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PROCEEDINGS 


OF 


THE   SENATE   OF   THE   UNITED    STATES, 

AT  THE  FIBST  SESSION  OP  THB  THIRD  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 

PHILADELPHIA,  DECEMBER  2,  1798. 


KOTB  TO  THB  BKADKB. 


To  aeooniit  for  tbe  absenoe  of  anj  Report  of  Debai49  in  the  Senate  in  the  Third  Congress,  it  is  proper  here 
to  repeat  that  the  Senate  sat  with  closea  doors  during  its  Legislative  as  well  as  its  Executive  sittings,  from  the 
beginoing  of  the  first  Congress  up  to  the  20th  day  of  February,  1794,  when  a  proposition  succeeded,  which  had 
frMucnt^  before  ftiiled,  in  that  body,  that  the  L^islative  sittings  of  the  Senate  should  thenceforth,  after  the  end 
of  Uiat  session  of  Congress^  be  ooncfucted  with  open  doots  and  glories. 


MoHOAT,  December  2^  1798. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for 
theannoal  meeting  of  Congress,  the  following  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  appeared,  produced  their  creden- 
tials, and  took  their  seats : 

JoBN  Adams,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  and  President  of  tbe  Senate ; 

JoHjr  Lanodom  and  Samubl  Livbbmobb,  from 
New  Hampshire ; 

Gsobgb  Cabot,  from  Massachusetts ; 

Olitbb  Ellswobth,  from  Connecticut ; 

MoeBS  RoBiMBOB,  from  Vermont; 

Aabon  Bubb,  from  New  York ; 

JoBM  RoTHBBniBD,  from  New  Jersey ; 

RoBBBT  MoBBiB  and  AiiBBBT  GAUkATDf,  from 
PennsylTania ; 

Jambs  Monbob,  frt)m  Virginia ; 

JoBB  Edwabos,  from  Kentucky ; 

BsHJAjiur  Hawkins,  from  NorUi  Carolina; 

Ralph  Izabd,  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Langdob,  the  Ftesident  of  the  Senate  pro 
tempore^  administered  the  oath  required  by  law  to 
the  YiCB  Pbbsiobnt  of  thb  Uiiitbd  Statbs. 

Tbe  Secretary  read  the  credentials  of  the  foUow- 
tog  Senators  appointed  for  the  terms  respectiyely 
mentioned  therem : 

PiBBCB  BoTLBB,  from  SouUi  Carolina; 

Alezandbb  Mabtin,  from  North  Carolina ; 

JoBB  ViBiKo,  from  Delaware. 

The  VicB  Pbbsidbmt  administered  the  oath  re- 
quired by  kw  to  Mr.  Bdtucb,  Mr.  Gallatib,  and 
Mr.  Mamih,  respectively,  and  they  took  their 

Mlt& 

Stspbbb  Mix  Mitchbll,  appointed  by  the  State 
of  Connecticut  a  Senator  for  two  years,  in  the  place 
of  RooBB  Shbbman,  deceased,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, which  beine  read,  the  Vicb  Pbbsidbnt  admin- 
istered to  him  the  oath  required  by  law,  and  he 
took  his  seat 

The  VicB  pBBsmBNT  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  relative  to  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  GaUiATIB,  a  Senator  of  the 


United  States ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  He 
on  the  table. 

The  Vicb  Pbbsidbnt  also  communicated  a  letter 
from  Gbobob  Rsro,  of  Delaware,  resigning  his  seat 
in  the  Senate;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is 
assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Izard  and  Labodom  be  a 
joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  together 
with  such  committee  as  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives may  appoint,  on  their  part,  to  wait  on  the 
pRBsroBNT  or  THB  United  Statbs,  and  notify 
him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assem- 
bled, and  ready  to  receive  any  communications 
that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  had  elected 
Fbbdbbick  A.  MuHLBNBBBO  their  Speaker,  and  that 
they  have  concurred  with  the  Senate  in  appointing 
a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  PsBsmsBT  or  thb 
UmItbd  Statbs. 

Mr.  Izard,  from  the  joint  committee  who  had 
waited  on  the  Presideitf,  reported  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  meet  the  two  Houses  to-morrow,  at  12 
o^clock,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 


Tdesdat,  December  8. 

The  two  Houses  being  assembled  in  the  Senate 
Chamber,  the  Pbbsidbnt  or  the  United  States 
entered,  and  addressed  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 

follows : 


Fellouheitizent  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Boute  of  Jtepreeentatwee :    , 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  term  for  which  I 
have  been  again  called  into  office,  no  fit  occasion  has 
arisen  for  expressing  to  my  fellow*citizeos  at  largo  the 
deep  and  respectful  sense  which  I  feel  of  the  renewed 
testimooy  of  public  approbatioa  While,  on  the  one 
hand,  it  awakened  my  gratitude  for  all  those  instances 
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of  affectionate  partialitj  with  which  I  have  been  honor- 
ed by  mj  country,  on  the  other,  it  oould  not  prevent  an 
earnest  wish  for  that  retirement  from  wfaioh  no  private 
consideration  should  ever  have  torn  me.  Bu^  influ- 
enced by  the  belief  that  my  conduct  would  be  estimated 
according  to  its  real  motives,  and  that  the  people,  and 
the  authorities  derived  from  them,  would  support  exer- 
tions having  nothing  personal  for  their  object^  I  have 
obeyed  the  suffrage  which  commanded  me  to  resume 
the  Executive  power,  and  I  humbly  implore  that  Being 
on  whose  will  the  fate  of  nations  depends,  to  crown 
with  success  our  mutual  endeavors  for  the  general  hap- 
pinessL 

As  soon  as  the  war  in  Europe  had  embraced  those 
Powers  with  whom  the  United  States  have  the  most 
^extensive  reUtions,  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  that 
our  intercourse  with  them  might  be  interrupted,  and 
our  disposition  for  peace  drawn  into  question  by  the 
suspicions  too  often  entertained  by  belligerent  nations. 
It  seemed,  therefore,  to  be  my  duty  to  admonish  our 
dtixens  of  the  conseqnenoes  of  a  conuraband  trade,  and 
of  hostile  acts  to  any  of  the  parties,  and  to  obtain,  by  a 
declaration  of  the  existing  legal  state  of  things,  an  easier 
admission  of  our  right  to  the  immunities  belonging  to 
our  situation.  Under  these  impressions,  the  Proclama- 
tion which  will  be  laid  before  you  was  issued. 

In  this  posture  of  affoirs,  both  new  and  delicate,  I 
resolved  to  adopt  general  rules,  which  should  conform 
to  the  treaties  and  assert  the  privileges  of  the  United 
States.  These  were  reduced  Into  a  system,  which  will 
be  commnnicated  to  you.  Although  I  have  not  thought 
myself  at  liberty  to  forbid  the  sale  of  the  priaes.permit- 
ted  by  oar  treatyof  commerce  with  France  to  be  brought 
into  our  port^  I  have  not  refused  to  cause  them  tobe 
restored  when  they  were  takea within  the  protection  of 
our  territory,  or  by  vessels  commissioned  or  equipped 
in  a  warlike  form  within  the  limits  of  Ute  United 
States. 

It  rests  with  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  correct,  im- 
prove, or  enforce  this  plan  of  procedure ;  and  it  will 
probably  be  found  expedient  to  extend  the  le^ral  code 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States 
to  many  cases  which,  thonsh  dependent  on  principles 
already  recoenixed,  demand  some  further  provisons. 

Where  individuals  shall,  within  the  United  States, 
array  themselves  in  hostility  against  any  of  the  Powers 
at  war,  or  enter  upon  military  expeditions  or  enter- 
prises within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States ;  or 
usurp  and  exercise  Judicial  authority  within  the  United 
States^  or  where  the  penalties  on  violations  of  the  law 
of  nations  mav  have  oeen  indistinctly  marked,  or  are 
madequate — these  offences  cannot  receive  too  early 
and  close  an  attention,  and  require  prompt  and  decisive 
remedies. 

Whatsoever  those  remedies  may  be,  they  will  be  well 
administered  by  the  Judiciary,  who  possess  a  long-es- 
tablished course  of  investigation,  effeotual  process,  and 
officers  in  the  habit  of  executing  it 

In  like  manner,  as  several  of  the  Courts  have  doubt- 
ed, under  particular  circumstances,  their  power  to  liber- 
ate the  vessels  of  a  nation  at  peace,  and  even  of  a  citi- 
len  of  the  United  States,  although  seized  under  a  false 
color  of  being  hostile  property,  and  have  denied  their 
power  to  liberate  certain  captures  within  the  protection 
of  our  territory,  it  would  seem  proper  to  regulate  their 
itirisdiction  in  these  points ;  but,  if^the  Executive  is  to 
be  the  resort  in  either  of  the  two  last-mentioned  cases, 
it  is  hoped  that  he  will  be  authorised  by  law  U  have 
facta  ascertained  by  the  Courts,  when,  for  bis  own  in- 
formation, he  shall  request  it 


I  cannot  recommend  to  your  notice  measures  for  the 
fulfilment  of  our  duties  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  with- 
out again  pressing  upon  you  the  necessity  of  placing 
ourselves  in  a  condition  of  complete  defence,  ana  of  ex- 
actingfrom  them  the  fulfilment  of  their  duties  towards 
us.  The  United  States  ought  not  to  indulge  a  persua- 
sion that,  contrary  to  the  order  of  human  events^  they 
will  forever  keep  at  a  distance  those  painful  appeals  to 
arms  with  which  the  history  of  every  other  nation 
abounds.  There  is  a  rank  due  to  the  United  States 
among  nations  whidi  will  be  withheld,  if  not  absolutely 
lost,  by  the  reputation  of  weakness.  If  we  desire  to 
avoid  insult,  we  must  be  able  to  repel  it ;  if  we  desire 
to  secure  peace,  one  of  the  most  powerful  instruments 
of  our  rising  prosperity,  it  must  be  known  that  we  are 
at  all  times  ready  for  war.  The  documents  which  will 
be  presented  to  you  will  show  the  amount  and  kindi 
of  arms  and  mihtary  stores  now  in  our  magaxines  and 
arsenals ;  and  yet  an  addition  even  to  those  supplies 
cannot  with  prudence  be  neglected,  as  it  would  leave 
nothing  to  the  nncertainty  of  procuring  of  warlike  ap- 
paratus in  the  moment  of  public  danger. 

Nor  can  such  arrangements,  with  such  objects,  be  ex- 
posed to  the  censure  or  jealousy  of  the  warmest  friends 
of  Republican  Government.  They  are  incapable  of 
abuse  in  the  bands  of  the  Militia,  who  ought  to  possess 
a  pride  in  being  the  depository  of  the  force  of  the  Re- 
public; and  may  be  trained  to  a  degree  of  energy  equal 
to  every  military  exigency  of  the  United  States,  ^ut 
it  is  an  inquiry  which  cannot  be  too  solemnly  pursued, 
whether  the  act  "  more  effiectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  Militia 
throughout  the  United  States,"  has  organised  them  so 
as  to  produce  their  fall  effect ;  whether  your  own  ex- 
perience in  the  several  States  has  not  detected  some 
imperfections  in  the  scheme ;  and  whether  a  material 
feature,  in  an  improvement  of  it,  ought  not  to  be  to 
afford  an  opportunity  for  the  study  of  those  branches  of 
the  military  art  which  can  scarcely  ever  be  attained  by 
practice  alone  t 

The  connexion  of  the  United  States  with  Europe  has 
become  extremely  interesting.  The  occurrences  which 
relate  to  it  and  have  passed  under  the  knowledge  of  the 
Executive,  will  be  exhibited  to  Congress  in  a  subse- 
quent communication. 

When  we  contemplate  the  war  on  our  frontiers,  it 
may  be  truly  affirmed  that  every  reasonable  effi>rt  has 
been  made  to  adjust  the  causes  of  dissension  with  the 
Indians  north  of  the  Ohio.  The  instructions  given  to 
the  Commissioners  evince  a  moderation  and  equity  pro- 
ceeding from  a  sincere  love  of  peace  and  a  liberality 
having  no  restriction  but  the  essential  interest  and  dig- 
nity of  the  United  States.  The  attempt,  however,  of 
an  amicable  negotiation  having  been  frustrated,  the 
troops  have  mardied  to  act  offensively.  Although  the 
proposed  treaty  did  not  arrest  the  progress  of  military 
preparation,  it  is  doubtful  how  far  the  advance  of  the 
season,  before  good  faith  justified  active  movements, 
may  retard  them,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
From  the  papers  and  intelligence  which  relate  to 
this  important  subject,  you  will  determine  whether 
the  *denciency  in  the  number  of  troops  grauted  by 
law  shall  be  compensated  by  succors  of  Militia,  or 
additional  encouragements  shall  be  proposed  to  re- 
cruits. 

An  anxiety  has  been  also  demonstrated  by  Ae  Ex- 
ecutive for  peace  with  the  Creeks  and  the  uherokees. 
The  former  have  been  relieved  with  com  and  with 
clothing,  and  offensive  measures  against  them  prohibited 
during  the  recess  of  Congress.  To  satisfy  the  complaints 
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of  the  Uttei;  projeeptiom  liATe  been  inedhited  for  the 
Tiolenees  oommitted  npoD  them.  Bat  the  papers  whidi 
▼ill  be  deliTcred  to  you,  dUelote  the  critioal  foottii|^  on 
vhich  ire  etand  in  regard  to  both  those  tribes^  and  it  is 
with  Onnmaa  to  proaonnoe  what  shall  be  dona 

After  they'  shall  have  provided  for  the  present  emer- 
gency, it  wiil  merit  their  most  serious  labors  to  render 
tranqaility  with  the  aaTajges  permanent,  bj  creatiog  ties 
of  intcfcst  Next  to  a  rigorous  ezecntion  of  justice  on 
the  nolators  oi  peace,  tm)  establishment  of  commerce 
with  the  bidian  nations,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
is  most  likely  to  coociliate  their  attadiment  Bat  it 
oogfat  lo  be  condueted  without  fraud,  without  extor- 
tion, with  constant  and  plentiful  supplies^  with  a  ready 
msrket  for  the  commodities  of  the  Indians,  and  a  stated 
pnoe  for  what  Uiey  give  in  payment  and  receiTe  in  ex- 
change. IndiTidaala  will  not  pursue  such  a  traffic^  un- 
IftM  they  be  allured  by  the  hope  of  profit ;  but  it  will 
be  enough  for  the  United  States  to  be  reimbursed  only. 
Should  this  reoommeodation  accord  with  the  opinion  of 
Coogrese,  they  will  recollect  that  it  cannot  be  acoom- 
ptiflhsd  by  any  means  yet  In  the  hands  of  the  £xecu- 
tire. 


OfidUmak  of  th$  Binue  of  S€pr0$etUaHv0$ : 

The  Gommiseioners  char^  with  the  settlement  of 
sceounta  between  the  United  States  and  individual 
States  concluded  their  important  functions  within  the 
time  limited  by  law,  and  the  balances  struck  in  their 
Report  (which  will  be  laid  before  Ooogress)  have  been 
plsoed  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury. 

On  the  first  day  of  June  lasti  an  instalment  of  one 
mtllioo  of  florins  became  payable  on  the  Loans  of  the 
United  States  in  Holland.  This  was  adjusted  by  a  pro- 
loi^staoa  of  the  period  of  reimbursement^  in  nature  of 
a  new  Loan,  at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  the  term 
of  ten  yearsi  and  the  expenses  of  this  operation  were  a 
eommiaeioQ  of  three  per  cent 

The  first  instalment  of  the  Loan  of  two  millions  of 
dollars  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been 
psid,  as  was  directed  by  law.  For  the  second  it  is  ne- 
eesiary  that  provision  should  be  made. 

No  pecuniary  consideration  is  more  nrffeot  than  the 
regular  redemption  and  dischar^^e  of  the  Public  Debt; 
on  none  can  delay  be  more  injurious^  or  an  economy  of 
time  more  valuable. 

TIm  productiveness  of  the  public  revenues  hitherto 
hss  continued  to  e^ual  the  anticipations  which  were 
formed  of  it,  but  it  is  not  escpected  to  prove  commensu- 
rate with  all  the  objects  which  have  been  suggested. 
Some  auxiliary  provisions  will,  therefore,  it  is  presumed, 
be  requisite ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  may  be  made 
ooosistently  with  a  due  r^ard  to  Uie  convenience  of 
oor  citixens,  who  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  the  true  wis- 
dom of  enconnteriog  a  snuiU  present  addition  to  their 
contributions^  to  obviate  a  future  accumulation  of  bur- 
dena 

But  here  I  cannot  forbear  to  recommend  a  repeal  of 
the  tax  on  the  transportation  of  public  prints.  There 
is  DO  resource  so  firm  for  the  Qov^mment  of  the  United 
States  as  the  affections  of  the  |)eople  guided  by  an  en- 
lightened policy ;  and  to  this  primary  good  nothing  can 
oooduce  more  than  a  faithful  representation  of  public 
proceedii^s,  diffused  without  restraint,  throughout  the 
united  Slates. 

An  estimate  of  the  appropriations  necessary  for  the 
eorrent  service  of  the  ensuinz  year,  and  a  statement  of 
a  purchase  of  arms  and  military  stores,  made  during 
the  reces^  will  be  presented  to  Congress. 


Chniitmm  nfiht  Anote,  end 

^<As  Btmm  of  JUprumiaHfn : 

The  sevt»ral  subjects  to  which  I  have  now  referred 
open  a  wide  range  to  your  deliberations,  and  involve 
some  of  the  cho&st  interests  of  our  common  country. 
Permit  me  to  bring  to  your  remembrance  the  magni- 
tude of  your  tadc  Without  an  unprejudiced  coolness, 
the  wel&rS  of  the  Goyemment  may  be  hazarded ;  with- 
out harmony,  as  far  as  consists  with  freedom  of  senti- 
ment, its  dignity  may  be  lost.  But  as  the  Legislative, 
proceedings  of  the  United  States,  will  never,  I  trust,  be 
reprosched  for  the  want  of  temper  or  of  candor,  so  shall 
not  the  public  happiness  languish  from  the  want  of  my 
strenuous  and  warmest  oo-operation. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

PmLADSLPHXA,  December  8, 1793. 

The  PRBsiDizft  hating  retired,  the  two  Houses 
separated. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  haye  resolved  that 
two  Chaplains  of  different  denominations,  be  ap« 
pointed  for  the  present  session,  one  by  each  House, 
who  shall  interchange  weekly ;  to  which  they  de* 
sire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  concurred  with  the  above  proposi- 
tion, and  appointed  the  Bight  Reverend  Bishop 
Wam  to  be  Chaplain  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  Message  was  reoeiyed  from  the  Pbesidsnt  or 
TBI  UnTKD  Statss,  commnnicstSng  his  Proclama- 
tion of  the  23d  of  April,  1798,  together  with  the 
Rules  established  by  the  Prcsident  for  the  govem- 
ment  of  the  Executiye  Officers,  in  cases  of  vessels 
equipping  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

The  Proclamation  and  Rules  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  five  was  appointed 
to  report  the  draft  of  an  Address  to  the  Pbesidioit, 
in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses. 

Messrs.  Ellswokth,  BoTL'Kit,  Izabd,  Lirodow, 
and  RuTHKBTURD,  were  named 


Wkdnesdat,  December  4. 

The  Vioi  PacsiDBNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  sundry 
papers  therein  referred  to ;  which  Letter  and  pa- 
pers were,  in  part,  read,  and  the  Senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

Thubsdat,  December  5. 

FRsnnncK  ?BELtNOHUTsnr,  from  New  Jersey, 
appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  and  the  usum 
oath  being  administered  to  him,  took  his  seat. 

The  r^ing  of  the  papers  yesterday  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  was  resumed ;  and, 
after  progress,  postponed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsident  or  thb  Umitbd  States  : 

OerUUmen  of  the  Senate  and 

of  the  Souae  of  Bepreaeniativei : 

As  the  present  situation  of  the  several  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, and  especially  of  those  with  which  the  United 
States  have  important  relations,  cannot  but  render  the 
state  of  things  between  them  and  us  matter  of  interest- 
ing inquiry  to  the  Legislature,  and  may  indeed  give 
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riae  to  deliberations  to  which  thej  alone  are  eompetent, 
I  have  thought  it  my  dntj  to  eommunicate  to  them  cer- 
tain correspondences,  which  have  taken  placa 

The  Representative  and  Executive  bodies  of  France 
haTe  manifested  generally  a  friendly  attachment  to  this 
ooantry,  have  given  advantages  to  our  commerce  and 
navigation,  and  have  made  overtures  for  placing  these 
advantages  on  permanent  ground.  A  decree,  however, 
of  the  l^tionai  Assembly,  subjecting  vessels  laden  with 
provisions  to  be  carried  mto  their  ports,  and  making  en- 
emy goods  lawful  prize  in  the  vessel  of  a  friend,  contrary 
to  our  Treaty,  though  revoked  at  one  time  as  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  has  been  since  extended  to  their  vessels  also, 
aa  has  been  recently  stated  to  ua  Representations  on 
this  subject  will  be  immediatelv  given  m  char^  to  our. 
Hinister  there,  and  the  result  sbsll  be  communicated  to 
the  Legislature. 

It  is  with  extreme  concern  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
the  proceeding  of  the  person  whom  they  have  unfor- 
tunately appointed  theur  Minister  Plenipotentiary  here 
have  breathed  nothing  of  the  friendly  spirit  of  the  nation 
which  sent  him ;  their  tendency,  on  the  contrary,  has 
been  to  involve  us  in  war  abroad  and  discord  and 
anarchy  at  home.  So  far  as  his  acts,  or  those  of  his 
agents,  have  threatened  our  immediate  oommitment  in 
the  war,  or  flaffrant  insult  to  the  authority  of  the  laws 
their  effect  has  been  counteracted  by  the  ordinary  cogni- 
sance of  the  laws,  and  by  an  exertion  of  the  powers  con- 
fided to  me.  Where  their  danger  was  not  imminent, 
they  have  been  borne  with,  from  sentiments  of  regard 
to  his  nation,  from  a  sense  of  their  friendship  towards 
us,  from  a  conviction  that  they  would  not  suffer  us  to 
remain  long  exposed  to  the  action  of  a  person  who  has 
so  little  respected  our  mutual  dispositions,  and,  I  will 
add,  from  a  reliance  on  the  firmness  of  my  fellow-citi- 
■ens  in  their  principles  of  peace  and  order.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  have  respected  and  pursued  the  stipula- 
tions of  our  treaties,  according  to  what  I  judged  their 
true  sense,  and  have  withheld  no  act  of  friendship  which 
their  aibirs  have  called  for  from  us,  and  which  justice 
to  others  left  us  free  to  perform.  I  have  gone  further : 
rather  than  employ  force  for  the  restitution  of  certain 
TCMsels,  which  I  deemed  the  United  Sutes  bound  to 
restore,  I  thought  it  more  advisable  to  satisfy  the  par- 
ties by  avowing  it  to  be  my  opinion  that^  if  restitution 
were  not  made,  it  would  be  incumbent  on  the  United 
States  to  make  compensation.  The  papers  now  com- 
municated will  more  particularly  apprise  you  of  these 
transactional 

The  vexations  and  spoliation  nnderstood  to  have  been 
committed  on  our  Tessels  and  commerce  by  the  cruisers 
and  officers  of  some  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  appeared 
to  require  attention.  The  proofs  of  these,  however,  not 
having  been  brought  forward,  the  descriptions  of  citi- 
xens  supposed  to  have  suffered  were  notified  that,  on 
furoishing  them  to  the  Executive,  due  measures  would 
be  taken  to  obtain  redress  of  the  past,  and  more  effec- 
tual provisions  against  tlie  future.  Should  such  docu- 
menu  be  furnished,  proper  representations  will  be  made 
thereon,  with  a  just  reliance  on  a  redress  proportioned 
to  the  exigency  of  the  case. 

The  British  Government  haTing  undertaken,  by  or- 
ders to  the  commanders  of  their  armed  vessels,  to  re- 
strain generally  our  commerce  in  com  and  other  pro- 
yisions  to  their  own  ports,  and  those  of  their  friends,  the 
instructions  now  communicated  were  immediately  for- 
warded to  our  Minister  at  that  Court  In  the  mean 
time  some  discussions  on  the  subject  took  place  be- 
tween htm  and  them.  These  are  also  laid  before  you, 
and  I  may  expect  to  learn  the  result  of  bis  special  in- 


structions in  time  to  make  it  known  to  the  LegisUtore 
during  their  present  session. 

Very  early  after  the  arrival  of  a  British  Minister 
here  mutual  explanations  on  the  inexeeution  of  tho 
Treaty  of  Peace  were  entered  into  with  that  Mintster. 
These  are  now  laid  before  yon  for  your  infermatioiL 

On  the  subjects  of  mutual  interest  between  this  coon- 
try  and  Spam,  negotiations  and  conferences  are  now 
depending.  The  public  good  requiring  that  the  present 
state  of  these  should  be  made  known  to  the  Lesislatnre 
in  comfidenee  only,  they  shall  be  the  subject  of  a  sepa- 
rate and  subsequent  communication. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

UinrxD  Statis,  December  5, 1793. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  io 
were,  in  part,  read,  and  the  further  reading  post- 
poned. 

The  following  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  execute  the  seyeral  acts  of  Congress 
to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of 
the  Accounts  between  the  United  States  and  tlie 
individual  States  was  also  received  from  the  Pbb- 

SIOINT  OF  THB  UnITKD  StATBS  : 

Hie  Commissioners  appointed  to  execute  the  several 
acts  of  Congress  to  provide  more  effSectually  for  the 
settlement  of  the  Accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  individual  States,  report: 

That  they  have  maturely  considered  the  claims  of  the 
several  States  against  the  United  States,and  the  charges 
of  the  United  States  against  the  individual  States. 

That  they  have  gone  through  the  process  preaeribed 
in  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  6th 
day  of  August^  1790,  (the  particulars  whereof  will  be 
found  in  book  A,  lodged  with  the  papers  of  this  office, 
in  the  Treasury  Department,)  and  find  that  there  is 
due,  including  mterest,  to  the  Slst  day  of  December, 
1789,  to  the  State  of— 

New  Hampshire,  seventy-five  thousand  and  fifty-five 
dollars ; 

Massachusetts,  one  million  two  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one  dollars ; 

Rhode  Island,  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eleven  dollars ; 

Connecticut,  six  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand  one 
hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars ; 

New  Jersey,  forty-nine  thousand  and  thirty  dollars; 

Sooth  Carolina,  one  million  two  hundred  and  five 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars ; 

Georgia,  nineteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  dollars* 

And  that  there  is  due,  including  interest,  to  the  Slst 
day  of  December,  1789,  from  the  State  of — 

Kew  York,  two  million  and  seventy-four  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars ; 

Pennsylvania,  seventy*six  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nine  dollars ; 

Delaware,  six  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars ; 

Maryland,  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty  dollars ; 

Virginia,  one  hundred  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy -nine  dollars ; 

North  Carolina,  five  hundred  and  one  thousand  and 
eighty-two  dollars. 

W  nich  several  sums  they,  by  virtue  of  the  authority 
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tD  tbem  delegated,  dedare  to  be  the  final  and  conda- 
lire  balaDoes  due  to  and  from  the  several  States. 

WILLIAM  IRVINE, 
JOHN  KEAN, 
WOODBURY  LANODON. 
Omm  or  tbx  Goionaaioif  aas  or  Aooooirn^ 
PhUmddpUa,  June  29, 1793. 


Frioat,  December  6. 
A  meisige  from  the  House  of  Representatiyea 
iafonzKd  the  Senate  that  they  had  elected  the  Rev. 
AsawL  GasBX  as  CbapUio  to  Congress,  on  their 

urt 

Mr.  Ellswobth,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  report  the  draft  of  an  address  to  the  Prmidbitt 
or  m  UHrTED  States,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
tni,  and  ordered  for  consideration  on  Monday 

next 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  com- 
municttions  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the 
VimDVXT  of  the  5th  instant ;  and,  after  progress, 
i^oomed  to  Monday. 

Monday,  December  9. 

Hessre.  Stephbt  R  Bradley,  from  Vermont, 
Tbiodoke  Foster,  from  Rhode  Island,  and  Ru- 
rcs  Kiso,  from  New  York,  appeared  and  took  their 
sat& 

The  Vice  Presidbut  Udd  before  the  Senate  a 
Utter  of  the  7th  instant,  from  Samuel  Meredith, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  SUtes,  with  his  quarterly 
accounti^  made  up  to  the  8lst  of  March  last,  to- 
gether with  his  accounts  respecting  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  made  up  to  the  80th  of  June  last 

The  Letter  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  Letter  and  papers  therem 
referred  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration  the  draft  of  an  Address 
reported  by  the  committee  in  answer  to  the  Speech 
of  the  PaismsNT  or  the  United  States  to  Con- 
gresg  at  the  opening  of  the  session  ;  which,  being 
amended,  and  the  seyeral  paragraphs  of  the  report 
agreed  to^  it  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

*ToOuPn9ideniofthe  United  StaUe: 

"KooedL^  sic,  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  for  your 
Speech  delireied  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the 
•penifig  of  tbe  sessioo.  Tour  re-election  to  the  Chief 
>Ugutracy  of  tbe  United  States  gives  us  sincere  plea- 
Kre.  We  ecnsider  it  as  an  event  every  way  propitious 
to  the  bappinesa  of  our  country ;  and  your  compliance 
vith  the  call,  as  a  fresh  instance  of  the  patriotism  which 
Itti  10  repeatedly  led  you  to  sacrifice  private  inclination 
to  the  pobUe  good  in  the  unanimity  which  a  seooiid 
time  marka  this  important  national  act,  we  trace,  with 
particular  latiaftction,  besides  the  distinguished  tribute 
paid  to  the  virtaeo  and  abilities  which  it  recognises, 
VKither  proof  of  that  just  discernment  and  Qonstancy  of 
leotimenta  and  views  which  have  hitherto  characteriaed 
^  ciiiiena  of  the  United  States. 
'  "  Ab  tbe  European  Powers  with  whom  the  United 
^utea  have  the  most  extensive  relations  were  involved 
a  var,  in  which  we  had  taken  no  part,  it  seemed  ne- 
c>9^  that  the  disposition  of  the  nation  for  peace 
^\<\  be  promulgated  to  the  world,  as  well  for  the 
pvpoM  of  admonishing  our  ctciiens  of  the  conaequeneea 


of  a  contraband  trade  and  of  acts  hostile  to  any  of  the 
belii^reot  parties,  as  to  obtain,  by  a  declaration  of  the 
existing  legal  state  of  things,  an  easier  admission  of  our 
right  to  tlie  immunities  of  our  situation  ;  we,  tberefon^ 
contemplate  with  pleasure  the  proclamation  by  you 
issued,  and  give  it  our  hearty  approbation.  We  deem 
it  a  measure  well-timed  and  wise,  manifesting  a  watch- 
ful solicitude  for  the  welliare  of  the  nation,  and  calcu- 
lated to  promote  it 

**The  several  important  matters  presented  to  our 
consideration  will,  in  the  course  of  the  session,  enffaffs 
all  the  attention  to  which  they  are  respectively  entiued  ; 
and,  as  the  public  happiness  will  be  the  sole  guide  of 
our  deliberations,  we  are  perfectly  assured  of  receiving 
your  strenuous  and  most  sealous  co-operation. 

**JOHN  ADAMS, 
*'Viee  Pretideni  of  ihe  United  Siaiee, 

*"  and  Preeidtnt  of  the  aenaie." 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Ellsworth  and  But- 
ler wait  on  the  President  op  the  United 
States,  and  desire  him  to  acquaint  the  Senate 
at  what  time  and  place  it  will  be  most  convenient 
for  him  that  the  foregoing  address  should  be  pre- 
sented. 


TiTBSDAT,  December  10. 

John  Brown,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  at- 
tended to-day. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  reported,  from  the  committee 
appointed  yesterday  to  wait  on  the  President  or 
THE  United  States,  that  the  President  pro- 
posed to  receive  the  Address  of  the  Senate  this 
day,  at  12  o'clock,  at  his  own  house.  Whereupon, 
the  Senate  waited  on  the  PaEsmENT  or  the 
United  States,  and  the  Vice  pREsmsNT,  in 
their  name,  presented  the  address  agreed  to  on 
the  9th  instant  To  this  Address  the  PREsroENT 
OP  the  United  States  was  pleased  to  make  the 
following  Reply : 

*'Obntlembn:  The  pleasure  expresaed  by  the  Se- 
nate on  my  re-election  to  the  station  whidi  I  fill,  com- 
mands my  sincere  and  warmest  acknowledgments.  If 
this  be  an  event  which  promises  the  smallest  addition 
to  the  happiness  of  our  country,  as  it  is  my  duty,  so 
shall  it  be  in^  study,  to  realise  the  expectation. 

**  The  deaded  approbation  whidi  the  Proclamation 
now  receives  from  your  House,  by  completing  the  prooft 
that  this  measare  is  considered  as  manifesting  a  vigilant 
attention  to  the  welfare  of  the  United  States,  brings 
with  it  a  peculiar  gratification  to  my  mind. 

'*The  other  important  subjects  which  have  been 
communicated  to  you  will,  I  am  confident,  receive  a  due 
discussion  ;  and  the  result  will,  I  trust,  prove  fortunate 
to  the  United  SUtes. 

"  G.  WASHINGTON." 

The  Senate  then  returned  to  their  Chamber,  and 
resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers  communicated 
in  the  Message  of  the  President  or  the  United 
States  of  the  5th  instant,  but  adjourned  before 
they  were  got  through. 


Wednesday,  December  11. 
Calbe  Strong,  from  Massachusetts,  attended  to- 
day. 
The  credentials  of  Mr.  Bbowh  and  Mr.  Stbono 
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were  retd,  the  u8oal  oath  administered  to  them, 
And  they  took  their  seata. 
.  The  YicB  Prbbidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  flnom  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
with  his  specie  account,  made  up  to  the  80th  of 
June  last ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Rutberfurd,  Cabot, 
Ellsworth,  Litbrmorb,  and  Mitchkll,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  the  petition  of 
Conrad  Laub  and  others,  stating  that  the  Hon. 
Albert  Gallatin,  at  the  time  he  was  elected  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States,  had  not  been  nine 
years  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States,  as  is 
required  by  the  Constitution,  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers 
referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  Prbsident  or 
THE  United  States  of  the  5th  instant ;  and,  alter 
progress,  adjourned. 

Friday,  December  18. 

William  Bradford,  from  Rhode  Island,  and 
John  Taylor,  from  Virginia,  attended,  produced 
their  credentials,  and  took  the  usual  oath  and  their 
seats. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers 
communicated  with  the  Message  of  the  President 
on  the  6th  instant ;  and  the  Message  and  papers 
therein  referred  to  were  ordered  to  lie  for  cod<p 
mderation. 


Monday,  December  16. 

Jambs  Jackson,  from  Georgia,  attended,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  and,  the  oath  required  by 
law  being  administered  to  him,  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate^ 

The  Communications  from,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  War,  of  the  4th  instant,  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
I^etter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War,  with  a  return  of  the  ordnance,  arms,  and 
military  stores,  in  possession  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  a  yariety  of  papers,  giving  a  view  of 
the  Southwestern  frontiers,  as  connected  with  the 
Creek  Indians  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the 
Southwestern  territory  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokees ;  which  Letter  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  papers  therein 
referred  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States,  and  read : 

Oeniiemm  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hcuee  of  Repreweniatitee  : 

The  situation  of  afifairs  in  £uroi>e,  in  the  coureo  of 
the  year  1790,  having  rendered  it  possible  that  a  mo- 
ment might  arrive  favorable  for  the  arrangement  of  our 
unsettled  matters  with  Spain,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
prepare  our  Representative  at  that  Oiurt  to  avail  us  of 
It  A  confidential  person  was  therefore  despatched  to 
be  the  bearer  of  instructions  to  him,  and  to  supply,  by 
verbal  oomnmnications,  any  additional  infoniiation  of 
which  he  might  find  himself  in  need.  The  Oovem- 
ment  of  France  was,  at  the  same  time,  applied  to  for 
its  aid  and  influence  in  this  negotiatioa    Events,  how- 


ever, took  a  turn  which  did  not  present  the  oceasioa 
hoped  for. 

Ahout  the  close  of  the  ensuing  year  I  was  informeda 
through  the  Representatives  of  Spain  here,  that  their 
Government  would  be  willing  to  renew  at  Madrid  the 
former  conferences  on  these  subjects.  Thouefa  the 
transfer  of  scene  was  not  what  would  have  been  desired, 
yet  I  did  not  think  it  important  enough  to  reject  the 
proposition ;  and,  therefore,  with  the  advice  andcnoseot 
of  tne  Senate,  I  appointed  Commissioners  Plenipoten- 
tiary for  negotiating  and  concluding  a  Treaty  with  that 
country,  on  the  several  subjects  of  boundairy,  naviga- 
tion, and  commerce,  and  gave  them  the  instructiooa 
now  communicated.  Before  these  negotiations,  how« 
ever,  could  be  got  into  traia,  the  new  troubles  wliich 
had  arisen  in  Europe  had  produced  new  combinations 
among  the  Powers  there,  tne  effects  of  which  are  but 
too  visible  in  the  proceedings  now  laid  before  you. 

In  the  meantime  some  oSier  points  of  discussion  had 
arisen  with  that  country,  to  wit :  the  restitution  of  pro- 
perty escaping  into  the  territories  of  each  other,  the 
mutual  exchange  of  fugitives  from  justice,  and,  above 
all,  the  mutual  interferences  with  the  Indians  lying  be- 
tween us.  I  had  the  best  reason  to  belieye  that  the 
hostilities  threatened  and  exercised  by  the  Southern 
Indians  on  our  border  were  excited  by  the  agents  of 
that  Government.  Representations  were  thereon  di- 
rected to  be  made  by  our  Commissioners  to  the  Spanish 
Government,  and  a  proposal  to  cultivate,  with  good 
faith,  tlie  peace  of  each  other  with  those  people.  In 
the  mean  time  corresponding  suspicions  were  entei^ 
tained,  or  pretended  to  be  entertained  on  their  part,  of 
like  hostile  excitements  by  our  agents  to  disturb  their 
peace  with  the  same  nations.  Tliese  were  brought  for- 
ward by  the  Representatives  of  Spain  here,  in  a  style 
which  could  not  fail  to  produce  attention.  A  claim  of 
patronage  and  protection  of  those  Indians  was  asserted ; 
a  mediation  between  them  and  ua  by  that  Sovereign 
assumed ;  their  boundaries  with  us  made  a  subject  of 
his  interference ;  and,  at  length,  at  the  very  moment 
when  these  savages  were  committing  daily  inroads  upon 
our  frontier,  we  were  informed  bv  them  that  **  Uie  con- 
tinuation of  the  peace,  ^od  harmony,  and  perfect 
friendship  of  the  two  nations  was  very  problematical 
for  the  future,  unless  the  United  States  should  take 
more  convenient  measures,  and  of  greater  energy,  than 
those  adopted  for  a  lon^  time  past. 

If  their  previous  correspondence  had  worn  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  desire  to  urge  on  a  disagreement,  this  Last 
declaration  left  no  room  to  evade  it,  since  it  could  not 
be  conceived  we  would  submit  to  the  scalping  knife  and 
tomahawk  of  the  savage  without  any  resistance.  I 
thought  it  time,  therefore,  to  know  if  these  were  the 
views  of  their  Sovereign,  and  despatched  a  special  mes- 
senger with  instructions  to  our  Commissioners,  which 
are  among  the  papers  now  communicated.  Their  last 
letter  gives  us  reason  to  expect  very  shortly  to  know 
the  result.  I  must  add  that  the  Spanish  Representa- 
tives here,  perceiving  that  their  last  communication 
had  made  considerable  impression,  endeavored  to  abate 
this  by  some  subse<}uent  professions,  which,  being  also 
amonff  the  communications  to  the  L^islature,  they  will 
be  able  to  form  their  own  conclusions. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 
United  States,  December  16,  1798. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houi*  of  RepreeenteUivei  : 

I  lay  before  you  a  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  on  behalf  of 
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1T9S.] 


Proeeedif^fs. 


[Senatr,. 


fli0  XTnited  States  for  the  pnrpoiie  of  obtaining  a  recog^ 
niiion  of  oiv  treaty  iriih  Morocoo»  and  for  the  raiuom 
of  oor  eitiaent,  ancf  establishment  of  peaoe  with  AJgiera. 

While  it  is  proper  our  eitiierm  should  know  that  sub> 
j«ets  which  so  much  eaooern  their  interests  and  their 
feelings  hare  dulj  engaged  the  attention  of  their  Legis- 
lature and  Executive^  it  would  still  be  improper  £at 
some  particulars  of  this  communication  should  oe  made 
known.  The  confidential  conversation  stated  in  one 
of  the  last  letters,  sent  herewith,  is  one  of  these.  Both 
justice  and  policy  require  that  the  source  of  that  in* 
formatioD  should  remain  secret  So  a  knowledge  of 
the  some  meant  to  have  been  given  for  peace  and  ran- 
som might  have  a  disadvaixtageous  influence  on  future 
proceedings  for  the  same  objects. 

00.  WASHINGTON. 

UstTBo  States,  December  16, 179S. 

These  Meaaages  were  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
following  Report,  to  wit : 

"Hw  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  the  Chief  Justioe,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  At- 
torney Gkneral,  respectfully  report  to  Congress,  as 
fuUii wa : 

**  Hiat,  porsoant  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  making 
farther  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,' 
aad  in  eooformity  t^  reaolutions  sgreed  upon  bjr  them, 
sod  severally  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United 
State^  they  have,  since  their  report  of  the  I7th  of  No- 
vember,  1792,  caused  purchases  of  the  said  Debt  to  be 
made,  through  the  agency  of  Samuel  Meredith  and  Jo- 
Dathan  Burrall,  respectively,  to  the  amount  of  |523,786 
21  in  stnck,  for  which  there  have  been  paid,  in  specie, 
%A2»M^  75.  That,  porsoant  to  the  act  eniitled  *  An 
set  Mipplementary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States,'  and  in  conformity  to  resolu- 
tions agreed  upon  by  them,  and  severatlv  approved  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  they  have  also 
caused  purchases  of  the  said  Debt  to  be  made  subse- 
qoeot  to  their  said  report  of  the  17th  of  November, 
1792,  to  the  amount  of  $122,588  U  in  stock,  for  which 
there  have  been  paid  $75,660  87,  in  specie.  That  the 
Kveral  documents  accompanying  this  report  marked 
Aa,  Ba,  and  Nos.  1  to  7,  with  their  enclosures,  show 
the  aforesaid  purchases,  generally  and  -in  detail,  includ- 
ing the  places  where,  the  time  when,  the  prices  at 
vbich,  and  the  persons  to  whom,  they  have  been  made. 
That  the  purchases  now  and  heretofore  reported 
amount,  together,  to  $2,019,198  10  in  stock,  for  which 
there  have  been  paid  $l,8tr4,664  40,  in  specie,  as  will 
be  more  particulsrly  seen  by  the  document  aforesaid 
marked  An.    On  behalf  of  the  Board : 

»  JOHN  ADAMa 

*  Philadvlfbia,  December  16, 1798." 

The  Report  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
papers  therein  referred  to,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


TuESDAT,  December  17. 

Jom  Yiirnio,  from  Delaware,  appeared,  and, 
the  oath  required  by  law  being,  by  the  Vice  Pre- 
smsHT,  administered  to  him,  he  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

The  Gomtnonieations  received  from  the  Presi- 
stn  OF  THE  Uhited  States  on  the  16th  instant 


relative  to  the  negotiations  with  the  Court  of 
Spain,  were  in  pari  read ;  and,  after  progress,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

Wedhesdat,  December  18. 

The  Communications  received  from  the  Presi- 
DEiTT  OF  THE  UNITED  States  on  the  16th  instant, 
relative  to  the  negotiations  with  the  Court  of 
Sptun,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consider- 
ation.  • 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Jjetter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War,  of  this  date,  communicating  further  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  Southwestern  frontiers ;  which 
Letter  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
State,  of  the  16th  instant,  with  a  report  on  the 
privileges  and  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  in  foreign  countries;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Thubsdat,  December  19. 

The  Commanications  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Department  of  War  on  the  16th  in- 
stant, relative  to  further  Information  respecting  the 
Southwestern  frontiers,  were  in  part  read;  and, 
after  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Frix»at,  December  20. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Com- 
mnnications  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  on  the  16th  instant,  relative  to  fur- 
ther information  respecting  the  Sooth  western 
frontiers;  and,  after  progress,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

MoNDAT,  December  23. 

Mr.  Bradlet  notified  the  Senate  that,  on  Wed- 
nesday next,  he  should  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  altering  the  Flag  of  the  United  IStates. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Com- 
munications from  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  on  the  16th  instant,  relative  to  fvtr- 
ther  information  respecting  the  Southwestern 
frontiers;  and,  after  progress,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

TuESDAt,  December  24. 

The  following  Messnge  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

''  Gentlemen  of  the  Qenate^  and 

of  the  Houee  of  Reptekentaiivee : 

**  Stnoe  the  communications  which  were  made  to  you 
on  the  affairs  of  the  Uuited  States  with  Spain,  and  on 
the  truce  between  Portugal  and  Algiers,  some  other 
pspers  have  been  received,  which,  making  a  part  of  the 
same  subjects,  are  now  communicated  for  your  informa- 
tion. G.  WASHINGTON. 

"  UNrrso  States,  December  28,  1793." 

The  Message  and  papers  referred  to  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


23 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


24 


Sbnatk.] 


'Proceedinfjfi. 


[Januabt,  1794. 


Mr.  BuTLBB  notified  the  Senate  that  he  shonld, 
on  some  day  the  next  week,  request  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *<  An  act  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.** 

The  following  motion  was  made  and  seconded, 
to  wit :  That  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  add- 
inff,  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  ar- 
ticle, the  following  clause : 

"  Nor  shall  any  person  holding  any  office  or  stock  in 
any  institution  ia  the  nature  of  a  Bank  for  issuing  or 
discounting  bills  or  notes  pa}[able  to  bearer  or  order, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  be  a  member 
of  either  House  whilst  he  holds  such  office  or  stock ; 
but  no  power  to  grant  any  charter  of  inrorporatioo,  or 
any  commercial  or  other  monopoly,  shall  be  herein  im- 
plied.'* 

And  it  was  agreed  that  this  motion  should  lie  for 
consideration : 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Stroho,  Ellsworts, 
and  King,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  considera- 
tion that  part  of  the  President's  Speech  which 
recommends  a  further  provision  against  offences. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  com- 
munications from  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  of  the  l€th  instant,  relative  to  further 
information  respecting  the  Southwestern  fron- 
tiers ;  and,  after  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned  to 
Thursday  next. 

Thursday,  December  26. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  23d  instant, 
Mr.  Bradlet  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
making  an  alteration  in  the  Flag  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  first  time»and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
'  The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  commu- 
nications from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War  of  the  16th  instant,  relative  to  further  infor- 
mation respecting  the  Southwestern  frontiers;  and, 
after  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  December  37. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  making  an  alteration  in  the  Flag  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  having  amended  the  same,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  commu- 
nications from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War  of  the  16th  instant,  relative  to  further  inform- 
ation re^tpecting  the  Southwestern  frontiers. 

Ordered,  That  the  communications  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 


MoRDAT,  Deceniber  30. 

The  bill  making  an  alteration  in  the  Flag  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  petition  of  James  and  William  Smith,  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  for  them  pelves,  and  in  be- 
half of  the  heirs  of  James  Smith,  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  for  remedy  and  ossistance  in  re- 
spect to  certain  losses  sustained  by  the  Creek 
Indians. 


Ordered,  That  this  petition,  together  with  the 
communications,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  De- 
partment of  War,  respecting  Indian  Afikirs,  be  re^ 
ferred  to  Messrs.  Jacksoh,  Stroro,  Bvrb.,  Butlek, 
and  Lahodok,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


Tuesday,  December  31. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
Presidert  of  the  United  States  : 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Bouee  of  JUpreeentativee : 

I  lay  before  you,  for  your  consideration,  a  Letter  firom 
the  Secretary  of  State,  informing  me  of  certain  impedi- 
ments which  have  arisen  to  the  coinage  of  the  preckraa 
metals  at  the  Mint. 

As  also  a  Letter  from  the  same  officer,  relative  to 
certain  advances  of  money  which  have  been  made  oq 
public  aeoounL  Should  you  think  proper  to  sanctioQ 
what  has  been  done,  or  be  of  opinion  that  any  thing 
more  shall  be  done  in  the  same  wav,  vou  will  judge 
whether  there  are  not  circumstances  whien  would  render 
secrecy  expedient 

o.  Washington: 

UmnD  Statu,  December  80, 1798. 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houte  of  Repreeentaiwee : 

I  communicate  to  you  Uie  translation  of  a  Letter  re- 
ceived from  the  Representatives  of  Spain  here,  in  reply- 
to  that  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  them,  of  the  21st 
instant,  which  had  before  been  communicated  to  yon. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unitxd  States,  December  80,  1798. 

The  Messages  and  pipers  therein  referred  to 
were  severally  read,  ana  ordered  to  lie  for  consi- 
deration. 

Mr.  RuTHERFURD  reported,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub 
and  others,  stating  that  the  Hon.  Albert  Galla- 
TiH,  at  the  time  he  was  elected  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  had  not  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of 
the  said  Unitec^  States,  as  is  required  by  the  Con- 
stitution ;  which  report  was  read«  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration. 


Wedrbsdat,  Januaiy  1, 1794. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
report  until  to-morrow,  it  was  agreed  to  amend 
this  motion,  by  striking  out  the  words  **  to-morrow,** 
and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  **  Thursday,  the  9th 
instant" 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PREBIDEHT  OF  THE  UnITED  StATES  : 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  tlu  Hovee  of  Representativee  : 

I  now  lav  before  you  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  ois  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  mooeys 
appropriated  for  our  intercourse  with  foreign » nations 
from  the  1st  of  July,  1792,  to  the  Istof  July,  1793,  and 
other  papers  relating  thereto. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Uritrd  States,  December  81, 1798. 
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jAXDAsr,  1794.] 


Proceedingn, 


[SKNAn. 


The  Mttsige  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  severaU/  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 

aderation. 


TBVBBDATf  Janoarj  2. 
A  motion  was  made  that  it 


''Rudtedt  Ay  the  SenaU  and  Hmm  of  Reprtwni- 
^\tu  tf  tie  VniUd  Siaieg  cf  America  in  Conareu 
uwnbledi  iwo-tkirde  of  both  noutet  concurring,  That 
the  follovii^  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  leveral  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constita- 
tion  of  the  United  States ;  which,  when  ratt6ed  by 
three-fourths  of  the  said  LegisUtures,  shall  be  valid  as 
ptrt  of  the  said  Coostitution,  to  wit : 

"  The  Jodicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
be  emstrued  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity, 
eominenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United 
Suies  by  eitiaens  of  another  State,  or  by  citiaens  or 
nbject4  of  any  foreign  State." 

On  which  a  motion  was  made  as  follows : 

'Rteolwed,  Tliat  the  eonsideratioo  of  this  motion  be 
poetponed,  and  that  the  Senate  will,  on  the  10th  in- 
iuat,tske  mto  consideration  the  subject  of  amend- 
Beats  to  the  ConstiUtion." 

Wherenpon  it  was  agreed  to  diride  the  motion 
ior  toiendaettt,  and  the  first  clause  was  adopted, 
to  wit: 

"Hiat  the  consideration  of  the  original  motion  be 
pottpooed." 

And,  the  latter  dause  of  the  motion  for  post- 
ponement being  amended,  it  was 

Raolwed,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  t>e  18th  instant, 
take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  amendments  to 
the  CoQstittttiun. 


FaiDAT,  January  8. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  the  Se- 
ovtury  of  the  Treasury  lay  before  the  Senate  the 
Mowing  returns,  to  wit : 

A  ftatement  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
exported  fh*m  the  several  States  from  the  Ist  of  July, 
YiK  to  (he  1st  of  July,  1798,  specifying  the  quantities 
*o<|  Tslue  of  each  kind,  and  the  several  countries  to 
vhidi  the  same  have  respectively  been  exported. 

A  ststeoMit  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
mported  into  the  several  States  for  the  same  period, 
ipcciff  ing  the  quantities  and  the  prime  cost,  and  dutied 
viioe  of  sacfa  kind,  and  the  several  countries  from 
vbick  the  same  have  respectively  been  imported 

A^vtatemeni  of  the  tonnage  of  fureign  vessels  en- 
<^  into  the  several  States  during  the  same  period, 
|P^viog  the  several  countries  to  which  the  aatd  ves- 
■«■  respectively  belong. 

A  lUtemeot  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States' 
^^Is  entered  into  the  several  Slates  durine  the  same 
P^^  distinguishing  those  employed  in  &heritts,.in 
w  Qoatting  and  in  the  foreign  trade,  and  specifying 
HC  leTenl  cnootries  from  which  the  said  vessels  em- 
pBjtd  in  said  trade  cama 

Or^$d^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 


TuBsoAT,  January  7. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
PRBsmaiiT  or  thi  UmTin  Statks  : 

Oeniiemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Home  of  RepreBentativee : 

Experience  has  shown  that  it  would  be  useful  to  hare 
an  officer  particularly  charged,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Department  of  War,  with  the  duties  of  receiving, 
safe-keeping,  and  distributing  the  public  supplies,  in  mIX 
cases  in  which  the  laws  and  the  course  ot  service  do 
not  devolve  them  upon  other  officers ;  and,  also^  with 
that  of  superiutendmg,  in  all  cases,  the  issues,  in  de- 
tail, of  supplies,  with  power,  for  that  purpose,  to  bring 
to  account  all  persons  intrusted  to  make  such  issues, 
in  relation  thereto. 

An  establishment  of  this  nature,  by  securing  a  regu- 
lar and  punctual  accountability  for  the  issues  of  pub- 
lic supplies,  would  be  a  great  guard  against  abuse, 
would  tend  to  insure  their  due  application,  and  to  give 
public  satisfaction  on  that  point 

I  therefore  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress the  expediency  of  an  establishment  of  this  nature, 
under  such  regulations  as  shall  appear  to  them  ad- 
visable. 

G.  WASHINOTOir. 

Umitko  Statu,  Jamiary  7,  1794. 

Oentle/nen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houae  of  Repreeentaiivee : 

I  lay  before  vou  an  official  statement  of  the  expendi- 
ture to  ^e  end  of  the  year  1798,  from  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  granted  to  defray  tlie  contingent  ex- 
penses of  Qovernment,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  26th 
of  March,  1790.  O.  WASHINGTON. 

Unitsd  Statu,  Jamiary  7,  1794. 

The  Messages  and  paper  referred  to  in  the  last- 
recited  Messa^,  were  sererally  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 


Monday,  January  d. 
^e  Senate  met  UMlay,  but  done  no  busin 


Wbonesdat,  January  8. 

Ordered^  TbAt  the  Message  of  the  Pbbsidbht 
OF  THE  United  Stat^,  of  the  7th  instant,  re- 
specting the  usefulness  of  an  officer  particularly 
charged  with  the  duties  of  receiving,  safe-keeping, 
and  distributing  the  public  supplies  in  certain 
cases,  be  referr^  to  Messrs.  Ellswobtb,  Tatlob, 
and  Bbadlet,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

The  following  motion  was  made  and  seconded : 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  do  lay 
before  this  House  the  following  statements,  to  wit : 

First.  A  statement  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the 
United  States,  as  due  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1794, 
specifying  under  distinct  heads-* 

1st  The  Funded  Debt,  distinguishing  the  six  per 
cents,,  three  per  cents,  and  deferred  stock,  and  in  each 
kind  of  stock,  statii^.  separately,  the  amount  created 
by  the  assumption  of  the  State  Debts. 

2d.  The  lU^tered  Debt 

Sd  The  Debt  subscribable  to  the  Loan  of  the  United 
States,  but  which,  not  being  funded  or  registered  at  the 
Treasury,  is  not  entitled  to  a  dividend 

4th.  The  bahmees  due  to  creditor  States  and  already 
funded,  (if  there  be  any  such,)  beinff  the  excess  of  the 
sum  respectively  by  law  assumed,  for  such  States^ 
above  the  sums  actiudly  subecribed  in  the  Debts  of  the 
saidStatea 


27 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


28 


Sbnatk.] 


Froceedmg9, 


[Jamvart,  1794. 


6tb.  The  Domestic  Loites  for  oaah,  contracted  since 
the  coDuneneement  of  t(^e  present  OovemineDt,  stating 
the  respective  times  when  borrow ed»  and  when  be- 
coming due,  together  with  the  rate  of  interest 

6th.  All  other  kinds  of  Domestic  Debts  not  epecmnj 
included  under  the  five  preceding  heads^  for  the  pajr- 
ment  of  which  no  appropriations  have  been  made. 

Second.  A  statement  of  the  Domestic  Debt  redeemed 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  Oovemment  to 
the  first  day  of  January;  1794,  distinguishing  the  differ- 
ent species  of  Debt,  and  sped^ring  the  mode  of  re* 
demption,  and,  when  redeemed  for  money,  the  amount 
of  moneys  expended  in  purchasing  the  same. 

Tbirti.  A  general  statement  of  the  Foreign  Debt  of 
the  United  States,  as  due  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1794,  stating  separately  the  French  Debt,  the  other 
Debts  oontractea  before  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent Oovemment,  and  the  Loans  contracted  since  that 
time ;  and  specifying,  in  each  Debt  or  Loan,  the  origi- 
nal amount,  the  time  from  which  the  interest  com- 
menced, the  payments  already  made,  with  the  dates  of 
the  same,  and  the  places  where  paid,  the  amount  yet 
due,  and  the  respective  times  when  the  same  shall  ne- 
oome  due. 

Fourth.  A  specific  account  of  the  application  of  the 
moneys  obtained  upon  Foreign  Loans  contracted  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  Government,  to  the 
first  day  of  January.  1794,  stating  the  amount  of  the 
moneys  drawn  over  to  America,  and  of  those  applied 
in  Europe,  together  with  the  dates  of  such  applications 
or  drafts. 

Fifth.  A  summary  statement  of  the  actual  receipts 
and  ezpf*nditures,  fi-om  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent Oovemment  to  the  last  day  of  December,  1790, 
including  all  moneys  received  on  account  of  the  United 
States,  such  parts  of  the  Foreign  Loans  as  have  not 
been  drawn  over  to  America  only  excepted ;  distin- 
guishing the  moneys  received  under  each  branch  of 
the  revenue,  and  the  moneys  expended  under  each  ap- 
propriation, and  stating  the  balances  of  eadi  branch  of 
the  revenue  remaining  unexpended  on  the  81st  day  of 
December,  1700;  specifying,  separately,  such  balances 
as  were  on  that  day  in  the  Treasury,^and  such  as  were 
•uncollected,  or  in  hands  of  any  bank{  oflioers,  or  other 
persona 

Sixth.  Similar  and  separate  statements  for  the  years 
1791, 1792,  and  1798.  respectively,  specifying  separately 
in  each  statement  under  each  branch  of  the  revenue,  the 
mooevs  received  on  account  of  the  revenue  of  that  year, 
jmd  those  received  en  aceooot  of  the  revenue  of  each 
preceding  year;  and  stating, so  far  as  the  same  is  now 
psactioable,  the  amount  uf  all  moneys,  bonds,  or  se- 
curities, on  hand  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1794, 
with  the  times  of  payment  of  such  bonds  or  securities^ 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  He  for  conBideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Represeni- 
stWes  have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
for  <!oncurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making  an  al- 
teoUlon  in  the  FUg  of  the  United  States." 

ThussdaTi  January  9. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others, 
respecting  the  appointment  of  Auibrt  Galla.tiii 
to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  Sutes. 

On  motion, 


Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  following  amend- 
ment be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
respective  States  as  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  two-thirds  of  botk  Houses  agreeing 
thereto : 

"The  powers  of  the  Oovemment  of  the  United 
States  shall  not  extend  to  curtail  or  abridge  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  as  defined  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  said  States,  dated  at 
Paris,  the  third  day  of  September,  1788,  nor  shall  the 
State-rights  of  pre-emption  to  Indian  hunting  grounds, 
within  the  respective  limits,  alter  a  lair  treaty  aad 
sale,  be  questioned.*' 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  on  the  t&blcL 


Fbidat,  January  10. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Laub  and  others,  respecting  the  appointment  of 
Albibt  Gallatiic  a  Senator  of  the  United  States ; 
which  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  stating  that  Al- 
bert Gallatik,  at  the  time  be  was  elected  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States,  had  not  been  nine 
years  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States,  as  ia  re- 
quired  by  the  Constitution,  report : 

**  That  the  committee  have  oonferred  with  Mr.  Mi< 
chael  Schmyser,  agent  for  the  petitioners,  and  with  Mr. 
Gallatin  ;  that  Mr.  Schmyser  has  declared  that  the 
petitioners  are  ready  to  adduce  proofe  in  support  of  the 
petition  at  such  time  as  the  Senate  may  think  propei 
to  appoint ;  that  Mr.  Gallatin  states  no  objection  t< 
the  trial's  commencing  at  an  early  day.  The  coin< 
mittee  therefore  recommend  that  the  Soiate  agree  tc 
the  following  resolution : 

**JU9olved,  Tliat be  assigned  for  beariiig>  Uke  pe 

tition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  respecting  Mr.  Ctas^ 
latin's  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  that  Measv^ 
Gallatin  and  Schmyser  be  furnished  with  a  copy  q 
this  resolution.**  ^ 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  repof 
of  the  committee,  and  to  take  into  consideratioi 
the  following  resolution :  \ 

**  Resolved^  That  a  Committee  of  Elections,  to 
of  seven,  be  appointed  to  report  rules  for  rtpceiv 
petitions  and  conducting  inquiries  relative  to  the  4|a 
fications  of  a  Senator ;  and  that  the  petition  of  Com 
Laub  and  others  be  referred  to  the  same  committee, 
state  the  facts,  and  that  they  be  authorised  to  send 
persons  and  papers.** 

On  which  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded 
postpone  this  motion  and  to  take  up  the  follow 

"  That  •— —  be  a  committee  to  ascertain  and 
the  Senate  the  fiicts  relative  to  the  time  when  At-aajj 
Gallatin  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  Statea.  iij 
tliat  the  said  C(»ramittee  have  power  to  send  for  pj 
sons  and  papers."  i 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  and  aeoondi^ 

to  postpone  the  preceding,  and  to  take  into   col 
sideration  the  following  motion  :  j 

**  Retolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Elections  be   J 
pointed,  and  that  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  ai 
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oaiera  be  referred  to  it,  to  report  their  opioioa  on  the 
merits  of  the  aaid  petition." 

AihI»  alter  debate^  the  Senate  adjourned. 


MoBDAT,  January  13. 

The  Senate  renamed  the  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of ,  Conrad  Laob  and  otheni,  respecting  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of 
the  United  Sutes. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Elections,  to  con* 
■si  of  adven,  be  appointed,  and  that  the  petition  of 
Coosad  I^mb  and  others  be  referred,  without  pre- 
jndice  aa  to  any  questions  which  may,  upon  the 
hearings,  be  raised  by  the  aitting  member,  aa  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  parties  and  the  matter  charged  in 
the  petition,  to  the  same  committee,  to  state  the 
(aeU,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers;  also,  that  Messrs.  Bradley, Ells- 
worth, Mitchell,  Rdtherfubd,  Brown,  Liver- 
more,  and  Tatlok,  be  this  committee. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration  the  subject  of  amendments 
to  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States ;  and  it 
was  agreed  to  consider  at  this  time  the  following 
motion : 

"  RtMoiited  by  tk£  8maie  and  ffouae  of  B^preterUa- 
ftoei  of  the  United  Staler  of  America  tn  Congren  aa- 
eembUd,  iwhtkirda  of  both  Houms  eoneurrinff,  Thtkt  the 
fiollowii^  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
eereral  States,  as  aa  amendment  to  the  Oinstitntion  of 
the  United  States;  which,  when  ratified  bj  three- 
fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part 
of  the  said  Constitotiun,  to  wit : 

"  The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
be  coQstnied  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity, 
eommeooed  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United 
Sutes  by  citiaeoa  of  another  Sute,  or  by  citiaens  or 
subjects  of  any  foreign  State." 

And,  after  debate*  the  further  consideration 
thereof  waa  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  24th  of  December  last,  and  the  9th 
of  Janoary  instant,  on  the  subject  of  amendments 
to  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States,  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow,  and  that  the  several  mo- 
tions on  this  subject  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  mo- 
tioQ  made  the  third  instant,  respecting  certain  atate- 
Bieots  from  the  Secretary  of  the  treasury;  and, 
having  agreed  to  sundry  amendments  thereon,  it  waa 
adopted,  aa  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  goods, 
vares^  and  merchandise,  exported  from  the  several 
States  from  the  first  day  of  July,  179^,  to  the  30th 
^y  of  Jducv  1793 ;  specifving  the  quantities  and 
value  of  each  kind,  and  the  several  countriea  to 
which  the  same  hnve  respectively  been  exported. 

Statements  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
fisc  imported  into  the  several  States,  from  the  Ist 
day  of  July,  1791,  to  the  30th  day  of  June,  1792, 
»ad  from  the  1st  day  of  July,  1792,  to  the  30th  day 
of  June,  1793;  specifying,  for  each  period  sepa- 


rately, the  quantities  and  the  prime  cost  and  da- 
tied  values  of  each  kind,  and  the  several  eountriea 
from  which  the  same  have  respectively  been  im- 
ported. 

Statements  of  the  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels, 
entered  into  the  several  States,  from  the  let  day  of 
July,  1791,  to  the  30th  day  of  June,  1792,  and  from 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1792,  to  the  SOth  day  of  June, 
1793;  specifying,  for  each  period  separately,  the 
several  countries  to  which  the  said  vessels  respect- 
ively belong. 

Statements  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States' 
vessels,  entered  into  the  several  SUtes,  from  the 
1st  day  of  July,  1791,  to  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1792,  and  from  the  Ist  day  of  July,  1792,  to  the 
SOth  day  of  June,  1793 ;  distinguishing,  for  eaeh 
period  separately,  those  employed  in  fisheries,  in  the 
coasting  and  in  the  foreign  trade,  and  specifying  the 
several  countries  from  which  the  said  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  foreign  trade  came. 


Tuesday,  January  14. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senat9 
took  into  consideration  the  motion  made  yesterday 
for  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  respecting  the  Judicial  power  there- 
of. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gallatut,  tiiat  the  motion  be 
amended  to  read  aa  follows : 

*  '"The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States,  except  in 
cases  arising  under  treaties  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to 
any  suit  in  law  or  equity,  commenced  or  prosecuted 
against  one  of  the  United  States,  by  citiaens  of  another 
State,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign  State." 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  that  the  motion  be  amended  to  read 
as  follows : 

"  The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  extends  to 
all  cases  in  law%nd  equity  in  which  one  of  the  United 
States  is  a  party ;  but  no  suit  shall  be  prosecuted  against 
one  of  the  United  States  by  citiaens  of  another  State,  or 
by  citizens  or  subjects  of  a  foreign  State,  where  the 
cause  of  action  shall  have  arisen  l^fore  the  ratification 
of  thia  amendment" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolntion 
follows : 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Eou$e  of  Repreaenior 
Hftet  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congreaa  at- 
nemhUdt  twhthitdn  of  both  Houtee  concurring^  That 
the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Oonntitution 
of  the  United  States ;  which,  when  ratified  by  three- 
fourths  of  the  eaid  Legislatures,  ihall  be  valid  aa  part  of 
the  aaid  Coiistitotiou,  to  wit ; 

**  The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
be  construed  to  extend  to  sny  suit  in  law  or  equity, 
commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  united 
States  by  citiaens  of  another  State,  or  by  citiaens  or 
subjects  of  any  foreign  State:" 

It  pasaed  in  the  aflirmative — ^yeas  33,  nays  3,  as 
follows : 

TiAa--Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr, 
Butler,  Oabot,  Edwards,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Frelinghuy- 
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•en,  Hawkiiu,  Jacluon,  Ixard,  King,  Ungdon,  Liver- 
more,  Martin,  MitcheU,  Monroe,  Rotwison,  Strong.  Tay- 
lor, and  Vining. 

Natb.— Mewra.  Qallatin  and  Rutherfurd. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  eoncnr- 
rence  of  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  in  this 
resolation. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
following  motion,  viz : 

**  That  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  addins,  at 
the  end  of  Uie  9th  section  of  the  Ist  article,  the  folIoW' 
ing  clause : 

**  Nor  fhall  any  person,  holding  any  oiBce  or  stock  in 
any  institution  in  the  nature  of  a  Bank,  for  issuing  or 
discounting  bills  or  notes  payable  to  bearer  or  order, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  State*,  be  a  member 
of  either  House  whilst  he  holds  such  office  or  stock ; 
but  no  power  to  grant  any  charter  of  incorporation,  or 
any  commerctiJ  or  other  monopoly,  shall  be  hereby  im- 
plied." 

And,  after  debate,  the  farther  consideration  of 
this  motion  waa  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Wbdrbsdat,  January  15. 

The  following  Message  waa  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Chntiemen  of  tht  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  JiepreeentoHvee : 

I  lay  before  you,  as  being  connected  with  the  corre- 
spondence already  in  your  possession,  between  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  and  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republic,  the  copy  of  a  Letter  firt»m  that  Min- 
ister of  the  26th  of  December,  17))}?,  and  a  c»py  <>f  the 
proceediiigs  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  South 
Uarolina. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unrid  Statb,  Jamtary  15, 1794. 

The  Message  and  pspers  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  considenition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterdnv  for  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  Lnited  States,  inhibiting  the 
holders  of  any  office  or  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  from  a  seat  in  either  House  of 
Congress. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  motion,  to  be  read  as 
follows : 

*'  Nor  shall  any  person  holding  any  office  in  any  in- 
stitution in  the  nature  of  a  Bank,  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  be  a  member  of  either  House 
whibt  he  holds  such  office ;  but  no  power  to  grant  any 
charter  of  incorporation,  or  any  commercial  or  other 
monopoly,  shall  be  hereby  imphed." 

And,  after  debate,  the  further  ooosideration  there- 
of waa  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Thubsd  AY,  January  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  mo- 
tion made  yesterday,  to  amend  the  motion  under 
consideration  the  14th  instant,  for  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  inhibiting 
the  holders  of  any  office  or  stock  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  from  a  seat  in  either  House  of 
Congress. 


On  motion  to  amend  the  amendment,  so  that  it 
be  read  as  follows : 

"  Nor  shall  any  person  holding  anjr  office  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  be  a  m<^mber  of  either  House  whibt 
he  holds  such  office ;  but  no  power  to  grant  any  charter 
of  incorporation,  or  any  commercial  or  other  monopoly, 
shall  be  hereby  implied :" 

It  psssed  in  the  affirmative— years  13,  nay  13,  as 
follows: 

Tbas.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler.  Ed- 
wards, Gallatin,  Hawkins.  Jackson,  laard,  Bfartin,  Moo- 
roe,  Robinson,  and  Taylor. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth.  Foster, 
Frelii^uysen.  King,  Langdon,  Livermore,  Mitebell, 
Morris,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  to  expunge  the  follow- 
ing clause  of  the  motion  last  adopted : 

•  But  no  power  to  grant  any  charter  of  incorporation, 
or  any  commercial  or  other  monopoly,  shall  be  hereby 
implied  :**  and. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  amend- 
ed as  follows : 

**  Nor  shall  any  person  holding  any  office  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  be  a  member  of  either  House 
whilst  he  holds  such  office  :** 

It  passed  in  the  negative,  yeas  12,  nays  13 — aa 
follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Ed- 
ward^  Gallatin,  Hawkins,  Jsckson,  Martin,  Monroe, 
Robinfon,  and  TayU»r. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Frelioghuvsen,  Ixard,  King,  Langdoo,  Livermore, 
Mitchell,  Morris,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

On  motion  it  was  Agreed  that  the  further  consi- 
deration of  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  postponed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Houne  of  Repreeentatiwee : 

I  transmit,  for  your  information,  certain  intelligence 
lately  received  from  Europe,  as  it  relates  to  the  subject 
of  my  past  communications. 

*^  G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unitkd  States,  January  18,  1794. 

The  Message  and  popers  referred  to  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  State  be  reqncHted  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a 
translation  of  the  Act  of  Navigation  passed  by  the 
National  Convention  of  France,  communicated  this 
day  in  the  originol. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  BtrxLEK  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Sutes ;"  which  was  read  the  first 
time. 

On  motion  that  this  bill  have  a  second  reading*, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Whereas  it  is  inexpedient  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  snould  continue  to  hold  any  stock  ia 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  have  any  political 
connexion  with  the  said  Bank,  or  any  other  connex- 
ion with  it,  otherwise  than  in  common  with  other 
banks  within  the  United  States : 
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ntkmly  nf  tk9  •ntm^  ThM  the  lltb  and  16Ui  articles 
of  Um  7Ui  16041011,  aad  Uia  9ih  seetMo,  of  the  act,  enti- 
tkd  "  Ab  act  to  iocorporate  the  eubecribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,^  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby^  re- 
pealed. 

2d  Bt  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Preeident  of  the 
United  States  be,  aod  he  is  hereby,  autliorised  to  dispose 
of,  by  ctle,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  most  con- 
dttciTe  to  the  public  interest,  and  as  soon  as  may  be  after 
tke  paMing  of  this  act,  all  the  interest  or  stock  whidi 
the  public  were  possessed  of,  or  entitled  to^  in  the  said 
fisok,  by  rirtue  of  their  subscription  to  the  same,  in 
eoDformity  to  the  11th  section  of  said  act,  the  proceeds 
of  vhich  lales  shall  be  disposed  of  as  hereafter  directed. 
Aod  vhereas  it  ia  desiraole  that  the  Debt  due  by  the 
TDited  States  to  Uie  said  Bank,  by  virtue  of  the  sub- 
•criptioo  aforesaid,  should  be  discharged  at  as  early  a 
period  as  may  be,  as  well  that  the  parties  interested  in 
the  institution  may  become  possessed  of  the  funds,  by 
vhich  it  ia  designed  to  be  constituted,  as  the '  pubhc 
completely  exonerated  from  all  claims  or  demands  on 
that  acQiunt. 

8d  Be  it  further  enactedj  That  the  President  of  the 
Uoited  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cau^e 
to  be  ailjusted,  if  practicable,  with  the  Directors  of  said 
Bank,  upon  such  terms  as  shall  be  deemed  just  and 
reawnablcv  the  balance  which  may  be  due  by  the  United 
States  to  said  Bank  by  virtue  of  aaid  subscription,  and 
the  amount  to  be  paid  ofi^  at  such  time  or  times  as  shall 
be  agreed  on,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  said 
Mock :  Provided,  nevertheUn,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  imply  any  obligation  on 
the  said  Directors  to  accept  of  any  adjustment,  or  pay- 
mcDta,  other  than  contained  in,  and  specified  by,  the 
set  aforesaid. 

ith.  ^fid  6«  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  surplus 
or  balance  shall  remsun  from  the  sales  aforesaid,  after 
lacb  adjustment  with,  or  payment  to,  the  Directors  afore- 
iaid,  such  balance  shall  oe,  and  is  hereby,  applied  to. 

It  passed  in  the  negative,  yeas  12,  nays  18 — as 

Ibllovs : 

Tius.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Ed-- 
v&rda,  Oallatin,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Martin,  Monroe, 
Bobinsoo,  and  Taylor. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Frelingfauysen,  Ixard,  King,  Lsjigdon,  livermore, 
KitdHsU,  Morris,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Martin,  that  the  Senate 
>dopt  the  following  resolutions : 

**  Retolved,  That,  'm  all  represeotatiTe  Govemmeiftts, 
the  Bepresentatires  are  responsible  ftir  their  conduct  to 
their  ooQstiSucnta,  who  are  entitled  to  such  inibrma- 
ti<A  that  a  discfimioation  and  just  estimate  be  made 

thereof 

.  **  Retolved,  That  the  Senate  of  the  United  SUtes,  be- 
i"g  the  Representatives  of  the  sovereignties  of  the  indi- 
^oal  States,  whose  basis  b  the  people,  owe  equal  re- 
ipoQsibility  to  the  Powers  by  which  they  are  appointed, 
u  if  that  body  were  derived  immediately  from  tlie 
P^ple,  aod  that  all  questions  and  debates,  arising  there- 
»poQ  io  their  Legislative  and  Judiciary  capacity  ought 
tobepublic.  ^  /     I-    /    -6 

^BtiiUfMd,  That  the  mode  adopted  by  the  Senate  of 
P&blishing  their  Journals,  aod  extracts  from  them,  in 
*^nMper|,is  not  adequate  to  the  purpose  of  circoUting 
tttbfaetnry  information.  While  the  principles  and  de- 
^^•^  of  the  individual  members  are  withheld  from  pub- 1 
3d  U».— 2 


lie  view.  respensibiUty  is  deetniyed,  whioh,  on  the  pub- 
licity  of  their  deliberatioos,  would  bo  restored ;  the 
constitutional  powers  of  the  Senate  become  more  im- 
portant, in  being  more  influential  over  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  ;  abuse  of  power,  mal-administration 
of  office,  more  easily  detected  and  corrected  '.jealousies, 
rising  in  the  public  mind  from  secret  Legistation,  pre- 
vented, and  greater  confidence  placed  by  our  fellow* 
dtiaens  in  the  National  Government,  by  whidi  their 
lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  are  to  be  seonred  and 
protected. 

**  Resolved,  therefore^  That  it  be  a  aUnding  role,  that 
the  doors  of  the  Hettata  Chamber  remain  open  while* 
the  Senate  shall  be  sitting  in  a  Legiabitive  aod  Judi- 
ciary capacity,  except  on  such  occasions  as  in  their' 
judgment  may  require  secrecy ;  and  thai  this  rule  com- 
menoa  on  —  day  of  — — >" 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  He  fbr  consideration, 
and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  proposed  resolu- 
tions be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Friday,  January  17. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  of  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion,  it  waff 
agreed  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  made 
yesterday,  that  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
remain  open  under  certain  restrictions;  and,  on 
motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed  until  Wednesday  next 

On  motion,  that  the  Senate  adopt  the  following  . 
order: 

**  That  the  SecreUry  of  State  be  directed  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate  the  correspondences  which  have  been 
had  between  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Republic  of  France  and  said  Republic,  and  between ' 
said  Minister  and  the  office  of  Secntary  of  State  :^ 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  8th  of  January,  instant,  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  lay  before  the  Senate  cer- 
tain statements  of  the  Public  Debt ;  and, 

Ord0red^  That  the  further  consideratioa  thereof 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next 

MoMiiAT,  January  20. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Person  and  others,  a 
committee  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  other 
purchasers  of  lands  in  the  ceded  Territory  South 
of  the  Ohio,  referring  to  a  petition  presented  to 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
praying  for  redress  of  certain  matters  therein  con- 
tained, was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  motion  made 
on  the  17th  instant,  that  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partment of  State  be  directed  to  lay  before  the 
Senate  the  correspondences  which  have  been  had 
between  the  Minister  of  the  United  Sutes  at  the 
Republic  of  France  and  said  Republic,  shouki  be 
further  postponed. 

The  consideration  of  the  motion  made  on  the . 
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8th  instant,  that  the  Secretarj  for  the  Department 
of  the  Treasurj  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Se- 
nate certain  statements  of  the  Public  Debt,  waa 
resumed;  and  being  amended,  was  adopted,  as 
fallows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  do  lay 
before  this  House  the  following  statements,  to  wit : 

First  A  statement  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  as  due  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1794,  spe- 
cifying, under  distinct  heads — 

1st  The  Funded  Debt  distinguishing  the  six  per 
cents,  three  per  cent*,  and  Deferred  Stock,  and  in  each 
kind  of  BiooL  stating,  separately,  the  amount  created 
by  the  assumption  of  the  State  bebts. 
2d.  The  Registered  Debt. 

8d.  The  Debt  subscribable  to  the  Loan  of  the  United 
States,  but  which,  not  being  funded  or  registered  at  the 
Treasury,  is  not  entitled  to  a  dividend. 

4th.  The  balances  due  to  creditor  States  and  already 
funded,  if  there  be  any  such,  being  the  excess  of  the 
sums  respectively  by  law  assumed  for  such  States, 
above  the  sums  actufUly  subscribed  in  the  Debts  of  the 
said  States. 

5th.  The  Domestic  Loans  for  cash  contracted  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  Qovernroent,  stating 
the  respective  times  when  bi»rrowed  and  when  becom- 
ing due,  together  with  the  rate  of  interest 

6th.  All  other  kinds  of  Domestic  Debts  not  specially 
included  under  the  five  preceding  heads,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  no  appropriations  have  been  made. 

Second.  A  statement  of  the  Domestic  Debt  redeemed 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  Government,  to 
the  first  dav  of  January,  1794;  distinguishing  the  dif- 
ferent species  of  Debt,  and  specifying  the  mode  of  re- 
demption, and,  when  redeemed  for  money,  the  amount 
of  moneys  expended  in  purchasing  the  Mime. 

Third.  A  general  statement  of  the  Foreign  Debt  of 
the  United  States  as  due  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1794 ;  stating,  separately,  the  French  Debt  the  other 
Debts  contracted  before  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  ami  the  Loans  contracted  since  that 
time;  and  specifying,  in  each  Debtor  Loan,  the  original 
amount,  the  time  from  which  the  interest  commenced, 
the  payments  already  made,  with  the  dates  of  the  same, 
and  the  places  where  paid,  the  amount  yet  due,  and  the 
respective  times  when  the  same  shall  become  due. 

Fourth.  A  specific  account  of  the  application  of  the 
moneys  obtained  upon  Foreign  Loans,  contracted  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  Government  to  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1794 ;  stating  the  amount  of  the 
moneys  drawn  over  to  America,  and  those  applied  in 
Europe,  together  with  the  dates  of  such  applications 
or  drafts. 

Fifth.  A  summary  statement  of  the  actual  receipts 
and  expenditures  from  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Government  to  the  last  day  of  December,  1790,  includ- 
ing all  moneys  received  on  account  of  the  United 
States,  such  parts  of  the  Foreign  Loans  as  have  not  been 
drawn  over  to  America  only  excepted ;  distinguishing 
the  moneys  received  under  each  branch  of  the  revenue, 
and  the  moneys  expended  under  each  appropriation, 
and  stating  the  balances  of  each  branch  of  the  revenue 
remaining  unexpended  on  the  31st  day  of  December, 
1790;  specifying  se[jarately  such  balances  as  were  on 
that  dav  in  the  'J'reasury,  and  such  as  were  uncollected 
or  in  the  hands  of  any  banks,  ofiScers,  or  other  per- 
sons. 

Sixth.  Similar  and  separate  statements  for  the  years 
1791,  and  1792,  respectively,  and,  *o  far  as  the  same 
is  now  practicable,  fur  the  year  1798 ;  specifying,  sepa- 


rately, in  each  statement  under  each  brandi  of  the 
revenue,  the  moneys  received  on  account  of  the  revenue 
of  that  year  and  those  received  on  aceount  of  the  revenue 
of  each  preceding  year,  and  stating,  so  far  as  the  same 
is  now  practicable,  the  amount  of  all  moneys,  bonds  or 
securities,  on  hand,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1794, 
with  the  times  of  payment  of  such  bonds  or  securitiea. 


Tuesday,  January  21. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PSKSIDENT  or  THE  UNITED  StATES  : 

(htUlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  House  of  RepreeetUaiivte : 

Having  already  laid  before  you  a  Lettor  of  the  1 6th 
of  August  1793,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  our 
Minister  at  Paris,  stating  the  conduct  and  urging  the 
recal,  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic  of 
France,  I  now  communicate  ti)  you,  that  his  conduct  has 
been  unequivocallv  disapproved ;  and  that  the  strongest 
assurances  have  been  given,  that  his  recal  should  be 
expedited  without  delay. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unitbd  States,  January  20,  1794. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
file. 

The  memorial  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
from  the  yearly  meeting  held  at  Rhode  Island  for 
New  England,  in  the  year  1798,  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  Congress  to  exercise  the  autho- 
rity Tested  in  them  by  the  Constitution  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  Me.ssage  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidbiit  or  the  United  States  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  Repreaentativet : 

It  ia  with  satidfactioo  I  announce  to  ^on  that  the 
alterations  which  have  been  made  by  law  m  the  original 
plan  for  raising  a  duty  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  on  stills,  co-operating  with  better 
information,  have  ha<l  a  considerable  influence  in  obviat- 
ing the  difficulties,  which  have  embarrassed  that  branch 
of  tlie  public  revenue.  But  the  obstacles  which  have 
been  experienced,  though  lessened,  are  not  yet  entirely 
surmounted ;  and  it  would  seem  that  some  further  Le- 
gislative provisions  may  usefully  be  superadded ;  which 
leads  me  to  recal  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  sub- 
ject. Among  the  matters  which  roav  demand  regu- 
lation, is  the  effect  in  point  of  organization,  produced 
bv  the  separation  of  Kentucky  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  the  situation,  with  regard  to  the  law,  of  the 
Territories  Northwest  and  Southwest  of  the  Ohio. 

The  laws  respecting  lighthouse  establishments,  re- 
quire, as  a  condition  of  their  permanent  maintenance, 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  a  cotnplete  cession 
of  soil  and  jurisdiction.  The  cessions  of  different  States 
having  been  qualified  with  a  reservation  of  the  right  of 
serving  legal  process  within  the  ceded  jurisdiction,  aro 
understood  to  be  inconclusive,  as  annexing  a  qualifica- 
tion not  consonant,  with  the  terms  of  the  law.  1  present 
this  circumstance  to  the  view  of  Congress,  that  they 
may  judge  whether  any  alteration  ought  to  be  made. 

As  it  appears  to  be  conformable  witfi  the  intention  of 
the  **  Ordinance  fi>r  the  Government  of  the  Territory  of 
theUnited  State  s  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,"  aUhough 
it  is  not  expressly  directed,  that  the  laws  of  that  Terri- 
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(orr  should  be  laid  before  Congress,  I  now  transmit  to 
TOO  a  copj  of  sQch  as  have  been  passed,  from  July  to 
beoeinber,  1792,  indusiye ;  being  the  last  which  have 
been  received  bj  the  Secretary  of  State. 

G.  WASHINGTON, 
rnm  BftATMB,  Jdunutry  21, 1794. 

The  Message  and  copy  of  laws  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  BraDLET,  LiVERMORE, 
and  Bjiowx,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  laws  passed  in  the  Territory  of  the 
United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  from 
My  to  December,  1792,  inclusive,  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Wbdnesdat,  Jannarj  22. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate 
sirodry  Communications  from  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  War,  respecting  a  Treaty  of 
Peace  lately  concluded  by  James  Seagrove,  agent 
for  Indian  a£Eair9  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  chiefii  and  warriors  on  behalf  of  the 
Creek  Indiana 

The  papers  communicated  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration  the  motion  made  the  16th 
instant,  that  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
"  should  remain  open  while  the  Senate  shall  be 
litting  in  a  Le^slative  and  Judiciary  capacity.*' 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  con- 
fiidenttioB  of  this  subject  to  this  day  fortnight. 


Thursday,  January  23. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Cabot,  "  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  consider  of  the  expediency  of  al- 
loviog  the  drawback  on  the  re-exportation  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  from  ports  other 
that  those  into  which  they  were  first  imported, 
and  to  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  if  they  shall 
think  it  proper :" 

Ordered,  That  this  fnotion  lie  for  consideration. 

The  following  ^lessage  was  received  from  the 

PKbilOEXT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  : 

(kniUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

ef  tke  JUcmee  of  Repreeentatiees : 

I  forward  to  you  extracts  from  the  last  advices  from 
oBr  Minister  in  London,  as  being  connected  with  com- 
niBoications  already  made. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

TJMiTto  Status  January  22,  1794.  ' 

The  Message  and  extracts  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  completing  and  better 
supporting  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
I'oiied  States,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
Race  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
tteeond  reading. 

The  motion  made  on  the  17th  instant,  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  lay  before  the 
Wte  the  correspondences  which  have  been  had 


between  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Republic  of  France  and  said  Republic,  and  be- 
tween said  Minister  and  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  was  resumed ;  and 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  motion,  to  be 
read  as  follows : 

**  I1iat  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  correfpondenoes 
which  have  been  bad  between  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Republic  of  France  and  said  Re- 
pablie,  and  between  saia  Minister  and  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State:" 

And,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  January  24. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  17th  instant,  together  with 
the  amendment  proposed  on  the  23d,  respecting 
the  correspondences  which  have  been  had  between 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  RepubUe 
of  France  and  said  Republic. 

And  on  motion,  to  agree  to  the  resolntion, 
amended  as  follows : 

**Re9olved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  correspond- 
ences which  have  been  had  between  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Republic  of  France  and  said 
Republic,  and  between  said  Minister  and  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State :" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeaa  13,  nays  11, 
as  follows : 

TxAa— Messra  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr.  Butler,  Ed- 
wards, Gallatin,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Langdon,  Martin, 
Monroe,  Robinson,  and  Taylor. 

NAva — Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Frelinghuysen.  Izard,  Livermore,  Mitchell,  Morris, 
Strong,  and  Vining. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolution 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  completing 
and  better  supporting  the  Military  Establishment 
of  the  United  States,*  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next 


Monday,  January  27. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  eompleting  and 
better  supporting  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  States  {*  and 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Ells- 
worth, Livermore,  Strong,  Izard,  and  Lang- 
don, to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Tuesday,  January  28. 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  Bloomfield,  President 
of,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Convention  of  Delegates 
from  the  Abolition  Societies  within  the  United 
States,  was  presented  and  read,  praying  Congress 
to  pass  a  law  prohibiting  the  traffic  carried  on  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  the  supply  of 
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slayes  to  foreign  nations,  and  preventiag  foreign- 
ers from  fitting  but  vessels  for  the  slave  trade  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  a 
translation  of  the  French  Act  of  Navigation. 

Wednesday,  January  29. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrenoe,  entitled  ^*  An  act  for 
completing  and  better  supporting  the  Military 
Establishment  of  the  United  States,"  reportecL 
amendments,  which  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

Thursday,  January  30. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hou»e  of  RepreMentatwee : 

Commuoioations  have  been  made  to  Oonf^ess  during 
the  present  session,  with  the  intention  of  a&rding  afull 
view  of  the  posture  of  affitirs  on  the  Southwestern 
frontiers.  By  the  information  which  has  lately  been 
laid  before  Congress,  it  appeared  that  the  difficulties 
with  the  Creeks  had  been  amicably  and  happily  termi- 
nated. But  it  will  be  perceived  with  regret,  by  the 
papers  herewith  transmitted,  that  the  tranquility  has 
unt'urtanately  been  of  short  duration,  owing  to  the  mur- 
der of  several  friendly  Indians,  by  some  lawless  white 
men. 

The  condition  of  thbgs  in  that  quarter,  requirot  the 
serious  and  immediate  consideratioa  of  Congress,  and 
the  adoption  of  sach  wise  and  vigorous  laws  as  wilt  be 
competent  to  the  preservation  of  the  national  character, 
and  of  the  pefuse  made  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  with  the  several  Indian  tribes.  Expe- 
rience demonstrates  that  the  existing  legal  provisions 
are  entirely  inadequate  to  those  great  objects. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Untted  States,  January  80,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
ibiU«  sent  from  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  for 
■eonearrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  completing  and 
abetter  supporting  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  States;*'  and,  after  debate,  the  further 
tconsidaomtion  thereof  was  postponed. 

Friday,  January  31.    * 
The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
l)ill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  for 
eoncunaenoe,  entitled  "  An  act  for  completing  and 
lietter  supporting  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  Untted  Stales;''  and,  after  debate, 
Heeolved,  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 
Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representativea  that  the  Senate  do  not  concur 
in  this  bilL 


30^h  of  December  last,  respecting  certain  impedi- 
ments in  the  coinage  of  tne  precious  metals,  to- 
gether with  the  Beport  of  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  State  thereoQ. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Cabot,  Izard,  and 
Ellsworth,  be  a  eommittee  to  take  into  eonsidej^ 
ation  and  report  on  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  30th  of 
December  last,  which  respects  certain  impedimenta 
to  the  coinage  of  the  precious  metals,  together 
with  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  last  parajgraph  of  the  said  Message,  and  the 
papers  to  which  it  refers ;  and 

Ordered,  Thbt  they  be  committed  to  the  eom- 
mittee last  mentioned,  to  ooomder  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate, 


Tuesday,  February  4. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Kepresentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  relief  of 
such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  Dominfo,  resi- 
dent within  the  United  States,  as  may  be  found  in 
want  of  support,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

This  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 


Wednesday,  February  5. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'An  act  providing  for 
the  relief  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  Do- 
mingo, resident  within  the  United  States,  as  may 
be  found  in  want  of  support,*^  was  read  the  second 
time ;  and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cabot  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  consideration  the  last  clause 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  30th  December,  which  report  was 
read ;  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  16th  January  last,  that  the  doors 
of  the  Senate  remain  open  while  the  Senate  shall 
be  sitting  in  a  Legislative  and  Judiciary  capacity. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  post* 
poned  to  this  day  fortnight. 


Monday,  February  3. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  Message 
of  the  President  op  the  United  States,  of  the 


Thursday,  February  6. 

Mr.  Potts,  from  Maryland,  attended. 

The  petition  of  Jonathan  Hoi  ton,  late  a  lieute- 
nant in  the  Militia  of  New  Hampshire,  was  pre- 
sented and  read,  stating  that  he  was  wounded  in 
the  battle  of  Bennington,  and  disabled  from  labor, 
and  praying  to  be  reinstated  in  the  list  of  invalid 
pensioners. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  "War  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Heprcseutatives  for 
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coDcurreoce,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
relief  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  Domingo, 
resident  vithin  th^  United  States,  as  may  be  found 
in  want  of  sappori" 

On  motion  that  it  be  recommitted,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fiirther  inquiry,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

And,  aifler  agreeing  to  an  amendment^  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  last  clause  of  the 
Message  of  the  PjkbsIdint  of  thb  United  Statis, 
of  the  dOth  December. 

On  motion  to  reeommit  the  report,  and  that  the 
committee  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
porpoises  therein  mentioned,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive. It  was  then  agreed  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  be  adopted. 

Whereupon,  it  was 

lUdolrftd,  ky  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repreienta- 
tivtt  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Conareee  at' 
teaMed,  That  the  paymeDt  notified  by  the  President 
of  t^  United  States,  m  his  Metaage  of  the  80th  of  De- 
ceoiber  last,  to  have  been  made,  he  approved ;  nnd  that 
the  President  be  authorized  to  make  further  advances 
on  tke  same  account,  as  he  may  judge  expedient,  not 
exeeediog  in  the  whole  the  amount  whicn  might  be 
cUimed  of  the  United  States,  on  the  principles  stated 
in  the  Message. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this  reso- 
lution. 


Faedat,  February  7. 

The  following  tfesskge  was  received  from  the 
PkumtHT  or  thb  United  States  : 

OfiUiemen  0/  tke  Senate,  and 

•f  the  Monte  0/  Eepreeentatieee  : 

Itraosffiit  to  you  an  Act  and  three  Ordinances  pass- 
ed by  the  Govemmeot  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  on  the  18th  and  2 1st  of 
lbrch,aad  the  7th  of  Hay,  1793 ;  and  also  certain  Let* 
t«rt  from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
^public,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  despatches 
from  the  Qeneral  and  £i[traordinary  Commission  of 
Gsudaloupe.  0.  WASHINGTON. 

Usirso  Statss,  JMruary  7, 1794. 

The  Mcflsage  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Act  and  three  Ordinances, 
mentioned  in  the  Message,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  the  21st  of  January  last,  to  whom 
vere  referred  the  laws  passed  in  the  Territory 
Korthvest  of  the  Ohio,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on to  the  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  the  other  papers  referred  to  in  the 
Message  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  Uoose  of  Representatives  for  con- 
conence,  entitled,  "  An  act  providing  for  the  relief 
of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  Domingo,  resi- 
dent within  the  United  States,  as  may  be  found  in 
vant  of  support"     Whereupon, 

Se$ohed,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Baolved^  That  the  resolution  passed  yesterday, 
^  the  report  of  the  committee  appointea  to  consi- 


der the  last  paragraph  of  the  Message  from  the 
PftEsiDEifT  ot  THE  Unitko  States,  of  the'  30th  of 
December  last,  be  reconsidered. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Burr,  Eilswortk,  and 
Kuro,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Message  from  the  Presidejct  of  the  United  States 
of  the  80th  December,  and  that  the  committee  be 
directed  to  report  a  bill  to  carry  the  same  into  exe- 
cution. 

The  Vice  Presidviit  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  his  War  Department  account ;  which 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

MoHDAT,  February  10. 

The  YiCB  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  in  reference  to  the  orders  of  Senate  of 
the  20th  January  last  for  a  return  of  sundry  state- 
ments from  that  Department;  which  Letter  was 
read. 

Mr.  Bradley  reported  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and 
others,  respecting  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Galla- 
tin to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  to 
take  this  report  into  consideration,  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  that  the  Senate  adopt  the  following 
resolution : 

Jieeolved,  lliat  the  doora  of  the  Senate  he  opehed, 
and  oootiuae  open«  during  the  discussion  upon  the  con- 
tested election  of  ALssaff  Oallatxn.'* 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  on  the  table  onfil 
to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  l^e  House  concur  in 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  profiding  for  the  relief  of  such  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Saint  Domingo,  resident  within  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  found  in  want  of  sup- 
port" 

Tuesday,  Telbruary  11. 

Mr.  Strono,  from  the  commitlee  appointed  the 
24th  of  December  last,  to  consider  that  part  of  the 
Speech  of  the  President  op  the  United  States 
which  recommends  further  provision  against  offen- 
ces, reported  a  bill ;  which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

A  motion  was  made, 

**  That  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  citi- 
aens  of  Pennsylvania,  stating  that  ALiuKaT  Qai^latik 
had  not  been  more  than  eight  years  a  citiaen  of  the 
United  States  at  the  time  of  his  election  as  a  Senator, 
is  sufficient,  as.  well  in  respect  to  the  competencv  of  the 
petitioners,  as  in  respect  to  the  matter  allegeJ  in  the 
petition,  to  authorize  the  Senate  to  inquire  and  decide 
whether  the  said  Albkbt  Gallatin  had  been  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  the  term  of  years  required  by  the 
Constitution  as  a  qualification  to  be  a  Senator  of  the 
United  SUtes.** 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  until  to-morrow. 
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On  motion  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  the  Treasury,  communicated  yester- 
day, be  referred  to  Messrs.  Galllatin,  El;«8worth, 
and  Taylor,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration  the  motion  made  yesterday 
that  the  doors  of  the  Senate  be  opened  during  the 
discussion  of  the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Gaula- 
TW.     Whereupon, 

Hesohed,  That  the  doors  of  the  Senate  be  opened, 
and  continue  open  during  the  discussion  upon  the 
contested  election  of  Albert  Gallatin. 

Mr.  Bradley  reported  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Act  and  three  Ordinances 
mentioned  in  the  Message  from  the  PRSsmENT  of 
THE  United  States  of  the  7th  instant,  enacted 
and  ordained  by  the  Governor  and  Judges  of  the 
Territory  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  "  that  Congress 
do  not  disapprove  the  same,"  and  the  report  was 
agreed  to. 


Wednesday,  February  12. 

On  motion,  that  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub 
and  others,  respecting  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Gal- 
latin to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  be  post- 
poned until  Monday  next;  it  was  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Jen- 
kins and  Sons,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Jenkins  and  Sons,"  was  read  a  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  '*  The  act  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  second  time ;  and,  after  debate,  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed. 


Thitrsdat,  February  18. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Jenkins  and  Sons,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  in  addition  to  '*  The  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States:"  and, 
after  debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Message  from  the  Pkbsidbnt  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  30th  of  December  last,  re- 
ported a  bill  authorizing  and  directing  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  Major  General  Lafayette  ; 
which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 


Friday,  February  14. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Jenkins  and  Sons,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  and  directing  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  Major  General  Lapayetts  was 
read  the  second  time,  and,  after  debate,  it  was  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration  and  inquiry. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  in  addition  to  '*The  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States;"  and, 
after  debate,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
third  instant,  reported  a  bill  in  alteration  of  the  act 
establishing  a  Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  read  the  first  time  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


Monday,  February  17. 

The  petition  of  Michael  Schmyser,  agent  for  Con- 
rad Laub  and  others,  petitioners  against  the  elec- 
tion of  Albert  Gallatin,  to  be  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  was  presented  and  read,  praying  to 
be  heard  by  counsel. 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be 
granted. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  respect- 
ing the  election  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States,  was  resumed,  and,  after  progress, 
it  was  ordered  that  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next 

The  bill  in  alteration  of  "The  act  establishing 
a  Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

TuBSDAY,  February  18i. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  reported  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  printed  as  the  commit- 
tee have  reported  it  amended. 

The  bill  in  alteration  of  the  act  establishing  a 
Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Vice  PRssmENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury,  together  with  fourteen  statements  of 
tonnage,  for  a  year  ending  the  80th  of  September, 
1792,  according  to  the  entries  of  vessels  in  the 
United  States  during  that  period;  which  were 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Wednesday,  February  19. 

James  Gunn,  from  Georgia  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  di^,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and 
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others,  respecting  the  eleetion  of  Mr.  Gallatut  to 
be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  fuKher 
postponed  nntil  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fh>m  the 

p£ESn>EHT  OF  THB  UlirrED  STATES : 

Gadlemeti  off  He  Senate 

and  of  the  Houae  of  Repreteniativei : 

I  lay  before  vou  the  copy  of  a  Iietter  which  I  hare 
received  fhim  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices 
of  the  Sapreme  Court  of  the  United  States ;  and,  at 
their  desire,  the  representation,  mentioned  in  the  said 
Letter,  pointing  out  certain  defects  in  the  Judiciary 
system.  O.  WASHINGTON. 

UaiTKB  GftAxm,  Febnuayl9,  1794. 

The  Message  and  representation  therein  referred 
to  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Ells- 
worth, Strong,  Taylor,  Liveruorb,  and  Potts, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Conformably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resamcd  the  consideration  of  the  motion,  made  on 
the  16th  of  January  last,  that  the  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  remain  open  while  the  Senate 
shall  be  sitting  in  a  Legislative  and  Judiciary  ca- 
pacity. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Martih,  that  the  question  bo 
DOW  taken  on  the  propositions  generally, 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  previous  question, 
to  wit:  Sh.ill  the  question  be  now  put  on  the  fol- 
lowing preliminary  resolutions  ? 

Retolwed,  That,  in  all  Representative  GoTemments, 
the  Representatives  are  responsible  for  their  conduct  to 
their  coostituents.  who  are  entitled  to  such  informfttion, 
that  A  di<<criinioation  and  just  estimate  be  made  tbereoC 

Rmtwtd,  That  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes,  be- 
in;^  the  Represeotatives  of  the  Sovereignties  of  the  in- 
^vidual  States,  whose  basis  is  the  people,  owe  equal 
re»pQQubility  to  the  powers  by  which  they  are  appoiut- 
sd,  as  if  that  body  were  derived  immediately  from  the 
people,  snd  that  all  questions  and  debates  anaing  there- 
opoQ  in  their  Legislative  and  Judiciary  capacity,  ought 
to  be  public 

Keidved,  That  the  mode  adopted  by  the  Senate  of 
pobUahiog  their  journals,  and  extracts  from  them,  in 
oewipapers,  is  not  adequate  to  the  purpose  of  circnlating 
astisfsctory  information.  While  toe  principles  and  de- 
•igDs  of  the  iadividnal  members  are  withheld  from  pub- 
lic view,  respoQsibiltty  is  destroyed,  which,  on  the  pub- 
licity  of  Uieir  deliberations^  would  be  restored ;  the 
O^stitutlooal  powers  of  the  Senate  become  more  im* 
portsntk  in  being  more  influential  over  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legi«ilature ;  abuse  of  power,  mal-ad ministration 
^office,  more  easily  detected  and  corrected ;  jealousies, 
rising  in  the  pablic  mind  from  secret  legislation,  pre- 
vented ;  and  greater  confidence  placed  by  our  fullow- 
ctizens  in  the  National  Government,  by  which  their 
lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  are  to  be  secured  and 
protected: 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  main  question  to  the 
Dext  session  of  Congress,  to  wit : 

"  Benoived,  That  it  be  a  standing  rule  that  the  doors 
of  the  Senate  Chamber  remain  open  while  the  Senate 
shall  be  sitting  in  a  LegisUtive  and  Judiciary  capacity, 
cvept  00  such  occasions  as  in  their  judgment  may  re- 


3ttire  secrecv ;  and  that  this  rule  eommence  on 
ay  of V' 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  14,  nays  13,  as 
follows : 

Tka&— Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Oabot,  Ellsworth, 
Foster,  Frelinghuysen,,  Izard,  Langdon,  Livermore, 
Mitchell,  Morris,  Rutherford,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

Niva — Messrs.  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Edwards,  Oal- 
latln,  Qunn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  King,  Martin,  Monroe, 
Potts,  and  Taylor. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  authorizin|f  and  directing  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  Major  General  Lafayette  ;  and  having 
amended  the  same,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  thiid 
reading. 

'  On  motion  to  reconsider  the  following  motion,  to 
wit: 

**  Resolved,  That  it  be  a  standing  rule  that  the  doors 
of  the  Senate  Chamber  remain  open  while  the  Senate 
shall  be  sitting  in  a  Legislative  and  Judiciary  capacity, 
except  on  such  occasions  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  re- 

3uire  secrecy ;  and  that  this  rule  commence  on  — — 
ay  of :" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  17,  nays  10,  as 
follows : 

Ybas. — ^Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Ed" 
wards,  Foster,  Qallatin,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  King, 
Langdon,  iivermore,  Martin,  Mooroe»  Potts,  and  Tay- 
lor. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Fre- 
linghuysen, Izard,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Rutherford,  Strong, 
and  Vining. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  motion  last 
reconsidered,  as  follows : 

"  Re$olved,  That,  after  the  end  of  the  present  sessioii 
of  Congress,  and,  so  soon  as  suitable  Mileries  shall  be 
provided  for  the  Senate  Chamber,  the  said  galleries 
shall  be  permitted  to  be  opened  every  morning,  so  long 
as  the  Senate  shall  be  engaged  in  their  Legislative 
capacity,  unless  in  sudi  cases  as  may  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Senate  require  secrecy,  after  which  the  said  galle- 
ries shall  be  closed  f 

And,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  20. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  to  amend  the  motion  then 
reconsidered,  respecting  the  opening  the  doors  of 
the  Senate  Chamber  whilst  sitting  in  a  Legislative 
capacity. 

On  motion  to  commit  the  motion  for  amendment, 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  that  the  amendment  be  agreed  to,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  18,  nays  9,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Ed- 
wards, Ellsworth,  Foster,  Gunn,  Hawkins.  Jackson, 
King,  Lanffdon,  Livermor^  Martin,  Monroe,  Potts, 
Taylor,  and  Vining. 

Nats.— MessrsL  Bradford,  Cabot,  Frelinghoyssn, 
Gallatin,  Izard,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Eutherfurd,  and 
Strong. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  resolution,  amended  as 
follows : 


If 
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^'.JRtsobftd,  That,  after  the  eod  of  the  preaeat  senioD 
of  Congress,  and  eo  soon  as  suitable  gaUeries  shall  be 
proyjded  for  the  Senate  Chamber,  the  said  galleries 
shall  be  permitted  to  be  opened  every  morning,  so  long 
as  the  Senate  shall  be  engaged  in  their  Legislative  ca- 
.padty,  unleM  in  such  cates  as  may,  io  the  opinion  of 
.the. Senate,  reqaira  secrecy,  after  which  the  said  galle- 
ries qhall  be  closed  r^ 

It  passed  VI  the  affirmative — ^yeas  19,  naya  8,  as 
-follows: 

YaAa—^Messra  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Bntlcr,  Ed- 
wards, Ellsworth,  Foster,  Gallatin,  Qunn,  Hawkins, 
Jackson,  King,  Langdon,  Livermore,  Martin,  Monroe, 
Potts,  Taylor,  and  Yining. 

Nats. — Messrs.     Bradford,    Cabot,    Frelinghuysen, 
ilfon^df  Mitchell,  Morris,  Batberfurd,  and  Strong. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
-bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  remission  of  tlie  duties 
arising  on  the  tonnage  of  sundry  French  vessels 
which  have  taken  refuge  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States;*'  m  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
•  Heiolved^  That,  on  a  motion  made  and  seconded 
to  shut  the  doors  of  the  Senate,  on  the  discussion 
of  any  business  which  mny,  in  the  opinion  of  a 
member,  require  secrecy,  the  President  shall  direct 
the  ^llery  to  be  clearea ;  and  that,  during  the  dia- 
eussion  of  snch  motion,  the  doors  shall  remain 
shut. 

Ordered,  That  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  in 
addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  as  reported  to  be 
amended  by  the  committee,  be  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Tuesday  next 

CONTfiSTED  ELECTION. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee otl  the  petition  of  Conrad  Luub,  and  others, 
respecting  the  election  of  Mr.  Gallatih  to  be  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  states  the  evi- 
4^ce,  and  concludes  with  an  opinion,  thu  to  con- 
jtrovert  the  alle|^ttons  set  fortii  in  the  petition 
against  Mr.  G.,  U  lays  with  him  to  prove  hia  citi- 
xeiiship. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  G.  presented  a  written  state- 
mwi  of  fact«s  which  the  President  of  the  Senate 
read.  It  contained  a  narrative  of  several  transac- 
Ijoas  from  the  time  of  Mr.  G.*s  arrival  in  the  Pro- 
'ioce  of  Maine,  or  Mussachusetts,  about  thirteen 
years  ngo.  Of  his  having  contributed  by  money  and 
Jiis  own  services  as  a  volunteer,  in  the  cause  of  the 
Revolution.  Of  his  hsving  taken  oath^  of  alle- 
jp[iance  and  purchaaed  laqds  in  that  State,  and  also 
in  the  State  of  Virginia.  In  the  back  parts  of  the 
last  mentioned  State,  he  had  formed  an  interest- 
ing settlement,  and  had  been  extremely  ui^eful  in 
bringing  settlers  from  Europe.  The  dates  of  those 
transactions  and  times  of  his  arrival  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  of  being  sent  to  the  State  Convention, 


are  also  recited,  up  to  the  time  of  his  being  chosen 
one  of  their  Representatives  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

After  the  President  bad  done  reading  the  state- 
ment of  facts,  Mr.  G.  addressed  the  Senate,  by  ob- 
semng,  that  be  felt  himself  rather  in  an  awkward 
predicament,  not  knowing  whether  the  connael 
for  the  prosecutors  or  himself  were  the  proper 
persons  to  speak  the  first,  as  this  preliminary  was 
not  vet  laid  down  by  the  Senate,  neither  had  he 
provided  any  counsel.  He  should  have  supposed 
himself  in  the  situation  of  defendant,  were  it  not 
that  the  weight  of  proving  the  sffinnative  in  regard 
to  citizenship  had  been  laid  on  liim,  under  whii'h 
predicament  it  might  perhaps  be  necessary  for  him 
to  begin,  and  after  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners 
had  spoken,  that  he  should  then  be  allowed  to 
close  the  arguments. 

Mr.  LrvERMORE  was  of  opinion,  that  the  sitting 
member  should  begin  the  debate,  aa  the  enuepr^ 
bandi  lay  with  him. 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  Mr.  Lewis* 
rose.  He  was  attended  by  Mr.  Schroyser,  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  who, 
we  understand,  manages  the  prosecution  on  the 
part  of  the  petitioners.  Mr.  L.  hoped  he  would 
be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words  in  the  early  stage 
of  the  business,  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting it.  He  recapitulated  sundry  offices  and 
posts  of  honor  that  had  been  conferred  on  him, 
from  which  he  humbly  presumed  he  had  gathered 
much  experience,  and  particularly  in  cases  of  Con- 
tested Elections.  He  would,  therefore,  beg  leave 
of  the  honorable  Senate,  to  oflTer  an  obsen'ation 
before  they  should  determine  on  the  mode  of  coo- 
ducting  the  trial.  When  the  question  for  post- 
ponement, which  was  debated  the  other  day,  was 
before  them,  the  sitting  member  did  then  consider 
himself  as  defendant,  and  for  an  hour  had  fought 
phantoms  of  his  own  imafip nation,  but  now  he  haa 
changed  his  ground,  and  desires  to  have  the  privi- 
leges which  belong  to  the  petitioners  only,  nameW, 
the  right  of  opening  the  prosecution,  and  afterwank 
concluding  the  arguments. 

Mr.  Gallatir  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the 
Senate,  and  said  he  did  not  wish  to  eonteod  for 
mere  matters  of  form. 

Mr.  Martih,  from  N.  Carolina,  thought  it  imma- 
terial who  began  or  concluded,  if  in  the  end  the 
Senate  should  be  enabled  to  arrive  at  a  just  degree 
of  information. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  Georgia,  made  some  obser- 
vations on  the  manner  of  conducting  the  business. 
He  thought  it  would  be  incumbent  on  the  counsel 
for  the  petitioners  to  prove  that  Mr.  Gallatuc  was 
not  a  citizen,  dtc. 

Mf.  King,  from  New  York,  and  some  other  gen- 
tleman  of  the  Senate,  said  a  few  more  words  on 
the  motion ;  it  was  agreed  that  the  sitting  member 
should  begin. 

Mr.  Gallatdc  accordingly  rose  and  recapitu- 
lated the  facts  stated  in  the  written  paper  which 
he  had  presented  to  tlio  Presidskt,  commenting 
on  each  of  them  as  he  proceeded.  He  proved  that 
he  had  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  for 
i  thirteen  years,  and  was  one  l)efom  the  Peace  of 
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1783,  and  before  the  Ck>fifedeimtion.  He  ijooted 
the  teirs  previous  thereto  respectinj^  aliens,  and 
tiso  the  British  statutes,  and  he  maintained  that 
they  were  all  done  away  by  the  Revohition.  He  con- 
cdved  kimself  a  dtizen  in  coinnx>n  with  the  other 
otiieiifl  of  (he  United  States,  from  the  time  of  his 
fint  qasKfying  after  his  arrival  and  attachment  to 
the  couotry.  He  conduded  br  saying,  he  would 
reserve  the  remainder  of  his  deronce  uiitil  after  he 
should  hear  the  eounsel  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  Leiris  oommenced  his  speech  by  observing, 
that  he  appeared  there  on  behalf  of  Conrad  Laub, 
•nd  other  respectable  men,  who  complained  of  the 
unconalitutionality  of  admitting  Mr.  Oallatiit  to 
a  seat  in  the  Senate.  He  was  glad  to  find,  by  the 
get)dei]ian*6  expressions,  that  the  ground  of  debate 
hid  been  narrowed  into  so  small  a  compass,  and 
he  vould  therefore  take  him  up  from  the  atrgu- 
ment  where  he  had  left  off  speaking,  that  of  his 
being  a  cittsen  in  eommon  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  time  of  his  qualifying  in  Massachusetts 
vFirglnia.  But  in  Virginia  two  oaths  are  required, 
•nd  they  must  be  taken  in  a  Court,  not  before  a 
Magistrate,  to  entitle  a  man  to  citizenship.  He 
most  also  be  possessed  of  a  certain  quantity  of  pro- 
perty and  be  a  resident  for  two  years.  It  appears 
Mr.  G.  did  not  remain  in  Virginia  more  than  two 
(Booths.  [Here  Mr.  Lewis  read  the  law  of  Vh*- 
Sioiaof  the  20th  October,  1788.]  On  this  kiw  Mr. 
L  argued  that  Mr.  O.  had  not  gone  through  the 
Becessaiy  qualifications  to  entitle  him  to  citisenship 
there;  and  he  observed,  i^uX  he  admired  the  gen- 
t]efiian*8  candor  In  not  insisting  on  it  here.  In  thm 
State  he  had  certainly  not  qualified  himself  ag^ree- 
•bly  to  the  hiw.  Under  these  circumstances,  Mr. 
L  for  his  part  could  never  admit  of  the  gentle- 
Ws  right  to  citisensbip  so  far  back  as  to  entitle 
him  to  the  suffrage  of  a  rote  for  a  seat  in  the  Se- 
ute,  &c 

The  miachieTons  consequences  of  permitting 
soeh  innovations  he  represented  in  strong  terms ; 
and  he  called  to  the  recolleetion  of  the  Senate  the 
tmiduct  of  ancient  and  modem  Qovernments  on 
this  question.  One  of  the  ancient  Republics  made 
it  death  for  an  alien  to  intermeddle  in  theiir  poli- 
tics. The  sentiments  of  antiquity,  and  those  of 
men  in  modem  days^  proved  the  justkie  of  ^hese 
coDclasiona. 

With  regard  to  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman 
respectiog  his  being  entitled  to  be  a  citizen  of  the 
CnioQ,  or  of  any  iiuiividnal  State  of  it,  because  be 
hid  qoalifted  himself  to  be  a  citizen  of  one  of  them, 
Hr.  L  said,  was  a  mere  bubble,  for  surely  the 
gentleman  was  not  one  of  the  mass  of  citizens  at 
the  accomplishment  of  Independence. 

The  doctrine  of  the  old  law,  which  the  gentle- 
«»•»  sayg  waa  done  away  by  the  Revolution,  in  re- 
^  to  aliens,  may  have  belea  so  with  regard  to  the 
wiUshkiRg;  it  was  sCiH,  however,  virtually  in  force 
^ast  the  gentleman.  But  supposing  it  to  be 
done  away,  how  do  the  Constitutions  of  the  dif- 
^eat  Sutes  sUnd  on  this  head?  Is  it  not  im- 
plied by  all  of  them,  that  certain  oaths,  residence, 
>Bd  property,  make  the  requisites  to  fbrm  cttizen- 

'^'P^   In  Massachusetts,  a  foreigner  is  not  a  citi- 

>^  without  he  complies  with  those  terma    [Here 


he  quoted  p.  70  of  the -small  volume  of  the  Laws  of 
MasiMchnsetts.  He  also  cited  the  act  in  favor  of 
John  Jarvis  and  others ;  also,  p.  104  of  the  same 
book,  and  p.  191  and  192.]  From  these  he  main- 
tained, that  no  such  wild  idea  was  ever  contem- 
.pUfted  by  either  the  kw  of  Massachusetts  or  Vir- 
ginia, as  to  admit  foreigners  or  persons  from  other 
States  to  citizenship,  immediately  on  thehr  entrance 
within  their  limits. 

The  situation  of  the  sitting  member,  with  re- 
spect to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  Pennsylvania, 
he  had  little  doubt  was  similar  to  what  he  had 
mentioned  in  regard  to  the  other  States,  although 
he  would  not  assert  it  as  a  fhct.  [He  read  the  42d 
section,  and  also  in  p.  46  of  the  Law  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, 18th  of  March,  1789,  a  proviso  which  contains 
some  precautions  requiring  records  to  be  kept  by 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  of  the  persons  admitted  to 
citizenship.]  The  same  principle  pervades  all 
the  States  as  well  as  it  does  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  The  absurdity  of  applying  it 
in  any  other  sense,  was  severely  pictured  by  Mr. 
L.,  and  to  admit  the  idea  advanced  by  the  sitting 
member,  was  as  inadmissible  as  it  iras  norel.  In 
support  of  what  he  wished  to  impress  on  the  minds 
of  the  Senate,  Mr.  L.  quoted  the  Ist  vol.  of  1bhe  Jonr^ 
nals  of  Congress  in  1774  and  1775,  p.  28  and  39. 
He  then  recurred  to  Bkwkgtone,  vol.  1.  p.  68,  84, 
and  69 ;  also  78  and  79. 

It  was  not  his  intention  to  quote  the  Parliamen- 
tary Laws  of  England  in  support  of  any  thing,  but 
such  parts  of  their  Common  Latr  as  could  be  got 
over.  That  Common  Law  of  Bnglarid  wMdh  was 
imported  by  our  ancestors,  and  handed  down  to 
them  by  the  People,  not  the  Parliament  The  Peo- 
ple had  made  the  Common  Law,  from  time  to  time. 
The  Saxons,  Normans,  A«.,  were  all  concerned  in 
making  and  improving  it,  untO  it  had  finally 
reached  that  degree  of  perfection  in  which  ft  was 
given  to  us  by  our  ancestors,  and  it  was  founded 
in  wisdom  and  justice. 

Mr  L.  next  quoted,  first  Blaehtonef  402,  i«1i!ch 
was  one  of  the  British  laws  that  had  never  been 
admitted  in  this  country,  and  which,  he  hoped, 
never  would,  viz :  that  wherein  the  distinction  is 
drawn  between  the  Commoner  and  the  Peer,  an 
oath  being  reqnh*ed  of  the  Commoner,  tipon  all 
occasions,  and  no  more  than  ^vpon  my  hanar^^ 
from  a  Peer,  except  tn  givhtg  evidence  in  civil  oir 
criminal  trials. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  saying  that  the  difflcultieU 
which  stood  between  Mr.  Gallatin  and  his  seat, 
were  insurmountable  and  could  not  be  removed 
without  showing  a  law  of  Massachusetts,  Virginia, 
&c.,  repealing  ftose  laws  in  regard  to  the  qualifi- 
cation of  citizens,  which  he  had  mentioned,  but 
whicb  repeal  he  was  certahft  did  ndi  exist.  He 
therefore  stated,  that  to  insist  upon  the  gentle- 
man's right  to  a  semt,  was  both  novel  and  absurd. 
These  were  his  opinions,  which  he  had  given  in 
a  perfectly  extempore  way,  not  having  been  allow- 
ed time,  nor  expecting  to  meet  the  sulyect  on  the 
new  ground  which  it  had  this  day  taken  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Gallatik  said,  he  would  pledge  himself  to 
the  Senate,  to  prove  that  the  grounds  of  his  argu- 


51 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


52 


Sbhatb.] 

*  — 


Qmte^ied  EUctum  of  Mr.  (MkUin. 


[Februakt,  1794. 


ments  and  his  oonstructioa  of  the  Confederation 
and  Uws  of  the  States,  was  neither  novel  nor  ab- 
sard,  except  in  Mr.  L.'8  construction  of  them,  but 
had  been  admitted  in  many  instances.  However, 
as  the  Common  Law  of  England  was  now  intro- 
duced bjr  Mr.  L.,  which  was  new  ground  to  him, 
and  as  the  hour  of  adjournment  was  nearly  ap- 
proaching, he  would  beg  leave  to  make  his  reply 
to-morrow. 

On  motion,   the  further  consideration  of  this 
subject  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  February  21. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  remis- 
sion of  the  duties  arising  on  the  tonnage  of  sundry 
French  vessels  which  nave  taken  refuge  in  the 
porta  of  the  United  States;"  was  read  the  second 
time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Burr,  and 
Lanodon,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  Vice  Prbsidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  stating  certain  defects  in  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  ''  An 
act  to  r^ulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions;" 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub,  and 
others,  respecting  the  election  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to 
be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Qallatim  commenced  his  defence  by  laying 
down  the  principles  on  which  he  intended  to 
argue.  His  was  a  very  serious  situation,  for  a 
person  to  be  placed  in,  who  had  been  so  long  in 
America,  and  who  had  mingled  with  the  inhabi- 
taats  in  the  common  cause,  that  he  should  after- 
wards  be  called  before  so  solemn  a  tribunal,  with 
an  intention  to  wrest  from  him  his  right  of  citizen- 
ship. He  confessed,  that  on  this  occasion  his  feel- 
ings were  deeply  interested,  particularly  as  the 
manner  of  the  counsel  for  the  prosecutors  was  so 
personal,  and  went  not  only  to  deny  him  a  seat  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  but  even  to  con- 
test  his  citizenship,  and  denounce  him  as  being 
yet  an  alien. 

This  was  a  matter  of  consequence  to  many 
thousands  as  well  as  himself,  who  have  long  con- 
sidered themselves  in  possession  of  all  the  privi- 
lege of  denizens,  and  yet  may  be  deprived  of  their 
rights,  if  the  doctrines  of  the  counsel  for  the  pro- 
secutors should  obtain  any  sanction  from  the  body 
who  were  now  to  judge  of  its  merits. 

Mr.  G.  entered  into  a  series  of  observations  on 
the  various  points  of  law,  &c.,  which  had  been 
adduced  by  Mr.  Lewis,  and  he  particularly  re- 
marked, that  the  Common  Law  of  England  was  en- 
tirely inapplicable  to  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion. He  read  the  laws  of  Virginia  respecting 
naturalization,  Ac.,  from  which  he  insisted  that 
he  had  long  since  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
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States.  He  also  quoted  1st  BlaciBUnie^  p.  874,  and 
Viner^B  Abridgment^  vol.  ii.  p.  266,  respecting  the 
different  acceptations  of  denizen  and  dtizen,  and 
he  went  back  so  far  as  the  British  statutes  in  1740, 
to  show  the  intention  of  the  old  Government  was 
to  naturalize  all  persons  who  would  go  and  reside 
in  the  Colonies.  He  next  mentioned  the  act  of 
Pennsylvania,  of  81st  of  August,  1778,  and  com- 
mented on  the  principles  generally  entertained  bj 
most  writers  on  the  subjects  of  allegiance  and 
citizenship.     BlachstoTia^  266,  ^ 

An  alien  is  a  man  born  out  of  the  allegiance  of 
the  King.  But  allegiance  in  England  is  not  as 
allegiance  to  the  country  or  to  society,  as  it  is  nn- 
derstood  in  this  country. 

In  order  to  explain  the  principle  'of  reciprocity, 
he  observed,  that  when  the  two  crowns  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  were  united  under  James,  the 
inhabitants  of  Scotland  became  naturalized  io 
England,  as  if  they  had  been  natural-bom  subjects 
of  that  country.  The  allegiance  in  Britain  wag 
personal  to  the  King,  and  it  has  there  this  remark- 
able quality,  that  by  the  British  laws  allegiance 
can  never  be  shaken  off. 

This  country,  before  the  Revolution,  owed  alle- 
giance to  the  King,  but  that  was  destroyed  by  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  then  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  States  became  mutually  citizens  of 
every  State  reciprocally ;  and  they  continued  so 
until  such  time  as  the  States  made  laws  of  their 
own  afterwards  respecting. naturalization. 

As  soon  as  separate  Governments  existed,  alle- 
giance was  due  to  each,  and  here  the  allegiance 
was  a  reality,  it  was  to  the  Government  and  to 
society,  whereas  in  Britain  it  is  merely  fictitioos, 
being  only  to  one  man. 

Every  man  who  took  an  active  paft  in  the 
American  Revolution,  was  a  citizen  according  to 
the  great  laws  of  reason  and  of  nature,  and  when 
afterwards  positive  laws  were  made,  they  were 
retrospective  in  regard  to  persons  under  this  pre- 
dicament, nor  did  those  posterior  laws  invalidate 
the  rights  which  they  enjoy  under  the  Coofede-  j 
ration. 

Mr.  G.  here'  mentioned  his  having  been  an  in- 
habitant  of  Massachusetts,  before  October,  1780, 
and  he  also  observed,  that  the  law  passed  in  that 
State  was  decisive  against  the  Common  Law  of 
England.  > 

In  quoting  the  law^  of  Massachusetts,  which 
were  passed  in  1785,  and  afterwards,  for  natural- 
izing John  Gardner,  and  James  Martin,  he  remark- 
ed that  they  clearly  implied  that  even  a  natural 
bom  subject,  who  had  not  acted  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  an  absentee,  was  not  entitled  to  citizen- 
ship. He  likewise  took  notice  of  the  case  of  Mr. 
William  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  against  whose 
election  as  a  Representative  in  Congress,  a  peti- 
tion was  presented  by  Doctor  Ramsey,  although 
the  decision  of  South  Carolina  on  that  subject  wafl 
exactly  the  reverse  of  Massachusetts. 

In  speaking  of  the  difficulties  that  occurred  in 
explaining  the  terms  citizen  and  alien,  he  ran  over 
a  number  of  cases,  and  asked  whether  if  a  person 
had  arrived  in  the  United  States  during  the  war, 
from  Nova-Scotia,  or  elsewhere,  and  had  taken  an 
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ictire  fMii  agaiost  the  enemyt  would  be  not  be 
better  entitled  to  the  right  of  a  citizen,  than  even 
those  who  afterwards  aubscribed  to  the  acts  ?  The 
eoanse!  for  the  prosecators  had  admitted  that  a  per- 
wn  who  bad  beeo  one  of  the  mass  of  the  people, 
at  the  Deelantion  of  Independence,  was  a  citizen. 
On  the  same  principle,  nntii  a  law  passes  to  disprove 
tii4t  a  man  who  was  active  in  the  Revolution  pre- 
viuu3  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  was  a  citizen,  he  mast 
be  one  ^to  fado, 

Mr.  G.  next  read  a  quotation  from  the  Isi  vol. 
0f  JVoodieom,  p.  382,  an  English  writer,  who  ac- 
knowledged that  all  persons  were  aliens  at  the  re- 
cognition of  Independence,  and  that  is  a  more  liberal 
eonstraetion  than  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners 
vould  admit  of,  for  by  his  construction,  our  sailors, 
&«^  oui;ht  to  be  naturalized,  lest  they  be  alarmed 
bv  the  British. 

The  new  Constitalion  of  the  United  States  re- 
^oir^  certain  qualifications  for  members  of  Con- 
greu,  &e^  but  it  does  not  deprive  persons  of  their 
rights  who  were  actually  citizens  before  this  Con- 
stiiation  was  ratiOed  that  made  the  States  the 
United  States.  They  were  United  by  consent  be- 
fore, and  consequently  he  was  one  of  the  people  be- 
fore the  United  States  existed. 

He  went  on  to  read  from  the  Constitution  of 
Sa^achttsettfi,  and  several  other  States,  sundry 
cUases  in  support  of  bin  reasoning,  and  recapitulat- 
ed the  several  heads  of  Mr.  L.*s  arguments,  to  each 
of  which  he  replied. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  Mr.  Lewis  was  unfortunate  in 
prodaeing  the  lavir  of  Pennsylvania,  for,  by  proving 
too  (Duch,  he  liad  proved  nothing,  for  the  42d  sec. 
of  the  ConatitQtion  is  Tetrospective,  and  by  ac- 
knowledging the  Articles  of  Confederation  to  be 
the  Mipreme  law  of  the  land,  persons  who  were  re- 
ciprocally citizens  before,  are  still  left  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  righL 

So  far  from  any  dangerous  consequences  arising 
on  my  construction  of  citizenship,  said  he,  I  think 
ii  mu2tt  be  evident,  that  there  is  more  danger  and 
absiurdlty  in  the  counserM  own  constructions.  For, 
ifl  remarking  on  the  policy  of  nations,  we  find 
even  slaves  have  been  enfranchised  by  the  great 
Repoblics  in  times  of  common  danger.  The  policy 
of  America  should  be  to  make  citizenship  as  easy 
u  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  popula- 
tion; even  during  the  British  dominion  that  was  a 
principle  laid  down,  and  afterwards  it  was  attempted 
to  be  varied ;  it  is  made  one  of  the  principal  sub- 
jecLi  of  complaint  in  the  Declaration  of  indepen- 
^itoce,  where  it  is  expressly  said,  that  the  King  en- 
deavored to  prevent  the  population  of  these  States, 
by  having  laws  made  to  obstruct  the  naturalization 
of  foreigners. 

If  there  was  any  dangerous  consequences  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  former  regulations  on  this 
^object,  they  are  all  remedied  by  the  new  Consti- 
tatjoD. 

Therefore,  no  ill  consequence  or  absurdity  can 
f'/low.  The  author  of  the  Federalist  supports  this 
principle  in  vol  ii,  p.  54,  for  he  s:iys,  that  it  is  a  con- 
atraL'iioD  scarcely  avoidable,  that  citizens  of  each  of 
^e  States  are  mutually  so  in  all  of  them. 

The  first  words  in  the  Constitution,  **  We,  the 


People,*'  furniMhed  another  argument  in  support  of 
Mr.  G.'s  principles,  which  he  turned  to  great  ad- 
vantage, still  arawing  an  inference  to  snow  that 
Mr.  £.*s  construction  of  the  subject  was  most 
liable  to  difficulties  and  to  mischievous  conse- 
quences. 

He  concluded  by  observing,  that  if  there  was 
any  disfranchising  clauses  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  tending  to  deprive  citizens  of 
antecedent  rights,  all  such  clauses  must  be  con* 
strued  favorably,  and  were  evidently  on  his  side. 
With  regard  to  a  sentence  that  had  been  added, 
by  the  advice  of  counsel,  to  the  affidavit  of  Pelutiah 
Webster,  he  made  some  remarks  which  tended  to 
establish  his  own  personal  character,  which  he  trust- 
ed would  be  found,  when  traced  back  to  his  na- 
tivity, to  stand  the  test ;  and  that  his  right  to  a  seat 
in  the  Senate  would  also  stand  upon  an  equally  just 
foundation. 

Mr.  Lewis  denied  ever  having  seen  the  affidavit  of 
Mr.  Webster,  until  it  was  shown  him  at  the  time 
the  examination  before  the  Committee  was  going 
forward. 

Mr.  Gallatin  recriminated,  that  the  clause  of 
which  he  took  notice,  was  not  in  the  affidavit 
when  Mr.  Webster  brought  it  to  the  Committee, 
and  that  he  had  permitted  it  to  be  added  with 
great  reluctance.  It  was  only  the  recital  of  a  few 
words  which  passed  between  Mr.  G.  and  Mr.  W.  in 
jest,  some  years  since,  wherein  Mr.  G.  had  ironically 
said  his  name  was  Sidney,  probably  alluding  to 
some  essays  that  had  appeared  in  the  newspapers 
under  that  signature,  which  have  been  generally 
attributed  to  the  pen  of  another  gentleman  in  this 
State. 

Mr.  Jackson,  in  order  to  bring  the  merits  of  the 
subject  directly  before  the  Senate,  aaid  he  would 
move  a  resolution,  that  would  have  that  effect;  but 
upon  Mr.  Lewis's  observing,  that  he  had  not  yet 
closed  his  arguments,  and  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Butler,  from  South  Carolina,  who  said  he  would 
second  Mr.  Jackson's  motion  hereafter,  it  was  with- 
drawn for  the  present 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Saturdat,  February  22. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Report  from  tlie  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Treasury,  on  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light 
house  on  Cape  Hatteras,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  together  with  sandry  papers  therein  re- 
ferred to ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  report,  and  the  papers  therein 
referred  to,  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Martin,  Lang- 
don,  and  King,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

:  (X)NTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Laub,  and  others,  respecting  the  election  of  Mr. 
Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

The  greater  part  of  the  day  was  taken  up  by  Mr. 
Lewis's  pleadings,  wherein  he  entered  into  a  very 
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dxtemive  field  of  reasoning,  and  qnoted  a  great 
naniber  of  authorities,  in  support  of  the  principles 
on  which  he  had  set  out  last  Thursday,  and  to 
prove  that  in  the  true  sense  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  as  well  as  of  that  of  the  St^ite 
of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  not  duly 
qaalified  for  the  oflSce  of  a  Senator,  and  therefore, 
he  trusted  that  the  hononnble  Senate,  tipon  mature 
reflection,  would  vacate  his  seat 

Mr.  Gallatik  closed  his  defence  in  a  short 
speech,  wherein  he  quoted  Vattely  p.  167,  and  ex- 
plained the  42d  section  of  tlie  Constitution  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  liberal  construction  of  which, 
he  said,  was  in  his  favor,  and  the  construction 
contended  for  by  the  counsel,  absurd.  He  finished 
by  reading  a  passage  from  Lord  Bacon's  works, 
to  show  that  where  there  is  any  doubt  in  the  laws, 
it  should  operate  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  and  he 
accordingly  made  no  doubt  but  that  the  Senate 
Would  validate  his  election. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Bubject  be  postponed  until  Monday  nchct 

A  motion  was  made  as  follows : 

*'Jtetolved,  That  Albert  Gallatin,  returned  to  this 
House  as  a  member  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  is 
duly  qualified  for,  and  elected  to,  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  SUtes.** 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  this  motion  be 
postponed  until  Monday  next,  and  that  a  number 
of  copies  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  First  Confe- 
deration of  the  United  States  be  printed  for  the 
Use  of  the  Senate. 


MeiTDAT,  February  24. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  twenty-second  instant,  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Laub,  and  others,  respecting  the  election  of  Mr. 
Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  after  progress. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  aet  making  Appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninetv.four,'*  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
'IPeesioent  op  thb  Uhited  States  : 

OmUemen  of  the  Senate,  a$td 

of  the  Houee  of  JUpruentativeM  : 

The  extracts  which  I  now  lay  before  you,  from  a  Let- 
ter of  our  Miuister  at  London,  are  supplementary  to 
some  of  my  past  communicatioaB,  and  it  will  appear  to 
1)e  of  a  confidential  nature. 

I  alto  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  Letter  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  to  ue  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  and  of  the  answer  thereto,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Treaty  between  the  Uuited  States  and 
Great  Britain  ;  together  with  the  copy  of  a  Letter  from 
Messrs.  Carmichsel  and  Short,  relative  to  our  affairs 
with  Spain,  which  Letter  is  connected  with  a  former 
eonfidential  Message.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

Umtbd  Btatis^  February  H,  1794. 


The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  wei 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Tuesday,  February  86. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Hoase  of  lUftresentatiTc 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *^  An  net  making  Appro«| 
priations  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  yesn 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,"  wai 
read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second  resdiDf* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  twenty-second  instant,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Laub,  and  others,  rei^>ecting  the  election  of  Mr, 
Gallatir  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  Statest 
and,  after  progress, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  that  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  ponislw 
ment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  Statei, 
assigned  as  the  order  of  this  day,  be  forther  post* 
poned. 


Wednesday,  February  26. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  twentysecond  instant,  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Laub,  and  others,  respecting  the  election  of  31r. 
Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  after  progress, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  coosiderstion  thereof 
be  postponed  until  tonnorrow. 

The  following  Message  was  Teeeived  from  the 
Pbbsidbnt  of  the  United  8t1tb8»  and  Tead : 

Otntlemen  of  the  Senate : 

I  have  caused  the  correspondence,  which  is  the  sob- 
ject  of  your  resolution  of  the  24th  day  of  January  Ia»t, 
to  be  laid  before  me.  After  an  escammation  of  it,  I  di- 
rected copies  and  translations  to  be  made ;  except  in 
those  particulars  which,  in  my  judgment,  fbr  public  con- 
siderations, ought  not  to  be  communicated. 

These  copies  and  translations  are  now  transmitted  to 
the  Senate ;  but  the  nature  of  them  manifest  the  pro- 
priety of  their  being  received  as  confidential. 

O.  WASUiNGTON. 

UitmcD  Statu,  Fehntary  26, 1*794. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  and  papers  therein 
referred  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
for  concurrenee,  entitled  ••  An  act  making  Appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government  for  il^e 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety.fonr," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  was  postponed. 


ThubsdaTv  February  37. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  •*  An  act  mak- 
ing Appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government 
for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  nnd 
ninety-four  ;**  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Fre- 
LTKGHursEN,  and  Lakgdon,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 
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Proceedittffjf* 


[^EN^m 


The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideration  of  the 
Dotioo,  made  the  twenty-second  instant,  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Uab,  and  others^  respecting  the  election  of  Mr. 
GiLLATni  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States ; 
Hid,  afier  progress^ 

Ordered^  That  the  further  conrideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


FaroAT,  February  28. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
SSd  instaoty  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  respecting  the 
ti«ctJon  of  Mr.  Qallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the 
Uoited  States. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  as 
follows : 

'JUiolvtd,  That  ALBKaT  Gallahn,  retumed  to  Uiia 
fiouMs  as  a  niember  fur  the  State  of  Penoaylvania,  is 
4u  J  qualified  for»  aiid  elected  to,  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
flfthe  Uuited  States : 

It  passed  in  the  negatiye — ^yeas  12,  nays  14,  as 

fellows : 

Yeas. — ^lleasra  Bradley,  Brown,  Borr,  Butler,  £d- 
varde,  Otion,  Jackson,  Laogdon,  Martin,  Monroe,  Ro- 
binwo,  and  Taylor. 

Xays. — Measra.  Bradford,  Cabot,  EUawortb,  Foster, 
FrelinghuTMui,  Hawkins,  Izard,  Kin^,  Livermore, 
Mitdiell,  korris,  Potta,  Strong,  and  Vinmg. 

Oa  motion,  that  it  be 

"Retolttd,  That  the  election  of  ALBsaT  GAtLATiif 
to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  was  void,  he  not 
bung  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  the  term  of 
Tetrs  required  as  a  qoalification  to  be  a  Senator  of  the 
Uttited  States :" 

A  motion  was  made  to  divide  the  question  at 
the  word  "  void ;"  and, 

Oq  motion  to  agree  to  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
motion  so  divided,  it  passed  in  we  afiirmattye — 
7^83 14,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

YuA— Messrs  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellswortb,  Feater, 
Freliogliuysen,  Hawlcins,  Izard,  King,  Livermore, 
Mitchell,  kurris.  Potts,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

Xats.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Bd- 
vvcU,  Gonn,  Jaekaon,  Langdon,  Martin,  Monroe,  Bo* 
bia»o,  and  Taylor. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  resolution  as  follows : 

"RtMolved,  That  the  election  of  Albzbt  GALLAnx 
to  U  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  was  void,  he  not 
bviog  beffn  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  the  term  of 
T'Ars  required  aa  a  qualification  to  be  a  Senator  of  the 
Coiled  States :" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  14,  nays  12, 

i&lbUows: 

TzAs.->Me8sra  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
FrfliDgfauj9«n,^  Hawking  Izard,  King,  Livermore, 
Mitchell,  Morrb,  PotU,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

N'ATA^Measra  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Ed- 
^vJa  Ounn,  Jackson,  Langdon,  Martin,  Monroe,  Re 
l«aoa,  and  Taylor. 

Re?o/r«rf,  That  an  attested  copy  of  the  rcsolu- 
^^JQ  of  the  Senate,  declaring  the  election  of  Al- 


bert Qallahn  to  be  void,  be  transmitted  by  the 
PaasiDBNT  of  the  Senate  to  the  Executive  of  the. 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Gonrad  Laub  and  others,  above  referred  to^  and ; 
made  on  the  10th  instant,  is  aa  foUows : 

*'  The  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  otliers,  against  the 
election  of  the  Honorable  ALBsax  Gallatih  as  a  Senar^ 
tor  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
report: 

*'  That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and,  having  given  due  notice,  as  well  the  petitioners,  by 
their  agent,«Michael  Sdimyser,  as  the  said  Mr.  Galla- 
tin appeared  before  them,  and,  on  the  part  of  the  peti- 
tioners, the  following  evidence  was  produced,  to  wit ; 

*'  Kobert  Morris,  &q.,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth ; 
That,  during  the  war,  two  of  his  sons  went  to  Geneva 
for  their  education,  and  at  that  place  they  became  ac- 
quainted with  some  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Albert  Galla* 
tin,  who  had  gone  for  America,  and  they,  being  solici- 
tous to  hear  of  his  safety,  desired  Mr.  Morris's  sons  to 
write  to  their  father,  to  make  inquiry  and  give  the  in- 
formation he  should  obtain.  That,  frequentlv  after- 
wards, he  received  letters  for  Mr.  Gallatin  from  Europe, 
which  he  always  supposed  to  come  from  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Gallatin,  in  Geneva  He  supplied  Mr.  Gallatin 
with  money  for  a  bill  upon  London,  and  there  supposed 
the  funds  to  pav  the  same  were  remitted  from  Geneva. 
Mr.  Morris  paid  Mr.  Gallatin  about  one  thousand  gui- 
neas, by  order  of  Measra  .— ^— —  A  Co.,  bank- 
ers in  Paris,  believing  always  that  they  were  reimbursed 
from  Geneva  Mr.  Morris  doea  not  recollect  dates,  not 
havine  for  a  long  while  seen  any  of  the  letters  that 
naased  on  the. subject;  he  doea  not  know  the  place  of 
Mr.  GalUtin's  nativity,  but,  from  the  j^neral  course  of 
the  circumstances  which  came  under  his  observation,  he 
always  did  suppose  he  was  born  in  Geneva" 

'*  Sworn  to,  and  subscribed,  Janvarv  22, 1794." 

"  Nathaniel  Cabot  Higginson,  Esq.,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth :  That  he  does  not  know  directly  anything  of 
Mr.  Gallatin's  beio^  a  foreigner  or  native ;  that  he  re- 
collects knowing  him  by  reputation  and  sight  at  Boa- 
ton,  in  one  of  the  years  1781,  1782,  or  1788,  and  that 
he  was  generally  reputed  to  be  a  foreigner.  This  depo- 
nent be&eves  that  Mr.  Gallatin  then  taught  the  Frendi 
language,  and  did  not  speak  the  English  with  facility  ; 
and  further  recollects  that  Mr.  GalUtin  was  resident 
there  or  thereabouts  a  considerable  time.  This  depo- 
nent further  says,  that  he  never  had  any  conversation 
with  Mr.  Gallatin,  but  founds  hia  belief,  with  respect  to 
Mr.  Gallatin's  not  speaking  the  English  with  neility, 
on  the  information  received  from  othera. 

**  Sworn  to,  and  subscribed,  January  22,  1794. 

"Mr.  John  Break  bill,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies: 
That,  last  Winter,  being  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  previous  to  the  election  of  Senator  for 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  I  heard  Mr.  Gallatin  say  hia 
citizenship  would  not  admit  his  being  a  Senator ;  what 
were  his  reasons  fur  making  the  declaration  I  cannot 
say ;  I  took  it,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  elected.  Tills  de- 
claration by  Mr.  Gallatin  was  made  at  a  meeting  of  a 
number  of  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature, 
held  fur  the  purpute  uf  agreeing  who  should  bo  set  up 
as  a  candidate.  The  deponent  further  says,  he  doea 
not  recollect  Mr.  Gallatin's  assigning  any  other  reason 
for  his  backwardness  to  serve  as  a  Senator,  than  the 
want  of  citizenship. 

"  Sworn  to,  and  subscribed,  January  22,  1794." 

"  Henry  Kammcrer,  Es<^.,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies : 
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That  last  Winter,  being  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  previous  to  the  election  of  Senator 
for  the  said  State,  at  a  meeting  of  a  nnmber  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Legislature,  to  agree  upon  a  candidate 
to  fill  said  office,  I  heard  Mr.  Qallatin  say,  when  bis 
name  was  proposed,  *  As  for  my  name,  it  is  out  of  the 
(question :  i  have  not  been  a  citizen  long  enough  to  en- 
title me  to  serve  in  that  station.*  Tliat,  at  a  second 
meeting  for  the  same  purpose,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  again 
proposed  as  a  proper  person  for  a  candidate,  and  then 
the  deponent  understood  (not  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  but 
from  some  of  the  members  of  Assembly  then  present,) 
that  the  doubt  about  his  citizenship  was  then  put  to 
rights ;  and  then  it  was  almost  unanimously  agreed  to 
put  up  Mr.  Gallatin's  name.  Tliat,  on  tne  morning 
succeeding  Mr.  Oallatin*s  election,  the  deponent  heard 
it  observed,  that,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Gallatin's  elec- 
tion, he  could  not  take  his  seat,  in  consequence  of  his 
declaration  that  he  had  not  been  long  enough  a  citizen. 
That  he,  the  same  day,  mentioned  this  to  Mr.  Gallatin, 
who  said  that  be  had  made  this  declaration  under  a 
mistaken  idea  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  have 
been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  but  that, 
upon  examming  the  Constitution,  he  had  found  that  to 
have  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  was 
sufficient,  and  that  he  had  been  above  nine  3'ears  a  ci- 
tizen of  the  United  States,  or  words  to  that  effect 
**  Sworn  to,  and  subscribed,  January  22,  1794.** 

"  Pelatiah  Webster,  being  duly  qualified,  testifies : 
That,  eleven  years  ago  last  Summer,  I  let  my  house  in 
Philadelphia  to  Mary  Linn,  who  proposed  to  take  lo<lg- 
ers ;  I  reserved  apartments  for  myself,  and  boarded 
with  her.  Soon  after,  Mr.  Savery  and  Mr.  Gallatin 
took  lodgings  of  her,  and  continued  a  number  of  months 
there.  Mr.  Savery  spoke  no  English;  Mr.  Gallatin 
spoke  good  English,  and  served  as  interpreter  for  hiui. 
Ihey  appeared  to  be  well  bred  gentlemen,  and  their 
conduct  was  agreeable  and  conciliating ;  and  they  soon 
gained  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  family.  I  do  not 
know  that  they  ever  declared  their  country,  but  we  all 
supposed  they  were  French,  and,  of  course,  the  people, 
customs,  and  country  of  France,  often  made  the  topic 
of  fireside  chat.  In  one  of  these  transient  conversa- 
tions, Mr.  Gallatin  took  occasion  to  say  that  his  know- 
ledge of  French  affairs  was  not  very  perfect,  for  he  was 
not  a  native  of  France,  nor  had  ever  resided  long  in 
that  country,  but  was  from  Geneva.  No  one  interest- 
ing circumstance  made  any  further  inquiry  necessary, 
nor  do  I  recollect  that  he  made  any  more  explication 
of  the  subject. 

**  N.  B.  Mr.  Gallatin  once  said  that  his  original  name 
was  not  Gallatin,  but  I  think  he  said  it  was  Sidney, 
but  this  conversation  was  in  drollery,  and  not  in  ear- 
nest; as  I  conceived  at  the  time  of  speaking  from  the 
manner  and  air  of  his  speaking  thereon. 

"  Sworn  to,  and  subscribed,  January  28,  1794." 

"  Mr.  John  Smilie,  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  being  sworn,  saith,  tliat 
at  a  meeting  of  sundry  members  nf  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  previous  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  election  as  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States,  that  gentleman  was  men- 
tioned as  a  proper  person  to  fill  the  said  office;  at 
which  time  Mr.  Gallatin  started  some  doubt  respecting 
his  being  qualified,  but  in  what  words  the  deponent 
does  not  recollect- 
That  the  deponent  did  not  understand  upon  what 
the  doubt  was  founded,  though  he  thinks,  from  some- 
thing said  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  that  it  related  to  Mr.  Galla- 
tin's citizenship,  for,  as  the  deponent  conceived  the  con- 
versation proceeded  from  that  kind  of  modesty  which 


gentlemen  usually  feel  upon  having  their  names  pro- 
posed upon  such  occasions,  he  did  not  pay  much  atten- 
tion to  it :  and  that  bis  reason  for  forming  this  opinion 
was,  his  having  frequently  observed  gentlemen  to  make 
excuses  in  similar  situations,  and  from  bis  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Gallatin's  modesty  of  disposition.  When  being 
asked,  whether  he  ever  heard  Mr.  Gallatin  say  that  he 
had  not  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  nine  years 
previous  to  his  election,  the  deponent  replies,  he  never 
did.  Upon  being  asked  by  Mr.  Lewis,  counsel  fur  the 
petitioners,  what  he  had  ever  heard  Mr.  Gallatin  say 
touching  his  citizenship,  the  deponent  replies*,  that  a 
considerable  time  subsequent  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  election, 
Mr.  Gallatin,  in  conversations  with  the  depmient  ex- 
pressed an  opinion,  that  he  was  qualified  with  respect 
to  citizenshipi  What  else  did  ^ou  ever  bear  Mr.  Gal- 
latin say  with  respect  to  his  citizenship!  The  depo- 
nent answers,  that  he  recollects  having  heard  him  say 
something  with  respect  to  the  laws  of  Massachusetts 
not  requiring  an  oatn  of  allegiance,  at  the  time  of  his 
giving  iiis  opinion  as  aforesaid.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr. 
Gallatin  say  he  was  born  in  Europe  1  The  deponent 
replies,  that  be  does  not  recollect  Mr.  Gallatin's  saying 
that  he  was  born  in  Europe,  but  that  he  has  heard  Mr. 
Gallatin  speak  of  himself  as  a  Genevan,  mention  bis 
family  in  Geneva,  and  in  conversations  with  him  hath 
always  underst4X>d  him  to  be  of  Geneva.  Did  you  ever 
hear  Mr.  Gallatin  mention  the  time  of  his  coming  into 
America  t  He  replies,  that  he  thinks  Mr.  Gallatin,  about 
a  year  past,  mentioned  that  he  had  been  then  thirteen 
years  in  this  country,  and  that  he  was  nineteen  yean 
old  when  he  came.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Gallatin 
say  when  or  where  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance !  He 
replies,  he  heard  Mr.  Gallatin  say  that  he  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  in  Virginia,  but,  as  to  the  time,  the  depo- 
nent cannot  be  precise,  but  he  thinks,  if  he  can  recril- 
lect^  that  Mr.  Gallatin  did  mention  to  him,  though  he 
cannot  be  certain ;  but  it  was  not  nine  years  before  he 
was  elected.  That  the  deponent  thinks  Mr.  Gallatin's 
doubts  respecting  his  citizenship  were  founded  on  this 
ground,  the  witness  referring  in  this  part  of  his  testimo- 
ny to  the  meeting  before  mentioned,  when  these  doubts 
were  expressed ;  but  he  cannot  specify  the  time  of  Mr. 
Gallatin  s  having  mentioned  to  him  the  circumstance  of 
his  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
"  Sworn  to,  and  subscribed,  January  28, 1794." 

**  Mr.  Thomas  Stokely,  being  sworn,  deposeth  ami 
saith,  thatf  some  few  davs  before  a  Senator  was  cbo$t>D 
fur  the  State  of  Pennsy  fvania,  a  meeting  was  had  to  fix 
on  a  proper  person  to  represent  the  State  in  that  office ; 
sundry  persons  were  started  as  candidates,  among 
whom  was  Mr.  Gallatin,  who,  upon  his  being  named, 
observed  that  there  were  many  other  persons  more 
proper  to  fill  that  office ;  and  also  observed,  that  there 
might  be  doubts  as  to  his  citizenship,  though  the  depo- 
nent, from  the  length  of  time,  and  not  expecting  to 
have  been  cilled  upon,  retains  too  slight  an  impres- 
sion of  what  then  passed,  to  be  able  to  recollect  t)ie 
words  with  precision.  That,  at  a  subsequent  meeting 
for  the  same  purpose,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  finally  agreed 
to  be  nominated,  and  the  deponent  heard  no  objection 
stated  thereto,  either  by  Mr.  Gallatin  (who  was  present) 
or  any  other  person. 

"Sworn  to,  and  subscribed,  February  t,  1794." 

**  The  before- recited  evidence  being  introduced  and 
closed  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  Mr.  Gallatin  was 
asked  whether  he  had  any  testimony  to  produce  nn  liis 
part,  to  which  he  gave  the  following  answer,  in  writ- 
ing, to  wit : 

*'  The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Conrad 
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lufa^  te^  was  referred,  baviog  informed  me  tlmt  the 
pditujoera  had  closed  their  evideooe,  and  aaked  me 
'Ybetber  I  bad  aoy  testimooj  to  produce  on  my  side ;' 
I  uDver,  that  it  appears  to  me  that  there  is  not  suffi- 
«n:  matter  charged  in  the  petition,  and  proved  by  the 
tnaamoT,  to  vacate  my  seat ;  that,  by  the  resolution 
i^fMDtiiig  the  committee,  the  petition  is  referred  to 
uem  to  state  the  fiicts,  *  without  prejudice  as  to  any 
qje<;ii>ni  vbicfa  may,  upon  the  hearing,  b^  raised  by 
tLt  MXxtig  member,  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  ihe  parties 
lad  the  luatter  charged  in  the  petition ;'  that,  upon  the 
h«tfiug.  tod  ia  the  present  »tage  of  the  same,  the  ques- 
t  jQ  u  to  the  sufficiency  of  matter,  as  above  stated,  is 
ni9«d  by  me;  that  I  conceive,  from  the  evident  con- 
wtjtSMa  of  the  resolution,  I  have  a  right  to  have  that 
<jc»tion  decided  by  the  Senate ;  that,  until  the  same 
ri.&;i  bare  been  decided,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  at  the  trou- 
ble inJ  expense  of  collecting  evidence  at  a  great  dis- 
taoc«:  aod,  therefore,  that  at  present,  I  do  not  mean  to 
pt'jd  jcf  any  testimony,  reserving,  however,  to  myself 
iberi^bt  which  I  conceive  I  have  to  produce  any  testi- 
MT  ia  ro;  fiivor,  after  the  said  question  shall  have 
bnodeaded  by  the  Senate,  in  case  tt  is  decided  against 
ae. 

-ALBERT  GALLATIN." 

'  Which  being  duly  read  and  considered,  the  Com- 
Sk3e«eaffle  to  the  Aillowing  resolution,  to  wit : 

'  Whereas  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners 
biiag  been  closed,  and  it  appearing  that  Mr.  Gallatin 
n.4  an  alien  in  the  year  1780 ;  and  his  answer,  in 
^Mig,  a!«igning  reasons  why  he  should  not  adduce 
mJeitce  mi  his  part  in  the  present  stage  of  the  inquiry, 
a>(  beio^^  io  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  sufficient, 

"Ketolntd,  lliat^  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  it 
B  Biiv  incumbent  on  Mr.  Gallatin  to  show  that  he  has 
Uoifse  a  citiien  of  the  United  States,  and  when. 

Which  resolution  being  read  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  he 
R&'nDed  the  Committee  he  should  rely  on  the  answer 
he  luul  before  given. 

'AD  which  i^  respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable 
acute  by  the  Committee." 

Ard  subjoined  is  the  statement  of  facts  exhibited 
^■y  Mr  Gallatin,  and  agreed  to  between  him  and 
i^-.  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  as  mentioned  the 
i'tii  instant : 


"  Albert  Gallatin  was  bom  at  GencTa,  on  the  29th 
4j  uf  Jaiioary,  1761.  He  left  that  place  for  theUnited 
Vit*»  in  April  or  May,  1780,  arrived  in  Boston  (Maa- 
>Knu<etU)  OQ  the  Hih  or  15th  July  of  the  same  year, 
1^1  lu.4  erer  »inre  resided  within  the  United  States. 
loUctuher.  1780,  he  removed  from  Boston  to  Machias 
^'th«  PrDviore  of  Maine,  in  which  place  and  its  neigh- 
^"^"^he  resided  one  year,  and  commenced  a  settle- 
^-  t>o  a  tract  of  vacant  land.  During  that  time,  he 
f.rili^b^J,  out  of  his  own  funds,  supplies  (amounting  in 
^Ljt  til  m.ire  than  sixty  pounds  Maiisachu^etts  curren 
rjioCttlonel  John  AUen,  who  wa^  the  commanding 
*^«cr  «titioned  there,  and  also  Su|)erintendent  of  In- 
'*-o  AlJUir*  for  the  Eastern  Department,  for  the  use  of 
^  Americao  troops,  and  on  several  occasions  acted  as 
'  >•  iiiiiieer  under  the  same  officer's  command.  For  the 
*^-  'upplies,  he  received,  one  year  after,  a  warrant  on 
t>  Treasury  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  which  he 
J;^  »  a  eonaiderable  depreciation.  In  October,  1781, 
J'rrt.jined  to  Boston ;  and,  in  the  spring  of  1782,  was, 
^»  vote  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Univernty  of  Cam- 
^'^  (oMiAfwise  called  Harvard  College,)  chosen  in- 
*^">cwr  of  the  French  language  of  tlie  said  University. 


By  the  same  vote  he  was  allowed  a  room  in  the  Col- 
lege, tlie  privilege  of  the  Commons  at  the  Tutor's  table, 
the  use  of  the  Library,  and  also  the  right  of  having  his 
pay  (which  depended  on  the  voluntary  subscription  and 
attendance  of  the  students)  collected  by  the  steward  of 
the  institution,  together  with  the  other  charges  against 
the  students^  for  board  and  education.  Those  terms  he 
accepted,  and  remained  in  that  station  for  the  term  of 
one  year.  In  July,  1788,  he  removed  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  November  of  the  same  year  proceeded  to  Virgi- 
nia, in  which  State  he  had  purchased  more  than  one 
thousand  acres  of  land,  ^and  amounting  to  more  than  one 
hundred  pounds  Virginia  currency  hi  value,)  some  time 
between  July  and  November,  1783.  Betwtfen  this  last 
mentioned  period  and  the  month  of  October,  1785,  he 
purchased  other  lands  in  the  said  State  to  a  very  large 
amount,  and  in  the  said  last  mentioned  month  he  took 
an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  said  State.  In  December, 
1786,  he  purchased  the  plantation  in  Fayette  county  in 
Pennsylvania,  on  which  he  has  lived  ever  since.  In 
October,  1789,  he  was  elected  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion to  amend  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
October,  1790,  1791,  and  1792,  he  was  elected  member 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  same  State.  On  the  28th  of 
February,  1798,  he  was  chosen  Senator  to  represent 
the  said  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  aod 
took  his  seat  in  December  following." 


Monday,  March  8. 

The  Communications  referred  to  in  the  Message 
of  the  Pkbsident  of  tbc  United  States  of  the  26th 
of  February,  were  in  part  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  reading  of  them  at 
this  time  be  postponed. 

The  following  Message  was  receiyed  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

OentUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  ihe  Houte  of  Representativet : 

I  transmit  to  you  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Short,  relative  to  our  nffairs  with  Spain ;  and  copies  of 
two  Letters  from  our  Minister  at  Lisbon,  with  their  en- 
closures, containing  intelligence  from  Algiers.  The 
whole  of  these  communications  are  made  in  confidence, 
except  the  passage  in  Mr.  Short's  Letter  which  respects 
the  Spanish  convoy. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

United  Statbb,  March  8,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  petition  of  Peter  Trczevant,  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  was  read,  praying  compensation 
for  certain  goods  bought  of  Robert  Farquhar,  and 
stated  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  though 
purchased  by  order  and  appropriated  to  the  more 
immediate  use  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cabot  reported,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,,  entitled  *^An  act  for 
the  remission  of  the  duties  arising  on  the  tonnage 
of  sundry  French  vessels  which  have  taken  refuge 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,"  that  this  bill 
pa.ss  the  Senate ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  second 
time ;  and,  on  motion,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 
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TocsoATf  March  4 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Com- 
munications referred  to  in  the  Messagie  of  the 
Pr^idknt  of  thr  UNrrED  States  of  the  26th  of 
February ;  and,  after  progress^  the  further  reading 
thereof  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Martin^  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  22d  of  February,  to  consider  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury 
respecting  a  light-house  on  Cape  Hatteras,  re- 
potted a  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  head- 
land and  Cape  of*  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon 
on  Ocracock  Island,  in  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina; which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Wbdmbsdat,  March  5. 

A  Message  from  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate,  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  '*  An  act  authorizing  a  Loan  of  one  million 
of  dollars,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  pf 
the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presidbnt  of  the  United  States  : 

OetUUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  Bepresentativet : 

The  Secretary  of  State  having  reported  to  me  upon 
the  ieveral  complainta  which  have  been  lodged  in  his 
Offioe,  against  the.  vexatioDt  and  spoliationa  on  our 
commerce  since  the  commencement  of  the  European 
war,  I  transmit  to  you  a  oopv  of  bis  statement,  together 
with  the  documents  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
Untted  States,  March  6, 1794^ 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Com- 
munications referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the 
Presideht  or  the  United  States  of  the  26th  of 
February  last 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  seat  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  authorizing  a 
Loan  of  one  million  of  dollars,"  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading 

The  bill  to  erect  a  light* house  on  the  head-land 
and  Cape  of  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on 
Ocracock  Island^  in  the  State  of  North  'Carolina, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  the 
further  consideration  of  this  bill. 


Thubsdat,  March  6. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  concurrence,  entitled  ^*  An  act  making 
Appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government,  for 
the  year  1794,"  reported  anlendments,  which  were 
read  and  adopted. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '^An  act  authorizing  a 
Loan  of  one  million  of  dollars,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Butler,  Ca- 


bot, and  Hawkins,  to  consider  and  report  thereoa 
to  the  Senate. 


Friday,  March  7. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentativeSj 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making  Appro- 
priations  for  the  support  of  Qovernmenti  for  the 
year  179^"  waaread  the  third  time. 

BetoUed^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  ooncar- 
rence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
amendments  to  this  bill. 

Resolved^  That  Messrs.  Kino,  Lanodok,  and 
Strong,  be  a  committee  to  Join  with  such  commit- 
tee as  the  House  of  Representatives  may  appoint 
on  their  part,  to  consider  and  report  what  business 
is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  in  the  present 
session,  and  what  part  of  the  business  now  depend- 
ing may  be»  without  great  inconvenience,  pos^onedj 
until  the  next  session ;  that  the  proceedings  may  b^ 
60  regulated  as  to  close  this  session  by  the  first 
Mond&y  in  April  next 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
hibit the  carrying  on  the  slave  trade  from  the  United 
States  to  any  foreign  place  or  country  ;"  also,  a  bill, 
entitled,  "  An  act  limiting  the  time  for  presenting 
claims  for  destroyed  certificates  of  certain  descrip- 
tions;" in  which  bills,  severally,  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  i 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee ; 
and,  after  progress,  the  fiirther  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  prohibit  the 
carrying  on  the  slave  trade  from  the  United  States 
to  any  foreign  place  or  country,"  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  limiting  the  time 
for  presenting  claims  for  destroyed  certificates  of 
certain  descriptions,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


Monday,  March  10. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  his  Excellency  Josiah  Bartlett,  Gover- 
nor  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  enclosing  the 
remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  against 
the  determination  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  dis- 
trict of  New  Hampshire,  held  at  Exeter  on  the  24th 
day  of  October,  1793;  which  Letter  and  papers  re- 
ferred, to  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
LiVERMOREf  Kino,  and  Lanodon,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prohibit  the 
carrying  on  the  slave  trade  from  the  United  States 
to  any  foreign  place  or  country,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 
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Oriendf  That  the  further  consideration  theseof 
be  the  (Nnder  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  bill  to 
ereet  a  light-hooae  on  the  head-land  and  Cape  of 
Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Ocracock  Inland, 
ID  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  wa«  read  the  second 
time,  and  amended. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
icformed  Hie  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
Kotatives  eoocor  in  the  amendments  of  the  Se-* 
oate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  Appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Qo vemment,  for  the 
year  1794."  They  abo  concur  in  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  7th  instant,  appointing  a  joint 
committee,  and  have  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  "  In  addition  to  the  act  for  the  pnnishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  Statea" 

On  motion  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
directed  to  procorei  from  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  State,  the  secret  instructions  given 
to  the  Commissioners  for  concluding  a  Treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  King  of  Sweden 
it  passed  in  the  native. 

After  pcogreas  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
last  mentioned^  the  further  consideration  thereof  I 
at  this  time  was  poetponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
mformed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
pronde  a  Naval  Armament ;"  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  purchase  Black- 
stone's  Commentaries,  and  Vatters  Law  of  Na- 
ture and  Nations,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


TuBSDAT,  March  11. 

The  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  head-land 
of  Gape  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Ocra- 
cock Island,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Attorney  General  for  the 
United  States  be  directed  to  report  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  Qalliopelis,  lodged  in  his 
Office  by  reference  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
hill  io  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States;  and, 
after  progress. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
he  postponed. 


Wbdnesdat,  March  12. 

Buohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  transmit,  to  the  Execu- 
tives of  the  several  States,  copies  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Congress  to  be  added  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the 
Indieial  power. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  con- 
So  Co*. 


currence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this 
resolution. 

A  roessaffe  from  the  House  of  Eepresentatives 
informed  tne  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  aet  to 
provide  for  the  defence  of  certain  ports  and  har- 
oors  in  the  United  States ;"  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States. 

On  motion  to  atrike  out  the  7th  section  of  the 
bill,  as  follows : 

**  And  he  U  further  etuteUd,  That  it  shall  not  be  hiw- 
ful  to  B«U  within  the  United  States,  any  vessel  or  goods 
captured  from  a  Prince  or  State,  or  from  the  subjects 
or  eitiseiis  of  a  Prince  or  State,  with  which  the  United 
States  are  at  peace,  which  vessel  or  goods  shall  have 
been  captured  by  any  other  foreign  Prince  or  State,  or 
by  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  such  Prince  or  State,  ud- 
less  such  vessel  and  go<jds  shall  have  been  first  carried 
into  a  port  or  place  within  the  territory  of  the  Prince 
or  State  to  which  the  captors  belong,  but  such  vessels 
and  goods  shall  be  carried  out  of  the  United  States  by 
those  who  shall  have  brought  them  in.  And  the  sale 
of  anv  vessel  or  goods,  prohibited  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
utterly  void  :*' 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  12,  nays  12,  as 
follows : 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Edwards, 
Gunn,  Hawkina  Jackson,  Laogdon,  Martin,  Monroe, 
Robinson,  and  Taylor. 

Nats. — Messra  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Isard,  King,  Livermore,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Potts,  Strong, 
and  Viiiing. 

The  Vice  Prebidemt  determined  the  question 
in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  adopt  this  7th  section,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  12,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Isard,  King,  Livermore,  Mitchell,  Morritf,  Potts,  Strong, 
and  Vining. 

NAva — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Edwards, 
Ounn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Laogdon,  Martin,  Monroe, 
Robinson,  and  Taylor. 

The  Vice  President  determined  the  question 
in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional section  to  the  bill,  to  wit : 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  con- 
tinue and  be  in  force  for  and  during  the  term  of  six 
months,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  and  no  longer :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  11,  nays  13,  as 
follows : 

TsAa— Messra  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Edwards, 
Gunn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Martin,  Monroe,  Robinson, 
and  Taylor. 

NAva — Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Izard,  King,  Langdon,  Livermore,  Mitchell,  Morris, 
Potts,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional section  to  the  bill,  to  wit : 

*"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  con- 
tinue and  be  in  force  for  and  during  the  term  of  two 
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years,  and  from  theoce  to  the  end  of  the  next  sessioo 
of  Congress,  and  no  longer  f 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — jesa  17,  najs  7,  as 
follows : 

YxAS. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Brown,  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
Fiister,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Izard,  King,  Liver- 
more,  Martin,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Potts,  Strong,  and 
Vining. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Butler,  Edwards,  Langdoo, 
Monroe,  Robinson,  and  Taylor. 

On  motion  that  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing, it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeaa  12,  nays  12, 
as  follows: 

Yeah. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Izard,  King,  Livermore,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Potts,  Strong, 
and  Vining. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Edwards, 
Gunn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Laogdon,  Martin,  Monroe, 
Robinson,  and  Taylor. 

The  Vice  President  determined  the  question 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

OentUmen  of  the  Sfnatef  and 

of  the  Houee  of  Reprewntativee : 

I  transmit  to  you  the  translation  of  two  Letters  from 
X\Mb  Commissioners  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  and  of  their  enclosures. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

United  States,  March  12,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  defence  of  certain  ports  and  harbors  in  the 
United  States,^'  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 


Thursday,  March  13. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Reports  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  on  the  several  petitions  of  Asa  Day,  Wil- 
liam Perkins,  and  Jonathan  Uolton. 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  defence  of  certain  ports  and  harbors  in  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Kino,  Gunn,  Izard,  Langdon,  Morris,  Ells- 
worth, and  Potts,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
tn  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Butler  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An 
act  authorizing  a  Loan  of  one  million  of  dollars," 
that  the  bill  pass ;  and,  the  report  being  adopted, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
a  Naval  Armament,**  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next 


'The  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  panish- 
ment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  to  expunge  the  Sth  lection,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  And  he  it  further  enacted  and  dedartd,  That>  ia 
every  case  in  wl\ich  a  vessel  shall  be  fitted  out  and 
armed,  or  attempt  so  to  be  fitted  oat  or  armed,  or  in 
which  the  force  of  any  vessel  of  war,  cruiser,  or  other 
armed  vessel,  shall  be  increased  or  augmented,  or  io 
which  any  military  expedition  or  enterprise  shall  be 
begun  or  set  on  foot  contrary  to  the  prohibitions  aod 
provisions  of  this  act ;  and  in  every  case  of  the  capture 
of  a  ship  or  vessel  within  the  jurisdiction  or  protectioo 
of  the  United  States  as  above  defined,  and  in  every 
case  in  which  any  process  issuing  out  of  any  Court  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  disobeyed  or  resisted  by  any 
person  or  persons  having  the  custody  of  any  vessel  of 
war,  cruiser,  or  other  armed  vessel,  of  any  foreign  Prince 
or  State,  or  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  such  Prince  or 
State ;  in  every  such  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  or  such  other  persoo  as  he 
shall  have  empowered  fur  that  purpose,  to  employ  such 
part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  militia  thereof,  as  shall  be  judged  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  of  and  detainmg 
any  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  her  price  or  prises,  if  any, 
in  order  to  tne  execution  of  the  prohibitions  and  penal- 
ties of  this  act,  and  to  the  restoring  such  prise  or  prizes^ 
in  the  cases  in  which  restoration  shall  have  been 
adjudged,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
carrying  on  of  any  such  expedition  or  enterprise  from 
the  territories  of  'the  United  States  against  the  terri- 
tories or  dominions  of  a  foreign  Prince  or  State,  with 
whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  12,  najs  12,  as 
follows ; 

YxAa—Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  £dward% 
Ounn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Langdon,  Martin,  Monroe, 
Robinson,  and  Taylor. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bradford.  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster. 
Isard,  King,  Livermore,  Iditchell,  Morris,  Potts,  Strong, 
and  Vining. 

The  Vice  President  determined  the  question 
in  the  negative. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  P  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative—yeas  12,  nays  12,  as  follows  : 

YsAa — Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Izard,  King,  Livermore,  Mitdieli,  Morris,  Potts,  Strong, 
and  Vining. 

Nxra — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Edwards, 
Gunn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Langdon,  Martin,  Monroe, 
Robinson,  and  Taylor. 

The  Vice  President  determined  the  question 
in  the  affirmative.  And  further  amendments  being 
agreed  to,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  engross- 
ed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States." 

A  message  irom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Mi- 
litary Establishment  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 


69 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


70 


MAjfiCfl,  1794.] 


Proceedings, 


[Sbnatb. 


four;**  and  a  bill  entiUed  "An  act  making  further 
provision  for  the  expenses  attending  the  inter- 
course of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations, 
and  further  to  continue  in  force  the  act  entitled 
*An  act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations  ;* "  in 
which  several  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  mentioned  were  severally  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  documents  referred  to  in  the 
pRGSiDaiiT's  Message  of  the  5th  instant,  relative  to 
the  vejcations  and  spoliations  on  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  be  returned  to  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  soon 
•8  may  be,  furnish  the  Senate  with  an  abstract  of 
the  vexations  and  spoliations  lately  committed 
upon  our  commerce,  and  upon  whom,  particularly 
noting  the  condemnations,  as  far  as  the  documents 
io  his  office  will  enable  him. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  limiting 
the  time  for  presenting  claims  for  destroyed  cer- 
tificates of  certain  descriptions,*'  was  read  the  se- 
cond time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Caaot,  Taylor,  Ellsworth,  Gunn,  and  Kino,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  authorizing  and  directing  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  Major  General  LArAVSTTB  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Reached,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  engross- 
ed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  act  allowing 
to  Major  General  Lapayktte  his  pay  and  emolu- 
menu  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.*' 


Friday,  March  14. 

The  Vice  Prksidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Report  from  the  Secretary  for  the  War  Depart- 
ment on  the  petition  of  -Robert  Connelly ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  defence  of  certain  ports  and  harbors  in  the 
United  States,*'  reported  amendments ;  whi<$h,  be- 
ing adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '*An  act  authorizing  a 
Loan  of  one  million  of  dollars,**  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  making  further 
proviriion  for  the  expenses  attending  the  intercourse 
of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations,  and 
further  to  continue  in  force  the  act  entitled  '  An 
act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  between  the 
Uoited  States  and  foreign  nations,* "  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
KiSG,  Morris,  and  Strong,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

^r.  Kino,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 


this  bill,  reported  an  amendment,  which  being 
adopted, 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  Un  ited  States  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,*'  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Kino,  Vinino,  and  Gunn,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Monday,  March  17. 

The  VicK  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War  on  the  petitions  of  Theodor?  Ohartier  and 
others ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tiie 
table. 

Mr.  Bradley  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  petition  of  Jabes  Rogers, 
jr.,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  defence  of  certain  ports  and  harbors  in  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

ReBohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmenta 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  a 
Naval  Armament,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Langdon,  Morris,  Butler,  Tay- 
lor, and  Cabot,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  making  further 
provision  for  the  expenses  attending  the  inter- 
course of  the  Ignited  States  with  foreign  nations: 
and  further  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitlea 
*  An  act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations;'" 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Reaohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  prohibit  the  car- 
rying on  the  slave-trade  from  the  United  States  to 
any  foreign  place  or  country." 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

Tuesday,  March  18. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four;"  re- 
ported the  bill  without  amendment 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  it  be 

**  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  and  report  on  the  practicability  uf  obtaining  state- 
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ments  of  the  principles  on  which  the  eccountt  of  the 
individual  States  with  the  United  States  have  heen 
settled,  and  a  statement  of  the  several  credits  allowed 
in  the  said  settlement :" 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Lanodon,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  '*An  act  to 
provide  a  Naval  Armament/'  reported  amend- 
ments; which  were  in  part  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Hou6e  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  erecting 
and  repairing  arsenals  and  magasines,  and  for  other 
purposes ;"  and  "  A  resolution  that  the  Pjussident 
OP  THE  Unitvo  States,  be  authorized  to  employ, 
«i  despatch  boats,  such  of  the  revenue  cutters  of 
the  United  States  as  the  public  exigencies  may  re> 

auire;"  in  which  bill  and  resolution,  severally, 
dej  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsiobiit  op  TBI  Unttbd  States: 

• 

Gentlemen  of  the  Benaie^  and 

of  the  ffouee  of  Repreeentaiiven : 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic 
having  requested  an  advance  of  money,  I  transmit  to 
OoBgress  certain  doenoMBts  relative  to  that  subject 

0.  WASaUIGl^ON. 
UnTBD  Srans,  Marek  18, 1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  resolution  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  *' authorizing  the  Prb- 
su>EMT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  to  employ  ss  de- 
spatch boats,  such  of  the  revenue  cutters  as  the 
public  exigencies  may  require ;"  was  read. 

Resohbea,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

The  bin,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repr^sentatires 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for 
the  erectine  and  repairing  of  arsenals  and  maga- 
Bines,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  was  read  the  £iit 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  ReprcschtatiTes  for 
concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  prohibit  the  car- 
rying on  the  slare-trade  from  the  United  States  to 
any  foreign  place  or  country.*' 

Ordtr^,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  readmg. 


Wednesday,  March  19. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrenoe,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  a 
Naval  Armament,**  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Seeohed,  That  the  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Jabez  Rogers,  jr.,  was  read 
and  adopted,  and  the  committee  were  instructed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purposes  therein  expressed. 

Mr.  Bbadlbt,  from  the  committee  last  mention- 
ed, reported  a  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duties 
on  certain  distilled  spirits  destroyed  by  fire,  Which 
was  read  the  first  ume  and  ordered  to  a  second 
roading. 


The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representativef 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  to  prohibit  the 
carrying  on  the  slave  trade  from  the  United  States 
to  any  foreign  place  or  country,*'  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^*  An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Military  EI"4ablish* 
ment  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,"  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  erecting  and  repairing  of  arsenals  and  ma- 
gazines, and  for  other  purposes,**  was  read  the  se- 
cond time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Gvvtty  Kiifo,  and  Bradlbt,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  Pkesi^bkt  or  the  United  States, 
in  certain  cases,  to  alter  the  place  for  holding  a  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  laid  on  the  table,  and 
read  the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

TffURSDAT,  March  20. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Peesident  of  the 
United  States,  in  certain  cases,  to  alter  the  place 
for  holding  a  session  of  Congress,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
LivERMORE,  GuNN,  and  Ellsworth,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  cer- 
tain distilled  spirits,  destroyed  by  fire,  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and,  the  rule  being  dispensed  with, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  limiting  the 
time  for  presenting  claims  for  destroyed  certifi- 
cates of  certain  descriptions,"  reported  aoiend- 
ments. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  GuNN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re^ 
ferred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
erecting  and  repairing  of  arsenals  and  magaBines, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  amendments^ 
which  were  adopted. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  thiid  read- 
ing. 

Friday,  March  21. 

The  bin  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  erecting  and  repairing  of  arsenals  and  ma- 
gazines, and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read   the  i 
third  time. 

Reeohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Livermorb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  | 
was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Pbbsidknt 
or  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases,  to  alter 
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the  pUoe  for  holding  a  session  of  Congress,  reports 
ed  amendments. 

Ordered^  That  the  amendments  be  printed  for  the 
Qse  of  the  Senate. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom,  was  refbr- 
red  the  biU,  entitled  *'  An  act  limiting  the  time  for 
presenting  claims  for  destroyed  certificates  of  cer- 
tiiii  deseriptionSi'*  was  read,  and  the  consideration 
thereof  postponeii  until  Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  on  the  18th  instant,  that  it  be 

*Si9almd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine into  aod  report  on  the  practicability  of  obtaining 
lUteiaentt  of  the  principles  an  vhich  the  accounts  of 
the  mdJTiduAl  States  widi  the  United  States  have  been 
KUled,  and  a  statement  of  the  several  credits  allowed 
ia  the  said  settlement.*' 

And,  en  motion  to  adopt  this  resolution,  it  passed 
ia  the  negative — jeas  6,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Taia. — Messii.  Edwards,  Hawkins,  Jfartin,  Monroe, 
Pstts  aad  Taylor. 

Kat^ — MessrsL  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brown,  Cabot, 
EUsvorth,  Foster,  Freltnghuysen,  Gnnn,  Jackson,  Isard, 
Langdoa,  Livermore^  Mitchell,  Morris,  Hobinson,  aod 
Stroag. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Reoresentattves 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
Paraoqae;^  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time 
•ad  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

A  motien  was  made, 

"That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  eoneider  aad  re- 
port ID  vhat  manner  the  duties  of  the  office  of  a  District 
^odge  shall  be  discharged,  during  the  inability  of  the 
Jadge  of  a  District "* 

Ordered^  That  the  motion  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Eluwosth,  SiiieNo,  and  Lanodon,  to  consider 
•Qd  report  thereon  te  the  Senate. 


MoNDAT,  March  24. 

Keibit  Joans  appeared  and  produced  his  ere- 
deatiala  of  an  appointment  by  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Delaware  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
vhich  were  read. 

Whereupon  it  was  moved  that  they  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
before  the  said  Kemsby  Joons  should  be  permitted 
to  qualify,  who  are  directed  to  report  thereon ;  and 
it  passed  in  the  afiBnaative^yeas  13,  nays  12,  as 
followa : 

YsAs.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  £dwardsi 
wm,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Laogdon,  Jivermore,  Martin, 
Itoaroe,  Robinson,  and  Taylor. 

JfATi^Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
rrelinghujseo,  laard,  Mitchell,  Morris,  PotU,  Buther- 
Iwd,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  luive  passed  a 
^  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  placing  buoys 
QQ  certain  rocks  off  the  harbor  of  New  London  and 
io  Providence  river,  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
cvrence  of  the  Senate. 


The  memorial  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  was  presented  and  read, 
complaining  of  the  system  continued  and  pursued 
in  the  capture,  detention,  and  condemnation,  in 
British  ports,  of  a  number  of  vessels  with  their 
cargoes,  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

Ordered^  That  this  memorial  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  ViCK  PaBsrosNT  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
report  of  the  Attorney  General,  on  the  memorial  of 
the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  and  it  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  this  report,  and  the  papers  refer- 
red to,  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Burr,  Taylor,  and 
Ellsworth,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  authorise  the  Prbsidbnt  or  run  UmrsD 
States,  in  certain  cases,  to  alter  the  place  for 
holding  a  session  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Jackson,  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to- 
morrow, move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  make 
provision  for  the  widow  and  orphan  children  of 
Robert  Forsyth,  who  was  killed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Reprssenta* 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Stephen  Paranque,'*  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
and  MoRRiS)  to  consider  and  report  tiiereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide  for 
placing  buoys  on  certain  rocks  off  the  harbor  of 
New  £ondon  and  In  Providence  river,**  was  read 
the  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  seeood  readiog. 


TuBSDAT,  March  25. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Presidbnt  or  thr 
Uritrd  States,  in  certain  cases,  to  alter  the 
place  for  holding  a  session  of  Congress,  was  read 
the  third  time ;  and,  being  amended, 

JSetoleed,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  engross* 
ed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "  An  act  to  author* 
ize  the  President  or  the  Uhitbd  States,  in  oer* 
tain  cases,  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  a  session  of 
Congress. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  provide  for 
placing  buoys  on  certain  rocks  off  the  harbor  of 
New  London  and  in  Proridence  river,*'  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Jackson,  Lanooon,  and  Fostbe,  to  consider  and 
report  tliereoo  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  en- 
titled **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  erecting  and  re- 
pairing of  arsenals  and  magazines  nnd  for  other 
purposes,**  ask  a  conference  on  the  subject-matter 
of  all  the  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  and  have 
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appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their 
part. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  disagreeing  to  the 
first  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  erecting  and  repairing 
of  arsenals  and  magazines  and  for  other  purposes, 
and  asking  a  conference  on  all  the  amendments. 
Whereupon, 

Rewhedy  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  proposed 
conference,  and  that  Messrs.  Gunn,  Bkadlet,  and 
Ellsworth  be  managers  at  the  same  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Messiige  was  received  from  the 

PSESIDENT  OF  THE  UniTED  StATES  : 

OentUmen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Ifouee  of  RepreeentaUeee  : 

The  two  Letters  which  I  now  forward  to  GongreM 
were  written  bjr  a  Consul  of  the  United  States,  and 
eontain  information  which  will,  probabljr,  be  thooght  to 
require  some  pecuniarv  provision. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Umxtbd  Statu,  March  26,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  bin  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence  entitled  "  An  act  limiting  the  time 
for  presenting  claims  for  destroyed  certificates  of 
certain  descriptions,'*  was  resumed,  adopted  with 
amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  be 
amended  accordinely. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  messaffe  from,  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  transferring,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  jurisdiction  of  suits  and  offences  from  the 
District  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  assigning  certain  duties  in  respect  to  invalid 
pensioners,  to  the  attorney  of  the  said  district:*' 
m  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Conformably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Jacxson  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  provision  for 
the  widow  and  orphan  children  of  Robert  Forsyth, 
who  was  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  the  fint  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Beeehed^  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  to 
take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  Nation. 


Wbdkbboat,  March  26. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  limiting 
the  time  for  presenting  claims  for  destroyed  cer- 
tificates of  certain  descriptions,'*  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Reeohed,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
*'  A  resolution  laying  an  embargo  on  the  vessels  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  ;'*  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  last  men- 
tioned resolution,  *'  laying  an  embargo  on'  the  Tea- 
sels in  the  ports  of  the  United  Stat^**  and 

Resolved^  That  they  do  concur  therein  with  the 
following  amendment : 

After  the  word  ^  States,"  insert  *'  whether  cleared 
out  or  not" 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
amendment 

Mr.  Bradley  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  credentials  of 
Kensey  Johns,  appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Delaware  a  Senator  of  the  United  States^ 
in  the  place  of  George  Reid,  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  for  consideratien. 

The  bill  to  make  provision  for  the  widow  and 
orphan  children  of  R(^rt  Forsvth,  who  was  killed 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs^  ELLawoBm, 
Lanodom,  and  Strong,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  ^vras 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  concurrence,  entitled  ^*  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Stephen  Paranque,*'  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  proride 
for  placing  buoys  on  certain  rocks  off  the  harhor  of 
New  London,  and  iu  Providence  river,'*  reported 
amendments  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  Senate  be  at  present  ander  an 
injunction  of  secrecy  in  respect  to  the  amendment 
to  the  resolution  laying  an  embargo  on  the  vessels 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 


Tbubsdat,  March  27. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Stephen  Paranque,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideratioii  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  credentials  of  Kensey  Johns,  appointed 
by  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Delaware  to  be  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  that  the  report  be  recommitted,  it 
passed  in  the  negative ;  and,  after  progress,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  report 
bo  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gunn  reported  from  the  managers  appointed 
to  confer  with  those  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
erecting  and  repairing  of  arsenals  and  magazines, 
and  for  other  purposes,**  that  they  have  agreed 
that  it  would  be  proper,  instead  of  the  amendments 
proposed  to  the  first  section,  to  amend  the  same,  hj 
striking  out,  from  the  word  "  stores,**  to  the  word 
*'  provided,"  and  insert : 
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"  lliere  ahall  be  cttablitbed,  noder  the  direction  of 
ihe  Pre«ideot  of  the  United  States,  three  or  four  arte- 
Dida,  with  nuigazioe8»  as  he  shall  judge  most  expedient, 
b  Mich  places  as  will  best  acoomiu^late  the  different 
parts  of  the  United  States ;  either  or  both  of  the  arse- 
osls  heretufore  osed  at  Springfield  and  Carlisle  to  be 
continued  as  part  of  the  said  number,  at  his  discretion. 

"  And  that  it  would  be  proper  for  the  House  of  Re- 
preaentatires  to  agree  to  the  other  amendments  pro- 
posed, ezeept  the  Uet,  and  for  the  Senate  to  recede  from 
ckati" 


And  it  was  agreed  to  adopt  the  report 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  adhere  to  their 
disagreement  to  some,  and  recede  from  their  disa- 
greement to  other  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  provide  for  the  erecting  and  repairing 
cC  trsenals  and  magazines,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  bill  last 
mentioned;  whereupon, 

Rtmlved^  That  they  recede  from  their  amend- 
ments to  the  first  section,  and  adopt  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  managers  at  the  conference 
thereon.  * 

Eaoltsd,  That  they  recede  from  their  amend- 
ment to  the  sixth  section,  and  that  they  insist  on 
their  amendment  to  the  third  section  of  the  said 
bill 


Fbidat,  March  28. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  credentials  of  Kensey  Johns,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Ezecutiye  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States ;  which 
report  is  as  follows : 

*  Hie  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  credentials  of  an  appointment  by  the  GoTemor  of 
the  State  of  Delaware,  of  Kensey  Johns,  as  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States,  having^  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, report — 

"That  Qeoise  Read,  a  Senator  for  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, reognea  his  seat  upon  the  18th  day  of  December, 
1793,  and  daring  the  recess  of  the  Legislature  of  said 
State 

"  That  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  met  in  Janu- 
aiy.  and  adjourned  in  February,  1794. 

**That,  upon  the  19th  day  of  March,  and  subsequent 
to  the  adjourament  of  the  said  Legislature,  Kensey 
Johns  was  appointed,  by  the  Governor  of  said  State,  to 
fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  aforesaid. 
**  Whereupon,  the  Committee  submit  the  following 
reiolatioii : 

"  Resolved,  lliat  Kensey  Johns,  appointed  by  the 
Qoremor  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  as  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  for  said  State,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ;  a  session  of  the  Le* 
gislatare  of  the  said  State  having  intervened,  between 
the  resignation  of  the  said  George  Read  and  the  ap- 
pomtmcnt  of  the  said  Kensey  Johns.** 

On  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  this  report,  it  passed 
b  the  affirmative — ^yeas  80,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr, 
Butler,  Cabot,  Edwards,  Elbworth,  Frelinghuysen, 
Omm,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Kin^,  Langdon,  Livermore, 
Hsrtin,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Robmson,  and  Taylor. 


Nats. — Messrs.  Foster,  Isard,  Morris,  Potts^  Ruther- 
furd.  Strong,  and  Vining. 

Reaohed^  That  an  attested  copy  of  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  on  the  appointment  of  Kensey  Johns 
to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  be  transmitted, 
by  the  Psbsiobnt  of  the  Senate,  to  the  Executive 
of  the  State  of  Delaware. 

The  following  Message  was  reoeived  firom  the 
pRBSiDBHT  or  TBI  Ukited  Statbs  : 

GentUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Souae  of  Repreaentativet : 

In  the  execution  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  bear- 
ing date  the  26th  of  March,  1794,  and  imposing  an 
embargo,  I  have  requested  the  Governors  of  the  several 
States  to  call  forth  the  force  of  their  militia,  if  it  should 
be  oecessarv,  for  the  detention  of  vessels.  This  power 
is  conceived  to  be  incidental  to  an  embargo. 

It  also  deserves  the  attention  of  Congress,  how  far 
the  clearances  from  one  district  to  another,  under  the 
law  as  it  now  stands,  may  give  rise  to  evasions  of  the 
embargo.  As  one  security,  the  collectors  have  been  in- 
structed to  refuse  to  receive  the  surrender  of  coasting 
licenses  for  the  purpose  of  taking  out  registers,  and  to 
require  bond  from  registered  vessels,  bound  from  one 
district  to  another,  for  the  delivery  of  the  cargo  within 
the  United  SUtes. 

It  is  not  understood  that  the  resolution  applies  to  fish- 
ing vessels,  although  their  occupations  lie  generally  in 
parU  beyond  the  United  States.  But,  without  further 
restrictions,  there  is  an  opportunity  of  their  privileges 
beinf  used  as  means  of  eluding  the  embargo. 

All  armed  vessels^  possessing  public  commissions 
from  any  foreign  Power,  (letters  of  marque  excepted,) 
are  considered  as  not  liable  to  the  embargo. 

These  circumstances  are  transmitted  to  Congfi^s  for 
their  consideration. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
UmrxD  Statib,  March  28, 1794 

Ordered^  That  the  Message  from  the  Prksidsmt 
OF  THE  UNrrsD  States,  of  this  day,  be  referred  to 
Messrs.  Burr,  Morris,  and  Lanodon,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide 
for  placing  buoys  on  certain  rocks  off  the  harbor  of 
New  London,  and  in  Providence  river ;"  and  having 
adopted  the  same,  and  agreed  that  the  bill  be 
amended  accordingly, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  iVom  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concarrence,  entitled  *'An  act  transfer- 
ring, for  a  limited  time,  the  Jurisdiction  of  suits 
and  offences,  from  the  District  to  the  Circuit 
Court  of  New  Hampshire,  and  assigning  certain 
duties,  in  respect  to  invalid  pensioners,  to  the  attor- 
ney of  the  said  district,**  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  ViNiiCG  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should, 
on  Monday  next,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  <^ 
the  United  States  in  the  district  of  Delaware. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  make  provision  for  the 
widow  and  orphan  children  of  Robert  Forsyth, 
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who  was  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
reported  an  amendment,  which  was  adopted,  and 
it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  should  be  amended 
accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  25th 
instant,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Nation ;  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered^  That  the  consideratioo  thereof  be  post- 
poned. 


Monday,  March  81. 

^  The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  transferring 
for  a  limited  time,  the  iurisdiction  of  suits  and  of- 
fences, from  the  District  to  the  Circuit  Court  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  assigning  certain  duties  in 
respect  to  invalid  pensioners,  to  the  attorney  of 
the  said  district,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide 
for  placing  buoys  on  certain  rocks  off  the  harbor 
of  New  London,  and  in  Providence  river,*'  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Message  from  the  PRKstDKNT  or  the 
UNiTBn  States,  of  the  28th  instant,  reported  a 
resolution  to  carry  into  more  complete  effect  the 
resolution  directing  an  embargo ;  which  was  read. 

Reeohed,  That  this  resolution  pass. 

A  n^ssage  from  tiie  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives do  not  concur  in  the  resolution  sent 
fit)m  the  Senate  to  eairy  into  more  complete  ef- 
fect the  resolution  directing  an  embargo;  and 
that  they  have  passed  '*  a  resolution  to  carry  into 
more  complete  effect  the  resolution  directing  an 
embargo  ;'*  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrenoe 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
last  mentioned  resolution,  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence. 

Reeohed,  That  they  do  concur  therein. 

The  bill  to  make  provision  for  the  widow  and 
orphan  children  of  Robert  Forsyth,  who  was 
killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting  **  two  thousand,"  in  lieu  of  **  one  thou- 
sand dollars." 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  f  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  18,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

TcA9. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Burr,  Butler,  Cabot,  Guno, 
HawkinA,  Jackson,  Izard,  King,  Martin,  Monroe,  Mor- 
ri^  and  Taylor. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Ellsworth,  Freling- 
huysen,  Langdon,  Livermore,  Robinson,  and  Strong. 

So  it  was  Reeohed,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it 
be  engrossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  **  An 
act  to  make  provision  for  the  widow  and  orphan 
children  of  Robert  Forsyth,  who  was  kiUed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States." 


TuvsDAT,  April  1. 

The  petition  of  Etkanah  Prentice,  praying  com- 
pensation for  military  services,  and  that  he  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners,  was  pre- 
sented and  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Wbdnksdat,  April  2. 

The  Vici  Presidkkt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury,  enclosing  "a  Memoir  iMT  Mr.  U 
Rocque,  on  the  Politics  of  the  United  States,  re- 
specting their  Public  Debt  and  Agriculture." 

The  VicB  pRBsiDVNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
letter  from  the  Hon.  Anthony  Morris,  Speaker  of 
the  Senate  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylfi- 
nia,  enclosing  a  certificate  of  the  election  of  the 
Hon.  James  Ross  to  be  a  Senator,  to  represent 
said  Commonwealth  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  file. 


Thubsdat,  April  8. 

The  Vice  Prbsiobnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  on  the  petition  of  Blkanah  Prentice,  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


FamAT,  April  4. 

The  following  Message  was  receiTed  from  the 
pRKsiOENT  or  TBI  United  States  : 

OentUmen  of  the  Senate  and 

of  the  Route  of  Repreeentatiwet : 
I  lay  before  you  three  Letters  from  our  Minister  ia 
London ;  advices  concerning  the  Algerine  mission  from 
our  minister  at  Lisbon  andothers ;  and  a  Letter  from 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Prendi  Republic  is 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  his  answer. 

O.  WASHINOTOS. 
Ui(]T£D  Statxs,  April  4^  1*794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letters  from  the  American 
Minister  in  London,  and  the  Letter  of  the  27th  of 
March  last,  from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  Republic  to  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partment of  State,  together  with  his  answer,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Message  of  the  Presidbnt  or  thb 
United  Statks  of  this  day,  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  en- 
courage the  recruiting  service;*'  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  tbo  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

A  motion  was  made  as  follows : 

Ordered  That  the  Secretary  of  War  do  lay  before 
the  Senate,  a  statement  of  the  period  to  which  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  have  been  paid. 
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Ordered^  That  thk  motioD  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  King  reported,  from  the  joint  committee 
q)pQioted  to  ooDsider  and  report  what  bttsineBS  is 
oecewiry  to  be  done  by  Ceng^eee  in  the  present 
sosioD,  and  what  part  of  the  business  now  de- 
pendiog  may  be,  without  ^reat  ineonvenienoe, 
postponed  until  the  next  session,  that  the  proceed- 
ugs  Biay  be  so  regulated  as  to  close  this  session  by 
the  first  Monday  in  April  next ;  aad  the  report 
wuresd. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

A  messige  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iafonocd  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Bepre- 
seotatives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
esteblith  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Koadi  within  the 
United  States;**  in  which  they  desire  the  coneur- 
tenee  of  the  Senate. 

Tlie  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
tad  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


MoNBAT,  April  7. 

The  bin  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  encou- 
nge  the  recruiting  service,'*  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Brown, 
tnd  GrxK,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  esta- 
blisNh  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Brown,  Butler,  Ellsworth, 
Foster,  Ounn,  Hawkins,  Kino»  Livbrmorb» 
MoxBOEi  Morris,  Potts,  Robinson,  Ruthrbp 
FCKD,  Strong,  and  Vinino,  to  oooaider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Tuesday,  April  8. 

The  Senate  assembled,  but  adjoomed  without 
truuwtiog  any  business. 


Wbditrsdat,  April  9b 

Jomr  Hbkrt,  from  Maryland,  attended. 

A  messsee  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes 
toforned  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  following  bills,  to  which,  severally,  they  de- 
cide the  concurrence  of  the  Senate :  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  aet  allowing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tousard  an 
equivalent  for  his  pension  for  life;"  a  bill,  entitled 
^\Q  act  for  the  relief  of  Leffert  Lefferts  and 
others;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
Ephnim  Ximberly  to  locate  the  knd  warrant 
iaaed  to  him  for  services  in  the  late  American 
innjf  and  a  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  erecting  a 
li^ht'hoose  on  the  ishwd  of  Seguin,  in  the  district 
ofMsiae." 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
^Tei  for  eonenrrenee,  entitled  "  An  act  allowing 
ueuteuant  Colonel  Tousard  an  equivalent  for  his 
P^uoD  for  life,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
^^  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTtt  for  concurrenosb  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 


lief of  Leffert  Lefferts  and  others,"  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  eoncurrenoe,  entitled  "  An  act  to  author- 
ise Ephraim  Kimberly,  to  locate  the  land  warrant 
issued  to  him  for  services  in  the  late  American 
army,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  erecting  a 
light-house  on  the  island  of  Seguin,  in  the  district 
of  Maine,"  was  read  the  first  tune,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 


Thursday,  April  10. 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate,  that  the  Bohse  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  entitled  *'  An  aet  limiting  the  time  ibv 
presenting  claims  tot  destniyed  certiflcatss  of  cer- 
tain descnptiona." 

The  bill  sent  firom  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
for  eonenrrenee,  entitled  '*  An  aet  allowing  Liea- 
tentant  Colonel  Tousard  an  equivsAent  for  his  pen* 
sion  for  life,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Taylor,  Bradley,  and  Ells- 
worth, to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Leflbrt  Lefferts  and  others,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  lor  erect- 
ing a  light-house  on  the  Island  of  Sequin,  in  the 
district  of  Maine,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  to  add  the  following  clause  as  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  to  wit : 

«  And,  aUo,  to  provide  by  eootraet  for  buildiog  a 
liglit-hoase  oo  the  Island  of  Oomberlsnd,  at  the  en- 
tiance  of  the  river  St  Mary*e  in  the  State  of  Oeofgia  ^ 

Ordered,  That  this  bill,  together  with  the 
amendment  proposed  thereto,  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Cabot,  Jackbon,  and  Rutherfurd,  to  consider, 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  autho- 
rize Ephraim  Kimberly  to  locate  the  land  warrant 
issued  to  him  for  services  in  the  late  American 
army,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Mitchell,  Brown,  and  Monroe,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Friday,  ^rilll. 

The  Senate  assembled:  but  the  several  com- 
mittees not  having  perfected  their  reports,  they 
adjourned. 


Monday,  April  14. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Ttreasury,  with  a  genecai  statement  of  exports  from 
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the  United  States  for  one  year,  ending  on  the  30th 
day  of  Septeraher,  1792 ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  hill  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrencei  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Leffert  Lefferts  and  otherSi"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 


Tuesday,  April  15. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  hill,  entitled  <*  An  act  to  autho- 
rize Ephraim  Kimberly  to  locate  the  land  warrant 
issued  to  him  for  services  in  the  late  American 
army,"  reported,  that  the  bill  pass  without  amend- 
ment; and,  the  report  being  adopted, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  Uhited  States: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Mouae  of  BepreeentoHvee : 

I  lay  befure  you  a  Letter  from  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiaryof  his  Britannic  Ifajestyto  the  Secretary  of  State; 
a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  South  of 
the  river  Ohio,  enclosing  an  Ordinance  and  Proclama* 
tion  of  the  Qovemor  thereof;  the  translation  of  so  much 
of  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Post  Vincennes,  ad- 
dressed to  the  PaasiDKNT,  as  relates  to  Congress ;  and 
certain  despatches  lately  received  from  our  Commission- 
ers at  Madrid.  These  despatches  from  Madrid  being  a 
part  of  the  business  which  has  been  hitherto  deemed 
confidential,  they  are  forwarded  under  that  view. 

0.  WASHINGTON. 

UioTaD  Statw,  April  15,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Wednesday,  April  16. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  authorize 
Ephraim  Kimberly  to  locate  the  land  warrant 
issued  to  him  for  services  in  the  late  American 
armv,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States,*'  reported  amendments,  which  were  read 
and  adopted;  and,  the  bill  being  amended  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Thursday,  April  17. 

The  Senate  was,  to-day,  principally  engaged  in 
Executive  business. 


Friday,  April  18. 

The  petition  of  Ebeneaer  Parsons  and  others, 
was  presented  and  read,  praying  that  certain  ves- 
seLs  mentioned  in  the  petition,  on  account  of  the 
perishable  nature  of  their  cargoes,  may  be  ex- 
empted from  the  embargo. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Two  memorials,  from  Spencer  Man  and  Frantz 
Jacob  Foltz,  were  presented  and  severally  read, 


praying  allowance  of  the  drawback  on  a  qnantity 
of  exported  coffee  and  brandy,  the  petitioners  be- 
ing unavoidably  prevented  from  compliance  with 
the  legal  formalities  requisite  to  entitle  them 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  these  petitions  severally  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
**  a  resolution  to  continue  the  present  embaiigo  oo 
ships  or  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
bound  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  The  reso- 
lution was  read. 

Mr.  Bradley  reported,  from  the  oommittee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  laws 
passed  in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  North- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  from  July  to  December, 
inclusive,  that  they  be  referred  to  the  next  session 
of  Congress :  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  **  the  reso- 
lution to  continue  the  present  embargo  on  ships  or 
vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  boand  to 
any  foreign  port  or  place." 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  resdn* 
tion  by  striking  out  all  the  provisos,  as  follow : 

*  Frovidedt  That  nothing  in  this  resolution  be  con- 
strued as  intended  to  contravene  any  rights  or  privi- 
leges arising  out  of  treaty  or  treaties  between  anj  fo- 
reign nation  and  the  United  States :  And  provided,  aleo. 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to 
permit  the  sailing  of  any  vessel  for  the  sole  purpo«e  of 
lodging,  in  the  Courts  of  Vice  Admiralty  in  any  of  the 
West  India  Islands,  appeals  from  sentences,  or  decrees, 
of  the  said  Courts,  whereby  vessels  or  cargoes  claimed 
by  American  dtisen  or  citisens,  have  been  condetniied : 
Provided,  That  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  be  pre- 
viously given  that  such  vessel  shall  not,  directly  or  in- 
directly, carry  on  any  commerce  whatsoever  during 
the  voyage :" 

On  the  question,  to  concur  in  the  resolution  as 
amended,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — jeaa  17, 
nays  10,  as  follows : 

TsAa — Messrs.  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Edwards,  Fre- 
linglraysen,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Jackson,  Ixard, 
Kine,  Langdon,  Msrtin,  Monroe,  Potts,  Rutherford,  and 
Taylor. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Cabol,  Ellsworth. 
Foster,  Livermore,  Morris,  Robinson,  Strong,,  and  Vi- 
ning. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '<  An  act  to  estabUsh  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States,"  was  in  part  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  at  this  time,  be  postponed. 


Satubday,  April  19. 

On  motion,  that  the  petition  of  Ebeneaer  Par- 
sons, and  others,  prayinr  for  an  exemption  from 
the  embargo,  be  referred  to  a  speciaji  committee, 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  Ebenezer  Parsons,  and  others, 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 
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MoRDAT,  April  21. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  further  amend- 
nenU  bein^  agreed  to, 

Resolcedt  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

On  motion  to  reconsider  the  resolution  that  this 
bOl  pass,  for  the  purpose  of  further  amendment,  it 
jBMted  io  the  ne^^tive. 

The  petition  of  Messrs.  Stewart  and  Phinket  was 
presented  and  read,  praying  reimbursement  of  the 
duties  00  a  quantity  of  coffee,  said  to  be  destroyed 
k  fire.  Referred  to  Messrs.  Potts,  Cabot,  and 
Ebwiros,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  petition  of  Henry  Merchant,  District  Judge 
ibr  Rhode  Island,  praying  an  augmentation  of  lus 
talarr,  was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table.       * 

A  motion  was  made  as  follows : 

'That  the  Journals  of  the  Senate^  and  reports  from 
fte  Heads  of  Departments,  printed  by  order  of  the  Se- 
Bite,  ihall  be  in  octavo : 

'That,  if  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  concur,  three 
hundred  oopies  of  the  Jounuus  of  both  Houses  since  the 
eommeocement  of  the  present  Government,  be  printed 
fv  the  use  of  OoDgress," 

Oriatdt  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 


Tuesday,  April  22. 

TheVicB  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Monsr.  Olive,  with  a  plan  of  a  forty 
gDo  ship ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  allowing  Lieu- 
teBtnt  Colonel  Tousard  an  equivalent  for  his  pen- 
lion  for  life,**  reported  an  amendment 

(Hered^Thht  this  report  lie,  until  to-morrow,  for 
eoDsideration. 

The  petition  of  Stephen  Parsons,  in  behalf  of 
William  Parsons,  was  presented  and  read,  praying 
<ompenaation  for  military  services  to  the  said 
Wiiiiam,  who  has  been  hitherto  prevented  from  ap- 
plying by  bis  absenee  from  the  country. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ontioii  made  yesterday,  relative  to  the  mode  of 
printing  the  journals,  oills,  and  reports,  from  the 
Heads  of  Departments ;  and,  having  amended  the 
•une, 

JUsoited,  That,  after  the  present  session,  the 
w\i,  the  journals,  and  all  reports,  from  the  Heads 
of  Departments,  and  all  oflScial  communications 
•Wdi  may  be  directed  to  be  printed  by  order  of 
Ihe  Senate,  shall  be  in  oetavo. 


Wbdhesdat,  April  23. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
Wallowing  Lieo tenant  Colonel  Tousard  an  equi- 
^aJeot  for  his  pension  for  life ;"  and,  having  adopt- 
^  the  same,  and  amended  the  bill  accordingl  v. 

The  rule  wss  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  read 
ue  third  time,  jind  passed. 


The  petition  of  James  Shaw  was  presented  and 
read,  praying  compensation  for  military  services 
and  supplies. 

On  motion,  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives disagree  to  spme  and  agree  to  other 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  OflBce  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States;**  and  that  the' 
House  of  Representatives  have  passed  the  bill  en- 
titled **An  act  directing  a  detatchment  from  the 
Militia  of  the  United  States;**  and  the  bill  enti- 
tled **  An  act  providing  for  raising  and  organizing 
a  Corps  of  Artillerists  and  Engineers  ;**  in  which 
several  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Vice  Prestdeitt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
State,  enclosing  the  translation  of  a  Letter  from 
the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safetj 
in  France,  the  original  of  which  was  addressed  to 
Congress. 

On  motion  that  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  to 
take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  to  report  the 
draft  of  an  answer,  it  was  agreed  that  the  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponea  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  disagreeing  to 
sundry  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  enti- 
tled •*  An  aet  to  esUblish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States." 

Re$6Lvedy  That  they  insist  on  their  tenth  amend- 
ment to  the  first  section,  and  to  their  amendment 
for  adding  a  new  section,  to  follow  the  twenty- 
seventh  section,  and  that  a  conference  with  the 
House  of  Representatives  be  requested  on  the  sul^ 
ject  of  disagreement ;  and  that  Messrs.  Kihg,  Burr, 
and  Jacksoh,  be  managers  at  the  same  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

On  the  question  that  the  Senate  recede  from 
their  amendment  for  striking  out  the  twenty-first 
section,  as  follows : 

Sko.  21.  And  he  it  fitrther  enaeied,  That  every 
printer  of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  to  each  and 
every  other  pnnter»of  newspapers  within  the  United 
States  free  of  postage,  under  such  regulations  as  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  provide  :" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yean  17,  nay  9,  as 
follows: 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brown,  Boir, 
Butler,  Edward^  Foster,  Frelinghoysen,  Guno,  Henry, 
Jackson,  Langdoo,  Livermore,  Martin^  Monroe^  Robin- 
son, and  Taylor. 

Kats.— Messrs.  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Hawkins,  Isard, 
King;  Morris,  Potts,  Rutherfurd,  and  Strong. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence  entitled  "  An  act  directing  a  de- 
tachment from  the  Militia  of  tlie  United  States" 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence  entitled   **  An  act  providing  for 
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raising  and  organizing  a  Corps  of  Artiil«rists  and 
Engineers"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 


Thitrsdat,  April  24. 

James  Ross,  from  Pennsylvania,  attended,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for 
raising  and  organizing  a  Corps  of  Artillerists  and 
Engineers'*  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Gunn,  Tatlor,  Bradley,  King,  and 
Langdon,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representalives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  directing  a  de- 
tachment from  the  Militia  of  the  United  States'* 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  named,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
,  informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
proposed  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  amendmenta  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  esUiblish  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  Sutea," 
and  have  appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference 
on  their  part. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Letter  yesterday  laid  before  the  Senate  from  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  of  the  French  Republic 
A  motion  was  made  that  it  be 

**  Orisred,  That  fhe  Letter  of  the  Committee  of  Pab- 
lic  Safety  of  the  French  Repiibli«,  addressed  to  Con- 
grsM,  be  transmitted  to  the  President,  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  cause  the  same  to  be  answered,  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  ia  such  manner  as  shall  manifest 
their  sincere  friendship  and  good  will  for  the  Frenclik 
Republic" 

On  which  it  was  moved  that  Una  motion  be'  re* 
ferred  to  a  oonmittee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  it  passed  in  the  negative--^eas  13; 
niyal6,aa  foUows: 

Tbab.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Botler,  Ed- 
wards, Gunn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Langdon,  Martin, 
Monroe,  Robinsen,  and  Taf  lor. 

Kats.— Messra  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Frelioghuysen,  Henry,  Isard,  King,»Livermare,  Morris, 
Potts,  Ress,  Rtttherfurd,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Martin  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  motion  before  the 
Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  follow- 
ing motion : 

"Jiseolved  hi/  the  SenaU  and  Eoute  ef  RepreeeniO' 
tivet  in  Congreu  aeeembled,  That  the  Letter  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  of  the  French  Republic^ 
addressed  to  Congress,  be  transmitted  to  the  President, 
and  that  he  be  requested  to  cause  the  same  to  be  an- 
swered, in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  such  manner 
as  shall  manifest  their  friendship  and  good  will  for  the 
French  nation,  with  their  sincere  wishes  for  the  prospe- 
rity of  that  Republic  f 

And  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  original 


motion  by  inserting  the  words  "Senate  of  the" 
before  the  word  '*  United." 

On  motion  to  amend  the  motion  bj  adding,  after 
the  word  ♦'States,"  the  words  ** cong-ratnlaiing 
them  upon  the  late  brilliant  successes  of  the  arms 
of  the  Kcpublic,  and  the  establishment  of  liberty 
and  order  and  the  progress  of  industry,"  it  pnsaed 
in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  amended 
as  follows : 

**  Ordered,  That  the  Letter  of  the  Committee  of  Pub> 
lie  Safely  of  the  French  Republic,  addresj&ed  to  Con- 
gress, be  transmitted  to  the  rresident,  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  cause  the  same  to  be  answered,  on  behalf 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  sudi  manner  as 
shall  manifest  their  sincere  friendship  and  good  will  for 
the  Fk'ench  Republic :" 

It  passed  in  the  afSrmatire — ^yeas  38,  as  follows  : 

Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Bntler, 
Cabot,  Edwards,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Frelinghuysen, 
Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Jackson,  Izard,  King,  Lduig- 
don,  Uvermore,  Martm,  Monroe,  Morris^  Potts,  Rc^in- 
son,  Ross,  Rutherfurd,  Strong,  Taylor  and  Vioing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  a  copy  of  this 
vote  of  the  Senate  before  the  PBEsmsicT  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  encoa> 
rage  the  Recruiting  Serrice,'*  reported  amend- 
ments. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Friday,  April  25. 

The  VicB  Presideht  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Departoaent  of 
War  respecting  invalid  pensioners;  whicb  was 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tatlob,  Eixsworth, 
Browk,  Jacksou,  and  Livermobr,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  cominktee  to 
the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  encourage  the  Re^ 
cruiting  Service"  were  considered*  adopted,  and 
the  bill  amended  accordingly ;  and,  the  rule  beuie 
dispensed  with,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  aad 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreneotatiYes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled  **  An 
act  allowing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tousard  an  eqai> 
valent  for  his  pension  for  life ;"  they  have  pnsaed 
a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  suspend  the  importation 
of  certain  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Monday,  April  28. 

Mr.  Knia  reported,  from  the  managers  at  the 
conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  respecting  the 
bill  entitled  '*  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States;"  and 
the  report  was  adopted.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  tenth  amendment 
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proposed  bj  the  Senate,  the  following  be  substi- 
toted:  make  the  two  paragraphs  one,  thas:  after 
••  Caiwjoharie,''  strike  out  **  to,**  and  insert  *  and ;" 
ani  after  *  Whitestown,**  strike  oat  all  that  ful- 
lows,  to  **  Montgomery,"  inclusive,  and  insert  "  to 
Canandorque,  and  from  some  convenient  point  in 
that  line,**  so  that  the  paragraph  be  read  thus: 
**From  Albany,  by  Schenectady,  Canajoharie,  and 
Whitestown,  to  Canandorque,  and  frr>m  some  con- 
Tvnient  point  in  that  line  through  Cherry  Volley  to 
the  Coart-hooae,  in  Cooperstown,  in  the  county  of 
Otsego." 

In  the  new  section  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
follow  the  27th  section,  after  the  words  "two 
cents,"  insert,  **•  Provided,  That  no  letter  shall  be 
delivered  to  snch  letter-carrier  for  distribution  ad- 
dressed to  any  person  who  shall  have  lodged  at  the 
po^t  office  a  written  request  that  his  letters  shall  be 
detained  in  the  office." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
Roee  of  the  Uoase  of  Representatives  in  these 
unendroents. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence  entitled  ^  An  act  to  suspend  the 
imporUition  of  certain  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchan- 
dl-ie**  was  read  the  second  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  refer  this  bill  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five ;  and,  after  debate,  was  withdrawn ; 
and,  a  second  motion  for  a  commitment  being  made, 
it  pussed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  section  of 
the  bill,  as  follows : 

"  Whereas  tbe  iojories  which  have  been  suffered,  and 
may  be  suffered,  by  the  United  States  from  violatioUs 
oooiuitted  by  Great  Britain  on  their  neutral  rights  and 
eommerdal  mterests,  as  well  as  from  her  failure  to  exe- 
cQte  tbe  serenih  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  render 
it  expedient,  for  tbe  interests  of  the  United  States,  that 
tbe  commercial  intercourse  t>et\veen  the  two  countries 
ibiQld  not,  during  the  continuance  of  these  embarrass- 
ments, be  carried  on  in  the  extent  at  present  allowed : 

Be  it  tnaded  by  the  Senate  and  HmiM  of  Rmeeent- 
etitft  o^  the  United  Staiet  of  America  in  Uongreu 
u9mbM,  That,  from  and  after  tbe  1st  day  of  Novem- 
ber next,  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  import  into  the  United 
States  any  goods,  wares,  or  mei'chandiae,  whatever,  of 
the  gniwtb,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Gr'eat  Britain 
or  Ireland ;  and.  if  anv  such  shall  be  imported,  tbe  same 
ihfilJ  b«  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  by  any  of  tbe  offi- 
ttrs  of  tbe  customs ;  and,  where  the  value  thereof,  ao- 
curdiag  to  the  highest  market  price,  sliall  amount  to 
fuur  hundred  dollars,  the  vessel  importing  the  same, 
vith  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  shall  be  subject 
to  like  seisoreand  Airfetture :  Provided^  That  this  pro- 
bibition  and  forfeiture  shall  not  extend  to  any  such  ar* 
tidn  as  are  now  exempted  from  duty  :* 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  11,  nays  14,  as 

follows : 

YiAa..~]|essr&  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Edwards, 
Gorai,  Hawkins,  Laogdon,  Martin,  Monroe,  Robinson, 
•od  Taylor. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
^lioghaysen,  Henry,  Izard,  King,  Morris,  Potts,  Ross, 
lUtherfuid,  Strong;  and  Vining. 

And  the  qneHtion  being  severally  put  on  tbe 
nbwquent  seetioQa  of  the  bill,  it  passed  in  the 

fcgative. 


On  motion  that  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing, it  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  13,  nays  13,  as 
follows : 

Tkas. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Ed- 
wards, Gunn.  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Langdon,  Martin, 
Monroe,  Robinson,  and  Taylor. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Oabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Frelinghuysen,  Henry,  Izard,  Ring,  Morris^  Potts,  Ru- 
therfurd.  Strong,  and  Vining. 

The  Vice  Pkesidbnt  determined  the  question  in 
the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives,  that  the  senate  do  not  concur 
in  this  bill. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to  the 
first  and  agree  to  the  second  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  entitled  ^An  act  to  encourage 
the  Recruiting  Service." 

Mr.  GuNN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  **An  net  providing  for 
raising  and  organizing  a  Corps  of  Artillerists  and 
Engineers,*'  reported  the  bill  without  amendment ; 
and,  the  report  being  adopted,  it  was  ordered  that 
this  biilpass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representativea  disagreeing  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  first  seetion  of 
the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  encourage  the  Recruit- 
ing Service ;"  and, 

JSeeolved,  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  their 
amendment  to  the  first  seetion  of  the  said  bill. 


Tuesday,  April  29. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
raising  and  organizing  a  corps  of  Artillerists  and 
Engineers,**  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  that  this  bill  be  recommitted,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Hesohedj  That  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  RepoK  of  the  AUorney  General  on 
the  memorial  of  the  French  inhabiUnts  of  Gallto- 
polls,  reported  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  ask  a  confer- 
ence on  the  amendment  adhered  to  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  entitled  *'  An  act  to  encourage  the  Re- 
cruiting Service,**  and  have  appointed  managers  at 
the  aame  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  asking  a  con- 
ference on  the  amendment  adhered  to  by  the  Se- 
nate on  the  last-mentioned  bill ;  and  resolved  that 
they  do  agree  to  the  proposed  conference,  and  that 
Messrs.  Stbokg,  Ellsworth,  and  Guhh,  be  ma- 
nagers thereof  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 


Wbdresdat,  April  30. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  French  inhabitants 
of  Galliopolia  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
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red  to  Messrs.  Brown,  Burr,  Taylor,  Kiko,  and 
Potts,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Se- 
nate. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
State,  respecting  a  statement  of  the  spoliations 
committed  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper  to 
the  Senate,  praying  for  an  augmentation  of  his 
salary,  was  considered  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Taylor,  Morris,  and  Cabot. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  George  Taylor  and 
others,  Principal  Clerks  in  the  severalDepartments 
of  State,  of  War,  and  of  Treasury,  praying  for  an 
angmentation  of  their  salaries,  respectively,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Thursday,  May  1. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to  '  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  defence  of  certain  ports  and  harbors 
m  the  United  States,' "  in  which  they  desire  the 
concnrnmce  of  the  Senate. 

This  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Potts,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Messrs.  Stewart  and  Plun- 
kett,  reported  a  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duties 
on  eleven  hogsheads  of  coffee,  which  have  been 
destroyed  by  fire ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


Friday,  May  2. 

The  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  eleven 
hogsheads  of  coffee,  which  have  been  destroyed  by 
fire,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary 
to  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  certain 
ports  and  harbors  in  the  United  States,' "  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  postponed  until  Monday  next 

Mr.  GuNN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  directing  a  de- 
tachment from  the  Militia  of  the  United  States," 
reported  an  amendment,  as  follows : 

"Ssa  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  for  the  space  of  one  year  from 
the  passing  thereof  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
next  seKsion  of  Oongress,  and  no  longer  :** 

Which  report  being  adopted,  and  the  bill  further 
amended,  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper 
to  the  Senate,  for  further  compensation,  reported  a 
resolution  on  the  subject;  and  on  the  petition  of 
George  Taylor  and  others,  clerks  in  the  several 
Departments,  reported,  fiom  the  same  committee, 
that  their  petiiion  lie  on  the  table,  tlie  subject 


thereof  being  under  the  consideration  of  the  Housa 
of  RepresenUitives ;  and  the  reporta  were  severallj 
agreed  to.     Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  said  James  Mathers,  for  ex- 
traordinary services  as  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate, 
be  allowed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars,  to  be  paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
out  of  the  money  appropriated  by  law  to  defray 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress. 

The  petition  of  George  Southerland,  a  soldier  of 
the  militia  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  wounded  by 
the  Indians  in  the  year  1790,  was  presented  an^ 
read,  praying  the  aid  of  Government,  under  disa- 
bility thereby  from  labor. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  coobider 
and  report  tliereon  to  the  Senate, 

On  motion, 

*'  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency, and,  if  the^'  think  proper,  to  report  a  bill  fur 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  pro- 
vide timber  of  suitable  qualities  and  dimensian^,  and  in 
sufficient  quantities,  for  the  framing  and  building  twenty 
■hips  of  forty-four  guns,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
cured  in  a  mauner  that  may  render  it  the  most  dura- 
ble :" 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration 
until  Moodiay  next 

MoRDAY,  May  6. 

The  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  eleven 
hogsheads  of  coffee,  which  have  been  destroyed  by 
fire,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence^  entitled  **  An  act  directing  a  de- 
tachment from  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,** 
was  read  the  third  time,  and,  being  further  amen- 
ded, 

Reeohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  motion  made  on  the  2d  instant,  that  a  quan- 
tity of  timber  be  provided  for  the  building  twenty 
ships,  of  forty-four  ffuns  each,  was  considered. 

Ordered,  That  it  Tie  for  further  consideration. 

Mr.  LivEKMORE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  remonstrance  of  the  Legisl.-iture  of 
New  Hampshire  respecting  a  decree  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States,  in  a  cause  there  pend- 
ing between  David  Stoddard  Greenough,  and  others, 
libel lants,  and  John  Penhallow,  and  others,  respon- 
dents, reported — 

**  That  the  State  of  New  Hampsbire  being  a  free, 
soverei^,  and  independent  State,  long  before  the  Con- 
federation of  the  United  States,  made  a  law  for  the  pur- 
pose of  privateering  against  the  common  enemy,  and  to 
establish  Courts  for  the  legal  trial  and  oondemnatiou  of 
prizes ;  that,  io  pursuance  of  raid  law,  the  said  brig  Lu- 
Ranna,  mentioned  in  said  remonstrance,  was  captured, 
tried,  and  condemned,  according  to  law,  and  distributed 
by  order  of  Court  among  the  captors  and  owners  of  the 
privateer.  The  committee  further  report,  that  the  said 
brig  and  her  cargo  were  injured  in  London  against  all 
risk  and  dangers  of  the  sea,  and  all  American  priva- 
teers: and  that,  after  the  capture  and  condemnation 
aforesaid,  the  owners  of  said  orig  Lusanna  and  cargo 
were  paid  for  the  loss  by  the  underwriters.    And,  fur- 
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iber,  tbat  the  said  State  of  New  Hampshire  never  gave 
tn  appellate  juriadiction  in  thia  cauae  to  any  Forei|^ 
Coort  or  Power  whataoever ;  and  that  all  interference 
therein  by  any  other  than  the  Courts  of  New  Hamp- 
fihire,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  a  riolation  of 
the  freedom,  sovereignty,  and  independence  of  said 
State.    All  which  is  humbly  aubroitted." 

Ordered^  That  this  report  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MoKSOB  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should 
to-morrow  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  execution  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain until  the  United  States  shall  be  assured  of  a 
fiatisltctory  compliance  with  the  articles  stipulated 
in  ibe  said  Treaty  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain. 

Oo  motion^  it  was  agreed  that  the  rule  be  dis- 
pensed with  at  this  time,  and  that  Mr.  Kino  have 
leare  to  introduce  a  bill  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the  same ;  and 
the  bill  was  read  the  first  time  accordingly,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


TuBSDAT,  May  6. 

The  bill  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  ex- 
portation of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  encourag- 
ing the  importation  of  the  same,  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  referred  to  Messra  Hawkins,  Kino, 
and  LivERMORE,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infonned  the  Senate,  that  they  have  passed  a  '*  Re- 
solution to  authorise  the  Piiesidbnt  to  grant  clear- 
ances in  the  cases  of  ships  or  vessels  qow  loaded 
and  bound  to  any  port  beyond  the  Cape  of  Qood 
Hope,^'  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  last  mentioned. 

RuoML^  That  this  resolution  pass,  with  an 
ameodmenL 

Mr.  Stkono  reported,  from  the  managers  at  the 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Hooses  on  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  encourage 
tbe  Recruiting  Service,"  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives should  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  that  the 
following  section  be  inserted  in  the  bill : 

*  Andl&il  fwther  enacted^  That  each  non-commis- 
cioQed  officer  and  soldier  now  in  the  service  of  the  Unit- 
ed Sutea,  whose  term  of  enlistment  shall  not  expire  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  January  next,  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid  the  sum  of  four  dollars." 

And  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
mformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  rejected 
the  report  of  the  managers  at  the  conference  on 
the  hill  entitled  '*  An  act  to  encourage  the  recruit- 
in?  Bervice,"  and  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  first  section 
of  the  said  bill    The  bill  was  accordingly  lost 

On  motion, 

"That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  to  the  Se- 
nate what  part  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States  may 


be  released  fh>m  the  effect  of  the  present  embargo, 
without  interfering  with  the  principle  that  induced 
the  laying  of  the  same :" 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  until  to-morrow 
for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act  supplementary  to 
*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  certain  ports 
and  harbors  in  the  United  States.' " 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  motion  made  on  the  2d  instant,  that  a  quan- 
tity of  timber  be  provided  for  building  twenty 
ships,  of  forty-four  guns  each,  was  further  consi- 
dered. 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Hawkins,  Morris,  Lanodon,  Butler,  and  Cabot, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  **  Resolution 
to  authorise  the  Pkbsident  or  the  United  States 
to  grant  clearances  in  the  cases  of  ships  or  vessels 
now  loaded  and  bound  to  any  port  beyond  the 
Gape  of  Good  Hope." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  disagreeing  to  tbo 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution  last 
mentioned. 

Resolved^  That  they  recede  therefrom. 

Agreeably  to  the  notice  of  yesterday,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe requested  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  providing, 
under  certain  limitations,  for  the  suspension  of  the  , 
fourth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain ;  and,  on  motion 
for  the  previous  question,  ta  wit :  Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  12,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Frelinghuysen, 
Henry,  Izard,  King,  Monroe,  Morris,  Potts,  Ross,  Strong, 
and  Taylor. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Foster,  Hawkins,  Jackson, 
Langdon,  Livermore,  and  Martin. 

And  on  the  main  question,  to  wit :  Shall  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  the  said  bill — it  passed  in  the 
negative — ^yeos  2,  nays  14,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Monroe,  and  Taylor. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Frelinghuysen,  Henry,  Izard,  King,  Langdon,  Liver- 
more,  Morris,  Potts,  Ross,  and  Strong. 


Wednesday,  May  7. 

On  motion  by  the  Senators  of  that  State, 
Ordered,  That  the  papers  accompanying  the 
remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  against  the  determination  of  the 
Circuit  Court  for  the  district  of  New  Hampshire, 
held  at  Exeter  on  the  24th  day  of  October,  1798, 
be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  en- 
couraging the  importation  of  the  same,  reported 
amendments,  which  were  read,  adopted,  and  the 
bill  amended  accordingly. 
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Ordered^  That  this  bill  l>e  engroflsed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  motion  made  yesterday  "  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  report  to  the  Senate  what  part  of 
the  trade  of  the  United  States  may  be  released 
firom  the  effect  of  the  present  embargo,  without 
interfering  with  the  principle  that  induced  the  lay- 
ing of  the  same/'  was  resumed. 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
BuTLBH,  Ellsworth,  and  Bradfobo,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Oliver  and  Thompson,  and 
others,  merchants  of  Baltimore,  was  presented  and 
read,  praying  that  fuKher  time  may  be  allowed 
for  the  payment  of  certain  impost  duties,  about  to 
hXi  due,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
committee  last  named. 

The  petition  of  Oliver  and  Thompson,  merchants 
of  Baltimore,  was  presented  and  read,  praying  that 
part  of  the  impost  duties  on  a  quantity  of  Irish 
linens  and  Madeira  wine,  said  to  be  overrated  by 
mistake,  noay  be  refunded.  Referred  to  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  supplementary 
to  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  certain 
ports  and  harbors  in  the  United  States,* "  was  read 
the  third  time ;  and,  being  amended, 

Resoited^  That  this  bill  pass^  with  an  amend- 
ment 


Tbursdat,  May  8. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  en- 
titled **  An  act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  head- 
land of  Cape  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on 
Ocracock  Island,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,*' 
with  amendments,  iu  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Butler  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday,  on  the  motion  for  freeing  a  part 
of  the  trade  of  the  United  States  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  present  embargo : 

"  Tliat,  in  their  opinioorit  is  not  advisable  to  grant 
any  partial  enlargements  or  permiasiona  fur  the  depart- 
ure of  vessels  now  embargoed  :** 

Ordered^  That  this  report  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the 
head-land  of  Cape  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon 
on  Ocracock  Island,  in  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
Una.** 

Besotted^  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments to  the  said  bill. 

The  engrossed  bill  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the  same,  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Rewhed,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  the  title  there- 
of be  *'  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the 


exportation  of  arms  and .  ammunition,  and  encou- 
raging the  importation  of  the  same.** 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Livxrmorb,  the  rule  was  dis- 
pensed with,  and  permission  given  to  introduce  a 
bill  in  addition  to  **  The  act  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States;**  which  was  read 
the  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered^  That  Messra.  Livbrmorb,  Jackson,  and 
MoNROB,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter 
the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congresa 

Mr.  Livbrmorb,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  time 
for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress;  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and,  the  rule'  being  dispensed  with, 
the  bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  the 
third  reading. 

The  Vice  PRBsmBNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  with  his  account  for  the  two  quar- 
ters closing  the  Slst  of  December,  1798,  as  also  his 
War  Department  account,  efkling  the  Slst  of 
March  last 

The  Letter  was  read,  and  ordered,  with  the  pa- 
pers, to  lie  on  the  table. 


Fridat,  May  9. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  forth er 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

On  motion  Uf  add  the  following  as  an  additional 
section  to  the  bill,  to  wit : 

"  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  there  ahall  be  al- 
lowed and  paid,  from  and  after  the  finit  day  of  June 
next,  to  each  private  aoldier  now  in  aervice,  or  hereaf- 
ter to  be  enlisted,  the  additional  pay  of  one  dollar  per 
month,  during  the  term  of  their  respective  enlistment  :** 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  7,  nays  16^  as 
follows : 

T1CA8. — Messrs.  Edwards,  Henry,  Jackson,  Liver- 
more,  Morriit,  Putts,  and  Ross. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Brown,  Barr,  Butler,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Felinghovseo,  Ounn,  Uawkios^  laard. 
King,  Langdon,  Martin,  Monroe,  Strong,  and  Taylc^r. 

On'  motion  to  strike  out  the  following  words 
from  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  to  wit : 

**  And  under  such  special  circumstances  as  in  the 
opioioD  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  re- 
Quire  an  augmentation  of  some  parts  of  tlieir  rations, 
the  President  be  authorised  to  direct  such  auff  men  Ca- 
tion as  he  may  judge  necessary,  not  exceeding 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  9,  nays  11,  as 
follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Burr,  Cabot,  Edwards,  Hawkins. 
Jackson,  Martin,  Monroe,  Potts,  and  Ross. 

Nxra — Messrs.  Bradford,  Brown,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Ounn,  laard,  King,  Langdon,  livermore,  Morris,  and 
Strung. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

,  The  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  words  **  first  Mon- 
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diy  in  NoTember  next,**  and  insert  *'  second  Mon- 
dtj  in  NoTeinber  next,"  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  that  this  bill  pass  as  engroraed,  it 
pissed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bbowx,  firom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  French  in- 
habitants of  Qalliopolis,  reported  the  following 
Order: 

''That  Rufbs  Putnam,  Manassah  Cutler,  Robert  Oli* 
Ter,  and  GriiBa  Green,  do  appear  before  the  Senate  on 

the day  of  December  next,  to  show  cause,  if  any 

thej  have,  why  so  much  of  a  erant  and  deed  of  con- 
▼ejance  for  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of 
land,  bordering  on  the  Ohio  river,  executed  by  the  Pre- 
•ideot  of  the  United  States,  to  the  said  Putnam,  Ac, 
in  trust  for  the  Ohio  Company  of  Associates,  pursuant 
to  an  aet,  entitled  '  An  act  authorisinsp  the  grant  and 
coQTeyance  of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  Company  of 
Assodatea»*  shall  not  be  declared  void,  as  may  be  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  French  settlers  at 
GalliopoUa. 

**  Ordered^  That  the  delivery  of  a  copy  of  the  above 
order  to  Rufus  Putnam,  Manassah  Cutler,  Robert  Oli- 
Ter»  or  Griffio  Green,  and  the  publication  of  the  same 
one  veek  in  one  of  the  gazettes  printed  in  this  city, 
shall  be  deemed  sufficient  notice  thereof." 

Ordered^  That  this  report  lie  for  consideration. 


Monday,  May  12. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in- 
formed the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of 
ccruin  expenses  incurred  by  Fulwar  Skipwith,  on 
public  account ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  twice,  and  re/i^rred  to  Messrs.  Ellsworth, 
FaELiyoHursuc.  and  Ross,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  the  rule  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  Mr.  Ellsworth  have  permission  to  bring  in  a 
bill  a>  authorize  District  Judges  to  adjourn  Circuit 
Courts;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Frblinghutsen,  and  Ross,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PaisiDBifT  or  THE  Ukitcd  Statcs  : 

GtniUmem  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Home  of  Repre$€niaiiv€$ : 

As  the  liCtter  which  I  forwarded  to  Congress  on  the 
iSth  day  of  April  last,  from  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  bis  Britannic  Majesty  to  the  Socretarv  of  State, 
is  answer  to  a  memorial  of  our  Minister  m  London, 
rdated  to  a  very  interesting  subject,  I  thought  it  proper 
•vt  to  delay  its  communication.  But,  since  that  time, 
tbe  memorial  itself  has  been  received,  in  a  Letter  from 
<mr  MinUter,  and  a  reply  has  been  made  to  that  answer 
bv  the  Secretary  of  State.  Copies  of  them  are,  there- 
fwe,  now  txansmitted. 

I  also  send  the  oony  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor 
of  Rhode  JsUut  eoeluaing  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of 
tiiat  Scate,  empowering  tbe  United  States  to  hold  lauds 
vithin  the  same  fur  tlie  purpose  of  erecting  furtifica- 
ti«a;  and  certain  papers  concerning  patents  for  the 
driutitiQ  lands  to  the  ancient  settlers  of  Vinceiines 
up.in  the  Wabash.  O.  WASHINGTON. 

UsrrEp  States,  Jfay  12,  1794. 

3d  Com. 


The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  the  "  Act  for 
making  further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  tiia 
protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,** 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Vice  Presidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  signed  Jacob  Morgan,  chairman,  addressed 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Congress,  enclosing 
**  Resolutions  of  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  respecting  a 
further  revenue  by  an  excise  upon  certain  domestic 
manufactures,  as  contemplated  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Congress.^ 

On  motion  that  these  resolutions  be  read,  it 
passed  in  the  aflSrmative— yeas  14,  nays  10,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TxA8.~Mes8r8.  Brown,  Burr,  Kdwards,  Fositfr,  Gann, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Jackson,  Langdon,  Martin,  Monroe, 
Potts,  Robinson,  and  Roes. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bradford,  Butler,  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
Frelinghuysen,  Isard,  King,  Livermore,  Morris,  and 
Rutherfurd. 

Tbe  resolution  being  read,  a  motion  was  made 

as  follows : 

**  A  p«per  signed  Jacob  Mor^^an,  chairman,  having 
been  rMid,  and  the  same  appearing  to  be  disrespectfiu 
to  the  Senate,  ordered  that  the  same  be  dismissed.** 

On  which  the  previous  question  was  moved  for, 
to  wit; 

Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?  and  it 
passed  in  the  af&rmative — ^yeas  15,  nays  9,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Tka& — ^Messrs.  Bradford,  Brown,  Butler,  Cabot, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Frelmghuyseo,  Gunn,  Henry,  Isard, 
King,  Livermore,  Morris,  Potts,  and  Rutherfurd. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Burr,  Edwards,  Hawkins,  Jackson, 
Langdon,  Martin,  Monroe,  Robinson,  and  Ross. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  main  question,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  15,  nays  9,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Teas.— Messrs.  Bradford,  Butler,  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Jsard, 
King,  Livermore,  Morris,  Potts,  and  Rutherfurd. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Brown,  Burr,  Edwards,  Jackson, 
Langdon,  Martin,  Monroe,  Robinson,  and  Ross. 

So  it  was  ordered,  that  a  paper  signed  Jacob 
Morgan,  chairman,  having  been  read,  and  the  same 
appearing  disrespectful  to  the  Senate,  that  the  same 
be  dismissed. 

On  motion  that  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Pinckney, 
the  answer  of  Mr.  Hammond,  and  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  1st  of  May,  io  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, relative  to  the  British  instructions  of  the  8th 
June  last,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  the  Senate. 


TmsDATiMaylS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  Qalliopolis: 
and  the  report  being  amended,  was  agreed  to,  and 
it  was  accordingly 

Ordered,  That  Rufus  Putnam,  Manassah  Cut- 
ler, Robert  Oliver,  and  Griffin  Green,  do,  upon  tho 
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third  Mondfty  of  December  next,  show  cause  to 
the  Senate  why  so  much  of  the  grants  of  land  to 
them,  the  said  Rufus  Putnam,  Manassah  Cutler, 
Robert  OliTer,  and  GrifiBn  Green,  pursuant  to  an 
act,  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  the  grant  and 
conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  Company 
of  Associates,**  shall  not  be  declared  void,  as  may 
interfere  with,  and  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  claims 
of  the  French  settlers  of  Galliopolis. 

Ordered^  That  the  delivery  of  a  copy  of  the 
above  order  to  Rufus  Putnam,  Manassah  Cutler, 
Robert  Oliver,  or  GriflSti  Green,  and  the  publica: 
tion  of  the  same  one  month  in  one  of  the  gazettes 
printed  in  this  city,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  no- 
tice thereof. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Reuben 
Smith  and  Nathan  Strong,**  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  petition  of  Dennis  M'Rcady,  and  others,  in 
behalf  of  the  manufacturers  of  tobacco  and  snuff, 
against  an  additional  tax  on  those  articles,  was  pre- 
sented and  read. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  District  Judges 
to  adjourn  Circuit  Courts,  reported  the  bill  amend- 
ed ;  and  the  report  being  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
amended  accordingl}',  the  rule  was  dispensed  with, 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


WznifssDAT,  May  14. 

r  Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  providing 
for  the  payment  of  certain  expenses  incurred  by 
Fulwar  Skipwith,  on  public  account,"  reported 
amendments,  which  were  adopted;  and  the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly.  The  rule  being  dis- 
pensed with,  the  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  irom  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Reuben  Smith  and  Nathan  Strong,'*  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  erecting  a 
lieht-house  on  the  Island  of  Seguin  in  the  district 
of  Maine,**  reported  amendment  which  were 
adopted,  and  the  bill  was  amended  accordingly, 
and  the  rule  being  dispensed  with,  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Buohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress be  held  at  Boston. 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 


Thursday,  May  15. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Reuben  Smith  and  Nathan  Strong,**  was  read  the 
tbiid  time,  and  passed. 


Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  certain  resolutions  moved  for  the  15th 
of  April  last,  b^  the  Senators  of  Kentucky,  relat- 
ing to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
negotiation  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  reported^- 

**  That,  in  the  negotiation  now  carrying  on  at  Madrid 
between  the  United  States  and  Soaio,  the  right  of  the 
former  to  the  free  navigatioti  of  toe  MissiMippi  is  well 
asserted  and  demonstrated,  and  their  claim  to  its  enjoy- 
ment is  pursued  with  all  the  assiduity  and  firrnne^u 
which  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  demands,  and  will 
doubtless  continue  to  be  so  pursued  until  the  object 
shall  be  obtained,  or  adverse  circumstances  shall  render 
the  further  progress  of  the  negotiation  impracticable. 
That,  in  the  present  state  of  the  business,  it  would  be 
improper  for  Congress  to  interfere.  Bui,  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  more  immedi- 
ately interested  in  the  event  of  this  negotiation,  that 
the  United  States  have  uniformly  asserted  their  right 
to  the  free  use  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, and  have  employed  and  will  continue  to  pursue 
such  measures  as  are  best  adapted  to  obtain  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  important  territorial  right,  the  oommiltee 
recommend  that  it  be  resolved  by  the  Senate, 

'*  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  be  and  he 
hereby  is  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the 
Executive  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  such  part  of  the 
existing  negotiation  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  relative  to  this  subject,  as  he  may  deem  advisa- 
ble and  consistent  with  the  course  of  negotiations  :** 

And  the  report  was  adopted. 
Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  lay  a  copy  of  this 
proceeding  Uefore  the  President  of  thk  United 

States. 


Fridat,  May  16. 

A  message  from  the  Houao  of  Representatives 
informed   the  Senate,  that  the  House   have    ap- 
pointed a  committe   to  join   such  committee  as 
the  Senate  shall  appoint,  to  report  what  business 
is  necessary  to  be  done  before  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  when  it  will  be  proper  to  end  the  pr<*sent 
session ;  and  request  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate.     And  they  hav«) 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  provisioa 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  balances  due 
to  certain  States  upon  a  final  settlement  of  the 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidual States,**  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence  was  read  the  first  time 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  last  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre*: 
sentatives,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com* 
mittee;  and 

JUioltidy  That  they  do  concur  therein,  and  that 
Messrs.  Kijvo,  £lls worth,  and  Hawkims,  be  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  Hoos^ 
of  Representatives  therewith.  i 

The  petition  of  Moses  Brown  and  others,  meTv 
chants  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  tha.i 
further  time  may  be  allowed  than  the  law  pro« 
vides,  to  enable  d^em  to  recover  the  drawback  oid 


101 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


102 


Mat,  1791] 


J^roeeedingg, 


[SiNAn. 


eerUin  foreign  goods  intended  for  exportation,  for 
reisons  stated  in  the  petition. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition,  together  with  the 
petitioD  of  Oliver  A  Thompson,  and  others,  mer- 
clumto  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  on  a  similar  sub- 
ject, be  referred  to  Messra  Cabot,  Ellswokth,  and 
Hawumi,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate; 


MoNDAT,  May  19. 

The  Tick  Prssidemt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  P.  Legaux,  praying  their  patronage 
of  his  vineyard,  established  at  a  place  called  Spring- 
Dill,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  which  was  read 
ind  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  they  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  *'An  act  laying  additional  duties  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or 
Tessel8;*Mn  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concuirence  was 
read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
(or  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  making  provision 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  balances  due 
to  certain  States  upon  the  final  settlement  of  the 
tccounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidual States,**  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Jackson,  Morris,  Potts, 
and  Ellsworth,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

Hr.  Jackson  gave  notice  that  he  should  to-morrow 
moTe  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
PiBsiOEHT  or  tbr  Unitbd  States,  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  present  Congress,  if  he  shall  think  the 
same  necessary,  to  cause  to  be  purchased  or  built 
a  nQnil)er  of  vessels,  to  be  equipped  as  galleys  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 


TiTBSDAT,  May  20. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Hotise  have  passed 
» resolution  for  furnishing  the  Executives  of  the 
sereral  States  with  a  copy  of  the  book  marked 
Ai  deposited  in  the  Treasury  department  by  the 
CiMDmissioners  who  settled  the  accounts  between 
the  individual  States  and  the  United  States,  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kuro  reported,  from  the  joint  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  what 
business  is  necessary  to  be  done  before  the  close 
of  the  session,  and  when  it  will  be  proper  to  end 
the  present  session ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Ordered,  that  this  report  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for ooQcurrence,  entitled  "An  act  lading  additional 
duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported 
ioto  the  United  States  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
«  TesseLs,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  Hessrs.  GuiiN,  Ellsworth,  Kino,  Livcrhorb, 
^  Moaais,  to  consider^  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 


The  ^  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prrsid'ent  or  the  United  Statis  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  RepreeemtoHftee  : 

In  the  commanications  which  I  have  made  to  Con- 
gress during  the  present  session  relative  to  foreign 
nations,  I  have  omitted  no  opportunity  of  testifying 
my  anxietv  to  preserve  the  United  States  in  peace.  It 
is  peculiarlv,  therefore,  my  duty,  at  this  time  to  lay  be- 
fore you  the  present  state  of  certain  hostile  threats 
against  the  territories  of  Spain  in  our  neighborhood. 

The  documents  which  accompany  this  message  de- 
velope  the  measures  which  I  have  taken  to  suppress 
them,  and  the  intelligence  which  has  lately  been  re- 
ceived. 

It  will  be  seen  from  thence  that  the  subject  has  not 
been  neglected ;  that  every  power  vested  in  the  Execu- 
tive on  such  occasions  has  Been  exerted ;  and  that  there 
was  reason  to  believe  that  the  enterprise  projected 
•gainst  the  Spanish  dominions  was  relinquished. 

But  it  appears  to  have  been  revived  upon  principles 
which  set  public  order  at  defiance,  and  place  the  peace 
of  the  United  States  in  the  discretion  of  unauthorised 
individuals.  The  means  already  deposited  in  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  Government  are  shown,  by  ex- 
perieuce,  not  tu  be  adequate  to  these  high  exigencies, 
although  such  of  them  as  are  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  shall  continue  to  be  used  with  promptness, 
energy,  and  decision,  proportioned  to  the  case.  But  I 
am  impelled,  by  the  position  of  our  public  aflfairs,  to  re- 
commend that  provision  be  made  for  a  stronger  and 
more  vigorous  opposition  than  can  be  given  to  such 
hostile  movements  under  the  laws  as  they  now  stand. 

a  WASHINGTON. 

United  Statxs,  May  20, 1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  provision 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  balances 
due  to  certain  States  upon  a  final  settlement  of  the 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidual States,"  reported  an  additional  section  ;  and 
the  report  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Jackson  obtained  per- 
mission to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Prcsj- 
DBNT  or  THE  UNITED  States,  duHug  the  recess  of 
the  present  Congress,  if  he  shall  think  the  same 
necessary,  to  cause  to  be  purchased  or  built  a 
number  of  vessels,  to  be  equipped  as  galleys  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 


Wbdnbsdat,  May  21. 

The  VicR  PRBsmsNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  State, 
with  an  abstract  of  the  vexations  and  spoliations  on 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  The  Letter 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  abstract  therein 
referred  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  16th  instant,  the  petition  of  Moses 
Brown  and  others,  reported  a  biu  for  extending 
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the  benefit  of  a  drawback  and  terms  of  ccedit  in 
certain  cases  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  ^e  resolution 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, for  furnishing  the  Executives  of  the  several 
States  with  a  copy  of  the  book  marked  A,  deposited 
in  the  Treasury  Department  bj  the  Commissioners 
who  settled  the  accounts  between  the  individual 
States  and  the  United  States ;  and 

On  motion  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  committee 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  it  passed  in  the 
negative— yeas  9,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Brown,  Foster,  Hawkins,  Martin, 
Monroe,  Potts^  Robinson,  Ross,  and  Vining. 

Natb.— Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  £llswurth,  Freling- 
hayseo,  Ouoo,  Henry,  Jacksoo,  Isard,  livermore,  Mor- 
ris, and  Rutbarfurd. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  this  resolution. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  PRssmEirr  ot  the 
United  States,  during  the  recess  of  the  present 
Congress,  if  he  shall  think  the  same  necessary,  to 
cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  a  number  of  vessels, 
to  be  equipped  as  galleys  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Jackson,  RuTHBRruRO,  and  Cabot, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GuNN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  additional 
duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of 
ships  or  vessels,"  reported  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  post*, 
poned. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PRBsmcNT  or  THE  UNITED  Statbs: 

O^ntUmen  nfikiB  Senmle^  and 

of  the  Hau$0  of  i2eprM«fi<a<tv«i : 

I  lay  before  you,  in  confidence,  sundry  papers  by 
which  you  will  perceive  the  state  of  aCffiiirs  between  us 
and  the  Six  NatioDs,  and  the  probable  cause  to  which  it 
it  owing ;  and  also  certain  infonnation,  whereby  it  would 
appear  iliat  some  encroachment  was  about  to  be  made 
on  our  territory  by  an  officer  and  party  of  British  troops. 
Proceedinf^  upon  a  suppositioo  of  the  authenticity  of 
this  information,  although  of  a  private  nature,  I  have 
caused  the  representation  to  be  made  to  the  British 
Minister,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  Message. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  to  comment  upon  the  very 
serious  nature  of  such  an  encroachment,  nor  to  urge 
that  xhAa  new  state  of  things  suggests  the  propriety  of 
placing  the  United  States  in  a  posture  of  effectual  pre- 
paration for  an  event  which,  notwithstanding  the  en- 
deavors making  to  avert  it,  may,  by  circumstances 
beyond  our  control,  be  forced  upon  us. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UmTtD  States,  Mojf  21, 17D4. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  Message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  they  have  passed  the 
following  bills  and  resolve,  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate;  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  compensate  Arthur  St  Clair ;"  the  bill, 


Entitled  "  An  act  to  authoriie  the  settiement  of  the 
account  of  Lewis  Dubois,  for  his  serviees  in  the 
late  Army  of  the  United  States  ;**  the  bill,  entitled 
*'  An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  Congress ;"  and  a  resolve  that  Congress  adjourn 
on  the  third  day  of  Jane  next 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepvesentativet 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  compensate 
Arthur  St  Clair,*'  was  read  the  first  time,  wad 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatifes 
for  concurrenoe,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  authorize  th« 
settlement  of  the  account  of  Lewis  Dubois,  for  his 
services  in  the  late  Army  of  the  United  States,** 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  secoad 
reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatif a 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'An  act  to  alter  the 
time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress,** 
was  read  the  &rst  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  resolve,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  that  Congress  adjourn  on 
the  third  day  of  June  next,  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tbijiisdat,  May  82. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  LmRXoai, 
and  MoNROB,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  to 
authorize  a  settlement  of  Uie  accounts  of  Loan 
officers,  for  clerk  hire  and  stationery. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  brine  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  miti^ng  or 
remitting  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  incurred 
under  the  revenue  laws,  in  cases  not  now  provided 
for. 

That  the  same  committee  be  instructed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  further  to  extend  the  time  for  receiving 
on  loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  Sutes; 
and 

That  the  same  committee  be  also  instructed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  "  Act  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt" 

Ordered^  that  the  committee  on  the  Message  of 
the  PRBsroanT  or  th*  UwiTEn  States,  of  the  19th 
of  February  last,  respecting  the  judiciary,  be  en- 
joined to  report 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatifes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  compensate 
Arthur  St  Clair,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Brown,  Gdnh,  and 
ViNiNo,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representativea  i 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
settlement  of  the  account  of  Lewis  Dubois,  for  bis  | 
services  in  the  late  Army  of  the  United  States,*'  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
last  appointed,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend*  i 
ments  reported  by  the  committee  to  the  bill,  cnti^j 
tied  "An  act  laying  additional  duties  on  goods, | 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vesseLii** 
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vhfch  were  idopled,  and  the  bill  wm  amended  ac- 
cordingly. 
(Mkrtd^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Vies  Pmbbidbvt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 

Bcport  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 

OB  tweaty-tbree  additional  claims  for  compensation 

to  inralid  pensioners ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 

ne  for  pomnoeratton. 

The  bin  for  extending  the  benefit  of  a  drawback 
ind  terms  of  credit  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
perpQieSk  was  read  a  second  time;  and,  being 
traended, 

Ordsred,  That  this  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
ittding. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  alter  the  time 
for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress,**  was 
Rtd  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolTe  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  for 
concorrence,  that  Congress  adjourn  on  the  8d  day 
ofJoDeaext;  and 

Baalved,  That  they  do  concur  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
RMlve  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes  for 
cooeorrenoe,  "  for  furnishing  the  Kxecutiyes  of  the 
KTeral  States  with  a  copy  of  the  book  marked  A, 
deponted  in  the  Treasury  Department  by  the  Com- 
nuasioQers  who  settled  the  accounts  between  the 
iodifidoal  Sutes  and  the  United  States.** 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  resolve, 
bj  inserting  '*at  their  own  expense,**  after  the 
words*" several  States.** 

Oo  motion  to  ooncnr  in  the  resolution  as  amend- 
ed, it  psased  in  the  negative — ^yeas  5,  nays  15,  as 
fallows: 

Tin.-— Xeflffa.  Hawkino,  ICartio,  Monroe,  Rooo,  and 

Tilling. 

Nats. — MeMft.  Bradford,  Brown,  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
Foster,  Frelinghoyaen,  Gunn,  Henry,  Jackson,  Isard, 
lirennore,  Morria,  Potts,  Robinson,  and  Rutheirfurd. 


Feidat,  May  2d, 

Mr.  EuiSwosTH,  from  the  committee  appointed 
rnterday  for  the  purpose,  reported  the  three  fol- 
lowing bills:  A  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt;  a  bill 
forther  exten^ng  the  time  for  receiving  on  loan 
tbe  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  SUtes ;  and  a  bill 
iathorizing  a  settlement  of  certain  expenses  of  the 
Commisiioners  of  Loans ;  which  bills  were  sever- 
tllj  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  engrossed  biU  lor  extending  the  benefit  of  a 
dnwback  and  terms  of  credit  in  certain  cases,  and 
fiir  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  further  consideration. 

Hr.  Jackson*  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
rHerred  the  bill  to  authorize  the  PaBsmmrr  or  thi 
UffiTCD  States,  during  the  recess  of  the  present 
Coogren,  if  he  shall  think  the  same  necessary,  to 
^se  to  be  built  or  purchased  a  number  of  vessels, 
to  be  equipped  as  galleys  in  the  service  of  the 


United  States,  reported  amendments,  which  were 
read. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ''  An  act  to  alter  the  time 
for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress,'*  waa  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  reported  on  the  bill  to  author- 
ise the  PaasmKiiT  of  thi  Unitbd  States,  during 
the  recess  of  the  present  Congress,  to  cause  to  be 
purchased  or  built  a  number  of  vessels,  to  be  equip- 
ped as  galleys  in  the  service  of  the  United  StatM, 
were  resumed. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  first  section,  amended  as 

**B€  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Howe  of  Repre- 
aentativet  6f  the  United  8tate%  of  America  in  OongretM 
assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  aathorized  during  the  recess  of  the 
present  Congress,  if  the  same  shnll  appear  to  him  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  to  caase  a 
number  of  vessels  to  be  built  or  purchased,  and  to  be 
fitted  out,  manned,  armed,  and  equipped,  as  galleys  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States ;  the  officers  and  men 
to  be  on  the  same  pay,  and  to  receive  the  same  subsist- 
ence, as  officers  of  the  same  rank  and  men  are  entitled 
to  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stotes :" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  10,  nays  9,  as 
follows : 

YsASL — Messrs.  Cabot,  Frelinghuyseo,  Gunn,  Henrjv 
Jackson,  Isard,  Monroe,  Morris,  Potts  and  Rutherfurd* 

NATa — ^Messrs.  Bradford,  Brown,  Ellsworth,  FosteTf 
Hawkins,  Livermore,  Martin,  Robinson,  and  Ross. 

On  motion,  to  adopt  the  following  additional 
clause  to  the  bill : 

"  And  be  it  farther  enacted  That  there  be  appropri- 
ated, for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  any  revenues  of  the  United  States  which  now  are,  or 
hereafter,  during  the  present  session,  shall  be,  provided, 
not  being  otherwise  appropriated.  And  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  3ie  United  States  be  authorized  to  take  on  loan 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  other  body 
politic  or  corporate,  person  or  persons,  the  said  sum  of 
one  hcndred  and  fifky  thousand  dollars,  to  be  reimburse 
ed,  principal  and  interest,  out  of  the  said  proceeds,  ap- 
propriated as  aforesaid,  according  to  such  contract  or 
contracts  which  shall  be  made  concerning  the  same :" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  11,  nays  8,  as 
fbllows : 

Tkas. — ^Messrs.  Cabot,  Frelingbuysen,  Ounn,  Henry, 
Jackson.  Isard,  Monroe,  Morris,  Potts,  Robinson,  and 
Rutherfurd. 

NAva — ^Messrs.  Bradford,  Brown,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Hawkins,  Livermore,  Martin,  and  Roes. 

And,  after  agreeing  to  further  amendments,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
pBSsmirr  or  the  United  States  : 

OeniUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Jtepresentatives : 

I  lay  before  yon  the  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  in  answer 
to  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  communicated 
to  Congress  yesterday ;  and  use  the  copy  of  a  Letter 
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from  the  Secretary,  iRrhich  is  referred  to  ia  the  above 
mentioned  Letter  of  the  Minister. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
Unitbd  States,  May  28, 17Di. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  Message  and  papers  therein 
referred  to,  together  with  the  communications  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  21  st  instant,  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter,  signed  Arthur  St  Glair,  respecting  the  loss 
of  certein  horses  in  the  public  service 

Ordered^  That  this  Letter  be  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  yesterday  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  compensate  Arthur  St. 
Clair." 

On  request. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice  PRssroENT  be  excused 
from  attendance  in  Senate,  after  Friday  next 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  laying  additional 
duties  on  goodf^,  wares,  and  merchandize,  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
or  vessels,"  was  read  t  he  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  restore  the  fourth  section, 
amended  as  follows : 

**And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  upon  all  ships  or 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  levied  and 
paid,  after  the  last  day  of  June  next  a  duty  of  six  cents 
per  ton,  in  addition  to  the  duty  now  chargeable  by  law ; 
and  upon  all  ships  or  vessels,  belonging  wholly  or  in 
part  to  the  subjects  or  citizens  (if  any  foreign  Power, 
which,  after  the  said  last  day  of  June  next,  shall  be  en- 
tered in  the  United  States,  from  any  foreign  port  or 
{dace,  there  shall  be  levied  and  paid  a  duty  of  26  cents 
per  ton,  in  addition  to  the  duty  now  diargeable  by  law :" 

And,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill,  at  this  time,  be  post- 
poned. 

Saturday,  May  24. 

The  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  receiving 
on  loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  second  time ;  and,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  settlement  of  certain  ex- 
penses of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  "  The  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  was  read 
the  second  time ;  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the 
rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  ^Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  passed  a  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  for  deter- 
mining the  Northern  boundary  of  the  Territory 
ceded  to  the  United  SUtes  by  the  SUte  of  North 
Carolina;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  making 
further  provision  for  securing  and  collecting  the 
duties  on  foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
stills,  wines,  and  teas ;"  in  which  several  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


The  bills  last  mentioned  were  seyerally  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

.On  motion,  that  the  engrossed  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
recess  of  the  present  Congress,  if  he  shall  Uiink 
the  same  necessary,  to  cause  to  be  built  or  pur- 
chased, a  number  of  vessels,  to  be  equipped  as  gal- 
leys, in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  be  read 
the  third  time, 

A  motk>n  was  made  to  postpone  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill  at  this  time,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
into  consideration  the  following  motion  : 

"  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  what  other  measures  are  necessary  to  be 
adopted,  during  the  present  session,  for  the  defence  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  a  bill  or  bills  for  car- 
rying the  same  into  effect :" 

Which  passed  in  the  negative.  Whereupon,  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Potts,  Ellsworth,  Tzard, 
Monroe,  and  Cabot,  be  a  committee  to  consider  and 
report  what  other  measures  are  necessary  to  be 
adopted  during  the  present  session,  for  the  defence 
of  the  United  States,  together  with  a  bill  or  bills 
for  carrying  the  same  into  eflfect 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Qeorge  Taylor  and  others, 
principal  clerks  in  the  several  Departments,  re- 
ported a  bill,  allowing  an  additional  compenntioo 
to  the  principal  clerks  in  the  Department  of  State, 
and  the  Treasury  and  War  Departments,  for  the 
year  1794;  which  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  extending  the 
benefit  of  a  drawback  and  terms  of  credit  in  certain 
cases,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  resumed. 

Beeohed,  That  this  bill  pass ;  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  **  An  act  for  extending  the  benefit  of  ft 
drawback  and  terms  of  credit  in  certain  cases,  and 
for  other  purposes.*' 


Monday,  May  26. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled,  **  An  act  for  determining 
the  Northern  boundary  of  the  Territory  ceded  to 
the  United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Rutherford,  Hawkins,  and  Brown,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  lay- 
ing certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar/ 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtires 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  certain 
duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,'*  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  settlement  of 
certain  expenses  of  the  Commissioners  of  Loftns, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Reeohed,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  authorizing  a  settlement  of 
certain  expenses  of  the  Commissioners  of  LoftQB. 
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The  InII  allowing  an  additional  compensation  to 
the  principal  clerks  in  the  Department  of  State, 
and  the  Treaaary  and  War  Departments,  for  the 
rear  1794,  was  read  the  second  time,  and,  by  ana- 
nimoos  consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and 
the  bill  was  rcsid  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Pom,  from  the  committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  military 
force  of  the  United  States,  and  to  encourage  the 
recruiting  service ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
tmendment  reported  by  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  pro- 
mon  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  ba- 
lances due  to  certain  States  upon  a  final  settlement 
of  the  aceoonta  betv^een  the  United  States  and  the 
iDdiridaal  States." 

On  motion  that  the  amendment  be  adopted,  it 
passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  9,  luiys  1 1,  as  follows : 

TiAS. — ^Messrs.  -  Brown,  Gunn,  Jackson,  Monroe, 
Morris,  Potts,  Robinson,  Ross,  and  Rutherfurd. 

Nira. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Ixard,  King,  Livermore,  Martin,  and 


The  following  Message  was  deceived  from  the 
Pkesioent  of  the  United  States  : 

GtM^emm  &f  ike  Senate,  and 

of  the  H6u9e  of  JUpreaentativeM  : 

Hie  Commissioners  of  bis  Catholic  Majesty  having 
commamcated  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate  the  form  of  a 
certificate,  without  which  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of  Spain,  I 
Uaak  it  proper  to  lay  it  before  Congresa 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UaiRD  Statjes,  May  U,  1794. 


TvESDAT,  May  37. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
vas  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
THE  UiiTED  States,  of  the  19th  of  February  last, 
with  a  representation  from  the  Justices  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  reported  that  the  further  eonsideratiou 
thereof  be  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gKss ;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Message  yesterday  received  from  the  Pre- 
VDm  or  THE  Uhitbd  States,  transmitting  the 
fonn  of  a  certi6cate,  without  which  the  vessels  of 
tile  United  States  cannot  be  admitted  into  the 
porta  of  Spain,  together  with  the  form  of  the  cer- 
tificate therein  refirred  to,  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  aecond  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
eoneorrenee,  entitled  ''An  act  making  provision 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  balances  due 
to  certain  States  upon  a  final  settlement  of  the  ac- 
eounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  individ- 
ul  States." 

On  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instruc- 
HODs  to  the  committee  to  report  an  amendment 
for  carrying  into  effect  an  assumption  of  the  Do^ 
Bestic  Debts  of  the  creditor  Sutes,  to  the  amount 
of  the  balances  reported  to  be  due  to  them,  it 
P*^  in  the  negative—- yeas  6,  nays  13,  as  follows ; 


Ykas. — Messra  Jackson,  Potts,  Robinson,  Ross,  and 
Rutherfurd. 

NATa^-Meaars.  Bradford,  Brown,  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
Foster,  Frelinghuyaen,  Hawkioa,  Henry,  Isard,  King, 
Livermore,  Martin,  and  Morris. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  to  wit : 

*  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  cf  Bepreeent- 
ativee  of  the  UnUed  States  of  America  in  Oongreu 
a$8emUed,  That  interest  upon  the  balances  reported  to 
be  due  to  certain  States,  by  the  Commissioners  forset> 
tling accounts  between  the  united  States  and  individual 
States,  be  allowed  from  the  last  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  to  be 
computed  to  the  last  day  of  December,  one  Uiousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  at  the  rate  of  four  per 
centum  per  annum ;  and  that  the  amonnt  of  such  inte- 
rest be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  State  to  which  the 
same  shall  be  found  due  upon  the  books  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  and  shall  bear  an  interest  of 
three  per  centum  per  annum,  from  and  after  the  said 
last  day  of  Decemoer,  one  thousand  aeven  hundred  and 
ninety -four :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative,  yeas  9,  nays  11 — aa 
follows : 

YiAa — ^Messra  Brown,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Jacksoo, 
Martin,  Potts,  Robinson,  Ross,  and  RutherfiuxL 

NAva — Messra  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Frelinghuyaen,  Henry,  Isard,  King,  Livermore,  Morris, 
and  Vming. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representiu 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  ''An  act  making 
further  provision  for  securing  and  collecting  the 
duties  on  foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
stills,  wines,  and  teas,'^  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Gurh,  Ellsworth,  Potts, 
Cabot,  and  Kihg,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  the  aet,  entitled 
*  An  act  to  enable  tbe  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line  on  Continental  Establishment  to  ob- 
tain titles  to  certain  lands  Iving  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miami  and  Sciota ;' " 
in  which  they  desure  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

The  Vice  pBEsroEHT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
memorial  signed  Thomas  Leiper  and  Gavin  Ha- 
milton, **  manufacturers  of  snuff  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  bre- 
thren throughout  the  Union,**  remonstrating  against 
the  imposition  of  an  excise  upon  the  said  article ; 
which  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  military  force  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  to  encourage  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tlie  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  compensate 
Arthur  St  Clair,**   reported  amendments,  whksh 
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Were  read,  and  in  part  agreed  to ;  and  the  bill  was 
amended  accordingly. 

OrdtTti,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 


Wkdhbsdat,  May  28. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  ei^titled  **An  act  to  compensate 
Arthur  St  Clair,**  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  recon8ider  the  amend- 
ments made  to  this  bill  in  the  second  reading. 

Resolvedf  That  this  biU  pass  without  amendment 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and 
aoldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Co,Rtinental  Estab- 
lidiment  to  obtain  titlea  to  certain  lands  lying 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  little 
Miami  and  Sciota,'"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Jackson,  RfTTHERFURD,  and 
Browk,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  increase  the  military  force  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  encourage  the  recruiting  service. 

On  motion  to  exponge  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  as  follows : 

^Beit  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  JUpreeenta- 
Hvei  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congrets  as- 
sembUdf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anthorised,  during  the  next 
recen  of  Congress,  to  raise  and  equip  such  additional 
military  force  as  circumstanees  shall,  in  his  iudgmeot, 
render  neoewary,  not  eiceediog  ten  thousand  non-com- 
missioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  to  serve  for 
three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  together  with  a 
proper  proportion  of  commissioned  officers,  of  all  the 

S'ades,  respectively,  according  to  the  present  Military 
stablishment  of  the  United  States :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeaa  8,  nays  12,  as 
follows: 

TiAS. — ^Messrs.  Brown,  Foster,  Hawkins^  Jackson, 
livermore,  Martin,  Robinson,  and  Ross. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Fre- 
linghoysen,  Qonn,  Henry,  laard,  King,  Morris,  Potts, 
Rntberfurd,  and  Vining. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '*An  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  ba- 
lances due  to  certain  States  upon  a  final  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  individual  States,"  was  read  the  third  Ume. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
thereof  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it  passed 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  8,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

YsAS.— Messrs.  Brown,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Jackson, 
Martin,  Potts,  Robinson,  and  Ross. 

NAva. — ^Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworih,  Foster, 
Frelioghuysen,  Henry,  laard,  King,  livermore,  Morris, 
Rutberfurd,  and  Vinmg. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  following  as  an  addition- 
tional  section  to  the  bill,  to  wit : 


"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  when  the  Lcgiala- 
tore  of  any  creditor  State  shall  have  passed  an  act  de> 
daring  that  the  creditors  of  such  State,  or  so  many  of 
them  as  may  applv,  shall  be  allowed  a  proportion  of  the 
debt  due  to  such  State,  in  lieu  of  their  respective  de- 
mands, then  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  of  snch  State 
shall  be  authorised  to  receive  such  of  the  notes  or  certi- 
ficates of  the  said  State  as  may  be  designated  by  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  thereof,  and  on  the  terms  tliereio  pre- 
scribed,  and  to  give  certificates  therefor  in  the  nuumer 
directed  in  such  act ;  and  the  said  certificates  shall  be 
transferrable,  and  the  interest  whkih  shall  become  due 
shall  be  payable  quarter  yearly,  in  the  same  manner  as 
on  the  other  certificates  of  the  U  nited  States :  Promded, 
That  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  shall  not  isSoe  certi- 
ficates to  a  greater  amount  than  the  sums  due  to  the 
States  in  which  they  respectively  act,  nor  for  a  greater 
amount  of  interest  than  shall  be  the  proportion  of  su<^ 
State,  and  that  no  interest  shall  be  paid  before  the  last 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  :*• 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  sent  from  thd  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ''An  act  laying  certain 
duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Eliawokth, 
Cabot,  and  Izard,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 


Thubsdat,  May  99. 

Mr.  Gimic,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on  fo- 
reign and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and 
teas,**  reported  amendments,  which  were  adopted, 
and  the  bill  was  amended  aocordlnglv. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading^. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Report  of  the  Secretarv  for  the  Department  of  War, 
on  four  additional  claims  for  compensation  to 
invalid  pensioners,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Hoase  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  aet  laying  duties  upon  ear- 
riages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons ;"  a  bil  I,  en- 
titled ''An  act  for  the  more  effectoal  protection 
of  the  Southwestern  frontier  settlers  f  and  a  bill 
entitled  '*  An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  tbe 
second  instalment,  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  f  in  whieh  several  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  last  bills  brought  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence  were  severally 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  resding. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  increase  the  military  force 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  encourage  the  re> 
cruiting  service,  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  add  the  following,  as  an  additional 
section  to  the  bill : 

*  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  case  a  war  shall 
break  out  between  the  United  States  and  any  European 
Power,  at  any  time  within  two  years,  all  non- commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  then  in  service 
under  this  act,  or  any  act  lor  raising  troops  heretofore 
passed,  who  shall  be  willing  to  re  enlist  to  serve  iu  tbe 
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troops  of  the  Uoitod  StatM  to  the  end  oi  sacb  war, 
•iuiU  be  permittad  eo  tore-cnlitt,  and  such  re^nlietment 
ihftll  thereafter  entitle  tbem  to  receive  an  addition  to 
tkcir  pay  of  one  dollar  aad  fifty  eeata  per  month :" 

It  ptoed  in  the  negatite. 
Oo  motioii  to  rettom  the  third  aetfion  of  the 
hiil,  0trickeii  out  in  the  aeeond  reading,  to  wit : 

*  And  be  itfitrtker  enaetedf  That,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  July  next,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  each 
ButKommimooed  officer,  musictan,  and  private,  who 
ihill  then  or  afterwa^rda  be  in  aeryke,  on  the  preeent 
Myitary  Establithment,  or  under  thiaact^  the  additiottAl 
{»X  of  <ioe  dollar  per  month. 

It  paawd  IB  the  negatiTe-i-Teaa  7,  nays  18,  as 

fbUowi : 


Tua—Meam  Bnadlbrd,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Benrj, 
lord,  Putti^  and  Vining. 

5at8.— If  ewra  Brown,  Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Onnn, 
Hawkiiu,  Jackson,  King,  Livermore^  Martin,  Morris, 
IUndsoo,  Boss,  and  Ruttierfard. 

On  motioD,  that  this  bill  pass,  it  passed  in  the 
iffirmative — jet»  12,  najs  8,  as  follows : 

Tus.— Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Frelmg- 
hxtnai,  Oann,  Henry,  Izard,  Kii^,  Morris,  Potts,  Ru- 
iurfbrd,  and  Vining. 

Nats.— MeaarsL  Brown,  Foster,  Hawkins^  Jackson, 
liTamore,  Martin,  Robnison,  and  Ross. 

So  it  was  Be§ohed,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that 
the  title  thereof  be,  **  An  act  to  increase  the  mill- 
tuj  fimte  of  the  United  States,  and  to  encourage 
the  recruiting  serrioe." 


Fridat,  May  30. 

The  bill  sent  fh>m  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  Goocurrence^  entitled  **  An  act  mokinff  further 
prorision  for  securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on 
fareigQ  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
ud  teas,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  further 
iBsaded,  by  striking  out  the  words  from  the 
eo4  of  the  12th  section,  "  in  case  of  sickness,  ab- 
ience,  or  for  other  sufficient  eauses,"  and  inserting 
in  lira  thereof,  these  words :  "  in  caKS  of  ocea- 
Rooal  and  neeessary  absence,  or  ot  sickness,  and 
not  otherwin.'' 

Rttoked,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House,  informed  the  Senate^ 
tbftt  they  hatre  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to 
uthorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
^  ^Ji  ^ulate,  and  revoke  embargoes,"  in  which 
tber  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
K&tatires  for  concurrence  was  read. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
for  eoQcurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  proriding  for 
^  ptyment  of  the  second  instalment  due  on  a 
I^«o  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,*' 
▼tt  read  the  second  time ;  and  the  rule  being  dis- 
peMed  witht  the  bill  was  rend  the  third  time,  and 


The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
^^  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  aot  for  the 
ttote  effectual  protection  of  the  Southwestern 
^tier  settlers,^  was  read  the  second  time. 

(k  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill|  so 


as  that  the  number  of  the  militia  to  be  caUed*  out 
shall  not  exceed  fiye  thousand. 

Ordertd,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Kino,  JACiiaoN,  Rutherfubd,  Fotts»  aad  Ells* 
WORTH,  to  ooaaider  aad  report  thereon  to  tha 
Senate. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  eon* 
sent,  to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that  the  bill 
sent  froni  tiie  House  of  Representatiyee  for  con- 
currence, entitled  **  An  act  to  authorise  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  lay,  regulate,  and 
reyoke  embargoes,"  be  now  read  the  second  time ; 
and, 

On  motion,  to  agroe  to  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  as  follows: 

*'  Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  JSToNStf  of  JUvreeeni* 
miheM  ef  the  UnUed  Staiea  of  Ameriea  in  6onffre$9 
aetembled,  Tbat  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  hereby  ia,  authoriied  and  empowered,  wben- 
eyer,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  safety  shall  so  require, 
to  lay  an  emoargo  on  all  ahipa  and  yeasels  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  or  upon  the  ahipa  and  yosaela  of 
the  United  Statea,  or  the  ahips  and  yessels  of  any  foreign 
nation,  under  such  regulations  aa  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  may  require,  and  to  continue  or  revoke  the 
same  wheneyer  he  shall  think  proper.  And  the  Pre- 
sident is  hereby  folly  antborisea  to  giye  all  such  ordera 
to  the  officers  of  the  united  States,  as  may  be  necessary 
to  carry  the  same  mto  full  effect :  Provided^  The  au* 
thority  aforesaid  shall  not  be  exercised  white  the  Con* 
grass  of  the  United  Statea  shaU  be  in  session.  And  any 
embargo  which  may  be  laid  by  the  President  as  afore^ 
said  s^l  oease  and  determine  in  fifteen  days  from  the 
actual  meeting  of  Congress  next  after  laying  the  same :" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmatiye-^yeas  14,  nays  6, 
as  fulowat 

TKAS.-*Me8Brs.  Bradford,  Brown,  Foster,  FreHng- 
huyaen,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Jackaon,  Isard,  King,  Mar*^ 
tin.  Potts,  Rutherfurd,  and  Vining. 

Niya.— Meaara.  Oabot,  Ellsworth,  liyermore^  Mor- 
ris^ and  Rosa. 

Otderod,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  <tf  Representa- 
tiyes for  eoneurrenoe,  entitled  **  An  act  laying  du- 
ties upon  oarriages  for  the  conyeyanoe  of  persons," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  is  rsforred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  laying  certain  datiee  upon  snuff  and  refined 
sugar,^  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate* 


Saturday,  May  3L 

The  Vice  President  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  tem* 
pore,  as  the  Constitution  proyides,  and  Ralph 
Izard  was  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
Inferred  the  bill,  entitled  *<  An  aot  for  the  more 
effectual  protection  of  the  Southweetem  frontier 
settlers,"  reported,  that  the  bill  do  not  pass;  and, 
i^r  debate,  the  fourther  consideration  of  the  re- 
port was  postponed  until  Monday  next 

A  messsge  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  ihat  the  House  haye  passed 
the  following  bills :  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  aot  laying 


115 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


116 


Sbnatb.] 


Proceedings, 


[JnvE,  1794 


daties  on  property  sold  at  auction ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
*'  An  act  providing  for  the  parment  of  a  certain 
sum  of  money  due  to  the  French  Republic ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  for  sell- 
ing wines,  and  forei^  distilled  spirituous  liquors, 
by  retail;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An.  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  Robbe ;"  in  which  several  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  brought  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  were  severally 
reajd,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  author- 
ise the  President  of  the  United  States  to  lay, 
regulate,  and  revoke  embargoes,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Brown,  trom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  authorize  the 
settlement  of  the  account  of  Lewis  Dubois,  for  his 
services  in  the  late  Army  of  the  United  States," 
reported  that  the  bill  pass  without  amendment, 
and  the  report  was  adopted. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, that  the  rule  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  this 
bill  be  now  read  the  thinl  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  cer- 
tain duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,"  reported 
amendments. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  be  printed  for 
the  uae  of  the  Senate,  and  that  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  affree  to  some, 
and  disaffree  to  other  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
to  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on 
foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
and  teas,"  ask  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  thereon,  and  have  appointed  managers  at 
the  same  on  their  part 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  disagreeing  to 
sundry  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act 
making  further  provision  for  securing  and  collect- 
ing the  duties  on  foreign  and  domestic  distiUed 
spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas,"  and  asking  a  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  thereon. 

Beeolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments to  the  said  bill,  agree  to  the  proposed  con- 
ference, and  that  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  &ino,  and 
Cabot,  be  the  managers  at  the  same  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 


Monday,  June  2. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  luive  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the  term  of  credit 
for  teas  imported  in  the  ship  Argonaut,  and  to 
permit  the  export  of  goods  saved  out  of  the  wreck 
of  the  Snow  Preelove,"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

With  this  message  came  also  a  vote  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  dated  June  the  2d,  1794, 
as  follows : 


"The  Spkakee  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from 
Francis  Joachin  Vao  Akeo,  styling  himself  Ai«i«tant 
Judge,  addressed  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  8tAt«t^ 
and  dated  Orebro,  in  Sweden,  the  1st  of  January,  1*794, 
stating  the  particulars  of  his  discovery  of  an  Art,  de- 
scribea  in  tne  Swedish  language,  for  extinguiriuo^ 
fires  and  preventing  conflagrations,  whether  ia  war  or 
peace,  on  board  vessels,  or  in  houses  on  fire ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  their 
information."  , 

The  bill  last  mentioned  to  have  been  brought 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  vote  of  the  House  of  Representatives  lait 
recited  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  vote  and  letter  therein  re- 
ferred to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  that  it  be 

**  JUselvedy  The  House  of  Representatives  ooocurrioff 
hfrewith,  that  the  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  pa9s«d 
the  22d  day  of  May,  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  Tuesday,  the  8d  day 
of  June,  be,  and  the  sarae  is  hereby,  repealed ;  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  ao- 

tborised  to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on day 

of  June  instant."    ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  this  motion 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ments  reported  by  the]*  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  certain 
duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar." 

On  motion,  to  expunge  the  two  first  sections  of 
the  bill,  as  follows : 

"Sao.  1.  Be  it  enacted  b^  the  Senate  and  Bmue  of 
Representatives  of  the.  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembfed,  That,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth 
day  of  September  next,  there  be  levied,  collected,  and 
paid  upon  snuff,  which  after  that  day  shall  be  manu- 
actured  for  sale  within  the  United  States,  at  any  mann- 
fiustory.  for  every  pound  of  snufl^  eight  cents. 

*<  Ssa  2.  And  (e  it  further  enaOed,  That,  from  and 
after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  there  be 
levied,  collected,  and  paid,  upon  all  sugar  which  shall 
be  refined  within  the  United  States,  a  duty  of  two  cents 
per  pound :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  7,  nays  13»  as 
follows : 

TxAS.— Messrs.  Brown,  Burr,  Jackson,  Livormore!* 
Morris,  Robinson,  and  Ross. 

NATa— Messra  Bradford.  Gabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Freliogbuysen,  Ounn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  King,  Martin, 
Potts,  Rutherfurd,  and  Vining. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee 
were  severally  adopted,  and  the  bill  waa  farther 
amended. 

A  motion  was  made 

<*  That  the  consideration  of  this  bill  be  postooned, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  otll  laying 
certain  duties  upon  tne  utensils,  engines,  and  machines 
used  in  the  maoufMCtories  of  snuff,  and  the  refinemsat 
of  sugar,  as  a  substitute  for  this  bill  :** 

And  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third 
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Mr.  Ellswobth,  from  the  managerg  at  the 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Hdoses,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  further  provision  for 
Rcuring  and  collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and 
domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas,** 
reported — 

"Thftt  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  to 
tbc  ISih  section ; 

"That  tbe  Hoaee  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 
ULendmeot  proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the  5th  section ; 

"Thit  tbe  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  tbe 
tceadment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  13th  section, 
vithio  smeodmenl,  by  striking  out  'supervisors,*  and 
tbt  tbe  Senate  agree  to  such  amendment  of  their 
vcendment; 

''list  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  to 
arike  oat  tbe  16th  section,  and  that  both  Houses  agree 
to  uiend  tbe  said  section,  by  striking  out  *  weekly,'  and 
iabrtiqg  *  for  any  term  of  time  less  than  one  year,  and 
Bot  \t»  thtn  one  month ; 

"Thst  the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 
aaendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tlie  17th  section, 
viiii  an  amendment,  by  inserting  after  *left  at  his  dwell* 
ia|.'b?  tbe  collector,  and  that  the  Senate  agree  to  such 
aaeadnocnt  of  their  amendment ; 

"That  the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 
i*'Beodment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  insert,  after  the 
liiii  KctioD  of  the  bill,  two  additional  sections ; 

"  And  that  both  Houses  agree  to  alter  tbe  9th  section, 
K  ioflertiDg  after  '  States,'  *  and  of  the  Territory  of  tbe 
Cuted  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  of 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States  South  of  the  river 
Ofeia'" 

And  tbe  report  wafi  adopted. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
cf  Representatives  therewith. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pu8iDt5T  or  THE  Unitbd  Statbs  : 

(^tifihiun  of  the  Senate,  and     . 

of  tke  Houee  of  JtepretentaUvee : 

I  leod  yoa  certain  communications,  recently  received 
from  Qeorgia,  which  materially  change  the  prospect  of 
iSast»  in  that  quarter,  and  seem  to  render  a  war  with 
^  Creek  natiooa  more  probable  than  it  has  been  at  any 
utecedent  period.  While  tbe  attention  of  Congress 
^  be  directed  to  the  consideration  of  measures  suited 
to  tlie  exigency,  it  cannot  escape  their  observation  that 
tbisintelligeooe  brings  a  freih  proof  of  the  insufficiency 
^  the  existing  provisions  of  the  laws,  towards  the  effec- 
tQ>l  cultivation  and  preservation  of  pence  with  our  In- 
<>aa  seigbbors.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

Canxo  Statis,  June  2, 1794. 

"The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
vere  read,  and  order^  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
v»  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  laying  du- 
^«  open  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,** 
^rted  that  the  bill  pass  without  amendment 

Ordered^  That  the  report  lie  for  consideration. 

TUI8DA.T,  June  8. 

A  tneasage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
afonned  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
^  hill,  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  en- 
f^  "*  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  pun- 
is^UKnt  of  certain  crimes  against   tbe    United 


States,**  with  amendments,  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

With  the  message  came  the  following  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence : 

"  Besdved^  That  the  resolution  of  the  21st  ultimo, 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  close  the  present  ses- 
sion, by  adjourniug  their  respective  Houses  on  this  day, 
be  repealed ;  and  that,  instead  thereof,  they  be  author- 
iced  to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  Thursday, 
the  5th  instant,  to  meet  on  the  day  by  law  appointed :" 

The  resolution  being  read,  on  motion  to  strike 
out  "  Thursday  the  6th,"  and  insert  "  Friday  the 
6th,"  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  reso- 
lution. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  certain 
duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

On  motion  to  substitute  six  in  lieu  of  eight  cents, 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  add  the  following  to  the  14th  sec- 
tion of  the  bill : 

"  Provided  this  restriction  shall  not  extend  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  sugar  from  the  province  of  Canada 
in  vessels  of  less  burden;  anythmg  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
annexing  the  following  proviso  to  the  14th  section : 

'*  Provided,  That  no  drawback  sliall  be  allowed  on  the 
exportation  of  either  of  the  said  articles  in  any  instance 
where  tbe  same  shall  amount  to  less  than  twelve  dol- 
lars :" 

Beeolted^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  agree  to  all 
the  modifications  of  the  amendments  to  the  bill, 
entiUed  **  An  act  making  further  provision  for  se- 
curing and  collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and 
domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas," 
as  proposed  by  the  committee  of  conference,  ex- 
cept the  amendment  to  the  twelfth  section,  which 
the  House  of  Representatives  have  agreed  to  in 
their  first  proceeding  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more  effec- 
tual protection  of  the  Southwestern  frontiers,"  was 
considered. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  recommitted,  and 
that  the  Message  of  the  Prksidcnt  or  the  UKmro 
States  of  the  2d  instant  he  also  referred  to  the 
same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  Sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  additional 
duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  Sutes,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
or  vessels,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  to  insert  the  following  in  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  to  wit :  afl»r  "  coffee  per  pound," 
*'on  salt  per  bushel,  three  cents,"  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 
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On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  oat  the  fol- 
lowing words,  after  **  shoes  and  slippers  for  chil« 
dren^^*  "  on  coal  per  bushel,  one  and  a  half  cents.*' 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting,  after  *' coffee  per  pound,"  these  words: 
'*  on  clayed  or  lump  sugar,  one  cent  per  pound." 

On  motion  to  restore  the  fourth  section  of  the 
billf  amended  as  follows : 

'  And  be  it  further  enaOed,  Thai,  upon  all  thiiw  or 
Yetsel8  of  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  leyiea  and 
|iaid,  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  a  doty  of  six  cents 
.  per  ton,  in  addition  to  the  duty  now  chargeable  by  law ; 
and  upon  all  ships  or  vessels  belongioff  wholly  or  in 
part  to  the  subjects  or  citheens  of  any  foreign  Power» 
which  after  the  said  last  day  of  June  next  shall  be  en- 
tered in  the  United  States  from  any  foreign  port  or 
place,  there  sliall  be  levied  and  paid  a  duty  uf  twenty- 
five  cents  per  ton,  in  addition  to  the  duty  now  charge- 
able by  law  :** 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  expunge  these 
words  firom  the  first  section,  *' except  window 
glass." 

Reiohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  laying  duties  upon 
carriages  for  the  oonveyance  of  persons,"  was  con- 
sidered and  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  laying  duties  on 
licenses  for  selling  wines  and  foreign  distilled 
spirituous  liquors,  by  retail,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
and  KiNOi  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  laying  du- 
ties on  property  sold  at  auction,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
named,  to  oonsidet  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

^  The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Robbe,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Livbrmobb,  Brown,  and 
Hawkins^  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  LiTBRMORR,  from  the  said  committee,  re- 
ported that  the  bill  last  mentioned  pass  without 
amendment;  and  on  motion,  br  unanimous  con- 
sent, the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  providing 
for  the  pavment  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  due  to 
the  French  Republic,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Kino,  Gdnn,  and  Ells- 
worth, to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bin  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  extend 
the  term  of  credit  for  teas  imported  in  the  ship 
Argonaut,  and  to  permit  the  export  of  goods  saved 
out  of  the  wreck  of  the  Snow  Freelove,"  was  read 
the  second  time ;  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the 


rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  i^d  th 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend 
menta  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  biu 
entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  th^ 
punishflMnt  of  certain  crimes  against  the  Unite 
States." 

Beeohed,  That  they  concur  in  the  ameodmen^ 
to  this  bill 


WEDNBsnAT,  June  4. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representative 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^'An  act  laying  dotie 
upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons 
was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  strike  out,  from  the  first  section 
all  that  follows  the  word  **  coaches,"  and,  in  ]w 
thereof,  insert  "and  other  four-wheeled  carrisge 
which  hang  or  rest  upon  steel  or  iron  springs,  s: 
dollars,"  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  until  the  next  session  of  Congress,  i 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  passe 
in  the  affirmatives-yeas  12,  nays  8,  as  follows: 

Tras.— >Messrs.  Bradford.  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foste 
Ounn,  Hawkins,  King,  Livermore,  Martin,  Mom 
Ross,  and  Vining. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Brown,  Barr,  Frelinghvysen,  Henr) 
Jackson,  Potts,  Robinson,  and  Rotherfard. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentafiTi 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  ps 
a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  t 
entitled  '  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Used 
Arts;'"  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  concerning  Intik 
lids;"  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  make  farthej 
compensation  for  the  services  of  tho  late  Robeij 
Forsyth,  Marshal  of  Georgia ;"  and  a  bill  entitlej 
"  An  act  making  certain  uterations  in  the  act  w 
establishing  the  Judicial  Courts,  and  altering  tbi 
time  and  place  for  holding  the  Judicial  Court^ 
and  altering  the  time  and  place  of  holding  certain 
Courts;"  in  which  several  bills  they  desire  thi 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.  The  Honse  agree  i\ 
some  and  disagree  to  other  amendments  of  tbj 
Senate  to  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  laying  addi 
tional  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandiss 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonna^^ 
of  ships  or  vessels." 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wii 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  laying  duties  oi 
licenses  for  selling  winos  and  foreign  distilled 
spirituous  liquors  by  retail,"  reported  amendments 
which  were  adopted ;  and,  by  unanimous  consent 
the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  rest 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative! 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passe< 
**a  resolution  that  a  joint  committee  of  botl 
Houses  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Presidr51 
OP  THR  Unitrd  Statrs  Rud  rcquost  that  he  wouU 
recommend  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  I 
day  of  public  humiliation  and  prayer,  to  be  ob 
served,  by  supplicating  Almighty  God  for  th< 
8af(^ty,  peace,  and  welfare  of  these  States;''  thej 
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hrt  tppointed  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
H<Kue,  and  desire  the  concorrenee  of  the  Senate, 
ud  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  their  part 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
Rf«rred  the  bill  entitled  *' An  act  laying  duties 
tt  property  sold  at  auction,**  reported  amend- 
Dents,  which  were  adopted. 

O'^ed^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

foe  bill  ae&t  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
fet  ooncttrrenoe,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  make  further 
coapeDsation  ibr  the  services  of  the  late  Robert 
Forsyth,  Marshal  of  Georgia,"  was  read ;  and,  by 
uiiDimoiis  consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with, 
in  J  the  hill  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Tcsno,  Jacssok,  and  Kma,  to  consider  and  report 
tberton  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  V»i5G,  from  the  committee  on  the  bill  last 
DBBed,  reported  amendments,  which  were  read 
tad  adopted ;  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  rule 
Tss  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  disagreeing  to  sun- 
dry of  their  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  *'  An 
ict  hjiog  additional  duties  on  {^oods,  wares,  and 
oerchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
80  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels." 

On  motion  that  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
aaendments  disagreed  to,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Bmkedt  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  said 
taendments,  and  ask  a  conference  on  the  dis- 
ifreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  thereon;  and 
that  Messrs.  Gumn,  Kino,  and  Ellswokth,  be 
aaaagers  at  the  same  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in- 
formed the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the  pro- 
po^  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
tvo  Hoosei  on  the  bill  entitled  *'  An  act  laying  ad- 
tiooal  daties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
inported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  or  vessels,"  and  have  appointed  managers 
It  the  same  on  their  part 

The  bill  sent  frt>m  the  House  of  Representatives 
^  concorrenee,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  promote  the  progress 
of  U^ful  Arts* "  was  read ;  and,  by  unanimous 
ooQ&ent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill 
ns  Ttad  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
pQTTs,  BcBR,  and  Cabot,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Pons,  from  the  committee  on  the  bill  last 
Bentioned,  reported  amendments,  which  were  read 
>Bd  adopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
I^DKsiT  or  THB  UNfrBo  Statbs  : 

OtUUmeu  nfOu  SmaU,  and 

of  the  Houte  of  Repre9entative9 : 

I  lay  before  Congress  the  copy  of  a  Letter,  with  its 
Act^urast  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Minister 
l^^iputeoUary  of  his  Britannic  Miyesty,  it  being  an 
u^vrr  Ut  a  Letter  from  the  Minister  to  him,  bearing 
^  the  22d  ultimo,  and  already  communicated. 

6.  WASHINGTON. 

VstTU)  SrATBS,  June  4,  1794. 


The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  certain 
alterations  in  the  act  for  establishing  the  Judicial 
Courts,  and  altering  the  time  and  place  of  holding 
certain  Courts"  was  read  ;  and,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Orderedy  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
ViNiNO,  Martin,  and  Bbown,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  protection  of  the  Southwestern  frontier 
settlers,"  reported  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  en- 
titled '*  An  act  to  authorize  the  Pbbsidekt  or  tbb 
Unitbd  States,  during  the  recess  of  the  present 
Congress,  to  cause  tobe  built  a  number  of  vessels, 
to  be  equipped  as  galleys,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  amend  the 
act  entitled  *  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Continental 
Establishment,  to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands 
Wing  Northwest  of-  the  river  Ohio,  between  the 
Little  Miami  and  Sciota,"  reported  amendment!^ 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  War  do  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the 
number  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
now  actually  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  Military  Establishment 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  Inva- 
lids" was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


Thursday,  June  5. 

The  Prisidbnt  iaid  before  the  SeAate  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War, 
accompanying  a  statement  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  last  returns ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Martin,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  making  certain 
alterations  in  the  act  for  establishing  the  Judicial 
Courts,  and  altering  the  time  and  place  for  holding 
certain  Courts,"  reported  amendments,  which  were 
adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  en- 
titled '*  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  making 
I  further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
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rence  of  the  Senate ;  and  that  they  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas 
Reib,*^  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  en- 
able the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on 
Continental  Establishment  to  obtain  titles  to  certain 
lands  lying  Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio,  between 
the  Little  Miami  and  Sciota,' "  was  considered  and 
adopted. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  be  printed  as  it  is  reported 
to  be  amended. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  **  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  making 
further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States." 

Seiohed^  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  said 
amendment 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  they  have  passed  '*  a  re- 
solution directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make 
out  and  return  to  the  District  Judges  certain  lists 
in  the  cases  of  Invalid  Pensioners  ;**  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Resolved^  That  the  resolution  of  the  8d  instant, 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  close 
the  present  session  by  adjourning  their  respective 
Houses  on  this  day,  be  rescinded  ;  and  that,  mstead 
thereof,  they  be  authorized  to  adjourn  their  re- 
spective Houses  on  Monday,  the  0th  instant,  to 
meet  at  the  day  by  law  appointed. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
submitting  further  information  relative  to  the  re- 
cent events  upon  the  Southwestern  frontiers. 

The  Letter  and  communication  therein  referred 
to  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  protection  of  the  Southwestern  frontier 
settlers.*' 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee, 
so  far  as  that  the  three  first  sections  of  the  bill,  as 
it  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  be 
struck  out,  to  wit: 

"  Skc.  1.  Be  it  etiaeted  hy  the  Senate  and  ffotue  of 
Repretentaiives  of  the  United  Statet  of  Atnerica  in 
Congreu  attembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  out,  from 
time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require,  any  number  of 
militia  belonging  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  South  Ga* 
rolina,  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  or  the  Territory  South 
of  the  river  Ohio,  not  exceeding  iu  the  whole  ten  thou- 
sand, as  may  at  any  time  be,  by  him,  thought  necessary 
to  carry  on  offensive  operations  against  the  Creek  and 
Cherokee  Nations  or  Tribes  of  Indians:  Provided, 
That  the  militia  to  be  called  out  to  be  not  continued 
in  service  for  a  longer  term  than  six  months  at  any  one 
time. 

"  Sica  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  establish 
such  military  posts  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the 


permanent  security  of  the  Southwestern  frontier 
tiers ;  and  that  the  posts  so  to  be  established  chall 
guarded  by  troops  from  the  line  of  the  present  Mi  lit 
Establishment,  or  by  militia  from  the  States  and  1 
ritory  aforesaid,  as  the  President  may  judge  mo$t 
pedient ;  and  between  every  two  of  the  said  posts  tl 
shall  be  kept  up  a  constant  patrol  of  mounted  ran^ 
"  Saa  8.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  niii 
to  be  employed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall,  while  io 
vice,  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  rations,  pay, 
clothing,  or  money  in  lieu  thereof,  as  the  troops  no^ 
the  service  of  the  United  States  are  entitled  to :" 

It  passed  in  the  afSrmative— yeas  16,  nays  3,| 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bradford,  Brown,  Burr,  Cabot^ 
worth,  Foster,  Krelinghuysen,  Hawkins,  Henry.  Ki 
Livermore,  Morris,  Potts,  Ross,  Rutherfurd.  and  Vi  * 

NATa — Messrs.  Ounn,  Jackson,  and  Martin. 

On  motion  that  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
as  reported  by  the  committee,  and  agreed  to 
amended  in  Senate,  to  wit : 

"  Saa  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Eoutt  i 
Jtepresentativea  of  the  United  States  of  America  l 
Congress  4issembled,  That  the  President  of  the  Uniti 
States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  to  raise,  f| 
three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  within  the  Stats 
of  Qeorgia,  South  Carolina,  Norih  Carolina,  the  T<^ 
ritory  South  of  the  Ohio,  and  Virginia,  an  additiooi 
regiment  of  infantry,  consisting  of  one  thousand  ool 
hundred  and  forty  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri 
vates,  and  solely  to  appoint  tlie  commissioned  officer^ 
thereto,  and  organize  the  same  acoordinjf  to  the  preieni 
establishment :  Provided^  That  if  the  President  of  th^ 
United  States  shall  be  of  opinion  that  any  part  of  ih^ 
legion  now  in  service,  whether  officers  or  private«,cso 
without  detriment  to  the  public  service,  be  transfenvc 
and  constitute  a  part  of  tne  regiment  herein  provided 
he  be  authorized  to  make  such  transfer  :*' 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  4,  u 
follows : 

Teas. — Messra  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster 
Frelioghuysen,  Ounn,  Henry,  Jackson,  King,  liver 
more,  Morris,  Potts,  and  Rutherfurd. 

NAva — Messra  Brown,  Burr,  Martin,  and  Ross. 

On  motion,  the  blank  in  the  second  section  re 
ported  by  the  committee  was  filled  with  **  twenty/ 
and  the  section  adopted  as  follows : 

"  Saa  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  non-com 
missioned  officers,  privates,  and  musicians  of  tlie  said 
regiment  shall  receive  as  a  bounty  after  their  enli!»t 
ment  the  sum  of  twentg  dollars,  aud  that  they,  togeihet 
with  the  commissioned  officers,  shall  receive  the  Mtnu 
pay  and  allowances,  in  all  respects,  and  be  govemec 
by  the  same  Rules  and  Articles  of  War,  as  the  otbei 
troops  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  commit 
tee,  of  a  section  as  follows  : 

"  Saa  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorize^ 
to  establish  such  military  posts  without  the  jurisidictior 
of  any  individual  State  or  the  Territory  aforcsAiii 
aa  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  permanent  sccuritj 
of  the  Southwestern  frontiers,  and  that  the  said  po5ti 
shall  be  guarded  by  troope  on  the  establishment  or  bj 
the  militia." 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
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On  motion,  the  Senate  agreed  to  adopt  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  a  fourth  and  fifth  section 
to  the  bill,  as  follows : 

*SBa  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That,  whenever 
the  United  States  shall  be  invaded^  or  in  imminent 
danger  of  mvasiaD  from  any  Nation  or  Tribe  of  In- 
imt^  it  tball  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  IToited 
States  to  call  forth  such  number  of  the  militia  of  the 
Sute  or  States  most  convenient  to  the  place  of  danger 
or  scene  of  action  as  he  may  judge  neoedsary  to  repel 
sodi  invsaioo,  and  to  issue  his  orders  fur  that  purpose 
to  luch  officer  or  officers  of  the  militia  as  he  shall  think 
proper. 

"Sic.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  militia 
to  be  employed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall,  while  in  ser- 
Tiee,  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  rations,  pay,  and 
cbtbing,  or  money  in  lieu  thereof  as  the  troops  now  in 
tbe  service  of  the  United  States  are  entitled  to :" 

Oa  motion  to  ezponge  tlie  6th  aecUon  reported 
bj  the  committee,  as  follows : 

"Sicft.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  per- 
nu  Yho  shall  be  assembled  or  embodied  in  arms  upon 
tnj  Und  belonging  to  Indians  out  of  the  ordinary 
johidiction  of  any  State  or  the  Territory  aforesaid,  for 
ibe  purpose  or  with  the  intent  of  warring  against  the 
biliaoi,  or  of  cammitting  depredations  on  any  Indian 
tovQ,  or  person,  or  property,  shall  thereby  become  sub- 
j«a  to  the  Rules  ana  Articles  of  War,  which  are,  or  shall 
be  establislied  for  the  government  of  the  troops  of  the 
Uoited  States :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nays  10,  as 
fellows : 

Yuui— Messra  Burr,  Frelinghuysen,  Ounn,  Henry, 
Jickauo,  Martin,  and  Ross. 

NiT$.~Me9srs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Hawkioa,  King,  Livermore,  Morris,  Potts,  and  Vining. 

Od  motion  to  agree  to  a  7th  section,  reported  by 
the  committee,  as  follows : 

"Sk.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the  Pre- 
B<kot  of  the  United  States  shall  deem  the  same  oon- 
dodre  to  the  good  of  the  public  service,  he  be,  and 
bereby  is,  authorised  to  appoint  a  Major  Oeneral  to  com- 
Bttod  the  tfoops  authorised  by  this  act,  who  shall  re- 
aivethe  same  pay  and  allowances  as  are  granted  to  a 
Major  General  by  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  uct  for  making 
farther  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreHentatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  they  have  passed  a  bi\l, 
entitled  ^  An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limit- 
ed lime,  the  act  supplementary  to  *  The  act  for  the 
establishment  and  support  of  li^ht-houses,  bea- 
eonsi, baoys,  and  public  piers;*"  nud  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  ascertain  the  fees  in 
Admimlty  proceedings  in  the  Dirttrict  Courts  of  the 
Uaited  States  and  for  other  purposes  ;*  "^  in  which 
seteral  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.    They  insist  on  one  and  recede  from  other 
unendments  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  on  the 
bill,  entitl^  **  An  act  laying  additional  duties  on 
ffoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
Uaited  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or 
Teasels." 


Mr.  GuNN  reported,  from  the  managers  at  the 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses,  on  the  bill,  entitled  "«  An  act  laying  addi- 
tiounl  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  or  vessels."    Whereupon, 

Begolved,  That  the  Senate  ao  far  recede  from 
their  amendment  to  the  first  section,  as  that  the 
duty  on  coal  stand  at  one  half  cent  per  bushel. 

They  also  recede  from  their  last  amendment  to 
the  first  section,  which  wuKto  strike  out  the  words 
•*  except  window  glass.">/ 


Fbidat,  June  6. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  protection  of  the  Southwestern  frontier 
settlers,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent, 
to  strike  out  these  words  from  the  second  section 
reported  by  the  committee,  to  wit :  **  after  their  en- 
listment." 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  farther  to  amend  the 
second  section  report^  by  the  committee,  by  in- 
serting  these  words  after  **  dollars :"  **  one-half  to 
be  paid  immediately  after  enlistment',  the  other  half 
at  the  end  of  three  months  thereafter." 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  further  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  Tourth  section  reported  by 
the  committee. 
Beaohed,  That  Uiis  bill  paas  with  amendments. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  resolv- 
ed, that  the  Committee  of  Enrolments  be  author- 
ized to  amend  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  laying 
additional  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,"  by  striking  out 
the  word  **  next,"  in  the  first  section,  nnd,  in 
lieu  thereof,  inserting  the  word  ''insUnt;"  also, 
by  making  a  corresponding  alteration  throughout 
the  bill,  and  by  striking  out,  in  the  title  thereof, 
the  words  "  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ship  or  ves- 
sels;" and  that  the  enffrossed  bill  be  amended 
conformably  thereto ;  and  that  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate  be  requested,  by  message,  in  this  resolu- 
tion. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
last  mentioned,  and, 
Besohed,  That  they  do  concur  therein. 
Mr.  RuTHERFURD,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "^  An  act  for  deter- 
mining the  Northern  boundary  of  the  Territory 
ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  Sute  of  North 
Carolina,"  reported  that  the  bill  do  not  pass,  and 
the  report  was  adopted.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  not  concur  in  this 
bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  therewith. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  making 
certain  alterations  in  the  act  for  establishing  the 
Judicial  Courts,  and  altering  the  time  and  place  of 
holding  certain  Courts,"  was  read  a  third  time. 
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Oo  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  the  word 
**  Delaware**  from  the  second  section,  also  the  fol- 
lowing words  in  the  same  section,  **  and  in  Dels* 
ware  on  the  third  Monday  in  Jane." 

Also  to  add,  at  the  end  of  the  section, 

"  And  that  the  Oircait  Oourt  of  the  District  of  De- 
laware hereafter  commence  on  the  second  Monday  in 
June,  instead  of  the  27tb  day  of  April ;  aoy  Uw  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.** 

Also,  to  amend  the  3d  and  4th  sections  of  the  bill* 

BewlvediThhi  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *^  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Nicholas  Reib,**  was  read ;  and,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  second  and  thiid  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represents^ 
fives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  continue 
in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  act  entitled  **  An 
act  to  ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings 
in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,**  was  read. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  second 
time  ?  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Orderedj  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  do  not  concur 
in  this  bill. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'An  act  to  continue  in 
force  for  a  limited  time,  **•  The  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  for  the  establishment  and  support  of 
light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,**  was 
read ;  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  rule  was  dis- 
pensed with,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  have  at 
this  time  a  second  and  third  reading. 

Retohedy  That  this  bill  pass. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled '  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of 
Useful  Arts,***  was  read  tlie  third  time. 

Buohedt  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence, entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  *  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  yir|[inia  line,  on  Continental  Establishment 
to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  Iving  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miami  and 
Sciota,**  was  read  the  third  time. 

Buohed^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  providing  for  the 
payment  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  due  to  the 
French  Republic,**  reported  that  the  bill  do  not  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  for  consideration, 
and  that  in  the  mean  time  it  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled,  ^An  act  concerning  In- 
valids,** was  read  the  second  time;  and  it  was 
agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  dispense  with 
the  rule,  and  that  this  bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

The  resolution  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  **  directing  the  Secre- 
tary at  War  to  make  out  and  return  to  the  Dis- 


trict Judges  certain  lists  in  the  eases  of  Invalti 
Pensioners,**  was  read. 

JReeolved,  That  this  resolution  pass  with  amend 
roenta. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passe 
the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorize  tiie  aettU 
ment  of  the  claims  of  Griffith  Jones,  Samuel  Pric 
leau,  and  John  R.  Uvingston,  agMinst  the  Unite 
States,**  and  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  declaring  th 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Md 
ryland,  passed  the  twenty-eighth  of  Decembei 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetv-ihree,  fu 
the  appointment  of  a  health  officer;  in  whici 
several  bills  they  desire  the  concurreDce  of  tb 
Senate. 

The  bill  laat  mentioned  was  read,  and  the  nil 
was,  by  unanimous  consent,  dispensed  with,  an 
the  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  t 
Messrs.  Potts,  Morris,  and  Gunn,  to  consider  an 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatire 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  th| 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  Griffith  Jones,  Sama^ 
Prioleau,  and  John  R.  Livingston,  against  tbi 
United  Stiites,**  was  read. 

Eetohed,  That  the  further  consideration  of  (bii 
bill  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Congresa 

The  petition  of  George  Nixon  and  others,  clcrkt 
in  the  Auditor*s  office,  praying  an  increase  of  com 
pensation,  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ells 
WORTH,  LivERMORE,  and  Morris,  to  consider  ani 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representative! 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  laying  duties  ofl 
property  sold  at  auction,**  was  read  the  thira 
time. 

Iteeohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 


Saturday,  June  7. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representttires 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  pa»9ed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  net  making  appropriations  for 
certain  purposes  therein  expressed  ;**  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Potts,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wis 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Ms- 
ryland,  passed  the  twenty-eisfhth  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  ^nd  ninety- three,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  health  officer,**  reported 
amendments,  which  were  read  and  adopted ;  and  it 
was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  dispense 
with  the  rule,  and  that  this  bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time. 

Beeohed,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  disiigree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the 
Southwestern  frontier  settlers.** 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolation 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  amendments 
to  the  said  bill,  and 

Revived,  That  they  imist  on  their  amendments 
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to  Slid  bill,  and  thmt  a  oofiferenoe  be  desired  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  And  that 
Messre.  King,  Bllbitobth,  and  Pons,  be  managers 
at  the  same  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  fipom  the  House  of  Representatives 
infonned  the  Senate,  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
proposed  conference,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
th€  two  Houses,  on  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for 
the  more  effectual  protection  of  the  Southwestern 
frootier  settlers,^^  and  have  appointed  managers  at 
the  same  on  their  i>art 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  making  appro- 
priatiofis  for  certain  purposes  therein  expressed ;" 
vu  read;  and  it  was  agreed  to  dispense  with 
the  mie,  and  that  this  bill  be^now  read  the  second 
time. 

Ordendf  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Cabot,  Ross,  and  Ellsworth,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  providing  for  the 
pajment  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  due  to  the 
French  Republic,"  was  read,  as  follows : 

"It  appeara,  by  a  statement  of  the  account  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  reported  to  the  House  of 
Bepreaentatives,  that^  according  to  the  view  which  is 
eotertaiDed  at  the  Trea.<«ury  of  mat  account,  the  United 
StAtea,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1794,  were  in  advance 
to  France  the  sum  of  two  millions  one  knndred  eleven 
tbiwsand  aotl  eighty-six  livres  tournois  and  five  deniers 
(being  1383,1 62  1 1  ^  bevond  the  instalments  of  principal 
ud  ail  interest  which  nad  accrued  to  that  period. 

'It  further  appears,  upon  inquiry  at  thu  TreafHry, 
that,  since  that  period,  there  has  been  advanced  «>n  ac- 
eoont  of  oar  Debt  to  France  the  further  sam  of  peventy- 
eae  thouaand  two  hundred  and  forty-two  dnlars  Aod 
o^ty-ooe  eoota 

*  And  il  appearsi,  likewise,  from  the  papers  referred 
to  the  ooromittee,  that  the  President  hai  prosiised  fur- 
ther pajmeot  upoo  the  same  account  o^  1,500.000  livres 
00  the  third  of  September  next,  and  0/1,000,000  of  livres 
« the  6ih  of  November  next,  making  together  458,760 
dulUra,  wbidi  payments,  it  is  understood,  nuiy  be  an- 
tictpsted  at  the  Bank  of  the  tJiTtted  States,  in  the  pn>- 
portioDs  and  at  the  epochs  vhich  are  desired  by  the 
ami«ter  of  the  French  Republic 

"These  sums  embrace  all  the  parts  of  principal  which. 
hjr  eootract,  would  become  payable  to  France  during 
the  year  1794;  beyond  whiWi,  were  there  no  anticipa- 
tiooa,  nothing  would  be  demaodable  during  the  pre;<ent 
yor  but  the  interest  on  the  balance  of  the  entire  Debt, 
vhicb  baUnoe,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1794,  is 
QuQpQted  at  the  Treasury  at  $2,611,587  88;  whence 
it  results  that  the  payments  which  have  been  made,  and 
ogijjred  to  be  made,  exceed  those  which  by  Uie  terms 
of  ooatract  could  be  demanded. 

"This  being  the  case,  and  the  Loan  in  (question 
liaTing  been  in  its  origin  specifically  appropriated  to 
the  porpiMe  of  the  Sinking  Fund  ; 

*  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  it  is  not  ad- 
viable  to  divert  it  from  its  deMtination,  as  is  proposed 
W  (be  bill  referred  to  them ;  and  consequently,  that 
the  bill  should  not  poaa" 

Oq  motion.  It  was  agreed  to  adopt  the  report  of 
the  committee. 
On  motion,  that  the  bill  last  reported  on  be  con- 
So  Coji.. 


sidered  in  paragraphs,  it  passed  in  the  negativt 
yeas  7,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

YxAS. — Messrs.  Brown,  Burr,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Jack- 
son, Martin,  and  Rosa. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellaworth,  Foster, 
Frelinghuysen,  Gunn,  King,  Livermore,  Morris,  Potta^ 
Rutherfurd,  and  Viuing. 

And  60  the  bill  was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  "  resolve  directing  the  respective  Clerks  of  the 
DisbHct  Courts  of  the  United  States  to.  return 
copies  of  the  tables  of  fees  payable  in  the  Supreme 
or  Superior  Court  of  the  State  in  which  he  resides, 
to  the  Attorney  General  ;**  in  which  they  desbe  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolve  last  brought  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence  vas  read. 

BmoU^^  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making 
an  extra  allowance  to  certain  clerks  in  the  public 
offices,  and  to  the  widows  and  families  of  certain 
deceased  clerks."  They  have  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  join  such  committee  as  shall  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Pkesiuent 
o»  THP  ONireD  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  pro- 
pose^C  recess  of  Congress. 

f  he  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
yesolution  last  mentioned ;  and, 

£Se9ohedj  That  they  do  concur  therein,  and  that 
Messrs.  Vinivo  and  Kino  be  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  making  an  extra 
allowance  to  certain  clerks  in  the  public  ofRoes,  and 
to  the  widows  and  families  of  certain  deceased 
clerks,"  was  read ;  and  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimoua 
consent,  to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that  .the 
bill  be  now  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ross,  Bkadpokd,  and  MoKais,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  committee  last  mentioned, 
reported  that  the  consideration  of  this  bill  be  post* 
poned  until  the  next  session  of  Congress ;  and  the 
report  was  adopted.     Whereupon, 

Re$oh€Hy  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Nixon  and 
others,  clerks  in  the  Auditor^s  office,  reported  a  bill, 
which  was  read,  and  the  rule  was  dispensed  with 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
second  time. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  bill  it  passed  in  the 
negative,  and  the  bill  being  read  by  paragraphs,  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives agree  to  some  amendments,  agree  to  some 
amendments  with  amendments,  and  disagree  to 
other  amendments,  of  the  Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  making  certain  alterations  in  the  act  for 
establishing  the  Judicial  Courts,  and  altering  the 
time  and  place  of  holding  certain  Courts." 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  bill  last 
mentioned;  and 

ReBohed,  That  they  agree  to  the  amendments  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  their  amendments, 
and  recede  from  their  own  amendments  to  the 
fourth  section  of  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  ViMiNO  reported,  from  the  Joint  committee, 
that  thej  had  waited  on  the  PassiDSNT  of  the 
Umitbd  States,  and  acquainted  him  with  the  in- 
tended recess  of  Congress  on  the  9th  instant 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  managers  at  the  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
biH,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  pro- 
tection of  the  Southwestern  frontier  settlers,"  re- 
ported that  they  could  come  to  no  agreement  with 
the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. 

A  message  from  tho  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  adhere  to 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual protection  of  the  Southwestern  frontier 
settlers.'^ 

Sesolved^  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

So  the  bill  was  lost 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  certain  purposes  therein  expressed," 
reported  that  the  bill  pass  without  amendment; 
which  report  was  adopted ;  and,  the  bill  being  read 
in  paragraphs,  it  was  ordered  to  a  a  third  reading. 

Monday,  June  9. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was,  by  unanimous  consent, 
dispensed  with,  and  Mr.  Kino  obtained  permission 
tQ  introduce  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection 
of  the  Southwestern  frontiers ;  and  the  bill  had  its 
first  and  second  reading. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  section  of 
the  bill,  which  is  as  follows : 

**B€  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repre- 
ienUUiveM  of  the  United  Statet  of  America  in  Conaretn 
M9emhledy  That,  unless  it  shall  be  the  opinioD  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  that  a  regiment  of  the 
troops  heretofore  authorized  to  be  raised,  may,  consist- 
ently with  the  good  of  the  public  service,  be  employed 
lor  the  protection  of  the  Southwestern  frontier,  he  be, 
and  hereby  i^  authorized  to  c&ose  to  be  raised  for  three 
years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  within  the  States  of 
Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  the  Territory 
South  of  the  Ohio,  and  the  State  of  Virginia,  an  addi- 
tional regiment  of  infantry,  consisting  of  xuie  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
sicians and  private^  «nd  solely  to  appoint  the  commis- 
sioned officers  therei)f,  and  to  organize  the  same  accord- 
ing to  the  present  Military  Establishment  :** 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  15,  nays  4^  as 
follows : 

TaAa^Mesars.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Frelinghuysen,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Jackson,  King, 
Livermore,  Morris,  Potte^  Rutherfurd,  and  Vining. 

NAia — Messrs.  Brown,  Burr,  Martin,  and  Ross. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Jackson,  to  postpone  the 
last  section  of  the  bill,  which  is  as  follows : 


*<  And  he  it  fuirther  enacted^  That  all  persons  who 
shall  be  assembled  or  embodied  in  arms,  upon  any  land 
belonging  to  Indians,  out  of  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of 
any  State,  or  of  the  said  Territory  South  of  the  Ohio, 
for  the  purpose  of  warring  against  the  Indiana,  or  of 
committing  depredations  upon  any  Indian  town,  or  per- 
sons or  property,  shall  thereby  become  liable  and  sub- 
ject to  t  he  Kules  and  Artides  of  War  which  are,  or  shall 
be  established  for  the  government  of  the  truups  of  the 
United  SUtes," 

For  the  purpose  of  substituting  the  following : 

**  Andhe  it  furth*r  enacted^  That  any  militia  officer 
of  the  United  States,  or  either  of  the  States,  conducting, 
autlioriainff,  or  attending,  any  expedition  over  the  pre- 
sent boundary  line  between  the  respective  Statf«  and 
any  Indian  tribe  or  nation,  except  in  the  pursuit  of  par- 
ties of  Indians  who  may  commit  depredations  oa  the 
persons  or  property  of  the  citizens  of  tiie  United  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking  their  Indian  towns,  or  de- 
stroving  their  persons,  or  to  commit  other  depredations 
on  their  rights,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  pains  or  penal- 
ties the  law  of  the  United  States  now  subjects  hxm  to, 
be  liable  to  a  trial  by  a  General  Court-martial,  to  be  or- 
dered by  the  Executive  of  the  State  or  Territory  to 
which  such  officer  shall  belong,  and  whose  duty  it  is 
hereby  declared  to  be,  to  order  such  Court-roariial,and 
shall,  if  found  guilty  thereof,  be  cashiered,  and  be  for- 
ever thereafter  disqualified  from  holding  any  commii- 
sion  in  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  or  of  either  of 
the  States." 


It  passed 
follows : 


in  the  negative — yeas  8,  najs  11»  as 


TxAS. — Messrs.  Brown,  Biirr,  Frelinghuysen,  Gunn, 
H«nry,  Jackson,  Martin,  and  Ross. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Hawkins,  King,  Livermore,  Morris,  Potts,  Rutherfurd, 
and  ViniDg. 

On  moUon  that  this  bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bUl  for  the  further  compensation  of  clerks  in 
the  Auditor's  office,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  se^t  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  cert&in  purposes  therein  expressed, '^ 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  to  rescind  the  resolution  of  both 
Houses,  that  Congress  adjourn  on  this  daj,  and  to 
agree  to  adjourn  on  Wednesday  next,  it  passed  in 
the  negative. 

The  PRBsmiNT  laid  befbre  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  with  his 
specie  account  for  the  quarter  ending  the  S  1st  of 
March  last ;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House,  having  finished 
the  business  of  the  session,  are  about  to  adjourn. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  Uoxse  ol 
Representatives,  that  the  Senate  likewise,  having 
finished  the  business  of  the  session,  are  about  to 
adjourn  ;  and  he,  having  reported  that  he  had  de^ 
livered  the  message,  the  Presidbnt  of  the  Senate, 
conformably  to  the  resolution  of  the  6th  instant, 
adjourned  the  Senate  to  the  day  appointed  by  la^ 
for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 


PROCEEDINGS   AND   DEBATES 
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HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES    OF   THE   UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  FIRST  SESSIOIT  OF  THE  THIRD  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  THE  CITY  OF 

PHILADELPHIA,  DECEMBER  2,  1798. 


MohdaV,  December  2,  1793. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  Constitu- 
tian  for  ihe  meeting  of  the  present  Congress,  the 
following  members  appeared  and  took  their  seats : 

Drom  Nem  Mamp§kire. — Nicbolas  Gilhan, 
John  S.  Sbbrbubnb,  Jbrbmiah  Smith,  and  Painb 
WuroATi. 

Fnm  Masaaehtuettt. — Shbarjasrub  Bourkk, 
Datid  Cobb,  Hbicrt  DBARBoaif,»BKNJAMiN  Good- 
Bine,  Samuel  Holten,  William  Ltmak,  Theo- 
Doai  Sedowick,  Gbobqe  Thatcher,  and  Artbmas 
Ward. 

Fnm  Conneetieut — Amasa  Lbarmed,  Uriah 
Trackt,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  and  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth. 

From  Vermont. — Israel  Smith. 

From  New  York, — Theodorus  Bailet,  Eee- 
DiL  Gilbert,  Henrt  Glenn,  James  Gordon, 
Silas  Talbot,  John  E.  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van- 
Coktlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  and  John 
Watts. 

From  New  Jeney, — ^John  Beatty,  Elias  Bou- 
DMOT,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Abraham  Clark, 
*Bd  Johathan  Datton. 

FrQjn  Penn$yhania, — ^Jambs  Armstrono,  Wil- 
UAM  FiNDLET,  Thomas  Fitxsimons,  Andrew 
Gtioe,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Irvine,  John 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Frederick  Augustus  Muh- 
LESBEBC,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Thomas  Scott, 
AodJoHN  Smilie. 

From  Maryland, — George  Dent,  and  Samuel 
Smith. 

From  Virginia, — William  B.  Giles,  Carter 
B.  Habrison,  John  Heath,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
iAM£8  Madison,  Andrew  Moors,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Francis  Preston,  Ro- 
BUT  Rutherford,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Fran- 
cis Walker. 

From  Kenttuky, — Christopheb  Greenup. 

From  North  Carolina, — Thomas  Blount,  Wil- 
iJAx  Johnson  Dawson,  Matthew  Locke,  Na- 
tbakibl  Macon,  and  Alexander  Mebane. 

From  South  Carolina. — William  Sboth. 

From  Otoryia, — Abraham  Baldwin  and  Tho- 
mas P.  Cauies. 

A  quorum  of  the  members  being  present,  the 
Hoase  prcc3eded  to  ballot  for  a  Speaker,  when  it 
Appeared  that  Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg,  one  of 
the  members  from  Pennsylyania,   was   elected  ; 


whereupon  he  was  conducted  to  the  Chair,  and 
made  his  acknowledgments  to  the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner, 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Clerk,  when  John  Bbc^bt 
was  appointed. 

The  usual  oath  was  then  administered  to  the 
members. 

Messages  were  interchanged  between  the  two 
Houses,  announcing  their  formation  and  readiness 
to  proceed  to  business. 

Joseph  Wheaton  was  appointed  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  Gifford  Dally  as  Doorkeeper,  and  Thomas 
Claxton  as  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

A  joint  committee  was  appointed  by  the  two 
Houses  to  wait  on  the  President  op  the  United 
.States,  to  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  that  he  may  think  proper  to  make 
to  them. 

Resoltedy  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed,  one  by  each  House,  to 
interchange  weekly. 

Reeoh^  That  a  standing  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions be  appointed ;  also  a  committee  to  report 
rules  and  orders  of  proceeding. 


Tuesday,  December  8. 

Joseph  McDowell  and  Benjamin  Williabib, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  announced  their 
readiness  to  receive  the  communication  from  the 
pRBsiDEifT  OP  the  United  States.  The  Speaker 
and  members  withdrew  to  the  Senate  Chamber, 
where  the  President  attended  and  delivered  his 
Speech  to  the  two  Houses,  which  will  be  found  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  page  10. 

On  the  return  of  the  members,  the  Speech  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President, 
with  a  copy  of  his  Proclamation  and  of  the  Rules 
prescribed  by  him  for  the  government  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive OfiQcers  in  executing  the  Treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  Foreign  Powers,  referred  to 
in  the  Presidbrt's  Speech.  [For  copies  of  these 
papers,  see  the  Appendix.] 

The  Senate  informed  the  House  that  they  had 
appointed    the    Right   Reverend  Bishop  Whit 
Chaplain. 

And  the  House  proceeded  to  elect  their  C^ 
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lain.     The  Reverend  Ashbbl  Grbbn  was  their 
choice. 


Wednesday,  December  4. 

Peleo  CorriN,  jr.,  from  Massachusetts ;  Wil- 
liam MoNTOOMERT,  from  Pennsylvania ;  and  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  from  Maryland,  appeared, 
produced  their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats  in 
the  House ;  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  being  first  administered  to 
them  by  the  Speaker,  according  to  law. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the  President 
or  THE  United  States  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  Speech  under  consideration,  and  come  to  a 
resolution  thereupon ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Jt^hfd,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee that  a  respectful  Address  ought  to  be  pre- 
sented by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
President  or  the  United  States,  in  answer  to 
his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session,  containing  assurances 
that  this  House  will  take  into  consideration  the 
various  and  important  matters  recommended  to 
their  attention. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Madison,  Sedgwick, 
Watts,  Hartley,  and  Samuel  Smith,  be  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  prepare  an  Address  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution. 

Reeolted^  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow, 
again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  said  Speech. 

A  petition  of  Henry  Latimer,  of  the  State  of 
Delaware,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return  of 
John  Patton,  to  serve  as  a  member  of  this  House 
for  the  said  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

TREATY  WITH  THE  INDIANa 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  War 
Department,  consisting  of  a  copy  of  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  the  Commissioners  for  treating  with 
the  Indians  North  of  the  Ohio ;  the  Journal  of  those 
Commissioners,  and  a  list  of  the  officers  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

Some  objection  was  at  first  made  to  reading  the 
two  first  communications,  but  was  afterwards 
waived. 

The  instructions  were  then  read.  They  pre- 
mise, that  it  appears  a  great  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  are  averse  to  the  Indian 
war,  and  wish  for  peace  with  the  savages  if  it  can 
be  obtained  on  just  and  honorable  terms.  They 
contemplate  the  treaty  at  Fort  Harmar  as  valid, 
and  the  sales  made  there,  good.  They  propose 
offering  the  hostile  Indians,  if  they  should  come  to 
terms  of  accommodation,  the  guarantee  of  the 
United  States  against  any  impositions  of  her  citi- 
zens. The  Commissioners  were  empowered  to 
promise  $50,000  worth  of  goods,  and  an  annual 


present  of  $10,000,  if  the  hostile  tribes  should  agree 
to  terms.  They  were  instructed  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  a  confederacy  of  the  Indians ;  to  secure 
and  explain  the  nature  of  our  right  of  pre-empUon 
to  their  lands,  and  to  admit  no  British  agents  to 
the  treaty  as  mediators ;  they  might,  however,  at- 
tend the  treaty  as  spectators,  as  the  United  States, 
wishing  to  deal  fairly  with  the  Indian  trib^,  and 
secure  an  honorable  peace,  did  not  care  who  wit- 
nessed the  transaction. 

Some  objections  were  started  to  reading  the 
Journal  with  open  galleries  until  the  nature  of  it 
was  known.  After  a  short  conversation  upon  the 
propriety  of  reading  it  privately,  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ was  made  and  carried. 


Thursday,  December  6. 

Fisher  Ames  and  Dwigbt  Foster,  from  Massa- 
chusetts; and  Nathaniel  Niles,  from  Vermont, 
appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and  took  their 
seats. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers 
communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  yesterday, 
and  went  tiirpugh»the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  papers  be  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  House  of  Representativee  : 

As  the  present  siCuation  of  the  several  Nations  of 
Europe,  and  especially  of  those  with  which  the  United 
States  have  important  relations,  cannot  but  render  the 
state  of  things,  between  them  and  us,  matter  of  inte- 
resting inquiry  to  the  Legislature,  and  may,  iodeed, 
give  nse  to  deliberations  to  which  they  alone  are  com- 
petent, I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  oommuntcate  to 
them  certain  correspondences  which  have  talien  place. 

The  Representative  and  Executive  bodies  of  France 
have  manifested,  generally,  a  friendly  attachment  to 
this  country  ;  have  given  advantages  to  our  commerce 
and  navigation,  and  have  made  overtures  §6r  placing 
these  advantages  on  permanent  ground ;  a  decree,  how- 
ever, of  the  National  Assembly,  subjecting  veaeels 
laden  with  provisions  to  be  carried  int(»  their  ports,  and 
making  enemy-goods  lawful  prize,  in  the  vessel  of  a 
friend,  contrary  to  our  treaty,  though  revoked  at  one 
time,  as  to  the  United  States,  has  been  since  extended 
to  their  vea«els  also,  as  has  been  recently  stated  to  us. 
Representations  an  this  subject  will  be  immediately 
given  in  chart^e  to  our  Minister  there,  and  the  result 
shall  be  communicated  to  the  Legis^lature. 

It  is  with  extreme  concern  I  have  to  inform  you,  that 
the  proceedings  of  the  person  whom  they  have  uofurtu- 
nateiy  appointetl  their  Minister  Plenipotentiary  here, 
have  breathed  nothing  of  the  friendly  spirit  of  the  Na- 
tion which  sent  him  ;  their  tendency,  on  the  contrary. 
has  been  to  involve  us  in  war  abroad,  and  diM^rd  and 
anarchy  at  home.  So  far  as  his  acts,  or  those  of  his 
agents,  have  threatened  our  immediate  commitment 
in  the  war,  or  flagrant  insult  to  the  authority  of  the 
laws,  their  eflTect  has  been  counteracted  by  the  ordi- 
nary cognizance  of  the  laws,  and  by  an  exertion  of  the 
powers  confided  to  me.  Where  their  danger  was 
not  imminent,  they  have  been  borne  with,  from  senti- 
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]D€Qtt  of  regard  to  hi«  Natioa ;  froni  a  aense  of  their 
friendship  tovardi  as ;  from  a  conviction  that  ther  would 
not  foffer  us  to  remain  long  exposed  to  the  action  of  a 
person  who  has  so  little  respected  our  mutual  disposi- 
tioos ;  and  I  will  add,  from  a  reliance  on  the  firmness 
of  mj  Mow<-citiiens,  in  their  principles  of  peace  and 
order.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  respected  and  pursued 
the  supulatioiia  of  our  treaties  according  to  what  I  judfred 
their  true  sense :  and  have  withheld  no  act  of  friendship 
vhtch  their  affsira  have  called  for  from  us,  and  whicn 
justice  to  others  left  us  free  to  perform.  I  have  gone 
farther.  Rather  than  emploj  force  for  the  restitution 
of  certain  vessels  which  I  deemed  the  United  States 
boQfld  to  restore^  I  thought  it  more  advisable  to  satisf/ 
the  parties,  bj  avowing  it  to  be  raj  opinion,  that,  if  re- 
ititution  were  not  made,  it  would  be  incumbent  on  the 
United  States  to  make  compensation.  The  papers  now 
communicated  will  more  particularly  appnxe  you  of 
these  transactiona. 

The  vexatioos  and  ipoliatious  understood  to  have 
heen  committed  ou  our  vessels  and  commerce,  by  the 
cruisers  and  officers  of  some  of  the  belligerent  Powers, 
appeared  to  require  attentioa  Tlie  proofs  of  these,  bow- 
ever,  not  having  been  brought  forward,  the  description 
of  dtisens  supposed  to  have  suffered,  were  notified  that, 
00  ramishing  them  to  the  Executive,  due  measures 
would  be  taken  to  obtain  redress  of  the  past,  and  more 
elfectoal  proviaions  against  the  future.  Should  such 
<l<KQineats  be  famiahed,  proper  representations  will  be 
Bt^de  thereon,  with  a  just  reliance  on  a  redress  propor- 
tiooed  to  the  exigency  of  the  case. 

The  British  Qovernment  having  undertaken,  by  or- 
ders of  the  Coramaoders  of  their  armed  vessels,  to  re- 
*^sia,  generally,  our  commerce,  in  corn  and  other  pro- 
▼i»NL^  to  their  own  ports  and  those  of  their  friends,  the 
instructions  now  communicated  were  immediately  for- 
warded to  our  Miuister  at  that  Court.  In  the  mean 
time,  some  discussions  on  the  subject  took  place  between 
hun  sod  them ;  these  are  also  laid  before  you  ;  and  I 
puj  expect  to  learn  the  result  of  his  special  instructions, 
IB  time  to  make  it  known  to  the  Legislature  during 
their  preMnt  session. 

Very  early  after  the  arrival  of  a  British  Minister  here, 
oiBtiial  explanations  on  the  inexecutlon  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  were  entered  into  with  that  Minister ;  these 
are  nov  laid  before  you  for  your  information. 

Oa  the  sab)ects  of  mutual  interest  between  this  coun- 
try sad  Spain,  negotiations  and  conferences  are  now  de- 
psading.  The  public  good  requiring  that  the  present 
•t^  of  these  should  be  made  known  to  the  Legisla- 
<we,  u  eomjidemee  only,  they  shall  be  the  subject  of  a 
ieparate  and  aabseqaent  communication. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
UimiD  Sransk  December  5, 1798. 

The  Pruidbrt  sent,  also,  a  copy  of  the  report 
w  the  late  Commissioners  for  settling  accounts 
between  the  United  SUtes  and  individual  States, 
^ng  the  balances  due  to  and  from  the  respectiye 

States. 

The  Message  and  Communications  from  the 
PiuiDiirr  were  partly  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

^.  MADiaoN,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
PJ^nted  an  address  to  the  Pkisidsnt  of  the 
^wm  Statcs,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 


FaiDAT,  December  6. 

Jambs  HaLHouss,  from  Connecticut,  and  Josiah 
Pabkkb,  from  Virginia,  appeared  and  took  their 
seats. 

Mr.  William  SMrrH,  from  the  Standing  Com 
mittee  of  Elections,  reported  that  the  Committee 
had,  in  part,  examined  the  certificates  and  other 
credentials  of  the  members  returned  to  serve  in 
this  House,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  credentials 
of  the  following  members  are  sufficient  to  entitle  them 
to  take  their  seats,  in  the  House,  to  wit : 

[After  enumerating  the  names  of  the  members 
whose  credentials  were  examined,  the  report  oon- 
olades :] 

"  Tour  Committee  further  report  that,  in  the  case  of 
John  PA-rroir,  returned  as  a  member  for  the  State  of 
Delaware,  the  Executive  of  the  said  State  have,  together 
with  the  return,  transmitted  a  protest,  made  to  them 
by  Henrv  Latimer,  of  the  said  State,  against  the  return 
of  the  said  John  Patton." 

Ordered^  That  the  said  report  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Address  to  the  Presi- 
dent or  THE  UNrncD  States,  in  answer  to  his 
Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  Address 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Hesolved,  unanimously^  That  this  House  doth 
agree  to  the  said  Address,  in  the  words  following : 

Sia :  The  Representatives  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  in  meeting  you  for  the  first  time  since  you  have 
been  again  called,  by  an  unanimous  suffrage,  to  your 
present  station,  find  an  occasion,  which  they  embrace 
with  no  less  sincerity  than  promptitude,  for  expressing 
to  you  their  congratulations  on  so  distinguishea  a  testi- 
mony of  public  approbation,  and  their  entire  confidence 
in  the  purity  and  patriotism  of  the  motives  which  have 

froduced  this  obeaieuce  to  the  voice  of  vour  country. 
t  is  to  virtues  which  have  commanded  long  and  uni- 
versal reverence,  and  services  from  which  have  flowed 
great  and  lasting  benefits,  that  the  tribute  of  praise  may 
JM  paid  without  the  reproach  of  flattery :  and  it  ia  from 
the  same  sources  that  the  fairest  anticipations  may  be 
derived  in  ftivor  of  the  public  happiness. 

The  United  States  having  taken  no  part  in  the  war 
which  had  embraced  in  Europe  the  Powers  with  whom 
they  have  the  most  extensive  relations,  the  maintenance 
of  peace  was  justly  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
important  duties  of  the  Magistrate  charged  with  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  laws.  We  accordingly  wit- 
ness, with  approbation  and  pleasure,  the  vigilance  with 
which  you  have  guarded  against  an  interruption  of  that 
blessing,  by  your  Proclamation,  admonishing  our  citi- 
zens of  the  consequences  of  illicit  or  hostile  acts  towards 
the  belligerent,  parties ;  and  promoting,  by  a  declaration 
of  the  existing  legal  state  of  things,  an  easier  admission 
of  our  right  to  the  immunities  belonging  to  our  situa- 
tion. 

The  connexion  of  the  United  States  with  Europe  has 
evidently  become  extremely  interesting.  The  commu- 
nications which  remain  to  be  exhibited  to  ua  will,  no 
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doubt,  assist  in  giying:  us  a  fuller  view  of  the  subject, 
aod  in  guiding  our  deliberatioos  to  such  results  as  may 
oomport  with  the  rights  and  true  interests  of  our  country. 

We  learn,  with  deep  regret,  that  the  measures,  dic- 
tated by  a  love  of  peace,  for  obtaining  an  amicable  ter- 
mination of  the  afflicting  war  on  our  frontiers,  have 
been  frustrated,  and  that  a  resort  to  offensive  measures 
should  have  again  become  necessary.  As  the  latter, 
however,  must  be  rendered  more  satisfiictory,  in  propor- 
tion to  tlie  solicitude  for  peace,  manifested  by  the  former, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  be  pursued  under  the  better 
auspices,  on  that  account,  and  be  finally  crowned  with 
more  happy  success. 

In  relation  to  the  particular  tribe  of  Indians  against 
whom  offensive  measures  have  been  prohibited,  as  well 
as  00  all  the  other  important  subjects  which  you  have 
presented  to  our  view,  we  shall  bestow  the  attention 
which  they  claim.  Wc  cannot,  however,  refrain,  at 
this  time,  from  particularly  expressing  our  concurrence 
in  your  anxiety  for  the  regular  discharge  of  the  Public 
Debts,  as  fast  as  circumstances  aod  events  will  permit, 
and,  in  the  policy  of  removing  any  impediments  that 
may  be  found  in  the  way  of  a  faithful  representation  of 
public  proceedings  throughout  the  United  States,  being 
persuaded,  with  you,  that  on  no  subject  more  than  the 
former  can  delay  be  more  injurious,  or  an  economy  of 
time  more  valuable;  and  that,  with  respect  to  tlie  latter, 
no  resource  is  so  firm  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  as  the  affections  of  the  people,  guided  by  an  en- 
lightened policy. 

Throughout  our  deliberations  we  shall  endeavor  to 
cherish  every  sentiment  which  may  contribute  to  render 
them  conducive  to  the  dignity  as  well  as  to  the  welfare 
of  the  United  States.    And  we  join  with  yon  in  im- 

Slorinff  that  Being,  on  whose  will  the  fate  of  nations 
epends,  to  crown  with  success  our  mutual  endeavors. 

JSesohed,  That  Mr.  Speakbr,  attended  by  the 
House,  do  present  the  said  Address,  and  that  Mr. 
Madison,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  and  Mr.  Hartlet,  be 
a  committee  to  watt  on  the  President,  to  know 
when  and  where  it  will  be  conyenient  for  him  to 
receive  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Henry  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the 
State  of  New  Tork,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and 
return  of  John  £.  Van  Allen,  to  serve  as  a  member 
of  this  House  for  the  said  SUte. 

Ordered,  .Thtit  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Message 
and  communications  received  yesterday  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States,  and  made  a 
further  progress  therein. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  op  the  United  States, 
to  know  when  and  where  it  will  be  convenient 
for  him  to  receive  the  Address  of  this  House,  in 
answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  waited  on  the 
President,  who  signified  to  them  that  it  would  be 
convenient  to  him  to  receive  the  said  Address  at  12 
o'clock,  to-morrow,  at  his  own  house. 


Saturday,  December  7. 

Pkleo  Wadsworth,  from  Massachusetts,  and 
Joseph  Neville,  from  Virginia,  appeared,  produced 
their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats. 


The  Speaker,  attended  by  the  House,  then 
withdrew  to  the  house  of  the  Presideiit  of  the 
United  States,  and  there  presented  to  him  the 
Address  of  this  House,  in  answer  to  his  speech  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress ;  to  which  the  Pbesioekt 
made  the  following  Reply : 

Gkntlkmkn  :  I  shall  not  affect  to  conceal  the  cordial 
satisfaction  which  1  derive  from  the  Addreaa  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Whatsoever  those  services 
may  be  whicn  you  have  sanctioned  by  your  fiivor,  it  is 
a  sufficient  reward  that  they  have  been  accepted  as  they 
were  meant  For  the  fulfilment  of  your  aoticipationa 
of  the  future,  I  can  give  no  other  assurance  than  that 
the  motives  which  you  approve  shall  continue  unchanged. 

It  is  truly  gratifying  to  me  to  learn  that  the  Procla- 
mation has  been  considered  as  a  seasonable  guard 
against  the  interruption  of- the  public  peace.  Nor  can 
1  doubt  that  the  sucjects  which  1  have  recommended  to 
your  attention  a^  depending  on  Legislative  provisions, 
will  receive  a  discussion  suited  to  their  importance 
With  every  reason,  then,  it  may  be  expected  that  your 
deliberations,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  will  be  matured 
to  the  honor  and  happiness  of  the  United  States. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  commu- 
nications received  from  the  PaKsiDsirT  or  the 
United  States  on  Thursday  last^  and  made  a  fur- 
ther progress  therein. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  public  moneys,  from  the  Ist  of  January  to 
the  81st  of  March,  1798,  inclusive ;  also,  of  his 
payments  and  receipts  on  account  of  the  War  De- 
partment, from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  80th  of 
June,  1798,  inclusive;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 


Monday,  December  9. 

Gabriel  Christie,  from  Maryland,  Thomas 
Claiborne  and  Gboroe  Hancock,  from  Virginia, 
Joseph  Winston,  from  North  Carolina,  John 
Hunter  and  Andrew  Pickens,  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Com- 
munications received  from  the  PassmENT  or  the 
United  States  on  Thursday  last,  and  made  a  fur- 
ther progress  therein. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Henry  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the  State 
of  New  Tork,  complaining  of  an  undue  election 
and  return  of  John  E.  Van  Allen,  to  serve  as  a 
member  of  this  House  for  the  said  State,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 


Tuesday,  December  10. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Commu- 
nications received  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  Thursday  last,  and  made  a  further 
progress  therein. 

Orderedj  That  the  petition  of  Henry  Latimer, 
of  the  State  of  Delaware,  complaining  of  an  tmdue 
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election  and  return  of  John  Patton,  to  Benre  as  a 
member  of  this  House  for  the  said  State,  which 
lav  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  with  instruction  to  examine  the  matter 
tbereol^  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 


Wbdncsdat,  December  11. 

BnrjAMm  Bouara  and  Francis  Malboni,  from 
Bhode  Island,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Com- 
municalions  received  from  the  Pkksidbnt  of  the 
UsiTso  States  on  Thursday  last,  and  went  through 
the  same. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  Communications  be  com- 
mitted to  the.  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
PBismcvT  OF  TBB  Unitbd  Statss  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress;  and,  alVer  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
a^in  ha4  the  said  Speech  under  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon ;  which  were 
severallj  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  follow : 

Ut  Ratohtd^  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  completing  and 
better  supporting  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  SUtea. 

2d.  Betohed^  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  report  whether  any,  and  what,  amendments  are, 
jo  their  opinion,  necessary  to  the  act  for  establish- 
ing an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United 
Statea 

3d.  Beaohoei^  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  report  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  or 
amendmeoCs  are,  in  their  opinion,  necessary  to  the 
act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  of 
the  United  Sutes. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Jersmiar  Wadrwobth,  Mr. 
GiLSAM,  Mr.  BoimiifOT,  Mr.  Pbtbr  Mvhlbmbbro, 
Mr.  Pabkbk,  Mr.  Carhbs,  and  Mr.  Blount,  be  a 
committee  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Shbrburhb,  Mr. 
BnuAioN  BouKKB,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Mont- 
«oiaT,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  Pickbns,  be  a  com- 
mittee pursuant  to  the  second  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Tract,  Mr. 
Glekn,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Dbnt,  Mr. 
Walkbr,  Mr.  McDowell,  and  Mr.  Huntbr,  be  a 
committee  pursuant  to  the  third  resolution. 

^hed,  That  this  House  will,  on  Friday  next, 
Haio  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  said  Speech. 

^«  Sprakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
P^ying  his  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  public  moneys,  from  the  1st  of  April  to 
the  30th  of  June,  1798,  inclusive;  which  were  read, 
ud  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Hr.  Boudinot,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  examine  the  Journal  of  the  last  session,  and  to 
'^rt  therefrom  all  such  matters  of  business  as 


were  then  depending  and  undetermined,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  report 
to  the  House  such  as  have  expired,  or  will  expire, 
before  the  next  session;  and  that  Mr.  BO0OINOT, 
Mr.  Goodhue,  and  Mr.  Kittbra,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 


FRroAT,  December  18. 

Thomas  Tredwell,  from  New  York,  and  John 
Patton,  from  Delaware,  appeared,  produced  their 
credentials,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Houso  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
Pkesidbnt  or  the  Unitbo  States  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
again  had  the  said  Speech  under  consideration,  and 
made  a  further  progress  therein. 

Betohed,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next, 
again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  said  Speech. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
Sutes;  and  that  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  William  Smith, 
Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Hartlet,  Mr.  Hillhousb,  Mr. 
FrrzsiMONS,  and  Mr.  Bouoinot,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  provision  for 
the  renewal  of  destroyed  certificates  of  Debt  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  CorriN,  and 
Mr.  Bbattt,  be  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen;  and  that  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr. 
Watts,  Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  Winston,  and  Mr.  Mal- 
B3NE,  be  the  said  committee. 

Monday,  December  16. 

Samuel  Dexter,  Junior,  fr^m  Massachusetts, 
Joshua  Corr  and  Zephaniah  Swift,  from  Con- 
necticut, and  Richard  Winn,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seats. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  requesting 
that  a  new  inquiry  into  his  official  conduct  may  be 
instituted,  in  some  mode  most  effectual  for  an  ac- 
curate and  thorough  investigation;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  a  re- 
turn of  the  ordnance,  arms,  and  military  stores,  in 
possession  of  the  United  States;  also,  a  variety  of 
papeni,  from  A  to  L,  inclusive,  giving  a  view  of 
the  Southwestern  frontiers,  as  connected  with  the 
Creeks  and  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  South- 
western Territory  of  the  United  States.  The  sakl 
Letter  and  Communications  were  partly  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  act  **  To  establish  the 
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Judicial  OoarU  of  the  United  States,"  and  report 
Bome  provisions  in  the  case,  where  anj  Judge  of 
the  Courts  of  the  United  Sutes  is,  or  may,  by 
sidcnesR  or  other  disqualifying  cause,  be  rendered 
incapable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office; 
also,  some  further  provision  concerning  bail,  pro- 
cess, and  costs,  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  Sutes ; 
and,  generall}',  to  report  such  amendments  to  the 
said  act  as  they  may  judge  necessary  and  Consti- 
tutional ;  and  that  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Jere- 
miah Smith,  Mr.  Mooke,  Mr.  Murray,  Mr. 
Thatcher,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Christib,  be  the 
said  committee. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  communicating  certain 
con6dentia1  communications  respecting  the  trans- 
actions of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
with  Spain. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsideict  op  the  United  States  : 

Otntlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  ihe  Howe  of  Bepre§entativ€9  : 

I  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  th«  meft»ures  which  have  been  taken,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  Statet,  for  the  purpose  of  obtainii%  a  reong. 
nition  of  our  Treaty  with  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom 
of  our  citiaene  and  establishment  of  peace  with  Algiers. 

While  it  is  proper  our  ciUsens  should  know  that  sub- 
jects which  so  much  concern  their  interents  and  their 
feelings  have  duly  engaged  the  attention  of  their  Legis- 
lature and  Eiecutive,  it  would  still  be  improper  ihat 
some  particulars  of  this  oommunicatinn  should  be  made 
known.  The  confidential  conversation  stated  in  one  of 
the  last  Letters,  sent  herewith,  is  one  of  these.  Both 
justice  and  policy  require  that  the  source  of  that  iofurm- 
atioa  should  remain  secret,  as  a  knowledge  of  the 
sums  meant  to  have  been  given  for  peace  and  ransom 
might  have  a  disadvantageous  influence  on  future  pro- 
ceedings for  the  same  objects. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Tuesday,  December  17. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Commissioners  for  purchas* 
ing  the  Public  Debt,  stating  the  amount  of  pur- 
chases and  other  proceedings  since  their  last  re- 
port; which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed,  presented  a  bill  for  completing  and 
better  supporting  the  Military  EsUblishment  of 
the  Umtcd  States ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  reading  of  the 
confidential  communications  received  yesterday 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  re- 
specting the  measures  which  have  been  pursued 
for  obuining  a  recognition  of  the  Treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ran- 
som of  prisoners  and  establishment  of  peace  with 
the  Algerines,  and  went  through  the  same. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  reading  of 
the  confidential  communications  from  the  Presi- 
dent, respecting  the  transactions  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Sutes  with  Spain,  and  made 
some  progress  therein. 


WsDNBBDAT,  December  IS. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Henry  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the  Sute 
of  New  York,  complaining  of  an  tindae  election 
and  return  of  John  £.  Van  Allen,  to  Berre  as  a 
member  of  this  House  for  the  said  SUte,  made  a 
further  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Friday  next 

Ordered,  That  the  confidential  commonications 
received  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  Monday  last,  respecting  the  measures 
which  have  been  pursued  for  obtaining  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  Treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  prisoners  and  es- 
tablishment of  peace  with  the  Algerines,  be  com- 
mitted to  A  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  confi- 
dential communications  from  the  President,  ^^ 
specting  the  transactions  of  the  GloTemment  of 
the  United  States  with  Spain,  and  m*de  a  further 
progress  therein. 


Thursday,  December  19. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transraittinj^ 
an  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  (he 
United  States  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  aoconpanied  with 
an  explanatory  Letter  to  him  from  the  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  Treasury ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speakkr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  fu^ 
ther  communications  respecting  the  Southwestern 
frontiers,  as  connected  with  the  Creeks,  and  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  the  Southwestern  Teiritoij 
of  the  United  SUtes. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  Commnnici- 
tions  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  kid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanying  a  re- 
port on  the  privileges  and  restrictions  on  the  cod- 
merce  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  eoantries, 
made  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  Hoase  of 
the  twenty-third  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to  whom  are  committed  the  oonfl- 
dential  communications  from  the  President  re- 
specting the  measures  which  have  been  porsocd 
for  obtaining  a  recognition  of  the  Treaty  between  ; 
the  United  States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ran- 
som of  prisoners  and  establishment  of  peace  with 
the  Algerines.  i 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  jo- 
quire  into  and  report  a  state  of  fiicts  respecting  . 
sundry  French  ressels  which  have  taken  refuge  I 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  their  opinion 
on  the  propriety  of  remitting  the  foreign  tonD*g« 
thereon ;  and  that  Mr.  Vrnable,  Mr.  Talbot,  and 
Mr.  Lm AN,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  coofi- 
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deotkl  coBtmsnieations  from  the  Prbsidbnt  ro- 
ipetnn^  the  txmnflaetione  of  the  Government  of  the 
uoited  States  with  Spcda,  uid  went  through  the 


Ordendj  That  the  said  oommnmicatione  be 
oommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
to  whom  are  oommitted  the  confidential  communi- 
Bitioi»  respeeting  the  measures  which  have  been 
parsoed  for  obtaining  a  recognition  of  the  Trett)r 
between  the  United  States  and  Morocco,  and  for 
the  ranwm  of  prisoners  and  establishment  of  peace 
with  the  Algerines. 


PaiDAT,  December  20. 

WaUAM  HiXDMAN,  from  Maryland,  and  Sa- 
injtL  QaiFFiH,  from  Virginia,  appeared,  prodnoed 
their  credentiala»  and  took  their  seats. 

COirreSTED  ELECTION 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
<n  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  re- 
ipeeting  the  election  of  Mr.  J.  £.  Van  Allen. 
The  petition  of  Mr.  Henry  Van  Rensselaer,  the 
two  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and 
the  election  law  of  the  State  of  New  York,  were 
lead  b^  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  Leb  stated  a  number  6f  facts  as  connected 
with  thiB  subject,  and  added  the  following  ques- 
tioQS,  viz. : 

1.  Whether  irregularities  not  deemed  by  the 
Uw  of  New  York  sufficient  to  nullify  the  votes 
giren  shall  be  regarded  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
utatives  as  having  that  effect  ?  None  of  the  ir- 
Rgttlarities  (observed  Mr.  Leb)  were  regarded  by 
the  law  of  New  York  as  sufficient  to  vitiate  the 
Rtunis  of  votes  made  by  the  inspectors,  who  are 
fivom  officers,  and  subject  to  pains  and  penalties 
for  failare  of  duty.  If  the  law  of  New  York  is  to 
be  observed  as  a  sovereign  rule  on  this  occasion, 
the  allegations  do  not  state  any  facts  so  material 
as  lo  require  the  interference  of  the  House  of  Be- 
pteaentatives. 

2.  Whether,  setting  aside  this  first  principle, 
aere  irregularities  not  alleged  to  have  proceeded 
frma  corruption,  shall  nuUuy  the  return  of  sworn 
officers;  and  whether  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiree  ought  to  countenance  and  inquire  into  the 
isere  implications  of  such  serious  crimes  as  per- 
jUT  and  corruption,  or  should  require  such  charges 
to  be  expressly  and  specifically  made  ? 

3.  Whether  it  is  not  an  indispensable  requisite 
to  the  exiBtenee  of  a  Representative  Government 
thit  at  every  election  a  clioice  should  be  made  P 

4.  Whether,  to  insure  such  choice,  it  be  not  ne- 
cessuy  that  this  principle  should  be  established : 
that  a  majority  of  legal  votes,  legally  given,  should 
^de  the  issue  of  an  election  ? 

5.  Whether,  therefore^  partial  corruption  should 
he  deemed  sufficient  to  nullify  an  election,  or  only 
wfficient  to  vitiate  the  votes  given  under  such  cor- 
nption,  leaving  the  election  to  be  decided  by  the 
wand  votes,  however  few  ? 

^.  Whether,  if  partial  oorruption  should  be 
Qficmed  sufficient  to  nullify  an  election,  such  cor- 
nptioD  should  not  extend  to  the  major  part  of  the 


votes  given,  and  if  the  m^jor  part  of  the  votes  be 
deemed  sound,  the  fate  of  the  election  should  not 
depend  on  the  plurality  of  votes  in  such  major 
part? 

Mr.  Lee  observed,  that  this  last  was  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  and  they  have  stated  facts 
according  to  thi»  opinion,  and  finding  a  major  part 
of  the  votes  duly  given  and  canvassed,  and  that 
J.  £.  Van  Allen  had  a  plurality  of  such  major 
part,  they  have  determined  that  he  was  duly  re- 
turned to  serve  in  the  present  Congress. 

A  variety  of  ot^tions  were  offered  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  fd  Elections;  that  it  did 
not  contain  so  full  a  statement  of  facts  as  would 
warrant  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  deciding 
en  the  merits  on  the  election.  Sundry  allegations 
of  the  petition  devolved  inquiries  on  the  part  of 
the  Committee  which  not  only  affected  the  purity 
of  elections,  but  the  privileges  of  the  House,  and 
their  right  to  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its 
members.  These  inquiries  might  enable  the  Com- 
mittee to  determine  the  number  6f  votes  actually 
given,  and  the  validity  of  those  votes.  That  the 
act  of  the  State  of  New  York  should  be  suffered 
to  operate  in  this  case  so  as  to  exclude  from  the 
House  a  knowledge  of  the  full  amount  of  the  num- 
ber of  votes  given,  appeared  very  extraordinary. 
The  respective  Houses  of  Congress  possess  exclu- 
sively the  right  to  judge  of  tne  qualifications  of 
their  own  members.  This  right  includes  evidently 
full  power  to  ascertain  with  precision  the  actual 
atate  of  the  polls.  If  the  votes  of  the  citizens  free- 
ly and  fairly  given  can,  under  anj  pretext  what- 
ever, be  suppressed,  the  essential  rights  of  suflfrage 
are  at  an  end.  It  was  observed,  that  oorruption 
in  elections  was  the  door  at  which  corruption 
would  creep  into  the  House }  that  it  appeaiW  to 
be  admittea  there  had  been  irregularities  in  some 
of  the  towns  in  the  district  in  question  $  but  it  had 
been  made  a  question — ^not  whether  corruption 
generally  should  vitiate  an  election— but  what 
quantum  should  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose ;  so 
that  corruption  was  considered,  in  reladon  to  ui 
election,  by  weight  or  measure.  The  allegations 
of  the  petition  were  urged  in  support  of  these  ob- 
jectiona  These  stated  sundry  irregularities  in  re- 
lation to  the  returns  not  corresponding  with  the 
numbers  of  votes  given  in  several  towns;  the 
boxes  not  being  properly  secured  which  conveyed 
the  votes  to  the  canvassing  committee— one  of 
which  had  been  deposited  in  the  house  of  the  sit- 
ting member  for  a  number  of  hours,  &c. 

In  support  of  the  Committee  of  Election's  re- 
port, it  was  observed,  that*  the  allegations  in  the 
petition  showed  that  the  principal  support  it  rest- 
ed on  was,  that  the  returning  officers  of  Bomo  of 
the  towns  in  the  district  from  whidi  the  sitting 
member  came,  had  rejected  a  number  of  votes 
given  in  for  the  petitioner.  It  vnis  shown,  from 
the  provisions  of  the  election  law  of  New  York 
that  these  votes  might  have  been  legally  rejected. 
The  petition  stated  that  numbers  of  persons  had 
sworn  that  they  had  voted  for  the  petitioner, 
whose  votes,  by  the  returns,  it  does  not  appear 
were  counted.  On  this,  it  was  observed,  that  the 
Committee  did  not  consider  this  allegation  of  a 
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natare  proper  to  engage  their  attention.  It  was 
presumed  tiiat  the  House  of  Representatives  would 
never  institute  an  inquiry  into  saoh  a  species  of 
evidence.  It  was  extremely  difficult  for  a  man 
to  swear  that  he  had  positively  voted  by  ballot  for 
a  partictthir  candidate,  since  it  is  well  known  that 
persons  had,  on  such  occasions,  frequently  put  in 
a  ballot  for  the  person  he  had  not  intended  to  vote 
for.    In  the  hunry  and  confusion  which  often  take 

filace,  the  ballots  get  shifted,  and  one  is  put  in  in 
ieu  of  another.  To  the  objection  to  the  law  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  drawn  from  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  it  was  replied,  that 
the  regulating  the  '*  time,  place,  and  manner"  of 
holding  elections  is  expressly  vested  in  the  State 
Legislatures.  These  necessarily  include  a  great 
variety  of  incidental  circumstances,  which  must 
also  lie  left  to  their  discretion.  Congress  cannot 
enter  into  a  consideration  of  the  minutioB  of  the 
elections.  The  difterent  customs  of  the  several 
States  will  not  admit  of  one  uniform  system. 
With  respect  to  the  box  which  contained  part  of 
the  votes  having  been  deposited  in  the  house  of 
the  sitting  member,  it  was  observed  that  no  im- 
putation was  conveyed  against  him  in  the  petition 
on  that  account.  It  did  not  appear  that  the  num- 
ber of  votes  it  contained  had  been  either  increased 
or  diminished :  nor  was  there  any  charge  against 
him  of  being  accessory  to  any  unfair  practices  in 
the  election.  The  (Committee  had  taken  cogni- 
sance of  every  fisct  that  had  oome  into  their  pos- 
session, and  the  result  was  before  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

It  was  further  stated  by  one  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  that  the  only  question  to  be  deter- 
mined was,  whether  the  irregularity  of  the  votes 
in  two  towns,  in  a  district  consisting  of  ten  towns, 
in  case  the  votes  of  those  two  towns  do  not  amount 
to  a  mijoritv  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  in  the 
district,  such  irregularity  shall  vitiate  the  election 
of  such  district  ? 

Some  observations  were  made  by  several  gen- 
tlemen on  the  different  modes  of  voting  by  ballot 
and  viva  voce, 

Mr.  Watts  explained  the  process  under  the 
election  law  of  New  York,  and  stated  the  princi- 
ples on  which  votes  particularly  circumstanced 
were  rejected,  and  the  accidents  by  which  they 
were  sometimes  omitted  in  the  general  canvass. 

The  Committee,  on  the  whole,  did  not  appear  to 
be  ripe  for  a  decision.  They,  therefore,  rose  and 
reported  progress,  and,  after  rejecting  a  motion 
that  the  Committee  of  Elections  should  be  in- 
structed to  report  a  state  of  facts  in  their  posses- 
sion,  Twhich  several  of  the  committee  said  they  had 
already  done,}  the  House  adjourned,  without  com- 
ing to  a  vote  on  the  report. 


Monday,  December  23. 

Alexander  D.  Orr,  from  Kentucky,  appeared, 
Droduced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied 
with  estimates  of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  appro- 


priated for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thoi 
seven  hundred  and  ninety -four ;  which  were 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  readingof  the  coi 
nications  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  re«i 
the  Southwestern  frontiers,  as  connected  with 
Creeks  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the 
western  Territory  of  the  United  States,  and 
a  further  progress  therein. 


Tuesday,  December  24. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
port  from  the  Standing  Committee  of  Electi 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry 
Van  Kensselaer,  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
plaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return  of  X 
E.  Van  Allen,  to  serve  as  a  member  of  this  H 
for  the  said  State.    Whereupon, 

The  motion  made  on  Friday  last,  to  recoiuri 
the  said  report  to  the  same  committee,  being*  i 
vived,  and  the  question  put  thereupon,  it  passed' 
the  negative.  | 

And  then  the  said  report  being  again  read,  I 
follows: 

"  That  your  committee  have  received  from  LexrU  \ 
Scott,  Secretary  of  the  State  of  New  York,  a  list  of  t] 
number  of  votes  ffiven  in  each  town  in  the  ooantiet 
Rensselaer  and  Clinton,  for  John  E.  Van  Allen  t^ 
Henry  IL  Van  Rennselaer,  which  list  has  been  admitt< 
by  the  said  sitting  member  and  petitioner  to  be  s  (ri 
and  correct  state  of  the  ballots,  estimated  and  canru 
ed  at  the  said  election. 

"  It  appears  to  voor  committee,  that  the  aUegstis 
in  regard  to  Stepbentown,  via :  *  That  the  petitioo 
liad  a  greater  number  in  the  said  town  than  was  r 
turned  to  be  estimated  and  canvassed,'  even  if  proTs 
would  not,  consistently  with  the  law  of  the  Sute 
Kew  York,  be  sufficient  to  set  aside  the  votes  girea 
the  election  in  the  said  town. 

**  That  even  sliould  the  irregularities  complained  < 
with  respect  to  the  elections  of  the  towns  of  Hoos8( 
and  Rensselaerwyck,  be  sufficient  to  set  aside  the  rot 
given  in  the  said  towns,  still  it  appears  that  the  a 
John  E.  Van  Allen  has  a  majority  of  the  remsioii 
votes  of  the  district,  composed  of  toe  counties  of  Ren 
selaer  and  Clinton.'* 

JResolvedf  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  tl 
said  report. 

Beaolved,  That  the  allegations  of  the  petitic 
do  not  state  corruption,  nor  irregularities  of  soil 
cient  magnitude,  under  the  law  of  New  York, 
invalids  the  election  and  return  of  John  £.  Vi 
Allen  to  serve  as  a  member  in  this  House,  ai 
that,  therefore,  the  said  John  E.  Van  Allen  isdoi 
elected. 

The  following  Message  was  received  firom  tl 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

OenUemm  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houet  of  BepreeeniaHvei : 

Since  the  communications  which  were  made  to  y( 
CO  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  with  Spain,  and  on  tl 
truce  between  Portugal  and  Algiers,  some  other  ptpei 
have  been  received,  which,  miHcing  a  part  of  the  san 
subjects,  are  now  communicated  for  your  informstioi 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Ukitbd  Statu,  Beeemher  2S,  1798. 
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The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wbole  Hoaae,  to  whom  are  committed  the  confi- 
dentkl  eommaoieations  from  the  President,  re- 
i|KetiQg  the  measures  which  have  been  pursued 
for  obtaining  a  recognition  of  the  Treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ran- 
9i>m  of  prisonersy  and  establishment  of  peace  with 
the  Aigvrines. 

The  Hoone  resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  confidential  communica- 
tions from  the  President,  respecting  the  measures 
Yikh  luive  been  pursued  for  obtaining  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  Treatj  between  the  United  States  and 
Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  prisoners,  and  es- 
tiblishment  of  peace  with  the  Algerines;  and, 
ifter  Bome  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
lad  tsked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Bmittdy  That  the  pREsroEHT  of  the  United 
Stites  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
HoBse  the  substance  of  all  such  laws,  decrees,  or 
ordioancea,  respecting  commerce,  in  any  of  the 
£:Dgdom9  or  Countries  with  which  the  United 
Sutei  have  commercial  intercourse,  and  which 
live  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
B^t  already  stated  to  thb  House,  in  his  report  of 
the  «ixteeoth  instant 

Ordertd^  That  Mr.  Wingats,  Mr.  New,  and  Mr. 
A^KsraoHG,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Pbesi- 
DUT,  with  the  foregoing  resolution. 


Thursday,  December  26. 

A  petition  of  Abram  Trigg,  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
^nia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  com- 
pUinincrof  an  undue  election  and  return  of  Francis 
Preston,  to  serve  as  a  member  of  this  House  for 
the  said  State. 

Oriatd,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
Batter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereon  to  the  House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  tiie  Whole  House  on  the  confidential 
^noiunieations  from  the  President,  respecting 
^  measures  which  have  been  pursued  for  obtain- 
in?  s  recognition  of  the  Treaty  oetween  the  United 
Sutes  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  prison- 
er%  and  establishment  of  peace  with  the  Algerines ; 
^i,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rvM  aad  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Fbidat,  December  27. 

DiiiEL  Hebtbr,  from  Pennsylvania,  appeared, 
Moced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
BoB'se. 

Hr.  Lee,  'from  the  committee  appointed^  pre- 
KQted  a  bill  providing  for  destroyed  certificates 
ofecrtiia  descriptiooa;  which  was  read  the  first 
tine. 

TREATY  WITH  MOROCCO. 

A  motion  being  made  for  going  into  a  Commit- 
^  of  the  Whole  on  the  subject  which  was  under 
consideration  yesterday — 

Mr.  Nicholas  observed,  that  he  hoped  the  busi- 


ness would  be  kept  up  without  shutting  the  gal- 
leries ;  for  the  turn  which  the  discussion  took  yes- 
terday, he  said,  it  must  appear  to  every  memoer, 
that  excluding  the  citizens  irom  the  gallery  was  un- 
necessary. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  was  of  opinion,  that  the  public 
business  on  the  present  occasion  might  be  essen- 
tially injured  by  a  public  discussion. 

The  rule  of  the  House  relative  to  the  discussion 
of  confidential  communications  was  called  for, 
and  read.  This  rule  provides  that  the  House  shall 
be  cleared  of  all  persons  but  the  members  and 
clerk  on  such  occasions. 

Several  members  spoke  in  terms  of  great  disap- 
probation of  this  rule. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  observed,  that  the  rule  had  been 
adopted  afler  mature  consideration,  and  he  did  not 
doubt  that,  when  the  reasons  on  which  it  was  found- 
ed were  fully  known,  it  would  appear  to  be  a  wise 
regulation. 

The  question  recurring  for  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee, 

Mr.  Madison  said  if  the  House  voted  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  he  supposed  it  would  be 
moved  in  the  first  place,  to  rescind  the  above  rule. 
He  then  stated  sundry  objections  to  it;  he  differ- 
ed from  Mr.  Bouddiot,  as  to  its  origin ;  he  said  it 
was  passed  on  a  particular  occasion,  and  stated 
sundry  circumstances  of  that  occasion;  he  con- 
cluded by  moving  for  a  reconsideration  of  the 
rule. 

The  debate  was  continued  on  the  subject  of  the 
rule ;  in  the  course  of  which  it  was  said,  that  se- 
crecy in  a  Republican  Government  wounds  the 
mpjesty  of  the  sovereign  people;  that  this  Go- 
vernment is  in  the  hands  of  the  people ;  and  that 
they  have  a  right  to  know  all  the  transactions  re- 
lative to  their  own  aflTairs  ;  this  right  ought  not  to 
be  infringed  incautiously,  for  such  secrecy  tends  to 
injure  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  their  own 
Government 

In  reply  to  these  remarks,  it  was  said,  that  be- 
cause this  Government  is  Republican,  it  will  not 
be  pretended  that  it  can  have  no  secrets.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  is  the  deposi- 
tory of  secret  transactions ;  his  duty  may  lead  him 
to  delegate  those  secrets  to  the  members  of  the 
House,  and  the  success,  safety,  and  energy  of  the 
Government  may  depend  on  keeping  those  secrets 
inviolably.  The  people  have  a  right  to  be  well 
govemea;  they  have  interests  as  well  as  rights; 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  take  every 
possible  me'asore  to  promote  those  interests.  To 
discuss  the  secret  transactions  of  the  Government 
publicly,  was  the  ready  way  to  sacrifice  the  public 
interest,  and  to  deprive  the  government  of  all  fo- 
reign information,  dtc. 

The  motion  for  going  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Algerine  business  being  put,  was 
carried ;  and  the  galleries  were  thereupon  cleared. 


Monday,  December  30. 

Mr.  Nicholas  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of 
the  rule  of  the  House,  which  provides  for  closing 
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the  galleries  during  the  discussion  of  confidential 
communications  from  the  President  07  the 
United  States. 

Some  debate  ensued  on  this  motion.  It  was 
urged,  in  its  sapport,  that  the  rule  bore  oppress- 
ively on  the  House;  that  it  left  no  option  \^ith 
them  to  determine  whether  it  was  proper  to  close 
the  doors  on  a  particular  occasion,  or  not  Every 
communication  denominated  **  confidential**  im- 
posed a  necessity  on  the  House  for  closing  the 
doors.  It  bad  been  said  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Rules  might  report  an  alteration  in  this  par- 
ticular rule.  In  answer  to  this,  it  was  urged,  that 
the  committee  might  not  be  ready, to  report  for 
some  time;  in  the  interim,  that  no  necessity  ex- 
isted for  the  House  having  their  deliberations 
hampered  by  this  rule,  which  might  be  rescinded 
by  a  vote  of  the  House.  With  respect  to  foreign 
connexions,  it  was  observed,  these  are  of  a  com- 
mercial nature,  and,  therefore,  communications  re- 
lative thereto  ought  to  be  made  as  public  as  possible, 
for  the  people  at  large  are  generally  and  immediate- 
ly concerned.  Against  the  motion,  it  was  said,  no 
inconvenience  bad  resulted  from  the  operation  of 
the  rule;  that,  until  the  House  experienced  such 
inconvenience,  to  repeal  a  rule  on  the  spur  of  a 
particular  occasion,  which,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
it  is  evidently  founded  on  propriety,  betrays  a  versa- 
tility in  the  public  councils  that  may  be  productive 
of  pernicious  consequences.  The  utility  of  the 
rule  was  expatiated  on,  in  a  reference  to  various 
objects  of  a  secret  and  confidential  nature.  It  was 
observed,  that  so  far  as  respects  tiie  United  States, 
independent  of  all  connexion  with  other  countries, 
the  rule  was  nugatory ;  but  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  United  States  are  one  of  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  and  have  very  important  interests  to 
consult  in  relation  to  their  connexion  with  foreign 
countries,  it  follows,  of  course,  that  very  import- 
ant secrets  may  exist,  and  the  Government  may 
be  deprived  of  the  most  essential  information  from 
their  foreign  agents,  should  all  security  be  re- 
moved for  the  safe-keeping  of  confidential  commu- 
nications. It  was  observed,  that  the  connexion  of 
this  country  with  foreign  nations,  involved  other 
considerations  than  those  of  a  commercial  nature. 

The  motion,  after  some  further  remarks,  was 
varied  so  as  to  amount  to  an  amendment  only  of 
the  rule.  The  purport  of  this  amendment  is,  that 
the  rule  should  leave  the  House  at  liberty  to  dis- 
cuss confidential  communications  publicly,  if  thev 
see  proper,  after  they  have  been  privately  read. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  in  the  following 
words: 

**JUtolved,  That  it  be  a  standing  order  of  this  House* 
that,whenever  oonfidentlal  oommuuications  are  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  House  shall 
be  cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  members  and  the 
Olerk,  and  so  continue  during  the  reading  of  such  com- 
munieations,  and  (unless  otherwise  directed  by  the 
House)  during  all  debates  and  proceedings  to  be  had 
thereon  ;  and  that  when  the  Speaker,  or  any  other  mem- 
ber, shall  inform  the  House  that  he  has  communications 
to  make  which  he  conceives  ought  to  be  kept  secret,  the 
House  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  cleared,  till  the  oommu* 
nicatioQ  be  made ;  the  House  shall  then  determine  whe- 


ther the  matter  communicated  requires  secrecy,  ori 
and  take  order  accordingly." 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Wh< 
House  to'  whom  were  referred  the  eonfideni 
communications  from  the  P&bsidbnt,  respeeii 
the  transactions  of  the  Government  of  the  Uoil 
States  with  Spain,  be  discharged  from  further 
ceeding  on  the  same. 

The  House  affain  resolved  itself  into  a  Comi 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  confidentml 
munications  from  the  Prestdeht,  renpecting 
measures  which  have  been  pursued  for  obUiniD( 
recognition  of   the  Treaty  between   the    Unii 
States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  pr 
era,  and  establishment  of  peace  with  the  Algerii 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Commit 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tuesday,  December  31. 

A  petition  of  the  Chief  Clerks  in  several  of  th 
Executive  Departments  of  the  Government  of  til 
United  States,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  mi 
stating  the  insufficiency  of  the  salaries  aHowv 
them  by  law,  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  kl 
creased,  and  rendered  more  adequate  to  their  set 
vices.    Laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooe 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  Ai 
act  making  an  alteration  in  the  Flag  of  the  Unitei 
States  ;^  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  thi 
House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  tbi 
Pbesidbnt  of  the  United  States  : 

Oentlemen  of  the  Bouad  of  RepresentaiiveM  : 

I  now  transmit  you  a  Report,  by  the  Secretarr  o 
State,  of  such  laws,  decrees,  and  ordinances,  or  tbeii 
substance,  respecting  commerce  in  the  countries  witl 
which  the  United  States  have  commercial  intercour^ 
as  he  has  received,  and  had  not  stated  in  his  Report  oi 
the  16th  instant  G.  WASHIKGTON. 

UNrrxD  States,  December  80,  1793. 

The  said  Message  and  Report  were  read,  an<i 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit 
tee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  confidential  com 
munications  from  the  I^resident,  respecting  tin 
measures  which  have  been  pursued  for  obtaining  1 
recognition  of  the  Treaty  between  the  Uiiiiec 
States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  prise o 
ers,  and  establishment  of  peace  with  the  Algerines 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committe< 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  thi 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Howte  of  Repre$entaHvee  : 

I  lay  before  you,  for  your  consideration,  a  Letter  fron 
the  Secretary  of  State,  inf  jrmfng  me  of  certain  imped! 
ments  which  have  arisen  to  the  coinage  of  the  precaoai 
metals  at  the  Mint 

As  also,  a  Letter  from  the  same  officer,  relative  tc 
certain  advances  of  money,  which  have  been  made  oc 
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piblie  aoeonnt  Sboald  Toa  think  proper  to  sanctioa 
what  has  been  done,  or  be  of  opinion  that  anything 
Bare  ihall  be  done  in  the  same  way,  yon  will  judge 
vbetlier  there  are  not  circumstances  which  would  ren- 
der aeeree^  expedient  O.  WASHINGTON. 
CsiTXD  Statb,  December  80,  1798. 

The  said  Message  and  Letters  being  read, 
Ordered,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
inpedimeots  which  have  arisen  to  the  coinage  of 
the  precious  metals  at  the  Mint  be  referred  to  Mr. 
WoLiix  Smitb,  Mr.  Aia»,  and  Mr.  Nilbs;  that 
tkej  do  examine  the  matter  thereof^  «Qd  report  the 
■me,  with  their  opinion  thereapoo^  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  Mes- 
■ge  and  Letters,  as  relate  to  certain  adTances  of 
■ooej,  which  have  been  made  on  public  account, 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
«3  the  state  of  the  Uuion. 


Wkditisdat,  January  1, 1794. 

ruiH  FoBRBST  and  Thomas  Sprigo,  from  Mary- 
had,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and  took 
t&etr  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  received  yesterday 
ftm  the  PaesiDENT  or  the  United  States,  ac- 
companjing  a  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
of  the  gabstance  of  such  laws,  decrees,  and  ordi- 
lances,  respectinof  commerce  in  the  countries  with 
vkich  the  United  States  have  commercial  inter- 
euirse,  as  he  has  received  since  his  Report  of  the 
16th  in^jtant,  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wlide  House,  to  whom  are  committed  the  confi- 
dential oommunicationa  from  the  PassiDBinr,  re- 
ipKtiDg  the  measures  which  have  been  pursued 
6r  obtaining  a  recognition  of  the  Treaty  between 
tile  United  States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ran- 
ttn  of  prisoners,  and  establishment  of  peace  with 
fee  Algerines. 

A  memorial  of  William  Patterson,  Samuel  Ster- 
Tit,  and  Gustavus  Scott,  the  committee  appointed 
V  the  Legislature  of  Marylaml  to  draw  for,  and 
liktribote  the  moneys  grantea  by  that  State  for 
tile  relief  of  the  French  emigrants  from  the  island 
ef  St  Domingo,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
Ktl,  stating  that  their  funds  are  nearly  exhausted, 
>ni  praying  the  relief  and  aid  of  Congress  in  the 
preraisea. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
l(r.  SAjftJBL  Shith,  Mr.  Rdthbrfurd,  and  Mr. 
SnuB ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
"^  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
^  the  House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
^  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  confidential  com- 
munications from  the  President,  respecting  the 
^M^ns  which  have  been  pursued  for  obtaining 
*  TBcognition  of  the  Treaty  between  the  United 
Suteg  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  prison- 
^  ind  the  establishment  of  peace  with  the  Alge- 
j;^;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereiOf  the 
C<«u]utte«  rose,  and  1^4  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tbubsdat,  January  2. 

Isaac  Coles,  from  Virginia,  and  William  Bar- 
^  ^iaovE,  from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  pro- 


duced their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions reported  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  confidential  communica- 
tions from  the  Pbesioent,  respecting  the  measures 
which  have  been  pursued  for  obtaining  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  Treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  prisoners,  and  es- 
tablishment of  peace  with  the  Algerines.  Where- 
upon, the  first  and  second  of  the  said  resolutions 
being  severally  twice  read,  were,  on  the  question 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follow  : 

Beeolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  dol- 
lars be  appropriated,  in  addition  to  the  provision 
heretdfore  made,  to  defray  any  expense  which  may 
be  incurred  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nf  tiona 

Besolvedf  That  a  naval  force,  adequate  to  the 
protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Algerine  corsairs,  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided. 

The  third  resolution  being  read  in  the  words 
following : 

Beeoltedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port to  this  House  the  naval  force  necessary  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the 
expense — 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  amend  the 
same,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof,  the  words  **  and 
the  ways  and  means  for  defraying  the  same  :** 
-:And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  46,  nays  44,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — ^Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Beatty,  Thomas  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Carnes,  Gabriel 
Christie,  Abraham  Clark,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dhw- 
son,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  William  Findlej, 
William  B.  Giles,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg, 
William  B.  Grove,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  John  Heath, 
Daniel  Heister,  William  Irvine,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Jo- 
seph McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgo 
mery,  Andrew  Moore,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  An- 
drew Pickens,  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Rutherfurd, 
John  S.  Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable, 
Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  Paine  Wiogate, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Eliaa  Bon- 
dinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert 
Cadwalader^  David  Cohb,  Peleg  C<jfiin,  Joshua  Coit, 
Jonathan  Dayton,  Samuel  Dexter,  Tliomas  Fitssimons, 
Uriah  Forrest,  D wight  Foster,  Esekiel  Gilbert,  Nicho- 
las Gilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Samuel 
Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Samuel 
Holten,  John  Wilkes  Eittera,  Amasa  Learned,  William 
Lyman,  Francis  Malbone,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William 
vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Thomas  Scott,  Jere« 
miah  Smith,  William  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Zepha- 
niah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah 
Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  £.  Van  Allen,  Peter 
Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  John  Watts. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
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House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  amended  to 
read  as  follows : 

**  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report 
to  this  Hou«e  the  naval  force  necBsaary  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense, 
and  the  ways  and  means  fur  defraying  the  same :" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  FrrzsmoNs,  Mr.  Qoodhue, 
Mr.  Jbrbmiab  Wadsworth,  Mr.  Forrest,  Mr. 
Malbone,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Parkbb,  Mr.  Macon, 
and  Mr.  Winn,  be  appointed  a  committee  pursuant 
to  the  last  resolution. 


FamAT,  January  8. 
COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Madison,  after  some  general  observations  on 
the  Report,  entered  into  a  more  particular  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  He  remarked,  that  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  is  not,  at  this  day, 
on  that  respectable  footing  to  which,  from  its  na- 
ture and  importance,  it  is  entitled.  He  recurred 
to  its  situation  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  when  conflicting  systems  prevailed 
in  the  different  States.  The  then  existing  state  of 
things  gave  rise  to  that  Convention  of  Delegates 
from  the  different  parts  of  the  Union,  who  met  to 
deliberate  on  some  general  principles  for  the  regu- 
lation of  commerce,  which  might  be  conducive,  in 
their  operation  to  the  general  welfare,  and  that 
such  measures  would  be  adopted  as  would  concili- 
ate the  friendship  and  good  faith  of  those  countries 
who  were  disposed  to  enter  into  the  nearest  com- 
mercial connexions  with  us.  But  what  has  been 
the  result  of  the  system  which  has  been  pursued 
ever  since?  What  is  the  present  situation  of  our 
commerce  ?  From  the  situation  in  which  we  find 
ourselves  afler  four  years'  experiment,  he  ob- 
served)  that  it  appeared  incumbent  on  the  United 
States  to  see  whether  they  could  not  now  take 
measures  promotive  of  those  objects  for  which  the 
Government  was  in  a  great  degree  instituted. 
Measures  of  moderation,  firmness,  and  decision,  he 
was  persuaded,  were  now  necessary  to  be  adopted, 
in  order  to  narrow  the  sphere  of  our  commerce 
with  those  nations  who  see  proper  not  to  meet  us 
on  terms  of  reciprocity. 

Mr.  M.  then  read  the  following  resolutions : 

•  Resolved,  as  the  opinioQ  of  this  committee.  That 
the  interest  of  the  Uniteil  States  WMuld  be  promoted  by 
further  restrictions  and  higher  duties,  in  certain  cases, 
on  the  manufactures  and  navigation  of  foreign  nations 
employed  in  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  than 
those  now  imposed 

**  1.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That 
an  ad<litional  duty  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  following  ar- 
ticles, manufactured  by  European  nations  having  no 
commercial  treaty  with  the  United  States :  On  all  arti- 
cles of  which  leather  is  the  material  of  chief  value,  an 

additional  duty  of per  centum  ad  valorem;  on 

all  manufactured  iron,  steel,  tin,  pewter,  copper,  brass, 
or  articles  of  which  either  of  these  metals  is  the  mate- 


rial of  chief  value,  an  additional  duty  of f>er  centi 

ad  valoretn ;  on  all  articles  of  which  cottoD  is  the  i^ 

terial  of  chief  value,  an  additional  duty  of —  1 

centum  ad  valorem ;  on  all  cloths  of  which  wciol  is  | 
material  of  chief  value,  where  the  estimated  value 

which  the  duty  is  payable  is  above ,  an  adUitiol 

duty  of per  centum  ad  valorem  ;  where  auch  ?a] 

is  mslow ,  an  additional  duty  of per  cenlj 

ad  valorem  ;  on  all  cloths  of  whidi  hemp  or  flax  is  \ 
material  of  chief  value,  and  of  which  the  estimated  vaj 

on  which  the  duty  is  payable  is  below ^  an  atj 

tional  duty  of per  centum  ad  valorem  ;  on 

manufiictures  of  whidi  silk  is  the  material  of  chief  | 
lue,  an  additional  duty  of per  centum  ad  valor\ 

*'  2.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  T] 

an  additional  duty  of per  ton,  ought  to  be  Iaid| 

the  vessels  belonging  to  the  nations  having  no  a| 
mercial  treaty  with  the  United  States.  , 

**  8.  Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  T| 
the  duty  on  vessels  belonging  to  the  nations  havj 
commercial  treaties  with  the  United  Statea,  ought! 
be  reduced  to per  ton.  , 

"*  4.  Reserved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tl 
where  any  nation  may  refuse  to  consider  aa  vessels! 
the  United  States,  any  vessels  not  built  within  i 
United  States,  the  foreign  built  vessels  of  such  nat^ 
Ought  to  be  subjected  to  a  like  refusal,  unless  bg 
within  the  United  States. 

**6.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Th 
where  any  nation  may  refuse  to  admit  the  produce 
manufactures  of  the  United  States,  unless  in  ves»( 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  or  to  admit  them  io  n 
sels  of  the  United  States,  if  last  imported  from  a| 
place  not  within  the  United  States,  a  like  restricti 

onght,  after  the day  of ,  to  be  extended  to  t| 

prcKiuce  and  manufactures  of  such  nation,  and  that, 
the  mean  time,  a  duty  of  — : —  per  ton  eztraordiiuU 
ought  to  be  impoe*ed  on  vessels  so  importing  any  suj 
produce  or  manufacture. 

*'  6.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tbj{ 
where  any  nation  may  refuse  to  the  vessels  of  the  U| 
ited  States  a  carriage  of  the  produce  or  niaoufactuil 
thereof,  whilst  such  produce  or  manufactures  are  a| 
niitted  by  it  in  its  own  vessels,  it  would  be  just  i 
make  the  restriction  reciprocal ;  but,  inasmuch  as  each 
measure,  if  suddenly  adopted,  might  be  particulaq 
distressing  in  cases  which  merit  the  benevolent  attei 
tion  of  the  United  States,  it  is  expedient,  for  the  presen 

that  a  tonnage  extrat^rdiiiary  only  of ,  be  impose 

on  the  vessels  so  employed  ;  and  that  all  distilled  sp 
rits  imported  therein  shtiU  be  subject  to  an  additioni 
duty  of  one  — —  part  of  the  existing  duty. 

**  7.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Th] 
provii»ion  oughi  to  be  made  for  liquidating  and  ssc^ 
taining  the  losses  sustained  by  citiaens  of  the  Uoit^ 
States,  from  the  operation  of  particular  regulations  < 
any  country  contravening  the  Law  of  Nations,  and  th< 
such  losses  be  reimbursed,  in  the  first  instance,  out  < 
the  additional  duties  on  the  manufactures,  production 
and  vessels  of  the  nation  establishing  such  uulawf^ 
regulations." 

Mr.  M.  took  a  general  view  of  the  probl 
ble  effects  which  the  adoption  of  something  lik 
the  resolutions  he  had  proposed,  would  product 
They  would  produce,  respecting  many  articles  im 
ported,  a  competition  which  would  enable  coun 
tries  who  do  not  now  supply  us  with  those  articles 
to  do  it,  and  would  increase  the  encouragement  oi 
such  as  we  can  produce  within  ourselves.    ^^ 


\ 


1S?\ 


HIBT©KY  ©P  CONGRESS. 


168 


Januabt,  1794.] 


Commerce  of  the  United  States, 


[H.  or  R. 


^ald  also  obtain  an  equitable  share  in  carrying 
rar  o«'n  prodace ;  we  should  enter  into  the  field  of 
eompetition  on  equal  terms,  and^  enjoy  the  actual 
benefit  of  advantages  which  natuil  and  the  spirit  of 
Bur  people  entitle  us  to.  |V  ^    ' 

He  Adverted  to  the  advanttg^us  situalion  thisi 
country  is  entitled  to  stand  in,  considering  the  na| 
tore  of  our  exports  and  returns.  Our  exporta  are 
bulky,  and  therefore  must  employ  much  shipping, 
vhich  might  be  nearly  all  our  own :  our  exports 
ve  chiefly  necessaries  of  life,  or  raw  materials,  the 
food  for  the  manufacturers  of  other  nations.  On 
^  cootrary,  the  chief  of  what  we  receive  from 
other  countries,  we  can  either  do  without,  or  pro- 
duce sab8titute& 

It  is  in  the  power  of  the  United  States,  he  con- 
eeived,  by  exerting  her  natural  rights  without  vio- 
ktiDg  the  rights,  or  even  the  equitable  pretensions 
of  other  nations — by  doing  no  more  than  most  na- 
tions do  for  the  protection  of  their  interests,  and 
moch  less  than  some,  to  make  her  interests  re- 
ipected ;  for,  what  we  receive  from  other  nations 
are  bat  luxuries  to  us,  which,  if  we  choose  to  throw 
fiide,  we  could  deprive  part  of  the  manufacturers 
of  those  luxuries,  of  even  bread,  if  we  are  forced,  to 
the  contest  of  self-denial.  This  being  the  case,  our 
eoantry  may  make  her  enemies  feel  the  extent  of 
her  power.  We  stand,  with  respect  to  the  nation 
exporting  those  luxuries,  in  the  relation  of  an  opu- 
lent individual  to  the  laborer,  in  producing  the  su- 
per6aities  for  his  accommodation  ;  the  former  can 
do  without  those  luxuries,  the  consumption  of 
which  gives  bread  to  the  latter. 

He  did  not  propose  or  wish  that  the  United  States 
ihould,  it  present,  go  so  far  in  the  line  which  his 
resolutions  point  to,  as  they  might  go.  The  extent 
to  which  the  principles  involved  in  those  resolutions 
should  be  carried,  will  depend  upon  filling  up  the 
bUnks.  To  go  to  the  very  extent  of  the  principle 
immediately,  might  be  inconvenient  He  wished, 
ooiy,  that  the  Legislature  should  mark  out  the 
groaod  on  wVaich  we  think  we  can  stand ;  perhaps 
it  may  produce  the  effect  wished  for,  without  un- 
Decesary  irritation ;  we  need  not  at  first  go  every 
length. 

Another  consideration  would  induce  him,  he  said, 
to  be  moderate  in  filling  up  the  blanks — not  to 
vound  public  credit  Ho  did  not  wish  to  risk  any 
KQ.sible  diminution  of  the  public  revenue.  Pie  be- 
lieted  that  if  the  blanks  were  filled  with  judgment, 
the  diminution  of  the  revenue,  from  a  diminution 
io  the  quantity  of  imports,  would  be  counterbaU 
ioced  by  the  increase  in  the  duties. 

The  last  resolution  he  had  proposed,  he  said,  is, 
in  a  manner  distinct  from  the  rest  The  nation  is 
boand  by  the  most  sacred  obligation,  he  conceived, 
to  protect  the  rights  of  its  citizens  against  a  viola- 
tion of  them  from  any  quarter ;  or,  if  they  cannot 
protect,  they  are  bound  to  repay  the  damage. 

It  is  a  (act  authenticated  to  this  House  by  com- 
moaications  from  the  Executive,  that  there  are 
rcgnlations  established  by  some  European  nations, 
contrary  to  the  I^w  of  Nations,  by  which  our  pro- 
poty  is  seized  and  disposed  of  in  such  a  way  that 
^ma»es  have  accrued.  We  are  bound  either  to  ob- 
tain reparation  for  the  injustice,  or  compensate  the 


damaee.  It  is  only  in  the  first  instance,  no  doubt, 
that  the  burden  is  to  be  thrown  upon  the  United 
States.  The  proper  Department  of  Government 
will,  no  doubt,  take  proper  steps  to  obtain  redress. 
The  justice  of  foreign  nations  will  certainly  not  per- 
mi  them  t^  deny  reparation  when  the  breach  of 
the  Law  of  Nations  appear  evidently ;  at  any  rate, 
it  is  just  that  the  individual  should  not  suffer.  He 
believed  the  amount  of  the  damages  that  would  come 
within  the  meaning  of  this  resolution  would  not  be 
very  considerable. 

Mr.  M.'s  resolutions  being  seconded,  were  pre- 
sented and  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  W.  SMrrH  rose  to  make  some  remarks  on 
the  observations  of  Mr.  Madison,  when  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Ftfzsimons,  that  the  Commit- 
tee should  rise,  and  report  progress,  and  that  the 
House  should  give  order  for  printing  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Ader  some  further  remarks  by  two  or  three 
members,  Mr.  Madison  said  ho  had  no  wish  to  pre- 
cipitate the  di.Hcussion ;  he  was  content  that  the 
Committee  should  now  rise,  and  that  a  future  early 
day  should  be  assigned. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee's  rising  being  put, 
was  agreed  to.  The  Committee  rose  accordingly, 
and  reported  progress. 

A  question  then  occurred  as  to  the  day  on  which 
the  business  should  be  taken  into  consideration. 
Next  Monday  was  mentioned. 

Mr.  Akbs  proposed  next  Monday  week.  He 
observed  that  the  resolutions  involved  the  great- 
est interests  of  this  country ;  that,  for  himself,  he 
could  not  possibly  be  prepared  to  discuss  the  sub- 
ject by  Monday  next  The  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary was  incomplete;  a  supplementary  Report 
had  been  received  from  that  officer,  which  had 
not  yet  been  printed,  and  he  believed  that  the 
members  were  not  possessed  of  a  knowledge  of  its 
contents ;  he  could  speak  for  himself  at  least  He 
further  remarked,  that  the  subject  required  the 
most  mature  deliberation  of  the  House.  Sudden 
and  hasty  decisions  might  be  followed  with  the  most 
serious  effects;  they  might  involve  the  sacrifice 
of  the  essential  interests,  or  the  honor  of  the  United 
Statea 

Mr.  Madison  said,  he  saw  no  necessity  for  a  very 
distant  day ;  the  subject  was  not  a  new  one ;  it  ex- 
isted previous  to  the  present  Government ;  it  had 
been  repeatedly  before  the  Legislature  of  the  United 
States ;  it  had  been  amply  dilated  on  in  reports  and 
public  disser^tions ;  he  did  not  conceive  there  was 
a  single  proposition  contained  in  the  resolutions 
which  had  not  been  repeatedly  revolved  in  the 
minds  of  every  member  of  the  House.  He  sup- 
posed an  early  discussion  would  be  the  most  eligi- 
ble, as  the  members  would,  as  it  proceeded,  natur- 
ally throw  light  upon  it 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  in  favor  of  Monday  week. 
He  supposed  that  many  documents  would  be 
wanted  by  the  members  which  were  not  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  House.  Besides,  he  ob- 
served that,  as  soon  as  the  present  question  was 
got  rid  of,  he  should  lay  before  the  House  sundry 
resolutions  respecting  foreign  tonnage,  which 
would  naturally  connect  themselves  with  the  re- 
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solutions  brought  forward  by  the  member  from 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  in  favor  of  Wednesday.  He 
wished  for  an  early  discussion.  He  thought  the 
subject  would  receive  more  light  from  th%  public 
deliberations  of  the  members  themselves,  than  it 
would  derive  from  their  studies  hi  their  chambers ; 
the  discussion  will  be  interesting ;  it  cannot  be  hur- 
ried, and  no  sudden  decision  need  be  anticipated 
from  as  early  a  day  as  Wednesday. 

Mr^  MuKRAT  was  in  favor  of  Monday  week.  He 
differed  from  the  gentleman  last  up,  that  a  public 
collision  on  this  or  any  other  subject,  was  the  most 
probable  way  to  strike  out  the  truth.  The  calm 
and  dispassionate  consideration  of  propositions  at 
leisure,  appear^  to  him  more  likely  to  be  succeed- 
ed by  a  just  and  sound  decisioa  He  wished  for 
more  time  than  some  gentlemen  appeared  willing 
to  allow. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  in  favor  of  Monday  week. 
He  enumerated  a  number  of  documents  which  he 
thought  would  be  found  necessary  to  enable  the 
members  to  judge  with  precision.  He  considered 
the  subject  as  highly  important  to  his  constitu- 
ents, on  which  too  much  deliberation  could 
scarcely  be  bestowed.  It  refers  to  taxes  and  new 
impositions  on  trade,  the  expediency  of  which 
ought  to  be  maturely  considered.  The  object  of 
the  propositions  are  evidently  a  commercial  war- 
fare; this  is  commonly  introdujctive  of  another 
species  of  contest— a  very  serious  consideration. 
The  gentleman  who  brought  forward  the  resolu- 
tions, had  probably  matured  his  ideas  on  the  sub- 
ject For  his  part,  he  had  not;  hft  required  more 
time. 

The  motion  for  Monday  week  being  put,  was 
carried  by  a  large  majority. 

Orderid,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
report  to  this  House  a  comparative  view  of  the 
tonnage  employed  in  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  countries,  for  the  years  1790, 
1791,  and  1792 ;  also  that  he  report  the  actual  ton- 
nage of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  employed  in 
one  year,  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
countries. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  providing  for  destroy- 
ed certificates  of  certain  descriptions;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday  January  6. 

Jahbs  Gillespie,  from  North  Carolina,  appeared, 
produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

PAY  OP  SOLDIERS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  completing  and 
better  supporting  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States.     The  bill  being  read, 

On  the  clause  of  the  bill  for  augmenting  the  pay 
of  the  soldiers  from  three  to  four  dollars  per  month, 
Mr.  luviNE  proposed  an  addition  of  a  fifth  dollar, 


which  seemed  to  meet  the  unanimoas  sense  of  t| 
members ;  but  Mr.  Clark  thought  this  last  anj 
mentation  too  great  They  mighty  in  this  way  i 
proceeding,  raise  ihe  pay  in  time  to. ten  dollars 
month.  ^ 

Mr.  S90TT  wa^  of  opinion  that  there  was  i 
just  proportion  between  the  wages  of  ordintt 
labor  and  that  of  military  service.  He  could  ni 
hire  a  workman,  who  was  to  sleep  at  peace  in  b 
bed,  and  to  dine  at  a  good  table*  for  the  paj  th| 
was  given  to  a  soldier  for  enduring  the  bardshi] 
of  his  dangerous  profession.  An  aogmentatioQ  i 
their  pay  would  flatter  the  troops..  It  would  p| 
them  in  good  humor;  and  therefore  he  hoped  th< 
the  five  dollars  would  be  carried  through  tt 
House. 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  that  the  expense  of  living  I4 
been  considerably  raised  in  every  part  of  tl 
United  States.  The  pay  of  the  soldiers  ought,  I 
common  justice,  to  be  advanced  Id  an  equal  di 
gree  with  that  of  the  other  persons  employed  { 
the  service  of  the  State.  Congress  had  lately  i^ 
ceived  a  petition  from  some  gentlemen  einployfl 
in  the  public  offices  of  Philadelphia.  The  ofBcd 
of  the  Army  had  been  talking  of  a  similar  neces8tt| 
of  an  advance  in  their  pay.  The  United  Suu 
ought  tp  pay  well,  that  they  might  obtain  good  met 
Many  recruits  had,  upon  late  occasions  enlistd 
and  several  of  them  in  Philadelphia,  who  ner^ 
should  have  been  admitted  into  the  Military  Estafa 
lishment  of  any  nation  whatever. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  did  not  see  any  reason  for  tbj 
proposed  additional  dollar  per  month.  If  be  hii 
thought  it  necessary,  he  should  have  been  ?ei^ 
ready  to  mention  in.  In  the  States  north  of  Peni^ 
sylvania,  the  wages  of  a  common  laborer  werl 
not,  upon  the  whole,  superior  to  those  of  a  com 
mon  soldier.  It  had  been  alleged  that,  by  sag! 
men  ting  the  pay  of  the  troops,  we  should  get  bet 
ter  men.  This  was  a  doctrine  which  he,  for  on^ 
did  not  understand.  The  present  Western  AnsJ 
were  as  good  troops  as  ever  went  into  the  field, 
and  much  better  than  the  late  Continental  Armyi 
Men  of  a  sober  character  did  not  and  would  nol 
enlist  Recruits  might  have  very  good  monlsi 
and  it  was  certain  that  many  honest  men  did  noj 
love  labor.  Curiosity,  levity,  the  heat  of  youthj 
and  other  very  excusable  motives,  sent  people  U 
the  Army ;  but  it  never  was,  nor  ever  will  bCj  tb« 
place  where  a  thoughtful  and  industrious  prints 
man  would  be  ambitious  to  exert  his  talents.  F0I 
this  reason,  he  was  convinced  that  to  enlarge  the 
pay  would  answer  no  good  purpose.  As  to  thi 
militia,  who  were,  many  of  them,  substantia^ 
people,  it  was  in  vain  to  imagine  that  they  woolo 
fulfil  the  end  of  an  Army  in  the  Indian  war.  They 
had  been  tried,  and  the  experiment  bad  fail^^< 
He  again  adverted  to  the  impossibility  of  supply* 
ing  the  ranks  with  recruits  above  the  most  ordi^ 
nary  classes  of  life.  He  never  had  seen  an  Army, 
such  as  it  was  believed  that  the  additional  dollar 
would  assemble,  and  he  despaired  ever  to  see  soch 
an  Army.  There  was,  however,  an  act  of  bounty, 
which  might  be  of  infinite  service  to  the  troop^ 
and  which  he  should  take  a  future  opportunity  w 
moving.    He  referred  to  a  provision  for  the  widows 
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lod  cbildren  of  such  Boldiers  as  should  happen  to 
Io»e  their  lives  in  the  service. 

Mr.  BouDixoT  said,  that  he  should  be  very  sorry 
to  recoaimend  the  augmentation,  if  he  tbousrht 
that  it  would  induce  farmers,  and  sober,  indus- 
trious people  to  quit  their  families  and  professions, 
ia  exchange  fur  a  mililjry  life.  This,  he  thought, 
woald  indeed  be  a  very  alarming  consequence, 
and,  did  be  apprehend  it,  he  should  undoubtedly 
oppu!»e  the  intended  increase.  He  had  no  appre- 
beusions  of  that  kind.  America  would  be  in  a 
\m  bad  situation,  indeed,  if  an  additional  pay  of 
twelve  dollars  a  year  could  bribe  a  farmer  or 
Dinufacturer  to  enlist.  He  should  look  very 
»tnnge  at  any  of  his  neighbors  who  should  tell 
him  that  they  had  embraced  such  an  offer.  Instead 
of  aagmenting  the  pay,  perhaps  it  was  better  to 
&ddM»mething  to  the  rations;  those,  for  example, 
of  salt  and  flour.  He  thought  it  safest  to  agree  to 
t:efuur  dollars,  because  if  they  voted  for  five,  the 
bill  woald  probably  be  thrown  out  of  the  other 
liua^e;  and  thus,  by  grasping  at  too  much,  the 
QtveiB  of  the  amendment  would  lose  the  bill 
Altogether.  Originally,  troops  had  been  raitsed  for 
Itss  than  two  dollars  per  month.  The  pay  had 
bince  been  augmented  to  three,  and  was  now  on 
t!ie  way  of  being  raised  to  four.  He  wished  to 
!D:ike  its  advances  gradual.  If  we  looked  at  the 
iitaations  of  other  countries,  and  contemplated  the 
itate  of  their  finances,  we  should  1)0  convinced  that 
America  paid  her  troops  as  well  in  proportion  to 
ber  ability  as  any  other  people  in  the  world,  and 
thit  her  soldiers  had  no  right  to  complain. 

Mr.  MosTGOMERr  spoke  a  few  words  in  favor  of 
an  advance  to  five  dollars. 

Mr.  Scott  said,  that  Pennsylvania  had  some- 
time ago  raised  a  few  companies  of  soldiers  for 
her  frontier  service,  and  given  them  two  pounds 
tea  shillings  currency  per  month,  which  was  equal 
to  six  dollars  and  two-thirds.  In  consequence  of 
tbisjthe  companies  had  been  filled  with  some  of 
tbe  niodt  respectable  kind  of  people  in  the  country. 
T>iey  were  quite  of  a  different  class  from  the  re- 
eraits  raided  for  the  Western  Army.  He  wished 
to  try  tbe  five  dollars.  This  superior  pay  was  re- 
ported to  have  hurt  the  Continental  recruiting 
sen  ice.  He  thought  it  very  possible  that  such  had 
beeo  the  cose,  if  Government  give  the  proposed 
five  dolloTM,  the  ConlinentuI  Anuy  might,  perhaps, 
get  all  the  levies  which  it  wanted  from  tiiese  very 
companies. 

Mr.  HoHTSR  would  have  voted  for  six  dollars. 

Mr.  Beattt  said,  that  he  was  for  giving  five 
dollars,  from  a  eoovictioD  that  it  was  requisite  for 
tbe  senice. 

Mr.  SvrLiB  was  decidedly  for  the  additional 
ugmentation.  The  recruits,  he  said,  who  had 
Wn  raised  in  this  city  were  sad  fellows,  and  not 
fit  to  be  trusted.  Better  pay  would  bring  forward 
Wlter  men. 

Mr.  Smith  said  that,  as  to  the  rate  of  labor, 
l^  men  were  hired  to  work  in  Vermont  for 
cis'hteen  pounds  a  year,  which  is  equal  to  four 
<iull:ira  per  month,  and  out  of  that  they  find  their 
own  clothes.  He  thought  it  a  very  dangerous 
[Un  to  riiMs  the  wages  of  soldiers  at  this  time, 
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when  every  article  was  above  its  natural  price ; 
because,  when  things  return  to  their  old  level,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  reduce  their  wages.  The 
people  of  Europe  had,  by  their  wars,  increased 
the  demand  for  the  produce  of  our  farms,  and  this 
had  raised  the  wages  of  labor.  The  members  of 
Congress  had  six  dollars  per  day,  and  it  would  be 
no  easy  matter  to  alter  that,  which  he  seemed  to 
hint  might  not  be  quite  improper.  He  thought 
that  high  pay  would  only  serve  to  make  the  soldiera 
get  drunk.  It  would  be  much  better  to  give  them 
some  substantial  gratification  at  the  end  of  the 
service. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  said  that  the  Army,  in  getting 
four  dollars,  got  plenty,  and  he  despaired  of  seeing 
five  dollars  pass  through  that  House;  but,  were 
they  to  vote  twenty  dollars,  they  never  would  be 
able  to  enlist  that  class  of  men  whom  it  was  ex- 
pected five  dollars  would  collect.  A  member  had 
mentioned,  as  a  proof  of  the  possibility  of  enlisting 
the  sons  of  fiirmers,  the  instance  of  a  party  in  one 
of  the  New  England  States,  who  had  formed 
themselves  into  a  military  body,  and  had  gone 
westward  in  quest  of  a  settlement,  but  were  cut 
to  pieces  by  the  Indians.  He  knew  this,  and  he 
had  likewise  heard  of  others  who  had  since  gone 
from  the  same  quarter,  and  upon  the  same  errand. 
He  had  inquired  about  their  characters,  and  had 
found,  just  as  he  had  expected,  that  they  were 
very  honest,  ffood  sort  of  people,  but  somewhat  of 
a  rambling  disposition,  and  not  remarkably  indus- 
trious. As  to  the  notion  of  enlisting  men,  and  at- 
taching them  to  their  country,  by  five  dollars  a 
month,  it  would  not  do.  The  old  Continental 
Army  were  very  good  soldiers,  but  certainly  some 
of  them  did  not  fight  for  the  sake  of  their  country, 
since  they  deserted  by  scores.  They  were,  how- 
ever, brought  back,  and  fought  very  well.  Their 
reasons  for  deserting,  he  did  not  pretend  to  know ; 
but  this  he  knew,  that  they  were  very  idle  and 
very  worthless  fellows,  which  did  not  hinder  them 
from  doing  their  duty.  Mr.  W.  added,  that  it  was 
a  mtKtake  to  propose  giving  five  dollars  a  month 
for  fear  that  we  should  not  be  able  to  get  recruits. 
In  a  short  time  our  conioiunication  by  sea  would 
be  cut  off.  We  would  likewise  be  prevented  from 
emigrations  into  the  back  country.  Recruits  would 
then  be  had  in  the  greatest  abundance  for  four 
dollars  a  month,  as  great  numbers  of  people  would 
then  be  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  enlist  for 
want  of  it. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  of  adding  two  dol- 
lars instead  of  one,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Clark  then  moved,  as  an  amendment  of  the 
bill,  that  there  should  bo  an  addition  of  four  ounces 
of  bread  or  flour,  and  four  ounces  of  meat  to  each 
ration. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  for  augmenting  the  rations. 
He  knew  that  they  were  too  small.  In  cultivated 
countries  they  might  do,  but  not  in  the  back 
woods,  where  vegetables  were  not  to  be  had. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  was  convinced  that  the  rations 
were  suflicient,  unless  on  a  march.  He  spoke,  he 
said,  from  experience. 

Mr.  Giles  had  been  frequently  informed  by 
officers  in  the  Army,  that  the  rations  were  all  de- 
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fecitive.  In  the  back  woods,  the  soldiers  had  been 
often  redneed  to  such  distress  for  want  of  vegeta- 
bles, as  to  go  in  search  of  acorns  to  supply  their 
place. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMOHs  said,  that  he  had  been  informed 
that  the  principal  objection  to  the  rations  was  the 
inferior  quality  of  the  meat,  and  that  this  arose 
from  the  leanness  of  the  cattle,  as  being  exhausted 
by  hard  driving.  Instead,  therefore,  of  a  regular 
increase,  it  might  perhaps  be  better  to  provide  for 
accidental  contingencies. 

Mr.  Murray  moved,  and  his  motion  was  secon- 
ded, to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
words,  and  **  four  ounces  of  meat.^ 

Mr.  StfiTR  said,  that  an  aid-de-camp,  who  was 
his  relation,  and  now  serving  in  the  Armv,  hnd 
wrote  him  that  they  were  just  now  well  fed,  well 
clothed,  in  good  health,  and  as  good  spirits  as  an 
Army  had  ever  enjoyed.  The  reason  of  the  com- 
mon' rations  of  provisions  fiiiling  in  a  march,  was 
owing  to  the  waste  in  cooking.  The  amendment 
of  Mr.  Clark,  and  the  additional  amendment  of 
Mr.  Murray,  were  both  withdrawn. 

The  Committee  now  rose  and  reported  the 
amendment,  and  the  bill  and  amendment  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Boohed^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
report  whether  any,  and  what,  alteration  ought  to 
be  made  in  the  ration  now  allowed  to  the  troops 
of  the  United  States ;  and  that  Mr.  Irvine,  Mr. 
Dbarborh,  and  Mr.  Heister,  bo  the  said  com- 
mittee. 


Tuesday,  January  7. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prssidbht  of  the  United  States  : 
OetUUmm  of  the  Senate^  cmd 

of  tie  Houie  of  Reprttentativee : 

I  lay  before  you  an  official  statement  of  the  expen- 
diture to  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three,  from  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollar*,  granted  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of 
Qovernment^  by  an  act  passed  on  the  tweuty-sixth  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
UvrrKD  States,  January  1,  1794. 

The  said  Message  and  statement  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  Uie  table. 

Another  Message  was  received  from  the  Pre- 
sideht  of  the  United  States  : 

Oenilemen  of  Ike  Setiate 

and  of  the  Home  of  ReprttenUUtvt : 
Experience  has  shown  that  it  would  be  useful  to 
have  an  officer  particularly  chaiged,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Department  of  War,  with  the  duties  of 
receiving,  safe-keeping,  and  dbtributing  the  public  sup- 
plieiv  in  all  cases  in  which  the  Uiws  and  the  course  of 
service  do  not  devolve  them  upon  other  officers;  and  also, 
with  that  of  superintending,  in  all  cases,  the  issues  in 
detail  of  supplies,  with  power  fur  that  purpose  to  bring 
to  account  all  persons  intrusted  to  mase  such  issues  in 
relation  thereto.  An  establishment  of  this  nature,  by 
securing  a  regular  and  punctual  accountability  for  the 
issues  of  public  supplies,  would  be  a  g^eat  guard  against 
abuse,  would  tend  to  insure  their  due  application,  and 
to  give  public  satisfaction  ou  that  point 


I  therefore  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Coo- 
gress  the  expediency  of  an  establishmeot  of  this  na- 
ture, under  such  regulations  as  shall  appear  to  tbem 
advisable. 

O.  WASHINGTOK. 

UMnrxD  States,  January  7, 1794. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Eeeohedf  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  Thursday  last,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Algerine  communications,  that  they  prepare 
and  report  to  the  House  an  estimate  of  the  ex- 
pense that  will  be  requisite  to  place  the  principii 
seaports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  in  a  stats 
of  defence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  appro- 
priated for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thoDsatHi 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  which  was  made 
on  the  twenty-third  ultimo,  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thnradaj 
next 

Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  and  report  such  Standiner  Rules  and  Orders 
of  proceeding  as  are  proper  to  be  observed  in  this 
House,  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

FLAG  OF  THE  UNITED  STATEa 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  **  An  act  making  an  alteration  in  the  Flag 
of  the  United  States.'* 

Mr.  Goodhue  thought  it  a  trifling  business, 
which  ought  not  to  entrross  the  attention  of  the 
House,  when  it  was  their  duty  to  discuss  maUers 
of  infinitely  greater  consequence.  If  we  are  to 
alter  the  Flag  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  stripes  wiih 
two  additional  stars,  because  Vermont  and  Keo* 
tucky  have  been  added,  we  may  go  on  adding  and 
altering  at  this  rate  for  one  hundred  years  to  come. 
It  is  very  likely,  before  fifteen  years  elapse,  we  shall  I 
consist  of  twenty  States.  The  Flag  ought  to  be 
permanent. 

Mr.  Ltman  was  of  a  different  opinion.  He; 
thought  it  of  the  greatest  consequence  not  to  offeod 
the  new  States. 

Mr.  Thatcher  ridiculed  the  idea  of  being  at  so 
much  trouble,  as  a  consummate  specimen  of  fii* 
vulity.  At  this  rate,  every  State  should  alter  its 
public  seal  when  an  additional  county  or  township 
was  formed.  He  was  sorry  to  see  the  House  take 
up  their  time  with  such  trifles. 

Mr.  GsEEifUF  considered  it  of  very  great  conse- 
quence to  inform  the  rest  of  the  world  that  we  had 
now  two  additional  States. 

Mr.  NiLES  was  very  sorry  that  such  a  matter 
should  even  for  a  moment  have  hindered  theHouss 
from  going  into  more  important  affairs.  He  did 
not  think  the  alteration  either  worth  the  trouble  of 
adopting  or  rejecting;  but  be  supposed  that  the 
shortest  way  to  get  rid  of  it  was  to  agree  to  it,  and 
for  that  reason,  and  no  other,  he  advised  to  pass  it 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  it,  and  tbe*  Chainnaa 
reported  the  bill    Tiie  House  then  took  it  up. 
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Ut.  Bouddtot  thought  it  of  consequence  to  keep 
the  citizens  of  Vermont  and  Kentucky  in  good  hu- 
nor.  Thejr  might  be  affronted  at  our  rejecting  the 
biU. 

tfr.  GooDHUK  said,  he  felt  for  the  honor  of  the 
House,  when  spending  their  time  on  such  sort  of 
Winess.  Bat,  since  it  must  be  passed,  he  had  onl  j 
to  beg  this  favor,  that  it  might  not  appear  upon  the 
journals,  and  go  into  the  workl  as  the  first  of  the 
bilb  passed  this  session. 

Mr.  Madison  was  for  the  bill  passing. 

Mr.  Giles  thought  it  Tery  proper  tnat  the  idea 
should  be  preserv^  of  the  number  of  our  States, 
aod  the  number  of  stripes  corresponding.  The 
expense  was  but  trifling,  compared  with  that  of 
forming  the  Government  of  a  new  State. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  that  this  alteration  would  cost 
him  fife  hundred  dollars,  and  every  vessel  in  the 
Uaion  sixty.  He  could  not  conceive  what  the 
Seoate  meant  by  sending  them  such  bills.  He 
sopposed  that  it  must  be  for  want  of  something 
better  to  do.  He  should  indulge  them,  but  let  us 
hare  do  more  alterations  of  this  sort.  Let  the  Flag 
be  pennanent 

I(  was  ordered  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  publishing  the 
resohitions  of  the  House  concerning  the  Algerine 
business. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  recommended  publicity.  He 
said  that  their  talking  so  much  about  secrecy  made 
the  world  believe  they  really  had  a  secret,  when  in 
fact  they  had  none.  It  reminded  him  of  a  story  in 
the  last  war.  They  intended  a  secret  expedition 
i&to  Canada ;  but  unluckily  they  let  a  clergyman 
i&to  the  story,  and  he  next  Sunday  offered  up  his 
prajers  from  the  pulpit  for  its  success,  which  put 
in  end  to  it  The  House  agreed  to  the  publication 
«f  the  resolutions. 

ResUced^  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  imposed 
bj  the  House,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  resolutions 
^reed  to  on  Thursday  last,  on  the  subject  of  the 
confidential  communications  from  the  PacsmiNT, 
respecting  the  measures  which  have  been  pursued 
ibr  obtaining  a  recognition  of  the  Treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom 
ofpristoners,  aod  establishment  of  peace  with  the 
Aigerines,  be  remowed,  and  that  the  said  resolutions 
^  published. 

Ordfred,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  select 
SQch  parts  of  the  Prbsioent's  Communications,  re- 
ip^cting  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  as  his  Letter, 
*ccoiiptnying  said  Communications,  suggests  it 
would  be  proper  to  keep  secret,  and  that  they  re- 
P^  the  same  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  Pilot<)  in 
^e  bay  and  river  Delaware,  and  for  tho  establish- 
ment and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys, 
^  pubhe  piers ;  and  that  Mr.  William  Smith, 
^-  FiTzsiMOHs,  and  Mr.  Hillhousk,  be  the  said 
comiiiittee. 


Wedncsdat,  January  8. 
The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 


making  an  alteration  in  the  Flag  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  B.  BovRNB  moved  that  it  should  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Watts  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  bis 
object  was,  to  have  a  clause  added  to  establish  the 
Flag  of  the  United  States,  so  that  in  case  of  new 
accessions  to  the  Union,  future  applications  for 
alterations  may  be  precluded;  he  added,  that  he 
supposed  the  title  of  the  bill,  should  the  amendment 
he  proposed  take  place,  ought  to  be  a  bill  to  ettab- 
lieh  the  Flag  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  for  a  reference  to  a  select  committee 
being  put,  was  negatived — 49  to  89. 

Mr.  W.  then  moved  that  the  bill  should  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  a  clause  to  fix,  for  ever, 
the  Flag  of  the  United  States.  This  motion  was 
lost 

And,  on  the  question  that  the  bill  do  pass,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  afiSrmative — yeas  50,  nays  42,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — James  Armstrong,  Theodoras  Bailey,  Abra- 
ham Baldwin,  Thomas.  Blount,  Tbotnas  P.  Carnes, 
Gabriel  Christie.  Thumas  Claiborne,  William  J.  Daw- 
son. Henry  Dearborn,  Qeorge  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter, 
William  Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Christopher  Green- 
up, Samuel  Griffin,  Willinm  Barry  Grove,  George  Han- 
cock, Carter  B.  Harrison,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Heath, 
Daniel  Heister,  John  Hunter,  William  Irvine,  William 
Lyman,  Nathaniel  Maeon,  James  Madison,  Joseph 
M'Duwell,  William  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter 
Muhleaburg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Jo- 
aiah  Parker,  Andrew  Pickins,  Francis  Preston,  Robert 
Rutherford,  TJiomas  Scott,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Tredweil,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Abraham  Venable,  Francis  Walker,  Benjamin 
William!),  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nays. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Beatty,  Elias  Boudinot, 
Sheariashub  Bourne,  Beniamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cad- 
walader,  Abraham  Clark,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin, 
Joshua  Coit  Isaac  Coles.  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Uriah 
Forrest,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  James  Gillespie, 
Nicholas  Gilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Hillhouse,  Samuel  HoUen,  Amasa  Learned, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Mathew  Locke,  Francis  Malbone, 
Alexander  Mebane,  Joseph  Neville,  John  S.Sherburne, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Tlioroas  Sprigg,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Si- 
las Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  John  K  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemaa 
Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Paine  Wingate. 

Mr.  Ikvinb,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  whether  any,  and  what,  alteration  ought  to 
be  made  in  the  ration  now  allowed  to  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  providing  for 
destroyed  certificates  of  certain  descriptions ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 
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Thurspat,  Janaary  9. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  the  House  proceed  to 
consider  the  hill  for  the  better  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  of  the  United  States.  Agreed 
to. 

The  Clerk  then  read  an  amendment  agreed  to 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  as  to  grant- 
ing    years  of  half-pay  to  the  widows  and 

orphans  of  such  soldiers  as  die  in  the  service  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

Mr.  Bbattt  then  moved  a  second  amendment, 
which  was,  in  ■  substance,  that  an  addition  to  the 
pay  at  present  given  to  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  that,  for  those  hereafter  enlisted, 
a  certain  sum  per  month  shall  be  allowed,  and 
reserved,  and  be  given  to  him  at  the  time  of  his  dis- 
charge ;  and  if  he  dies,  before  the  end  of  his  service, 
the  money  shall  be  paid  to  his  representatives. 
Mr.  B.  also  wished  this  gratuity  to  be  unalienable, 
that  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  might 
not  be  tempted  to  dispose  of  it  beforehand,  for  less 
than  its  value,  and  thereby  disappoint  the  benevo- 
lent design  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wadswortq  proposed  to  add,  as  an  amend- 
ment, the  y!OTA  officerB^  before  the  words  "non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers."  He  said,  that 
the  officers  were  more  depressed  than  the  soldiers, 
which  was  known  to  the  whole  country. 

Mr.  Smith  could  not  consent  to  this  amendment, 
without  better  information  than  any  which  he  yet 
had. 

Mr.  Scott  said,  that  he  could  not  believe  that  the 
officers  of  the  Army  were  in  a  state  of  depression. 
He,  at  this  time,  could  mention  forty  applications 
for  military  commissions.  There  were  great  num- 
bers of  country  gentlemen  who  would  be  glad  to 
get  them.  It  was  the  private  men  who  wanted  en- 
couragement. 

Mr.  Smilib  thought  that  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Wadsworth,  upon  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Brat- 
TT,  came  in  awkwardly  in  this  place.  He  was 
friendly  to  the  general  ideas,  but  disliked  the 
mode. 

Mr.  Boudinot  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
hereafter  enlisted^  and  to  apply  the  bounty  to 
every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  in  the 
service.  There  was  no  good  reason  for  such  a  ma- 
terial distinction  between  the  old  soldiers  and  the 
new  levies.  The  amendment  would  then  meet  his 
wishes. 

Mr.  Wadswosth  withdrew  his  amendment  upon 
the  amendment,  and  the  original  amendment  of 
Mr.  Watts,  with  the  bill,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  re-committed  to  Messrs.  Beattt,  Irvinb, 
Jkbrmiah  Wadsworth,  Dearborn,  and  Van 
Gaasbeck. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  to  the  bill  providing  for  destroyed 
certificates  of  certain  descriptions :  whereupon. 
Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments, 


be  re-committed  to  Messrs.  Giles,  Dkzter,  Shiab- 
JASHUB  Bourn  B,  Leb,  and  Clark. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  of 
the  sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come 
to  a  resolution  thereupon;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  said  report 

Friday,  January  10. 

ESTIMATES  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  statements  and  estimates  of  appro- 
priations for  the  current  year,  1794. 

Mr.  Giles  suggested  several  reasons  for  sepa- 
rating  the  items  and  the  estimate  of  appropriations 
for  the  Civil  List,  and  for  discharging  the  current 
expenses  of  Government,  from  the  articles  desig- 
nated for  other  purposes.  He  moved  the  Bouse 
to  take  up  the  resolution  agreed  to  by  the  Whole 
House  yesterday,  and  make  it  the  subject  of  a  sepa- 
rate bill. 

Mr.  Madison  said,  that  members  bad  been  re- 
duced to  the  most  serious  difficulties  by  the  delays 
in  the  payment  of  their  salaries.  The  Civil  List 
ought  always  to  have  a  fund  provided  for  it  in  the 
first  place,  because  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  form  to 
put  it  to  a  vote.  It  was  otherwise  with  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  He  trusted  thai  would  never 
be  reduced  to  a  mere  form. 

Mr.  Nicholas  supported  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Giles.  He  thought  that  the  House  should  imme- 
diately pass  a  bill  for  establishing  a  provision  for 
the  expenses  of  the  members  of  Congress.  It  was 
not  fair  to  suppose  that  every  gentleman  in  that 
House  came  to  town  with  as  much  money  in  his 
pocket  as  would  clear  his  expenses.  Why  put  any 
person  to  pecuniary  inconvenience  when  at  a  dis- 
tance from  his  resources  ?  The  accounts  ought  to 
be  kept  distinct 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  and  Mr.  Bourns  remarked,  that 
the  next  article  in  the  estimates  was  so  blended 
with  the  preceding  that  they  must  be  compre- 
hended in  one. 

On  this,  Mr.  Nicholas  withdrew  bis  second  to 
the  motion,  and  the  House  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Tkumbull  in  the  Chair. 

Mr  Boudinot  moved  a  resolution  covering  the 
next  article  in  the  estimate.  The  item  providing 
for  the  clerks  in  the  Loan  Offices,  being  objected  to, 
was  passed  over  for  the  present 

Mr.  Giles  then  moved,  that  the  Committee  do 
now  rise.  The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Ni- 
cholas, and  supported  by  Mr.  Madison. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Boudinot,  that 
$107,698  43,  be  appropriated  for  sundry  purposes, 
was  agreed  to.  The  Committee  then  rose,  and 
the  House,  after  some  consideration,  adopted  the 
resolutions. 
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Mr.  Giles  then  moved,  that  a  committee  ehoald 
be  appointe<l,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  that 
parpose.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
named. 

B&olved^  That,  for  the  expenditure  of  the  Civil 
List  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  together  with 
the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  seve- 
ral Departments,  and  offices  thereof,  there  be  ap- 
propriated the  Bereral  sums  of  money  following,  to 
wit: 

[Here  follows  an  enumeration  of  the  different 
items.] 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  said  re* 
port;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  repoKed  that  the  Committee  had  again 
had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come 
to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk^s  table,  where  the  same  was  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  folio  vrs : 

Eemhed^  That,  for  making-good  deficiencies  for 
the  support  of  the  Civil  List  Establishment ;  for 
aiding  the  Fund  appropriated  for  certain  officers  of 
the  Court,  jurors,  and  witnesses;  for  the  support 
of  light-houses,  and  for  other  purposes,  there  be 
appropriated  the  several  sums  of  money  following, 
to  wit: 

[Here  the  items  are  enumerated.] 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
saant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  the  resolution  for 
the  expenditure  of  the  Civil  List ;  and  that  Mr. 
BocDiKOT,  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  Mr.  Gillespie,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
select  such  parts  of  the  President's  Communica- 
tions, respecting  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  as  his 
Letter,  accompanying  the  said  Communications, 
suggests  it  would  be  proper  to  keep  secret,  made 
» report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  President 
or  THE  Uif ITCD  States,  of  the  7th  instant,  respect- 
ing the  appointment  of  an  officer  for  receiving, 
safe-keeping,  and  distributing,  the  public  supplies, 
onder  the  direction  of  the  War  Department, 
which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Hart- 
lit,  Mr.  Bbattt,  and  Mr.  Swirr ;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

FRENCH  EMIORAJIT3  FROM  St,  DOMINGO. 

tfr.  SABfuiL  Smith,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Pat- 
terson, Samuel  Sterrett,  and  Gustavus  Scott,  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  Mary- 
^nd  to  draw  and  distribute  the  moneys  granted 
^7  that  State  for  the  relief  of  the  French  emi- 
grants from  the  Island  of  St  Domingo,  made  a 
report: 

^r-  S.  Smfth  said,  that  there  never  was  a  more 
^hle  and  prompt  display  of  the  most  exalted 
^ing!^  than  had  been  exhibited  on  this  occasion. 
He  believed  that  such  a  scene  of  distress  had 
8«Ter  before  been  seen  in  America.  Three  thou- 
^d  fugitives  had  been  at  once  landed,  without 


the  least  previous  expectation  uf  their  arrival. 
The  whole  inhabitants  instantly  assembled,  and 
deputed  a  committee,  of  which  he  was  one,  to  go 
on  board  the  vessels,  and  examine  their  situation. 
Thirteen  thousand  dollars  were  instantly  sub- 
scribed. Fifteen  hundred  of  these  people  were 
quite  helpless ;  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  them 
were  old  men,  or  women  without  their  husbands, 
or  children  without  their  parents.  Some  had 
credit,  and  some  had  not.  Five  hundred  of  them 
had  been  sent  to  France  by  the  Minister,  at  the 
expense  of  the  Republic ;  the  rest  remain  in  this 
country. 

[Ft  was  then  moved,  that  the  report  of  the  Re- 
lief Committee  be  read  a  second  time ;  which  be- 
ing done,  it  was  moved  that  this  report  be  taken 
up  by  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.] 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  for  proceeding  instantly  to  de- 
cide on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  that  the  motion  would  be 
deferred  to  another  day.  He  felt  a  difficulty  in 
this  matter,  because  it  was  entirely  new  to  him ; 
he  had  not  yet  formed  his  mind  upon  it  He 
suspected  that,  to  bestow  the  money  of  their  con- 
stituents on  an  act  of  charity,  though  it  would 
be  extremely  laudable,  was  yet  beyond  their  au- 
thority. They  had  been  sent  to  this  House  with 
limited  powers,  and  for  special  purposes.  He 
would  be  extremely  happy  to  vote  for  the  relief 
of  the  fugitives  of  Cape  Francois,  if,  upon  reflec- 
tion, he  ibund  it  Constitutional.  He  therefore 
wished  to  delay  a  determination,  until  he  had  lei* 
sure  to  form  a  deliberate  opinion  on  the  subject 

Mr.  Clark  never  had  entertained  a  moment's 
hesitation  that  relief  should  be  given. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  to  prove  that  there  was  no  ille- 
gality in  bestowing  the  ossistance  wanted,  read  a 
passage  in  the  despatches  that  had  been  printed, 
addressed  by  our  Executive  Government  to  the 
American  Minister  at  Paris,  stating  that  they  had 
thought  themselves  authorized  to  advance  money, 
for  the  immediate  support  of  the  fhgitives.  From 
this  proceeding,  he  inferred,  that  Congress  might 
lawfully  do  the  same.  He  mentioned  the  obliga- 
tions that  this  country  lay  under  to  France,  which 
he  hoped  would  never  be  Torgotten.  He  enlarged 
considerably  on  the  generosity  of  the  citizens  of 
Baltimore.  He  imagined  that,  in  this  affair,  the 
American  nation  had  exerted  a  degree  of  gene- 
rosity unparalleled  in  the  history  of  any  other 
people. 

Mr.  Madison  wished  to  relieve  the  sufferers, 
but  was  afraid  of  establishing  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent, which  might  hereafter  be  perverted  to  the 
countenance  of  purposes  very  different  from  those 
of  charity.  He  acknowledged,  for  his  own  part, 
that  he  could  not  undertake  to  lay  his  finger  on 
that  article  in  the  Federal  Constitution  which 
granted  a  right  to  Congress  of  expending,  on  ob- 
jects of  benevolence,  the  money  of  their  consti- 
tnents.  And  if  once  they  broke  the  line  laid  down 
before  them,  for  the  direction  of  their  conduct,  it 
was  impossible  to  say  to  what  lengths  they  might 
go,  or  to  what  extremities  this  practice  might  be 
carried.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  member  who 
spoke  last,  that  nothing  like  the  generosity  of 
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AmericA  had  ever  been  heard  of  before.     As  one 
example  in  contradiction  to  this  assertion,  he  men- 
tioned, that  when  the  city  of  Lisbon  had,  in  1755, 
been  overwhelmed  bj  an  earthquake,  the  Parlia- 
ment of   England  instantly  voted  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  for  the  support  of  the  sufferers. 
In  doing  this,  they  had,  he  believed,  acted  in  uni- 
son with  the  feelings  of  the  British  nation,  and 
such  feelings  did  that  nation  the  utmost  honor. 
He  likewise  imagined,  that  the  Parliament  had 
acted  agreeably  to  the  British  Constitution,  which 
allowed  them  an  indefinite  and  absolute  right  in 
disposing  of  the  money  of  their  constituents.     But 
as  to  the  American  Congress,  the  case  was  widely 
different.     He  was  satisfied  that  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  possessed  an   equal  degree  of 
magnanimity,  generosity,  and  benevolence,  with 
the  people  of  Britain,  but  this  House  certainly 
did  not  possess  an  undefined  authority  correspond- 
ent with  that  of  a  British  Parliament     He  wished 
that  some  other  mode  could  be  devised  for  assist- 
ing the  French  sufferers  than  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress.    He  was  in  hopes  that  some  other  mode, 
equally  effectual,  and  less  exceptionable,  might  be 
devised.     As  to  what  our  executive  Government 
had  already  done,  as  quoted  from  the  official  de- 
spatches by  the  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  the  in- 
ference did  not  apply;   for  in  that  emergency,  a 
delay  would  have  been  equivalent  to  a  total  de- 
nial.    It  had  been  said,  that  we  owed  the  French 
every  sentiment  of  gratitude.     It  was  true ;  but  it 
was  likewise  true  that  we  owed  them  something 
else  than   sentiments,  for  we  were  indebted  to 
them  a  very  large  sum  of  money.    One  of  the 
instalments  of  that  debt  would  be  due  in  a  short 
time,  and  perhaps  it  might  be  safest  for  Congress 
to  advance  the  sums  now  wanted  for  the  French 
refugees,  in  part  of  that  debt,  and  leave  it  to  the 
decision   of   the  French   Ministry   whether  they 
would  accept  of  such  a  payment  or  not     He.  did 
not  wish  to  press  this  expedient  upon  the  House, 
but  he  begged  leave  to  submit  it  to  their  consider- 
ation ;  and  as  he  had  not  yet  been  able  to  resolve 
in  his  own  mind  what  line  of  conduct  the  House 
ought  to  pursue,  he  requested  that  the  discussion 
of  the  question  might  for  a  short  time  be  deferred. 
Mr.   GLAax  wished  that  the    gentleman  who 
spoke  last  would  be  careful  of  preserving  consist- 
ency.    It  was  only  a  few  days  ago  that  he  had 
laid  before  the  House  a  resolution,  by  which  Con- 
gress were  to  indemnify  all  such  citizens  of  the 
United  States  as  had  suffered  losses  by  the  British 
pirates.     He  supposed  that  for  this,  there  would 
be  found  as  little  authority  in  the  articles  of  the 
Constitution,  as  for  relieving  the  fugitives  from 
Cape  Francois. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  explanation,  replied,  that  the 
two  cases  were  widely  different  The  vessels  of 
America  sailed  under  our  flag,  and  were  under 
our  protection,  by  the  law  of  Nations,  which  the 
French  sufferers  unquestionably  were  not  As  to 
the  resolution  he  had  proposed,  it  was  not  then 
before  the  House,  and  hence  he  could  not  speak 
to  it  with  propriety.  It  was  very  possible  that  the 
House  might  find  it  wrong,  and  reject  it  He 
wished  not  to  be  misunderstood,  for  he  was  sure 


that  every  member  in  that  House  felt  the  warroea 
sympathy  with  the  situation  of  the  sufferers.  Hj 
would  be  very  glad  to  find  a  proper  way  for  thei 
relief. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  he  had  not  been  ab| 
to  discover  upon  what  authority  the  House  wer 
to  grant  the  proposed  donation.  If  the  questioi 
should  that  day  come  to  a  vote,  which  he  trustel 
it  would  not,  he  had  resolved  to  give  his  voice  i| 
favor  of  the  sufferers :  but,  when  he  returned  ti 
his  constituents,  he  would  honestly  tell  them  th^ 
he  considered  himself  as  having  exceeded  hi 
powers,  and  so  cast  himself  on  their  mercy.  Q 
felt  many  obstacles  to  voting  away  this  monej 
without  further  deliberation. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  declared,  that  he  had  never  bee| 
able  to  discover  any  difficulty  in  the  matter.    6j 
the  law  of  Nature,  by  the  law  of  NaUons — in  i 
word,  by  every  moral  obligation  that  could  inflq 
ence  mankind,  we  were  bound  to  relieve  the  citi 
zens  of  a  Republic  who  were  at  present  our  allied 
and  who  had  formerly  been  our  benefactors.    H< 
could  not  for  a  moment  endure  the  idea  of  a  besi^ 
tation  on  such  a  question.      When  a  number  d 
our  fellow-creatures  had  been  cast  upon  our  sym^ 
pathy,  in  a  situation  of  such  unexampled  wretch 
edness,  was  it  possible  that  gentlemen  could  mak^ 
a  doubt  whether  it  was  our  duty  to  relieve  them  I 
It  had  been  said  that  the  House  was  not,  by  th< 
Constitution,  authorized  to  give  away  money  fot 
such  purposes.     He  was  satisfied,  that  to  refuse 
the  assistance  requested,  would  be  to  act  in  dired 
opposition  both  to  the  theory  and  practice  of  th<] 
Constitution.     In  the  first  place,  as  to  the  practice, 
it  had  been  said  that  nothing  of  this  kind  h»l 
ever  occurred  before  under  the  Federal  Constita^ 
tion.     He  was  astonished  at  such  an  affirmation^ 
Did  not  the  Indians  frequently  come  down  to  this 
city,  on  embassies  respecting  the  regulating  ol 
trade,  and  other  business — and  did  not  the  Execa- 
tive,  without  consulting  Congress  at  all,  pay  theii] 
lodgings  for  weeks,  nay  for  whole  months  togeth- 
er ?  and  was  not  this  merely  because  the  Indians 
were  unable  to  pay  for  themselves?    Nobody  cjei^ 
questioned  the  propriety  of  that  act  of  chanty. 
Again ;  when  prisoners  of  war  were  taken,  there 
was  no  clause  in  the  Constitution  authorizing  Con- 
gress to  provide  for  their  subsistence :  yet  it  was 
well  known  that  they  would  not  be   suffered  to 
starve.     Provision  was .  instantly  made  for  them, 
before  we  could  tell  whether  the  nation  to  whom 
they  belonged  would  pay  such  expenses,  or  would 
not  pay  them.    It  was  very  true  that  an  instalment 
would  soon  be  due  to  France,  nor  did  he  object 
to  reimbursement  in  that  way,  if  it  could  be  so 
obtained.    But,  in  the  mean  time,  relief  most  be 
given,   for  he  was  convinced  that  we  had  still 
stronger  obligations  to  support  the  citizens  of  our 
allies  than  either  Indians  or  prisoners  of  war.    In 
the  second  place,  as  to  the  theory  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, he  referred  gentlemen  to  the  first  clause  of 
the  eighth  section  of  it     By  that  clause  Congress 
were  warranted  to  provide  for  exigencies  regard- 
ing the  general  welfare,  and  he  was  sure  this  case 
came  under  that  description. 
Mr.  FiTzsiMONB  thought  that  it  would  be  ex- 
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I  |)edient  to  lose  as  little  time  aa  possible  in  going 

into  the  Committee.     It  was  hard  on  the  State  of 

Maryland  to  support  of  itself  such  an  immense 

I  bomber  of  people.     Besides,  the  period  for  which 

I  that  State  had  engaged  to  furnish  them  with  sub- 

;  tifiteooe  was  expiring ;  so  that  it  was  absolutely 

I  necessary  to  come  to  an  early  decision  whether 

the  House  would  assist  them  or  not     Mr.  Genet 

ktd  made  a  discrimination  among  the  sufferers: 

some  of  them  he  had  promised  to  assist,  and  oth- 

trs,  as  aristocratic  he  had  disowned  altogether. 

Mr.  DsxTEJi  read  the  clause  referred  to  by  Mr. 
BocDQiOT,  but  could  not  draw  from  it  any  such 
inference.  He  was  verv  unwilling  to  vote  against 
the  proposition,  and  therefore  solicited  a  delay, 
that  he  might  have  leisure  to  find  proper  reasons 
for  Toting  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Giles  was  averse  to  precipitation  in  an 
tfiair  of  such  magnitude.  The  report  had  been 
read  for  a  first  time  to-day ;  it  had  then  been  read 
for  a  second  time  to-day.  As  if  all  this  had  not 
been  sufQcient,  the  House  must  likewise  go  into 
i  Committee  tiiis  day.  Like  the  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  he  felt  many  doubts  as  to  the 
lenity  of  such  an  act  of  bounty ;  and  he  wished, 
before  be  gave  a  vote  on  either  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, to  free  himself  from  these  doubts.  He  con- 
sidered his  duty  to  his  constituents  as  a  very  solemn 
trust  Some  personal  insinuations  had  been  cast 
tut,  as  if  genUemen  who  professed  Constitutional 
scruples  had  wished  to  embarrass  the  subject 
fiefiectioos  of  this  kind  could  answer  no  good 
purpose.  Gentlemen  (said  Mr.  G.)  appeal  to  our 
humanity.  The  appeal  is  out  of  place.  That  is 
not  the  question ;  but  whether,  organized  as  we 
are,  under  the  Constitution,  we  have  a  right  to 
nake  such  a  grant?  He  did  not  understand  why 
an  application  was  made  to  Congress  in  particu- 
lar. It  would  have  been  made  with  greater  pro- 
priety to  the  Provincial  Assemblies,  as  their  power 
orer  the  purses  of  their  constituents  was  more  ex- 
tensife  than  that  of  this  House  over  the  revenues 
ofthe  United  States. 

[The  motion  for  the  House  resolving  itself  into 
ft  Committee  immediately  was  then  withdrawn, 
and  the  report  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union.] 


Monday,  January  18. 
PETITION  OP  THOMAS  MANNING. 

Mr.  Shbrburnb  called  up  the  petition  of  Tho- 
mas  Manning,  presented  last  week.  He  observed 
that  the  (acts  set  forth  in  the  petition  were  estab- 
lished by  documents  which  accompanied  it.  That 
the  petition  originated  in  a  contract  made  by  the  pe- 
titioner with  an  agent  of  the  French  Government 
in  Martinique ;  that,  although  that  Government  had 
recognised  the  powers  of  their  agent,  and  the  per- 
formance of  the  services  which  were  the  ground 
of  the  contract,  they  had  refused  to  fulfil  it,  but 
by  a  payment  of  assignats,  instead  of  specie,  which 
had  been  particularly  specified.  He  observed,  had 
the  contract  been  made  with  aa  individual,  a  pro- 


cess in  a  Judicial  Court  would  have  procured  an 
indemnity,  but  it  was  with  a  nation,  over  which 
Judicial  Courts  had  no  control;  the  petitioner, 
therefore,  could  derive  no  redress  but  from  the 
justice  of  his  country,  which  was  bound  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  its  citizens  in  all  cases,  and  when 
it  could  not  prevent  an  injury,  it  ought  to  repair 
the  damage.  That  this,  in  the  present  case,  might 
be  done  with  a  moral  assurance  of  a  reimburse- 
ment, as  it  would  be  a  just  article  of  charge  in 
the  account  of  the  United  States  against  France, 
to  which  justice  must  cheerfully  give  its  sanction, 
and  which  in  happier  times,  that  Government  will 
undoubtedly  allow.  That,  as  the  justice  of  the 
demand  was  confessed,  indemnifying  the  petition- 
er would  be  advancing  a  payment  for  France,  for 
which  her  credit  and  honor  were  pledged,  but 
which  the  present  situation  of  that  country  would 
not  at  present  allow  her  to  make ;  but,  Mr.  8.  ob- 
served, that  as  the  case  was  of  the  first  impression, 
and  he  wished  there  might  be  a  thorough  investi- 
gation of  principles  as  well  as  facts,  he  moved 
that  the  petition,  with  the  documents  accompany- 
ing it,  might  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  a  statement  of 
the  actual  tonnage  of  American  vessels  employed 
in  the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  countries,  for  one  year,  ending  the  thir- 
tieth of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-two,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  this 
House,  of  the  third  instant ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATEa 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions 
on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  in  foreign 
countries.     When 

Mr.  SMrre,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman: — Among  the  various  duties 
which  are  assigned  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  United  States,  there  is,  perhaps, 
none  of  a  more  important  nature  than  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce,  none  more  generally  interest- 
ing to  our  fellow-citizens,  none  which  more  seri- 
ously claims  our  diligent  and  accurate  investiga- 
tion. 

It  80  essentially  involves  our  navigating,  agri- 
cultural, commercial,  and  manufacturing  interest^ 
that  an  apology  for  the  prolixity  of  the  observa- 
tions which  I  am  about  to  submit  to  the  Commit- 
tee, will  scarcely  be  requisite. 

In  the  view  which  1  shall  take  of  the  question, 
disengaging  the  inquiry  from  all  topics  of  a  politi- 
cal nature,  I  shall  strictly  confine  myself  to  those 
which  are  commercial,  and  which  alone  are,  in  my 
judgment,  properly  connected  with  the  subject 

Called  upon  to  decide  on  propositions,  merely 
commercial,  and  springing  from  a  report,  in  its 
nature  limited  to  commercial  regulations,  it  would 
be  as  ill-timed,  as  it  would  be  irregular,  to  mingle 
with  the  discussion  considerations  of  a  political 
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nature.  I  shall,  accordingly,  reject  from  the  in- 
quiry every  idea  which  has  reference  to  the  In- 
dians, the  Algerines,  or  the  Western  posts.  When- 
ever those  subjects  require  our  deliberations,  I 
shall  not  yield  to  any  member  in  readiness  to  vin- 
dicate the  honor  of  our  country,  and  to  concur  in 
such  measures  as  our  best  interests  may  demand. 

This  line  of  procedure  will,  I  trust,  be  deemed  by 
those  gentlemen  who  follow  me,  the  only  proper 
one,  and  that  the  debate  will  be  altogether  confin-' 
ed  to  commercial  views ;  these  will  of  themselves 
open  a  field  of  discussion  sufficiently  spacious, 
without  the  intervention  of  arguments  derived 
from  other  sources.  It  would  indeed  argue  a 
weakness  of  ground  in  the  friends  of  the  proposi- 
tions, and  imply  a  distrust  of  the  merits  of  their 
cause,  were  they  compelled  to  bolster  it  up  with 
such  auxiliaries  and  to  resort  for  support  to  argu- 
ments, not  resulting  from  the  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject, but  from  irrelative  and  extraneous  considera- 
tions. 

The  propositions,  as  well  as  the  report,  being 
predicated  upon  facts  and  principles  having  rela- 
tion to  our  commerce  and  navigation  with  foreign 
countries,  by  those  facts  and  principles,  and  those 
alone,  ought  the  propositions  stand  or  fall. 

It.  will  not  be  denied  that  this  country  is  at  pre- 
sent in  a  very  delicate  crisis,  and  one  requiring 
dispassionate  reflection,  cool  and  mature  delibera- 
tion. It  will  be  much  to  be  regretted  then,  if 
passion  should  usurp  the  place  of  reason,  if  super- 
ficial, narrow,  and  prejudiced  views  should  mis- 
lead the  public  councils  from  the  true  path  of  na- 
tional interest 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the 
privileges  and  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  in  foreign  countries  is  now  before 
the  Committee.  The  tendency  of  that  report 
(whatever  may  have  been  the  design  of  the  re- 
porter) appears  to  be  to  induce  a  false  estimate  of 
the  comparative  condition  of  our  commerce  with 
certajn  foreign  nations,  and  to  urge  the  Legisla- 
ture to  adopt  a  scheme  of  retaliating  regulations, 
restrictions,  and  exclusions. 

The  most  striking  contrast  which  the  perform- 
ance evidently  aims  at,  is  between  Great  Britain 
and  France.  For  this  reason,  and  as  these  are 
the  two  Powers  with  whom  we  have  the  most  ex- 
tensive relations  in  trade,  I  shall,  by  a  parti- 
cular investigation  of  the  subject,  endeavor  to 
lay  before  the  Committee  an  accurate  and  an 
impartial  comparison  of  the  commercial  systems 
of  the  two  countries  in  reference  to  the  United 
States,  as  a  test  of  the  solidity  of  the  inferences 
which  are  attempted  to  be  established  by  the  re- 
port A  fair  comparison  can  only  be  made  with 
an  eye  to  what  may  be  deemed  the  permanent 
system  of  the  countries  in  question.  The  proper 
epoch  for  it,  therefore,  will  precede  the  commence- 
ment of  the  pending  French  Revolution. 

The  commercial  regulations  of  France  during 
the  period  of  the  Revolution  have  been  too  fluctu- 
ating, too  much  influenced  by  momentary  im- 
pulses, and,  as  far  as  they  have  looked  towards  this 
country  with  a  favorable  eye,  too  much  manifest- 
ing an  object  of  the  moment,  which  cannot  be 


mistaken  to  consider  them  as  a  part  of  a  system. 
But  though  the  comparison  will  be  made  vrith 
principal  reference  to  the  condition  of  our  trade 
with  France  and  Great  Britain,  antecedent  to  the 
existing  revolution,  the  regulations  of  the  8u1>se- 
quent  period  will  perhaps  not  be  passed  oVer  al- 
together unnoticed. 

The  table,*  which  I  have  before  me,  comprises 
the  principal  features  of  the  subject  within  a  short 
compass.  It  is  the  work  of  a  gentleman  of  con- 
siderable commercial  knowledge,  and  I  believe 
may  be  relied  on  for  it^  correctness.  An  atten- 
tive reference  to  it  will,  with  some  supplementary 
remarks,  convey  a  just  conception  of  the  object, 
a  view  to  conciseness  and  simplicity  has  excluded 
from  it  all  articles  (the  production  and  manufac- 
tures of  the  United  States)  which  are  not  of  con- 
siderable importance. 

Accustomed  as  our  ears  have  been  to  a  constant 
panegyric  on  the  generous  policy  of  France  to- 
wards this  country  in  commercial  relations,  and  to 
as  constant  a  philippic  on  the  unfriendly,  illiberal, 
and  persecuting  policy  of  Great  Britain  towards 
us  in  the  same  relations,  we  naturally  expect  to 
find  in  a  table  which  exhibits  their  respective  sys- 
tems, numerous  discriminations  in  that  of  France 
in  our  favor,  and  many  valuable  privileges  granted 
to  us,  which  are  refused  to  other  foreign  countries, 
in  that  of  Great  Britain  frequent  discriminations  to 
our  prejudice,  and  a  variety  of  privileges  refused 
to  us  which  are  granted  to  other  foreign  nations. 
But  an  inspection  of  the  table  will  satisfy  every 
candid  mind,  that  the  reverse  of  what  has  been 
supposed  is  truly  the  case — that  neither  tn  France 
nor  the  French  West  Indies,  is  there  more  than 
one  solitary  and  important  distinction  in  oar  iavor, 
(I  mean  the  article  of  fish  oil,)  either  with  regard 
to  our  exports  thither,  our  imports  from  thence, 
or  our  shipping;  that  both  in  Great  Britain  and 
the  British  West  Indies,  there  are  several  material 
distinctions  in  our  favor,  with  regard  both  to  our 
exports  thither  and  to  our  imports  from  thence, 
and,  as  it  respects  Great  Britain,  with  regard  also 
to  our  shipping ;  that  in  the  market  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, a  preference  is  secured  to  six  of  our  most 
valuable  staples,  by  considerable  higher  duties  on 
the  rival  articles  of  other  foreign  countries ;  that 
our  navigation  thither  is  favored  by  oar  ships, 
when  carrying  our  own  productions,  being  put 
upon  as  good  a  footing  as  their  own  ships,  and  by 
the  exemption  of  several  of  our  productions,  when 
carried  in  our  ships,  from  duties  which  are  paid  on 
the  like  articles  of  other  foreign  countries  carried 
in  the  ships  of  those  countries ;  and  that  several  of 
our  productions  may  be  carried  from  the  United 
States  to  the  British  West  Indies,  while  the  like 
productions  cannot  be  carried  thither  from  any 
other  foreign  country;  and  that  several  of  the 
productions  of  those  countries  may  be  brought 
from  thence  to  the  United  States,  which  cannot 
be  carried  from  thence  to  any  other  f(Hreign  coun- 
try. 

These  important  diflerences  in  the  systems  of 
the  two  countries  will  appear  more  fuUy,  by  pass- 

*  Tide  table  anaeztd. 
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in^  in  review  each  article,  and  presenting,  at  the 
i&me  time,  the  remarks  which  it  will  suggest 

EXPORTS. 

1.  Flour. — ^This  article,  on  its  importation  into 
Prance,  was  subject  to  a  duty  of  one-eighth  per 
cent  ad  valorem.  Since  the  commencement  of 
the  Revolution  it  has  been,  with  all  other  foreign 
fiour,  made  free.  Here  is  no  distinction  for  or 
i^instus. 

In  Great  Britain,  it  was,  and  is,  like  other  foreign 
flour,  EQhject  to  a  duty  so  high  as  in  ordinary 
times  to  be  prohibitory ;  this  duty  is  24s.  Sd.  per 
quarter,  until  the  price  of  British  flour  rises  as  high 
as  fifty  sbiUinggy  when  a  duty  of  sixpence  only  is 
|»vabfe. 

It  enjojs  the  right  of  deposite,  with  the  privilege 
of  exportation,  duty  free,  and  with  the  option  of 
waiting  till  the  market  prices  give  effect  to  the  low 
duties.  There  is  no  distinction  for  or  against  us. 
The  game  system  applies  generally  to  grain. 

The  ordinary  state  of  things  renders  the  result 
of  both  systems  the  Bame  to  us.  In  neither  coun- 
try is  oar  flour  saleable  with  advantage  but  in 
tbes  of  particular  scarcity ;  in  Great  Britain,  be- 
cause the  duty  prevents  an  advantageous  compe« 
tition,  except  in  such  times ;  in  France,  because 
the  capacity  of  that  country  to  supply  herself  is 
SQch,  that  we  cannot,  in  common  cases,  afford  to 
sell  oar  flour  in  her  market  The  average  price 
of  floor  in  France,  in  times  of  tranquility  and 
common  plenty,  may  be  stated  at  Ave  dollar^  and 
two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  barrel  of  Pennsylvania. 
Thi.4,  computing  the  price  at  which  flour  has  been 
for  a  number  of  years  past  in  Pennsylvania,  would 
not  pay  freight  and  <ihargcs,  taking  the  average 
here,  at  four  dollars  and  two-thirds  (the  charges, 
including  freight  and  insurance,  being  about  one 
dollar  and  two-thirds)  the  price,  to  pay  freight, 
ought  not  to  be  less  than  six  dollars  and  a  third. 

'rhe  conclusion  is,  that  neither  France  nor  Great 
Britain  is  to  be  considered  as  a  valuable  market  for 
the  flour  of  the  United  States. 

If  an  authority,  respectable  on  that  point,  I 
neui  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  British 
pnry  Council,  may  be  trusted  (which  declares  an 
increasing  incompetency  for  self  supply  on  the 
pvt  of  Great  Britain)  the  chance  even  is,  that 
^ifeat  Britain  may  prove  the  better  customer  of 
the  two  for  this  article,  notwithstanding  her  high 
duties.  That  nation  discourages  the  competition 
of  foreign  flour  with  her  own  in  her  own  market, 
because  she  has  reason  to  fear  that  such  competi- 
tion may  supplant  her  own  and  injure  her  agri- 
colture.  France  does  not  discourage  the  compe- 
tition, because  experience  has  shown  her  that  it 
cannot  turn  to  her  disadvantage;  so  the  United 
States  lay  but  a  trifling  duty  on  the  same  article, 
because  we  know  that  it  cannot  come  into  compe- 
tition with  our  own. 

In  the  French  West  Indies,  the  introduction  of 
flour  from  the  United  States  and  other  foreign 
countries  was  prohibited  by  a  standing  law.  There 
was  no  distinction  for  or  against  ua  The  Colo- 
u*l  Government,  it  is  true,  had  power  to  make 


occasional  suspensions  with  a  view  to  seasons  of 
scarcity,  and  they  have  from  time  to  time  exer- 
cised that  power.  But  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
mistaken,  when  he  says  that  the  general  prohibi- 
tion has  been  latterly  suspended  without  interrup- 
tion ;  unless  he  refers  to  a  period  later  than  that 
which  he  mentions  as  the  point  of  time  to  which 
bis  report  is  limited,  (namely,  the  Summer  of 
1Y92,)  a  period  in  which  all  systems  have  been  sus- 
pended. 

There  was  indeed  an  arr^t  of  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernment of  St  Domingo,  of  May  9th,  1789, 
which  established  a  partial  suspension  till  August, 
1794 :  but  this  suspension  was  confined  to  a  par- 
ticular and  small  part  of  the  island,  on  very  special 
reasons,  with  cautious  guards  to  intercept  its  effect 
with  other  parts  of  the  island ;  and  it  is  supposed 
that  even  this  arrSt  was  revoked  in  France. 

The  real  system  of  France  then  in  regard  to  this 
article,  and  with  respect  to  its  West  India  Colonies, 
was  completely  prohibitory. 

In  the  British  West  Indies,  on  the  contrary, 
flour  from  the  United  States  was  and  is  a  free  ar- 
ticle, and  with  this  distinction  in  our  favur,  that 
the  flour  of  any  other  foreign  country  cannot  be 
carried  thither  from  such  country  even  in  British 
bottoms. 

The  comparison  therefore  between  the  systems 
of  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  this 
article,  concludes  clearly  in  favor  of  Great  Britain. 
In  Europe,  their  systems,  though  different,  from 
difference  of  circumstances,  terminate  nearly  in 
the  same  point  In  the  West  Indies,  the  steady, 
certain,  and  therefore,  the  truly  important  market 
for  us,  the  system  of  France  aims  at  the  total  ex- 
clusion of  our  principal  staple ;  that  of  Great  Bri- 
tain gives  it  a  free  admission,  and  even  a  prefer- 
ence. 

Authentic  statements  of  the  exports  of  flour  from 
Philadelphia  in  the  years  1788  and  1788  (which  I 
accidentally  possess)  serve  to  illustrate  the  natural 
operation  of  the  two  systems,  being  applicable  to 
years  in  which  no  extraordinary  causes  changed  the 
common  course  of  the  trade. 

By  these  statements  it  appears  that  in  1786,  the 

exports  were — 

Bamls. 

To  France  •  -  -  -  21 

To  the  French  West  Indies         -  -       1,808 


Total 

To  Great  Britain  - 

To  the  British  West  Indies 

Total 

In  1788,  the  exports  were — 
To  France 
To  French  West  Indies   - 

Total 


1,829 

0 
45,118 

45,118 


2,876 
285 


2,610 
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To  Great  Britain  - 

To  British  West  ladies 

Total 


828 
59,938 

60,766 


In  these  years  the  shipments  from  the  same  port 
to  other  British  ports  amounted  to  6,358  barrels. 

The  last  three  or  four  years  present,  indeed,  a 
different  state  of  things,  as  will  be  shown  hereafter. 
But  these  having  been  years  of  revolution  and  con- 
vulsion, are  not  such  good  criteria  as  those  which 
have  been  just  noticed. 

2.  Tobaeeo. — This  article  was  under  no  duty  in 
France ;  but  it  was  subject  to  a  monopoly  of  the 
Farmers  General,  a  circumstance  which  was  a 
serious  impediment  to  our  trade  with  France  in 
this  article,  obstructing  the  enterprise  and  compe« 
tition  of  our  own  merchants  in  the  markets  of  that 
country.  There  is  no  distinction  for  or  against  the 
United  States. 

In  Great  Britain  it  was  and  is  subject  to  a  duty 
of  Is.  dd.  per  pound  on  importation,  other  foreign 
tobacco  paying  3s.  6d.  per  pound.* 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  omitted  to  notice  this 
difference.  Our  tobacco  then  stood,  and,  it  may  be 
added,  still  stands  upon  a  better  footing  in  Great 
Britain  than  in  France. 

Here  I  request  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
a  principle  of  importance,  which  appears  to  have 
been  overlooked  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  in- 
discriminately presents,  as  a  discouragement  of  our 
produce,  all  the  internal  duties  which  are  laid  upon 
It  by  foreign  nations. 

The  principle  I  allude  to  is  this,  that  it  is  wholly 
immaterial  to  us,  what  internal  duty  is  laid  upon 
any  commodity  of  ours  by  a  foreign  nation,  when 
that  nation  does  not  itself  raise  or  make  the  arti- 
cle, or  some  other  which  is  a  substitute  for  it,  pro- 
vided the  duty  be  not  so  high  as  to  render  the  ar* 
tide  too  dear  for  consumption,  and  an  equal  duty 
be  laid  on  the  article  from  other  foreign  countries. 
The  reason  of  it  is  this,  that  the  consumer  in  such 
case,  who  is  the  subject  of  the  foreign  country,  pays 
the  dfitj.  Thus  the  duty  we  lay  on  China  wares 
is  immaterial  to  any  foreign  nation  which  manu- 
factures it,  because  we  do  not  ourselves  manufac- 
ture it,  or  a  substitute  for  it,  and  because  it  ex- 
tends equally  to  the  same  manufiu:ture  of  all  coun- 
tries. 

This  remark  will  not  a  little  abridge  the  cata- 
logue of  grievances  which  has  been  exhibited  by 
the  SecreUry  of  State.  Indeed,  if  it  were  not  so, 
what  abundant  room  for  recrimination  would  our 
revenue  code  give  to  all  other  countries. 

Tobacco  Is  an  article,  in  reference  either  to 
France  or  to  Great  Britain,  to  which  the  observa- 
tion is  peculiarly  applicable.  Neither  of  those 
countries  raise  it  themselves.  It  is  one  of  these 
objects  of  fancy  and  caprice  in  respect  to  which  a 
duty  most  certainly  fiiUs  on  the  consumer.  The 
duties,  therefore,  upon  it  in  Great  Britain  can  be 
no  concern  of  ours. 


on 


*  On  re-ezpoiUtion,  there  Ib  ft  drawbftok  of  the  whole  daty  oi 
our  tobacco,  out  8d.  per  pound  retained  on  re-exportation  of  for 
cign  tobacco. 


But  it  is  important  to  us  that  nearly  a  treble  duty 
is  laid  upon  the  same  commodity  from  other  coun- 
tries, the  difference  being  a  clear  bounty  upon  ours, 
at  the  expense  of  the  British  consumer,   by  ob- 
structing that  free  competition  of  other  countries 
which  always   cheapens   an    article.      This  dif- 
ference of  duty  is  very  considerable,  and,  as  far  as 
we  can  furnish  a  supply  of  equal  quality,  must 
tend  to  give  us  a  monopoly  of  the  British  market 
It  is  the  more  worthy  of  attention,  since  a  com- 
petitor with  us  is  Portugal,  a  Power  with  which 
Great  Britain  has  always  cultivated   the   closest 
ties.    In  the  West  Indies,  the  comparison  is  still  in 
favor  of  thj  system  of  Great  Britain.    Tobacco  was 
prohibited  in  the  French  while  it  was  free  in  thei 
British  West  Indies.    The  result  is,  that  the  sya-; 
tem  of  Great  Britain,  in  respect  to  tobacco  the  pro- 
duction of  the  United  States,  the  second  in  magni- 
tude as  an  export,  was  far  more  favorable  to  the 
United  States  than  that  of  France. 

8.  Biee. — ^This  article  was  subject  in  France  to 
one-eighth  per  cent  ad  valorem.  There  was  no 
distinction  for  or  against  us. 

In  Great  Britain  there  was  and  is  a  duty  upon  it 
of  7s.  4d.  sterling  per  cwt,  while  the  British  East 
India  Company  pay  8s.  lOd.  upon  the  rice  imported 
by  them. 

In  the  French  West  Indies,  rice  was  subject  tq 
a  duty  of  one  per  cent  ad  valorem,  with  no  dis-^ 
tinction  for  or  against  us.  In  the  British  WesI 
Indies,  it  was  and  is  free,  with  a  distinction  in  otu 
favor,  resulting  fh>m  the  prohibition  of  other  for^ 
eign  ^ce. 

It  IS  not  easy  to  pronounce  whether  this  article 
stands,  on  the  whole,  upon  a  better  footing  in  thi 
system  of  France  than  in  that  of  Great  Britain. 
The  difference,  if  any,  is  perhaps  less  material  than 
it  may  at  first  sight  appear. 

However .  disagreeable  the  reflection,  we  have 
reason  to  believe  that  rice  will  not  become  thi 
common  food  of  countries  where  it  does  not  grow, 
and  which  raise  for  themselves  an  adequate  sup* 
ply  of  other  breadstuff,  Soc — a  state  of  thingi 
which  exists  both  in  France  and  Great  Britain 
It  will  therefore  be  in  those  countries  essentially 
an  object  of  luxury,  consumed  by  the  richer  classes 
This  position  is  verified  by  those  parts  of  the  Unl 
ted  States  which  do  not  grow  rice.  The  duty  up 
on  it  in  Great  Britain  (there  being  a  higher  dut^ 
upon  that  brought  from  the  East  Indies  bj  th^ 
East  India  Company)  does  not,  of  course,  inter 
fere  to  any  considerable  extent  with  its  consump< 
tion  there,  because  the  addition  which  is  made  t< 
the  price  of  a  luxury  of  the  wealthier  olasses  is  n^ 
great  obstacle  to  its  consumption  by  them.  Th^ 
probability,  then,  is,  that  the  consumption  of  rio 
in  Great  Britain  is  nearly  as  great  as  the  habit 
and  taste  of  the  country  are  calculated  to  rende 
it  The  observations  made  with  regard  to  thi 
duty  on  tobacco  apply  to  that  on  rice,  though  wi  U 
far  less  force.  Great  Britain  is  not  a  competitoi 
with  us  in  the  production  of  rice  more  than  to 
bacco.  But  the  extent  of  the  rule  in  the  applies 
tion  to  this  case  is  qualified  by  the  circumstance 
that  rice  and  other  breadstuff  are,  in  certain  case£ 
substitutes  for  each  other,  and  a  duty  on  the  foi 
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mer  may  tend  to  prevent  its  being  oonsamed  in 
nich  cases  in  place  of  the  latter. 

In  the  West  Indies,  the  subject  wears  a  differ- 
ent aspect.  Rice  there  makes  a  part  of  the  com- 
moD  food.  A  dnt^  upon  it  tends  to  prevent  its 
being  such,  bj  letting  lu  cheaper  substitutes.  This 
reflection  operates  in  favor  of  the  British  against 
the  French  system,  in  respect  to  the  West  Indies, 
there  being  a  duty  upon  it  in  the  French,  none  in 
the  British  West  Indies.  But  that  duty  is  so  lig)it 
that,  from  this  cause,  and  its  extending  to  other 
articles,  it  ought  scarcely  to  be  counted.  The  pro- 
hibition of  other  foreign  rice,  however,  is  a  cir- 
cumstance of  some  value,  assuring  to  this  article 
from  the  United  States  a  monopoly  of  the  British 
West  India  market. 

4.  Wood, — ^This  article  fthe  fourth  in  import- 
iDoe  asan  export)  stood  and  stands  on  a  deoidedlv 
better  footing  in  the  British  than  in  the  French 
ijstem.  In  Great  Britain  it  was  and  is  free  from 
daty,  while  other  foreign  rival  woods  are  subject 
Dot  to  some  small,  as  the  Secretary  of  State  in- 
fbnns  OS,  but  to  considerable,  and,  in  several  in- 
stances, high  duties.  The  observations  with  re- 
gard to  this  difference,  as  applied  to  tobacco,  apply 
to  this  article  in  full  force,  with  this  additional 
drtumstanoe,  that  some  of  the  Northern  nations 
ooald  afford  to  undersell  us,  were  it  not  for  the 
protection  derived  from  the  high  duties  on  their 
▼ooda. 

In  the  French  West  Indies,  our  wood  is  subject 
to  a  duty  of  one  per  cent  ad  valorem,  with  no  dis- 
tinction for  or  f^inst  us.  In  the  British  West 
Indies  it  is  free,  with  a  distinction  in  our  favor,  \ij 
the  prohibition  of  other  foreign  wood.  The  duty, 
it  is  true,  is  of  no  great  consequence,  but  it  is  not 
ioof  the  prohibition  in  the  British  West  Indies  of 
111  foreign  wood,  but  from  the  United  States. 

5.  JVaWtes.— >Here  the  comparison  is  in  favor 
of  France,  our  salted  fish  being  prohibited  both  in 
preat  Britain  and  the  British  West  Indies,  while 
it  is  permitted  in  France  with  a  duty  of  8  livres 
per  qaintal,  and  in  the  French  West  Indies  with 
a  duty  of  5  livres  per  quintal  Our  fish  oil  being 
subject  in  Great  Britain,  in  common  with  other 
foreign  oil,  to  a  duty  of  ISs.  5d.  sterling  per  ton  of 
252  gallons ;  in  France  to  a  duty  of  7  fivres  4  sous 
per  barrel  of  520  pounds,  while  other  foreign  oil  is 
prohibited.  This  last  article  is  prohibited  in  the 
v^est  Indies  of  both  countries.  While  there  is  no 
^<^tinction  in  the  system  of  Great  Britain  for  or 
against  us,  that  of  France,  in  respect  to  fish  oil, 
Bakes  a  distinction  in  our  favor.  But  these  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  systems  appear  greater 
on  1  superficial  than  upon  a  more  accurate  view. 
The  principle  upon  which  each  proceeds  is  the 
Btonopoly  of  her  own  market  to  the  productions 
of  her  own  fisheries,  and  the  exclusion,  as  far  as 
possible,  of  ail  foreign  countries,  the  United  States 
not  excepted.  But,  in  pursuing  this  principle,  a 
difference  of  situation  creates  a  difference  of  mea- 
^res.  Great  Britain,  able  to  supply  herself,  pro- 
lulHts  absolutely  all  foreign  salted  fish.  France, 
trnable  to  supply  herself,  but  aiming  at  it  with  all 
l^r  strength,  lays  high  duties  upon  that  article, 
when  produced  from  foreign  fisheries,  and  bestows 


high  premiums  upon  it  when  produced  from  her 
own  fisheries.  The  duties  on  foreign  and  the 
bounties  and  premiums  on  her  own  fish,  would 
amount  to  a  complete  prohibition  of  ours,  if  her 
own  fisheries  had  been  able  to  produce  a  com- 

f>lete  supply ;  but  their  incapacity  to  do  this  has 
et  ours  into  the  French  market,  in  spite  of  the 
discouragements  upon  it  It  merits  particular  at- 
tention, that,  in  reference  to  this  article,  the  French 
system  conferred  upon  us  no  particular  privilege 
or  favor.  Other  foreign  salted  fish,  in  foreign  bot- 
toms, stood  upon  the  same  footing  with  our  fish, 
in  our  bottoms. 

Great  Britain,  less  able  to  supply  herself  with 
fish  oil  than  with  fish,  makes  a  difference  in  her 
system.  She  does  not  prohibit  the  article,  but 
lays  a  prohibitory  duty  upon  it;  but  her  incapacity 
to  supply  heraeli  (as  in  the  case  of  salted  fish  with 
France)  lets  us  into  her  market  with  our  fine  oils, 
in  spite  of  the  discouragement  upon  ours. 

So  France,  to  a  considerable  duty  on  our  arti- 
cle, adds  enormous  bounties  in  favor  of  the  same 
article  the  produce  of  her  fisheries.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  his  report  on  the  fisheries,  has  no- 
ticed the  measures  taxen  by  France  to  erect  her 
own  whale  fishery  on  the  ruins  of  that  of  the 
United  States.  Tempting  our  fishermen  to  aban- 
don as  and  settle  at  I)unkirk,  she  allows,  for  every 
ton  of  shipping  employed,  between  nine  and  ten 
dollars,  with  some  other  advantages.  If,  in  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  us,  in  this  par- 
ticular, we  discern  the  spirit  of  a  selfish  rival,  in 
that  of  France,  in  the  same  particular,  we  cannot 
but  see  the  machinations  of  an  insidious  friend. 
The  distinction  in  favor  of  our  fish  oil,  as  com- 
pared with  other  foreigners,  is  no  counterpoise  to 
the  general  tendency  of  the  French  system,  which, 
aimed  at  excluding  us  finally  from  the  competi- 
tion in  her  markets,  thoueh  it  was  deemed  prefer- 
able, till  it  could  have  Us  full  effect,  that  the 
United  States  should  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
petition, in  exclusion  of  an  ancient  and  formidable 
rival. 

To  elucidate  still  more  clearly  the  spirit  of  the 
French  system,  in  this  particular,  the  following 
facts  are  submitted  to  uie  consideration  of  the 
Committee : 

1.  In  August,  1784,  the  arrtt  giving  admission 
to  foreign  fish  in  the  West  India  markets  was 
passed.    In  September,  1785,  another  arrit  passed, 

f  ranting  a  premium  of  10  livres  per  quintal  on 
'rench  fish.  Seven  days  after,  so  great  was  their 
jealousy  on  this  subject,  another  arrtt  passed, 
raising  the  duty  on  foreign  fish,  including  that  of 
the  United  States,  from  3  to  6  livres. 

2.  An  arrtt  of  the  29th  of  December,  1787, 
^ants  a  right  of  deposits  or  storing  for  six  months, 
m  France,  to  all  the  productions  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  to  re-exportation,  paying  only  a 
duty  of  one  per  cent.  In  February  following,  less 
than  two  months  after,  another  arrtt  passed,  ex- 
cepting from  this  right  all  the  products  of  our  fish- 
enes,  evidently  from  a  jealousy  of  our  interference 
with  the  French  fisheries. 


tern 


3.  A  further  explanation  of  the  spirit  of  the  sy 
n  on  this  point  is  to  be  found  in  a  passage  of 


nassaire 


183 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


•184 


H.  o>  R.] 


Commerce  of  the  United  States, 


[JaKvabt,  1794, 


report  to  the  National  Assembly,  in  the  year  1 789, 
from  the  Committees  of  Agncnlture  and  Com- 
merce. After  stating  a  diminution  of  the  product 
of  the  French  cod  fishery,  dunns'  the  year  1789, 
the  report  proceeds  thus :  <*  This  diminution  ou^ht 
"  to  be  attributed  to  the  collusion  of  the  English 
*'  and  Free  Americans,  who  contrived  to  disap- 
^  point  the  French  fisheries  by  finding  means  to 
"  supply  us  with  their  fish,  while  they  eluded  the 
**  payment  of  the  duty  which  was  imposed  on  im- 
^  portation,  in  order  to  establish  a  prefei'ence  in 
«  favor  of  the  cod  of  the  French  fishery." 

6.  Pot  atid  Pearl  Ashes. — ^The  system  of  Great 
Britain  is  evidently  more  favorable  to  this  produc- 
tion (sixth  in  importance  of  the  exports  of  the 
United  States)  that  the  system  of  France— the 
former  giving  a  preference  to  our  article  by  mak- 
ing it  free,  while  the  same  article  from  other  fo- 
reign countries  is  subject  to  a  duty  of  2s.  3d.  per 
cwt. ;  the  latter  placing  our  article  on  the  same 
footing  with  that  of  other  foreign  countries.  Th^ 
observations  I  have  made  with  regard  to  tobacco 
apply  to  this  article  in  full  force.  In  the  West 
India  possessions  of  the  two  countries  it  is  equally 
prohibited. 

7.  Salted  Meat, — ^The  regulations  of  France 
with  regard  to  this  article  (seventh  in  consequence 
of  our  exports)  are  clearly  more  favorable  than 
those  of  Great  Britain.  France  admits  both  beef 
and  pork  into  her  home  market,  with  a  duty  of  5 
livres  per  quintal ;  in  her  West  India  markets,  she 
admits  beef  with  a  duty  of  one  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem, and  3  livres  per  quintal,  but  prohibits  pork. 
Great  Britain  prohibits  both  beef  and  pork  in  her 
home  and  West  India  markets.  Neither  country 
makes  any  distinction  in  this  particular  for  or 
against  the  United  States. 

8.  Indigo, — ^This  article  (eighth  in  value  of  our 
exports)  stands  upon  a  decidedly  better  footing 
in  the  system  of  Great  Britain  than  in  that  of 
France.  France  is  herself  our  competitor  in  the 
supply  of  her  own  market,  and  she  aims  at  secur- 
ing to  herself  the  monopoly  of  it  by  adding  to  the 
advantage  of  a  superior  quality  of  her  own  indigo, 
as  asserted  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  discour- 
agement to  ours  of  double  the  duty  paid  on  her 
own.  Great  Britain  admits  the  article  into  her 
home  market  fi*ee  of  duty.  Both  countries  ex- 
clude it  from  their  West  India  market  Neither 
make  any  distinction  for  or  against  us. 

9.  Lite  Animals. — The  regulations  both  of 
France  and  Great  Britain  may  be  considered  as 
substantially  the  same  in  regard  to  this  article; 
the  small  duty  of  one  per  cent  ad  valorem  laid  by 
France  in  the  West  Indies,  while  it  is  free  in  the 
British  West  Indies,  being  really  of  no  great  con- 
sequence. Neither  country  makes  any  distinction 
for  or  against  us. 

10.  Flaxseed. — ^The  same  may  be  said  of  this 
as  of  the  preceding  article.  If 'free  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, it  was  subject  only  to  a  duty  of  one-eighth 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  in  France.  It  is  prohibited 
in  the  West  Indies  of  both  countries,  lliere  is  no 
distinction  in  the  system  of  either  nation  for  or 
against  us. 

11.  Naval  Stores f  viz,:  Pitch,    Tar,    Turpen" 


tine,  and  Bosin, — ^These  articles  were  more  favored 
by  the  system  of  Great  Britain  than  of  France. 
In  the  latter,  they  were  subject  to  a  duty  of  t^ro- 
and-a-half  per  cent  ad  valorem,  with  no  distinc- 
tion in  our  favor.  In  the  former,  our  tar  and  pitch 
are  subject  to  a  duty  of  lis.  per  last,  while  tar  and 
pitch  of  other  countries  pay  128.  4d.  per  last ;  our 
turpentine  is  subject  to  a  duty  of  2s.  3d.  per  cvrt., 
while  that  of  other  countries  pays  12s.  9d.  ;  our 
rosin  only  Is.  6d.  per  cwt,  that  of  other  conn  tries 
2s.  4d.  These  duties  fall  under  a  like  considera- 
tion as  those  on  tobacco.  The  duty  on  our  com- 
modity produced  in  the  British  Dominions  is  no 
detriment  to  us.  The  higher  duties  on  the  same 
commodity  from  other  foreign  countries  are  boun- 
ties on  ours,  in  common  with  the  same  commo- 
dity produced  in  the  British  possessions.  In  the 
French  West  Indies,  these  articles  were  receivcni 
upon  a  duty  of  one  per  cent,  ad  valorem  equally 
with  the  like  articles  of  other  foreign  countries. 
In  the  British  West  Indies,  besides  being  free,  they 
enjoy  the  advantage  of  a  prohibition  of  the  foreign 
articles. 

12.  Iron,  Bar  and  Pig, — In  respect  to  this  arti- 
cle, likewise,  the  system  of  Great  Britain  is  more 
favorable  than  that  of  France.  While  in  France 
there  is  no  distinction  for  or  against  us,  in  Great 
Britain,  our  iron  is  free,  and  ttiat  of  other  (M>un> 
tries  is  subject,  bar  iron,  to  a  duty  of  from  56s.  2d. 
to  67s.  2d.  per  ton ;  pi^  iron,  to  a  duty  of  5s.  6d. 
per  ton.  It  is  remarkable  that  Irish  iron  pays 
m  Great  Britain  a  duty  of  30s.  lOd.  per  ton. 
Both  in  the  French  and  British  West  Indies, 
the  article  is  prohibited.  The  Secretary  of  State, 
to  show  the  insignificance  of  the  discrimination  in 
our  favor,  observes,  that  we  do  not  make  enough 
for  our  own  consumption  :  but  this  was  not  fore- 
seen by  Great  Britain  when  the  discrimination 
began,  having  arisen  from  the  late  rapid  increase 
of  manufactures  of  iron.  This  is  evinced  hy  the 
fact  that,  in  a  year,  ending  30th  September,  1 790, 
our  export  of  iron  to  Great  Britain  amounted  to 
$81,612. 

The  foregoing  remarks  establish  clearly  that  the 
principal  productions  of  this  country,  generally 
speaking,  are  more  favored  by  the  British  than  by 
the  French  commercial  system. 

Here  it  may  be  proper  to  show  the  amount  of 
the  several  articles  which  have  been  the  subject 
of  inquiry  exported  to  the  respective  dominions  of 
those  countries  for  the  period  of  one  year,  ending 
30th  September,  1790 : 


To  the  Dominions  of  France, 


'ArtielM. 
Flour 
Qrain 
Tobacco    • 
Rice 
Wood 
Salted  fish 
Fish  oil     - 
Pot  and  pearl  ashes 
Salt  meats 
Indigo 
live  stock 


Frmee. 

$892,841 

202,872 

884.642 

166,461 

110,864 

1,106 

91,298 

20.720 

14.109 

10,897 


Weal  Tiidi«^ 

$1»090.8|^ 

77,920 

43.1CK4 

166.4S6 

866,176 

609,106 

14.714 

804,34  G 

l,7S:a 

852,796 
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To  the  DominioM  of  France — Continued. 


Flazwed   - 
Naval  stores 
IroQ 

Total - 


IVanee. 

8,290 
8,169 
1.525 


WMtlndtei. 
623 


1,893,286 
8,081.060 


8,081,050 


To  Freodi  DominioiM       4,424,886 


To  the  Dominions  of  Great  Britain, 

Artfdea. 

rioar 

GrAtn 

Tobaeoo  - 

Rice 

Wood      - 

Salted  fish 

Fifth  oil   • 

Pot  aad  pearl  aahet 

Silt  meats 

Icdigo     - 

Live  stock 

Flaiseed  • 

Xaval  stores 

Inn        - 

Total 


To  British  Dominioas      8,467,178 

The  total  amount  of  exports  to  the  British  and 
French  Dominions,  for  three  years  successively,  is 
a»  follows: 

To  the  Dominions  of  Great  Britain  (9,246,606  00 
To  the  Dominions  of  France         -     4,668,902  00 


Great  Britain. 

West  Indies. 

1676,274 

1858,006 

411,666 

278,505 

2,764.498 

22,816 

778,862 

180,087 

240,174 

882,481 

10 

7,189 

81.048 

124 

747,078 

898 

6,659 

478,830 

6,700 

— 

62,416 

219,924 

^ 

190,670 

6,162 

81,612 

600 

6,661.425 

1,806,744 

1,806,744 

ExeeBs  of  exportation  to  the  Do- 
fflinioos  of  Great  Britain  .     4,577,704  00 

Far  a  year  ending  30M  September,  1791. 

To  the  Dominions  of  Great  Britain  87,953,418  21 
To  those  of  Franee  -  -     4,298,762  26 


Excess  of  exports  to  the  Dominions 
of  Great  Britain 


3.654.655  95 


For  a  year  ending  30^A  September,  1792. 

To  the  Dominions  of  Great  Britain  (8,269,465  00 
To  those  of  France  -  -     6,243,543  00 


Excess  to  Great  Britain 


•     3,025,922  00 


Thos  it  appears  that  onr  exportations  to  the 
British  Dominions,  upon  an  average  of  three  years, 
^ft  exceeded  those  to  the  French  Dominions,  in 
the  rery  considerable  sum  of  (3,752,760  annually. 
To  judge  from  the  fact  of  our  exportations,  whe- 
ther viewed  in  the  detail,  according  to  the  table 
of  particolar  articles,  or  by  the  aggregate,  for  three 
successive  years,  establislied  by  official  documents, 


there  would  be  no  hesitation  to  pronounce  that 
Great  Brituin  is  a  more  important  customer  to  us 
than  Franee,  not  much  short,  indeed,  of  the  ratio 
of  two  to  one.  But  the  Secretary  of  State  informs 
us,  ''that  the  greatest  part  of  what  she  receives 
"  from  us  is  re-exported  to  other  countries,  under 
**  the  useless  charges  of  an  intermediate  dfposite 
**  and  double  voyage.**  The  accuracy  of  this  as* 
sertion  may  justly  be  questioned.  It  is  probably, 
in  a  great  measure,  founded  on  the  statements  of 
Lord  Sheffield,  without  a  proper  allowance  for  the 
change  of  circumstances.  Admitting  those  state- 
ments to  be  correct,  they  are  no  standard  for  the 
present  state  of  things.  It  is  known,  that,  at  the 
period  to  which  they  relate.  Great  Britain  had  a 
monopoly  of  our  trade ;  that  we  could  not,  gene- 
rally speaking,  carry  our  commodities  to  other 
countries.  Of  course,  she  became  an  intermediary 
between  us  and  them,  and  her  re-exportations  of 
our  commodities  must  have  been  very  considera- 
ble. But,  having  had,  since  the  establishment  of 
our  independence,  free  access  to  otlier  countries, 
Great  Britain  has  ceased  to  be  an  intermediary 
between  them  and  us,  except  in  those  crises  in 
which  the  direct  relations  of  commerce  between 
us  and  certiiin  countries  render  it  less  convenient 
to  carry  our  commodities  ourselves  directly  to 
them,  than  to  use  Great  BritJiin  as  an  entrepot. 
This,  however,  is  a  case  of  limited  extent.  For 
the  moHt  part,  we  carry  on  a  direct  commerce  with 
the  different  countries  of  Europe.  Any  rule, 
drawn,  then,  from  the  state  of  things  prior  to  our 
Revolution,  would  be  entirely  false,  in  reference 
to  the  actual  state  of  things.  We  may,  therefore, 
venture  boldly  to  question  the  accuracy  of  the 
Secretary  of  State's  assertion,  as  he  does  not  fur- 
nish us  with  the  data  on  which  it  is  grounded,  as, 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  is  not  probable  that 
any  satisfactory  ones  were  possessed  by  him ;  and 
it  is  improbable,  on  a  general  view,  that  so  large 
a  proportion  as  he  supposes  is  re-exported.  But 
we  may  satisfy  ourselves  further,  by  a  more  par- 
ticular view,  of  the  error  of  his  conjecture.  The 
same  authority  from  which,  I  pre.sume,  his  sug- 
gestions are  derived,  **  that,  before  the  war,  one- 
"  third  of  our  indigo  and  three-fourths  of  our  to- 
""  bacco  and  rice,  carried  to  Great  Britain,  were 
**  re-exported,**  informs  us  that  **  most,  if  not  all 
**our  other  articles  were  consumed  there.*'*  A 
documentft  before  referred  to,  informs  us,  in  ad- 
dition, that  the  average  of  imports  into  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  six  years,  ending  in  1774,  from  the  United 
Sutes,  was,  annually  -  -    £1,752,142. 

That  the  average  of  six  years,  ending 
in  1789,  was  ...       908,636 

constituting  an  annual  decrease  of  -  £843,066 
nearly  half  of  the  whole  amount  of  former  exports. 

The  same  document  accounts  for  this  difiference 
by  stating  that  the  decrea.He  of  imports  of  rice  and 
tobacco  from  the  United  States  since  the  war, 
was — 


•  Lord  Sbeffle1d*8  Obserratioos  oo  the  Oommerce  of  the  Amo* 
riean  Slates,  p.  229. 

t  Beport  of  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Couacil,  Ap.  91. 
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Tobacco 
Rice 


Making  together  - 


-  £582,987     6    0 

-  196,626  16    4 

-  £779.614     1     4 


Oar  own  documents  prove,  in  respect  to  the  flr« 
ticie  of  tobacco,  that  more  than  one-half  of  our 
export  is  directly  from  the  United  States  to  coun- 
tries other  than  Great  Britain.  The  decreasie  in 
the  articles  of  tobacco  and  rice  is  a  convincing 
proof  that  we  now  carry,  ourselves,  to  other  fo- 
reign markets,  the  principal  part  of  that  propor- 
tion of  these  articles  which  used  formerly  to  be 
carried  to  Great  Britain  and  re-exported  from 
thence.  When  we  consider  this  fact,  and  the 
small  proportion  which  indigo  bears  to  our  whole 
export,  the  probability  of  a  proportional  diminu- 
tion  of  the  quantity  of  that  article  re-exported, 
and  that  these  three  articles  are  the  only  conside- 
rable ones  of  re-exportation,  we  must  conclude 
that  there  is  great  exaggeration  in  the  supposition 
that  the  greatest  part  of  our  commodities  now 
carried  to  Great  Britain  is  re-exported  from  thence. 
There  appears  to  be  a  strong  probability  that  the 
allowance  of  one-third  of  our  whole  exports  to 
Great  Britain  for  re-exportation  would  be  ample. 
Let  us,  then,  take  this  proportion  as  a  rule  of  cal- 
culation. With  regard  to  the  British  Dominions 
other  than  Great  Britain  herself,  the  idea  of  re- 
exportation is  not  more  applicable  to  them  than 
to  the  dominions  of  France.  Let  us,  according  to 
these  data,  compute  the  probable  consumption  of 
Great  Britain  for  the  years  before  mentioned. 
The  computation  will  stand  thus : 

JFbr  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1790. 

Two-thirds  the  export  to  Great  Bri- 
tain herself  -  .  .  .  $4,692,682 

Whole  of  exports  to  her  other  Domin- 
ions -  -  -  -  .    2,367,683 


Actual  consumption  of  British  Domi- 
nions ....    6,960^266 

Total  exports  to  French  Dominions  in 

that  year       -  -  .  -    4,668,902 


Excess  of  actual  consumption  of  Bri- 
tish Dominions  beyond  total  of  ex- 
portation of  French  Dominions        -    2,281,363 


For  the  year  ending  ZOth  September,  1791. 

Two-thirds  of  export  to  Great  Britain 

herself  ....  $3,296,032 

Whole  exports  to  her  other  Dominions-    3,010,868 


Actual  consumption  of  British  Domi- 
nions ....    6,306,900 
Total  exports  to  French  Dominions     -    4,298,762 


Excess  of  actual  consumption  of  Bri- 
tish Dominions  beyond  total  of  ex- 
portation to  French  Dominions        -    2.007,138 


Far  the  year  ending  30^A  September,  1792. 

Two  thirds  of  export  to  Great  Britain 

herself  -  -  -  -$3,170,832 

Whole  exportation  to  her  other  Domi- 
nions ...  -     3^13,217 


Actual  consumption  of  British  Domi- 
nions -  •  -  .     6,684,049 
Total  exports  to  French  Dominions     -    6,243^43 


Excess  - 


1,440,506 


From  this  view,  it  may  rationally  be  inferred 
that  Great  Britain  and  her  dominions  actually 
consumed,  annually,  of  our  commodities,  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  more  in  value  tlian  France  and  her 
dominions.  The  comparison  upon  these  years  in 
particularly  favorable  to  France.  In  the  markets 
of  Great  Britain  and  her  dominions  things  have 
gone  on  during  the  whole  time  in  their  natural 
course,  while,  in  those  of  France  and  her  domi- 
nions, from  the  relaxations  incident  to  a  state  of 
revolution  and  convulsion,  and  from  the  additional 
wants  created  by  the  same  causes  oureonimoditiea 
have  found  a  much  greater  latitude  in  their  markets 
than  they  would  enjoy  in  settled  times. 

We  have  seen  that,  in  the  years  1786  and  1788, 
a  very  spall  quantity  of  flour  was  exported  to 
France  and  her  dominions,  (for  Phihtdelphin  is, 
in  this  case,  a  good  standard  for  the  whole,)  while, 
in  the  years  upon  which  the  computation  has  been 
just  made,  this  article  has  been  the  principal  item 
in  the  supplies  to  the  French  Dominions.  The 
just  inference  is,  that,  in  settled  times.  Great  Britain, 
with  her  dominions,  has  been,  and  would  be,  a  much 
better  customer  to  the  United  States,  as  a  constimer, 
than  France  with  her  dominions. 

But  the  stress  which  is  laid  upon  the  re-export- 
ations from  Great  Britain,  as  diminishing  her  vuloe 
as  a  customer,  is  founded  on  talse  principles. 
Since  we  have  access  to  the  countries  to  which 
she  re-exports  some  of  our  commodities,  we  Hhall 
carry  them  there  ourselves,  in  every  case  in  which 
it  is  our  interest  to  do  so.  In  order,  however,  to 
its  being  our  interest  to  do  so,  it  is  necessary  not 
only  that  the  countries  in  question  should  stand 
in  need  of  our  commodities,  but  that  they  should 
have  commodities,  which  it  would  be  convenient 
lor  us  to  receive  in  exchange.  Otherwise,  espe- 
cially where  di-stant  voyages  are  to  be  performed, 
our  vessels  would  find  suflicient  employment  to 
render  voyages  profitable,  nor  would  the  capititl 
employed  be  always  turned  to  due  advantacre. 
Again,  the  nature  of  the  trade  may  be  suoh  as  to 
require  greater  capital  for  carrying  it  on  with 
advantage  than  our  merchants  may  possess,  and 
the  capital  of  our  merchants,  left  free  by  the  inter- 
position of  foreign  capitals,  may  flow  in  a  course  of 
more  beneficial  employment. 

In  such  a  state  of  things,  if  there  were  no  nation 
whose  relations  with  the  countries  in  question 
made  it  convenient  to  be  an  intermediary  between 
us  and  them,  our  commodities  would  not  find  their 
way  thither  in  equal  quantities  to  what  they  noiw 
do,  if  at  all.    The  intervention  of  Great  Britain, 
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therefore,  may,  in  rooet  cases,  be  considered  as  a 
mean  of  extending  instead  of  abridging  our  com- 
merce, and  that  intervention  may  be  no  less  bene- 
ficial to  us,  than  if  she  were  herself  the  consumer 
of  the  commodities. 

The  fact  of  Great  Britain  being  an  intermediary, 
ts  far  IS  it  is  true,  being  then  the  resalt  of 
the  nataral  course  of  trade,  left  to  itself,  is  a  proof 
that  it  is  the  interest  of  the  United  States  that  she 
should  stand,  in  the  cases  supposed,  in  the  relation 
io  which  she  does  stand,  between  us  and  other  fo- 
reigii  countries.  There  is,  therefore,  nothing  of 
weight  in  the  observation,  that  the  quantities  of 
oar  commodities  which  Great  Britain  receives, 
and  re-exports,  are  greater  than  '*  reason  or  nation- 
al iDterest  would  dictate.*^ 

IHPOBTS. 

I  shall  proceed,  in  the  next  place,  to  a  view  of 
OQr  import  trade  with  the  dominions  of  France  and 
Bntain. 

These,  in  the  year  taken  by  Mr.  jErrKBSOK, 
were— 

From  Great  Britain  and  her  domi- 
nions ....      $16,286,428 

From  France  and  her  dominions  2,068,348 

From  the  Secretary's  statement,  it  appears,  that 
about  three-fourths  of  our  imports  come  from 
Great  Britain  and  her  dominions,  of  which  a  con- 
siderable part  is  from  the  West  Indiea  This, 
too,  seems  to  be  considered  by  some  persons  as  a 
gnevance.  But  it  is  among  the  circumstances 
which  demonstrate  to  an  unbiassed  mind,  the 
great  importance  and  utility  of  our  trade  with 
Great  Britain  ;  nor  can  an  alteration  be  made,  but 
br  means  violent  and  contrary  to  our  interests ; 
except  in  a  way  which  is  not  the  object  of  the 
Report,  namely,  an  efficacious  system  of  encou- 
ragement to  home  manufactures.  Every  effort 
to  torn  the  tide  of  trade  from  Great  Britain  to 
other  countries,  will  amount  to  a  premium  upon 
the  manu&cturea  and  productions  of  those  coun- 
tries, at  the  expense  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

How-  does  it  happen  that  the  imports  from  Great 
Britain  are  so  considerable?  Evidently  from  two 
causes : 

IsL  Because  Great  Britain,  aggregateir  consi- 
dered, is  unquestionably  the  first  manufacturing 
coundy  in  the  world,  and  can  supply  us  with  the 
greatest  number  of  articles  we  want,  on  the  best 
tenns. 

3d.  Because  her  merchants  have  large  capitals, 
tod  can  afford  to  give  us  extensive  credit  Our 
merchants,  in  general,  have  small  capitals,  .and 
want  credit 

Both  the  one  and  the  other  circumstance  make 
it  the  interest  of  this  country  to  deal  with  that  to 
the  extent  we  da 

It  is  manifestly  our  interest  to  be  supplied  with 
the  manufiactures  we  want,  of  the  best  quality, 
umI  on  the  best  terms,  and  to  take  them  from  that 
coontry  which  is  most  able  to  furnish  them.  De- 
fioeot  in  capital  ourselves,  it  has  been  very  useful 
to  us  to  find  a  country  which  could  supply  that 
^fificiency;  no  circumstance  has  tended  more  to 


nourish  the  industry,  the  agriculture,  and  the 
commerce  of  this  country,  and  to  advance  its 
growth ;  and,  though  in  a  fiir  less  degree,  it  con- 
tinues still  to  have  the  same  effect.  In  proportion 
as  we  have  less  need  of  our  own  capital,  to  pur- 
chase the  foreign  commodities  we  want,  is  our 
ability  to  use  it,  in  the  exportation  of  our  own,  in 
ship  building  and  navigation,  in  manufactures,  and 
other  internal  improvements,  and  in  the  payment 
of  the  national  revenue. 

There  is  no  country  in  the  world  in  a  situation 
to  benefit  so  much  by  the  aid  of  foreign  capital,  as 
the  United  States.  This  arises  not  only  from 
the  inadequateness,  compared  with  the  objects  of 
employment  of  our  own  capital,  but  from  the  con- 
dition in  which  we  are,  with  numerous  resources 
unexplored  and  undeveloped. 

But,  it  has  been  said,  that  France  can  supply 
us  with  many  articles  better  than  Great  Britain. 
This  expression,  better,  ought  to  include  credit,  as 
well  as  price  and  quality  ;  for,  if  we  stand  in  need 
of  credit,  that  country  which  cannot  give  it  to  us, 
cannot  supply  us  on  as  good  terms  as  the  country 
which  can.  Now,  it  is  known  that  the  merchants 
of  France  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  give  compe- 
tent credit  to  our  merchanta  Moreover,  though 
it  may  be  true  that  France  can  supply  us  with 
some  articles  of  as  good,  or  better  quality  than 
Great  Britain,  the  number  and  extent  of  them  is 
small,  compared  with  the  number  and  extent  of 
the  articles  with  which  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
can  furnish  us,  of  better  quality,  and,  quality  con- 
sidered, cheaper  than  France.  The  great  bulk  of 
the  articles  we  import  from  Europe,  consists  of 
hard- wares,  earthen  ware,  manufactures  of  cotton 
and  wool,  and  linens;  all  of  which,  for  general 
use,  can  be  had  better  from  Britain  and  Ireland 
than  from  other  countries.  The  present  extremely 
deranged  state  of  the  manufactures  of  France,  is 
not  here  noticed,  as  the  argument  is  deemed  suffi- 
ciently strong  without  it  Every  man  of  business 
knows  that  it  is  of  moment  to  a  merchant,  to  find 
a  various  and  well  assorted  cargo,  and  that  it  is, 
generally  speaking,  his  interest  to  go  to  that  place 
where  he  can  obtain  the  greatest  variety  of  the 
articles  of  his  trade,  though  some  of  them  may  not 
be  upon  equally  good  terms,  rather  than  go  to 
another,  where  he  cannot  have  the  same  variety 
and  assortment  of  good  articles,  though  he  might 
be  able  to  obtain  there  a  few  of  better  quality  and 
lower  price.  Hence,  Great  Britain  is,  in  every 
view,  the  best  supplier  of  this  country.  As  trade 
has  been  hitherto  left  to  find  its  own  channels,  the 
presumption  is,  that  it  has  flowed  into  those  where 
its  natural  relations  and  its  best  interests  have  led; 

I  shall  not  deny  that  it  would  be  desirable,  in  or- 
der to  diminish  our  dependence  for  supply  on  one 
nation,  that  others  could  attract  a  portion  of  the 
trade  we  have  with  Great  Britain,  by  being  able 
to  supply  us  equally  well  with  what  we  want, 
and  in  a  manner  which  would  make  it  the  interest 
of  our  merchants  to  turn  their  attention  towards 
them.  But  it  will  not  follow  that  such  change 
ought  to  be  brought  about  by  artificial  methods^ 
Indeed,  this  cannot  be  done,  without  sacrificing 
the  interests  of  this  country  to  those  of  others. 


191 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


199 


H.  OF  R] 


Commerce  of  the  United  States, 


[Januakt,  1794. 


To  lessen  the  importation  of  the  commodities 
of  Great  Britain,  as  far  as  it  may  be  practicable, 
we  must  have  recourse  to  prohibitions  or  to  du- 
ties, so  much  higher  than  those  paid  by  other  coun- 
tries on  the  like  articles,  as  to  counterbalance  the 
disadvantages  they  labor  under,  in  the  competition 
for  our  market  £ither  method  will  operate  as  a 
bounty  upon  the  commodities  of  certain  foreign 
nations,  to  the  prejudice  of  others,  which  bounty 
will  be  paid  at  the  expense  of  our  citizens.  A 
prohibition,  by  lessening  the  competition  of  foreign 
nations,  and  of  course  the  quantity  of  goods  brought 
to  market,  would  increase  the  price  of  the  goods 
of  those  nations  to  whom  the  monopoly  was 
given ;  our  citizens  would  consequently  pay  dearer 
for  their  supply,  and  would  sustain  a  positive  ex- 
pense to  support,  not  their  own  industry  and  manu- 
lactures,  but  those  of  other  countries.  The  same 
effect  would  happen  in  the  case  of  additional  du- 
ties ;  they  would  either  exclude  the  articles  of  the 
countries  upon  which  they  were  laid,  and  operate 
as  a  prohibition,  or,  if  they  did  not,  they  would 
tend  to  raise  the  prices  of  all  articles  of  the  same 
kind,  from  whatever  country  brought ;  those  who 
import  the  highly  dutied  articles  would  endeavor 
to  incorporate  the  duty  with  the  price,  because 
they  could  not  afford  to  do  otherwise.  The  im- 
porters from  the  other  countries  would  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  circumstance  to  increase  their 
profit,  and  would  add  proportionally  to  the  price 
of  their  commodities.  But  the  very  necessity  of 
laying  high  duties  to  fiivor  the  competition  of 
other  countries,  supposes  that  they  cannot  afford  to 
sell  their  commodities  of  equal  quality  as  cheap  as 
the  country  on  whose  commodities  the  duties  are 
laid,  and  aims,  by  rendering  these  dearer,  to  bring 
them  at  least  to  the  level  of  those  which  were 
before  undersold.  It  results,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  will  have  to  pay  higher  prices  than 
formerly,  and  this,  as  already  observed,  not  for 
their  own  advantage,  but  for  that  of  foreigners. 

Among  the  contrivances  used  to  depreciate  the 
value  of  our  commercial  coimexion  with  Great 
Britain  is  this,  that  the  credit  which  she  gives  us 
is  pernicious  by  inducing  us  to  run  in  debt  As 
well  might  it  be  said,  that  the  credit  which  a  set- 
tler of  new  land  obtains,  upon  the  land  which  he 
has  purchased,  or  that  which  a  tailor  gets  upon  the 
cloth  which  he  works  up,  in  the  course  of  his  trade, 
is  prejudiciaL  The  truth  is,  that  credit,  though 
liable  to  abuse,  is  the  substitute  for  capital  in  all 
trades,  and  that  it  serves  to  foster  them  and  increase 
the  mass  of  industry,  though  the  slothful  and  ex- 
travagant suffer  by  it  In  a  young  country,  like 
ours,  it  is  an  essential  nutriment 

If  we  turn  to  the  West  Indies,  there,  too,  the 
comparison  as  to  our  supply  is  in  favor  of  Great 
Britain.  While,  from  the  French  West  Indies,  the 
permanent  system  of  France  allows  us  to  have 
nothing  but  molasses  and  rum,  that  of  Great  Bri- 
tain allows  us  not  only  to  have  those  articles,  but, 
in  addition  to  them,  sugar,  coffee,  cocoa,  ginger, 
pimento,  and  salt,  and  that  directly  from  the 
islands ;  while  the  general  rule  is,  that  they  can- 
not be  carried  directly  to  any  other  foreign  coun- 
try.   It  ought  to  be  deemed  no  inconsiderable  ad- 


vantage to  have  a  direct  supply  from  the  islands  ol 
necessaries  and  comforts  so  important  to  us,  and 
to  be  relieved  from  the  inconvenience  and  expense 
of  getting  them  by  the  circuitous  route  of  Europe ; 
an  advantage  to  which  we  were  left  by  the  system 
of  France,  as  far  as  it  could  be  executed.  Its  hav- 
ing been  in  a  great  degree  frustrated  hj  Colonial 
relaxations  and  contraband  practices,  does  not  alter 
the  complexion  of  that  system. 

It  follows,  from  what  has  been  said,  that  Great 
Britain  is  our  best  furnisher,  as  well  as  our  best 
customer. 

NAVIGATION. 

In  all  the  points  upon  which  the  comparison  of 
our  commerce  with  Great  Britain  and  France  has 
hitherto  turned,  the  advantage  is  on  the  side  of 
that  which  we  carry  on  with  Great  Britain. 
The  only  point  of  further  comparison  respects  our 
tiavigation. 

In  the  trade  immediately  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  as  far  as  respects  our 
own  commodities,  our  ships  are  upon  the  same 
footing  with  those  of  Great  Britain,  (with  the  ex- 
ception, only,  of  Is.  9d.  sterling  per  ton,  for  light 
and  Trinity  dues,  paid  more  on  ours  than  on  Bri- 
tish vessels,  in  all  the  ports  of  England,  but  Lon- 
don,) and  on  a  better  footing  than  those  of  other 
foreign  Powers;  for,  while  they  pay  upon  the 
carriage  of  several  of  their  own  commodities, 
additional  duties,  called  alien  duties,  our  ships 
are  exempt  from  them.  This  is  a  discrimination 
of  some  consequence  in  our  favor,  beneficial  not 
only  to  our  navigation,  but  to  our  agriculture.  It 
is,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  departure,  in  our  favor, 
from  the  principle  of  her  Navigation  Act. 

In  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  our  ships  are  upon  the  same  footing  with 
the  most  favored  nations,  not  better.  So  far,  there- 
fore, the  comparison  is  in  favor  of  the  systeni  of 
Great  Britain.  But  France  allows  us  to  carry 
thither  foreign  commodities  in  our  bottoms,  which 
Great  Britain  does  not  permit  This  is  an  advan- 
tage, but  it  is  one  which  we  enjoy  in  common 
with  other  nations,  and  its  importance,  in  fact,  has 
hitherto  not  been  very  great,  though  it  haa  been 
rendered  greater  than  it  would  naturally  be,  by  the 
disordered  state  of  her  West  India  affairs. 

The  point  truly  interesting  to  us  is  the  carriage 
of  our  own  commodities.  From  the  British  West 
Indies  our  vessels  are  entirely  excluded,  (except 
in  the  instance  of  salt  from  Turk's  Island,)  while 
France  admits  into  her  islands  our  vessels  of  siztj 
tons  and  upwards,  in  common  with  the  like  vessels 
of  other  foreign  countries.  The  comparison, 
therefore,  in  respect  to  the  West  Indies,  is  entirely 
in  favor  of  France.  It  may  not  be  improper  to 
remark,  incidentally,  that  it  is  far  more  important 
to  us  to  have  our  navigation  upon  a  good  footing 
with  the  European  dominions  of  Great  Britain 
than  with  her  West  India  possessions.  This  is 
evinced  by  considering  that  our  exports  to  her 
West  Indies  are,  upon  an  average,  less  than  a 
third  of  our  exports  to  her  European  dominions. 
But,  upon  the  whole,  the  system  of  France  may 
be  considered  as  more  favorable  to  our  navigation 
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than  that  of  Great  Britain.  Yet  the  effect,  as  to 
the  qoantity  of  our  tonnage  employed  in  our  trade 
with  those  countries,  ia  very  different  from  that 
which  is  suggested  in  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  Sbite,  who  has,  in  this  respect,  pursued  a  ?ery 
(rroneons  guide.  He  states  the  tonnage  employed 
between  the  United  States  and  the  dominions  of 
France  at  116,410  tons;  the  dominions  of  Great 
Briuin,  43,580  tons.  But  this  statement  is  talcen, 
Dot  according  to  the  number  of  ships  employed, 
bat  according  to  the  number  of  inward  entries 
Bude  by  each.  Of  course  a  vessel  of  one  hundred 
tons,  mailing  two  voyages  in  a  year  to  and  from 
Great  Britain,  Tas  much  as  can  usually  be  made,) 
would  appear,  by  the  duties,  only  as  two  hundred 
toos ;  whereas  the  same,  or  another  vessel  of  equal 
burden,  making  four  voyages  in  a  year  to  the 
French  West  Jiidies,  (whfch  can  without  difficulty 
be  done,)  would  appear,  by  the  same  entries,  as 
four  hundred  tons;  so  that  our  navigation  with 
tbe  British  dominions,  being  entirely  with  those 
of  Europe,  where  the  voyages  in  a  year  are  few, 
ui  wiih  the  French  dominions,  being  chiefly 
liih  the  West  Indies,  where  the  voyages  in  a  year 
tfe  frequent,  it  might  happen  that  the  returns 
which  have  been  followed  by  the  Secretary  of 
Stale  would  show,  nominally,  aouble  the  quantity 
of  tonnage  employed  between  the  United  States 
and  the  dominions  of  France  than  between  the 
United  States  and  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain, 
while,  in  fact,  we  might  have  more  actual  tonnage 
employed  in  the  latter  than  in  the  former  case. 
An  iniiccuracy  of  this  nature  demonstrates  the 
incorrect  manner  in  which  the  Report  has  been 
firaaied.  According  to  a  return  lately  made  to 
thU  House,  the  real  proportion  of  actual  tonnage 
of  the  United  States  employed  in  our  trade  with 
the  dominions  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  the 
year  ending  30th  September,  1792,13  as  follows: 
wiLi  those  of  France,  82,510  tons;  with  those  of 
Great  Britain,  66,582  tons.  We  find,  then,  upon 
a  comprehensive  and  particular  investigation  of 
the  syntem  of  Great  Britain,  that,  instead  of  its 
Wearing  an  aspect  particularly  unfriendly  to  us,  it 
bait,  in  fact,  a  contrary  aspect;  that,  compared 
«iih  other  foreign  nations,  it  makes  numerous  and 
substantial  discriminations  in  our  favor;  that  it 
secures  by  means  which  operate  as  bounties  upon 
our  commodities,  a  preference  in  her  markets 
to  the  greatest  number  of  our  principal  produc- 
tioD<4,  and  thereby  materially  promotes  our  ngri- 
euiiure  and  commerce ;  that,  in  the  system  of 
France,  there  is  but  a  single  and  not  very  impor- 
tant instance  of  a  similar  kind;  that,  if  France 
allows  us  some  advantage  of  navigation  in  her 
isunds,  she  allows  the  same  advantages  to  all 
otner  foreign  nations,  while  Great  BriUiin  allows 
ad?antages  to  our  navigation  with  herself  directly 
Thich  she  does  not  allow  to  other  foreign  nations ; 
that,  if  France  admits  our  salted  fish  into  her 
We^t  India  isUuds,  she  does  it  under  such  duties 
Qpon  ours,  and  such  premiums  upon  her  own,  as 
Would  exclude  us  from  them,  if  she  had  capacity 
to  »app]y  herself,  while  she  formally  prohibits  our 
flour ;  that,  if  Great  Britain  excludes  our  fish  from 
her  island^  she  freely  admits  ourj^flour;  that 
3d  Coh.— 7 


while  France,  as  far  as  we  are  permitted  to  trade 
with  her  islands,  lets  in  other  foreign  nations  to  a 
competition  with  us  on  equal  terms,  Great  Britain 
excludes  from  a  competition  with  most  of  the 
articles  of  the  United  States,  which  she  admits 
into  the  islands,  the  like  articles  of  other  foreign 
countries;  that,  while  France  permits  us  to  be 
supplied  directly  from  her  islands  with  nothing 
more  than  she  permits  to  other  nations,  and  with 
only  the  two  articles  of  molasses  and  rum.  Great 
Britain  allows  us  to  be  supplied  directly  trom  her 
islands  with  a  considerable  number  of  essential 
articles,  and  refuses  a  direct  supply  of  those  arti- 
cles to  other  foreign  countries ;  that,  if  the  systeni 
of  France  is  somewhat  more  favorable  to  our  na- 
vigation, that  of  Great  Britain  is  far  more  favora- 
ble to  our  agriculture,  our  commerce,  and  to  the 
due  and  comfortable  supply  of  our  wants;  that 
Great  Britain  is  a  better  furnisher  than  France  of 
the  articles  we  want  from  other  foreign  countries, 
and  a  better  customer  for  what  we  have  to  sell ; 
and  that  the  actual  relations  of  commerue  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  BriLiin  are  more  ex- 
tensive and  important  than  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  it  may  be  added,  or  any 
other  country  in  the  world,  for  our  trade  with 
France  is  no  doubt  second  in  importance.  Where, 
then,  is  the  ground  for  extolling  the  liberal  policy 
of  France,  the  superior  importance  of  our  com- 
mercial connexion  with  her,  and  for  exclaiming 
against  the  illiberal  and  oppressive  policy  of  Great 
Britain,  and  for  representing  our  intercourse  \vith 
her  as  secondary  in  consequence  and  utility? 
There  is  none.  It  is  altogether  a  deception,  which 
has  been  long  successfully  practised  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  and  which  it  is  high  time 
we  should  unmask.  If  we  pass  from  the  fact  of 
the  footing  of  our  commerce  with  France  and 
Great  Britain  to  the  principles  and  motives  of 
their  respective  systems,  we  shall  find  as  little 
room  for  eulogiura  on  the  one  as  censure  on  the 
other.  Candor  will  assign  to  both  the  same  sUi- 
tion  in  our  good  or  bad  opinion.  Both,  like  other 
nations,  have  ai/ned  at  securing  the  greatest  pos- 
sible portion  of  benefit  to  themselves,  with  no 
greater  concession  to  our  ititerests  than  was  sup- 
posed to  coincide  with  their  own.  The  Colonial 
systems  of  France  is  the  great  theme  of  the  plaud- 
its of  her  piU'tisans.  The  detail  already  entered 
into  respecting  it  will  now  be  lurther  elucidited 
by  a* concise  view  of  its  general  principles  and 
progress.  An  ordinance  of  the  year  1727,  like  the 
British  Navigation  Act,  had  given  to  the  mother 
country  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  of  the  Colonics, 
and  had  entirely  excluded  foreigners  from  it.  Ex- 
perience having  shown,  as  we  learn  from  an  ordi- 
nance of  August  30,  1784,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
moderate  the  rigor  of  that  system,  small  relaxa- 
tions from  time  to  time  accordingly  took  place; 
and,  by  the  ordinance  just  mentioned,  more  im- 
portant alterations  were  made.  That  ordinance 
establishes  several  free  ports  in  the  French  islands : 
one  at  St.  Lucie,  one  at  Martinique,  one  at  Gua- 
daloupe,  one  at  Tobago,  and  three  at  St.  Domingo, 
and  grants  permission,  *Uill  the  King  should  please 
otherwise  to  ordain,*^  to  foreign  vessels  of  at  least 


195 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


196 


H.  OP  R] 


Commerce  of  the  United  States. 


[January,  1794. 


sixty  tons  burden,  to  carry  to  those  free  ports 
wood  of  all  kinds,  pit  coal,  live  animals,  suited 
beef,  bat  not  pork,  salted  cod  fish,  rice,  Indian 
corn,  vegetables,  green  hides  in  the  hair  or  tanned, 
peltry,  turpentine,  and  tar,  and  to  take  from  the 
same  ports  molHsses,  rum,  and  merchandises,  which 
bad  been  imported  from  France,  cluirging  the  arti- 
cles which  are  permitted  to  be  imported  with  the 
duties  stated  in  the  table.  The  steps  which  suc- 
ceeded that  ordinance,  calculated  to  narrow  its 
operation  in  regard  to  the  articles  of  fish,  have  been 
already  noted  so  particularly  as  to  render  a  reca- 
pitulation unnecessary.  It  is  sufficient  to  repeat 
that  they  manifested  on  this  point  a  decided  dis- 
position to  exclude,  as  far  as  possible,  foreign  from 
a  competition  with  their  own  fish.  It  appears, 
then,  that  the  general  principle  of  the  Colony  sys- 
tem of  Ftance,  like  that  of  Great  Britain,  was  a 
system  of  monopoly,  and  that  some  temporary 
deviations  from  it  were  from  time  to  time  made, 
from  necessity  or  the  force  of  circumstances.  In 
like  manner  the  Navigation  Act  of  Great  BriUiin 
gives  the  mother  cduntry  a  monopoly  of  the  trade 
of  her  Colonies,  not  only  as  to  navigation,  but  as 
to  supply  ;  but  the  force  of  circumstances  has  led 
to  some  deviations.  The  deviations  of  France 
have  exterided  partially  to  navigation,  as  well  as 
to  supply.  Those  of  Great  Brittiin  have  extended 
further  than  those  of  France,  as  to  supply,  but 
have  been  narrower  as  to  navigation.  Neither, 
however,  has  deviated  further  than  particular  situ- 
ation dictated.  Great  Britain  has  been  less  relaxed 
on  the  article  of  navigation  than  France,  because 
the  means  of  navigation  possessed  by  the  former 
were  more  adequate  than  those  possessed  by  the 
latter.  France  has  been  more  restrictive  on  the 
article  of  exports  than  Great  Britain,  because  her 
home  market  was  more  adequate  to  the  consump- 
tion of  the  productions  of  her  islands  than  that  of 
Great  Britain  to  those  of  her  islands,  and  because 
the  latter  found  advantages  in  allowing  a  free  ex- 
port to  the  United  States  as  an  article  of  exchange. 
France  permitted  the  introduction  of  salted  beef 
and  fish  into  her  islands,  because  she  could  not 
sufficiently  furnish  those  articles  herself;  she  pro- 
hibited flour  and  pork,  because  she  thought  herself 
competent  to  the  supply  of  them.  Great  Britain 
prohibited  fish,  because  she  knew  herself  able  to 
furnish  it,  and,  like  France,  was  jealous  of  an  in- 
terference witn  her  fisheries,  as  a  main  support  uf 
her  navigation.  She  permitted  flour,  because  she 
knew  herself  unable  to  supply  it.  As  far  as  the 
measures  of  France  may  have  had  a  conciliatory 
aspect  towards  this  country,  she  was  influenced 
by  the  desire  of  sharing  more  largely  in  our  trade, 
and  diverting  it  more  from  her  ancient  rival.  As 
far  as  the  measures  of  Great  Britain  may  have 
made  any  concession  to  us,  they  have  proceeded 
from  a  sense  of  our  importance  to  her  as  a  cus- 
tomer, from  the  utility  of  our  supplies  to  her,  from 
a  conviction  that  it  was  necessary  to  facilitate  to 
us  the  means  of  re-exchange ;  that  it  was  better 
to  t:ike  our  commodities  which  were  paid  for  in 
commodities,  than  those  of  other  countries  which 
glie  might  have  to  pay  for  in  specie ;  that  it  was 
good  pulley  to  give  us  some  douceur,  as  well  to 


hinder  our  commerce  from  running  into  another 
channel,  as  to  prevent  collisions  which  might  be 
mutually  injurious.  These  are  the  true  features  of 
the  systems  of  both  countries,  as  to  motives.  If  we 
are  unprejudiced  we  shall  see  in  neither  of  theoi 
either  enmity  or  particular  friendship;  but  we  shall 
see  in  both  a  predominant  principle  of  seir-interesty 
the  universal  rule  of  national  conduct 

Having  completed  my  comparison  of  the  two 
systems  of  France  and  Great  Britain  towards  this 
country,  I  shall  now  extend  it  to  those  of  other 
countries,  in  order  to  mark  the  principal  differ* 
ences. 

[Here  Mr.  Sbhth  described  the  situation  of  oar 
commercial  relations  with  the  United  Nether- 
lands, Sweden,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Denmark, 
and  drew  the  conclusion  that  the  system  of  Great 
Britain,  not  only  as  compared  with  tliat  of  Prance, 
was  entitled  to  our  preference,  but  that  it  was  al^o 
greatly  to  be  preferred  to  that  of  all  the  before* 
mentioned  nations,  except,  perhaps,  the  United 
Netherlands.]  He  then  continued  bis  speech  as 
follows : 

From  the  view  which  has  been  taken,  this  ge- 
neral reflection  results,  that  the  system  of  every 
country  is  selfish  according  to  its  circumstances, 
and  contains  all  those  restrictions  and  exclnsions 
which  it  deems  useful  to  its  own  interest.  Be- 
sides this,  a  desire  to  secure  to  the  mother  country 
a  monopoly  of  the  trade  of  its  Colonies,  is  a  predo- 
minant feature  in  the  system  of  almost  every 
country  in  Europe.  Nor  is  it  without  foundation 
in  reason.  Colonies,  especially  small  islands,  are 
usually  maintained  and  defended  at  the  expense 
of  the  mother  country,  and  it  seems  a  natural  re- 
compense for  that  service,  that  the  mother  country 
should  enjoy,  exclusively  of  other  nations,  tbe  be- 
nefit of  trade  with  its  Colonies.  This  was  thoug^ht 
reasonable  by  the  United  States,  while  Colonies, 
even  afler  their  disputes  on  the  point  of  taxation 
had  begun ;  and  however  the  question  may  stand 
between  the  mother  country  and  its  Colonies,  be- 
tween the  former  and  foreign .  nations,  it  is  not 
easy  to  see  how  the  equity  of  the  exclusion  can  be 
contested.  At  any  rate,  its  being  the  most  pre- 
vailing system  of  nations  having  Colonies,  there  is 
no  room  for  acrimony  against  a  particular  one 
that  pursues  it.  This  ou;rht  not  to  dissuade  the 
United  States  from  availing  itself  of  every  just 
and  proper  influence  to  gam  admission  into  the 
Colony  trade  of  the  natioits  concerned;  but  this 
object  ought  to  be  pursued  with  moderation,  not 
under  the  instigation  of  a  sense  of  injury,  but  on 
the  ground  of  temperate  negotiation  and  reasona- 
ble equivalent. 

These  observations  ought  to  produce  two  effects, 
to  moderate  our  resentments  against  particular 
nations  and  our  partialities  for  others,  and  to  evince 
the  imprjicticability  and  Quixotism  of  an  attempt 
by  violence,  oa  the  part  of  this  young  country,  to 
break  through  the  fetters  which  the  universal  po- 
licy of  nations  imposes  on  their  intercourse  with 
each  other. 

Our  moderation  in  this  respect  ought  to  be  ex- 
cited by  another  reflection — does  not  our  own  sys- 
tem present  a  number  of  exclusions  and  restrictions 
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similar  to  those  of  which  vre  complain?  Let  us 
look  into  oar  impost  and  tonnage  acts ;  do  they 
net  exhibit  a  nnmber  of  instances  of  duties  pro- 
hibitory in  their  principle  and  extent?  Do  they 
not,  by  additional  duties  on  foreign  Teasels  and  on 
goods  brought  in  foreign  vessels,  secure  a  decided 
superiority  to  oar  ships  in  the  navigation  between 
this  country  and  all  those  to  which  they  are  per- 
mitted to  go  ?  If  duties  on  goods  of  one  country, 
imported  into  another,  are  oppressions  and  griev- 
ancee,  (ais  the  Secretary  of  State  seems  frequently 
to  suppose,)  how  few  are  the  foreign  articles  brought 
into  the  United  States,  on  which  considerable  du- 
ties are  not  laid. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  after  pointing  out  the  ez- 
dttsions,  restrictions,  and  burdens,  which  prevent 
our  eojovtng  all  th^  advantages  which  we  could  de- 
Fire  in  tne  trade  with  foreign  countries,  proceeds  to 
indicate  the  remedies ;  these  are  counter-exclusions, 
restrictions,  and  burdens. 

The  reason  of  the  thing  and  the  general  observa- 
tionR  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  would  extend  the  re- 
gulations to  be  adopted  to  all  the  nations  with  whom 
we  have  connexions  in  trade ;  but  his  conclusion 
would  seem  to  confine  them  to  Great  Britain,  on 
the  suggestion  that  she  alone  has  declined  friendly 
arrangeoients  by  treaty,  and  that  there  is  no  reason 
to  conclude,  that  friendly  arrangements  would  be 
declined  by  other  nations. 

The  suggestion  with  regard  to  great  Britain,  ap- 
pears not  to  be  well  founded,  if  we  are  to  judge 
from  the  correspondence  of  the  British  Minister, 
Mr.  Hammond,  communicated  by  the  Prbsidbnt 
to  the  House.  Mr.  Jefferson  asks  him  if  he  is 
empowered  to  treat  on  the  subject  of  commerce ; 
he  replies,  that  he  is  fully  authorized  to  enter  into 
a  negotiation  for  that  purpose,  though  not  as  yet 
empowered  to  conclude.  Upon  further  difficulty 
and  objecUon  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr. 
Hammond  renews  his  assurance  of  his  competency 
to  enter  on  a  negotiation,  which  he  rests  on  his 
commission,  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  and  his 
instructions  ;  Mr.  Jefferson  requires  a  communica- 
tion of  his  full  powers  for  that  purpose,  and  de- 
clines the  negotiation.  This  was  by  no  construction 
a  declining  on  the  part  of  the  British  Minister. 
Forms  were  the  obstacle  with  the  Secretary  of  State, 
whose  seal,  at  best,  was  not  greater  than  Mr.  Ham- 
mond's. 

Bat  with  regard  to  Spain,  these  observations  oc- 
cur. A  secret  article  with  France,  stipulated  for 
Spain  a  right  to  become  a  party  to  our  commer- 
cttl  treaty  with  France,  on  the  same  terms.  She 
has  never  availed  herself  of  the  right.  Do  we 
not  know,  that  measures  have  been  since  pursued 
tovirds  forming  a  treaty  o(  commerce  with  her  ? 
Do  we  not  know  that  none  has  been  formed  ? 
Hire  we  not  reason  to  suspect,  that  such  a  treaty, 
on  eligible  term^,  could  not  be  obtained  but  at  a 
price  which  we  should  be  unwilling  to  pay  for  it  ? 
U&ve  no  measures  been  pursued  towards  effecting 
a  commercial  treaty  with  a  power  so  interesting  to 
OS  as  Portugal  ?  What  was  the  object  of  sending 
a  Minister  <here  ?  How  happens  it,  that  there  is 
no  return  t  Is  not  there  reason  to  conclude,  from 
the  long  delay,  that  there  are  serious  obstacles  to 


the  forming  a  proper  treaty  of  commerce  with  that 
nation  ? 

Why,  then,  is  Great  Britain  selected,  but  that  it 
is  most  in  unison  with  our  passions  to  enter  into 
collisions  with  her  ? 

If  retaliations  for  restrictions,  ezclusions,  and 
burdens,  are  to  take  place,  they  ought  to  be  dealt 
out,  with  a  proportional  hand,  to  all  those  from 
whom  the^  are  experienced.  This,  justice  and 
an  inoffensive  conduct,  require.  If,  su^ring  equal 
impediments  to  our  trade  from  one  Power  as  an- 
other, we  rataliate  on  one  and  not  on  another,  we 
manifest  that  we  are  governed  by  a  spirit  of  hos- 
tility towards  the  Power  against  whom  our  retali- 
ation is  directed,  and  we  ought  to  count  upon  a 
reciprocation  of  that  spirit.  If,  suffering  fewer 
from  one  than  from  another,  we  retaliate  only  on 
that  party  firom  whom  we  suffer  least,  the  spirit  of 
enmity,  by  which  we  were  actuated,  becomes 
more  unequivocal.  If,  receiving  a  positively  bet- 
ter treatment  f^om  one  than  another,  we  deal  most 
harshly  towards  that  Power  which  treats  us  best, 
will  it  be  an  evidence  either  of  justice  or  modera- 
tion? Will  it  not  be  a  proof  eithef  of  caprice, 
or  of  a  hatred  and  aversion,  of  a  nature  to  over- 
rule the  considerations  both  of  equity  and  pru- 
dence ? 

Whatever  questions  may  be  raised  about  the 
preference  due  to  the  British  commercial  system, 
as  compared  with  that  of  France,  there  can  be 
none,  comparing  it  either  with  that  of  Spain  or 
Portugal. 

Where,  then,  is  the  justification  of  the  attempt  to 
produce  a  war  of  commercial  regulations  with  Great 
Britain,  passing  over  greater  objections  to  the  policy 
observed  towards  us  by  other  nations  ? 

Commercial  regulations  ought  to  be  bottomed 
on  oommeroial  motives;  but,  if  political  grievances 
are  to  be  implicated,  is  there  no  Power  proposed  to 
be  exempted,  of  whom  we  have  cause  to  com- 
plain ? 

The  propositions,  (which  may  be  considered  as  a 
commentary  on  the  report,)  do  every  thing  but  name 
Great  Britain.  Professedly  confined  to  the  Powers 
with  whom  we  have  no  treaties  of  commerce,  the 
artiofes  selected,  as  the  objects  of  regulation,  have 
scarcely  any  application  but  to  Great  Britain.  This 
is  but  a  flimsy  cover  ;  the  design  will  be  mistaken 
by  no  one,  and  there  would  have  been  much  more 
dignity  in  naming  the  party  "with  whom  it  was 
meant  to  contend. 

The  idea  of  an  apportionment  of  retaliation  to 
grievance  is  rendered  impossible  by  our  treaties. 
These  contain  precise  stipulations  of  mutual  pri- 
vileges, and  in  each  case  the  general  principle  of 
the  party  being  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored 
nation. 

But  at  least  it  might  be  done  with  regard  to  the 
Powers  with  whom  we  have  no  treaties,  and  the 
not  proposing  it  will  be  considered  as  a  clear  proof 
that  the  ostensible  object  is  one  thing,  the  real  ob- 
ject another. 

Will  it  be  believed  out  of  doors  that  all  this  pro- 
ceeds from  a  pure  zeal  for  the  advancement  of 
commerce  and  navigation?  Have  the  views  of 
our  public  councils  been  uniform  on  this  point? 
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Have  they  never  contributed  to  tbo«e  faYorable  op- 
portunities for  making  such  a  treaty,  by  recalling 
powers  for  that  purpose  once  given,  by  defeating 
efforts  made  to  send  them -when  they  might  have 
been  useful  ? 

Whatever  may  be  the  motive,  the  operation  may 
clearly  be  pronounced  to  be  a  phenomenon  in  poli- 
tical history — a  Government  attempting  to  aid  com- 
merce by  throwing  it  into  Confusion ;  by  obstruct- 
ing the  most  precious  channels  in  which  it  flows, 
under  the  pretence  of  making  it  flow  more  freely  ; 
by  damming  up  the  best  outlet  for  the  surplus  com- 
modities of  the  country,  and  the  best  inlet  for  the 
supplies  of  which  it  stands  in  need ;  by  disturbing, 
without  temptation,  a  beneficial  course  of  things, 
in  an  experiment  precarious,  if  not  desperate  4  by 
arresting  the  current  of  a  prosperous  and  progres- 
sive navigation,  to  transfer  it  to  other  countries, 
and  by  making  all  this  wild  work  in  the  blameable, 
but  feeble  attempt  to  build  up  the  manfactures  and 
trade  of  another  country  at  the  expense  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

I^t  us  take  a  closer  view  of  the  project  It  has 
been  proved  that  it  does  not  rest  on  a  basis  of  dis- 
tributive Justice,  and  observations  have  been  made 
to  evince  its  impolicy.  But  this  demands  a  more 
critical  examination. 

Let  it  be  premised,  that  it  is  a  project  calculated 
to  disturb  the  existing  course  of  three-fourths  of  our 
import  trade,  two-fifths  of  our  export  trade,  and  the 
means  on  which  depend  two-thirds,  at  least,  of  our 
revenues. 

To  be  politic,  therefore,  it  ought  to  unite  these 
different  ingredients : 

First.  An  object  of  adequate  utility  to  the  coun- 
try. 
Second.  A  moral  certainty,  at  least,  of  success. 
Third.  An  assurance  that  the  advantage  likely 
to  be  obtained  is  not  overbalanced  by  the  inconve- 
niences likely  to  be  incurred,  and  as  an  equivijent 
for  the  jeopardy  to  which  advantages  in  our  pos* 
session  are  exposed. 

Ist  The  direct  object  professed  to  be  aimed  at, 
is  a  freer  trade  with  Great  Britain,  and  access  to 
her  West  India  Islands,  in  our  own  ships.  A  col- 
lateral one,  the  success  of  which  seems  most  relied 
on,  is  to  transfer  a  part  of  our  too  great  trade 
with  Great  Britain  to  other  nations,  particularly 
France. 

The  first  is  no  doubt  an  object  of  real  magni- 
tude, worthy  of  every  reasonable  and  promising 
exertion.  The  second,  in  the  single  light  of  ob- 
viating a  too  great  dependence  for  supply  on  one 
nation,  is  not  unworthy  of  attention,  but,  as  before 
observed,  it  ought  only  to  be  aimed  at  by  expedi- 
ents neither  embarrassing  nor  expensive;  it  is  a 
very  insufiScient  object  to  be  pursued  either  at 
hazard  or  expense  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  It  has  been  already  shown,  that  to  pur- 
sue it,  either  by  prohibitions  or  partial  increase  of 
duties,  would  be  a  costly  undertaking  to  this  coun- 
try. 

2d.  The  second  Ingredient  is,  "  a  moral  certain- 
ty of  success."  The  argument  used  to  prove  the 
probability,  nay,  the  certainty  of  success,  is  this : 
the  United  States  are  a  most  important  customer 


to  Great  Britain  ;  they  now  take  off  near  three  mil- 
lions in  her  manufactures,  and  by  the  progress  of 
their  population,  which  is  likely  to  exceed  that  of 
their  manufactures,  the  probability  is,  that  their 
importance  as  a  customer  will  increase,  every  year ; 
their  importance  to  Great  Britain,  as  a  source  of 
supply,  is  not  less  than  as  a  customer  for  her  ma- 
nufactures; the  articles  with  which  they  furnish 
her,  are  those  of  prime  necessity,  consisting  of  the 
means  of  subsistence,  and  the  materials  for  ship- 
building and  manufactures,  while  the  articles  vre 
derive  from  her,  are  mostly  those  of  convenience 
and  luxury  ;  her  supplies  to  us  are  therefore  less 
useful  than  ours  to  her ;  that  it  would  be  contrary 
to  all  good  policy  in  Great  Britain,  to  hazard  the 
turning  of  a  commerce  so  beneficial,  into  other 
channels ;  besides  all  this.  Great  Britain  is  immers- 
ed in  debt,  and  in  a  state  of  decrepitude ;  derange- 
ment of  our  commerce  with  her,  would  endanger  a 
shock  to  the  whole  fabric  of  her  credit,  and  by  af- 
fecting injuriously  the  interests  of  a  great  portion 
of  her  mercantile  body,  and  by  throwing  out  of^ 
employ  a  large  number  of  her  manufacturers,  would 
raise  a  clamor  against  the  Ministry  too  loud  and  loo 
extensive  to  be  resisted ;  and  that  they  would 
consequently  be  compelled,  by  the  weight  of  these 
considerations,  to  yield  to  our  wishes. 

It  is  as  great  an  error  in  the  Councils  of  a  country 
to  over-rate  as  to  under-i*ate  its  importance.  The 
foregoing  argument  does  this,  and  it  does  it  in  de- 
fiance of  experience.  Similar  arguments  were  for- 
merly used  in  favor  of  a  non-importation  scheme ; 
the  same  consequences  now  foretold,  were  then  pre- 
dicted in  the  most  sanguine  manner ;  but  the  pre- 
diction was  not  fulfilled.  This  it  would  seem,  ought 
to  be  a  caution  to  us  now,  and  ought  to  warn  us 
against  relying  upon  the  like  effects,  promised  from 
a  measure  of  much  less  force,  namely,  an  increase 
of  duties. 

If  our  calculations  are  made  on  the  ordinary 
course  of  the  human  passions,  or  on  a  just  estimate 
of  relative  advantages  for  the  contest  proposed,  we 
shall  not  be  sanguine  in  expecting  that  the  victory 
will  be  readily  yielded  to  us,  or  that  it  will  be  ea.stly 
obtained 

The  Navigation  Act  of  Great  Britain,  the  princi- 
ples of  which  exclude  us  from  the  advantages  we 
wish  to  enjoy,  is  deemed  by  English  politicians, 
as  the  palladium  of  her  riches,  greatness,  and  se- 
curity. 

After  having  cherished  it  for  such  a  long  suc- 
cession of  years,  after  having  repeatedly  hazarded 
much  for  the  maintenance  of  it,  with  so  strong  a 
conviction  of  its  immense  importance,  is  it  at  all 
probable  that  she  would  surrender  it  to  us  without 
a  struggle — that  she  would  permit  us  to  extort  the 
abandonment  of  it  from  her  without  a  serious  trial 
of  strength  ? 

Prejudices  riveted  by  time  and  habit,  opinions 
fixed  by  long  experience  of  advantages,  a  sense  of 
interest,  irritated  pride,  a  ^irit  of  resentment  at 
the  attempt,  all  these  strong  circumstances  would 
undoubtedly  prompt  to  resistince.  It  would  be 
felt,  that  if  a  concession  were  made  to  us  upon  the 
strength  of  endeavors  to  extort  it,  the  whole  sys- 
tem must  be  renounced;   it  would  be  perceived 
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that  the  way  haying  been  once  successftilly  pointed 
out  to  other  nations,  would  cot  fail  to  be  followed, 
and  that  a  Barrender  to  one  would  be  a  surrender 
to  all 

Resistance,  therefore,  would  certainly  follow  in 
one  or  other  mode,  a  war  of  arms,  or  of  commercial 
re|:ttladons. 

If  the  first  should  be  determined  upon,  it  would 
not  be  difficult  for  Great  Britain  to  persuade  the 
other  Powers  with  whom  she  is  united,  that  they 
ought  to  make  common  cause  with  her.  She 
would  represent  that  our  regulations  were  in  fact 
only  a  covert  method  of  taking  part  in  the  war  by 
embarrassing  her,  and  that  it  was  the  interest  of 
the  cause  in  which  they  were  combined,  to  frustrate 
our  attempts. 

If  war  could  be  foreseen  as  the  certain  conse- 
quence of  the  experiment  proposed  to  be  made,  no 
arguments  would  be  necessary  to  dissuade  from  it. 
Every  body  would  be  sensible  that  more  was  to  be 
kut  than  gained,  and  that  so  great  a  hazard  ought 
not  to  be  ran. 

But  we  are  assured  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
this  consequence,  that  no  nation  would  have  a 
right  to  take  umbrage  at  any  regulations  we 
should  adopt  with  regard  to  our  own  trade,  and 
that  Great  Britain  would  take  care  how  she  put 
to  risk  so  much  as  she  would  hazard  by  a  quarrel 
with  us. 

AU  this  is  far  more  plausible  than  solid.  Ex- 
perience has  proved  to  us  that  the  Councils  of  that 
country  are  influenced  by  passion  as  well  as  our 
own.  If  we  should  seize  the  present  moment  to 
attack  her  in  a  point  where  she  is  peculiarly  sus- 
ceptible, she  would  be  apt  .to  regard  it  as  a  mark 
of  determined  hostility.  This  would  naturally 
tend  to  kindle  those  sp«4c3  of  enmity  which  are  al- 
leged to  exist  on  her  side.  War  is  as  often  the  re- 
sult of  resentment  as  of  calculation.  A  direct  and 
immediate  war  between  us  would  not  be  surpris- 
ing; but  if  this  should  not  take  place,  mutual  ill 
offices  and  irritations,  which  naturally  grow  out  of 
such  a  state  of  things,  would  be  apt  quickly  to  lead 
to  it  iQsults  and  aggressions  might  become  so 
malliplied  and  open  as  not  to  permit  forbearance 
OD  either  side. 

It  would  be  a  calculation  with  Great  Britain  whe- 
ther she  could  best  oppose  us  by  retaliating  regula- 
tions, or  by  arms. 

As  circumstances  at  the  moment  of  deliberation 
should  point,  according  to  the  then  view  of  pro- 
babilities, would  be  the  result  The  decision  may 
be  in  favor  of  war,  under  the  idea  that  its  distresses 
might  induce  us  to  enter  into  a  commercial  treaty 
Bpon  her  own  terms;  who  can  pronounce  that 
this  would  not  be  the  result,  when  it  is  considered 
that  she  is  likely  to  be  aided  by  so  many  other 
maritime  powers  now  in  her  connexion  ? 

Let  us,  however,  take  it  for  granted,  that  she 
would  prefer  the  other  course,  that  of  retaliating 
regulations;  how  will  the  contest  stand?  The 
proportion  of  the  whole  exports  of  Great  Britain, 
which  comes  to  the  United  States,  is  about  one- 
fifth;  the  proportion  of  our  exports,  which  goes  to 
Great  Britain,  is  about  one-eighth  of  the  whole 
amount  of  her  imports.    Taking  the  mean  of  these 


proportions  of  imports  and  exports,  the  proportion 
which  our  trade  with  Great  Britain  bears  to  the 
totality  of  her  trade  is  about  one-sixth. 

The  proportion  of  imports  from  the  dominions 
of  Great  Britain  into  the  United  States,  may  be 
stated  at  three-fourths  of  our  whole  importation  \ 
the  proportion  which  our  exports  to  the  same  do- 
minions bears  to  our  total  exportation  may  be 
stated  at  two-fifths ;  taking  the  mean  of  those  two, 
the  proportion  which  our  trade  with  Great  Britain 
bears  to  our  whole  trade  is  something  more  than 
one-half. 

It  follows,  then,  that  while  a  commercial  warfare 
with  Great  Britain  would  disturb  the  course  of 
about  one-sixth  of  her  trade,  it  would  disturb  the 
course  of  more  than  one-half  of  ours. 

This  much  greater  proportional  derangement  of. 
our  trade  than  of  hers  by  a  contest,  is  a  mathema- 
tical demonstration  that  the  contest  would  be  un- 
equal on  our  part ;  that  we  should  put  more  to 
hazard  than  Great  Britain  would  do;  should  be 
likely  to  suffer  greater  inconvenience  than  her,  and 
consequently,  (the  resolution  and  perseverance  of 
the  two  parties  being  supposed  equal,)  would  be 
soonest  induced  to  abandon  the  contest 

The  inequality  of  the  contest  is  evinced  by  these 
further  considerations.  The  capital  of  Great  Bri- 
tain is  greater  in  proportion  to  numbers  than  ours 
A  manufacturing,  as  well  as  an  agricultural  na- 
tion, the  objects  of  her  industry  and  the  materials 
of  her  trade  are  as  much  diversified  as  can  be  well 
conceived,  while  ours  are  few  and  simple.  The 
habits  of  her  people  admit  of  her  bringing  into  ac- 
tion every  source  of  revenue  which  she  possesses, 
while  those  of  ours  embarrass  the  Government  at 
every  step,  and  would  render  substitutes  for  the 
existing  ones  extremely  difficult  The  Govern- 
roent  of  Great  Britain  has  all  the  energy  which  can 
be  derived  either  from  the  nature  of  a  Govern- 
ment, or  from  long  habits  of  obedience  in  the  peo- 
ple, while  ours  is  in  its  infancy-^neither  confirmed 
by  age  nor  habit,  and  with  many  circumstances  to 
lessen  its  force.  No  one  can  but  be  sensible,  that 
in  proportion  to  the  capital  of  a  merchant  or 
a  nation,  is  the  faculty  to  endure  partial  derange- 
ments to  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  one  or  the 
other ;  ^at  in  proportion  to  the  diversity  of  ob- 
jects which  a  merchant  or  a  nation  can  bring  to 
market,  is  the  faculty  to  find  new  resources  of 
trade,  and  to  bear  the  temporary  suspension  of 
existing  ones ;  that  in  proportion  to  the  habitude 
of  a  nation  to  endure  taxation,  is  the  tiaciiity  of  a 
Government  to  find  substitutes  for  revenues  lost ; 
that  in  proportion  to  the  energy  of  a  Government 
and  the  habits  of  obedience  of  a  people,  is  the 
chance  of  perseverance  on  the  part  of  such  €K>vern- 
ment,  in  measures  producing  inconveniences  to  the 
community. 

Great  Britain  then  would  have  less  to  resist  and 
more  means  of  resistance  than  the  United  States ; 
the  United  States  more  to  resist  and  less  means  of 
resistance  than  Great  BriUin.  Which  party  are 
the  chances  against  in  such  a  contest?  Can  any 
one  say  that  the  United  States  ought,  in  such  a 
comparative  situation,  to  count  on  success  in  an 
experiment  likejthat  proposed,  withj  sufficient  as- 
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surance  to  be  justified  in  hazarding  upon  it  bo  great 
a  derangement  of  its  aflBura^  as  may  result  from 
the  measure  P 

The  main  argument  for  the  chance  of  success, 
ia,  that  our  supplies  to  Great  Britain  are  more 
necessary  to  her  than  hers  to  us*  But  this  is  a 
position  which  our  self-love  gives  more  credit  to 
than  facts  will  altogether  authorise.  Well-in- 
formed men  in  other  countries,  (whose  opportuni- 
ties of  information'  are  at  least  as  good  as  ours,) 
affirm,  that  Great  Britain  can  obtain  a  supply  of 
most  of  the  articles  she  obtains  from  us,  as  cheap 
and  of  as  good  a  quality  elsewhere,  with  only  two 
exceptions,  namely,  tobacco  and  grain,  and  the 
latter  is  only  occasionally  wanted ;  a  considerable 
substitute  for  our  tobacco,  though  not  of  equal 
qpility,  may  be  bad  elsewhere ;  and  even  admit- 
tmg  this  position  to  be  too  strongly  stated,  yet 
there  is  no  good  reason  to  doubt  that  it  is  in  a  great 
degree  true.  The  Colonies  of  the  different  Euro- 
pean Powers  on  this  Continent,  some  countries  on 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Northern  countries  of 
Europe,  are  in  situations  adapted  to  becoming  our 
competitors. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  manufactured  articles 
which  we  do  not  make  ourselves,  (the  greatest 
part  of  which  are,  in  civilized  countries,  necessa- 
ries,) are  as  important  to  us  as  our  materials  for 
manufacture  (the  only  articles  for  which  her  de- 
mand is  constant,)  are  to  Great  Britain.  The  po- 
sition is  as  true,  that  no  other  nation  can  supply 
us  as  well  as  that  country,  with  several  essential 
articles  which  we  want,  as  that  no  nation  can  sup- 
ply her  equally  well  With  certain  articles  which 
she  takes  from  us ;  and  as  to  other  articles  of  sub- 
sistence, it  is  certain  that  our  demand  for  manu- 
factured supplies  is  more  constantly  urgent  than 
her  demand  for  those  articles.  Where,  indeed, 
shall  wo  find  a  substitute  for  the  vast  supply  of 
manufactures  which  we  get  from  that  country? 
No  gentleman  will  say  that  we  can  suddenly  re- 
place them  by  our  manufactures,  or  that  this,  if 
practicable,  could  be  done  without  a  violent  dis- 
tortion of  the  natural  course  of  our  industry.  A 
substitute  of  our  own  being  out  of  the  question, 
where  else  shall  we  find  one  ? 

France  was  the  Power  which  could  best  have 
filled  any  chasm  that  might  have  been  created. 
But  this  is  no  longer  the  case.  It  is  undeniable 
that  the  money  capitals  of  that  country  have  been 
essentially  destroyed;  that  manufacturing  esta- 
blishments, except  those  for  war,  have  been  essen- 
tially deranged.  The  destruction  to  which  Lyons 
appears  to  be  doomed,  is  a  severe  blow  to  the  ma- 
nufactures of  France;  that  city,  second  in  import- 
ance, in  all  respects,  was  perhaps  the  first  in  ma- 
nufacturing importance.  It  is  more  than  proba- 
ble that  France,  for  years  to  come,  will  herself 
want  a  foreign  supply  of  manufactured  articles. 

At  a  moment,  then,  when  the  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain  have  become  more  necessary  than 
ever  to  us,  can  we  expect  to  succeed  in  a  contest 
which  Supposes  that  we  can  dispense  with  them  P 
It  may  be  Kaid  that  the  resolutions  proposed  do 
not  suppofie  this ;  but  they  do  suppose  it,  for  they 
ought  to  proceed  upon  the  possibility,  nay,  proba- 


bility, that  a  system  of  commercial  retaliation 
will  be  adopted  by  Great  Britain,  in  which  cmse 
we  must  inevitably  sustain  a  defeat,  if  we  csuanot 
dispense  both  with  her  supplies  and  with  her  mar- 
ket for  our  supplies. 

Will  it  be  answered  that  her  manufactures  wiU 
find  their  way  to  us  circuitously,  and  omr  supplies 
to  her  in  like  manner?  If  so,  what  are  oar  re^nla- 
tions  to  produce  but  distress  and  loss  to  as  ?  The 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain  will  still  be  ihiii- 
sumed,  and  our  materials  will  still  noviriah  those 
manufactures. 

The  manufactures  we  take  from  her  bein^  less 
bulky  than  the  supplies  we  send  ber,  the  charges 
of  a  circuitous  transportation  would  be  less  than 
those  of  a  like  transportation  of  our  commodities^ 
In  all  the  cases,  therefore,  in  which  those  charges 
fall  upon  her,  they  would  be  lighter  than  in  the 
cases  in  which  the  latter  charges  fell  npon  as. 
Moreover,  as  the  articles  of  Great  Britain  -woald 
meet  leas  cimipetition  in  our  markets  than  ours  in 
hers,  the  increased  charges  on  her  manafactnres 
would  much  oflener  fall  upon  us  than  those  upon 
our  materials  would  fall  upon  her.  So  that  both 
ways  we  should  sustain  loss. 
'  But,  it  may  be  asked,  what  are  the  reg:nlations 
Great  Britain  could  adopt  to  counteract  ours  ?  I 
answer,  she  could,  (among  other  conceiTable 
things,)  prohibit  or  lay  prohibitory  duties  on  her 
commodities  to  this  country,  and  on  ours  to  her, 
in  our  bottoms ;  and  she  might,  in  addition,  tem- 
porarily grant  the  same  privileges  to  Dutch  or  other 
friendly  bottoms  which  are  now  granted  to  those 
of  the  United  States  in  the  trade  between  as  and 
herself;  or  she  might  go  no  further  in  this  particu- 
lar than  to  permit  the  importation  of  our  commo- 
dities in  some  of  those  bottoms.  This*  it  is  true, 
would  be  a  departure  from  the  sjrstem  of  her  Na- 
vigation Act ;  but  when  the  question  was,  whether 
she  should  surrender  it  permanently  to  us  by  ex- 
tortion, or  temporarily  to  a  Power  mora  friend! j 
to  her,  till  the  issue  of  the  experiment  could  be 
decided,  who  can  doubt  what  would  be  the  coarse 
which  interest  and  resentment  would  dictate  ? 

But  there  ara  numerous  other  regulations  which 
could  be  adopted,  and  which,  equally  with  the 
foregoing,  would  have  the  effect  of  transferring 
the  trade  between  the  two  countries  to  the  man- 
agement of  some  third  party ;  for,  after  all,  it  is 
not  improbable  this  will  be  the  result  of  the  con- 
test, that,  instead  of  the  United  States  and  Gh*eat 
Britain  carrying  on  jointly  as  they  now  do  the 
trade  between  the  two  countries,  it  will  be  carried 
on  either  directly  or  circuitously  by  some  third 
Power,  more  to  our  detriment  than  to  that  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  manufactures  of  that  country  will  get  to  us 
nearly  in  the  same  quantities  they  now  do,  with 
the  disadvantage  of  additional  charges.  Such  of 
our  commodities  as  she  cannot  have  of  equal  qual- 
ity elsewhere,  will  get  to  her  also.  The  rest  will 
be  supplanted  by  the  like  commodities  of  other 
nations,  and  we  shall  lose  tlie  best  market  we  have 
for  them.  Those  who  advocate  the  system  of  con  ten- 
tion,  should  tell  us  where  a  substitute  Will  be  found. 
The  merchants,  who  know  that  it  is  now  difiicult 
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enough  to  find  markets  for  our  surplus  commodi- 
ties— that  France,  in  ordinary  times,  affords  a  very 
contracted  one,  and  that  the  French  West  Indies 
are  not  likely,  iu  settled  times,  to  he  as  good  cus- 
tomers as  they  have  heen  for  some  time  past,  can- 
not desire  to  see  the  sphere  abridged,  and  our 
Isndholders  will  quickly  reprobate  the  plan. 

Thus,  it  appeara,  that  the  contest  would  be  like- 
ly to  issue  i^nst  us,  and  to  end  in  defeat  and 
<&s^race. 

What  woqM  be  our  situation  if  we  should  make 
an  attempt  of  the  kind  and  fiiil  in  it?  Our  trade 
would  then  truly  be  in  the  power  and  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Great  Britain. 

3d.  The  third  ingredient  stated,  as  necessary  to 
justify  the  proposed  attempt,  is  this :  that  the  pros- 
pect of  adTantages  should  be  at  least  an  equivalent 
for  those  in  possession,  which  would  be  put  in 
jeopardy  by  the  experiment 

It  has  been  shown,  that  in  fact  there  is  no  real 
prospect  of  advantage,  but  a  considerable  one  of  in- 
convenience and  losa  This  puts  an  end  to  com- 
parison. Bat  it  may  be  added,  that  our  situation 
is  precisely  such  an  one  as  to  forbid  experiments. 
It  is  so,  from  the  stage  at  which  we  are,  as  a  peo- 
ple, too  little  advanced,  too  little  matured  for 
hizardoufl  experiments  of  any  sort 

This  is  not  all ;  our  general  situation  at  this 
time  is  an  eligible  one ;  we  are  making  as  rapid  a 
progress  in  most  of  the  great  branches  of  political 
prosperity  as  we  can  reasonably  desire,  and  it 
would  be  imprudent  to  hazard  such  a  situation, 
upon  precarious  speculations  of  greater  advantage. 
The  prosperity  of  a  nation  i^  not  a  plant  to  thrive 
in  a  hot-bed;  moderation  in  this  respect  is  the 
truest  wisdom ;  it  is  so  plain  a  path,  that  it  requires 
a  peculiar  sublimation  of  ideas  to  deviate  from  it 

It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  all  our  great  na- 
tional interests,  our  population,  agriculture,  manu- 
iactures,  commerce,  and  our  navigation,  are  in  a 
thriving  and  progressive  state,  advancing  faster 
than  was  to  have  been  expected,  and  as  fiist  as  can 
reasonably  be  desired. 

Our  navigation,  in  the  short  space  of  three  years, 
ending  the  Slst  of  December,  1792,  has  increased 
m  the  ratio  of  nearly  one  fifth. 

The  proportions  of  our  tonnage  have  been  as 
follows:  In  1790,479,091  tons;  in  1791,  501,790 
tons;  in  1792,  568,263  tons;  showing  an  increase 
of  89,192  tons. 

The  proportion  of  foreign  tonnage  during  the 
same  years,  has  been:  in  1790,  258,919  tons;  in 
1791,  240,799  tons;  in  1792,  244,263  tons;  show- 
ing a  decrease  of  14,656  tons.  This  proves  that  our 
present  system  is  highly  favorable  to  the  increase 
of  our  navigation,  and  that  we  are  gradually  sup- 
planting foreigners. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  difference  in  the  tonnage 
dutj,  and  the  addition  of  one-tenth  upon  the  du- 
^  on  goods  imported  in  foreign  bottoms,  is  a 
powerful  encouragement  to  our  shipping,  and  as 
it  has  not  been  of  a  magnitude  to  excite  retalia- 
tion, it  is  much  more  likelv  to  promote  the  inter- 
^ts  of  our  navigation,  than  violent  measures, 
which  would  compel  to  retaliation ;  prudence  ad- 
monishes us  to  stop  where  we  are,  for  the  present,  ' 


rather  than  risk  the  advantages  we  possess,  in 
trials  of  strength,  that  never  fail  to  injure  more  or 
less  both  parties. 

If  we  turn  from  our  shipping  to  our  agriculture, 
we  shall  find  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied. 

The  amount  of  our  exports  for  the  year  ending 
the  dOth  of  September,  1792,  as  appears  by  the 
last  return  of  exports  to  this  House,  exceeded  the 
two  preceding  years  by  $589,601  16.  It  exceeded 
the  mean  of  the  two  preceding  years,  by  $1,597- 
983  86.  Our  revenues  are  unquestionably  more 
productive  than  was  looked  for.  Those  from  im- 
ports have  exceeded,  in  a  year,  $4,600/)00.  Of 
the  increase  of  our  manufkctures,  we  have  no  pre- 
cise standard,  but  those  who  attend  most  to  the 
subject  entertain  no  doubt  that  they  are  pro- 
gressive. 

This  certainly  is  not  a  state  of  things  that  invites 
to  hazardous  experiments.  These  are  perhaps 
never  justifiable,  but  when  the  affairs  of  a  nation 
are  in  an  unprosperous  train. 

We  experience,  indeed,  some  embarrassments 
from  the  effects  of  the  European  war,  but  these  are 
temporary,  and  will  cease  with  that  war,  which  of 
itself  offers  us  some  indemnifications,  I  mean  a  freer 
trade  to  the  West  Indies. 

I  am  greatly  mistaken  if  the  considerations, 
which  have  been  suggested,  do  not  conclusively 
prove  the  impolicy  of  the  plan  which  is  now  re- 
commended for  our  adoption.  So  strong  and  de- 
cided is  my  own  conviction,  that  I  cannot  but  per- 
suade myself,  that  of  the  Committee  will  lead  to  its 
rejection.  A  few  miscellaneous  observations  will 
conclude  what  I  have  to  offer  on  this  very  interest- 
ing subject 

First  It  has  been  made  an  objection  to  the  pre- 
sent footing  on  which  our  trade  is  with  Great 
Britain,  that  it  is  regulated  by  annual  proclama- 
tion of  the  Executive,  instead  of  a  permanent  law. 
This  was  at  first  laid  down  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  terms  so  general  as  to  include  the  West 
Indies ;  but  he  has  since  corrected  the  error,  and 
told  us  that  our  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies 
is  regulated  by  a  standing  law.    The  fact  itself, 
nevertheless,  is  of  no  real  importance.     The  actual 
footing,  on  which  we  are  placed,  is  the  only  mate- 
rial point ;  the  mode  of  doing  it  is  of  little  conse- 
quence.    The  annual  proclamation  of  the  British 
Executive  is  equivalent  to  the  decree,  revocable  at 
pleasure,  of  any  single  Legislator,  of  the  Monarch 
of  Spain  or  Portugal,  and  it  may  be  added,  of  the 
French   Convention,  which,  though  a  numerous 
body,  yet  forming  only  one   Assembly,  without 
checks,  is  as  liable  to  fluctuation  as  a  single  Legis- 
lator ;  and,  in  fact,  its  resolutions  have  been  found 
as  fickle  and  variable,  as  it  was  possible  for  the 
resolutions  of  any  single  person  to  be.     To  prove 
this,  if  proof  were  required,  it  would  be  only  ne- 
cessary to  refer  to  the  frequent  changes  in  the  re- 
gulations they  have  made  with  regard  to  the  trade 
of  this  country — to-day  one  thing,  to-morrow  ano- 
ther.    Instability  is  more  applicable  to  no  political 
institution  than  to  a  Legislature,  consisting  of  a 
single  popular  Assembly. 

Second.  The  additional  duties  proposed,  are  ob- 
jectionable, because  the  existing  duties  are  already. 
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generally  speaking,  high  enough  for  the  state  of 
our  mercantile  capital  and  the  safety  of  collection. 
They  are  near  twenty  per  eenivm  on  an  average, 
upon  the  value  of  the  objects  on  which  they  are 
laid ;  higher  than  the  duties  of  several  countries, 
and  hign  enough  for  our  present  condition.  To 
augment  the  rates  materially  will  be  in  the  abstract 
to  oppress  trade ;  for  we  must  have  for  our  con- 
sumption the  manufactures  of  the  country  on 
which  they  are  proposed  to  be  laid. 

Third.  To  serve  as  a  contrast  to  the  conduct  of 
Great  Britain,  we  are  told  of  the  liberal  oven* 
tures  for  a  commercial  treaty  lately  made  by 
France. 

It  has  been  already  remarked,  that  the  conduct 
of  France  towards  us  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Revolution,  is  no  basis  of  reasoning;  it  has 
undergone  as  many  revolutions  as  their  politiqal 
systems;  their  measures  at  one  period,  with  re- 
spect to  our  tobacco,  were  of  a  complexion  pecu- 
liarly hostile  to  us.  The  duty  of  twenty-five 
livres  per  quintal  on  that  article,  carried  in  our 
bottoms  to  France,  and  of  only  eighteen  livres  fif- 
teen sous  on  the  same  article,  carried  in  French 
bottoms,  amounted  to  a  complete  prohibition  to 
carrv  our  tobacco  in  our  own  bottoms. 

The  duty  of  twenty-five  livres  per  quintal  on 
foreign  fish  is  another  important  instance  of  seve- 
rity of  regulations,  a  duly  admitted  by  the  Secre- 
ta^  of  State  to  be  prohibitory. 

If  there  have  been  regulations  and  propositions 
of  a  more  favorable  nature,  they  are  to  be  as- 
cribed to  causes  of  the  moment  During  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Revolution,  it  is  of  necessity  that 
we  have  carte  blanche  in  the  French  West  Indies. 
We  know  that  we  are  getting  admission  into  the 
British  and  Spanish  Islands  also. 

And  as  the  overtures  for  a  permanent  system, 
Mr.  Genet^s  instructions,  published  by  him,  ex- 
plain the  object.  Privileges  of  trade  in  the  West 
India  islands  are  to  be  the  price  of  our  becoming 
a  paKy  in  the  war.  The  declamations  against  the 
liberticide  maxims  of  the  ancient  Government,  and 
in  favor  of  free  principles  of  commerce,  resolve 
themselves  into  this.  This  is  a  bargain  which  I 
trust  a  majority  of  this  House  will  not  be  willing  to 
make.  I  am  sure  our  constituents  would  not 
thank  us  for  it 

But  it  may  be  asked,  are  we  to  sit  with  folded 
arms  and  tamely  submit  to  all  oppressions,  restric- 
tions, and  exclusions  to  which  our  trade  is  subject ; 
if  not,  what  are  we  to  do?  I  answer,  nothing  cer- 
tainly at  the  present  juncture.  If  the  foundation 
of  the  question  were  more  solid  than  I  believe  it 
to  be,  candidly  and  dispassionately  considered, 
this  is  of  all  moments  the  most  unfavorable  for  an 
experiment  Any  movement  of  the  kind  would, 
as  before  observed,  be  construed  into  a  political 
manoeuvre  and  an  attempt  to  embarrass  one  of  the. 
belligeierit  Powers,  and  would  interest  the  feelings 
of  all  those  united  with  her,  producing  conse- 
quently either  war  or  additional  trammels  in  every 
quarter  upon  our  trade ;  besides  the  weighty  argu- 
ment, that  the  great  source  of  subsidiary  supply  to 
which  we  might  have  heretofore  looked  has  been 
obstructed. 


But  I  answer  further,  that  we  ought  with  great 
caution  to  attempt  any  thing  at  a  future  day,  till 
we  have  acquired  a  maturity  which  will  enable 
us  to  act  with  greater  effect,  and  to  brave  the  con- 
sequences, even  if  they  should  amount  to  war,  and 
till  we  have  secured  more  adequate  means  of  in- 
ternal supply  ;  to  which  point  we  should  bend  oar 
efforts,  as  the  only  rational  and  safe  expedient,  in 
our  present  circumstances,  for  counteracting  the 
effects  of  the  spirit  of  monopoly,  which  more  or 
less  tinctures  not  the  system  of  Great  Britain 
merely,  but  that  of  all  Europe.  But  this  it  seems 
is  not  the  favorite  course,  it  is  not  high  seasoned 
enough  for  our  political  palate ;  we  not  only  torn 
aside  from  it  with  neglect,  but  we  object  away  the 
plainest  provisions  of  the  Constitution  to  disable 
ourselves  from  pursuing  it 

Every  year,  for  years  to  come,  will  make  us  a 
more  important  customer  to  Great  Britain,  and  a 
more  important  furnisher  of  what  she  wants.  If 
this  does  not  lead  to  such  a  treaty  of  commerce 
as  we  desire,  the  period  is  not  very  distant  when 
we  may  insist  with  much  better  effect  on  what 
we  desire,  without  any  thing  like  the  same  degjee 
of  hazard.  This  last  observation  is  not  meant  to 
be  confined  to  Great  Britain,  but  to  extend  to  any 
other  Power,  as  far  as  the  stipulations  of  treaty 
may  permit 

Wisdom  admonishes  us  to  be  patient,  **to  make 
haste  slowly.''  Our  progress  is  and  will  be  rapid 
enough,  if  we  do  not  throw  away  our  advantages. 
Why  should  we  be  more  susceptible  than  all  the 
world?  Why  should  this  young  country  throw 
down  the  gauntlet  in  favor  of  free  trade  against  the 
world  ?  There  may  be  spirit  in  it,  but  there  wfll 
certainly  not  be  prudence. 

But  again  it  may  be  asked,  shall  we  put  nations, 
disposed  to  a  more  liberal  system,  upon  the  same 
footing  with  those  differently  disposed?  Will  not 
this  tend  to  produce  an  unfriendly  treatment  firxim 
all? 

I  answer,  first,  that  I  think  it  has  been  proved, 
the  nation  against  which  we  have  been  invited 
principally  to  aim  our  artillery,  treats  us  with  at 
least  as  much  liberality  as  other  nations,  I  mean  in 
a  commercial  sense. 

I  answer,  secondly,  that  if  there  be  nations, 
who  are  seriously  disposed  to  establish  with  us 
more  free  and  beneficial  principles  of  trade,  the  path 
is  plain ;  let  treaties  be  formed,  fixing  upon  a  solid 
basis  the  privileges  which  we  are  to  enjoy,  and  the 
equivalent  I  have  no  objection  to  granting  greater 
privileges  to  one  Power  than  to  another,  if  it  can 
be  put  on  a  stable  foundation  of  contract,  ascer- 
taining the  boon  and  the  equivalent  But  I  think 
it  folly  to  be  granting  voluntary  boons  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States  without  equivalent 
The  mode  of  treaty  secures  the  ground ;  it  is  in- 
offensive to  any  third  Power.  Our  reply  to  ob- 
jections would  in  that  case  be,  "  here  is  the  price 
to  us  clearly  defined  and  fixed  by  treaty,  for  which 
we  grant  the  greater  advantages  of  which  you 
complain :  give  us  the  price,  and  the  like  advan- 
tages are  yours."  But  capriciously  to  grant  greater 
privileges  by  law  to  one  nation  than  to  another, 
when,  upon  a  fair  comparison,  we  are  not  better 
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treated  by  one  than  by  another,  is  neither  equita- 
ble, politic,  nor  safe. 

Let  us  then  leave  changes  for  the  present  to  the 
coaree  of  national  treaties,  and  continue  to  proceed 
in  the  path  in  which  we  have  hitherto  found  pros- 
peritj  and  safety. 

When  Mr.  Smfth  had  concluded,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  s)t  again. 


TuESDAT,  January  14. 
COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  Sute  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries ; 
when  Mr.  Madison  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith,  of 
South  Carolina. 

Mr.  M.  began  by  observing  that  he  had  expected, 
from  what  was  intimated  yesterday,  the  sequel  of 
what  was  then  said  against  the  resolutions  oefore 
the  Committee ;  but,  as  there  was  a  silence  in  that 
qoarter,  and  no  other  member  has  risen  on  either 
side  of  the  question,  he  himself  would  request  the 
attention  of  the  Committee. 

It  had  been  much  pressed  that,  in  the  discussion 
of  thU  subject,  it  should  be  viewed  in  its  commer- 
cial relations  only.  He  was  perfectly  willing  to 
meet  eTery  objection  that  could  be  urged  on  that 
ground;  but,  as  he  conceived  it  impossible  to  do 
full  justice  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
vithoat  taking  some  collateral  considerations  into 
Tiew,  he  should  be  obliged,  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, to  point  at  the  political  disposition  and  con- 
duct of  some  of  the  nations  of  Europe  towards  this 
country. 

The  propositions  immediately  before  the  Com- 
mittee turned  on  the  question,  whether  any  thing 
ought  to  be  done  at  this  time,  in  the  way  of  com- 
mercial regulations,  towards  vindicating  and  advan- 
cing our  national  interests  Perhaps  it  might  be 
made  a  question  with  some,  whether,  in  any  case, 
Legislative  regulations  of  commerce  were  consistent 
viih  its  nature  and  prosperity. 

He  professed  himself  to  be  a  friend  to  the  theory 
which  gives  to  industry  a  free  course,  under  the 
impulse  of  individual  interest  and  the  guidance  of 
mdividual  sagacity.  He  was  persuaded  that  it 
would  be  happy  for  all  nations,  if  the  barriers 
erected  by  prejudice,  by  avarice,  and  by  despotism, 
were  broken  down,  and  a  free  intercourse  estab- 
lished among  them.  Yet  to  this,  as  to  all  other 
general  rules,  there  might  be  exceptions;  and  the 
Tule  itself  required  what  did  not  exist— that  it 
should  be  general. 

To  illustrate  this  observation,  he  referred  to  the 
Aangation  Act  of  Great  BriUin,  which,  not  being 
WQnterbalanced  by  any  similar  acts  on  the  part  of 
mal  nations,  had  secured  to  Great  Britain  no 
iesi  than  eleven-twelfths  of  the  shipping  and  sea- 
men employed  in  her  trade,  It  is  stated  that,  in 
1660,  when  the  British  act  passed,  the  foreign  ton- 
jage  was  to  the  British,  as  one  to  four;  in  1700, 
;fe^  than  one  to  six ;  in  1725,  as  one  to  nineteen ; 
»n  UoO,  as  one  to  twelve;  in  1774,  neariy  the 
**'^   At  the  commencement  of  the  period,  the 


tonnage  was  but  95,266  tons;  at  the  end  of  it, 
1,136,162. 

As  another  illustration,  he  mentioned  the  case 
where  two  countries  happened  to  be  in  such  a  re- 
lation to  each  other,  that  the  one,  by  discouraging 
the  manufactures  of  the  other,  might  not  only  in- 
vigorate its  own,  but  transplant  the  manufacturers 
themselves.  Here  the  gain  would  be  a  clear  one, 
and  the  effect  evidently  consistent  with  the  princi- 
ple of  the  theory. 

To  allow  trade  to  regulate  itself  is  not,  therefore, 
to  be  admitted  as  a  maxim  universally  sound. 
Our  own  experience  has  taught  us  that,  in  certain 
cases,  it  is  the  same  thing  with  allowing  one  na- 
tion to  regulate  it  for  another.  Were  the  United 
States,  in  fact,  in  commercial  intercourse  with  one 
nation  only,  and  to  oppose  no  restrictions  whatever 
to  a  system  of  foreign  restrictions,  they  would,  of 
necessity,  be  deprived  of  all  share  in  the  carriage, 
although  their  vessels  might  be  able  to  do  it  cheap- 
est, as  well  as  of  the  only  resources  for  defence  on 
that  side  where  they  must  always  be  most  ex- 
posed to  attack.  A  small  burden  only  in  foreign 
ports  on  American  vessels,  and  a  perfect  equality 
of  foreign  vessels,  with  our  own  in  our  own  ports, 
would  gradually  banish  the  latter  altogether. 

The  subject,  as  had  been  remarked  on  a  former 
occasion,  was  not  an  ovel  one ;  it  was  coeval  with 
our  political  birth,  and  has  at  all  times  exercised 
the  thoughts  of  reflecting  citizens.  As  early  as 
the  year  succeeding  the  peace,  the  effect  of  the 
foreign  policy,  which  began  to  be  felt  in  our  trade 
and  navigation,  excited  universal  attention  and  in- 
quietude. The  first  effort  thought  of  was  an  ap- 
plication of  Congress  to  the  States  for  a  grant  of 
power  for  a  limited  time,  to  regulate  our  foreign 
commerce,  with  a  view  to  control  the  influence  of 
unfavorable  regulations  m  some  cases,  and  to 
conciliate  an  extension  of  favorable  ones  in  others. 
From  some  circumstances  then  incident  to  our  situ- 
ation, and  particularly  from  a  radical  vice  in  the 
then  political  system  of  the  United  States,  the  ex- 
periment did  not  take  effect. 

The  States  next  endeavored  to  effect  their  purpose 
by  separate  but  concurrent  regulations.  Massa- 
cnusetts  opened  a  correspondence  with  Virginia 
and  other  States,  in  order  to  bring  about  the  plan. 
Here,  again,  the  effort  was  abortive. 

Out  of  this  experience  grew  the  measures  which 
terminated  in  the  establishment  of  a  Government 
competent  to  the  regulation  of  our  commercial  in- 
terests and  the  vindication  of  our  commercial 
rights. 

As  these  were  the  first  objects  of  the  people  in 
the  steps  taken  for  establishing  the  present  Go- 
vernment, they  were  universally  expected  to  be 
among  the  first  fruits  of  its  operation.  In  this  ex- 
pectation, the  public  were  disappointed.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  in  different  forms,  and  received 
the  repeated  sanction  of  this  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, but  they  expired  in  the  Senate — not,  in- 
deed, as  was  alleged,  from  a  dislike  to  the  attempt 
altogether,  but  the  modifications  given  to  it  It 
has  not  appeared,  however,  that  it  was  ever  re- 
newed in  a  different  form  in  that  House,  and  for 
some  time  it  has  been  allowed  to  sleep  in  both. 
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If  the  reasons  which  originally  prevailed  against 
measures  such  as  those  now  proposed  had  weight 
in  them,  thej  can  no  longer  furnish  a  pretext  for 
opposition. 

When  the  subject  was  discussed  in  the  first 
Congress,  at  New  York,  it  was  said  that  we  ought 
to  try  the  effect  of  a  generous  policy  towards  Great 
Britain ;  that  we  ought  to  give  time  for  negotiating 
a  treaty  of  commerce ;  that  we  ought  to  await  the 
close  of  negotiations  for  explaining  and  executing 
the  Treaty  of  Peace.  We  have  now  waited  a  term 
of  more  than  four  years.  The  Treaty  of  Peace  re- 
mains unexecuted  on  her  part,  though  all  pretext 
for  delay  has  been  removed  b^  the  steps  taken  on 
ours;  no  treaty  of  commerce  is  either  in  train  or  in 
prospect ;  instead  of  relaxations  in  former  articles 
complained  of,  we  suffer  new  and  aggravated  vio- 
lations of  our  rights. 

Tn.  the  view  which  he  took  of  the  subject,  he 
called  the  attention  of  the  Committee  particularly 
to  the  subject  of  navigation,  of  manufactures,  and 
of  the  discrimination  proposed  in  the  motion  be- 
tween some  nations  and  others. 

On  the  subject  of  navigation,  he  observed  that 
we  were  prohibited  by  the  British  laws  from  car- 
rying to  Great  Britain  the  produce  of  other  coun- 
tries from  their  ports,  or  our  own  produce  from  the 
ports  of  other  countries,  or  the  produce  of  other 
countries  from  our  own  ports,  or  to  send  our  own 
produce  from  our  own  or  other  ports  in  the  ves- 
sels of  other  countries.  This  last  restriction  was, 
he  observed,  felt  by  the  United  States  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  It  was,  indeed,  the  practice  of 
Great  Britain,  sometimes  to  relax  her  Navigation 
Act  so  far,  in  time  of  war,  as  to  permit  to  neutral 
vessels  a  circuitous  carriage ;  but,  as  yet,  the  act 
was  in  full  force  against  the  use  of  them  for  trans- 
porting the  produce  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  allowed  Great  Britain  to  bring  into  their 
ports  anything  she  might  please,  from  her  own  or 
from  other  ports^  and  in  her  own  or  in  other 
vessels. 

In  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  West  Indies,  the  vessels  of  the  former  were 
under  an  absolute  prohibition,  whilst  British  ves- 
sels in  that  trade  enjoyed  all  the  privileges  granted 
to  other,  even  the  most  favored  nations,  in  their 
trade  with  us.  The  inequality  in  this  case  was  the 
more  striking,  as  it  was  evident  that  the  West 
Indies  were  dependent  on  the  United  States  for 
the  supplies  essential  to  them,  and  that  the  cir- 
cumstances which  secured  to  the  United  States 
this  advantage,  enabled  their  vessels  to  transport 
the  supplies  on  far  better  terms  than  could  be  done 
by  British  vessels. 

To  illustrate  the  policy  requisite  in  our  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  other  nations,  he  pre- 
sented a  comparative  view  of  the  American  and  fo- 
reign tonnage  employed  in  the  respective  branches 
of  it,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  foreign  stood 
to  the  American  as  follows :  Spain,  1  to  5 ;  Portu- 
gal, 1  to  6 ;  the  United  Netherlands,  1  to  15 ;  Den- 
mark, 1  to  12  ;  Russia,  —  to  — ;  France,  1  to  6 ; 
Great  Britain,  6  to  1. 

It  results  from  these  facts,  that,  in  proportion  as 


the  trade  might  be  diminished  with  Great  Britalfl 
and  increas^  with  other  nations,  would  be  the 
probable  increase  of  the  American  tonnage.  It 
appeared,  for  example,  that,  am  the  tnide  mi|;iit  pass 
from  British  channels  into  those  of  Franco,  it  would 
augment  our  tonnage  at  the  rate  of  10  to  I. 

The  above  calculation,  he  said,  had  been  made 
out  on  the  documents  of  1790,  and  on  the  amount 
of  the  tonnage  entered  in  the  several  porta.  A 
document  stating  the  amounts  of  the  actual  ton^ 
nage  in  the  American  trade  had  just  been  reported 
to  that  House.  If  this,  which  was  liable  to  some 
remarks  that  mi;;ht  hereafter  be  made,  was  to  bei 
substituted,  it  afforded  another  calculation,  dimto- 
ishing  the  excess  in  favor  of  Great  Britain,  ba^ 
augmenting  it  in  favor  of  the  United  States  in  most 
of  the  other  instances. 

According  to  this  calculation,  the  foreign  to  the 
American  tonnage  might  be  stated  as  follows: 
Spain,  1  to  16;  Portugal,  1  to  17;  United  Nether- 
lands, 1  to  26 ;  Penmark,  1  to  15 ;  Russia,  I  to  14 ; 
France,  1  to  between  4  and  6;  Great  Britain, 
nearly  as  3  to  1. 

Such  a  disproportion,  taking  even   the  reduced 
one,  in  the  Davigation  with  Great  Britain,  was  the 
more  mortifying,  when  the  nature  and  amount  of 
our  exports  are  considered.    Our  exports  are  not 
onlvi  for  the  most  part,  either  immediately  neces- 
saries of  life,  or  ultimately  as  necessaries  to  manu- 
factures, necessaries  of  employment  and   life  to 
manufacturers,  and  must  thence  command  a  sure 
market  wherever  they  are  received  at  all,  but  the 
peculiar  bulkiness  of  them  furnishes  an  advantage 
over  the  exports  of  every  other  country,  and  par- 
ticularly over  those  of  Great  Britain.     If  such  an 
advantage   belonged    to  that    nation,  the    policy 
which  governs  her  navigation  laws  would  proba- 
bly have  given  the  exclusive  carriage  to  her  own 
bottoms.    It  is  equally  in  our  power,  if  so  selfish 
a  principle  should  be  forced  upon  us,  to  secure  to 
our  bottoms  the  same  monopoly,  leaving  to  other 
nations  with  which  we  trade  the   like  exclusive 
carriage  of  their  exports.    The  regulation  would,  to 
be  sure,  be  mutually  inconvenient;  and,  by  forcing 
the  vessels  of  each  party  to  return  empty  from 
foreign  markets,  be  so  far  a  tax  on  the  intercourse. 
This  effect,  however,  did  not  disprove  the  power 
in  general  which  the  character  of  our  exports  g:ive 
us  over  the  carriage  of  them,  nor  lessen  the  argu- 
ment drawn  from  it    Examine  it  in  relation  to 
Great  Britain.    The  bulk  of  her  exports  to  us, 
compared  with  that  of  ours  to  her,  is  as  nothing. 
An  inconsiderable  quantity  of  shipping  would  suf- 
fice for  hers,  whilst  ours  can  load  about  222,000 
tons.     Including  the  articles  she  exports  from  the 
West  Indies  to  this  country,  they  bear  no  propor- 
tion to  ours.     Yet,  in  the  entire  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  Dominions,  her  ton- 
nage is  to  that  of  the  United  States  as  156,000, 
employing    9,360    seamen,  to  66,000,  employing 
3,690  sejimen.     Were  a  rigid  exertion  of  our  right 
to  take   place,  it   would   extend  our  tonnage  to 
222,000,  and  leave  to  Great  Britain  employment 
for  much  less  than  the  actual  share  now  enjoved 
by  the  United  States.    It  could  not  bo  wished  to 
push  matters  to  this  extremity.    It  showed,  how- 


213 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


214 


Jakitaet,  1794.] 


Cemmerce  of  the  UnUed  Slates, 


[H.  or  B. 


eTer,  the  Teiy  unequal  and  unfavorable  footing  on 
which  the  carrying  trade,  the  great  resource  of 
oor  safety  and  respectability,  was  placed  by  fo- 
reign regulations^  and  the  reasonableness  of  peace- 
able attempts  to  meliorate  it.  We  might,  at  least, 
in  ftvailing  ourselves  of  the  merit  of  our  exports, 
ooQtend  for  such  regulations  as  would  reverse  the 
proportion,  and  give  the  United  States  the 
156,000  tonnage  and  9,860  seamen,  instead  of  the 
6d,000  tonnage  and  3,690  seamen. 

He  here  adverted  to  the  discount  of  ten  per 
oenL  on  the  duties  paid  by  goods  imported  in  Ame- 
rican bottoms^  remarking  that  it  was  not  founded 
00  the  true  policy  of  encouraging  our  shipping.  It 
was  not  the  imports,  but  the  exports,  that  regulat- 
ed the  quantity  of  tonno^^e.  What  was  imported 
io  Azaericaa  vessels,  which  would  otherwise  re- 
torn  empty,  was,  no  doubt,  a  benefit  to  the  Ame- 
ricaa  merchant,  but  could  slightly  only,  if  at  all, 
increase  the  mass  of  our  tonnage.  The  way  to 
iS^i  this  was  to  secure  exportations  to  American 

bdttOIQS. 

Proceeding  to  the  subject  of  manufactures,  he 
oUerred  that  it  presented  no  compensations  for 
the  inequalities  in  the  principles  and  effects  of  the 
Bivigation  system. 

We  consume  British  manufactures  to  double 
the  amount  of  what  Britain  takes  from  us,  and 
<lQadnipla  the  amount  of  what  she  actually  oon- 
sumeSb 

We  take  everything  afler  it  has  undergone  all 
the  profitable  labor  Uiat  can  be  bestowed  on  it. 
She  receives,  in  return,  raw  materials,  the  food  of 
her  industry.     We  send  necessaries  to  her.    She 
sends  superfluities  to  us.     We  admit  everything 
she  pleases  to  send  us,  whether  of  her  own  or 
alien  production.-    She  refuses  not  only  our  manu- 
&ctares,  but  the  articles  we  wish  most  to  send 
ber— our  wheat  and  flour,  our  fish,  and  our  salted 
provisions.    These  constitute  our  best  staples  for 
exportation,  as  her  manufactures  constitute  hers. 
Il  appeared,  by  an  authentic   document  he  had 
examined,  that  of  the  manufactured  articles  im- 
I»ried  io   1790,   amounting    to    $15,295,688  97, 
ve  received    from    and    through  Great   Britain 
$13,969,464  95.     During  the  same  year  the  ma- 
Qiitactures  imported  from  France,  the  next  great 
c^mercial  country,  and  consuming  more  of  our 
produce  than  Great  Britain,  amounted  to  no  more 
t^n  $155,186  63.     To  give  a  fuller  view  of  our 
^ign  commerce,  he  stated  the  balances  with  the 
i^^tn\  nations  of  Europe  and  their  dominions,  as 
UoT :  Spain,  $1,670,797  in  fevor  of  the  United 
States;  Portugal,  $1,687,699  in  favor  of  the  United 
Sutes;  United  Netherlands,  $791,118  in  favor  of 
the  United  SUtes;   Sweden,  $32,965  in  favor  of 
the  United  States;   Denmark,   $126,949   against 
the  United  SUtes  ;   France,  $2,630,887  in  favor 
of  the  United  SUtes;   Great  Britoin,  $5,922,012 
against  the  United  States.    This  enormous  balance 
to  Great  Britain  is  on  the  exports  to  her.     On  her 
couamption  the  balance  is  still  greater,  amount- 
ing to  nine  or  ten  millions ;  to  which  again  is  to 
be  added  her  profits  on  the  re-exports  in  a  manu- 
^tured  and  raw  state.    It  might  be  said  that  an 
Qo£iTorable  balance  was  no  proof  of  an  unfavora- 


ble trade;  that  the  only  important  balance  was 
the  ultimate  one  on  our  aggregate  commerce. 
That  there  was  much  truth  in  this  general  doc- 
trine was  admitted ;  at  the  same  time  it  was 
equally  certain  that  there  were  exceptions  to  it, 
some  of  which  were  conceived  to  be  applicable  to 
the  situation  of  the  United  States.  But  whether 
the  doctrine  were  just  or  not,  as  applied  to  the 
United  States,  it  was  well  known  that  the  reason- 
ing and  practice  of  other  countries  were  governed 
by  a  contrary  doctrine.  In  all  of  them  an  unfa- 
vornble  baUuice,  to  be  paid  in  specie,  was  con- 
sidered as  an  evil.  Great  Britain,  in  particular, 
had  always  studied  to  prevent  it  as  much  as  she 
could.  What,  then,  may  be  the  effect  on  the 
policy  of  a  nation  with  which  we  have  the  most 
friendly  and  beneficial  relations,  when  it  sees  the 
balance  of  trade  with  us  not  only  so  much  against 
her,  but  all  the  specie  that  pays  it  flowing  imme- 
diately into  the  lap  of  her  greatest  rival,  if  not  her 
most  inveterate  enemy.  As  to  the  discrimination 
proposed  between  nations  having  and  not  having 
commercial  treaties  with  us,  the  principle  was 
embraced  by  the  laws  of  most,  if  not  all  the  States, 
while  the  regulation  of  trade  was  in  their  hands. 
It  had  the  repeated  sanction  of  votes  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  during  the  session  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  at  New  York.  It  has  been 
practised  by  other  nations,  and  in  a  late  instance 
against  the  United  States.  It  tends  to  procure 
beneficial  treaties  from  those  who  refuse  them,  by 
making  them  the  price  of  enjoying  an  equality 
with  other  nations  in  our  commerce.  It  tends,  as 
a  conciliatory  preference,  to  procure  better  trea- 
ties from  those  who  have  not  refused  them.  It 
was  a  prudent  consideration,  in  dispensing  com- 
mercial advantages,  to  favor  rather  those  whose 
friendship  and  support  may  be  expected  in  case  of 
necessity,  than  those  whose  disposition  wore  a 
contrary  aspect  He  did  not  wish  to  enter  at  pre- 
sent, nor  at  all,  if  unnecessary,  into  a  display  of 
the  unfriendly  features  which  marked  the  policy 
of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United  States.  He 
should  be  content  to  lay  aside,  at  least  for  the  pre- 
sent, the  subject  of  the  Indians,  the  Algerines,  the 
spoliations,  &c ;  but  he  could  not  forbear  re- 
marking genepilly,  that  if  that,  or  any  other  nation 
were  known  to  bear  us  a  settled  ill  will,  nothing 
could  be  more  impolitic  than  to  foKter  resources 
which  would  be  more  likely  to  be  turned  against 
us  than  exerted  in  our  favor.  It  had  been  admit- 
ted, by  the  gentleman  who  spoke  yesterday,  [Mr. 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,]  to  be  a  misfortune  that 
our  trade  should  be  so  far  engrossed  by  any  one 
nation  as  it  is  in  the  bands  of  Great  Britain.  But 
the  gentleman  added  nothing  to  alleviate  the  mis- 
fortune, when  he  advised  us  to  make  no  efforts  for 
putting  an  end  to  it  The  evils  resulting  from 
such  a  state  of  things  were  as  serious  as  they  were 
numerous.  To  say  nothing  of  sudden  derange- 
ments, from  the  caprice  with  which  Sovereigns 
might  be  seised,  there  were  casualties  which 
might  not  be  avoidable.  A  general  bankruptcy, 
which  was  a  possible  event  in  a  nation  with 
which  we  were  so  connected,  would  reverberate 
upon  us  with  a  most  dreadful  shock.    A  partial 
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bankruptcy  had  actually  and  lately  taken  place, 
and  was  severely  felt  in  our  commerce.  War  is 
a  common  event,  particularly  to  Qreat  Britain, 
and  involves  us  in  the  embarrassments  it  brings 
on  our  commerce,  whilst  ours  is  so  disproportion- 
ately interwoven  with  it  Add  the  influence  that 
may  be  conveyed  into  the  public  counsels  by  a 
nation  directing  the  course  of  our  trade  by  her 
capital,  and  holding  so  great  a  share  in  our  pecu- 
niary institutions,  and  the  effect  that  may  finally 
ensue  on  our  taste,  our  manners,  and  our  form  of 
Qovernment  itself.  If  the  question  be  asked,  What 
might  be  the  consequence  of  counter  efforts,  and 
whether  this  attempt  to  vindicate  our  public  inter- 
ests would  not  produce  them?  his  answer  was, 
that  he  did  not  in  the  least  apprehend  such  a  con- 
sequence, as  well  because  the  measdre  afforded 
no  pretext,  being  short  of  what  was  already  done 
by  Great  Britain  in  her  commercial  system,  as 
because  she  would  be  the  greatest  sufferer  from  a 
stagnation  of  the  trade  between  the  two  countries 
if  we  should  force  on  such  a  crisis.  Her  mer- 
chants would  feel  it.  Her  navigation  would  feel 
it  Her  manufactures  would  feel  it  Her  West 
Indies  would  be  ruined  by  it  Her  revenue  would 
deeply  feel  it  And  her  Government  would  feel 
it  through  every  nerve  of  its  operations.  We,  too, 
should  suffer  in  some  respects,  but  in  a  less  degree ; 
and,  if  the  virtue  and  temper  of  our  fellow-citizens 
were  not  mistaken,  the  experiment  would  find  in 
them  a  far  greater  readiness  to  bear  it  It  was 
clear  to  him,  therefore,  that  if  Great  Britain  should, 
contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  probability,  stop  the 
commerce  between  the  two  countries,  the  issue 
would  be  a  complete  triumph  to  the  United  States. 
He  dwelt  particularly  on  the  dependence  of  Bri- 
tish manufactures  on  the  market  of  the  United 
States.  He  referred  to  a  paper  in  Anderson's 
History  of  Commerce,  which  states  the  amount 
of  British  manufactures  at  £51,310,000  sterling, 
and  the  number  of  souls  employed  in,  and  sup- 
ported by  them,  at  5,250,000.  Supposing  the 
United  States  to  consume  two  and  a  half  millions 
of  British  manufactures,  which  is  a  moderate  esti- 
mate, the  loss  of  their  market  would  deprive  of 
subsistence  260,000  souls.  Add  50,000,  who  de- 
pend for  employment  on  our  raw  materials :  here 
are  800,000  souls  who  live  by  our  custom.  Let 
them  be  driven  to  poverty  and  despair  by  acts  of 
their  own  Government,  and  what  would  be  the 
consequence  ?  Most  probably  an  acquisition  of 
80  many  useful  citizens  to  the  United  States, 
which  form  the  natural  asylum  against  the  dis- 
tresses of  Europe.  But  whether  they  should  re- 
main in  discontent  and  wretchedness  in  their  own 
country,  or  seek  their  fortunes  in  another,  the  evil 
would  be  felt  by  the  British  Government  as  equally 
great,  and  be  avoided  with  equal  caution. 

It  might  be  regarded  (he  observed)  as  a  general 
rule,  that,  where  one  nation  consumed  the  neces- 
saries of  life  produced  by  another,  the  consuming 
nation  was  dependent  on  the  producing  one.  On 
the  other  hand,  where  the  consumption  consisted 
of  superfluities,  the  producing  nation  was  depend- 
ent on  the  consuming  one.  The  United  States 
were  in  the  fortunate  situation  of  enjoying  both 


these  advantages  over  Great  Britain.  They  sopplj 
a  part  of  her  dominions  "with  the  necessaries 
of  life;  they  consume  superfluities  which  gire 
bread  to  her  people  in  another  part  Great  Bri- 
tain, therefore,  is  under  a  double  dependence  oo 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  She  depends 
on  them  for  what  she  herself  consumes;  she  de- 
pends on  them  for  what  they  consume.  In  pro- 
portion as  a  nation  manufactures  luxuries  must  be 
its  disadvantage  in  contests  of  every  sort  with  its 
customers.  The  reason  is  obvious.  What  is  a 
luxury  to  the  consumer  is  a  necessary  to  the  ms- 
nufacturer.  By  changing  a  fashion  or  di^ppoint- 
ing  a  fancy  only,  bread  may  be  taken  from  the 
months  of  thousands  whose  industry  is  devoted  to 
the  gratification  of  artificial  wants.  He  men- 
tioned the  case  of  a  petition  from  a  great  bodv  of 
buckle  makers,  presented  a  few  years  ago  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  complaining  of  the  use  of  strings 
instead  of  buckles  in  the  shoes,  and  supplicating 
his  Royal  Highness,  as  giving  the  law  to  fashions, 
to  save  them  from  want  and  misery  by  discon- 
tinuing the  new  one.  It  was  not  (he  observed) 
the  Prince  who  petitioned  the  manufacturers  to 
continue  to  make  the  buckles,  but  the  manafac^ 
turers  who  petitioned  their  customer  to  buy  them. 
The  relation  was  similar  between  the  American 
customers  and  the  British  manufacturers ;  and  if 
a  law  were  to  pass  for  putting  a  stop  to  the  ose 
of  their  superfluities,  or  a  stop  were  otherwise  to 
be  put  to  it,  it  would  quickly  be  seen  fix>m  which 
the  distress  and  supplications  would  flow.  Sap- 
pose  that  Great  Britain  received  from  as  alone  the 
whole  of  the  necessaries  she  consumes,  and  that 
our  market  alone  took  off  the  luxuries  with  which 
she  paid  for  them :  here  the  dependence  would  be 
complete^  and  we  might  impose*  whatever  teniis 
we  please  on  the  exchange.  This,  to  be  sure,  is 
not  absolutely  the  case ;  but,  in  proportion  as  it  is 
the  case,  her  dependence  is  on  us.  The  West 
Indies,  however,  are  an  example  of  complete  de- 
pendence. They  cannot  subsist  without  our  food. 
They  cannot  flourish  without  our  lumber  and  our ' 
use  of  their  rum.  On  the  other  hand,  we  depend 
on  them  for  not  a  single  necessary,  and  can  supplj 
ourselves  with  their  luxuries  from  other  sources. 
Sugar  is  the  only  article  about  which  there  was 
ever  a  question ;  and  he  was  authorised  to  saj 
that  there  was  not,  at  the  most,  oUe-sixth  of  oar 
consumption  supplied  from  the  British  islands. 
In  time  of  war  or  famine  the  dependence  of  the 
West  Indies  is  felt  in  all  its  energy.  It  is  some- 
times such  as  to  appeal  to  our  humanity  as  well 
as  our  interest  for  relief.  At  this  moment  the 
Governor  of  Jamaica  is  making  proclamation  of 
their  distresses.  If  ever,  therefore,  there  was  a 
case  where  one  countnr  could  dictate  to  another 
the  regulation  of  trade  between  them,  it  is  the 
case  of  the  United  States  and  the  British  West 
Indies.  And  yet  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina [Mr.  Smith]  hcul  considered  it  as  a  favor 
that  we  were  allowed  to  send  our  provisions  in 
British  bottoms,  and  in  these  only,  to  the  West 
Indies.  The  favor,  reduced  to  plain  languas^,  io 
the  mouth  of  their  planters,  would  run  thus :  We 
wUl  agree  to  buy  your  provisions  rather  than 
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sUnre,  and  let  you,  have  our  mm,  which  we  can 
sell  nowhere  eli»e  :  but  we  reserve  out  of  this  in- 
dulgence a  monopoly  of  the  carriage  to  British 
ressels.    With  regard  to  revenue,  the  British  re- 
goorces  were  extremely  exhausted,  in  comparison 
with  those  of  the  United  Sutes.    The  people  of 
Great  Britain  were  taxed  at  the  rate  of  40  shillings 
a  bead,  the  people  of  the  United  States  at  Yiot 
more  than  6  shillings  a  head — less  than  one-sixth 
of  the  British  tax.     As  the  price  of  labor,  which 
pays  the  tax,  is  double   in  the  United  States  to 
what  it  is  in  Great  Britain,  the  burden  on  Ameri- 
can citizens  is  less  than  one-twelfth  of  the  burden 
on  British  subjects.     It  is  true,  indeed,  that  Bri- 
tain alone  does  not  bear  the  whole  burden.    She 
kties  indirect  taxes  on  her  West  Indies  and  on 
her  East  Indies,  and  derives,  from  an  acquiescence 
in  her  monopolizing  regulations,  an  imperceptible 
tribute  from  the  whole  commercial  world.    Still, 
however,  the  difference  of  burden  in  the  two  coun- 
tries is  immense.     Britain  has,  moreover,   great 
irrears  of  unfunded  debts.    She  is  threatened  with 
diffects  in  her  revenue,  even  at  this  time.     She  is 
engaged  in  an  expensive  war,  and  she  raises  the 
supplies  for  it  on  the  most  expensive  terms.     Add 
to  the  whole,  that  her  population  is  stationary,  if 
pot  diminishing,  whilst  that  of  the  United  States 
is  in  a  course  of  increase  beyond  example.   Should 
it  Atiil  be  asked  whether  the  impost  might  not  be 
affected,  and  bow  a  deficiency  might  be  supplied^ 
he  thought  sufficient  answers  might  he  given.    He 
took  for  granted  that  the  articles  subjected  to  the 
additional  duties  would  continue  to  come  accord- 
ing to  the  demand  for  them ;  and  believed,  if  the 
duties  were  prudently  adjusted,  the   increase  of 
the  daties  would  balance  the  decrease  of  importa- 
tion.   Our  country  is  able  to  import,  and  probably 
will  import,  in  proportion   to  our  exports.     Our 
exports  amount,  say,  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 
If  we  import  less  fh>m  one  country,  we  shall  im- 
port more  from  another.    If  we  import  less  of 
iome  thiugis,  we  shall  import  more  of  other  things ; 
V)d  according  to  our  imports  will  be  our  revenue. 
Suppose  Great  Britain  to  make  the  rash  and  im- 
prohable  experiment  of  prohibiting  all  commerce 
with  the  United  States.    She  does  not  consume 
i^ore  than  one-fourth  of  our  exports,  and  we  de- 
rive, perhaps,  nearly  half  of  our  revenue  from  the 
productions  of  other  countries.     In  this  point  of 
view,  we  should,  at  the  worst,  have  three-fourths 
of  our  exports  to  pay  for  our  reduced  imports,  and 
consequently  a  balance  of  about  five  millions  of 
specie  flowing  into  our  country.      The  faculty 
which  this  would  give  to  operations  of  revenue 
together  with  the  consideration  that  the  labor  em- 
ployed on    one-fourth  of  our  ordinary  exports 
would  be  emplo^'cd  for  internal  purposes,  might 
^ure  us  that  a  judicious  Government  would 
ttjjlj  be  able  to  provide  the  means  of  supplying 
the  deficiency  of  impost 

But  it  was  superfluous  to  enter  into  calculations 
of  this  sort  He  recurred  to  the  utter  improba- 
bility that  such  a  contingency  should  happen.  He 
wu  fully  persuaded  that  the  resolutions,  if  agreed 
to,  would  not  impair  the  revenue. 
It  is  objected,  that  Spain  and  Portugal,  who  are 


good  customers  to  us,  and  the  latter  particularly 
friendly,  having  no  commercial  treaty  with  us,  will 
come  within  the  operation  of  the  resolutions. 
Several  answers  may  be  given  to  this  objection. 

1.  They  do  not  manufacture  the  articles  in  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  be  sensibly  affected. 

2.  They  employ  but  little  tonnage  in  our  trade : 
Spain,  2,689  tons  only ;  Portugal,  2,840  tons  only. 
They  are  supposed  to  be  little  anxious  to  increase 
the  foreign  branches  of  their  carrying  trade,  being 
content  with  the  internal  trade  carried  on  with 
their  own  dominions.  As  they  have  no  Naviga- 
tion Act  within  the  purview  of  the  resolutions, 
they  would  not  be  exposed  to  the  retaliating  clauses 
on  that  subject 

d.  If  friendly,  they  can  be  admitted  to  treaty  on 
equitable  conditions  whenever  they  please. 

4.  They  can  easily  be  excepted,  if  thought  ex- 
pedient, either  by  a  general  proviso  that  the  reso- 
lutions shall  not  extend  to  nations  having  no  Na- 
vigation Act  such  as  is  therein  described,  or  by 
providing  that  they  shall  not  extend  to  countries 
south  of  Cape  Finisterre,  a  distinction  familiar  to 
the  British  Statute  Book. 

It  is  said  that  Great  Britain  treats  the  United 
States  as  well  as  she  treats  other  nations,  and, 
therefore,  they  ought  to  be  satisfied. 

If  other  nations  were  willing  to  bear  unequal 
regulations,  or  unable  to  vindicate  their  rights,  it 
was  no  example  for  us. 

But  is  it  true  that  the  same  degree  of  reciproci- 
ty subsists  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  as  between  Great  Britain  and  other  coun- 
tries? He  did  not  admit  this  to  be  the  case.  Where 
treaties  existed,  they  stipulated,  in  many  instances, 
mutual  and  equal  conditions  of  intercourse.  He 
gave  an  example  in  the  treaty  of  Methuen,  in 
which  the  admission  of  British  woollens  by  Por- 
tugal was  balanced  by  the  admission  of  Portugal 
wine  by  Great  Briuin.  The  treaty  with  France, 
of  late  date,  was  another  example,  where  a  vari- 
ety of  reciprocal  privileges  and  countervailing  du- 
ties were  minutely  provided  for.  Where  no  trea- 
ties existed,  or  where  they  were  silent,  there  were 
oflen  legal  regulations  reciprocating  the  regula- 
tions of  Great  Britain.  He  referred  to  the  laws  of 
Sweden  and  Denmark,  on  the  subject  of  manu- 
factures, as  instances. 

It  is  said  Great  Britain  treats  us  as  well  as  other 
nations  treat  us.  What  nation,  he  asked,  had  such 
a  Navigation  Act?  What  nation  besides  excludes 
us  from  a  circuitous  trade?  What  nation  excludes 
us  from  carrying  our  own  commodities  in  our  own 
bottoms,  where  the  carriage  is  allowed  to  her  bot- 
toms? 

It  is  said,  that  at  least  Great  Britain  treats  us 
as  well  as  we  are  treated  by  France,  who  will  be 
favored  by  the  resolutions.  This  point  was  parti- 
cularly labored  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Smith,]  who  made  a  corn- 
parison  of  those  two  countries  the  principal  basis 
of  the  discussion.  As  they  were,  in  fact,  the  two 
countries  which  stood  in  the  most  important  re- 
lations to  the  United  SUtes,  the  subject  required  a 
pretty  accurate  view  of  their  respective  dispositions, 
regulations,  and  intercourse,  with  this  country. 
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On  the  sabjeet  of  the  dispositions  of  FVance  and 
Great  Britain  towards  the  United  States,  the  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Smith]  was  of  a  very  different  opi- 
nion (Mr.  M.  observed)  from  that  expressed  in  the 
Message  of  the  Pkesidert.  The  Message  in- 
formed the  House  that  France  bad  generally  ma- 
nifested a  friendly  disposition  towards  the  United 
States;  had  granted  advantages  to  their  com- 
merce, and  had  actually  made  overtures  for  placing 
it  permanently  on  a  better  footing ;  while  the  Ian- 

guage  of  the  communication  with  respect  to  Great 
>rilain  sufficiently  proves  that  there  was  no  room 
for  compliments  of  a  like  kind  to  that  nation. 

He  meant  to  shoWi  however,  from  a  particular  re- 
view, in  what  light  the  two  nations  stood  to  us ;  and 
for  that  purpose  should  submit  to  the  Committee  a 
comparative  statement,  as  the  gentleman  had  done, 
of  their  commercial  policy  towards  us. 

He  premised,  however,  that  he  could  not  follow 
the  example  of  recurring  to  a  period  antecedent  to 
the  French  Revolution  for  evidence  in  relation  to 
France.  Mr.  Smith  seemed  to  think  that  the  or- 
der of  things  subsequent  to  that  period  could  not  be 
regarded  as  a  settled  order.  He,  [Mr.  M.,]  on  the 
contrary,  considered  it  as  the  only  settled  order. 
He  hoped  and  believed  that  the  Revolution  was 
not  a  fugitive  thing,  as  some  might  wish,  but  that 
it  was  irreversibly  established ;  and  that  the  new 
Republic  would  flourish  forever  on  the  ruins  of 
the  ancient  Monarchy.  He  should  not,  however, 
he  said,  reject  from  his  inquiry,  what  was  done 
previous  to  the  date  of  the  Republic  in  favor  of 
the  United  States,  because  it  could  not  be  reason- 
ably supposed  that  the  disposition  of  the  nation 
would  be  less  favorable  now  than  it  was  under  the 
former  Government. 

He  then  proceeded  to  a  view  of  the  footing  on 
whieh  the  commerce  stood  with  the  British  and 
French  Dominions. 

Wheat  and  Flour, — In  France,  free ;  that  is  to 
say,  under  a  duty  of  one-eighth  per  cent.  n9  a  Cus- 
tom-house regulation,  merely  for  ascertaining  the 
quantity  imported.  This  remark  is  to  be  applied 
to  several  other  articles  which  will  be  mentioned  as 
free. 

In  Great  Britain,  wheat  and  flour  are  prohibited, 
until  the  price  is  up  at  6s.  3d.  sterling  a  bushel ; 
which,  as  to  the  United  States,  may  be  deemed  a 
perpetual  prohibition. 

In  the  French  West  Indies  these  articles  are 
also  free ;  and,  as  he  at  first  stated,  by  a  general 
law,  which  had  been  suspended  from  time  to  time ; 
but,  being  told  that  he  was  mistaken,  the  articles 
being  prohibited  by  a  general  law,  and  free  only 
by  suspensions,  he  said  that,  although  his  docu- 
ments gave  him  other  information,  he  should  leave 
the  fact  for  further  examination;  adding,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  not  essential,  as  the  actual  practice 
and  disposition  of  France  oh  this  subject  were 
chiefly  to  be  regarded. 

In  the  British  West  Indies  these  articles  were  free, 
but  in  British  bottoms  only. 

Rice. — In  France,  free.  In  Britain,  under  a  duty 
of  7s.  4d.  sterling  the  hundred.  In  the  French 
Islands,  under  a  duty  of  one  per  cent.  In  the  Bri- 
tish, free,  in  British  bottoms. 


Salted  Jish. — In  France,  under  a  duty  of  eigh^ 
livres  the  quintal.  In  Britain,  prohibited.  In  Frencfj 
Islands,  admitted  under  some  disco uragementsj 
which  did  not,  however,  prevent  a  great  consump^ 
tion.    In  the  British  Inlands  prohibited. 

Salted  heef. — In  France,  under  a  duty  of  fiv^ 
livres  a  quinul.  In  Britain  prohibited.  In  French 
Islands,  under  a  duty  of  one  per  cent  and  threti 
livres  a  quintal.    In  British  Islands,  prohibited. 

Salted  pork. — In  France,  under  a  duty  of  fiv^ 
livres  a  quint^il,  in  some  ports ;  prohibited  in  others 
In  Britain,  under  a  prohibitory  duty  of  44s.  9d.  i 
quintal.  In  the  British  and  French  Islands,  pro^ 
hibited. 

Indigo. — In  France,  under  a  duty  of  five  livres  d 
quintal.  In  BriUun,  free.  In  the  Britiiih  and 
French  Islands,  prohibited. 

Whale  oil. — In  France,  under  a  duty  of  seven 
livres  ten  sols  a  barrel,  of  520  pounds.  In  Brit:un« 
under  a  duty  of  £l8  3s.  a  ton.  In  both  We^^t  In^ 
dies  prohibited. 

Tar,  pitch f  and  turpentine. — In  France,  under  a! 
duty  of  two  per  cent.  In  Britiin,  under  duties  tir 
and  pitch  I  Id.  per  barrel ;  turpentine  2s.  3d.  ptr 
100  pounds.  I 

Tobacco  is  on  a  footing  pretty  similar  in  the  two 
countries.  So  are  wood,  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  and 
flaxseed. 

Indian  corn,  woodf  live  animals,  (except  horses 
and  mules,  which  are  free,)  in  the  French  Islands 
pay  a  duty  of  one  per  cent  In  the  British,  they 
are  free  in  British  bottoms;  prohibited  in  American 
bottoms. 

Ships. — In  France,  free  to  be  naturalized.  In 
Britain,  prohibited. 

He  proceeded  to  state  the  comparative  amount  of 
our  exports  and  imports  in  the  commerce  with  the 
two  nations,  and  the  balances  on  them,  as  before 
shown.  He  noticed  particularly  the  excess  of  the 
exports  to  the  French  West  Indies,  which  amounted 
to  $3,284,656  over  those  to  the  British,  which 
amounted  to  $2,357,583;  observing  the  importtnce 
of  that  market,  and  the  more  especially  as  it  sup- 
plies the  article  of  molasses,  the  only  raw  material 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  otherwi^^e  so 
much  valued  as  an  article  of  consumption.  He  ad- 
verted aUo  to  the  superior  proportion  of  American 
tonnage  in  the  trade  with  the  French  dominions,  as 
had  nUo  been  before  shown. 

From  this  review,  he  left  the  Committee  to  in- 
fer the  true  policy  of  the  United  States  with  re- 
gard to  their  commerce  in  its  two  most  conMider- 
able  branches.  He  thought  it  clear  that,  in  every 
view,  it  was  incumbent  on  the  United  States  to 
cultivate  the  connexion  and  intercourse  with  the 
French  nation.  As  a  market  for  our  produce,  their 
vast  population,  and  their  use  of  our  articles  of 
mere  consumption,  were  peculiarly  precious  to 
our  agriculture.  They  could  do  better  without 
our  trade  than  Great  Britain;  yet,  they  showed 
more  disposition  to  favor  it.  And  what  was  by 
no  means  to  be  disregarded,  they  were  the  only 
considerable  Power  on  the  face  of  the  earth  sin- 
cerely friendly  to  the  Republican  form  of  Govern- 
ment established  in  this  country. 

Of  all  the  objections  which  Mr.  M.  had  heard 
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suggested  against  the  resolutions,  the  most  extra- 
Tsgant  and  chimerical  was  the  idea  of  a  war  with 
Great  Britain  in  consequence  of  them.  He  was 
It  a  loss  to  Bay  whether  such  an  objection  were  a 
greater  insalt  to  the  character  of  that  nation  or  to 
the  onderstanding  of  America.  At  the  utmost, 
the  propositions  go  only  to  a  reciprocity.  They 
do  DOt  in  fact  go  so  far.  On  what  imaginable  pre- 
text, then,  can  Great  Britain  make  war  upon  us  ? 
If  ve  were  no  longer  Colonies,  but  independent 
States,  we  sorely  can  do  what  all  independent 
States  do — regulate  our  trade  as  may  suit  our  own 
bterests;  and  Great  Britain  can  have  the  least 
right  of  any  nation  to  complain  of  it,  because  it  is 
her  own  example  which  we  follow.  If  war,  there- 
fore, should  be  made  on  us,  it  would  only  prove  a 
fixed  predetermination  to  make  it;  and  in  that 
ttse  pretexts  more  plausible  than  any  commercial 
regalatioos  could  easily  be  found  or  framed  for  the 
purpose. 

The  next  ground  on  which  he  examined  the 
sa^iject  was  its  operation  among  the  several  parts 
of  the  Union.  It  was  admitted,  and  regretted,  that 
the  immediate  benefits  and  burdens  would  not  be 
equally  distributed  among  all  the  States.  More 
than  a'  due  share  of  the  former  would  flow  to  the 
Northern  division ;  more  than  a  due  share  of  the 
kter  would  fall  on  the  Southern.  This  was  un- 
iToidably  produced  by  the  unequal  advances  made 
in  QuiQufaciures  and  navigation ;  and  it  was  an 
mconrenience  that  had  necessarily  taken  place  in 
I  variety  of  other  instances.  It  would  be  found, 
hovever,  on  a  fair  attention  to  the  subject,  that  the 
i&equality  would  be  less  than  at  first  appeared. 

With  respect  to  manufactures,  the  Southern 
States  irere  at  least  equally  interested  in  encoura- 
ging and  distributing  a  competition  for  our  market, 
among  different  nations  of  Europe,  instead  of  being 
50  much  in  the  hands  of  a  single  one. 

The  duty  on  the  finer  articles  imported  would 
&11  on  those  most  able  to  bear  it ;  and  would  be 
pretty  equally  diffused  through  the  Union. 

The  duty  on  the  coarser  articles  would  be  saved 
io  proportion  to  the  progress  made  in  manufactures 
usong  ourselves;  and  he  was  able  to  say,  with 
gnat  pleasure,  that  those  carried  on,  not  in  public 
ketones,  but  in  the  household  or  family  way,  which 
he  regarded  as  the  most  important  way,  were 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  far  advanced  in  the  Southern 
country  as  in  the  Middle  and  Northern.  Virginia 
was  proceeding  with  great  spirit  in  this  branch  of 
iadastry.  North  Carolina,  he  understood,  was 
doing  the  same ;  and  there  was  no  reason  why  the 
i&ore  Southern  States  would  not  avail  themselves 
of  the  resource,  especially  as  they  enjoyed  superior 
idrintages  in  the  article  of  cotton,  a  primary  ma- 
terial for  the  business. 

The  exports  would  not  be  materially  affected, 
Qnles8  Great  Britain  should,  contrary  to  all  proba- 
hility,  renounce  the  benefits  of  the  trade  in  them, 
^^d  expose  her  West  India  Islands  to  the  danger  of 
&mine ;  and  in  that  ^ase  the  inconveniences  would 
i^ot  be  local,  but  general. 

Eren  in  the  article  'of  tonnage,  the  inequality  at 
present,  though  considerable,  was  not  so  great  as 
htt  bad  imagined,  before  he  examined  the  real 


state  of  it  It  appeared,  from  the  official  reports 
lately  made  on  that  subject,  that  the  States  South 
of  Pennsylvania  (which  has  about  her  due  share) 
have  within  one- third  of  their  due  quota.  Georgia 
has  more  than  her  share ;  South  Carolina  has 
nearly  her  share  ;  North  Carolina  has  three-eighths 
below  her  share ;  Virginia  has  about  half  her  share ; 
Maryland  has  more  than  her  share ;  Delaware  less 
than  her  share. 

This  computation  is  not,  perhaps,  very  accurate, 
because  it  is  founded  on  the  relative  population  of 
the  States.  It  should  rather  have  reference  to  the 
value  and  volume  of  the  produce  exported  from  the 
several  States;  but  as  several  of  them  carry  on 
their  trade  through  their  neighbors,  this  rule  of 
calculation  would,  in  fact,  be  more  uncertain  than 
the  other. 

Whatever  be  the  rule,  Virginia,  he  remarked, 
was  the  State  that  appeared  most  deficient;  her 
exports,  both  in  value  and  bulk,  being  in  full  pro- 
portion to  her  population,  and  her  tonnage  being 
more  short  of  that  than  could  be  said  of  any  State. 
He  had  ^^qtj  reason,  notwithstanding,  to  believe 
that  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Virginia  would 
cheerfully  concur  in  any  temporary  sacrifices  that 
might  be  necessary,  to  vindicate  our  public  rights 
and  our  commercial  interests. 

It  was  a  consideration  that  ought  to  have  great 
weight  with  the  Southern  States,  that  a  home 
market  for  their  naval  stores  would  be  extended  by 
every  measure  favoring  our  own  navigation ;  and 
that  they  must  soon  begin  themselves  to  turn  to 
effect  their  natural  advantages  for  ship-building. 
Having  the  materials  on  the  spot,  they  would  not  be 
long  in  imitating  their  Northern  brethren.  North 
Carolina  was  singularly  favored  in  this  particular. 
There  was  not  a  single  article  used  in  the  various 
component  parts  of  a  ahip  which  she  did  not  pos- 
sess, or  could  not  raise  within  herself. 

The  capacity  of  the  United  States  to  provide, 
with  celerity,  for  the  transportation  of  her  produce 
was  strongly  attested  by  what  they  had  effected 
before  the  Revolution.  In  the  marine  of  the  British 
Empire,  whilst  the  United  States  were  part  of  it, 
the  American-built  ships  were  to  the  British-buil^ 
as  twenty-three  to  forty.  New  England  furnished 
about  three-fifths  of  the  former. 

In  two  points  of  view,  the  Southern  States  were 
peculiarly  interested  in  promoting  our  navigation : 

1.  As  they  are,  in  some  respects,  the  weaker 
part  of  the  Union,  and  have  most  wealth  exposed 
on  the  sea,  they  have  most  need  of  that  protection 
which  results  from  extensive  marine  resources. 
The  existence  of  these  will  either  prevent  attack, 
or  can  readily  be  turned  into  the  means  of  repel- 
ling it. 

2.  As  they  have  so  much  valuable  and  bulky 
produce  to  carry  to  market,  it  is  their  interest  to 
possess  a  conveyance  for  it,  that  they  may  be  as 
little  affected  as  possible  by  the  contingencies  and 
wars  of  other  nations;  and  particularly  of  Great 
Britain,  a  nation  which  is  so  frequently  at  war, 
and  which  has  so  disproportionate  a  share  in  our 
carrying  trade.  This  subject,  he  said,  had  been 
placed  in  so  striking  a  view  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  a  former  report  on  the  fisheries,  that  he 
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should  rely  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee  in 
reading  the  ohseryations  and  calculations  to  which 
he  alluded.  He  here  read  the  following  note  at 
the  end  of  that  report : 

*'  That  the  encouragement  of  our  carrying  busi- 
ness is  interesting,  not  only  to  the  carrying  States, 
but  in  a  high  degree  also  to  the  others,  will  result 
from  the  following  facts : 
The  whole  exports  of  the  United  States  may  be 

stated  at     -  -  -  -  $25,000,000 

Great    Britain    carries    two-fifths    of 

these  in  value,  that  is  to  say  -    10,000,000 

Freight  and    insurance    on    this,   in 

times  of  peace,  are  about  twenty- 
two  and  one-half  per  cent  -. 
The  same  charges  in  war  are  very 

various,  according  to  the  circum- 

stahces  of  the  war;  we  may  say, 

however,  fifty-five  per  cent 
The    difference    between    peace   and 

war  freight  and  insurance,  then,  is 

annually     -  -  -  - 

Taxed  on  our  agriculture  by  British  wars,  during 
their  continuance,  and  our  dependence  on  British 
bottoms. 

Of  the  last  one  hundred  years,  Great  Britain  has 
had  forty-two  years  of  war  and  fifly-eight  of  peace, 
which  is  three  of  war  to  every  four  of  peace,  nearly, 
as  shown  in  the  following  table : 


2,260,060 


6,500,000 


8,250,000 


Pkaoi. 

FXUODS  OF  TDO. 

Wab. 

Tears. 

MoDtha. 

Tears. 

Months. 

4 

6 

6 
12 

7 
15 

6 

8 
4 
8 
4 
0 
T 
9 

9 

1789,  May,  - 

( 1697,  September    - 

{  1702,  May  - 
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(  1718,  December     -  I 
1721,  June  • 
1727,  March           -  * 
1721,  Way  -           -  ( 
178.1,  October        - ) 
174S,  May  -           -  f 
1755,  June  -           -  1 
1762,  November     -f 
1778,  June  -           -  | 
I7Sa,  March            •  J 
1789,  May 

8 
10 
9 
0 
8 
7 
4 

42 

6 
9 
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In  every  term  of  seven  years,  then,  we  pay  three 
times  three  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  or  nine  million  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  which,  averaged  on  the  years  of 
peace  and  war,  are  annually  and  constantly  one 
million  three  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty -seven  more  than  we  should, 
if  we  could  raise  our  own  shipping,  to  be  compe- 
tent to  the  carriage  of  all  our  productions.  Be- 
sides this,  many  of  our  bulky  articles,  not  bearing 
a  war  freight,  cannot  be  exported  if  exposed  to 
that ;  80  that  their  total  loss  is  to  be  added  to  that 
before  estimated." 

This  wan  a  demonstration  of  the  interest  the 
United  States  had,  particularly  the  Southern 
States,  in  obtaining  an  independent  transportation 
for  their  commodities;  and  the  effect  of  the  pre- 
sent war,  to  which  Britain  is  a  party,  in  depriving 


them  of  the  ordinary  foreign  resource,  is  bringing 
the  evidence  home  to  their  feelings  at  the  present 
moment 

It  had  been  asked,  what  ground  there  was  for 
concluding  that  Great  Britain  would  be  led,  by  the 
measures  proposed,  to  change  her  policy  towards 
the  United  States.  He  thought  we  had  the  best 
ground  for  relying  on  such  an  effect 

It  is  well  known  that,  when  she  apprehended 
such  measures  would  be  taken,  she  manifested  a 
readiness  to  admit  a  greater  reciprocity  into  the 
commerce  between  the  two  countries.  A  bill  for 
the  purpose  was  brought  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  the  present  Minister,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  would 
probably  have  passed  into  a  law,  if  hopes  had  not 
sprung  up  that  they  should  be  able  to  maintain 
their  exclusive  system.  Knox,  an  under  Secreta- 
ry, appears,  from  a  collection  of  papers  published 
by  him,  to  have  been  the  chief  adviser  in  the  Ca- 
binet, as  Lord  Sheffield  was  the  great  champion 
before  the  public  of  this  experiment  It  was 
founded,  according;  to  both  these  witnesses,  on  a 
belief,  1st,  that  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  would 
soon  be  able  to  feed  the  West  Indies,  and  thereby 
make  them  independent  of  supplies  from  the  Uni- 
ted States.  2d.  That  the  General  Government  was 
so  feeble  that  it  could  not  execute  a  plan  of  retalia- 
ting restriction ;  and,  3d.  That  local  interests  and 
prejudices  predominated  so  much  among  the  Stutes, 
that  they  would  never  even  agree  in  making  an  at- 
tempt 

It  is  now  thoroughly  understood  and  admitted 
by  the  most  biassed  judges,  that  the  British  Conti- 
nental Colonies  cannot  supply  the  Island.s;  that, 
as  well  as  the  Islands,  they  depend  frequently  for 
essential  supplies  on  the  United  States.  This  cal- 
culation, therefore,  has  failed  Great  Britain. 

The  next  has  been  completely  destroyed  by  the 
change  of  our  former  frail  Confederacy  into  a  Go- 
vernment which  is  found  to  be  adequate  to  all  its 
national  objects.  This  hope  has,  therefore,  in  like 
manner  failed. 

The  only  remaining  hope  that  can  induce  Great 
Britain  to  persevere  in  the  plan  of  conduct  she  has 
adopted  towards  the  United  States  lies  in  the  sup- 
posed difficulty  of  reconciling  their  ditfjrcnt  inte- 
rests and  local  prejudices.  The  present  occasion 
will  decide  whether  this  hope,  also,  shall  be  with- 
drawn from  her;  or  whether  she  is  to  be  inspired 
with  fresh  confidence  in  pursuing  her  own  interests, 
without  a  due  respect  either  for  our  interests  or  for 
our  rights. 

He  could  not  but  vieW  the  present  as,  perhaps, 
the  final  chance  of  combining  the  opinions  and  in- 
terests of  the  several  quarters  of  the  Union  in 
some  proper  and  adequate  plan.  If,  at  a  motnent 
when  so  many  occurrences  conspire  to  unite  the 
public  councils,  when  the.  public  mind  is  so  well 
disposed  to  second  all  equitable  and  peaceable 
means  of  doing  justice  to  our  country,  and  when 
our  commerce  is  ho  critically  important  to  the  vi- 
tal resources  of  Great  Britain,  it  should  be  found 
that  nothing  can  be  done,  he  could  foresee  no  cir- 
cumstances under  which  success  was  to  be  ex- 
pected. To  reject  the  propositions,  therefore, 
whilst  nothing  better  was  substituted,  must  con 


225 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


226 


JA5UABT,  1794.] 


Commerce  o/tke  United  States. 


[H.  OP  R. 


Tfv  the  most  nnfavonibl^  ImpresHions  of  oar  na- 
tional eharaeter,  and  rivet  the  fetters  on  our  com- 
merce, M  welt  as  prolong  other  causes  which  had 
prodaced  sach  injurious  consequences  to  our  coun- 
try. He  would  not  permit  himself  to  apprehend 
that  Mich  would  be  the  event  of  the  deliberations  of 
the  CoiBmittee. 

When  Bfr.  Madisor  had  concluded,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wednesday,  January  15. 

A  petitioQ  of  Lieutenant  Col««el  Tousard  was 
preseoted  to  the  House  and  r&iyi^  praying  that  such 
a  8«(o  ef  oioney  oay  be  -paid  htm,  in  lieu  of  the 
peosios  daring  Jile,  granted  bj  a  resolution  of  the 
Ute  Ctiagreas,  as  may  be  deemed ,  equitable  and 
proper. 

Orderedy  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Ur.  Saiuel  SKin,  Mr.  Thatches,  and  Mr. 
Leakjtes  ;  that  tbey  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, aod  report  the  luune,  with  their  opinion  there- 
6p«n,  te  the  Hovse. 

A  petiiioa  «f  Philip  Audebert  and  others,  clerks 
is  liie  War  Office,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  fttating  the  insufficiency  of  the  salaries  al- 
lowed tbeoi  by  Jaw,  and  praying  that  the  same  may 
U:  asgneated  aod  rendered  more  adequate  to  their 
ienices. 

Ori^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  MABisoH,  Mr.  Foster,  and  Mr.  Griffin; 
that  (hey  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
fori  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
iiuttse. 

A  sieasage  frooi  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  proposing 
te  liie  ijeveral  States  the  following  article  of  amend- 
aent  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes,  to 
«ii:  "The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall 
''not  be  conatrued  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or 
"equity,  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of 
*tne  United  States  by  citizens,  of  another  State, 
*or  by  ciiizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign  State;" 
to  which  resolution  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
tlu)  Huuae,  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tiiUi'n  of  the  United  States. 

Tile  iiaid  resolution  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PU-SIDENT  OF  THE  UnITED  StaTES  : 

Gntlemttiofihe  Senate,  and 

of  the  Haute  of  RejpreaentcUives : 

I  laj  before  you,  as  being  connected  with  the  cor- 

f^Kideoce  already  in  your  possession,  between  the 

Secretary  of  State  and  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 

«e  Pftrnch  Eepublic,  the  copy  of  a  letter  Irom  that  Mi- 

'j*t«r,of  the  26th  of  December,  1793  ;  and  a  copy  of 

^  procvedings  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
l^virsD  SrATO,  Januarff  15,  lt94. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read)  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  toble. 

Mr.  Bouoinot,  from  the  committee  appointed 
^  tfxamine  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
report  to  the  House  such  as  have  expired,  or  will 
3o  Cow.— 8 


expire  before  the  next  session,  made  a  report ; 
which  WAS  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Ephrnim  Kim- 
berly,  which  was  made  on  the  18th  of  February 
last ;  and,  the  samo  being  read, 

drderedj  That  the  said  report  be  referred  to  Mr. 
HiLLHOUSE,  Mr.  Orr,  and  Mr.  Smilie,  with  instruc- 
tions to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  pursuant 
thereto. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

A  proposition  being  made  to  go  into  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  Mr.  Madison^s  resolutions — 

Mr.  Ames  wanted  to  have  the  printed  state  of 
the  negotiation  between  Great  BriUiin  and  the 
Federal  Govcrnmerit  respecting  a  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce; and  likewise  a  paper  from  the  SecreUiry  of 
Stjite,  wiiich  the  House  had  ordered  to  be  got  ready 
and  be  •printed  some  days  ago.  He  wished  gentle- 
men not  to  be  in  a  hurry  in  deciding  on  a  subject  of 
such  prodigious  consequenoe  as  these  propositions. 
He  wished  to  defer  going  into  a  Committee  until 
the  papers  could  be  had. 

Mr.  Madison  said,  that  it  was  somewhat  singn* 
lar  that  an  objection  should  be  made  to  the  going 
into  a  Committee  for  the  want  of  these  papers. 
This  want  ought  to  have  been  stated  on  Monday. 
As  to  the  idea  of  a  friendly  disposition  on  the  part 
of  Britiin  for  entering  into  a  Treaty  of  Commerce, 
he  was  convinced  thut  Britain  had  no  dinposiiion 
that  way.  This  he  inferred  from  some  pass^igea 
in  the  Speech  of  the  President,  which  were,  at 
his  desire,  read  by  the  Clerk.  He  trusted  that  the 
House  would  not  hesitate  in  resolving  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  immediately  in  order  to 
discuss  the  propositions. 

Mr.  Ames  thought  it  requisite  to  bavo  the  pa- 
pers laid  before  the  Committee  which  had  been 
directed  to  be  printed.  He  sjiid  there  never  had 
been  an  instance  of  any  subject  of  the  kind  being 
pushed  forward  as  the  present.  Such  was  the 
vastness  and  complexity  of  the  evidence,  and  some 
parts  of  it  were  so  obsuurOi  that  it  was  impossible 
for  the  House  to  have  yet  found  leisure  for  em- 
bmcing  a  well-founded  opinion.  The  gentleman 
who  spoke  last  had  said  that  the  papers  called  for 
could  be  of  no  consequence  in  diM,^ussing  tiie  reso- 
lutions. This  assertion  was  in  itself  a  very  proper 
reason  for  printing  the  papers,  that  the  gentleman, 
by  having  an  opportunity  of  reading  them,  might 
be  convinced  of  Uieir  importance.  Mr.  A.  said 
that  he  believed  there  was  an  amicable  disposition 
on  the  part  of  Britain.  He  grounded  hU  asser- 
tion on  an  acknowledgment  that  had  been  made 
some  time  ago  by  one  of  the  British  Ministers,  in 
Parliament,  who  said,  that  he  expected  soon  to 
lay  before  that  House  a  Commercial  Treaty  be- 
twixt England  and  America.  The  gentleman  had 
said  that  we  should  found  our  measures  on  the  dis- 
positions of  the  several  Powers  of  Europe  toward 
us.  That  was  right.  But  it  was  requisite  to  be  in- 
formed of  those  dispositions  before  forming  these 
resolutions. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee. 

Mr.  Forrest,  after  a  long  pause,  observed,  that 
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as  no  other  person  appeared  disposed  to  rise  on 
the  occaKion,  although  he  felt  himself  unequal  to 
doing  that  justice  to  the  subject  which  many  others 
were,  yet  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  offer  a  few 
remarks  which  had  occurred  to  him  in  the  course  of 
the  debate. 

In  all  our  discussions  of  commercial  affairs,  the 
principal  point  to  be  kept  in  view  was  the  promo- 
tion  of  the  essential  and  permanent  interests  of 
our  country,  keeping  in  mind  this  maxim  (as  true 
in  respect  to  nations  as  individuals,)  that  there  is 
no  friendship  in  trade.  He  then  entered  into  a 
consideration  of  our  commercial  connexion  with 
Great  Britain,  and  observed,  that  we  should  avoid 
letting  our  former  prejudices,  or  those  arising  from 
recent  transactions,  influence  our  judgments.  We 
should  not  regard  the  favoring  of  the  French  or 
British  ^nation,  but  study  to  do  that  which  would 
tend  to  the  promotion  of  our  own  commerce  and 
the  interest  of  our  own  navigation.  In  this  pur- 
suit, we  must  keep  in  view  our  relative  situation 
with  European  nations,  particularly  those  of 
France  and  Great  Britain,  and  more  particularly 
the  latter,  with  whom  the  proposed  resolutions 
contemplate  a  change.  Of  all  possible  times,  (said 
he,)  I  believe  this  the  most  improper  to  try  the  ex- 
periment. 

If  the  British  Government  have  been  instru- 
mental in  letting  the  Algerines  loose  upon  us ;  if 
their  privateers  commit  acts  of  piracy  upon  our 
neutral  flag,  let  it  at  least,  in  the  first  instance,  be 
made  matter  of  negotiation.  Neutral  nations  must 
suffer  some  inconvenience ;  and  it  will  be  much 
better  policy  to  come  forward  at  once  and  Hay  we 
are  at  war.  We  will  not  submit  to  vexatious  in- 
sults, when  they  are  too  much  to  suffer,  rather  than 
make  this  commercial  warfare,  by  which  it  is  im- 
possible, in  the  course  of  human  events,  but  that 
we  must  be  much  the  greatest  sufferers;  and  how 
humiliating  would  it  be,  after  trial,  even  to  propose 
to  make  it  a  drawn  battle ! 

Let  us  examine  the  subject  Of  the  whole  fair 
trade  of  Great  Britain,  taking  their  imports  and 
exports  into  view,  their  trade  with  the  United 
States  will  be  found  to  be  one-sixth,  or  thereabouts. 
Take  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  United  States, 
and  you  will  find  that  full  one-half  the  value  of 
our  whole  trade  is  with  Great  Britain  and  her  de- 
pendencies. Who  will  suffer  most?  She,  by  the 
interruption  of  one-sixth,  with  the  means  of  get- 
ting most  of  the  articles  we  supply,  ou  as  good 
terms,  from  other  nations,  with  great  internal 
sources  of  revenue,  and  a  people  used  to  bear  any 
taxes  asked  of  them ;  or  we,  with  an  interruption 
of  one-half  our  trade  and  commerce,  not  so  well 
off  with  respect  to  internal  resources,  and  the  com- 
plaints of  our  citizens,  not  accustomed  to  heavy 
taxation  ?  Let  those  who  rely  upon  the  effect  it 
will  have  on  the  English  manufacturers  and  artisans, 
look  back  to  1773  and  1774,  and  recollect  the  effect 
it  then  had. 

But  there  is  one  circumstance  that  should  have 
weight  with  every  mind.  It  will  be  found  that 
three-fourths  of  all  the  impost  revenue  of  this 
country  is  derived  from  our  coramerte  with  the 
British.     Shall  we  hazard  an  entire  loss  of   this 


revenue  ?  And  if  lost  or  greatly  interrupted,  from 
whence  shall  we  supply  its  deficiency,  without,  at 
least,  in  their  minds,  oppressing  the  people  of  this 
country  ?  I  am  not  a  stockholder  or  a  bankholder. 
I  am  too  poor  to  be  either,  and  therefore  can  bare 
no  separate  interest  in  view,  and,  where  I  am  known, 
I  shall  not  be  charged  with  partiality  to  Great  Bri- 
tain;  but  I  hope  I^m  free  from  such  unwarrantable 
prejudices  as  to  lead  me  into  measures  to  the  io- 
juiT  of  my  country. 

I  lay  it  down  aa  a  principle  not  to  be  controverted, 
that  our  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  in  a  com- 
mercial point,  (I  mean,  putting  the  mode  of  carriage 
out  of  account,  and  confining  it  to  the  importatioD 
and  exportation,  and  restrictions  and  bounties  there- 
on,) is  as  favorable  as  we  can  expect,  and,  taken  in 
the  aggregate,  full  as  favorable  as  with  France,  their 
Navigation  Act  excepted. 

With  respect  to  navigation,  I  have  long  thougbt 
it  ought  not  to  be  submitted  to ;  but  are  we  to  ex- 
pect, at  a  moment  like  this,  acting  (as  they  will 
certainly  believe  we  shall)  under  the  impulse  of  re- 
sentment, they  will  waive  an  atom  of  their  Naviga- 
tion Act  to  the  result  of  our  resolutions?  It  is 
vain.  Let  us  not  hazard  that  which  is  certain, 
which  the  safeguard  of  experience  iias  proved,  for 
that  we  know  not  of. 

It  has  been  mentioned  as  a  grievance  that  oar 
produce  is  sent  to  France,  Holland,  Spain,  Portu- 
gal, &c.,  and  that  our  imports  are,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, confined  to  Great  Britain.  Our  merchants 
must  pay  their  debts,  and  surely  it  is  for  their  in- 
terest to  sell  their  articles  for  the  highest  price  they 
will  bring,  and  purchase  where  they  can  obtain 
cheapest  Our  produce  is  sent  to  those  couDtries 
to  pay  our  debts  in  Great  Britain. 

There  has  been  nothing  to  lead  me  to  a  jodg- 
ment  how  the  blanks  are  to  be  filled.  If,  with  such 
high  duties  as  to  prohibit  the  articles,  our  ebief 
source  of  revenue  will  be  wiped  off,  and  the  con- 
sequence may,  nay,  must  be,  direct  taxation.  If 
low,  it  will  only  exhibit,  without  gratifying,  a  re- 
sentment, and  the  consumers  of  these  articles,  the 
yeomanry  of  this  country,  will  have  to  pay  the  tax. 
If  it  is  said  that  it  is  intended  to  encourage  oar 
own  factories,  let  us  select  those  which  we  can 
manufacture,  and  lay  prohibitory  duties  on  the  fo- 
reign articles. 

Mr.  F.  reprobated  the  idea  of  suffering  partial 
or  merely  politi&tl  motives  to  influence  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject.  Commercial  subjects  ougbt 
to  be  considered  in  an  independent  point  of  view. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Committee  would  en- 
deavor to  divest  themselves  of  every  incidental 
impression,  originating  in  impulses  from  particular 
events,  and  contemplate  the  question  simply  on  its 
own  merits. 

Mr.  FiTZSTHONS  declared  that,  in  the  course  of 
this  diHcussion,  he  had  not  heard  one  single  argu- 
ment advanced  which,  admitting  the  premises  to 
be  true,  could  persuade  him  to  give  bis  consent  to 
the  first  of  the  resolutions.  It  was  possible  that 
he  might  agree  to  some  of  those  that  fullowed. 
He  was  perfectly  convinced  that  a  judicious  sys- 
tem of  regulations  would  be  of  infinite  advanta^ 
to  the  maritime  interest  of  America.    He  was  of 
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opinion  that  the  firKt  reaolation  was  by  far  too  In- 
definite. The  sabstanco  of  the  whole  arguments 
sdraneed  on  both  sides  tended  only  to  establish  a 
fact,  which  was  already  perfectly  well  known, 
tbnt  the  GoTemments  of  Enrope  act,  in  regard  to 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  just  ns  they 
think  proper.  The  lesson  was  a  very  good  one, 
ind  be  trusted  that,  with  a  proper  attention  to 
temporary  circumstances,  this  country  would  im- 
prove by  it, 

Mr.  Madison  regarded  the  objection  of  the  gen- 
t]ea).in  as  entirely  of  a  new  kind.  He  had  refused 
his  consent  to  the  first  of  the  resolutions,  because 
it  was  indeEnite.  But  the  propositions  laid  before 
the  House  a  few  days  ago  with  respect  to  the  AI- 
gerines  were  fully  as  indefinite,  and  yet  the  gen- 
tlemaD  who  spoke  lost  had  recommended  them. 
The  order  of  proceedings  in  the  present  question 
U  perfectly  candid  and  regular,  consonant  to  the 
practice  uf  the  House  and  the  practice  of  the  gen- 
tleman himself. 

3Ir.  S.  Smith,  after  a  few  introductory  observa- 
ticcus  s;iid,  the  object  of  the  resolution  is,  to  lay  an 
eitm  duty  on  goods  from  Powers  not  in  treaty 
T.th  the  United  States.  These  duties  wilt  operate 
ss  a  bounty,  say,  for  calculation,  of  five  per  cent.,  in 
fevor  of  those  Powers  with  whom  we  have  a  treaty 
of  commerce;  for  experience  has  shown  that  those 
lutiniN  cannot  supply  us  on  terms  so  favorable  ns 
that  with  whom  no  treaty  exints.  It  is  a  subject, 
tl;en,  of  fair  inquiry,  what  advantages  we  enjoy 
from  those  nations  we  are  in  treaty  with,  to  in- 
doce  us  to  grant  them  such  bounty ;  and  what 
ve  the  disaavantages  which  result  from  those 
treaties  ? 

The  United  States  have  a  commercial  treaty 
vith  France,  Holland,  Prussia,  and  Sweden. 
What  .ire  the  commercial  advantages?  The  ad- 
vantagpH  in  the  treaties  most  useful  to  ns  are,  that 
free  i^hips  make  free  goods ;  and  this  is  to  be  re- 
ciprocal. We  have  seen  that  this  stipulation  has 
been  violated  whenever  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
ic  their  opinion,  made  it  useful  to  France.  The 
^idvantdges  of  those  treaties  are,  their  prizes 
coming  into  our  ports,  and  their  armed  vessels 
craUing  on  our  coasts.  It  appears,  then,  that  we 
bayu  no  advantages  given  us  by  those  treaties  suf- 
^ient  to  induce  us  to  lay  a  tax  of  five  per  cent 
00  $17,000,000  of  importations,  fri»m  Powers  not 
in  treaty  with  us,  say  $850,000  per  annum,  to  act 

u  a  bounty  on  the  manufactures  of  the  nations  in 

ln;aty. 

h  then  becomes  a  subject  of  inquiry,  what  in- 
joritfs  have  we  received  from  the  Powers  with 
*hoQj  we  have  no  commenM:il  treaty,  that  should 
iodiice  n?}  to  tax  ourselves  $850,000  per  annum  to 
'•'^aiite  on  them  ?  These  Powers  are  Spain,  Por- 
^Q^l.  Denmark,  Russi;i,  Hamburg,  Bremen,  and 
^be  other  Hanse  Towns,  and  Great  Britain. 

Spain  has  laid  a  heavy  duty  on  our  flour,  to  en- 
ctDrige  her  own;  but  not  more  than  on  that  of 
O'^tr  nations.  She  has  also  undertaken,  in  alli- 
acce  wiUi  Great  Britain,  to  prevent  our  taking  our 
pf'^ace  to  Prance,  contrary  to  the  custom  in 
form^T  wars.  It  is  true,  the  same  two  Powers 
^^■•"ipted  the  same  thing  on  a  former  occasion. 


Spain  has,  by  a  late  edict,  granted  to  nations  in 
treaty  of  eommeree,  license  to  trade  in  Louisiana, 
Florida,  dtc.,  &c.,  which  immediately  ezoladea  us, 
and  this  may  be  of  serious  conseqnenee.  The 
English  will  introdoce  a  good  market  for  tobaeco 
there ;  perhaps  they  may  think  it  their  interest  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  that  article,  now  Ss.  6d.  per 
pound,  to  the  same  with  ours,  which  is  Is.  3d. ;  or, 
if  we  pass  these  resolutions,  make  ours  38.  6d.,  and 
theirs  Is.  3d.  But  Spain  takes  almost  all  their 
flour,  a  great  quantity  of  wheat,  com,  and  lumber, 
beef,  pork,  fish,  rice,  o&c,  die,  from  us,  and  is  our 
very  best  customer.  She  supplies  as  with  dollars, 
brandy,  wine,  fruits,  salt,  and  silk  goods,  on  fair 
terms.  Some  of  these  are  articles  which  cannot 
be  proonred  from  the  Powers  in  treaty,  and  ought 
we  to  offend  her,  to  gratify  our  resentment  against 
England  ? 

Portugal  refuses,  since  onr  Revolution,  to  take 
our  flour.  In  every  other  respect  she  is  among 
our  best  friends.  She  receives  our  wheat,  com,  lum- 
ber, and  many  other  articles;  her  late  conduct  calls 
for  our  sincerest  gratitude.  She  supplies  us  with 
wine,  salt,  some  East  India  goods,  lemons,  &e.,  die. 
Why  should  we  declare  commercial  war  against 
such  a  friend  t 

The  immediate  relations  with  Denmark  are  in- 
creasing daily,  and  on  fuir  terms.  In  her  islands, 
we  have  the  fairest  intercourse.  Our  flour,  meal, 
corn,  lumber,  beef,  beel,  pork,  and  fish,  are  received 
there  in  our  own  bottoms,  and  we  bring  from  thence 
all  their  produce.  Their  children  are  educated 
among  us,  form  friendships,  and  matrimonial  con- 
nexions. Why  should  we  declare  a  commercial 
war  against  a  Power  so  friendly  ? 

Russia  affords  us  iron,  hemp,  sail-duck,  sheet- 
ings, and  some  other  articles ;  admits  us  into  her 
ports  on  fair  terms,  and  leaves  to  us  the  whole 
onrrying  trade  between  the  two  countries.  What 
cause  have  we  to  tax  her  commodities  1  She  has 
done  nothing  to  offend  us,  seems  well  disposed, 
and  many  of  her  articles  can  be  had  nowhere  else ; 
and  it  ought  to  be  considered,  she  can  support  the 
armed  neutrality. 

Hamburff  and  Bremen  receive  our  vessels  with 
every  possible  mark  of  friendship ;  they  take  great 
quantities  of  tobacco,  rice,  deerskins,  furs,  and  a  sur- 
plus of  our  imports  from  the  West  Indies;  they 
snpply  us  with  glass,  German  osnaburgs,  and  other 
German  linens,  on  much  better  terms  than  any 
other  country.  What  injury  have  those  Republics 
done  us,  that  we  should  throw  their  trade  into  the 
lap  of  Holland,  where  we  generally  pay  five  to  ten 
per  cent,  more  than  we  pay  in  those  ports? 

I  come  now  (said  Mr.  S.)  to  the  great  stum- 
bling block.  Great  Britain,  against  whom  these 
resolutions  point,  and  whose  political  conduct  has 
been  the  fruitful  topic  of  so  much  declamation. 
He  concurred  in  opinion  with  those  who  had  se- 
verely reprobated  the  conduct  of  their  piratical 
privateers  towards  our  navigation ;  but  are  these 
good  reasons,  said  he,  why  we  should  commence 
a  commercial  war  with  more  than  one  half  the 
European  nations,  or  even  with  her,  unless  we 
shall  find  it  ereatly  to  our  interest!  Alterations 
of  commercial  systems    require  time  and    much 
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delicacy  in  effecting.  We  do  not  at  present  know 
what  will  be  the  result  of  proper  remonatranees 
agtiioBt  the  injuries  we  have  suffered.  Has  Great 
Britain  laid  any  restrictions  on  our  commerce 
which  are  not  similar  to  those  she  lays  on  other 
fortfign  nations  1  I  believe  not.  Have  we  any  ad- 
vantages in  her  ports  over  other  foreigners?  I 
believe  we  have.  Our  citizens  go  there,  commence 
and  pursue  trade,  without  being  subject  to  the  alien 
duty,  paid  by  other  foreigners.  Our  tobacco  pays 
Is.  3d.  per  lb.  duty,  when  all  other  pays  3a.  6d.  per 
lb.  Our  pot  and  pearl  ashes  are  free :  others  pay 
2s.  per  cwt.,  which  is  equal  to  the  freight.  Our 
naval  storea  pay  less  duty  than  others  pay,  which, 
acting  as  a  bounty  to  us,  enables  us  to  send  these 
bulky  articles  to  such  a  distance.  Some  of  our 
wood  is  in  the  same  situation.  The  exportation 
of  our  lumber  on  these  advantageous  terms,  is  par- 
ticularly beneficial  to,  and  promotive  of  our  ship- 
ping. A  cargo  of  lumber,  which  costs  not  more 
than  400  or  600  pounds,  would  sell  for  12  or  1400. 
Mr.  S.  observed,  that  he  presumed  no  one  would 
tax  him  with  being  prejudiced  in  favor  of  Great 
Britain ;  he  had  suffered  by  them  severely ;  he  had 
fought  against  their  usurpations;  and,  should  his 
duty  call  him,  he  trusted  he  should  not  hesitate  to 
do  so  again.  It  is  not  what  Britain  may  suffer  bv 
the  system  proposed,  but  the  disadvantage  which 
will  be  the  oonsequeiice  to  the  United  States,  that 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  Our  duty 
is  not  to  injure  others,  but  to  protect  our  own  in- 
terest. 

Mr.   S.  then  inquired,  what  have  we  done  to 
benefit  our  own  commerce  ?    In  the  first  Congress, 
a  duty  of  fifty  cents  on  foreign  tonnage,  and  six 
cents  on  our  own,  gave  an  advantage  of  forty-four 
eenta  in  our  favor;  and  put  us  more  than  on  a 
footing  with  the  extra  llght-monev,  of  Is.  9d.  ster- 
ling, a  ton,  on  our  vessels,  charged  in  all  their  ports, 
except  London.    We  also  laid  a  duty  of  one-tenth 
extra  on  goods  by  foreign  vessels.     What  has  been 
its  consequence  ?    A  gentleman  from  Virginia  stated 
that  in  1 660,  Great  Britain  passed  their  Navigation 
Act,  when  the  foreign  trade  was  one-fourth  of  the 
whole;   in   1770,  it  was  lessened  to   one-sixth. 
What  is  the  consequence  of  our  law?    The  fo- 
reign tonnage  in  1770,  was  nearly  one-third  of  the 
whole.    In  1792,  the  foreign  tonnage  was  reduced 
nearly  to  one-fourth,  or  as  244  to  568.    This  being 
the  oase,  we  have,  by  our  existing  laws  and  in- 
dustry, decreased  the  proportion   of  the  foreign 
tonnage  one-sixth.    Thus  has  our  existing  laws 
done  nearly  as  much  in  two  years  for  us,  as  the 
navigation  laws  of  Great  Britain  did  for  them  in 
forty  years.    Under  the  existing  state  of  things, 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  could  not  see  the  policy  of  pushing 
regulations  to  accelerate  a  progress  already  with- 
out example.    The  same  gentleman  said,  that  the 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain  amount  to  fifty-one 
millions,  and  that  the  proportion  to  America  is 
two  millions — say  four  per  cent  of  the  exports  of 
that  country.     Will  she  give  up  her  Navigation  Act 
for  the  profits  of  four  per  cenU  on  her  exports  1 
Can  it  be  expected  that  she  will  deviate  from  a 
system  which  more  than  one  hundred  years  expe- 
nence  has  confirmed  the  utility  of? 


With  respect  to  France,  Mr.  Smith  acknow- 
ledged, in  warm  terms,  the  obligations  this  conntry 
was  under  to  that,  for  the  services  rendered  during 
the  war.  France,  said  he,  will  be  a  Repoblk,  and 
as  republicans,  they  will  treat  with  us  on  fait, 
liberal,  and  reciprocal  terms. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  reading  the  followiog'coo}- 
parative  statement : 


ZNGLAKD. 

Ist.  American  ships  paj 
no  more  duty  of  tonnage  m 
her  ports  than  her  own  pay ; 
but  they  pay  la.  9d  sterling, 
or  89  cents  extra  fur  lights, 
except  in  the  port  of  Lon- 
don, where  all  pay  alike. 

2d.  The  ships  of  Ameri- 
ca carry  freely  to  Great 
Britain  the  produce  of  the 
United  States,  (where  her 
own  ships  are  permitted,) 
and  pay  the  same  duty 
thereon  that  is  paid  by  the 
ships  of  Gkeat  Britain. 

Sd.  All  trade  in  Ameri- 
can  ships  to  the  British 
West  Indies,  is  prohibited, 
except  in  times  (such  as  the 
present)  of  war  and  par- 
ticular scarcity. 


4th.  The  trade  to  the  Bri- 
tish East  Indies  is  free  for 
Americans ;  they  enter  and 
sell  freely  there,a8  well  their 
cargoes  as  ships,  when  even 
British  ships  are  prohibited. 

5th.  American  shipping 
can  carry  no  foreign  article 
to  Qreat  Britain,  nor  any 
thing  except  her  own  pro- 
duce; they  cannot  carry 
any  of  her  manufactures, 
except  pot  and  pearl  a^hes, 
pig  and  bar  iron ;  which 
articles  are  free  from  duty. 


6th.  Great  Britain  admits 
from  America,  free  of  duty, 

Clank,  pot  and  pearl  ashes, 
ar  and  piz  iron,  when  she 
charges  a  duty  on  the  same 
articles  from  other  nations, 
equal,  in  some  instances,  to 
a  tull  freight ;  which  enables 
America  to  transport  such 
bulky  articles  on  equal 
terms :  she  charges  Is.  8d. 
per  lb.  on  American  tobac* 
CO.  and  Ss.  6d.  on  all  other. 


Axniaa. 


1st  British  ships  psj,  in 
her  ports,  44  cents  uuty  of 
tonnage  more  than  ber  own 
ships  pay. 


2d.  All  goods  imported 
in  British  ships  to  the  Uait- 
ed  States,  pay  10  per  cent 
addition  on  the  duties  paid 
when  imported  in  her  own 
ships;  which  amount  al- 
most to  the  whole  freight  oo 
an  as9orteil  cargo  of  British 
manufactures. 

8d.  America  has  oo  Co- 
lonies, she  supplies  the  Bri- 
tish West  India  islands 
with  4,600  barrels  of  flour 
per  annum.  Shall  we  risk 
this  advantage,  because 
they  will  not  let  us  emploj 
12  brigs  to  carry  it  1 

4th.  America  has  Ao  £ait 
Indian  settlements. 


6th.  British  ships  are  per- 
mitted to  bring  good*  c»f  ev- 
ery country  to  the  United 
States :  but  then  they  are 
subject,  too,  to  an  addiliooal 
duty  of  ten  per  cent,  od  tbe 
duty  paid  on  good?  import- 
ed in  our  own  ship^,  which 
in  almost  all  cases  amounu 
to  a  prohibition ;  her  copper, 
tin,  lead,  and  some  other 
gross  articles,  pay  no  duty. 

6th.  America  admits  Do- 
tliing  free  of  duty  from 
Great  Britain,  that  is  not 
equally  free  firom  all  other 
countries. 


Mr.  FlifOLEY  next  rose.  He  suggested  a  diffi- 
dence in  rising  on  the  subject,  as  it  required  a 
knowledge  of  circumstances  and  facts  which  sel- 
dom came  under  his  consideration;  but,  havio^ 
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eximined  the  ease  with  saflBctent  attention  to  de- 
termine bia  vote,  as  no  member  claimed  the  floor, 
he  would  offer  some  of  those  reasons  which  were 
conTindng  to  bimselt 

He  took  notice  of  the  member  last  np,  who 
ssserted  that  the  additional  duties  proposed  were 
not  intended  for  protecting  manufactures,  nor  as 
additional  rerenuea,  but  as  bounties  to  the  nations 
with  which  we  have  commercial  treaties;  that 
no  other  nation  could  furnish  us  with  sufficiency 
of  goods;  and  who  then  asked  in  what  manner 
we  will  raise  our  revenues?  To  which  he  an- 
swered, that  the  political  intention  of  the  resolu- 
tioQ  was  to  secure  our  independence  as  a  commer* 
dil  nation,  and  to  make  it  the  interest  of  certain 
European  nations  to  enter  into  commercial  trea- 
ties with  us ;  thej  have  refused  to  treat,  because 
they  enjoy  more  advantages  without  treaties  than 
they  could  expect  any  treaties  could  secure  to 
them.  He  alleged  it  was  not  properly  a  commer- 
cial war,  or  %  principle  of  revenge  or  retaliation, 
that  was  intended  by  the  resolutions.  Revenge 
for  supposed  insults  offered  to  the  Grown,  may  be 
the  principle  of  the  duelling  wars  undertaken  by 
European  despots,  but  such  principles  are  inad- 
missible in  Republican  politics.  The  design  of 
the  proposed  measure  is  to  secure  a  reciprocity 
of  advantages  in  commerce  without  war;  it  is 
calcalated  to  procure  justice,  to  secure  the  practi- 
cal enjoyment  of  that  independence,  which,  though 
we  have  established,  after  an  arduous  contest,  we 
bve  not  reaped  the  advantages  which  ought  to 
hare  resulted  from  it,  nor  put  ourselves  in  a  capa- 
city to  protect  it.  The  first  attempt  to  revise  the 
Confederation  was  expressly  within  the  design  of 
vesting  Congress  with  sufficient  powers  for  ren- 
dering our  commerce  more  independent  When 
the  revision  of  the  Qovernroent  did  take  place, 
this  was  a  principal  object,  both  in  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  powers  and  regulating  the  forms  of 
the  Government  The  genUeman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  UAorsoH]  has  explained  the  reasons  why 
sach  measures  were  not  more  eaHy  adopted,  and 
has  properly  suggested  that  those  reasons  no  longer 
eKi<:t 

The  proposed  restrictions  are  necessary  to  raise 
t  competition  in  Buropean  markets,  and  gave  an 
option  to  our  merchants  in  different  nations. 
Thoagh  the  assortment  for  some  time  might  not 
be  so  general  in  other  countries  as  Rritain,  yet 
ttrtainly  mach  of  the  necessary  supplies,  such  as 
finens  and  woollens,  have  been  got  on  its  good 
terms  in  France  as  in  England,  and  have  been  in 
quantity  more  than  equal  to  the  demand.  Rot, 
Spending  on  one  nation  for  our  whole  supplies, 
subjects  us  too  much  to  the  caprice  and  the  fate' of 
that  nation.  Supposing  that  nation  to  be  at  war 
with  ourselves  or  our  allies,  we  must  be  much 
^barrassed  in  our  supplies,  and  will  find  it  diffi- 
c^t  to  find  goods  from  nations  who  had  not  pro- 
rided  for  oar  demands.  Supposing  a  state  of  bank- 
ruptcy or  insurrection  to  take  place  in  the  nation  on 
which  we  depend  for  supplies,  we  will  share  in 
thetr  distresses.  The  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
wVma  [Mr.  Sxrm]  and  others  considered  the 
C'^t  to  which  our  merchants  are  admitted  in 


Britain  as  more  than  equivalent  to  the  restrictions 
we  are  subjected  to  by  that  nation.  It  is  urged 
that  the  extensive  use  we  are  admitted  to  make 
of  British  capital  ought  to  have  great  weight  in 
our  estimates  of  the  comparative  advantage  of  our 
commerce  with  Britain.  Mr.  F.  begged  leave 
totally  to  differ  with  those  gentlemen  in  opinion  ; 
he  considered  the  extensive  use  made  by  our  mer^ 
chants  of  British  credit  as  a  very  great  political 
evil ;  it  promoted  an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade, 
and  enables  our  merchants  to  import  goods  in 
greater  abundance  than  we  need;  consequently, 
our  industry,  especially  in  domestic  manufoctures, 
is  discourage!d,  and  Inxurv  is  promoted.  It  is  an 
old  observation,  that  the  borrower  is  a  servant  to 
the  lender.  The  consequence  of  the  British  credit 
so  much  boasted  of  is,  that  our  merchants  are 
many  millions  in  debt  to  the  manufacturers  or  mer- 
chants of  Britain ;  our  storekeepers  are  in  propor- 
tion indebted  to  the  merchant,  and  country  people 
are  in  debt  to  the  storekeepers  for  such  manufac- 
tures as  they  could  have  lived  well  without,  and 
which  many  of  them  were  not  able  to  pay  for. 
Thus  credi^  while  it  enriches  a  few  individuals, 
occasions  a  ruinous  system  of  debts  and  bankrupt- 
cies to  pervade  our  country,  from  the  cities  to  the 
most  remote  boundaries.  But  a  greater  evil  pre- 
sents itself  to  our  consideration.  This  credit  pro- 
motes a  system  of  British  influence  dangerous  to 
our  political  security.  The  merchant  who  de- 
pends upon  British  credit  is  necessarily  under  the 
influence  of  the  hand  that  feeds  him ;  the  store- 
keeper is  in  debt  to  the  merchant  and  subject  to 
his  influence.  And  such  storekeepers,  abounding 
not  only  in  all  the  small  towns,  but  in  every  place 
of  public  resort,  consequently  this  extensive  British 
credit  is  a  source  of  British  influence  spread 
through  the  whole  United  States.  He  said  that, 
since  Congress  met,  he  had  been  industrious  to 
procure  information  on  this  subject  He  knew  that 
before  the  country  people  expected  such  regula- 
lations  with  anxiety,  and  he  now  knew  that  the 
merchants  who  were  able  to  carry  on  business 
without  the  aid  of  the  British  credit,  were  very 
generally  in  favor  of  commercial  restrictions ;  and 
that  those  who  were  not  in  that  situation  were 
generally  against  them ;  these  different  principles 
naturally  arose  from  their  respective  situations. 

He  expressed  some  surprise  that  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  S.]  spoke  of  the  French 
Treaty  with  so  little  candor.  Why  did  he  not 
mention  the  guarantee  of  the  West  Indies  as  a 
part  of  the  commercial  treaty,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
mitting the  French  privateers  and  prizes  into  our 
ports?  The  truth  is,  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  were  of  the  commercial  parts  of  the  treaty. 
The  gentleman  knew  that  the  exertions  of  that 
nation  in  our  behalf,  by  their  arms  and  their 
money,  were  the  parts  of  the  treaty  relative  to  the 
opening  our  ports  to  their  privateers,  priaes,  Ac 
He  said  the  British  restrictions  to  which  we  were 
subjected,  the  encouragements  given  to  the  hostile 
Indians,  was  no  longer  a  secret  The  letting  loose 
the  Algerines  on  our  commerce,  (a  fact  which  he 
trusted  no  member  would  now  deny),  the  refusing 
to  fulfil  the  definitive  treaty,  or  to  enter  into  a 
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ooromercial  one — all  tended  to  prove  that  thia  was 
the  proper  time  to  assert  our  own  commercial 
rights,  not  for  revenge,  but  for  self-defence.  The 
present  embarrassed  state  of  Europe  rendered  such 
a  measure  necessary,  and  encouraged  the  prospect 
of  its  being  effectual. 

Mr.  Ames  wished,  that  gentlemen,  instead  of  in- 
definite declamation,  would  lay  their  finger  on  each 
particular  wrong  that  Britain  had  done  to  us.  He 
did  not  know  of  any  particular  advantage,  that  we 
had  derived  in  our  commerce  with  France.  He 
wished  to  discountenance  a  spirit  of  revenge,  and 
to  ascertain  on  what  side  the  oenefits  of  our  com- 
merce lay,  and  wherein  they  consisted.  He  did 
not  like  unfair  comparisons. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  he  would  not,  at  this 
time  of  day,  attempt  to  detain  the  House  any  fur- 
ther than  by  just  observing  that  the  practice  of 
eomparitom  had  originated  among  the  gentlemen 
who  opposed  the  resolutions. 

At  this  stage,  the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 


Thubsdat,  January  16. 

The  resolution  sent  from  the  Senate,  "  proposing 
to  the  several  States  an  article  of  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  respecting  the 
Judicial  power,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsident  or  thb  Ukitbd  States  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

pf  the  Home  of  Bepreeentativee  : 

I  transmit,  for  your  iuformatioo,  certain  intelligence 
lately  received  from  Europe,  as  it  relates  to  the  subject 
of  my  past  communicatioos. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

United  States,  January  IG,  1794. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1794;  which  was 
ead  twice  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
a  statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Loans,  on  which  the  estimate  of  $40,000  is 
founded,  made  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  10th 
instant ;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to 
whom  is  committed  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries. 
When 


Mr.  Nicholas  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Chairman :  I  feel  a  great  embarrassment  in 
speaking  on  this  subject,  from  a  distrust  of  my 
ability  to  treat  properly  its  acknowledged  import- 
ance, and  from  the  apparent  expectation  of  the 
audience.  I  feel  too,  as  the  member  from  Mary- 
land who  spoke  yesterday  did,  from  the  impatttioa 
of  motives,  well  knowing  that  the  Representatires 
of  my  country  are  industriously  reported  to  be  ene- 
mies of  the  Government  and  promoters  of  anarchy, 
and  that  the  present  measure  Is  imputed  to  theae 
principles.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  farther 
North,  we  are  charged  with  selfishness  and  wtiii 
of  attachment  to  the  general  welfare,  for  a  sup- 
posed opposition  to  measures  of  the  import  of  the 
present  I  mention  this  contradictory  inference, 
to  show  that  the  shameful  designs  charged  upon 
us,  are  not  proved  by  the  £ict,  and  to  place  the 
guilt  where  it  only  exists,  in  the  malignity  of  the 
accuser. 

It  is  a  commonly  received  opinion,  that  trade 
should  be  intrusted  to  the  direction  of  those  imme- 
diately interested  in  it,  and  that  the  actual  course 
of  it,  is  the  best  which  it  could  take ;  this  principle 
is  by  no  means  a  safe  one,  and,  as  appli^  to  the 
trade  of  America,  is  extremely  faIlaciou&  It  can 
never  be  just  where  the  beginning  and  growth  of 
commerce  have  not  been  free  from  all  possible 
constraint,  as  to  its  direction ;  as  that  can  nerer 
be  called  a  business  of  election  which  has  been 
created  under  foreign  influence.  The  manner  io 
which  America  was  first  peopled,  and  the  nurture 
she  received  from  Great  Britain,  afford  the  most 
striking  contrast  to  the  requisite  before  mentioned. 
The  first  inhabitants  of  America  were  educated 
in  Great  Britain,  and. brought  with  them  all  the 
wants  of  their  own  country,  to  be  gratified  chieflj 
by  the  productions  of  that  country.  Aided  by 
British  capital,  in  the  settlement  of  the  wilderness, 
and  depending  on  the  same  means  for  the  conver- 
ance  of  its  produce  to  a  place  of  consumption,  it 
was  inevitable,  that  the  demand  for  British  com- 
modities should  keep  pace  with  the  improTemeni 
of  the  country.  In  the  commencement  of  Ameri- 
can population,  and  its  early  stages,  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  a  chance  of  comparing  the 
advantages  of  commercial  connexion,  with  differ- 
ent countries,  and  it  will  be  found  that  in  its  pro- 
gress, it  was  still  more  restrained.  In  the  last  years 
of  the  dependence  of  America  on  Great  Britain, 
the  principal  part  of  America  was  occupied  by 
large  trading  companies,  composed  of  people  in 
Great  Britain,  and  conducted  by  (actors,  who  sunk 
large  sums  in  the  hands  of  the  farmers,  to  attach 
tliem  to  their  respective  stores,  by  which  means, 
competition  was  precluded,  and  a  dependence  on 
the  supplies  of  those  stores  completely  establiAhed. 
Since  the  Revolution,  the  business  has  been  con- 
ducted by  persons  in  the  habit  of  dependence  on 
Great  Britain,  and  who  had  no  other  capital,  than 
the  manufactures  of  that  country  furnished  on 
credit  The  business  is  still  almost  wholly  con- 
ducted by  the  same  means.  In  no  stage  of  its 
growth,  then,  does  there  appear  to  have  been  a 
power  in  the  consumer  to  have  compared  the  pro- 
ductions of  Great  Britain  with  those  of  any  other 
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eoontij,  as  to  their  qoalitr  or  price,  and  therefore 
there  is  no  propriety  in  calling  the  course  of  trade, 
the  course  of  its  choice. 

The  subject  before  the  Committee  naturally 
divides  itself  into  navigation  and  manufactures,  in 
speaking  of  which,  I  shall  offer  some  other  con- 
siderations, to  show  that  the  same  effects  are  bjr 
so  means  to  be  expected  from  the  greatest  com- 
mercial wisdom  in  individuals,  whicu  are  in  the 
power  of  the  general  concert  of  the  communit j ; 
the  one  having  in  view  profit  on  each  separate 
transaction,  the  other,  promoting  an  advantageous 
result  to  the  whole  commerce  of  the  country. 

In  considering  the  importance  of  navigation  to 
all  countries,  but  especially  to  such  as  have  so 
extensive  a  production  of  bulky  articles  as  Ame- 
rica, I  think  I  shall  show  that  the  last  observation 
is  accurately  right,  and  that  the  interest  of  the 
whgle  community,  not  those  only  who  are  the 
curien,  but  those  also  who  furnish  the  object  of 
ctmage,  positively  demands  a  domestic  marine, 
eqoal  to  its  whole  business;  and  that,  even  if  it  is 
to  exist  under  rates  higher  than  those  of  foreign 
navigation,  it  is  to  be  preferred.  In  circumstances 
of  tolerable  equality,  that  can  never  however  en- 
tirelj  be  the  case ;  for,  in  the  carriage  of  the  pro- 
dace'  of  one  country,  by  the  shipping  of  another, 
to  any  other  place  than  the  country  to  which  the 
fihipping  belongs,  there  is  considerably  more  labor 
employed,  than  would  have  been  oy  domestic 
shipping,  as  the  return  to  their  own  country  is  to 
be  included.  On  this  ground,  it  may  be  confidently 
userted,  that  where  the  materials  ox  navigation  are 
equally  attainable,  they  will  always  be  more  ad- 
Tantageously  employed  by  the  country  for  whose 
Qse  they  are  intended;  and  that  if,  under  such  cir- 
csmstances,  another  country  is  employed  as  the 
earner,  it  must  be  under  the  influence  of  some 
other  cause  than  interest,  as  it  respects  that  par- 
ticular business.  A  dependence  on  the  shipping 
of  another  country  tends  to  establish  a  place  of 
deposite  in  that  country,  of  those  exports  which 
*^  for  the  use  of  others,  if  it  is  at  a  convenient 
distance  from  them.  The  superintendence  of  pro- 
perty makes  short  voyages  desirable  for  the  owner, 
ud  the  connexion  that  soon  takes  place  between 
the  money  capital  of  a  country  and  its  shipping 
nteregts,  greatly  strengthens  the  vortex.  The 
attainment  of  wealth  beyond  the  demands  of  navi- 
gation, leads  to  an  interest  in  the  cargo  itself, 
J^d  then  the  agency  in  selling  to  the  consumer 
becomes  important  It  is  apparent  that,  as  the 
final  sale  depends  on  the  wants  of  the  purchaser, 
J*I  intermediate  expenses  of  care  and  agency  must 
he  taken  from  the  price  to  which  the  maker  would 
be  entitled.  Our  own  commerce  has  involved 
this  loss,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  and  it  has  gone 
to  M  enormous  extent,  from  a  necessity  of  sub- 
Butting  to  the  perfidy  of  agents,  arising  from  a  de- 
P^^ndence  establishea  by  means  of  the  so  much 
"^ted  credit 

That  there  is  this  tendency  in  the  employment 
w  foreign  shipping,  is  not  only  proved  by  thecom- 
ttiercial  importance  of  Holland,  which  became 
^M  from  her  naval  resources  the  store-house  of 
£orope,  without  furnishing  anything  from  her 


own  productions,  but  also  from  the  varied  experi- 
ence of  America.  Before  the  Revolution,  every 
thing  for  European  consumption  was  carried  to 
Great  Britain,  but,  since  America  has  possessed 
shipping  of  her  own,  and  in  the  Northern  States, 
there  has  been  an  accession  of  capital,  the  export 
to  England  is  reduced  one-half.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  there  is  still  nearly  one-half  of  what  she  re- 
ceives, that  is  re-exported,  but  it  will  be  found  that 
she  still  retains  a  proportioned  share  of  those  in- 
fluences which  formerly  carried  the  whole.  Great 
Britain,  under  all  the  discouragements  of  our  laws, 
which  we  are  told  by  the  mercantile  members  of 
the  committee,  amount  to  a  prohibition  where 
they  have  any  rivals,  did,  until  the  European  war, 
possess  on^-tRird  of  the  foreign  tonnage  employed 
m  America.  This  has  been  supported  by  the  de- 
pendcnse  into  which  the  Southern  States  were 
placed  by  credit,  and  here,  as  in  every  other  step 
of  the  connexion,  this  engine  extorts  advantages 
from  us,  beyond  the  compensation  which  is  always 
secured  in  the  first  advance.  If  there  wanted  other 
proof  of  the  British  interest  in  the  American  navi- 
gation being  supported  in  direct  opposition  to  our 
interests,  it  maybe  found  in  the  comparative  state 
of  the  tonnage  employed,  where  it  appears  thalt, 
after  the  protecting  duties  once  had  their  effect, 
the  additional  tonnage,  to  a  considerable  amount, 
has  been  entirely  American,  and  that  the  British 
tonnage  has  remained  very  nearly  stationary,  and 
in  proportion  to  their  undue  influence. 

In  time  of  war,  in  addition  to  the  inconveni- 
ences before  stated,  which  are  enhanced  by  throw- 
ing the  trade  from  its  accustomed  channel,  there 
are  great  and  important  losses  brought  on  a  coun- 
try by  this  kind  of  dependence.  If  your  carriers 
are  parties  to  the  war,  you  are  subjected  to  the 
war  freight  and  war  insurance  on  your  cargo,  and 
you  are  cut  off  from  all  the  markets  to  which  they 
are  hostile ;  and,  indeed,  from  our  experience  in 
the  present  war,  I  may  say  you  are  cut  off  from 
the  market  of  your  carriers  themselves,  as  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  British  vessels  to  have 
escaped  in  our  seas  last  summer.  To  what  extent 
this  loss  goes  may  be  seen  from  a  calculation  in 
the  Secretary  of  State's  Report  on  the  fisheries, 
making  the  proportion  of  war  to  that  of  peace  in 
the  one  hunared  years,  as  forty-two  to  one  hun- 
dred; and  on  that  calculation  there  can  be  no 
hesitation  in  determining  that  the  interest  of  the 
farmers  requires  that  this  foreign  dependence 
should  end  here. 

But  the  European  war,  by  making  a  temporary 
exclusion  of  British  shipping,  has  already  brought 
on  us  the  greatest  mischief  of  such  a  regulation ; 
and,  by  the  encouragement  it  has  afforded  to  our 
shipping,  almost  completed  the  remedy :  so  that 
we  nave  reason  to  consider  this  as  a  fortunate  pe- 
riod. But,  it  is  not  merely  the  advancement  of 
our  marine  that  is  contemplated  hj  the  present 
resolutions,  the  security  of  that  which  we  nave  is 
also  dependent  on  them.  The  danger  from  the 
Algerines  has  been  estimated  in  this  House  at  five 
per  cent,  on  the  vessel  and  cargo,  but  the  whole 
encouragement  to  our  own  shipping  in  our  exist- 
ing laws  consists  in  the  one-tenth  additional  duty 
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on  goods  imported  in  foreign  vesseln.  Whenever 
there  shall  be  an  European  peace,  which  cannot 
be  far  distant,  the  whole  difference  between  the 
two  sums  will  be  a  direct  encouragement  on  Bri- 
tish ships,  and  will  probably  be  equalto  two  freights. 
Do  gentlemen  rely  on  the  precarious  prospect  of 
building  frigates,  and  the  more  precarious  service 
to  be  rendered  by  them  when  built,  so  much  as  to 
neglect  any  other  regulations  for  the  safety  of  our 
shipping  when  they  are  so  much  in  their  power  ? 
Having  shown  that  the  actual  state  of  our  com- 
merce is  by  no  means  the  most  beneficial,  as  far 
as  navigation  is  concerned,  I  will  proceed  to  con- 
sider tlie  benefits  derived  from  tne  consumption 
of  those  European  manufactures  which  form  the 
principal  part  of  the  stores  of  America.  And 
here  it  may  .safely  be  said,  that  national  policy  by 
no  mean-s  justifies  the  almost  exclusive  preference 
given  to  those  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  not  always 
true  that  the  commodity  which  is  bought  for  least 
money  is  the  best  bargain,  for  the  means  of  pay- 
ment form  an  important  consideration  in  all  traf- 
fic, and  accommodations  in  it  may  more  than 
counterbalance  an  inequality  of  price.  !(  one 
man  will  receive  an  article  in  exchange  which 
you  can  sell  to  no  other,  it  will  certainly  be  a  sav- 
ing to  deal  with  him  at  a  high  advance  on  his 
property.  If  there  are  countries  "which  would  be- 
come great  consumers  of  American  produce,  on 
the  terms  of  reciprocal  consumption,  and  we  find 
a  difficulty,  as  is  often  the  case,  in  vending  that 
produce,  is  it  not  of  great  national  importance  to 
excite  those  acts  whicn  are  to  become  the  founda- 
tion of  the  connexion,  even  if,  in  the  first  instance, 
it  is  to  be  attended  with  inconvenience  and  loss  P 
France  may  be  made  a  connexion  of  this  sort. 
She  is  at  this  time  almost,  if  not  quite,  on  a  foot- 
ing with  Great  Britain  in  the  consumption  of 
American  products,  and  every  hand  which  shall 
receive  employment  from  us  will  add  to  her  wants. 
We  are  told  that  it  is  of  no  less  importance  to  us 
to  find  a  country  which  can  supply  us  advan- 
tageously than  one  which  will  consume  our  pro- 
ductions ;  and  that,  as  commerce  is  no  longer  car- 
ried on  by  barter,  it  is  no  less  beneficial  to  sell  in 
one  country  and  buy  in  another  than  if  we  could 
Complete  the  exchange  in  the  same  country.  This 
might  be  true,  if  your  production  was  limited,  and 
the  demand  for  it  certain  j  but,  with  a  greatly  im- 
provini^  agriculture,  and  some  risk  in  our  markets, 
the  object  is  important.  Great  Britain  being  the 
factory  of  those  things  which  would  make  her 
most  dependent  on  the  agricultural  interest,  and 
the  national  wealth  being  probably  at  the  greatest 
height,  there  is  no  expectation  that  her  consump- 
tion will  increase.  On  the  other  hand,  \a  labor  is 
now  to  receive  its  direction  in  Fi-ance  to  the  ma- 
nufacturing arts,  so  far  as  concerns  America,  you 
will  take  from  the  agricultural  strength  a  large 
class  of  people,  and  by  that  means  create  a  de- 
pendence on  you,  at  least  to  the  amount  of  their 
own  consumption,  and  the  wealth  you  will  diffuse 
will  give  ability  to  thousands  w^ho  are  now  too 
poor  to  bid  for  your  commodities.  Nor  is  it  pro- 
bable that  you  will  purchase  this  important  bene- 
fit on  very  disadvantageous  terms :  for  it  is  agreed 


on  all  hands  that  many  important  arts  are  well 
understood  there,  and  tnat  labor,  which  forms  the 
principal  part  of  the  cost  of  most  articles,  is  eoa- 
siderably  cheaper  in  France  than  in  England. 

Another  very  important  operation  of  a  discri- 
mination in  favor  of  France  will  be  that,  by  en- 
couraging liberal  industry,  you  may  put  an  eod  to 
some  practices  which,  in  the  existing  state  of  con- 
sumption, greatly  depreciate  our  commodities.  I 
mean  the  public  provision  made  in  granaiies,  and 
the  supply  from  them  in  times  of  scarcity,  which 
destroys  the  competition  that  raises  every  thing 
to  its  just  value.  Different  consequences  have 
been  foretold  as  likely  to  result  from  those  mea- 
sures, to  which  I  shall  give  a  short  examination. 
We  are  told  that  the  preference  long  since  given 
by  our  laws  has  been  equal  to  a  pn^ibition  of 
British  vessels,  and  that,  to  the  extent  to  which  it 
has  gone,  the  best  efiects  have  been  produced.  To 
secure  this  operation  from  a  recent  attack,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  extend  it  to  some  branches  of 
trade,  to  which  its  principles  would  equally  ex- 
tend, is  the  object  of  the  marine  resolutions.  We 
have  no  reason  to  apprehend  bad  consequences 
from  an  action  which  has  hitherto  had  good  con- 
sequences. As  to  the  increased  duties  on  manu- 
factures, I  think  the  prospect  in  no  way  threaten- 
ing ;  for,  if  there  should  be  found  no  country  to 
supply  our  wants  on  better  terms,  the  dimioution 
of  consumption  will  be  only  in  proportion  to  the 
duty.  This  can  be  by  do  means  alarming,  con- 
sidered as  the  worst  consequence  of  the  measure 
to  men  with  whom  the  impost  is  the  favorite 
mode  of  collecting  the  revenue,  at  a  time  when 
the  public  wants  are  equal  to  any  possible  produce. 
If  there  shall  be  found  a  competitor  with  Great 
Britain  for  our  consumption,  the  great  object  will 
be  attained,  as  it  must  be  accompanied  by  a  cor- 
responding consumption  of  Amencan  productions. 
But  we  are  told  that  there  will  be  a  conflict  of 
commercial  regulations  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain,  and  that  the  consequence  will  be^ 
the  loss  of  the  market  she  affords  us.  The  pro- 
bable consequences  of  such  a  conflict  will  beat  de- 
termine whether  it  is  to  be  expected,  as  it  will 
commence  on  her  part  as  well  as  oui-s,  with  a 
view  to  consequences.  The  danger  which  she 
can  alone  apprehend  is  the  loss  of  the  market  for 
her  manufactures;  and  to  obviate  this,  it  would 
be  absurd  to  widen  the  breach  between  us,  as  that 
would  tend,  in  adireet  proportion,  to  the  establish- 
ment of  unfriendly  habits  and  manufactures,  either 
here  or  in  other  countries,  which  would  rival  her 
own.  If,  however,  the  ultimate  advantage  would 
iustify  such  measures,  the  immediate  distress  of 
her  people  would  forbid  it.  The  American  trade 
must  be  the  means  of  distributing  bread  to  several 
hundred  thousand  persons,  whose  occupations 
would  be  wholly  enaed  with  the  trade,  and  the 
Government  is  by  no  means  in  a  situation  to  bear 
their  discontent.  Their  navigation  and  manu- 
factures draw  many  important  ingredients  from 
America  which  would  be  lost  to  them.  The  cre- 
ditors of  the  people  of  America,  to  an  immense 
amount,  woula  be  deprived  of  the  remittances 
which  depend  on  a  friendly  intercourse.    On  the 
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whole,  it  would  add  to  the  disorders  of  the  Qfy- 
remment  among  those  who,  perhaps,  have  here- 
tofore contributed  to  its  support,  without  gratify- 
iog  anything  but  an  arrogant  resentment    But 
ire  ire  told  Uiat  our  own  citizens  would  be  equal 
soStrers,  and  are  more  to  be  injured  by  being 
stopped  in  a  career  of  rapid  improvement.    It  will 
be  hard  to  anticipate  anj  real  misfortune  to  Ame- 
rica in  such  a  contest,  unless  the  temporary  loss 
of  indulgenctes,  which  are  by  no  means  necessary, 
can  be  so  called.    The  consumption  of  Great  Bri- 
tain Is  according  to  the  most  friendly  calculation, 
not  more  than  one-third  of  our  purchases  from  her, 
and,. therefore,  the  national  wealth,  independent 
of  the  gratification  of  our  appetites,  will  receive 
an  immense  addition,  and  a  vast  fund  will  be  pro- 
cured to  make  lasting  and  valuable  improvements, 
which  vould  be  degraded  by  comparison  with  the 
gewgaws  of  a  day.     It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the 
diminution  of  our  exports  would  be  divided  among 
large  classes  of  people,  and  in  all  cases  forms  a  de- 
doction  from  the  annual  income,  rather  than  9 
total  loss.    This  will  result  from  the  various  ob- 
jects of  American  industry  and  the  division  of  the 
markets  of  its  produce.     This  forms  an  important 
difference  between  America  and  Great  Britain,  in 
iQ  estimate  of  the  effects  of  a  rupture  between  the 
two  conn  tries.    In  my  opinion,  the  habits  of  the 
Southern  States  are  such  as  to  require  the  con- 
trol which  is  said  to  be  the  consequence  of  these 
meLsures.    Under  the  facility  offered  by  the  modes 
of  trade  before  spoken  of,  and  the  credit  which  is 
said  to  be  so  beneficial,  thev  have  not  only  in- 
Tolred  themselves  in  debt,  but  have  contracted 
habits  which,  with  the  power  of  gratification,  must 
ilways  keep  them  so.     We  did  hope  that  the  ad- 
ministratlou  of  justice  would  have  corrected  the 
evil,  but  we  now  find  that  it  cannot  be  corrected 
bat  by  entire  changes.     It  is  founded  in  the  policy 
of  the  merchant  himself,  and  this  circumstance  is 
eooagh  to  present  to  the  minds,  of  the  Committee 
t  long  train  of  dependent  mischiefs.     It  is  a  fact^ 
supported  by  the  best  evidence,  that  our  merchants 
vho  get  their  goods  from  the  manufacturer  pay 
as  much  for  them  as  the  shopkeeper  who  buys  at 
Baltimore  or  Philadelphia.    This  is  one  of  the 
coQseqaences  of '  the  want   of  credit  which  al- 
vars  will  follow  a  reliance  on    collection  from 
^ers;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  mer- 
^t  is  indemnified  for  his  disgrace  as  well  as 
Vis  advance.    The  result  of  the  whole  train  of  in- 
doigence  is,  that  our  goods  are  bought  at  an  ad- 
vance from  a  half  to  one-fourth  of  what  thev  could 
w  afforded  for  in  cash  sales.     Nor  does  the  mis- 
chief stop  here.    It  brings  a  subjection  which  ma- 
terially affects  the  sale  of  our  produce.     I  do  be- 
^%  myself,  that  the  war  with  Great  BriUin  did 
^  bring  half  the  mischief  on  us  that  their  credit 
'^;  tnd  I  very  much  suspect  a  credit  for  con- 
»«nption  will  always  be  found  equally  mischievous. 
h  by  no  means  resembles  money  loans,*  as  is  in- 
jnmted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
»y  freeing  a  man's  own  resources  for  any  other 
^   It  is  certain  that  there  is  no  other  safe  regu- 
lation of  t  farmer's  expenses  than  his  income ;  and 
"peaence  efery  day  proves  that,  when  so  regu- 


lated, they  always  fall  short  of  the  income,  and 
that^  when  they  depend  on  credit,  they  always 
exceed  it,  and  therebv  subject  future  revenue. 
Lessening  the  importation  of  foreign  manufactures 
will  increase  our  household  fabrics,  which  experi* 
ence  has  proved  to  be  highly  profitable,  as  the 
Ubor  is  done  by  a  part  of  the  community  of  little 
power  in  any  other  application.  Regular  efforts  in 
this  way  have  been,  in  my  country,  certainly  pro* 
ductive  of  independence. 

It  is  acknowledged  that  we  may  derive  great 
advantages  fh>m  France  in  oar  commerce,'  but  it 
is  said  they  should  be  secured  by  treaty,  and  we 
should  not  pay  beforehand  for  them.  If  advanta- 
ges are  to  be  drawn  by  treaty  from  foreign  na- 
tions, to  enable  the  Executive  to  procure  them^ 
we  most  advance  the  impost  beyond  the  revenue 
standard,  or  they  will  have  nothing  to  give  in  ex* 
change.  Will  gentlemen  agree  to  involve  Franca 
in  this  measure  indiscriminately,  when  we  have 
already  a  commercial  treaty  with  her,  which 
was  concomitant  with  that  treaty  which  gave 
us  independence?  Will  they,  under  such  proofs 
of  friendliness,  and  while  they  are  laboring  under 
a  revolution  that  must  strengthen  our  connexion^ 
show  distrust  of  theu*  justice,  when  the  distinction 
now  proposed  may  give  them  a  knowledge  of  those 
advantages  they  may  derive  from  our  trade,  and 
thereby  make  them  more  eager  for  a  permanent 
contract f  It  will  be  always  in  our  power,  when 
we  find  ourselves  deceived,  to  restore  the  equality 
with  Great  Britain.  We  are  asked  what  will  be* 
come  of  our  revenue  under  such  an  establishment  t 
The  answer  is  obvious,  from  my  former  observa- 
tions :  if  the  consumption  is  reduced  only  by  means 
of  revenue,  the  revenue  will  increase ;  if  it  is  les* 
sened  by  competition,  it  will  not  be  diminished,  for 
the  present  rates  will  continue  on  all  foreign  goods, 
and  we  shall  be  better  able  to  pay  from  the  im* 
provement  of  our  foreign  markets.  But  if  there 
should  be  a  diminution  without  lessening  the 
power  of  the  people  to  pay,  what  mischief  will 
there  be  ?  Every  body  understands  that  the  peo* 
pie  pay  the  revenue,  although  it  is  collected  by 
custom-house  officers,  and  there  is  reason  to  be* 
lieve  that  the  expense  of  collection  is  greater  in 
that  way  than  any  other,  as  there  is  not  only  the 
apparent  expense,  but  a  secret  compensation  to  the 
merchants  for  advancing  it 

But  we  are  told  that  we  are  including  countries 
in  the  general  description  which  are  our  best  cus* 
tomers — Spain,  Portugal,  the  Hanse  Towns,  and 
Denmark.  It  will  be  found  that  they  are  little 
within  the  reach  of  the  propositions,  not  being 
carriers,  and  very  little  manufacturers  of  the  arti* 
cles  to  be  taxed.  It  will  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Legislature  to  save  them,  in  filling  up  the  blanks ; 
but  this  is  not  intended  to  shut  out  any  nation 
which  chooses  to  trade  with  us  on  liberal  terms; 
and,  if  we  are  satisfied  with  our  footing  in  their 
trade,  there  is  no  doubt  but  we  can  secure  it  by 
treaty.  They  will  not  complain  of  our  taking 
away  benefits  which  they  may  resume  at  any 
time.  We  are  told  that  this  business  is  merely 
commercial,  and  that  we  should  not  think  of  our 
political  relations  to  Great  Britain;  but,  in  my 
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Opinion,  most  of  our  grievances  have  commercial 
objects,  and  therefore  are  to  be  remedied  by  com- 
mercial resistance.  If  you  take  away  what  is 
contended  for,  contest  must  end.  The  Indian  war 
And  the  Algerine  attacks  have  both  commercial 
views,  or  Great  Britain  must  stand  without  ex- 
cuse for  instigating  the  most  horrid  cruelties.  I 
consider,  however,  the  propositions  before  you  as 
the  strongest  weapon  America  possesses,  and  the 
most  likely  to  restore  her  to  all  her  rights,  politi- 
cal and  commercial ;  and  I  trust  I  have  shown  that 
the  means  will  have  a  beneficial  effect,  if  they 
should  fail  as  a  remedy  with  respect  to  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  Goodbue:  Mr.  Chairman,  the  propositions 
now  before  us  having  been  considered  by  several 
gentlemen,  who  have  already  spoken,  and  who  have 
given  such  a  particular  detail  of  calculations,  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  some  general  observations  on  the 
subject 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  made  an 
observation  which  struck  me  very  forcibly  as  ap- 
plied to  the  subject  before  us,  because  it  is  a  maxim 
to  which  all  mankind  have  assented,  and  upon 
which  all  mankind  continually  practice — it  was 
this:  "there  is  no  friendship  in  trade;"  and  it 
may  be  added,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  there 
ought  to  be  no  hatred  in  trade.  By  following  a 
path  founded  upon  so  obvious  a  maxim  as  the 
foregoing,  we  may  be  sure  of  a  right  guide,  but  if 
we  deviate  from  it,  we  are  in  danger  of  being  led 
into  unforeseen  error  and  mischief.  It  is  unques- 
tionably our  duty  to  attend  to  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  our  country,  and  give  it  every  proper 
encouragement  which  time  and  circumstances 
admit;  this  has  ever  been  my  wish  and  my 
conduct. 

This  object,  so  important  and  desirable,  must  be 
effected  by  fixed  principles  and  regulations,  such 
as  giving  our  vessels  a  decided  preference  in  our 
own  ports  above  the  ships  of  eyery  other  nation 
whatever,  by  paying  less  tonnage  and  other  duties ; 
by  -suffering  no  foreign  ships  to  bring  into  the 
United  States  the  productions  of  any  other  country 
than  the  one  to  which  they  belong ;  and  by  pro- 
hibiting foreign  ships  from  coming  to  the  United 
States  from  those  places  where  our  own  ships  are 
prohibited. 

These  are  the  fixed  principles  and  regulations 
by  one  or  all  of  which  our  navigation  and  com- 
merce can  only  be  promoted,  and  must  never  be 
deviated  from,  when  adopted  in  favor  of  any  one 
nation  whatever — unless  it  be  in  return  for  some 
Special  advantage  granted  to  us  by  any  particular 
nation  as  an  equivalent.  Hitherto,  our  Govern- 
ment has  proceeded  to  distinguish  foreign  ships, 
only  by  making  them  pay  greater  tonnage  and  du- 
ties than  our  own.  If  circumstances  required  it, 
and  the  time  is  judged  a  seasonable  one,  I  shall  be 
willing  to  proceed  further. 

Let  us  examine  what  advantages  we  enjoy  in 
consequence  of  any  commercial  treaties  we  have 
already  formed,  for  the  propositions  before  us  are 
proposed  to  affect  only  those  nations  with  whom 
we  have  no  treaties.  We  have  commercial  trea- 
ties with  Prussia,  Sweden,  France,  and  Holland, 


and  in  the  dominions  of  neither  of  those  Pov^en 
have  our  ships  or  the  produce  of  this  country  (ex- 
cept in  the  single  article  of  our  oH  in  France)  been 
admitted  on  any  more  fiivorable  terms  than  tlie 
ships  or  produce  of  any  other  nation ;  and  for  this 
obvious  reason,  because  our  treaties  only  insare 
the  advantages  they  may  grant  to  the  most  favored 
nation ;  and,  being  circumstanced  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  not  judging  it  for  their  interests  to  distin- 
guish any  one  by  its  favors,  we  are  left  only  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  trade  with  them  on  the  terms 
common  to  all  other  nations.  This  being  the  case, 
I  would  not  give  one  farthing  to  have  like  treaties 
formed  with  every  other  nation,  for  they  have  not 
been,  and  never  can  be,  of  any  service  to  us ;  if  we 
expect  to  derive  any  advantage  from  commercial 
treaties,  we  must  stipulate  for  some  certain  good, 
for  some  other  good  which  we  may  grant  them  in 
return. 

But  it  is  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  particu- 
larly injured  by  the  commercial  restrictions  of 
Great  Britain.  The  fact  is,  we  enjoy  in  our  trade 
with  that  country  all  the  advantages  of  commerce, 
and  in  some  instances  greater  than  they  grant  to 
any  other  nation.  Our  pot  ash,  and  several  other 
articles,  pay  a  less  duty  in  Great  Britain  than  the 
like  articles  do  from  any  other  country,  and  in  no 
instance  do  I  believe  they  pay  greater.  Oar  ships 
are  allowed  generally  to  carry  to  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  the  productions  of  this  country  on  the 
same  terms  their  own  ships  do.  We  have  also 
free  admission  into  their  extensive  territories  in 
India,  where  they  prohibit  the  ships  of  their  own 
country,  unless  they  belong  to  their  India  Com- 
pany. 

It  is  true  our  commerce  is  cramped  by  a  refusal 
of  our  ships  into  their  Colonies  of  Nova  Scoda, 
Canada,  Newfoundland,  and  their  West  India 
Islands,  which  is  the  only  evil  of  a  commercial 
kind  we  have  to  complain  of  in  their  regulations. 
But  this  is  not  an  evil  in  consequence  of  distin- 
guishing us  from  any  other  nation;  they  deny 
that  privilege  to  all  others,  and  it  has  taken  effect 
as  it  relates  to  us  in  consequence  of  our  becoming 
an  independent  nation.  The  evil  of  being  prohi- 
bited their  Colonies  arises  fh^m  the  existing  ci^ 
cumstances  of  things.  Their  contiguity  to  the 
United  States  compels  them  to  carry  on  a  conside- 
rable trade  with  us  for  supplies,  and  in  which  it  is 
but  just  we  should  be  partakers ;  and,  if  we  mean 
to  redress  this  evil,  we  should  point  out  measures 
to  that  object,  and  say  no  foreign  ships  shall  come 
to  the  United  States  from  any  place  where  our 
ships  are  prohibited ;  or,  if  they  do  come,  they 
should  come  under  some  peculiar  disadvantages. 
This  would  be  meeting  the  evil  direct 

If  we  raise  the  duties  on  their  manufactures 
imported  into  this  country,  as  is  proposed  by  the 
resolutions  now  under  consideration,  with  a  view 
of  compelling  them  to  be  more  liberal  in  their 
commercikl  arrangements  with  us,  we  shall  surelf 
miss  our  aim,  for  it  is  certain  France  in  her  pre- 
sent situation  is  by  no  means  able  to  supply  us, 
whatever  she  may  do  hereafter.  No  other  country, 
at  present,  but  Great  Britain,  can  supply  us;  it 
therefore  follows,  undeniably,  if  such  be  the  &ct, 
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that  if  ire  import  their  goods  and  lay  an  additional 
dutj  on  them,  the  blow  aimed  at  them  will  fall  on 
us,  br  raising  the  price  to  the  consumers  in  this 
couDtrj  equaJ  to  the  proposed  additional  duty. 

It  is  said  the  chief  of  the  foreign  tonnage  that 
comes  to  this  country, is  British,  and  this  is  an 
eril ;  if  our  object  is  to  promote  our  own  naviga- 
tion, I  should  suppose  the  evil  consisted  in  having 
our  trade  so  much  carried  on  in  foreign  bottoms, 
and  not  as  belonging  to  one  or  another  foreign  na- 
tion ;  and,  if  we  meant  further  to  encourage  our 
narigation,  we  ought  to  raise  the  tonnage  duty  on 
ill  foreign  shipping ;  this  would  becoming  to  the 
object  But  how  comes  it  we  hare  so  many  more 
British  ships  than  others!  Have  we  granted  them 
a  monopoly,  or  may  not  the  ships  of  every  other 
nation  come  here  on  the  same  terms  they  do? 
The  reason,  then,  whj  there  are  so  many  more 
British  than  other  foreign  ships  which  come  here, 
is  not  because  we  have  encouraged  it  by  any  re- 
gulations we  have  adopted,  but  oecause  they  are 
a  more  enterprising,  commercial  people  than  their 
neighbors,  and  from  other  causes  wnich  will  ever 
influence  and  direct  commerce. 

It  is  also  mentioned  that  a  considerable  part  of 
the  products  of  this  country  shipped  to  Great  Bri- 
liin,  is  not  consumed  there,  but  re-shipped  to  other 
countries,  and  that  we  ought  to  make  such  regu- 
latioas  as  that  such  excess  should  pass  directly  to 
the  country  where  they  are  consumed,  without 
their  first  going  through  Great  Britain. 

I  should  think  it  strange  if  any  one  was  to  re- 
fuse selling  an  article  because  he  understood  the 
person  who  wanted  to  purchase  it  would  not  be 
the  consumer,  but  he  would  afterwards  sell  it  to 
Kiotber;  this  would  not  certainly  influence,  and 
ought  not  Let  us  examine  and  see  whether  our 
oarigation  has  received  any  encouragement  by 
the  regulations  already  adopted  by  this  Govern- 
ment In  1790,  our  navigation  was  but  little  more 
than  one-half  of  all  the  tonnage  entered  in  the 
United  States;  in  1791,  it  was  three-fifths;  and  in 
1792  it  was  nearly  two-thirds.  Foreign  tonnage 
^  actually  decreased  since  that  period  14,000 
tons,  while  ours  has  increased  171,000  tons.  If  the 
increase  is  not  sufficient,  then  we  must  increase 
the  tonnage  duty  on  foreign  shipping,  and  take 
sach  other  measures  as  I  have  hinted  at  to  pro- 
a'3te  the  object ;  though  I  confess  such  is  our  deli- 
cate atuation  at  this  time,  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
^ipcriments  are  hazardous ;  and  I  should  be  strong- 
ly apprehensive,  if  we  pass  any  restrictive  laws  at 
tins  time,  that  shall  affect  Great  Britain  only,  as 
a  the  avowed  object  of  the  resolutions  before  us, 
SQch  is  her  close  alliance  with  most  of  the  Euro- 
ptto  nations^  and  especially  with  Spain,  that  she 
vin  be  fully  able  to  influence  some  of  them  at 
l^t,  and  Spain  in  particular,  (who  is  not  yrerj 
friendlj,)  to  be  associated  with  her  in  any  counter- 
regulations  she  may  think  proper  to  pursue  by 
»»y  of  retaliation. 

Hr.  Cl4rk  differed  from  many  members  who 
^  spoken  before  him,  in  the  view  they  took  of 
the  subject ;  he  conceived  it  ought  to  be  considered 
^  »  political  light  We  had  many  wron^  to 
complain  of,  and  we  should  endeavor  to  obtam  re- 


dress. The  English  have  violated  our  Treaty, 
just  after  it  was  ratified,  by  taking  away  our  ne- 
groes, and  since  by  holding  oar  posts ;  they  have 
also  set  the  savages  on  our  backs,  and  have  not 
they  let  loose  the  Algerines  upon  us  ?  Shall  we 
sit  still  and  bear  it  ?  How  cau  we  help  it,  it  is 
asked?  They  will  retaliate,  we  are  told.  How 
retaliate?  will  they  refuse  to  sell  us  their  manu- 
factures ?  He  remembered  that,  even  in  old  times, 
a  non-importation  agreement  made  them  repeal 
their  stamp  act  We  have  surely  as  wdl  now  as 
we  had  then  a  right  not  to  buy  their  goods ;  we 
don't  want  to  cram  our  provisions  down  their 
throats,  or  to  force  them  to  buy  our  lumber. 
During  the  non-importation  agreement,  we  did 
not  perish  with  cold;  we  found,  even  then,  that 
among  ourselves  we  could  make  wherewith  to 
clothe  ourselves;  we  are  surely  as  able  to  do  it 
now.  We  then  gained  our  point ;  we  should  now 
be  much  more  powerful  with  the  same  weapon ; 
many  of  her  manufacturers  are  already  starving 
for  want  of  employment  We  should  add  greatly 
to  their  distress,  and  soon  bring  the  Government 
to  their  senses,  and  thev  will  be  glad  to  enter  into 
a  commercial  trea^  witn  us. 

The  balance  of  trade  with  Great  Britain  is 
much  against  us ;  and  by  carrying  to  Portugal  and 
Spain  what  we  send  to  them,  we  should  receive 
cash  in  return.  France  will  not  always  be  in  a 
storm,  and  a  supply  of  the  manufactured  articles 
we  want  may  soon  be  received  from  that  quarter. 

He  did  not  see  to  what  purpose  calculations 
three  hours  long  had  been  brought  forward.  It 
was  very  well  for  merchants  to  calculate  in  their 
counting-houses;  but  he  conceived  the  Legisla- 
ture should  determine  the  question  upon  pditical 
considerations.  He  concluded  by  remarking,  that 
he  believed  by  this  time  the  Committee  must 
pretty  clearly  see  that  he  was  in  flavor  of  the  re- 
solutions. 

Mr.  Parker  considered  the  resolutions  on  the 
table  as  indefinite  and  unintelligible.  If  revenue 
is  the  object,  we  should  remember  the  remark  of 
Dr,  Swift,  that  in  the.  arithmetic  of  taxation,  two 
and  two  do  not  always  make  four,  but  sometimes 
only  one.  He  thought  there  was  a  jarring  in  the 
third  resolution,  which  contradicted  the  first 
The  leading  clause  of  the  first  resolution,  which 
has  occasioned  so  long  a  debate,  is  in  these  words : 
"  That  the  interest  of  the  United  States  would  be 
promoted  by  further  restrictions  and  higher  du* 
ties,  in  certain  cases,  on  the  manufactures  and  na- 
vigation of  foreign  nations  employed  in  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  than  those  now  im- 
posed." The  third  resolution  which  Mr.  P.  re- 
ferred to,  is  in  these  words :  *'  That  the  duty  on 
vessels  belonging  to  the  nations  having  commer- 
cial treaties  with  the  United  States,  ought  to  be 

reduced  to per  ton.'*    The  resolutions  meant 

either  too  much,  or  nothing.  He  would  move  to 
amend  the  first  resolution,  but  that  he  hoped  it 
would  be  altogether  cast  aside. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  apologized 
to  the  Committee  for  presuming  to  intrude  upon 
them  a  second  time  by  the  delivery  of  his  senti- 
ments.   He  said  that  a  personal  attack  had  been 


247 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


248 


H.  or  B.] 


Appropriation  BilL 


[Jamvabt,  1794. 


tnade  yesterday  upon  him  in  that  House.  It  had 
met  him  out  of  doors,  and  had  gone  into  the  world. 
After  he  had  done  speaking  yesterday,  a  member 
had  risen,  and  held  forth  as  a  fundamental  obser- 
Tation,  that  "gentlemen  possessing  capitals  of 
their  own  were  in  fiivor  of  the  propositions ;  but 
that  dealers  upon  credit  were  against  them." 
When  this  remark  was  made,  as  he  had  but  just 
sat  down  from  delivering  his  negative  to  the  reso- 
lutions, he  could  not  help  thinking  himself  aimed 
at  as  one  of  those  dealers' upon  credit  [Here  the 
member  referred  to  rose,  and  solemnly  decTared 
that  a  personal  allusion  to  Mr.  Smith  had  never 
entered  his  mind.]  Mr.  S.  went  on  to  observe, 
that  the  whole  assertion  was  erroneous*  The 
merchants  of.  America  are  men  of  liberal  senti- 
ments— more  so,  he  believed,  than  merchants  of 
any  other  part  of  the  worid.  They  are  not  to  be 
biassed  by  the  petty  motives  of  interest,  in  prda* 
dice  to  the  public  interest  of  their  country.  The 
gentleman  whom  he  referred  to  had  spoke  of  an 
alarming  British  influence  in  some  of  the  com- 
mercial cities  of  America.  He  had  alleged  that 
merchants,  by  their  connexion  with  Britain,  would 
be  under  its  influence;  but  there  was  no  such 
thing.  In  this  country,  merchants  studied  the 
Constitutionv  and  were  attached  to  it  In  other 
countries,  they  minded  only  {m>fit  As  a  reflec- 
tion had  been  thrown  on  merchants  who  dealt 
upon  credit,  he  should  take  leave  to  observe  that 
credit  was  a  very  good  thing.  As  to  himself,  he 
had,  before  the  war  began,  acquired,  by  his  indus- 
try, as  much  property  as  placed  him  beyond  the 
necessity  of  credit  By  the  war,  he  was  reduced 
to  nothing.  After  the  peace,  he  again  began  as  he 
set  out  at  first  By  the  same  industry  and  the  same 
talents,  he  had  once  more  acquired  independence. 
By  the  British  buccaneers,  he  had  lost  as  mudi, 
since  the  present  war  began,  as  the  gentleman  to 
whom  he  rose  in  reply,  would  think  a  tolerable 
fortune  for  dividing  among  his  sons;  yet  he  could 
still  spare  time  from  his  business  for  the  service  of 
his  country.  Ho  said,  that  at  first  hearing  the 
resolutions,  .he. had  been  rather  prejudiced  in  their 
fiivor.  One  of  them  was  indeed  a  very  enticing 
resolution,  and  at  first  riew  pleased  him  very 
much.  [The  resolution  to  which  Mr.  S.  referred  is 
the  seventh,  and  runs  in  these  vrords : 

**  JUiolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That 
provisioD  ought  to  be  made  for  liquidating  and  ascer- 
taining the  losses  sustained  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  ft*om  the  operation  of  particular  regulations  of 
any  country,  contraTenin^t  the  Law  of  Nations,  and 
that  such  losses  be  reimbursed  in  the  first  instance,  out 
of  the  additional  duties  on  the  manufoctures,  produc- 
tions, and  vessels  of  the  nations  establishing  such  on« 
lawful  regulations."] 

He  since  opposed  them,  from  a  conviction  that 
they  were  injudicious.  This  gentleman  and  others 
had  spoken  with  complacency  of  destroying  com- 
mercial credit  He  would  again  repeat  his  affirm- 
ation that  credit  was  a  good  thing.  To  destroy  it 
would  efitablish  an  aristocracy  in  commerce,  which 
was  as  bad  as  an  aristocracy  in  Qovemment  He 
explained  this  expression,  by  subjoining,  that  the 
dissolution  of  credit  would  confine  trade  to  mer« 


chants  possessing  large  capitals  and  an  old  and 
established  correspondence  in  the  manofacturing 
countries.  An  apprentice  of  the  best  connexions, 
and  most  promising  abilities,  would  find  it  impos- 
sible, at  the  expiration  of  his  indentures,  to  begin 
business  for  himself  upon  such  oppressive  tenns  of 
competition.  It  would  be  requisite  to  send  ready 
money  to  Europe  at  the  time  of  commissioning 
the  goods ;  that  is,  to  pay  for  them  six  months  be- 
fore they  were  received.  This  operation  would 
raise  the  price  of  them  fifteen  per  cent,  whidi 
would  be  a  real  tax.  He  was  astonished  to  hear 
gentlemen  speak  with  indifference  as  to  the  ad- 
vantages of  mercantile  credit  The  State  of 
Georgia  was  rising  into  prosperity  with  a  prodi- 
gious progress.  And  by  what  means  was  thia  ef- 
fected? By  credit,  certainly;  for  it  never  conld 
have  been  accomplished  in  any  other  way.  He 
said  that  we  should  renounce  all  national  animosi- 
ties, and  consider  all  mankind  as  one  great  family. 
Let  us  always  go  where  we  can  sell  best  Mr.  Sl 
closed  a  speech  of  uncommon  animation,  by  saj- 
ing  that  the  resolutions  reminded  him  of  the  story 
of  the  goose  which  laid  golden  eggs.  Let  us  cut 
her  up,  said  the  boy,  and  we  shall  get  them  all  at 
once.  The  ten  per  cent  of  tonnage  upon  foreign 
vessels  had  been  of  great  service ;  but  the  present 
plan  was  too  abrupt 

The  Committee  now  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 


Friday,  January  17. 

A  memorial  of  Andrew  G.  Fraunces,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  to  be  furnished  with  an  official  copy 
of  the  proceedings  on  the  subject  of  his  memorial, 
presented  the  lUth  ultimo,  and  that  the  House 
will  speedily  determine  on  the  legality  of  his  claim 
for  the  payment  of  certain  warrants  issued  by  the 
late  Board  of  Treasury. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BcATTT,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  for  completing  and  better  sup- 
porting the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  reported  an  amendatory  bill ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Appropriation  Bill,  (Mr.  Trumbitll 
in  the  Chair.)  The  Committee  proceeded  in  the 
discussion,  during  which,  Mr.  Baldwin  rose  re- 
peatedly, for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  ex- 
cess of  various  sums  appropriated,  for  oontingen- 
tnes  and  other  purposes,  above  the  sums  heretofore 
appropriated.  His  object  was,  that  a  committee 
should  be  appointed  to  make  particular  inquiry 
into  the  reasons  of  these  excesses,  and  to  report 
A  motion  was  at  length  made  and  carried,  for  the 
rising  of  the  Committee.  In  the  House,  Mr. 
Baldwin  made  a  motion  for  the  appointment  of 
a  special  committee,  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of, 
and  report  on  the  expediency  of,  these  excesses. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  five 
appointed. 
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PETITION  OF  DANIEL  PARKER 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  memorial 
of  Daniel  Parker.    The  substance  of  the  Report 
ig,  that  it  may  be  for  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  compound  the  debt  dae  from  the  memo- 
riilist,  snd  suggests   the  expediency  of  vesting  a 
power  somewhere  to   make  the  composition.     It 
WIS  moTed  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  pursuant  to  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     Some  debate 
ensued  on  this  motion.     It  wafi  opposed  on  the 
score  of  precedent,  and  that  it  might  be  better  for 
the  United  States  to  lose  the  debt  than  to  establish 
i  precedent  which  might  open   a   door  to  every 
delinquent  debtor  of  the  United  States.     If  the 
memorialist  is  an  honest  man,  and  has  any  pro- 
perty, he  will  throw  himself  on  the  Justice  and 
bamanity  of  his  country.     The  conduct  of  the 
petitioner,  in  withdrawing  from  his  country,  and 
his  consequent  deportment,  were  reprobated.     In 
support  of  the  motion,  it  was  said  that  the  only 
question  was,  whether  the  United  States  would 
insist  on  receiving  the  whole  of  their  demand,  and 
get  nothing,  or  compromise  their  demand,  and  re- 
ceive something.     This,  it  was  said,  was  not  esta- 
blishing a  precedent ;  it  was  simply  following  the 
eostom  established  in  all  similar  cases  by  indivi- 
doals.    It  was  true  that  public  bodies  adopt  gene- 
rally a  more  rigid  line  of  conduct,  and  perhaps 
with  propriety  in  most  cases ;  but,  in  the  present 
instance,  the  memorialist  is  out  of  the  country, 
oat  of  the  reach  of  the  laws ;  he  is  able  to  pay 
aomething,  bat  is  not  willing  to  be  divested  of  all 
big  property,  and  be  still  bound  to  discharge  a 
balance  he  never  can  pay. 

Mr.  NicBOLAS  proposed  the  following  motion, 
as  a  substitute  for  the  first  motion,  that  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  inquire  whether  D.  Parker  k 
Co.  have  any  equitable  or  other  claims  to  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  balances  which  appear  against  them 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
aod  report  specially  thereon  to  the  House.  This 
motion,  after  some  further  debate,  was  agreed  to, 
and  a  committee  of  three  appointed. 


MoNDar,  January  20. 
QUAKERS'  MEMORIAL. 

A  memorial  was  read  from  the  people  called 
Quakers.  The  substance  of  this  memorial  is, 
to  request  that  Congress  would  pass  a  law  to  pro* 
bibit  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  trans- 
porting slaves  from  the  coast  of  Africa  to  the 
West  India  Islands,  The  petition  was  read  by  the 
SrtiKEa. 

Mr.  Giles  wished  that  it  might  be  referred  to  a 
aelect  committee. 

Mr.  Bovairi  wished  that  it  should  lie  on^  the 
table  for  a  day  or  two.  He  did  not,  by  this,  mean 
to  oppose  the  principle  of  the  memorial;  but  he  un- 
derstoo<i  that  another,  of  the  same  tenor,  was  to  be 
presented  to  the  Senate.  He  therefore  wished 
tbat  it  might  be  deferred  till  the  House  could  see 
whether  the  Senate  should  take  it  up.    If  they  did 


not,  he  should  then  move  that  it  should  be  refer* 
red  to  a  select  committee.  The  petition  was  or* 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ALGERUfE   AFFAIRS. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  appoint- 
ed pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of  the  House  on  the 
communications  f^om  the  Presidert  of  the 
United  States  relative  to  Algiers,  brought  in  a 
report,  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members. 

The  report  states  that  the  Naval  force  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  shall 
con6ist  of  four  ships  of  forty>four  guns  each,  18 
and  9  pounders,  and  two  of  20  guns  each.  The 
Aggf^gAte  sum  wanted  for  this  purpose  is  estimat- 
ed at  six  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  to  raise  which, 
one  per  cent  additional  duty  is  proposed  to  be  laid 
on  imported  goods  now  paying  seven  and  one-half 
per  cent ;  five  per  cent  additional  on  stone,  mar- 
ble, &c. ;  and  on  all  stone  and  earthen  ware,  three 
cents  additional ;  on  salt,  per  bushel,  six  cents  ad- 
ditional, per  ton,  on  all  vessels  of  the  United  States 
employed  in  foreign  trade ;  and  twenty*five  cents 
additional,  per  ton,  on  all  other  vessels. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  an  addition  was 
made  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  so 
that  it  now  consists  of  a  member  from  every  State, 
who  are  to  make  another  report  respecting  the 
fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  GiLMair,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr. 
Orii,  Mr.  Pattow,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Israel 
Smith,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  re- 
port to  this  House  the  Naval  force  adequate  to  the 
protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Algerine  corsairs,  together  with  an  es- 
timate of  the  expense,  and  the  ways  and  means 
for  defraying  the  same. 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  remarked,  that  in  the  discussion 
of  the  resolutions  respecting  commercial  affairs, 
much  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  suggeistion,  that 
Great  Britain  had  not  discovered  any  disposition  to 
enter  into  a  commercial  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  informed  the  House  that  in  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Minister  of  Great  Britain,  as  printed  by 
order  of  the  House,  it  appears,  that  there  is  a 
chasm  occasioned  by  the  omission  of  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  SUte  to  that  Minister,  which  letter 
is  referred  to  in  a  subsequent  letter. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  tbat  it  was  very  possible  the  let- 
tor  to  which  Mr.  Smith  referred,  never  had  existed. 
It  was  said  to  have  been  written  on  the  5th  of  De- 
cember, 1791.  It  was  likely  enough  that  Mr.  Ham- 
mond might  have  mistaken  a  date. 

Mr.  Dexter  said,  that  there  was  an  evident 
chasm.     A  letter  must  have  been  supproHsed. 

Mr.  Madison  thought  that  there  was  a  chasm, 
which  should  be  filled  up,  but  it  might  do  as  well 
to  defer  the  matter  for  a  day  or  two,  till  inquiry 
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should  be  made  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  why  it 
had  been  withheld  f  Upon  informing  the  Prbsi- 
DENT,  he  would  either  give  it  up,  or  mention  the 
reasons  why  he  should  not 

Mr.  BoufiNC  said,  that  a  motion  concerning  pa- 
pers to  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
had  been  lying  on  the  table  sinc«  the  banning  of 
last  week.     He  wished  it  to  be  read. 

Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  Nicholas  thought  there 
could  be  no  use  for  this  letter,  but  they  would  not 
oppose  an  inquiry  for  its  production. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  a  resolution  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  W.  Smith,  the  purport  of  which  is, 
that  the  Presidknt  of  the  United  States  be 
applied  to  for  information  on  the  subject,  and  re- 
quested to  lay  before  the  House  the  omitted  letter, 
or  such  parts  as  he  may  think  proper.  It  was  then 
moved  and  seconded,  that  the  President  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  resolution  now  adopted, 
which  was  agreed  to.  It  was  then  proposed,  that 
a  committee  of  three  members  should  be  appoint- 
ed to  wait  on  him  for  that  purpose.  The  motion 
was  negatived.  It  was  then  moved  and  agreed, 
that  the  committee  should  consist  of  two  mem- 
bers 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
or  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the  recal 
of  the  Minister  of  the  French  Republic.  This  Mes- 
si^  states,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Minister  had 
met  with  decided  disapprobation,  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  promises,  that  his  recal  shall  be  ex- 
pedited without  delay. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  articles  in  which  the  present  estimate 
exceeds  the  appropriations  and  actual  settlements 
of  preceding  years,  and  report  the  causes,  with 
their  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  such  excess, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
He  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing the  copy  of  a  Letter  to  him  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue,  stating  the  causes  which 
have  .delayed  the  report  on  the  revenue  arising 
from  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and 
from  stills,  required  by  the  order  of  this  House  of 
the  second  of  March  last ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  the  House  go  into  a 
Committee  on  the  bill  for  completing  and  better 
supporting  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

The  bill  was  discussed  by  paragraphs.  The  se- 
cond section  proposes,  in  substance,  that  those  who 
continue  in  service  to  the  expiration  of  their  enlist- 
ment, shall  receive  thirty  dollars  in  addition  to 
their  pay,  to  be  paid  to  them  personally,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  time  they  had  been  in  service.  This 
section,  after  some  debate,  was  struck  out 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  last  section 
which  provides  that  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
officers  who  die,  or  are  killed  in  the  service,  shall 
be  entitled  to  three  years*  half  pay.  This  motion 
after  considerable  debate,  was  carried. 


A  section  was  then  proposed  which  provides  for 
a  donation  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  to  every 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  and  private  of 
the  army,  at  the  end  of  the  service,  provided  they 
settle  on  the  same.  This  motion,  after  sevenl 
amendments,  was  agreed  to. 

[In  discussing  the  clauses  of  the  bill  on  the  Mili- 
tary establishment,  Mr.  Wadbworth  said,  that  the 
American  army  was  dwindling  to  nothing,  for  the 
want  of  proper  officers.  There  was  no  suitable 
encouragement  in  the  service,  to  compensate  for 
the  toils  and  dangers  of  a  military  life.  Many 
officers  would  resign  their  commissions,  if  they 
could  only  get  Government  to  accept  uf  them.  It 
would  be  necessary  to  make  an  augmentation  of 
their  pay,  or  do  something  else  to  encourage  them. 
There  was  no  incitement  in  this  war,  upon  the 
principles  of  honor,  because  we  bad  been  told  that 
the  war  itself  was  infamous.  Some  provision  ought 
to  be  made  for  the  widows  and  children  of  officers. 
Many  of  the  widows  of  officers  had  been  reduced 
to  work  with  their  own  hands  for  bread,  wlnle 
their  children  had  been  sent  to  school  by  a  sub- 
scription among  their  neighbors. 

Mr.  Clark,  in  reply,  said,  that  there  were  many 
soldiers  who  would  gladly  resign.  If  an  officer 
had  twenty-seven  dollars  per  month,  and  a  soldier 
but  three  or  four,  is  it  not  proper  that  the  GoTero- 
ment  should  provide  as  well  for  the  widows  and 
children  of  soldiers,  as  of  officers?  He  was  confi- 
dent thut  the  army  could  find  plenty  of  officers. 

Mr.  Claiborne  was  of  opinion  that  the  widows 
and  children  of  soldiers  were  as  much  flesh  and 
blood  as  those  of  officers ;  and  that  the  Stale  was 
as  much  obliged  to  the  soldiers  as  to  the  officers. 
The  latter  were  better  paid  than  the  former,  and 
so  were  more  likely  to  leave  something  behind 
them  for  the  support  of  their  families.  He  said 
that  we  lived  under  a  Republican  Government, 
where  all  ranka  of  men  were  equally  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Smilie  considered  it  as  highly  unjust  that 
there  should  be  so  great  a  difference  between  the 
pay  of  an  officer  and  that  of  a  soldier.  It  was 
proper  to  support  rank,  but  the  principle  was  car- 
ried too  far.  He  would  only  ask  what  sort  of  men 
officers  were,  and  what  soldiers  were  ?  He  knew 
of  no  distinction.  Why,  then,  should  we  provide 
for  the  widows  and  the  children  of  the  officers, 
and  not  for  those  of  the  soldiers,  when  the  latter 
had  but  four  dollars  per  month  ? 

The  fact  is,  said  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  that 
your  best  officers  have  either  left  the  army,  or  are 
daily  leaving  it  The  General  finds  it  necessary 
to  force  them  to  stay.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Claiborne,]  had  seen  service,  and 
was,  Mr.  S.  believed,  as  good  a  Republican  as 
any  in  that  House.  He  surely  must  know  that 
the  services  of  men  of  education  could  not,  in  any 
part«of  the  world,  be  obtained  at  the  same  rate  as 
those  of  the  inferior  classes.  Gentlemen  might 
speak  of  equality,  but  in  practice  the  thing  was  im- 
possible. As  to  women  it  was  well  enough  known 
what  sort  of  ladies  commonly  followed  the  camp. 
It  would  be  absurd  to  place  them  on  a  level  with 
the  widows  of  officers,  or  to  suppose  that  they  de- 
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served  equally  the  protection  of  the  States.  The 
time  would  perhaps  come  when  we  should  repent 
of  htTing  intrusted  the  army  in  other  hands  than 
those  which  at  present  kept  it  together. 

Mr.  Claibornb  said,  that  some  of  the  officers 
who  retired  from  the  army  were  men  of  pleasure. 
He  repeated  his  remarks  upon  equality. 

Mr.  WADSWoRTn  said,  that  we  might  talk  of 
Republican  armies,  and  Republican  principles,  as 
long  ts  we  pleased.  By  the  former  he  understood 
nothing  more  than  an  army  raised  by  a  Republic 
If  good  oflQcers  were  not  kept,  it  was  certain  the 
irmy  most  go  to  nothing,  for  it  was  as  impossible 
tn  march  an  army  into  the  field  without  officers,  as 
it  was  for  that  House  to  do  business  without  a 
Speaker  or  a  Chairman.  He  knew  of  many  young 
men  who  were  fond  of  going  into  the  army  as 
officers.  But  time  and  reflection  convinced  them, 
for  which  he  was  Tery  sorry,  that  it  was  not  worth 
while  for  any  gentleman  to  spend  his  life  in  the 
serrice.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  Amer- 
ican army  was  losing,  as  fast  as  possible,  its  best 
officers.] 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
with  amendments. 


Tuesday,  January  21. 

A  tfessage  was  receiyed  from  the  Pbbsidbvt  or 
THE  United  States  communicating  statements  re- 
specting the  duties  on  distilled  spirits ;  also  sundry 
laws  which  have  been  passed  by  the  Government 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

A  petition  of  several  of  the  late  officers  and  pri- 
Tstes  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  regiment  was  pre- 
Knted  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  compensation 
for  military  services  rendered,  and  losses  and  injuries 
nstained  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition,  together  with 
the  petition  of  Catharine  Hyler,  which  lay  on  the 
table,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  in- 
Btraction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opin- 
ion thereupon  to  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  memorial  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,  at  their  yearly  meeting  held  in 
Rhode  Island,  in  the  year  1793,  which  lay  on  the 
table,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Tkuhbull,  Mr.  Wabd, 
Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Talbot,  and  Mr.  Gbove;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof  and  report 
the  same,  with  |their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Hoase. 

Mr.  Ykhablb,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
iiqaire  into  and  report  a  state  of  facts  respecting 
sandrj  French  vessels  which  have  taken  refuge  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  their  opinion  on 
the  propriety  of  remitting  the  foreign  tonnage  there- 
on, made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  fie  on  the  table. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
oents  reportecf  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to  the  bill  for  completing  and 
hcttfer  supporting  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
^fiit^  States.    The  first  amendment,  to  strike  out 


the  second  section,  was,  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House.  The  second  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  last  section  in  the  words 
following  to  wit : 

•  ^nd  he  it  further  enaded.  That jrc*«"8  half  pay 

shall  be  allowed  to  all  commifsiooed  officers  who  shall 
serve  for  a  term  not  less  than  three  years,  and  until  the 
Army  shall  be  discharged:" 

Mr.  Smith  said  that  he  hoped  this  clause  would 
not  be  stricken  out  He  had  little  to  say,  but  what 
he  had  already  remarked.  The  officers  were  leav- 
ing the  service  very  fast ;  and  if  something  was  not 
done  for  the  Army,  we  shall  soon  see  an  end  of  it 
No  respect  whatever  was  shown  by  other  citizens 
to  the  American  uniform. 

Mr.  Clabk  said  that  certain  members  of  the 
House,  on  every  question,  were  fond  of  pomposity. 
Officers  who  could  not  live  upon  their  pay,  could 
live  nowhere.  The  back  woods  were  not  the  place 
to  spend  much  money.  It  was  well  known  that 
there  was  another  cause  of  complaint  which  dis- 
persed the  officers. 

Mr.  FoKRBST  thought  it  necessary  to  keep  in  the 
clause.  He  had  been  informed  by  several  officers 
that  want  of  adequate  pay  was  a  very  great  objec- 
tion to  staying  in  the  Army. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  said  that  he  was  glad  to  hear 
gentlemen  speak  out,  and  acknowledge  that  there 
were  other  causes  of  dissatisfaction.  None  of  his 
correspondents  in  the  Army  had  told  him  so ;  but 
he  believed  that  there  were  such  other  causes.  As 
to  spending  money,  it  would  be  spent  in  the  back 
woods  as  well  as  in  the  cities,  as  the  officers  fre- 
quently had  to  pay  four  times  the  common  price 
for  articles  there.  He  did  not  believe  that  we 
should  long  have  three  effective  companies  in  the 
Army.  He  had  nearly  given  up  his  hopes  of  that 
Armv,  and  the  rejection  of  this  clause  would  just 
finish  it. 

The  question  on  striking  out  this  clause  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  stood — ^yeas  64,  nays  24,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham  BaKlwiu,  Tho- 
mas Blount  Elias  Boudinot,  Shcarjashub  Bounie,  Ben- 
jamin Bitunie,  Gabriel  Christie,  Abraham  Clark,  Peleg 
Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  William  J.  Dawson,  Jonathan  Day- 
ton, George  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Tlioiiias  Fitzniinous, 
Dwight  Foster,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillesuie, 
Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon, 
William  B.  Grove,  Carter  R  Harrison,  John  Heath, 
Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  Samuel  Holten,  John 
Hunter,  J(»hn  Wilkes  Kittera,  A mai^a  Learned,  Matthew 
lx>cke,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Ma- 
dison, Francis  Malbone,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander 
Mebane,  William  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moure.  William 
Vans  Murray,  Jonepb  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John 
Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew 
Pickens,  Francis  Preston,  John  Smilie,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Smith.  Zephaiiiab  Swift  Silas  Talbot  George 
Thatcher.  Thomas  Tredwell,  John  E.  Van  Allen.  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Francis  Walker,  Artemas  Ward,  Benjamin  Williams, 
Paifee  Wmgate,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fii»her  Ames,  James  Armstrong.  John  Beat- 
ty,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Djivitl  Cobb,  Henry  Dcarb«»rn, 
Uriah  Forrest,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Henry  Glenn,  Thomas 
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Hartley,  William  Hindman,  William  Irvine,  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Peter  Muhlenberg.  Thomas  Scott,  John  8. 
Sherburne,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Thomas 
Sprigg,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Peter  Van 
Gaast^ck,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  John  Watta. 

The  other  amendment,  reported  by  the  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  was  further  amended,  and, 
on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  further  to  amend  the 
said  bill,  and,  on  a  motion  made  and  seconded  to 
add  to  the  end  thereof  the  followug  section,  by  way 
of  amendment,  to  wit : 

^'Andbeit  further  enacted,  That,  if  any  officer  shall 
die,  by  reason  of  wounds  or  otherwise,  while  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  shall  leave  a  widow,  or, 
if  no  widow,  shall  leave  a  child  or  cliildren  under  age, 
Buch  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  such  child  or  children, 
shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  half  of  tlie  monthly 
pay  to  which  the  deceased  was  entitled,  at  the  time  of 

his  death,  for  an<l  during  the  term  of years;  and, 

in  case  of  the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow, 

before  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of years,  the 

half-pay,  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  shall  go  to  the 
suppMort  of  the  child  or  children  of  such  deceased  officer, 
while  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years ;  and  in  like  man- 
ner  the  allowance  to  the  child  or  children  of  such  de- 
ceased, where  there  is  no  widow,  shall  be  paid  no 
longer  than  while  there  is  a  child  or  children  under  the 
age  aforesaid :  Provided,  That  no  greater  sum  shall  be 
allowed,  in  any  case,  to  the  widow,  or  to  the  child  or 
children  of  any  officer,  than  the  half-pay  of  a  Lieutenant 
Colonel :" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  54, 
nays  82,  as  follows : 

Tbas. — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Eliaa  Bou- 
dinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cadw^ader,  Joahua 
Coit,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Junathan  Day- 
ton, Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter, 
William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Uriah  Forrest, 
Esekiel  Oilbert,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie, 
Henry  Glenn,  James  Gk>rdon.  Christopher  Greenup, 
Samuel  Griffin,  Carter  B.  Harrison.  Thomas  Hartley, 
John  Heath,  William  Hindman,  John  Hunter,  William 
Irvine,  Amaaa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  William 
Lyman,  James  Madison,  Francis  Malbone,  Wiliam 
Montgomery,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, Joseph  Neville.  John  Nicholas,  Andrew  Pickens, 
Francis  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott, 
Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Zepha- 
niah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  Uriah  Tracy,  Junathan  Trum- 
bull, John  EL  Van  Allen,  Jeremiah  Wadswortb,  John 
Watts,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nays. — ^Theodoras  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Beatty,  Thomas  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Gabriel 
Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abraham  Clark,  Peleg 
Coffia,  Dwight  Foster,  Andrew  Gregg,  Daniel  Heister, 
James  Uillhouse,  Samuel  Holten,  Matthew  Locke,  Na- 
thanel  Macon,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane, 
Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Jo- 
siah  Parker,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Tred- 
well,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt»  Abraham  Venable,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Francis  Walker,  Artemas  Ward,  Benjamin 
Williams,  and  Paine  Wingate. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Weonesdat,  January  22. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  completing  and  better  sup- 
porting the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  ta 
Mr.  BiATT7,  Mr.  Irvine,  Mr.  Jbrbboah  Wads-  j 
woRTU,  Mr.  Dearborn,  and  Mr.  Yam  Gaasbeck. 

Mr.  Giles  from  the  Committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  States ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed. 

A  petition  of  the  manufacturers  of  paint,  in  the 
towns  of  Baltimore  and  Alexandria,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the  dutits 
imposed  on  dry  paints  imported  into  the  United 
States,  may  be  taken  oET,  and  equivalent  duties  laid 
on  foreign  paints  ground  in  oil.  Also,  a  petition  of 
the  dealers  in  oil  and  painters*  colors,  praying  that 
the  duties  on  dry  paints  may  be  so  reduced  as  to 
afford  encouragement  for  grinding  them  within  the 
United  States. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  the  copy  of 
a  Letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Hammond,  dated 
December  6,  1791,  transmitted  pursuant  to  a  reso- 
lution of  this  House  of  the  20th  instant;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  further  in- 
formation from  James  SeagroTe,  Agent  of  Indian 
Affairs  in  the  Southern  Department,  relaUve  to  a 
peace  with  the  Creek  Indians;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATEa 

The  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restric- 
tions  on  the  commerce  of  United  Slates  in  foreign 
countries. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  if  he  had  before  been 
disposed  to  enter  into  the  eztensiye  field  of  argu- 
ment which  was  opened  to  their  Tiew,  by  a  resolu- 
tion yague  and  extensiTe  as  the  one  immediately 
under  consideration  of  the  Committee,  he  should 
be  deterred  from  it  by  the  example  of  gentlemen 
who  had  gone  before  him.  They  seemed  to  him 
to  hsTe  wandered  without  any  sure  guide,  or  dis- 
tinct object ;  and,  like  persons  who  travel  in  a  cir- 
cle, to  have  sat  down  after  having  bewildered  or 
fatigued  themselves  in  the  attempt,  without  arriv- 
ing at  the  end  of  their  pursuit  This,  Mr.  D.  con- 
ceived was  almost  unavoidable,  from  the  loose  and 
general  wording  of  the  proposition.  He  was  not, 
he  said,  so  fortunate  as  to  be  present  when  the 
mover  of  these  resolutions  had  favored  the  Com- 
mittee with  his  arguments  iri  support  of  them ;  he 
might,  therefore,  he  presumed,  be  indulged  in  in- 
quiring, what  was  the  real  purpose  of  the  one 
under  discussion ;  what  commercial  or  political 
doctrine  it  contained ;  what  principle  in  legi^>Ia- 
tion  it  was  intended  to  establish  ?  He  wished  to 
know  whether  it  was  regarded  as  a  distinct  propo- 
sition, or  considered  as  necessarily  connected  with 
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ftnd  explained  bj,  the  resolutions  that  follow  it? 
In  either  sense,  however,  he  declared  he  found 
objections  against  it     As  a  distinct  proposition,  it 
ippeared  to  him  highly  exceptionable,  because  it 
did  not  possess  those  qualities  which  were  indis- 
pensable to  ODe  of  that  nature ;  it  was  indefinite, 
inconclasive,  and  therefore,  of  itself,  unintelligible. 
Could  anjr  expression,  he  asked,  be  more  vague 
than  the  words  ^*  in  certain  cases**  ?     They  might 
embrace  the  vast  world  of  commerce,  or  be  con- 
fined to  two  of  its  smallest  articles.     Neither  those 
vonU,  nor  any  other  part  of  it,  enabled  the  mind 
to  determine  what  particular  interests  were  to  be 
promoted,  or  what  objects  were  to  be  attained  by 
the  restrictions   and   duties   proposed.     Was  the 
increase  of  the  revenue  designed  by  them,  or  the 
encouragement  and  protection  of  our  own  manu- 
factures, or  merely  a  discrimination  between  those 
nations  which  had,  and  those  which  had  not  com- 
mercial treaties  with  the  United  States  ?    These, 
Mr.  D.  remarked,  were  three  distinct  principles, 
each  of  them  important,  and  deserving  separate 
consideration,  for  they  led  to  a  very  different  course 
of  inquiries,  and  would  produce  very  different  re- 
sults.   If  the  increase  of  the  revenue  was  meant, 
the  inquiry  would   principally  be,    whether  any 
and  what  articles  of  traffic  or  commerce  would 
bear  new  burdens,  with  a  confidence  that  they 
would  give  the  increase  contemplated;  for  it  had 
been  said,  and  frequently  repeated,  that  two  and 
two  do  not  always  make  four.     If  gentlemen  were 
disposed  to  encourage  our  own  manufactures,  the 
question  then  would  be,  on  what  articles  of  foreign 
manufacture  we  might  venture  to  lay  prohibitory 
duties,  and  on  what  others  it  would  be  proper  to  im- 
pose only  protecting  duties?     Prohibitory,  in  cases 
where  the   quantities  manufactured   among  our- 
telves  equalled,  or  might  soon  be  made  to  equal,  our 
home  consumption;    and  protecting  as  to  such 
others  as  eould  not,  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time,  be  manufactured  in  this  country  in  sufficient 
quantities  for  its  supply.     But  if  the  plan  of  dis- 
crimination was  the  sole  object,  they  were  then, 
Mr.  D.  said,  to  take  a  very  different  view  of  the 
subject,  and  to  aim  their  regulations  not  so  much 
at  the  artieUSf  as  the  agents  of  commerce,  against 
nations,  rather  than  merchandise.     They  would, 
in  this  ca<(e,  find  it  necessary  to  weigh  and  deter- 
mine whether  the  line  of  discrimination  should  be 
drawn  between  those  nations  in  treaty  and  those 
Mt  in  treaty,  or  between  the  countries  (whether 
in  treaty  or  not)  which  had  manifested  a  friendly, 
and  those  which  had  manifested  a  contrary  dispo- 
sition. 

I(  then,  this  proposition,  viewed  as  an  abstract 
ODe,  established  no  certain  principle,  or  if  it  in- 
volved and  confounded  a  number  so  variant  in 
their  nature  and  tendency  as  he  had  stated  them, 
there  could  no  longer  exist  a  doubt  of  the  impro- 
priety of  agreeing  to  it  Bat,  on  the  other  hand, 
should  it  be  considered  as  connected  with,  and 
explained  by,  the  resolutions  which  follow,  there 
were  the  strongest  reasons  for  passing  it  by,  and 
proceeding  to  the  second.  What  member,  Mr.  D. 
ttked,  would  be  willing  to  vote  for  a  proposition 
which  admitted  of  such  various  meanings  and  dif- 
3d  Com.— 9 


ferent  explanations,  and  depended  as  to  its  sense 
upon  certain  explanatory  resolutions,  each  of  which 
was  to  be  separately  discussed,  and  might  be 
amended,  altered,  and  even  stricken  out  Surely, 
he  said,  the  gentlemen  who  were  about  to  vote  for 
it  were  not  aware  of  the  embarrassment  into  which 
such  a  step  might  lead  them.  In  the  probable  event 
of  an  alteration  of  any  of  the  other  resolutions, 
this  fundamental  one  might  receive  a  construction, 
and  be  directed  to  objects,  which  members,  who 
assented  to  it,  had  not  foreseen,  or  would  have  op- 
posed if  they  had  foreseen.  But  this,  Mr.  D.  said, 
was  not  all;  there  was  another  reason  against 
adopting  it  as  a  fundamental  proposition.  The 
articles  which  were  intended  to  explain  it,  were, 
in  reality,  false  expositions  of  this  text  The  third 
article  was  in  direct  opposition  to  its  letter  and 
spirit,  as  it  went  to  establish  a  diminution  of  re- 
strictions and  duties  in  certain  cases,  whereas  the 
other  contemplated  **  further  restrictions  and  higher 
duties,**  as  the  true  means  of  promoting  the  inte- 
rest of  the  United  Statea  Having  declared  his 
grounds  of  objection,  Mr.  D.  said  he  should  have 
offered  an  amendment,  or  proposed  a  substitute, 
were  it  not  that  he  hoped  the  Committee  would 
agree  to  pass  over  the  first  proposition. 

Mr.  Leb  spoke  as  follows:  The  importance  of 
the  resolutions  under  consideration,  is  fully  mani- 
fested both  by  the  length  and  solemnity  of  the 
present  discussion,  and  the  universal   solicitude 
which  pervades  our  fellow-citizens.     I  have  been 
deeply  impressed  with  the  aw  fulness  of  the  pre- 
sent crisis ;  I  have  felt  the  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
ject before  us ;  I  have  listened  with  attention  to 
everything  which  has  been  offered  to  our  conside- 
ration; I   have  been  informed,  I  have   been   in- 
structed, I  have  been  delighted.     My  mind,  which 
hesitated,  has  been  enabled  to  form  its  decision. 
And,  though,  sir,  it  may  be  unnecessary,  after  this 
declaration,  to  take  up  any  of  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I  hope  I  shall  meet  with  their  pardon  and 
indulgence,  for  soliciting  a  small  portion  of  their 
attention.    In  the  present  jealous  and  censorious 
times,  when  it  seems  to  have  become  fashionable, 
not  more  to  inquire  into  the  principles  of  mea- 
sures, than  into  the  motives  of  public  agents,  the 
task  of  explaining  the  reasons  of  his  conduct,  is 
necessarily  imposed  on  every  public  servant,  who 
does  not  wish  to  have  his  motives  misinterpreted. 
But,  sir,   notwithstanding  I  feel  the  necessity  of 
explaining  myself  on  the  present  occasion,  both 
from  the  consideration  I  have  mentioned,  and  to 
exhibit  to  my  constituents,  (whose  virtue,  industry, 
and  value  in  society,  claim  every  attention,  from 
me,  to  their  interests,)  the  reasons  of  my  conduct; 
I  should  not  ask  the  present  indulgence,  if  the 
subject  bad  been  altogether  placed  in  those  lights, 
in  which  it  most  forcibly  strikes  my  mind.     And, 
under  this  impression,  sir,  I  should  be  unworthy 
of  the  seat  I  hold  here,  and  of  the  confidence  of 
my  fellow-citizens,  if  I  withheld  aught,  which  ap- 
peared to  me  conducive  to  their  interests,  and  the 
general  welfare.     Before  I  proceed  to  a  deUul  of 
the   particular  considerations,  which  I  mean  to 
bring  into  the  view  of  the  Committee,  I  hope  I 
shall  be  pardoned,  while  I  attempt  to  establish 
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some  general  abstract  principles,  which  appear  to 
me  important  to  guide  us  in  the  present  discussion. 
And,  though  at  first  riew,  thej  may  seem  remote 
from  the  subject,  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
patiently  attend  me  through  the  process  of  my 
reasonings,  to  those  conclusions  which  will  natu- 
rally result 

I  consider,  Mr.  Chairman,  human  life  as  a  sys- 
tem of  expedients,  whether  viewed  individually  or 
collectively.  Man,  as  an  individual,  is  ever  in  the 
pursuit  of  happiness,  and  is  particularly  occupied 
in  applying  those  expedients  which,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  are  most  likely  to  produce  it. 
These  he  varies  according  to  the  changes  in  his 
own  mind,  and  the  obstacles  which  continually 
occur  against  his  plans.  Every  day  presents  some 
new  evil  to  be  avoided,  or  some  new  good  to  be 
obtained.  He  avoids  the  one  and  pursues  the 
other,  by  the  best  means  which  the  state  of  things 
will  afford.  To  do  this,  he  will  vary  his  means, 
suspend  or  accelerate  the  execution  of  his  plans, 
as  circumstances  dictate.  At  all  times  he  must 
be  the  best  judge  of  them,  and  of  what,  in  any  ex- 
isting state  of  things,  is  necessary  to  his  happiness. 
Jfan,  also,  is  a  various  animal.  Hence,  the  diver- 
sity of  human  character  and  human  pursuits. 
Each  individual  takes  a  different  route  to  happi- 
ness ;  and,  being  the  best  judge  in  his  own  case, 
has  a  right  to  do  so. 

Societies  being  the  aggregates  of  individuals,  are 
animated  by  the  same  principles.  And,  in  the  great 
Family  of  Nations,  as  among  individuals  in  a  state 
of  Nature,  each  nation  is  the  best  judge  of,  and  has 
a  right  to  pursue,  according  to  existing  circum- 
stances, those  measures  which  it  thinks  necessary 
to  its  happiness.  Every  nation,  therefore,  has  the 
capacity  and  the  right,  to  form  such  a  Government, 
and  enact  such  laws,  at  every  period  of  its  exist- 
ence, as  the  exigencies  of  its  situation  require. 
Of  these  it  is  the  best  judge,  and  no  other  nation 
has  a  right  to  interfere  in  the  case.  According  to 
this  principle,  we  have  acted  in  the  various  changes 
that  have  taken  place  in  our  political  institutions. 
Other  nations,  in  all  former  ages,  have  exercised, 
and,  in  all  future  ages,  will  continue  to  exercise 
the  same  right 

As  the  circumstances  of  individuals  are  various, 
a  mode  of  life  which  will  produce  one  man's  hap- 
piness, may  produce  another  man's  misery.  The 
circumstances  and  dispositions  of  nations,  are  as 
various  as  the  circumstances  and  dispositions  of 
individuals ;  and,  as  among  individuals,  one  mode 
of  life,  and  one  system  of  pursuits,  will  not  produce 
every  man's  happiness ;  so,  neither  amongst  nations, 
will  one  form  of  Government  and  one  system  oJf 
laws,  suit  every  society.  Hence,  the  diversity  of 
Governments,  which  have  existed  in  all  countries, 
and  in  all  ages.  And  hence,  the  revolutions  and 
changes,  which  have  been  continually  made  in 
Governments  and  laws,  as  the  exigencies  of  things 
required  them. 

From  these  principles,  I  deduce  the  following 
conclusions:  1st  That  every  nation  has  the  capa- 
city and  the  right,  at  every  period  of  its  existence, 
to  provide  for  its  happiness,  according  to  its  own 
knowledge  of  its  situatioofl  and    interests.      2d. 


That,  therefore,  the  probability  is,  that  every  na- 
tion, under  the  existing  state  of  things,  has  that 
Government  and  those  laws,  which  are  best  adapt- 
ed to  its  manners,  and  most  consonant  wHh  Hs  ca-- 
cumstances. 

I  will  exemplify  these  characters.  We  know  thai 
the  Government  of  Turkey  would  not  snk  ns — we 
do  not  know  that  our  Government  would  suit  the 
Turks.  Leaving  the  Turks  to  judge  fot*  themselves, 
as  we  judge  for  ourselves,  the  presumption  is,  that 
they  have  a  Government  best  suited  to  their  man- 
ners and  circumstances.  We  know  we  have  a 
Government  best  suited  to  our  circumstances  and 
our  manners. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  detail  those  circumstances, 
which  have  given  rise  to  the  variety  of  Govern- 
ments, which  now  exist,  and  have  existed  in  all 
the  former  ages  of  the  world.     On  this  subject^ 
volumes   have   been  written,  and  volumes  might 
be  written.     I  only  mean  to  establish,  that  every 
nation,  in  every  period  of  its  existence,  is  the  best 
judge  of  what  is  necessary  to  its  happiness,  and 
has  those  political  institutions  most  adapted  to  its 
situation.    This  is  a  true  Republican  doctrine.     H 
is  founded  on  the  capacity  of  the  people  to  judge 
for  themselves.   We  know  that  we  have  the  capacity 
to  judge  for  ourselves.     We  shall  be  proud  and  vain, 
indeed,  if  we  deny  to  other  nations  the  capacity  to 
judge  for  themselves.    We  have  the  Government 
best  suited  to  us ;  the  presumption  is,  that  cvther 
nations    have   Governments  be«t  suited  to  them. 
Therefore,  in  discussing  our  relations  to  other  na^ 
tions,  I  do  not  see  the  propriety  of  introducing  the 
nature  and  principles  of  their  political  institutions. 
On  a  question  like  the  present,  the  only  proper  in- 
quii-y  is,  whether  our  intercourse  with  any  nation, 
has  a  tendency  to  add  to  the  comfort,  the  wealth, 
and  the  strength  of  the  society ;  and  not  whether 
it  has  a  tendency  to  alter  and  improve  our  soda] 
institutions ;  of  these,  the  society  in  every  period 
of  its  existence  will  always  be  the  most   compe^ 
tent  judge.    Viewing  the  principles  I  have  stated, 
as  irrcfragible,  being  founded  on   the  nature  ol 
man,  the  universal  usage  of  nations,  and  our  owt 
practice,  I  will  now  turn   my  attention  to  some 
of  the  arguments  which  have  been  m'ged  during 
the  discussion.    In  the  course  of  my  observatioh?, 
I  may  occasionally  apply  the  principles  which  1 
have  established.     I  shall  not  go  into  a  detoil  oj 
commercial  facts.     This  has  been  fully  done   bj 
persons  more  competent  to  the  task.     The  Com 
mittee  must  be  fully  possessed  of  them.     I  shal: 
only  consider  such  observations  as  involve  impor 
tant  principles. 

My  colleague,  [Mr.  Madison,]  who  introdocec 
the  resolutions,  and  he  has  been  followed  in  th< 
idea  by  every  other  gentleman  who  has  spoken  ii 
support  of  them,  said  that  the  present  Govemmeni 
originated  from  the  incapacity  of  the  Confedera- 
tion, and  of  the  individual  States  to  regulate  oui 
commerce  with  foreign  countries,  and  seenied  U 
intimate  that,  to  counteract  the  restrictions  o 
Great  Britain  with  regard  to  our  trade  was  tfa< 
principal  inducement  to  its  adoption.  Though  1 
disapprove  of  applying  to  any  source  but  itself  ioi 
the  interpretation  of  an  instrument  which  was  in 
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tended,  at  &!!  times,  to  be  its  own  expositor,  I  will 
go  back  with  my  colleague  to  those  ticenea  which 
preceded,  and  in^aced  the  establishment  of  the 
present  Constitation.  J  shall  go  back  with  plea- 
sare,  be&iase,  being  then  in  the  infancy  of  my 
poiiucal  life,  I  was  witness  to  those  first  essays  to 
regahUe  our  commerce,  which  his  patriotism  in- 
duced him  to  make ;  and  which  finally  terminated 
Id  the  eiitabUshment  of  our  present  happy  Govern- 
flieat.  I  say,  sir,  I  was  witness  to  his  exertions — 
not  I  only,  Mr.  Chairman,  but  all  America,  has 
been  witne*9S  to  his  exertions.  We  all  know  the 
share  he  had  in  forming  the  present  Constitution, 
and  promoting  its  adoption.  I  know  that  the  Con- 
Tention  at  Annapolis,  to  regulate  our  trade,  prin- 
cipilly  originated  from  him;  I  know  that  the 
graud  Convention  which  formed  our  Constitution 
was  the  consequence  of  this,  and  originated  from 
him.  And,  here,  I  cannot  hesitate,  as  a  member  of 
a  bippy  community,  to  pay  that  tribute  of  gratitude 
and  thanks,  which  my  heart  has  always  felt  to  the 
nun,  whose  councils  and  exertions  have  been  so  in- 
stru  men  till  to  our  happiness. 

Mr.  Chairman,  while  I  agree  with  my  colleague, 
ihdt  the  first  essays  from  which  our  Constitution 
iioie  had  relation  only  to  our  trade ;  he  will,  I  am 
sare,  acknowledge  that  this  was  not  the  only  ob- 
ject for  which  the  grand  Convention  met,  he  will 
acknovvledge  that  this  is  not  the  principal  object 
contemplated  by  the  Constitution.  The  power  of 
regulating  commerce  is  an  inferior  power  vested 
with  much  more  important  powers  in  the  Con- 
gref»  of  the  United  iStates.  But,  sir,  I  need  not 
make  a  comparison  between  the  various  powers  of 
Congress.  What  does  this  sovereiffu  act  of  the 
people  declare  to  be  their  intention ;  I  need  only  re- 
peat their  words : 

"  We,  the  people  of  the  ITnited  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  Union,  establish  justice,  insure  do- 
mestic tranquility,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
pFumote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and 
eitabliih  this  OoDstitutioa  for  the  United  Sutes  of 
America." 

In  these  words,  we  see  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people  exercised  on  one  of  those  occasions  which 
1  have  before  stated  in  forming  a  Government,  and 
we  hear  the  purposes  for  which  they  formed  iL  Ii 
does  not  say  that  it  was  formed  to  regulate  our 
commerce.  The  people  had  more  important  ob- 
jecls  in  view.  I  do  not  think,  therefore,  that  so 
much  stress  ought  to  be  laid  on  this  idea,  as  gentle- 
men have  been  inclined  to  bestow  on  it. 

Bat,  having  been  induced  to  go  buck  to  the  pe- 
riod which  gave  birth  to  our  Constitution,  I  shall 
be  excused,  if,  before  I  return  to  the  present  sub- 
ject,] take  a  review  of  the  then  exi^sting  circum- 
sUnces  of  tlie  United  States.  We  had  then  a  Go- 
yernment  contemned  abroad,  and  despised  at  home, 
incapable  of  commanding  the  respect  of  foreign 
natiuQs  or  the  obedience  of  our  own  citizens.  Its 
credit  was  sunk  abroad  and  at  home.  Debts  were 
kccumulating  in  Europe  and  in  America.  Our 
coQtDcrce  was  almost  annihilated,  our  ufrriculture 

•^n;>'uished,  paper  tenders  existed  in  some  2State:», 


the  ties  of  confidence  between  man  and  man,  and, 
consequently,  the  ties  of  morality  were  broken 
asunder ;  nay,  animosities  between  the  States  be- 
gan to  prevail,  instead  of  fraternal  concord.  Such 
was  the  situation  of  the  United  States,  and  to  re- 
medy these  evils  was  the  Constitution  made.  Has 
it  not  produced  the  intended  effects  ?  That  it  haa, 
I  need  only  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  every  fellow- 
citizen  who  hears  me.  1  should,  therefore,  un- 
necessarily take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee  in 
enumerating  the  various  blessings  which  it  haa 
showered  on  our  country.  I  will  only  mention 
the  stimulus  which  our  agriculture  has  received. 
In  traveling  through  the  various  parts  of  the 
United  States,  I  find  fields,  a  few  years  ago,  waste 
and  uncultivated,  filled  with  inhabitants,  and  co- 
vered with  harvests ;  new  habitations  reared,  con- 
tentment in  every  face,  plenty  on  every  board,  con- 
fidence is  restored,  and  every  man  is  safe  under  his 
own  vine  and  his  own  fig  tree,  and  there  is  none  to 
make  him  afraid.  To  produce  this  effect,  was  the 
intention  of  the  Constitution,  and  not  solely  to 
regulate  our  trade,  and  it  has  succeeded.  But  I 
feel  myself  wandering  from  the  subject 

The  Committee  will  readjly  perceive  that  I  have 
been  led  into  my  last  observations,  because,  gentle- 
men have  assigned,  as  an  important  reason  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolutions,  that  the  Constitution  had 
been  principally  framed  with  a  view  to  this  object. 
I  think  I  have  shown  that  too  much  importance  haa 
been  given  to  this  idea. 

I  think  my  colleague  also  observed,  that  if  the 
measures  he  had  now  proposed  w^ere  not  adopted 
at  this  time,  after  a  new  election,  and  a  full  repre- 
sentation of  our  fellow-citizens,  he  would  despair 
of  ever  seeing  them  succeed ;  and  I  think  he  as- 
signed this  reason,  and  it  gave  me  pain  when  he 
uttered  it,  that  the  subjects  of  Britain,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  interest  they  had  in  our  trade  and 
in  our  pecuniary  institutions,  would  acquire  a  pre- 
dominant influence  over  our  public  councils.  This 
idea  was  more  fully  dilated  upon  by  a  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  FiNDLEr.]  The  danger 
of  this  influence  seemed  to  be  the  principal  reason 
why  he  wished  to  lessen  our  commercial  inter- 
course with  Britain.  The  gentleman,  perhaps,  did 
not  pereeive  the  full  extent  of  this  observation.  It 
wounds  deeply,  in  my  opinion,  the  Republican 
principle ;  and  I  am  sure  neither  of  them  intend- 
ed to  do  this.  It  goes  to  deny  the  competency 
of  the  people  to  govern  themselves.  It  goes  to 
assert  that  we  are  better  judges  of  the  future  exi- 
gencies of  the  society  than  those  who  will  live  after 
us.  The  people,  on  former  occasions  have  been 
found  possessed  of  virtue  and  knowledge  equal  to 
the  preservation  of  their  liberties  and  interests. 
What  right  have  we  to  s^iy  that,  hereafter,  they 
will  be  less  wise  and  less  virtuous  ?  Let  me  again 
recur  to  former  experience.  At  the  commencement 
of  our  struggle  with  Britain,  they  cert^tinly  had  all 
the  commercial  influence  over  us  which  the  mo- 
nopoly of  our  trade  could  give.  What  did  it 
amount  to  ?  It  neiiher  damped  our  courage,  nor 
ciiecked  our  unanimity ;  and  why  suppose  less  vir- 
tue in  our  citizens  now  that  we  have  become  free, 
and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  order  and  good  Gk)vern- 
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inent,  than  when  we  existed  in  the  Colonial  de- 
pendence ? 

The  same  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
another  of  my  colleagues,  [Mr.  Nicholas,]  expa- 
tiated largely  on  the  mischiefs  of  credit.  My  col- 
league, however,  very  justly  and  frankly  ncknowl* 
edged,  that  it  was  questionable  how  fur  Govern- 
ment had  a  right  to  interfere  in  the  pecuniary 
concerns  of  individuals.  But,  whatever  may  be 
the  mischiefs  of  credit,  I  do  not  think  they  will  be 
prevented  by  sumptuary  laws,  or  laws  which  may 
be  calculated  to  operate  that  way;  and  I  doubt  the 
consistency  of  such  laws  with  civil  liberty.  There 
is  only  one  remedy  which  occurs  to  me — it  is  a 
proper  administration  of  justice  between  man  and 
man.  Establish  this;  compel  every  individual  to 
pay  his  debts:  when  this  is  done,  the  society  will 
nave  no  reason  to  limit  his  expenses,  or  to  appre- 
hend evil  from  his  example,  fiut  this  important 
part  of  social  police  belongs  peculiarly  to  the  State 
Governments ;  they  have  the  only  effectual  means 
of  preventing  the  mischiefs  of  credit  and  preserving 
the  purity  of  morals.  Congress  have  not  the  power 
of  changing  the  municipal  regulations  or  the  judi- 
cial estaoliithments  of  the  respective  States. 

It  has  not  been  asserted,  that  our  treaties  of  com- 
merce have  produced  us  any  advant^iges  as  yet. 
Our  principal  and  most  beneficial  intercourse,  it 
has  been  proved,  is  with  those  nations  with  which 
we  have  no  treaties.  Our  treaty  with  France  has, 
in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  operated  to  our  in- 

i'ury  in  a  two-fold  degree.  The  asylum  given  to 
Trench  privateers  in  our  ports,  has  covered  our 
coasts  with  ihem,  and  has  therefore  prevented  the 
ships  belonging  to  nations  which  are  most  accus- 
tomed to  trade  with  us,  and  buying  our  surplus 
produce,  notwithstanding  the  prodigious  demand  for 
part  of  it  in  Europe.  I  believe  that,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  this,  perhaps  combined  with  other  causes, 
has  produced  an  astonishing  depression  of  the  price 
of  our  tobacco  and  grain.  In  Europe,  the  only  ad- 
vantage which  we  had  in  return  for  these  injuries, 
we  have  been  deprived  of;  the  treaty  has  there  been 
violated  by  France,  but  every  American  will  readily 
acknowledge,  very  properly  violated,  when  he  con- 
siders the  necessity  and  imperious  circumstances  of 
the  ease. 

Grentlemen  have  said,  we  ought  to  pass  these 
resolutions  to  express  our  gratitude  for  services 
formerly  rendered  to  us  by  the  French  nation.  As 
to  the  virtues  of  generosity  and  gratitude,  they  are 
godlike  attributes ;  they  belong,  I  believe,  more  to 
neayen  than  to  earth ;  they  are  rarely  seen  among 
individual  men,  and  more  rarely  felt  by  nations; 
and  it  has  been  acknowledged,  I  think,  m  the  Na- 
tional Convention  itself,  that  the  assistance  we 
received  was  rendered,  not  so  much  for  our  sakes, 
as  to  weaken  a  dangerous  and  powerful  rival. 
But,  gentlemen  hare  sjud,  though  we  may  not 
have  derived  any  peculiar  commercial  advantages 
as  yet  from  our  intercourse  with  France,  that  we 
have  every  reason  to  expect  the  greatest  advan- 
tages hereafter,  from  the  fraternal  regard  expressed 
by  their  present  Government  to  us,  and  the  simili- 
tude of  its  principles  to  ours.  If  the  French  nation 
feels  this  friendly  disposition  towards  as — and  I 


verily  believe  they  do,  because  they  say  they  do^ 
our  Constitution  has  provided  the  means,  by  vest- 
ing adequate  powers  in  the  President  and  Senate, 
of  meeting  them  on  the  ground  of  a  new  treaty, 
and  I  rely  with  full  confidence  on  this  subject,  on 
the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  Constitational 
authority.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  think  the  gentlemen 
spoke  accurately,  when  they  mentioned  the  simili- 
tude of  the  principles  of  the  present  French  Con- 
stitution to  our&  But,  supposing  the  resemblance 
existed — which,  I  shall  presently  show,  does  not— 
have  we  any  reason  to  conclude,  from  the  past 
history  of  nations,  that  such  a  resemblance  neees- 
sarily  begets  friendship  and  cordiality?  History 
exhibits  the  fact  difi*er6ntly.  Witness  the  wan 
between  Carthage  and  Rome :  the  jealousies  and 
wars  between  the  different  Republios  of  Greece : 
witness  our  own  experience,  the  animosities  which 
began  to  arise  between  the  States,  previous  to  the 
adoption  of  the  present  Government,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  producing  that  adoption.  The  truth  is, 
nations,  in  their  intercourse  with  one  another,  re- 
gard nothing  but  their  interest;  hence  the  alliance 
so  frequent  between  Commonwealths  and  Mo- 
narchies, more  frequent  than  between  Common- 
wealths themselves. 

But,  as  peculiar  emphasis  is  laid  on  the  simili- 
tude of  the  principles  of  the  French  Government 
to  the  principles  of  ours,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
applying  the  principal  traits  of  their  Government 
to  our  situation.  Their  Republic  is  one  and  indi- 
visible ;  our  Republic  consists  of  sovereign  States, 
having  extensive  and  important  local  jurisdictions, 
and  a  diversity  of  laws  and  interests.  Does  osr 
Republic,  then,  resemble  that  of  France,  in  this 
leading  feature?  Consolidation  these  States  have 
ever  deemed  fatal  to  their  liberties  and  happiness, 
and  he  would  be  deemed  a  traitor  to  his  country 
who  should  propose  to  render  our  Republic  one 
and  indivisible.  So  jealous  are  the  States  on  this 
head,  that  they  have  generally  demanded  an  alter- 
ation in  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  sub- 
jects them  to  suits  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Senate  has  already  sent,  for  oar 
consideration,  an  amendment  to  that  effect.  The 
French  Executive  is  plural ;  their  LfOgisUture  is 
single.  This  idea  is  counter  to  the  practice  of 
almost  all  the  States,  and  to  the  division  of  powers 
in  our  Constitution.  Will  any  gentleman  say  that 
such  a  form  of  Government  is  suited  to  our  ideas 
and  our  circumstances  ?  Is  every  part  of  the  United 
States  in  a  situation  to  extend  the  idea  of  equality 
as  far  as  it  has  been  carried  in  France  ?  I  believe 
no  gentleman  will  say  it  is.  The  conflagrations, 
the  desolations,  and  the  bloody  scenes  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, might  also  then  be  exhibited  on  our  peaceful 
and  happy  plains. 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  not  any  gentleman  misun- 
derstand me ;  let  not  any  gentleman  suppose,  when 
I  show  that  there  is  no  similarity  between  our 
Government  and  the  French  Constitution,  that  I 
mean  to  derogate  from  the  wisdom  of  the  latter. 
I  only  mean  to  prove  that  their  Government  is 
not  like  ours,  and  would  not  suit  us.  The  French 
are  a  brave,  a  generous,  and  enlightened  nation. 
'  They  have  performed  the  most  brilliant  achieve- 
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ments  on  the  records  of  man ;  they  hare  hroken 
the  chains  of  despotism;  they  have  obliterated 
hierarchical  and  feudal  tyranny ;  they  have  exer- 
cised that  power  which  belongs  to  all  nations,  of 
establishing  a  Qovernment  suited  to  their  own 
circumstances;  they  deserve  to  be  happy  under 
it,  and  I  pray  that  they  may  be  so.  But,  sir,  as  it 
has  been  so  fashionable  to  bring  into  our  view 
comparisons  between  different  nations,  I  hope  I 
shall  be  indulged  when  I  compare  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  States  in  America,  to  the  British 
Government  If  any  similitude  exists  between 
the  American  Governments  and  foreign  Govern- 
ments, the  resemblance  most  strongly  relates  to 
the  British  Government  Their  Executive  is  sin- 
gle, their  Legislative  is  divided  into  two  Houses. 
Sach  are  'geuerally  the  outlines  of  our  Govern- 
ments; we  have  only  improved  on  the  British 
model^  by  rendering  our  public  functionaries  more 
responsible  to  the  people.  We  have  abolished 
feudal  rights,  we  have  abolished  perpetuities ;  and 
there  is  no  remnant  of  the  ancient  system  of  things 
among  us,  except  that,  in  some  States,  lands  are 
onjustJy  exempted  from  the  payment  of  debts.  To 
be  sure,  every  part  of  a  man^s  property  should 
answer  his  obligations ;  the  law  of  reason  and  the 
law  of  morality  require  it :  and  soon,  I  hope,  that 
this  stain  on  American  principles  will  be  forever 
removed. 

When  I  state  these  facts — and  I  think  they  can- 
not be  denied — I  do  not  mean  to  justify  the  con- 
duct of  the  Cabinet  of  Britain.  I  feel  resentment, 
as  strong  as  any  other  gentleman  for  the  retention 
of  the  Western  posts.  I  suspect  them  of  unfriendly 
offices,  both  with  regard  to  our  Indian  war,  an^ 
with  regard  to  the  depredations  committed  on  our 
trade  by  the  Algerine  corsairs.  But  I  am  not  sent 
here  to  indulge,  at  all  hazards,  my  resentments ; 
but  to  provide  for  the  welfare  of  my  country,  in 
the  best  manner  that  circumstances  will  permit 
I  shall  be  ready  to  join  gentlemen  in  any  mea- 
sures to  bring  Great  Britain  to  an  explanation  of 
all  the  injuries  which  we  may  suppose  we  have 
received  from  her.  If  she  refuses  to  do  us  justice, 
we  may  then,  and  it  will  then  be  time  enough  to 
determine  on  the  measures  proper  to  be  pursued. 
We  have  always  ample  means  of  redress  within 
our  power,  without  resorting  to  the  proposed  mea- 
iares. 

But,  sir,  dismissing  our  resentment  against  the 
Cabinet  of  Britain — separating  the  people  from  the 
Court,  the  community  from  the  Administration — 
let  us  dispassionately  look  back  on  their  history. 
Caesar  and  Tacitus,  in  the  ages  in  which  they 
lived,  tell  us  that  this  people  had  a  high  sense  and 
Were  ever  jealoqs  of  their  liberties.  Coming 
down  to  periods  more  within  our  knowledge,  we 
find  them  struggling  with,  and  gradually  shaking 
off  the  ecclesiastic  and  feudal  tyranny,  which 
lud  overwhelmed  the  rest  of  Europe.  Little  more 
tban  a  century  ago,  we  see  them  bringing  one  ty- 
nnt  to  the  scaffold,  and  banishing  another.  In 
this  little  comer  of  the  globe  alone,  in  the  dark 
ages  of  the  world,  when  ignorance,  superstition, 
and  oppression,  had  enveloped  Asia,  Africa,  and 
Durope,  the  flame  of  liberty  was  kept  alive.    To 


them  we  are  indebted  for  our  knowledge  of  civil 
rights  and  civil  liberty,  and  the  institutions  most 
favorable  to  them.  From  them  we  derive  the 
foundations  of  our  laws ;  from  them  both  we  and 
the  French  have  derived  the  inestimable  trial  by 
jury.  The  forefathers  of  New  England,  (who 
have  established  in  that  country  the  wisest  insti- 
tutions, for  the  perpetuation  of  human  liberty,  and 
human  happiness,  which  the  world  has  ever  seen,) 
driven  away  by  the  then  existing  tyranny  of  Eng- 
land, brought  with  them  that  flame  which  has 
animated  and  illuminated  the  gloomy  forests  of 
America,  and  spread  from  thence  a  beam  of  light 
to  France.  Every  generous  American  will  ex- 
cuse me,  I  am  sure,  when  I  do  not  permit  my  re- 
sentments to  the  Cabinet  of  Britain  to  destroy 
altogether  my  respect  for  a  people  who  were  the 
champions  of  liberty,  when  no  other  champions 
existed,  and  who,  I  hope,  will  never  consent  to  be 
slaves. 

I  have  taken  up  much  time  of  the  Committee ; 
much  remains  to  be  said;  I  will,  however,  add 
but  little.  It  would  be  a  copious  subject  to  inquire 
into  the  capacity  of  different  countries  to  supply 
themselves  with  those  articles  which  the  United 
States  are  most  capable  of  furnishing.  Also,  what 
new  sources  of  supply  might  be  opened  to  Great 
Britain,  if  we  stopped  our  intercourse  with  her ; 
and,  in  that  case,  what  other  countries  will  be  in 
a  capacity  to  buy  what  we  can  spare,  or  furnish 
us  with  what  we  may  want  We  do  not  know 
what  new  countries  may  be  improved,  nor  how 
far  the  old  may  be  inclined  to  turn  their  attention 
to  agriculture.  This  subject  involves  the  whole 
economy  of  nations ;  perhaps  it  surpasses  the 
knowledge  of  any  gentleman  to  develop  it  I 
Confess  that  I  am  wholly  incompetent  to  the  task. 
May  it  not,  therefore,  be  the  wisest  policy  of  the 
nation,  which  is  in  its  infancy,  in  strength,  in  arts, 
and  manufactures,  to  leave  things  in  that  course 
in  which  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  world 
have  placed  them,  and  which  continually  adds  to 
its  pros{^erity?  It  is  certain  that,  within  four  years 
past,  our  manufactures  and  navigation  have  in- 
creased prodigiously,  under  the  existing  system  of 
commerce.  Our  coasting  trade,  being  secured  to 
our  citizens,  is  operating  rapidly  to  increase  Ame- 
rican seamen  and  American  tonnage.  If  the  pre- 
sent state  of  union  and  prosperity  continues,  this 
will  be  a  continually  increasing  and  powerful  nur- 
sery of  shipping  and  of  seamen.  I  believe  that  it 
is  a  fact,  that  the  intercourse  of  the  different  parts 
of  Great  Britain  with  each  other,  is  regarded  in  that 
country  as  a  more  important  nursery  of  seamen 
than  all  their  foreign  commerce.  This  certainly 
depends  very  much  on  their  coal  trade ;  and  when 
coal  becomes  a  common  fuel  among  us,  we  have 
the  same  means  of  increasing  our  shipping  and 
seamen. 

It  is  certainly  worthy  of  inquiry,  whether  it  be 
wise  to  divert  the  attention  of  our  citizens  from 
agriculture  to  other  pursuits?  Whether  agricul- 
ture be  not  the  employment  most  favorable  to 
virtue  and  morality;  and,  consequently,  to  the 
happiness  and  stability  of  society  ?  And  whether 
agriculture,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  be  ' 
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not  the  roost  profitable  as  well  as  the  most  happy 
pursuit  for  American  citizens?  It  is  worthy  of 
mquiry,  whether  the  protection  of  Great  Britain 
from  invasion  and  subjugation,  depending  on  her 
maritime  force,  it  can  be  expected  that  she  will 
relax  her  Navigation  Act,  which  alone  supports  and 
cherishes  the  means  of  her  safety,  and  whether  it 
ought  to  be  expected  ?  It  Is  worthy  of  inquiry,  in 
case  she  should  counteract  the  proposed  regula- 
tions, whether  war  may  not  be  the  consequence, 
our  revenue  be  destroyed,  and  with  these  our  public 
credit  and  our  agriculture ;  nay,  our  Government 
itself?  On  these  subjects,  though  important  and 
copious  in  the  extreme,  I  will  not  enlarge. 

At  least,  before  we  enter  into  measures  which 
may  endanger  our  peace  and  our  revenue,  we 
ought  to  provide  the  means  of  defence,  and  to  in- 
sure to  every  person,  by  the  provision  of  ample 
Ainds,  the  property  which  the  laws  have  guaran- 
teed to  him.  Until  gentlemen  shall  propose  some 
effectual  measure  of  this  sort,  it  will  be  highly  im- 
proper to  hazard  the  safety  and  credit  of  our  Go- 
Temment  on  the  contingencies  of  experiments. 
One  truth  I  know :  that,  in  the  present  course  of 
things,  we  may  enjoy  a  greater  share  of  prosperity 
than  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  other  people.  I 
know,  also,  that  strong  as  nature  has  made  us  on 
the  defensive — humbling  and  painful  as  the  idea 
may  be  to  some — compared  with  the  nations  of 
Europe,  we  are  but  an  atom  in  point  of  strength, 
in  European  politics.  I  see,  too,  Europe  convulsed 
to  its  foundations,  and  furnishing  no  certain  clue 
to  guide  our  conduct  I  see  America,  at  the  same 
time,  rapidly  increasing  in  wealth  and  strength. 
Under  such  circumstances  and  such  impressions, 
it  is  my  duty  to  oppose  the  resolutions  under  con-? 
sideratioQ.  Permit  me  to  add  a  word  concerning 
myself:  I  am  a  farmer;  I  derive  only  a  compe- 
tence from  the  tillage  of  the  earth  ;  I  can.  there- 
fore, have  no  interest  distinct  from  that  of  the 
society. 

Mr  Smilie  rose  to  take  some  notice  of  a  few 
observations  which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
last  up,  [Mr.  Lee.]  That  gentleman  (he  said) 
had  laid  down  a  set  of  principles  on  which  he 
founded  his  argument.  He  had  said  that  every 
society  had  a  right  to  form  the  Government  which 
they  conceived  best  suited  to  their  circumstances. 
Granted;  and,  also,  that  every  Government  that 
exists  is  the  best  for  the  people  governed  by  it; 
this  he  could  not  agree  to. 

[Here  Mr.  Lee  interrupted  Mr.  Smilie  to  ex- 
plain. He  stated  that  his  assertion  was,  that,  as 
we  claim  a  right  to  choose  our  own  Government^ 
we  ought  not  to  deny  to  other  nations  the  same 
nght^and  ought  to  presume  that  every  nation  has 
that  best  suited  to  its  particular  situation,  of  which 
each  is  the  best  judge.] 

Mr.  Smilie  continued,  by  inquiring  how  it  is 
possible  for  nations  groaning  under  all  the  fetters 
of  despotism,  awed  by  standing  armies,  and  wasted 
by  taxation,  to  choose  the  Government  which 
they  might  believe  best  suited  them.  The  gen- 
tleman did  not  fear  the  influence  of  a  nation  hold- 
ing considerable  interest  in  our  funds;  the  gene- 
rally approved  maxim,  that  the  borrower  is  a  ser- 


vant to  the  lender,  however,  is  a  strong  ground 
for  that  fear.  He  was  surprised,  he  owned,  thtt 
the  gentleman  should  attempt  a  comparison  be- 
tween our  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain, 
and  assert  that  there  is  a  strong  resemblance. 

Great  Britain  has  no  Constitution  but  the  will 
of  the  Legislature;  in  this  respect  a  radical  dif- 
ference exists.  He  confessed  be  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  eulogium  on  the  British  nation  that  had 
just  fallen  from  that  gentleman.  Csssar  and  Ta- 
citus had  been  quoted  to  prove  that  they  were 
lovers  of  liberty.  The  Germans,  at  the  time  al- 
luded to,  also  had  some  notions  of  liberty ;  and 
now,  he  believed,  they  could  not  be  called  patterns 
for  freemen.  The  execution  of  Charles  I.  was 
also  mentioned  to  show  their  passion  for  liberty; 
but  has  not  the  SOth  of  January  obtained  a  place 
in  their  calendar?  There  was  a  time  when 
England  could  boast  a  band  of  patriots,  but  thej 
were  crushed  by  tjrranny;  our  forefathers  fled 
from  that  tyranny,  from  that  country,  now  ex- 
tolled as  the  fairest  seat  of  that  heavenly  godde^ 
Liberty.  There  was  a  time,  he  repeated,  when 
that  country  could  boast  a  spark  of  the  flame ;  but 
then  they  selfishly  wished  to  keep  it  to  themselves. 
Were  they  lovers  of  liberty  when  they  insisted 
npon  legislating  for  this  Continent?  Have  they 
shown  themselves  lovers  of  liberty  and  justice  by 
breaking  our  treaty^  by  withholding  our  posts, 
seizing  our  ships,  attempting  to  starve  France,  by 
infringing  the  Law  of  Nations,  in  preventing  our 
vessels  from  carrying  thither  provisions,  exciting 
the  Indians  to  murder  us,  letting  loose  the  Alge- 
rines  upon  us?  These  are  their  deeds,  and  this  is 
the  nation  we  are  called  upon  to  love. 

Mr.  Lee  rose  to  set  the  gentleman  right  He 
did  not  say  that  our  Governments  are  like  that  of 
Great  Britain,  but  only  that  they  are  more  like  it, 
in  form,  than  like  that  of  Prance.  He  said  ex- 
pressly, that  we  had  improved  on  the  British 
model,  by  abolishing  feudal  tenures  and  perpetui- 
ties, and  by  rendering  the  public  functionaries 
more  responsible  to  the  people.  He  did  not  bold 
Great  Britain  up  as  a  pattern ;  yet  who  can  say 
that  they  were  not  the  freest  nation  in  Europe 
before  the  French  revolution  ?  He  advocated  the 
principle  of  letting  every  nation  judge  for  itself, 
and  not  attempt  Quixotically  to  ]il>erate  the  world. 
If  a  nation  has  not  energy  to  become  free,  they  de- 
serve to  be  slaves.  When  ripe  for  freedom,  they 
will  soon  burst  their  chains  asunder.  Prance,  from 
the  depths  of  despotism,  had  sprung  into  freedom, 
without  extraneous  assistance,  and  so  will  the 
Turks  when  ripe  for  its  enjoyment 

Mr.  Moore  next  arose,  and  expressed  himself  a3 
follows : 

If  an*  apology  is  necessary  from  any  member 
of  this  House,  it  is  from  me.  I  am  sure  non^ 
have  less  knowledge  of  commerce.  My  princi- 
pal object  in  rising  is  to  answer  some  of  the  argu- 
ments used  by  my  colleague.  He  has  set  out  with 
stating  that  every  nation  has  a  right  to  make  such 
regulations  as  will  promote  their  own  interest  It 
is  true,  but  does  it  follow  that  we  are  to  adopt 
such  only  as  will  suit  us,  were  we  wholly  uncon- 
nected with  Great  Britain?    If  their  regulations 
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op€rtte  against  us,  shall  we  not  counteract  them  t 
And  shall  we  continue  to  suffer  the  injury,  under 
the  idea  that,  as  a  nation  they  have  the  right  to 
pursue  their  interest  f    He  has  stated  an  obserra^ 
tion  made  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  the 
credit  obtained  in  Great  Britain  might  influence 
our  councils..     This,  he  says,  is  supposing  they 
vill  have  less  iDtegrity  than  ourselves.     Sir,  our 
importing  merchant  obtaining  a  credit,  his  selling 
on  credit  to  the  merchants  in  the  country,  they  re- 
tailing to  the  citizens  on  credit,  may  form  such  a 
connexion  of  dependency  as  may  be  injurious. 
Whatever  may  be  the  natural  integrity  of  men, 
they  are  imperceptibly  led  to  favor  their  own  in- 
terest   Under  such  circumstances,  I  should  not 
willingly  trust  myself;  I  am  not  disposed  to  trust 
others.    But  the  argument  was  only  intended  to 
show  that  the  credit  our  merchants  obtained  in 
Britain  was  not  to  our  advantage.    He  has  drawn 
comparisons  between  the  French  and  British  and 
oar  ConstitutionsL     It  is  enough  for  us,  that  the 
French    Constitution    has    liberty  for    its  basis. 
From  such  a   source  we  have  a  right  to  expect 
justice  and  reciprocity  in  our  commerce.     They 
hare  already   manifested  a  disposition   to  enter 
into  regulations  founded  on  those  principles.     The 
reasonings  on  this  question  I  do  not  well  under- 
stand.    They  no  doubt  have  their  force.      I  am 
obliged,  in  making  up  my  mind,  to  take  more  fa- 
miiiar  reasonings  I^r  my  guide,  not  understanding 
the  comprehensive  view  gentlemen   have    taken 
of  the  subject     I  do  not  think  that  the  compari- 
60Q  drawn  between  our  and  the  French  Constitu- 
tion, or  the  oomparison   drawn  between   the  re- 
strictions and   advantages    between  France  and 
Great  Britain,  will  warrant  any  conclusion  for  or 
igaingt  the  proposition*    If  we  have  made  a  com- 
nwcial  treaty  with  France  that  is   unfavorable 
uid  operates  to  our  disadvantage,  it  is  no  reason. 
It  lays  us  under  no  obligation  to  submit  to  regu- 
jitions  adopted  by  any  other  nation  which  are  in- 
^rious.    Having  made  a  Commercial  Treaty  with 
France,  we  are  bound  to  observe  it. 

If  the  reasoning  founded  on  Britain^s  granting 
OS  equal  privileges  and  advantages  with  France 
*wMild  present  us  asking  more  of  Britain,  it  would 
prore  too  much.  It  would  prove  that  we  should 
D«ver  demand  an  advantageous  or  favorable  Treaty 
of  Commerce,  having  once  made  an  unfavorable 
one;  that  making  an  unfortunate  Treaty  gives  a 
claim  to  all  other  nations. 

I  have  formed  my  opinion  on  this  present  ques- 
tion, not  by  comparing  the  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages of  our  trade,  as  they  are  regulated  by 
<ufferent  nations,  but  by  inquiring  what  is  the  state 
of  our  commerce  with  particular  nations;  and 
whether,  from  our  commercial  relation,  we  have 
^a  right  to  expect  more  favorable  regulations  ? 
"hether  we  have  not  a  right  to  expect  the  remo- 
val of  restrictions  to  which  we  are  subject,  and  to 
ohtain  advantages  we  do  not  now  receive?  We 
bate  heen  informed  that  Britain  is  dependent  on 
^  for  many  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  They  are 
<iependent  on  us  for  those  raw  materials  by  which 
numbers  of  their  citizens  receive  employment^  and 
which  caoxu>t  be  obtained  from  any  other  quar- 


ter. If  this  is  a  true  state  of  the  case,  and  it  has 
not  been  controverted,  and  the  truth  of  it,  I  think, 
is  evident,  from  a  view  of  exports  to  that  country, 
have  we  not  a  right  to  expect,  a  right  to  claim,  a 
removal  of  those  unfavorable  restrictions!  If  this 
is  a  true  state  of  our  commerce,  would  not  Britain, 
were  all  the  regulations  on  Uie  footing  of  recipro* 
city,  have  the  advantage?  Their  trade  with  us 
is  of  necessity ;  theirs  to  os  may  be,  and  can  be, 
dispensed  with.  Numbers  of  them  depend  on  us 
for  their  very  subsistence.  Independent  of  their 
manufactures,  we  can  go  on  and,  I  believe,  prosper. 
I  do  not  believe  that  agriculture  or  manufactures 
would  sustain  even  a  check.  It  would,  no  doubt, 
be  some  degree  of  inconvenience  to  the  mer- 
cantile interest;  and  I  cannot  help  observing, 
that  gentlemen  have  been  loud  on  the  disadvan* 
tages  of  the  merchants  from  the  adoption  of  the 
principle  now  under  discussion.  I  must  regard 
the  merchant  only  as  an  intermediate  negotia- 
tor between  the  planter  and  manufacturer  and 
the  foreign  merchant  I  do  not  conceive  the 
loss  is  sustained  by  the  merchant.  It  is  sustained 
by  every  citizen  in  proportion  to  his  consumption. 
If  the  interest  of  agriculture  is  promoted,  the  mer- 
cantile interest  must  participate.  I  consider  the 
agricultural  interest  as  the  source,  and  cannot 
agree  that  the  mercantile  should  either  be  the  first 
or  only  object  of  our  attention.  And  suppose  a 
temporary  inconvenience  to  arise  from  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolutions,  I  think  they  ought  to  be 
adopted  when  intended,  and  I  think  it  is  evident 
to  any  person  who  will  contemplate  the  degree  in 
which  Great  Britain  is  dependent  on  the  United 
States  for  her  exports,  that  they  will  be  produc* 
tive  of  lasting  advantages.  Is  there  a  probability 
of  our  being  relieved  otherwise  than  by  our  own 
exertions?  Or  can  gentlemen  fix  the  boundary 
beyond  which  they  will  not  go,  in  their  restrictions, 
should  we  continue  to  acquiesce?  I  confess  I  ex- 
pect nothing  short  of  the  entire  profits  of  all  our 
labor  will  satisfy  them.  If  we  are  to  judge  of  the 
future  by  the  past,  and  I  do  not  think  we  have  a 
right  to  suppose  a  change  in  her  motives  or  prin- 
ciples, we  are  to  expect  regulations  which  will 
throw  into  the  pockets  of  her  citizens  all  the  pro- 
fits of  the  labor  of  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen  confess  her  Navigation  Act  operates 
against  us.  But  it  is  said  she  treats  us  as  she  does 
all  other  nations,  which,  to  me,  I  confess,  is  no 
reason  we  should  suffer  injustice.  Yet  not  con- 
tented with  the  restrictions  on  our  trade,  we  have 
it  in  proof  she  had  a  principal  and  unsolicited 
agency  in  the  late  truce,  whereby  our  vessels  are 
subjected  to  depredations  and  to  being  captured. 
I  will  not  say  what  was  their  principal  motive, 
but  it  is  another  means  of  throwing  into  their 
hands  an  additional  portion  of  our  carrying  trade. 
They  condemn  as  prize  goods  carrying  to  the  ports 
of  France.  Our  vessels  are  seized,  searched,  and 
detained  unnecessarily.  This  conduct  has  con- 
strained the  French^  in  their  own  defence,  to  adopt 
similar  regulations.  All  of  which  is  confessedly 
against  the  Law  of  Nations.  Their  forcing  or  en- 
ticing our  seamen  on  board  their  vessels,  is  cal- 
culated  to  increase  their  shipping  by  excluding 
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oars.  And  this  done,  whilst  vre  were  leaving 
trade  to  regulate  itself,  whilst  we  were  tamely 
submitting  to  their  restrictions. 

Under  these  circumstances,  wo  have  no  reason 
to  hope  for  a  favorable  change.  I  think  the  most 
distant  hope  cannot  be  entertained.  No  altema- 
tive  remains  but  an  entire  acquiescence,  or  avail- 
ing ourselves  of  the  peculiarly  favorable  circum- 
stances of  our  commercial  relations,  to  enforce  jus- 
tice. This  may  be  deemed  unjust  or  unequal 
amongst  nations ;  I  am  sure  it  would  not  amongst 
individuals.  He  who,  in  merchandizing,  is  ex- 
changing a  necessary  of  life  to  the  person  who 
needs,  and  could  not  be  supplied  from  any  other 
quarter,  for  property  of  inferior  demand,  would 
not  submit  to  have  the  terms  of  exchange  dictated 
to  him.  He  would  avail  himself  of  circumstances 
to  enforce  justice  or  refuse  the  exchange.  Why 
we  should  not,  as  a  nation,  assume  a  similar  con- 
duct, I  know  not. 

Counter  regulations  are  apprehended.  I  wish 
the  gentleman  had  pointed  out  what  regulations 
they  can  adopt  which  will  not  operate  more  against 
them  than  us.  I  believe  it  cannot  be  done.  War 
is  also  apprehended.  It  has  not  before  been  sug- 
gested. I  believe  it  is  not  seriously  apprehended. 
As  an  independent  nation,  can  our  doing  what 
Great  Britain  has  done  before  us^-can  our  doing 
what  we  have  a  right  to  do  as  an  independent  na- 
tion, give  offence?  If  this  should  be  made  the 
cause  of  war,  we  may  rest  assured  it  was  pre-deter- 
mined,  and  that  nothing  we  could  do  would  pre- 
vent it  I  believe  the  only  way  to  cause  a  war  is 
by  tame  submission,  and  to  prevent  it,  is  to  use 
our  rights,  uninfluenced  by  a  fear  either  of  coun- 
ter-regulations or  war. 

It  was  then  moved  to  adjourn  the  Committee. 
Mr.  W.  Smith  wished  to  speak  to  the  resolutions. 
But  Mr.  Clark  observed,  that  the  time  of  the 
Committee  was  pretty  for  spent,  and  he  believed 
the  gentleman  would  go  into  the  subject  at  con- 
siderable length.  He  would  therefore  submit 
whether  it  was  not  better  to  defer  the  observa- 
tions, and  let  the  Committee  rise.  The  Committee 
then  rose,  the  Chairman  reported  progress^  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  B RATTY,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  for  completing  and  better  sup- 
porting the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  reported  several  amendments  thereto; 
which  wefe  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

FRENCH  VESSELS. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  House  should  take 
into  consideration  the  report  on  the  case  of  certain 
French  vessels  which  have  come  into  the  harbors 
of  the  United  States  from  St  Domingo,  and  had 
requested  an  exemption  from  the  common  ton- 
nage duties. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  that  we  had  no  right  to  take 
such  duties.  They  amounted  to  fifteen  thousand 
dollars ;  but,  if  it  was  an  hundred  thousand,  he 
would  give  it  all  back  again. 


Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  was  of  opinion  that  we  had  is 
good  a  right  to  the  tonnage  of  these  vessels  as  of 
any  others.  He  would  grant  the  desire  of  the  pe- 
titioners, not  as  a  matter  of  justice,  but  of  expe- 
diency and  humanity.  Many  of  these  vessels  had 
brought  with  them  valuable  cargoes,  which  wvn 
sold  in  this  country.  Several  of  the  ships  them- 
selves had  since  been  rotting  in  our  ports,  to  the 
great  loss  of  the  owners.  They  could  not  take 
away  any  of  the  produce  of  this  country. 

The  House  now  adjourned. 

Thursday,  January  23. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  completing  and  better  sop- 
porting  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

COMMERCE   OF  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  again  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  Resolutions  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Madison. 

Mr.  Dextrr  opened  the  debate.    He  said,  that 
it  was  somewhat  singular  to  observe,  that  the 
members  from  the  Eastern  States  were  generally 
opposed  to  the   resolutions,  though  it  was  com- 
monly understood  that  these  States  would  reap 
some  advantages  from  the  adoption  of  them  :  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the  members  from  the 
Southern  States  were,  for  the  most  part,  in  faror 
of  the  resolutions,  though  it  .was  expected  that 
their  constituents  were  to  suffer  by  them.    There 
could  not  be  a  more  striking  evidence,  that  the 
opposition  of  the  Eastern  members  originated  in 
the  purest  and  most  honorable  motives,  than  their 
thus  rejecting  the   prospect  of  benefit     It  was 
needless,  he  thought,  to  introduce  other  nations 
into  this  discussion  besides  Britain  and  America, 
since  the  question    in    fact  regarded  them  only. 
Retaliation  for  the  injuries  committed  by  Britain 
had  been  recommended.     But,  if  she  did  not  treat 
us  worse  than  she  treated  other  nations,  why  should 
we  retaliate  on  her,  when  there  was  no  particular 
discrimination  against  America?      If,  by  embra- 
cing these  resolutions,  there  was  a  prospect  of  im- 
proving the  manufactures  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States,  he  should  be  happy  to  support 
them.    But  if,  upon  discussion,  it  were  to  appear 
that  they  would  answer  no  such  end,  it  certainly 
could  not  be  regarded  as  a  mark  of  the  want  of 
patriotism  to  oppose  them.     He  could  not  sec  what 
advantage  America  was  to  reap  by  restricting  the 
navigation  and  manufactures  of  bne  foreign  na- 
tion, merely  to  favor  those  of  another.    If  we  buy 
British  manufactures  because  they  are  cheapest, 
to  make  resolutions  which  would  force  us  to  buy 
manufactures  that  are  dearer,  is  in  reality  a  tax. 
The  resolutions  tended  that  way.     He  oould  not 
discover,  upon  inquiry,  those  unjust  regulations 
which  Britain  was  said  to  have  established  against 
the  commerce  and  shipping  of  America.    If  other 
nations  have  not  seen  it  proper  to  retaliate,  why 
should  we  ?    If  attempts  of  this  nature  have  been 
made  without  success  in  Europe,  can  we  hope  to 
succeed?     Where    is  the  commercial  distinction 
made  against  America  by  Britain,  in  favor  of  the 
other  commercial  nations  of  the  earth  ?    There  is 
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Done.    Before  we  try  to  punish  another  country 
for  lajiog  restrictions  upon  our  trade,  we  ought 
to  look  into  our  own  conduct,  and  see  whether 
SQch  a  country  might  not,  with  equal  reason,  blame 
us?   Justice,  like  charity,  should  begin  at  home. 
There  was  a  resemblance  between    the  natural 
ind  political  body.    As  the  former  frequently  suf- 
fered from  bold  experiments  to  cure  it  of  a  dis- 
temper, so  the  latter  had  been  often  injured  by 
precipitate  endeavors    to  remove    its    evila     He 
doubted  whether  the  present  situation  of  America 
required  an  energetic  or  violent  interference  of 
the  Legislature  to  secure  its  welfare.     We  cannot 
forestall  the  growth  of  nature,  or,  by  forcing  our 
political  body  to  take  too  much  food,  bring  on 
miobood  before  its  proper  time.     The  period  of 
maturity  will  arrive ;  but  let  us  in  the  mean  time 
be  contented.    We  are  as  happy  as  perhaps  we 
ever  shall  be.    If  the  balance  of  trade  be  against 
Bs,  it  does  not  follow  that  we  are  losers  by  it. 
Tbe  balance  against  us  is  a  Foreijrn  Loan,  ex- 
pended for  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  and 
br  which  we  are  gaining,  perhaps,  an  hundred 
percent    It  is. said  that  Britain  lays  taxes  upon 
Amencan  trade  and  shipping.    But  this  is  only 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  and  not  for 
the  professed  design  to  injure  the  United  States. 
As  to  the  carrying  trade,  we  shall   never  grow 
rich  bj  that ;  but  it  deserves  to  be  cultivated,  for 
the  sake  of  improving  our  maritime  strength.     It 
vas  worth  while  for  poor  nations  to  court  i  t,  but 
it  could  never  be  an  object  with  a  country  like 
AiQerica.    We  are  able  to  do  much  better;  and 
ve  have  no  business  to  stretch  out  in  that  way. 
No  man  could  read  the  resolutions,  and  say,  that 
they  are  intended  for  that  purpose.      They  are 
plainly  levelled  against  Britain.  It  had  been  stated, 
that  the  total  manufactures  of   Britain  extended 
to  fifty-one  or  fifty-two  millions  sterling.    Of  this, 
America  took  off  two  millions.     Four  per  cent 
was  bat  a  trifle,  in  the  manufactures  of  Britain, 
ind  could  not  be  suoposed  to  influence  her  con- 
duct    A  member  [Mr.  Clark]  had  said  the  other 
^J,  that  in  consequence  of  the  alarm  spread  by 
our  non-importation  agreement,  the  stamp-act  bad 
formerly  been  repealed  by  Britain.    The  gentJe- 
mtn  certainly  knew,  that  there  were  much  more 
weighty  causes  for  rescinding  that  act    It  was 
viin  to  think  that  we  should  be  able  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  British  manufactures  into  this 
coontry.     They  would  be  sent  to  us    tiirough 
France.    It  was  not  easy  to  starve  the  British 
i^on.     It  had  been  said,  that  they  depended 
upon  America  for  the  raw  materials  of  some  of 
th«ir  Dianu&ctures.    But  in  case  we  quarrelled 
with  them,  it  was  possible  that  they  would  be 
^^  to  find  means  for  raising  raw  materials  at 
l^ome,  and  this  might  be  productive  of  many  bad 
eooiieqaeDces  to  America.    Retaliation  was  greatly 
to  be  apprehended.     It  had  yesterday  been  asked, 
with  grit  confidence,  by  a  gentleman,  in  what 
way  Britain  could  hurt  America?      It  might  be 
done  in  many  ways :  she  might  do  it  by  tonnage 
duty,  and  by  discriminating  duties.     That  Britain 
had  it  in  her  power  to  retaliate,  nobody  could 
oottbt   The  people  of  that  country  are  as  angry 


at  us  as  we  are  at  them,  in  regard  to  commercial 
restrictions.  When  the  bond  of  interest  is  once 
broken,  it  is  easy  to  get  into  a  war.  As  to  piracies 
committed  on  our  ships,  Mr.  D.  said,  that  he  felt 
for  the  prostrate  honor  of  his  country,  but  this  is 
not  the  proper  season  to  retaliate.  It  had  been 
said,  that  the  proposed  resolutions  would  force 
Britain  to  enter  into  a  Commercial  Treaty  with 
us.  He  had  great  doubts  about  the  bcDeflts  de- 
rived fi-om  such  transactions.  Though  he  must 
oppose  the  resolutions,  he  had  no  pr^ilcction  for 
Britain ;  and  he  felt  most  sensibly  her  injuries  to 
America. 

Mr.  Clark  conceived  himself  alluded  to,  as 
having  said  that  we  might  force  Britain  into  * 
Commercial  Treaty.  No,  sir,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  be- 
fore we  make  a  new  treatv,  let  them  execute  the  la$t 
that  they  made  toith  im,  by  giving  up  the  Western 
posts. 

Mr.  Dexter  replied,  that  he  never  had  meant  to 
refer  to  the  member  as  having  said  so.  He  made 
a  general  answer  to  such  observations  as  he  had 
heard  from  any  part  of  the  House.  He  had  only 
referred  to  Mr.  Clark  in  regard  to  the  stamp- 
act 

Mr.  Madison  next  rose  in  reply  to  some  re- 
marks made  by  Mr.  Dexter.  He  said,  that  he 
wondered  how  gentlemen  could  suppose  that  to 
be  tear  en  the  table.  Did  they  suppose  Britain  so 
unwise  or  so  unjust  as  to  declare  a  war?  Every 
consideration  of  interest  must  prevent  it.  He 
hoped  that  we  did  not  now  deliberate  as  a  Colo- 
ny, but  as  an  independent  people,  whose  measures 
were  not  to  be  dictated  by  any  other  Powers. 
What  could  Britain  gain  by  a  contest?  Would 
war  employ  her  starving  manufacturers  ?  Would 
war  furnish  provisions  to  her  West  India  Islands, 
which  in  that  case  must  also  starve  ?  Would  war 
give  employment  to  the  vessels  that  had  formerly 
imported  luxuries  to  America  ?  Were  Britain  to 
declare  war,  he  could  give  no  name  equal  to  her 
folly.  She  would  plunge  herself  ten  times  deeper 
in  the  difficulties  that  she  wanted  to  avoid.  Every 
counter-regulation  would  be  a  stroke  against  her- 
self. 

Mr.  Ahes  spoke  a  few  words  on  the  impropriety 
of  making  an  accusation  against  Britain,  without 
advancing  specific  facta  and  specific  evidence  to 
support  them. 

Mr.  Giles  commenced  his  remarks  by  observing 
that,  if  an  apology  had  been  deemed  necessary 
from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and  the  vote  he 
proposed  to  give  upon  it,  it  was  rendered  more  so 
from  the  eloquence  displayed  by  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  preceded  him,  [Mr.  Dexter,  of  Massa- 
chusetts.] The  gentleman  has  done  ample  justice 
to  one  side  of  the  subject,  and  he  was  sensible  the 
opposite  side,  in  his  hands,  would  suffer  by  the 
comparison.  He  proposed  under  his  present  im- 
pressions to  vote  for  the  general  proposition,  and 
such  of  the  resolutions  in  detail  as  would  carry  the 
general  principle  into  full  effect 

These  measures  contemplate  considerable  inno- 
vations in  the  existing  state  of  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States.    He  had  anticipated  the  gen- 
tleman last  up,  in  the  reflection  that  extensive  in- 
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novations  into  existing  systems  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed with  caation.  Calculations  upon  which  they 
are  founded,  should  be  adjusted  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  expected  object,  and  the  probable  efScacy 
of  the  means  proposed  to  be  used  for  its  attain- 
ment 

Hence  he  readily  admitted,  that  strong  reasons 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  measures  ought  to  be  ex« 
pected  before  their  adoption ;  and  any  possible 
hassrd  of  their  results  ought  to  be  amply  compen- 
sated, for  the  importance  of  the  end  to  be  attained. 

He  observed,  there  was  another  circumstance 
which  justified  an  apology.  The  mercantile  inte- 
rest of  the  United  States  will  be  the  most  immedi- 
ately affected  in  their  occupations  by  the  proposed 
measures,  and  the  gentlemen  of  this  House,  from 
this  scene  of  business,  seem  most  to  doubt  their  ex- 
pediency. 

We  have  been  told,  with  emphasis,  of  the  intelli- 
gence and  patriotism  of  the  merchants  of  America, 
and  it  is  admitted  that  the  truth  has  not  been  ex- 
ceeded. The  merchants  deserve  great  credit  for 
their  conduct  since  the  existence  of  the  present 
Government;  and  their  opinions  upon  this  subject 
ought  to  produce  additional  caution. 

It  should  be  remarked,  however,  that  merchants, 
like  all  other  descriptions  of  men,  are  influenced  in 
some  degree  by  existing  connexions,  formed  habits, 
and  consequent  prejudices ;  they  recoil  from  any 

gossible  interruption  in  the  usual  course  of  their 
usiness. 

They  magnify  every  hasard  arising  from  a 
change  in  the  direction  of  their  employment,  into 
certain  and  positive  loss.  Although,  therefore, 
their  opinions  ought  to  have  weight  and  produce 
caution,  yet  they  ought  not  to  command  a  decision 
from  others,  unattended  with  conviction.  For  if 
those  of  the  Committee,  not  of  this  description,  be 
compelled  to  decide  upon  the  present  question 
from  extraneous  mercantile  indications,  without  re- 
<)uiring  convictions  from  their  reasonings,  there  are 
indications  of  the  mercantile  scene  on  the  other 
aide  the  Atlantic,  operating  in  commendation  of  the 
propositions  with  as  much  force  as  those  on  this 
side  the  Atlantic,  in  opposition  to  them.  It  is 
remarkable  that  this  whole  description  of  men  are 
actively  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  proposed 
measures.  Their  sensations  upon  this  subject 
have  been  evidenced  by  their  anxious  attendance 
upon  the  progress  of  the  matter.  If  the  proposi- 
tions should  eventuate  in  a  national  commercial 
conflict,  the  inference  in  general  might  be  made, 
that  what  it  is  their  interest  to  prevent  it  is  our  in* 
terest  to  enact  The  British  Court  are  equally  sen- 
sitive upon  this  subject  They  have  at  several 
periods  manifested  their  alarms.  It  may  be  con- 
cluded that  these  sensations  have  arisen  from  the 
opinion  that  the  effects  of  the  propositions  will  be 
such  as  are  calculated  upon  by  the  favorers  of 
them.  He  was  unwilling,  however,  to  haxard  a 
vote  upon  any  extraneous  circumstances,  and  should 
look  into  the  merits  of  the  question. 

He  felt  that  some  apology  was  due  to  the  State 
and  district  whose  immediate  representative  he 
was.  Virginia  is  an  exporting  State,  without 
▼essels,  and  without  a  mercantile  capital,  equal  to 


the  employment  afforded  to  capital.  The  town  of 
Petersburg  exports  much  in  value  and  moch  in 
bulk ;  the  surrounding  country  grows  these  trti- 
cles;  vessels  and  capital  are  wanting  for  the  expor- 
tation of  this  produce.  Hence  the  proposed  meas- 
ures will  be  particularly  felt  for  some  time  bj  this 
part  of  the  United  States. 

He  relied,  however,  with  confldenoe  on  the  vi^ 
tue  and  patriotism  of  the  people,  and  should  act 
from  a  belief  that  they  would  even  rejoice  in  a 
temporary  inconvenience  with  a  view  to  permanent 
good ;  and  that  their  joy  would  not  be  diminished 
by  the  recollection  that  the  temporary  iil  which 
they  may  sustain  would  produce  a  temporary  ad- 
vantage to  their  Eastern  brethren,  without  ezclo- 
ding  them  from  a  full  participation  in  the  perman- 
ent good  to  be  expected. 

He  remarked,  that  he  h\i  the  more  diffidence 
upon  this  subject,  since  he  frankly  acknowledged 
that  he  did  not  possess  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  details  of  commerce,  and  did  not  propose  to 
make  any  material  addition  to  the  stock  of  mer- 
cantile information  now  before  the  Committee. 
He  proposed  to  use  the  facts  furnished  by  other 
gentlemen,  and  acknowledged  an  obligation  for 
the  information  they  contain.  He  proposed  to 
consider  the  subject,  in  the  various  shapes  it  had 
assumed  since  the  commencement  of  the  discus- 
sion, and  to  state  the  results  which  had  been 
formed  in  his  own  mind.  In  making  the  attempt, 
general  principles  will  be  resorted  to,  and  minute 
arithmetical  calculations  as  much  as  possible 
avoided. 

The  gentleman  who  first  favored  the  Committee 
with  his  remarks,  [Mr.  SMrra,  of  South  Carolina,] 
admonished  them  of  the  propriety  of  separating 
political  from  commercial  considerations  in  the 
course  of  discussion.  If  this  rule  had  been  rigidly 
enforced,  he  remarked  that  perhaps  three-fourths 
of  the  impressions  made  upon  his  mind  favorable 
to  the  propositions,  would  have  been  lopped  off 
without  consideration.  He  could  not  oonceiTe 
for  what  cause  the  political  should  be  separated 
from  the  commercial  part  of  the  subject  The 
propositions  nuiy  eventuate  in  a  change  in  the 
direction  of  the  business  of  one  whole  occupation 
in  society ;  a  change  of  the  disposition  of  the  ds- 
tk>n,  in  so  important  a  point,  must  have  a  very 
interesting  political  aspect,  as  it  relates  to  the  Go- 
vernment internally.  The  present  subject  ex- 
hibits an  important  political  feature,  as  it  relates 
to  the  external  connexions  of  the  Qovemroent 
with  foreign  nations.  If,  therefore,  it  should  be 
observed  as  a  rule  to  pass  upon  this  subject,  by 
excluding  from  view  all  the  political  considers* 
tions  connected  with  it,  the  role  would  include  an 
essential  omission  of  duty.  The  gentleman  him- 
self, however,  in  the  next  sentence,  furnished  an 
example  of  the  violation  of  the  precept  he  had  just 
prescribed,  by  calling  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  political  situation  of  the  United 
States,  at  this  delicate  crisis,  and  urging  this  cir- 
cumstance as  one  reason  against  the  adoption  of 
the  propositions.  The  gentleman  then  proceeded 
to  present  the  subject  in  two  points  of  view.  The 
one,  the  relative  conduct  of  France  and  Great 
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Britain  towards  the  United  States ;  the  other,  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United 
Sutes,  comparatively  with  other  foreign  nations. 
To  present  the  subiect  in  the  first  point  of  view, 
the  gentleman  furnished  an  anonymous  table,  cal- 
cnkted  to  a  date  anterior  to  the  commencement 
of  the  late  revolution  in  France.  As  the  only  his- 
tory of  this  table,  with  which  the  Committee  have 
been  favored,  was  that  it  was  the  compilation  of 
s  gentleman  of  considerable  mercantile  informa- 
tion, it  is  presumed  the  gentleman  will  not  be  sur- 
prised if  it  should  be  deemed  to  be  of  doubtful  au- 
thority; the  rather  as  it  was  the  ground  of  a 
severe  and  unmerited  crimination  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  report  is  now  under  consideration, 
and  who  it  is  believed  would  not  suffer  in  a  com- 
parison, in  point  of  intelligence,  accuracy,  or  pa- 
triotism, either  with  the  laborious  compiler  of  the 
table,  or  with  the  gentleman  who  has  been  judi- 
douslj  selected  for  its  interpreter. 

He  remarked,  that  the  table  bore  upon  the  face 
of  it  evident  marks  of  partiality,  and  instead  of 
banng  them  effaced,  they  were  aggravated  by  the 
eommeotator. 

One  irresistible  evidence  of  the  partiality  of  the 
table,  consists  in  asserting  that  American  ffour  is 
free  to  the  British  West  Indies,  and  excluding  from 
Tiev  the  absolute  monopoly  of  the  carriage,  and 
the  monopoly  of  contracts  for  returns. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  gentleman,  at  least,  can- 
not except  to  this  criticism  on  the  table,  because 
ooe  of  his  chief  censures  against  the  gentleman 
Those  report  is  before  the  Committee,  which  was 
even  carried  so  far  as  to  infer  improper  motives, 
arose  from  a  suggested  omission  in  the  report, 
which  will  be  found  upon  examination  to  be  wholly 
immaterial  An  evident  partiality  is  observable 
in  the  interpreter  of  the  table,  in  an  earnest  at- 
tempt to  establish  this  principle :  that  prohibitory 
doties  on  flour  in  Great  Britain  afforded  an  equal 
encouragement  of  the  article  by  commercial  regu- 
lations, with  a  free  importation  into  France,  or  at 
least  with  a  duty  admitted  by  the  gentleman  to  be 
too  trifling  to  be  counted.  The  commercial  ar- 
rangements of  France  in  this  particular,  leave  this 
article  upon  the  true  ground  of  competition  in  the 
growth  of  the  article ;  this  ground  of  competition 
is  destroyed  in  Great  Britain  by  commercial  re* 
strictions.  In  the  one  case,  competition  in  the 
inarket  is  all  that  could  be  reasonably  expected, 
aod  that  is  granted ;  in  the  other  case,  competition 
votild  be  alike  desirable,  and  there  it  is  provision- 
arily  excluded. 

Another  evidence  of  the  partiality  of  the  inter- 
preter of  the  table  consists  in  the  zealous  attempt 
to  establish  it  as  a  principle,  that  Is.  8d.  sterling 
duty  upon  tobacco  per  lb.  is  no  discouragement  to 
the  growth  of  that  article ;  this  idea  was  grounded 
Qpon  the  suggestion,  that  the  consumption  is  not 
thereby  lessened,  no  substitute  being  afforded  for 
rt  in  Great  Britain.  Tobacco  does  not  average  to 
the  exporter  two  pence  sterling  per  pound.  The 
doty  is  at  least  seven  times  as  great  as  the  prime 
co^  of  the  article.  The  great  consumption  of  this 
article  is  by  the  poorer  order  of  the  people.  The 
state  of  society  is  such  in  Britain  at  present,  that 


hard  labor  during  a  whole  year  will  hardly  afford 
a  scanty  subsistence  to  the  l^iborer ;  hence  neces- 
sity compels  this  description  of  persons  to  econo- 
mize in  the  use  of  the  article,  or  to  avoid  the  use 
of  it  altogether ;  of  course,  the  consumption  is  ma- 
terially lessened,  and  the  growth  of  the  article  is 
discouraged  from  the  operation  of  the  duty.  The 
gentleman  founded  his  fierce  attack  against  the 
gentleman  whose  report  is  now  under  considera- 
tion, for  omitting  to  insert  in  his  report  that  there 
was  a  higher  duty,  imposed  by  Great  Britain  upon 
all  other  foreign  tobacco  than  that  of  the  United 
States,  and  hence  inferred  a  friendly  disposition 
from  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States.  The 
insertion  of  the  fact  would  have  added  to  the  bulk 
of  the  report,  but  could  convey  no  additional  use- 
ful information. 

It  is  known  that  the  high  duties  imposed  upon 
all  foreign  tobaccoes,  took  its  rise  during  the  Colo- 
nial existence  of  these  States ;  it  is  known  that  it 
has  not  been  altered  since  their  independence ;  it 
is  known  that  the  tobaccoes  of  the  United  States 
are  furnished  at  so  much  cheaper  rates  than  those 
of  any  other  country,  that  there  would  be  no  dan- 
ger of  competition  if  the  duties  in  Britain  were  the 
same  on  each.  It  is  likewise  known  that  the 
United  States  furnished  a  sufficient,  a  redundant 
supply  for  the  consumption  of  all  Europe ;  hence 
Great  Britain  has  not  thought  proper  since 
the  Revolution  to  destroy  this  relic  of  Colonial 
regulations,  not  because  she  wished  to  favor  us. 
but  because  she  would  not  thereby  have  benefited 
heraelf ;  hence,  too,  the  omission  of  this  informa- 
tion could  not  be  material,  and  the  insertion  of  it 
would  only  have  served  to  contradict  the  infer- 
ence endeavored  to  be  established,  of  the  favorable 
disposition  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United 
SUtes. 

There  is  one  manifest  improprietr  in  confining 
our  inquiries  to  the  date  prescribefd  by  the  gentle- 
man for  this  table;  it  would  involve  the  absurd 
consequence  of  adjusting  our  laws  to  a  retrospect 
tive,  instead  of  a  progressive  state  of  things.  It 
would  be  as  ridiculous  as  an  attempt  by  law  to 
prescribe  rules  for  the  proper  deportment  of  the 
ghosts  of  our  forefathers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  date  could  not  have  been  fixed  upon  from  a 
wish  that  the  United  States  should  indirectly  fur- 
nish a  countenance  for  the  restoration  of  des- 
potism ;  and  it  was  matter  of  regret  that  the  gen- 
tleman should  openly  avow  a  distrust  of  the 
permanency  of  the  French  Revolution  as  one  mo- 
tive for  the  conduct 

Mr.  G.  remarked,  that  he  hoped  the  permanency 
of  the  Revolution  of  France  was  as  much  greater 
than  the  permanency  of  the  ancient  despotism  of 
France,  as  the  great  fabric  of  nature,  to  the  petty 
plastic  productions  of  art 

Here  Mr.  Smith  rose  to  explain :  He  said  he  had 
pursued  a  principle  adopted  by  Mr.  JemRsoN  in 
his  Report  He  read  a  passage  from  the  Report, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  Report  had  been 
calculated  to  the  Summer  of  1792. 

Mr.  Giles  replied,  that  the  principle  was  just 
revereed;  the  one  had  reference  to  a  state  of 
things  posterior  to  the  Revolution ;  the  other,  an- 
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terior  to  the  commencement  of  it,  daring  the  ex- 
istence of  the  ancient  despotism. 

If  the  table  were  to  have  any  influence,  it  must 
arise  from  stating  the  real  relative  dispositions  of 
France  and  Great  Britain  towards  the  United 
States ;  but,  if  the  epoch  to  which  it  relates  is  to 
govern,  it  will  exclude  some  of  the  strongest  testi- 
monies of  the  inimical  temper  of  Great  Britain,  and 
of  the  friendly  temper  of  France. 

Are  these  considerations  to  have  less  weight,  or 
to  be  wholly  excluded  from  the  view,  because 
they  are  more  recent?  Is  it  because  we  are  now 
laboring  under  these  aggressions,  and  from  some 
late  despatches,  likely  to  continue,  so  that  a  remedy 
is  to  be  withheld?  He  thought  not;  and  there- 
fore should  proceed  to  state  some  of  the  evidences 
of  the  dispositions  of  the  two  nations,  displayed 
since  the  epoch  alluded  to. 

Great  Britain  has  subjected  our  vessels,  upon 
the  high  sea,  to  seizure  and  search,  and  exempted 
those  of  Sweden  and  Denmark.  He  wished  to 
press  this  fact  upon  the  gentleman  who  preceded 
him,  because  he  bad  denied  that  Great  Britain  had 
made  any  discriminations  amongst  foreign  nations 
injurious  to  the  United  States. 

Great  Britain  has  invaded  our  vessels  on  the  high 
seas,  and  refused  them  the  protection  of  French 
property.  This  is  an  acknowledged  violation  of 
the  laws  of  nations ;  at  least  of  the  last  Convention 
of  Nations  upon  the  subject 

Great  Britain  has  prevented  our  vessels  from 
conveying  to  our  friend  and  ally  goods  not  contra- 
band, and  compelled  them  to  make  sales  to  herself 
or  some  of  her  allies. 

Great  Britain  has  compelled  our  vessels  to  de- 
viate their  courses,  and,  to  their  great  hazard  and 
loss,  detained  them  for  trial  upon  frivolous  pre- 
tences. 

Our  vessels  have  been  subjected,  in  her  Courts, 
to  the  danger  of  subornation ;  to  precarious  and 
uncertain  testimony. 

Great  Britain  has  been  the  instrument  of  letting 
loose  the  pirates  of  the  Barbary  States  upon  our 
commerce.  This  fact,  however  doubted  upon  the 
first  report,  is  placed  beyond  doubt  by  the  late  con- 
duct of  Portugal  towards  our  vessels  in  her  ports. 

Are  these  Ucta  denied?  If  not,  do  they  not 
operate  directly  and  specifically  upon  our  com- 
merce? Is  it  not  astonishing,  after  all  these  facts 
are  known,  and  often  repeated,  that  gentlemen 
should  be  heard  to  inquire,  what  injuries  have  we 
received  from  Great  Britain,  and  to  infer  that  the 
United  States  are  equally  favored  with  other  na- 
tions?  In  addition  to  these  things.  Great  Britain 
has  observed  the  most  rigid  silence  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  friendly  commercial  arrangements.  The 
gentleman  who  preceded  him,  doubted  her  indis- 
position for  a  treaty;  silence  is  a  refusal  to  act;  a 
refusal  to  act  is  a  denial.  The  late  despatches  do 
not  furnish  the  most  distant  hope  of  a  change  of 
disposition  in  this  respect 

France,  on  the  other  hand,  has  offered  a  renewal 
of  the  existing  commercial  treaty  upon  the  most 
liberal  policy. 

It  has  been  asked,  in  the  tone  of  sarcastic  tri- 
umph, and  from  so  many  quarters  of  the  Commit- 


tee,  as  to  give  it  the  air  of  previous  concert,  What 
advantages  have  the  United  States  received  from 
the  French  treaty  ?  The  question  is  answered  by 
recurrence  to  the  date  of  its  existence,  it  is  dated 
in  February,  1778 1  It  acknowledged  our  right  to 
trade  as  a  nation !  It  was  the  first  act  of  oar  na- 
tional sovereignty,  acknowledged  by  a  great  and 
powerful  nation. 

Americans  at  that  day  deemed  it  no  inconsider- 
able boon,  and  this  is  the  first  time  Americam  have 
ever  questioned  it  If  a  prophet,  in  1778,  had 
foretold  that,  in  1794,  this  question  should  bafe 
been  triumphantly  put  in  an  American  Congress, 
would  he  not  have  been  deemed  a  visionary,  and 
would  not  the  prophecy  have  been  deemed  an  im- 
putation upon  the  American  character?  Yet,  so 
strange  a  prophecy  would  have  been  realized! 
But,  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  treaty  be  a  disad- 
vantageous one  to  the  United  States ;  how  would 
the  admission  affect  the  present  question  ?  France 
seems  to  have  admitted  that  the  treaty  does  not 
embrace  all  the  advantages  arising  from  the  matual 
intercourse  of  the  two  nations,  and  has  proposed  to 
liberalize  the  terms.  The  disadvantages  of  the 
treaty  have  been  suggested. 

It  should  be  recollected  that  the  circumstance 
of  inconvenience  alluded  to,  depended  upon  a  con- 
tingency— it  first  happened  to  France.  It  might, 
however,  first  have  happened  to  the  United  States; 
and  if  the  United  States  had  been  engaged  in  a 
war,  and  France  neutral,  the  inconvenience  com- 
plained of  would  have  been  reversed. 

The  incompatibility  of  the  mercantile  interest 
with  the  success  of  the  French  cause,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  commerce,  is  a  circumstance  to  be 
regretted,  since  it  has,  perhaps,  produced  more  dis- 
affection in  the  American  mind  than  any  other 
cause.  In  this  part  of  the  subject,  a  tart  old  adage 
has  been  quoted  and  repeated  as  a  proper  rule  of 
conduct :  **  No  friendship  in  trade."  It  is  presumed 
that  this  maxim  can  never  be  extended  to  mean, 
that  it  is  better  to  trade  with  an  enemy  than  a 
friend.  It  would  be  deemed  an  act  of  folly  in  an 
individual  to  prefer  an  enemy  for  a  customer,  to 
a  friend;  particularly  if  he  knew  that  the  enemy 
would  cut  his  throat,  or  rob  him  of  his  purse  the 
first  opportunity  which  might  occur,  and  tbos  de- 
prive him  totally  of  the  means  of  trade— the  re- 
mark applies  more  strongly  to  nations;  because 
they  are  not  subject  to  municipal  restraints;  their 
power  and  their  will  are  only  to  be  consulted.  The 
friendship  of  a  nation,  particularly  a  great  nation, 
is  intrinsically  a  matter  of  value.  It  becomes  an 
important  item  of  calculation  when  it  is  founded 
upon  interest  This  is  the  case  between  the  United 
States  and  France  at  this  moment.  It  is  the  in- 
terest of  France,  that  the  United  SUtes  should 
continue  a  Republican  form  of  Government  It 
is  the  interest,  it  is,  perhaps,  the  salvation  of  the 
United  SUtes,  that  France  should  esUblish  and 
preserve  a  Republican  form  of  Government  He 
was,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  favorable  dis- 
position of  France,  towards  the  United  States, 
grounded  upon  interest,  is  a  thing  of  material  va- 
lue, and  ought  to  be  taken  into  calculation,  erca 
under  the  rigid  maxim  prescribed. 
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A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  LeeJ  to  avoid 
tbe  foree  of  these  conMiderationa,  had  remarked 
that  there  was  a  greater  similnrity'  in  the  Go vern- 
ffleotof  the  United  States,  to  that  of  Great  Britain, 
than  to  that  of  France.  He  remarked,  that  the 
Fraoeh  Repablic  was  one  and  indivisible ;  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  was  a  confeder- 
ated Repablic.  This  constitutes  no  essential  differ- 
ence in  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  two 
Gorernmenta;  the  foundation  of  both  is,  the  con- 
sent of  the  people ;  the  pursuit  of  both,  nn  equali- 
tT  of  rights.  Tbe  British  Government,  he  re- 
marked, was  composed  of  three  branches,  as  was 
that  of  the  Unitea  States.  It  should  be  remarked, 
that  tbey  differed  essentially  in  the  component 
materitLs ;  coercion  and  not  the  conKcnt  of  the  peo- 
ple, is  the  foundation  of  the  British  Government 
\iA  porsait,  a  monopoly,  and  not  an  equality  o)^ 
rivfats.  He  would  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject, 
by  eoocloding  that,  so  far  as  the  relative  dinposi- 
tioos  of  France  and  Britain  may  affect  the  subject, 
erery  fair  consideration  deducible  therefrom,  ope- 
rates concluMvely,  in  favor  of  the  propositions. 

The  second  point  in  view,  in  which  this  subject 
ba^a  been  presented  to  the  Committee,  is,  the  con- 
coct of  Great  Britain,  towards  the  United  States, 
eomparatively  with  foreign  nations.  He  did  not 
tiink  this  at  all  interesting  to  the  United  States ; 
led  was  surprised,  that  the  gentleman  who  just 
preceded  him,  should  have  renewed  and  relied  so 
□xh  Qpon  It.  It  cannot  be  material  to  us,  that 
Great  Britain  should  impose  the  same  terms,  upon 
ill  other  nations,  which  she  imposes  upon  the 
United  States;  provided  they  be  alike  injurious 
104  dishonorable  to  all.  It  is  a  poor  consolation, 
that,  whilst  the  United  States  are  in  a  state  of 
eoomercial  bondage,  all  other  nations,  except  one, 
slioald  be  equally  so.  In  the  commercial  world. 
Great  Britain  has  assumed  tbe  position  of  the  do- 
minant nation ;  but  she  is  indebted  to  the  acqui- 
e^ence  of  other  nations,  more  than  to  her  own 
ener^,  for  the  enjoyment  of  it. 

.The  United  States  ought  not  to  wait  for  an  ex- 
•leple  from  other  nations.  They  ought  to  ,con- 
TJnce  the  world  of  nations,  that  they  understand 
i-hek  own  rights,  as  a  nation ;  and  possess  spirit  and 
sbi.itj  to  assert  and  enforce  them. 

He  would,  therefore,  dismiss  this  part  of  the 
object,  without  further  comment,  and  proceed  to 
coaler  it  in  a  more  interesting  feature ;  as  it  re- 
spects the  commercial  intercourse  directly  between 
^  (Jnited  States  and  Great  Britain. 

The  true  grounds  upon  which  the  subject  ought 
te  be  considered,  are  the  following: 

Whether,  in  the  existing  stnte  of  things,  the 
Csi*^  States  do  reciprocate  with  Great  Britain 
^commercial  advantages  arising  from  their  mn- 
^  intercourse,  calculuted  upon  the  relative  need 
ofeaeh  country,  for  the  supplies  of  the  other?  and, 
if  not,  whether  the  relative  situation  of  the  two 
coaotnea,  and  the  nature  of  their  respective  sup- 
piitrsdo  not  enable  the  United  States  to  demand 
&nd  enforce  a  reciprocity  ?  And,  whether  political 
c«>naidenitions  do  not  combine  in  recommending 
the  measure  at  the  present  moment?  It  is  expect- 
^  that  the  propositions,  if   carried    into  effect, 


would  eventuate  either  in  a  commercial  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  upon 
terms  of  reciprocity;  or  in  a  commercial  conllict 
between  the  two  nations. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  doubts  have  been  sug- 
gested respecting  the  advantages  of  commercial 
treaties,  upon  abstract  grounds.  Commercial  trea- 
ties are  admitted  to  be  the  creatures  of  the  selfish 
and  jealous  policy  of  nations. 

It  would  be  a  desirable  thing  for  mankind,  if 
there  existed  but  one  commercial  treaty,  common 
to  all  nations;  and  that  this  treaty  should  be  found- 
ed upon  the  principle  of  a  mere  interchange  of 
citizenship,  for  commercial  purposes.  This  ar^ 
rangement  would  facilitate  the  interchange  of  the 
various  products  of  the  earth,  according  to  the  ev|. 
dent  will  of  the  Great  Author  of  Nature.  In  the 
execution  of  such  interchange,  good  fuith,  enter- 
prise, and  industry,  would  find  their  true  reward. 
This  benefit  to  mankind  can  never  be  expected, 
so  long  as  the  rights  (as  they  are  called)  of  des- 
pots shall  be  more  reMpected  and  practiced  upon 
than  the  Rights  of  Man.  It  is  the  knowledge,  in 
despots,  of  their  own  usurpations,  and  their  fears 
of  detection,  which  interdict  this  great  benefit  to 
man.  Hence*  commercial  treaties  have  become 
necessary,  to  reciprocate  the  advantages  of  the  in- 
terchange of  the  products  of  the  contracting  na- 
tions, by  relaxing  the  principle  of  restrictions.  To 
test  the  advantages  of  commercial  treaties,  in  the 
existing  state  of  things,  it  would  be  proper  to  in- 
quire what  would  be  the  effect  of  a  single  nation 
which  should  acquiesce  under  restrictions,  whilst 
all  other  nations  imposed  them  ? 

One  evident  effect  would  be  a  complete  mono- 
poly of  the  carrying  tride.  Another  effect  would 
be,  a  change  in  the  internal  direction  of  labor. 
This  effect  would  be  produced  by  unequal  duties 
upon  different  species  of  products. 

If  the  tradis  of  the  acquiescing  nation  should  be 
monopolized  by  any  one  imposing  nation,  an  irre- 
sistible influence  would  be  gained  upon  the  inter- 
nal administration  of  the  Government  of  the  ac- 
quiescing nation.  It  is  not  ascertained  how  far  this 
may  be  the  relative  situation  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  at  this  moment.  It  is  admitted 
she  has  monopolized  one-half  of  our  trade ;  she  has 
a  mercantile  capital,  operating  from  the  extremes  of 
New  Hampshire  to  the  extremes  of  Georgia ;  and 
agents  engaged  in  the  management  of  it  Intimate 
connexions  are  formed  between  them  and  our  citi- 
zens. '  Hence,  he  was  inclined  to  think,  that  an  in- 
sensible foreign  influence  was  operating,  at  this  mo- 
ment, upon  our  councils. 

In  this  stiite  of  things,  necessity  and  self-preser- 
vation dictate  the  measure  of  restrictions  to  coun- 
teract opposing  restrictions,  or  a  commercial  treaty, 
c^ilcuhited  to  remedy  their  ill  effects. 

To  tcHt  the  first  inquiry,  whether,  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  the  United  States  do  reciproc.-ite 
with  Great  Britain  in  the  commercial  advantages 
arising  from  their  mutual  intercourse,  calculated 
upon  the  relative  need  of  each  country,  for  the 
supplies  of  the  other,  he  presented  a  statement 
which  had  been  relied  upon  by  the  gentleman  who 
introduced    the    propositions,   showing,   in  round 
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numbers,  the  total  tonnage,  and  aeamen  employed 
in  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  with  the  proportion  thereof  employed 
by  each  nation.  This  statement  had  reference  to 
the  year  1792^  and  if  it  were  not  critically  correct,  it 
was  at  least  as  favorable  to  the  Unitea  States,  as 
truth  would  warrant 

The  whole  amount  of  tonnage,  222,000;  the 
whole  amount  o^  seamen,  13,320.  Of  these  totals, 
the  British  employed  156,000;  the  United  States, 
66,000  tons.  The  British  employed  9,360  seamen ; 
the  United  States  employed  3,960  seamen.  This 
is  a  most  striking  view  of  the  subject,  and  if  there 
be  not  some  peculiar  quality  in  the  articles  of 
which  this  intercourse  is  composed,  to  justify  this 
state  of  things,  he  should  conclude,  that  tliere  is 
not  an  equrJ  participation  in  the  advantiiges  of 
mutual  intercourse ;  and,  instead  of  finding  any- 
thing  from  the  nature  of  the  articles  constituting 
the  trade  to  justify  the  inequality,  every  consider- 
ation from  that  source  serves  to  aggravate  the  in- 
equality. 

The  whole  trade  of  the  United  States  to  the 
British  West  India  Dominions,  is  a  complete  mo- 
nopoly in  favor  of  Britain ;  of  course,  an  equal 
participation  in  that  part  of  tlie  trade  was  not 
contended.  If,  then,  the  United  States  do  not 
participate  equally  in  the  advantages  of  their  in- 
tercourse with  Great  Britain,  it  is  proper  to  in- 
quire whether  the  nature  of  their  supplies,  and 
their  present  political  situation,  do  not  enable  them 
to  demand,  and  enforce  a  reciprocity  ?  The  supplies 
of  the  United  States  to  Britain,  consist  either  of 
articles  for  re-exportation,  or  rude  fabrics  for 
manufactures. 

The  articles  of  supply  from  Great  Britain,  to  the 
United  States,  are  for  their  own  consumption  ;  and 
the  great  proportion,  at  least  in  point  of  value,  con- 
sists of  luxuries. 

Great  Britain  is  incompetent  to  her  own  supply 
of  subsistence,  and  is  every  day  becoming  more 
incompetent  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina  proved  this  fact  to  the  Committee  by  an  offi- 
cial undeniable  document  He  relied  upon  the 
fact,  to  prove  that  Great  Britain  will  hereafter  he- 
come  a  better  customer  to  the  United  Suites.  He 
seemed  unaware  that  it  established  a  more  impor- 
tant point;  that  she  is  becoming  a  more  dependent 
customer.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  con- 
siderations afforded  by  the  whole  subject;  it  is 
the  principal  one  which  would  give  the  turn  to 
his  vote.  He  made  two  very  interesting  reflections 
from  it ;  the  one,  that  continual  increase  of  debt, 
and  paper  machinery,  will  not  produce  a  corres- 
pondent increase  of  ability  in  the  nation  to  feed 
itself.  That  an  infinity  of  paper  will  not  produce 
an  infinity  of  food.  The  other,  that  proportioned 
to  the  inability  of  Great  Britain  to  feed  herself, 
will  be  her  dependence  upon  a  nation  who  can 
feed  her.  The  United  States  furnish  an  abundant 
supply  of  subsistence  for  herself,  and  will  shortly 
be  able  to  feed  the  increasing  wants  of  Great 
Britain. 

In  Great  Britiin,  every  species  of  occupation 
and  employment  is  not  only  filled,  but  surcharged. 
Her   subjects,  as  was   emphatically  remarked   by 


the  gentleman  who  preceded  him,  were  compelled 
to  plough  the  ocean  for  subsistence.  HeDce,lbe 
difficulty  of  changing  the  direction  of  labor. 

In  the  United  States,  agricuUnre,  the  priouij 
occupiition  of  man,  is  not  yet  filled;  heuce,  tbe&- 
cility  of  changing  the  direction  of  labor. 

One-sixth  of  the  whole  exported  manofactares 
of  Great  Britain  finds  a  market  and  consumptioB 
in  the  United  States ;  at  least  60,000  baods  are 
employed  in  making  this  supply :  stop  the  con- 
sumption, and  examine  the  effect  The  gentle- 
man who  preceded  him  is  of  opinion,  that  no  great 
effect  can  be  expected  from  so  trivial  a  caa^  if 
he  would  reflect  that  the  nation  is  incompetent  to 
her  own  supply  of  subsistence;  is  growing  still 
more  so,  and  that  every  occupation  is  surdurgvd, 
depriving  50,000  persons  of  the  means  of  subsistence 
(vould  not  be  a  trivial  cause.  In  such  a  state  of 
things  it  would  be  a  great  cause,  which  migbt 
produce  great  effects. 

Great  Britain,  tottering  under  the  weight  of  t 
King,  a  Court,  a  nobility,  a  priesthood,  armies  na^ 
vies,  debts,  and  all  the  complicated  machioery  of 
oppression,  which  serves  to  increase  the  number 
of  unproductive,  and  lessen  the  number  of  produc- 
tive hands,  (the  true  source  of  the  inability  of  the 
nation  to  feed  herself,)  at  this  moment  eng:iged 
in  a  foreign  war;  taxation,  already  carried  to  the 
ultimatum  of  financial  device;  the  ability  oftiifl 
people  already  displayed  in  the  payment  of  Um, 
constituting  a  political  phenomenon;  all  pruve 
the  debility  of  the  system,  and  the  decrepitude  of 
old  age.  On  the  other  hand,  the  United  Sut«^ 
in  the  flower  of  youth,  increasing  in  hands,  in> 
creasing  in  wealth ;  and,  although  an  imitative 
policy  has  unfortunately  prevailed  in  the  erection 
of  a  funded  debt,  in  the  establishment  of  an  arcoy, 
anticipating  a  navy,  and  all  the  paper  machinery  fur 
increasing  the  number  of  unproductive,  and  lessen- 
ing  the  number  of  productive  hands;  yet,  the 
operations  of  natural  causes  have,  as  yet,  in  some 
degree,  countervailed  their  influence,  and  still  fur- 
nish a  great  superiority,  in  comparison  with  Great 
Britain. 

There  is  another  interesting  fact,  which  ocght 
to  be  considered ;  the  expensive  machinery  of  the 
British  Government  has  produced  a  necessity  for 
revenue,  which  exceeds  the  ability  of  her  whole 
internal  resources;  her  Navigation  Act  taxes  all 
nations  for  a  portion  of  her  revenue;  she  is  in- 
debted to  the  acquiescence  of  other  nations  for  its 
products,  rather  than  to  her  own  ability  to  enforce 

it- 
It  has  been  snid  and  repeated,  that  the  Navigar 

tion  Act  of  Great  Britain  is  irresistible.  He  be- 
lieved no  serious  experiment  had  ever  been  made 
upon  it,  and  no  reason  has  been  assigned  for  the 
assertion.  He  could  see  no  peculbr  quality  at- 
tached to  that  act,  to  distinguish  it  from  any  aihtr 
act,  or  to  render  it  more  irresistible;  nor  should 
he  believe  it  possessed  such  a  pecullir  qualify, 
without  it  could  be  pointed  out,  and  made  vi^ib!e. 
But,  if  such  be  the  quality  of  a  Navigation.  Act, 
why  would  not  a  Navigation  Act,  passed  by  ih« 
United  States,  be  equally  irresistible ?  It  would 
certiiiuly  counteract  the  foree  of  the  British  Navi^ 
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gation  Act,  po  far  as  it  taxes  the  United  States ; 
and  this  example  to  other  nations  might  he  at- 
tended with  serious  effects  to  Great  Britain  in  the 
present  forced  state  of  things  in  that  Government 
It  has  been  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
r>(r.  Forrest,]  that  only  one-sixth  of  the  trade  of 
Great  Britain  is  carried  on  with  the  United  States ; 
and  that  one-half  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
is  carried  on  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  from  those 
hc\9,  he  inferred  that,  in  a  state  of  a  commercial 
conflict  between    the  two  nations,    the    United 
States  wonld  be  the  sufferer  in  the  same  propor- 
tion.   This  is  an  interestinff  view  of  the  subject, 
and  it  ought  to  be  examined.     From  a  mere  the- 
oretic proposition,  the  inference  would  be  just  j 
but  it  is  completely  reversed  by  the  existing  prac- 
tical state  of  things ;  in  the  existing  state  of  things, 
the  one-sixth  of  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
United  States,  is  extremely  profitable  to  her.     It 
consists  of  articles,  in  some  degree,  essential  to 
kr  other  trade.     Pot  and  pearl  ash,  for  her  linen ; 
indigo,  for  her  cloth;   tobacco,  for  manufactures 
and  reexportation,  and,  of  course,  making  a  part 
of  the  other  five-sixths  of  her  trade ;  lumber,  for 
ber  Navy  and  her  West  India  Dominions.    Where- 
as, one-half  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States  to 
Great  Britain  may  be  a  losing  trade ,  a  great  pro- 
portion of  it  consists  of  luxuries  for  consumption, 
after  having  received  the  last  polish  from   the 
artian ;  and  so  far  cannot  be  essential.   He  thought 
this  consideration  had  not  made  the  impression 
«pon  the  Committee  which  it  merited.      If  the 
United  States  be  competent  to  their  own  supply  of 
useful  and  necessary  articles,  or  can  furnish  them- 
lelves  from  other  markets,  he  did  not  believe  that 
any  ill  would  arise  from  making  articles  of  mere 
loxniy,  less  accessible  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  than  they  now  are;  on  the  contrary,  he 
heliered  it  would  add  to  the  morals,  the  wealth, 
and  the  independence  of  the  United  States.     Most 
of  the  preceding  remarks  apply  to  the  trade  car- 
ried OQ  directly  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain.     Her  West  India  Dominions  are 
more  at  our  mercy ;  and  it  is  there  the  dominant 
nation  imposes  the  most  injurious  and  dishonor- 
able conditions  upon  our  trade.    To  present  to  the 
Uommittee  a  general  view  of  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  requested  to  be  indulged  with  reading  a 
few  concise  passages  from  Mr.  T.  Coxe's  reply  to 
l»ni  Sheffield,  upon  Commerce.    This  perform- 
uce,  he  remarked,  had  great  merit  for  its  intelli- 
S^ce,  accuracy,  and  candor : 


OaxAT  BaiTAni 

Prohibits  Americaa  ves> 
^  from  entering  into  the 
Fjirtj  of  several  parts  of  her 
i)*^minion^  y'lz. :  the  West 
Iriies,  Canada,  Nova  Sco- 
tia, Xew  Brunswick,  New- 
fc'undland.  Cape  Breton, 
Hu'Jaai's  Bay,  Honduras 
Bay,  and  her  Eaat  India 
«?!«  market 

Oreat  Britain  imposes 
<iouhl«  light    money    on 


Thk  UNrrxD  States 

Admit  British  vessels 
into  all  their  ports,  subject 
to  a  tonnage  duty  of  forty - 
four  cents,  or  twenty- four 
sterling  pence,  more  than 
American  vessels  ;  and  an 
addition  of  one  tenth,  to 
the  amount  of  the  impost 
accruing  to  their  cargoes. 

The  United  States  do 
not  impose  extra  Ught  mo- 


American  vessels  in  most 
of  ber  ports. 

Oreat  Britain  prohibits 
the  employment  uf  Ameri- 
can-built  wipe  by  her  own 
citizens  in  many  branches 
of  trade,  upon  any  terms. 


Great  Britain  prDhibita 
the  importation  of  goods 
into  Great  Britain  by  Ame- 
rican vessels,  from  any 
otiier  country  than  the 
United  States. 

Great  Britain  prohibits 
the  importation  into  Great 
Britain  from  the  United 
States,  by  American  ves- 
sels, of  all  goods  not  pro- 
duced bytheUnited  States, 
and  others,  at  all  times. 

Great  Britain  prohibits, 
for  considerable  terms  of 
time,  some  of  the  principal 
agricultural  productions  of 
the  United  States,  and 
others,  at  all  times. 

Great  Britain  prohibits 
the  importation  of  some 
American  articles  in  Ame- 
rican ships,  or  any  but 
British  ships,  into  her  Eu- 
ropean Dorainiooa 

Great  Britain  does  not 
permit  an  American  citi- 
zen to  import  goods  into 
some  of  her  Dominions,  and 
to  sell  them  there,  even  in 
British  vessela  In  other 
parts  of  her  Dominions, 
she  lays  an  extra  tax  on 
him  or  hi^  sales. 

Great  Britain  prohibits 
the  oinsumption  of  some 
American  articles,  of  which 
she  permits  the  importa- 
tion. 

Great  Britain  prohibits 
the  importation  of  Ameri- 
can articles  from  foreign 
countries  into  British  Do- 
minions, even  in  her  own 
ships. 


ney  on  British  vessels  in 
any  of  their  porta 

The  United  States  ad- 
mit the  employment  of 
British-built  snips  by  their 
own  citizens  in  every 
branch  of  trade-,  upon  the 
terms  of  forty -four  cents 
extra  per  ton,  and  one- 
tenth  extra  on  the  impost 
arising  from  their  cargoes. 

The  United  States  ad- 
mit the  importation  of 
goods  into  the  United 
States  in  British  vessels, 
from  every  country  what- 
ever. 

The  United  States  do 
not  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion mto  the  United  States 
from  Great  Britain  by  Bri- 
tish vessels,  of  any  goods 
not  produced  by  Great 
Britam. 

The  United  States  pro- 
hibit none  of  the  agricul- 
tural productions  of  Great 
Britain  or  her  Dominiona 


The  United  States  do 
not  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  any  British  article 
in  British  vessels,  or  any 
but  American  vessels. 

The  United  States  per- 
mit a  British  citizen  to  im- 
port goods  into  all  their 
ports,  in  any  vessels,  and 
to  sell  them  there  without 
any  extra  tax  on  him  or 
his  salea 


The  United  States  do 
not  prohibit  the  consump- 
tion of  any  British  article 
whatever. 

The  United  States  do 
not  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  British  articles  from 
foreign  countries,  in  any 
ships. 


From  the  view  of  the  subject  here  exhibited,  it 
would  be  naturally  inferred,  that  the  United  States 
must  be  dependent  upon  the  West  Indies  for  their 
very  existence ;  but  it  is  known,  that  truth  con- 
sists in  the  reverse  of  this  fact;  hence,  the  true  order 
in  the  nature  of  things  is  reversed  from  artiticial 
arrangements;  and,  he  believed,  that  nothing  but 
exertion  was  necessary  to  reinstate  the  just  and 
natural  order  of  things.  Let  the  article  ot  rum  be 
taken  as  a  further  illustration  of  this  part  of  the 
subject. 

Itum  affords  the  whole  calculated  profits  of  the 
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West  Indies,  the  whole  of  the  other  products  are 
supposed  to  be  on Ir  equivalent  to  the  charges  for 
the  support  of  the  Islands.  Rum  is  dutied  in  Great 
Britain  almost  equal  to  a  prohibition.  The  United 
States  furnish  its  chief,  its  only,  competent  mar- 
ket. They  afford  lumber  for  the  vessels  enclosing 
it.  They  afford  bread  for  the  workmen  raising  it. 
The  article  itself  is  a  ruinous  luxury.  Under 
these  circumstances,  take  a  view  of  the  terms 
upon  which  this  article  is  supplied  to  the  United 
States.  The  carriage  is  completely  monopolized. 
The  carriage  of  the  articles  given  in  exchange, 
articles  indispensable  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
Islands,  completely  monopolized.  The  contracts 
for  the  interchange  eompletely  monopolized.  If 
the  United  States  were  to  witnhold  their  supplies 
from  the  West  Indies,  either  they  would  become 
unprofitable  to  Great  Britain,  or  she  must  relax 
the  existing  conditions  imposed  on  our  intercourse 
with  them. 

Nothing  can  be  more  degrading  and  insulting  to 
the  United  States  than  the  temporary  suspensions 
of  the  prohibitory  restrictions.  Behold  a  hungry 
Colonial  Prefect,  at  least  a  Prefect  anticipating 
hunger,  declaring  by  proclamation  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  that  if  they  will  furnish  him 
with  food  within  a  certain  given  limited  time  he 
will  vouchsafe  to  eat  it ;  and  behold  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  eagerly  catching  at  this  sin- 
gular act  of  condescension  I 

Although  it  has  been  contended  that  our  com- 
merce with  Great  Britain  is  upon  a  footing  not  to 
be  complained  of,  it  has  been  conceded  that  our 
navigation  labors  under  undue  restrictions.  A 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Goodhue,] 
who  is  remarkable  for  the  perspicuity  and  definite- 
ness  of  his  ideas,  seems  to  have  had  rather  loose 
conceptions  upon  this  subject  That  gentleman 
remarked,  and  it  has  been  repeated,  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  an  increase  of  tonnage  upon  all  foreign 
vessels,  without  discrimination.  His  motive  was 
the  protection  of  our  own  shipping.  His  objection 
to  the  discrimination  was  the  competition  of 
France.  The  gentleman  remarked,  at  the  same 
time,  that  in  case  high  duties  should  be  imposed 
upon  British  manufactures,  France,  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  was  disqualified  from  supplying  us. 
If  the  gentleman  really  has  the  protection  of  our 
shipping,  as  well  as  the  manufactures  at  heart,  by 
extending  his  reflections  a  little  further  he  would 
have  found  a  consolation  in  this  truth — that  the 
same  cause  which  at  present  disqualifies  France 
from  supplying  us  with  manufactures,  would  dis- 
qualify her  from  any  dangerous  competion  with 
our  shipping ;  but  can  it  be  deemed  a  serious  and 
valid  objection  to  the  propositions,  that  France 
may  ultimately  participate  in  the  advantages?  Is 
this  a  proper  ground  for  refusing  to  our  snipping 
and  manufactures  a  present  as  well  as  a  perma- 
nent encouragement?  The  same  gentleman  re- 
marked, that  the  increased  duties  would  operate 
as  a  tax  upon  our  constituents ;  if  this  should  be 
one  effect,  it  ought  not  to  afford  an  objection.  If 
they  be  productive,  it  will  increase  the  ability  of 
the  Treasury,  and  it  is  known  that  an  increase  of 
revenue  is  anticipated.    This  objection  does  not, 


however,  comport  with  another,  which  has  been 
indefinitely  mentioned  by  several  gentlemen,  bat 
has  been  reduced  to  more  definiteness  by  a  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Forbest.J  He  as- 
serted that  three-fourths  of  our  revenjie  will  be 
affected  by  the  propositions  on  the  table. 

This  is  an  important  consideration,  and  merits 
examination.  He  declared  that  no  gentleman  wu 
more  disposed  than  himself  to  vote  for  that  por- 
tion of  revenue  which  should  be  deemed  essential 
to  the  proper  and  necessary  energy  of  the  GoTem- 
ment  $  he  thought  this  part  of  the  subjt«t  bad 
been  superficially  examined;  he  admitted  the 
revenue  may  ultimately  be  lessened,  but  it  »ill 
not  be  lost  There  is  ho  certainty  that  it  will  be 
lessened.  From  his  view  of  the  propositions,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  blanks  will  probably  be 
filled,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  revenne  would 
for  some  time  be  augmented  by  earring  the  pro- 
positions into  effect 

This  would  coutinae  to  be  the  case  until  the 
increase  of  duties  should  so  far  diminish  importa- 
tions as  to  counterbalance  the  difference  between 
the  existing  duties  and  those  proi>08ed  to  be  laid. 

If  the  operation  of  the  propositions  should  di- 
minish the  importation  of  luxuries,  so  far  he 
thought  it  would  increase  the  ability  of  the  United 
States  to  pay  revenue ;  and  he  did  not  conceive 
the  particular  mode  of  drawing  revenue  was  at  all 
important  to  the  United  States.  But  if  this  argu- 
ment of  revenue  be  conclusive,  at  what  time  will 
it  cease  to  operate  with  the  same  force  that  it  now 
does  ?  If  gentlemen  have  anticipated  the  glorious 
period,  divulge  the  pleasing  secret,  when  the  na- 
tion may  mEike  an  exertion  for  the  restoration  of 
violated  rights  without  alarms  to  revenue! 

It  has  been  emphatically  remarked  by  a  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey,  [Sir.  Clark,]  who  has  bad 
great  experience  in  American  affairs,  that  this 
was  not  the  language  of  America  at  the  time  of 
the  non-importation  associations.  This  was  not 
the  language  of  America  at  the  time  of  the  Dcchi- 
ration  of  Independence.  Whence,  then,  this  change 
of  American  sentiment  ?  Has  America  less  ability 
than  she  then  had  ?  Is  she  less  prepared  for  a 
national  trial  than  she  then  was?  This  cannot 
be  pretended.  There  has  been,  it  is  true,  one 
great  change  in  her  political  situation.  America 
has  now  a  funded  debt ;  she  had  no  funded  debt 
at  those  glonous  epochs.  May  not  this  change  of 
sentiment,  therefore,  be  looked  for  in  her  change 
of  situation  in  this  respect  ?  May  it  not  be  looked 
for  in  the  inimitative  sympathetic  organization  of 
our  funds  with  the  British  funds  ?  May  it  not  be 
looked  for  in  the  indiscriminate  participations  of 
citizens  and  foreigners  in  the  emoluments  of  the 
funds  ?  May  it  not  be  looked  for  in  the  wishes  of 
some  to  assimilate  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  or  at  least  in 
wishes  for  a  more  intimate  connexion  ? 

If  these  causes  exist,  it  is  not  difficult  to  find  the 
source  of  the  national  debility.  It  is  not  difficult 
to  see  that  the  interests  of  the  few  who  receive 
and  disburse  the  public  contributions,  are  more  re- 
spected than  the  interests  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  society  who  furnish  the  contributions.    It  is 
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not  difficult  to  see  that  the  Government,  instead 
of  legislating  for  a  few  millions,  is  legislating  for 
a  few  thousands,  and  that  the  sacredness  of  their 
rights  is  the  great  obstacle  to  a  great  national 
exertion. 

Mr.  6.  remarked,  that  political  considerations, 
in  his  opinion,  combined  in  recommending  the 
propositions  at  the  present  moment  The  Euro- 
pean war,  the  delicate  crisis  of  the  war,  afforded 
in  bis  mind  strong  inducements  to  the  measure. 
These  considerations  had  been  urged  with  a  view 
to  an  opposite  effect ;  but  he  would  ask,  what  time 
would  be  chosen  by  a  wise  nation,  comparatively 
weak,  to  address  herself  to  an  unjust  nation,  com* 
paratirelj  strong,  for  a  restoration  of  violated 
T\%\\\&\  Would  it  not  be  when  the  strong  nation 
should  be  so  engaged  as  to  be  incapable  of  exerting 
her  whole  undivided  force  in  the  resistance?  This 
is  the  case  with  Great  Britain,  at  present;  for, 
vhateTer  may  be  the  ultimate  result  of  the  pre- 
sent European  contest,  the  subjugation  of  France 
will  require  at  least  another  campaign.  Here  he 
thought  the  tait  adage  quoted  by  some  gentleman, 
iiiced  the  subject  much  better  than  that  part  of  it 
to  which  it  had  been  applied.  No  friendship  in 
trtde.  The  United  States  only  demanded  a  resto- 
raiioQ  of  violated  rights.  Great  Britain  has  com- 
mitted the  violation.  It  was  unnecessary  to  re- 
capitulate the  aggressions  of  Great  Britain  upon 
the  national  rights  of  the  United  States.  He 
could  not  help  repeating  one  circumstance — her 
sohjecting  American  vessels  to  seizure  and  search, 
ind  exempting  those  of  Sweden  and  Denmark. 
This  evidenced  a  peculiar  enmity  levelled  at  the 
United  States.  He  mentioned  this  circumstance 
for  another  reason.  It  should  be  recollected  that 
some  unauthorized  attempts  were  made  upon  the 
vessels  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  and  that  firm 
and  manly  answers  produced  concessions.  As  the 
onlj  neutral  nations  except  the  United  States,  they 
have  set  an  example  which  ought  to  be  imitated ; 
for,  notwithstanding  the  trivial  weight  of  the 
United  States  in  the  scale  of  European  affairs,  as 
has  heen  su^ested,  he  believed  that  Great  Britain 
would  prefer  a  war  with  both  those  nations  to  a 
war  with  the  United  States. 

The  recent  example  of  Sweden  and  Denmark, 
proves  that  the  British  Cabinet  are  as  sensible  of 
the  advantages  of  concession,  in  some  cases,  as  they 
were  insensible  in  .other  cases,  of  the  dishonor 
of  committing  depredations  on  the  rights  of  other 
nations. 

Mr.  G.  thought  another  consideration  of  the 
moment  extremely  important  The  injuries  and 
inmlts  of  Great  Britain,  repeated  and  continued, 
hare  excited  such  an  impulse  in  the  public  mind, 
that  the  whole  people  would  feelingly  second  any 
decisive  measures  which  the  Government  might 
idopt  for  restoring  the  honor  of  the  nation ;  and, 
if  a  national  trial  should  be  the  result  of  the  pro- 
positions, it  would  from  that  cause  be  commenced 
under  the  most  pleasing  and  promising  auspices. 
Several  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  resolutions  have 
declared  their  resentment  against  Britain,  and  pro- 
fessed themselves  for  energetic  measures  to  restore 
the  honor  of  the  nation.  He  wished  the  gentle- 
3d  Con.— 10 


men  would  specify  their  propositions,  and  bring 
them  before  the  Committee ;  be  thought  it  would 
be  a  much  better  evidence  of  their  dispositions 
than  objecting  to  the  present  propositions  without 
offering  a  substitute.  He  declared  that  he  was  not 
so  much  wedded  to  the  present  propositions,  as  not 
to  be  willing  to  consider  any  others  which  might 
be  better  calculated  to  produce  the  intended  effect. 
A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr  Lre,]  who  in- 
foi*med'  the  Committee  that  he  was  not  sent  here 
to  indulge  his  resentments,  professed  at  the  same 
time  the  most  violent  resentment  against  the  Cabi- 
net of  Great  Britain,  while  he  pronounced  an  eulo- 
gy upon  the  British  people.  If  the  people  would 
adopt  the  gentleman's  idea,  and  separate  them- 
selves from  the  Cabinet,  he  might  be  justified  in  big 
distinction.  The  proposition,  in  that  case,  would 
be  levelled  against  the  Cabinet,  and  not  against 
the  people.  In  that  event,  both  his  resentment 
and  attachments  might  be  indulged.  But,  if  the 
gentleman  would  recollect  that  the  disposition  of 
the  people  towards  the  United  States  is  communi- 
cated only  through  the  Cabinet,  that  they  support 
the  Cabinet,  that  the  Cabinet  is  the  organ  of  their 
will,  he  will  find  that  his  distinction  is  wholly  with- 
out foundation. 

We  have  been  admonished  of  the  propriety  of 
banishing  feeling  and  resorting  to  judgment.  A 
nation  being  composed  of  the  aggregate  of  indi- 
viduals, he  believed  possessed  the  same  feelings; 
and  he  doubted  the  truth  of  the  philosophy  which 
advised  us  to  banish  an  essential  ingredient  vof 
human  nature.  Feeling  and  judgment  ought  to 
perform  their  respective  oflSces;  feeling  should 
stimulate  our  actions ;  judgment  should  direct  the 
wisest  means  for  its  gratification ;  patience  is  an 
admirable  beast  of  burden,  but  not  of  enterprise ; 
it  bears  misfortunes  well,  but  was  never  calculated 
to  resist  oppressions.  The  United  States  have 
been  injured  and  insulted.  Instead,  therefore,  of 
^  patience  and  forbearance—wisdom,  caution  her- 
self, would  prescribe  boldness,  enterprise,  energy, 
firmness.  America  has  therefore  pursued  this 
conduct,  and  experience  has  proved  that  it  is  not 
unwise.  He  believed  that  Great  Britain  calculated 
upon  her  own  influence,  and  a  want  of  concert  in 
our  councils ;  now  was  the  time  to  convince  the 
world  that  injury  from  abroad  produced  concert  at 
home.  This  conduct  had  therefore  characterized 
America ;  he  hoped  it  would  always  continue  to 
characterize  America. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 


Fripat,  January  24. 

Ordered^  That  the  Letter  from  the  Governor 
of  Kentucky,  enclosing  a  representation  from  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  State,  respecting  an  adjust- 
ment of  a  claim  of  that  State  against  the  United 
States,  for  the  expense  of  certain  expeditions 
against  the  Indians,  which  were  laid  before  the 
House  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  in<^ 
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Btruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions 
on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  foreign 
countries. 

Mr.  Hartlet: — I  have  paid  attention  to  the 
debates,  and  have  considered  them  myself  at  my 
chamber ;  but,  as  many  of  my  ideas  and  reasons 
have  been  already  expressed  in  superior  language. 
It  would  not  be  generous  in  me  to  detain  the  Com- 
mittee for  any  length  of  time.  Indeed,  as  our  dele- 
gation is  divided,  it  becomes  me  to  make  a  few- 
observations,  in  order  to  satisfy  my  constituents 
upon  what  grounds  I  act 

From  the  turn  the  debates  have  taken,  politics 
are  complicated  with  the  present  question ;  and  I 
must  observe,  that  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
has  not  been  friendly  to  the  country.  She  has 
not  delivered  up  the  posts  agreeably  to  treaty, 
and  thereby  involving  us  in  an  expensive  war. 
The  American  world  is  convinced  that  she  has 
supported  the  Indians  in  their  war  against  us. 
Ammunition  and  arms  they  certainly  obtained 
from  British  agents  or  factors ;  and  the  large  body 
of  Indians  which  was  together  in  the  year  1791, 
part  of  which  defeated  General  St  Clair*s  army, 
and  the  savages  who  collected  in  arms  during  the 
last  year,  must  have  been  subsisted  in  provisions 
by  the  British.  No  policy  of  the  Indians,  in  former 
experience,  seems  alone  to  have  been  aiequate  to 
such  circumstances.  The  seizing  of  the  vessels 
of  America,  which  were  bound  to  France,  upon 
the  seas,  and  taking  them  into  British  ports,  with- 
out regarding  whether  the  places  to  which  they 
were  bound  were  besieged  or  not — this  is  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations — the  wanton  cruelty  and 
insolence  of  some  of  their  privateers,  upon  the 
vessels  and  citizens  of  this  country — besides,  there 
cannot  be  a  doubt  respecting  the  Algerines.  They 
were  admitted  into  the  Atlantic  by  the  consent  or 
connivance  of  Great  Britain,  and  many  unsuspect- 
ing Americans  have  been  seized  on  the  ocean,  and 
carried  into  captivity.  These  are  serious  injuries, 
by  which  the  American  character  is  much  wound- 
ed; and  this  country  calls  loudly,  from  every 
quarter,  for  redress. 

The  resolutions  on  the  table,  their  advocates 
contend,  if  adopted,  would  operate  against  Great 
Britain  so  forcibly,  as  to  oblige  her  to  change  her 
policy  and  do  us  justice,  and  lay  the  foundation  for 
good  offices  between  America  and  France.  Could 
we  be  certain  that  those  views  would  be  realized, 
or  those  ends  attained,  by  adopting  the  resolutions, 
they  should  have  my  hearty  assent  When  those 
plausible  prospects  were  held  forth,  my  wishes 
were  with  part  of  the  resolutions ;  for  several  days 
I  have  strove  to  bring  my  judgment  to  concur, 
but  I  find  I  cannot  The  arguments  and  reasons 
offered  do  not  convince  me  that  the  resolutions 
will  produce  the  desired  effect  of  their  advocates ; 
and  I  have  many  difficulties  which,  I  fear,  cannot 
be  obviated.    If  the  duties  are  laid  very  high,  they 


will  amount  to  a  prohibition.  These  States  are 
now  in  a  flourishing  condition,  yet  many  articles 
necessary  to  the  improvement,  settlement,  and 
comforts  of  America,  are  now  only  to  be  procured 
in  Great  Britain.  We  cannot  expect  them,  for  a 
time,  from  any  other  country,  because  no  other 
nation  is  in  the  habit  of  manufacturing  them ;  this 
will  produce  a  great  depression  in  our  commerce 
and  manufactures.  If  Great  Britain  were  to  stand 
the  shock,  no  good  would  be  derived  from  the 
system,  and  we  risk  our  national  importance  and 
prosperity.  If  the  duties  should  be  increased  ten 
per  cent,  or  any  large  sum  under  a  prohibitory 
duty,  the  goods,  if  necessary,  would  still  be  im- 
ported, and  the  tax  fall  upon  the  consumers. 

My  great  difficulty  is,  that  the  resolutions  will 
tend  to  increase  the  price  of  labor  in  husbandry. 
The  protecting  duties  already  laid  have  increased 
the  manufactures  of  this  country;  I  believe,  in 
most  cases,  they  have  had  great  effects.  Perhaps 
some  alterations  might  be  made ;  but  the  subiect 
of  manufactures  is  so  important,  that  it  should  be 
taken  up  separately.  The  protecting  duties  have 
been,  as  I  said,  favorable  to  the  manufacturers ; 
but,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  they  have  enhanced 
the  price  of  labor  very  considerably,  and  this  has 
extended  to  husbandry.  If  you  increase  the  pro- 
tecting duties,  the  manufacturer  will  just  add  the 
difference  to  his  price.  Of  course,  the  farmers  must 
bid  higher  for  labor,  in  order  to  prevent  the  coun- 
tryman or  adventurer  from  going  into  a  manufac- 
tory or  work-shop.  I  have  tdways  been,  and  still 
am,  a  friend  to  the  manufactures  of  this  country ; 
I  wish  them  every  proper  encouragement ;  but  I 
am  sure,  we  might  go  too  fast  I  believe — accord* 
ing  to  my  experience — the  manufacturers  seem 
well  satisfied  with  what  has  been  done.  The  cul- 
tivation and  improvement  of  our  country  are  pri- 
mary considerations,  and  we  should  adopt  no  policy 
which  disturbs  them.  Wheat  and  flour  are  the 
great  staple  commodities  of  the  Middle  States ;  we 
should  do  nothing  to  check  their  increase.  After 
agriculture,  press  on  the  arts;  they  ought  all  to  be 
protected.  These  resolutions  will  either  operate  as 
a  prohibition  or  a  tax ;  the  incoaveniences  of  both 
have  been  stated. 

There  is  still  a  serious  difficulty :  three-fourths 
of  our  revenue,  it  has  been  said,  depended  upon  the 
duty  arising  on  articles  imported  from  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  Dominions.  If  these  resolutions  will 
amount  to  a  prohibition,  Twhich  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  contends  tney  should,)  how  is  the 
deficiency  to  be  supplied  ?  This  question  has  been 
repeatedly  asked,  but  not  answered. 

In  the  late  war,  a  great  part  of  the  personal  pro- 
perty in  Pennsylvania  was  changed  into  paper; 
goods  were  sold,  or  taken  for  the  supplies  of  the 
Army ;  individuals  paid  debts  to  individuals  in 
paper ;  moneys  were  loaned  to  the  United  States ; 
so  that  the  public  was  really  and  truly  indebted  to 
many  meritorious  and  bona  fide  creditors.  I  am 
no  friend  to  those  speculators  who  obtained  certifi- 
cates by  ungenerous  means ;  they  can  only  come 
forward  under  the  term  of  strict  right  The  public 
creditors  of  Pennsylvania,  (among  whom  I  knew 
many  meritorious  ones,)  at  the  first  session  of 
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Gongresg  held  at  New  York  under  the  present  Go- 
Temment  of  the  United  Sti^tes,  petitioned  the  Legis* 
Iftture,  and  the  Hoose  of  Bepreaentatires  resolved 
as  follows: 

*^  RtM^lvedi  That  this  Hoaae  consider  an  adequate 
provision  for  the  support  of  the  public  credit,  as  a  mat- 
t«r  of  high  importaace  to  the  national  honor  and  pros- 
perity. 

^^  Retained,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  taat  purpose,  and  to  re- 
port the  same  to  this  House  at  the  neit  meeting." 

Congress  passed  an  act,  the  4th  of  August,  1793, 
entitled  ^  An  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  ojf 
the  United  Sutes."  ^y  this  act,  a  loan  was  direct- 
ed to  be  opened  and  provision  made  for  the  paj- 
meat  of  the  interest  to  such  creditors  as  should 
subsM^be  thereto,  with  power  of  redemption  at 
certain  times.  Adequate  funds  were  established, 
and  the  Legislature,  bjr  the  same  law^  solemnly 
engaged  that  those  funds  should  be  applied  accord- 
iagiy.  The  Legislature  was  not  to  invade  or  alter 
those  funds  without  regular  and  adequate  substi- 
tates.  By  the  resolutions  offered,  the  funds  will 
most  assuredly  (in  my  mind)  be  endangered.  We 
are  going  upon  speculations,  the  consequences  of 
which  we  know  not;  and  which  may  shake  the 
fundameatal  principles  of  public  credit,  which  has 
been  so  solemnly  guaranteed.  We  ought  not  to  act 
like  mere  Colom'es,  in  proposing  or  entering  into 
non-importation  agreements^  We  are  a  Nation ;  we 
ought  to  conduct  ourselves  in  such  a  manner  as  not 
to  endanger  the  faith,  credit,  and  reputation  of  Ame- 
rica. In  contracts  between  individuals,  they  are 
morally  and  legally  bound  to  comply  with  them. 
Nations  ought  to  be  equally  bound  by  their  solemn 
eogagementa 

We  are,  in  this  business,  not  barely  waging  a 
commercial  war^  against  Britain,  for  many  citizens 
of  this  country  have  their  all  depending  upon  pub- 
lic faith.  The  Dutch,  and  other  Europeans,  have 
largely  subscribed,  and  invested  their  property  with 
us,  under  equal  confidence.  Shall  we,  or  dare  we, 
destroy  or  divert  any  of  the  funds  so  pledged,  with- 
out giving  a  substitute?  I  consider  these  resolu- 
tions inetlicient  to  the  purposes  intended.  I  hold 
that  Great  Britain  has  acted  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  render  it  necessary  to  press  for  full  and  satisfac- 
tory explanation ;  and  that,  in  case  this  satisfaction 
is  not  granted,  that  at  some  day  before  the  rising 
of  Congress,  the  subjects  of  war  and  peace  be  taken 
npu  If  the  former  should  be  decided  upon,  I  hope 
oar  Eastern  brethren  will  join  us,  and  that  we  may 
be  unanimous  in  our  measures.  The  extent  of  this 
first  resolution  is  so  great,  I  will  most  assuredly 
▼ote  against  it ;  as  to  the  others,  I  shall  hold  myself 
St  liberty  to  declare  myself  upon  them  as  they  come 
forward. 

Mr.  Tracy  spoke  as  follows :  It  is  observable  that 
many  gentlemen,  when  they  rise  upon  this  subject, 
apologise  for  the  want  of  a  clear  comprehension  of 
it;  and  the  indefinite  situation  of  the  proposition 
now  before  the  Committee,  and  indefinite  reason- 
ing upon  it,  have,  I  acknowledge,  afibrded  one  strong 
ground  of  argument,  in  my  mind,  against  the  reso- 
lution. I  think  the  maxim  defensible,  that  no  re- 
solution, until  its  principles  are  clearly  defined,  and 


its  consequences  well  understood,  should  be  adopt- 
ed by  a  Legislatire  body,  especially  on  a  commer- 
cial subject,  since  it  is  a  given  point,  that  commerce 
has  generally  bid  defiance  to  Legislative  interfer- 
ence, and  in  the  event  triumphed  over  Legislative 
restrictions. 

The  discussion  of  this  subject  has  assumed  an  ap- 
pearance which  must  be  surprising  to  a  stranger, 
and  painful  in  the  extreme  to  ourselves. 

The  supreme  Legislature  of  the  United  States 
is  seriously  deliberating,  not  upon  the  welfare  of 
our  citizens,  but  uport  the  relative  circumstances 
of  two  European  nations;  and  this  deliberation 
has  not  for  iU  object  the  relative  benefits  of  their 
markets  to  us,  but  which  form  of  Government  is 
best,  and  most  like  our  own ;  which  people  feel  the 
greatest  affection  for  us;  and  what  measures  we 
can  adopt  which  will  best  humble  one  and  exalt  the 
other.  » 

The  primary  motive  of  these  resolutions,  as  ac- 
knowledged by  the  defenders  of  them,  was  not 
the  increase  of  our  agriculture,  manufactures,  or 
navigation,  but  to  humble  Great  Britain,  and  to 
build  up  France ;  and,  although  it  is  said,  our  ma- 
nufactures and  navigation  may  receive  advantage, 
it  is  only  mentioned  as  a  substitute  in  case  of  fail- 
ure as  to  the  great  object  of  humbling  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

The  discussion  in  favor  of  these  resolutions  has 
breathed  nothing  but  hostility  and  revenge  against 
the  English ;  and  yet  they  put  on  the  mild  ap- 
pearance of  commercial  regulations.  Legislatures, 
always  cautious  of  attempting  to  force  trade  from 
its  own  channels  and  habits,  should  certainly  be 
peculiarly  cautious,  when  they  do  undertake  such 
business,  to  set  about  it  with  temperance  and  cool- 
ness ;  but,  in  this  debate,  we  are  told  of  the  inexe- 
cution  of  a  former  treaty  withholding  Western 
posts,  insult,  and  dominations  of  a  haughty  people ; 
that,  through  the  agency  of  Great  Britain,  the  sa- 
vages are  upon  us  on  one  side,  and  the  Algerines 
on  the  other.  The  mind  is  roused  by  such  a  group 
of  evils,  and  then  called  upon  to  consider  a  state- 
ment of  duties  on  goods  imported  from  foreign 
nationsL  If  the  subject  is  commercial,  why  not 
treat  it  upon  the  basis  of  a  commercial  subject, 
and  with  coolness  attend  to  it?  If  it  is  a  question 
of  political  hostility  or  war,  a  firmer  tone  might  be 
adopted.  When  a  nation  is  oppressed  on  all  sides 
by  injuries  which  call  loudly  to  be  avenged,  there 
is  an  imperiousness  in  their  circumstances  which 
often  precludes  deliberation;  and  sometimes,  at 
least,  denies  its  propriety.  Promptitude  of  ac- 
tion, in  the  first  form  that  presents  itself,  is  fre- 
quently a  virtue ;  but,  when  all  this  national  pres- 
sure  is  to  obtain  redress  from  laying  a  duty  on  a 
few  articles  of  commerce,  one  would  hardly  think 
the  violent  introduction,  much  less,  an  impassioned 
mode  of  debate,  could  strike  any  man  with  pro- 
priety. I  think  this  mode  of  treating  the  subject 
tends  to  confuse,  and  contains  in  it  no  aptitude  to 
develope  either  principles  or  consequences.  After 
making  these  observations,  permit  me,  sir,  to  con- 
sider the  question  before  the  Committee  merely 
as  a  commercial  one,  and,  for  a  moment,  lay  aside 
Indians,  Algerines,  and  all  such  irritating  objects. 
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I  engage  it  shall  be  for  a  moment ;  they  certainly 
shall  have  a  full  consideration  in  a  future  part  of  my 
argument  To  perform  this  task  with  propriety, 
the  state  of  our  commerce  naturally  presents  itself 
as  the  first  object  of  inquiry.  In  this  I  am  antici- 
pated by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Dextek.]  and  by  a  number  of  incontestible  facts 
contained  in  the  official  document  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Our  commerce  is  flourishing,  and  our  na- 
vigation rapidly  increasing. 

I,  sir,  was  bred  a  farmer.  I  live  among  fanners, 
much  further  removed  from* a  view  of  commerce 
than  any  of  my  colleagues,  and  when  these  reso- 
lutions were  brought  forward,  I  expected  the  pain- 
ful detail  that  our  commerce  was  languishing  and 
our  tonnnge  decreasing,  and  that  our  mercantile 
interest  was  earnestly  ailling  for  the  aid  and  pro- 
tection of  Government  But  in  this  expectation  I 
am  agreeably  disappointed.  No  merchant  is  com- 
plaining, nor  any  fact  exij^ting  to  justify  such  com- 
plaints. It  is  worthy  of  remark,  and  must  induce 
serious  inquiry,  if  our  trndc  is  deranged  and 
shackled  to  the  degree  pretended,  why  the  mer- 
chantH  in  this  House  should  be  totally  ignorant  of 
it,  and  why,  to  a  man,  they  should  be  opposed  to 
these  regulations  which  put  on  the  specious  appear- 
ances of  affording  direct  relief  to  them  9  This  cir- 
cumstance  alone  would  go  far,  in  my  mind,  towards 
negativing  the  propositions ;  much  farther  than  the 
closet  speculations  of  a  philosopher  in  their  favor, 
which,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  cannot  be  reduced  to 
practice. 

And  here,  sir,  I  feel  a  confidence  in  repeating 
'  that,  upon  a  subject  of  forcing  trade  from  one  na- 
tion to  another,  which  is  of  necessity  so  compli- 
cated in  principle,  so  various  and  invisible  in  con- 
sequences, the  Committee  will  never  act  but  with 
the  utmost  caution,  and  will  constantly  keep  in  view 
that  trade  will  seek  its  own  markets,  find  its  own 
level,  and  regulate  itself  much  better  than  we  can 
do ;  and,  although  we  may  embarrass  it,  and  injure 
our  own  citizens,  and  even  other  nations,  for  a  while, 
it  will  eventually  rise  above  all  the  regulations  we 
can  make.' 

The  gentleman  who  introduced  these  resolves, 
aware  of  our  flourishing  state  of  commerce,  has  ac- 
knowledged that,  by  their  adoption,  certain  evils  will 
be  incurred.  What  are  these  evils?  If  we  allow 
full  operation  to  his  positions,  without  an  immedi- 
ate overture  in  Great  Britain,  there  will  be  a  stag- 
nation of  trade,  a  damp  to  agriculture,  its  laborers 
thrown  out  of  employment,  the  present  surplus  of 
produce  must  perish  on  the  hands  of  the  farmers, 
&c.  But  these  evils,  he  says,  ought  to  be  cheer- 
fully borne  to  obtain,  in  event,  a  much  greater  good. 
This  position  is  a  sound  one,  to  bear  present  small 
evils  to  effect  future  great  benefits.  But  to  make 
the  reasoning  complete,  should  not  the  gentleman 
show  that  the  promised  good  is  not  only  great 
enoup;li  to  justify  a  trial  of  the  present  evil,  but  that 
it  is  certain  ? 

Are  the  benefits  promised  by  these  regulations 
in  any  measure  certain,  or  even  probable  ?  The 
great  benefits  promised  are  a  Treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  a  repeal  of  her  Navigation  Act  as  it  re- 
spects the  United  States,  and,  in  fact,  a  universal 


freedom  of  trade ;  and  if  these  fail,  an  iDcrease  of 
our  manufactures,  and  a  course  of  trade  with 
France  free  as  they  please  to  give  ii&  I  know 
Indians,  &c.,  are  talked  of;  but  I  mean  these  are 
the  promised  benefits  of  a  commercial  kind.  Are 
those  events  so  probable  that  we  shall  be  justified 
in  trying  an  experiment  at  the  certain  expense  of 
our  present  tranquility  and  happiness?  It  is  said 
our  citizens  are  virtuous :  this  1  have  the  pleasure 
to  believe.  But,  to  convince  the  whole  mass  of 
the  people  that  a  system  of  self-dental  of  any 
great  extent  in  its  operation,  is  to  be  borne  by 
them  for  a  future  benefit,  you  must  hold  op  that 
benefit  in  a  more  striking  and  certain  point  of 
view  than  can  be  presented  in  this  case.  They 
will  be  slow  in  understanding  that  trade  is  to  be 
made  free  by  imposing  more  and  greater  shackles 
upon  it.  But,  if  our  commerce  is  flourishing,  say 
the  gentlemen,  why  shoukl  U  not  be  more  so?  If 
Great  Britain  imposes  pointed  restraints  open  our 
trade^  and  is  expressing  her  jealousy  and  hatred 
to  us  on  every  practicable  occa^on,  why  not  free 
ourselves?  What  has  Great  Britain  done,  sir? 
Has  she  made  a  single  law  restricting  the  cora- 
n>eroe  of  Independent  America  ?  All  her  restric- 
tions that  now  affect  us  were  in  existence  while 
we  were  her  Colonies,  and  are  part  of  her  Colo- 
nial establishment  Her  Navigation  Act  is  as  old 
as  1660;  and,  upon  strict  examination,  the  United 
States  are  more  favored  in  her  European,  East 
and  West  India  ports,  than  any  other  nation.  It 
is  said  our  trade  was  at  first  forced  there  ;  but  this 
rests  merely  on  assertion  ;  it  is  not  in  proof  before 
the  Committee.  The  markets  of  Great  Britain 
being  the  best,  our  articles  of  commerce  and  hers 
being  reciprocally  useful,  and  a  similarity  of  lan- 
guage and  r^igion,  with  many  other  natural  causes, 
have  carried  our  trade  to  her  ports,  and  will  keep 
it  there,  until  better  nuirkets  offer,  or  it  is  forced 
away. 

It  is  said  the  credit  given  by  British  merchants  is 
an  evil,  and  that  the  people  of  Virginia  owe  an  im- 
mense sum  in  Great  Britain.  When  a  complaint  is 
made  in  direct  terms  of  restrictions  on  our  trade, 
one  would  not  readily  imagine  that  another  com- 
plaint would  be  coupled  with  it,  that  the  trade  was 
so  free  as  to  become  an  injury.  Besides,  credit 
given  to  an  industrious,  provident  man,  never  can 
be  an  injury.  Will  it  place  us  in  a  situation  of 
fear.  If  we  may  argue  from  a  great  State,  Virginia, 
to  the  Union,  this  is  not  true ;  for  although  that 
State  owes  immense  debts,  her  Representatives 
come  forward  with  great  spirit  to  bring  Great  Bri- 
tain to  her  feet.  This  circumstance  of  giving  cre- 
dit is  entirely  a  municipal  regulation,  wholly  out 
of  reach  of  Congress.  The  people  at  the  Eastward 
do  not  owe  the  English  merchants,  and  are  very 
generally  opposed  to  these  regulations.  These 
facts  must  convince  us,  that  the  credits  given  us  by 
the  trade  of  Great  Britain  do  not  operate  a  fear  and 
a  dependence  which  can  be  alarming  to  Govern- 
ment 

If  the  municipal  regulations  of  Virginia,  or  any 
other  State,  will  place  the  whole  of  each  roan*s 
property  within  the  reach  of  his  creditor,  and  al- 
low the  creditor  legal  coercion  for  payment  of 
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debts,  when  Toliintarj  pftymvnt  is  denied,  there 
will  be  no  danger  from  foreign  or  domestic  credit 
The  slothful  and  idle,  as  well  as  thcT  spendthrift 
tnd  wicked,  will  readily  attribute  to  faults  of 
omission  and  commission  in  Government,  those 
erils  necessariljr  connected  with  their  own  im- 
pradence. 

It  Is  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[)lr,  FiNDLvr,]  that  the  merchants  in  this  city 
who  possess  capitals  of  their  own,  are  for  these 
restrictions  on  British  trade,  and  that  the  poorer 
sort,  who  are  in  want  of  credit,  and  must  do  busi- 
ness by  obtaintnjif  it,  are  opposed  to  them.  If  this 
be  a  &ct,  which  is  yet  to  be  ascertained,  it  affords 
another  argument  against  the  resolutions.  If  capi- 
talists, nabobs  in  trade,  would  wish  to  shut  out  of 
competition  men  who  have  not  capitals,  whose 
industry  and  knowledge  of  business  if  they  can 
at  first  obtain  credit,  would  promise  them  a  living 
and  usefulness  to  community,  whence  is  this  wish 
derived?  From  nothing  but  a  desire  to  effect  a 
monopoly  of  trade  to  themselves,  the  consequence 
of  which  would  be,  a  profit  of  25  or  60  per  cent ; 
and  those  men  who  have  not  capitals  must  servo 
them  as  clerks  or  quit  the  country.  Liberty  and 
equality  is  not  the  foremost  feature  in  this  desire 
of  oar  rich  merchants,  if  the  desire  exists :  and 
such  a  doctrine  savors  more  of  Aristocracy,  and 
less  of  Republicanism,  than  I  expected  to  hear 
from  that  honorable  member. 

It  is  said  the  British  Qovemment  has  broken 
the  Laws  of  Nations,  by  interruption  of  our  trade 
to  France.  The  fact  is.  Great  Britain  has  said 
France  is  in  riege,  or  is  blockaded — France  has  said 
the  same.  Upon  this  statement,  what  is  the  Law 
of  Nations  ?  That  neutral  vessels  shall  not  have 
intercourse  with  such  blockaded  or  besieged  place. 
The  &ets  are,  the  English  have  taken  the  cargoes 
of  our  vessels,  under  these  circumstances,  and  in 
trerj  instance  paid  the  value  of  her  caigo,  at  the 
port  of  destination ;  the  French  have  taken  all  our 
cargoes  bound  to  any  port  of  their  enemies,  and 
have  directed  that  a  committee  of  appraisal  shall 
be  appointed  to  appraise  and  pay  for  them. 

And  in  all  instances  of  wanton  treatment,  spoli- 
ation, or  making  our  vessels  prizes,  the  British 
Gorernraent  have  made  the  most  ample  promises 
of  redress,  contained  in  our  Minister's  oflicial  in- 
formatioa  This  is  a  situation  which  I  acknow- 
ledge is  an  evil ;  but  ought  not  a  neutral  nation  to 
expect  some  evils  of  the  kind,  especially  when  we 
connect  with  it,  the  almost  unavoidable  impru- 
dences, and,  I  may  add,  crimes  of  our  own  people, 
in  riolating  the  strict  line  of  duty,  which  must  be, 
and  always  is  marked  out,  for  neutral  nations? 
State  it  in  its  worst  point  of  light,  and  negotiation 
and  remonstrance  should  precede  any  decisive  Qo- 
▼emmental  act 

If  our  trade  is  flourishing,  and  under  no  restric- 
tions by  the  English,  more  than  she  imposes  on 
<^her  nations,  where  is  the  ground  of  revenge 
^S^ost  Great  Britain  ?  And  more  especially,  when 
the  fact  is  incontestible,  that  we  have  more  favor 
in  our  trade  with  her,  than  is  extended  to  any 
nation. 

Bat,  sulfer  me  to  ask,  why  tceaty  is  made  the 


basis  of  discrimination?  I  can  hitherto  find  no 
man,  merchant,  or  other,  can  state  any  benefits 
which  we  should  gain  by  a  treaty.  In  all  treaties 
the  strongest  nation  will  always  make  its  own 
construction,  and  the  weakest  nation  may  have 
the  benefit  of  right,  but  wanting  strength  to  enforce 
that  right,  its  voice  is  not  heard  in  explanation  of 
treaty.  Our  commercial  situation  presents  itself  to 
us  in  so  much  infancy,  the  events  of  a  month  may 
produce  such  surprising  advances,  as  has  been 
stated  by  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr, 
DurrsB,]  that  a  treaty  of  good  appearances  now, 
may  speedily  be  an  evil  Besides,  a  treaty  con- 
nects us  with  European  policy,  and  I  feel  a  strong 
desire  to  abstract  the  United  States  from  all  parti- 
cipation with  the  labyrinth  of  European  policy. 
What  has  been  the  advantage  of  our  treaties  al- 
ready formed  ?  That  with  France  I  conclude  will 
be  cited  as  the  best 

Regenerated  France  has  told  us,  that  their  Go- 
vernment, when  this  treaty  was  made,  had  no  good 
intentions  to  the  United  States,  or,  at  least^  no 
views  of  reciprocating  benefits  fairly.  I  suppose  the 
meaning  of  this  is,  that,  in  making  the  treaty,  the 
Government  of  France  consulted  her  own  interest, 
and  paid  not  much  attention  to  ours,  yet  this  treaty 
was  at  first  highly  applauded ;  but  let  it  be  tested 
by  the  benefits  actually  received.  In  considering 
it  in  point  of  actual  benefits,  I  should  be  glad  to 
nnd  them  and  dwell  upon  them,  without  bringing 
into  view  the  harm  it  has  done  us;  but  no  benefits 
exist  Does  the  treaty  protect  our  property  in 
seeking  its  markets,  where  neutral  nations  have 
undoubted  rights,  any  more  than  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions ?  England  has  violated  the  latter,  and  France 
the  former.  I  lay  out  of  the  question  the  group 
of  evils  which  seemed  to  result  from  this  treaty 
the  last  Summer,  the  evident  danger  of  a  war,  pre- 
vented only  by  the  conduct  of  an  unparalleled 
Executive,  and  many  other  disadvantages  of  this 
treaty,  because  the  unexampled  situation  of  France 
may  have  produced  many  consequences,  which 
will  not  form  general  ground  of  argument,  and 
becaiise  those  subjects  have  been  very  fairly  stated 
by  a  gentleman  from  Yirginia,  [Mr.  Lbb.] 

One  trait,  and  that  which  was  considered  as  the 
best  in  this  treaty,  was  this ;  all  property  was  to 
follow  the  bottom  in  which  it  was  found.  Friendly 
bottoms  made  friendly  cargo,  and  an  enemy's  bot- 
tom made  prize  of  the  cargo.  The  Law  of  Na- 
tions is,  to  discriminate  always,  so  as  to  make  prize 
of  enemy's  property,  find  it  where  you  may.  Re- 
generated France  has  been  in  the  constant  act, 
under  sanction  of  this  treaty,  of  making  prize  of 
all  property  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  found  in  English,  Spanish,  Portuguese, 
Ausb-ian,  Dutch,  and  Prussian  vessels,  I  mean  since 
those  nations  have  been  at  war  with  her;  and 
what  do  we  gain  ?  It  cannot  operate  in  our  favor 
any  further  than  to  save  French  property  to  them, 
if  found  in  our  vessels,  if  we  had  treaties  of  a  simi- 
lar kind  with  the  world.  So  that  this  kind  of 
treaty  is  uncommonly  circumstanced ;  indeed,  we 
can  gain  nothing  but  a  protection  for  our  friend's 
property,  but  lose  directly  our  own;  and  we 
never  can  be  in  a  situation  to  gain  unless  we  pre- 
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suppose  war,  which  I  hope  we  may  ayoid;  cer- 
tainly we  are  not  as  liable  to  war  as  the  nations  in 
Europe,  who  are  generally  in  war  three  or  four 
^ears  in  every  seven  :  of  course  this  trait  in  treaties 
18  no  very  inviting  one  to  us.  If  treaties  are  formed 
in  the  common  style,  that  is,  place  the  nation  treat- 
ing on  the  basis  of  the  most  fiivored  nations,  eYeij 
one  can  discern  it  amounts  to  little,  if  anything, 
more  than  complimentary  language  of  course. 

One  great  object  of  these  resolves  is,  to  effect  a 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  we  are  told  in  the 
same  breath  that  Great  Britain  is  in  the  habit  of 
breaking,  not  only  the  Law  of  Nations,  but  solemn 
treaty. 

But  we  are  told  a  free  trade,  or  rather  a  trade  on 
principles  of  more  reciprocity,  is  to  be  obtained  by 
these  regulations ;  and  that  France  gives  us  that 
reciprocity,  and,  of  course,  we  ought  to  withdraw 
our  trade  from  the  English,  and  give  it  to  France. 
If  the  markets  of  France,  and  the  benefits  of  trade 
in  her  ports,  exceed  those  of  any  other  nation,  our 
trade  will  go  there  of  itself;  if  not,  why  force  it? 
In  this  part  of  the  argument,  I  request  the  liberty 
of  treating  both  France  and  England  merely  as 
commercial  nations,  for,  if  commercial  benefits  are 
not  found  in  the  trade  of  two  nations,  I  very  much 
doubt  the  continuation  of  the  trade,  from  principles 
of  friendship. 

What  favors  do  we  receive  from  France,  whi^h 
will  iustify  such  an  exertion  to  put  down  her  rival 
and  build  her  up  ?    Our  trade  is  at  present  under 
no  very  auspicious  drcumstances  with   France; 
even  in  the  best  of  times  a  merchant  having  esta- 
blished his  correspondence  there  on    the    most 
&vored   footing,   when   he  sent  his  cargo  could 
draw  bills  for  one-third  of  the  amount,  and  they 
would  be  honored ;  the  remaining  two- thirds,  when 
sold,  the  American  merchant  would  be  advised  he 
might  draw  for,  but  no  interest  allowed  for  the 
time  the  French  merchant  held  the  property ;  but 
if  the  amount  of  bills  drawn  at  first  exceeded  the 
third  part  of  sales,  interest  was  charged.    The 
English  merchant  would  honor  his  American  cor- 
respondent's bills  when  accompanied  by  his  bill  of 
lading  only,  for  the  whole  amount,  and  cargoes 
have  often  l>een  purchased  and  the  insurance,  wa- 
ges, and  the  finding  of  the  ship,  have  been  paid  out 
of  the  avails  of  her  cargo,  thus  anticipated  by  bills 
before  the  voyage.    This  course  of  trade,  as  prac- 
tised by  the  two  nations,  needs  no  comment    Are 
the  fabrics  of  the  French  bettor  than  the  English  ? 
Is  this  a  proper  time  to  depend  upon  France  for 
our  articles  of  clothing,  when  she  is  convulsed  to 
her  centre  by  a  war?    And  can  any  man  suppose 
the  Column  established  in  Lyons,  sacred  to  Liber- 
ty, is  any  more  favorable  to  her  manufactures  than 
if  no  such  Column  had  been  there,  and  her  manu- 
fiictures  were  increasing  instead  of  diminishing? 
Does  the  Government  of  France  admit  us  into  her 
West  Indies,  with  any  favor  peculiar  to  us?    The 
act  opening  her  West  Indies  was  no  more  for  us 
than  the  British  act  is  against  us ;  the  fact  is,  neither 
of  them  cared  for  us,  they  each  did  what  they 
thought  would  best  promote  their  own  interest. 

If  these  regulations  are  to  unshackle  our  trade, 
why  not  leave  it  unshackled?     The  fetters  are 


only  changed  from  one  side  to  the  other,  and 
France  stamped  upon  them  instead  of  England. 
The  circuiftstance  of  heavily  taxing  our  trade  to 
Great  Britain,  for  the  sake  of  driving  it  to  France, 
is  a  proof  that  it  enjoys  more  freedom  where  it  is. 
If  it  be  true,  that  we  injure  ourselves  in  the  first 
instance,  by  these  restrictions,  although  Gk'eat  Bri- 
tain deserves  punishment,  I  have  said  we  should 
be  cautious  how  we  sacrifice  ourselves  to  a  princi- 
ple of  revenge.  But  it  may  be  worth  inquiiy 
how  much  it  is  probable  we  can  injure  Great 
Britain  ? 

It  is  said,  Great  Britain  depends  upon  the  United 
States  for  the  bread  of  her  manu&cturers  and 
the  raw  materials  which  employ  them.  It  ooght 
to  be  remarked  here,  that  a  principal  ooropiaint 
against  Great  Britain  is,  that  she  prohibits  oar 
bread-stuflT,  and  this  is  a  fact,  except  in  times  of 
scarcity.  One  would  think,  to  hear  the  declara- 
tions in  this  House,  that  all  men  were  fed  at  the 
openings  of  our  hand,  and  if  we  shut  that  hand, 
the  nations  starve,  and  if  we  but  shake  the  fist  after 
it  is  shut,  they  die.  This  language,  to  say  no  more 
of  it,  will  prove  our  origin  to  be  British  and  that 
not  long  ago,  for  the  same  gentlemen  say,  the  Bri- 
tish nation  is  proud  in  the  extreme.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  Dutch  are  in  treaty  with  os,  and 
of  course  are  to  be  favored  by  the  third  resolution, 
which  places  all  nations  in  treaty  with  as,  on  a 
footing  of  lower  tonnage.  It  is  likewise  known 
that  the  English  have  as  much  ascendancy  over 
the  Dutch  as  propriety  would  dictate.  "What 
would  these  restrictions  do  then,  at  best,  bat  shape 
the  course  of  our  trade  through  Holland?  Oar 
trade  might,  perhaps,  come  more  from  the  Texel 
than  the  Thames,  but  the  names  would  oonstitate 
the  chief  difference. 

Spain  and  Portugal,  in  Europe,  and  their  other 
Dominions,  if  once  called  upon  by  necessity,  can 
raise  bread-stuff  to  an  unlimited  amoont  And  if 
we  refuse  our  provisions  to  the  West  Indies,  woald 
not  Great  Britain  thank  us  for  the  bounty  we  shoald 
give,  in  that  vei^  act  of  denial  to  the  Canadian 
country,  which  she  is  so  rapidly  filling,  even  with 
our  own  cittxens  ?  The  provisions  of  every  kind 
which  may  be  raised  there,  no  man  can  limit  with 
any  kind  of  certainty.  But  cannot  Great  Britain 
reUdiate,  and  distress  us  in  a  commercial  war  ?  I 
will  not  enlarge  upon  this,  it  has  already  been 
shown  that  Great  Britain  can  retaliate  with  tenfold 
advantages.  It  is  said,  although  she  can  injure  as 
in  part,  she  will  suffer  in  the  greatest  degree,  and 
that  our  sufferings  will  be  spread  nearly  over  the 
whole  community,  each  will  bear  a  part,  but  Great 
Britain  will  suffer  in  one  entire  class  of  citisens,  her 
manufacturers.  It  will  be  but  a  poor  consolation 
to  our  farmers  at  large,  when  they  find  themselTes 
suffering,  to  inform  them,  that  a  very  innocent  set 
of  men,  the  manu&cturers  of  Great  Britain,  are 
suffering  much  more  than  they  do ;  and  if  they 
should  clamor  against  Government,  it  woold  be  an 
unsatisfactory  answer  to  them  that  there  was  a 
greater  clamor,  and  even  mob,  in  England. 

If  the  proposed  duties  are  low.  Great  Britain 
certainly  will  not  suffer.  If  they  are  high,  what 
will  be  the  consequences?    It  does  not  admit  of 
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trgamenfe,  that  the  people  of  this  country  must 
import  auuiy  articles,  from  some  foreign  country ; 
we  oerUioly  cannot  at  once  manufacture  a  suffi- 
deocy  for  our  own  consumption.  It  is  equally 
certtin,  that,  at  present,  no  country  on  earth  can 
supply  us  but  Great  Britain :  the  consequence  will 
be,  that  British  goods  will  get  here,  and  the  duties 
being  high,  will  produce  smuggling.  Our  mer- 
chants are  now  proverbial  for  a  combination  not 
to  defraud  the  revenue;  but,  let  your  duties  be 
high,  and  the  practice  of  all  other  countries  will 
be  adopted — there  will  be  associations  to  cheat 
your  revenue ;  and  this  country,  by  its  numerous 
wad  safe  harbors^  affords  an  unlimited  opportunity 
(0  defraud  the  revenue  with  impunity.  A  tribute 
of  praise  is  due  to  our  merchants,  for  their  exertions 
in  the  establishment  and  support  of  this  Qovern- 
meat;  and,  among  their  virtues,  the  punctual  pay- 
ment of  duties  is  not  the  least  But  I*  feel  the  im- 
policy ef  straining  them  too  hard ;  an  alienation 
from  the  Government,  and  hostility  to  the  revenue, 
m\\  be  the  probable  consequence. 

Oar  shipping,  it  is  said,  will  be  increased :  this 
CM  happen  only  by  a  failure  of  reducing  Great 
Britiin  to  terms.    This  is  worthy  of  notice .  Great 
Britain  has  gained  in  quantity  of  shipping  by  her 
Ktvigation  Act ;  and,  of  course,  say  the  gentle- 
men, it  is  proper  for  the  United  States  to  have  a 
Narigation  Act.     Great  Britain  is  an  island  filled 
with  inhabitants,  and,  if  not  decreasing,  has  cer- 
ttialy  not  increiuied  in  numbers  for  many  years. 
The  United  States  have  a  great  extent  of  fertile 
territory,  wholly  unoccupied,   and  an  increasing 
hardy  yeomanry  to  cultivate  it  to  the  best  advan- 
tigcL    Our  shipping  has  rapidly  increased,  and  has 
gained  that  point  of  equality  and  proportion  with 
our  agriculture  which  a  just  equilibrium  of  things 
demands ;  this  is  proved  by  the  advanced  price  of 
oar  geamen's  wages.    And,  besides,  there  is  no 
more  capital  to  spare  for  navigation.    Our  farmers 
fed  the  benefit  of  a  competition  in  the  carrying- 
Me,  and  it  is  at  least  ouestionable  whether  it  is 
yet  politic  to  force  foreigners  out  of  this  compe- 
titioa.    We  have  already,  by  our  discrimination 
of  toonage  in  favor  of  our  own  vessels,  and  by 
the  addition  of  ten  per  cent  on  the  cargoes  of 
foreign  vessels,  nearly  destroyed  the  competition, 
ezeept  to  ports  where  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
lible,  for  our  vessels  to  go.     With  this  view  of  the 
fiibject,  I  confess  it  is  very  doubtful  in  my  mind 
whether  an  attempt  to  force  an  increase  either  of 
our  {shipping  or  manufactures,  would  be  politic. 
At  present,  sir,  I  see  no  ground  for  revenging  on 
Great  Britain ;  and  if  there  were,  I  c«n  discern  no 
probability  of  injuring  her  as  much  as  ourselves, 
by  the  attempt;  and  a  treaty  has  no  flattering  ap- 
pevaaee  to  me.    One  thing  had  escaped  my  at- 
tention; our  treaties  are,  by  the  Constitution,  the 
fnpreme  law  of  the  land.    This  ties  us  unequally, 
in  case  of  treaty,  as  no  nation  is  under  equal  obli- 
ge oiu  to  fu  ftl  a  treaty. 

But,  the  gentlemen  say,  the  Indian  war  exists, 
^e  Algerines  are  abroad  on  the  sea,  committing 
piracy  on  our  trade,  kc  I  promised  to  consider 
these  matters,  as,  in  my  mind,  they  are  very  seri- 
OQi subjects;  sad  one  gentleman  [Hr.  Giles]  has 


I  said,  if  these  were  removed  out  of  sight,  three- 
I  quarters  of  bis  argument  must  be  lost  Is  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  as  it  respects  the  Western  posts, 
unexecuted  V  Is  the  Indian  war  instigated  and 
supplied  by  the  British  nation,  and  are  the  Alge- 
rines, through  the  agency  of  the  same  nation,  de- 
stroying our  trade  and  enslaving  our  citixens  9 
These  are  serious  charges ;  if  true^  they  deserve 
the  attention  of  all  men,  and  particularly  of  this 
Committee.  For  the  purposes  of  the  present  ar- 
gument, I  will  suppose  that  all  those  charges  are 
specifically  and  directly  proved;  and  by  proof, 
here,  mil  be  understood,  that  the  facts  are  so  far 
within  our  knowledge  that  candor  cannot  hesitate 
in  a  condasion.  If  I  thought  the  resolutions  un- 
der consideration  were  certain  in  the  production 
of  evil  to  ourselves,  and  very  uncertain  as  it  re- 
spected either  our  own  future  benefits  or  injury 
to  Great  Britain,  what  can  I  think  of  them  as  a 
remedy  applicable  to  so  much  injury?  When 
considering  the  question  in  this  point  of  view,  I 
am  led  to  ask  the  gentlemen  if  they  can  be  seri- 
ous, in  supposing  these  resolutions  are  a  proper, 
consistent,  and  i^equate  remedy,  for  evils  of  the 
nature  and  magnitude  just  recited?  1  acknow- 
ledge my  own  feelings  are  very  different  If  these 
statements  are  founded  in  fact,  I  cannot  justify 
myself  to  my  constituents,  or  my  conscience,  in 
saying  the  adoption  of  the  regulations  of  com- 
merce, a  Navigation  Act,  or  the  whole  parade  of 
shutting  ports,  and  freeing  trade  of  its  shackles, 
is  in  any  degree  calculated  to  meet  or  remedy  the 
evil.  ' 

Although  I  deprecate  war  as  the  worst  of  ca- 
lamities for  my  country,  yet  I  would  inquire,  seri- 
ously, whether  we  had  fulfilled  the  Treaty  on  our 
part  with  Great  Britain?  Do  complete  justice  to 
them  first  I  would  negotiate  as  long  and  as  far 
as  patience  ought  to  go ;  and  if  I  found  an  obsti- 
nate denial  of  justice,  I  would  then  lay  the  hand 
of  force  upon  the  Western  posts,  and  teach  the 
world  that  the  United  Stages  were  no  less  prompt 
in  commanding  justice  to  be  done  them,  than  they 
had  been  patient  and  industrious  in  attempting  to 
obtain  it  by  fair  and  peaceable  means.  In  this 
view  of  the  subject,  I  should  be  led  to  say— Away 
with  your  milk-and-water  regulations;  they  are 
too  trifling  to  effect  objects  of  such  importance. 
Are  the  Algerines  to  be  frightened  with  paper  re- 
solves, or  the  Indians  to  be  subdued,  or  the  West- 
ern posts  taken,  by  commercial  regulations?  When 
we  consider  the  snbject  merely  as  a  commercial 
one,  it  goes  too  far,  and  attempts  too  much ;  but 
when  considered  as  a  war  establishment,  it  falls  in- 
finitely short  of  the  mark,  and  does  too  little. 

Mr.  BouDENOT  lamented  the  want  of  practical 
commercial  knowledge,  when  called  upon  to  give 
an  opinion  on  subjects  of  so  great  ma^itude  and 
essential  importance  to  this  country.  But  it  was 
with  pleasure  he  took  an  opportunity  of  acknow- 
ledging the  obligation  he  was  under  to  the  ffentle- 
men  who  had  gone  before  him,  for  their  collection 
of  facts,  tlieir  calculations  and  strong  reasoning, 
on  the  subject  by  which  his  misfortune  was 
greatly  alleviated.  The  calm  and  dispassionate 
discussion  of  so  great  and  interesting  a  question. 
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must  be  productive  of  g^reat  pablie  advantage,  as 
well  as  do  great  honor  to  this  Committee,  ft  was 
with  the  greatest  attention  that  he  had  heard  the 
vnrions  reasonings  throughout  this  long  debate. 
He  h:id  examined  the  facts,  he  had  compared  and 
applied  the  caieulations,  he  had  weighed  every 
argument,  and  had  endeavored  to  draw  some  final 
conclusions  to  direct  his  judgment.  That  which 
had  made  the  most  forcible  impression  on  hit* 
mind,  and  was  equally  deducible  from  the  argu- 
ments used  by  either  side  of  the  House,  was, 
'*that  every  wise  nation,  under  the  consideration 
of  all  circumstances,  endeavored  to  make  their 
own  individual  interest  the  pole-star  by  which  to 
direct  their  conduct,  whether  of  a  political  or 
commercial  nature.**  He  observed,  that  it  ap- 
peared to  him  as  clear  as  any  mathematical  pro- 
position, that  in  all  the  commercial  regulations  of 
the  nations  of  Europe,  this  one  object  influenced 
every  actiun.  This  was  plainly  seen  in  all  the 
favorable  circumstances  attending  the  arrtts  of 
France  in  our  favor.     This,  and  this  alone,  had 

Eenned  every  commercial  restriction  against  us 
y  Great  Bntain.  From  the  whole,  then,  of  the 
debate,  without  going  into  comparison  of  one  na- 
tion and  her  conduct  towards  ns  with  another, 
which  sometimes  led  into  invidious  distinctions, 
Mr.  B.  said  he  had  drawn  this  obvious  and  deter- 
minate conclusion — from  the  acknowledged  atten- 
tion of  old  and  wise  nations  to  their  own  particu- 
lar interests,  and  which  he  should  make  the  rule  of 
bis  conduct  on  this  great  question-—**  to  go  and  do 
likewise." 

But,  befo|«  he  proceeded  to  the  resolutions  on 
the  table,  he  thought  proper  to  premise  the  pro- 
priety of  laying  out  of  the  debate  the  charge  of 
the  enmity  of  Great  Britain  and  the  friendship  of 
France,  as  far  as  either  respected  the  former  Go- 
vernment Politicians  and  legislators  should  not 
indulge  passion ;  the  circumstances  of  the  present 
Government  were  those  that  demanded  their  at- 
tention, and  by  going  so  fur  back,  they  would  be 
exposed  to  greater  mistakes.  He  said  he  hud  al- 
ready found  it  very  easy  to  mistake  or  misappre- 
hend facts  of  an  important  nature,  when  relative  to 
subjects  that  engage  the  passions  as  well  as  the 
judgment 

Mr.  B.  said  he  wns  not  desirous  of  becoming 
the  panegyrist  of  Great  Britain;  he  Imd  known 
too  much,  he  had  felt  too  much,  to  execute  such 
an  office  with  propriety.  He  should  not  o vervains 
the  friendship  of  Fr;ince  in  the  aid  we  had  re- 
ceived from  her,  because  he  knew  that  it  was  not 
from  the  Nation,  but  the  Monarch,  that  the  whole 
of  it  was  brought  about  He  knew  that  his  sole 
motive  was  the  best  interests  of  his  Crown,  and 
that  when  he  fought  with  us  side  by  side  he  had 
fought  his  own  battles  in  our  country,  instead  of 
his  own.  It  was  interest  that  led  America  to  ask, 
it  was  interest  that  led  him  to  comply.  But,  not- 
withstanding circumstances  of  this  nature,  he  was 
desirous  that  the  whole  truth  should  prevail.  He 
did  not  approve  of  half  truths,  he  wished  the  whole 
to  be  known.  Great  Britain  had  been  repeatedly 
charged  with  oru/inating  the  Indian  war.  She 
had  been  (it  was  said)  alwaye  averso  to  entering 


into  a  commercial  treaty  with  ns.  These  faets 
Mr.  B.  disputed;  nay,  he  did  not  believe  them. 
Gentlemen  had  founded  many  .strong  argoments 
upon  them,  but  it  would  have  been  best  first  to 
have  produced  the  evidence,  to  prove  their  ex- 
istence. As  to  the  originaHng  the  Indian  war; 
so  far  from  its  being  originate  by  Great  Britaio, 
he  knew  that  it  had  originated  in  the  false  policy 
of  Congress,  in  1783.  This  was  no  new  idea;  he 
had  then  foreseen  it ;  he  had  then  foretold  it,  «ith 
its  consequences.  He  did  not  deny  that  the  offi- 
cers and  agents  of  Great  Britain  bad  since  en- 
couraged and  increased  it ;  that  they  had  not  done 
what  they  ought  to  have  done,  to  prevent  it  Tber 
had  claimed  the  right  of  aiding  the  Indians  br 
presents:  we,  also,  as  a  nation,  had  claimed  the 
right  of  aiding  the  French  Republic,  in  everr 
way  consistent  with  our  nentrality.  As  to  her 
being  ahpaye  averse  to  a  commercial  treaty,  this 
also  should  be  taken  with  some  restriction.  The 
facts  should  be  truly  stated.  In  September,  1779, 
Congress  thought  it  prudent  to  authorize  and  in- 
struct their  Commissioners  to  enter  into  a  Com- 
mercial Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  in  ease  of  a 
Peace.  In  July,  1781,  when  a  negotiation  for 
Peace  was  likely  to  take  place.  Congress,  on  the 
principle  that  our  true  commercial  advantages 
wore  not  well  understood,  thought  it  best  to  avoid 
all  unnecessary  European  connexions;  and.  there- 
fore, in  the  month  of  July,  1781,  repealed  the 
Commissioners'  authority  to  enter  into  a  Com- 
mercial Treaty,  and  withdrew  their  instroclioM. 
At  this  critical  moment  when  Great  Britain  had 
acceded  to  our  Independence,  and  was  impressed 
with  the  danger  of  losing  our  commerce,  she  came 
forward,  ana  (if  his  information  was  right)  pro- 
posed a  Commercial  Treaty,  on  rational  and  gene- 
rous term.s,  which,  for  want  of  authority,  was  re- 
fused by  our  Commissioner*.  To  this  source  was 
the  Proclamation  of  the  King  of  Great  Britais 
owing,  by  which  we  were  cut  off  from  the  VVc«t 
India  trade.  Before  this  mistake  could  be  recti- 
fied, our  disunion  as  to  commercial  regulations, 
and  weakness  as  to  national  objects,  were  lolly 
known  to  Great  Britain ;  since  which,  he  believed, 
she  had  wholly  omitted  to  enter  into  further  tre.it/ 
with  us. 

He  said  he  had  carefully  examined  the  Jour- 
nals of  Congress  as  to  the  granting  and  repeal  of 
the  power  of  the  Commissioners ;  but  as  to  the 
offering  and  reAising  the  Coramerdal  Treaty,  he 
depended  on  a  Confidential  Letter  he  had  received 
in  1783,  and  which  was  read  in  Congress  the  Intof 
October  of  that  year ;  and  ns  he  would  not  vouch 
for  the  authenticity  of  those  facta,  but  chose  that 
the  Committee  should  have  all  thee\'idence  he  had, 
he  would  trouble  them  with  reading  the  substance 
of  it  Mr.  B.  then  rend  some  parts  of  a  letter 
dated  September  28,  1783,  which  in  subataiice 
was— 

"  I  left  Paris  the  16tb  of  June ;  the  day  before  whidi 
Mr.  Hartley  had  cummunicatod  to  the  American  Pi^oi- 
potentiory  and  to  me  a  despatch  which  bo  had  receired 
from  Mr.  Secretary  Fox,  authorising  Mr.  Hartley  to 
agree  to  a  Treaty  of  Commerce,  allowing  a  free  trade 
to  the  West  Indiea  to  the  vessels  and  citixou  of  the 


305 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


806 


jASffARf,  1794.] 


Commerce  of  the  United  Staiee. 


[H.  OF  B. 


United  States,  noder  the  aiogle  restriction  of  not  car- 
ryiivj^  the  produce  of  those  Islands  to  Great  Britain  ; 
that  Cungress  would  best  know  the  reasoos  tliat  in- 
doeeiJ  Uie  Comminsiuners  to  object  to  that  restriction, 
and  which  had  eventuallv  frustrated  the  expectation  of 
I  Oifflinercial  Treaty  with  Oreat  Britaiiu     And  ]foa 
vill  undoubtedly  have  seen  the  Proclaroation,  which, 
in  con»<*quence  thereof,  had  been  issued  b^  His  Britan- 
Die  Msjeitj,  whereby  the  vessels  of  the  U  nited  States 
arc.  in  effect,  precluded  from  all  access  to  the  British 
We«t  Indies.    But  as  the  ultimate  intentions  of  the 
firitish  Minister  on  that  subject  appeared  doubtful,  and 
as  it  leemed  highly  important  that   they  should  be 
known  to  Congreas  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  I  had 
oecasion  on  Friday,  the  eighth  of  August,  to  see  my  Lord 
Horth  respecting  a  matter  of  private  proper^,  I  availed 
nvieirof  that  opportunity  of  conversing  thereon  with 
hii  Lordship,  wbo,  with  great  apparent  candor,  told  me, 
Uia:  the  Proclamation  and  the  principles  of  it  would 
omioubiedly  be  adhered  to  during  the  continuance  of 
t})e  act  of  Parliament ;  that  Parliament  must  then  de- 
tennioe  respecting  future  measures  ;  that  the  Naviga- 
tion Act  had  been  the  source  and  support  of  the  Bri- 
ti^  natal  power,  and  must  not  be  infringed  without 
urgent  oeressity ;  that  he  was  desirous  of  promoting  a 
goud  understanding  with  the  United  States  oyall  means 
compatible  with  the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  but  that 
ti»  Afflericans,  after  making  themselves  independent, 
were  unreasonable— desiring  privileges  whioi  never 
kao  been  granted  to  any  independent  people,  especially 
a«  tbej  appeared  to  have  neither  the  inclination  nor 
tite  ability  to  give  an^  adequate  advantages  to  Great 
^itatn  in  return.     I  intimated  the  probability  that  the 
Uaited  Suites  would  retaliate,  and  prevent  their  pro- 
duce being  carried  to  the  West  Inaies  in  British  ves- 
f»W   To  which  his  Lordship  replied,  that  the  United 
Slates  had  doubtless  the  right  to  adopt  such  a  measure, 
bai  in  so  doing  they  would  necessarily  deprive  them- 
•ekes  of  the  best,  and  indeed  the  only  sufficient  mar- 
ket (tr  their  produce ;  obstruct  the  growth,  agriculture, 
tod  pnwperity  of  their  own  country,  and  injure  them- 
«drM  much  more  than  they  could  possibly  injure  Great 
Britain.    That  in  war.  Great  Britain  was  exposed  to 
DtKh  expense  and  difficulty  in  defending  her  West 
India  C«»loaies,  and  at  all  tiuies  giving  them  exclusively 
the  benefit  of  her  market,  depriving  herself  in  their 
^vur  of  the  advantage  of  purchasing  the  sugars,  dbc. 
of  oiber  countries,  and  tliereby  enabhng  British  West 
laJia  planters  to  obtain  higher  prices  for  their  produce 
thaa  the  planters  of  any  other  nation ;  and  that  unless 
Oreat  Britaio,  in  return  for  these  favors,  could  exclu- 
STely  enjoy  the  benefits  of  their  navigation,  it  would, 
ifi  hi  private  opinion,  be  much  better  to  let  them  be- 
coioe  independent,  like  the  United  States.    His  Lord- 
•hip  did  not  request,  and  I  presume  he  did  not  expect 
I  would  keep  this  omversation  a  secret,  and  yon  are  at 
iibenj  to  communicate  it  to  Congress :  though  as  I  do 
Bot  with  to  be  cited  on  political  subjects,  1  beg  it  may 
be  cunfioed  to  that  honorable  body.    1  indeed  thought 
it  expedient,  before  I  left  London,  to  write  an  account 
of  it  to  the  American  Plenipotentiary  in  Paris^**  Ac. 

Mr.  E  then  proceeded,  and  said,  that  tb#8e  fitcts 
ittd  convinced  him  thai  the  charge  was  too  gene- 
nil  jupecially  as  by  the  late  communications  we 
ire  iofofoied  that  a  negotiation  was  now  again  in 
^a  on  the  same  subject  That  in  his  opinion 
Oreat  Britain  had  enough  to  answer  for  that  was 
justly  chargeable  to  her  account,  without  relying 
OQ  bare  fiuggestiona  without  proof.    Her  breach 


of  the  Treaty  by  carrying  away  our  negroes,  con- 
trary to  the  express  words,  and  withholding  the 
posts,  without  the  shadow  of  excuse,  are  sufficient 
evidence  of  her  want  of  public  faith ;  but  let  us 
not  found  our  acts  on  those  facts,  which,  if  in* 
quired  into,  we  cannot  support  Mr.  K  observed, 
that  he  had  made  these  observations  to  remind 
gentlemen  that  though  this  nation  had  at  times 
dose  us  wrong,  yet  that  we  had  not  been  without 
fault:  therefore,  he  added,  let  us  dispassionately 
consider  the  resolution  on  the  table,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  our  present  situation  among  the  nations, 
or  as  it  has  been,  since  our  present  Government 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  our  trade  has  been  in  a 
flourishing  condition  ever  since  the  year  1790. 
Let  any  gentleman  who  doubts  this  cast  his  eye 
on  the  Reports  from  the  Treasury  Office  for  sereral 
years  past :  it  is  fast  pressing  to  perfection. 

Mr.  R  was  of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  who 
had  gone  before  him,  that  it  was  possible  to  carry 
our  navigation  too  far,  when  considered  in  pro- 
portion to  our  agricultural  interest ;  but  that  {x>int 
was  yet  to  come.  He  acknowledged  that  since 
the  late  war  in  Europe,  we  had  been  the  suffer- 
ers ;  that  our  ships  had  been  piratically  despoiled 
(if  he  might  be  allowed  the  expression)  by  the 
privateers  of  England,  Spain,  and  France;  that 
our  citizens  justly  looked  up  to  their  Government 
for  protection  and  recompense.  The  usual  esta- 
blished mode  among  civilized  nations  was,  in  the 
first  instance,  remonstrance  and  negotiation ;  this 
was  not  the  duty  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  but  belonged  to  another  department:  we 
were  officially  informed  that  this  was  done,  a  ne- 
gotiation was  on  foot,  and  our  Executive  officer 
had  fixed  the  1st  day  of  December  last,  when  our 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  London  was  to  gpve  a 
positive  and  decided  account  of  the  state  of  the 
negotiation.  Would  it  then  be  prudent  for  the 
Committee,  until  the  issue  of  that  negotiation  is 
known,  to  interfere,  or  perhaps  run  counter  to  our 
Executive?  The  departments  of  Government 
should  be  kept  separate,  and  not  one  counteract 
the  other. 

He  at  length  adverted  to  the  resolution  before 
the  Committee,  and  said  it  consisted  of  two  parts : 
one  reUtive  to  higher  duties  on  the  manufactures 
of  foreign  nations  not  having  any  treaty  with  us, 
the  other  to  fiu-ther  restrictions  on  the  shipping  of 
those  nations.  To  these,  then,  Mr.  B.  said  he 
would  confine  himseil^  and  thereby  greatly  narrow 
the  debate.  The  first  inquiry  that  obviously  pre- 
sented .  itself,  in  order  to  determine  the  effect,  is, 
On  whom  will  these  higher  duties  fall  ?  The  ge- 
neral principle  agreed  on  all  bands  is,  that  the 
consumer  pays  the  duty.  The  citizens  of  the 
United  States  are  the  consumers;  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  must,  therefore,  pay  the  higher 
duties.  This  reasoning  proceeds  on  the  fact  that 
our  citizens  purchase  the  manufiu^tures.  The  ar- 
tides  mentioned  are  either  necessaries  or  superflu- 
ities :  if  necessaries,  our  citizens  must  have  them ; 
if  superfluities,  as  freemen  they  will  have  them,  if 
they  choose  them ;  they  will  lay  out  their  money 
as  they  please,  unless  restricted  by  laws  founded 
'  on  the  true  interests  of  the  nation.    But  it  may 
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he  said  that  they  may  be  supplied  from  home  ma- 
nufactures, or  from  nations  m  alliance  with  u& 
The  first  cannot  be  true,  as  will  be  evident  from 
the  present  state  of  our  manufiustures.  The  sup* 
ply  equal,  or  bearing  any  reasonable  proportion 
to  the  demand,  is  impossible  for  many,  many  yean 
to  come.  As  to  other  nations,  it  may  fiiirly  be 
said,  with  regard  to  the  supply,  that  France  and 
Holland  are  the  only  nations  that  can  be  confrm- 
plated.  It  would  be  cruel  in  the  extreme  to  put 
France  to  the  test,  under  her  present  critical  and 
distressing  situation.  She  has  called  all  her  citi- 
zens into  the  field ;  if  any  can  be  spared,  it  must 
be  for  the  purpose  of  her  agriculture,  or  the  manu- 
£u:ture  of  arms  alone.  It  would  expose  her  to  the 
charge  of  inability,  without  giving  her  the  chance 
of  a  fiiir  experiment  Every  gentleman  on  the 
floor  knows  Uiat  Holland,  independently  consider- 
ed, has  no  possible  way  of  yielding  us  a  supply. 
If  she  does  it,  it  must  be  as  a  medium  between 
Great  Britain  and  us;  so  that  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, we  should  receive  the  supply  fVom  Great 
Britain,  which  would  evade  the  intended  effect  of 
the  measure.  The  next  inquiry  is,  How  will  in- 
creasing the  duties  on  our  own  citizens  affect  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  BO  as  to  accomplish 
the  desired  end?  If  their  manufacturers  obtain 
their  price — if  their  merchants  receive  their  com- 
mifisioni^  how  will  it  affect  them,  that  our  citizens 
pay  high  duties  on  the  articles  here  before  they 
are  consumed  ?  It  may  be  answered,  by  lessening 
the  consumption ;  by  increasing  our  own  manu- 
factures; by  encouraging  other  nations  to  cease  a 
competition  in  our  markets. .  If  we  Judge  from 
past  experience,  our  habits  of  economy  are  not 
such  as  will  proiduce  this  effect  to  any  considera- 
ble purpose.  Our  citizens  seldom  refuse  gratify- 
ing themselves  on  account  of  a  difference  of  six 
pence  or  a  shilling  in  the  yard;  if  they  earn 
their  money  hardly,  they  will  spend  it  at  their 
pleasure.  During  the  late  war  we  know  the  prices 
were  increased  one  hundred  per  cent ;  yet  neither 
the  obligation  of  law,  the  love  of  their  country,  or 
even,  in  some  cases,  the  risk  of  life,  will  deter  from 
gratifying  themselves  in  the  enjoyment  of  foreign 
manufiustures.  The  increase  of  our  home  manu- 
fiictures  is  a  most  desirable  object ;  and  there  was 
no  gentleman  of  the  Committee  more  desirous  of 
promoting  them  than  he  was.  But  this  could 
only  be  accomplished  by  time.  It  was  a  progres- 
sive work,  and  was  now  hastening  to  perfection 
as  fast  as  was  oompiitible  with  a  due  attention  to 
agriculture;  but  no  gentleman  would  pretend  to 
say  that  even  the  hope  of  a  competent  supply  was 
rational  for  many  years  to  come;  nay,  be  verily 
believed  that,  if  all  the  wool  of  the  fifleen  States 
was  brought  together,  it  would  not  afford  a  supply 
of  woollens  for  one  State.  But  it  was  proper  to 
look  to  the  encouragement  already  given  to  our 
manufiictures.  The  importations  of  the  United 
States  amounted  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars; 
the  duties  already  laid  amount  to  four  millions ; 
this,  on  an  average,  was  twenty  per  cent  This 
was  a  very  serious  duty,  indeed;  and,  though 
principally  designed  to  raise  a  revenue,  yet  it  also 
.  acted  as  bounties  to  our  manufactures ;  and,  when 


added  to  the  freight,  insurance,  commissioiu,  aod 
interest,  paid  by  the  importer  of  foreign  manofac* 
tures,  erery  gentleman  must  conclude  that  oar 
citizens  would  not    patiently  submit  to  greater 
burdens  without  the  most  obvious  neoeasitj.   He 
added,  that,  if  the  specific  articles  referred  to  in 
the  resolutions  were  individually  considered,  the 
duties  would  amount  to  about  fifteen   per  cent 
when  imported  in  foreign  bottom^  whidi  woald 
be  found  very  heavy  on  those  articles,  and  saffi- 
cient  to  encourage  our  home  manufiictures  con- 
sistently with  the  ease  of  the  citizens.    Do  not 
these  duties  already  bear  a  sufficient  proportion  to 
the  capitals  of  our  merchants?    Some  gentlemen 
have  objected  to  the  easy  credit  afforded  oar  ^M^ 
chants  in  Great  Britain,  and  yet,  in  the  same 
breath,  are  for  demanding  the  sinall  capitals  of 
their  own,  in  duties,  and  refuse  them  the  adno* 
tage  of  foreign  capitals,  where  they  can  be  ob- 
tained.   He  confessed  he  was  not  convinced  o( 
the  dangers  prising  from  public  credit  which  were 
so  warmly  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Tirp'nia 
When  he  looked  at  that  gentleman,  and  attended 
to  the  zeal  he  discovered,  in  what  be  thou^t  so 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  his  country,  it  afforded 
an  answer  to  every  objection  so  ably  supported 
by  him.    The  gentleman  had  acknowledged  and 
lamented  the  prevalence  <^  credit,  and  that  froia 
Great  Britain.    In  the  State  he  came  from,  he 
said  it  universally  prevailed,  and  had  its  ^ect  oa 
the  importing  merchant;  from  him  to  the  ooon- 
try  shop-keeper,  and  thence  to  the  farmer :  so  that 
the  dependence  on  the  merchant  in  great  Bn't&in 
was  to  be  feared  through  every  part  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  most  dangerous  influence  of  Eng- 
lish politios  was  to  be  drutded.    But  was  there  a 
State  in  the  Union  where  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain  was  reprobated  more  than  in  Uie  State  of 
Virginia?    Was  not  the  conduct  of  that  gentle- 
man, in  the  present  debate,  as  well  as  that  of  bit 
coUeaffues,  full  proof  that  the  credit  he  complained 
of  did  not  produce  the  fatal  effects  he  feared? 
Was  not  Virginia  the  largest,  and.  if  we  might 
judge  from  her  visible  capital,  (slaves,)  the  richest 
State  in  the  Union?    And  yet  she  had  always 
been  in  the  habit  of  unbounded  credit  in  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  B.  then  reminded  the  Committee  of  tbe 
nature  of  the  tnde  with-  Greit  Britain.  Did  the 
British  merchant  bring  his  manufactures  and  offer 
them  for  sale  in  this  country  ?  No ;  the  Ameri- 
can merchant  employed  the  merchant  in  England 
to  purchase  of  the  maniifiusturers,  on  a  commis- 
sion of  five  or  ten  per  cent  The  goods  were  ex- 
ported at  the  risk  of  the  American  merchant ;  and 
whether  the  consumer  paid  a  high  or  low  duty  oa 
them,  on  their  arrival  in  this  country,  was  a  mat- 
ter of  but  secondary  consideration  to  the  British 
merchant  Mr.  B.  then,  observing  on  the  patri- 
otic conduct  of  our  merchants  with  regard  to  their 
obedience  to  the  revenue  laws,  which  he  thought 
did  them  greater  honor  than  could  be  claimed  by 
those  of  any  other  country,  warned  the  Commit- 
tee against  carrying  the  matter  too  far;  he  warned 
them  not  to  make  it  the  best  trade  on  fair  calcula- 
tion, that  one  merchant  could  pursue,  to  defraud 
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the  Gorernment  of  the  duties.  When  once  smug- 
gling became  a  basiness  which  the  merchants  ge- 
nenily  tboaght  themselves  jastified  in,  it  would 
be  like  poverful  assailants  getting  possession  of  a 
gfrong  fortress ;  it  would  not  be  easy  to  dislodge 
theoi.  It  was  out  of  the  power  of  laws  to  prevent 
snaggiing,  if  the  merchants  once  determined  to 
idopt  it  He  said  he  had  carefully  avoided  saying 
isytliing  about  the  Algerines,  because,  although 
in  his  private  opinion  he  thought  circumstances 
bore  hard  against  Great  Britain,  yet,  as  a  legisla- 
tor, be  could  not  lay  his  finger  on  the  evidence, 
tod  say  this  or  that  proves  the  fact ;  and,  as  he 
beiiered  some  facts  had  been  mistaken,  he  was 
afraid  of  acting  without  adequate  proof.  Besides, 
titbongh  he  was  at  first  affected  by  the  sugges- 
tion, jet,  on  carefully  investigating  the  process  of 
the  business,  he  thought  he  could  see  reasons 
vbicb  might  render  it  possible  that  Great  Britain 
bad  a  good  excuse  for  her  conduct,  independent 
of  American  considerations.  Every  gentleman 
boKE  that  Holland  had  a  considerable  trade  with 
Portugal,  which  she  was  obliged  to  carry  on  with 
I  conroy  of  men-of-war,  on  account  of  the  Alge- 
rinea.  Portugal  had  three  or  four  ships  continu- 
itly  cruising  on  the  same  account  Great  Britain 
(vith  tbese  States)  was  engaged  in  a  war  with 
France,  whose  fleet,  notwithstanding  all  her  diflS- 
calties,  was  nthfsr  superior  to  that  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. It  became  then  a  considerable  object  with 
Great  Britain  to  emancipate  these  ships  of  her 
ilfiea  from  other  services,  so  as  to  operate  with 
bcrin  the  common  cause.  Again,  it  was  possible 
that  Great  Britain,  by  promoting  this  truce  with 
Holland  and  Portugal,  might  find  it  easier  to  per- 
Bade  the  Algerines  to  declare  war  against  France, 
tbe  common  enemy ;  this,  we  arc  told,  has  been 
accomplished ;  and,  if  so,  must  hkve  been  a  con- 
.aderable  object  with  Great  Britain.  If,  then, 
these  reasons  might  have  operated  with  Great 
Britain  without  respect  to  America,  we  ought  at 
i^ast  to  wait  till  we  are  better  acquainted  with 
fact^and  this  we  may  soon  reasonably  expect  from 
oar  foreign  Ministers,  especially  when  we  are  offl- 
oallj  told  that  the  British  agent  who  accomplish- 
ed this  truoe  had  not  heard  from  his  Court  for 
eighteen  months. 

On  the  whole,  Mr.  B.  observed  that,  while  the 
Mig  already  laid  on  the  farmer,  mechanic, 
laborer,  and  other  citisens  bf  the  United  States, 
»ere  sofficiently  high  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment and  the  protection  and  encouragement  of 
eor  home  manufactures,  while  higher  duties  must 
in  the  end  tall  on  those  who  are  already  oppressed 
vith  those  duties  that  are  necessary ;  while  our 
citizens  cannot  avoid  the  duties  by  a  supply  from 
home  manuftctures,  or  those  of  foreign  nations  in 
alliance  with  us;  while  he  was  of  opinion  that 
>^&tions  not  in  alliance  cannot  be  affected  by  duties 
paid  by  our  eitiaens,  he  did  not  think  this  the  time 
to  increase  the  duties  on  articles  which  must  be 
f^QMimed  in  the  United  States,  for  purposes  which 
it  cannot  deariy  and  indubitably  be  proved  will 
answer  very  essential  and  important  ends  to  our 
Gofemment  and  its  citizens.  As  to  the  second 
^^^  of  the  resolution,  he  had  been  always  of 


opinion  that  it  is  the  true  way  of  accomplishing 
the  ends  proposed.  He  had  ever  joined  the  gen- 
tleman who  brought  this  forward,  in  considering 
the  regulating  of  foreign  shipping  a  principle  of 
great  importance  to  the  interest  of  the  United 
States;  and,  whenever  an  answer  shall  be  ob- 
tained from  our  Minister  Abroad,  by  which  the 
state  of  the  present  negotiation  shall  appear  to  be 
unfavorable  to  the  United  States,  he  would  be 
ready  to  enter  fully  into  the  measure,  and  hoped 
then  there  would  be  a  perfect  unanimity  in  that 
Committee,  which  would  greatly  insure  the  eflB- 
cacy  of  the  measure.  But  as  there  was  reason  to 
expect  the  issue  of  the  negotiation  in  a  short  time, 
he  should  be  unwilling  to  agree  to  any  measure 
of  this  nature  having  a  principle  of  retaliation  for 
its  object,  till  the  real  grievance  could  be  known, 
and  of  course  the  Committee  better  capable  of 
judging  of  the  adequate  remedy.  He  was  averse 
from  forcing  any  nation  into  a  commercial  treaty 
with  us.  It  ought  to  be  a  voluntary  act ;  and  he 
was  for  allowing  the  same  freedom  of  action  to 
other  nations  we  claimed  for  ourselves.  But 
when  we  could  not  obtain  a  reciprocity  of  bene- 
fits, he  thought  we  had  the  undoubted  right  of 
conferring  a  reciprocity  of  restrictions.  His  idea 
was,  when  we  did  proceed  on  this  principle,  we 
should  make  old  and  wise  nations  our  example, 
and  copy  their  acts.  This  could  give  no  reasona- 
ble offence ;  but,  if  offence  was  taken,  the  answer 
would  be  obvious  and  convincing.  Great  Britain, 
by  her  commercial  regulations,  had  risen  to  power 
And  opulence;  this  gave  us  a  right  to  copy  her 
example;  and,  whenever  the  {!xecutive  gave  ua 
information  that  negotiation  was  ineffectual,  he 
was  ready  to  pursue  this  remedy,  as  the  only  salu- 
tary and  effectual  one ;  but,  as  this  period  had  not 
yet  arrived,  he  should  wait  with  some  degree  of 
patience  for  the  issue,  which,  as  a  friend  to  both 
countries,  he  hoped  would  be  a  favorable  one,  and 
should  accordingly  vote,  for  the  present,  against 
the  resolution  now  before  the  Committee. 

After  Mr.  Boudinot  had  spoken,  Mr.  Amvs  rose, 
and  remarked  that  it  had  been  repeatedly  asserted, 
in  a  vague  manner,  that  our  commerce  is  unfavor- 
ably situated;  he  wished  the  specific  grievances 
stated,  and  the  facts  on  which  they  are  said  to 
be  founded  vouched  for.  One  fact  is  worth  a 
dozen  theories. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  astonished  that  the  gentle- 
man possessed  so  little  American  feeling  as  so 
often  to  repeat  the  inquiry  he  had  just  made,  or 
that  he  should  attempt  to  divert  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  by  a  frivolous  distinction  between 
commercial  and  political  considerations.  The 
friends  of  the  resolutions  had  supposed  it  unneces- 
sary to  enumerate;  they  conceived  that  every 
American  must  feel  the  wrongs  we  suffer,  and 
they  offered  the  resolution  as  a  counter-terror.  It 
appeared,  however,  that  they  were  mistaken,  and 
must  be  under  the  necessity  of  enumerating  griey- 
ances ;  it  is  necessary  to  tell  the  gentleman  of  the 
hostilities  of  the  savages  on  our  frontiers,  of  the 
murder  of  our  citizens,  and  plunder  of  our  settle- 
ments ;  he  must  be  told  of  the  commercial  advan- 
tages wrested  from  our  hands  by  that  mean  policy 
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which  lets  loose  the  Algerines  upon  our  defence- 
less merchantmen.  He  hoped  it  would  be  allowed 
that  this  is  a  commercial  as  well  as  political  in- 
jury. He  enumerated  the  other  injurious  restric- 
tions imposed  on  our  trade  by  Great  Britun,  con- 
trary to  the  Law  of  Nations  and  every  color  of 
right,  and  then  said,  that  since  we  suffer  in  blood 
and  treasure,  it  becomes  proper  to  inquire  whether 
we  can  best  resist  with  arms,  or  by  making  regu- 
lations in  the  spirit  of  those  proposed,  the  effects 
of  which  will  be  felt  by  them  in  the  distresses  of 
their  subjects.  The  Committee  had  been  told  by 
gentlemen  who  opposed  the  resolutions,  how  in- 
capable we  are  of  supporting  any  but  a  defensive 
war ;  our  only  alternative,  then,  is  something  like 
the  resolutions — that  is,  to  withdraw  from  them  at 
least  the  sustenance  they  receive  from  us. 

Some  gentlemen-  had,  to  be  sure,  reduced  this 
question  to  very  narrow  ground,  when  they  chose 
to  throw  on  one  side  as  inapplicable  the  injuries 
we  suffer  from  Indians  and  AJgerines,  and  the  in- 
juries our  commerce  endures  from  pointed  com- 
mercial regulations;  and,  when  all  these  are  put 
out  of  the  question,  they  triuntphantly  ask,  where 
are  your  grievances?  They  go  further,  and  at- 
tempt to  show  that  America  is  as  favored,  in  a 
conunercial  point  of  view,  as  she  has  a  right  to 
expect  The  regulations  against  us  in  the  West 
Indies  are  not  grievances,  because  they  are  of  an 
ancient  date,  that  they  are  part  of  an  uniform  sys- 
tem, and  that  there  is  nothing  in  them  particularly 
pointed  at  Americans.  This,  he  believed,  is  a 
mistake;  there  is  an  express  law,  since  the  year 
1780,  excluding  all  articles  from  the  West  Indies, 
unless  carried  there  under  particular  circum- 
stances and  in  British  vessels.  This  is  an  injury 
strictly  commercial.  In  answer  to  a  remark  that 
British  credit  in  Virginia  does  not  appear  to  have 
generated  British  Influence,  he  observed,  that  the 
natural  jealousy  of,  and  aversion  to  foreigners, 
who  do  almost  all  the  commercial  business  in  that 
State,  naturally  counteracts  the  influence  of  that 
credit;  but,  where  no  such  counteracting  cause 
eiists — where  mercantile  transactions  are  carried 
on  by  natives,  assisted  by  foreign  credit^there,  he 
believed,  the  natural  dependence  of  borrower  on 
lender  gave  deep  root  to  that  influence.  But  the 
measures  proposed  do  not  go  to  the  destruction  of 
credit,  but  only  tend  to  prevent  its  abuse.  It  has 
been  said  that  Spain  and  Portug^  could  supply 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  with  grain 
and  flour.  He  wondered  at  the  argument  being 
brought  forward,  as  it  is  notorious  that  those  coun- 
tries are  among  our  best  markets  for  those  com- 
modities. 

A  commercial  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  it  is 
said,  is  not  desirable,  because  that  we  have  with 
France  is  not  beneficial  Gentlemen  should  re- 
collect the  date  of  that  treaty ;  that,  when  it  was 
made,  we  had  not  much  to  give,  and  therefore  not 
A  right  to  expect  much.  The  Committee  had 
been  told  that  France  had  cheated  us  when  they 
made  the  treaty  with  us,  because  it  imposes  some 
hardships  now  she  is  at  war.  This  is  owing  to  a 
contingency  unforeseen  at  the  time  of  making  the 
treaty  ;  and,  if  we  had  been  involved  in  war  first, 


it,  with  as  much  propriety,  might  have  been  8»d 
that  we  had  cheated  them.  Much  had  been  siid 
on  the  propriety  of  permitting  trade  to  regoUti 
itself.  He  approved  of  the  position;  but  irhei 
restrictions  are  laid  on  one  side,  to  restore  the 
equilibrium  contrary  restrictions  most  be  laid. 
We  have  no  reasonable  hope  of  a  repeal  of  those 
injurious  restrictions,  or  a  redress  of  grievances 
from  Great  Britain.  At  a  time  when  these  were 
a  subject  of  negotiation,  she  has  let  loose  the  A 
gerines  upon  us.  What,  then,  are  we  to  expedt 
as  the  issue  of  those  negotiations  f  Would  an  iih 
dividual  in  similar  circumstances  expect  an  tofti 
cable  settlement?  In  the  existing  state  and  na? 
ture  of  the  grievances  we  complain  of,  it  is  extra*' 
vagance  in  the  extreme  to  expect  they  can  be 
settled  by  negotiation.  When  matters  are  doabt- 
ful,  recourse  is  had  to  amicable  settlement ;  bat  V 
a  man  stabs  my  wife  or  child,  will  I  call  on  hia 
to  explain  himself?  No,  I  will  have  recourse  to 
my  power  over  him,  and  procure  satisfactioa 
The  extent  and  nature  of  the  injuries  we  expefl* 
ence  put  all  negotiation  out  of  the  question,  ill 
dwelt  on  the  propriety  of  the  regulations,  as  tbi 
best  weapons  in  our  power  to  obtain  sati^factioa. 
He  then  took  notice  of  the  allusion  Mr.  Dsxrct 
had  made  to  the  body  politic,  comparing  it  widi 
the  natural  body,  and  contended  that  our  body 
politic,  cramped  by  British  trammels,  will  not  ac- 
quire the  strength  it  is  calculated  to  acquire  aa 
speedily  as  if  they  were  removed.  He  adverted 
to  the  unnatural  state  of  our  commerce  with  the 
British  West  Indies,  which,  though  dependent  on 
us  for  necessaries,  give  us  laws,  and  say  we  shall 
not  carry  those  necessaries  in  our  own  bottoms, 
except  when  they  are  in  fear  of  famine.  He  then 
went  into  a  comparative  view  of  the  ability  of  the 
United  States  to  support  a  commercial  conflict 
with  Great  Britain,  and  bring  her  to  reasonable 
terms,  and  showed  how  sensibly  a  diminution  ia 
our  consumption  of  their  manufactures  wookl 
affect  her,  and  excite  a  rivalship  here  and  in 
France,  to  afford  a  sufficient  supply.  The  distress 
we  should  occasion,  it  had  been  said,  would  induce 
Great  Britain  to  go  to  war  with  us.  The  mis- 
chief would  spring  from  them,  fh>m  their  obsti- 
nate adherence  to  the  measures  she  had  adopted 
to  our  injury.  Some  members  of  the  Committee 
had  insisted  that  the  resolutions  are  a  dishonorable 
mode  of  resisting,  and  a  mean  mode  of  making  ao 
attack,  that  is,  that  we  are  to  give  out  of  our  own 
hands  the  weapons  with  which  we  can  fight,  and 
take  up  those  which  we  cannot  wield.  He  con- 
cluded with  some  observations  on  Great  Britain^s 
present  backwardness  to  make  a  treaty  of  conh 
merce  with  us ;  indeed,  he  wondered  how  we  could 
expect  a  treaty  from  a  nation  that  trampled  on  our 
prostrate  rights,  and  how  we  could  wish  one,  with 
a  nation  which  persisted  in  not  executing  some  of 
the  most  important  points  in  the  last 

Mr.  Datton  remarked,  that  the  injuries  we 
have  received  from  Great  Britain  had  been  paintnl 
in  very  strong  colors ;  and  when  a  remedy  is  pro- 
posed, it  turns  out  to  be  only  a  set  of  regulations 
on  paper;  the  insolence  of  Britain  is  contrasted 
with   American  weakness.     If  we   really  labor 


13 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


314 


AirCABr,  1794.] 


Commerce  of  the  United  States. 


[H.  OF  R. 


Oder  irrongs,  something  more  effectual  than  the 
leasares  proposed  should  he  contemplated;  but 
rst  it  is  oar  dutj  to  endeavor  to  obtain  redress  by 
icitic  means,  and  before  irritating  measures  are 
lopted,  we  should  be  well  assured  that  redress 
IS  been  refused. 

Mr.  Madison  saw  no  ground  to  hope  for  xedress 
om  negotiation ;  we  must  be  satisfied  that  that 
•scarce  has  failed.  He  could  not  see,  admitting 
e  ire  injured,  that  we  are  bound,  by  honor  or 
rodencet  to  resent  the  injury  by  the  last  appeal  to 
ic^  It  is  best,  he  conceived,  to  try  whether  a 
ore  pacific  weapon  may  not  prove  even  more 
fiK^tuai.  We  can  make  use  of  none  against 
reat  Britain  more  effectual  than  commercial 
eapoiu;  in  that  part  (their  commerce)  that 
mr.try  is  most  vulnerable.  He  thought  this  the 
lost  eligible  time  for  the  exercise  of  those  means 
lost  clearly  in  our  power. 

Mr.  SmuB  read  a  passage  as  to  the  negotiation 
ov  pending  between  the  Government  of  America 
id  that  of  England,  from  the  volume  of  papers 
him  to  Britain  lately  printed  by  order  of  Con- 
res-i  It  is  contained  in  a  Letter  dated  7th  of  Sep- 
sober  last,  from  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Pinckney, 
inier',can  Minister  in  London,  and  is  in  these 
wrds: 

*  The  Presklent,  therefore,  desires  that  you  will  im- 
tediatelr  enter  into  explanations  on  this  subject  with 
k  British  Govemment.  Lay  before  theni»  in  friendly 
Dd  temperate  terms,  all  the  demonstrations  of  the  in- 
wf  done  iu  by  this  act,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  a  revo- 
Hm  of  it,  and  full  indemnification  to  any  citizens  of 
^  States  who  m&y  have  suffered  by  it  in  the  mean 
ioie.  Accompany  your  representations  with  every 
Monnce  of  oar  earnest  desire  to  live  on  terms  of  the 
e»t  frieoddbip  and  harmony  with  them,  and  to  found 
wexpecutiuQs  of  justice  on  their  part  on  a  strict  ob- 
vnoce  of  it  on  ours. 

"It  id  with  concern,  however,  I  am  obliged  to  ob" 
^5,  that,  ao  marked  has  been  the  inatteutiun  of  the 
i^tii]]  Court  to  every  application  which  has  been  made 
0  tbem  on  any  subject  by  this  Government,  (not  a  sin- 
t*  amwer,  I  believe,  having  ever  been  given  to  one  of 
^<n,  except  in  th^  act  of  exchanging  a  Minister.)  that 
tniay  Ix^come  unavoidable,  in  oertaih  cases,  where  an 
'"•'er  of  some  sort  is  necessary,  to  consider  their  si- 
•^^  an  an  answer.  Perhaps  this  is  their  intention ; 
Kill,  however,  desirotia  of  furnishing  no  color  of  offence, 
ve  do  not  wish  you  to  name  to  them  any  term  for  giv- 
0|  an  answer.  Urge  one  as  much  as  you  can  without 
!=ounutmeot,  and,  00  the  first  day  of  December,  be  so 
poJ  as  to  give  ua  infurmatioo  of  the  state  in  which 
tkij  Qiatter  is,  that  it  may  be  received  during  the  sea- 
UbQ  of  CoQgreaa** 

Hr.  S.  inferred  that  very  little  was  to  be  hoped 
fcfofthatnature- 
The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 


Saturdat,  January  25. 
COKMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATED 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
*'«ce  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Sccrttary  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions 


on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  in  foreign 
countries — 

Mr.  Clark  said,  the  time  of  the  Committee  had 
been  taken  up  for  seven  days  in  debating  this 
question,  and  yet  there  appeared  to  be  as  little 
prospect  of  bringing  it  to  a  decision  as  there  was 
at  the  beginning.  He  believed  there  could  hardly 
be  mentioned  an  instance  of  any  public  body  pro- 
tracting  a  discussion  for  so  long  a  time,  for  what 
purpose  he  could  not  understand,  unless  it  was  the 
passion  of  members  to  see  their  speeches  published 
in  the  newspapers.  For  his  part,  he  seldom  made 
long  speeches,  nor  did  he  take  the  trouble  to  write 
them  for  the  newspapers.  He  did  not  see  any 
very  material  advantage  that  the  business  of  the 
public  received  from  this  waste  of  time,  and  he 
therefore  had  hoped  to  see  the  Committee  come 
to  an  issue  on  the  question.  His  hopes,  however, 
he  feared,  were  in  vain ;  for,  on  looking  around, 
he  could  perceive  that  several  members  were  get- 
ting themselves  in  readiness  to  deliver  more  fine 
speeches;  and,  since  it  would  be  impossible  to 
prevent  them,  he  would  not  at  present  waste  any 
more  of  their  time  by  making  a  speech  for  the 
printers ;  indeed,  they  generally  publish  his  opin- 
ions very  erroneously  when  they  made  a  speech 
for  him.  Before  he  sat  down,  however,  he  re- 
marked that  most  of  the  members  had  made  up 
their  minds  how  to  vote  at  the  commencement  of 
the  debate ;  and,  therefore,  he  thought  the  waste 
of  time  was  the  more  inexcusable,  as  he  was 
nearly  certain  that  no  proselytes  would  be  made 
either  on  the  one  side  or  the  other.  Under  these 
impressions,  he  would  sit  down  patiently,  and, 
since  he  could  not  mend  the  matter,  he  would  join 
in  helping  to  pass  away  the  time  by  listening  to 
some  of  those  gentlemen  who  seemed  so  impatient 
and  felt  so  big  with  their  speeches  that  they  would 
burst,  he  feared,  should  he  stand  up  any  longer  to 
prevent  their  delivery. 

Mr.  HiLLHouBB,  in  replying  to  Mr.  Clark,  said, 
that  it  was  the  right  of  every  gentleman  to  assign 
the  reasons  for  his  public  conduct,  if  he  saw  pro- 
per. For  his  part,  he  did  not  wish  to  consume 
much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee.  He  was  not 
in  the  habit  of  making  long  speeches,  and,  though 
he  could  not  charge  the  member  last  up  with  ex- 
hausting the  patience  of  the  House,  yet  he  never 
failed  of  exercising  a  right  which  he  now  appeared 
to  wish  to  deprive  others  of;  but,  notwithstanding 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  Mr.  H.  said  he 
thought  it  his  duty  not  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  a 
subject  of  such  magnitude.  He  had  heard  with 
pleasure,  and  had  been  much  instructed  by  the 
observations  that  had  been  made,  and  wished  to 
hear  what  further  might  be  said  on  a  subject  that 
might  affect  the  most  important  interests  of  his 
country.  For  some  time  past  he  had,  from  his 
own  observation,  from  the  high  price  which  our 
produce  had  borne,  and  the  great  demand  there 
had  been  for  it  in  the  markets,  from  the  pressing 
df>mand  for  seamen,  and  from  the  concurrent  tes- 
timony of  merchants  and  people  of  every  occupa- 
tion, been  led  to  believe  that  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  was  in  a  most  prosperous  train. 
He  had  no  reason  to  suspect  his  opinion  till  those 
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resolution  were  brought  forward.  They  sur- 
prised him  the  more  as  coming  from  a  quarter  of 
the  country  from  which  he  least  expected  any 
thing  of  the  kind,  and  from  which,  only  two  ses- 
sions since,  opposition  was  made  to  measures 
which  had  the  same  object  in  view,  so  far  as  re- 
spects the  encouragement  of  navigation  and  ma- 
nufactures ;  because  it  was  said  that  such  encou- 
ragement, though  it  operated  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Eastern,  was  a  direct  tax  on  the  Southern 
States.  This  made  him  less  solfcitous,  at  that 
time,  to  ui^e  measures  that  might  have  an  un- 
equal operation  on  the  different  parts  of  the  Union. 
What  great  event  has  turned  up  since  to  work 
this  extraordinary  change?  He  supposed  the 
gentleman  must  have  discovered  some  great  im- 

Eositions  and  embarrassments  on  our  trade,  which 
ad  escaped  his  attention.  He  had  therefore  lis- 
tened with  great  attention  to  hear  them  pointed 
out  As  to  theories^  he  thought  they  ought  not  to 
be  attempted,  but  in  extreme  cases,  unless  the  ob- 
ject was  important  and  its  attainment  certain. 
He  had  inquired  into  the  restrictions  laid  by  Great 
Britain  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and,  from  that  inquiry,  as  well  as  from  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  he  found  that  the  same 
restrictions  are  laid  on  other  nations;  that  there 
is  no  marked  distinction  against  us ;  but  that  the 
United  States  enjoyed  many  and  great  advanta- 
ges over  other  nations.  He  thought  it  unneces- 
sary to  go  into  a  particular  detail  of  those  advanta- 
ges, as  the  other  gentleman  bad  already  done  it 
He  therefore  was  of  opinion  that,  to  adopt  the 
measure  now  under  consideration,  would  be  ha- 
zarding those  advantages  for  the  uncertain  chance 
of  obtaining  something  which  was  only  in  pros- 
pect 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Giles]  had 
mentioned  the  discriminating  favoritism  of  Britain 
to  other  neutral  Powers,  viz :  Denmark  and  Swe- 
den, which  was  the  only  instance  that  even  the 
ingenuity  of  that  gentleman,  so  sagacious  in  find- 
ing out  difficulties,  could  point  out  in  the  naviga- 
tion laws  or  commercial  regulations  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  which  any  discrimination  was  made  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  United  States ;  and  even 
that  is  not  one  of  which  we  can  complain.  It  was 
a  regulation  adopted  in  consequence  of  her  present 
situation,  as  being  in  a  state  of  war,  and  not  for 
commercial  purposes.  The  article  complained  of 
is  in  these  words : 

"That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commanders  of  his 
MajCxOty's  »hips  of  war  and  privateers  that  have  or  may 
have  letters  of  marque  against  Frtuce,  to  seise  all  ships, 
whatever  be  their  cargoes,  that  shall  be  found  attempt- 
ing to  enter  any  blockaded  port,  and  to  send  the  same 
fur  condemnation,  together  with  their  cargoes,  except 
the  ships  of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  which  shall  only  be 
prevented  from  entering  on  the  first  attempt,  but,  on 
the  second,  shall  be  sent  in  for  condemnation  likewise." 

This  article  needs  no  other  comment  or  justifi- 
cation than  to  read  th&  remark  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  his  Letter  to  the  British  Minister  on 
this  subject: 

"  We  had  coniectured,  bat  did  not  before  certainly 
know,  that  the  mstinction  which  the  instructions  make 
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between  Denmark  and  Sweden,  on  the  one 
the  United  States  on  the  other,  in  the  caaes 
bound  to  ports  blockaded,  was,  on  the  principle  n- 
plained  by  you,  that  it  was  vielded  to  those  coaotriei 
bj  treaty,  it  is  not  unfriendly  to  refuse  to  us,  becavid 
m>t  yielded  to  vt  by  treaty.  I  shall  not  contest  th« 
right  of  the  principle,  as  a  right  to  its  reciprocity  nei 
cessarily  results  to  us." 

And  it  is  upon  this  ground  that  our  conduct  in 
admitting  French  privateers  and  prizes  into  oo^ 
ports,  and  excluding  those  of  Great  Britain,  is  jas^ 
tifiable.  If,  then,  the  advocates  for  the  resolutions 
cannot  find  out  any  instance  in  which  Great  Bri' 
tain  has  made  discriminations  to  our  advantagej 
and  many  instances  are  shown  in  which  we  eih 
joy  advantages  beyond  the  most  fitvored  nations, 
can  we  complain  9 

The  United  States  hare  not  a  sufficient  numbed 
of  ships  to  become  the  carriers  of  her  own  pro 
duce,  and  he  much  doubted  whether  the  time  wk 
come  when  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  tb< 
United  States  to  extend  their  navigation  so  far  aJ 
to  answer  that  purpose ;  and,  should  an  imprudeol 
adoption  of  these  resolutions  deprive  us  of  Britisfa 
vessels,  our  produce  would  perish  on  our  haiid& 
Since  we  have  not  shipping  equal  to  the  carmg^ 
of  our  whole  exports,  we  can  surely  find  sufficienj 
employment  for  those  we  have,  independent  ol 
the  trade  to  the  British  West  India  Islands,  anij 
though  it  would  be  a  desirable  thing  to  be  admit 
ted  into  that  trade,  yet  is  that  an  object  of  so  roucli 
importance  that  we  could  be  justified  in  hazarding 
the  most  important  interests  of  our  country  to  obi 
tain  it?  If  the  advancement  of  our  navigitiod 
and  manufactures  is  the  real  object,  why  adopt  tb( 
discriminating  quality  ?  Is  it  not  putting  us  in  the 
power  of  other  nations,  and  giving  them  great  sd- 
vantages,  without  an  equivalent  t 

Since  it  is  admitted  that  we  do  not  enjoy  an; 
special  advantage  from  any  commercial  treaty  w< 
now  have,  it  is  my  opinion  that,  if  any  regulation* 
are  adopted,  they  ought  to  be  general.  If  any  ni 
tion  wishes  for  an  exemption,  and  will  give  us  at 
equivalent,  we  can  secure  it  to  them  by  treaty 
If  we  secure  to  them  the  exemption  by  law,  thej 
will  be  under  no  inducement  to  grant  it  as  ai 
equivalent  France,  whose  interest  is  intended  t< 
be  advanced,  has  never  come  forward  and  request 
ed  such  a  discrimination.  Why,  then,  should  w* 
do  it  unsolicited?  Ought  we  to  return  the  lat 
generous  and  friendly  conduct  of  Portugal  by  ex 
tending  the  discrimination  to  that  nation?  Tb 
gentleman  who  brought  forward  the  resolution 
seemed  to  be  sensible  of  the  impropriety  of  sue) 
a  measure,  and  therefore  proposed  to  draw  a  lin 
which  should  exclude  that  Kingdom.  This  wou1< 
point  the  resolutions  so  directly  against  Great  BH 
tain  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  come  out  ii 
an  open  and  manly  way,  and  call  her  by  name 
than  to  do  it  in  this  indirect  mode. 

He  closed  his  remarks  on  this  part  of  his  argp 
ment  by  saying  that  it  was  a  question  that  admit 
ted  of  some  doubt  whether  the  commerce  of  th 
United  States  was  not  at  present  in  as  prosperou 
a  situation  as  was  fur  the  interest  of  the  country 
and  whether  it  would  be  for  the  general  welfar 
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to  give  it  a  greater  stimulus  than  it  now  had,  so  as 
to  dirert  the  young  men  and  farmers*  sons  from 
other  occupations,  and  especially  that  of  agricul- 
tnre,  and  by  that  means,  under  the  pretence  of  en- 
Doanging  navigation,  to  do  a  real  injury  to  America  t 
He  said  he  would  now  hestow  a  few  obserra- 
tioDs  on  the  political  oonsiderations  which  are 
Bi]^  to  induce  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions ; 
ud  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr,  Giles]  has 
to)d  us  that  three-quarters  of  his  arguments  and 
inducements  for  adopting  them  are  derived  from 
that  quarter.  Say  the  gentlemen,  the  Treaty  of 
Pace  has  never  been  complied  with  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain.  They  excited  a  savage  war  on 
our  frontiers  and  Algerine  depredations  on  our 
commerce. 

These  are  serious  evils^  that   readily  address 
themselves  to  our  passions,  and  any  attempts  to 
palliate  or  lessen  their  influence  could  not,  he  was 
sensible,  meet  with  a  very  favorable  reception. 
When  we  are,  however,  called  upon  to  deliberate 
opoQ  great  national  concerns,  which  involve  both 
the  honor  and  most  important  interests  of  our 
country,  we  ought  to  examine  with  the  cool,  de- 
liberate eye  of  a  judge,  and  not  under  the  influence 
of  passion.    That  Qreat  Britain  has  violated  the 
treaty,  does  not  admit  a  doubt,  and  that  she  was 
abo  the  first  to  violate ;  but,  if  we  look  at  home, 
dull  we  not  have  the  candor  to  own  that  we  have 
also  violated  that  treaty?      Do  not  some  of  the 
pubtic  officers  admit  that  we  have?    There  are 
BQtual  complaints,   and  the  Executive  has  put 
them  in  a  train  of  negotiation  ;  and,  as  the  various 
Kts  of  the  State  Legislature  by  the   adoption 
of  this  Government,    has    opened    the    Federal 
Courts  in  an  honorable  manner  to  the  claims  of 
British  subjects,  the  principal  ground  of  complaint 
gainst  the  United  States  has  been  removed.    And 
the  able  and  masterly  manner  in  which  the  Secre- 
tarr  of  State  has  arranged  and  brought  up  the 
Batter,  be  flattered   himself,   would    satisfy  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  induce  a  full  compli- 
ance with  the  treaty  on  their  part,  he  thought 
the  matter  was  reduced  to  such  a  situation  that 
abe  could  not  withhold  her  compliance.     A  letter 
bai:  been  sent  to  the  British  Court,  through  her 
HiQi!;terf  on  the  subject,  to  which  no  answer  has 
;«t  been  received ;  and  one  gentleman  has  gone 
>o  far  as  to  call  the  delay  a  fresh  insult      He 
^ght  that  candor  required  that  we  should  admit 
^tt  the  reason  they  had  given  for  this  delay  had 
some  weight     Have  we  not  ourselves  considered 
^t  Britain  as  being  in  a  very  critical  situation  ? 
Has  not  that,  in  fact,  been  the  case  ?    Have  they 
not  considered  the  Government  itself  as  being  in 
^^r  ?    If  a  man*8  house  was  on  Are,  was  it  to  be 
apposed  that  his  attention  could  be  engaged  in 
'plating  the  mere  unimportant  concerns  of  his 
^iij?    Surely  no  candid  man  will  say  that  the 
GoTemment  of  Qreat  Britain  is  very  criminal  for 
baTJDg  delayed   an  answer  to  those    representa- 
jton&  which  have  been  forwarded  from  this  country. 
|t  could  not  be  expected  that  they  would  instantly 
ar  aside  all  their  great  national  concerns  to  decide 
^pon  them.    It  does  not  seem  to  have  been  expected 
^J  the  Executive, 


He  noticed  in  the  pRBSiDBih>*8  iDstmctions  to 
Mr.  Pinckney,«he  was  directed  not  to  commit  him* 
self  by  ill-timed  or  too  ardent  demands.  He  was 
to  urge  an  answer  as  much  as  possible,  without 
commitment,  and,  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
to  give  information  of  the  state  \rt  which  the  mat* 
ter  was.  The  time  in  which  we  might  expect  an 
answer  has  not  yet  arrived.  We  ought  to  wait  a 
reasonable  time.  If  the  answer  should  be  unfa- 
vorable, and  all  hopes  of  success  from  negotiation 
should  fail,  and  there  should  be  no  prospect  of  a 
compliance  with  the  Treaty  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  it  will  then  be  time  enough  to  bring  the 
subject  under  consideration.  He  wished  to  have 
it  fairly  brought  up,  unconnected  with  any  other 
matter,  and  such  measures  adopted  as  should  be 
judged  best,  upon  mature  deliberation,  and  after 
deeply  weighing  every  circumstance.  At  present, 
the  subject  appeared  to  him  to  be  prematurely 
brought  forward. 

The  Indian  war  is  also  charged  upon  Great 
Britain,  and  that  is  urged  as  a  reason  for  adopting 
these  resolutions.  jSas  any  member  produced 
any  evidence  ?  are  we  possessed  of  any  proof  to 
support  this  charge?  It  is  an  important  principle 
of  a  free  Government  that  no  man  shall  be  con- 
demned unheard.  If  we  admit  this  principle  in 
regard  to  an  individual,  why  not  allow  it  to  a  na-  . 
tion?  Have  we  ever  charged  Great  Britain  as 
being  the  instigator  of  those  injuries  we  have  ex- 
perienced from  the  depredations  committed  on  the 
inhabitants  of  our  Western  frontiers  by  the  save- 
ges  ?  It  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  a  part  at 
least  was  chargeable  upon  our  own  inhabitants  on 
thQ  frontiers.  Shall  we,  without  having  remon- 
strated, wage  war  with  Great  BriUin  ?  Surely  we 
ought  to  demand  satisfaction  before  we  attempt  to 
retaliate  or  make  reprisals. 

The  Algerine  war  (he  said)  was  another  ground 
of  complaint  agahist  Great  Britain.  It  is  said  to 
have  been  brought  about  by  her  artifices.  He 
was  aware  (he  said)  it  would  be  unpopular  to  di- 
vert the  resentment  that  had  been  excited  on  this 
account ;  but  his  situation  made  it  his  duty  to  ex- 
amine the  subject,  which  he  had  done,  and  could 
discover  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
in  this  business  which  was  inconsistent  with  the 
Law  of  Nations  ;  and,  although  the  United  States 
may  feel  a  present  smart,  yet  we  ought  not  to  let 
our  momentary  feelings  lead  us  to  a  decision  which 
may  be  attended  with  serious  consequences.  Great 
Britain  is,  and  for  a  long  time  has  been,  in  close 
alliance  and  friendship  with  Portugal  and  Hol- 
land. They  are  in  some  measure  dependent  on 
her.  They  are  now  cooAined  in  one  common 
cause  against  France.  Great  Britain,  therefore, 
in  making  a  truce  with  the  Algerines,  fbr  Portu- 
gal and  Holland,  has  done  no  more  than  to  set  her 
allies  free  from  the  depredations  of  pirates,  in  or- 
der that  the  whole  force  of  those  nations  might  be 
in  a  better  situation  to  be  called  into  action,  if 
necessary,  against  their  common  enemy.  Were 
either  of  these  nations  under  any  obligation  to 
block  up  the  Algerines  for  us?  It  is  true,  we  suf- 
fer by  it,  but  have  we  any  right  to  complain? 
There  is  no  evidence  that  Great  Britain  was  in- 
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fluenced  bj  motives  hostile  to  us ;  other  reasons 
can  be  assigned  for  her  conduct ;  and  shall  we, 
without  pretty  strong  evidence,  adopt  measures 
by  way  of  retaliation,  and  that,  too,  before  we 
have  called  on  Qreat  Britain  for  an  explanation 
of  her  conduct?  When  the  Representatives  of 
the  People  of  the  United  States  are  called  upon 
to  decide  a  question  of  such  importance  to  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  this  country,  they  ought  to 
divest  themselves  of  all  resentful  feelings;  and, 
even  supposing  Great  Britain  has  violated  the 
treaty,  and  done  us  all  the  injuries  complained  of, 
ought  we  not  to  exercise  moderation,  and  begin 
by  remonstrating  ?  Then,  if  she  would  not  do  us 
justice,  and  redress  our  wrongs,  he  would  be  as 
ready  as  any  member  to  vindicate  the  honor  of 
his  country,  but  was  not  for  precipitating  measures 
in  such  a  manner  as  would  be  condemned  by  the 
impartial  world. 

Another  complaint  has  been  stated,  respecting 
the  depredations  committed  on  our  commerce  by 
British  privateers.  It  is  doubtless  true  that  those 
excesses  had  been  carried  to  great  lengths.  It  was 
albo  in  evidence  that  some  of  the  British  Courts 
of  law  had  offered  redress,  and  given  ample  dama- 
ges. Perhaps  other  instances  may  be  attended 
with  like  success ;  but,  on  this  head,  as  well  as  the 
former  items  of  complaint,  there  had  been  no  pro- 
per demand  made  by  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  and  there  had  not  yet  been  time  for  us 
reasonably  to  expect  either  an  answer  or  satisfac- 
tion. Privateering  (he  said)  was  a  sort  of  piracy, 
and  he  wished  it  was  abolished  in  all  wars  among 
civilized  nations;  but,  as  long  as  it  is  permitted, 
neutral  Powers  must  expect  to  suffer  more  or  less 
incouveni^ce  and  injury.  There  have  been  de- 
predations committed  by  the  subjects  of  every  na- 
tion, on  particular  occasions,  that  could  not  be 
justified,  and  which  it  was  not  in  their  power  to 
restrain.  France,  as  well  as  Great  Britain,  may 
be  charged  with  like  injuries;  and  the  United 
States  would  not  be  exempted  from  such  a  charge. 
Our  privateers  frequently  did  the  same  thing  when 
we  were  in  a  state  of  war.  Indeed,  we  have 
found  it  difficult,  in  all  instances,  to  restrain,  even 
our  frontier  inhabitants  from  committing  depreda- 
tions upon  the  Indians ;  and  yet  we  have  not  been 
disposed  to  have  those  excesses  charged  upon  the 
United  SUtes. 

Our  flour  trade  to  France  is  also  interrupted. 
This  (he  said)  he  believed  to  be  in  violation  of 
the  Law  of  Nations.  But  what  can  we  do  when 
BO  many  of  the  Powers  of  Europe  are  combined 
in  this  measure?  If  we  should  judge  it  prudent 
to  seek  redress,  ought  jifQ  not  to  follow  the  exam- 
ple set  us  more  than  a  century  ago  by  Denmark 
and  Sweden,  quoted  for  our  imitation  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Giles,]  which  was, 
as  will  be  found  in  the  first  article  of  their  Con- 
vention, to  send  a  spirited  remonstrance,  and,  if 
that  did  not  answer  the  purpose,  then  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  take  other  measures  to  do  ourselves 
justice.  He  expressed  it  as  his  decided  opinion, 
that  better  measures  might  be  adopted  for  obtain- 
ing redress  than  were  contained  in  the  resolutions 
on  the  table. 


We  will  now  consider  what  is  to  be  th&operation 
of  these  proposed  measures,  and  if  there  is  not  a 
great  degree  of  probability,  and,  indeed,  almost  a 
certainty  that  they  will  produce  the  effect  that  is 
intended,  they  ought  not  to  be  adopted  ?  It  is  sup- 
posed they  will  operate  in  three  ways  upon  Great 
Britain — ^first,  by  lessening  our  imports  from  Great 
Britain,  and,  by  that  means,  throwing  her  manu- 
facturers out  of  employ ;  secondly^  by  withhold- 
ing our  exports,  and  thereby  starving  her  into  a 
compliance;  and,  thirdly,  by  injuring  her  oari- 
gation. 

As  to  the  first,  this,  above  all  others,  was  the 
most  improper  time  for  attempting  a  thing  of  the 
kind.  Properly  timing  public  measures  was  of 
great  importance  towards  insuring  success.  It  w-as 
not  from  the  manufacturers,  but  the  merchant^ 
that  we  received  our  supplies  in  the  first  instance. 
It  was  a  thing  of  no  importance  to  the  mana> 
facturer  whether  the  manufactures  were  imported 
into  this  country,  or  whether  they  were  buried 
in  the  ocean,  or  whether  they  were  sent  to  other 
nations. 

As  to  our  obtaining  supplies  from  France,  theit 
was  no  probability  of  that  They  have  prohibit'jd 
the  exportation  of  their  woollen  cloths,  to  enable 
them  to  supply  their  domestic  wants  during  tb« 
present  war.  All  we  could  expect  from  them  is 
silks,  ribands,  «&c.,  which  are  by  no  means  necessary 
to  the  United  States.  It  is,  therefore,  altogether 
likely  the  British  manufactures  would  still  find 
their  way  into  this  country  by  a  circuitous  route; 
but,  should  this  not  be  the  case,  would  not  the  Bri* 
tish  merchants  be  able  to  find  other  markets  at  this 
time  equal  to  our  consumption  ? 

The  present  convulsed  state  of  France,  and  war 
in  Europe,  has  taken  off  a  multitude  of  hands  from 
every  occupation,  and  has  destroyed  many  flour- 
ishing manufactories,  which  will,  for  the  present, 
open  a  door  for  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 
And  even  France  will  not  hesitate  to  use  such  as  she 
wants,  if  she  cannot  otherwise  get  a  supply,  as  the 
people  of  the  United  States  did  during  their  Revolu- 
tion, who  went  so  far,  in  some  instances,  as  to  smug- 
gle them  in,  in  violation  of  the  law;  and  there 
were  some  instances  in  which  they  were  obtained 
for  .the  use  of  the  Army  from  within  the  British 
linos  at  New  York  under  the  sanction  of  the  Go- 
vernment 

Germany,  Spain,  Holland,  and  other  powers  at 
war,  will  also  afford  a  market  for  British  goods; 
so  that  they  will  not  be  at  a  loss  for  a  market,  nor 
will  their  manufacturers  be  either  starved  or  mate- 
rially injured,  and  would  have  no  other  effect  than 
to  turn  their  trade  into  another  channel  If  the 
resolutions  are  to  have  their  intended  effect  in  this 
way,  they  must  much  lessen,  if  not  wholly  prevent, 
the  importation  of  British  manufactures.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  much  preferable  at  once  to  adopt  a 
non-importation  agreement  Here  he  asked  if  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  carry  such 
measures  into  execution? 

The  experience  of  1774  ought  to  prevent  our 
hastily  adopting  measures  that  might  for  a  time 
stagnate,  if  not  wholly  interrupt,  our  trade.  When 
our  grain  could  not  be  exported,  the  consequence 
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would  be,  it  would  bear  a  very  low  price,  and  the 
ftroerM  woold  be  left  a  prey  to  domestic  specula- 
tion of  those  who  might  expect  such  measures 
could  not  last  long.  If  we  were  to  commence  the 
conflict  which  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions 
voold  most  probably  bring  on,  he  was  apprehen* 
uvt  we  should  fall  io  the  conflict,  and  it  would  end 
to  oar  diaadvantage. 

It  is  said  our  exports  are  the  neeessariea  of  life, 
and  oar  imports  are  the  superfluities,  and,  therefore, 
ve  can  dictate  oar  own  terms,  and  Great  Britain 
Till  be  forced  into  a  compliance.  One  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mooke]  grounded  his  whole 
argaoent  on  this  supposition,  which  he  finds  to  be 
tallaeiouA.  The  opinion  Mr.  H.  has  of  the  candor 
of  that  gentleman  induced  him  to  hope  he  would 

Eve  a  different  vote.  With  regard  to  our  exports 
iog  so  necessary  to  the  existence  of  Great  Britain, 
(he  observed,)  that  she  exported  flour,  salted  pro- 
Tiftiona,  and  almost  every  other  article  of  food  that 
vedid;  and  It  will  not  be  pretended  that  tobacco 
vu  t  necessary  of  life.  He  had  never  found  it  so, 
aerer  having  made  any  use  of  it  He  viewed  it  as 
a  loxury. 

Oar  timber  and  naval  stores  are  carried  to  Great 
Britain  under  protecting  datiea.  These  articles 
eoaid  be  supplied  from  Sweden  and  Russia.  Our 
lice  was  usea  as  a  luxury  ;  our  pot  and  pearl  ashes 
woaid  also  be  had  from  other  markets.  In  short, 
there  did  not  appear  to  be  one  article  of  our  ex- 
porta  that  appeared  to  be  so  much  of  a  necessary 
of  life  to  them  as  their  manufactures,  especially 
their  coarser  woollens,  were  to  us  in  our  cold  cli- 
aate.  To  the  Northward  they  were  absolutely  a 
oecesAary  of  life.  We  were  in  as  much  danger  of 
perishing  with  cold  as  with  hunger ;  and  we  can  do 
as  Well  without  food  as  without  raiment.  We 
Banafictored  all  our  wool,  but  that  felt  very  short 
of  aff.»rdin^  a  supply. 

He  would  not  admit  that  the  West  India  pos- 
•eauoQs  of  Great  Britain  were  wholly  dependent  on 
m  for  a  supply  of  flour.  If  we  withheld  that  arti- 
cle, they  will  get  a  supply  from  some  other  quarter. 
They  did  get  a  supply  during  our  war ;  and,  if  our 
floor  should  become  necessary  for  their  existence, 
it  would  find  its  way  there  by  a  circuitous  route. 
We  should  be  obliged  to  sell  to  some  other  nation, 
to  whom  they  could  go  for  it,  and  it  would  not  be 
lo  oar  power  to  prevent  it 

It  in  said  we  can  injure  the  navigation  of  Great 
Britain.  Is  it  not  more  efivctually  in  her  power 
to  injure  ours  ?  Suppose  she  was  to  do  no  more 
tluo  we  already  have — that  1%  to  put  a  greater  ton- 
^  on  our  vessels  entering  her  ports  than  she 
<ioe9  upon  her  own— should  we  not  be  the  suffer- 
fn?  Our  exports  being  vastly  more  bulky  than  our 
imports,  consequently  much  more  shipping  is  ne- 
cciuary  to  carry  them  to  market.  The  fact  is,  we 
derive  oiutual  advantages  from  the  intercourse,  and 
it  would  be  impolitic  to  do  anything  that  should 
tot  off  or  suddenly  make  any  great  change  in  the 
coarse  of  trade  between  the  two  countries.  Great 
changes  ia  our  laws  or  commercial  systems  ought 
Bot  to  be  adopted  but  in  cases  of  apparent  and  very 
^ni  necessity. 

The  friendly  dispoution  which  the  French  na- 
3oG6M^ii 


tlon  have  manifested  towards  the  United  States 
and  their  offer  to  enter  into  a  more  intimate  and 
close  connexion,  and  to  put  our  trade  upon  a  more 
beneficial  footing,  has  been  urged  as  a  reason  why 
we  should  adopt  resolutions  that  will  favor  the 
commerce  and  trade  of  France.  On  this  account, 
he  felt  himself  impelled,  however  painful  might 
be  the  task,  to  take  some  notice  of  the  political 
situation  and  proceedings  of  that  nation.  He  had 
admired  the  fervor  of  the  French  nation.  They 
had  engaged  in  a  glorious  cause— the  cause  of 
Liberty — a  cause  to  which  he  became  an  early 
votary;  a  cause  in  which  he  had  risked  his  life, 
and  would  most  cheerfully  do  it  again,  if  ne- 
cessary. He  most  sincerely  wished  France  might 
succeed  in  establishing  a /res  and  happy  Govern- 
ment; but  he  could  not  approve  of  some  of  the 
measures  they  were  pursuing  to  obtain  this  end. 
Justice,  humanity,  forbid  that  we  should  approve 
of  their  leading  to  the  block,  in  some  instances, 
and,  in  others,  disgracing,  some  of  their  best  men, 
who  stood  foremost  in  the  most  perilous  time»— 
not  for  taking  up  arms  against  their  country — not 
for  a  breach  of  duty,  or  betraying  the  cause  in 
which  they  had  embarked — but  merely  for  differ- 
ing in  opinion  from  others  as  to  the  means  of  ac- 
complishing the  same  object;  an  opinion  which 
their  duty  to  their  country  and  constituents  re- 
quired them  to  advance  and  support  Are  we  to 
justify  that  conduct,  which  has  brought  to  an  igno- 
minious death  those  patriots  who  have  drawn  their 
swords  in  defence  of  Liberty,  and  have  upon  the 
high  places  of  the  field  successfully  fought  her  bat- 
tles? Surely  not  Many  other  exceptionable 
measures  might  be  pointed  out,  but  he  would  pro- 
ceed no  further.  He  equally  disapproved  (he  said) 
of  the  Combined  Powers  interfering  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  France.  Is  it  a  proper  time  when  things 
are  in  such  an  unnatural  convulsed  state  to  think 
of  sitting  down  and  forming  commercial  treaties  or 
regulations  with  this  nation?  He  disapproved  of 
the  idea  of  forming  a*closer  alliance  than  already 
existed  with  a  people  w  ho  had  so  far  transgressed 
the  bounds  of  humanity,  and  more  especially  with 
those  who  hod  the  power  and  took  the  lead  in 
those  measures.  This,  of  all  others,  is  not  the 
time  in  which  we  ought  to  wish  to  alter  either  our 
commercial  or  political  connexion  with  France,  or. 
indeed  with  any  of  the  European  nations.  For  this 
reason,  it  was  equally  imprudent  and  impolitic  to 
embark  in  a  commercial  conflict  with  Great  Britain. 
Our  situation  being  detached  from  the  European 
nations,  we  ought  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  all 
connexion  with  their  politics  or  wars.  Our  own 
country  ought  to  be  the  peculiar  object  of  our  at- 
tention, and  his  opposition  to  the  resolutions  on  the 
table  was  grounded  entirely  on  the  regard  which  he 
had  for  what  he  supposed  and  believed  to  be  the 
true  interest  of  his  countrv. 

Mr.  Clark  felt  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
expressing  a  few  words  at  this  stage  uf  the  sub- 
ject He  mentioned  something  of  the  influence 
that  had  been  dreaded  on  our  funds.  But  he  was 
dear  as  to  the  evidence  that  Great  Britain  had 
kept  our  Western  posts,  that  she  had  taken  our 
vessels  at  sea,  and  that  she  was  the  cause  of  setting 


828 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


324 


Jtt.  or  R.] 


Commerce  of  the  United  SHoUm. 


[jANirAlIT,  1794. 


loose  the  Algerinea,  &c.  The  ezpecUtion  of  any 
favorable  iMae,  from  negotiating  with  Britain,  he 
believed,  was  fallacions ;  and  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Madison's  resolutions  would  be  severely  felt  by 
thero,  although  they  would  be  harmless  to  us. 
Some  further  duties  ought  to  be  laid  on  such  arti- 
cles as  they  can  be  added  on  ;  and  this  ma^  be  done 
without  either  injuring  our  funds  or  diminishing  the 
revenue. 

Three  years  ago,  we  were  told  of  a  commercial 
treaty,  but  just  as  Congress  were  rising,  we  were 
informed  in  a  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
that  it  was  all  at  an  end.  The  change  of  sentiments 
in  the  gentlemen  from  the  Eastward  was,  to^  him, 
curious.  Formerly  they  had  declared  that  if  the 
Southern  members  would  agree,  we  would  get  our 
commerce  under  proper  regulations ;  but  now,  when 
Southern  gentlemen  are  willing,  the  opinions  of  the 
others  are  quite  the  reverse. 

It  has  been  argued  that  Britain  had  only  acted 
towards  the  Algerines,  as  a  nation  in  support  of  its 
own  interest.  Granted.  So  have  we  a  right  to 
take  measures  that  will  secure  our  trade ;  neither 
do  we  run  any  risk  by  it,  and  it  in  mtire  a  political 
than  a  commercial  question,  after  all  that  has  been 
said  about  it.  The  idea  of  remonstrating  or  nego- 
tiating with  Britain,  he  viewed  as  the  most  likely  to 
produce  a  war  about  the  recovery  of  the  Western 
posts;  which  he  did  not  think  worth  redeeming 
with  the  blood  of  our  citizens.  He  believed  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  membera  to  agree  to  the  resolu- 
tions proposed,  and  to  increase  the  duties  on  several 
imports,  especially  as  it  might  easily  be  done,  with- 
out impairing  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Gilbert,  from  New  York,  rose  with  diffi- 
dence, he  said,  to  discharge  the  duty  owed  to  his 
constituents,  by  expressing  his  sentiments  on  this 
important  question,  although  he  would  not  profess 
to  deliver  anything  new.  He  had  heard  all  the 
arguments  for  and  against  the  resolutions.  He 
bad  listened  to  philippics,  and  encomiums,  in  re- 
gard to  England  ana  France,  in  which  both  pas- 
sion and  revenge  were  too  conspicuous,  and  in  his 
opinion  quite  incompatible  with  that  degree  of 
cool  deliberation  which  the  merits  of  the  subject 
demanded. 

If  he  underetood  them  rightly,  those  resolutions 
were  intended  to  produce  a  great  alteration  in  the 
affairs  of  this  country :  such  a  transition  he  feared 
would    not    produce   any    advantages.    In 


There  may  possibly  be  exceptions  to  this  muim, 
which  would  establish  another  maxim  eqaally 
good,  and  if  the  proposed  system  was  founded  on 
such  exceptions,  ho  would  agree  to  it  Bat  be 
believed  that  the  discrimination  intended,  was  not 
founded  on  the  exceptions  to  those  maxims.  Wbea 
it  becomes  necessary  to  discrimioate«  let  it  be  dooe 
in  favor  of  ourselves. 

We  are  told  that  the  great  object  of  this  Goveni. 
ment  is,  to  regulate  our  commeree  by  a  proper 
system  of  discrimination.  But  the  turn  of  Eoro- 
pean  affaira  may  terminate  in  favor  of  that  nation, 
against  which  this  discrimination  is  directed.  We 
are  likewise  told  of  the  balance  of  trade  bein; 
against  us  with  Britain.  He  doubted,  bowever, 
the  rules  on  which  the  calculation  had  been  made, 
and  believed,  that  some  of  those  roles  ought  to  be 
exploded ;  for,  in  order  to  calculate  the  balance  of 
our  trade,  we  ought  to  take  all  the  worid  into  the 
account,  Spain,  HoUnnd,  &c.  For  his  part,  from 
all  that  he  could  collect^  his  judgment  led  him  to 
resist  the  proposed  system. 

But,  in  the  course  of  the  debates,  another  eom- 
plexion  had  been  put  upon  commerce,  than  be  bd 
expected.  She  had  been  represented  as  a  wolf 
and  a  Hon ;  war  and  revenge  were  her  attendants 
and  you  must  fight.  You  go  to  battle,  to  conquest, 
to  fight  and  retire.  Again,  under  this  shape,  the 
resolutions  are  contrary  to  his  opinion.  It  would 
be  better  to  enter  into  a  formal  declaration  of  war 
against  Britain  and  the  Algerinea,  &C.,  wherein 
we  might  charge  Britain  with  having  conducted 
hereelf  towards  us  with  the  greatest  enmity.  Yet, 
are  the  facts  to  prove  this  unequivocal !  No  siUsr 
factory  evidence  has  been  oflered  to  prove,  that 
the  truce  between  Algiers  and  Portugal  was  effect- 
ed by  the  British  Cabinet ;  but  they  wanted  to 
have  the  whole  force  of  Portugal  thrown  into  the 
scale  of  the  combined  Powers,  and  therefore  they 
made  a  six  months  or  some  other  terra  of  a  truce, 
for  Portugal,  in  order  to  prevent  their  navy  from 
being  diverted  from  the  main  object  of  opentiAg 
against  France. 

But,  can  this  be  taken  as  a  declaration  of  war 
against  America  ?  He  concluded,  hj  declaring  his 
opinion,  that  Mr.  Madison's  propositions  were  in- 
adequate to  the  intentions  of  the  mover ;  and,  if 
adopted,  be  feared,  would  prove  ruinous  to  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  FiNDLBY  said,  that  the  new  matter  which 


some 
eases  any  change  may  produce  a  better  condition,  I  had  been  introduced,  and  the  change  of  aspeet, 
and  if  this  change  was  likely  to  produce  the  same  under  which  the  subject  now  appeared,  induced 
effect,  he  would  not  refuse  it  his  support  But,  him  to  rise  once  more.  He  waa  pleased  to  find 
will  the  alteration  now  proposed  better  the  com-  th.it  the  resolutions  were  taken  up  on  new  princi- 
merclal  condition  of  the  United  States?  He  pies.  The  opposition  now  comes  from  a  quarter 
feared  it  would  have  a  contrary  effect ;  and  at  this  where  navigation  was  formerly  a  favorite  object, 
time  of  general  prosperity,  he  asked,  whence  arises  |  and  when  the  fishery  bill  was  to  be  the  foundation  of 
the  necessity  for  such  a  transition?  Such  a  pro-  our  commeicial  prosperity,  by  being  a  nursery  for 
position,  therefore,  as  is  contained  in  the  resolu-  *        **  '         '*     ^  ^  u  — ♦  ..» 

tions  ought  to  be  considered  again  and  again  before 
it  be  adopted,  under  the  prosperous  situation  of  the 
United  States. 

We  had  much  faith  in  the  maxim  of  leaving 
commeree  and  agriculture  to  regulate  themselves. 
It  was  a  maxim  admitted  in  all  ages,  and  even  by 
the  gentleman  who    introduced    the  resolutions. 


seamen,  &c.  But  at  this  day  we  are  told  not  to 
meddle  with  navigation,  lest'  by  giving  too  much 
encouragement  to  it,  we  may  divert  Uie  labor  of 
our  you  Off  men  from  agriculture  t  I  confess,  said 
he,  that  1  don't  know  on  what  ground  this  great 
change  has  been  effected ;  because,  if  the  encoo- 
nigement  of  our  navioration  and  commerce  was  » 
dcbirable  object  then,  it  mast  be  evident,  that  it  is 
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more  neceflsaiy  now,  when  oar  commerce  is  sof- 
feriog. 

He  said  it  was  a  national  question,  and  all  local 
interests  ought  to  ^ive  place  to  it  He  could  not 
separate  a  commercial  from  a  political  question  in 
the  present  ease,  for  they  seemed  as  much  con- 
nected as  light  and  heat,  and  were  as  essential  to 
each  other.  Everything  that  concerns  the  nation- 
al welfare,  is  a  political  question,  nor  could  he 
take  up  the  sabject  in  any  other  view.  It  is  al- 
leged that  a  commercial  treaty  is  improper,  be- 
eaose  we  are  a  growing  people ;  and  having  to  deal 
with  a  people  who  already  nave  commercial  trea- 
ties. Bat  some  measures  must  be  adopted.  He 
was  opposed  to  fleets  and  armies,  yet,  if  we  were 
amongst,  and  connected  with  the  countries  of  Eu- 
rope, we  would  be  obliged  to  have  both. 

A  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  intimated 
that  the  United  States  had  refused  to  comply  with 
the  treaty  on  their  part  He  wished  the  circum- 
itance  might  not  be  hid,  if  it  is  so,  let  it  be  spoken 
oat.  He  could  not,  however,  subscribe  to  this 
assertion,  fur  we  have  vindicated  our  honor  by  the 
proceedings  in  our  Courts  of  Law,  so  that  we  can- 
not be  charged  with  any  open  breach  of  the  treaty 
unless  by  implication. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  HiLLHOUSE,  Mr.  F.  made  seve- 
nl  observations  in  regard  to  Britain  consulting 
her  own  interest,  and  he  did  not  wish  our  discrimi- 
nations to  go  any  farther  than  our  own  interest 
▼oald  permit.  He  next  adverted  to  what  had  al- 
ready been  often  mentioned  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  of  the  evidences  respecting  the  Western 
posts,  the  savages,  and  the  Algerines.  A  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  had  assured  him  two  years 
igo  that  a  treaty  was  then  negotiating  and  would 
loon  be  finished,  but  it  was  not  yet  done. 

[Mr.  Dayton  demanded  to  know  to  whom  Mr. 
F.  alloded.  He  replied  that  he  meant  Mr.  Bou- 
piNOT.  This  gentleman  denied  having  given  such 
information  a-s  Mr.  F.  mentioned,  at  least  in  that 
nnqualified  sense.] 

Mr.  F.  proceeded.  He  took  notice  of  the  severe 
observations  that  Mr.  Hillhouse  had  made  in 
regard  to  France.  The  decisions  of  that  gentle- 
man on  this  occasion,  reminded  him  of  the  charges 
made  against  the  white  inhabitants  of  the  West- 
em  frontiers,  when  the  Indians  were  murdering 
them  and  their  wives  and  children.  It  was  assert- 
ed that  the  citizens  of  the  West  were  the  aggress- 
ors, and  he  had  been  obliged  to  vindicate  their 
ebaracter.  Several  other  remarks  were  made 
V  Mr.  F.  His  intentions  in  supporting  the 
isolations  were  similar  to  those  of  Mr.  Clark, 
yiz. :  not  to  wage  war,  but  to  prevent  it.  It  is  the 
interest  of  nations  to  promote  the  ad^'untages  of 
each  other,  but  when  we  meet  an  unequivocal 
enemv  in  trade  we  are  called  on  to  do  justice  to 
onrselves.  The  means  of  supplying  our  citizens 
with  domestic  manufactures  is  within  our  power, 
ilthoai^h  it  cannot  be  done  all  at  once. 

The  opposition  to  the  resolutions,  he  observed, 
W  taken  a  wider  extent  than  was  at  first  expect- 
ed.   He  would  have  been  better  pleased,  if  a  gen 


tleman  who  sooke  yesterday,  FMr.  Tracy,]  1 
^^  more  candor,  instead  of  ridicule,  in  his  ar^ 


had 
gu- 


ments.  It  had  been  denied  that  Britain  depended 
so  much  on  this  oottntr;j'  for  supplies;  yet,  he  would 
assert,  that  the  industrious  laborers  in  Manchester, 
were  already  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  distress  by 
the  war,  and  in  Paisley,  in  ^tland,  they  were 
almost  starving.  So  it  was  in  many  parts  of  Ire- 
land. The  consequence  was,  that  the  British  army 
was  increased,  although  the  men  entered  into  the 
service  with  reluctance. 

He  next  took  a  view  of  the  trade  of  Britain  with 
this  country.  In  1775,  America  and  the  West 
Indies  consumed  one-third  of  their  manufactures, 
and  the  consumption  has  been  greater  since  that 
time.  From  these  reasons,  it  was  evident,  that 
thejr  would  be  the  sufferers,  were  we  to  refuse 
their  manufactures }  and  it  is  entirely  in  our  power 
to  do  so,  at  least  in  such  a  degree  as  to  regulate 
oar  own  commerce. 

A  gentleman  who  was  up  yesterday  from  the 
Eastward,  [Mr.  Dbxtbr,]  told  us  much  of  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States.  If  this 
be  true,  whence,  then,  do  we  hear  the  noise  of  war 
on  all  sides  of  us  ?  The  widow  and  the  orphan 
murdered  in  the  West,  and  our  citizens  carried 
into  slavery  from  our  vessels  on  the  ocean  ? 

One  of  the  arguments  he  heard  urged  against 
our  attempting  to  offend  Britain,  by  any  innova- 
tion in  commercial  regulations,  was,  that  she  was 
so  strong!  v  allied,  it  would  be  dangerous.  She  is 
so,  but  it  IS  not  probable  that  such  alliances  will 
be  lasting. 

The  Oo/ernor  of  the  Universe  will  not  suffer 
the  combined  forces  of  Europe  to  crush  Liberty  ; 
and  it  will  not  be  long  Wore  those  allied  despots 
must  break  loose  from  their  unnatural  bonds,  and 
all  their  national  jealousies  will  return.  From 
every  consideration,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
resolutions  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  that  this 
country, although  it  could  not  do  it  in  a  day,  yet, 
it  ought  to  be  preparing  gradually,  by  giving  en- 
couragement to  domestic  manufactures,  such  as 
would  eventually  render  us  more  independent  in 
commereial  transactions. 

Gentlemen  had  spoken  largely  of  the  compara- 
tive trade  of  Britain  and  France,  and  we  had  heard 
a  flourish  about  philippics  and  eulogiums,  scenes 
of  agitation  and  horror.  But  did  the  gentleman, 
who  undertook  to  acCase  Frenchmen,  take  into 
consideration  their  provocations?  Have  we  ever 
read,  or  heard  of  any  nation  that  was  so  much  de- 
pressed and  abused  by  its  Government  ?  No  na- 
tion was  ever  so  much  abused — no  nation  ever  had 
such  a  combination  of  power  to  contend  with.  No 
nation  was  ever  so  treacherously  used  by  men  in 
whom  they  had  placed  coutldencc — no  nation  ever 
suffered  so  much  in  the  cuuhc  of  liberty. 

Aipin,  he  returned  to  consider  the  conduct  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  Britain.  We  have 
been  mild  and  patient.  We  have  avoided  to  irri- 
tate them.  Nor  have  we  even  fortified  our  posts 
on  LAke  Erie,  or  in  Pennsylvania;  and  we  looked 
for  some  faith  in  return.  Yet  what  effect  has 
there  been  produced  ^  We  know  it  to  be  a  fact, 
that  they  have  provoked  the  Indians  against  us,  and 
that  the}'  have  supplied  them  both  with  arms  and 
rution^-.    If  they  will  pursue  such  measures  a^  they 
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please,  for  their  own  interest,  ought  we  not  to  pur- 
sue measures  for  ours  ?  He  had  no  prejudice  or 
objections  against  Enj^lishmen,  but  to  the  tyran- 
nieal  conduct  of  their  Qovemment,  which  has 
oonmitted  so  many  faults,  Idrst,  in  regai*d  to  the 
slave-trade,  the  navigation  of  the  ocean,  &c., 
&c,  and  lastly,  in  the  injury  done  to  the  United 
States  in  depriving  us  of  the  benefits  of  the  fur 
trade. 

Appeals  to  their  justice,  and  negotiations,  have 
been  proposed ;  but  even  on  this  ground  what  have 
we  to  expect  from  ueeotiation  or  remonstrance  ? 
Here  he  quoted  several  instances  where  this  mode 
of  treatment  ^nerally  failed.  Let  us,  therefore, 
appeal  to  their  interest  It  is  allowed  that  the. 
balance  of  trade  is  against  us  with  Great  Britain, 
whilst  it  is  in  our  favor  with  every  other  na- 
tion. 

In  reply  to  some  expressions  of  Mr.  S.  Smith, 
Mr.  F.  said,  that  if  he  might  be  allowed  to  com- 
pare small  with  great  things,  although  he  would 
not  himself  be  a  great  loser  by  the  expense  of  al- 
tering the  flag  of  his  ships  on  the  seas,  yet  he  had 
his  share  of  losses  in  the  Kevolution  and  was  as 
much  attached  to  the  independence  of  his  country 
as  the  most  wealthy  citizen  in  it ;  neither  did  he 
covet  any  of  the  gentleman's  wealth  to  divide 
amongst  nis  sons,  bein^  already  in  possest^ion  of 
such  a  comfortable  portion  of  property  as  enabled 
him  to  live  pretty  nearly  on  an  equality  with  his 
constituents. 

With  regard  to  the  public  funds,  he  could  not 
■ee  how  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  would  in- 
jure them.  He  believed' that  it  would  not;  and 
although  he  had  not  from  the  first  approved  of  the 
system  of  finance,  yet  he  would  be  amonG;8t  those 
who  would  endeavor  to  pay  off  the  Public  Debt, 
even  faster  than  the  Funding  System  allowed,  if 
it  could  be  done.  He  did  not,  however,  like  to 
hear  the  Funding  System  always  conjured  up  like 
a  ghost  in  rivalship  against  every  salutary  mea- 
sure, that  could  be  suggested  for  the  nation.  It 
was  a  dangerous  doctrine  to  set  up  the  funds,  and 
the  interests  of  the  country,  as  enemies  to  each 
other. 

He  took  further  notice  of  some  forced  arguments 
of  a  ffentleman  from  the  Eastward,  [Mr.  Tract,] 
and  he  observed,  that  although  merchants  of  the 
largest  capitals  might  be  supposed  to  have  the 
least  occasion  for  credit,  yet  experience  shows  that 
they  avail  themselves  of  credit  as  much  as  others. 
After  a  few  additional  remarks,  Mr.  F.  concluded 
by  declaring  himself  in  favor  of  the  resolutions, 
and  that  it  was  more  necessary  to  adopt  them 
now  than  two  years  ago ;  he  hoped,  theretore,  that 
&;entlemen  would  a^ree  to  consider  that  as  the 
best  time  for  doing  it. 

Mr.  Smith  closed  this  day's  debate  by  a  short 
speech,  principally  intended  to  throw  the  argu- 
ments 01  Mr.  FlNDLET  and  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
^Madison  into  ridicule.  He  went  over  the  old 
ground  of  asserting  that  none  of  the  products  of 
the  United  States  were  necessaiies  of  life  in  Great 
Britain. 

After  he  sat  down,  the  Committee  rose,  report- 
ed progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  January  27. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap. 
pointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  ad  '*  to  es- 
tablish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States," 
and  report  some  provision  in  the  case  where  any 
Judge  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  is,  or 
may,  by  sickness  or  other  disqualifying  cause,  be 
rendered  incapable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  his 
office;  also,  some  further  provision  concerning  bail, 
process,  and  costs,  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States ;  and  generally,  to  report  such  amendments 
to  the  said  act  as  they  may  deem  necessary  and 
Constitutional,  made  a  report;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATEa 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restric- 
tions on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in 
foreign  countries :  When 

Mr.  Ames  rose  and  said :  The  question  lies  within 
this  compass :  Is  there  any  measure  proper  to  be 
adopted  by  Congress,  which  will  have  the  effect 
to  put  our  trade  and  navigation  on  a  better  foot- 
ing? If /there  is,  it  is  our  undoubted  right  to 
adopt  it,  if  by  right  is  understood  the  power  of 
self-government  which  every  independent  nation 
possesses,  and  our  own  as  completely  as  any  other, 
it  is  our  duty,  also,  for  we  are  the  depositaries  and 
the  guardians  of  the  interests  of  our  constituents, 
which  on  every  consideration  ought  to  be  dear  to 
us.  I  make  no  doubt  they  are  so,  and  that  there 
is  a  disposition  sufficiently  ardent  existing  in  this 
body  to  co-operate  in  any  measures  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  common  good.  Indeed,  so  far 
as  I  can  judge  from  any  knowledge  I  have  of  hu- 
man nature,  or  of  the  prevailing  spirit  of  public 
transactions,  that  sort  of  patriotism  which  makes 
us  wish  the  general  prosperity  when  our  private 
interest  does  not  happen  to  stand  in  the  way,  is  no 
uncommon  sentiment.  In  truth,  it  is  very  like 
self-love,  and  not  much  less  prevalent  There  is 
little  occasion  to  excite  and  inflame  it  It  is  like 
self-love — more  apt  to  want  intelligence  than  zeal. 
The  danger  is  always,  that  it  will  rush  blindly  into 
embarrassments,  which  a  prudent  spirit  of  inquiry 
might  have  prevented,  out  from  which  it  will 
scarcely  find  means  to  extricate  us.  While,  there- 
fore, the  right,  the  duty,  and  the  inclination  to  ad- 
vance the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  United 
States,  are  acknowledged  and  felt  by  us  all,  the 
choice  of  the  proper  means  to  that  end,  is  a  mat- 
ter requiring  the  most  circumspect  inquiry,  and 
the  most  dispassionate  judgment. 

After  a  debate  has  continued  a  long  time,  the 
subject  very  frequently  becomes  tiresome  before 
it  is  exhausted.  Arguments,  however  solid,  urged 
by  different  speakers,  can  scarcely  fail  to  render 
the  discussion  both  complex  and  diffusive.  W^ith- 
out  pretending  to  give  to  my  arguments  any  other 
merit,  I  shall  aim  at  simplieity. 

We  hear  it  declared,  that  the  design  of  the  re- 
solutions is,  to  place  our  trade  and  navigation  on 
a  better  footing.    By  a  better  footing,  we  are  to 
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understand  a  mora  profitable  one.  Profit  is  a  plain 
vord,  that  cannot  ba  miiiandcrstood.  We  ha^e,  to 
speak  in  round  numbers,  $20,000,000  of  exports  an- 
ooally.  To  have  the  trade  of  exports  on  a  good  foot- 
ing, means  nothing  more  than  to  sell  them  dear ; 
and,  consequently,  the  trade  of  import  on  a  good 
footing,  is  to  buj  cheap.  To  put  tliem  both  on  a 
better  footing,  is  to  sell  dearer  and  to  bar  cheaper 
than  we  do  at  present.  If  the  effect  of  the  resolu- 
tions will  be  to  cause  our  exports  to  be  sold  cheaper 
and  oar  imports  to  be  bought  dearer,  our  trade  will 
saffer  an  injury. 

It  is  hard  to  compute  how  great  the  inlury 
vonld  prore ;  for  the  first  loss  of  value  in  the  buy- 
ing dear  and  selling  cheap,  is  only  the  symptom 
and  beginning  of  the  evil,  but  by  no  means  tiie 
measare  of  it.  It  will  withdraw  a  great  part  of  the 
noartshment  that  now  supplies  the  wonderful 
growth  of  our  industry  and  opulence.  The  differ* 
enoe  may  not  amount  to  a  great  proportion  of  the 
price  of  the  articles,  but  it  may  reach  the  greater 
part  of  the  profit  of  the  pmducer.  It  may  have 
effects  in  this  way,  which  will  be  of  the  worst  kind, 
bj  discouraging  the  products  of  our  land  and  in<i> 
dostry.  It  is  to  this  test  I  propose  to  bring  the 
resolutions  on  the  table.  And  if  it  shall  clearly 
appear  that  they  tend  to  cause  our  exports  to  be 
sold  cheaper,  and  our  imports  to  be  bought  dearer, 
thej  cannot  escape  condemnation.  Whatever  spe- 
dona  show  of  advantage  may  be  given  them,  they 
deserve  to  be  called  aggravations  of  any  real  or 
Mpposed  evils  in  our  oommeretal  system,  and  not 
remedies. 

I  have  framed  this  statement  of  the  question  so 
tg  to  comprehend  the  whole  subject  of  debate,  and 
St  the  same  time  I  confess  it  was  my  design  to  ex- 
clude from  consideration  a  number  of  topics  which 
appear  to  me  totally  irrelevant  to  it 

The  best  answer  to  many  assertions  we  have 
beard,  is  to  admit  them  without  proof  We  are 
exhorted  to  assert  oar  naturaV  rights,  to  put  trade 
on  s  respectable  footing,  to  dictate  terms  of  trade 
to  other  nations,  to  engage  in  a  contest  of  self-de- 
nial, and  by  that,  and  bv  shifting  our  commerce 
from  one  country  to  anotner,  to  make  our  enemies 
feel  the  extent  of  our  power.  This  language,  as 
it  respects  the  proper  subject  of  discussion,  means 
nothing,  or  what  is  worse.  If  our  trade  is  already 
on  a  profitable  footing,  it  is  on  a  respectable  one. 
Vnleis  war  be  our  o^ect,  it  is  useless  to  inquire, 
vhat  are  the  dispositions  of  any  Government  with 
whose  subjects  our  merchants  aeal  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. While  they  will  smoke  our  tobacco,  and 
eat  our  provisions,  it  is  very  immaterial,  both  to  the 
oonsamer  and  the  producer,  what  are  the  politics 
of  the  two  countries,  excepting  so  far  as  their 
ja&rrels  may  disturb  the  benefits  of  their  mutual 
ntercourse. 

,  So  far,  thftrefore,  as  commerce  is  concerned,  the 
u^qniry  is,  have  we  a  good  market  f  The  good  or 
^  state  of  our  actual  market  is  the  question. 
>^e  actnal  market  is  everywhere  more  or  less  a 
Kstricted  one,  and  the  natural  order  of  things  is 
dii^pUced  b^  the  artificial.  Most  nations,  for  rea- 
Jons  of  whwh  they  alone  are  the  rightful  judges, 
haTe  regulated  and  restricted  theur  intercourse  ac- 1 


cording  40  their  views  of  safety  and  profit.  Wa 
claim  for  ourselves  the  same  right,  as  the  acts  in 
our  statute  book  and  the  resolutions  on  the  table 
evince,  without  holding  ourselves  accountable  'to 
any  other  nation  whatever.  The  right  which  we 
properly  claim,  and  which  we  properly  exercise 
when  we  do  it  prudently  and  usefully  for  our  na» 
tion,  is  as  well  established,  and  has  been  longer  in 
use  in  the  countries  of  which  we  complain,  than  in 
our  own.  If  their  right  is  as  good  as  that  of  Con- 
gress to  regulate  and  restrict,  why  do  we  talk  of  a 
strenuous  exertion  of  our  force,  and  by  dictating 
terms  to  nations  who  are  fancied  to  be  physically 
dependent  on  America,  to  change  the  policy  of  na- 
tions? It  may  be  very  true,  that  their  policy  is  very 
wise  and  good  for  themselves,  but  not  as  fi^vorable 
for  us  as  we  would  make  it,  if  we  could  legislate  for 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic 

The  extravagant  despotism  of  this  language  ac- 
cords very  ill  with  our  power  to  give  it  effect,  or 
with  the  affectation  of  zeal  for  an  unlimited  free- 
dom of  commerce.  Such  a  state  of  absolute  free- 
dom of  commerce  never  did  exist,  and  it  is  very 
much  to  be  doubted  whether  it  ever  will.  Were 
I  invested  with  the  trust  to  legislate  for  mankind, 
it  is  very  probable  the  first  act  of  my'^thority 
would  be  to  throw  alt  the  restrictive  and  prohibit- 
ory laws  of  trade  into  the  fire ;  the  resolutions  on 
the  table  would  not  be  spared.  But  if  I  were  to 
do  so,  it  is  probable  I  should  have  a  quarrel  on  mr 
hands,  with  every  civilized  nation.  The  Dutch 
would  claim  the  monopoly  of  the  spice  trade,  for 
which  their  ancestors  passed  their  whole  lives  in 
warfare.  The  Spanish  and  Portuguese  would  be 
no  less  obstinate.  If  we  calculate  what  Oolony 
monopolies  have  cost  in  wealth,  in  suffering,  and 
in  crimes,  we  should  say  they  were  deariy  pur- 
chased. The  English  would  plead  for  their  Na- 
vigation Act,  not  as  a  source  of  gain,  but  as  an 
essential  mean  of  securing  their  ind.*pendcnce.  So 
many  interests  would  be  disturbed,  and  so  many 
lost,by  a  riolent  change  from  the  existing,  to  an  un- 
known order  of  things,  and  the  mutual  relations  of 
nations,  in  respect  to  their  power  and  wealth,  would 
suffer  such  a  shock,  that  the  idea  must  be  allowed 
to  be  perfectly  Utopian  and  wild.  But  for  this  coun- 
try to  form  the  project  of  changing  the  policy  of 
nations,  and  to  begin  the  abolition  of  restrictions  by 
restrictions  of  its  own,  is  equally  ridiculous  and  in- 
consistent. 

Let  every  nation  that  is  really  disposed  to  ex- 
tend the  liberty  of  commerce,  beware  of  rash  and 
hasty  schemes  of  prohibition.  In  the  affairs  of 
trade,  as  in  most  others,  we  make  too  many  laws. 
We  follow  experience  too  little,  and  the  visions  of 
theorists  a  great  deal  too  much.  Instead  of  listen- 
ing to  discourses  on  what  the  market  ought  to  be, 
and  what  the  schemes,  which  a1wa3rs  promise 
much  on  paper,  pretend  to  make  it,  let  us  see  what 
is  the  actual  market  for  our  exports  and  imports. 
This  will  bring  vague  assertions  and  sanguine  opin- 
ions to  the  test  of  experience.  That  rage  for 
theory  and  system,  which  would  entangle  even 
practical  truth  in  the  web  of  the  brain,  is  the  poi- 
son  of  public  discussion.  One  fact  is  better  tnin 
two  systems. 
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The  termg  on  which  our  exports  are  received  in 
the  British  market,  have  been  accuratelj  examined 
by  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  William 
Smith.)  Before  his  statement  of  facts  was  made  to 
the  committee,  it  was  urged,  and  with  no  little 
warmth,  that  the  system  of  England  indicated  her 
inveteracy  towards  this  country,  while  that  of 
France,  springing  from  disinterested  affection,  con- 
stituted a  claim  for  gratitude  and  self-denying  mea- 
sures of  retribution. 

Since  that  statement,  however,  that  romantic 
style,  which  is  so  ill  adapted  to  the  subject,  has 
been  changed.  We  hear  it  insinuated,  that  the 
comparison  of  the  footing  of  our  exports  in  the 
markets  of  France  and  England,  is  of  no  import- 
ance ;  that  it  is  chiefly  our  object  to  see  how  we  may 
assist  and  extend  our  commerce.  This  evasion  of 
the  force  of  the  statement,  or  rather  this  indirfct 
admission  of  its  authority,  establishes  it  It  will  not 
be  pretended  that  it  has  been  shaken  during  the 
debate. 

It  has  been  made  to  appear,  beyond  contradiction, 
that  the  British  market  for  our  exports,  taken  in 
the  aggregate,  is  a  good  one — that  it  is  better  than 
the  Frencn,  and  better  than  any  we  have,  and,  for 
many  of  our  products,  the  only  one. 

The  whole  amount  of  our  exports  to  the  British 
Dominions  in  the  year  ending  the  80th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1790,  was  $9,246,660.  But  it  will  be  more  sim- 
ple and  satisfactory  to  confine  the  inquiry  to  the 
articles  following :  bread-stufiP,  tobacco,  rice,  wood, 
the  produce  of  the  fisheries,  fish  oil,  pot  and  pearl 
ashes,  salted  meats,  indigo,  live  animals,  flaxseed, 
naval  stores,  an^  iron. 

The  amount  of  the  before-mentioned  articles  ex- 
ported in  that  same  year  to  the  British  Dominions, 
was  $8,457,178. 

Mr.  A.  went  into  a  consideration  of  the  footing  on 
which  they  are  received.  He  then  said,  we  have 
beard  so  much  of  restriction,  of  inimical  and  jealous 
prohibitions  to  cramp  our  trade,  it  is  natural  to 
scrutinize  the  British  system,  with  the  expectation 
of  finding  little  besides  the  effects  of  her  selfish  and 
angry  policy. 

Tet,  of  the  great  sum  of  nearly  eight  millions 
and  a  half,  the  amount  of  the  products  before  men- 
tioned sold  in  her  markets,  two  articles  only  are 
duiied  by  way  of  restriction.  Bread  stuff  is  dutied 
so  high  in  the  market  of  Great  Britain,  as  in  times 
of  plenty  to  exclude  it,  and  this  is  done  from  the 
desire  to  favor  her  own  farmers.  The  mover  of 
the  resolutions  justified  the  exclusion  of  our  bread 
stuff  from  the  French  West  Indies  bv  thefr  per- 
manent regulations,  because  he  said  they  were 
bound  to  prefer  their  own  products  to  those  even 
of  the  United  States.  It  would  seem  Ibat  the 
same  apology  would  do  for  England,  in  her  home 
market  But  what  will  do  for  the  vindication  of 
one  nation  becomes  invective  against  another. 
The  criminal  nation,  however,  receives  our  bread- 
stuff in  the  West  Indies  (Vee,  and  excludes  other 
foreign,  so  as  to  give  our  producers  the  monopoly 
of  the  supply.  This  is  no  merit,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  mover  of  the  resolutions,  because  it  is  a  frag- 
ment of  her  old  Colony  system.  Notwithstanding 
the  nature  of  the  duties  on  breadstuff  in  Qreat  Bri- 


tain, it  has  been  clearly  shown  that  she  is  a  better 
customer  for  that  article  in  Europe,  than  her  neigh- 
bor, France.  The  latter,  in  ordinary  times^  is  a 
poor  customer  for  breadstuff^  for  the  same  reason 
that  our  own  country  is,  because  she  prodnoes  it 
herself,  and  therefore  France  permits  it  to  be  im- 
ported, and  the  United  States  do  the  like.  Great 
Britain  often  wants  the  article,  and  then  she  re- 
ceives it ;  no  countij  can  be  expected  to  buy  what 
it  does  not  want  The  breadstuff  sold  in  the  Euro* 
pean  Dominions  of  Great  Britain  in  the  year  1790, 
amounted  to  $1,087,840. 

Whale  oil  pays  the  heavy  duty  of  eighteen 
pounds  three  shillings  sterling  per  ton ;  yet  sper- 
maceti oil  found  a  market  there  to  the  value  of 
$81,048.  Thus  it  appears  that,  of  eight  milliona 
and  a  half  sold  to  Great  Britain  and  her  Domi- 
nions, only  the  value  of  one  million  one  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  thousand  dollars  was  under  duty 
of  a  restrictive  nature.  The  breadstuff  is  hardly 
to  be  considered  as  within  the  description,  yet  to 
give  the  argument  its  full  force,  what  is  it  ?  about 
one-eighth  part  is  restricted.  To  proceed  with  the 
residue : 


Indigo,  to  the  amount  of    - 

Live  animals  to  the  West  Indies    - 

Flax  seed  to  Great  Britain 

Total 


$41S.S30 

6t415 

219.934 

766,169 


These  articles  are  reoeiyed  duty  free,  which  is 
a  good  Toot  to  the  trade.  Tet,  we  find,  good  as  it 
is,  the  bulk  of  our  exports  is  received  on  even  bet- 
ter terms. 

Flour  to  the  British  West  Indies  -  -    $868,00$ 

Grain 27S.606 

Free,  while  other  foreign  flour  and  grain 
is  prohibited. 

Tobacco  to  Great  Britoin   -  -  -    2,764,491 

Tobacco  to  the  West  Indies  -  -         22,816 

la  8d.  sterling,  duty — 8a  6d.  on  other  fo- 
reign Tobacco. 

In  the  West  Indies  other  foreign  tobacco  is 
prohibited. 

Rice  to  Great  Britain         -  -  -       778,86S 

7s.  4d.  per  cwt  duty — 8a  lOd.  on  other  fo- 
reign rice. 

To  the  West  Indies  -  -  -       180.077 

Other  foreign  rice  prohibited. 

Wood,  to  Great  Britain      -  -       240,174 

Free — higher  duties  on  other  foreiga 

To  the  West  Indies  -  -       882,481 

Free— «ther  foreign  prohibited. 

Pot  and  pearl  ashes  -  •  -      747,078 

Free — 2a  8d.  on  other  foreign,  equal  to  $10 
per  ton. 

Naval  stores,  to  Great  Britain        -  -       190,670 

Higher  duties  on  other  foreign. 

To  the  West  Indies  -  •  -  6,162 

Pree — other  foreien  prohibited. 

Iron,  to  Great  Britain  •  •         81,612 

Free    duties  on  other  foreigii. 

6^10.926 

Thus  it  appears,  that  nearly  seven-eighths  of 
the  exports  to  the  British  Dominions  are  received 
on  terms  of  positive  favor.    ForeignerS|  our  rivals 
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in  the  aa\t  of  these  articles,  are  either  absoluiely 
shut  oat  of  their  market  hy  prohibitionfi,  or  dis- 
coaraged  in  their  competition  with  us  bj  higher 
duties.  There  is  some  restriction,  it  is  admitted, 
but  there  is,  to  balance  it,  a  large  amount  re- 
ceived datj  free.  The  above  surplus  of  six  mil- 
lions and  a  half  goes  to  the  account  of  privilege 
and  &Tor.  This  is  better  than  she  treats  any 
other  foreign  nation ;  it  is  better,  indeed,  than  she 
treats  her  own  subjects ;  because  they  are,  by  this 
means,  deprived  of  a  free  and  open  market ;  it  is 
better  than  our  footing  with  any  nation  with 
whom  we  have  treaties  It  has  been  demonstra- 
tively shown  that  it  is  better  than  the  footing  on 
which  France  receives  either  the  like  articles,  or 
the  aggregate  of  our  products.  The  best  proof  in 
the  world  is,  that  they  are  not  sent  to  France ;  the 
merchants  will  find  out  the  best  market  sooner 
than  we  shall. 

The  footing  of  our  exports  under  the  British 
system,  is  better  than  that  of  their  exports  to  the 
United  States,  under  our  system.  Nay,  it  is  bet- 
ter than  the  freedom  of  commerce,  which  is  one 
of  the  visions  for  which  our  solid  prosperity  is  to 
be  hazarded ;  for,  suppose  we  could  batter  down 
her  system  of  prohibitions  and  restrictions,  it 
would  be  gaining  a  loss :  one-eighth  is  restricted, 
and  more  than  six-eighths  has  restrictions  in  its 
fiivor.  It  is  as  plain  as  figures  can  make  it,  that 
if  a  state  of  freedom  for  our  exports  is  at  par,  the 
present  system  raises  them,  in  point  of  privilege, 
above  par.  To  suppose  that  we  can  terrify  them 
by  these  resolutions  to  abolish  their  restrictions, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  maintain  in  our  fitvor  their 
duties,  to  exclude  other  foreigners  from  their  mar- 
ket, is  too  absurd  to  be  refuted. 

We  have  heard  that  the  market  of  France  is 
the  great  centre  of  our  interests ;  we  are  to  look 
to  her,  and  not  to  England,  for  advantages.  Be- 
ing, as  the  style  of  theory  is,  our  best  customer 
and  best  friend,  showing  to  our  trade  particular 
&Tor  and  privilege,  while  England  manifests  in 
her  system  such  narrow  and  selfish  views,  it  is 
strange  to  remark  such  a  pointed  refutation  of  as- 
serdons  and  opinions  by  facts.  The  amount  sent 
to  France  herself  is  very  trivial ;  either  our  mer- 
chants are  ignorant  of  the  best  markets,  or  those 
which  tb^  prefer  are  the  best ;  and,  if  the  Eng- 
lish  markets,  in  spite  of  the  alleged  ill  usage,  are 
still  preferred  to  the  French,  it  is  a  proof  of  the 
superior  advantages  of  the  former  over  the  latter. 
The  ailments  I  have  adverted  to,  oblige  those 
who  urge  them  to  make  a  greater  difference  in 
&vor  of  the  English,  than  the  true  state  of  facts 
will  warrant  Indeed,  i^  they  persist  in  their  ar- 
guments, they  are  bound  to  deny  their  own  con- 
cluidona  They  are  bound  to  admit  this  position  : 
if  Prance  receives  little  of  such  of  our  products  as 
Great  Britain  takes  on  terms  of  privilege  and  fa- 
vor, because  of  that  favor  it  allows  the  value  of 
that  &vored  footing.  If  France  takes  little  of  our 
•rUcles,  because  she  does  not  want  them,  it  shows 
the  absurdity  of  looking  to  her  as  the  best  cus- 
tomer. 

It  may  be  said,  and  truly,  that  Qreat  Britain  re- 
fiuds  only  her  own  interest  in  these  arguments. 


So  much  the  better.  If  it  is  her  interest  to  afford 
to  our  commerce  more  encouragement  than 
France  ^ves,  if  she  does  this  when  she  is  invete- 
rate agamst  us,  as  it  is  alleged,  and  when  we  are 
indulging  an  avowed  hatred  towards  her,  and  par- 
tiality towards  France,  it  shows  that  we  have  very 
solid  ^und  to  rely  on.  Her  interest  is,  according 
to  this  statement,  stronger  than  our  passions, 
stronger  than  her  own,  and  is  the  more  to  be  de- 
pended on,  as  it  cannot  be  put  to  any  more  trying 
experiment  in  future.  The  good  will  and  friend- 
ship of  nations  are  hollow  foundations  to  build  our 
systems  upon.  Mutual  interest  is  a  bottom  of 
rock.  The  fervor  of  transient  sentiments  is  not 
better  than  straw  or  stubble.  Some  gentlemen 
have  lamented  this  distrust  of  any  relation  be- 
tween nations  except  an  interested  one.  But  the 
substitution  of  any  other  principle  could  produce 
little  else  than  the  hypocrisy  of  sentiment,  and  an 
instability  of  affairs.  It  would  be  relying  on  what 
is  not  stable,  instead  of  what  is ;  it  would  intro* 
duce  into  politics  the  jargon  of  romance.  It  is  in 
this  sense,  and  this  only,  that  the  word  favor  is 
used :  a  state  of  things  so  arranged  as  to  produce 
our  profit  and  advantage,  though  intended  by 
Great  Britain  merely  for  her  own.  The  disposi- 
tion of  a  nation  is  immaterial;  the  fact  that  we 
profit  by  their  system  cannot  be  so  to  this  dis- 
cussion. 

The  next  point  is,  to  consider  whether  our  im- 
ports are  on  a  good  footing,  or,  in  other  words, 
whether  we  are  in  a  situation  to  buy  what  we 
have  occasion  for  at  a  cheap  rate.    In  this  view, 
the  systems  of  the  commercial  nations  are  not  to 
be  complained  of,  as  all  are  desirous  of  selling  the 
products  of  their  labor.    Great  Britain  is  not  cen- 
sured in  this  respect.    The  objection  is  rather  of 
the  opposite  kind,  that  we  buy  too  cheap,  and 
therefore  consume  too  much,  and  that  we  take  not 
only  as  much  as  we  can  pay  for,  but  to  the  extent 
of   our  credit  also      There  is    less  freedom   of 
importation,  however,  from  the  West  Indies.     In 
this  respect,  France  is  more  restrictive  than  Eng- 
land ;  for  the  former  allows  the  exportation  to  us 
of  only  rum  and  molasses,  while  England  admits 
that  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  other  principal  West  In- 
dia products.     Yet,  even  here,  when  the  prefer- 
ence seems  to  be  decidedly  due  to  the  British  sys- 
tem, occasion  is  taken  to  extol  that  of  the  French. 
We  are  told  that  they  sell  us  the  chief  part  of  the 
molasses  which  is  consumed  or  manufactured  into 
rum,  and  that  a  Rreat  and  truly  important  branch, 
the  distillery,  is  kept  up  by  their  liberality  in  fur- 
nishing the  raw  material     There  is  at  every  step 
matter  to  confirm  the  remark,  that  nations  have 
framed  their  regulations  to  suit  their   own  inte- 
rests, not  ours.     France  is  a  great  brandy  manu- 
facturer.   She  will  not  admit  rum,  therefore,  even 
from  her  own  islands,  because  it  would  supplant 
the  consumption  of  brandy.     The  molasses  was 
fur  that  reason  some  years  ago  of  no  value  in  her 
islands,  and  was  not  even  saved  in  casks.    But  the 
demand  from  America  soon  raised  its  value.    The 
policy  of  England  has  been  equally  selfish.     The 
molasses  is  distilled  in  her  islands,  because  she  has 
no  manufacture  of  brandy  to  suffer  by  its  sale. 
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A  qaestion  remains  respecting  the  state  of  our 
navigation.  If  we  pay  no  regard  to  the  regula- 
tions of  foreign  nations,  and  ask  whether  this 
yaluahle  hranch  of  our  industry  and  capital  is  in 
a  distressed  and  sickly  state,  we  shall  find  that  it 
18  in  a  strong  and  flourishing  condition.  If  the 
quantity  of  shipping  was  declining,  if  it  was  un- 
employed, even  at  low  freight,  I  should  say  it 
must  be  sustained  and  encouraged.  No  such 
thine  is  asserted.  Seamen's  wages  are  high, 
freights  are  high,  and  American  bottoms  in  full 
employment  But  the  complaint  is,  our  vessels 
are  not  permitted  to  go  to  the  British  West  In- 
dies. It  is  even  affirmed,  that  no  civilized  coun* 
try  treats  us  so  illv  in  Uiat  respect  Spain  and 
Portugal  prohibit  the  traffic  to  their  possessions, 
not  only  in  our  vessels,  but  in  their  own,  which, 
according  to  the  style  of  the  resolutions,  is  worse 
treatment  than  we  meet  with  from  the  British. 
It  is  also  asserted,  and  on  as  bad  ground,  that  our 
vessels  are  excluded  from  most  of  the  British  mar- 
kets. This  is  not  true,  in  any  sense.  We  are 
admitted  into  the  greater  number  of  her  porta,  in 
our  own  vessels ;  and  bv  far  the  greater  value  of 
our  exports  is  sold  in  British  ports,  into  which  our 
vessels  are  received,  not  only  on  a  good  footing, 
compared  with  other  foreigners,  but  on  terms  of 
positive  favor — on  better  terms  than  British  vcs* 
sels  are  admitted  into  our  own  ports.  We  are  not 
subject  to  the  alien  duties ;  and  the  light  money, 
&c.,  of  Is.  9d.  sterling,  per  ton,  is  less  than  our  fo- 
reign tonnage  duty,  not  to  mention  the  ten  per 
cent  on  the  duties  on  the  goods  in  foreign  bottoms. 
But  in  the  port  of  London,  our  vessels  are  received 
free.  It  is  for  the  unprejudiced  mind  to  compare 
these  facts  with  the  assertions  we  have  heard  so 
confidently  and  so  feelingly  made  by  the  mover  of 
the  resolutions,  that  we  are  excluded  from  most 
of  their  ports,  and  that  no  civilized  nation  treats 
our  vessels  so  ill  as  the  British. 

The  tonnage  of  the  vessels  employed  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  and  the  United 
States,  is  called  two  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand, and  the  whole  of  this  is  represented  as  our 
Just  right  The  same  gentleman  speaks  of  our 
natural  right  to  the  carriage  of  our  own  articles, 
and  that  we  may  and  ought  to  insist  upon  our 
equitable  share.  Tet,  soon  after,  he  uses  the  lan- 
guage of  monopoly,  and  represents  the  whole  car- 
riage of  imports  and  exports  as  the  proper  object 
of  our  efforts,  and  all  that  others  carry  as  a  clear 
loss  to  us.  If  an  equitable  share  of  the  carriage 
means  half,  we  have  it  already,  and  more,  and 
our  proportion  is  rapidly  increasing.  If  anything 
is  meant  by  the  natural  right  of  carriage,  one 
would  imagine  that  it  belongs  to  him,  whoever  he 
may  be,  who  having  bought  our  produce,  and 
made  himself  the  owner,  thinks  proper  to  teke  it 
with  him  to  his  own  country,  ft  is  neither  our 
policy  nor  our  design  to  check  the  sale  of  our  pro- 
duce; we  invite  every  description  of  purchasers, 
because  we  expect  to  sell  dearest  when  the  num- 
ber and  competition  of  the  buyers  is  the  greatest 
For  this  reason,  the  total  exclusion  of  foreigners 
and  their  vessels  from  the  purchase  and  carriage 
of  our  exports  is  an  advantage,  in  respect  to  navi- 


gation, which  has  a  disadvantage  to  balance  it,  in 
respect  to  the  price  of  produce.  It  ia  with  thii 
reserve  we  ought  to  receive  the  remark,  that  the 
carriage  of  our  exports  should  be  our  object  rather 
than  ibat  of  our  imports.  By  going  with  our  ves- 
sels into  foreign  ports,  we  buy  our  imports  in  the 
best  market  By  giving  a  steady  and  moderate 
encouragement  to  our  own  shipping,  without  pre- 
tending violently  to  interrupt  the  course  of  boa- 
ness,  experience  will  soon  establish  that  order  of 
things  which  is  most  beneficial  to  the.  exporter,  the 
importer,  and  the  ship  owner.  The  Vest  interest 
of  agriculture  is  the  true  interest  of  trade. 

In  a  trade  mutually  beneficial,  it  is  strangely 
absurd  to  consider  the  gain  of  others  as  our  loss. 
Admitting  it,  however,  for  argument  sake,  yet  it 
should  be  noticed  that  the  loss  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  tons  of  shipping. ia  oomputed 
according  to  the  apparent  tonnage.     Our  vessels 
not  being  allowed  to  go  to  the  British  West  Indies, 
and  their  vessels  making  frequent  voyages,  ap- 
pear in  the  entries  over  and  over  again.    In  the 
trade  to  the  Europef^o  Dominions  of  Great  Brituo, 
the  distance  being  greater,  our  vessels  are  not  so 
often  entered.     Both  these  circumstances  give  a 
false  show  to  the  amount  of  British  tonnage,  com- 
pared with  the  American.    It  is,  however,  veiy 
pleasing  to  the  mind,  to  see  that  our  tonnage  ex- 
ceeds the  British  in  the   European   trade.    For 
various  reasons,  some  of  which  will  be  mentioned 
hereafter,  the  tonnage  in  the  West  India  trade  is 
not  the  proper  subject  of  calculation.     In  the  Eu- 
ropean  comparison,  we  have  more  tonnage  in  the 
British  than  in  the  French  commerce ;  it  is,  indeed, 
more  than  four  to  one.    The  great  quantity  of 
British  tonnage,  employed  in  our  trade,  is  also,  in 
a  great  measure,  owing  to  the  large  capitals  of  the 
merchants  employed  in  the  buying  and  exporting 
our  productions.    If  we  would  banish  the  ships,  we 
must  strike  at  the  root,  and  banish  ^e  ciq>ital ;  and 
thiS)  before  we  have  capital  of  our  own  grown  up 
to  replace  it,  would  be  an  operation  of  no  little 
riolence  and   injury,  to  our  Southern  brethren 
especially.     Independently  of  thip  circumstance, 
(}reat  Britain  is  an  active  and  intelligeDt  rival  in 
the  navigation  line.    Her  ships  are  dearer,  and  the 
provisioning  of  her  seamen  is  perhaps  rather  dearer 
than  ours ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  rate  of  interest 
is  lower  in  England,  and  so  are  seamen's  wagea 
It  would  be  improper,  therefore,  to  consider  the 
amount  of  British  tonnage  in  our  trade  as  a  proof 
of  a  bad  state  of  things,  arising  either  from  the  re- 
strictions of  that  Government,  or  the  negligence 
or  timidity  of  this.    We  are  to  charge  it  to  causes 
which  are  more  connected  with  the  natural  com- 
petition of  capital  and  industry ;  causes  which,  in 
fact,  retarded  the  growth  of  our  shipping  more 
when  we  were  Colonies  and  our  ships  were  free, 
than  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment 

It  has  been  said,  with  emphans,  that  the  Con- 
stitution grew  out  of  the  complaints  of  the  nation 
respecting  commerce,  especially  that  with  the  Bn- 
tish  Dominion.<i.  What  was  then  lamented  by  our 
patriots  ?  Feebleness  of  the  public  Councils,  the 
shadow  of  union,  and  scarce  the  siiadow.of  pabiio 
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credit— cTBiy  where  despondenoy — the  pressure 
of  enls  not  only  great,  bnt  portentous  of  civil  dis- 
tnctions.  These  were  the  grieyances ;  and  what 
Dore  was  then  desired  than  their  remedies  f  Is  it 
poeinble  to  sarrey  this  prosperous  country,  and  to 
aswit  that  they  have  been  delayed  ?  Trade  flour- 
islMs  OD  our  wharresi  although  it  droops  in 
speeches.  Ifanuikctiires  have  risen,  under  the 
shade  of  protectfng  duties,  from  almost  nothing,  to 
flwrh  t  state  that  we  are  even  told  it  is  safB  to  depend 
on  the  dooiestie  supply,  if  the  foreign  should  cease. 
The  fisheries,  which  we  found  in  decline,  are  in  the 
most  vigorous  growth.  The  whale  fishery,  which 
oor  allies  would  have  transferred  to  Dunkirk,  now 
tnTerses  the  whole  ocean :  to  that  hardy  race  of 
men,  the  sea  is  but  a  park  for  huotinv  its  monsters ; 
SQch  is  their  activity,  the  deepest  abysses  scarcely 
afford  to  their  prey  a  hiding  place.  Look  around, 
aod  see  how  the  frontier  circle  widens,  how  the  in* 
tenor  improveSi  and  let  it  be  repeated,  that  the 
hopes  of  the  people,  when  they  formed  this  Oonsti- 
totion,  have  been  frustrated  1 

Bat  if  it  should  happen  that  our  pri^udioes  prove 
stronger  than  our  senses;  if  it  should  be  believed 
tlut  oar  iarmere  and  merchants  see  their  products 
md  ships  and  wharves  going  to  decay  together, 
and  they  are  ignorant  or  silent  on  their  own  ruin, 
sti'l  the  public  documents  would  not  disclose  so 
^ing  a  state  of  our  affairs.  Our  imports  are 
obtained  so  plentifully  and  cheaply,  that  one  of 
tbe  STowed  objects  of  the  resolution  is,  to  make 
them  scarcer  and  dearer.  Our  exports,  so  fiir  from 
kognishing,  have  increased  two  millions  of  dol- 
ors ia  a  year.  Our  navigation  is  found  to  be  aug- 
OKoted  beyond  die  most  sanguine  expectation, 
n  e  bear  of  the  vast  advantage  the  English  derive 
from  tbe  Navigation  Act,  and  we  are  asked,  in  a 
tone  of  accusation.  Shall  we  sit  still,  and  do  no- 
^BS?  Who  is  bold  enough  to  say.  Congress  has 
done  nothing  for  the  encouragement  of  American 
nari^onf  To  counteract  the  Navigation  Act, 
ve  have  laid  on  British  a  higher  tonnage  than  our 
orn  vessels  pay  in  their  ports ;  and,  what  is  much 
Bore  effectual,  we  have  imposed  ten  per  cent  on 
the  doties,  when  the  dntied  articles  are  borne  in 
Mgn  bottoms.  We  have  also  made  the  coast* 
mg  trade  a  monopoly  to  our  own  vessels.  Let 
those  who  have  asserted  that  this  is  nothing,  cora- 
ls fiKts  with  the  regulations  which  produced 
them: 


Tons. '  SzMM  of  Am. 

ToBiiagti. 
29^.468 
SS6,11S 

82,858 


AQerieaa,lT89 


Awriean,  1790       -        - 

rcreign,      ** 

847»668 
258,916 

Aaerieaa,  1791 
Fflfeipi,      - 

868,810 
240,799 

Jaeriean,  1792 

415,880 
244,268 

88,747 


128,011 


171.067 


^1  net  this  increase  of  American  shippine  rapid 
tBooght    Many  persons  say  It  is  too  raiJd,  and 


attracts  too  much  capital  for  the  circumptances 
of  the  country.  I  cannot  readily  persuade  myself 
to  think  BO  valuable  a  branch  of  employment 
thrives  too  fast  But  a  steady  and  sure  encourage- 
ment is' more  to  be  relied  on  than  violent  meth^ 
of  forcing  its  growth.  It  is  not  clear  that  the 
quantity  of  our  navigation,  including  our  coasting 
and  fishing  vessels,  is  less,  in  proportion  to  those 
of  that  nation.  In  that  computation,  we  shall  pro- 
bably find  that  we  are  already  more  a  navigating 
peo{de  than  the  Bnglish.  As  this  is  a  growing 
country,  we  have  the  most  stable  ground  of  depend- 
ence on  the  corresponding  growth  of  our  navigation ; 
and  that  the  increasing  demand  for  shipping  win 
rather  fall  to  the  share  of  Americans  than  foreign- 
ers, is  not  to  be  denied.  We  did  expect  this,  from 
the  nature  of  our  own  laws;  we  have  been  con- 
firmed in  it  by  experience ;  and  we  know  that  an 
American  bottom  is  actually  preferred  to  a  fo^ 
reign  one.  In  cases  where  one  partner  is  an 
American  and  another  a  foreigner,  the  ship  is  made 
an  American  bottom.  A  fact  of  this  kind  ovei^ 
throws  a  whole  theory  of  reasoning  on  the  necessi- 
ty of  further  restrictions.  It  shows  that  the  work 
of  restriction  is  already  done. 

If  we  take  the  aggregate  view  of  our  commercial 
interests,  we  shall  find  much  more  occasion  fot. 
satisfaction,  and  even  exultation,  than  complaint^ 
and  none  for  despondency.     It  wonld  be  too  bold 
to  say  that  our  condition  is  so  eligible  there  is  no- 
thing to  be  wished.  Neither  the  oraer  of  nature  nor 
the  allotments  of  Providence  afford  perfect  content, 
and  it  would  be  absurd  to  expect  in  our  politics 
what  is  denied  in  the  laws  of  our  being.    The  na- 
tions with  whom  we  have  intercourse  nave,  with- 
out exception,  more  or  less  restricted  their  com- 
merce.   .They  have  framed  their    regulations  to 
suit  their  real  or  fancied  interests.    The  code  of 
France  is  as  Aill  of  restrictions  as  that  of  England. 
We  have  regulations  of  our  own,  and  they  are 
unlike  those  of  any  other  country.    Inasmuch  as 
the  interests  and  circumstances  of  nations  vary  so 
essentially,  the  project  of  an  exact  reciprocity  on 
our  part  is  a  vision.     What  we  desire  is^  to  have, 
not  an  exact  reciprocity,  but  an  intercourse  of  mu- 
tual benefit  and  convenience.    It  has  scarcely  beea 
so  much  as  insinuated  that  tbe  change  contem- 
plated will  be  a  profitable  one — that  it  will  enable 
us  to  sell  dearer  and  to  buy  cheaper ;  on  the  con- 
trary, we  are  invited  to  submit  to  the  hazards  and 
losses  of  a  conflict  with  our  customers — to  engage 
in  a  contest  of  self-denial.    For  what?    To  obtain 
better  markets  ?    No  such  thing ;  but  to  shut  up, 
forever,  if  possible,  the  best  market  we  have  for 
our  exports,  .and  to  confine  ourselves  to  thedear^t 
and  scarcest  markets  for  our  imports ;  and  this  is 
to  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  trade,  or,  m  it  is  some- 
times more  correctly  said,  for  the  benefit  of  France. 
This   language  is  not  a  little   inconsistent   and 
strange  from  those  who  recommend  a  non-import- 
ation agreement,  and  who  think  we  should  even 
renounce  the  sea,  and  devote  ourselves  to  agricul- 
ture.   Thus^  to  make  our  trade  more  free,  it  is  to 
be  embarrassed  and  violently  shifted    from  one 
country  to  another :  not  according  to  the  interest 
of  the  merchants,  but  the  visionary  theories  and 
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capricious  rashness  of  the  legislators.    To  make 
trade  better,  it  is  to  be  made  nothing. 

So  fiir  as  commerce  and  navigation  are  regard- 
ed, the  pretencea  for  this  contest  are  confined  to  two. 
We  are  not  allowed  to  carry  manufactured  articles 
to  Great  Britain,  nor  any  products,  except  of  our 
own  growth,  and  we  are  not  permitted  to  go,  with 
our  own  Teasels,  to  the  West  Indies.  The  former, 
which  is  a  provision  of  the  Navigation  Act,  is  of 
little  importance  to  our  interests,  as  our  trade  is 
chiefly  a  direct  one ;  our  shipping  not  being  equal 
to  the  carrying  for  other  nations;  and  our  manu- 
factured articles  are  not  furnished  in  quantities 
for  exportation,  and  if  they  were,  Great  Britain 
would  not  be  a  customer.  So  far,  therefore,  the 
restriction  is  rather  nominal  than  real.  The  ex- 
clusion of  our  vessels  from  the  West  Indies  is  of 
more  importance.  When  we  propose  to  make  an 
effort  to  force  a  privilege  from  Great  Britain, 
which  she  is  loth  to  yield  to  us,  it  is  necessary  to 
compare  the  value  of  the  object  with  the  effort, 
and,  above  all,  to  calculate  very  warily  the  proba- 
bility of  success.  A  trivial  thing  deserves  not  a 
great  exertion;  much  less  ought  we  to  stake  a 
very  great  good  in  possession  for  a  slight  chance 
of  a  less  good.  The  carriage  of  one  half  the  ex- 
ports and  imports  to  and  from  the  British  West 
indies,  is  the  object  to  be  contended  for.  Our 
whole  exports  to  Great  Britain  are  to  be  hazarded. 
We  sell  on  terms  of  privilege  and  positive  favor, 
as  it  has  been  abundantly  shown,  near  seven  mil- 
lions to  the  Dominions  of  Great  Britain.  We  are 
to  risk  the  privilege  in  this  great  amount — for 
what?  For  the  freight  only  of  one  half  the  Bri- 
tish West  India  trade  with  the  United  States.  It 
belongs  to  commercial  men  to  calculate  the  entire 
value  of  the  freight  alluded  to ;  but  it  cannot  bear 
much  proportion  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions. 
Besides,  if  we  are  denied  the  privilege  of  carrying 
our  articles  in  our  vessels  to  the  islands,  we  are  on 
a  footing  of  privilege  in  the  sale  of  them.  We 
have  one  privilege,  if  not  two.  It  is  readily  ad- 
mitted that  it  is  a  desirable  thing  to  have  our  ves- 
sels allowed  to  go  to  the  English  islands,  but  the 
value  of  the  object  has  its  limits ;  and  we  go  un- 
questionably beyond  them,  when  we  throw  our 
whole  exports  into  confusion,  and  run  the  risk  of 
losing  our  best  markets,  for  the  sake  of  forcing  a 
permission  to  carry  our  own  products  to  one  of 
those  markets;  in  which,  too,  it  should  be  noticed, 
we  sell  much  less  than  we  do  to  Great  Britain 
herself.  If  to  this  we  add,  that  the  success  of  the 
contest  is  grounded  on  the  sanguine  and  passionate 
hypothesis  of  our  being  able  to  starve  the  island- 
ers, which,  on  trial,^  mav  prove  false,  and  which 
oar  being  involved  in  the  war  would  overthrow 
at  once,  we  may  conclude,  without  going  further 
into  the  discussion,  that  prudence  forbids  our  fen- 
gaging  in  the  hazards  of  a  commercial  war ;  that 
great  things  should  not  be  stated  against  such  as 
are  of  much  less  value;  that  what  we  possess 
should  not  be  risked  for  what  we  desire,  without 
peat  odds  in  our  favor;  still  less,  if  the  chance  is 
ufinitely  against  us. 

If  these  considerations  .should  fail  of  their  effect, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  go  into  an  examination  of 


the  tendency  of  the  system  of  discriminatioB  to  re- 
dress and  avenge  all  our  wrongs,  and  to  realise  til 
our  hopes. 

It  has  been  avowed  that  we  are  to  \o(k  to 
France,  not  to  England,  for  advantages  in  tnde; 
we  are  to  show  our  spirit,  and  to  manifest  towtrds 
those  who  are  called  enemies  the  spirit  of  enmity, 
and  towards  those  we  call  friends  something  more 
than  paasive  good  will;  we  are  to  take  actiri 
measures  to  force  trade  out  of  its  accustomed  chan- 
nels, and  to  shift  it  by  such  means  from  Eogland 
to  France.      The  care  of  the  concerns  of  the 
French  manufacturers  may  be  left,  perhaps,  u 
well  in  the  hands  of  the  Convention,  as  to  be 
usurped  into  our  own.    However  our  seal  m^t 
engage  us  to  interpose,  our  duty  to  our  own  tmroe> 
diate  constituents  demands  all  our  attention.   To 
volunteer  it,  in  order  to  excite  competition  in  one 
foreign  nation  to  supplant  another,  is  a  very  strange 
business ;  and  to  do  it,  as  it  has  been  irresistibly 
proved  it  will  happen,  at  the  cham  and  cost  of 
our  own  citizens,  is  a  thing  equally  beyond  all  jus- 
tification and  all  axample.    What  ia  it  but  to  tax 
our  own  people  for  a  time,  perhaps  for  a  )on{ 
time,  in  order  that  the  French  may  at  last  sell  tf 
cheap  as  the  English  ? — cheaper  they  cannot,  nor 
is  it  so  much  as  pretended.    The  tax  wfll  be  a  loss 
to  us,  and  the  fancied  tendency  of  it  not  a  gain  to 
this  country,  in  the  event,  out  to  France.   We 
shall  pay  more  for  a  time,  and  in  the  end  pay  oo 
less ;  for  no  object  but  that  one  nation  may  re- 
ceive our  money  instead  of  the  other.    If  this  is 
generous  towards  France,  it  is  not  just  to  Ameri- 
ca;  it  is  sacrificing  what  we  owe.  to  our  constitu- 
ents, to  what  we  pretend  to  feel  towards  strangers. 
We  have  indeed  neard  a  very  ardent  profession  of 
gratitude  to  that  nation,  and  infinite  reliance  seems 
to  be  placed  on  her  readiness  to  sacrifice  her  inte* 
rest  to  ours.    The  story  of  this  generous  strife 
should  be  left  to  ornament  fiction.    This  is  not  the 
form  nor  the  occasion  to  discharge  our  obligations 
of  any  sort  to  any  foreign  nation ;  it  concerns  not 
our  feelings  but  our  interests,  yet  the  debate  has 
often  soared  high  above  the  smoke  of  business  into 
the  epic  reeion.    The  market  for  tobacco^  tar,  tQ^ 
pontine  and  pitch,  has  become  matter  of  sentiment, 
and  given  occasion  alternately  to  rouse  our  coor- 
age  and  our  gratitude. 

If,  instead  of  hexameters,  we  prefer  discussing 
our  relation  to  foreign  nations  in  the  common  lan- 
guage, we  shall  not  find  that  we  are  bound  by 
treaty  to  establish  a  preference  in  &vor  of  the 
French.  The  treaty  is  founded  on  a  professed  re- 
ciprocity— favor  for  favor.  Why  is  toe  principle 
of  treaty  or  no  treaty  made  so  essential,  when  the 
favor  we  are  going  to  give  is  an  act  of  supereroga- 
tion f  It  is  not  expected  bv  one  of  the  nations  in 
treaty ;  for  Holland  has  declared,  in  her  treaty  with 
us,  that  such  preferences  are  the  fruitful  source  of 
animosity,  embarrassment,  and  war.  The  French 
have  set  no  such  example.  They  discriminate,  in 
their  late  Navigation  Act,  not  as  we  are  exhorted 
to  do,  between  nations  in  treaty  and  not  in  treaty, 
but  between  nations  at  war  and  not  at  war  with 
them  ;  so  that,  when  peace  takes  place,  England  will 
stand  by  that  act  on  toe  same  ground  with  ourselves 
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Mr.  Aus  proceeded  to  show,  that  if  we  expect 
bj  giTing  fiiTor  to  get  fiivor  in  return,  it  is  impro- 
per to  mske  a  law.  The  business  belongs  to 
the  fizecutiye,  in  whose  hands  the  Constitution 
has  pkced  the  power  of  dealing  with  foreign  na- 
tions. He  noticed  its  singularity  to  negotiate 
lq;uUtiTelj — to  make  by  a  law  half  a  bargain, 
ezpediog  a  French  law  would  make  the  other. 
He  remarked  that  the  footing,  of  treaty  or  no 
trettj,  was  different  from  the  ground  taken  by  the 
moTer  himself  in  supporting  bis  system.  He  had 
aid  &ror  for  fiiYor  was  principle.  Nations  not 
in  treaty  grant  &vors — those  in  treaty  restrict  our 
trade.  Tet  the  principle  of  discriminating  in 
&Tor  of  nations  in  treaty,  was  not  only  inconsist- 
ent with  the  declared  doctrine  of  the  mover  and 
with  &cts,  but  it  is  inconsistent  with  itself.  Na- 
tions not  in  treaty  are  so  very  unequally  operated 
opon  by  the  resolutions,  it  is  absurd  to  refer  them 
to  one  principle.  Spain  and  Portugal  have  no 
treaties  with  us,  and  are  not  disposed  to  have. 
Spain  would  not  accede  to  the  treaty  of  commerce 
between  us  and  France,  though  she  was  invited ; 
Portugal  would  not  sign  a  treaty  after  it  had  been 
discasBed  and  signed  on  our  part  They  have  few 
ibips  or  mand&ctures,  and  do  not  feed  their  Colo- 
Dies  from  us ;  of  course  there  is  little  for  the  dis- 
enmination  to  operate  upon.  The  operation  on 
nations  in  treaty  is  equally  a  satire  on  the  princi- 

ee  of  discrimination.  Sweden,  with  whom  we 
'▼e  a  treaty,  duties  rice  higher,  if  borne  in  our 
bottoms,  than  in  her  own.  France  does  the  like, 
io  re(»pect  to  tobacco,  two  and  a  half  livres  the 
<2Qintai,  which  in  effect  prohibits  our  vessels  to 
freight  tobacco,  as  the  duty  is  more  than  the 
freight  He  then  remarked  on  the  French  Navi- 
gation Act,  the  information  of  which  had  been 
given  to  the  House  since  the  debate  began.  He 
said  the  mover  had,  somewhat  unluckily,  proposed 
to  except  from  this  ^rstem  nations  having  no 
Nangation  Acts,  in  which  case  France  would  be- 
come the  suUect  of  unfriendly  discrimination  as 
teil  as  Great  BriUin. 

He  remarked  on  the  disposition  of  England  to 
Rttle  a  commercial  treaty,  and  adverted  to  the 
iniovn  deare  of  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  (then 
Prime  Minister,)  in  1783,  to  form  such  an  one  on 
the  most  liberal  principles.  The  history  of  that 
^oaioess,  and  the  causes  which  prevented  its  con- 
dition, ought  to  be  made  known  to  the  publia 
The  powers  given  to  our  Ministers  were  revoked, 
tod  jet  we  bear  that  no  such  disposition  on  the 
pvt  of  Great  Britain  has  existed.  The  declara- 
tioQ  of  Mr.  PiU  in  Pariiament,  in  June,  1792,  as 
Veil  as  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Hammond, 
t^ow  a  de»re  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation.  The 
statement  of  the  report  on  the  privileges  and  re- 
ttnctions  of  oar  commerce,  that  Great  Britain  has 
^wn  no  inclination  to  meddle  with  the  subject, 
Sttms  to  be  incorrect  Alter  tracing  the  operation 
of  the  resolution  on  different  nations,  he  examined 
^  ^opposed  tendency  to  dispose  Great  Britain  to 
kttle  an  equitable  treaty  with  this  country.  He 
teked  whether  those  who  held  such  language  to- 
wanl^  that  nation  as  he  heard,  could  be  supposed 
to  desire  a  treaty  and  friendly  connexion?    It 


seemed  to  be  thought  a  merit  to  express  hatred, 
^t  is  common  and  natural  to  desire  to  annoy  and 
to  crush  those  whom  we  hate,  but  it  is  somewhat 
singular  to  pretend  that  the  design  of  our  anger  is 
to  embrace  them.  The  tendency  of  angry  mea- 
sures to  friendly  dispositions  and  arrangements  is 
not  obvious.  We  affect  to  believe  that  we  shall 
quarrel  ourselves  into  their  good  will — that  we 
snail  beat  a  new  path  to  peace  and  friendKhip  with 
Great  Britain,  one  that  is  grown  up  with  thorns, 
and  lined  with  men-traps  and  spring-guns.  It 
should  be  called  the  war-path. 

To  do  justice  to  the  subject,  its  promised  advan- 
tages should  be  examined.  Exciting  the  compe- 
tition of  the  French  is  to  prove  an  advantage  to 
this  country,  by  opening  a  new  market  with  that 
nation.  This  is  scarcely  intelligible.  If  it  ^  means 
anything,  it  is  an  admission  that  their  market  is 
not  a  good  one,  or  that  they  have  not  taken  mea- 
sures to  favor  our  traffic  with  them.  In  either 
case  our  system  is  absurd.  The  balance  of  trade 
is  against  us,  and  in  favor  of  Eneland.  But  the 
resolutions  can  only  aggravate  the  evil,  for,  by 
compelling  us  to  buy  dearer  and  sell  cheaper,  the 
balance*will  be  turned  still  more  against  our  coun- 
try. Neither  is  the  supply  from  France  less  the 
aliment  of  luxury  than  that  from  England.  Their 
excess  of  credit  is  an  evil  which  we  pretend  to 
cure :  by  checking  the  natural  growth  of  our  own 
capital,  which  is  the  undoubted  tendency  of  re- 
straining trade,  the  progress  of  the  remedy  is  thus 
delayed.  If  we  will  trade,  there  must  be  capital.  It 
is  best  to  have  it  of  our  own ;  if  we  have  it  not, 
we  must  depend  on  credit  Wealth  springs  from 
the  pro6ts  of  employment,  and  the  best  writers  on 
the  subject  establish  it,  that  employment  is  in  pro- 
portion to  the  capital  that  is  to  excite  and  reward 
It 

To  strike  off  credit,  which  is  the  substitute  for 
capital,  if  it  were  possible  to  do  it,  would  so  far 
stop  employment  Fortunately,  it  is  not  possible ; 
the  activity  of  individual  industry  eludes  the  mis- 
judging power  of  Governments.  The  resolutions 
would,  in  effect,  increase  the  demand  for  credit| 
as  our  products  selling  for  less  in  a  new  market, 
and  our  imports  being  bought  dearer,  there  would 
be  less  money  and  more  need  of  it  Necessity 
would  produce  credit  Where  the  laws  are  strict, 
it  will  soon  find  its  proper  level ;  the  uses  of  credit 
will  remain,  and  the  evil  will  disappear. 

But  the  whole  theory  of  balances  of  trade,  of 
helping  it  by  restraint,  and  protecting  it  by  sys- 
tems of  prohibition  and  restriction  against  foreign 
nations,  as  well  as  the  remedy  for  credit,  are 
among  the  exploded  dogmas  woich  are  equally 
refuted  by  the  maxims  of  science  and  the  author- 
ity of  time.  Many  such, topics  have  been  advanced 
which  were  known  to  exist  as  pr^udices,  but  were 
not  expected  as  arguments.  It  seems  to  be  be- 
lieved that  the  liberty  of  commerce  is  of  some 
value.  Although  there  are  restrictions  on  one  side, 
there  will  be  some  liberty  left;  counter  restric- 
tions, by  diminishing  that  liberty,  are  in  their  na- 
ture aggravations,  and  not  remedies.  We  com- 
plain of  the  British  restrictions  as  of  a  millstone ; 
our  own  system  will  be  another,  so  that  our  trade 
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mar  hope  to  be  situated  between  the  upper  and  the 
nether  millstone. 

On  the  whole,  the  resolutions  contain  two  gr^t 
principles.  To  control  trade  by  law,  instead  <^ 
leaving  it  to  the  better  management  of  the  mer- 
chants, and  the  principle  of  a  sumptuary  law.  To 
play  the  tyrant  in  the  counting-house,  and  in  di- 
recting the  private  expenses  of  our  citizens,  are 
employments  equally  unworthy  of  discussion. 

Besides  the  advantages  of  the  system,  we  have 
been  called  to  another  view  of  it,  and  which  seems 
to  have  less  connexion  with  the  merits  of  the  dis- 
cussion. The  acts  of  States  and  the  votes  of  public 
bodies,  before  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  and 
the  votes  of  the  House  since,  have  been  stated  as 
grounds  for  our  assent  to  this  measure  at  this  time. 
To  help  our  own  trade,  to  repel  any  real  or  sup- 
posed attack  upon  it,  cannot  fail  to  prepossess  the 
mind;  accordingly,  the  first  feelings  of  every  man 
yield  to  this  proposition.  But  the  sober  judgment 
on  the  tendency  and  reasonableness  of  the  inter- 
meddling of  Government,  often  does,  and  probably 
ought  still  oflener,  to  change  our  impressions  On 
a  second  view  of  the  question,  the  man  who  voted 
formerly  for  restrictions  may  say,  much  has  been 
done  under  the  new  Constitution,  and  the  good 
effects  are  yet  making  progress.  The  necessity  of 
measures  of  counter  restriction  will  appear  to  him 
much  less  urgent,  and  their  efficacy  in  the  present 
turbulent  state  of  Europe  infinitely  less  to  be  re- 
lied on.  Far  from  being  inconsistent  in  his  con- 
duct, consistency  vriU  forbid  his  pressing  the  ex- 
periment of  his  principle  under  circumstances 
which  baffle  the  hopes  of  its  success.  But  if  so 
much  stress  is  laid  on  former  opinions  in  favor  of 
this  measure,  how  happens  it  that  there  is  so  little 
on  that  which  now  appears  against  it  Not  one 
merchant  has  spoken  in  favor  of  it  in  this  body ;  not 
one  navigating  or  commercial  State  has  patron- 
ised it. 

Mr.  A  MBS'  then  entered  pretty  fblly  into  the 
consideration  of  the  absolute  dependence  of  the 
British  West  India  islands  on  our  supplies.  He 
Admitted  that  they  cannot  draw  them  so  well  and 
80  cheap  from  an  v  other  quarter ;  but  this  is  not 
the  point  Are  tnev  physically  dependent  f  Can 
we  starve  them  t  And  may  we  reasonably  expect 
thus  to  dictate  to  Great  Britain  a  free  admission 
of  our  vessels  into  her  islands?  He  went  into  de- 
tails to  prove  the  negative*  Beef  and  pork  sent 
from  the  now  United  SUtes  to  the  British  West 
Indies,  1773, 14^998  barrels  In  the  war  time,  1780, 
ditto  from  England,  17,796.  At  the  end  of  the 
war,  1788,  16,626.  Ireland  exported,  on  an  ave- 
rage of  seven  years,  prior  to  1777,  260,000  barrels. 
Salted  fish  the  English  take  in  abundance,  and 
prohibit  it  from  u&  Butter  and  cheese  from  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  are  but  lately  banished  even  from 
our  markets.  Exports  from  the  now  United 
SUtes,  1778:  horses,  2,768;  cattle,  1,208 ;  sheep 
and  hogs,  6,820.  Twenty-two  years  prior  to  1791, 
were  exported  from  England  to  all  parts,  29,181 
horses.  Ireland,  on  an  averasre  of  seven  years,  to 
1779,  exported  4,040  live  stock,  exclusive  of  hogs. 
The  coast  of  Barbary,  the  Cape  de  Verds,  &c., 
supply  sheep  and  cattle.    The  islands,  since  the 


war,  have  increased  their  domestic  supplies  to  t 
great  degree.  The  now  United  States  eiported 
about  180,000  barrels  of  flour  in  1778  to  the  Weat 
Indies;  Ireland,  by  grazing  less,  could  supply 
wheat ;  England  also  usually  exports  it,  she  ibo 
imports  from  Archangel.  Sicily  and  the  Barbuy 
States  furnish  wheat  in  abundance. 

We  are  deceived  when  we  fancy  we  can  stuie 
foreign  countries.  France  is  reckoned  to  consame 
grain  at  the  rate  of  seven  bushels  to  etch  sod: 
twenty-six  millions  of  souls,  the  quantity  183  oil- 
lions  of  bushels.  We  export,  to  speak  in  roand 
numbers,  five  or  six  millions  of  bushels  to  sil  the 
different  countries  which  we  supply ;  a  triOe,  thi% 
to  their  wants.  Frugality  is  a  greater  resoorte. 
Instead  of  seven  bushels,  perhaps  two  could  bi 
saved  by  stinting  the  consumption  of  the  food  of 
cattle,  or  by  the  use  of  other  food.  Two  boshcb 
saved  to  each  soul,  is  fifty-two  millions  of  busheb^ 
a  quantity  which  the  whole  trading  world  perfatpi 
could  not  furnish.  Rice  is  said  to  be  prohibited 
by  Spain  and  Portugal  to  favor  their  own.  Bnd 
could  supply  their  rtoe  instead  of  ours.  Lambei^- 
he  stated  the  danger  of  despising  Canada  and  No> 
va  Scotia  too  much  as  rivals  in  the  West  Indis 
supply,  especially  the  foimer.  The  dependeooe 
the  English  had  placed  on  them  some  years  aga 
had  failed,  partly  because  we  entered  into  eorDp^ 
tition  with  them  on  very  superior  terms,  and  part- 
ly because  they  were  then  in  an  infant  state.  Th^ 
are  now  supposed  to  have  considerably  more  thao 
doubled  their  numbers  since  the  peace ;  and  i(  in- 
stead of  having  us  for  competitors  for  the  sapplfi 
as  before,  we  should  shut  ourselves  out  by  refusing 
our  supplies  or  being  refused  entry  for  them,  thoae 
two  Colonies  would  rise  from  the  ground :  at  least 
we  should  do  more  to  bring  it  about  than  the  Eng^ 
lish  Ministry  had  been  able  to  do.  In  1773, 679 
vessels,  the  actual  tonnage  of  which  was  one  ban- 
dred  and  twenty-eight  thousand,  were  employed 
in  the  West  India  trade  from  Great  BriUin.  They 
were  supposed,  on  good  ground,  to  be  bat  half 
freighted  to  the  islands ;  they  might  carry  lomber, 
and  the  freight  supposed  to  be  deficient  woald  be, 
at  40s.  steriing  the  ton,  £128,000.  This  sura  would 
diminish  the  extra  charge  of  carrying  lumber  to 
the  islands.  But  is  lumber  to  be  had  ?  Yes,  in 
Germany,  and  from  the  Baltia  It  is  even  cheaper 
in  Europe  than  our  own.  Besides  which,  the  hard 
woods  used  in  mills  are  abundant  in  the  islands. 
We  are  told  they  can  sell  their  mm  only  to  the 
United  States :  this  concerns  not  their  subsistence^ 
but  their  profit  Examine  it,  however.  In  1778, 
the  now  United  States  took  near  three  millions 
gallons  rum.  The  remaining  British  Colonies, 
Newfoundland,  and  the  African  Coast,  have  ood- 
siderable  demand  for  this  article.  The  demand  of 
Ireland  is  very  much  on  the  increase.  It  was,  in 
1768,  580,000  gallons;  1770,  1,568,000  gallons; 
1778,  1,729,000  gallons. 

Thus  we  see  a  total  stoppage  of  the  West  India 
trade  could  not  starve  the  islanders.  It  would  af- 
fect us  deeply ;  we  should  lose  the  sale  of  our  pro- 
ducts and  of  course  not  gain  the  carriige  in  oar 
own  vessela  The  object  of  the  contest  would  be 
no  nearer  our  reach  than  before.    Instead,  however, 
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of  i  toUl  8toj>page  of  the  intercoarse,  it  might 
bippeo  thit  eaeh  nation  prohibiting  the  vessels  of 
tli0  other,  some  third  nation  would  carry  on  the 
tnflie  in  its  own  bottoms.  While  this  meosare 
woald  disarm  oar  system,  it  would  make  it  recoil 
Qfwn  oanielves.  It  would  in  effect  operate  chiefly 
to  obstraet  the  sale  of  our  products.  If  they  should 
ttouin  Dn.«old,  it  would  be  so  much  de:id  loss ;  or 
if  the  effect  should  be  to  raise  the  price  on  the  con* 
somen,  it  would  either  lessen  the  consumption  or 
niw  Dp  rivals  in  the  supply.  The  contest  as  it 
respects  the  West  India  trade  is  in  every  respect 
ivainst  us.  To  embarrass  the  supply  from  the 
Uoited  States,  sopposing  the  worst  as  it  regards 
the  pUntera,  can  do  no  more  than  enhance  the 
priee  of  sugar  and  coffee,  and  othor  products.  The 
Freneh  islands  are  now  in  ruins,  and  the  English 
pUnters  bare  an  increa.sed  priee  and  double  de- 
nied in  consequence.  While  Great  Britain  con- 
fiied  the  Colony  trade  to  herself,  she  gave  to  the 
ColonUts  in  return  a  monopoly  in  her  consumption 
of  ^est  India  articles.  The  extra  expense  arising 
froo  the  severest  operation  of  our  system,  is  already 
provided  agiiinst  two-fold.'  Like  other  charges  on 
tiK  prtidnets  of  labor  and  capital,  the  burden  will 
&il  on  the  consumer.  The  luxurious  and  opulent 
connoaier  in  Europe  will  not  regard  and  perhaps 
will  not  know  the  increase  of  pnce  nor  the  cause 
of  it.  The  new  settler  who  clears  hi.s  land  and 
kIIs  the  lumber,  will  feel  any  convulsion  in  the 
nirket  more  sensibly  without  being  able  to  sus- 
taia  it  it  all.  It  is  a  contest  of  wealth  against  want ; 
of  lelf-denial,  between  luxury  and  daily  subsistence, 
that  we  provoke  with  so  much  confidence  of  sun- 
cess.  A  man  of  experience  in  ^he  West  India  trade 
vill  see  this  contract  more  strongly  than  it  is  pos- 
lible  to  represent  it. 

One  of  the  excellencies  for  which  the  measure 
is  recommended  is,  that  it  will  affect  our  imports. 
What  is  offtsred  as  an  argument  is  really  an  ob- 
jection. Who  will  supply  our  wants  ?  Our  own 
BiQofactures.  are  growing,  and  it  is  a  subject  of 
r^t  satisfaction  that  they  are.  But  it  would  be 
vronj  to  overrate  their  capacity  to  clothe  us.  The 
wne  number  of  inhabitants  require  more  and 
Bore;  beci use  wealth  increases.  Add  to  this  the 
f^id  growth  of  our  numbers,  and  perhaps  it  will 
^  correct  to  estimate  the  progress  of  manufactures 
uonly  keeping  pace  with  that  of  our  increasing  con- 
Mmption  and  population.  It  follows  that  we  shall 
eootinoe  to  demand  in  future  to  the  amount  of  our 
pr«!sent  importation.  It  is  not  intended  by  the  re- 
lolotions  that  we  shall  import  from  England.  Hol- 
hnd  and  the  North  of  Europe  do  not  furnish  a  suf- 
fcieol  variety  or  sufficient  quantity  for  our  con- 
nmptiun.  It  is  in  vain  to  look  to  Spain,  Portogsd, 
^  the  ItalLm  States.  Wo  are  expected  to  depend 
pnociprilty  upon  France ;  it  is  impossible  to  exa- 
mine the  ground  of  this  dependence  without  ad- 
verting to  the  present  situation  of  that  conntry. 
It  is  a  subject  upon  which  I  practise  no  disguine, 
Ml  I  do  not  think  it  proper  to  introduce  the  poli- 
ties of  France  into  this  discussion.  If  others  can 
find  in  the  scenes  that  pass  there,  or  in  the  princi- 
ples and  agents  that  direct  them,  proper  subjects 
for  amiable  names  and  sources  of  joy  and  hope  in 


the  prospect,  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  it.  It  is  an 
amusement  which  it  is  not  my  intention  either 
to  disturb  or  to  partake  of.  I  turn  from  these  hor- 
rors to  examine  the  condition  of  France  in  respect 
to  manufiicturing  capital  and  industry.  In  this 
point  of  view,  whatever  political  improvements 
may  be  hoped  for,  it  cannot  escape  observation, 
that  it  presents  only  a  wide  field  of  waste  and  de- 
solation. Capital,  which  used  to  be  food  for  manu- 
factures, [s  become  their  fuel.  What  once  nour- 
ished industry,  now  lights  the  fires  of  civil  war, 
and  quickens  the  progress  of  destruction.  France 
is  like  a  ship,  with  a  fine  cargo,  burning  to  the 
water's  edge,  she  may  be  built  upon  anew,  and 
freighted  with  another  cargo,  and  it  will  be  time 
enough  when  that  shall  be,  to  depend  on  a  part  of 
it  for  our  supply ;  at  present,  and  for  many  yeara^ 
she  will  be  not  so  much  a  furnisher  as  a  consumer. 
Ii  is  theri'fore  obvious,  that  we  shall  import  our 
supplies  either  directly  or  indirectly  from  Great 
Britain.  Any  obstruction  to  the  importation  will 
raise  the  price  which  we  who  consume  must  bear. 

That  part  of  the  argument  which  rests  on  the 
supposea  distress  of  Uie  British  manufacturers  in 
consequence  of  the  loss  of  our  market,  is  in  every 
view  unfounded.  Thev  would  not  lose  the  market 
in  fact,  and  if  they  did,  should  we  prodigiously 
exaggerate  the  importance  of  our  consumption  to 
the  British  workmen?  Important  it  doubtless  is, 
but  a  little  attention  will  expose  the  extreme  folly 
of  the  opinion,  that  they  would  be  brought  to  our 
feet  by  a  trial  of  our  self-denying  spinL  England  now 
supplants  France  in  the  important  Levant  trade, 
in  tne  supply  of  manufactured  goods  to  the  East 
and  in  a  great  measure  to  the  West  Indies,  to 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  their  dependencies.  Her  trade 
with  Russia  bos  of  late  vastly  increased ;  and  she 
is  treating  for  a  trade  with  China  ;  so  that  the  new 
demands  of  English  manufactures,  consequent  upon 
the  depression  of  France  as  a  rival,  has  amounted 
to  much  more  than  the  whole  American  importation, 
which  is  not  three  millions. 

British  manufactures  exported 

in  1773,  amounted  to         -  -    £9,417,000 

1774  -  -  -  -     10,666,000 

1775  -  .  -  -     10,072,000 

1789  .  .  -  -     13,779,000 

1790  -  -  -  -      14,921,000 

1791  ....      16,810,000 

1792  ...  -  18,310,000 
The  ill  effect  of  a  system  of  restriction  and  pro- 
hibition in  the  West  Indies  has  been  noticed  alrea- 
dy. The  privileges  allowed  to  our  exports  to 
England  may  be  withdrawn,  and  prohibitory  or 
high  duties  imposed.  Mr.  A.  observed  that  not  one 
of  our  articles  is  a  monopoly,  and  noticed  the  effect 
of  counter  regulations  on  our  products.  He  advert- 
ed particularly  to  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  and  observed 
on  the  value  of  the  extensive  sale  of  that  article,  as 
it  advances  the  clearing  and  settlement  of  our  new 
lands ;  he  said,  the  best  encouragement  for  agricul- 
ture is  a  good  market 

The  system  before  us  is  a  mischief  that  goes  to 
the  root  of  our  prosperity.  The  merchants  will 
suffer  by  the  schemes  and  projects  of  a  new  theory. 
Great  numbers  were  ruined  by  the  convulsions 
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of  1775.  They  are  an  order  of  citizens  deserving 
better  of  Government  than  to  be  involved  in  new 
confuHions.  It  is  wrong  to  make  our  trade  wage 
war  for  our  politics.  It  is  now  scarcely  said  that 
it  is  a  thing  to  be  sought  for  but  a  weapon  to  fight 
with.  To  gain  our  approbation  to  the  system,  we 
are  told  it  is  to  be  gradually  established ;  in  that 
case,  it  will  be  unavailing.  It  should  be  begun 
with  in  all  its  strength,  if  we  think  of  starving  the 
islands.  Drive  them  suddenly  and  by  surprise  to 
extremity,  if  yon  would  dictate  terms,  but  they 
will  prepare  against  a  long-expected  failure  of  our 
supplies. 

Otir  nation  will  be  tired  of  suffering  loss  and  em* 
barrassment  for  the  French.  The  rice  fi^rowera 
and  tobacco  planters  of  the  South  will  oe,  and 
ought  to  be,  soon  weary  of  a  contest  which  they 
are  told  is  to  benefit  ship  owners  of  the  East  The 
struggle,  so  painful  to  ourselves,  so  ineffectual 
agaiiiHt  England,  will  be  renounced,  and  we  shall 
sil  down  with  shame  and  loss,  with  disappointed 
passions  and  aggravated  complaints.  War,  which 
would  then  suit  our  feelings,  would  not  suit  our 
weakness.  We  might  perhaps)  find  some  Euro- 
pean Power  willing  to  make  war  on  England,  and 
wc  might  be  permitted  by  a  strict  alliance  to  par- 
take the  misery  and  the  dependence  of  being  a 
subaltern  in  the  quarrel.  The  happiness  of  this 
situation  seems  to  be  in  view  when  the  system  be- 
fore us  is  arowed  to  be  the  instrument  of  aveng- 
ing our  political  resentments.  Those  who  affect 
to  dread  foreign  influence  will  do  well  to  avoid  a 
partnership  in  European  jealousies  and  rivalships. 
Courting  the  friendship  of  the  one,  and  provoking 
the  hatred  of  the  other,  is  dangerous  to  our  real  in- 
dependence ;  for  it  would  compel  America  to  throw 
herself  into  the  arms  of  the  one  for  protection 
against  the  other.  Then  foreign  influence,  perni- 
cious as  it  is,  would  be  sought  for,  and  though  it 
should  be  shunned,  it  could  not  be  resisted.  The  con- 
nexions of  trade  form  ties  between  individuals 
and  produce  little  control  over  Government.  They 
are  the  ties  of  peace,  and  are  neither  corrupt  nor 
eomipting. 

In  the  course  of  his  speeeh,  Mr.  A.  adverted  to 
the  danger  of  cutting  off  a  part  of  the  public  reve- 
nue by  the  operation  of  the  proposed  regulations. 

He  remarked  upon  the  hostile  tendency  of  the 
resolutions;  we  have  happily  escaped  from  a  state 
of  the  most  imminent  danger  to  our  peace.  A 
false  step  would  lose  all  the  security  for  its  con- 
tinuance which  we  owe  at  this  moment  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  President.  What  is  to  save  us  from 
war:  not  our  own  power  which  inspires  terror; 
not  the  gentle  and  forbearing  spirit  of  the  Powers 
of  Europe  at  this  crisis ;  not  the  weakness  of  Eng- 
land ;  nor  her  affection  for  this  country ;  if  wo  be- 
lieve the  assurance  of  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side.  What  is  it  then  t  It  is  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain  to  have  America  for  a  customer,  rather  than 
an  enemy.  And  it  is  precisely  th.it  interest  which 
gentlemen  are  so  eager  to  take  away,  and  to  trans- 
fer to  France.  And  what  is  stranger  still,  they  say 
they  rely  on  that  operation  as  a  means  of  produc- 
ing pence  with  the  Indians  and  Algerines.  The 
wounds  inflicted  on  Great  Britain  by  our  enmity, 


are  expected  to  excite  her  to  supplicate  our  friend- 
ship and  to  appease  us  by  soothing  the  aaimosity  of 
our  enemies. 

What  is  to  produce  effects  so  mystical,  so  oppo- 
site to  the  nature,  so  much  exceeding  the  efficacy  of 
their  pretended  causes  ?  This  wonder-working 
psiper  on  the  table,  is  the  weapon  of  terror  and 
destruction — like  the  writing  on  Bel!»hazzai^8  wall, 
it  is  to  strike  parliaments  and  nations  with  dismay. 
It  is  to  be  stronger  than  fleets  against  pirates,  or 
than  armies  against  Indians.  After  the  examination 
it  has  undergone,  credulity  itself  will  laog;h  at  these 
pretensions. 

We  pretend  to  expect  not  by  the  force  of  onr 
restrictions,  but  by  the  mere  show  of  oar  spirit,  to 
level  all  the  fences  that  have  guarded  for  agtss  the 
monopoly  of  the  Colony  trade. 

The  repeal  of  the  ^favigation  Act  of  England, 
which  is  cherished  as  the  palladium  of  her  ssafety, 
which  time  has  rendered  venerable  and  prosperity 
endeared  to  her  people,  is  to  be  extorted  from  her 
fears  of  a  weaker  nation.  It  is  not  to  be  yielded 
freely,  but  violently  torn  from  her;  and  yet  the 
idea  of  a  struggle  to  prevent  indignity  and  loss,  is 
considered  as  a  chimera  too  ridiculous  for  sober 
refutation.  She  will  not  dare,  say  they,  to  resent 
it,  and  gentlemen  have  pledged  themsefvea  for  the 
certtiin  success  of  the  attempt ;  what  is  treated  as 
a  phantom  is  vouched  by  fact  Her  Navigation 
Act  is  known  to  have  caused  an  immediate  con- 
test with  the  Dutch,  and  four  desperate  aea-fights 
ensued,  in  consequence,  the  very  year  of  its  pas- 
sage. How  far  it  is  an  act  of  aggression  for  a  neu- 
tral nation  to  assist  the  supplies  of  one  neighbor, 
and  to  annoy  and  distress  another,  at  the  criaiis  of 
a  contest  between  the  two,  which  strains  their 
strength  to  the  utmost,  is  a  question  which  we 
might  not  agree  in  deciding.  But  the  tendency  of 
such  unreasonable  partiality,  to  exasperate  the 
spirit  of  hostility  against  the  intruder,  cannot  be 
doubted.  The  language  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment would  not  soothe  this  spirit 

It  proposes,  on  the  sole  condition  of  a  political 
connexion,  to  extend  to  us  a  part  of  their  West  In- 
dia commerce.  The  coincidence  of  our  meaiiarea 
with  their  invitations,  however  singular,  needs  no 
comment  Of  all  men,  those  are  least  consistent, 
who  believe  in  the  efficacy  of  the  reoulations,  and 
yet  affect  to  ridicule  their  hostile  tendency.  In  the 
commercial  conflict  say  they,  we  shall  surely  pre- 
v.iil,  and  effectually  humble  Great  Britain.  In  open 
war  we  are  the  weaker,  and  shall  be  brought  into 
dansrer,  if  not  to  ruin.  It  depends,  therefore,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  reasoning,  on  Great  Britain 
herself,  whether  she  will  persist  in  a  struogle  which 
will  disgrace  and  weaken  her,  or  turn  it  mto  a  wixr 
which  will  throw  the  shame  and  ruin  upon  her  an* 
tagonist  The  topics  which  furnish  argument  to 
show  the  danger  to  our  peace  from  the  resolutions, 
are  too  fruitful  to  be  exhausted.  But  without  pur- 
suing them  further,  the  experience  of  mankind  has 
shown  that  commercial  rivalships,'  which  sprint 
from  mutual  efforts  for  monopoly,  have  kindled 
more  wars  and  wasted  the  earth  more  than  the 
spirit  of  conquest 

He  hoped  we  should  show  by  our  vote,  that  we 
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deem  tt  better  policy  to  feed  nfttions  than  to  starre 
them,  Mid  that  we  should  never  be  so  unwise  as 
to  put  our  good  customers  into  a  situation  to  be 
forced  to  make  eTeiy  exertion  to  do  without  us. 
Bj  cherishing  the  arts  of  peace,  we  shall  acquire, 
ind  we  are  actually  acquiring  the  strength  and  re- 
soarces  for  a  war. .  Instead  of  seeking  treaties,  we 
ooght  to  shun  them,  for  the  later  they  shall  be  form- 
ed, the  better  will  be  the  terms — we  shall  hare 
more  to  give  and  more  to  withhold.  We  have  not 
yet  tiken  our  proper  rank,  nor  acquired  that  con- 
dderatioo,  which  will  not  be  refus^  us  if  we  per- 
sist in  prudent  and  pacific  counsels,  if  we  give  time 
for  our  strength  to  mature  itself.  Though  America 
is  riidng  with  a  giant's  strength,  its  bones  are  yet 
bat  cartilages.  Bj  delaying  the  beginning  of  a 
conflict,  we  insure  the  victory. 

By  voting  out  the  resolutions,  we  shall  show  to 
OUT  own  citisens,  and  foreign  nations,  that  our  pru- 
dence baa  prevailed  over  our  prejudices,  that  we 
prtfer  our  interests  to  our  resentments.  Let  us 
issert  %  genuine  independence  of  spirit ;  we  shall 
be  false  to  our  duty  and  feelings  as  Americans,  if 
ve  basely  descend  to  a  servile  dependence  on 
France  or  Great  Britain. 

When  Hr.  Ambs  had  concluded,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tuesday,  January  28. 

A  memorial  of  the  Delegates  from  the  several 
Societies  formed  in  different  parts  pf  the  United 
Sutes,  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery,  in 
Convention  assembled,  at  Philadelphia,  on  the 
first  instant,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  Congress  may  adopt  such  measures 
as  may  be  the  most  effectual  and  expedient  for  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  Also  a  memorial  of 
the  Providence  Society  for  abolishing  the  slave 
trade,  to  the  same  effect 

Ordsred^  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to 
Mr  TauMBULL,  Mr.  Waed,  Mr.  Gilbs,  Mr.  Talbot, 
and  Mr.  Gbovb  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Philip  Peckham,  of  Providence,  in 
the  State  of  Rhode  island,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  compensation  for  his 
flervices  in  superintending  the  building  and  repairs 
of  boats,  employed  by  onler  of  Major  General  Sul- 
livan, for  the  use  of  the  American  Army,  during 
the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  instruction  to  exa- 
mine the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon 
to  the  House. 

FRENCH  REFUGEES. 

A  petition  of  Peter  Gauvain  and  Louis  Du- 
boarg,  in  behalf  of  the  French  refugees  of  Cape 
Fran^oU,  now  at  Baltimore,  was  presented  to  the 
HoQ«e  and  read,  praying  that  Congress  will  speed- 
ily decide  on  the  memorial  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  to  draw 
for,  and  distribute,  the  moneys  granted  by  that 


Stote  for  the  relief  of  the  French  emigranto  from 
the  Island  of  St.  Domingo. 

Mr.  Murray  moved  that  it  should  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stete  of  the 
Union,  along  with  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee upon  it  He  thought  it  would  be  an  act  of 
humanity  to  relieve  the  persons  mentioned  in  the 
petition.  And  if  that  was  improper,  he  thought 
that  the  next  greatest  act  of  humanity  which  could 
be  done,  was  to  relieve  them  firom  suspense. 

Mr.  Clark  was  of  opinion  that  the  matter 
should  be  insUntly  token  up,  as  the  fund  for  their 
relief  expired  on  the  2d  of  February  next 

Mr.  HuNTBR,  from  South  Carolma,  mentioned 
a  remarkable  exertion  of  benevolence  respecting 
persons  of  this  kind,  which  had  taken  place  in  that 
Stete.  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
directly  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the 
question. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  that  the  Prb- 
siDENT  be  authorized  to  pay  $10,000  of  the  public 
money  for  the  use  of  the  refugees,  and  to  negoti- 
ate the  payment  of  it,  with  the  Ministry  of  France. 

Mr.  BouDUfOT  was  convinced,  that,  by  the  Con- 
stitution, the  House  had  a  right  to  rive  it  in  the 
first  insUnce.  He  considered  the  Committee  as 
too  confined,  and  thought  that  it  should  have  com- 
prehended all  the  people  of  this  sort  in  North 
America.  Many  of  these  people,  since  Winter  set 
in,  must  have  perished  of  cold  and  want  in  the 
streete  of  Philadelphia,  but  for  the  benevolence  of 
some  well-disposed  people.  He  urged  the  Com- 
mittee, in  the  most  pathetic  language,  to  extend 
immediate  and  effectual  relief. 

Mr.  S.  SkiTH  was  confident  that  Congress 
would  be  repaid  with  thanks  by  the  Republic  of 
France.  He  said  that  a  supply  of  powder  and 
ball  had  been  sent  from  one  of  the  Southern 
Stetes  to  St  Domingo,  and  that  the  price  had  been 
punctually  and  thankfully  repaid.  Santhonax 
and  Polverel  had  been  recalled,  who  were  the  au- 
thors of  all  the  mischief  that  had  happened.  The 
refugees  expected  to  return  to  their  settlements 
before  the  1st  of  May,  and  they  would  then  be 
very  able  and  very  willing  to  repay  the  money 
themselves. 

Mr.  Smilib  recommended  the  entering  into  a 
negotiation  with  the  French  Ambassador,  for  se* 
curing  payment  of  what  sum  should  be  voted. 

Mr.  Clark  hoped  that  the  motion  would  in- 
stontly  pass.  In  a  case  of  this  kind,  we  were  not 
to  be  tied  up  by  the  Constitution.  Were  Alge- 
rines  cast  upon  the  mercy  of  America,  in  such  a 
situation,  he  would  pay  them  the  same  tribute  of 
humanity.  The  French  Ambassador  had  re- 
stricted his  services  to  a  particular  class  of  people. 
It  was  not  the  business  of  the  House,  whether  the 
refugees  at  Baltimore  were  democrats  or  aristo- 
crats. They  were  men ;  and,  as  such,  were  enti- 
tled to  compassion  and  to  relief. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smilii,  said,  that 
Mr.  Genet,  when  solicited  on  behalf  of  these  peo- 
ple, made  answer,  that  he  was  not  authorized  on 
the  part  of  the  Republic  to  give  them  any  thing, 
but  sent  them  $2,000  from  himself. 
i      Mr.  Smius  replied  that  Mr.  Smith  had  mis- 
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taken  him ;  he  did  not  wish  to  seek  money  from 
Mr.  Genet  But  he  thought  it  would  be  singular 
to  give  away  so  large  a  sum,  without  endeayoring 
to  secure  the  approbadon.of  the  French  Minister, 
as  a  step  towards  repayment 

Mr.  Dexter  had  formerly  entertained  scruples, 
but  he  now  approved  the  motioh. 

Mr.  Nicholas  did  not  approve  the  motion  in 
its  original  shape,  nor  did  he  like  it  better  by  its 
being  fio^  altered  into  a  motion  for  authorizing 
the  President  to   pay  the  money.      Mr.  N.  ez- 

{>ressed,  in  the  strongest  and  most  unequiyocal 
anguage,  his  compassion  for  the  sufferers ;  but,  as 
he  had  not  seen  a  way  pointed  out  of  relieving 
them,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution,  he  recom- 
mended a  shor^r  one.  Out  of  the  liberal  com- 
pensation which  the  members  of  that  House  re- 
ceived from  the  country,  he  thought  that  the  sum 
wanted  might  easily  be  subscribed.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  Republic  would  thank  us  for 
helping  them ;  perhaps  they  might  be  accounted 
rebels. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  proposed  a  second  amendment 
of  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Nicholas  replied :  If  this  thing  goes  down 
at  all,  it  should  be  as  an  act  of  charity,  and  marked 
in  giving,  that  it  is  going  beyond  our  power,  but 
that,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  universal  wish  of 
our  constituents,  and  a  sense  of  our  general  obli- 
gations to  France,  we  have  granted  the  money. 

Mr.  Scott  pressed  for  the  relief  in  reference  to 
the  citizens  of  Baltimore.  If  they  were  invaded  by 
an  army,  we  certainly  would  assist  them;  and 
where  is  the  difference,  (added  Mr.  S ,)  whether 
they  be  an  army  of  fighters,  or  an  army  of  eaters. 
We  must  relieve  them,  to  be  sure. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  that  these  distressed  people 
were  all  women  and  children,  except  three  old 
men.  The  boys  who  were  old  enough,  had  been 
bound  apprentices.  The  men  had  been  enlisted 
by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Genet,  who  said  the  Repub- 
lic wanted  recruits.  He  had  likewise  obtained 
two  ships  for  five  hundred  of  the  refugees  who 
wanted  to  go  to  France.  Genet  was  able  to  do 
nothing  more  for  them,  as  the  $2,000  that  he  gave, 
were  out  of  his  own  pocket  It  had  been  alleged, 
that  there  was  no  precedent  for  relieving  these 
people.  He  mentioned  two :  The  Americans  in 
captivity  at  Algiers  had  been  assisted  by  the  Bri- 
tish Consul.  Some  years  ago,  the  crew  of  an 
American  vessel  had  been  shipwrecked  on  the 
coast  of  Portugal.  They  were  assisted  with  the 
utmost  generosity  by  a  private  gentleman.  In 
both  cases,  Congress  thankfully  repaid  the  money 
advanced.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Nicholas]  had  offered  his  salary,  but  the  idea  had 
not  been  supported,  so  that  it  went  for  nothing. 
And  are  we,  (said  Mr.  S.,)  to  stand  up  here,  and 
tell  the  world  that  we  dare  not  perform  an  act  of 
benevolence  ?  Is  this  to  be  the  style  of  an  Ame- 
rican Congress?  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  said  that  perhaps  these  people  would  be  con- 
sidered as  traitors  by  the  Republic.  Were  women 
and  fatherless  children  to  be  regarded  as  traitors  ? 
Mr.  S.  was  extremely  affected,  and  apologized 
more  than  once  to  the  House  for  the  warmth  with  > 


which  he  spoke.  He  said  that  himself  and  others 
who  had  witnessed  the  scene  of  distress,  were  sur- 
prised ;  the  gentleman  did  not  feel  as  they  did. 

Mr.  Maehson  possessed  Constitutional  scroples. 
He  thought  that  the  gentleman  from  MaryUnd 
(Mr.  S.  Smith)  would  not  have  injured  his  cause 
by  a  greater  moderation  of  language,  nor  his  credit 
for  benevolence  by  not  saying  that  his  ^mpttbj 
arose  chiefly  from  being  an  eye  witness. 

At  last,  the  Speaker  proposed  to  the  Committee 
an  amendment,  which  met  the  ideas  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  the  resolution  passed  as  follows : 

Beeohed,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding dol- 
lars be  appropriated  for  the  support  of  such  of  the 
inhabitants  of  St  Domingo,  resident  within  the 
United  States,  as  shall  be  found  in  want  of  soch 
support 

That  a  regular  account  of  the  moneys  so  ex- 
pended be  kept ;  and  that  the  Prbsidbkt  of  tbi 
Uniteo  States  be  requested  to  obtain  a  credit 
therefor,  in  the  accounts  between  the  French  Re- 
public and  the  United  States. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  foregoing 
resolution,  and  providing  for  the  due  applicatioo 
of  the  moneys  aforesaid ;  and  that  Mr.  Ames,  Mr. 
Tract,  and  Mr.  Dent,  be  the  said  committee. 

COMMERCE   WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions 
on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  foreigo 
countries. 

Mr.  RuTHBRroRD  said :  Perhaps  too  mucb 
stress  has  been  laid  on  the  into-est  of  the  moment, 
and  on  the  temper  of  nations.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
the  resolutions  in  question  are  truly  patriotic,  as 
they  contemplate,  with  other  objects,  placing  oar 
manufactures  in  an  easy  train  of  progression,  and 
retrenching  a  little  some  branches  of  our  present 
commerce,  and  therefore  this  important  business 
seems  to  resolve  itself  into  two  great  questions, 
which  I  shall  only  keep  in  view  on  this  occasion. 

First  Is  there  an  excess  in  any  branch  of  oor 
commerce  ?  Secondly.  Have  these  States  arrived 
at  the  proper  period  for  commencing  manufac- 
tures f  In  observing,  on  this  great  subject,  I  shall 
not  proceed  to  minute  deductions  or  abstruse  rea- 
sonings. Much  debate  has  already  prevailed,  and 
no  doubt,  from  motives  the  roost  pure  and  patri- 
otic, and  I  trust  the  same  purity  of  intention  will 
actuate  me  at  this  time. 

I  have,  through  life,  been  governed  by  a  few 
plain  maxims,  and  perhaps  some  of  these  may  ap- 
ply in  the  present  case. 

The  husbandman  who  attends  with  unremitting 
care  to  his  fruit  trees  or  vines,  when  he  discovers 
a  branch  or  shoot  drawing  too  much  nourishment, 
he  crops  the  luxuriant  growth.  And  if  the  farmer 
discovert  a  disposition  in  his  neighbor  to  divert 
the  attention  of  his  family  from  the  common  in- 
terest, and  to  pocket  the  fruits  of  their  toil,  he 
.narrows  the  ground  of  future  intercourse  as  far  as 
possible  with  such  neighbor. 

I  pay  the  greatest  respect  to  the  opinions  of 
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geotlenien.    In  short,  I  revere  their  Bentiments 
while  I  differ  with  them. 

The  Uoited  States  are  happily  independent, 
lod,  as  other  nations,  are  to  act  a  part  on  the  great 
theatre  of  this  world.  And  I  am  aware  of  tne 
malignity,  envy,  jealousy,  and  all  the  other  fell 
passioDa,  so  predominant  with  nations  in  general. 
1  am  alao  well  aware  that  the  eommerce  of  this 
people  is  a  subject  which  embraces  present  and 
remote  consequences  of  the  greatest  importance ; 
and  I  hope  that  I  shall  not  incur  the  imputation  of 
Tanity,  in  saying  that  I  am  second  to  very  few,  in 
a  tender  and  paternal  regard  for  the  well-being  of 
thia  our  common  country. 

All  temporal  things  are  subject  to  excess,  and 
the  people,  by  their  representatives,  have  a  right 
to  judge  when  the  tide,  even  of  commerce,  is 
verging  to  a  dangerous  and  destructive  channel. 
And  shall  not  this  great  and  growing  country  ex- 
ert a  timely  and  cautious  prudence  against  the 
felfi»h  policy  of  any  nation  ?  Surely,  the  Ameri- 
can people  may  pursue  such  measures  as  appear 
to  be  for  the  advantage  of  their  free  citizens  with- 
out incurring  the  resentment  of  any.  But  if,  in 
de»pite  of  the  purest  intentions,  and  of  justice  and 
moderation,  a  malignant  and  hostile  temper  in 
in  J,  should  be  the  result,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  great  and 
geaerous  people  to  meet  the  event  with  firmness,  an 
indignant  contempt,  and  to  prepare  for  the  worst. 

I  confess  that  I  consider  tlie  genius  of  coni- 
meroe  almost  as  a  divinity,  yet  I  cannot  expand 
mj  faith  with  those  who  contend  that  it  may  rush 
^ainjit  and  overturn  all  the  fences  of  reason,  and 
in  the  end  regulate  itself.  A  position  to  me  as 
incongruous,  as  that  the  atoms  innumerable,  which 
float  in  our  atmosphere,  shall  at  last  adhere,  and 
form  an  intelligent  being. 

If  circumstances  in  the  course  of  our  commerce 
ire,  in  some  measure  against  us,  and  which  few 
deoTf  the  longer  this  subtle  evil  prevails,  the  more 
irdaous  the  task  in  removing  it ;  habits  of  long 
itaoding  are  very  obstinate.      We  shall  be   told 
from  time  to  time,  that  the  period  is  not  yet,  when 
American  manufactures  may  be  introduced.     It  is 
oatural  for  man  to  entertain  a  pleasing  desire  to 
remain  on  his  native  spot,  and   this  will  be  the 
case  while  the  many  thousands  we  support  be- 
jood  the  Atlantic  can  be  supplied  by  us  with  ma- 
terials, and  fed  at  home.    It  is,  in  my  opinion,  high 
time  to  form  the  basis  of  our  real  indepeudence. 
Some  of  our  present  commercial  conuixions  are 
tt  far  on  excess,  as  to  endanger  the  propagation  of 
I  spirit  and  opinions  repugnant  to   the  freedom 
uid  real  interest  of  the  greatness  of  the  peopie,  by 
iodacing  them  to  believe  that  thiy  ougtit  impU- 
citlr  to  concur   with   those   who  advocate  cum- 
^we,  though  in  excess,  be  their  motives  what 
^7  may.     It  is  visionary  to  hope  that  all  the 
•ipTculiural  pipductions  of  this  extensive  Conti- 
DtQtcan  always  find  a  market  at  the  islands  in 
^  Atlantic  and  those  sterile  tracts  of  Europe 
^hich  now  receive  them.      It  would  afford  me 
BiQch  real  pleasure  if  such  were  tiie  case — fond 
*)  1  am  of  agriculture,  and  anxiously  engaged  for 
liie  prosperity  of  all  who  are  prosecuting  cuac  very 
i^essarv  and  Ufe-sustaining  occupation. 
3nU)*.— 12 


Lack  of  bread,  or  other  articles  which  oompoee 
our  supplies,  will  at  all  times  bring  forward  pur- 
chasers. No  ship  navigates  the  ocean  to  serve 
United  America.  It  is  interest  that  stimulates  the 
mariner. 

The  Eastern  States  are  oompetent  to  several 
branches  of  manufacture,  and  to  the  production  of 
wool,  flax,  &c  Their  habits  of  economy,  patienoe, 
and  industry,  are  entitled  to  great  praise.  I  con- 
sider them  as  very  respectable  branches  of  the 
Union,  while  I  admire  ^at  spirit  of  enterprise 
conspicuous  in  their  brave  citizens.  But  if  their 
scene  of  action  should  be  a  little  circumscribed, 
they  can  be  usefully  employed  at  their  peaceful 
homes,  in  the  enjoyment  of  every  domestic  com- 
fort. 

The  Middle  States  are  productive  of  iron  and 
other  things  necessary,  and  are  prosecutinff  some 
manufactures  with  effect.  They  have  from  the  first 
been  engaged  in  manufactures.  Pennsylvania,  I 
well  remember,  has  long  attended  to  manufac- 
tures, and  to  the  comfort  of  her  artificers,  which 
has  conduced  to  the  present  opulence  and  real  in- 
dependence of  her  citizens.  M^  recollection  takes 
in  the  first  manly  growth  of  this  State :  look  to  it 
now.  fiehold  what  the  majesty  of  the  people  is 
acting  and  doing  for  the  common  weal!  Then 
why  hesitate,  and  thus  timidly  look  to  others  for 
what  is  here  attainable  ? 

The  Southern  States  produce  cotton  and  other 
necessary  articles,  and  are  susceptible  of  great  im- 
provement in  manufactures,  as  great  numbers  of  a 
certain  description  that  are  for  the  most  part  idle, 
may  be  usefully  and  advantageously  employed. 

One  State  on  the  Southwestern  frontier  can 
supplv  all  nations  with  hemp,  and  it  might  per- 
haps be  of  public  utility  to  encourage  the  growth 
of  this  valuable  article,  as  well  as  some  particular 
branch  of  manufacture. 

Why  should  the  American  citizens,  possessed  of 
the  most  fertile  and  extensive  Continent,  wish  to 
act  like  those  condned  within  very  narrow  limits  P 
Let  us  cast  our  eyes  to  one  of  those  great  com- 
mercial nations.  View  their  preposterous  naval 
armamenta  Are  not  their  subjects  oppressed  and 
bowed  dc«7n  with  taxes  ?  But  can  this  opprea- 
sive  bo^den  secure  them  against  an  enormous  and 
fast  I'ticreasing  public  debt  ?  No :  nor  against 
perpetual  conflicts,  and  the  most  violent  discord 
with  other  nations. 

Shall  the  great  body  of  American  citizens  place 
all  their  hopes  on  the  turbulent  seas  ? — bid  adieu 
to  every  endearing  connexion,  explore  every  sea 
and  dangerous  coast  on  the  globe — for  what?  I 
bow  to  such  intrepidity-^such  a  spirit  of  enter- 
prise. But  what  says  reason  ?  Stay  at  home,  my 
sons,  and  comfort  those  with*  whom  you  are  en- 
dearingly connected. 

The  great  art  of  Government  is,  to  support  in 
comfort  the  greatest  numbers ;  and  therefore,  the 
Government  of  China  is  considered  by  many  as 
a  very  good  one,  their  numbers  being  exceedingly 
great.  These  people  are  zealously  attached  to  the 
soil  of  their  widely  extended  country.  The  na- 
tives of  China  are  not  seen  in  every  part  of  the 
habitable  earth,  nor  on  the  remotest  seas.     Upon 
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the  whole,  it  is  with  me  conclasive,  that  there 
mav  he  dan^roos  excess  even  in  some  commer- 
cial transactions ;  and  that  to  cherish  manufac- 
tares,  as  far  as  reason  and  the  state  of  things  dic- 
tate, is  politically  and  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Forrest  rose  merely  to  solicit  that  the 
question  might  he  pat,  as  enough  had  been  said  on 
Doth  sides  of  it. 

Mr.  Murray  said,  he  should  feel  himself  admo- 
nished, by  the  lateness  of  this  period  of  the  debate, 
and  call  of  the  question  from  his  colleague,  to 
shorten  the  remarks  which  he  intended  to  offer 
against  the  resolutions,  nor  would  he  now  presume 
on  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee,  after  so  much 
had  been  said,  did  he  not  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
a  Representative  to  use  every  exertion,  either  to 
obtain  a  good,  or  to  avert  an  evil.  He  would  en- 
deavor to  avoid  tiring  the  Committee  with  a  re* 
petition  of  what  had  been  so  ably  stated  by  those 
with  whom  he  thought,  and  would  leave  the  clear 
and  comprehensive  statement  of  the  relative  situa- 
tion of  our  trade  towards  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  other  Powers,  to  that  good  sense  in  the  Com- 
mittee, which  would  find  ample  consolation  in  the 
comparison.  As  his  own  prejudices,  which  he 
confessed  were  heretofore  fostered  by  a  defect  of 
oommercial  knowledge,  had  yielded  to  the  lights 
which  his  own  examination,  and  that  of  others, 
had  thrown  on  this  question,  he  entertained  a 
hope  that  others,  similarly  situated,  would  candid- 
ly and  impartially  view  a  subject,  which  demand- 
ed a  dismission  of  prejudice  and  passion,  and 
which  ou^ht  to  be  tried  upon  a  commercial  prin- 
ciple, which  was  a  computing  and  a  comparing 
one. 

He  had  early,  and  for  a  long  time,  taken  up 
ideas  without  much  examination,  that  the  Amen- 
can  commerce  suffered  from  illiberal  restrictions, 
and  declared  that,  when  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia first  su^sted  his  intentions,  the  outlines, 
which  he  so  ably  drew,  met  his  strongest  prepos- 
sessions.    If  anything  from  that  gentleman,  then, 
gave  an  inauspicious  air  to  the  measure  he  pro- 
posed, it  was  the  eagerness  with  which  he  urged 
for  an  early  and  hasty  discussion  of  tHose  resolu- 
tions, which  no  member  could  look  at,  after  all 
tiiat  had  been  said,  without  perceiving  ttj«.t  they 
related  to  the  best  and  largest  interests  ot  this 
country :  interests  which  required  diligence  hnd 
much  reflection  to  comprehend,  and  which  all  the 
passions  jand  all  the  feelings  could  by  no  means  do 
justice  to  in  the  estimate.     They  were  interests 
that  required  great  coolness  to  discern,  and  to  mea- 
sure properly.    They  had  resulted  from  practice 
and  the  nature  of  our  situation,  and  they  ought  to 
be  treated  with  respect,  and  innovatea  on  with 
caution.      The  restrictions  contemplated  a  great 
change    of   commercial  arrangements,  bottomed 
both  on  presumed  commercial  injuries,  sustained 
under  its  present  regulations,  and  on  political 
views,  which  long  standing,  and  recent  evils,  had 
brought  into  notice. 

He  could  not  agree,  that  the  commercial  ar- 
rangements, at  present  existing,  were  the  best  that 
could  possibly  exist ;  nor  was  he  insensible  to  the 
political  evils  we  had  endured,  but  he  doubted  how 


far  these  resolutions  were  formed  to  remedy  the 
first,  or  to  remove  the  last. 

He  believed  the  oommercial  situation  of  this 
country,  relatively  considered,  towards  the  Powers 
of  Europe,  was  now  pretty  well  understood  to  be 
indebtea  more  to  interest  than  to  partiality  in  any 
of  the  Powers. 

That  it  was  flourishing,  when  considered  inde- 
pendently of  the  present  war,  from  which  nothing 
certain  could  be  concluded,  he  had  no  doubt 

With  respect  to  the  comparative  estimate  of  the 
restrictions  and  privileges  imposed  or  granted  bj 
those  Powers,  or  by  the  United  States,  he  should 
trust  the  efflcacy  of  the  information  on  that  part 
of  the  question,  to' the  recollection  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  would  confine  himself  to  a  few  pointi 
which  he  believed  had  been  but  lightly  touched 
on  by  others.  He  would  endeavor  to  offer  some 
remarks  that  he  thought  palliated  some  of  the  enls 
complained  of  as  grounds  of  change ;  and  confioe 
his  views  to  a  few  heads  of  complaint.  It  was 
said  our  commerce  was  shackled  by  the  British, 
and  by  the  influence  of  habit ;  that  our  tonnage 
was  unequal  to  our  exports;  that  arrangements 
might  be  made  with  other  nations,  who  would  give 
us  a  greater  latitude  and  more  liberal  terms.  He 
denied  that  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  was 
shackled  or  confined,  or  that  it  was  restricted  un- 
naturally by  old  Colonial  habits.  The  report  of 
the  actual  tonnage  of  the  United  States  showed 
us  a  foreign  commerce,  employing  2b9,291  tons. 
Any  man  who  was  acquainted  with  the  real  state 
of  this  subject  would  naturally  have  concluded, 
from  the  declarations  of  gentlemen,  that,  so  iure- 
terately  were  our  old  Colonial  habits  formed,  and 
so  miserably  was  our  commerce  confined,  this  large 
amount  of  tonnage  must  have  been  concentered  in 
the  ports  of  Britain  or  her  Colonies. 

The  reverse  was  the  truth,  and,  in  support  of 
this  idea,  he  would  refer  to  the  report  This  re- 
port shows  that  our  ships  visit  every  part  of  the 
world ;  that  there  is  no  place  to  which  American 
enterprises  does  not  convey  our  various  products. 
It  is  a  chart  of  our  maritime  genius,  extremek 
exhilarating  to  our  pride,  and  fiords  the  strong- 
est argument  against  the  assertion.  It  goes  be- 
yond controversy;  it  is  a  contradiction  which 
can  be  understood  by  any  man  who  can  read. 
There  is  no  resisting  its  force,  when  adduced  to 
prove,  that  so  far  is  our  commerce  from  being  con- 
fined, that  the  most  distant  ports  and  oceans  in 
Russia  and  China,  and  the  Pacific,  are  its  onlj 
boundaries.  It  completely  illustrates  the  practi- 
cal, as  well  as  theoretical,  independence  of  Ame- 
rican commerce ;  for,  of  the  whole  amount  of  the 
tonnage  employed  abroad,  but  sixty- two  thousand 
some  odd  hundreds,  go  to  Britain  and  its  depend- 
encies ;  there  are  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
thousand  tons  of  this  total  employed  among  other 
nations;  and  Britain,  which  formerly  monopo- 
lized, indeed,  our  commerce,  has  now  a'little  more 
than  one-fifth  of  the  navigation  of  the  United 
States  in  her  ports.  It  is  true  that  three-fourths 
of  the  imports  are  from  thence,  and  that  onr  ex- 
port to  her  is  not  equal  to  this  import ;  but  that 
deficiency  is  paid  circuitously  and  to  advantage, 
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bj  bills ;  for,  ms  the  trade  is  free  to  leave  her,  as 
the  iDercbants,  actuated  by  interest,  would  buj  as 
cheap  as  possible,  we  are  fairly  to  conclude,  that 
they  sell  some  of  our  raw  materials  and  products 
to  more  advantage  in  other  ports  than  hers,  but 
jet*purcha8e  in  her*8  cheaper;  so,  tlie  cocncnerco 
must  be  a  beneficial  one,  or  they  would  naturally 
forsake  it  That  our  exports  are  greater  to  Portu- 
gal, Spain,  and  the  United  Provinces,  than  our 
imports  from  thence,  is  a  proof  that  they  give  good 
prices  for  our  products;  but  from  want  of  assort- 
ments, or  from  their  manufactures  not  being  as 
saleable  here,  or  as  cheap  as  those  from  Britain, 
oar  merchants  make  up  by  bills  from  those  places 
oa  Loodon,  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  export 
to  that  port  With  respect  to  predilection  for 
Britain,  introduced  as  a  ground  of  consumption, 
be  did  not  believe  it  existed ;  certain  he  was,  he 
felt  it  not  himself.  He  could  see  nothing  in  the 
mere  exercise  of  taste,  in  the  consumption  of  ma- 
nuiactures,  or  preference  of  what  was  well  manu- 
ftctured  and  cheap,  that  was  connected  with  the 
theory  of  political  sentiment  In  this  country,  no 
flucb  predilection  for  that  nation  existed ;  on  the 
ooDtrary,  he  believed  the  most  substantial  inte- 
rests of  commerce  were  now  at  hazard,  from  the 
itry  prejudices  which  were  used  by  gentlemen 
sometimes  to  prove  the  very  reverse.  As  to  the 
perfect  freedom  of  trade,  and  that  universal  treaty^ 
of  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Qilss] 
give  us  a  bint,  but  tio  outline^  th6  other  day,  he 
questioned  much  if  the  accidental  variance  among 
nations,  on  which  substantial  differences  had  been 
moulded  by  habits,  rendered  the  thing  possible, 
and  were  it  possible,  whether  all  young  countries 
that  were  not  on  even  terms  of  manufacture,, and 
ready  for  a  competition  of  ingenuity,  would  not 
flQifer  extremely  by  the  institution ;  he  was  sure 
this  would.  The  idea  was  a  benevolent  one,  but 
it  was  not  one  that  could  bear  practice.  On  all 
questions  in  which  great  and  complicated  interests 
were  under  speculation,  when  habit,  and  modes  of 
life  and  taste,  and  an  immemorial  course  of  things 
were  to  be  considered,  he  always  wished  to  8«e 
much  respect  paid  to  the  past  as  well  as  the  exist- 
ing order  of  such  things,  as  long  as  the  rej^ult  of 
the  whole  seemed  to  be  a  great  and  certain  ^hsi^  of 
national  prosperity.  It  was,  Mr.  Mujirat  observed, 
a  difficult  and  hazardous  thing  to  attempt  to  define 
^th  precision  the  particular  cause  of  prosperity ; 
it  W  to  political  quackery.  Wc  know,  however, 
»ith  certainty,  that  never  did  a  country  so  rapidly 
iDore  forward  to  perfection  as  do  the  United  States 
^that  our  navigation  hue  increased  since  the  adop- 
tion of  this  Government  in  proportion  to  other 
branches  of  trader  and  that  our  commerce  is  both 
°s«ful  and  ornamental,  and  the  instrument  of  a 
revenue  essential  to  the  payment  of  a  debt  that  we 
must  discbarge. 

He  said  the  complaint  of  gentlemen  who  sup- 
ported the  resolutions,  that  our  tonnage  was  in- 
^UQie  to  our  exports^  was  in  his  mind  an  in- 
considerate and  fallacious  species  of  regret  It 
ii^igiit  be  a  desirable  thing  were  our  tonnage  equal 
to  our  exports,  but  even  this  would  be  a  good  or 
u  evil,  as  it  might  bo  connected,  or  not,  with  ob- 


jects over  which  we  had  no  certain  control.  He 
would  remark,  that  such  a  state  of  navigation,  at 
present,  assumed  two  things  as  its  basis — a  great 
and  manifest  disproportion  between  all  the  branch- 
es of  industry  dependent  on  ship-building  and 
navigation,  and  the  other  trade;  and  our  power 
of  becoming  carriers  for  other  nations,  which  would 
not  be  the  case  if  maritime  powers  acted  with  their 
accustomed  vigilance.  Unless  the  last  employ- 
ment were  provided  for  by  the  regulations  of  foreign 
Powers  in  favor  of  our  ships,  the  first  would  be 
a  serious  evil.  He  thought  it  a  safe  proposition 
to  which  nothing  but  wild  and  crude  speculation 
could  be  opposed,  to  say,  that,  as  long  as  our 
right  to  be  the  carriers  of  other  nations  was  not 
submitted  to  by  them,  the  power  to  export  all  the 
raw  materials  of  this  country  and  its  products 
would  be  an  evil.  This  regret  of  gentlemen,  he 
believed,  to  be  founded  on  a  comparison  of  this 
branch  of  trade  here  and  in  other  maritime  coun- 
tries, as  Holland,  England,  and  some  others,  A 
little  reflection  would,  he  believed,  afford  consola- 
tion, by  showing  that  their  comparative  superiority 
in  the  carrying  business  resulted  from  a  solid 
difference  in  the  situation  of  these  countries,  and 
of  the  United  States ;  nay,  tliat  this  very  superior- 
ity is  the  result  of  necessity  more  than  choice; 
a  necessity  which  the  free  and  happy  citizens  of 
this  rich  and  abundant  country  did  not  feel,  and 
which  they  would  not  feel  for  ages.  The  carrying 
trade  of  this  country  will  never  be  equal  to  its  ex- 
ports, till  the  population  of  America  bears  a 
nearer  proportion  to  the  lands  and  the  raw  mate- 
rials; till  each  branoh  of  industry  is  proportion - 
ably  supplied  nrith  laoor ;  or  the  foreign  Powers 
admit  our  carrying  trade  to  a  fair  competition 
with  their  own.  It  is  true,  that  we  abound  in  ar- 
ticles of  immense  importance  to  the  European 
artist,  but  they  are  so  extremely  bulky  and  heavy, 
that  it  la  clear  our  exports  require  more  than 
double  the  quantity  of  tonnage  that  the  imports 
demand.  The  exports  are,  tobacco,  rice,  grain  of 
all  sorts,  lumber,  pot  and  pearl  ash,  and  such 
heavy  and  bulky  products ;  whereas,  the  imports 
are  manufactures,  small  in  bulk,  high  finished,, 
light  portable,  and  of  great  value,  for  the  space 
and  tonnage  they  require  in  transportation.  The 
proportion  between  them  both  is  of  value,  and  not 
of  size.  The  first  and  great  tendency  of  all  things^ 
here,  is  towards  agriculture  and  the  rougher  arts,, 
as  lumber^getting,  which  belongs  to  agriculture ;. 
the  other  arts  and  pursuits  are  but  auxiliary  to  thi& 
main  body  of  the  national  calling.  This  predis- 
position and  tendency  will  be  for  ever  keeping  up* 
the  ability  to  furnish  the  raw  and  bulky  article  oT 
export,  while  it  irresistibly  disfurnishes  the  ship- 
yard and  its  dependent  arts  of  that  industry  which 
would  be  necessary  to  complete  the  power  of  af- 
fording domestic  tonnage  equal  to  the  export;  that 
is,  we  can  afford  more  labor  in  the  procuring  of 
the  export,  than  we  can  spare  to  the  arts  of  ship, 
building  and  navigation.  These  pursuits  that  be- 
long to  agriculture  and  a  settled  life,  are  moi  e  con- 
genial with  our  country,  where  freedom  and  plenty 
invite  to  marriage,  the  rearing  of  families,  and 
the  acquisition  of  lands.    At  present,  he  believed 


359 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


360 


H.  OF  R] 


Commerce  of  the  United  Statee, 


[Jahvxkt,  1794. 


the  seamen  engaged  in  the  foreign  American  ton- 
nage, to  say  nothing  of  the  coasting  trade  and  fish* 
eries,  which  doubled  the  amount,  were  more  than 
in  proportion  to  the  citizens  employed  in  the  me- 
chanic and  manufacturing  trade,  making  the  rela- 
tive proportions  between  them  and  England,  the 
standard  to  judge  by. 

The  tonnage  rapidly  increased  erery  year ;  and 
he  took  it  for  granted,  would  obsenre  a  due  pro- 
portion under  its  present  great  encouragement, 
which  amounted  just  to  an  easy  protection  to  sti- 
mulate industry,  and  secure  cheap  imports,  with- 
out giving  a  rash  monopoly  to  that  branch  of  busi- 
ness— and  here,  he  would  remark,  that  under  the 
existing  regulation,  the  very  best  consequence 
flowed  in  on  the  consumer.  By  the  additional 
duty  of  ten  per  cent  on  goods  imported  in  foreign 
bottoms,  and  the  addition  of  forty-four  cents  per 
ton,  we  secured  the  importation  of  foreign  goods 
to  American  tonnage,  and  by  this  means  bought 
cheap ;  and,  by  leaving  your  ports  free  to  foreign 
vessels,  under  an  easy  tonnage  duty,  there  is  a 
competition  kept  up  in  the  domestic  market  for 
those  exports,  for  which  the  foreign  tonnage  comes 
into  your  harbor.  Thus,  already,  we  buy  cheap 
and  sell  dear  at  home.  The  competition  that  arises 
in  our  markets,  in  consequence  of  foreign  ships 
becoming  carriers  of  the  surplus  over  that  to  which 
our  own  tonnage  is  equal,  certainly  raised  the 
price  of  all  things  exportable ;  and  a  sudden  and 
violent  check  in  this  order  of  things  would  vitally 
affect  the  agricultural,  the  lumber,  the  tobacco,  and 
all  the  more  bulky  objects  of  exportation. 

It  appeared,  then,  to  him^  that  the  anticipation 
of  effects  from  the  resolutions,  on  th«  point  of  dis- 
proportion between  our  exports  and  tonnage,  was 
calculated  on  a  growth  of  navigation  Ibrced,  un- 
natural, and  pernicious ;  a  growth  that  would  call 
off  from  other  employments  the  labor  wVich  is 
better  bestowed  as  it  now  is,  in  increasing  our 
ability  to  furnish,  by  enlarging  the  powers  of  agri- 
culture. 

A  sudden  alteration  which  would,  for  a  consider- 
able time  check  that  competition  between  the' 
foreign  carrier  and  our  own,  for  our  products, 
would  surely  do  mischief;  nor  could  he  see  into 
what  line  of  employment,  except  the  mere  .carry- 
ing of  our  exports,  would  so  immense  an  addition 
to  our  navigation  be  led ;  for,  unless  foreign  Powers 
permit  its  participation  in  that  branch  of  trade 
which,  from  local  consideration,  has  ever  been 
deemed  so  precious  to  them,  the  tonnage  that  con- 
veys the  exports,  over  and  above  that  quantity  of 
it  necessary  to  the  imports;  must  return  in  ballast ; 
that  is,  if  the  export  requires  six  hundred  thousand 
tons,  and  the  imports  but  three  hundred  thousand, 
there  will  be  the  half  of  our  tonnage  employed 
abroad,  either  in  voyages  that  will  but  little  benefit 
our  country,  which  wants  internal  labor  more  than 
foreign  enterprise,  at  least  of  so  useless  a  kind,  or 
it  will  return  in  ballast 

But,  even  admitting  its  policy,  he  had  no  evi- 
dence of  the  only  thing,  which,  combined  with  the 
idea  of  a  navy,  could  render  the  object  attainable, 
he  meant  the  relaxation  of  the  great  navigation 
systems  in  Europe,  which  secured  to  their  own 


ships,  advantnges,  in  which  participation  was  eon- 
templated.  In  the  two  great  scenes,  France  and 
Qreat  Britain,  to  which  American  habits  and  eourfie 
of  business  would  most  probably  lead,  and  from 
whence  the  manufactures  were  to  be  imported, 
the  American  carrier  would  find  himself  after 
unlading  his  export,  under  restrictions  which 
would  force  him  to  seek  distant  and  ctrcuitoos 
trading  voyages,  or  return  home  in  ballast  In 
both  these  countries,  he  would  find  his  enterprise 
checked  by  their  req>ective  Navigation  Acts — iw 
Monsieur  Barrere  has  reported  a  NavigatioD  Act ; 
it  has  been  adopted  by  the  Convention  ;  and,  as 
far  as  it  respects  the  carrying  trade,  precludes  as, 
except  merely  for  our  own  productiona  The  ar- 
tificial progress  of  things  in  France  in  maDii&c- 
tures,  her  political  rivalries,  and  her  Colonial  rela- 
tions, one  would  have  supposed,  would  lon^  since 
have  pointed  out  such  an  imitation  of  the  English 
act  The  English  act  seemed  dictated  by  necessity 
arising  from  causes,  which,  somewhat  resembling 
those  of  France,  find  little  analogy  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  this  country. 

When  imitation  is  pointed  out  to  us  as  a  piece 
of  policy,  it  is  a  duty  to  view  our  actual  situation 
to  discover  similitude  of  principle  and  caa.(«e8 ;  and 
to  estimate  the  importance  of  differences  between 
national  qualities  here  and  in  countries  of  whose 
practice  and  systems  an  imitation  is  proposed.  If 
the  situations,  times,  and  causes  are  similar,  there 
will  be  plausible  ground.  If  other  causes  of  na- 
tional prosperity,  more  eligible  than  those  of  other 
countries,  present  themselves  to  our  view,  we  onght 
to  be  cautious,  certain,  and  slow  to  decide.  Very 
remarkable  differences  are  palpable  here  from  the 
circumstances  that  seemed  to  him  to  have  forced 
the  carrying  powers  of  Europe  to  be  such.  It  was 
important  to  view  them,  for  political  contentment 
would  result  from  a  comparison  in  which  we  found 
our  difference. 

In  no  country,  that  Mr.  MuKbat  recollected,  did 
the  history  of  the  carrying  trade  show  us  a  people 
overflowing  with  raw  materials  and  natural  wealth, 
inVabiting  a  new,  extensive,  fertile  soil,  who  be- 
came great  carriers. 

^f  wi  examine  the  causes  that  made  Venice  and 
Genot,  aT»d  other  free  States  of  Italy,  the  carriers 
for  the  W*«t  of  Europe,  through  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar,  to  ^U  the  States  that  were  rich  enough 
to  purchase,  or  refined  enough  to  enjoy  the  luxu- 
ries of  Asia  ahd  the  Mediterranean,  we  find  them 
small,  with  no  extent  of  fertility  or  soil ;  and  with 
a  population  overflowihg,  and  disproportioned  to 
the  land,  labor,  or  its  produce.  The  Hanse-Towns, 
the  Dutch  and  the  English,  with  a  few  shades  of 
difference,  were  similarly  situat^  when  they  be- 
came the  successors  to  these  Republics  in  the  car- 
rying trade. 

Had  all  of  them  abounded  in  those  bulky  raw 
materials  which  arise  from  a  soil  like  ours,  with 
sparse  population,  with  a  greater  disparity  between 
labor  and  its  objects,  they  never  would  have  been 
the  great  carrying  nations  they  were.  We  should 
have  seen  something  like  that  equipoise  of  em- 
ployment which  the  genius  of  our  own  country 
leads  to;  and  agriculture  at  least  disputing   the 
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pre-eminenee  with  navigatioD,  which  in  onr  country 
is  but  her  handmaid. 

We  have,  indeed,  seen  similar  habits  and  sys- 
tems. The  insular  position  of  Great  Britain,  her 
neio[hborhood  and  hostile  rivalship  with  the  Dutch, 
wbo  preceded  her  in  arts  and  in  navigation, 
pointed  oat  the  Navigation  Act  to  the  Parliament, 
in  1651,  as  an  instrument  of  resentment— and  it 
seemed  natural  ij  to  arise  from  her  national  qual- 
ities. 

Bat  it  is  observable  and  important,  in  considering 
the  caase  which  rendered  that  act  advisiibie,  that, 
notwithstanding  her  insular,  situation  and  her  ful- 
ness of  inhabitants,  there  was  wanting  for  half  a 
century  that  co-operation  of  causes  which  occurred 
to  give  it  ail  the  efficacy  it  has  been  attended  with 
iinee. 

The  proportion  of  British  and  foreign  shipping 
was  bat  little  in  favor  of  England  till  eleven  years 
after  the  peace  of  Ryswick;  at  which  period,  in 
1697,  the  British  tonnage  was  144f000>  and  the  fo- 
reign tonnaze  100,000.  The  cauties  that  then 
began  forcibly  to  operate  in  favor  of  the  British, 
eleven  years  after,  when  the  British  tonnage  was 
940,000,  and  foreign  but  45,000,  were  as  irrcsisti- 
bie  as  to  that  effect  as  tney  are, remote,  and  for- 
tanately  so,  from  this  country.  A  union  with 
ScotJaixl  had  taken  place,  and  increased  her  ex- 
ports; the  manufactures  of  the  country  had  re- 
ceived great  comparative  improvements;  the 
American  fisheries  began  to  improve;  Jamaica, 
which  is  immensely  important  to  her,  and  a  King- 
dom in  itself,  became  a  considerable  object;  but, 
above  all,  these  independent  States,  who  were 
then  very  growing  Colonies,  became  felt  in  the 
•eale  of  national  interest,  and  poured  tlieir  bulky 
materials  into  her  lap.  Without  a  Colonial  svstem, 
ifae  would  not  have  felt  the  benefit  of  her  Naviga- 
tion Act. 

With  a  Colonial  system,  she,  and  other  countries 
poiseaaed  of  Colonies,  have  inducements  and  em- 
ployment for  a  disproportion  of  navigation  that  this 
eoontry  is  without,  and  needs  not  in  her  present 
progressive  state  of  all  things.  And  yet  the  gen- 
tleman's system  looks  to  a  Navigation  Act,  at  a 
&Qe  when  all  is  convulsion  without,  and  where 
none,  or  very  few  of  the  causes  that  have  led  to 
neh  a  scheme  in  other  countries,  are  visible  in  our 
internal  affairs.  For,  if  we  look  into  our  local 
Btaation,  we  find  a  most  extensive  and  fertile 
coantry,  sparingly  inhabited,  and  abounding  in 
natural  wealth.  If  we  look  at  the  English,  we  find 
eonlracted  territory,  redundancy  of  population,  few 
or  no  raw  materials,  and  scarcity  of  the  necessaries 
of  life,  with  large  capitals,  and  the  greatest  exertion 
ofingenoilyin  manufactures. 

Importation  of  manufactures  has  been  onr  prac- 
^t  and  seems,  under  the  present  degree,  protec- 
tion given  to  those  which  are  adapted  to  our  im- 
B«diste  attempts  to  be  our  interest  We  import 
DO  raw  materials  scarcely,  nor  grain,  nor  necessa- 
^.  They,  on  the  contrary,  import  almost  every 
"i>ngi  and  manufacture  every  thing.  In  shorty 
<>°r  aitnation  b  completely  a  contrast  to  theirs, 
vid  It  is  a  contrast  infinitely  to  our  credit  and 
comfort.   It  had  led  his  mind  to  a  full  convicUoa 


that  all  our  powers  would  gradually  ameliorate 
together ;  and  if  left,  as  they  have  hitherto  been, 
more  to  the  exertions  of  an  enterprising  spirit  and 
freedom,  than  rigidly  directed  by  speculation  and 
theory,  they  would,  in  the  fulness  and  seasonable- 
ness  of  time,  accomplish  the  extent  and  grandeur  of 
design  which  nature  seems  to  have  destined  as  the 
social  and  political  character  of  this  country. 

He  was  willing,  therefore,  to  trust  as  much  as 
possible  to  the  operation  of  those  causes  which, 
whatever  they  were,  had  hitherto,  under  a  for- 
tunate neglect,  produced  effects  and  a  prosperous 
train  of  tnings,  which  perhaps  human  contrivance 
and  speculative  wisdom  had  never  attained  for  us. 
Had  they  meddled  more  than  they  have,  they 
might,  from  the  pernicious  force  of  imitation  ap- 
plied to  a  scene  which  had  not  its  like  upon  the 
globe,  have  thwarted  that  course  of  things  which 
nature  pointed  out,  and  which  has  been  successfully 
pursued.  He  could  not,  therefore,  feel  the  force  of 
a  system  that  certainly  meant  to  tamper  with  a 
condition  in  which,  a  very  few  things  excepted,  he 
felt  satisfied  and  grateful.  He  had  dwelt  the 
longest  on  the  fitness  of  a  Navigation  Act  to  the 
present  circumstances  of  this  country,  as  most  of 
the  arguments  of  those  from  whom  he  differed  in 
opinion  were  drawn  from  the  propriety  of  adopting 
something  extremely  like  one. 

But  even  taking  it  for  granted,  which  cannot  be 
admitted,  that  these  resolutions  afford,  on  general 
principles,  a  well-founded  hope  of  relief  from  com- 
mercial and  navigation  restraints,  he  had  no  hesi> 
tation  in  saying  that  the  present  is  the  very  worst 
time  to  try  the  solidity  of  the  policy.  It  was  bad, 
as  it  related  to  the  chance  of  a  war;  and  there 
was  reason  to  ieur  that  no  nation  would  at  this 
moment  hold  out  greit  commercial  temptations, 
except  as  a  condition  of  joining  in  the  war.  It  was 
bad,  as  it  related  to  a  commercial  contest  with  other 
commercial  nations;  for  where  was  the  nation  on 
whom  we  could  rely  under  such  a  derangement  of 
our  trade  as  this  system  designs! 

An  alteration  so  great,  in  navigation,  habits,  em- 
ployment of  capital,  and  all  sorts  of  commercial 
views,  had  been  more  reasonable  and  more  pnusti- 
cable,  if  a  clear  necessity  for  such  sacrifices  could 
be  shown ;  or  if,  in  yielding  to  the  force  of  a  justly 
excited  resentment  against  the  British  for  insults 
offered  to  our  ^tLg^  the  gentleman  had  given  us 
reason  to  believe  that  the  sources  of  negotiation 
had  been  first  exhausted ;  but  there  still  remains  a 
hope  that  negotiation  and  reflection  might  remedy 
evils  which  neither  had  been  able  to  prevent 

At  all, events,  the  meditated  change  involved 
interests  to  our  industry  not  to  be  hazarded  on 
mere  commercial  theory,  unsupported  by  the  very 
last  necessity.  It  was  to  be  expected  that  any 
man  who  should  make  an  attempt  so  serious  as 
the  present,  would  have  come  forward,  with  a 
statement  of  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
change,  so  great  and  so  certain  as  to  warrant  some 
hazani  in  the  experiment  That,  where  he  meant 
to  change  the  stream  of  commerce  and  industry 
from  its  present  bed,  and  exclude  supplies  of  man- 
ufactures from  one  country,  he  would  have  pointed 
out  another  channel  for  its  current,  and  have  told 
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us  precisely  the  very  nation  from  whose  ports  the 
new  Bupphes  of  manufnctaros  were  to  be  sabsti- 
tuted,  nnd  on  what  terms. 

The  gentleman  who  meditated  this  thorough 
change,  ought  to  have  had  at  least  the  outline  of 
fresh  treaties  in  his  hand,  for  the  old  were  worth 
nothing;  he  might  thus  have  shown  us  tne  only 
ground  of  expectation  that  a  nation  oaght  to  calco- 
late  on — a  view  of  the  interesU  of  such  nation  with 
which  an  accommodation  of  our  own  might  be 
moulded  into  treaty.  But  no  such  thing  was 
either  conceived  or  done ;  indeed,  it  was  imprac- 
ticable at  the  present  time,  and  his  measures  ought 
to  have  waited  for  a  proper  time,  had  they  been 
in  other  respects  adapted  to  our  policy  and  in- 
terests. 

Bat  even  allowing  times,  and  the  settled  state 
of  things  abroad,  to  have  been  at  this  moment 
each  us  to  permit  this  measurement  of  the  sober 
interests  of  all,  it  would  not  be  useless  to  inquire 
shortly  into  the  probable  ground  of  treating,  sup- 
posing a  treaty  for  instance  with  France  to  be 
undertaken  in  the  spirit  of  those  resolutions.  He 
would  not  indulge  any  of  those  romantic  expecta- 
tions which  some  seem  to  place  in  the  affection  of 
that,  or  any  other  nation  on  enrth.  He  would  look 
steadily  at  her  interests,  in  order  to  form  an  opinion 
of  what  she  would  do,  and  he  would  measure  her 
interests  by  her  own  scale — the  opinions  she  had 
ever  entertained  since  she  became  a  great  maritime 
Power.  Ever  since  the  days  of  Colbert,  France  has 
looked  on  her  West  Indies  as  the  support  of  her 
maritime  greatness.  A  jealousy,  equal  to  that  of 
any  other  country,  had  always  appeared  in  her  Co- 
lonial system ;  and  a  spirit  of  monopoly,  which  her 
interests  as  a  maritime  Power,  to  use  the  term, 
Beemed  to  inspire. 

The  Republic,  rby  their  Navigation  Act,  seem 
determined  to  adhere  to  the  Colonial  system ;  or, 
if  they  at  all  relax,  it  is  but  a  temporary  yielding 
to  trauHient  necessity,  rather  than  a  principle  of 
change,  introduced  by  either  a  revolution  of  Go- 
vernment, or  real  and  lasting  alterations  of  their 
interests.  Their  interests  would  be  the  same  now 
as  heretofore,  and  that  they  meant  to  have  a  pow- 
erful marine  was  evident  from  their  Navigation 
Act. 

He  did  not  believe  they  would  let  us  into  their 
West  India  trade  freely,  except  under  circum- 
Btnnces  like  the  present,  which  operated  on  all 
alike.  Thev  never  did  permit  a  free  export  from 
their  Islands  but  to  the  Mother  Country,  and 
thence  circuitously  to  others;  by  these  means, 
they  were  secure  both  of  the  carriage  agd  a  cheap 
Bupply.  Were  a  treaty  now  offered,  giving  a  free 
trade  to  those  Island**,  we  would  think  it  hazardous 
to  discriminate  in  their  favor  on  that  account  We 
should  be  suspicions  of  an  offer  that  stood  on  a 
sacrifice  of  their  own  interests,  and  would  not  cal- 
culate on  the  permanency  of  provisions,  which  the 
necessities  of  war  and  disorder  produced,  but  which 
never  would  long  survive  those  necessities,  which 
peace  would  remove.  But  there  was  no  such 
offer;  nor  was  now  the  time  to  digest  such  a 
business  as  a  treaty,  if  this  were  an  offer  really 
made. 


He  would  not,  then,  fancifully  indulge  himself 
or  his  constituents  in  hopes  which  a  view  of  the 
interests  of  France  showed  him  to  be  fallacious, 
and  he  would  not  in  so  serious  a  question  suppose 
that  they,  more  than  we,  would  act  steadily  on  anv 
other  principle  than  interest ;  it  was  the  only  im- 
mortal principle  in  the  intercourse  of  nations;  it 
may  vary  its  shape  and  modification,  but  never  its 
nature ;  and  it  is  the  most  useful,  as  it  contains  a 
perpetual  stimulus  to  honest  emulation. 

Had  a  detail  been  entered  int^  by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  of  those  provisions  which  we  sboold 
rightfully  expect  of  py  Power,  in  whose  favor 
discrimination  was  intended,  our  judgments  woold 
have  had  some  employment  on  fixed  and  certuis 
objects;  we  might,  from  a  correct  view  of  the 
benefits  and  temptation  presented,  have  estimated 
with  some  precision,  though  not  with  perfect  ac- 
cumcy,  the  value  of  that  gain  which  such  a  coromo- 
tation  promised,  but  at  present  we  were  in  the  dark, 
and  foresaw  nothing  with  certainty ;  commeree  was 
to  be  let  loose  to  be  blown  to  any  quarter  of  the 
world,  but  its  certain  direction  was  not  to  be  coqi>- 
ted  upon,  and  could  not  be  foreseen. 

It  was  impossible,  he^  observed,  to  calculate  the 
extent  of  the  good  and  the  evil ;  but  we  were  cer- 
tain that  there  was  not  a  nation  in  the  world  readr 
and  prepared  at  present  either  to  receive  our  ad- 
vances, or  to  supply  us  with  manufactures,  if  the« 
resolutions  succeed.    .The  only  country  to  which 
we  could  look  as  a  substitute  to  the  British  market, 
is  at  present  in  a  state  so  convulsed,  and  in  such  a 
paroxysm   of   affairs,  that    from    thence   we  had 
nothing  to  expect,  nor  did  he  think  that  a  treaty, 
of  which  he  had  heard  some  intimation,  with  that 
country  of  justice  and  reciprocity  would  suit  the 
United    States.    Mr.   Murrat   much    questioned 
whether  any  treaty  with  the  Powers  of  Europe  on 
perfect  reciprocity,  for  instance  with  mutual  do- 
ties  of  say  five  per  cent  on  imports,  woold  aoit 
our  situation.    Such  a  one  would  suit  those  na- 
tions only  in   which   manufactures  bad  obtained 
considerable  perfection,  but  would  be  the  ruin  of 
our    infant    manufactures,  which  we    must   and 
ought  occasionally  to  protect,  by  dutiea  varied  ae- 
coniing  to  their  progression,  and  the  probability  of 
the  supply  from  them  proving  adequate  to  oar 
demands. 

The  effects  of  these  resolutions  on  our  internal 
affairs  immediately,  would  prove  that  they  were 
pernicious  and  a  real  tax  without  a  well-fbunded 
reason.  They  would  immediately  be  perceived 
in  a  diminution  of  our  revenue,  in  their  operation 
on  the  value  and  price  of  goods,  and  in  the  redac- 
tion of  the  value  of  our  prepuce  and  raw  materials. 
The  last  would  be  affected  from  the  discoorage- 
ment  of  foreign  shipping.  The  firsts  from  the  in- 
ability to  bring  in  foreign  manufactures,  from 
which  a  duty  could  be  raised,  because  the  line  of 
trade  and  correspondence  being  altered,  it  was  im- 
possible to  say  when  or  where  the  importing  me^ 
chant  would  be  able  to  form  new  connexions 
abroad,  which  were  not  things  of  a  day  or  a  year« 
but  required  much  time  and  mutual  confidence  to 
mature. 

The  value  of  goods  would  immediately  rise,  and 
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the  mercbftnt,  every  where  actuated  by  the  same 
principle,  interest,  irbich  ought  to  guide  us  here, 
woald  benefit  b^  the  monopoly  of  goods  to  the 
injury  of  the  farmer. 

The  moment  these  resolutions  pass,  said  Mr. 
MuBRAT,  there  is  not  a  shop  or  a  store  in  Phila- 
delphia in  which  every  imported  article  will  not 
rise  in  price  fifteen  per  cent,  while  our  own  pro- 
duce will  probably  fall.  But  a  gentleman  from 
Vii^nia  [Mr.  Nicholas]  wishes  to  see  retrench- 
ment ;  he  confessed  he  saw  no  reason  for  violent 
sel^deniaL  There  was  no  society,  he  believed,  in 
the  world  that  oould  so  well  afford  to  live  well, 
and  Uste  of  every  rational  and  refined  enjoyment, 
«s  the  citiaens  of  this  free  and  happy  country. 
The  universal  prosperity  which  this  very  com- 
merce, which  is  designed  to.  be  destroyed,  diffuses 
(hruughoot  America,  justifies  ei\|oyment  Very 
nttuni  would  it  be  for  the  fiirmer  to  inouiro  the 
cAoses  of  this  sudden  rise  in  the  price  against  him. 
He  would  be  told  that  the  British  had  insulted  our 
flag,  and  therefore  our  system  of  self-denial.  Gould 
it  be  answered  that  we  had  exhausted  all  the  gentle 
means  of  negotiation  ?  or  could  any  man  lay  his 
finger  on  any  country,  in  a  map,  and  say  we  have  a 
certainty  that  from  this  country  We  shall  not  only 
have  supplies  of  goods,  but  sure  and  high  prices  for 
oar  country  produce?  This  could  not  be  said 
Were  there  such  a  country  now  prepared  and  rea- 
dy to  substitute  for  our  present  connexions,  he 
said  he  would  feel  more  justified  in  voting  for  this 
change,  for  he,  like  every  other  American,  had 
aeverely  felt  the  indignities  offered  to  our  flag  and 
posts  by  the  British. 

But,  said  Mr.  Mukrat,  it  has  been  more  than 
intimated,  even  in  this  House,  that  our  country 
had  pursued  a  pusillanimous  conduct  and  stood  in 
a  humiliating  point  of  view.  He  denied  it  No 
country  on  earth  stood,  he  believed^  in  a  more  ex- 
alted station  among  the  nations,  nor  better  sup- 
ported the  character  of  a  spirited  people.  Could 
any  nation  be  charged  with  pusillanimity  that  had 
declared  such  a  neutrality  as  this  country  did  last 
Spring?  At  a  time  when  all  the  great  and  for- 
midable Powers  in  Europe,  combining  every  en- 
gine of  immense  force  and  despotism  against  the 
French,  were  hovering  round  her  borders,  and 
seemed  determined  to  crush  her;  at  a  time  when 
she  had  not  one  ally  on  earth,  and  no  nation  re- 
ceifed  her  Ministers,  the  United  States  dared  to 
maintain  a  treaty,  that  looked  the  proudest  na- 
tions in  the  iace?  They  dared  to  be  just,  and 
there  was  a  magnanimity  in  venturing  so  far  in 
such  times,  and  on  so  hazardous  stipulations,  that 
Bot  only  rescued  them  from  every  charge  of  hu- 
miliattoa,  but,  in  his  opinion,  added  to  the  glory 
of  the  country.  No,  this  country  was  not  hum- 
med. Like  a  young  man  of  virtuous  mind,  and 
of  fortitude,  just  setting  out  into  life  and  business, 
>he  comports  herself  among  the  nations  with  dig- 
oified  reserve,  with  amiable  and  innocent  man- 
Ben;  ghe  complies  with  her  engagements  though 
imminent  danger  overhang  the  performance,  and 
brarely  trusts  the  consequences  to  Providence. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  with  observing,  that  the  state 
of  the  debate  presented  no  temptation  to  discus- 


sion, as  all  the  points  of  relative  pririleges  and 
restrictions,  and  the  items  of  trade,  had  been  ably 
and  often  stated.  He  had  concluded,  that  as  our 
trade  does  not  at  present  (putting  the  disturbances 
of  war  out  of  the  question)  suffer  from  many  re- 
strictions which,  when  unacquainted  with  the 
subject,  he  thought  did  exist ;  as  some  of  the  ex- 
isting restrictions  against  us  belonged  to  systems 
over  which  we  had  no  certain  control,  and  which 
it  did  not  suit  us  to  imitate  strictly ;  as  the  reso- 
lutions contemplated  a  change  without  affording 
a  substitute  in  any  degree,  much  less  to  more  ad- 
vantage; and  as  negotiation  was  not  yet  at  an 
end,  from  which  he  hoped  for  some  redress;  as 
peace  was  his  very  first  object,  and,  he  believed, 
that  of  his  constituents,  andf  as  those  resolutions 
might  go  to  disturb  it,  and  did  not  appear  to  him 
supported  by  a  certainty  of  advantage,  though  fol- 
lowed by  great  present  and  certain  mischief,  he 
should  vote  against  thena. 

Mr.  M.  havine  concluded  his  speech,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Wbonesdat,  January  29. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  a]>- 
propriadons  for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

•  COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATEa 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions 
on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States: 

Mr.  Madison  said,  that  most  of  the  objeo- 
tions  against  the  proposed  resolutions  had  been 
made  by  those  who  meant  to  combat  them,  and 
that  a  question  would  soon  be  called  for ;  it  might, 
perhaps,  be  expected  that  he  should  review  those 
objections,  and  assign  the  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  continue  in  the  opinion  he  at  first  enters 
tained.  He  wished  it  not  to  be  understood  that 
he  meant  to  examine  every  particular  argument 
which,  in  the  course  of  so  extensive  a  discussion, 
had  been  opposed  to  the  measure.  The  Commit- 
tee must  l^ve  perceived  that  some  of  them  had 
been  of  a  nature  not  to  merit  an  answer,  and  that 
others  had  sufficiently  answered  themselves^  He 
should  extend  his  observations  to  such  topics  only 
as  might  be  thought  to  need  explanation,  and  to 
have  an  influence  on  the  question. 

Previous,  however,  to  this  general  survey  of  the 
ground  which  had  been  travded  over,  he  should 
so  far  presume  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee 
as  to  recur  to  the  original  opposition  made  by  the 
member  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Surra,]  and 
to  take  notice  of  some  particulars,  in  what  had 
been  urged  by  him,  which  were  left  unanswered  at 
the  time. 

The  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  introduce 
his  discourse  with  a  very  unmerited  attack  on  the 
late  Secretary  of  Sute,  and  to  mingle  with  it  a 
variety  of  criticisms  on  the  tacts  and  opinions 
stated  in  his  report  on  the  sutgect  under  consider- 
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ation.  The  spirit  and  manner  in  which  the  attack 
had  been  made,  and  which  could  not  have  escaped 
the  attention  of  the  Committee,  would  be  left  in 
that  silence  which  may  best  express  the  sentiment 
they  must  have  inspired.  He  should,  indeed,  have 
thought  it  less  necessary  to  take  further  notice 
than  he  had  already  done  of  the  matter  of  the 
gentleman*s  remarks,  if  attempts  had  not  been 
made,  particularly  by  a  friend  of  the  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Ams,]  to  give  a  weight  to  his  statements  and 
inferences  which  it  would  be  shown  they  did  not 
merit ;  and  if  the  task  did  not  afford  an  opportunity 
of  elucidating  some  particular  points  relied  on  by 
the  opponents  of  the  resolutions. 

It  was  made  a  charge  against  the  Secretary  of 
State,  that  he  takes  no  notice  of  the  higher  duty 
imposed  by  Great  Britain  on  other  foreign  tobac- 
co than  is  imposed  on  American,  (the  former  being 
8s.  6d.  sterling  a  pound,  the  latter  Is.  8d.,)  whilst 
he  takes  care  to  mention  the  high  duty  imposed 
on  the  American ;  although  the  discrimination  is 
in  favor  of  the  United  States,  and  is  against  Por- 
tugal, a  country  in  particular  connexion  with  Great 
Britain ;  and  although  the  high  duty  of  Is.  3d.  is 
immaterial  to  the  United  States,  being  paid  by  the 
consumer  of  the  tobacco  in  Great  Britain. 

It  was  unfortunate  for  the  gentleman,  that  this 
charge  is  fallacious,  in  every  member  of  it : 

1.  The  discrimination  is  not  in  favor  of  the 
United  States,  either  in  its  intention  or  in  its  ope- 
ration ;  not  in  its  intention,  because  it  was  made 
in  reference  to  this  country  when  it  was  a  part  of 
tho  British  Empire,  and  not  in  reference  to  us  as 
independent  States ;  not  in  its  operation,  because, 
if  the  discrimination  were  abolished,  it  would 
bring  no  rival  of  our  tobacco  into  the  British  mar- 
ket This  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  in  other  mar- 
kets, as  that  of  France,  where  no  such  discrimina- 
tion exists,  the  American  tobacco  is  without  a  ri- 
yal.  It  was  well  known  that  this  and  the  other 
apparent  favors  to  this  country  were  a  remnant  of 
the  old  Ck>lonial  Ck)de,  which,  having  become  a 
dead  letter  on  the  Statute  Book,  had  not  yet  been 
struck  out  of  it 

2.  If  the  discrimination  had  no  effect  in  favor  of 
the  United  States,  it  could  not,  for  the  same  reason, 
be  a  prejudice  to  Portugal.  If  it  were  necessary 
and  proper  to  go  into  the  inquiry,  more  direct 
proofs  could  be  given  on  this  point 

8.  High  duties  do  affect  the  United  States,  which 
produce  the  article,  though  paid  by  the  British 
consumers.  They  have  a  double  effect ;  they  les- 
sen the  quantity  called  for ;  and,  by  lessening  the 
competition,  they  lessen  also  the  price.  This  was 
a  truth  that  could  need  no  comment 

It  was  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  zeal  of 
the  gentleman  on  this  subject  was  such,  that  it 
had  led  him  to  extend  the  fallacy  of  his  rea- 
soning to  rice,  the  staple  article  of  his  own  State. 
This  article  pays  a  duty  of  7s.  4d.  sterling  per  hun- 
dred weight;  but,  like  the  duty  on  tobacco,  being 
paid  by  the  consumer,  was  said  to  be  of  little  con- 
cern to  us. 

Call  the  price  of  rice  10s.  sterling,  the  duty  is 
7s.  4d.  The  whole  class  of  people,  then,  in  Great 
Britain,  between  the  class  who  cannot  afford  to 


eat  rice  at  the  price  of  lOs.,  and  tho  class  who  are 
willing  to  eat  it  at  178.  4d.,  are  prohibited  the  coa- 
sumption  by  the  duty.  Was  this  a  drcamstaDce 
of  no  concern  to  the  rice  planters?  The  gentlemaB 
should  have  been  reminded  of  his  eiror  by  his  own 
arguments. 

As  an  apology  for  the  duty  imposed  in  Great 
Britain,  he  tells  us  it  was  meant  to  prevent  the  use 
of  rice  as  a  tub$titute  for  the  bread-atoffii  produced 
by  Qreai  Britain  herself.  Without  the  preventing 
duty,  then,  rice  would  have  been  wlitituted  in 
place  of  wheat,  in  the  opinion  of  the  British  Pa^ 
liament,  and  the  demand  for  it  in  the  British  mar 
ket  so  far  increased. 

As  a  merit  in  the  British  West  India  regula- 
tions over  those  of  France,  it  was  stated  by  the 
gentleman  that  rice  in  the  West  Indies  is  a  com- 
mon food ;  that,  in  the  British,  the  importation  of 
it  is  free ;  in  the  French,  subject  to  a  duty,  though 
an  inconsiderable  one.  In  Britain,  then,  where 
there  is  a  high  duty,  rice  is  not  an  article  of  com- 
mon food ;  in  the  Islands^  where  there  iB  no  duty, 
it  is  a  common  food;  and  the  advantage  of  the 
British  West  India  market  to  os  over  the  French 
is,  that  the  duty  in  the  latter  favors  cheaper  mth- 
stitutes. 

Another  proof  of  the  disposition  of  Great  Britiio 
to  favor  the  United  States  in  the  West  India 
market,  is  the  prohibition  of  all  foreign  rice  hot 
the  American.  The  same  remark  may  be  re- 
peated here,  which  was  applied  to  the  discrimina- 
tion in  favor  of  our  tobacco.  It  is  an  old  Colony 
regulation  that  has  no  effect  whatever.  What 
other  foreign  rice  could  be  brought  to  the  West 
Indies?  Is  it  the  East  India  rice?  That  is  pro- 
hibited by  its  distance.  Is  it  the  rice  of  Portugal? 
That  is  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  Portugal,  and 
probably  also  by  the  lower  price  of  the  Carolina  rice. 

The  inference  which  the  gentleman  had  drawn 
from  the  comparative  regulations  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  on  the  subject  of  rice,  was  so  curious 
that  it  was  worth  a  moment's  attention. 

The  facts,  Mr.  Madison  observed,  stood  thus: 
In  France,  the  duty  is  k  per  cent  In  Great  Bri> 
tain,  7s.  4d.  sterling  a  hundred.  In  the  French 
islands,  the  duty  is  1  per  cent  In  the  British,  free, 
with  a  prohibition  of  other  foreign  rice. 

As  the  duty  of  1  per  cent  is  scarcely  sensible, 
and  the  prohibition,  as  shown,  is  merely  nominal, 
the  inequality  in  the  islands  may  be  regarded  as 
too  immaterial  to  affect  the  comparison. 

Passing  to  the  two  parent  States,  the  duty  in 
France  is  k  por  cent ;  the  duty  in  Great  Britain,  50 
or  60  per  cent 

Here,  then,  is  neariy  an  equality  in  one  part, 
and  a  difference  of  50  or  60  per  cent  in  the  other 
part,  of  the  two  Dominions;  and  yet  the  gentle- 
man could  say  it  was  not  easy  to  pronoonce 
whether  the  article  of  rice  stands  on  a  better  foot- 
ing in  the  system  of  the  one  than  in  the  system  of 
the  other. 

Another  charge  against  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
is,  that  his  Report  calls  the  discriminating  duties 
in  Great  Britain  in  favor  of  American  wood  small, 
whereas  they  are  considerable,  and  in  several  in- 
stances high. 
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Mr.  Madison  said,  he  bad  not  found  leisure  to 
tnoe  this  branch  of  our  exports  into  all  the  details 
ntoesauj  to  decide  in  what  degree  the  duties  were 
floiaU  or  ooDsiderable,  and  in  what  proportion  the 
lerenl  dutied  articles  went  to  Great  Britain.  He 
obserred,  in  general,  that  the  greater  part  of  our 
woods  were  exported  to  the  West  Indies,  not  to 
Grett  Britam ;  that  in  the  ship-woods,  at  least,  the 
Baltic  nations  were  not  riTals  to  the  United  States, 
h  wu  known  that  Sweden  and  Denmark  were  so 
deficient  in  oak  that  their  public  navies  were  sup* 
plied  from  Germany,  and  that  the  ship  timbers  of 
Rusia  were  transported  a  thousand  or  tweWe  bun* 
dred  miles  from  her  interior  Dominions.  The  fir, 
of  which  the  Swedish  and  Danish  merchant  ships 
were  buih,  does  not  last  more  than  seven  or  eight 
yews,  iod  could  .not,  therefore,  be  a  rival  to  the 
danble  woods  of  the  United  States. 

He  observed,  also,  that  lumber,  and  particularly 
the  ihip-woods  of  the  country,  were  so  precious, 
ind  so  sure  of  being  in  demand,  that  they  never 
eoaid  fear  a  rival  or  need  a  foreign  bounty.  This 
WIS  to  article  very  different  from  such  as  were  an 
innul  product  of  the  earth,  and  as  could  be  raised 
vberevec  the  dimate  and  soil  permitted,  according 
to  the  occanonal  demand.  The  forests  that  were 
to  supply  the  ship  yards  were  the  growth  of  cen- 
taiies;  aad  where  once  destroyed,  as  they  gene- 
nllf  are  in  Europe,  are  nrely  replaced  at  all,  and 
UTer  can  become  the  rival  to  America,  which  en- 
jojs  them  as  the  spontaneous  gifl  of  nature. 

To  enhance  the  merit  of  the  British  regulations, 
tlte  gentleman  had  told  us  that  wood  was  subject 
to  I  duty  of  1  per  cent  in  the  French  Islands,  and 
m  the  British  free,  with  a  prohibition  of  other 
^ign  wood.  This  was  of  little  consequence. 
The  dtttf  was  a  trifle,  and,  falling  on  a  necessary 
^rticle,  to  be  got  no  where  else,  probably  was  paid 
by  the  French  Islanders.  And  the  prohibition 
*tt  ideal,  the  American  wood  being  the  only  re* 
ioorce  for  the  British  market 

The  article  of  fish  was  admitted  by  the  gentle- 
Bin  himself  to  be  more  favored  by  tiie  French 
tiUQ  the  British  system,  though  he  admits  it  with 
leluctance,  and  diminishes  the  difference  as  much 
tt  possible.  The  ease,  however,  is  so  clear,  and 
tbe  (icU  so  palpable,  that  they  speak  for  them- 
i^^es.  Under  the  French  regulations,  this  im- 
portant article  of  our  commerce  is  subject  to  duties 
^l  in  Europe  and  the  West  Indies.  Under  the 
ontish,  it  is  under  prohibition  in  both.  The  amount 
« the  whole  export  is  882,237  quinUis  of  dry,  and 
5', 424  barrels  of  pickled  fish.  Of  this,  the  French 
»flsttinption  is  252,171  qutntola,  and  46,164  bar- 
^;  that  isi  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  dry  and  four- 
fiftbs  of  the  pickled  fish. 

Here  If  r.  M4DIS0N,  proceeding  to  the  subject  of 
viuje  oil,  called  tbe  attention  of  the  Committee 
Particularly  to  the  repreflentation  and  language  of 
»  Smith  as  to  tbe  conduct  of  France,  in  inviting 
»e  fishermea^of  Nantucket  to  remove  and  settle 
K  Dunkirk.  Mr.  Smith,  he  said,  had  not  only 
KBdervalued  the  monopoly  of  the  French  market 
FMted  to  the  United  States,  but  had,  by  a  muti- 
wed  quotation  of  a  Report  of  the  Secretory  of 
State  on  the  fisheries,  changed  the  true  aspect  of 


the  attempt  to  draw  away  the  Nantucket  fisher- 
men. The  fact  was,  that  although  the  conduct  of 
France  was  very  different  from  what  was  to  have 
been  wished,  as  well  as  from  what  was  contem* 
plated  by  the  Marquis  Lafatbttb,  who  had  pa- 
tronised the  interest  of  the  fishermen,  yet  that  the 
project  of  tempting  them  to  emigrate  had  origin- 
ated in  Great  Britain,  and  was  a  counter  project 
on  the  part  of  France.  How  the  gentleman  hap- 
pened to  omit  the  antecedent  attempt  of  Great 
Britoin,  and  thereby  exaggerate  that  of  France, 
Mr.  Madison  did  not  underUke  to  explain ;  but  it 
was  the  more  extraordinary,  as  the  whole  account 
of  the  transaction  was  conUined  in  the  same  page 
of  the  Report,  nay,  in  the  same  paragraph,  from 
which  the  gentleman  had  extracted  his  informa- 
tion. 

Here  he  read  the  passage  in  that  Report,  and 
produced  the  British  statute,  inviting  the  whale 
fishermen,  hy  an  offer  of  certoin  privileges,  to  emi- 
grate to  Great  Britoin. 

A  further  charge  against  the  Secretary  of  Stoto 
is,  that  in  his  stotement  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United 
Stotes  employed  in  the  trade  with  the  French 
and  British  Dominions,  he  founds  it,  not  on  the 
actual  number  of  ships,  but  on  the  actual  number 
of  entries.  This  churge  was  as  singular  as  it  was 
uncandid. 

The  Report  stoted  the  fiict  that  the  American 
tonnage  entering  our  ports  from  the  several  nations 
with  which  the  United  Stotes  traded,  was  so  and 
so;  and  in  this  stotement  it  pursued  the  official 
returns  made  on  the  subject  What  more  was  to 
be  required  ? 

In  giving  the  fiMt,  the  Secretary  imposed  on  no 
one,  because  he  stoted  the  tonnage  to  be  entry  ton- 
nage,  as  it  really  was. 

He  followed  tbe  best  guide  that  existed — an  offi- 
cial return  from  the  proper  offices. 

No  return  of  the  actual  tonnage,  as  distinguished 
fix>m  the  entry  tonnage,  had  at  the  time  ever  been 
made  from  any  office  or  called  for  by  any  act  of 
Congress. 

The  first  return  ever  made  in  the  latter  form, 
was  called  for  since  the  resolutions  on  the  toble 
were  proposed. 

These  considerations  might  have  restrained  the 
gentleman  firom  this  unwarranted  attack  on  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  Report 

But  he  ought  at  least  to  have  been  sure  that, 
whilst  he  was  chai^ng  the  Secretory  with  follow- 
ing an  erroneous  guide,  he  was  himself  following 
one  that  was  not  erroneous.  The  examination  of 
this  point  involved  facto  which  merited  the  particu- 
lar attention  of  the  Gommitteei 

The  stotement  of  the  entry  tonnage  of  the  United 
Stotes  in  foreign  trade  for  1792,  lately  called  for 
and  reported,  is  415,881  tons.  The  statement 
of  the  actual  tonnage  for  the  same  year,  is  289,8M 
tons. 

On  comparing  these  two  quantities,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  both  could  not  be  right  If  the  entry 
tonnage  was  no  more  than  was  stoted,  it  was  in- 
conceivable that  the  actual  tonnage  could  be  as 
much  as  was  stoted.  It  would  allow  the  vessels  in 
^e  fiuropean  and  West  India  trades,  together,  but 
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somewhat  more  than  one  voyage  and  a  third  a 
year.  It  could  never  be  supposed  that  this  cor- 
responded with  the  fact  How,  then,  was  the  in- 
consistency in  the  two  statements  to  be  explained? 
Mr.  Madison  said,  as  be  did  not  know  by  what 
rule  the  actual  tonnage  was  made  up,  he  would 
form  no  conjecture  on  the  subject  He  hoped  and 
wished  that  some  gentleman  more  conversant  with 
it  would  solve  the  phenomenon.  He  did  not  call 
on  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  because  he, 
most  of  all,  must  be  puzzled  to  account  for  it ; 
having  stated  that  our  vessels  in  the  trade  to  Europe 
make  two  voyages,  and  in  the  West  India  trade 
four  voyages,  a  year. 

Besides  the  evidence  contained  in  this  compari- 
son of  the  aggregate  tonnage  in  the  two  different 
forms  in  which  it  had  been  reported,  the  existence 
of  error  somewhere,  and  probably  in  the  account 
of  the  actual  tonnage,  resulted  from  a  comparative 
view  of  our  exports  to  the  British  Dominions,  for 
the  two  years  of  1790  and  1792,  and  of  the  whole 
tonnage,  American  and  British,  employed. in  con- 
veying them. 

in  Sie  former  year  the  exports  were  $9,863,416. 
In  the  latter,  $8,269,495;  the  excess  for  1790, 
$1,093,921. 

The  entry  tonnage,  British  and  American,  for 
1790,  was  273,680  tons. 

The  British  entry  tonnage,  for  1792,  was  206,884 
tons.  The  actual  American  tonnage  for  1792, 
wa^  according  to  the  official  statement,  66,682 
tons ;  which,  turned  into  entry  tonnage,  according 
to  the  proportion  of  the  whole  actual  to  the  whole 
entry  tonnage  for  that  year,  makes  the  American 
entry  tonnage,  in  the  trade  to  Great  Britain,  about 
95,000  tons.  Adding  this  to  the  British  entry 
tonnage  of  206,884  tons,  the  British  and  Ameri- 
can,  together,  for  1792,  amounts  to  801,884  tons ; 
which  exceeds  the  tonnage  of  1790  no  less  than 
27,804  tons. 

According  to  this  calculation  which  embraces 
the  actual  tonnage  as  stated  to  the  House,  there 
would  be  27,804  tons  more  employed  in  transport^ 
log  $1,098,921  leas ;  making  our  tonnage  to  in- 
crease in  that  proportion  as  the  employment  of  it 
decreased. 

There  was  a  possibility,  Mr.  Madison  observed, 
that  the  course  of  trade  in  the  two  years  might  be 
such,  that  more  of  the  vessels  employed  in  the  ex- 
portations  to  Great  Britain  might  be  entered  in 
1790  as  coming  from  some  other  country  than  in 
1792;  but  as  there  was  no  known -circumstance 
which  authorized  this  solution,  and  as  it  seemed 
demonstrable,  in  general,  that  error  existed  some- 
where in  the  statements,  and  most  probably  in 
those  of  the  actual  tonnage,  he  concluded  that  it 
ought  to  be  referred  to  that  source;  and,  conse- 
quently, that  the  guide  followed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  (to  wit :  the  entry  tonnage,  the  only  one  he 
had  to  follow)  was  not  more  inaccurate  than  the 
actual  tonnage  would  have  been,  which  guided  the 
member  from  South  Carolina. 

Another  position  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
which  a  charge  is  founded  is,  '*that  the  greater 
part  of  what  Great  Britain  receives  from  the 
United  States  is  re-exported."    This  position,  Mr. 


Madison  reminded  the  Committee,  related  to 
Great  Britain,  without  comprehending  the  West 
India  Islands,  which  formed  a  distinct  branch  in 
the  Secretary's  Report  How  far  it  was  liable  to 
the  exceptions  taken  against  it,  would  appear  from 
an  examination  of  facts. 

To  obviate  criticisms,  Mr.  Madison  said  he 
would  take  for  the  basis  of  his  calculations  the 
statement  given  in  detail  by  the  gentleman  bim- 
self,  of  the  exports  for  1790  to  the  French  and 
British  Dominions ;  which,  though  not  extended  to 
every  item,  approached  so  near  to  a  fall  view  of 
the  trade  as  to  be  adequate  to  the  purpose. 

In  the  statement  the  exports  to  Great  Britain 
stand  at  $6,651,429;  from  which  must  be  sub- 
tracted, for  the  comparison,  the  amount  of  th« 
several  re-exportations,  as  fiir  as  they  can  be  li- 
quidated. 

Tobaeco, — It  appears  from  an  official  doca- 
ment  that  the  tobacco  exported  to  Great  Britiin 
in  1791  was  67,286  hogsheads.  A  return  for 
another  year  states  the  quantity  to  be  52,505  hogs- 
heads. It  appeared  from  the  revenue  returns  of 
Great  Britain,  that  the  consumption  of  this  article 
amounted  to  9,600  hogsheads.  The  proportion  re- 
exported might  then  be  reasonably  set  down  at 
four-fifths  of  the  quantity  imported. 

jRice.'^To  obtain  the  proportion  of  rice  reex- 
ported, we  may  take  the  medium  quantity  im- 
ported for  three  years  immediately  preceding  the 
Revolution,  which,  according  to  a  table  in  Ander^ 
son's  History  of  Commerce,  was  486,543  cwt  By 
another  table  for  the  same  period,  the  median 
quantity  exported  was  849,653  cwt  The  differ* 
ence  marks  the  consumption,  and  is  136,890  cwt 
The  quantity  exported  to  Great  Britain  from  the 
United  States  in  1792  was  58,978  barrels— equal  to 
294,890  cwt  Comparing  the  quantity  consumed 
with  this  quantity,  it  appears  that  more  than  hal( 
though  less  than  two-thirds,  is  re-exported— <^i 
the  re-exportation  one-half  only  of  the  present  im- 
portation. 

Indigo. — According  to  a  statement  in  Andenon, 
the  medium  importations  into  Great  Britain,  for 
thr^  years  immediately  preceding  the  Revolution, 
were  about  thrice  the  medium  quantity  exported 
Gall  the  proportion  re-exported  now,  however,  one- 
fifth  only,  which  is  probably  below  the  fact 

From  these  proportions,  and  the  data  furnished 
by  the  gentleman*s  own  statement,  result  the  fol- 
lowing justification  of  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
on  the  point : 

Exports  to  Great  Britain  -        -       -$6,651,429 

Tubacoo         -        •  $2,754,493 
Oooaamed,  one-fifth       660,898 

Re-exported  ....    $2,208,696 
Rice       -        -        -        778,862 
Consumed,  one-half        886,926 


Re-exported  - 
Indigo  - 

Consumed,      four* 
fifths 

Re-exported  - 


478.880 
879,064 


886,926 


94»766 
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Wheat  and  flour, 
perfaapatlie  whole 
reexported ;  and 
mon  was  carried 
to  Great  Britain  ia 
the  tvosucceedir^ 
jears,  though  the 
aggregate  exporta 
thitber  were  leas 
tlidQ  in  the  year 
here  taken:  say, 
hoverer,  that  one- 
fourth  wa9  oon- 
Bumed,  and  let  the 
amount  stand  ac- 
coTiJio^  to  the  gen- 
tlemao's  atate- 
meat,  at 

Consumed,  oQe- 
iwnh 

Reexported  - 


-    1,0W,840 
271,960 


816,880 


8,601,067 


Here,  then,  it  appears  that  their  exportations  of 
the  four  articles  alone,  of  tobacco,  rice,  indigo,  and 
wheat,  are  greater  than  the  whole  consumption  in 
Great  Britain  of  the  articles  imported  from  the 
United  States,  although  the  most  unfavorable  year 
las  been  taken  for  the  inquiry ;  and,  consequently, 
that  the  position  of  the  Secretary  of  State  was  well 
founded. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  investigate  the  full  amount 
of  re-exportations,  several  articles  might  have  been 
idded  to  the  list,  such  as  whale  oil,  ginseng,  flax- 
seed, &C. 

Nor  would  it  be  unfair,  perhaps,  to  include  the 
primitive  value  of  the  articles  re-exported  in  the 
new  forms  given  to  them  by  art  A  great  propor- 
tion of  what  is  sent  from  the  United  States  to 
Great  Britain,  in  a  rude  state,  is  worked  into  arti- 
des  of  merchandise,  and  exported  in  the  course  of 
trade.  Take,  for  example,  the  two  articles  of  pot 
ud  pearl  ashes  and  indigo. 

The  amount  of  the  export  of  the  former  to 
Greit  Britain  is  stated  at  $747,078 ;  of  which,  if 
iu>  part  is  re-exported  in  its  unaltered  state,  the 
vhole  enters  into  British  manufactures.  Sup- 
posing one-third  of  these  particular  manufactures 
to  be  exported,  which  appears  to  be  nearly  the 
general  proportion,  the  value  of  pot  and  pearl 
<&hes  re-exported  is  $249,026.  The  indigo  used 
in  Great  Britain  has  appeared  to  be  $879,064,  one- 
tbird  of  which  re-exported  as  an  ingredient  in 
nanafactures,  is  $126,854}.  These  two  items 
alooe  amount  to  $875,280}  ;  and,  with  many  others, 
might  be  added  to  the  mass  of  re-exportations. 
Bat  they  are  stated  rather  to  throw  light  on  the 
general  character  of  our  trade  with  Great  Britain 
tban  to  be  relied  on  in  the  present  case,  which  has 
been  sufficiently  elucidated  by  more  direct  and 
sifliplc  views  of  it 

Mr.  Madison  proceeded  to  apply  the  calculations 
he  had  made  to  the  question  discussed  by  Mr. 
Smrh,  in  relation  to  the  comparative  importance  of 
tbe  French  and  British  markets  to  the  productions 
of  the  United  SUtes. 


By  deducting  the  $8,501,067  re-exported,  from 
the  $6,651,429  imported  into  Great  Britain,  he  re- 
duced her  actual  consumption  to  $8,150,862 ;  to 
which,  adding  the  $1,805,744  exported  to  the  West 
India  market,  the  whole  British  consumption  stands 
at  no  more  than  $4,056,106.  On  comparing  this 
with  the  exports  to  the  French  Dominions,  (which 
re-export  none  of  any  consequence,)  to  wit: 
$4,424,886,  the  subject  took  a  very  different  aspect 
from  that  which  had  been  given  to  it. 

But  there  was,  Mr.  Madison  observed,  a  cir- 
cumstance of  the  utmost  importance  to  a  fair  view 
of  this  question,  which  had  been  wholly  over- 
looked by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
and  which  cut  up  his  calculations  by  the  roots. 
The  re-exportations  from  Great  Britain  were  not 
only  to  be  subtracted  from  the  consumption  of 
Great  Britain,  but,  in  a  great  degree  being  made 
to  France,  were  to  be  added  to  the  value  of  her 
market  to  the  agriculture  and  commerce  of  the 
United  States. 

The  re-exportation  from  Great  Britain  to  France 
could  not  be  accurately  fixed  by  any  documents  to 
be  had  here.  In  general,  they  were  known  to  be 
great  He  would,  he  said,  confine  himself  to  the 
two  articles  of  tobacco  and  fiour,  of  which  he  esti- 
mated the  amount  as  follows : 

The  tobacco  exported  from  the  United  States 
appears  to  be  about  100,000  hogsheads.  Tt  is  val- 
ued in  the  return  of  our  exports  at  $4,349,567. 
It  is  known  that  France  consumes  about  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  quantity  exported  ;  that  is,  $1,087,892. 
It  appears,  by  the  return  of  our  exports,  that  the 
direct  exports  of  this  article  to  France  stand  at 
$884,642.  The  indirect  supplies,  then,  to  France, 
not  appearing  in  the  returns  of  our  exports,  and  to 
be  added  to  them,  are  $702,750. 

Of  the  flour  and  grain  sent  to  Great  Britain,  al- 
lowing, as  above  stated,  one-fourth  to  have  been 
there  consumed,  which  is  probably  beyond  the 
truth,  the  re-exportation  amounted  to  $815,880. 
It  is  well  understood  that  France  was  the  market 
where  these  articles  were  finally  consumed.    The 
account  may  now  be  stated  : 
To  the  French  market,  directly  exported  for  con- 
sumption    -     •       -  -  -    $4,424,836 
Tobacco  indirectly  exported  for  con- 
sumption   -           -           -  -        702,705 
Wheat  and  flour  indirectly  exported 
for  consumption     .           -  -         815,880 


Total  of  French  consumption 
Total  of  British  consumption 

Excess  of  French  consumption 


5,942,921 
4,956,106 

986,815 


Thus  it  appears,  without  taking  into  the  ac- 
count the  other  articles  re-exported  to  France, 
that  the  market  of  that  country  for  our  exports 
was  worth  to  the  United  States  nearly  a  million 
more  than  the  market  of  Great  Britain ;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  repre- 
sented the  British  markets  as  exceeding  the  French 
in  the  annual  amount  of  between  three  and  four 
millions ;  and  had  pronounced,  without  hesitation, 
that  Great  Britain,  in  reference  to  our  productions, 
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was  a  more  important  customer  than  France,  al- 
most in  the  ratio  of  two  to  one. 

Mr.  Madison,  returning  to  the  Secretary's  Re- 
port, said  he  hoped,  after  what  had  been  shown,  it 
would  be  needless  to  trouble  the  Committee  with 
further  remarks  on  the  subject  In  dismissing  it, 
however,  he  could  not  do  justice  to  his  own  im- 
pressions, without  declaring  his  entire  confidence 
that  the  Report  would  be  regarded  by  all  discerning 
and  unprejudiced  judges  as  one  of  the  many  monu- 
ments which  its  author  had  left  behind  him,  of  the 
zeal,  the  talents,  and  the  patriotism  with  which  he 
had  discharged  the  duties  of  his  station ;  and  that 
he  had  carried  with  him  into  retirement  a  pu- 
rity, both  in  his  public  and  private  name,  which 
nothing  that  could  be  said  within  or  without  the 
walls  of  Congress  could  tarnish. 

Having  gone  through  the  particular  observations 
into  which  he  had  been  led  by  the  attack  made  on 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  before  the 
Committee,  he  should  proceed  to  a  more  general 
view  of  what  had  been  urged  by  the  opponents  of 
the  resolutions  he  had  introduced. 

Among  other  things,  it  had  been  alleged,  in  the 
latter  stages  of  the  debate,  that  the  friends  of  the 
resolutions  had  involved  themselves  in  inconsis- 
tency, by  shifting  the  ground  of  argument  from 
commercial  to  political  considerations.  In  answer 
to  this  charge,  he  remarked,  that  if  in  any  instance 
of  his  public  life  he  was  free  from  the  charge  of  in- 
consistency, it  was  on  the  subiect  of  vindicating 
our  national  interest  against  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain  towards  us;  that  in  all  the  public  stations 
with  which  he  had  been  honored  since  the  peace, 
and  on  every  occasion  which  had  occurred,  his 
conduct  had  been  marked  by  an  adherence  to  this 
principle ;  that  the  resolutions  he  had  last  propose 
ed  were  founded  on  this  principle ;  that  if,  in  the 
first  arguments  supporting  them,  he  had  dwelt 
chiefly  on  commercial  topics,  it  would  be  recollect- 
ed that  he  kept  the  door  open  for  political  ones,  if 
the  turn  of  the  discussion  should  require  them. 
That  he  had  foreborne  to  enlarge  on  the  political 
sides  of  the  question,  because  he  thought  it  defen- 
sible on  commercial  grounds,  and  was  willing  to 
meet  it  on  those  grounds,  because  he  did  not  wish 
to  mingle,  unnecessarily,  irritating  ideas  in  the  dis- 
cussion, and  because  he  had  supposed  that  every 
thing  relating  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  the  Indians, 
Algerinea,  the  spoliations,  ic,  were  sufficiently  im- 
printed on  every  mind,  and  would  have  all  the  ef- 
fects they  ought  to  have,  without  being  particular- 
ly enforced. 

Whilst  he  could  thus  repel  the  charge  of  incon- 
sistency brought  against  himself;  it  must  be  evident, 
he  thought,  how  much  room  there  was  for  retort- 
ing the  charge^  In  the  early  stages  of  the  discus- 
sion, there  seemed  but  one  sentiment  as  to  the 
oonduct  of  Great  BriUin,  at  least  in  a  political 
view.  The  difference  turned  on  the  question, 
whether  we  could  or  ought  to  counteract  her  con- 
duct In  the  latter  stages  of  the  discussion,  pallia- 
tions if  not  justifications  bad  been  multiplied  and 
labored,  not  only  with  respect  to  her  commercial 
policy,  but  with  respect  to  the  detention  of  the 
posts,  the  Indians,  tne  Algerines,  and  even  the 


spoliations  of  our  neutral  commerce ;  od  the  no- 
lawfulness  of  which,  our  Executive  had  groaoded 
the  remonstrance  and  demand  of  indemnificatioa 
lying  on  the  table. 

In  addition  to  this,  he  stated  the  inconsisteiKj 
between  those  who  maintained  and  those  who  re- 
jected  the  theory  of  leaving  commerce  perfectly 
free ;  the  inconsistency  of  rejecting  this  theory, 
and  yet  refusing  to  meet  restrictions  on  one  sid 
with  restrictions  on  the  other ;  the  ioconsisteiicr  o 
condemning  a  commercial  discrimination  betwee 
nations,  as  contrary  to  the  wise  example  of 
Britain,  and  claiming  for  Great  Britain  the  c 
of  making  such  discriminations  in  fiivorof  the  Uni 
ted  States.  The  inconsistency  of  predicting  that  thi 
measure  would  destroy  the  revenue,  and  insistini 
that  the  dutied  articles  would  continue  to  be  i 
ported  from  the  same  source,  through  more  ex| 
stve  channels.  The  inconsistency  of  excUimi 
against  topics  and  remarks  which  may  awaken  th( 
passions,  and  endeavoring  themselves  to  aUrro  ou 
fears ;  of  exhorting  the  Committee  to  consult  it 
judgment  alone,  and  substituting  for  argument  coa 
tinned  addresses  to  the  imagination. 

Particular  pains,  he  remarked,  had  been  tik 
to  exhibit  a  picture   of  onr  national  prosperi 
which  might  flatter  our  wishes  and  forbid  expe 
ments.  It  was  readily  admitted,  he  said,  that  tin 
were  many  features  in  the  face  of  our  affairs  whi 
were  proper  themes    of  mutual    congratulatioi 
whether  compared  with    the   situation  of  oth 
countries  or  with  our  own  under  other  circu 
stances.     And  it  gave  him  much  pleasure  to  a 
that  the  degree  of  prosperi  tv  we  enjoyed,  thoc, 
not  to  be  exclusively  creditea  to  the  change  of  oi 
Federal   Government,   or  to  particular  measnn 
under  it,  according  to  the  exaggerations  of  som^ 
was  yet  so  far  and  so  evidently  the  fruit  of  tha 
change  as  to  do  honor  to  the  people  of  America  j 
adopting  it     He  mentioned  two  innovations,  ma^ 
ing  part  of  the  Constitution,   which  must  aloi^ 
have  had  a  powerful  effect  in  meliorating  the  co^ 
dition  of  this  country,  to  wit :  the  prohibition  i 
paper  money,  or  other  violations  of  contracts,  an 
the  abolition  of  incoherent  and  rival  regulations  i 
trade  among  the  several  State&  But  notwitbstami 
ing  the  flourishing  state  of  our  affairs,  when  view^ 
under  certain  aspects,  it  was  equally  certain  tb^ 
there  were  others  which  suggested  very  differed 
reflections. 

He  then  went  into  a  review  of  the  actual  state  | 
our  commerce,  particularly  in  relation  to  Great  Bt 
tain,  and  of  the  several  injuries  of  another  80| 
which  that  nation  had  superadded  to  her  commej 
cial  restrictions. 

He  repeated,  what  he  had  formerly  maintained 
that  there  was  more  of  reciprocity  in  the  footii^ 
of  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  oth< 
countries,  and  between  other  countries  and  ti| 
United  States,  than  between  Great  Britain  and  til 
United  States.  To  prove  the  first  point,  he  H 
marked  that  in  some  instances  Great  Britain  hi 
treaties  with  other  countries  which  defined  an 
stipulated  reciprocal  privileges ;  in  other  instance 
her  restrictions  were  countervailed  by  laws  in 
posing  restrictions  on  her.    To  prove  the  secon 
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point  he  remarked,  that  no  other  nation  with  which 
the  United  States  carried  on  commerce  had  a  Navi- 
|ation  Act  similar  to  that  of  Great  Biituin. 

With  respect  to  the  intercoaree  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  there  was,  he  in- 
Sited,  a  want  of  reciprocity  throughout,  that  must 
athke  the  most  superficial  observer. 

Iq  the  article  of  navijfation  this  had  been  suffi- 
eientk  pointed  out,  and,  being  admitted  on  all  sides, 
netd  not  be  repeated. 

In  the  trade  between  the  two  countries,  our  best 
itiples,  wheat  and  flour,  fish  and  oil,  salted  provi- 
uon%  which  amount  to  considerably  more  than 
oDe-third  of  our  exports,  were  shut  out  of  her 
markets;  whilst  all  her  best  staples,  her  woollens, 
ber  cottons,  her  manufactures  of  the  metal 5i,  of 
lettber,  and  of  sillc,  were  admitted  on  moderate 
duties,  and  enjoyed  in  a  manner  a  monopoly  of  our 
msriieL 

Is  the  articles  of  superfluity  mutually  admitted, 
Uiere  was  nothing  to  compensate  the  inequality  in 
ether  cases.  Oar  tobacco  paid  a  tax  of  four  or  five 
bundfed  per  cent.,  our  rice  fifty  or  sixty  per  cent., 
ud  oar  manufactures  of  every  sort  would  not  be 
(doitted,  if  we  were  ever  so  able  to  send  them. 
Od  the  other  hand,  her  superfluities  were  received 
BBder  doties  which  in  general  did  not  exceed  from 
KTen  and  a  half  to  fif^en  per  cent 

In  the  West  India  trade,  tMssides  the  exclusion  of 
Mr  Feasels,  whilst  her  own  were  left  free,  there 
Tere  a  number  of  our  productions  which  were  not 
sioittd  into  the  market  there,  whilst  our  laws 
t^fiied  nothing  that  was  brought  into  the  market 
Wre, 

He  next  turned  his  attention  to  the  injuries  and 
loves  we  aulTered  in  other  respects. 

Aii  he  had  not  possessed  himnelf  of  the  evidence, 
b  tihoald,  he  said,  leave  it  to  those  who  had  to  show 
koT  fir  the  Indians  were  or  were  not  spurred  on 
to  war  ag^iinst  us  by  the  agents  or  partisans  of 
Gftat  Britain.  It  was  a  sufficient  ground  of  com- 
^3iot  that  the  posts  were  wrongfully  detained ; 
tiial  the  detenUon  had  a  baneful  influence  on  the 
Kr.timent^  and  conduct  of  the  Indians;  and  that 
^i  supplies  for  their  warfare  were  derived  from  a 
trjiie  authorized  by  the  British  Government,  and 
pr«>tected  by  the  posts  which  of  right  were  ours, 
*Bd  oQght  to  be  used  for  our  defence.  He  combin- 
ed this  proceeding  of  Great  Britain  with  the  hw- 
^  seizure  of  our  vessels  under  her  instructions 
^  the  8th  of  June  last,  observing,  that  whilst  on 
^e  side  she  violated  the  laws  of  nations  by  carry- 
ing on  a  trade  in  contraband  articles  with  those  at 
^  with  us,  she  was  on  another  side  violating  the 
^vi  of  nations  by  intercepting  our  trade  with  those 
>t  vir  with  her,  in  articles  not  contraband. 

Trie  Indian  war,  he  observed,  cost  us  annually 
^  som,  exceeding  by  one  million  the  sum  that 
voQid  probably  be  sufficient  for  the  defence  of  our 
^niier»  if  the  posts  were  in  our  hands.  The  fur 
^e  depending  on  the  posts  might,  he  thought, 
^  fairly  valued  at  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
Uore. 

The  Alj^rine  depredations  appeared  to  have 
Pfoeeed<rd  from  the  steps  tiken  in  pursuance  of  the 
^vt  of  the  British  Goverumeot    If  they  were 


not  immediately  pointed  against  us,  it  must  have 
been  known  that  our  trade  would  be  the  vic- 
tim. The  evil,  therefore,  may  at  least  be  charged 
to  an  unfriendly  disregard  of  our  interests,  if  not 
to  a  positive  hostility  to  them.  The  pecuniary 
amount  of  this  evil  cannot  be  rated  at  less  than  the 
expense  of  the  armament  proposed  as  a  remedy. 
This  is  stated  at  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  for 
the  outfit,  and  he  did  not  expect  that  the  annual 
expense  would  average  much  less;  to  which  may 
be  added,  at  a  very  low  computation,  for  insurance, 
remaining  after  the  armament,  two  hundred  thou* 
sand  dollars. 

The  spoliations  committed  on  our  neutral  com- 
merce by  Great  Britain  must  be  of  considerable, 
though  very  uncertain  amount;  and  the  conse- 
quential detriment  to  our  trade  in  general,  from 
these  interruptions  and  dangers,  of  a  vary  great, 
though  equally  uncertain  amount.  In  order  to 
bring  both  within  a  safe  estimate,  he  said  he  would 
state  the  former  at  the  limited  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  latter  at  no  more 
than  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  estimates,  he  said 
there  was  another  item  which,  though  of  a  difler- 
eiic  character,  fell  under  a  eomprehensive  view  of 
our  situation ;  and,  being  reducible  to  an  amount 
tolerably  definite,  ought  to  find  a  pl.ice  here.  He 
referred  to  the  statement  before  quoted,  from  a  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  showed  that 
the  loss  to  the  United  States,  from  a  dependence 
on  British^  bottoms  for  the  carriage  of  their  produce, 
was  no  less,  annually,  in  time  of  war,  than  three 
millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars; 
and,  in  war  and  peace,  averaged  no  less  than  one 
million  three  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars.  Allowing 
about  one-third  of  this  carriage  for  the  reasonable 
share  of  Great  Britain,  (and,  tor  reasons  formerly 
derived  from  the  character  of  our  exports,  this  was 
a  full  share,)  the  annual  loss  from  the  dependence 
might  bo  called  about  one  million  of  dollars. 

These  calculations  he  recapitulated  thus : 
Indian  war      -  -  -  -      1,000,000 

Pur  trade        -  -  -  -        200,000 

Algerine  depredation  -  -  -        600,000 

Insurance  not  reduced  by  naval  armament    200,000 
British  spoliations       .  -  -         150,000 

Consequential  detriment  to  our  trade  -        400,000 
Dependence  on  British  bottoms  -      1,000,000 

83,550  000 


From  this  view  of  things,  it  was  impossible  to 
deny  that,  however  prosperous  the  United  Suites 
might  be  in  some  respects,  they  were  in  others 
laboring  under  violations  of  their  rights  and  inter- 
ests which  demanded  the  serious  attention  of  the 
LegiMlature.  Besides  the  unreciprocal  footing  of 
their  commerce,  and  the  indignities  offered  them, 
it  was  seen  that  they  were  burdened  with  an  enor- 
mous extra  expense,  and  involved  in  unjust  losses, 
amounting  to  more  than  three  and  a  half  millions 
of  dollars  a  year;  a  tax  nearly  equal  to  the  heavy 
one  they  had  been  obliged  to  impose  on  themselves. 

Having  taken  this  view  of  our  situation,  he  pro- 
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eeeded  to  consider  how  far  a  remedy  wag  com- 
prined  in  the  resolutions  before  the  Coinoiittee,  by 
tracing  the-  probable  operation  of  them,  if  passed 
into  a  law.  [In  this  stage  of  his  observations,  the 
hour  of  adjournment  being  nearly  arrived,  he  sat 
down,  with  an  intimation  that  the  subject  would  be 
renewed.] 

On  the  next  day,  Mr.  M.  resumed  the  train  of  his 
observations,  and  proceeded  to  explain  the  remedial 
operations  of  his  propositions : 

First.  They  will  make  the  British  nation 
sensible  that  we  can,  by  just  and  pacific  means, 
inflict  consequences  which  will  make  il  her  in- 
terest to  pay  a  just  regard  to  our  rights  and  inte- 
rests. 

To  enforce  this  tendency,  he  enlarged  on  the 
ideas  he  had  formerly  expressed  in  relation  to  the 
dependence  -of  Great  Britain  on  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  obvious  and  essential 
dependence  of  the  British  West  Indies  on  the  sup- 
plies of  the  United  States. 

On  the  latter  subject,  he  entered  into  a  particu- 
lar reply  to  the  member  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Ames,]  who  had  argued  that  the  British  regulation 
of  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the 
West  Indies  was  conformable  to  the  principles  of 
the  Colony  system,  as  established  by  the  commercial 
nations  of  Europe,  and  could  not  therefore  be  rea- 
sonably complained  of.  2d.  That  the  West  Indies 
could  obtain  supplies  from  other  quarters,  and 
did  not  therefore  depend  on  the  United  States; 
nay,  that  there  was  danger,  by  forcing  these  sup- 
plies into  other  channels,  of  our  losing  th&t  branch 
of  trade  altogether.  3.  That  the  trade  would 
hardly  employ  more  than  a  dozen  brigs,  and  was 
therefore  not  worth  contending  for. 

In  answer  to  the  first  argument  [of  Mr.  Ames.] 
Mr.  Madison  undertook  to  show  that  Great  Bri- 
tain had  not  pursued  but  violated  the  principles  of 
the  Colony  system.  The  true  spirit  of  this  )4ystem, 
he  said,  was  to  confine  the  trade  between  the  pa- 
rent country  and  the  Colony  to  their  own  vessels, 
and  to  allow  as  little  trade  as  possible  between  the 
Colony  and  foreign  countries;  but  when  a  trade 
with  a  foreign  country  became  necessary  to  the  Co- 
lony, to  allow  the  foreign  vesselt  the  same  carrying 
privileges  allowed  to  their  own.  Colonies,  he  said, 
were  to  bo  considered  as  parts  of  a  common  em- 
pire. The  trade  between  one  part  and  another,  as 
between  London  and  Kingston  in  Jamaica,  was  to 
be  considered  equally  an  internal  trade  with  the 
coasting  trade  between  London  and  Liverpool,  or 
the  trade  between  different  ports  of  the  United 
States;  and  might,  if  deemed  expedient,  be  equal- 
ly restrained  to  domestic  bottoms.  But  when 
a  trade  was  opened  between  a  Colony  and  a 
foreign  country,  the  case  was  changed :  the  foreign 
country  became  a  party,  and  had  a  reciprocal 
claim  to  the  use  of  its  bottoms,  as  much  in  the 
trade  with  the  Colony  as  with  any  other  part  of 
the  empire  to  which  the  Colony  belonged.  In  sup- 
port of  this  doctrine,  Mr.  M.  referred  to  the  ex- 
ample of  every  nation  in  Europe,  except  that  of 
Great  Britain  which  had  American  Colonies. 
Denmark,  Sweden,  the  United  Netherlands, 
France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  had  their  Colonies, 


as  well  as  Great  Britain ;  and  some  of  them  were 
rigorously  attaciied  to  the  principles  of  the  Col 
ny  system ;  yet  not  a  single  one  of  these  natio 
had  refused,  whenever  a  trade  was  permitted 
all  between  the  Colonies  and  another  coantry,  t 
make  the  carria;;e  common  to  the  vessels  of  bo 
the  parties.  Great  Britain  alone  had  attempted 
monopoly  in  such  cases  for  her  own  vessels.  Her 
example,  therefore,  was  an  innovation  on  the  Col<^ 
ny  system,  as  well  as  an  infraction  of  the  rigfau 
of  reciprocity. 

In  answer  to  the  second  position  of  Mr.  Axes 
he  denied  that  permanent  supplies  of  pro?isiuiu 
and  lumber  could  be  derived  from  any  other  jun 
of  the  world  than  the  United  States ;  not  frooi  tu 
Northern  parts  of  Europe,  which  either  did  do 
produce  or  were  too  remote  to  send  them ;  no 
from  the  Southern  parts  of  Europe,  which  depend 
ed  themselves  on  the  Northern  parts  and  on  Am 
rica;  not  from  Great  Britain,  which  importej 
bread  for  her  own  use,  amounting,  one  year  will 
another,  according  to  the  report  of  the  committed 
of  the  Privy  Council,  to  the  sum  of  near  ibra 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  was  cer 
tainly  not  an  exporter  of  lumber ;  not  from  Ireboa 
which  could  not  pretend  to  rival  the  United  Suw 
in  any  article  but  that  of  salt  provisions;  and  tlii 
was  so  much  dearer  that  a  prohibition  alone  o 
ours  could  gain  a  market  for  hers.  Tbegentleouj 
had  relied  on  the  capacity  of  Ireland  to  extend  be 
cultivation  of  wheiit,  so  as  to  spare  supplies  of  ihi 
article  also.  Such  a  revolution  in  her  ioterio 
state  was  not  very  probable.  But  he  ought  at  leas 
to  have  remembered  that,  as  the  pasture  lands  o 
Ireland  should  be  turned  into  wheat  fields,  her  ex 
ports  of  beef  would  decrease  in  proportion  as  sh 
might  be  enabled  to  export  bretid. 

It  was  a  waste  of  time,  Mr.  M.  said,  to  di<<prov^ 
by  minute  inquiries,  the  possibility  of  supplyia; 
the  British  West  Indies  from  the  old  Contine 
on  terms  that  would  not  be  worse  than  aUndo 
ing  them  altogether.  The  truth  was,  that  the  ge 
tleman  [Mr.  Ames]  had,  in  this  particular,  ^ooj 
beyond  the  most  sanguine  advocates  of  the  Briu^ 
policy,  Mr.  Knox  and  Lord  Sheffield  themi»eive^ 
who  limited  their  ultimate  hopes  of  supporiing  thj 
West  Indies,  without  the  aid  of  the  United  Suid 
to  the  remaining  possessions  of  Great  Britiin  o 
this  Continent.  He  would  proceed,  he  s<iid,  t| 
show  what  foundation  there  was  for  the  opiniol 
of  these  gentlemen,  and  the  gentleman  from  Mail 
sachusetts,  in  favor  of  this  resource.  And  be  w^ 
able  to  give  the  moat  full  and  decisive  evidence  i{ 
the  case,  by  recurring  to  an  authentic  documefl 
of  our  own,  from  which  it  appeared  tbal  ibi 
Continental  Colonies  of  Great  Britain,  in»te^ 
of  being  able  to  furnish  the  West  India  Cvk 
nies,  were  themselves  dependent,  for  the  very  a| 
tides  wanted  there,  on  the  supplies  of  the  UiM 
Suites. 

In  the  official  statement  of  our  exports  for  tbi 
year  as  late  as  1791,  most  of  the  articles  sent  U 
the  British  Continental  Colonies  were  of  a  ^^ 
and  an  amount  so  directly  to  the  point  that  hi 
hoped  the  Committee  would  excuse  him  for  repeat 
incr  them  in  detiil.    He  stated  them  as  follows : 
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BBiAi>-STurr8  and  Roots. 


Wheat,     bttshels 
B/e,  do.     - 

Biriejf  da  • 
lodian  corn,  do.  • 
Oits,  do.     • 

Buckwheat  do.    • 
Peis  and  Beans,  bushels   - 
Rice,  tierces 
Flour,     barrels   - 
Sbip-stuffk,  do.    - 
Rremeal,     do.    - 
Indian  meal,  do.    - 
Backwheat  meal,  barrels  - 
Bread,  do. 

Cracker^  kegs 
Potatoes,  bashels  - 
O&iona,       do. 


Mbats,  &C. 


Beef,  barrels 
Pork,    do. 

Bjcon,    pounds    - 
Pre?h  pork,  do. 
fresh  beef,  do. 
Mutton,  carcasses  - 
longaes,  barrels  - 
Bolter,  firkins 
Urd,  pounds 
Cheese,  do. 

Lite  Stock. 

Homed  cattle 

Hurses      -  .  • 

Sbtep       ... 

%        . 

Poultry,  dozea 

Wood. 

Skingles    •  -  . 

Stares  and  heading 

Budspikes 

H»ps      ... 

Laths       ... 

Blocks      . 

*>ir-rafter8 

Tranneis  -  -  - 

^Jc  planks  and  boards 

P^ae,    do. 

Miple  and  beach,  do. 


816 

-  2,201 

82 

-  80,784 

814 
26 

.  1,418 
84 

.  27,197 

-  2,615 

-  1,774 

-  2,896 

858 

-  29,200 

864 

20 

525 


284 

851 

881 

29,884 

92,269 

561 

80 

83 

6,720 

1,826 

$12 

89 

1,517 

178 

861 


-  48,000 
-128,000 

2 
.  8,000 

-  8,000 
100 
857 

.  1,600 

-  14,267 

-  27,000 
.  7,500 

The  total  of  the  exports,  inclttdini*  a  few  articles 
Oider  other  heads,  amounted  to  $270,259. 

Here,  then,  it  is  seen,  that  not  only  in  the  bread- 
^fla  and  meats  of  every  sort,  but  in  the  articles 
•f  lumber  and  live  stock,  for  which,  by  universal 
Kkoowlcdgnsent,  the  West  Indies  must  depend 
^iner  on  the  United  States  or  the  British  Conti. 
^^  Colonies,  the  latter  are  so  far  from  being  a 
^i\  to  us,  or  a  resource  to  the  West  Indies,  that 
^7  continue  at  this  day  to  supply  their  own  de- 
cencies from  our  market 

^r.  M.  said  that  he  should  not  have  employed 
K  much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee  on  this 
°^  if  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Amis]  had  not  at- 
fenipted  to  revive  the  arguments  with  respect  to 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  which  had  misled  Great 


Britain  in  her  political  calculations  and  her  pre- 
sent views.  He  had  heard  the  language  of  the 
gentleman  on  this  subject  with  astonishment. 
That  Mr.  Knox  and  Lord  Sheffield,  British  sub- 
jects, viewing  the  prospect  with  British  eyes,  at 
the  distance  of  three  thousand  miles,  in  the  year 
1788,  when  little  inquiry  and  no  experiment  could 
assist  them,  should  have  run  into  the  error,  was 
perhaps  not  so  marvellous.  But  that  an  enlightened 
citizen  of  America,  seeing  with  American  eyes, 
living  in  the  neighborhood,  as  it  were,  of  the  scene, 
in  a  State  whose  wharves  afford  proofs  of  the  daily 
dependence  of  the  British  Continental  Colonies  for 
the  necessaries  of  life  on  the  market  of  the  United 
States,  should,  in  the  year  1794,  adopt  the  opinion 
that  those  Colonies  could  supply  the  islands, 
ailer  a  trial  of  nine  years  had  probably  forced 
the  authors  of  the  opinion,  Knox  and  Sheffield 
themselves,  to  abandon  it,  would  be  heard  with- 
out some  surprise,  and  must  be  considered  at  least 
as  the  fullest  proof  that  the  gentleman  had  not 
given  suQcient  attention  to  the  present  subject  to 
claim  thiit  weight  which  was  in  general  due  to  his 
observations. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  not  less  surprised  at  the 
second  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, viz:  that  the  West  India  trade  could  be  car- 
ried on  by  a  dozen  brigs,  and,  consequently,  was 
not  an  object  worth  our  pursuit  The  plain  an- 
swer to  this  argument  wasf  to  state  the  fact  that 
the  shipping  entered  in  one  year  from  the  British 
West  Indies  was  not  a  dozen  brigs,  but  107,759 
tons. 

Besides  the  immediate  importance  of  this  aux- 
iliary resource  for  our  navigation,  he  remarked, 
that  there  were  two  considerations  which  en- 
hanced the  value  of  the  object :  one,  that  as  the 
West  India  articles  could  be  brought  cheaper  in 
American  vessels,  they  would  come  cheaper  to 
American  consumers ;  the  other,  that  as  our  sup- 
plies would  at  the  same  time  be  carried  cheaper 
to  the  West  Indies,  the  people  there  could  afford 
to  consume  the  more  of  them. 

It  had  been  urged,  that  the  proposed  restrictions 
on  the  trade  with  Great  Britain  would  produce 
clamors  here  as  well  as  there,  and  that  Congress 
might  be  obliged  to  recede,  before  the  British  Go- 
vernment would  be  under  the  necessity  of  doing 
so.  To  this  Mr.  M.  replied,  that  he  was  under  no 
such  apprehension.  He  thought  more  favorably 
of  the  good  sense  as  well  as  virtue  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  On  the  side  of  Great  Britain  it  had  been 
shown  there  would  be  the  greatest  distress,  and 
the  least  ability  to  bear  it  The  people  there 
were  not  accustomed,  like  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  to  self-denying  regulations.  They  would 
not  have  the  same  confidence  in  the  justice  of 
their  cause.  And  it  was  particularly  worthy  of 
remark,  that  the  people  of  Great  Britain  would 
be  disheartened,  and  the  Government  alarmed,  by 
reflecting,  that  their  losses  from  the  shifting  of 
commerce  into  other  channels,  and  not  only  of 
their  manufactures,  but  manufacturers,  to  other 
places,  would  be  permanent  and  irretrievable; 
whereas,  on  our  side  they  would  be  temporary 
sacrifices  for  durable  and  valuable  acquisitions. 
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Secondly.  The  resolutions  would  have  the  effect 
of  increasing  our  marine,  and  thereby  at  once 
cheapening  and  securing  the  carriage  uf  our  pro- 
duction s^  and  providing  for  our  safety.  These  ad- 
yantages,  having  been  already  sufficiently  explain- 
ed, need  not,  he  said,  be  again  developed. 

It  had  been  remarked  by  a  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Ames,]  that  if,  as  stated  by  a  Re- 
port of  Mr.  JcFrsRsoN,  Great  Britain  was  so  often 
at  war,  her  war(s,  by  depriving  us  of  her  shipping, 
would  soon  have  the  wished  effect  of  replacing  it 
with  American  shipping.  This  reasoning,  Mr.  M. 
said,  supposed  what  was  contrary  to  prudence  and 
probability.  What  merchants  would  build  ships 
which  a  peace,  always  more  or  less  in  prospect, 
would  throw  out  of  employment,  unless  it  were 
for  special  purposes,  where  the  momentary  gain 
might  outweigh  the  eventual  sacrifice  ? 

It  had  been  said  that  our  tonnage  was  proved, 
by  the  official  returns,  to  be  increasing  with  an 
unexampled  rapidity.  To  this  Mr.  M.  answered, 
that  the  increase  ought  not  to  be  compared  with 
other  examples,  but  with  our  own  natural  facul- 
ties and  reasonable  expectations ;  that  the  increase 
of  our  population  required  an  annual  increase  of 
at  least  five  per  cent;  that  an  assumption,  by 
foreigners,  of  American  names,  had  probably  in- 
creased the  apparent  quantity  of  our  shipping; 
that  the  war,  or  preparations  for  it,  by  withdraw- 
ing foreign  shipping,  l^d  probably  also  had  some 
little  temporary  effect;  that  the  principal  cause 
of  the  increase  was  the-  extension  of  our  trade 
with  the  French  Dominions,  which  some  mem- 
bers seemed  so  little  inclined  to  secure  and  foster, 
by  measures  which  appeared  to  him  best  fitted 
for  the  purpose. 

He  reminded  the  Committee  of  an  argument 
which  had  on  former  occasions  been  much  press- 
ed by  several  mercantile  members,  for  encouraging 
our  own  navigation,  to  wit:  that  American  ves- 
sels, from  a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  a  unison  be- 
tween private  and  public  interests,  would  explore 
new  fields  of  commerce  jind  new  markets  for  our 
produce,  which  foreign  carriers  would  leave  un- 
attempted.  The  trade  to  China,  opened  by  Ame- 
rican vessels,  had  been  often  ascribed  to  this  cause. 
Mr.  M.  said  the  argument  seemed  to  be  counte- 
nanced also  by  the  present  state  of  our  Mediter- 
ranean trade,  which  had,  since  our  Independence, 
been  confined  by  the  Barbary  corsairs  to  foreign 
bottoms.  Previous  to  the  Revolution,  when  Ame- 
rican vessels  could  be  the  carriers,  the  trade  was 
very  considerable.  Since  the  exclusion  of  our  ves- 
sels, though  the  carriage  of  our  produce  is  safe  in 
British  and  several  other  foreign  vessels,  yet  this 
branch  of  trade  had  withered  as  much  as  most 
others  have  grown.  In  1790,  the  exports  cleared  for 
the  Mediterranean  were  but  $21,726;  and  in  the 
year  following,  the  imports  no  more  than  $11,522. 
'  Thirdly.  Another  effect  incident  to  the  proposed 
measure  would  be  an  additional  encouragement  to 
domestic  manufactures. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dbxter] 
had  said  he  could  read  no  such  tendency  in  the 
propositions.  Mr.  Madison  thought  it  impossible 
to  read  the  propositions  with  attention,  and  not 


perceive  that  they  most  have  the  like  tendency 
with  the  other  means  by  which  manuiactares  hiul 
been  promoted.  If  the  duties  already  laid  were 
calculated  to  produce  this  effect,  an  increase  of 
those  duties,  in  any  instance,  must  have  a  tend- 
ency to  increase  the  effect  In  answer  to  the  ob- 
jection that  a  change  in  the  policy  of  Great  Britain 
might  put  an  end  to  the  additional  duties,  and  en- 
snare those  who  should  proceed  under  the  influ- 
ence of  them,  he  remariced :  1st  That  the  same 
might  be  said,  in  some  degree,  of  the  regulations 
now  in  force.  A  treaty  with  Great  Britain  might 
stipulate  changes  which  would  affect  our  mano. 
facturers.  But,  as  there  was  a  just  confidence  that 
the  interests  of  this  class  of  citizens  would  in  this 
case  be  attended  to  by  the  Government,  it  mi^ht 
be  expected  that  equal  attention  would  be  paid  t» 
them  in  any  other  case.  2d.  The  progress  of  things 
in  this  country,  and  the  probable  accession  of  fo- 
reign manufacturers,  might  be  relied  on  to  support 
whatever  undertaking  shall  have  once  got  a  fool- 
ing. 

Fourthly.  The  proposed  resolutSons  woald  h- 
vor  an  advantageous  competition  and  distriho- 
tion  of  our  trade  among  the  manufacturing  nations 
of  Europe.  At  present,  it  may  be  said  to  be  mo- 
nopolized by  one,  so  great  is  the  disproportion  of 
its  manufactures  which  come  to  our  market  That 
this  is  an  evil  has  been  admitted,  and  cannot  be 
doubted.  It  exposes  us  to  the  greatest  and  most 
sudden  embarrassments,  from  the  caprice,  the  pas- 
sions, the  mistaken  calculations  of  interest,  the 
•bankruptcies,  and  the  wars,  of  a  single  forei^ 
country.  Many  of  these  embarrassments  are  felt 
at  the  present  moment  If  it  were  possible  to 
liquidate  them  into  a  pecuniary  statement,  it  would 
be  found  that,  in  a  permanent  view  of  our  intcredt, 
there  would  be  economy  in  making  very  consider- 
able temporary  sacrifices,  for  the  purpose  of  divid- 
ing our  custom  among  a  number  of  competitors. 
It  was  not  true  that  Great  Britain  alone  can  sap- 
ply  the  manufactures  we  want  France,  the  Uni- 
ted Netherlands,  and  several  other  nations,  are 
capable  of  supplying  us  with  a  variety  of  articles, 
as  well  as  the  nations  from  which  they  now  come ; 
and,  if  invited  to  our  markets,  by  prudent  encou- 
ragements in  the  first  instance,  wiU  soon  leam  to 
fashion  their  manufactures  to  the  wants  and  tastes 
of  this  country.  The  policy  of  favoring  particular 
branches  of  trade,  even  at  some  expense,  in  order 
to  guard  against  the  evil  of  depending  on  a  single 
one,  was  exemplified  by  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  herself.  Although  he  viewed  her  discri- 
minations generally,  respecting  us,  in  the  light  he 
had  explained,  yet  he  thought  it  possible  that,  io 
the  instance  of  naval  stores  and  ship  timbers,  it 
might  be  her  intention  to  foster  a  rivalship  in  a 
more  distant  quarter,  in  order  to  provide  against  a 
casual  privation  of  the  supplies  of  a  nearer  quarter. 
These  articles  are  as  essential  to  the  marine  of 
Great  Britain,  as  her  marine  is  essential  to  her 
greatness.  Were  she  to  have  no  resource  but  ia 
the  Baltic,  a  war  with  the  Baltic  Powers  might 
'  be  fatal  to  her.  It  may  be  wise  in  her,  therefore, 
to  keep  open  the  American  resource,  even  at  the 
price  of  a  tax  on  hersel£    In  this  case,  she  must 
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QAirel  with  both  the  Baltic  Powers  and  the  United 
rates  at  the  same  time,  before  the  supplies  will 
e  cat  off. 

A  member  from  Massachusetta  [Mr.  Dexteb] 
id  not,  Mr.  Madison  said,  been  very  consistent 
i  his  reasoning  on  the  subject  Ha  had  con  tended 
^n«t  all  attempts  to  excite  a  beneficial  eompeti- 
«m,  on  the  idea  that  no  competition  could  be 
meiicial  which  would  not  spring  up  of  itself;  and 
H  he  had  warned  us  against  the  danger  that 
treat  Britain,  by  exciting  a  competition  against 
le  United  States  in  those  ports  of  Europe  which 
lofit  respmble  the  infant  situation  of  oar  country, 
liyht  establish  new  sources,  from  which  supplies 
wild  afterwards  spontaneously  flow  to  her,  with- 
it  being  ever  again  wanted  from  the  United 
tates.  The  same  remark  was  applicable  to  the 
990Ding  of  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  repre- 
mted  tbe  danger  of  exciting  a  permanent  rival- 
up  for  the  West  India  market,  in  favor  of  Canada 
sd  Nova  Scotia. 

Fifthly.  The  plan  of  the  resolutions  tended  to 
raciiiari  nations  in  treaty,  or  disposed  to  be  in 
nrv  with  as,  into  arrangements  still  more  favor- 
ite to  oar  eommerce.  This  argument  had  pecu- 
ir  vei^ht  in  relation  to  France.  It  had  been 
id  that  Great  Britain  %as  our  best  customer, 
tie  fi£t,  he  said,  was,  that  we  were  her  best  cus- 
ner:  bat  that  France  was  our  best  customer, 
^e  consume  more  of  British  manufactures  than 
\x  other  nation  in  the  world  consumes.  France 
uames  more  of  our  productions  than  any  other 
ition  consumes.     He  referred  to  the  statement 

had  before  ofifered  for  proof  of  this.  Her  con- 
option  was  also  of  the  most  valuable  kind ;  and, 
derfarorable  regulations,  would  be  a  very  grow* 
\  one  It  consisted  of  wheat  and  flour,  salt 
»nsiona,  and  fish ;  articles  which  were  not  ad- 
Ued  hj  Great  Britain ;  and  which,  without  the 
ttket  of  France,  would  glut  every  other.  Of 
r  fi«h,  she  consumed  five-eighths  of  the  whole 
Fvtation.  Her  use  of  our  live  animals  was 
other  important  consideration.  It  amounted,  in 
e  list  of  our  exports,  to  $352, 79d,  for  the  year 
91.  In  the  same  year,  the  British  demand 
MQnted  to  no  more  than  $62,415. 
The  superior  proportion  of  navigation  we  en- 
red  in  the  French  channels  of  intercourse  had 
'^7  been  shown.  In  examining  the  policy 
cultivating  and  aecuriog  the  French   market, 

Mid  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the 
Dfits  and  revenue  arising  from  the  rum  distiUe- 
s  depended  on  an  article  obtained  almost,  if 
^  ^'ogether,  from  the  French  Dominions  alone, 
d  vbich  was  the  only  raw  material  of  an  v  con- 
)«flce  imported  into  the  United  States.  It  was 
^  for,  also,  as  had  been  much  urged  on  other 
^ons,  by  members  on  the  opposite  side,  in  the 
^  Ksb,  which  could  find  a  vent  in  no  other 
^  of  the  world.  The  molasses  imported  into 
c  Uoited  States,  in  one  year,  amounted  to  up- 
''di  of  seven  millions  of  gallons,  more  than  one- 
tf  of  which  went  into  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
*took  notice,  aUo,  of  the  article  of  su^r,  as  ren- 
M  of  great  importance  by  our  habits  and  oar 
'^^''<.  a  »d  of  which  more  than  one-half  was 


supplied  by  the  French  West  Indies.  Oat  of 
17,142,723  pounds  imported,  9,321,829  pounds  were 
received  from  that  source.  The  residue  eame 
from  the  Danish,  Dutch,  and  Britiah  Dominioniy 
in  the.  following  proportions,  to  wit:  Danish, 
2,833.016  lbs. ;  Dutch,  2,707,231  lbs. ;  British,  2,- 
280,647  lbs.  That  statement  was  taken  from  the 
imports  of  1790,  the  only  year  he  had  been  able  to 
examine  on  this  point 

It  had  been  said,  why  great  privileges  before  a 
mutual  grant  should  be  secured  by  positive  stipa* 
lalion  ?  Why  throw  awa^,  by  a  legal  regalatioo, 
what  ought  to  be  the  pnoe  of  treaty  P  He  an« 
swered,  that  the  legal  regulation  threw  nothing 
away,  as  it  was  always  revocable;  that,  in  the 
present  instance,  it  was  only  meeting  the  legal 
regulations  of  which  France  had  set  the  example  i 
that,  instead  of  being  a  bar  to  treaty,  such  a  course 
of  proceeding,  more  than  any  other,  would  smooth 
the  way  to  it,  by  explaining  the  objects  and  esta- 
blishing a  confidence  on  both  sides  i  that  it  woald 
be  happy  if,  in  all  cases  where  treaties  are  in  view, 
this  open  and  conciliatory  process  could  take  tbe 
place  of  that  reserve  and  mysterious  negotiation 
with  which  the  parties  approach  each  other. 
Were  Great  Britain  desirous  of  forming  amicable 
arrangements  by  treaty,  he  adted,  what  readier  or 
more  prudent  step  could  she  have  taken  for  the 
purpose,  than  to  have  followed  the  example  set 
her,  by  holding  out  in  her  laws  the  spirit  in  which 
she  was  willing  to  meet  us  in  negotiation  ? 

Having  gone  through  these  explanations,  Mr. 
Madison  entered  into  a  view  of  the  principal  o]>- 
jeotions  to  the  resolutions  proposed. 

1.  It  was  said  they  would  oiminish  the  revenue 
and  endanger  the  funda 

With  respect  to  the  Public  Debt,  his  general 
ideas  had  been  expressed  by  several  who  had 
spoken  before  him.    He  acknowledged  that  he 
had  disliked  and  opposed  the  modification  given 
to  it;  but,  after  it  had  received  the  sanction  of 
the  law,  he  had  entertained  no  other  wish  on  the 
subject  than  that  the  Debt  might  be  honorably 
discharged  as  fast  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  would  permit.    This,  he  was  well  satis- 
fied, was  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people.    He  did  not  believe  that  there 
was  a  single  State  in  the  Union,  or  any  consider- 
able part  of  a  single  State,  that  did  not  acquiesce 
(where  they  did  not  approve)  in  the  provisions 
which  had  been  made  in  behalf  of  the  public  cre- 
ditors.    At  the  same  time,  he  was  equally  sure 
that  it  never  was  either  meant  by  Congress,  or 
underHt(x>d  by  the  public,  that,  in  mortgaging  the 
impost  for  their  security,  it  was  to  be  a  hostage 
to   foreign   countries  for  our  unqualified  acqui- 
escence in  their  unequal  laws,  and  to  be  worn,  as 
long  as  the  Debt  should  continue,  as  a  badge  of 
national  humiliation.^    The  nature  of  the  obliga- 
tion could  certainly  import  no  more  in  favor  of 
the  creditors,   than   that  the  fund  appropriated 
should  be  applied,  as  far  as  requisite,  to  their  use, 
unless  equivalent  funds  should  be  substituted;  nor 
more  against  the  public,  than  that  all  deficiencies 
in  the  funds  should  be  made  up,  whether  arising 
without  or  in  consequence  of  a  change  in   the 
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laws.  If  it  should  happen,  then,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  anj  measure,  dictated  hy  the  general 
good,  the  impost  should  hecome  inadequate  to  its 
object,  idl  that  could  be  exacted  b^  the  public  cre- 
ditors would  be  some  other  provision,  tnat  would 
supply  the  defalcation ;  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
douDted  that  the  people  at  large,  whose  good  was 
pursued,  would  readily  support  whatever  other 
provision  might  become  indispensable.  He  had 
made  these  remarks,  however,  with  reference  to 
an  event  which  he  did  not,  by  any  means,  admit 
to  be  probable.  The  more  lie  had  revolved  the 
subject,  the  more  clearly  it  appeared  to  him  that 
a  very  operative  addition  migtit  be  made  to  the 
duties  on  the  enumerated  articles,  without  endan- 
gering the  aggregate  product  of  the  importations. 
And  he  entirely  concurred  in  opinion  with  those 
who  had  observed,  that  the  greatest  injury  which 
could  be  done  to  the  class  of  citizens  holding  the 
puplio  paper  was,  to  represent  their  interests  as 
more  to  be  regarded  than  any  national  considera- 
tions whatever;  and  to  oppose  to  the  latter  even 
the  most  imaginary  contingencies  to  the  former. 

2.  It  was  objected,  that  the  operation  of  the 
resolutions  would  be  more  favorable,  in  some  in- 
stances, to  nations  in  treaty  than  was  merited; 
and  more  unfavorable,  in  others,  to  nations  not  in 
treaty,  than  was  politic. 

In  answer  to  this  objection,  he  observed,  that 
Sweden  and  Prussia,  two  of  the  nations  in  com- 
mercial treaty,  had  but  little  intercourse  with  us ; 
would  be,  in  any  respect,  but  little  affected ;  and, 
besides,  the  treaties  with  them  were  limited  to 
a  short  term,  the  greatest  part  of  which  had 
elapsed. 

France  and  the  United  Netherlands,  the  two 
other  nations  to  be  favored,  could  not  reasonably 
be  grudged  the  advantages  they  might  derive  from 
treaties,  for  which  we  had  long  ago  received  a 
valuable  consideration,  in  their  assistance  towards 
the  establishment  of  our  independence. 
As  to  the  nations  not  in  treaty — 
Denmark  would  not  be  affected.  She  had  no 
Navigation  Act  within  the  description  of  the  reso- 
lutions, and  could  not  feel  the  duties  on  manufac- 
tures. The  whole  of  the  imports  from  Denmark 
amounted,  in  the  year  1791,  to  $9,957  only.  Her 
islands,  also,  with  which  the  trade  is  carried  on  in 
our  vessels,  depend  for  their  subsistence  on  our 
market. 

Russia  has  little  or  no  shipping  in  our  trade,  and 
it  would  not  be  affected  if  she  had,  as  she  had  no 
such  Navigation  Act.  Her  unwrought  iron  may 
come  as  before.  Buck  and  sheeting  are  the  only 
two  manufactures  on  which  the  resolutions  would 
sensibly  operate;  and,  with  respect  to  these,  as 
will  presently  be  observed,  it  would  be  easy  to 
make  special  exceptions. 

The  Hanse  Towns,  having  no  Navigation  Act, 
would  not  be  affected  in  that  respect.  Linens  are 
the  only  articles  falling  within  the  proposed  enu- 
meration ;  and  might,  if  thought  requisite,  be 
easily  excepted. 

S|)ain  has  little  shipping  in  our  trade ;  has  no 
Navigation  Act,  such  as  is  to  be  reciprocated,  and 
would  not  be  sensibly  touched  by  the  duties  on 


manufactures.  She  also  needs  our  exports,  and 
will  be  influenced  by  that  consideration.  It  had 
been  asked,  why  Spain,  against  whom  we  had 
complaints  as  well  as  against  Great  Britain,  ought 
not  to  be  equally  an  object  of  our  regulations? 
He  said  that  such  a  question  could  be  best  an- 
swered when  the  communications  from  the  P&£- 
&IDENT  relating  to  Spain  should  be  taken  up. 

Portu^,  like  Spam,  will  not  be  affected  io  her 
navigation,  nor  sensibly,  if  at  all,  in  the  article  of 
manufactures ;  and  is,  more  than  Spain,  supplied 
with  necessaries  from  our  market.  According  to 
Zimmerman,  Portugal  does  not  raise  within  her- 
self more  bread  than  will  feed  her  three  months 
in  the  year.  It  is  certain  that  she  depends  much 
on  external  resources,  And  that  occasions  are  fre- 
quent when  she  can  find  them  nowhere  else  than 
in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Madison  said,  he  conar4ered  these  expla- 
nations as  a  sufficient  answer  to  ihe  objection.  He 
would  add,  however,  that  there  were  other  an- 
swers, some  of  which  had  been  before  hinted,  that  t 
would  afford  an  option  of  modes  for  the  exemption 
of  nations  not  in  treaty.    Besides  the  opportuniij 
which  such  nations  have  of  removing  all  difficul- 
ties, bv  meeting  us  in  liberal  treaties,  they  may  be 
provided  for,  either  by  limiting  every  part  of' the  '. 
measure  to  nations  having  a  Navigation  Ac.;  or 
by  limiting  it  to  nations  within  a  geographVal 
description — a  practice    familiar    to   the  Jyiti:^ 
code  ;  or,  by  naming  the  nations  to  be  excepted—  ^ 
a  practice  also  familiar  to  Great  Britain ;  or,  bj  ^ 
naming  the  particular  articles  to  be  excepted— a  ^ 
practice  no  less  familiar  to  that  nation.    By  some  ^ 
or  other  of  these   modifications,   the   Committer. 
could  be  at  no  loss  to  accommodate  the  plan  to. 
their  own  sense  of  propriety  and  the  public  good. 
Here  Mr.  Madison   tooK  occasion  to  remark, 
that  much  of  the  argument  against  the  resolutions 
had  proceeded  from  an  inattention  to  their  im- 
port, and  would  be  answered  by  a  simple  explana- 
tion of  them. 

The  first  resolution,  which  was  immediately  the 
subject  of  debate,  decided  nothing  with  respect  to 
a  aiscrimi nation  between  different  nations.  It 
declared  only,  in  general,  that  the  situation  of  the 
United  States  required  something  to  be  done  in 
the  way  of  commercial  restrictions  and  duties; 
and  yet  it  had  been  combated  bv  many  members, 
as  if" a  vote  in  favor  of  it  would  involve  all  the 
embarrassing  preferences  which  their  fancies  could 
augeest 

rhe  succeeding  resolutions,  on  the  subject  oi 
additional  duties  on  manufactures,  and  of  a  varia- 
tion of  the  tonnage  duties,  were  founded  on  a  dis- 
crimination between  nations  in  treaty  and  nations 
not  in  treaty,  but  admitted,  as  he  had  observed,  of, 
whatever  modifications  or  exceptions  might  bs^ 
judged  equitable  or  politic  The  proposed  reduc-| 
tion  of  trie  tonnage  of  vessels  in  treaty  had  bee& 
suggested  by  the  complaint  made  by  France  of| 
the  existing  tonnage  on  her  vessels,  as  exceeding 
the  burden  imposed  by  her  on  ours,  as  well  as  aa; 
unkind  return  for  the  commercial  benefits  of| 
which  the  United  States  were  partaking  under 
her  laws.    At  present,  the  tonnage  imposed  by  vs 
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m  all  foreign  vessels  was  the  same.  This  would 
Mt  seem  to  be  right  on  any  principle,  unless  the 
oRnage  imposed  on  our  vessels  by  all  foreign  na- 
ioos  was  the  same,  which  was  not  to  be  presum- 
kL  Whether  the  change  he  had  proposed  would 
teaa  Amendment  of  the  existing  law  was  a  point 
0  be  examined.  It  was  certainly  a  part  of  the 
>Un  which  he  did  not  regard  as  the  most  essen- 
ial. 

With  respect  to  the  resolutions  reciprocating  na- 
vigation laws,  it  was  evident,  he  said,  that  these  had 

10  reference  to  the  question,  whether  a  nation  were 
D  a  treaty  or  not.  They  would  operate  equally, 
rbererer  there  might  be  the  same  departure  from 
be  principle  of  reciprocity.     If  they  should  bear 

11  one  nation  particularly,  it  would  be  because  they 
Dgbt  to  do  so. 

3.  U  had  been  much  insisted,  that  trade  ought 
0  be  free  to  find  its  proper  channels,  under  the 
Mvduct  of  merchants  ;  that  the  mercantile  opin- 
Mi  was  the  best  guide  in  the  case  now  depend- 
ing:  and  that  that  opinion  was  i^nst  the  rcsolu- 
tons. 

In  answer  to  this  objection,  he  said  it  was  obvi- 
5B  to  remark,  that  in  the  very  terms  of  the  pro- 
odtion,  trade  ought  to  be  free,  before  it  could  find 
Is  proper  channel  It  was  not  free  at  present ;  it 
raid  not,  therefore,  find  the  channels  in  which  it 
^Id  most  advantageously  flow.  The  dykes 
lost  be  broken  down  before  the  waters  could  pur- 
le  tbeir  natural  course.  Who  would  pretend  that 
k  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies,  or  even 
ritb  Great  Britain  herself,  was  carried  on,  under 
k  present  restrictions,  as  it  would  go  on  of  itself 

Knfettered  from  restrictions  on  her  part  as  it  is 
sours?  Who  would  pretend  that  the  supplies  to 
le  West  Indies,  for  example,  would  not  flow 
litherin  American  bottoms,  if  they  flowed  freely? 
Tho  would  pretend  that  our  wheat,  our  flour, 
It  fiih,  &c.,  would  not  find  their  way  to  the  Bri- 
Bh  market,  if  the  channels  to  it  were  open  for 
Mm? 

It  seemed  to  have  been  forgotten,  that  the  prin- 
P^  of  this  objection  struck  at  every  regulation  in 
(v«r  of  manufactures,  as  much  or  even  more^  than 
!  Regulations  on  the  subject  of  commerce.  It  re- 
littd  that  every  sp(H;ies  of  business  ought  to  be  left 
» the  sagacity  and  interest  of  those  carrying  it  on, 
Ttfeout  any  interference  whatever  of  the  public 
^oritj.  He  was  himself,  in  general,  a  friend  to 
te  theory,  but  there  were  a  variety  of  exceptions 
Ht^arisiog  out  of  particular  situations,  as  must  be 
Glutted  by  all  who  would  mingle  practical  with 
tioretic  views,  and  as  has  been  already  decided  by 
Bttfflber  ofoar  laws. 

/^iih  respect  to  the  mercantile  opinion,  he  was 
h^^  to  pay  all  due  attention  to  it  The  mer- 
uicile  class  of  citizens  was  certainly  an  enlight- 
^  and  a  respectable  one.  Their  information 
^i  always  to  be  received  with  respect  and  their 
^ist  protected  with  care.  But  it  did  not  fol- 
^  that  their  opinions,  even  on  questions  of  trade, 
%i>t  to  be  consulted  as  an  oracle  by  those  who 
^  equally  bound  to  watch  over  the  interests  of 
rery  class  of  citizens,  and  over  the  joint  concerns 

tbe  whole.    There  were  considerations  of  dif- 


ferent kinds  which  suggested  caution  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

However  intelligent  and  constant  the  merchant 
might  be  in  directing  his  operations  for  commercial 
purposes,  he  might  not  be  equally  in  the  habit  of 
Gombining  with  these  the  various  other  rational 
objects  which  the  Legislature  might  be  bound  to 
consult. 

The  interest  of  the  mercantile  class  may  hap- 
pen to  differ  from  that  of  another  class,  and  pos- 
sibly both  may  differ  from  that  of  the  whole  com- 
munity. For  example :  it  is,  generally  speaking, 
the  interest  of  the  merchant  to  import  and  export 
every  thing ;  the  interest  of  manufacturers  to  les- 
sen imports,  in  order  to  raise  the  price  of  domestic 
fabrics,  and  to  check  exports,  where  they  might 
enhance  the  price  of  raw  materials.  In  this  case 
it  would  be  as  improper  to  allow  the  one  to  judge 
for  the  other,  as  to  allow  either  to  judge  for  the 
whole. 

It  may  be  the  interest  of  the  merchant,  under  par- 
ticular circumstances,  to  confine  the  trade  to  its  es- 
tablished channels,  when  the  national  interest  would 
require  those  channels  to  be  changed  or  enlarged. 
The  best  writers  on  political  economy  have  observ- 
ed, that  the  regulations  most  unfriendly  to  the  n». 
tional  wealth  of  Great  Britain  have  owed  their  birth 
to  mercantile  counsels.  It  is  well  known,  that  in 
France  the  greatest  opposition  to  that  liberal  poli- 
cy, which  was  as  favorable  to  the  true  interest  of 
that  country  as  of  this,  proceeded  from  the  interest 
which  merchants  had  in  keeping  the  trade  in  its 
former  course. 

If  in  any  country  the  mercantile  opinion  ought 
not  to  be  implicitly  followed,  there  were  the  strong- 
est reasons  why  it  ought  not  in  this.  The  body  of 
merchants  who  carry  on  the  American  commerce 
is  well  known  to  be  composed  of  so  great  a  pro- 
portion of  individuals  who  are  either  British  sub- 
jects, or  trading  on  British  capital,  or  enjoying  the 
profits  of  British  consignments,  that  the  mercan- 
tile opinion  here  might  not  be  an  American  opin- 
ion ;  nay,  it  might  be  the  opinion  of  the  very  coun- 
try of  which,  in  the  present  instance  at  least,  we 
ought  not  to  take  counsel.  What  the  genuine 
American  mercantile  opinion  would  be,  if  it  could 
be  .collected  apart  from  the  general  one,  Mr.  M. 
said,  he  did  not  undertake  positively  to  decide. 
His  belief  was,  that  it  would  be  in  favor  of  the  re- 
solutions. 

It  could  scarcely  be  necessary,  he  said,  to  add, 
that  his  remarks  were  not  meant  to  be,  as  they 
were  not  in  fact,  the  least  reflection  on  an}'  part  of 
the  mercantile  order  among  us.  They  only  sup- 
pose what,  in  political  reasonings,  ought  always  to  be 
supposed,  that  the  prejudices  of  birth  and  personal 
interests  will  be  a  bias  on  the  judgment 

4.  It  had  been  an  objection  to  the  resolutions, 
that  they  might  deprive  us  of  the  aid  of  British 
capital  and  credit,  which  were  necessary  to  the 
prosecution  of  our  commerce. 

Mr.  M.  did  not  admit  either  that  the  effect 
would  happen,  or  that  it  would  be  ruinous  to  our 
commerce. 

Unless  Great  Britain  should,  of  her  own  choice, 
put  a  stop  to  the  commercial  intercourse  with  us, 
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which,  for  reasons  before  given,  would  be  so  much 
more  hurtful  to  herself  than  to  this  country  that  it 
never  could  be  presumed,  the  resolutions  would 
operate  only  by  abridging  some  of  our  importations, 
and  by  varying  the  channels  of  others.  Her  capi- 
tal, as  far  as  requisite  here,  might  continue  to  be 
employed  here. 

On  the  general  question  concerning  our  depend- 
ence on  British  capital  and  credit,  he  observed, 
that  it  could  not  be  denied  that  more  use  was  made 
of  them  at  present  than  was  either  necessary  or 
beneficial.  Credit,  when  extended  to  consumers, 
as  was  the  case  throughout  the  Southern  States, 
was  extremely  injurious,  as  had  been  well  ex- 
plained by  a  member  of  Virginia,  [Mr.  Nicholas,] 
and  as  he  himself  had  equally  witnessed ;  when  con- 
fined to  mercliants,  it  mi^ht,  within  certain  limits, 
be  an  advantage.  But  it  was  not  only  his  own 
opinion,  but  that  of  better  judges,  that  the  credit 
given  to  our  merchants  was  at  present  excessive 
and  injurious. 

In  order  to  fonn  a  very  precise  judgment  on  this 
subject,  it  would  l>e  necessary,  he  said,  to  calculate 
the  amount  of  our  own  capital,  and  its  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  our  trade.  This  was  a  thing,  he 
supposed,  which  could  not  well  be  done.  If  he  bad 
concurred  in  the  doctrine  of  which  so  much  had 
been  heard  both  within  and  without  doors,  that  a 
funded  debt  and  banks  of  discount  were  equivalent 
to  active  capital,  he  should  have  a  ready  answer  to 
the  difficulty.  The  paper  of  the  two  kinds  in  the 
United  States  cannot  amount  to  less  than  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,  whilst  the  amount  of  our 
exports  or  our  imports  does  not  exceed  one-fourth 
of  that  capital. 

It  is  true,  a  part  of  both  the  public  and  the  bank 
stocks  is  in  foreign  hands;  but,  with  the  most 
ample  deductions  on  that  account,  the  residue,  if 
operating  in  any  considerable  degree  as  active  cap- 
ital, would  be  a  competent  resource. 

As  he  did  not,  however,  view  the  doctrine  in  the 
particular  light  in  which  it  had  been  painted,  it 
would  be  more  to  his  purpose  to  observe,  that  there 
was  certainly  in  this  country  a  real  mercantile  cap- 
ital to  a  very  respectable  amount ;  that  this  was 
fast  increasing  with  our  increasing  population  and 
wealth ;  that  if  the  foreign  capital  of  one  country 
should  be  withdrawn,  the  vacancy  would  probably,' 
by  degrees,  be  occupied  by  that  of  other  foreign 
nations ;  that,  if  it  should  happen  otherwise,  there 
was  reason  to  believe  that  a  restriction  of  our  use 
of  foreign  credit  would  be  rather  salutary  than  dis- 
advantageous;  that  in  fine,  as  long  as  we  had 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  produce,  want- 
ed by  other  nations,  and  were  willing  to  take  for  it 
twenty  millions  worth  of  what  they  wished  to  part 
with,  he  was  under  no  apprehension  that  the  means 
of  effectuating  an  exchange  would  not  be  found. 
Both  merchants  and  capital  would  quickly  be  gene- 
rated by  such  a  state  of  things,  if  they  did  not  pre- 
viously exist 

6.  It  had  been  observed  by  several  members,  in 
allusion  to  the  alleged  proportion  of  British  manu- 
factures, consumed  by  us  to  the  entire  mass  of  her 
manufactures,  that  Great  Britain  would  never 
part  with  her  Navigation  Act,  in  order  to  avoid  a 


loss  of  four  per  cent  in  the  demand  for  her  maaa- 
facturcs. 

To  this  objection  he  answered  that  the  com- 
parison ought  to  be  of  our  consumption,  not  vith 
the  entire  mass  of  her  manufactures,  but  with  the 
part  entering  into  her  foreign  trade ;  and  then  the 
loss  would  not  be  four  per  cent,  but  at  least  twen- 
iv  per  cent  That  this  would  not  be  the  only  los 
sne  would  sustain,  if  she  should  be  unwise  enough 
to  stop  the  intercourse  between  the  United  Sutes 
and  her  Dominions;  that  it  had  been  already 
shown,  that  when  she  apprehended  a  restrictire 
system  on  our  part,  she  was  willing  to  prevent  it, 
by  relaxing  her  restrictive  system ;  that  in  times  of 
war,  when  an  adherence  to  that  system  would  distress 
her,  she  frequently  suspends^ber  Navigation  Act; 
that  at  this  moment  it  is  suspended  in  relation  to 
the  West  Indies ;  that  there  could  be  little  doubt, 
if  the  temporary  necessity  were  likely  to  be  made 
permanent  by  firm  and  judicious  measures  on  oar 
part,  that  the  remedy  for  it  would  be  made  perma- 
nent also. 

6.  It  was  objected  that  the  present  was  an  im- 
proper time  for  such  resolutions. 

The  principal  reason  given  for  this  was,  tbat 
the  negotiation  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  British  Minister  here  was  still  depending.  To 
show  that  this  reason  was  unsound,  Mr.  BIadisoiv 
went  into  an  historical  view  of  what  had  passed  in 
reference  to  commercial  arrangements.  He  read 
the  Message  of  the  President  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  14th  of  February,  1791,  ac- 
quainting them  that  steps  had  been  taken  lo  as- 
certain the  dispositions  of  the  British  Court  on  the 
subject,  and  that  there  was  no  ground  for  iarora- 
able  expectations.  He  stated  that»  in  consequence 
of  this  communication,  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed,  who  reported  that  foreign  ressels  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  bring  into  the  United  States  any 
articles  not  of  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the 
country  to  which  they  belong,  and  that  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  12 j  cents  ought  to  be  laid  on  all 
distilled  spirits,  the  production  of  any  country  or 
place  from  which  vessels  of  the  United  States 
were  not  permitted  to  bring  them ;  that,  it  being 
very  near  the  end  of  the  session  when  this  report 
was  made,  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  an  instruction  to  report  at  the  next  session  an 
account  of  the  foreign  commercial  regulatioDS  af- 
fecting the  United  States,  with  bis  opinion,  ic; 
that  at  the  next  session  a  letter  was  received  from 
that  officer,  intimating  that^  in  the  actual  state  of 
circumstances,  the  report  would  not  be  given  in, 
unle.ss  called  for  by  the  House ;  that,  at  the  present 
session,  the  report  now  before  the  Committee  was 
given  in  without  being  called  for,  and  was,  there- 
fore, a  proof  that  the  circumstances  which  bad 
caused  the  delay  had  vanished,  and  that  at  present 
there  was  nothing  in  train,  according  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  ought  to  re- 
strain the  Legislature  from  proceeding  in  the 
business. 

In  answer  to  suggestions,  that  the  British  Min- 
ister had,  in  the  correspondence  with  the  Secretary 
of  State,  lately  communicated  by  the  Pkesidsnt, 
manifested  a  favorable  disposition,  which  has  not 
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been  improTed,  Mr.  IL  referred  to  the  passages 
which  related  to  this  point     He  read  from  the  first 
letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Hammond,   dated 
Nofember  twenty-nine,  one  thousand  seren  hun- 
dred and  ninety-one,  a  paragraph  requesting  Mr. 
Himraond  **  to  say  whether  he  was  authorized  to 
conclude  or  to  negotiate  arrang^ements  with  us, 
which  may  fix  the  commerce  between  the  two  coun- 
tries on  principles  of  reciprocal  advanUge?'*    To 
thig  request,  Mr.  Hammond,  on  the  thirtieth  No- 
rember,  one  thoosand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one,  answered,  '*  That  the  King  was  sincerely  dis- 
posed to  promote  and  &cilitate  the  commercial 
mtercourse  between  the  two  countries,  and  that  he 
was  aathoriied  to  communicate  to  this  QoTernment 
His  Majesty'^  readinesa  to  enter  into  a  negotiation 
for  establishing  that  intercourse  upon  principles  of 
reciprocal  benefit"    On  December  6th  he  wrote 
to  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  order  to  prevent  misapprehen- 
sion, that,  although  he  was  not  yet  empowered  to 
conclade  any  definitive  arrangement  with  respect  to 
the  commercial  intercourse,  he  still  meant  it  to  be 
QDderKtood  that  he  was  fully  authorized  to  enter 
into  a  negotiation  for  that  purpose,  &c.    The  re- 
ply of  Mr.  Jefferson,  on  the  18th  of  December,  in . 
formed  Mr.  Hammond  that  he  had  laid  his  letters 
before  the  President,  and  was  ready  to  receive  a 
communication  of  his  full  powers  for  entering  into 
tbe  negotiation,  Ac.     This  was  followed,  on  the 
wit  day,  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hammond,  stating 
tbat  he  had  do  special  commission  to  conclude 
tny  definitive  arrangement  upon  the  subject  of 
ammercial  intercourse,  but    that    he    conceived 
kimseJf  ftilly  competent  to  enter  into  negotiation, 
ttd  the  discussion  of  principles  that  might  be  the 
nsis  of  such  definitive  arrangement;  and  that  this 
opioioQ  of  bis  competency  was  founded  on  the 
uwnictions  which  were  to  regulate  his  personal 
f»duct  and  the  general  plenipotentiary  character 
n  which  he  ba J  been  sent  and  received. 

This  letter^  Mr.  Madison  observed,  closed  the 
correspondence  on  tbe  subject  of  commercial  ar- 
nngements,  being  justly  considered  by  the  Execu- 
ti»e  as  a  final  proof  that  the  powers  of  Mr.  Hara- 
Qond  were  inoompeteot  and  irrelative  to  the  object, 
ud  that  it  would  be  improper  to  open  a  formal 
iKgotiation  with  him  under  them.  His  instruc- 
^m  might  be  a  rule  and  a  warrant  to  himself, 
wt^  not  being  even  exhibited,  could  be  no  evidence 
^  bis  authority  to  the  Executive;  and  his  pleni- 
potentiary commission,  in  the  ordinary  form,  could 
nerer  be  understood  as  relating  to  the  special  ob- 
j^  be  proposed  to  discuss.  According  to  the 
Qs^es  of  nations,  a  special  commission  is,  in  such 
(^  always  furnished  and  required.  Mr.  Madi- 
as was  persuaded  that  no  sovereign  in  Europe 
vottld  listen  for  a  moment  to  such  a  claim  as  that 
^f  Mr.  Hammond,  and  that  the  British  Court  would 
l>ave  been  offended  at  such  an  one  from  an  Ameri- 
^Q  Minister.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  the 
Executive  had  equally  consulted  dignity  and  pru- 
^nce  in  silently  dropping  the  subject  in  the  man- 
Aa*  it  did,  until  Mr.  Hammond  should  receive 
vid  produce  adequate  powers  in  the  accustomed 
^^]  as  might  reasonably  be  expected,  if  his 
Court  was  dn^  disposed  to  meet  the  United  States 


in    an    amicable    arrangement  of  commerce    by 
treaty. 

That  the  construction  put  by  Mr.  Hammond  on 
his  powers  was  inadmissible,  appeared  to  Mr. 
Madison  to  result  from  the  construction  itsel£ 
Either  the  general  plenipotentiary  commission 
was  to  be  taken  in  the  technical  and  limited  sense 
in  which  it  is  applied  to  the  ordinary  diplomatic 
objects  of  a  stationary  public  Minister,  or  in  a  lite- 
ral  sense,  without  regard  to  such  limitation.  la 
the  former  sense,  it  clearly  does  not  extend  to  ne- 
gotiations for  a  treaty.  In  the  latter  sense,  it  would 
extend  to  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty,  and  not  mere- 
ly to  negotiation,  as  Mr.  Hammond  explains  aud 
limits  it 

Mr.  Madison  adverted  next  to  the  state  of  the 
correspondence  relating  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  It 
appeared,  he  observed,  that  as  long  ago  as  the  29th 
of  May,  1792,  the  Secretary  of  State  had  addressed 
to  Mr.  Hammond  a  full  explanation  of  our  rights 
and  demands  under  that  treaty ;  that,  on  the  2d  of 
June,  Mr.  Hammond  informed  the  Secretary  that 
he  should  transmit  it  without  delay  for  the  consi- 
deration of  his  Court,  and,  accordingly  did  forward 
it  in  the  course  of  a  few  days ;  that  on  the  13th  of 
November,  1798,  previous  to  the  present  meeting 
of  Congress,  Mr.  Hammond  was  desired  by  the 
Secretary,  in  pursuance  of  a  charge  from  the  Presi- 
DBirr,  to  let  him  know  whether  an  answer  could 
yet  be  given  to  the  letter  of  May  29,  1792.  Mr. 
Hammond  replied  that  it  could  not,  but  he  was 
confident  the  delay  was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  cause  alluded  to  in  a  former  answer 
to  a  similar  request 

The  cause  alluded  to  was  the  interesting  posture 
of  things  in  Europe,  which,  it  was  said,  had  di- 
verted the  attention  of  the  British  Government  to 
objects  of  a  more  pressing  nature;  and  this  con- 
sideration had  been  urged  by  several  members  as 
an  apology  for  the  silence  observed  towards  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Madison  thought  very  differ- 
ently. The  interval  between  the  receipt  of  the 
letter  written  by  the  Secretary  in  May,  1792,  and 
the  accession  of  Great  Britain  to  tbe  war  aeainst 
France,  had  been  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
paring and  sending  the  proper  instructions  to  Mr. 
Hammond.  Mr.  Madison  added,  that  the  pros- 
pect of  being  en^ged  in  new  controversies  of  a 
more  serious  kind,  instead  of  justifying  an  inat- 
tention to  an  existing  one,  ought  to  have  quickened 
the  efforts  for  a  previous  settlement  of  the  latter. 
This  is  the  course  dictated  by  prudence  to  nations 
as  well  as  to  individuals,  and,  where  a  right  dispo- 
sition concurs,  it  is  the  natural  course. 

It  had  been  mentioned,  as  a  further  reason  against 
tbe  commercial  propositions  at  this  time,  that  they 
might  draw  upon  us  the  resentments  of  the  com- 
bined Powers.  Mr.  Madison  could  see  no  ground 
for  such  an  apprehension.  The  combined  Powers 
were  pretty  fully  occupied  with  Prance.  They 
could  have  no  pretext  for  concerning  themselves 
with  us,  in  a  case  where  we  did  not  concern  our- 
selves with  them;  and  there  was  the  less  Voom 
for  imagining  that  the  combination  could  miscon- 
strue the  measure  into  an  offence  against  them,  as 
two  of  the  parties,  Prussia  and  the  United  Nether- 
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Unds,  were  in  treaty  with  the  United  SUtes,  and 
are  favored  by  the  propositions. 

7.  It  was  finally  contended  that,  adnsitting  our 
situation  to  be  such  as  bad  been  described,  the 
mode  propORed  was  an  objectionable  one. 

Mr.  Madison  said  he  had  no  predilections  for 
the  mode,  that  could  prevent  his  givii\g  a  ready 
preference  to  a  better,  if  a  better  should  be  offered. 
And  unless  it  should  be  said  that  the  Legislature 
ought  to  adjourn  without  doing  anything  for  the 
public  relief,  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  those 
who  objected  to  one  proposition  to  substitute  an- 
other that  would  be  less  objectionable.  By  this  he 
meant  a  proposition  not  merely  better  in  itself,  but 
one  that  would  probably  be  thought  so,  both  with- 
in and  without  doors,  and  be  more  likelv  to  coin- 
cide with  the  sentiments  of  eveTj  part  of  the  Union, 
as  well  as  to  conciliate  a  migority  of  voices  in  the 
public  councils. 

The  first  question,  he  said,  was  whether  any- 
thing ought  to  be  done.  If  this  be  decided  in  the 
aflSrmative,  as  he  presumed  to  be  the  sense  of  a 
majority  of  the  Committee,  and  if  war  was  not  in 
contemplation,  as,  of  course,  was  taken  for  granted, 
the  next  question  could  only  lie  between  negotia- 
tion and  commercial  regulations.  Negotiation,  it 
had  been  shown,  was  in  no  train  or  prospect  that 
could  justify  reliance  on  it.  Commercial  regula- 
tions alone  remained.  They  would  be  pacific  in 
their  operation.  They  were  the  means  best  suited 
to  the  temper  of  our  constituents;  and  he  sin- 
cerely believed  that,  if  judiciously  framed,  they 
would  be  more  likely  to  answer  the  reasonable 
purposes  of  the  community  than  any  others  that 
could  be  proposed. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  shall  make  no  apology  for 
again  taking  up  the  time  of  the  Committee  in  the 
discussion  of  a  subject  in  which  the  best  interest 
of  America  is  involved — a  discussion  which  has 
greatly  instructed  my  mind,  and  which  will  tend 
to  remove  prejudices  from  others  as  well  as  it  has 
from  myself;  for  I  will  confess  that,  until  the 
present  subject  had  been  discussed,  I  had  conceived 
that  the  trade  of  America  had  struggled  with 
many  difficulties  arising  from  the  permanent  com- 
mercial system  of  Great  Britain ;  the  inquiry  has 
reduced  the  disadvantage  on  our  commerce  to  one 
solitary  object — that  is,  we  are  not  permitted  to 
carry  our  produce  to  the  West  India  Islanda  Nor 
shall  I  make  any  apology  for  following  immedi- 
ately after  a  gentleman  of  such  powerful  abilities; 
I  shall  not  enter  with  him  into  a  calculation  of 
what  value  of  our  indigo  imported  into  Great 
Britain  is  again  exported  when  it  composes  the 
blue  dye  of  their  cloths,  nor  what  value  of  our  pot 
ash  is  exported  from  Great  Britain  after  it  has 
enhanced  the  value  of  their  bleached  linens.  It 
is  sufficient  for  my  country  that  those  articles 
have  there  found  the  best  markets.  It  matters 
not  the  seller  what  the  buyer  does  with  the  arti- 
cle, provided  he  pays  for  it  My  habits  in  private 
life  have  led  me  to  submit  every  proposition  of 
gain  to  calculation ;  I  use  the  same  rule  in  public 
ufe.     I  asked  what  commercial  advantage  arose 


from  the  treaties?  I  see  none  but  reciprocal  pro- 
tection and  security.  I  asked  what  permanent 
disadvantage  to  our  commerce  from  Great  Briuio, 
(the  Power  aimed  at  ?)  I  am  answered,  the  wny- 
ing  trade  to  the  West  Indies;  on  which  subject  I 
will  now  address  the  Committee. 

It  is  worthy  of  inquiry  to  know  the  adnntiges 
given  by  the  different  nations  having  Colonies  io 
the  West  Indies,  and  the  diiwdvantagcs  arising  to 
us  from  their  restrirtions.  In  the  general  term  of 
West  Indies  I  shall  include  the  sugar  Colonies  on 
the  Continent;  and,  first,  Portugal  permits  no 
kind  of  intercourse  with  her  Colonies  of  Bruil; 
she  supplies  them  with  flour  from  her  own  milk 
Holland  permits  our  provisions  to  Surinam  and; 
Demarara,  but  prohibits  us  from  carrying  from 
thence  anything  but  molasses  and  rum.  The  con- 
sumption of  provisions  is  but  trifling.  Spain  ex- 
cludes us  from  her  Colonies,  except  in  time  oj 
war,  like  the  present,  when  she  permits  (by  par- 
ticular permission)  the  flour  of  this  countrj,  tnti 
allows  our  returns  to  be  made  in  all  the  prodace 
of  the  island.  She  supplies  her  colonies  from 
Cadiz  with  our  flour,  and  wheat  she  imports  fronj 
France.  Denmark  permits  our  ships  and  car^ 
of  flour,  meat,  lumber,  corn,  Ac. ;  and  allows  oui 
returns  to  be  made  in  any  of  the  produce  of  ha 
islands.  From  them  we  are  supplied  with  a  gn:ai 
part  of  the  sugar  we  require. 

[Here  Mr.  Madison  said  that,  by  the  return  o 
the  year  1791,  the  Danish  Islands  only  snppliei 
two  millions  of  pounds  of  sugar.] 

Mr.  Smith.  I  admit  what  the  gentleman  hii 
said ;  for  two  jears  the  crop  at  St  Croix  h« 
failed;  but  I  still  assert  that,  in  common  yetn 
our  great  and  certain  supply  of  the  best  sugars  i 
from  the  Danish  Island — I  mean  in  times  of  peao 
and  tranquility.  I  will  here  observe,  that  Den 
mark,  from  whom  we  receive  such  marked  faro] 
is  implicated  in  the  punishment  these  resolutioD 
intend  to  inflict  France  permits  us,  in  times  < 
peace,  to  carry  in  our  ships  to  her  West  Indif 
fish,  beef,  live  stock,  and  lumber,  and  to  take  oi 
returns  only  in  taffia  and  molasses ;  she  prohibii 
our  pork  and  flour,  except  in  times  of  war  an 
scarcity,  when  she  permits  us  to  carry  both,  ao 
did  permit  us  to  make  our  returns  in  any  oftl 
Island  produce,  until  the  decree  of  the  Nation 
Convention  of  March  last,  which  limits  our  returi 
of  sugar  to  one-tenth,  and  of  coffee  to  one-fifiiel 
of  our  tonnage. 

And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  obserre,  th 
Republicans  know  their  own  interest  better  th] 
Monarchs,  and  I  quote  their  own  decree  to  she 
it  France,  regenerated  France,  will  never  adn 
you  freely  into  her  West  Indies ;  if  she  would^ 
would  give  her  the  restriction  proposed.  But,  s 
France  can  supply  her  own  Islands  with  flour ; 
is  her  interest  to  encourage  her  own  formers.  ! 
far  from  expecting  to  supply  France  with  floi 
you  must  expect  to  meet  her  as  a  rival  in  th 
article  in  the  markets  of  Europe.  In  that  of  Spa 
she  has  always  been  your  only  competitor,  with 
decided  preference  in  favor  of  her  flour.  Th 
why  calculate  on  France  as  a  market  for  to 
flour?    France  gave  orders  for  f^our  in  1772  frc 
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^is  enanti7f  but  required  no  flssistance  from  that 
period  until  1787.  As  a  proof  that  France  will 
not  give  up  her  Colonial  system,  I  will  read  you  a 
Dart  of  two  paragrnphs  from  the  report  of  the 
Navigation  Act,  by  Mr.  Barrere  : 

"The  navigation  of  the  Colonies,  which  entwines 
oar  seaportsi  and  gives  motion  to  all  the  works  of  in- 
dustry, was  participated  In  by  foreigoers^  and  we  were 
calm  spectator^'* 

Again: 

*To  carry  on  ourselves  the  navigation  of  the  Colonies 
is  to  profit  by  the  abolition  of  our  custom  houses,**  Ac 

Here  Mr.  S.  was  requested  to  read  the  third  article 
of  the  Navigation  Act,  which  he  did,  bat  was  ^till 
of  opinion  that  it  did  not,  and  would  not,  alter  the 
Colonlil  system.     It  only  went  to  the  prevention 
of  foreigners  carrying  anything  but  their  own  pro- 
dace  or  manufactures,  but  gave  no  security  to  the 
admission  of  our  trade  freely  to  her  Colonies.    The 
iotrodaetion    and    explanation    preceding  the  act 
showed  clearly  that  they  meant  still  to  have  the 
monopoly  of  the  Colonies.    Great  Britain  draws 
from  as  m  her  own  ships  (only)  all  the  flour,  live- 
»Ujck,  1  amber,   Indian    corn,  rice,  &c.,  that    she 
viQt^  for  her  West  Indies,  and  gives  you  sugar 
ud  ram  in  return.     The  flour,  we  are  informed, 
amounts  to  from  45,000  to  60,000  barrels  per  an- 
num, which  might  be  carried  by  12  to  16  brigs  of 
1,000  barrels,  making  each  four  voyages  per  an- 
Qam.    Shall  we,  then,  quarrel  with  her  because 
»He  will  not  employ  our  vessels  to  carry,  when  she 
tites  from  us  so  large  a  Quantity  of  the  produce 
of  our  lands !    Can  this   be  the  interest  of  the 
fanners  or  millers  of  this  country  ?    If  merchants 
Ropported  this  measure,  they  might  with  truth  be 
Mid  to  be  interested.    She,  in   time  of  war  or 
scarcity,  permits  our  ships  to  carry  to  her  Islands. 
It  13  wid  that  Great  Britain  can  obtain  supplies  of 
floor,  die,  from  no  other  country.     It  is  true  she 
now  depends  on  the  United  States  for  supplies; 
nor  do  I  wish  to  relieve  her  from  a  dependence 
that  assists  to  secure  to  us  her  peaceable  conduct; 
I  doubt  that  policy  which  would  induce  us  to  push 
nations  to  the  necessity  of  exercising  their  indus- 
try to  supply  themselves  elsewhere  with  provi- 
sions.   I  have  already  stated  that  Portugal,  during 
our  Revolution,   was  compelled  by  necessity  to 
erect  mills,  and  has  ever  after  recused  to  admit 
Tear  flour.    I  will  give  another  instance :  Ireland, 
Wing  cat  off  by  our  war  from  her  usual  supolies, 
tnrned  her  attention  to  forming ;  what  has  oeen 
the  consequences  1    Why,  she  has  become  an  ex- 
porter of  wheat,  and  actually  exports  this  year 
more  than  would  supply  the  whole  English  West 
Indies.    Suppose  those  resolutions  should  pass — 
may  not  England   reject  your  flour   (as  France, 
Spain,  and  others  do)  and  thus  encourage  the  Irish 
to  erect  mills?     At  present,  it  is  no  object — for 
their  flour  would  meet  ours  in  competition.    But 
remove  ours,  and  what  the  consequence  would  be, 
mnsl  appear  obvious. 

The  gentleman  has  said,  that  Canada  can  give 
^0  Bupply  of  wheat  or  flour.  He  quotes  Lord 
Sheffield's  book,  written  in  1784,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  oar  opinion  io  1794 ;  and  he  tells  us  that 


Canada  is  compelled  to  take  her  floor  from  the 
United  States,  and  quotes  the  year  1791,  when, 
from  the  wetness  of  their  seed  time,  (in  Spring) 
they  had  not  been  able  to  sow— one  solitary  year ! 
As  well  might  I  say,  that  Philadelohia  and  New 
York  took  their  supplies  from  Queoeo,  becaufse  a 
few  years  past,  they  actually  bought  large  parcels 
of  wheat  there. 

Sir,  I  well  recollect  in  the  year  1773,  to  have 
met  wheat  from  Quebec  in  every  port  of  the  Me- 
diterranean. In  Barcelona,  thero  were  60,000  bar- 
rels from  thence  for  sale  at  one  time.  In  future, 
Lower  Canada  will  have  no  cause  to  fear,  even  if 
her  Spring  should  be  unseasonable;  for  Upper 
Canada  sows  the  fall  wheat,  and  last  year  actually 
(as  I  am  informed  by  an  American  gentleman 
from  Montreal)  sent  for  exportation  300,000  bush- 
els of  wheat  The  ordinary  export  from  Lower 
Canada  is  3  to  600,000  bushels.  The  same  gen- 
tleman informs  me,  that  the  English  companies, 
whose  capitals  are  immense,  have  began  to  erect 
mills.  I  ask  if  England,  with  those  and  other 
means  in  her  power,  may  not  be  able  to  supply  her 
West  Indies  ?  Sir,  I  say  there  is  great  caose  to  fear 
she  will  make  the  attempt. 

The  result  of  these  observations  is,  that  the  ge- 
neral Colonial  system  of  Europe  is  to  monopolise 
to  the  Mother  Country  all  the  supplies  she  is  capa- 
ble of  making^  and  particularly  the  carrying  trade. 
France  and  Spain  excludes  your  flour  from  their 
Colonies,  and,  of  course,  your  carrying  it  Eng- 
land takes  all  the  flour  her  West  Indies  require, 
but  reserves  the  carrying  for  her  own  vessels.  I 
ask,  then,  which  Colonial  system,  that  of  France 
and  Spain,  or  that  of  Great  Britain,  promises  most 
advantage  to  the  farming  and  milling  interests  of 
this  country!  I  ask,  would  any  prudent  nation 
risk  the  certainty  of  supplying  60,000  barrels  of 
flour  per  annum,  for  the  uncertainty  of  forcing 
Great  Britain  to  permit  us  to  carry  it?  The  gen- 
tleman has  stated  that  the  favors  to  our  trade  in 
Great  Britain,  are  only  the  same  we  enjoyed  when 
Colonies.  The  continning  those  favors  to  us  when 
independent,  certainly  does  not  show  any  enmity 
towards  the  United  States. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  had  already  stated  that  the 
American  tonnage  had  increased  as  rapidly  as  the 
capitals  of  our  merchants  and  the  number  of  oar 
seamen  would  permit  But  to  be  more  particiilftr« 
he  would  submit  a  statement  of  its  progress,  since 
the  first  year,  of  the  advantages  proposed  by  the 
existing  laws,  took  effect;  taken  from  the  docu- 
ments now  before  the  Committee : 

Aeeownt  of  all  the  tonnage  entered  in  the  United  Btaiee, 

in  the  years  1190,  1791, 179^ 

^  Tons. 

1790,  American  vessels,     ....        479,091 

1791,  do  do        ...        .        601,790 

1792,  do  do        ...        .        668,288 

1790,  Foreign  vessels,        .        .        .        .        258,919 

1791,  do  do        ...        .        240,799 

1792,  do  do        ...        .        244,268 

1790,  Increase  of  American,      ...  — 

1791,  do  do        ...        .  22.699 

1792,  do  do  ...  .  66,498 
1790,  Decrease  of  Foreign,        ...  — 
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1701,  Decrease  of  Foreign,                .  17,128 

1792,  Increase  of  Foreign,         .                .  8,4G4 
Total  increase  of  American  entries  in  two 

years, 89.182 

Total  decrease  of  Foreign,  in  the  same  time,  14,656 

By  this  statement  every  member  will  »ee  how 
rapidly  oar  tonnage  increased  in  1792.  Our  mer- 
chants then  had  felt  the  advantages  derivincr  from 
the  existing  laws  to  their  shipping,  and  had  com- 
pletely risen  from  the  languor  occasioned  by  the 
insecurity  tinder  the  former  Govern ment.  The 
ship-builders,  and  the  various  useful  mechanics 
nectessary  for  the  promotion  of  commence,  had 
again  collected  to  the  seaports,  and  met  with  full 
employment 

It  appears  that  in  the  year  1792,  there  was  a 
small  increase  of  foreign  tonnage;  but  did  this 
arise  from  an  increase  of  British  tonnage?  No, 
siri  on  the  contrary,  it  will*  appear,  by  examining 
the  document  for  1791  and  1792,  that  the  British 
tonnage  decreased  5,619  tons,  and  that  the  increase 
arose  from  the  French,  who  in  1791  supplied  but 
8,941  tons;  in  1792,  their  tonnage  amounted  to 
fi4,017  tons.  Whence,  Mr.  Chairman,  arose  this 
sudden  increase  of  French  tonnage?  Why,  re- 
generated France  made  a  stroke  at  our  carrying 
Srade,  that  proved  a  complete  monopoly  to  herself 
of  the  carriage  of  ail  our  tobacco  wanted  iii  France 
in  her  own  ships;  this  she  effected  by  laying  a 
duty  of  twenty-five  livres  per  cwt.  on  tobacco  im- 
ported into  France  in  American  bottoms,  when 
that  imported  in  French  ships  paid  but  eighteen 
livres,  malting  a  difference  of  about  46s.  9d.  sterling 
per  hhd.,  when  the  usual  freight  of  a  hhd.  of  to- 
bacco was  but  328.  6d.  sterling  to  France  in  times 
of  peace. 

Mr.  S.  then  asked.  Has  Great  Britain  laid  any 
such  discriminating  duty?  If  she  has,  he  would 
readily  give  his  consent  to  retaliate.  It  will  be 
oonceivM  that  206,000  tons  of  British  shipping 
entered  in  our  ports,  was  still  too  great  a  propor- 
tion  out  of  a  total  of  812,546  tons;  but  did  this 
arise  from  the  trade  to  her  European  Dominions 
from  America?  No,  sir.  It  arose  principally  from 
her  vessels  employed  to  her  West  Indies,  whose 
entries  were  three  to  four  times  per  annum,  and 
to  her  ships  employed  to  the  Mediterranean,  for 
account  of  her  own  merchants.  American  ships 
cannot  go  there  for  fear  of  the  Algerines;  you, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  pleased  at  the  competition 
that  arises  from  their  purchasing  for  the  Mediter- 
ranean market/).  A  demand  is  created  thereby  to 
the  great  advantage  of  our  farmers. 

From  experience,  he  would  venture  to  say  that 
nearly  the  one-half  of  all  the  American  produce 
actiuilly  landed  in  Great  Britain,  is  curried  in 
American  ships,  and  nearly  the  whole  that  is  im- 
ported from  thence.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  unrea- 
Bouable,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  repine  because  we  have 
not  the  whole  ?    It  now  becomes  a  subject  of  in- 

Juiry,  to  know  how  bur  6wn  ships  are  employed, 
t  appears  by  the  document  that  there  were  em- 
ployed from  the  30th  September,  1791,  to  the  30lh 
September,  1792,  to  the  ports  of  the  Powers  in 
treaty  with  us,  actual  tonnage,  145,296;  to  those 
not  in  treaty,  actual  tonnage,  143,099.    Nearly  an 


equal  number  of  tons  to  each  description.  It  ou^bt 
to  be  observed  that  in  that  year  there  were  67.130 
tons  employed  to  the  French  West  Indies.  Ool; 
a  small  part  of  which  ought  to  be  counted  on  ia 
times  of  peace.  But  for  argument*s  sake  let  us  adopt 
the  statement  as  it  stands ;  and  what  will  be  the 
consequence  if  the  proposed  discrimination  shonld 
be  adiipted  ?  Your  third  resolve  proposes  lessen- 
ing the  duty  of  tonnage  on  the  ships  of  Powers  in 
treaty;  your  fourth  proposes  raiKing  the  doty  of 
tonnage  on  the  shipping  of  Powere  not  in  ireatj. 
What  advantages  are  to  derive  to  the  AmericaD 
shipping  from  those  two  resolutions?  He  cuuid 
see  none ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  ho  thought  it  {«ir 
to  suppose,  that  the  Powers  aggrieved  would  re- 
taliate, and  what  then  would  be  the  consequence! 
Why,  143,000  tons  of  our  shipping  would  be  mh- 
jected  to  pay  twenty-five  cents  per  ton,  say,  $35,750 
per  annum,  by  the  resolutions,  without  any  po^ible 
advantage  promised  by  the  systeoi^to  our  own 
shipping. 

Mr.  S.  begged  leave  to  submit  one  other  obserra- 
tion,  which  ought  to  have  weight.  The  document 
already  referred  to  Mhows  that  61,889  tons  of  Ame- 
rican shipping  were  employed  to  England  and 
her  European  dependencies  alone — when  to  tli« 
European  ports  of  all  the  Powers  in  treaty  tht^re 
were  employed  the  same  year  but  26,790  toiis. 
Why,  then,  would  you  risk  a  ground  so  dangerous, 
so  delicate,  as  that  of  discrimination  ?  It  hns  ken 
said  that  Spain  and  Portugal  are  not  their  own 
carriers,  and  therefore  will  not  feel  tbems«lve* 
offended.  It  is  true  they  do  not  carry  all  iber 
want  from  us,  but  they  employ  enough  of  t)i«r 
shipping  to  our  ports  to  feel  the  affront.  In  J 79 1, 
they  entered  9,098  tons.  Franco  the  same  year 
entered  but  8,982  tons  in  our  ports.  Denmark,  who 
is  to  feel  the  effect  of  those  resolves,  in  1791  enter- 
ed 1,619  tons  of  their  shipping,  when  Swedeu,  who 
is  to  be  relieved,  entered  but  361  tons. 

The  result,  then,  sir^  of  this  inquiry  is,  that  no 
possible  good  can  accrue  to  your  navigiition  from 
those  resolutions,  and  that  much  probable  injury 
may  take  place  from  the  retaliation  of  the  Powere 
who  cannot  but  think  themselves  aggrieved. 

Mr.  Scott  said,  that  the  subject  might  be  re- 
duced  to  a  few  tdmple  questions ;  first,  are  we  in 
such  a  situation  as  we  have  a  right  to  expect  ?  If 
this  be  answered  in  the  negative,  the  second  ques- 
tion is,  can  we  better  our  condition  t  And  third, 
are  these  resolutions  the  proper  remedy?  One 
leading  feoture  in  the  Opposition  is,  that  we  ought 
to  separate  commerce  from  politics.  This  was 
impossible.  It  was  curious  to  observe  the  oppo- 
site ground  upon  which  these  resolutions  bad  been 
opposed.  One  s^t  of  gentlemen  siiid,  that  they 
were  so  comprehensive  and  so  formidable,  th^t 
they  would  at  once  plunge  us  into  a  war  with  Bri- 
tain. Another  said,  that  they  were  such  a  milk- 
and-water  piece  of  stuff,  that  Britain  would  look 
on  them  with  a  smile  of  contemptuous  pity.  He 
believed  that  Britain  would  submit  to  many  re- 
strictions and  disadvanUiges,  rather  than  gh^  "P 
our  trade.  Some  gentlemen  had  said,  that  we  did 
not  consume  to  the  value  of  more  than  two  niil- 
lions  sterling ;  but,  say  that  it  was  ten  millions  of 
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doIlir&  The  United  States  contaia  four  millions 
lod  a  half  of  people.  Upon  an  averafi^e,  their 
bedding  and  clothing  was  at  least  ten  dollars  each 
per  annum.  All  the  manufactures  we  had  from 
firiuin,  supposing  that  thej  consisted  of  nothing 
iSa/t  but  clothing,  were  only  ten  millions,  and  the 
other  thirty-five  millions  were  manufactured  In  the 
country.  But  as  in  fact  not  more  than  one  half  at 
the  rerr  utmost  of  the  importations  from  Britain, 
were  of  clothing  of  any  kind,  so,  not  more  than  five 
millions  out  of  the  forty-five,  or  one  ninth  part  of 
the  vhole,  was  furnished  from  Britain.  This  de- 
monstrated that,  as  to  cloth  manufactures,  we 
were  not  in  that  humiliating  state  of  dependence  in 
which  some  people  were  so  fond  of  representing  us 

to  be. 

Hr.  SnTH,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  before  be  en- 
tered into  a  consideration  of  the  arguments  of  the 
pntleiDan  from  Virginia,  he  should  avail  himself 
of  the  opportunity  of  correcting  some  misstatements 
of  his  own  aiguments,  which  bad  been  made  by 
tbt  gentleman. 

He  had  been  represented  as  having  stated  it  as  a 
bs<ix  to  this  country,  that  Great  Britain  admit- 
ted oar  productions  into  her  West  Indies.  Mr.  S. 
ttid,  be  bad  only  stated,  that  the  exclusion  of  the 
pfodactions  of  all  other  countries,  was  a  preference 
ptu  to  ours,  which  was  not  given  by  the  commer- 
ciil  system  of  France.  He  was  also  represented 
bj  the  gentleman,  as  having  argued,  "that  the 
Toited  States  ought  not  to  complain  of  the  usage 
of  Great  Britain,  if  she  used  them  as  well  as 
«ther  nations;*^  whereas,  Mr.  S.  said,  his  reason- 
ing Tent  to  show,  that  her  commercial  system 
I^ced  us  on  a  better  footing  than  it  did  other  na- 
tions. Again,  he  was  made  to  say,  by  the  gentle- 
iDan,  "  that  if  Qreat  Britain  used  us  ill,  she  like- 
vise  used  every  other  nation  ill,  and  we  therefore 
oogbt  to  bear  it  patiently.'*  Mr.  S.  declared,  he 
bad  said  no  such  thing ;  he  had  ai*gued  only  that 
the  exclusion  of  our  vessels  from  an  indirect  com- 
merce with  her,  and  from  the  entry  into  her  Isl- 
>Qds>,  was  a  part  of  her  Navigation  Act  and  Colony 
«j»t«m,  and  extended  to  all  other  nations  as  well  as 
the  Coiled  States. 

Tbe  gentleman,  in  adverting  to  his  having  taken 
for  tbe  epoch  of  his  comparative  view,  the  period 
antecedent  to  the  pending  French  Revolution,  as 
tbt  settled  order  of  things,  had  attempted,  by  an 
QQcaodid  distortion  of  his  ai^ument,  to  wrest  bis 
Rasooing  from  a  commercial  to  a  political  subject, 
^  the  purpose  of  representing  him  as  deeming 
the  Monarchy  of  France  the  only  settled  order  of 
tbiogi.  It  was  true,  he  had  confined  his  view  of 
ibe  two  commercial  systems  to  that  epoch ;  in  this 
be  had  onlv  pursued  the  ideas  and  spirit  of  Mr. 
JcFiEasoN  himself,  who,  speaking  in  his  report  of 
the  recent  alterations  in  the  condition  of  our  com- 
merce, says,  *'  to  have  described  all  these,  would 
bare  been  as  impracticable  as  useless,  since  the 
■ctoes  would  have  been  shifting  while  under  de- 
Kription.  I  therefore  think  it  best  to  leave  the 
^port  as  it  was  formed,  being  adapted  to  a  parti- 
^  point  of  time,  when  things  were  in  their 
ftttied  order,  that  is  to  say,  the  Summer  of  1792." 
V.  S.  observed,  that  France  was  at  the  time  a 


Monarchy,  and  he  had  been  governed  by  the  same 
idea  as  Uie  Secretary  of  State,  in  stopping  at  that 
period,  when  a  state  of  Revolution  gave  birth  to 
changes  in  her  permanent  system,  and  induced  de- 
viations fh>m  what  would  be  the  ordinary  course 
of  things. 

The  propriety  of  limiting  the  view  to  that  epoch 
was  obvious,  from  the  concession  of  tbe  member 
himself,  who,  having  stated  that  American  vessels 
were  permitted  to  be  naturalized  in  France,  and 
being  informed  by  Mr.  S.,  that  the  first  National 
Assembly  took  away  that  privilege  (as  mentioned 
in  the  report)  had  been  compelled  to  acknowledge 
the  existence  of  fluctuations  in  her  system  since 
the  Revolution.  This  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  S. 
said,  was  more  favorable  to  France  than  one 
which  should  embrace  the  present  period,  her  an- 
cient commercial  system  being  on  the  whole  more 
favorable  to  this  country  than  it  is  at  this  time. 
He  had  been  also  represented  by  the  same  gentle- 
man, as  ^*  having  admitted  that  it  was  a  hardship 
to  have  our  trade  monopolised  by  one  nation,  and 
having  at  the  same  time  advised  to  make  no  efforts 
for  putting  an  end  to  it.''  This  was  directly  the 
reverse  of  his  sentiments,  which  was,  **  that  it  was 
advisable  not  to  depend  on  any  one  nation  for  our 
necessary  supplies,  but  that  the  proper  remedy 
was  by  a  mode,  not  the  objects  of  the  resolutions, 
nor  contemplated  by  tbe  report,  namely,  an  effica- 
cious system  of  encouragement  to  our  own  manu- 
fiictures,  and  not  subjecting  our  citizens  to  the  ex- 
pense of  premiums  for  the  encouragement  of  those 
of  other  countries." 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  Mr. 
Madison's  arguments.  The  gentleman  had  said 
that  wheat  and  flour  were  admitted  by  a  standing 
law  duty  free  into  the  French  West  Indies.  The 
report  states  the  contrary  to  be  the  fact  **  France," 
says  the  report,  **  by  a  standing  law,  permits  her 
West  India  possessions  to  receive  directly  our  veg- 
etables, live  provisions,  horses,  wood,  tar,  pitch,  and 
turpentine,  rice  and  maize,  and  prohibits  our  other 
bread  stuff." 

.  The  gentleman  had  been  much  displeased  at  his 
having  commented  on  the  omission  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  mention,  that,  while  the  tobacco  of  the 
United  States  paid  in  Great  Britain  a  duty  of  Is. 
8d.,  all  other  foreign  tobacco  paid  8s.  6d.  As  an 
apology  for  that  omission,  (which  Mr.  S.  could 
not  but  deem  material,  especially  as  the  Secretary 
laid  great  stress  on  other  duties,)  the  gentleman 
had.  alleged  that  the  circumstance  was  perfectly 
immaterial,  inasmuch  as  the  duty  of  Is.  8d.  was 
itself  so  high  as  to  diminish  the  consumption,  and 
inasmuch  as  there  was  no  other  country  which 
conld  be  our  competitor  in  that  article.  To  this 
he  answered,  first,  that  tobacco  bein^  an  article 
not  of  necessity  but  of  caprice,  and  bemg  consum- 
ed in  small  quantity  by  each  individual,  a  high 
duty  could  not  be  fbft;  secondly,  that  tobacco  was 
obtainable  fVom  other  countries.  It  appeared,  from 
documents  of  authority,  that  in  the  years  1744,  5, 
6,  the  imports  of  tobacco  into  Great  Britain  had 
been  annually  about  62,000  hogsheads,  of  which 
only  44,000  were  from  the  American  Colonies, 
the  residue,  18,000,  being  from  other  countries. 
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From  the  same  documents  it  further  appears,  that 
in  1774,  Great  Britain  imported  from  the  Ameri- 
can Colonies  96,000  hogsheads,  which  was  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  tobacco  she  imported  that  year. 
The  inference  resulting  from  this  circumstance  is, 
that  the  difference  of  duty  in  favor  of  American 
tobacco  had  then  destroyed  a  competition  which 
did  before  exist  He  admitted  that  this  discrimi- 
nation of  duties  in  our  favor  was  a  relic  of  her  Co- 
lony system,  but  its  object  was  to  encourage  the 
growth  of  tobacco  in  this  country  by  giving  to  it  a 
monopoly  of  the  British  market,  and  it  appeared 
that  this  object  was  obtained ;  and  it  was  to  be  in- 
ferred, that  a  continuance  of  tlie  effect  was  procured 
by  a  continuance  of  the  system.  If  we  have  not 
much  competition  now,  it  does  not  follow  that  it 
might  not  arise.  What  is  there  to  hinder  its  being 
raised  on  equally  good  terms  in  any  quantity  in 
any  of  the  Southern  parts  of  this  Continent  in  pos- 
session of  the  different  Powers  of  Edrope,  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  Holland? 

Portugal,  it  had  been  said,  could  not  be  our  com- 
petitor, for  she  received  our  tobacco.  The  report 
says  that  it  is  prohibited.  He  understood  some 
small  quantity  bad  been  smuggled  to  that  coun- 
try ;  it  was  certain  that  only  62  hogsheads  had 
been  exported  thither  the  year  before  last,  and  on- 
ly five  the  last  year.  In  comparing  the  footing  on 
which  our  commerce  stood. with  Fnxice  and  Great 
Britain,  the  gentleman  had  dwelt  on  particular 
circumstances.  This  was  not  a  fair  mode  of  com- 
parison. The  question  ought  to  be  an  aggregate 
one ;  are  we  as  well,  upon  the  whole,  with  this  or 
that  country  ?  If  we  are,  we  ought  not  to  deal  out 
a  worse  measure  to  one  than  to  another.  The  in- 
direct commerce  which  Great  Britain  denies  us, 
and  which  France  till  lately  granted  us,  is  not  at 
present  very  material  to  us,  as  we  could  not  mul- 
tiply our  navigation  enough  to  derive  great  bene- 
fit from  it,  without  injury.  To  divert  our  capital 
firom  more  profitable  branches  to  the  mere  carry- 
ing trade  would  be  unwise;  it  is  desirable  only  to 
a  country  like  Holland,  of  little  production  and 

great  capital;  but  even  France  now  excludes  us 
oni  the  indirect  commerce  with  her  by  her  late 
Navigation  Act  The  systems  of  the  two  countries, 
then,  in  respect  to  navigation  in  Europe,  stand 
precisehr  on  the  same  footing ;  and  in  respect  to 
their  West  Indies,  the  war  has  let  our  vessels  into 
the  British,  as  well  as  the  French  Islands,  and 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  our  right  to  send  our 
vessels  to  the  French  islands  will  terminate  with 
the  war. 

To  depreciate  the  discrimination  in  our  favor  in 
the  British  islands,  by  the  exclusion  of  the  produce 
of  other  nations,  the  gentleman  had  said  the  exclu- 
sion was  only  a  matter  of  form  and  a  remnant  of 
the  old  Colony  system. 

Mr.  S.  said,  this  was  no  answer  to  say  it  was  a 
remnant  of  the  Colony  system.  That  system 
aimed  at  peculiar  privileges  to  the  national  do- 
minions ;  as  for  as  we,  being  foreigners,  still  par- 
take of  those  privileges,  it  is  to  our  advantage. 
Suppose  under  that  old  system  we  had  continued 
to  enio^  the  right  of  navigating  to  the  islands, 
would  it  have  been  a  disparagement  of  the  right 


that  it  was  only  a  remnant  of  the  old  Colony  sys- ' 
tem  ?  Neither  was  it  true  that  it  was  only  matter 
of  form,  and  of  no  consequence.  Though  we  ain 
in  general  supply  the  islands  better  than  other  na- 
tions, it  does  not  follow  that  others  could  not  supply 
at  all.  The  French  Colonies  could  not  get  flour 
on  as  good  terms  as  #e  can  furnish  them ;  yet  that 
article  was  prohibited,  and  in  general  they  were 
supplied  from  France.  So,  though  in  general  the 
British  Colonies  could  not  be  supplied  equally  as 
well  as  from  us,  yet  in  yeara  of  scarcity  in  this 
country,  and  of  plenty  elsewhere,  a  competition 
might  injure  us.  Why  could  not  rice,  in  particular, 
be  supplied  from  the  Portuguese  Dominions  in  com- 
petition  with  ours? 

Much  reliance  had  been  placed  by  the  gentle- 
man on  the  disproportion  of  American  and  Britiish 
tonnage  employed  in  the  commerce  between  the 
two  countries.  He  had  stated  that  in  1790,  the  Bri- 
tish tonnage  was  211,000,  the  American  only  43,000. 
But  Mr.  S.  observed,  the  comparison  was  not  accu- 
rate ;  the  rule  pursued  by  the  gentleman  was  en- 
try, not  real  tonnage;  and  as  we  have  no  direct 
tonnage  with  the  British  West  Indies,  from  which 
entries  are  frequent,  the  British  tonnage  is  swelled 
by  that  frequency  of  entries,  as  happened  in  the 
case  of  the  American  tonnage  employed  between 
the  British  and  the  French  Dominions.  The 
House  having  no  materials  before  them,  it  was  im- 
possible to  pronounce  how  far  this  circumstance 
varied  the  true  proportion,  but  it  was  easy  to  see 
that  it  must  do  it  greatly. 

Arguments  had  been  likewise  drawn  from  the 
greater  proportion  of  our  tonnage  employed  in  our 
trade  with  Spain,  Portugal,  &c. 

Mr.  S.  thought  the  principle  of  comparison  was 
a  proof  of  nothing,  except  that  Britain  was  a  more 
navigating  power  than  the  nations  in  general  with 
whom  we  have  commerce.  It  was  no  test  of  the 
system  of  either.  This  was  evident  when  we  com- 
pared the  proportion  of  our  tonnage  with  Britain, 
and  with  Spain  and  Portugal;  for,  as  the  latter, 
equally  with  Britain,  excluded  us  from  their  Co- 
lonies, their  systems  were  essenttallv  the  same. 
But  Britain  has  extensive  means  of  navigation, 
Spain  and  Portugal  slender  means,  so  that  while 
our  bottoms  were  the  principal  carriers  between 
those  countries  and  us,  Britain  maintained  a  com- 
petition with  us  in  the  trade  between  her  Domi- 
nions and  us.  But  could  it  be  proved  that  this 
was  either  avoidable  in  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  country,  or  that  we  ought  to  attempt  to 
avoid  it  by  violent  or  forced  expedients?  Thenari- 

fiting  States  in  the  European  trade  between  the 
ritish  Dominions  and  the  United  States  preponde- 
rate greatly  in  the  article  of  tonnage.  Qreki  Bri- 
tain may  have  the  advantage  in  the  non-navigating 
States ;  this  arises  in  a  great  degree  from  a  cau<;e 
which  navieation  laws  cannot  cure — the  sapcriori- 
ty  of  capital.  The  merchants  of  Britain  can  sup- 
ply on  long  credits,  what  those  of  our  navigating 
States  cannot ;  they  have  more  means  to  purchase 
and  export  the  commodities  of  the  South ;  from 
both  causes  they  carry  on  a  considerable  part  o! 
the  Southern  trade,  and  they  make  their  own 
shipping  the  instrument  of  it    No  means  calca- 
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lated  to  multiplv  our  vessels  can,  under  existing 
circumstances,  obviate  this  course  of  things.  But 
the  remedy  of  violent  and  forced  expedients  would 
be  pernicious,  if  it  could  be  successful.  It  would 
diTert  oar  capital  in  too  great  a  degree  from  the 
better  to  the  worse  business;  from  agriculture, 
commerce.  And  manufactures,  to  mere  navigation. 
The  true  course,  he  thought,  was  to  foster  our  na- 
Tigttion  by  gradual  and  moderate  encouragements, 
and  to  expect^  from  time  and  the  increase  of  re- 
sources, the  advantages  of  which  we  were  solici- 
tous, in  the  mean  time,  and  till  our  resources 
could  be  better  matured,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
demonstrate  that  it  was  not  a  convenience  to  us  to 
have  the  aid  of  foreign  means.  Mr.  S.,  to  strengthen 
bis  argument  on  this  point,  quoted  a  passage  from 
Mr.  Jefpebson's  letter  to  Mr.  Mokkis,  the  Minister 
in  France,  in  the  printed  correspondence,  page  68, 
in  these  words : 

"  Were  the  merchant  vessels  coming  for  our  produce 
forbidileQ  to  have  any  arms  for  their  defence,  every  ad- 
Teoturer  who  has  a  boat,  or  money  enough  to  buy  one, 
vould  make  her  a  privateer ;  our  coasts  would  swarm 
vith  them;  foreign  vessels  must  cease  to  come,  our 
oumnierce  most  be  suppressed,  our  produce  remain  on 
our  hantis,  or  at  least  that  great  portion  of  it  which  we 
iuve  not  vessela  to  carry  away,  our  ploughs  must  be 
laid  aside,  and  agriculture  suspended.  Tliis  is  a  sacri- 
fice DO  treaty  could  e\'er  contemplate,  and  which  we 
are  not  disposed  to  make  out  of  mere  complaisance  to 
a  falie  deioition  of  the  term  privateer.** 

He  begged  the  Committee  to  remark,  that  this 
related  to  a  British  ship,  and  that  they  were  the 
principal  foreign  carriers  of  our  produce ;  yet  the 
tendency  of  the  gentleman's  propositions  went  to 
exclude  them  from  our  ports.  We  receive  from 
Britain,  said  the  gentleman,  whatever  she  pleased 
to  send  us,  while  she  refused  our  principal  staple. 
Mr.  S.  denied  both  these  positions ;  they  were  not 
founded  in  any  s^enae.  1.  The  staple  alluded  to 
vas  flour  and  grain.  This  the  regulations  of  Bri- 
tain excluded  from  her  home  markets,  except  in 
cafes  of  extraordinary  demand ;  but  in  her  West 
India  markets  the  staple  was  free,  so  that  the  as- 
sertion was  much  too  general  Our  flour  and 
grain  were  admitted  in  those  of  her  markets  where 
perhaps  it  most  interested  us  that  they  should  be, 
where  the  demand  was  constant ;  they  were  sub- 
ject to  impediments  in  those  of  her  markets  where 
the  demand  would,  from  the  nature  of  things,  be 
only  occasional ;  while  France,  on  the  contrary, 
by  her  permanent  system,  received  this  article 
only  in  her  home  markets,  where  there  could  be 
no  demand  fbr  it  in  ordinary  times,  and  excluded 
it  from  her  West  India  markets,  where  there 
would  be  a  constant  demand.  2.  It  was  not  true 
that  we  received  indiscriminately  the  manufac- 
tures of  Britain.  We  endeavor  to  exclude,  in  the 
same  sense  that  she  excludes  our  flour  and  grain, 
(viz:  by  prohibitory  duties,)  all  of  them  that  we 
think  ourselves  able  to  supply  ourselves  with,  for 
instance,  candles,  cheese,  soaps,  nails  and  spikes, 
steel,  cables  and  cordage,  boots  and  shoes,  and,  in- 
deed, the  manufactures  of  leather  generally,  beer 
and  porter,  and  many  other  articles.  The  gentle- 
man was  astonished  at  the  vast  prevalency  of  Bri- 


tish nmnufactures  in  the  United  States.  But  there 
was  no  ground  for  astonishment  to  those  who  at- 
tended to  facts.  The  true  and  natural  reason  is, 
because  Britain  furnishes  better,  as  to  quality  and 
price,  than  any  other  country,  most  of  the  more 
solid  and  useful  kinds  of  manufacture,  and  those 
of  the  most  extensive  consumption;  generally 
speaking,  she  was  rivalled  elsewhere  only  in  luxu- 
ries and  fripperies.  Mr.  S.  said,  if  the  gentleman 
had  been  astonished,  he  had  been  no  less  so  at  the 
idea  of  excluding  British  luxuries  for  French  ma- 
nufactures; from  the  best  information  he  had  ob- 
tamed,  the  most  solid  and  useful  articles  came 
from  Britain,  the  frivolous,  luxurious,  and  unne- 
cessary ones,  from  France.  He  had  procured 
from  a  merchant  trading  with  France  a  copy  of 
an  order  for  a  French  cargo,  such  as  is  usually 
sent,  and  it  supported  him  in  his  assertion.  Mr. 
S.  read  the  order,  which  consisted  of  fans,  cam- 
brics, lawns,  lute-strings,  modes  and  satins,  silk 
stockings,  shoes,  shoe-patterns  and  slippers,  walk- 
ing-canes, watches,  feathers  and  flowers,  gloves, 
laces  and  edgings,  ribands,  tiffany,  crape,  hair 
powder,  human  hair  for  braids,  combs,  essences, 
perfumery,  sweetmeats,  mirrors,  made-up  milli- 
nery, gold  and  silver  thread  and  spangles,  gold  and 
silver  cord,  ornamented  fancy  time-pieces,  silk  vel- 
vets, umbrellas,  &c.  These  were  the  substitutes 
for  the  manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  wool,  cotton, 
and  leather,  which  the  gentleman  wished  to  ex- 
clude by  the  duties  contemplated  in  his  proposi- 
tions. 

The  balance  of  trade  was  said  to  be  against  us 
in  our  trade  with  Britain,  and  in  our  favor  with 
other  nations.  Mr.  S.  said,  the  ideas  advanced  as 
to  this  point  were  of  the  last  century,  and  were 
now  exploded  by  all  enlightened  politicians.  The 
only  sense  in  which  the  question  could  be  inte- 
resting to  U.S,  respected  the  balance  of  our  whole 
trade  with  all  the  world,  not  with  a  particular 
country.  It  was  immaterial  whether  it  was  against 
us  in  this  country,  or  in  our  favor  with  that ;  the 
inquiry  should  be,  how  it  stood  upon  the  whole  f 
And,  for  it  to  stand  well  upon  the  whole,  the  beat 
expedient,  as  it  regarded  our  internal  commerce, 
was,  to  get  what  we  want  where  it  could  be  ob- 
tained cheapest  and  best,  and  to  have  as  great  a 
choice  of  markets  as  possible  for  what  we  have  to 
sell,  by  which  means  we  secure  the  best  price. 
Measures  tending  to  change  this  course  of  tnings 
were  the  best  that  could  be  devised  to  render  the 
aggregate  balance  disadvantageous  to  this  coun- 
try. Mr.  S.  illustrated  his  position  by  the  follow- 
ing statement:  Suppose  the  whole  amount  of  our 
imports  to  be  as  200,  Britain  furnishing  150, 
France  60 ;  suppose  our  exports  also  equal  to  200, 
Britain  taking  150,  France  50;  here  the  balance 
of  our  whole  trade,  according  to  the  rule  adopted, 
would  be  equal.  Suppose  Britain  furnished  her 
manufactures  ten  per  cent  cheaper  than  France, 
and  that  regulations  were  adopted  which  should 
have  the  effect  of  equalizing  our  exports  and  im- 
ports to  and  from  both  countries ;  Britain,  in  this 
case,  would  furnish  only  one-half  of  our  imports, 
which  would  cost  us  the  same  as  before;  but 
France  would  have  to  furnish  us  with  an  addi- 
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tional  quantity  equal  to  what  cost  in  Britain  for- 
merly 50 ;  but,  as  commodities  with  her,  by  the 
supposition,  are  ten  per  cent  dearer,  the  same  sup- 
ply would  now  cost  65.  Our  account  of  imports 
and  exports  would  then  stand  thus : 


IMPORTS. 


From  Britain  .  -  .  . 

From  France,  former  supply 
Additional  supply  of  50,  transported  from 
Britain,  costing  ten  per  cent  more 


100 
50 

56 

206 


■XPORTS. 


To  Britain 
To  France 


.    100 
-    100 


200 


Here  it  is  evident  the  excess  of  imports  to  ex- 
port's ^^  ^^^  same  scale  of  supply,  would  be  as 
five,  so  that  what  is  called  the  balance  of  trade, 
before  equal,  would  now  be  turned  against  us  in 
the  proportion  of  five.     Thus  the  notable  plan  for 
giving  us  a  more  favorable  balance  of  trade  would 
end  in  rendering  it  less  favorable,  by  diverting  us 
from  those  sources  where  we  can  get  supplied  on 
the  best  terms,  to  others  where  we  should  be  sup- 
plied on  worse  terms.     Great  Britain,  the  gentle- 
man had  assured  the  Committee,  would  not  dare 
to  contend  with  us,  because  we  could,  by  our  regu- 
lations, turn  250,000  of  her  manufacturers  out  of 
employ.     But  would  not  those  regulations,  and 
the  counter-regalations  which  might  be  adopted, 
operate  injuriously  on  a  much  larger  number  of 
persons  in  the  United  States?    Would  not  all  the 
owners  and  cultivators  of  land  suffer  materially 
by  the  loss  of  the  best  market  for  half  of  our  whole 
exports  ?    The  evil  to  Britain  would  be  partial,  to 
us  general,  depreciating  the  whole  landed  pro- 
perty of  the  country.    If  there  were  expected  a 
clamor  in  Britain  which  was  to  drive  her  Govern- 
ment into  a  repeal  of  her  Navigation  Act,  we 
ought  to  anticipate  a  clamor  from  our  farmers  and 
landholders,  when  they  found  their  produce  rot- 
ting in  warehouses,  and  were  compelled  to  pay 
twentj -five  per  cent   more  for   their    necessary 
supplies.     When  the  gentleman  stated  the  causes 
of  failure  of  the  attempt,  in  1784,  by  separate 
States,  to  regulate  our  foreign  commerce,  he  had 
imputed  them  entirely  to  the  want  of  a  Federal 
Government      But  Mr.  S.  was  of  opinion  that 
they  were  principally  ascribable  to  the  diversity 
of  local  interests  and  habits  in  the  Sutes.     Did 
that  diversity  less  exist  at  this  time?    Would  it 
not  produce  similar  effects?    And  would  not  regu- 
lations which  might  be  pleasing  to  some  parts  of 
the  Union  prove  so  intolerable  to  others  that  they 
would  not  cease  to  complain  till  they  could  effect 
A  repeal  of  the  grievance?    As  far  as  the  fact, 
then,  with  regard  to  past  experiments,  could  guide, 
\i  was  against  the  proposition.    Former  regula- 
tions produced  inconvenience,  and  were  abandon- 
ed.   So  jealous  were  the  Southern  States  of  this 
power  in  the  hands  of  Congress  to  regulate  trade. 


that  the  delegates  of  some  of  them  would  not 
cede  to  the  present  Constitution,  until  it  was 
pulated  that  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
nate  should  be  necessary  to  the  formation  of  1 
ties.  It  was  not,  however,  true  that  250, 
British  manufacturers  would  be  thrown  oat 
employ.  Our  supplies  would  still  consist  of 
tish  manufactures,  though  circuitously  obtai 
as  admitted  by  the  gentleosan  himself  and 
dearer  rates,  because  we  cannot  fill  the  ch 
ourselves,  and  there  is  no  other  country  wb| 
can.  But  we  are  to  starve  her  West  India  Isli 
Those  who  felt  an  abhorrence  at  the  attempt 
the  part  of  the  combined  Powers  to  reduce 
French  by  starving  them,  now  viewed  with  o 
posure  the  prospect  of  reducing  the  British  nati 
to  our  own  terms,  by  starving  the  inhabitants 
the  West  Indies,  who  at  least  are  innocent  of 
charges  preferred  against  the  Mother  Countrj 
Mr.  S.  was  satisfied  the  American  character  w^ 
not  of  a  nature  to  tolerate  such  a  project  as  thi 
of  starving  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  Island! 
The  philanthropy  of  our  fellow-citizens  wouli 
urge  the  repeal  of  any  law  producing  such  dir 
effects.  Nay,  the  member  himself  would  b 
prompted  by  his  humanity  to  be  among  the  foit 
most  to  repeal  it  But  the  idea  was  extravagant 
We  want  to  sell,  as  much  as  they  to  buy ;  if  the] 
could  not  obtain  the  requisite  supplies  elsewhere 
they  would  go  to  them  circuitously  from  us. 

A  pleasing  picture  had  been  drawn  of  the  bene 
fits  which  would  result  to  our  navigation  by  i 
transfer  of  our  commerce  from  Britain  to  France 
The  actual  quantity  of  our  tonnage  for  a  yeai 
ending  80th  September,  1792,  with  the  differeo 
Powers,  Mr.  S.  stated,  as  follows : 
With  the  Dominions  of  France  - 
With  those  of  Great  Britain 
With  those  of  the  United  Netherlands 
With  those  of  Spain 
With  those  of  Portugal  - 
With  those  of  Denmark  - 
With  those  of  Sweden 

From  this  view  it  appears  that  our  actual  too 
nage  is  greater  with  the  British  Dominions  tbft 
with  those  of  any  other  country,  except  France 
and  it  had  been  shown  that  this  excess  was  advei 
titious  and  temporary.  Our  navigation  with  tb 
European  Dominbns  of  Great  Britain  was  &),88 
tons;  with  those  of  France  only  14,777,  that  ii 
more  than  four  to  one.  This  difference  might  b 
considered  of  a  permanent  nature;  that  whic 
was  derived  from  Colony  advantages,  as  precarioi: 
and  temporary,  because  contrary  to  the  genen 
principle  of  the  Colonial  policy  of  all  the  Eun 
pean  nations,  and  contrary  to  the  ^^^j  principh 
of  the  new  French  Navigation  Act  The  gentli 
man  had  ascribed  our  late  increase  of  navig»tio 
to  temporary  causes.  It  would,  however,  be  foua 
to  be  principally  applicable  to  our  trade  with  tb 
British  Dominions,  and  therefore  not  so,  but  tt 
result  of  our  regulation&  In  this  respect  oi 
statements  terminate  with  the  year  1792,  a  peric 
prior  to  the  effect  of  any  temporary  causes  affec 
ing  Britain.  It  had  been  said  if  we  transfer  o\ 
exports  from  Britain  to  France,  we  shall  increai 


82,511 
66,581 
61,93* 
28,40 
24,86! 
12,21 
1,85 
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OBT  naWgttion  ten-fold.  But  would  a  vote  of  the 
Bouse  make  thtt  transfer  ?  Would  it  create  a 
demind  for  oar  exports  in  France  which  did  not 
aki  Why  had  she  not  taken  a  greater  propor- 
tion hitherto  f  Was  it  not  because  she  had  not  a 
demnd  for  them!  Great  Britain,  said  the  gen- 
tienan,  could  not  obtain  elsewhere  the  articles 
lith  which  we  supply  her.  Mr.  S.  examined  this 
pirt  of  the  argument  under  the  different  heads. 
ffW,  Tiz :  mastSf  spars,  timber,  boards,  staves.  It 
ns  \m  than  thirty  years  since  Britain  derived 
bff  sapplj  of  those  articles  almost  wholly  from 
ither  countries,  namely,  Russia,  Sweden,  Nor- 
nj,  and  Germany.  The  latter,  through  Hol- 
luHi,  supplied  the  greatest  part  of  Europe  with 
Mk  timber,  pipe,  hogshead,  and  barrel  staves,  in 
ihicb  we  U?e  less  to  fear  from  competition  than 
ia  respect  to  other  articles;  indeed,  without  some 
ffin  idvantages,  we  could  not  well  maintain  a 
foajpetilion  with  the  countries  on  the  Baltic,  in 
tile  European  trade  of  wood,  owing  principally  to 
m  greater  distance,  which  makes  the  freight 
tiitch  higher  from  this  country  than  from  the 
BiStic;  hence,  probably,  it  is,  that  we  ship  so  little 
to  France. 

Tar  and  pitch.  Britain  used  formerly  to  derive 
^  supply  of  these  articles  also  from  the  Baltic, 
priocipaliy  from  Sweden,  and  the  same  might  be 
ie  case  hereafter. 

hdigo.  This  can  be  had  from  the  East  Indies, 
Jom  all  parts  of  the  West  Indies,  including  the 
Monies  of  the  Spaniards,  Portuguese,  and  Dutch, 
n  this  Continent;  great  quantities  of  it,  and  of 
jpod  quality,  are  produced  in  SL  Domingo  and 
iQitemala. 

TobiKa>,  This  article  is  raised  in  the  Ukraine 
lod  other  Southern  parts  of  Europe,  in  the  Flori- 
^  parts  of  South  America,  and  in  the  West 
^^  Islands.  It  was  true,  the  tobacco  of  this 
!<Mintrj  was  fitter  for  certain  purposes  than  that  of 
itber  countries.  These  particular  kinds  might  find 
bar  way  to  a  market  otherwise  sufficiently  sup- 
M,  or  even  having  a  surplus. 

^ic6  was  formerly  carried  to  Great  Britain  in 
|Kat  quantities  from  the  Levant  and  the  East 
^«;  some  is  raised  in  Spain  and  Italy.  All 
^Spanish  and   Portuguese  Colonies  are  fitted 

Bf  it;  a  considerable  quantity  is  raised  ia  the 

iruili 

^  P^t  and  pearl  ctehee.  Less  than  thirty  years  ago 
iMt  Britain  was  supplied  with  this  article  from 
^a*  countries,  viz :  Russia,  Germany,  Sweden, 
^nark,  and  Spain.  The  barilla  of  Spain  is  said 
0  bt  a  snbstitQte  for  it 

,  ^^e  gentleman,  as  well  as  others,  had  men- 
ioQed  Uie  baneful  effects  of  the  credit  ffiven  by 
K.tk\i  merchants.  Credit,  like  other  good  things, 
f  hUt  to  abuse.  Dr.  Franklin,  who  well  knew 
^  circumstances  of  this  country,  bequeathed  a 
^t  of  his  estate  to  be  loaned  out  to  young  trades- 
^  and  mechanics.  He  thought  well  of  credit, 
fri  his  testimony  of  its  utility  ought  to  remove 
i^  of  the  prejudices  against  it  If  credit  had 
r&i'Jced  pernicious  effects  in  Virginia,  as  a 
»TjWr  from  that  State  had  represented,  it  was 
^f^a  that  it  had  produced  wholesome  effects  in 


other  States.    Why  the  same  cause  should  pro- 
duce such  different  effects  in  different  parts,  he 
should  not  inquire.    As  to  its  supposed  influence 
on  the  borrowers,  in  creating  an  undue  depend- 
ence, that  remark  had  been  well  answered  already. 
In  truth,  the  borrower  is,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, more  apt  to  become  the  enemy  than  the 
dependent  of  the  lender.    An  apprehension  had 
been  entertained  by  the  gentleman  that  the  ex- 
isting commercial  connexion  with  Britain  would 
promote  Bfonarchical  principles  in  this  country; 
and  yet  the  professed  object  of  the  resolutions  is 
to  compel  Great  Britain  to  enter  into  a  commer- 
cial treaty  with  us,  and  thereby  strengthen  and 
extend  the  commercial  ties  which  already  existed. 
The  resolutions  are,  moreover,  designed  to  induce 
the  emigration  to  this  country  of  thousands  of 
British  manufacturers,  who  will   naturally  bring 
their  Monarchical    principles   along   with    them. 
But  if  a  commercial  intercourse  with  the  Domin- 
ions of  a  Monarch  are  pregnant  with  such  evils, 
we  ought  to  abandon  our  trade  with  Spain,  Por- 
tugal, and  Russia,  as  well  as  Britain,  and  confine  it 
to  the  Swiss  Cantons  and  other  Republics.    Such 
apprehensions,   however,   he  could  not  but  con-' 
sider  as  a  poor  compliment  to  the  dispositions 
and  character  of  the  American  people.     They  are 
too  much  attached  to    Republican    Government 
and  to  their  liberties  to  be  exposed  to  the  danger 
of  losing  either  the  one  or  the  other  by  their  inter- 
course with  any  foreign  nation  whatever.     After 
some  further  remarks,  Mr.  S.  concluded  with  say- 
ing, much  apology  ia  due  to  the  Committee  for 
having  so  greatly  abused  their  patience ;  but  when 
I  consider  that  the  proposed    measures,   unlike 
common  Legislative  acts,  which  can  be  repealed 
at  pleasure  when  found  injurious,  must  be  deemed 
the  corner-stone  of  a  new  Commercial  Constitu- 
tion,  which,   being    once  laid,  we  must,   at  all 
hazards,  build  upon  or  be  disgraced,  I  am  prompt- 
ed by  the  strongest  injunctions  of  duty  to  suggest 
every  consideration  which  may  induce  the  Com- 
mittee to  ponder  seriously  before  they  adopt  them. 
My  opposition  is  stimulated  by  a  further  consider- 
ation.   Representing  a  district  which  includes  an 
important  commercial  city,  and  a  territory  pro- 
ducing a  staple  valuable  and  bulky,  many  of  whose 
proprietors  have  not  yet  emerged  from  the  debts 
incurred  by  a  ravaging  war,  and  whose  welfare 
depends  on  a  ready  vent  for  their  productions,  as 
well  as  a  cheap  supply  of  the  indispensable  arti- 
cles of  foreign  manufactures,  I  feel  a  weighty  re- 
sponsibility on  my  mind  on  this  occasion,  and  a 
peculiar  solicitude  to  protect  them  against  those 
embarrassments  and  distresses  which  appear,  to 
my  judgment,  inseparable  from  the  propasitions, 
and  which  will  operate  against  my  constituents 
like  a  two-edged  sword,  bv  obstructing  the  export 
of  their  produce,  and  rendering  more  unattainable 
their  necessary  supplies. 

I  When  Mr.  Smith  had  concluded,  the  Committee 
rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Thursday,  January  80. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Bmue  of  Repreeentativee : 

I  lay  before  you  the  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  (Jo- 
▼emor  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  together  with 
two  petitions,  to  which  it  refera,  and  which  I  am  re- 
quested, by  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  and  himself, 
to  traosDiit  to  Oongress. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
TJnitbo  States,  January  80,  1794. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  He  on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  Jiepretentativet : 

Communications  have  been  made  to  Congress,  during 
the  present  session,  with  the  intention  of  affording  a 
full  view  of  the  posture  of  affairs  on  the  Southwestern 
frontiers.  By  the  information  which  has  lately  been 
laid  before  Congress,  it  appeared  that  the  difficulties 
with  the  Creeks  had  been  amicably  and  happily  termina- 
ted. But  it  will  be  perceived,  with  regret,  by  the  papers 
.herewith  transmitted,  that  the  tranquility  has,  unfortu- 
nately, been  of  short  duration,  owing  to  the  murder  of 
several  friendly  Indians  by  some  lawless  white  mea 

The  condition  of  things,  in  that  quarter,  requires  the 
serious  and  immediate  consideration  of  Congress,  and 
the  adoption  of  such  wise  and  vigorous  laws,  as  will  be 
competent  to  the  preservation  of  the  national  character, 
and  of  the  peace  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  with  the  several  Indian  tribes.  Experience 
demonstrates  that  the  existing  legal  provisions  are  en- 
tirely inadequate  to  those  great  objects. 

G.  WASHINOTON. 
UxrrxD  States,  January  80,  1794. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Forrest,  Mr.  Pick-  | 
ENS,  Mr.  Mebanb,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Clark; 
and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  providing  for  the  relief  of  such  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Saint  Domingo,  resident  within  the 
United  States  as  may  be  found  in  want  of  support; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  appropriation  bill;  the  discussion 
of  the  several  sections  being  finished,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  U>  add  another  clause 
to  authorize  the  President  to  make  a  loan,  under 
certain  restrictions,^to  provide  for  these  appropria- 
tions. 

Mr.  Madison  objected  to  connecting  the  two 
subjects.  This,  said  he,  involves  a  consideration 
of  ways  and  means,  and  ought  to  be  kept  distinct 
from  that  of  appropriations. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons  conceived,  on  the  contrary,  the 
objects  inseparable.  There  is  no  use  in  making 
appropriations  without  money  to  pay  them.  The 
surplus  revenue  amounts  to  nearly  two  millions, 
but  the  Treasury  does  not  at  present  contain  more 
than  $500,000,  and  a  loan  will,  therefore,  be  neces- 
sary to  anticipate  the  revenue. 


Mr.  Clark  observed  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  a  loan  to  pay  the  appropriation  of  the  present 
bill,  which  provides  only  for  the  civil  list 

Mr.  Madison  concurred  in  the  idea  mentioned 
by  the  gentleman  last  up,  and  observed  that  the 
objects  of  appropriations,  and  ways  and  means,  are 
so  distinct,  that  it  has  been  thought  proper,  essen- 
tially to  separate  them  in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Giles  conceived  that  a  loan  should  not  be 
entered  into  at  least  until  the  state  of  the  Treasury 
is  before  the  House.  He  was  for  deferring  the 
proposition  on  the  principles  already  mentioned. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons  drew  a  distinction  between  the 
subject  of  ways  and  means,  and  the  object  contem- 
plated by  the  present  motion,  which  he  considered 
merely  an  anticipation  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Madison  asked  whether  this  money  by  loan 
is  not  to  be  procured  by  the  payment  of  a.Q  interest 
of  five  per  cent.,  and  whether  a  tax  will  not  be  ne- 
cessary to  pay  that  interest? 

Mr.  Clark  assured  the  morer  that  he  would 
side  with  him  in  his  op/nion,  if  he  could  satisfy 
his  mind  that  this  was  not  a  subject  of  ways  and 
means,  and  that  the  paper  on  the  table  would  bring 
into  the  Treasury  a  sum  of  money  without  ways 
and  means. 

Mr.  Hillhousf  thought  it  dangerous  to  hazard 
the  Treasury's  being  empty,  and  approved  of  the 
anticipation  proposed. 

Mr.  GooDHDK  considered  the  subject  in  this  light. 
The  resources  of  the  Government  are  about  suffi- 
cient to  defHy  its  expenses,  but  as  it  gives  credit 
to  the  importing  merchants,  an  anticipation  of  the 
revenue  is  necessary  by  loan. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  exemplified  the  same 
I  idea  by  reference  to  private  life,  and  moved  to  post- 
I  pone  the  present  question  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining necessary  information  from  the  Treasury. 
It  was  then 

Besolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lay  before  this  House  an  account  of  the  moneys 
now  in  the  Treasury,  with  an  estimate  of  such 
further  sums  as  may  probably  come  into  the  Trea- 
sury before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  and  of  the 
demands  that  will  probably  be  made  on  the  Trea- 
sury to  that  time ;  with  a  statement  of  the  Domes- 
tic Loans. 

After  some  further  observations  on  the  subject, 
the  Committee  rose  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

COMMERCE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries; 
and  after  spending  some  time  therein  the  Commit* 
tee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


FRroAT,  January  81. 
A  petition  of  Thomas  Pearson  and  others,  pro- 
prietors of  lands  in  the  Territory  of  the  United 
states,  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  the  attention  of  Con« 
gress  to  the  subject-matter  of  a  representation  to, 
and  certain  proceedings  of,  the  Legislature  of  North 
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'^rolina,  respecting  a  claim  of  the  petitioners  to 
erUin  lands  in  the  said  Territory. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 

able. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
ee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
reUrj  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions 
fl  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  foreign 
oantries. 

Mr.  Foster  said :  Upon  the  first  statement  of 
he  propositions  which  have  been  so  long  under 
he  consideration  of  the  Committee,  I  was  one  of 
be  individuals  who  had  to  examine  the  subject  in 
be  various  lights  under  which  it  ought  to  be 
ieired,  in  order  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  ne- 
esRtj,  the  expediency,  and  the  probable  conse- 
[oences  of  the  adoption  of  the  system  which  the 
ttolutioDS  contemplate.  I  have  listened  with  un- 
tfflitted  attention  to  the  debates,  and  have  en- 
leaTored  that  a  single  observation  of  importance 
ihould  not  escape  unnoticed.  The  resolutions,  at 
bi  Tiew,  appeared  important.  On  a  critical  and 
tttentive  examination,  they  do  not  appear  less  so. 
fhey  confessedly  involve  a  great  variety  of  inte- 
!»ts— interests  of  the  highest  magnitude — and,  if 
idopted,  will  essentially  alter  the  circumstances, 
(be  views,  the  commercial  prospects,  and  the  civil 
policy  of  the  National  Government. 

The  candor  and  ingenuity  with  which  the  sub- 
ject has  been  discussed  have  given  me  great  satis- 
bction.  The  arguments  against  and  in  support 
of  the  resolutions  have  been  displayed  in  a  man- 
aer  highly  gratifying  to  an  inquiring  mind.  The 
nriety  of  views  in  which  the  subject  has  been 
examined ;  its  relative  connexion  with  our  agri- 
culture,  our  manufactures,  and  the  whole  civil 
polity  of  the  United  States ;  the  influence  which 
the  system  would  have  upon  our  intercourse  with 
forei^  nations,  and  the  probable  effects  resulting 
to  them,  more  especially  to  France  and  Great 
Britain— have  afforded  much  information ;  and  I 
UD  happj  in  acknowledging  my  obligations  to  the 
gentlemen  who  have,  with  so  much  ability  and 
precision,  favored  us  with  their  sentiments.  Much 
tine,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  already  spent  in  the 
^liscQssion.  The  subject  is  momentous  and  re- 
quired it  The  affirmative  and  the  negative  of 
the  question  have  been  ably  advocated  and  ably 
<QpIK>ned.  A  general  review  of  the  arguments 
nuy  Dot,  perhaps,  be  without  its  use. 

In  support  of  the  resolutions  it  has  been  urged — 

That  the  measures  of  the  tendency  hereby  con- 
templated have  been  long  expected  by  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

That  the  regulation  of  our  commerce  was  the 
Fnnciple  which  first  induced  the  formation  and 
cstahlishraent  of  our  present  Constitution. 

That  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  will  pro- 
wbly  excite  a  competition  in  foreign  countries,  as 
^U  as  among  our  own  citizens,  operating  to  pro- 
dace  supplies  of  such  articles  as  we  may  wish 
from  other  nations  than  those  who  now  furnish 
^  and  as  an  encouragement  to  the  domestic  ma- 
fiuiactare  of  the  same  articles. 


That  they  will  tend  to  the  increase  of  our  navi- 
gation, enable  us  to  obtain  our  proper  ^hare  of 
the  carrying  trade,  and  enjoy  those  benefits  and 
advantages  to  which,  from  our  relative  situation 
and  existing  circumstances,  we  are  entitled. 

That,  by  a  pursuit  of  this  system,  we  may  in- 
jure the  individuals,  particularly  the  manufactu- 
rers, and,  consequently,  the  Governments  of  other 
countries,  and  make  our  enemies  feel  the  extent  of 
our  power,  our  abilities  to  injure  them,  and  thence 
induce  a  proper  respect  for  our  rights  and  interests 
and  our  Government. 

That  the  probable  diminution  of  our  revenues, 
from  the  possible  diminution  of  our  imports,  would, 
in  some  degree,  be  counterbalanced^by  the  increase 
of  the  duties  contemplated  by  the  resolutions. 

That  we  are  bound  to  obtain  reparation  for  the 
injustice  done  to  individuals  of  our  own  country 
by  regulations  contravening  the  Laws  of  Nations, 
made  by  some  of  the  belligerent  Powers ;  or,  in 
default  of  obtaining  such  reparation,  we  are  bound 
to  compensate  the  damages  which  such  individuals 
have  sustained. 

That  provision  is  hereby  proposed  to  be  made 
for  raising  moneys  to  compensate,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  individuals  thus  injured. 

That  leaving  our  trade  to  regulate  itself  is,  in 
fact,  leaving  it  to  be  regulated  by  foreign  nations. 

That  jealousy  and  ill-will  have  always  marked 
the  line  of  conduct  of  Great  Britain  toward  Ame- 
rica. She  has  never  executed  the  Treaty  of  Peace  ; 
she  carried  away  our  negroes;  she  detained  our 
Western  posts;  she  excited  and  encourages  the 
Indian  war ;  she  has  let  loose  the  Algerines ;  she 
has  violated  our  neutrality,  and  committed  spolia- 
tions on  our  ships  at  sea. 

That  the  balance  of  our  trade  with  Great  Bri- 
tain is  now  much  against  us.  This  has  produced, 
on  her  part,  an  extensive  credit^  operating  as  a 
grievance,  creating  a  foreign  influence,  which  per- 
vades the  mercantile  and  trading  part  of  the  com- 
munity, may  extend  into  our  public  councils,  and 
have  an  undue  effect  on  our  Government 

That  we  have  all  the  necessaries  of  life  pro- 
duced in  our  own  country,  and,  consequently,  have 
greater  advantages  in  establishing  such  regula- 
tions, beyond  what  are  enjoyed  by  a  populous  and 
manufacturing  nation. 

That,  should  the  proposed  system  be  adopted, 
and  carried  into  effect,  there  is  no  probability  of 
retaliation  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  Should 
she  be  disposed,  she  cannot  effect  it  If  the  issue 
require  self-denial,  we  can  endure  the  evil  with  the 
greater  advantage,  and  may  safely  calculate  upon  a 
complete  triumph. 

That  Britain  is  now  at  war  with  Republican 
principles,  and  our  commerce  enables  her  to  prose- 
cute that  war. 

That  the  balance  of  our  trade  with  France  has 
always  been  in  our  favor.  That  friendship  and 
disinterested  benevolence  have  ever  marked  her 
conduct  towards  the  United  States. 

That  gratitude  to  the  French  nation  requires  us 
to  turn  the  current  of  our  trade  from  Britain  to 
them. 
That  the  system  contemplated  by  these  resolu- 
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tions  will  induce  France  to  confer  on  us  additionftl 
favors. 

And,  finally,  that,  by  withholding  our  commerce 
from  Great  Britain,  we  shall  aid  the  cause  of  the 
French,  who  are  at  war  against  despotism,  strug- 
gling for  liberty  and  the  rights  of  freemen. 

In  opposition  to  the  resolutions,  it  is  said — 

That,  though  measures  similar  to  those  now 
contemplated,  may  have  been  heretofore  expected, 
a  necessity  for  their  adoption  does  not  now  exist 

That  regulations  have  already  been  made  which 
have  had  a  happy  influence  in  increasing  our  com- 
merce, our  manufiictures,  and  our  navigation. 

That  our  commercial  advantages,  our  fisheries, 
our  seamen,  and  our  ships,  have  been  progressively 
increasing  since  the  adoptions  of  our  present  happy 
Constitution ;  that  their  numbers  and  growth  are 
still  increasing,  and  under  the  influence  of  the  ex- 
isting system,  will  continue  to  do  so  as  rapidly  as 
will  be  beneficial  to  the  community. 

That,  although  additional  duties  on  foreign  ton- 
nage might  encourage  our  navigation,  yet  the  in- 
crease ought  to  be  made  with  caution.  A  very 
great  or  undue  proportion  of  American  capital 
being  vested  in  navigation  would  be  hazardous, 
and,  in  case  of  a  war,  the  loss  would  distress  us 
extremely. 

That  an  increasement  of  our  shipping  beyond 
what  is  necessary  for  our  importations,  would  be 
injuries.  The  surplus  necessarily  deducts  from  a 
capital  which  is  wanted  for  other  purposes,  and 
may  be  more  beneficially  improved  in  the  increase 
of  our  manufactures  and  agriculture.  An  excess 
of  zeal  to  promote  our  commerce  and  navigation  is 
more  dangAH>us  than  a  deficiency. 

That  it  is  the  interest  of  the  landholder  that  our 
trade  should  be  free,  and  that  foreign,  as  well  as 
domestic  vessels,  should  be  admitted  to  our  wharves, 
and  permitted  to  receive  our  produce  for  exporta- 
tion without  restraint. 

That,  should  additional  duties  be  imposed,  dis- 
crimination would  be  impolitic  and  ui\)ust  The 
commerce  of  one  nation  ought  not  to  be  encou- 
raged to  the  detriment  of  another.  If  there  is  no 
friendship  in  tnuie,  it  does  not  follow  there  must  bo 
enmity. 

That,  in  establishing  a  commercial  system,  and 
forming  a  decision  on  the  subject  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee,  we  should  divest 
ourselves  of  political  views.  We  ought  not  to 
suffer  our  resentments  to  infiuence  us.  The  feel- 
ings excited  by  the  consideration  of  the  Indian 
war,  the  depredations  of  the  Algerines,  or  the  in- 
execution  of  the  Treatv  of  Peace,  have  nothing  to 
do  with  a  subject  which  respects  the  regulation 
of  our  commerce  only.  To  obtain  redress  for  any 
political  injuries  we  may  have  sustained,  recourse, 
in  the  first  instance,  should  be  had  to  peaceable 
negotiations  which  would  probably  prove  effectual. 

That  the  object  of  the  present  resolutions  ap- 
pears to  be  a  commercial  warfare,  which,  in  all 
probability,  would  be  productive  of  one  far  more 
serious. 

That  the  expediency  of  forming  any  commer- 
cial treaties  may  well  be  questioned.  They  ne- 
cessarily connect  us  in  the  politics  of  Europe — a 


connexion  which  can  never  be  salutary  for  Ame- 
rica. But,  if  commercial  treaties  are  formed,  mu- 
tual  interest  should  be  considered  as  the  funda- 
mental principle. 

That  the  resolutions  before  us  contain  only  an 
affectation  of  aiding  our  navigation,  commerce, 
and  manufactures.  They  will,  in  fact,  prove  de- 
trimental to  each  of  them,  by  producing  a  tempo- 
rary stagnation,  at  least,  of  the  one,  and  unavoida- 
ble embarrassments  upon  the  other. 

That  high  duties,  by  augmenting  the  prices  of 
such  goods  as  might  be  imported,  would  only  ope- 
rate as  taxes  and  burdens  against  our  own  citizens, 
who  are  the  consumers ;  at  the  same  time  answer- 
ing no  valuable  purposes  to  us  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  against  which  they  are  pro- 
fessedly  pointed,  nor  offering  any  particular  en- 
couragement to  our  own  manufactures. 

That  the  goodness  of  a  market  is  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  relative  proportion  of  the  deamess 
or  cheapness  of  the  articles  sold  or  purchased ;  and 
that,  on  a  comparative  view,  the  commercial  system 
of  Great  Britain  is  more  favorable  to  us  than  that 
of  any  other  foreign  nation.  With  respect  to  oar 
exports,  she  is,  and  ever  has  been,  a  better  cus- 
tomer than  France,  in  the  ratio  of  two  to  one. 

That  the  restrictions  complained  of  were  in  ex- 
istence previous  to  our  becoming  an  independant 
nation.  They  are,  in  fact,  a  part  of  her  Colonial 
establishment,  and  still  operate  only  as  they  re- 
spect her  Colonial  dependencies. 

That  the  industry  of  our  citizens  has  been,  and 
is  nourished,  by  the  aid  of  a  foreign  capital,  for 
which  credit  is  an  excellent  substitute.  So  iar 
from  being  injurious,  it  is  highly  beneficial,  and, 
in  the  present  situation  of  our  country,  has  a  hap- 
py effect  in  the  promotion  of  ship-building,  manu- 
factures, and  agriculture.  Admitting  it  was  an 
evil,  it  is  merely  a  municipal  regulation,  and  alto- 
gether beyond  the  control  of  Congress. 

That  Great  Britain  is  able  to  supply  us  with  such 
articles  as  we  want,  in  great  abundance,  and  on 
better  terms  than  any  other  nation.  She  has  it  in 
her  power,  and  is  willing  to  give  us  credit  The 
French  cannot  or  will  not  do  it 

That  the  infiuence  of  British  credit  on  our  pub- 
lic councils  is  chimerical.  The  falsity  of  the  idea 
is  apparent  by  the  part  taken  and  so  ably  support- 
ed by  the  respectable  gentlemen  who  represent  a 
part  of  the  United  States  which  has  received  the 
most  extensive  credit 

That,  should  we  be  deprived  of  this  advantage, 
merchants  of  great  capitals  only  could  trade.  A 
monopoly  by  the  wealthy  would  increast  the  prices 
of  the  articles  consumed,  and  the  enterprise  and 
industry  of  young  men,  who  have  need  of  credit, 
would  be  checked  and  discoumged. 

That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  has  been 
heretofore  pledged,  appropriating  the  moneys 
raised  by  certain  existing  duties  to  the  discharg- 
ing of  public  debt  A  system,  like  the  one  pro- 
posed, tending  to  the  diminution  of  the  amount  of 
those  duties,  would  be  a  breach  of  faith,  disgrace- 
ful as  well  as  unjustifiable. 

That  the  conduct  of  Prance,  as  respects  oar 
commerce,  our  navigation,  and  our  fisheries,  has 
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oniformly  eddeneed  a  selfish  policy ;  and  that  we 
have  no  privileges  to  boaat  of  in  consequence  of 
oar  present  existing  commercial  treaty  with  that 
lution. 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  summary  view  of  the 
principiil  arguments  which  have  been  adduced  on 
the  one  side  and  on  the  other  of  the  importint 
qoeatioD  before  the  Committee.  Many  ingenious 
ealcttlattonji,  observations,  comparisons,  and  docu- 
ment!}, fraught  with  information,  and  tending  to 
elucidate  the  subject,  have  been  offered.  I  have 
li^ieoed  with  attention  to  the  whole  of  them,  and 
on  a  careful  review,  it  appears  to  me  that  this  is 
Bot  tlie  proper  time  for  as  to  introduce  very  essen- 
tial aiteriitions  in  our  commercial  system ;  that, 
be  oar  wi^^hes  what  they  may  respecting  the  issue 
of  the  present  war  in  Europe,  neither  duty  nor  good 
policy  will  permit  us  to  become  parties-— the  strict 
principles  of  neutrality  ought  to  influence  our 
eondact;  that  the  measures  proposed  would  have 
a  very  b:id  tendency;  that  they  would  produce 
gre.u  inconvenience  to  our  revenues  ;  a  temporary 
sUgnation  to  oor  commerce;  a  future  augmenta- 
tion of  the  shackles  under  which  it  now  labors ; 
dtprive  oar  fellow-citizens  of*  enjoyments  which 
they  hure  a  right  to  possess ;  turn  industry  from 
its  natural  channel:  induce  a  necessity  of  land 
tuea  for  the  exigencies  and  support  of  Govern- 
Bent;  prove  injurious  to  public  credit;  be  ruinous 
to  our  agriculture,  and,  in  the  present  crisis,  might 
precipiLite  us  into  a  war— evils  which  justice,  hu- 
manity, true  principles  of  p.itriotism,  the  duties  of 
Donlity  and  the  best  intereste  of  our  country,  re- 
quire tti  to  deprecate,  and,  if  possible,  avoid. 

I  have  endeavored  to  examine  and  consider  the 
nhject  with  candor.  I  have  formed  my  opinion 
>pon  seriuas  deliberation,  and  feel  an  impression  of 
daty,  when  the  question  shall  be  taken,  to  vote 
against  the  propositions. 

Tae  Committee  now  rose,  aud  bad  leave  to  ait 
again. 


MoKDAT,  February  3. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Pearsall  and  Elijah  Pell, 
•f  the  city  of  New  York,  was  presented  to  the 
HoQM  and  read,  praying  that  an  addiiional  duty 
D^y  be  imposed  on  the  importation  of  house  or 
hand- bellows,  or  such  encouragement  given  to  the 
ninaftctore  of  the  Kiid  article  in  the  United 
SLite.%  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem 
meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition,  together  with 
the  petitions  of  the  manufacturers  of  paint  in  the 
tawnsi  of  Baltimore  and  Alexandria,  and  of  the 
^len  in  oil  and  painters'  colors,  which  lay  on  the 
l*We,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  CoiT,  and  Mr. 
HiiDviH ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
nd  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

Tne  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
froio  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition 
of  Winthrop  Sargent ;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
^  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Hbath,  Mr.  Fostbr,  and 
Hr.  MosTGOMEBT ;  that  they  do  examine  the  mat- 
So  Co«<— 14 


ter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  re- 
lief of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  Domingo, 
resident  within  the  United  States,  aa  may  be  found 
in  want  of  support ;  and, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  ^ 


The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restric- 
tions on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in 
foreign  countries :  When 

Mr.  SwjFT  moved,  that  the  first  of  the  resolutions, 
which  was  then  before  the  Committee,  should  be 
struck  out. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  the  gentleman  who  had 
moved  the  resolution,  and  several  other  membersi 
were  not  present ;  and  he  hoped  for  a  delay,  were 
it  only  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  DxYTom  said,  that  It  was  the  business  of 
members  to  attend  in  their  places,  and  if  they  did 
not  choose  to  do  bo>  the  House  were  not  to  wait  for 
them. 

Mr.  Giles  was  of  opinion,  that,  from  motives  of 
delicacy,  the  Committee  should  grant  a  short  delay. 
He,  therefore,  moved  that  the  question  should  be 
deferred. 

Mr.  FoRBBST  considered  that  it'  would  bo  unfair 
and  uneandid  to  take  the  question  in  the  absence  of 
the  gentleman  who  proposed  the  resolutions.  He, 
himself,  if  he  stood  in  the  place  of  that  gentleman, 
must  feel  extremely  hurt  at  such  a  thing  being 
done  to  him ;  and  he  would  not  use  any  gentleman 
80,  because  he  would  not  wish  to  be  used  so  him- 
self. 

Mr.  Smilib,  in  all  the  public  assemblies  where  he 
had  ever  been,  had  never  been  witness  to  any  at- 
tempt like  the  present  of  taking  the  advantage  of 
the  absence  of  a  gentleman  to  carry  a  question 
against  him. 

Mr.  Datton  replied,  that  he  disdained  any  idea 
of  this  sort,  and  he  did  not  care  whether  the 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  were  to  defer  the 
question  for  a  day,  a  week,  or  a  month.  He  was 
willing  to  postpone  it  as  long  as  they  pleased.  But 
he  thought  it  a  bad  precedent,  that  any  member, 
by  choosing  to  absent  himself,  should  stop  the 
business  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONs  wished  that  the  question  might 
never  be  tiken  at  nil. 

Mr.  Dextbb  spoke  a  few  words  to  the  same  pur- 
pose. He  did  not  think  that  the  resolution  had  an  v 
meaning,  at  least  he  could  not  discover  it;  and, 
therefore,  he  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  take 
any  question  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  Clark  said,  that  this  was  the  thirteenth 
day  which  this  question  had  been  debated.  The 
gentleman  who  was  up  last  had,  upon  one  of  these 
days,  engrossed  the  time  of  the  House  for  more 
than  an  hour,  and  after  having  opposed  the  mean- 
ing of  the  resolution  at  such  great  length,  he  at  last 
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made   this    wonderful    discovery,  that   it   meant 
nothinff ! 

Mr.  BouDiROT  wished  the  Committee  to  rise. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  regarded  the  precedent  as  a  dan- 

ferous  one.  The  absence  might  be  intentional, 
erhaps  the  gentleman  now  absent  woald  likewise 
be  absent  to-morrow,  although  the  question  should 
be  deferred. 

Mr.  Smilib  expressed  himself  much  hurt,  that  the 
member  [Mr.  Madison]  should  be  so  treated  in  his 
absence.  It  was  a  sort  of  usage  that  could  not  be 
forgiven.  He  reprobated  the  insinuation  of  the  gen- 
tleman having  fled  the  qne^tion. 

Mr.  Wads  WORTH  was  sorry  that  the  gentleman 
who  spoke  last  should  have  been  angry  at  the  hint 
of  members  flying  the  question.  It  was  certainly 
true  that  such  things  had  frequently  happened; 
and,  therefore,  it  could  be  no  harm  to  say  so.  There 
had  been  members  on  that  floor  who  had  fled  the 
question.  More  than  one,  two,  or  three  members 
had  done  so.  There  will  be  such  characters  in  all 
ages  and  in  all  countries.  A  majority  of  the  As- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania  had  once  run  away  from 
a  question.  .  There  were  members  who  never 
could  be  brought  to  give  a  vote  on  a  question  of 
war.  Congress  had  been  sometimes  forced  to  stop 
business  for  want  of  a  quorum,  on  account  of  mem- 
bers flying  a  question.  For  himself,  he  looked 
upon  it  as  a  very  bad  precedent  for  the  House  to 
defer  business  on  account  of  the  absence  of  any 
member.  He  understood  that  he  was  this  day  to 
give  his  vote  in  a  minority.  He  was  against  the 
resolutions  for  many  reasons,  with  which  he  was 
acquainted  before  this  debate  began ;  and  he  was 
likewise  against  them  for  many  reasons  which  he 
never  heara  till  after  the  debate  began.  I  know  a 
member,  said  Mr.  W.  smiling,  who  is  to  give  his 
vote  against  the  resolutions,  and  who  goes  into  the 
country  this  night  If  the  question  is  deferred 
this  day,  for  the  absence  of  one  member,  I  shall 
try  to  get  it  put  off  to-morrow  for  the  absence  of 
this  other  member ;  and  so  I  shall  always  be  for 
putting  it  off  till  I  can  turn  my  minority  into  a  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  rose  in  repl^  to  what  had  dropped 
from  Mr.  W.  about  the  majority  of  the  Assembly 
of  Pennsylvania  running  away  from  the  question. 
[It  was  objected,  that  he  was  not  in  order,  as  he 
was  not  speaking  to  the  question  before  the  House.] 
Mr.  F.  replied  that  he  was  in  order,  as  he  wsh 
about  to  explain  the  nature  of  some  facts  which 
the  gentleman  had  asserted.  That  if  that  gentle- 
man was  permitted  to  assert  those  things,  he  had  a 
right  to  explain  them,  and  appealed  to  the  Chair- 
man, who,  as  well  as  many  of  the  members,  ac- 
knowledged his  right,  and  bid  him  go  on. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  he  doubted  if  the  members 
had  all  as  high  a  sense  of  honor,  in  standing  their 
ground  upon  a  question,  as  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Smilie]  hud  suggested,  though  he  acknowledged 
they  ought  to  have  it.  He  alleged,  that  memlMrs 
thus  absenting  themselves,  was  not  peculiar  to 
Pennsylvania.  That  in  the  Assembly  of  that  and 
other  SLites,  and  even  in  Congress,  members  had 
sometimes  withdrawn  from  questions  respecting 
war,  upon  the  account  of  religious  scruplesi  and 


had  not,  on  that  account,  been  oensured.  If  it  was 
wrong,  it  arose  from  the  religioa  they  professed. 
He  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  gentleman^ii  as. 
sertion,  that  the  majority  of  the  Assembly  of  Penn- 
sylvania had  once  run  away  from  a  question.  That 
it  must  have  been  a  very  foolish  majority,  indeed, 
to  run  away  from  a  question,  which,  by  staying, 
they  could  have  carried  as  they  pleased.  He  Bap- 
posed,  however,  that  the  gentleman  was  mi»tikeQ 
about  the  majority,  and  rather  intended  a  cireoto- 
stance  peculiar  to  the  late  Constitution  of  Penn- 
sylvania. By  that  Constitution,  the  Legislatnre, 
consisting  of  but  one  branch,  two-thirds  of  the 
members  were  necessary  to  make  a  quorum.  This, 
and  the  obligation  to  publish  business  of  a  public 
nature,  from  one  session  to  another,  were  designed 
as  checks  to  prevent  party  resolutions^  In  U)e 
early  perio<i  of  that  Legislature,  so  many  of  the 
members  as  reduced  the  House  below  a  qaoram, 
frequently  withdrew,  to  prevent  hasty  measures. 
On  one  occasion  t-hey  withdrew  to  prevent  a  law 
from  passing,  without  being  constitulionaliy  pub- 
lished for  consideration.  The  doors  being  attempt- 
ed to  be  forcibly  shut,  occasioned  the  affair  to  make 
some  noise.  Perhaps  it  was  to  this  the  gentleaun 
alluded,  but  it  was  not  a  majority  that  withdrew. 
He  saidi,  that  he  admitted  that  in  most  cakcs  the 
absence  of  members  was  a  bad  argument  for  de- 
laying business,  nor  was  it  acknowledged  by 
the  rules  of  the  House,  but  he  thought  that  a  regard 
to  decency  and  propriety  was  always  a  rule,  fbe 
present  question  had  been  debated  for  twelve  or 
thirteen  days  in  the  space  of  about  three  weeks. 
The  question  had  often  been  called  for,  but  when 
any  gentleman  sugge^^ted  that  there  was  anything 
further  to  be  offered,  the  question  was  delayed 
without  opposition.  That  before  tlie  House  ad- 
journed on  Friday  lost,  the  question  appeared  ripe 
for  decision,  but  a  member  who  had  oeen  much 
engaged  in  the  debates,  suggested  that  another 
member  winhed  to  be  heard,  and  the  question  was 
delayed.  That  on  Saturday  it  was  expected  that 
many  members  would  go  out  of  town  who  would 
not  be  returned  so  early  this  morning.  Thooj^h 
he  acknowledged  the  right  of  the  House  to  kike 
the  question  at  any  time,  yet  he  wished  for  a  de- 
cent exercise  of  that  right  Though  he  thought 
the  member  had  a  right  to  change  his  mind  and 
decline  speaking  if  he  thought  proper,  yet  he  eouid 
not  approve  of  first  delaying  the  question  at  the 
request  that  the  members  might  be  heard,  and  de« 
dining  to  speak  in  order  to  favor  a  surprise. 
Though  the  House  might  decide  any  time,  it 
ought  not  to  prefer  the  most  improper  time  thit 
offered  during  the  whole  discussion.  He  said  the 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which  such  free 
allusions  had  been  made,  thought  it  indecent  to 
take  an  important  question  on  Monday  morning, 
knowing  that  several  members  having  left  town  on 
Saturday  night,  had  not  returned.  To  punish  ab- 
sent members  in  this  way  was  a  poor  argument 
It  was  not  the  members  that  were  punished,  but  the 
constituents.  He  said  he  did  not  know  which  side 
of  the  House  had  most  members  absent;  he  only 
wi»hed  a  fair  and  full  decision. 
Mr.  Clark  observed,  in  answer  to  the  gentle- 
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to,  that  if  they  sat  mnch  longer  on  this  question, 
e should  have  no  feeling  at  alt;  for  he  believea 
lej  would  all  t>e  petrified.     He  was  for  putting  the 
)te  immediateljr,  that  tbey  might  not  be  entangled 
t  toother  debate  of  six  days,  to  prove  that  the  re- 
iltttion  meant  nothing. 
Mr.  GiLBs  rose  and  withdrew  his  motion. 
Mr.  MioiaoK  bad  now  come  in.     In  answer  to 
hit  had  been  objected  against  the  generality  of  his 
sfiolution,  he  said  that  there  were  numerous  pre- 
ideots  of  that  sort  upon  the  Journals. 
Mr.  Amks  replied  to  Mr.  Madisok. 
Mr.  FiTsaiMOHS  said,  that  be  would  vote  against 
le  first  resolution ;  but  some  of  the  subsequent 
Bes  be  approTed.     They  had  lost  three  weeks  in 
eUting  upon  the  metaphysics  of  commerce.    Let 
be  resolutions  be  taken  one  by  one.     He  hoped 
tiftt  the  House  would  do  something  for  the  manu- 
ictures  of  the  country.    He  was  oon?inced  that 
omething  might  be  done. 

Mr.  QiLts  said^  that  he  would  voto  for  the  first 
esoiution,  but  for  some  of  those  which  went  after 
t  he  would  not  vote. 

Mr.  Madison  spoke  as  follows:  I  owe  many  apol- 
1^  to  this  House  for  rising  so  often,  but  since  I 
lie  only  for  explanation^  I  hope  I  shall  be  forgiven. 
[  intentionally  made  the  first  resolution  as  vague  as 
t  is,  And  not  more  so.     I  regarded  this  generality 
if  expression  as  necessary. 
Mr.  Hbatu  wanted  the  question  taken,  the  gen- 
tlemen against  the  resolution  were  going  oflf  the 
i^oestion  in  aiudicrous  manner. 
Mr.  Daytoh  was  against  the  resolution.  •  The 
msioD  was  on  the  opposite  side.     The  gentlemen 
Kv  the  resolutions  were  like  some  kinds  of  ara- 
[ihibious  animals.     If  you  attack  them  on  the  land 
iheyflj  into  the  water;  if  you  attack  them  by 
nter  they  fly  to  land.     As  to  the  resolutions,  he 
!Xpected  nothing  but  mischief  from  them.     The 
Mopie  of  the  United  States  would  set  up  tnanufac- 
3in&    The  restrictions  would  presently  be  taken 
)C   British  manufactures  would  pour  in  again. 
iod  those  who  had  set  up  American  man u  facto- 
itt  would  be  reduced  to  beggary.    Tne  Hou^e 
vould  act  in  this  case  as  the  Britisih  House  of 
Commons  once  did.    They  voted,   **that  the  in- 
kence  of  the  Grown  had  increased,  was  increa.s- 
Rt,  and  onght  to  be  diminished."     But  they  had 
^er acted  up  to  this  resolution,  or  done  anything 
f^Q  it    In  the  same  way  the  gentlemen  who 
for  the  present  resolution  will   disagree   to 
that  come  after  it    The  business  would  end 
Dothing,  and  thus  the  House,  by  having  adopt- 
t  the  first  resolution,  would  make  themselves  ri- 

ItQloilS. 

'^-  Amis  said,  the  resolution  was  matter  of 
Klooshine,  including  everything,  and  concluding 
titling.  Now  we  are  told  by  the  mover  that  the 
pt  resolution  pledged  us  to  nothing.  Therefore, 
m^\  have  nothing  to  do  with  it 
^r.  Hbath  observed,  that  if  he  had  entertained 
P  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  resolotioni«, 
pse  doubts  would  be  now  removed  by  the  style 
^subterfuge  adopted  in  the  present  debate  by  the 
pQbers  against  them. 
I  Here   Mr.  Dayton,   Mr.  Amks,   and    Mr.   W. 


SMrrB,  rose  together.  Mr.  Smith  was  beard.  He 
said  that  they  had  not  been  debating  at  all  a^out 
the  first  resolution,  but  about  the  second  resolu- 
tion, ever  since  the  discussion  began.  Mr.  S.  moved 
an  amendment  to  the  first  resolution,  which  was 
that  instead  of  the  words  **  certain  cases,"  be  read 
**  the  following  eases."  He  said  that  this  amend- 
ment was  necessary  to  make  the  resolution  intelli- 
gible. 

Mr.  VniAiiLS  said,  it  was  in  vain  to  deny,  there 
was  a  subterfuge  and  a  spirit  of  quibbling  unworthy 
of  Congress  in  these  proceedings.  A  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Smith,]  had  just  now  told  us  that  the  first  re- 
solution was  unintelligible,  and  yet  this  very  mem- 
ber had  taken  up  two  days  on  this  very  resolution, 
and  now  be  rose  to  tell  us  that  it  had  no  meaning, 
and  that  he  did  not  understand  it  Mr.  Y.  had  lis- 
tened with  great  attention  to  all  that  had  been  said, 
and  thought  it  evident  that  a  spirit  of  quibbling 
and  of  subterfuge  bad  got  into  the  opinion  of  the 
resolutions. 

This  charge  was  retorted  from  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  For  which  Mr. 
Nicholas  said  there  was  no  ground.  As  to  blend- 
ing political  and  commercial  speculations,  for  which 
t^ie  friends  of  the  resolution  had  been  blamed,  there 
was  nothing  unfair.  In  the  very  beginning  of  the 
debate,  it  had  been  stated,  that  they  were  a  substi- 
tute for  military  preparations. 

Mr.  PiTzsiMONS  hoped  the  amendment  would 
be  withdrawn.  It  would  sound  strangely  to  the 
world,  and  place  them  all  together  in  a  singular 
light,  if,  when  they  had  debated  so  long  on  a  reso- 
Ition,  they  should  at  this  time  be  amending  it,  in 
a  way  as  if  they  had  not  understood  the  meaning 
of  it  Mr.  Smith  withdrew  his  motion  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  Giles  did  not  wish  to  delay  a  vote.  He  had 
been  both  amused  and  astonished  with  the  tone  of 
distinction  adopted  by  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
resolutions.  Political  questions  were  the  genua,  of 
which  commercial  questions  were  a  species.  There 
was  nothing  unfair  in  connecting  what  it  was  im- 
possible to  separate.  A  spirit  of  quibbling  had 
this  day  got  into  the  House.  ^The  debate  had  taken 
a  new  tiirn^  and  a  turn  in  which  be  was  very  un- 
willing to  appear. 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for,  it  was  put 
and  carried,  51  TOtes  to  40.  The  Committee  then 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

To  ISO  AT,  February  4. 

An  engrossed  bill,  providing  for  the  relief  of  such 
of  the  inhabitants  of  St  Domingo,  resident  within 
the  United  States,  as  may  be  found  in  want  of  sup- 
port, was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

OOMMEROE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  llo^^4e  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions 
on  tlie  commerce  of  the  United-  States  in  foreign 
counlrifs. 

Mr.  Nicholas  desired  to  exclude  by  name  all 
Powers  except  Britain,  from  the  effect  of  the  first 
resolution. 
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[Some  geutlemen  said  it  would  be  much  more 
maHij  to  name  Britain  at  once.] 

Mr.  Nicholas  Baid,  that  he  had  no  objecion  to 
naming  Britain. 

Mr.  Madison  obserred,  that  he  had  at  first  avoid- 
ed the  particular  mention  of  Britain,  because  he  had 
been  solicitous  to  conduct  the  business  in  as  civil  a 
way  as  possible.  It  was  no  concern  to  him  whether 
Britain  was  specially  mentioned  or  not  Her  Sta^ 
tute  Book  had  afiforded  many  examples  of  that  kind 
of  style. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  at  a  Iobs  to  know  what  recent 
injury  Britain  had  committed,  which  could  justify 
this  proceeding.  In  point  of  justice,  Spain  ought 
to  be  put  on  the  same  footing.  She  had  laid  restric- 
tions on  American  shipping,  that  she  did  not  impose 
on  those  of  any  other  nation. 

Mr.  Nicholas  answered,  that  the  case  did  not 
apply  to  Spain  ;  we  enjoy  a  trade  with  her  that  is 
highly  beneficial  to  the  United  States;  nor  have 
we  any  means  of  compelling  her  to  alter  her  con- 
duct. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  strongly  recommended  that  Spain, 
and  the  Imperial  ports,  should  be  comprehended  in 
the  restrictions.  He  bad  been  against  the  original 
resolution ;  but  since  the  measure  was  going  for- 
ward, he  wished  that  it  might  be  conducted  with 
propriety,  and  on  principles  as  reasonable  and  equi- 
table as  could  be  adopted. 

Mr*  Madison  observed,  that  Britain  had  issued 
a  Proclamation  respecting  the  stoppage  of  the  ves- 
sels of  neutral  nations;  of  these  there  were  but 
three — Denmnrk,  Sweden,  and  the  United  States. 
The  two  former  had  been  expressly  excepted  from 
the  consequences  of  these  restrictions.  The  Pro- 
clamation was,  in  itself,  a  breach  of  the  law  of 
nations. 

Mr.  Amis  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  wiser 
to  accept  of  excuses  for  injuries,  than  fight  battles 
lo  avenge  them.  He  likewise  insisted  that  a  train 
of  negotiation  had  been  entered  into  respecting  the 
grievances  of  America,  and  that  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  wait  the  conclusion  of  it. 

Mr.  Madison  considered  the  conduct  of  Britain  as 
extremely  atrocious.  He  read  some  extracts  from 
the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Pinckney  and  the 
American  Government  In  these,  the  behaviour  of 
Britain  was  represented  as  very  arbitrary  and  ty- 
rannical; and  it  was  strongly  stated,  that  there 
was  not  the  least  chance  of  obtaining  redress  from 
the  Court  of  London,  for  the  violences  committed 
on  the  American  flag. 

Mr.  Datton  read  some  other  passages  from  the 
same  correspondence,  and  from  these  he  drew  in- 
ferences of  an  opposite  tendency. 

Mr.  Giles  read  a  passage  from  one  of  the  let- 
ters of  Mr.  Pinckney,  wherein  that  gentleman  re- 
commended commercial  restrictione^  as  the  safest 
way  of  obtaining  satisfaction  from  Britain  for  all 
the  wrongs  of  America,  eince  there  wa»  not  the 
emallest  prohibility  of  obtaining  redreu  in  any 
other  way :  Mr.  P.  expressed  his  extreme  aversion 
to  war,  and  therefore  be  suggested  this  method  of 
retaliation,  as  a  sure  mode  of  distressing  Britain, 
without  the  expense  and  danger  of  actual  hostili- 
ties.   Mr.  G.  asked,  how  in  the  name  of  common 


sense,  gentlemen,  after  perusing  such  letters  from 
Mr.  Pincknev,  could  stand  up,  and  pretend  to  say, 
that  they  had  the  emalleet  expectation  qf  obtaining 
justice  from  Britain  t  He  had  been  astonished 
at  the  language  that  he  had  heard  in  that  House. 
Members  had  not  scrupled  to  say,  that  tbe  mere 
exercise  of  our  political  rights,  as  an  independent 
Government,  was  equivalent  to  a  Declaration  of 
War  against  Britain.  Why  do  we  pretend  to  call 
ourselves  a  free  or  independent  People  ?  It  would 
be  much  better,  honestly  and  at  once,  to  declare 
ourselves  Colonies  mbject  to  Britain/  The  lan- 
guage held  upon  this  topic  was  an  insult  upon  the 
common  sense  of  every  American.  We  were  en- 
titled to  exercise  our  own  rights  in  our  own  way. 
He  woul4  rather  hazard  a  war,  than  give  up  that 
right 

Mr.  Wadsworth  was  convinced,  that  Spain 
and  Portugal  deserved  to  be  comprehended  under 
the  commercial  restrictions  as  much  as  Britain, 
since  they  behaved  as  badly.  Portugal,  in  parti- 
cular, had  acted  with  superlative  baseness,  for  she 
did  not,  as  in  good  faith  she  was  bound,  warn  us 
beforehand  of  the  approach  of  the  Algerine  Peace. 
It  was  true  that  the  newspapers  had  teemed  with 
preposterous  praise  of  her  generosity,  but  this  was 
altogether  a  farce ;  because  the  papen  before  the 
ffoueCf  which  could  not  be  primed,  proibed  the  con- 
trary. It  was  strangely  said,  that  Britain  had 
made  the  Peace  for  Portugal  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Court  of  Lisbon — a  circumstance  quite 
incredible.  Mr.  W.  asserted  the  conduct  of  Spain 
to  be  as  mischievous  as  it  possibly  could  be.  Tbe 
same  remark  applied  to  France,  where  the  Cap- 
tains of  American  vessels  had  been  fined  for  at- 
temping  to  obtain  redress  in  a  Court  of  Justice, 
against  the  captors  of  their  ships.  Nor  did  it  pro* 
ceed  from  any  want  of  provisions,  that  they  bad 
seized  cargoes  of  that  kind.  They  bad  openlj 
locked  them  up  in  warehouses  for  many  months, 
and  at  the  same  time  refusing  to  give  the  captain! 
of  the  vessels  any  satisfaction.  I  really  do  no( 
know  (said  Mr.  W.)  anybody,  within  whose  reae^ 
we  come,  that  does  not  despoil  us.  As  to  the  Lav 
of  Nations,  I  leave  that  to  gentlemen  of  the  law— 
they  may  manage  it ;  but  he  found  it  to  be  vi 
uncertain.  He  was  sure  that  all  the  worid  did 
all  the  harm  that  wa^  in  their  power ;  and  he 
not  certain  but  what  an  open  rupture  with  us 
be  acceptable  to  some  of  the  nations  of  Euroi 
With  regard  to  Spain,  such  a  hostile  dispositii 
cannot  be  surprising,  since  every  American  nei 
paper  that  we  can  look  into  is  full  of  projects 
driving  them  out  of  the  American  Continent 
said  that  immense  property  depended  on  the 
cision  of  this  day  ;  he  believed  there  never  was 
greater  at  stake,  in  any  question  which  bad  ei 
come  before  an  American  Congress.  He  refei 
to  the  lawsuits  at  present  depending  before 
British  Courts  of  Admiralty  for  the  recovery 
American  property  seized  by  the  British  pi  rat 
He  was  convinced  that,  if  the  present  amcndnii 
passed,  the  merchants  of  this  country  never  woi 
recover  a  farthing  before  the  British  Judges, 
the  immense  sums  for  which  they  had  lodg^ 
claims,  which  would  be  their  ruin.     There  wi 
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one  effect  which  tho  resolutions  would  produce, 
uid  that  was,  to  drive  a  great  part  of  our  shipping 
oat  of  emplorment  This  he  did  not  consider  as  a 
misfortune,  (or  there  was  a  much  greater  propor- 
tion of  the  mercantile  capital  of  America  engaged 
in  that  business  than  could  be  for  the  advantage  of 
the  ooontry. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  in  reply  to  an  argument  con- 
stantly urged  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  question,  said,  that  it  was  quite  needless  to 
speak  of  waiting  for  the  result  of  nn  application 
to  Briuin.  A  thing  has  happened  that  puts  all 
Begotiation  out  of  the  question.  A  man  owes  you 
a  dollar,  you  ask  payment,  and  he  robs  you  of  an 
bandred.  The  affiiir  of  the  Algerines  puts  an  end 
to  negotiation.  The  case  was  so  bad,  that  after 
it,  no  man  could  hope  for  amicable  redress  from 
Britain,  or  that  after  such  baseness  she  would  ever 
giTe  as  justice.  With  regard  to  Spain,  there  were 
two  good  reasons  why  we  should  not  wish  to  offend 
her.  In  the  first  place,  the  United  States  gained 
largely  by  her  trade;  and,  in  the  next,  she  was 
entirely  out  of  oar  power.  As  to  Britain,  she  was 
within  our  reach ;  and  he  was  solicitous  to  except 
Spain  and  every  other  country  from  the  restrio- 
tionSfe  that  their  impression  might  be  the  more 
strongly  felt  in  Britain. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  again  spoke  at  considerable 
length. 

Mr.  Clark  replied,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Sontb  Carolina  had  said  that  Britain  was  the 
no9t  friendly  to  the  United  States  of  any  nation 
in  Europe ;  and  that  if  a  stranger  came  into  that 
Hoase,  be  would  think  the  resolution  under  dis- 
ctisfiion  was  a  manifesto  of  war  against  Britain. 
Bat,  said  Mr.  C,  (looking  <^^  ^^'  Shttit,)  If  a 
stranger  were  to  come  into  this  House,  he  would 
think  that  Britain  had  an  agent  here. 

[Sere  the  gentleman  was  called  to  order.] 

Mr.  C.  rose  again,  and  repeated  what  he  had 
said,  appealing  to  the  judgment  of  the  House.  He 
said  that  he  had  not  named  the  gentleman  as  being 
a  British  agent;  he  had  only  said,  that  a  stranger 
Bight  think  there  was  a  British  agent  in  the  Com- 
nittee.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Smith]  had  objected 
to  the  prolixity  of  the  proposed  amendment,  in 
naming  and  excepting  so  many  nations  from  the 
r^trictions,  and  bad  recommended  it  as  much 
better  to  declare,  at  once,  that  they  were  levelled 
it  Britain  only ;  it  was  putting  twenty-five  words 
where  one  would  answer  the  purpose.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  0.,)  in  cases  of  this  kind  there  are  often  dif- 
f(n^nt  opinions.  He  had  heard  the  gentleman  him- 
self employ  fiye  hundred  words,  which,  in  his  judg- 
ment, did  not  comprehend  the  meaning  of  one. 
is  to  the  war,  we  had  heard  much  painting,  as  if 
inas  and  legs  were  flying  about  our  ears.  For  his 
own  part,  he  was  not  afi^id  of  hostilities :  the  rea- 
son perhaps  was,  that  being  much  more  advanced 
ni  life  than  some  other  members,  he  had  less  to 
lose  by  death.  As  to  the  present  amendment,  he 
forded  it  as  containing  the  essence  of  all  which 
tbev  have  been  debating  about  for  thirteen  days ; 
&nd  he  hoped  that  the  same  gentlemen  would  vote 
for  it  to-day,  who  yesterday  had  voted  for  the 
resolution  itself. 


Mr.  W.  SMrrH  rose  immediately  after  Mr. 
Clark,  and  observed,  that  the  member  mieht 
have  spared  himself  the  trouble  of  mentioning  his 
advanced  age,  as  his  garrulity  was  a  pretty  strong 
symptom  of  it  Whether  he  (Mr.  S.)  had,  in  the 
course  of  his>remarks,  employed  more  words  than 
were  necessary,  the  Committee  would  judge. 
They  would  also  judse  whether  the  incessant 
loquacity  of  that  raemoer  was,  in  general,  much 
to  the  purpose.  With  respect  to  any  illiberal  in- 
sinuations, they  only  excited  his  contempt  He 
had  no  doubt  they  were  reprobated  by  the  Com- 
mittee, for  they  were  intended  to  check  the  free- 
dom of  debate.  But  he  declared,  he  would  never 
suffer  such  attacks  to  deter  him  from  that  which 
he  conceived  a  proper  discharge  of  his  duty.  Mr. 
S.  said  it  was  astonishing  that,  after  he  had,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  debate,  so  guardedly 
excluded  all  political  topics,  and  confined  his  re- 
marks expressly  to  commercial  grounds,  (consider- 
ing the  subject  merely  as  a  commercial  one,)  that 
there  should  be  found  any  one  so  uncandid  as  to 
wrest  his  arguments  from  commercial  and  apply 
them  to  political  facts.  He  had  stated  commer- 
cial facts,  and  had  drawn  inferences  from  them. 
If  the  facts  were  unfounded  in  truth,  let  gentle- 
men deny  them.  If  his  inferences  were  inconclu- 
sive, let  gentlemen  refute  them.  It  was  with 
much  satisfaction  he  had,  however,  found,  that 
all  the  commercial  members  who  had  followed 
him  on  the  same  side  had,  by  their  opinions  and 
votes,  borne  testimony  to  the  accuracy  of  his  state- 
ments. Were  those  members,  on  that  account, 
liable  to  the  charge  of  undue  partiality  for  Bri- 
tain, and  would  they  not,  if  such  charge  were 
made,  be  justified  in  recriminating?  Would  there 
not  be  as  much  reason  to  accuse  the  one  side  of 
being  agents  of  France  as  the  other  of  being  agents 
for  Britain?  But  he  hoped  all  such  remarks 
would,  in  future,  be  spared.  The  members  on 
both  sides  were  Americans,  and  had  the  same 
object  in  view — the  public  good — but  they  differed 
about  the  means.  To  substitute  indecent  person- 
alities for  argument  was  unworthy  of  any  member, 
was  an  avowal  of  a  want  of  argument,  and  merited 
the  animadversion  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Swift  was  sorry  to  hear  so  much  personal 
reflection  cast  out  as  the  Committee  had  just  now 
heard.  He  was  convinced  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  would  despise  it,  as  he  was  satis- 
fled  that  every  other  gentleman  in  the  Committee 
would  do. 

Mr.  SviLTE  saw  no  difference  between  returning 
to  the  situation  of  a  Colony  dependent  upon  Bri- 
tain, and  that  of  submitting  to  be  shackled  as  to 
commercial  restrictions. 

Mr.  Ambs  said,  that  there  was  no  commercial 
State  in  the  Union  which  favored  the  resolutions: 
four-fiahs  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were 
against  them.  It  had  been  urged,  that  thev  con- 
tained nothing  new;  nothing  but  what  had  long 
been  intended  to  be  carried  into  execution.  An 
opinion  against  the  resolutions  was  travelling  with 
rapidity  from  this  centre,  on  every  side,  to  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  circle.  The  people  had  too 
much  good  sense  to  approve  them. 
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Mr.  Murray  was  surprised  at  the  new  tarn 
which  the  debate  had  taken.  Some  days  ago,  the 
Committee  bad  been  amused  and  delighted  with 
a  splendid  detail  of  the  advantages  to  be  secured 
to  America,  hy  the  resolutions;  but,  since  that 
time,  the  style  had  been  reversed,  and  it  was  now 
frankly  acknowledged  that  their  sole  end  was,  a 
system  of  hostility  against  Britain,  and  that  it 
was  the  noble  and  patriotic  passion  of  resentment 
which  had  produced  them  ?  But  he  was  most  of 
all  surprised  to  see  gentlemen  going  into  a  scheme 
which  must  blow  up  three-fourths  of  the  revenues 
of  the  country.  He  could  not  imagine  from  what 
motives  they  were  to  cast  themselves  on  their 
constituents  in  this  way,  or  by  what  means  they 
expected  to  be  able  to  discbarge  the  interest  of  the 
Public  Debt  He  was  of  opinion  that  no  sinister 
motives  of  speculation  in  the  Public  Funds  could 
influence  that  House.  He  was  satisfied  that  it 
contained  no  speculators  in  paper,  as  had  been  as- 
serted by  the  pen  of  calumny.  He  gave  his  hearty 
negative  to  the  resolutions,  in  every  shape.  All 
the  extensive  information  possessed  by  the  gentle- 
man who  introduced  them,  all  his  abilities,  and  all 
the  resources  of  his  mind,  had  not  been  able  to 
discover  any  method  for  dischareiuir  the  interest  of 
this  Debt 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  Mr.  Dexter,  Mr.  Hillhousx, 
Mr.  FiTzsiMONs,  and  other  members,  spoke  on  the 
subject 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  reported  progress, 
without  taking  a  question  on  the  amendment 


Wednesday,  February  5. 

Mr.  Gilbert,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  extending  the  time  for  trans- 
mitting the  oaths  of  absent  owners  of  vessels,  and 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Jenkins  and  Sons;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  remission  of  certain  duties; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  Pre- 
sident or  the  United  States,  of  the  thirtieth 
ultimo,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Governor  of  North  Carolina,  covering  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  that  State;  as,  also,  the 
petitions  of  Thomas  Person,  and  others,  proprie- 
tors of  lands  in  the  Territory  South  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  be  referred  to  Mr,  William  Smith, 
Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  Carnes,  Mr.  Orr,  and  Mr.  Pres- 
ton ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  or  amend- 
ments are,  in  their  opinion,  necessary  to  the  act 
"  to  establish  the  Post  OfBce  and  Post  Roads  of  the. 
United  States,"  made  a  report;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next 

The  Speakeu  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur}',  accompany- 
ing a  statement  of  the  moneys  now  in  the  Trea- 


sury, with  ^n  estimate  of  soch  fiirtb«r  sains  is 
may  probably  come  into  the  Treasury,  Man  the 
first  of  April  next;  and  the  demands  that  will  pro- 
bably be  made  on  the  Treasury  to  that  time;  with 
a  state  of  the  domestic  loans,  made  porsoaDt  to  the 
order  of  the  thirtieth  of  last  month ;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  is  cooiiiHUed 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  soppoit  of 
Government,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  him- 
dred  and  ninety-four. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  act  '*  to 
esUbliKh  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  Sutea,"* 
and  report  some  provision  in  the  case  where  any 
Judge  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States  is,  or 
may,  by  sickness  or  other  disqualifying  cause,  be 
rendered  incapable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  his 
office.  Also,  some  further  provision  ooDceming 
bail,  process,  and  costs,  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States;  and,  generally,  to  report  such  amendments 
to  the  said  act,  as  they  may  judge  Decessary  and 
Constitutional ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  tbeseiiv 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress* 

COMMERCE  OP  THE  UIHTED  STATES. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  now, 
according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee .  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  privileges 
and  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  in  foreign  countries. 

Mn  Lymah  \yished  that  a  delay  might  be  grant- 
ed, till  advices  should  be  received  from  England. 
It  fay  as  a  weight  on  his  mind,  that  the  Houie 
should  proceed  with  so  much  rapidity.  He  bad 
no  design  in  wishing  for  a  delay,  but  merely  that 
the  House  might  act  with  greater  certainty;  be- 
cause, after  they  had  taken  some  decisive  step,  io- 
telligence  of  an  accommodating  nature  might  ar- 
rive from  Britain*  and  cause  them  to  regret  the 
precipitation  of  their  measures.  He  referred  to 
the  directions  of  the  Executive  to  Mr.  Pincxset, 
to  send  a  final  answer  to  this  country  by  the  first 
of  December. 

Mr.  Baldwin  recommended  a  delay  during  this 
whole  session.  He  would  not  bsTe  sat  silent  dur- 
ing this  discussion,  as  he  had  hitherto  done,  but 
from  hopes  that  the  subject  would  end  in  that 
way.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  this  was  one  of 
those  questions  which  had  better  be  su£fered  to  lie 
undisturbed  for  some  time,  as  it  would,  by  deU/t 
bo  meliorated.  Two  years  ago,  when  the  ques- 
tion was  agitated,  he  and  some  other  gentlemen 
had  persuaded  those  members,  who  were  then  ex- 
tremely anxious  for  a  measure  of  this  nature,  to 
postpone  it  He  had  assured  them,  that  they  need- 
ed to  feel  no  alarm  for  their  commerce  and  ship- 
ping, as  they  would  unquestionably  rise  iast  into 
prosperity.  At  the  desire  of  these  gentlemen,  the 
report  had  been  made.  But,  last  session,  it  was 
considered  as  too  early  to  produce  it,  satitdacto^ 
information  upon  some  points  not  having  been  ob- 
tained. At  the  sitting  down  of  this  Congress,  the 
report  bad  been  laid  on  the  table.    It  would  hart 
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betrajed  an  improper  disrespect  for  the  last  Con- 
gress; for  the  Secretary  who  gave  in  the  report, 
and  for  the  gentleman,  whose  solicitations  had 
brou^t  it  into  existence,  not  to  have  paid  it  no* 
tiee.  Bat  the  predictions  of  Mr.  B.  had  heen  fally 
realized.  The  alarm  had  subsided.  The  very 
members  who  had  been  anxious  tor  reports  and 
restriotioas,  were  convinced,  from  experience,  that 
their  trade  and  shipping  were  in  no  danger.  In 
ipite  of  their  severe  losses  bv  sea,  they  were  all 
eontent  to  put  np  with  them  for  the  sake  of  cultn 
Tttio^  the  advantages  of  peace.  Time  had  satis- 
fied them  with  their  situation ;  and  if  the  subject 
should  be  suffered  to  sleep  till  another  session, 
time  woald,  tn  the  same  way,  eonvince .  the  other 
gentlemen,  at  present  for  the  resolutions,  that  they 
were  Buperfluous;  he,  therefore,  advised  to  defer 
the  consideration  of  the  question.  The  parties 
had  shifted  sides,  and  would  all,  in  the  course  of 
tune,  be  of  one  mind. 

Mr.  Sherburne  said,  that  he  was  one  of  only 
tvo  members  from  New  England,  who  had  voted 
for  the  resolutions.  He  did  so,  because  he  be- 
lieved them  to  correspond  both  with  the  inclina- 
tioDs  and  the  interests  of  his  constituents.  If  their 
opinion  had  been  different  from  his,  he  would  have 
resigned  it,  in  deference  to  that  of  those  who  sent 
him  into  the  House.  Since  he  had  ehen  his  vote, 
he  had  heard  so  many  assertions,  that  four-fifths 
of  the  people  of  America  were  against  the  resolu- 
tions, that  he  was  disposed  to  wish  for  a  delay,  till 
he  had  learned  the  real  state  of  public  sentiment. 

Mr.  Clabk  thought  it  reasonable  to  grant  a  de- 
lay, if  the  member  who  asked  for  it  [Mr.  Ltman] 
did  not  mean  this,  as  an  expedient,  to  put  off  the 
resolations.  It  was  proper  that  every  gentleman 
ahoald  be,  as  much  as  possible,  satisfied ;  and,  bo- 
lides, to  postpone  proceedings  till  advice  came 
from  Britain,  was  cutting  off  the  right  arm  of  ar- 
guments of  the  gentlemen  in  opposition. 

Mr.  Tract  begged  that  the  resolutions  tnight 
be  deferred  for  this  day,  at  least,  because  he  had  a 
report  to  lay  before  the  House  respecting  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  which  could  not  be  de- 
lajed. 

Mr.  LTXAir  declared  that,  in  asking  a  delay, 
he  had  no  motive  bnt  what  he  had  openly  stated. 
He  did  not  wish  to  postpone  the  discussion  for  any 
other  reason. 

Mr.  OooDHUE  differed  ttom  the  member  from 
^^ew  Jersey,  as  to  the  refusal  of  redress  by  Eng* 
Isndeuttiog  off  the  right  arm  of  the  arguments 
■pinst  the  resolutions.  He  had  not  the  least  idea 
of  redress  in  that  quarter,  as  to  the  stopping  of 
vessels  with  provisions  for  France.  He  had  op- 
poi«ed  the  resolution^  but  not  troim  any  idea  of  an 
tlteration  in, that  point. 

Mr.  LTMAk  then  moved,  that  the  further  con- 
nderation  of  the  resolutions  be  deferred  till  the 
fint  Monday  in  March  next 

Mr.  Shkrburnb  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Fftzsimons  said,  that  it  was  not  in  bis 
mind,  of  the  smallest  consequence  whether  the 
motion  was  carried  or  lost ;  nor  did  he  in  the  least 
ctte  on  which  side  his  voice  went.  With  respect 
to  Britain,  he  had  suffered  by  her  severely.    His 


property  had  been  seized  and  carried  into  her 
ports,  in  contradiction  to  reason  and  to  justicow 
He  had  not  yet  had  time  to  collect  the  proofs  of 
this,  sueh  as  to  enable  him  to  make  a  regular  ap« 
plication  to  the  Government  of  this  country ;  and 
ne  supposed  that  many  other  merchants  were  in 
the  same  situation  as  to  this  point  The  prohibi- 
tion of  commerce  between  America  and  France 
bv  the  combined  Powers,  was  more  injurious  in 
idea,  than  in  reality ;  and,  that  he  might  not  be 
misunderstood,  he  should  beg  leave  to  explain 
himself.  In  fact,  no  merchant  of  this  country 
would  think  of  sending  his  property  to  France ; 
for  the  Convention,  many  months  before  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  combined  Powers,  had  effectu- 
ally prohibited  the  importation  of  the  productioni 
of  America  into  France,  by  suffering  no  Frendi 
products  or  manufactures  to  be  sent  out  of  Franoe ; 
nor,  indeed,  anything  but  aesignaU^  which  were  of 
no  service  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Forrest  thought  it  extremely  improper  to 
defer  or  delay  a  decision ;  an  alarm  had  been 
spread.  It  was  proper  to  relieve  the  minds  of  the 
people.  He  wisnea  to  go  into  a  Committee  im- 
mediately ;  and,  if  that  should  be  refused,  he. would 
have  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Madison  had  no  objection  to  delay.  As 
to  the  resolutions,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Datton,  who 
had  spoke  of  the  versatility  of  the  ideas  of  the 
mover,  he  said»  that  he  had  always  reconciled  him- 
self to  giving  up  some  parts,  and  making  partial 
sacrifices,  provided  the  great  principle  was  pre- 
served. 

Mr.  FiNDLBY,  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  said, 
that,  previous  to  the  discussion  on  the  re$olutionS| 
retailers  had  agreed  to  raise  the  price  of  goods  for 
other  and  well  known  reasons,  but  that  he  had 
not  discovered  that  the  wholesale  merchants  had 
raised  the  prices. 

Mr.  FIT2SIM0N8  contradicted  Mr.  Findlet, 
both  as  to  this  assertion,  and  another  which  he 
had  made,  that  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia 
were  satisfied  with  the  resolutions,  which  was 
contrary  to  the  fact  He  was  authorixed  to  say  it 
was  otherwise. 

Mr.  FiNDLBY  acknowledged,  that  he  had  said, 
that  at  least  four-fifths  of  the  merchants,  whom 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with,  were 
in  favor  of  the  resolutions.  That  he  was  safe  in 
saying  so,  and  that  he  had  been  informed  of  so 
man V  more  having  the  same  sentiments  as  to  jus* 
tify  him,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  merchants  were 
not  generally  against  the  resolutions.  That  he 
had  introduced  this  assertion  in  opposition  to  the 
frequent  appeals  that  had  been  made  to  the  opin- 
ions of  the  mercantile  members  of  the  House.  He 
had  always  thought  appeals  to  the  opinions  of 
those  on  the  same  side  of  the  question,  an  impro- 
per argument.  He  did  not  admit,  however  strong- 
ly it  had  been  asserted,  that  all  the  members  en- 
gaged in  commerce,  were  against  the  resolutions. 
And  when  he  reflected  upon  the  great  influence 
arising  from  the  mercantile  accommodation  of 
credit  and  assortments,  so  much  urged  by  the  mem- 
ber who  took  the  lead  in  opposing  the  resolutions, 
and  fimnd  so  many  merchants  out  of  doors  in  fa- 


481 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


432 


H.  OP  R.] 


Difficulty  with  Algiers, 


[FiBBUAKT,  1794. 


Tor  of  them,  he  was  convinced  of  the  trath  of  the 
observation  of  a  member  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Smith,]  that  the  merchants  of  the  United  States 
were  more  patriotic,  and  understood  the  Constita- 
tion  and  interests  of  their  country  better  than 
those  of  other  countries.  For,  when  it  was  con- 
sidered that  the  object  of  commercial  pursuits 
was  gain,  and  that  merchants,  as  such,  had  attach- 
ments to  every  country,  in  proportion  to  the  ad- 
vantages they  derived  from  it  in  trade;  and  that 
though  they  were,  perhaps,  more  fully  possessed 
of  a  general  philanthropy,  or  of  that  kind  of  patri- 
otism which  embraces  all  mankind,  yet,  that  they 
had  not  so  much  of  that  exclusive  attachment  to 
a  particular  country  as  other  classes  of  citizens. 
He  said  that,  when  it  was  evident  that  such  a  vast 
proportion  of  mercantile  gain  and  accommodation 
was  enjoyed  in  the  commerce  with  Britain,  he 
was  not  surprised  that  so  great  a  proportion  of 
merchants  were  against  resolutions,  calculated  to 
narrow  that  commerce,  or  that  some  who  were 
once  in  favor  of  them,  had  been  persuaded  to 
change  their  mind. 

While  he  had  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  mer- 
chants, with  whom  his  colleague  conversed,  were 
against  the  measure,  yet,  he  aahered  to  the  truth 
of  his  former  assertion.  Ho  said,  it  was  not  de- 
cent nor  orderly  to  prove  his  assertion  by  mention- 
ing names  on  the  floor ;  but,  if  his  colleague  chose 
a  private  explanation,  he  would  be  convinced  that 
the  merchants  who  had  declared  themselves  in 
favor  of  the  resolutions  were  pretty  numerous,  and 
not  inferior  in  respectability,  nor  in  the  extent  of 
their  commercial  dealings,  to  those  who  were 
against  them. 

In  reply  to  the  assertion,  that  the  price  of  goods 
had  been  raised  in  consequence  of  the  resolutions. 
He  said  that  there  was  a  cpreater  number  of  coun- 
try storekeepers  in  town  tnan  usual  at  this  season.' 
That  he  had  frequently  accompanied  them  to  the 
wholesale  merchants.  That  they  purchased  the 
Manchester  goods  as  cheap,  and,  in  some  instances, 
cheaner,  than  ever  he  had  seen  them.  That,  though 
woollens  were  a  little  dearer  than  he  had  some- 
times found  them,  yet  they  were  not  sold  dearer 
at  the  wholesale  stores,  since  the  discussion  on  the 
resolutions  began,  than  they  were  when  Congress 
met.  That,  therefore,  his  assertion,  as  far  as  it 
went,  was  founded  on  incontrovertible  facts,  and 
the  testimony  of  respectable  merchants.  That  it 
was  well  known  that  those  who  kept  retail  stores 
had  entered  into  an  agreement  to  raise  the  price 
of  cloths  previous  to  the  introduction  of  .the  reso- 
lutions. 

Mr.  Bourne,  Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  Sherburne,  Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr. 
Boudinot,  also  spoke. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  postpone  the 
subject  to  the  first  Monday  in  March  next ;  and 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  51,  nays 
47,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Theodonu  Bailey,  Abrnham  Baldwin,  Tho- 
mas Bloant.  Thomas  P.  Carnes,  Gabriel  Christie,  Abra- 
ham Clark.  I«aac  Cole»,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent, 
William  Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie, 
Nicholas  Gilmau,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg, 


William  &  Grove,  George  Hancock,  Csrter  R  Harri- 
son, John  Heath,  Daniel  Heister,  John  Hunter,  Wil- 
liam  Ir?iDe,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Natha- 
niel Macon,  James  Madison,  Alexander  Mebane,  Wil- 
liam Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg. 
Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Na- 
thaniel Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Jo»iah  Parker,  John 
Patton,  Andrew  Pickens,  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Ruth- 
erford, Thomas  Scott,  John  S.  Sherburne,  John  Srnilie, 
Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Thomas  Tre<lwe!l,  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable,  Fraods  Walker, 
Benjamin  Williams,  and  Joseph  WinstoiL 

NxTa — Fisher  Ames.  James  Armstruog,  John  Beat- 
ty,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sheariaabiib  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Da- 
vid Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitasimona,  Uriah  Forrest, 
Dwight  Foster,  Es«kiel  Gilbert,  Henry  Glean,  Beoja- 
min  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas 
Hartley,  James  Hillhoase,  William  Hindman,  Samuel 
Holten,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned.  RicharU 
Bland  Lee,  Francis  Malbone.  Joseph  McDowell,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
Tliatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Tram  boll.  John  E. 
Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts, 
Paine  Wingate,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  a 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Perkins  and  Company,  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  prating  that  an  additional  dutv 
may  be  laid  on  tne  importatipn  of  nails,  or  sack 
encouragement  given  to  the  manufacture  of  the 
said  article  within  the  United  States  as,  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress,  shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Coit,  and  Mr.  Hindman  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion,  thereupon,  to  tKe 
House. 

DIFFICULTY  WITH  ALGIERS. 

After  the  reading  of  some  private  petitions,  it 
was  moved  that  the  House  go  into  a  Ccunmittee 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  draft  of  a  resolution  was  handed  to  the 
Speaker,  which  had  been  drawn  up  by  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  the  papers  on  the 
Algerine  business.  The  substance  of  the  resolu- 
tion was,  that  certain  parts  had  been  marked  by 
the  committee  as  improper  for  publication ;  aoa, 
therefore,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  cUacussion, 
they  should  not  be  referred  to,  or  the  reading  of 
them  called  for,  by  any  of  the  members. 

A  motion  to  this  purpose  was  then  made  and 
seconded. 

Mr.  Hunter  said  he  would  treat  the  commit- 
tee as  he  would  wish  them  to  treat  him.  He  had 
no  design  of  condemning  the  committee ;  but  he 
could  not  think  of  attempting  to  discuss  a  ques- 
tion where  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  call  for  and 
examine  the  very  materials  requisite  for  deciding 
his  opinion. 
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Oq  motion,  the  House  went  into  a  Gominittee  of 
the  Whole  pn  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  resolution  being  read  for  building  four  ships 
of  44  gang  and  two  ships  of  20  guns — 

tfr.  Maoison  rose  to  inquire  whether  there  was, 
io  the  public  stores  of  the  United  States,  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  cedar  and  li^e  oak  for  building 
the  proposed  six  vessels  ?  He  was  answered  that 
there  was  not  Mr.  M.  then  observed,  that  it  was 
evident  this  fleet  could  not  be  ready  for  effective 
service  in  the  course  of  the  present  year.  He 
imigined  that  there  was  another  resolution,  pre> 
eedent  as  to  the  time  of  voting  it,  which  ought  to 
be  before  the  Committee.  The  resolution  to  which 
he  alluded,  was  that  assigning  a  sum  of  money  to 
buy  a  cessation  of  hostilities  from  the  Regency  of 
Alters.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  project  of 
fitting  out  an  armed  squadron  was  liable  to  many 
solid  objections.  There  were  two  points  of  light 
io  which  this  subject  might  be  surveyed.  The 
first  of  these  was,  whether  the  Algerines  acted 
from  their  own  impulse  in  this  matter?  In  that 
ctie,  they  were  known  to  be  in  the  habit  of  selling 
1  peace;  and,  if  they  are  willing  to  do  so,  he 
fiocied  that  it  might  be  purchased  for  less  money 
tiun  the  armament  would  cost  On  the  other 
bind,  if  they  do  not  act  from  their  own  impulse, 
but  upon  the  instigation  of  Britain,  we  may  de- 
peod  upon  it  that  they  cannot  be  bought  Bri- 
Uio  will  keep  them  hostile.  There  is  infinitely 
Bore  danger  of  a  British  war  from  the  fitting  out 
of  ships  than  from  the  resolutions  on  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  distance  which 
the  ships  would  have  to  sail  is  not  less  than  three 
tboQsand  miles,  and  their  number  is  too  small  for 
a  deciffire  advantage.  The  Combined  Powers 
voqM  embrace  the  equipment  of  these  ships  as 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  pick  a  quarrel  with  the 
United  States.  Mr.  M.  expressed  his  doubts  with 
regard  to  the  propriety  of  this  measure,  because  the 
expense  would  be  immense,  and  there  was  no  cer- 
tainty of  reaping  any  benefit  from  it 

Mr.  Clark  was  anxious  to  state  his  doubts  on 
tbU  subject,  that  gentlemen,  who,  by  their  habits 
of  life,  bad  met  with  opportunities  of  better  in- 
t^nnation  than  he  possessed^  might  correct  him 
vbere  he  was  wrong.  In  the  first  place,  the  ships 
voold  be  too  small  in  point  of  number  to  be  of 
aoy  kind  of  importance,  amidst  the  numerous  na- 
^cs  of  Europe.  The  distance  from  any  friendly 
?wi,  There,  in  case  of  accidents,  they  might  re- 
P*"".  was  likewise  very  great  It  was  to  be  ex- 
petted  that,  when  they  fell  in  with  British  ships 
^*ar,  that  the  latter  would  endeavor  to  search 
uKm  for  prohibited  cargoes,  and  for  seamen,  be- 
cause they  were  in  the  practice  of  impressing  theur 
•*n  countrymen  wherever  they  could  find  them. 
Tbis  would  produce  a  quarrel.  There  was  a 
■cHcmc  which  occurred  to  him,  and  which  he 
lodged  would  be  less  expensive  and  more  effectu- 
al- This  was,  to  hire  the  Portuguese  to  cruise 
jpinst  the  Algerines.  He  understood  that  the 
Court  of  Lisbon  desired  to  keep  her  ships  of  war 
in  actual  service.  The  British  have  been  in  the 
»bit  of  building  frigates  for  the  service  of  the 
^geriaes,  and,  as  he  was  informed,  mariners  at 


a  diHtanoe  upon  sea,  could  distirtguish  in  what 
country  ves.sels  were  built  by  their  construction. 
Hence  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  captain  of  an 
American  fiigate  to  ascertain  at  sea  a  British  ship 
of  war  from  an  Algerine.  He  had  an  objection  to 
the  establishment  of  a  fleet,  because,  when  once 
it  had  been  commenced,  there  would  be  no  end  of 
it  We  must  then  have  a  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  a  swarm  of  other  people  in  office,  at  a  mon- 
strous expense.  If  we  build  six  ships  this  year, 
we  should  next  year  find  it  necessary  to  build  six 
more,  and  so  on.  The  Combined  Powers  would 
find  a  much  better  pretence  for  a  war  by  this  arm- 
ament than  fi*om  the  resolutions  on  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary.  Bfr.  0.  closed  his  speech,  which 
was  heard  with  great  attention,  by  observing, 
that  he  rose  principally  to  submit  his  opinions  on 
this  question  as  hints  for  those  who  were  better 
qualified  to  form  a  judgment  on  the  subject  than 
himself. 

Mr.  Baldwin  expressed  his  doubts  as  to  every 
part  of  this  subject  He  had  not  been  able  to  gain 
any  information  that  was  satisfactory.  To  block 
up  the  Mediterranean  was,  he  believed,  impractica- 
ble. Bribery  alone  could  purchase  security  from 
the  Algerines.  Spain  and  Britain  had  always 
found  this  method  the  cheapest.  He  had  much 
confidence  in  the  gentleman  who  had  been  em- 
ployed to  go  as  an  Envoy  to  Algiers^  from  this 
country.  He  was  a  thorough  man.  Mr.  B.  had 
yet  formed  no  decided  opinion,  and  could  wish  to 
suspend  his  judgment  till  he  learned  the  issue  of 
the  present  application  to  the  Dey.  If  bribery 
would  not  do,  he  should  certainly  vote  for  equip- 
ping a  fleet. 

Mr.  Nicholas  feared  that  we  were  not  a  match 
for  the  Algerines.  A  small  number  of  sailors 
were  sufficient  to  navigate  one  of  their  ships,  and 
they  had  a  militia  to  man  them  who  were  innume- 
rable. He  had  not  been  able  to  form  an  exact  opU 
nion,  but  he  was  afraid  that  we  were  not  a  match 
for  them  by  sea. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  rose  chiefly  to  answer  the  inter- 
rogatories proposed  by  Mr.  Clark,  as  to  what 
harbors  in  Europe  American  ships  could  retire  to 
for  shelter?  In  an  early  part  of  his  life,  Mr.  S. 
said  that  he  had  been  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
and  could  assure  the  House  that  there  was  no 
want  of  proper  harbors  to  refit  or  obtain  provi- 
sions in.  The  first  he  mentioned  was  Toulon ; 
Marseilles,  likewise,  had  a  most  excellent  harbor, 
and  there  was  no  doubt  that  our  vessels  would  be 
received  there  in  the  most  friendly  way,  as  the 
Aleerines  had  lately  declared  war  against  the  Re- 
public of  France.  Spain  had,  likewise,  several 
excellent  ports — Malaga,  Cadiz,  Barcelona,  and 
Ferrol.  In  all  these  the  American  squadron 
would  be  heartily  welcome,  and  meet  with  all 
kinds  of  naval  stores  in  the  greatest  abundance. 
Lisbon,  also,  was  a  fine  harbor,  and  Oporto  would 
be  proper  for  the  same  purpose.  So  that,  in  case 
of  accident,  the  armament  had  nothing  to  fear 
fh>m  wanting  a  place  of  retreat  He  had  no  doubt 
that  our  vessels  and  our  sailors  would  both  be 
much  superior  to  those  of  the  Algerines.  Their 
ships  were  old  and  crazy,  and  were  presents  made 
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them  by  the  Powers  with  whom  they  were  not  at 
war.  The  American  bottoms  must  be  better; 
and  our  fleet  will  most  likely  have  its  station  be- 
tween Oran  and  ICalaga,  and,  stretching  across 
between  those  two  •  ports,  block  up  the  mouth  of 
the  Straits.  He  adverted  to  the  mistake  of  Mr. 
Baldwin,  who  had  said  that  Spain  never  attempt- 
ed to  block  up  the  Straits ;  the  proper  answer  to 
which  was,  that  Spain  had  an  extensive  coast,  not 
less  tlian  four  or  five  hundred  miles,  within  the 
Mediterranean;  so  that  she  was  quite  differently 
ailuated,  with  regard  to  them,  from  America.  Mr. 
S.  mentioned,  as  a  consolatory  circumstance,  that 
our  profit  was  ^wice  as  great  at  present,  in  com- 
merce, as  it  was  before  the  war,  in  spite  of  all  the 
spoliations  committed  by  Britain  and  by  Spain; 
and,  if  the  war  continues,  the  profits  will  continue 
to  multiply  twice  as  hst  as  they  would  otherwise 
da  As  an  evidence  of  this  &ct,  he  mentioned 
the  high  price  of  wheat  at  present  in  this  market, 
and  asked  whether  any  gentleman  had  heard  of  a 
price  so  high  at  this  aeason  of  the  year  before? 
A  gentleman  [Mr.  Nicholas]  had  spoken  of  an  Al-< 
gerine  militia.  Why,  sir,  (said  Mr.  S.,)  I  shall  set 
down  against  them  the  American  militia,  and  so 
that  account  is  settled.  He  estimated  that  the 
whole  American  exports  and  imports,  in  round 
numbers,  was  twenty  millions  of  dollars  each; 
and  that  the  extra  insurance  on  account  of  the 
Algerines,  from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other, 
would  not  be  less  than  five  per  cent  on  the  whole, 
which  was,  altogether,  two  millions  of  dollars. 
From  this  Mr.  S.  mferred  that  it  must  be  the  very 
worst  kind  of  economy  to  hazard  an  expense  of 
two  millions  of  dollars  of  insurance,  for  the  sake 
of  saving  the  charges  of  this  armament  He  did 
not  see  it  improbable  that  the  Algerines  might 
very  soon  be  on  our  coast,  under  the  command  of 
British  or  American  renegadoes.  It  was  nothing 
uncommon,  among  seamen,  for  two  captains  to  be 
in  the  greatest  friendship  to-day,  and  plundering 
each  other's  vessels  to-morrow.  As  an  example 
of  what  Americans,  in  particular,  are  capable  of 
doing,  he  repeated  the  history  of  a  Mr.  Cooper,  of 
Virginia,  who,  some  years  ago,  fitted  out  a  ship 
for  the  express  purpose  of  cruising  against  Ame- 
rican vessels  bound  from  or  to  the  East  Indies. 
He  sent  a  person  into  the  harbor  of  Algiers  to  so- 
licit a  commission  from  the  Dey,  and  this  Envoy 
had  very  near  been  taken  prisoner,  as  the  Dty 
wanted  to  have  made  a  slave  of  him.  Mr.  S.  said 
that  Mr.  Cooper  was  known  to  be  a  man  of  cou- 
rage, of  perseverance,  and  as  possessing  that  spe- 
cies of  intellectual  resources  which  quidify  an  ad- 
venturer for  bold  undertakings.  He  inferred,  from 
this  anecdote,  that,  if  Mr.  Cooper,  a  man  of  re- 
sectable birth  and  connexions,  could  form  such  a 
scheme,  what  was  not  to  be  feared  from  the  com- 
mon set  of  seamen?  He  could  not  tell  where  the 
danger  might  end ;  nor  did  he  know  whether  Phi- 
ladelphia itself  would  be  in  safety.  They  might 
speak  of  their  forts  as  much  as  they  pleased ;  he 
knew  their  force,  and  did  not  much  value  it  The 
British  had  gone  past  them,  and  what  was  to  hin- 
der the  Algerines,  or  such  a  man  as  Mr,  Cooper, 
from  getting  past  them?    Were  he  on  the  coast 


of  an  enemy,  he  should  have  the  least  scrapie 
of  engaging  to  run  a  ship  by  such  forts,  when 
there  was  in  view  so  great  a  prospect  as  the  plon- 
der  of  Philadelphia.  He  strongly  pressed  the  ne- 
cessity of  sending  out  the  proposed  fleet  as  qu:c3L^  j 
as  possible. 

Mr.  Amis  attacked  the  mover  of  the  resolutions 
on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  [Mr.  Madi8o:!6 
for  not  displaying  in  the  affair  of  the  Algert 
some  part  of  the  spirit  which  he  had  exerted  on  t 
other  occasion.  He  thought  it  shameful  to  buy 
peace,  and  that  there  could  be  no  security,  if 
did.  He  recommended  an  armament  Porto_ 
had  shown  herself  friendly ;  and«  referring  to  wh 
Mr.  Clark  had  stated,  he  was  of  opinion  she  wou 
give  our  ships  shelter  in  her  ports.  He  thoag 
Uiat  six  stout  frigates  at  the  mouth  oi  the  Strai 
would  do  the  business.  He  went  at  considerabl 
length  into  Mr.  Madisom*s  resolutions,  and  co: 
demned,  upon  various  grounds,  the  arguments  an 
conduct  of  the  gentlemen  who  supported  th 
Yesterday,  we  were  told  that  Britain  durst  n 
quarrel  with  America,  and  to-day,  she  is  represent^ 
od  as  ready  to  do  it  Our  commerce  is  on  the  poin 
of  being  annihilated,  and,  unless  an  armament  t: 
fitted  out,  we  may  very  soon  expect  the  Algeri 
on  the  coast  of  America. 

Mr.  GiLBS,  in  reply,  said  that  Mr.  Ams-drew  in 
consistent  pictures.  One  day  he  represented  t 
American  commerce  at  the  summit  of  p 
rity;  the  next,  it  was  reduced  to  nothing  I 
defence  of  the  commercial  regulations;  he  remind 
ed  the  House  that  Britain,  and  not  Algiers,  w 
the  real  object  of  alarm,  and  the  real  source  o; 
hostility.  It  was,  therefore,  proper  to  provide 
medies  against  both  of  these  illustrious  confederatesLJ 
Algiers  was  but  the  instrument,  Britain  w: 
the  cause.  The  reliance  of  Britain  upon  this 
instrument  plainly  showed  that  she  was  not  equal 
to  a  war  and  a  commercicl  contest  She  had, 
therefore,  turned  loose  the  Algerines  upon  us— ^ 
fact  which  is  pretty  generally  acknowledged  oa| 
both  sides  of  the  House.  It  is,  therefore,  in  the 
power  of  Britain  to  prevent  the  progress  of  these 
pirates.  The  commercial  restrictions  will  reduce 
Britain  to  difficultrf,  and  she  will  then,  for  the 
sake  of  fi*iendship  with  America,  be  glad  to  put  a! 
stop  to  the  Algttrine  ravages.  Until  some  mea^ 
sure  of  this  kind  has  been  adopted,  Britain,  as  sh^ 
has  raised  up  Algiers,  will  keep  her  up.  Thd 
cheapest  mode  of  getting  peace  will  certainly  beb^ 
embracing  the  commercial  regulations.  Mr.  G.  waa 
averse  to  the  proposal  of  a  fleet  He  agreed  very; 
'much  with  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [MrJ 
Clark,]  that  it  would  be  a  better  expedient  to  hire! 
the  fleet  of  Portugal.  He  considered  the  e^- 
blishment  of  a  maritime  force  as  having  a  direct 
tendency  to  war;  whereas,  the  commercial  re- 
strictions had  the  same  tendency  to  peace.  The 
sending  of  American  armed  ships  into  the  midst  of 
the  fleets  of  Europe  would  certainly  produce  a 
quarrel.  It  had  been  well  remarked,  [by  Mr. 
Clark,]  that,  if  an  attempt  was  made  to  search  cur 
ships  of  war,  like  our  merchantmen,  it  would 
infallibly  produce  a  public  affront,  and  consequent 
I  hostilities. 


%1 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


4as 


IBKCART,  1794.] 


Naval  Force^ 


(H.  ofS, 


Mr.  Madison,  in  npXy  to  some  remarks  which 
id  fallen  from  Mr.  Smith,  respecting  the  present 
igh  price  of  wheat  in  the  American  market,  said, 
\it  he  had  beea  informed  of  a  place  where  wheat 
lid  for  four  killings  and  sixpence  per  bushel 
)Ij,  where  the  dollar  passes  for  six  shillings. 
J.  M.  supposed  that  Britain  could  render  very 
isential  service  to  the  Algerines,  without  em« 
irking  in  a  war.  She  has  not  embarked  in  a 
If  to  the  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  but  she  has  done 
le  same  thing,  in  substance,  by  supplying  the 
idians  with  arms,  ammunition,  and,  perhaps,  with 
ibsistence.  He  did  not  assert  that  Britain  directed 
le  plan  of  the  Indian  expeditions,  for  he  had  no 
[plicit  eYidence  that  thej  actually  did  sa  In  the 
ime  way  that  they  gave  underhand  assistance  to 
le  Indians,  they  would  give  it  to  the  AlgerineS| 
Uber  than  hazard  an  open  war. 
The  Committee  now  rose,  without  coming  to  the 
uestioo. 


Frxdat,  Febniary  7. 

JoH^  Page,  from  Virginia,  appeared,  produced 
is  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Rewlved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
ort  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations,  are  ne- 
essary  in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the 
c|istering  and  recording  of  ships  or  vessels."  Also, 
0  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  enrolling  and 
tcensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  m  the 
nsting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
wne.''  Also,  in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  re- 
pilate  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law 
n  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into 
h  Uniteid  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or 
ressels.'*  And  also,  if  any,  and  what,  further 
cgislitive  provision  may  be  necessary  for  the  se- 
:oring  and  collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and  do- 
ne>tic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith, 
ar.  FiTzsiMONs>  Mr.  Parkeb,  and  Mr.  Benjamin 
DorKXE,  be  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said 
fwolution. 

Mr.  Samuel  Sktth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
jw  referred  the  petition  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
lousard,  made  a  report;  which  was  read  and 
wdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

-PaiSlDlHT   OF   THE   UmITED   StaTES  : 

^*»tUmm  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  ike  Bauee  of  JUpreeentativei : 

1  tiusmit  to  yoB  an  Act  and  three  Ordinanoea,  passed 
^  the  Govemmeot  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
Sutes  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  on  the  18lh  and  2l8t  of 
■uch,  and  the  7th  of  May,  1798 ;  and  also  certain  Let- 
^>  from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
^public,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  endoeing  denpatches 
^'01  the  General  and  Extraordinarj^  Commission  of 
G'^daloupe.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

LsrriD  States,  February  7,  1794. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  Message  and  papers  do 
^  on  the  Uhle. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
^»t  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
«i  providing  for  the  relief  of  such  of  the  inhahit- 


antB  of  Saint  Domingo,  resident  within  the  United 
States,  as  may  be  found  to  be  in  want  oif  support," 
with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  NAVAL  FORCE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The 
Chairman  read  the  resolution  before  the  House  for 
equipping  a  Naval  force. 

Mr.  Madison  thought  this  expedient  unlikely  to 
answer  the  purpose,  and  liable  to  many  objections. 
Before  the  American  squadron  can  be  equipped, 
the  truce  between  Algiers  and  Portugal  must 
expire.  When  that  expiration  shall  talke  place, 
she  either  will  not  renew  the  truce  at  all,  or  she 
will  stipulate  that  the  United  States  shall  be  com- 
prehended in  it.  He  would  save  the  money  in- 
tended for  the  fleet,  and  hire  the  Portuguese  ships 
of  war  with  it,  as.  soon  as  the  truce  ends.  He 
wished  that  the  Committee  might  reject  the  present 
motion,  and  when  they  did  so,  he  would  move  a 
resolution,  a  copy  of  which  he  read  to  the  Commit- 
tee.   It  was  in  substance : 

**  That  the  »nm  of  — -  dollars  be  provided  to  b« 
employed  in  such  a  manner  as  should  be  found  most 
effectual  for  obtaining  a  peace  with  the  Regency  of  Al- 
giers ;  and  failing  of  this,  that  the  sum  should  be  applied 
U>  the  end  of  obtaining  protection  from  some  of  toe  Eu- 
ropean Powers." 

Mr.  M.  considered  the  armament  at  present  pro- 
posed, as  quite  too  small  to  answer  any  eflBcient 
purpose. 

A  member  here  observed,  that  it  would  be 
hazardous  to  rely  on  Portugal ;  because  though  the 
truce  might  expire  in  about  six  months,  it  wonld 
possibly  be  renewed  at  the  end  of  that  time,  or 
converted  into  a  peace. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONS  wished  that  gentlemen  would 
pay  some  attention  to  attested  facts,  before  they 
so  abruptly  declare  that  the  six  ships  proposed  by 
the  Committee  to  be  built  and  put  into  commis- 
sion, were  incompetent  to  the  end  for  which  they 
were  designed  The  Committee  had  bestowed 
considerable  time  in  deliberating  upon  the  best  in- 
formation which  could  be  obtained,  before  they 
spcciBed  the  force  requisite  to  be  employed,  and 
they  had  been  satisfied,  that  what  was  now  proposed 
would  be  equal  to  the  end.  Here  Mr.  F.  read 
a  different  statement  of  the  ships  of  war  in  the 
service  of  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  at  different 
times.  One  of  these  shows  that  in  the  year  1789, 
there  were  nine  xebecs,  from  thirty-six  to  ten  guns, 
and  one  ship  of  forty  guns  upon  the  stocks ;  but, 
that  several  of  the  xebecs  were  laid  up  or  unfit 
for  service.  A  second  estimate  of  the  Algerine 
maritime  force  had  been  transmitted  by  Mr. 
Humphries.  He  specified  four  frigates,  two  xe- 
becs, and  one  brig.  By  advices  still  more  recent, 
Uie  fleet  consisted  of  one  vessel  of  forty- four  guns, 
one  of  thirty-six,  one  of  twenty-eight,  three  xebecs, 
and  a  brig.  Mr.  F.  observed,  that  gentlemen  had 
objected  to  the  sending  out  an  American  fleet; 
that  they  could  not  always  keep  together.  .  He 
reminded  them,  that  from  November  to  March  or 
April,  the  corsairs  of  Barbary  nerer  go  out  to  sea. 
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There  were  two  months  during  that  time,  when 
they  were  restrained  by  their  religion  from  pirati- 
cal excursions.  The  Committee  had  been  told, 
that  the  Portuguese  are  ready  to  assist  us.  There 
is  ground  to  expect  this  assistance,  but  not  to  de- 
pend upon  it  Two  American  frigates,  along  with 
the  Portuguese  vessels,  would  be  fully  equal  to 
the  task  of  curbing  the  Algerines.  As  to  militia, 
he  could  not  see  of  what  consequence  they  could 
be  in  a  naval  contest  With  regard  to  expense, 
he  stated  a  very  important  fact  The  United 
States  import,  annually,  two  millions  of  bushels  of 
salt  from  these  countries,  which  the  Algerines  will 
cut  off  from  our  commerce.  The  rise  on  that  ar- 
ticle must  then  be  at  least  one  dollar  per  bushel ; 
which  is  a  tax  of  two  millions  of  dollars  at  once, 
or  three  times  the  expense  of  the  armament  Pro- 
bably, however,  the  loss  may  extend  to  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars  on  this  single  article  of  salt,  in  one 
year  only ;  a  sum  which  would  keep  up  the  fleet 
a  long  time.  We  have  been  trying  to  buy  a  peace, 
but  without  success ;  and  if  we  are  not  able  to  en- 
force it,  the  price  of  buying  it  must  be  so  much 
the  higher.  As  soon  as  Portugal  is  left  to  herself, 
she  will  certainly  protect  us,  because  it  is  much  for 
her  interest  to  do  so.  At  present,  she  cannot,  per- 
haps from  the  influence  of  the  combined  Powers. 
Mr.  F.  therefore  recommended  an  armament  in  the 
mean  time. 

Mr.  Skilib  objected  to  this  measure,  because  it 
was  unequal  to  the  task.  Britain  would  assist  the 
Algerines  nnderhkndedly,  as  she  did  an  enemy  in 
another  quarter,  and  would  continue  to  do  so.  He 
did  not  think  she  was  shameless  enough  to  own  it, 
but  she  would  do  it    He  spoke  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Nicholas  went  on  the  same  ground.  He 
said  that  Britain  had  not  been  content  with  strik- 
ing  up  a  truce  for  Portugal,  that  the  Algerines 
might  be  let  loose  on  American  commerce,  but 
her  Minister  at  the  court  of  Lisbon  had  endeavored 
to  prevent  our  vessels  from  obtaining  a  Portu- 
guese convoy.  Not  content  with  insuring  a  loss 
to  America,  she  had  striven  to  make  that  loss  imme- 
diate. As  to  the  duration  of  the  truce,  it  could 
not  last  long,  for  the  Queen  of  Portugal  had,  in 
fact,  broken  it  already.  She  had  declared  that  the 
trade  to  that  country  should  pass  unmolested ;  to 
which  condition  it  was  not  likely  that  the  Alge- 
rines would  consent  The  Portuguese  nobility 
had  clamored  at  the  acceptance  of  a  truce.  So 
that,  on  the  whole,  it  could  hardly  last  long.  A 
naval  force  was  a  YeTy  expensive  affair.  The 
greater  part  of  the  immense  debt  of  England  had 
been  lavished  on  her  navy.  He  was  against  build- 
ing a  navy. 

Mr.  Swift  had  always  been  sensible  that  the 
situation  of  this  country  was  not  fit  for  war.  We 
have  a  very  heavy  debt ;  but  still  it  is  better  to 
bear  debts  than  depredations.  A  gentleman  of 
extensive  information  [Mr.  S.  Smfth,  in  yester- 
day^s  debate]  had  stated  the  rise  of  insurance  as 
much  less  than  the  armament  would  cost  Britain 
had  always  more  dependence  on  her  navy  than 
on  the  immense  sums  that  she  pays  to  these  Bar- 
barians. Mr.  S.  had  no  doubt  that  the  proposed 
fleet  would  have  its  intended  effect    He  despaired 


of  either  buying  a  truce  or  buying  an  ally.  As 
to  the  militia  of  Algiers,  they  could  not  be  bronght 
into  action  against  frigates.  He  considered  the 
charge  of  hiring  the  Algerines,  as  an  unfoanded 
accusation  on  the  honor  of  Britain.  He  could  not 
bring  himself  to  believe  that  she  was  capable  of  a 
conduct  so  exceedingly  disgraceful.  He  had  no 
direct  evidence  to  convince.  It  might  be  objected 
to  this  argument,  that  it  would  augment  the  Na- 
tional Debt  and  throw  too  much  influence  into  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  Government  But  the  suoe 
objection  might  be  started  against  every  aroumefit 
whatever. 

Mr.  Murray  said,  the  gentleman  from  Yir^gini^ 
[Mr.  Madison,]  yesterday  observed  that  he  was 
not  a  little  surprised,  that  those  who  a  few  dars 
since  had  appeared  so  alarmed  at  the  phantom  of 
war,  should  on  this  question  appear  so  willing  to 
meet  it  He  would  remark  that  those  gentlemen 
were  alarmed  at  a  shadow  which  appeared  fol- 
lowed by  the  substance  of  war,  and  were  unwilling 
to  do  anything  that  might  lead  to  a  war  that  did 
not  yet  exist  But  we  were  now  at  war  with  Al- 
giers, and  had  no  choice.  They  had  been  at  war  with 
the  United  States  ever  since  the  end  of  the  Bero- 
lutionary  war.  The  Spaniards  and  Portugaese 
kept  them  within  the  Mediterranean.  Gentlemen 
who  are  averse  to  the  report,  hold  up  two  substi- 
tute measures:  one,  which  was  suggested,  and 
has  been  argued  by  the  gentleman  from  Tirginia, 
[Mr.  Madison,]  is,  that  we  ought  to  grant  a  sum 
to  Portugal  for  her  protection  of  our  trade.  The 
other  is,  that  commercial  regulations  will  accom- 
plish our  protection.  He  lik^  neither.  The  last, 
if  permanent,  will  withdraw  all  temptation  from 
Great  Britain  to  interpose  her  good  offices.  The 
first  is  worse;  it  is  subsidizing  Portugal  at  the 
expense  of  our  own  people,  and  that  too  without 
security.  Gentlemen  would  make  it  the  interest 
of  Portugal  to  make  such  breaches  of  truce  as 
would  occasionally  withdraw  protection,  and 
oblige  us  to  subsidize  her  higher.  It  would  create 
a  disgraceful  dependence  on  a  foreign  Power,  and 
weaken  the  spirit  of  our  marine ;  wherea<^  if  joa 
fit  out  frigates,  you  employ  your  money  in  nour- 
ishing the  roots  of  your  own  industry ;  you  en- 
courage your  own  ship-building,  lumber,  and  victual- 
ing business.  He  believed,  that  however  true 
might  be  the  suspicion  of  British  interference  in 
Indian  affairs,  and  he  feared  it  was  too  true,  he 
did  not  believe' the  evidence  as  to  Algerine  inter- 
ference strong  enough  to  induce  an  argument 
against  the  report,  under  a  supposition  that  as 
Great  Britain  had  effected  the  truce,  so  she  would 
aid  Algiers  against  us.  He  thought  so,  because  it 
was  not  now  as  much  her  interest  as  it  was  in 
times  of  peace.  In  times  of  peace,  had  she  let  loose 
the  Algerines,  her  own  navigation  would  have  been 
enabled  to  carry  for  us,  but  now  it  would  be  mo- 
lested by  the  French.  He  did  not  believe  nations, 
more  than  persons,  would  do  wron?  purely  out  of 
evil  designs  devoid  of  interest ;  ttie  greatest  vil- 
lain would  not  At  present,  their  ships  are  liable 
to  attack  from  the  French,  and  he  bad  it  from  good 
authority,  that  so  far  were  the  British  from  baring 
advantaged  themselves  if  they  had  been  so  base, 
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that  searcety  a  British  ship  had  Appeared  since  in  oar 
ports.  The  ship  frigates  would  be  uble  to  blockade 
the  Got  of  Gibraltar ;  the  Atgerines  did  not  sail  in 
fleets;  they  wanted  plunder,  not  glory ;  when  they 
jbcovered  they  had  to  get  the  first  by  hard  fight- 
io;,',  they  would  listen  to  peace,  accompanied  by 
Doncy.  Spain,  it  was  true,  had  purchased  a  peace, 
kt  there  was  a  hereditary  inveteracy  against 
Spain,  and  a  facility  of  attacking  her  shores  which 
wt  need  not  fear,  so  it  was  her  interest  to  buy  a 
p^ce  when  war  could  bring  her  nothing  but  a 
glory  that  almost  distgraced  her  armies ;  as  to  jeal- 
oj^y  of  power  in  the  Executive,  he  hoped  to  see  a 
pmper  eqaipolse  in  the  powers  of  this  Government ; 
bat,  when  proper  occasions  occurred,  he  hoped 
Congress  would  never  refuse  the  adequate  means 
to  eotible  the  Executive  to  discharge  its  Constitu- 
tional doties. 

Mr.  Goodhue  observed,  that  the  Committee 
had  carefully  Jooked  over  the  statement  of  the  ma- 
rire  forte  of  Algiers  for  several  years  back,  and 
y  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  six  vessels  would 
be  equal  to  the  purpose  intended.  There  was  no 
groand  to  suppose  Algiers  would  have  more  force 
It  prtiiient  than  she  h^i  during  her  war  with  Por- 
tcgal.  He  bad  no  doubt  that  the  Algerines  were 
k  loose  on  the  American  commerce  to  prevent 
Kpplies  going  to  France,  and  while  the  war  lasts, 
Te  ithall  not  bo  able  to  buy  a  peace.  It  is  said, 
thit  the  trace  was  but  for  a  year,  and  in  six  months 
it  wilt  eipire.  He  did  not  wish  to  depend  on  that 
vben  the  evil  is  so  great  And  why  depend  on  Por- 
togJ!  She  b  more  under  the  influence  of  Bri- 
tun  than  any  other  nation  in  Europe.  When  Bri- 
taio  has  been  at  the  trouble  of  stipulating  a  peace 
for  Portugal,  will  she  suffer  that  nation  to  assist 
bt  Certainly  not  Or  is  it  wise  to  stand  by  and 
ilepend  upon  such  a  resource  ? 

Mr.  ^LiDisos  said,  that  gentlemen  thought  so 
diff«>rently  on  this  subject,  and  advanced  argu- 
ments against  his  side  of  the  question  of  such  a 
Cerent  nature,  that  it  was  difficult  or  impossible  to 
five  them  an  answer.  He  then  proceeded  to  quote 
toe  speech  of  Mr.  Goodhue  ;  when  that  gentle- 
Dio  ro^  to  explain.  Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to 
notice  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Fitzsimons  and  Mr.  S. 
Skith.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  were  up  more 
t^cD  once  to  explain,  as  having  been  misquoted, 
k  a  speech  of  considerable  Jenffth,  he  was  not  suf- 
ferrtl  long  to  proceed  without  interruptions  of  ex- 
planation. This  produced  a  scene  of  altercation. 
One  circumstance,  however,  was  mentioned  by  Mr. 
FiTzsiMoss  that  deserves  particular  notice.  From 
^pnl  to  December  next,  he  said,  the  in.surance  on 
Aotfrican  ships  from  England  and  the  rest  of  £n- 
'op«,  will  not  be  less  than  twenty-five  per  cent  of 
t^ir  value  on  account  of  the  Algerines. 

Tb«  House  now  adjourned,  without  taking  any 
)a«stioD. 


MoKDAT,  February  10. 

A  memorial  of  Samuel  Swann,  of  the  city  of 
Kicfamond,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  was 
]>r<r<«ented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  an 
iddiuonal  duty  may  be  imposed^on  the  importa- 


tion of  foreign  coals,  or  such  encouragement  given 
to  the  opening  of  coal  mines  within  the  United 
States,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem 
meet 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Coit,  and  Mr.  Hindmar;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the 
same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  providing  for  the  relief  of  such  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Saint  Domingo,  resident  within  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  found  in  want  of  sup- 
port" 

Beeohtd^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the  said 
amendment 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  Account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  the  War  Department,  from  the  Ist  of  July 
to  the  31st  of  December,  1793,  inclusive;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DELAWARE  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Henry  I^atimer,  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, compUining  of  an  undue  election  and  re- 
turn of  John  Patton,  to  serve  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  for  the  said  State,  made  the  following 
report : 

**  That  the  aaid  Henry  Ijatimer  complains  of  the  ille- 
gality of  the  8ai<l  el«ctioa  on  the  fuUowini;  grounds,  to 
wit :  that  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  in 
pursuance  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
paused  an  act  on  the  26tb  of  October,  1790,  directing 
the  election  of  a  Representative  fur  the  said  State  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  which  it  is  en- 
acted that  every  person  coming  to  vote  for  a  Represen- 
tative, a^eeably  to  the  directions  of  the  said  act,  shall 
deliver,  in  wriiiog,  on  one  ticket,  or  piece  of  paper,  the 
names  of  two  persons,  inhabitants  of  the  State,  one  of 
whom,  at  least,  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same 
countv  with  himself,  to  be  voted  for  as  Representative. 

*'  That,  at  the  said  election  in  Newcastle  county,  a 
number  of  votes  or  tickets,  containing  the  names  of  the 
said  Henry  Latimer  and  Solomon  Maxwell,  both  inha- 
bitants of  the  same  county,  were  by  the  Judges  of  the 
said  election,  deemed  illegal,  and  rejected. 

"That,  at  the  said  election  in  Kent  county,  four 
votes  or  tickets,  containing  the  names  of  the  said  Hen- 
ry Latimer  and  Qeorge  Truit,  both  inhabitants  of  New- 
castle county,  were,  by  the  Judges  of  the  election,  re- 
jected as  illegal. 

'*  That,  at  the  election  in  Sussex  county,  a  number 
of  votes  or  tickets,  not  less  than  fifty,  containing  the 
name  of  John  Patton  onlv,  as  the  Representative  of  the 
said  Slate,  were  received  by  the  Judges  of  the  election, 
polled,  counted,  and  iucluded  in  the  return  of  the  said 
election :  that,  in  consequence  of  the  rejection  of  the 
said  votes  in  Kent  county,  and  the  reception  of  the 
votes  before  mentioned  in  Sussex  county,  the  said  John 
Patton  was  returned  as  exceeding  the  said  Heiu-y  Lati- 
mer thirty,  in  number  of  votes. 

**  The  committee  find  that  the  law  of  the  State  of 
Delaware,  for  regulating  the  election  of  a  member  to 
this  House,  contains  the  regulation  stated  in  the  peti- 
tioui  and  that  the  said  John  Patton  was  returned  to  the 
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Prefiident  of  the  State  of  Delaware  as  having  2,278 
votes,  and  the  said  Henry  Latimer  as  having  2,248 
votes.  On  examining  the  evidence  taken  in  this  case, 
tlie  committee  find  the  following  facts  in  relation  to  tho 
election  in  Newcastle  coanty,  to  wit : 

**  That  a  considerable  number  of  vot-es  or  tickets  con- 
taining the  names  of  Henry  Latimer  and  Solomon 
Maxwell  were  rejected  as  illegal,  as  being  both  mhabit- 
ants  of  Newcastle  county ;  Uie  precise  number  of  said 
votes  is  not  ascertained.  One  witness,  Robert  Hamil- 
ton, who  acted  as  an  Inspector  or  Judge  of  the  election, 
declaring  that  he  kept  a  liat  of  such  rejected  votes  till 
he  was  fatigued;  that  when  he  discontinued,  they 
amounted  to  upwards  of  seventy.  Another  witness, 
James  Eves,  who  likewiite  acted  as  an  Inspector  at  the 
said  election,  declaring  that  he  lirst  began  to  keep  snch 
a  list  of  rejected  votes,  and  counted  upwards  of  thirty, 
when  be  changed  seats  with  Hamilton,  who  continued 
to  keep  the  said  list,  as  above  mentioned,  and  that  be 
was  lut'ormed  by  Hamilton,  some  hours  before  the  read* 
log  of  the  votes  was  concluded,  (iiat  the  number  of  the 
said  rejected  vutes  then  amounted  to  upwards  of  fifty. 
It  appears,  by  a  reference  to  official  documents,  that  the 
aiuuuut  of  vutes  counted  and  polled  at  the  election  in 
the  said  couuty  for  Governor  of  the  State,  was  1,202, 
and  the  number  p«»lied  aud  couuted  for  a  member  of 
this  House  was  only  1,188,  constituting  a  difference  of 
sixty-four  votesw  llie  committee  find  the  following 
facts  in  relation  to  Kent  county  :  that  four  votes  or 
tickets  having  the  names  of  Henry  Latimer  and  George 
Truit,  both  iuhabitaiits  of  Newcastle  county,  were,  on 
that  account,  rejected  as  illegal ;  and  that  twenty-two 
votes  or  tickets,  containing  the  names  of  John  Patton 
and  some  other  inhabitants  of  Kent  county,  were  like- 
wise rejected  as  illegal 

**  The  following  facts  appear  m  relation  to  Sussex 
county :  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  election  in 
the  said  couuty,  a  question  arose  as  to  the  legality  of 
votes  or  tickets  coniaining  only  one  name,  and,  aifter 
some  contest,  it  wus  resolved  by  the  managers  of  the 
election  to  receive  all  sucli  vote:*,  and  to  leave  the  de- 
termination of  their  legality  to  the  House  of  Uepresent- 
atives  of  the  United  diates.  It  further  appears  by  the 
evidence,  that,  on  a  late  examination  of  the  votes  or 
tickets  which  had  beeu  polled  or  counted  at  the  said 
election,  there  were  sixty -etght  single  votes  received  and 
amnted  for  John  Patton,  and  niue  single  votes  for 
Henry  Latimer. 

**  yrom  the  above  statement  of  facts,  the  following 
conclusions  appear  to  the  committee  to  result : 

*'  That  John  Patton  was  returned  as  duly  elected,  by 
a  majority  of  thirty  votes. 

**  Thai,  agreeably  to  the  Election  Law  of  Delaware, 
the  four  voles  in  Kent  County,  otintaiuing  the  names  of 
Henry  Liitimer  aud  George  Truit,  which  were  rejected, 
ought  to  have  been  received  and  couuted  for  Henry 
Latimer;  and  the  sixty -eight  single  votes  in  Sussex 
county,  which  were  received  and  counted  for  the  said 
John  Patton,  ought  to  have  been  rejected  ;  that,  if  the 
aforesaid  four  votes  in  Kent  couuty  had  been  received, 
and  tlie  aforesaid  sixty-eight  votes  in  Sussex  county 
had  been  rejected,  as  was  required  Hy  law,  the  said 
Henry  Latimer  would  have  had,  after  deikicting  the 
nine  single  votes,  received  and  counted  for  him  in 
Sussex  County,  a  majority  of  thirty -three  votes.  The 
ctnumittee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  tliat  John  Patton 
is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  iu  this  House ;  they  are  also  of 
opinion  that  Henry  Latimer  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  House  as  the  Kepresentative  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware.'* 


Statement. 

Votes  for  John  Patton 

Deduct  single  votes  in  Sussex  ooiinty 


Votes  for  Henry  Latimer 
Add  rejected  votes  in  Kent 


Deduct  bad  votes  in  Sussex 


Hajority  for  Henry  Latimer 


68 

2,205 


•     *i 


**« 


2,341 


4  a 
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Thin  report  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Hoase,  accompanied  b?  certain  writteo 
observations  thereon  by  the  sitting  member,  tendicf 
to  controvert  the  reasoning  and  conclasions  of  the 
said  report 

TONNAGE  DUTIES  UPON"  FRENCH  VESSELS. 

The  House  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
and  report  a  state  of  facts  respecting  sandrr 
French  vessels,  which  have  taken  refnge  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  and  their  opinion  oo 
the  propriety  of  remitting  the  foreign  tonnage 
thereon. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  recommended  the  remission  of  tiie 
duties.  Accident  and  distress  had  forced  these 
people  into  the  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  it 
would  be  unbecoming  the  political  connexion  of 
this  country  with  the  French  Republic,  to  take  soch 
an  undue  advantage. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMORS  considered  the  remission  of  the 
duties  as  an  act  of  justice.  These  vessels  had 
some  of  them  been  obliged  to  lie  for  six  montbii  in 
the  ports  of  America,  before  they  could  get  nwar, 
and  to  sell  part  of  their  cargoes  to  pay  for  their 
necessary  expenses.-  This  alone  put  an  end  to  all 
prospect  of  profit  by  the  voyage,  and  was  a  Riiffi- 
cient  loss  to  the  owners,  without  the  payment  of  the 
duties. 

Several  other  members  spoire  to  the  question. 
It  was  at  last  agreed  that  the  tonnage  shonld  be  re- 
mitted, and  the  committee  was  ordered  to  bring  ia 
a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

VESSELS  OP  WAR. 

The  House  then  went  again  into  a  CommUtee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and,  the 
proposition  for  building  sundry  vessels  being  nnder 
consideration, 

Mr.  Bourne  approved  of  the  proposed  arma- 
ment of  four  44-gun  ships  and  two  others  of  20 
guns,  against  the  Algerines.  It  had  been  objected 
that  they  would  be  inadequate  to  the  purpose, 
since  Britain  would  interpose.  There  is  no  sort 
of  proof  that  she  would  do  so,  nor  is  it  likely  that 
she  will,  because  it  is  her  interest  to  cultivate,  as 
far  as  possible,  her  connexion  with  this  coontry. 
With  regard  to  Portugal,  it  is  very  hazardous  io 
reckon  upon  her  assistance.    Her  sending  a  fl^^^ 
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\  cohtoj  the  Americao  merchantmen  was  not  a 
roper  foundation  to  say,  that  she  bad  alr^v 
raken  the  truce  with  Algiers,  as  had  been  alleged, 
>j  Mr.  NicflOLAs.]  It  was  the  established  custom, 
I  cases  of  this  kind,  to  protect  the  ships  that  were 
tding  to  anj  particular  country  which  happened 
I  make  a  peace  with  any  of  the  States  of  Barbary, 
pain  often  did  the  same  thing,  nor  was  it  com- 
lained  of  b^  the  Algerines  themselves.  There 
as  a  great  risk  in  depending  upon  so  precarious  a 
BMurce  as  the  Nary  of  Portugal.  He  should  be 
lad,  besides  adopting  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
bat  the  Executive  might  be  authorized  tt  engag;e 
be  assistance  of  Portugal,  if  it  was  practicable, 
(r.  B.  professed  that  he  had  met  with  no  satisfac- 
vj  eridence  that  Britain  had  excited  the  Algerines 
B  the  present  war.  He  recommended  the  arma- 
aeot 

Mr.  Ltvah  was  of  opinion  that  the  Algerines 
eted  by  the  instigation  of  Britain.  He  would  as 
Don  question  the  existence  of  the  resolution  be- 
fore them,  as  question  that  The  proposed  arroa* 
Bent  most  bring  on  a  veiy  certain  expense,  for  a 
r«ry  uncertain  advantage.  He  apprehended  no 
hnger  from  the  Algerines,  on  the  coasts  of  Ame- 
ica.  Though  Britain  might  not  venture  openly 
to  support  the  Corsairs,  yet  she  could  do  it  clan- 
kstinely,  as  she^  supported  the  Indians.  He  dis- 
ipprored  of  the  intended  armament  for  many  rea- 
nos— one  of  which  was  that  though  $600,000  had 
been  stated  by  the  Committee  as  the  expense  of 
it,  that  sum  would  not  half  discharge  the  ex- 
pc&iies.  He  recommended  that  private  individuals 
should  he  enooaraged  to  fit  out  vessels  for  attack- 
ing the  Algerines. 

Hr.  lIiLLHocsB  had  heard  of  no  expedient  suit- 
tble  to  the  end  in  view,  except  that  of  sending  oat 
a  fleet    He  ridiculed  the  project  of  attempting  to 
encourage  indiTiduals    to  attack    the   Algerines. 
He  asked  if  a  Legislature  in   the  possession  of 
their  senses,  could  fancy  that  private  persons  were 
tA  be  uiduced  to  squander  away  their  property  in 
such  a  way,  without  compensation?     Was  there 
toy  body  so  lost  to  all  common  sense,  as  to  em- 
bark in  such  an  undertaking?    As  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  Great  Britain,  ho  was  willing  to  take  that 
for  granted.    But  could  the  members  return  to  their 
constituents,  and  tell  them  that  Congress  could  do 
nothing  in  this  matter,  because  Britain  had  been 
the  occasion  of  it?    He  observed  that  a  more  hu- 
miliating situation  could  not  be  conceived,  than 
^  of  America  becoming  tributary  to  Portugal, 
Md  going  there  to  tell  her  that  Americans  could 
Dot  protect  themselves.    Such  an  application  must 
woand  the  honor  of  the  United  States  in  a  most 
s^ble  manner.    Gentlemen  had  said,  the  other 
^y,  that  Britain  would  submit  to  any  hardship 
^ner  than  declare  war  against  this  country.    It 
^u  now  said  by  members  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question,  that  she  will  assist  Algiers  by  sending 
her  military  supplies.    These  assertions  are  incon- 
sistent   If  Britain  sends  ships  of  war  to  Algiers, 
she  must  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  America, 
for  be  understood  that,  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  it 
Diu>t  be  the  consequence. 
Mr.  DsxTXR  found   many  difficulties    in  this 


matter ;  but  he  was  willing  to  adopt  the  measnra 
proposed,  because  he  saw  nothing  better. 

Mr.  HuNTBR  said  that  the  damage  sustained  by 
trade,  fix>m  the  Algerines,  is  not  so  great  an  ob« 
ject  as  to  deserve  such  an  expense:  especially 
since  Portugal  offers  to  protect  that  part  of  our 
shipping  which  is  bound  to  and  from  her  Doini« 
nions.  It  has  been  said  by  several  gentlemen, 
that  the  only  motive  which  induced  Britain  to 
make  a  truce  with  the  Algerines  was,  to  get  the 
Portuguese  fleet  to  join  her  in  attacking  their 
common  enemy,  the  Republic  of  France.  It  had 
been  said  bygone  gentleman,  that  Britain  had  mora 
interest  to  set  the  Algerines  loose  upon  American 
commerce  before  the  war  than  since.  '  This  was  a 
very  mistaken  idea.  Before  the  war,  our  trade 
with  Britain,  in  regard  to  insurance,  was  upon 
equal  terms:  But  as  soon  as  Britain  engaged  in 
the  war  with  France,  the  insurance  on  her  own 
vessels  rose  very  high.  Her  own  insurance  com- 
panies  would  not  insure  the  freight  of  British  ves- 
sels, and  the  property  of  her  own  subjects,  on  the 
same  low  terms  that  they  would  insure  on  Ame- 
rican vessels  and  American  property.  This  pre- 
ference was  extremely  provoking  to  the  pride  of 
Britain,  particularly  as  the  nation  thus  preferred 
had  been,  but  a  few  years  before,  her  own  subjects. 
Her  seamen  were  likewise  quitting  her  service  for 
that  of  America.  Thus,  her  carrying  trade  must 
have  been  cut  up  by  the  roots.  It  was  no  more 
dishonorable  for  America  to  get  a  peace  made 
with  Algiers  by  means  of  Portugal,  than  it  had 
been  for  Portugal  to  get  a  peace  in  the  same  quar- 
ter by  means  of  Britain.  He  did  not  think  that 
Britain  would  ever  suffer  America  to  get  a  peace 
if  she  could  help  it,  as  long  as  the  war  lasted ;  for 
then  America  would  take  off  the  carrying  trade. 
She  could  supply  the  Al^rines  with  ships,  under 
the  pretence  of  being  their  allies :  and  then,  when 
they  were  employed  against  America,  jsay  that 
she  could  not  help  it  Mr.  H.  was  averse  to  the 
armament. 

Mr.  MuRBAT  could  not  believe  that  Britain  had 
been  guilty  of  any  design  of  exciting  the  Algerines 
against  the  United  States.  It  was  opposite  to  her 
interest,  and  he  could  not  believe  any  nation  capa- 
ble of  such  a  crime  only  for  its  own  sake. 

Mr.  Giles  said  that  Britain  was  at  length  ac- 
knowledged to  be  the  cause  of  the  Algerine  pira- 
cies. It  was  now  said  to  be  for  the  sake  of  reduc- 
ing France.  The  baseness  of  the  end  corresponded 
with  the  atrocitv  of  the  measures  employed  to 
produce  it;  for  he  should  always  consider  it  as 
one  of  the  greatest  of  crimes  for  one  nation  to  at- 
tempt the  subjection  of  another.  As  to  the  state 
of  insurance,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Hdntbk]  had  spoke  rightly.  Mr.  G.  said 
that  with  respect  to  what  he  had  formerly  ob- 
served, about  Algerine  militia,  he  had  been  mis- 
taken. He  did  not  intend  to  say  that  the  four 
American  frigates  were  to  go  to  land,  and  give 
battle  to  a  hundred  thousand  Africans ;  but  if  a 
nation  could,  by  an  effort,  assemble  so  numerous 
a  militia,  they  can  surely  produce  a  maritime 
force  more  than  equal  to  four  frigates.  He  could 
not  think  gentlemen  serious  in  proposing  to  send 
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them  against  Algiers.    He  adverted  to  the  nume- 
rous dangers  to  which  they  were  exposed  by  sea, 
at  such  an  immense    distance  from   their    own 
country.     It  had  been  said  by  a  gentleman  [Mr. 
Drxtek]  who,  whenever  he  happened  to  be  in  the 
wrong,  bad  a  very  happy  talent  at  making  him- 
self appear  to  be  in  the  right,  that  the  inconveni- 
ence of  seas  and  tempests  would  be  no  greater  to 
the  Americans  than  to  the  Algerines.    But  the 
member  had  overlooked  this  great  difference :  that 
the  latter,  if  any  accident  befell  them  which  re- 
quired a  friendly  port,  were  not  far  from  liome; 
whereas,  the  former  had  to  sail  8,000  miles.     A 
gentleman  [Mr.  S.  Skith]  had  mentioned  several 
harbors  of  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  to  which 
the  American  frigates  might  retire,  if  they  wanted 
repairs.    He  was  not  sure  that  they  would  be 
welcome  at  present  in  the  ports  of  either  Spain  or 
Portugal     As  to  France,  from  the  measures  that 
we  seem   lately  to  pursue,  it  is  very  uncertliin 
whether  she  would  much  longer  give  the  Ameri- 
can flag  a  friendly  reception.     Gibraltar  had  like- 
wise been  held  out  as  a  place  where  the  intended 
fleet  might  be  sure  of  a  hospitable  retreat     But 
this,  likewise,  he  thought  very  doubtful.     He  con- 
sidered navies  altogether  as  very  foolish  things. 
An  immense  quantity  of  property  was  spread  on 
the  water  for  no  purpose  whatever,  which  might 
have  been  employed  by  land  to  the  best  purpose. 
The  old  Government  of  France  had  been  ruined 
in  a  great  measure  by  the  expenses  of  its  navy. 
England  groaned  under  a  great  part  of  her  im- 
mense  load  of  taxes  from  the  same  cause.     He 
was  persuaded  that  four  frigates  would  not  even 
form  an  additional   motive  to  make  the  Regency 


vindicate  such  pusillanimous  measures.  He  sus- 
pected that  they  were  at  bottom  friends  to  Mo- 
narchy, and  wished  to  bring  it  back  again.  He 
then  proceeded  to  demonstrate  that  Ameria 
would  lose  infinitely  more  by  the  rise  of  in- 
surance, than  she  would  save  by  setting  ande  this 
armament  He  closed  by  once  more  asking,  whe- 
ther the  United  States  could  not  perform  that  vrith 
six  ships  which  the  Queen  of  Portugal  had  per- 
formed  with  three  ? 

The  Committee  now  rose  without  coming  to  isf 
decision. 


Mr.  Trumbull,  from   the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  memorials  of  the  people  called 

Quakers,  at  their  yearly  meeting,  held  in  Rhode 

of  Algiers  conciude  a  peace.     He  was  afraM  the  I  Island,  in  the  year  1798 ;  of  the  delegates  from  the 


TuBSDAT,  February  11. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  rf 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  for  extending  the  time 
for  transmitting  the  oaths  of  absent  owners  of  Tet- 
sels,  and  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Jenkins  and  Sons; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chainoui 
reported  that  the  Committee  bad  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bj 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  ameod- 
ment,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Vbnablb,  from  the  commfittee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duties 
arising  on  the  tonnage  of  sundry  French  vessels 
which  have  taken  refuge  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 


Algerines  would  laugh  at  them. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  it  was  a  singular  example  of 
integrity  in  the  present  age,  and  would  be  the 
wonder  of  posterity,  that  Captain  0*Brien  and 
Captain  Stephens  never  ■  had  accepted  of  any  of- 
fers from  the  Algerines.  We  have  now  been  told 
that  eleven  ships  are  taken.  Some  of  these  are 
not  commanded  by  natives  of  America,  and  it 
cannot  be  surprising  if  renegadoes  are  found 
among  them.  Portugal,  with  only  three  ships, 
had  blocked  up  the  corsairs :  what  then,  was  to 
hinder  America  from  accomplishing  the  same  end 
with  six  ships?  Where  Portugal  has  one  ship  on 
the  ocean,  America  has  ten.  She  is,  therefore, 
ten  times  as  able  as  Portugal   to  beat  the  Al- 

ferines;  and  yet  we  are  told  that  she  cannot  do  it 
[e  had  one  objection  to  the  fleet :  he  wished  that 
the  two  20-gun  ships  had  been  made  to  carry  86 
guns,  as  he  fancied,  from  the  shortness  of  their 
keels,  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  keep  up  with 
the  44-gun  vessels.  He  said  that  the  Algerines  had 
no  place  of  shelter  till  they  got  home,  as  they 
were  not  admitted  into  the  harbors  of  any  other 
nation.  He  asked,  who  would  join  this  country, 
when  we  declared  that  we  could  do  nothing?  It 
was  disgraceful  to  Republicans  to  be  in  such  a 
situation.  He  was  sure  that  this  defenceless  state 
was  contrary  to  the  maxims  of  the  Republics  of 

all  former  ages.    He  was  sorry,  when  he  heard  I  thought  the  committee  right  in  the  measure  which 
gentlemen  who    called    themselves   Republicans,  I  they  pointed  out    If  we  are  not  able  to  defend 


several  Societies  for  promoting  the  -Abolition  of 
Slavery,  in  convention  assembled  at  Philadelphia, 
on  the  first  day  of  January  last ;  and  of  the  Pro- 
vidence Society  for  abolishing  the  Slave  Trade,  mtde 
a  report ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Monday  next 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

A  report  was  read  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  state  o^  the  fortifications  of  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  moved  and  agreed  to  read  the  report  a 
second  time.  The  committee  had  not  been  able  to 
complete  their  investigation ;  but,  in  the  meantime, 

they  recommended  that  the  sum  of dollars 

should  be  assigned  for  the  security  of  the  harbor  of 
Norfolk. 

Mr.  Datton  objected  to  the  adopting  this  motion 
without  due  consideration. 

Mr.  Tkact  moved  that  the  subject  should  be  re- 
ferred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House;  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  again  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Tracy  had  wished  for  more  information. 
He  supposed  that  the  Committee  would  report 
nothing  but  authentic  facts;  yet  gentlemen  bad 
objected  to  the  report  as  not  well  grounded.    He 
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mrselres,  we  mast  giro  up  the  trade ;  and  if  the 
Dterposidon  of  Britain  was  a  proper  reason  for 
loi  poshing  the  Algerine  business,  the  same  argu- 
nent  was  sufiBcient  for  giving  up  the  Western 
rentiers,  because  the  Indians  were  said  to  be  as- 
asted  bj  the  British.  In  the  same  way  are  we  to 
pTe  up  the  sea^  because  Britain  may  possibly 
i^st  the  Algerines,  as  well  as  the  Indians  ?  Are 
re  not  to  defend  ourselves?  Are  wp  not  to  guard 
igainst  the  one  as  well  as  the  other?  Are  we  to 
«cal  our  militia  from  the  frontiers?  It  is  said 
hit  there  is  no  danger  on  the  sea-coast  from  the 
klgerines,  and  therefore  we  hare  no  occasion  for 
ihips  of  war.  But  if  we  lay  down  our  muskets, 
ire  we  in  no  danger  from  the  Indians?  A  mem- 
ber has  just  now  stated,  that  an  English  ship  of 
nr  had  behaved  at  Norfolk  with  the  greatest 
luoience.  This  shows  how  improper  it  is  to  be 
Exposed.  If  we  cannot  defend  our  commerce,  give 
it  up.  Why  should  people  try  to  walk  who  can- 
aot  stand  ?  The  objectors  against  the  argument 
ire  penny-wise  and  pound-foolish.  He  thought  it 
I  sorry  comphmeDt  to  the  good  sense  of  the  Unit- 
fid  States,  of  the  Congress,  and  the  Legislature,  to 
sar,  that  if  we  build  six  ships  this  year,  we  must 
never  stop  till  we  build  one  or  two  hundred. 

Mr.  T.  complained  of  the  perpetual  allusions,  in 
the  business  of  the  House,  to  the  banking  and  fund- 
log  systems.  Gentlemen  should  have  his  very 
bumble  thanks,  if  they  would  argue  the  question 
on  its  own  grounds.  He  had  for  some  time  doubt- 
ed whether  it  might  not  be  for  the  advantage  of 
Government  to  tell  people,  at  once,  to  defend  them- 
selves, as  they  could  expect  no  protection  from  this 
^untry.  Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  T.  was  of  opinion, 
that  this  country  was  so  circumstanced  as  to  re- 
quire the  people  to  arm  themselves ;  unless  gen- 
tlemen would  propose  some  other  or  better  remedy 
for  repelling  the  injuries  we  sustain. 

Mr.  FiTzsQf  oils  defended  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. They  had  gone  upon  good  ground  in  pro- 
pofiing  a  naval  armament,  and  he  mentioned  facts 
to  prore  that  they  had  not  gone  by  their  own  opin- 
ions He  observed  that  the  force  of  Algiers  was 
Dot  increased  since  the  independence  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  therefore  their  present  operations 
ooaid  not  be  viewed  as  more  particularly  aimed  at 
America  than  formerly.  They  do  not  want  our 
provisions  or  our  ships ;  plunder  alone  is  their  ob- 
ject; general  plunder. 

Mr.  Maduok  said,  attempts  had  been  made  to 
Rduce  the  present  question  to  a  pecuniary  crite- 
rion. This  might  be  thought  conclusive,  if  it  could 
^  done  with  due  accuracy.  The  calculations 
which  had  been  made  could  never  be  satts&ctory. 
To  make  them  so,  there  ought  to  be  a  full  state- 
in«ot  of  the  amount  the  armament  would  cost,  and 
^e  expense  it  would  save  in  its  effect  on  insur- 
ance. These  statements  must  necessarily  be  made 
Qp  so  much  of  conjecture,  that  they  could  not  lead 
to  a  rery  definite  result  It  might  be  of  some  use, 
bovever,  in  preventing  error,  to  understand  the 
^e  principles  and  grounds  on  which  they  ought 
to  be  formed,  and  w&ch  were  conceived  to  be  the 
following : 

To  the  expense  of  the  fleet,  as  estimated  by  the 
3d  Gov.— 15 


committee,  add  at  least  the  ordinary  excess  in  the 
execution,  in  the  proportion  which  experience  in 
such  cases  suggests.  Add,  also,  the  insurance  on 
the  fleet  itself,  which  is  a  fair  and  very  important 
item  in  the  expense. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  account,  separate  the 
West  India  trade,  which  is  out  of  the  Algerine 
risk,  from  the  rest  of  the  trade ;  and  the  trade  to 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  more  Southern  parts, 
which  is  subject  to  a  greater,  from  the  trade  to  the 
Northern  parts  of  Europe,  which  is  subject  to  a 
much  less,  if  to  any  risk. 

The  return  of  exports  for  1791,  is — 
To  the  West  Indies    -        .        -        -    6,566,489 
To  Spain  and  Portugal,  <kc         -        -    2,454,397 
To  North  of  Europe  ....    8,550,665 

$17,571,551 

No  return  of  imports  being  at  hand  for  the  same 
year,  take  the  preceding  year,  for  which  the 
amount  of  some  branches  is  known, 

and  call  it $20,000,000 

From  the  West  Indies  -  -  -  4,000,000 
From  Spain  and  Portugal  -  -  -  930,878 
From  more  Southern  places  -  -  1,000,000 
From  North  of  Europe  -  -  -  15,000,000 
Exports  and  imports  to  and  from  the 
West  Indies-  ....  10,566.489 
On  this,  the  extra  insurance,  on  account  of  the 
Algerine  risk,  if  there  be  any,  ought  to  be  cal- 
culated, as  also  on  the  value  of  the  tonnage  em- 
ployed. 

Exports  to  and  from  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal          $3,454,897 

Deduct  what  will  continue  to  go  in 

neutral  vessels. 
Deduct  from  balance  the  proportion  of 
winter  freights  when  Algerines  are 
not  out 

Calculate  on  the  final  balance  only  the  extra  in. 
surance. 
Exports  and  imports  to  and  from  North 

of  Europe  ....  $23,645,708 
Deduct  the  large  proportion  that  will 

continue  to  go  in  neutral  vessels. 
Deduct  from  the  balance  the  propor- 
tion of  winter  freights. 

Calculate  on  the  final  balance  only  the  extra  in- 
surance. 

Tonnage  to  and  from  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal         48,698  tons. 

Deduct  for  winter  voyages. 

Calculate  on  the  balance  only  the  extra  insur- 
ance on  the  value  of  the  vessels. 
Tonnage  to  and  from  North  of  En- 
rope     97,820  tons. 

Deduct  for  winter  yoyages. 

Calculate  on  the  balance  only  the  extra  insur- 
ance. 

From  the  sum  of  these  extra  insurances,  deduct 
the  proportion  that  will  remain,  notwithstanding 
the  equipment  of  the  fleet,  and  which  will  conse^ 
quently  not  be  saved  by  the  expense  of  it 

Mr.  M.  replied  to  several  of  the  arguments  of 
the  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
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lions.  He  went  into  soma  minute  details  respecting 
trade  and  commerce ;  and,  particularly,  remarked, 
that  there  was  not  any  security  for  PortogaKs  re- 
newing the  truce  with  Algiers  after  the  present 
term  should  expire. 

Mr.  Goodhue.— *The  gentleman  [Mr.  Madison] 
last  up,  from  Virginia,  as  well  as  most  others  on 
his  side  of  the  question,  hare  rested  their  chief  ar- 
gument against  the  equipment  proposed  in  the 
resolution  before  us,  on  the  probability  that  Spain 
and  Portugal  will,  after  the  present  war  in  Europe 
is  over,  find  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
straining the  depredations  of  the  Algerine  corsairs 
on  our  tnde,  from  the  want  they  will  always  be 
in  for  the  productions  of  this  country  for  their 
subsistence.  That  they  will  be  in  want  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  this  country,  and  that  they  cannot  well 
do  without  them,  is  granted ;  but  can  we  doubt  it 
would  be  good  policy  in  Great  Britain  to  continue 
the  Algerines  in  peace  with  Spain  and  Portugal, 
and  in  hostility  with  us,  in  order  that  their  ships, 
instead  of  ours,  might  be  the  carriers  of  those  of 
our  articles  to  Spain  and  Portugal  which  are  so 
much  wanted?  This  would  be  increasing  the 
British  carnring  trade  at  our  expense  indeed. 
Spain  and  Portugal  would  not  care  what  ships 
brought  these  articles,  so  that  they  bad  a  supply. 
It  is  in  vain,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  pretend  to  be 
friends  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  coun- 
try, while  we  refuse  to  protect  it  The  merchants 
know  it  is  within  our  ability  to  protect  it  against 
the  Al^rine  corsairs,  and  unless  we  attempt  it, 
they  will  justly  think  themselves  neglected.  And 
what  will  their  language  be? — that  you  have  spent 
more  than  a  million  of  dollars  annually,  for  seve- 
ral years,  in  the  protection  of  our  frontiers,  and 
now,  when  commerce,  the  source  of  all  our  reve- 
nue, is  attacked,  you  deny  it  any  kind  of  protec- 
tion. Surely  this  is  so  unjust  and  impolitic,  that 
it  cannot  be  expected  the^  will  put  up  with  it 

Mr.  Harrison  was  against  the  report ;  and  Mr. 
Murray  protracted  the  debate  some  minutes  long- 
er, by  speaking  against  Mr.  Madison.  At  lengUi 
the  question  was  called  for,  when  there  arose  in 
favor  of  the  report  47,  against  it  45. 

Mr.  New  brought  in  a  report  from  the  commit- 
tee on  the  situation  of  the  people  from  St  Domin- 
go.   The  House  then  adjourned. 


Wbdnesdat,  February  12. 

V  An  engrossed  bill  for  extending  the  time  for 
transmitting  the  oaths  of  absent  owners  of  vessels, 
and  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Jenkins  and  Sons, 
wad  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee jof 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  remission  of 
the  duties  arising  on  the  tonnage  of  sundry  French 
vessels,  which  have  taken  refuge  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  an  amendment  thereto;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^   That  the  said  bUl,  with  the  amend- 


ment, be  reoonimitted  to  Mr.  Yknable,  Mr.  Til- 
BOT,  and  Mr.  Ltman. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  report  whether  any,  and  what 
alterations  or  amendments  are,  in  their  ophiioD, 
necessary  to  the  act  **to  establish  the  Post  Oflloe 
and  Post  Roads  of  the  United  SUtes  ;**  and,  after 
some  time  speat  therein,  the  Committee  rose  lad 
reported  progress. 


Thubsdat,  Febroary  18. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Walley,  William  Todor, 
William  Payne,  and  John  M*Laui,  of  Boston,  m 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read,  praying  that  an  additional  doty 
may  be  imposed  on  the  importation  of  window 
glass,  or  such  encouragement  given  to  the  mana- 
ucture  of  the  said  article  within  the  United  States, 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem  meet 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Corr,  and  Mr.  Hnmiiui,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  several  memorials  and 
petitions  of  the  manufketnrers  of  paint,  in  the 
towns  of  Baltimore  and  Alexandria ;  of  the  dealen 
in  oil  and  painters*  colors ;  of  Thomas  Pearsal),  and 
Elijah  Pell ;  of  Thomas  Plerkins  and  Companj ;  and 
of  Samuel  Swann ;  that  they  do  examine  the  mil- 
ter thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House ;  and  that  Mr.  Dirrca, 
Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Davton,  and  Mr.  Paoe,  be  added 
to  the  said  committee. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  report  whether  any,  and  what 
alterations  or  amendments  are,  in  their  opinion, 
necessary  to  the  act  **  to  establish  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States ;"  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Heath,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  memorial  of  Winthrop  Sargent,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  rf»d,  and  ordered  to  He  on 
the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  rcsolre 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
report  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Elections,  in 
the  case  of  the  petition  of  Henry  Latimer,  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  election  and  return  of  Joss 
Patton,  the  member  returned  to  serve  in  this 
House  for  the  State  of  Delaware,  being  called  for, 

Rmohed,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  proceeding  thereon,  and 
that  the  hearing  on  the  trial  of  the  said  contested 
election  be  now  proceeded  on  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioner,  on  his  prayer,  be 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  be  heard  in 
support  of  the  allegations  of  his  petition. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  hearing  on  the 
trial  of  the  said  contested  election ;  and  the  depo- 
sitions and  other  exhibits  being  partly  read,  a5, 
also,  the  observations  in  writing  of  the  sitting 
member  thereupon,  an  adjournment  was  called 
for;  whereupon, 
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Ordered,  That  til  farther  proeeedingn  on  the  Mid 
beariag  be  adjoaraed  antil  to>morrow. 


Friday,  Febraary  14. 

A  petittoD  of  M^CUllen,  MaeGregor,  and  Com- 
ptnj,  of  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New.  York,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  an 
addilional  duty  may  be  imposed  on  the  importa- 
tion of  glaas,  or  auch  encouragement  given  to  the 
minaCietare  of  the  aaid  article  within  the  United 
Stites,  as  to  the  wisidom  of  Congress  shall  seem 
meet 

Orderedt  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  CoiT,  Mr.  Hiwdmait,  Mr.  Dbx- 
TSRf  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Dattoh,  and  Mr.  Page  ^  that 
thej  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  MUDe,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Hoone. 

DELAWARE  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  Hoase  resumed  the  hearing  on  the  trial  pf 
tb«  contested  election  in  the  case  of  the  petition  of 
Qekt  Latxmeb,  complaining  of  an  undue  elec- 
tion and  return  of  John  Patton,  the  member  re- 
taniad  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
Delaware ;  and  the  depositions  and  other  exhibits 
ia  the  aaid  case  being  fully  read,  the  parties  retired 
from  the  bar. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  a  decision  on  the 
ttid contested  election;  and,  after  debate  thereon,' 

Amotion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
io  agree  to  the  following  resolution : 

*  &«o/m4  That  John  Paiton  is  not  entitled  to  a 
■est  in  this  House :" 

tfaieh  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Another  motion  being  then  made  and  seconded, 
thit  the  House  do  agree  to  the  following  resolu- 

tioo: 

*Re9oiMd,  That  Hbhet  LAmna  Is  entitled  to  a 
ttat  in  thia  Houae,  as  the  Representative  of  the  State 
of  Delaware:" 

Mr.  Page  said : — I  confess  I  doubt  whether  the 
Bxty^ght  freemen  of  Sussex  ought  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  votes  which  they  gave,  merely  be* 
eiase  they  did  not  vote  for  two  persons  instead  of 
one;  for  I  think  the  law,  which  must  have  been 
loteoded  to  secure  their  rights  as  electors,  could 
not  deprive  them  of  their  suflfrage.  The  Consti- 
tation  of  the  United  States,  it  is  true,  gives  the  State 
U^^latures  a  right  to  regulate  the  time,  place,  and 
Banner  of  holdine  elections ;  but  I  cannot  prevail 
on  myself  to  think  that  the  words,  **  the  manner  of 
lM)l<iiDg  electiona,^  ought  to  be  construed  to  extend 
to  the  words  of  the  election  law  of  the  State  of 
Dtlaware,  so  as  to  render  the  conduct  of  the  sixty- 
^^'ht  freemen  of  Sussex  a  violation  of  that  law ; 
or,  if  it  be  a  violation  thereof,  that  the  violation  is 
of  Koeh  a  nature  as  to  deprive  them  of  a  right 
*liieb  no  Uw  can  abrogate ;  a  right  which  should 
^  held  as  sacred,  and  which  it  cannot  become 
thii  Uoaae  to  diminish  in  the  smallest  degree. 
Tbiakiag  thus,  air,  I  doubted  of  the  propriety  of 
the  fote  which  the  House  has  given  on  the  first 
qoestion  before  it,  viz :  **  that  the  sitting  member 
io  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House.      Eutcr- 


taining  this  doubt,  I  can  have  none  respecting  the 
question  now  before  us,  viz :  ^*  Is  the  petitioner  en- 
titled to  a  seat  f*— *for  I  cannot  construe  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  or  the  law  of  Dela- 
ware, so  rigidly,  as  to  think  that  we  should  call 
illegal  the  sixty-eight  votes  given  in  Sussex  Coun- 
ty; by  which  construction  alone  the  House  has 
declared  Mr.  Patton  not  entitled  to  a  seat — on 
which  alone  the  petitioner,  Mr.  Latimer,  can 
found  his  claim.  Had  there  been  any  violation  of 
the  law,  of  such  a  nature  aa  tended  to  introduce 
corrupt  elections,  or  to  diminish  the  right  of  iree 
suffrages,  I  should,  with  pleasure,  give  my  voice 
to  disgrace  and  render  null  any  such  conduct  in 
future.  But  here  is  merely  an  act  of  freemen,  per* 
fectly  compatible  with  their  immutable,  inalien- 
able privileges;  not  inconsistent  with  the  law  of 
their  State,  but  merely  falling  short  of  a  provinion 
in  a  law,  calculated,  it  is  said,  to  secure  to  tliem 
the  full  benefit  of  that  inestimable  privilege.  I 
cannot,  therefore,  think,  sir,  that  on  such  slight 
grounds,  we  ought  to  reject  a  member,  elected 
by  the  freemen  of  Delaware,  and  duly  returned; 
but  should  go  on,  and  admit  to  a  seat  in  this  House 
a  person  not  returned,  and  if  returned,  not  having 
a  majority  of  votes.  In  the  case  of  the  Georgia 
election,  I  voted  for  the  reception  of  the  petitioner, 
because  he  incontestiblv  proved  (lo  ray  satiHfno- 
tion  at  least)  that  he  hud  a  majority  of  legal  votes, 
and  that  the  sitting  member  had  been  returned  by 
means  of  corruption,  which  the  State  endeavored 
to  chastize  and  stigmatize.  The  Executive  of  that 
State  showed  an  anxiety  to  support  the  claim  of 
the  petitioner.  In  the  present  case,  there  is  no 
corruption  proved  or  insinuated;  no  interference 
of  the  State ;  and  a  legal  return,  which,  I  suppose^ 
was  founded  on  such  construction  as  I  have  put 
on  the  Constitution  of  tiie  United  States  and  the 
law  of  Delaware.  The  House,  in  the  case  of  the 
Georgia  election,  differed  from  my  opinion,  and 
established  (as  Home  gentlemen  called  it)  a  prece- 
dent, which  would  keep  the  House  clear  from  kus- 
picions  of  partiality,  and  which  I  wi.sh  now  to  be 
observed.  I  acknowledge,  excluding  a  member 
may  be  attended  with  inconvenience,  but  a  double 
inconvenience  may  arise  by  depriving  the  citizens  of 
a  Representative^the  man  of  their  choice — and,  at 
the  same  timev  forcing  on  them  one  for  wlioni  a 
majority  did  not  vote.  For  these  reasons  I  bhall 
vote  against  the  resolutions. 

The  question  was  then  resolved  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas  67,  nays  31,  as  follows : 

Yba9. — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstronsf,  John  Beat- 
ty,  Sheariaahub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne  Lambert 
Cadwalader,  Thomas  Claiborne,  David  Cobb,  Peleg 
Coffin,  Joshua  Cuit,  Isaac  Coles,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas 
Fitssimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Kzeitiel  Gilbert,  Nichotas 
Gilraan,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Janie^i  Gor- 
don, Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Kin.  1  man,  Sam n el 
Holten,  John  Hunter,  William  Irvine,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Narhitniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Francis  Ma.l^aie.  Wi'>Hani 
Vans  Murray,  Francis  iS-f^atou,  Thomas  8<^»it,  TIm'o- 
dore  Sedgwidc,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jeremiah  Smith, 


455 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


456 


H.  or  R.] 


Pott  OjffUie  BUL 


[Febbvabt,  1794. 


Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Zepha- 
niah  Swift,  Silaa  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy, 
lliomas  Tredwell,  Jonathan  Tramball,  John  £.  Van 
Allen,  PhilipVao  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Natb. — Theodoras  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tho- 
mas Blount,  Thomas  P.  Cames,  Qabriel  Christie,  Wil- 
liam J.  Dawson,  William  Findley,  William  B.  Giles, 
James  Gillespie,  Christopher  Greenup,  Carter  R  Harri- 
son, John  I&ath,  James  Hillhouse,  Matthew  Locke, 
William  Lyman,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane, 
William  BlontgomerT,  Andrew  Moore,  Anthonj  New, 
John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Pkrker,  Andrew  Pickens,  John  Smilie,  Abraham  Vena- 
ble,  Francis  Walker,  Artamas  Ward,  Benjamin  Wil- 
liams, and  Paine  Wingate. 

Whereupon,  the  said  Herrt  Latimer  took  his 
seat  in  the  House,  as  the  member  for  the  State  of 
Delaware ;  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  being  first  administered  to  him 
by  Mr.  Speaker,  according  to  law. 


Monday,  February  17. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  were  referred  the  memorials  of  the  peo- 
ple called  Quakers,  at  their  yearly  meeting,  held 
in  Rhode  Island,  in  the  j^ear,  1793 ;  of  the  delegates 
from  the  several  Societies  for  promoting  the  Abo- 
lition of  Slavery,  in  convention  assembled  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, on  the  first  day  of  January  last;  and  of 
the  Providence  Society  for  abolishing  the  Slave 
Trade;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  report  under  consideration,  and  come  to  a  reso- 
lution thereupon ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolvedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  brincr  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  prohibit  the  fitting 
out  of  any  ship  or  vessel  in  any  port  of  the  United 
States,  either  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  or 
forei^era,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  from  any 
kingdom  or  country  the  inhabitints  of  such  king- 
dom or  country,  to  be  transported  to  any  foreign 
parts  or  places  of  the  world,  to  be  sold  or  disposed 
of  as  slaves. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr. 
GaES,  Mr.  Talbot,  and  Mr.  Grove,  be  a  committee 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Arthur  St 
Clair,  which  was  made  on  the' first  day  of  Mareh 
last,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 
The  Post  Office  business  was  then  taken  up,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  A  vast  number  of  new 
post  roads  were  ordered,  without  opposition,  The 
Committee  then  came  to  the  consideration  of  that 
part  of  the  report  which  relates  to  newspapers,  and 
It  waa  moved,  that  the  postage  of  them  should  be 
redaeed  to  half  a  cent  to  distances  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  miles,  and  one  cent  for  any  greater 
distance.  This  was  advocated  on  the  ground,  that 
newapapers  from  tlio  Seat  of  Government,  and  the 


large  towns,  must  convey  more  complete  ioforms- 
tion  than  selections  from  them  by  country  priaten 
in  weekly  papers ;  and  that  the  editors  of  tbem  not 
only  possess  more  ample  means  of  information,  bat 
are  generally  better  informed.  The  motion  was 
opposed,  from  a  wish  to  encourage  country  pmaes, 
whose  papers,  it  was  said,  did  not  lose  on  a  eompa- 
rison  with  the  wretched  productions  of  the  Me- 
tropolis. The  Committee  rose,  without  taking  a 
question,  and  the  Uonae  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  18. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoqm 
that*  the  Senate  have  paased  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
in  alteration  of  the  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States;**  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Harrisoh,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lucy  Clark;  which 
ws^  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Venable,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
re-committed  the  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  doties 
arising*  on  the  tonnage  of  sundry  French  vessels 
which  have  taken  refuge  in  the  porta  of  the  United 
States,  reported  an  amendatory  bill ;  which  was  re- 
ceived, and  read  the  first  time,  and  on  motion,  vi! 
r^d  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
VM  read  third  time  to>morrow. 

The  Post  Office  law  was  under  discusMon  this 
day  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  An  amendmeot 
pfipposing  the  reduction  of  the  postage  on  nevs- 
pffbers,  VIZ  :  on  those  carried  to  any  distance  under 
an  hundred  miles,  to  half  a  cent,  and  tboae  carried 
more  than  an  hundred  to  one  cent  each,  occasioned 
considerable  debate ;  and  waa  finally  negatived,  44 
to  40.  A  motion  for  further  restricting  the  priri- 
lege  of  franking  was  also  negatived.  The  Coca- 
mittee  rose  and  reported  progreas. 


Wedmesdat,  February  19. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  remiaaion  of  the  duties 
arising  on  the  tonnage  of  sundry  French  vesseU 
which  have  taken  refuge  in  the  porta  of  the  United 
States  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *  An  act 
in  alteration  of  the  act  establishing  a  Mint,  aod 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  SUtes,"*  was 
read  twice  and  committed. 

A  memorial  of  John  Frederick  Amelang,  James 
Labes,  and  Thomas  Johnson,  of  Frederick  coaotr, 
in  the  Sute  of  Maryland,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  an  additioDal  duty 
mav  be  imposed  on  the  importation  of  window 
and  other  glass,  or  such  encouragement  given  to 
the  manufacture  of  the  said  article  within  the 
United  States,  aa  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall 
seem  meet 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Coix,  Mr.  Uihdmar,  Mr.  Du- 
ter,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Dattoh,  and  Mr.  Page;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  tb^ 
House. 
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Mr.  Picnvs,  fW>m  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  from  the  Prbsideht  of  thb 
(Jrited  States,  of  the  18th  ult,  transmitting  the 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  Constant  Freeman,  Agent  for 
the  War  Department  in  Georgia,  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  dated  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand 
9eren  hundred  and  ninety-four,  with  sundry  en- 
closures retatiTe  to  the  Greek  Indians,  made  a  re- 
port; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted to  a  GommitCee  of  the  Whde  House  on  Mon- 
day next 

The  fotlowing  lfesaag<e  was  received  from  the 
pKEsroERT  op  THB  Uhitsd  States  : 

Otmdtmen  •/  tkt  SenmU,  and 

of  ike  Jfnue  of  RepresetUaiivet : 

I  by  before  yen  the  copy  of  a  Letter  which  I  have 
Kceired  from  the  Chief  Justice  and  Auociate  Justices 
of  the  Sttpreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and,  at  their 
desire,  tbe  representation  mentioned  in  the  said  Letter, 
pointing  out  certain  defects  b  the  Judiciary  system. 

O.  WASHUfGTON. 

U^rrriD  SrATca,  f^sbrvary  19,  1794. 

The  svd  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
nittee  appointed  to  report  whether  any,  and  what, 
alterations  and  amendments  are,  in  their  opinion, 
necessary  to  the  act  "  to  establish  the  Post  OfiBce 
«iui  Post  Roads  of  the  United  States ;"  and,  after 
Bome  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
(hat  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  said  report 
Qnder  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto,  which  were  seTendly  read  twice,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
coant  to  the  said  report,  and  that  Mr.  Ssoowick, 
Mr.  Tract,  Mr.  GLaim,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Fitzsi- 
11058,  Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  Walksr,  Mr.  McDowell, 
Mr.  UcMTBs,  and  Mr.  Dearborn,  do  prepare  and 
wing  in  the  same. 

Hr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Pebsi- 
BijiT  or  thb  United  States  of  the  dOth  ultimo, 
ttclodng  the  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Qovemor  of 
^orth  Caiolina,  oovering  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
htare  of  that  State ;  as  also,  the  petitions  of  Thomas 
reram  and  others,  proprietors  of  lands  in  the  Ter- 
nto^of  the  United  SUtes  South  of  the  river  Ohio, 
and  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Wednesd^  next. 

Tbe  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
t^  of  the  Whole  House  on  tbe  report  of  the  com- 
laiUee  appointed  to  Uke  into  consideration  the  act 
j;  to  establish  the  Judidal  CourU  of  the  United 
Sutea,"  and  report  some  provision  in  the  case 
vbere  any  Judge  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States 
tt,  or  may,  by  sickness,  or  other  disqualifying  cause, 
oe  Tendered  incapable  of  discharging  the  duties  of 
Jw  office ;  also,  some  further  provision  concerning 
oail,  process,  and  costs,  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
oiates;  and,  generally,  to  report  such  amendments 
to  said  act  as  they  may  Judge  necessary  and  Con- 


stitutional ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  again 
had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

**  Retolvedt  That  so  much  of  the  act '  to  establish  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,'  as  is,  or  may  be, 
cooatrued  to  require  the  attendance  of  the  Marshal  of 
each  State,  at  each  of  the  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
shall  be  repealed ;  aod  that,  in  future,  the  said  Court 
shall  be  attended  during^  session  by  the  Marshal  of  the 
district  in  which  they  ait,  unless  by  special  order  the 
Court  shall  require  the  same." 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  committed  to 
Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Jerbmiab  Smith,  Mr. 
Moore,  Mr.  Murray,  Sir.  Thatcher,  Mr.  Scott, 
and  Mr.  Christie. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Andrew  Q.  Fraunces :    Whereupon, 

Ruohedy  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  for  refusing  payment  of  the 
warrants  referred  to  in  the  memorial,  are  fully  sutB^ 
cient  to  justify  his  conduct;  and  that,  in  the  whole 
course  of  this  transaction,  the  Secretary  a^^  other 
ofiScers  of  the  Treasury  have  acted  a  mentorioua 
part  towards  the  public. 

Retohed^  That  the  charge  exhibited  in  the  me- 
morial against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rela- 
tive to  Uie  purchase  of  the  pension  of  Baron  de 
Qlaubeck,  is  wholly  illiberal  and  groundless. 


Thursday,  February  20. 

The  House,  according  to  the  standing  order  of 
the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and,  af- 
ter some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  state  of  the  Union 
under  consideration,  and  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon ;  which  he  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Uble. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolutions  do  lie  on  the 
Uble. 


Friday,  February  21. 

A  petition  of  Josiah  G.  Pierson,  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  sucn  further  and  additional  restric- 
tions may  be  laid  on  the  importation  of  nails  from 
foreign  countries  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  to 
encourage  the  manufiicture  of  the  said  article 
within  the  United  States. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Coit,  Mr.  Hindman,  Mr.  Dexter, 
Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Dayton,  and  Mr.  Page  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  an  ad- 
judication of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
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States,  declaring  the  claims  of  certain  invalid  pen- 
sioners under  the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  prOTide 
for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  widows  and 
orphans  barred  by  the  limitations,  heretofore  estar 
blished,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pen- 
8ioDS,*Vnot  to  be  valid;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  o  n  the  table. 

NAVAL  ARMAMENT. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions 
reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union  :  Whereupon, 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  first  resolution, 
in  the  words  following  to  wit : 

'*  Retolved,  That  a  Naval  force,  to  consist  of  four  diipe 
of  furtyfour,  and  two  ships  of  twenty  guns  each,  be 
provided  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  against  the  A^erine  cruisers :" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  afOirmative — yeas  48, 
nays  41,  as  follows : 

Ybas.— Fisher  Amea,  James  Armstrong,  John  Beat- 
ty,  Elias  Boudioot,  SBearjashub  Bourne,  Beniamin 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  releg 
Coffin.  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton.  George  Dent,  Sa- 
muel Dexter,  Thomas  Fitzsimoos,  Dwight  Foster,  Eze- 
kiet  Oilbert,  Henry  Olenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James 
Gordon.  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hill- 
house,  William  Hindman,  Samuel  Holten,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Henry  Latimer,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis 
Malbooe,  Wilham  Vans  Murray,  Thomas  Scott,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Tho- 
^BDBA  Sprigg,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tra^,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  £. 
Van  Allen,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watta,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nats.— TheodoruB  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tho- 
mas Blount,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Gabriel  Christie,  Tho- 
mas Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry 
Dearborn,  William  Fiodley,  William  E  Giles,  James 
Gillespie,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Christopher  Greenup,  An- 
drew Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Carter  B.  Harri- 
son, John  Heath,  John  Hunter,  Matthew  Locke,  Wil- 
liam Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph 
McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomery, 
Andrew  Moore,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  Natha- 
niel Niles,  John  Page,  Andrew  Pickens,  Francis  Pres- 
ton, Robert  Rutherford,  John  S.  Sherburne,  John  Smilie, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Francis  Walker^ 
Paine  Wingate,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  second  resolution  being  taken  up,  in  the 
words  following: 

**  Ruolvtd,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  cost 
of  a  Naval  armament,  and  the  annual  expense  thereof) 
after  the——  day  of ,  there  shall  be  leyied,  collect- 
ed, and  naid,  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merdiandise, 
imported  mto  the  United  States,  and  on  which  a  doty 
of  seven  and  a  half  per  cent  is  now  payaUe  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  one  per  cent:" — 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that,  as  on  a  former  day, 
he  had  pledged  himself  to  the  House,  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  above  resolution,  he  was  now 
prepared  to  do  it,  and  should  take  up  Ytrj  little  of 
the  time  of  the  Committee  in  general  prefatory 
remarks. 

No  member  present,  he  said,  could  be  ignorant 
that  the  articles  falling  under  the  description  of 
those  subjected  to  a  duty  of  seven  and  a  oalf  per 


oeot  were  ibr  the  most  part  purchased  smd  oaed 
by  the  poorar  classes  of  the  people,  who  were  kss 
able  to  bear  additional  burdens  than  may  other. 
That  indeed  very  many  of  those  articles,  and  some 
of  the  most  important  of  them  were  reiil  neoess*- 
ries,  and  could  not  be  furnished  in  this  ooaniry,  bat 
nust  be  brought  from  abroad,  for  a  long  time  at 
least  to  QOTOA ;  among  which  h»  particolari  j  meo- 
tioned  coarse  woollens,  dbc 

That,  under  this  impression,  he  took  tbo  liberty 
to  move,  that  instead  c^  laying  one  per  cent.  ad<y- 
tional  duty,  as  the  Select  Committee  had  reported, 
on  those  artiples,  it  might  be  reduced  U>  one  half 
per  cent  only. 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  was  aware  that  the  redifction  of 
one  half,  as  proposed  by  him,  would  occasicHi  a  di- 
minution in  the  sum  to  be  raised  of  about  75,000 
dollars,  under  that  head  of  revenue,  bat  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  might  see  arid  ander- 
stand  his  whole  plan  and  object,  before  ^ej  de- 
cided upon  a  part,  he  would  in  his  place,  read  to 
them  what  he  intended  to  offer  as  a  sobstitata  to 
remedy  that  deficiency. 

Here  Mr.  D,  read  a  varied  of  specific  artides, 
which,  he  said,  were  either  luxuries  of  lile,  and  con- 
sequently consumed  or  used  by  those  who  were 
most  able  to  pay  the  duties,  or  articles  which  oar 
own  artists  or  manu&cturers  could  supplj  in  soffi- 
cient  quantity,  especially  if  this  small  additioDal 
protection  could  be  held  out  to  them. 

The  principal  of  them  were  as  follows,  Tix  : 


On  hoots»  an  additional  duty  of  twenty-fire 
pair. 

On  shoes  and  slippers  ibr  men  and  womes, 
dogs  and  golo^hoes,  five  cents  per  pair. 

On  shoes  and  slippers  for  cmldreo,  three  cents  per 
pair. 

On  millinery  ready  made,  and  artificial  flowers^  fear 
thera,  and  other  ornaments,  for  women*B  head  dreeses, 
dolls,  dressed  and  undressed,  toys,  five  per  cent  sul  ra- 
lorem. 

On  cast  slit)  and  rolled  iron,  and  geoerallj  all  ma- 
nufaotures  of  iron,  steel,  tin,  pewter,  copper^  brass,  or 
of  which  either  of  these  metals  is  the  artiole  of  eliief 
value,  not  being  otherwise  particularly  ennaiermted 
(brass  and  iron  wire,  locks,  ninges,  hoes,  anvila,  and 
vices,  excepted,)  cabinet  wares,  carpets^  aad  carpeting ; 
two  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  leather  tanned  and  tawed,  and  eeoerallj  all  ma- 
nufactures of  leather,  or  of  which  leaUier  is  the  article 
of  chief  value,  not  otherwise  particularly  eniunerated  - 
two  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  medicinal  drugs,  except  those  commonly  need  in 
dying,  mats  and  floor  doths,  hats,  caps,  and  bonneta  of 
every  sort  for  women,  floves,  mittens,  stockii^s,  fkos, 
buttons  of  every  kind,  backles,  shoe  and  knee,  sheath- 
ing and  cartridge  paper,  all  powders,  pastes,  balls,  bal- 
sams, ointments,  ous,  waten,  washes,  tinetorea,  essence^ 
or  other  preparations  or  compositioDB,  commonly  called 
sweet  scents,  odours,  perfumes,  or  eosmetioa,  and  all 
dentifrice,  powders  or  preparations  fi>r  the  teeth  or 
gums ;  two  per  oeot  ad  valorem. 

On  gold,  silver,  and  plated  wares,  gold  and  aalTer 
Uuse,  jewelry,  and  paste  work,  clocks  and  watches,,  and 
the  following  groceries,  via :  cinnamon,  clovtt%  mace^ 
nutmegs,  ^oger,  anoiseed,  currants,  dates,  figs,  plums, 
prunes,  raisins,  sugar  candy,  oranges,  lemons^  Umea^  axui 
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goMnllj  all  frttita.  aad  oomfiU,  oUtm,  capers,  picklet 
of  every  tort,  oQ,  and  mustard  Id  flour ;  two  per  cent 
ad  TsloreuL 

On  all  manoftctores  of  cotton,  of  which  cotton  is  the 
diief  material,  printed,  stained,  or  colored ;  one  and  a 
failf  per  cent  ad  Talorem. 

On  all  marUe,  slate,  and  other  stone,  on  bricks,  tiles, 
tsbles,  mortan,  and  other  utensils  of  marble,  or  stone, 
and  gcacfallj  upon  all  stone  and  earthenware,  an  ad- 
tkmsl  duty  of  five  per  cent 

Ob  ihips  er  vessels  of  the  United  States  empkjed  in 
fbreigo  trade^  six  cents  per  ton ;  on  all  other  shipsand 
Teasdti  twenty-five  cents  per  ton. 

The  additiofMl  dotiea  which  he  had  proposed 
on  thearticleB  he  had  thus  particularly  enamerated, 
would  amoont  to  about  75,060  dollars,  which  would 
be  the  diminution  occasioned  by  the  reduction  of  a 
half  per  cent  agreeably  to  this  motion. 

Ifr.  D.  said,  that  he  hoped  every  member,  whe- 
ther be  lavorBd  or  opposed  a  Naval  armament  to 
protect  our  commerce  tnd  our  coast  and  harbors, 
vottld  lid  him  and  his  endeavors  to  render  the 
ways  and  menus  for  raising  the  moneys  as  little 
bordensome  and  as  unexceptionable  as  possible. 
If  tbe  resolution  for  building  and  equipping  the 
fire  frigates  should  ultimately  be  negatived,  it  by 
DO  means  followed  that  the  time  spent  in  the  dis- 
cussion and  amendment  of  the  resolution  immedi- 
ately under  consideration,  would  be  uselessly  spent 
Id  any  future  call  for  money,  the  ways  and  means 
vbich  should  be  on  this  occasion  preferred,  would 
probably  be  resorted  to,  and  it  was  therefore  of 
importance,  thnt  all  should  unite  their  exertions 
to  make  the  measure  as  unobjectionable  as  pos- 
cible. 

So  &r  as  the  encouragement  of  our  own  manu- 
fictores  could  be  made  to  consist  with  the  increase 
of  revenue,  it  was  certainly  desirable  to  effect  it ; 
and  it  was  with  a  view  to  both  those  important 
objects,  that  he  had  selected  the  articles  which  he 
eoomsrated.  It  was  to  be  remembered,  Mr.  D. 
iddsd,  that  it  was  not  now  a  question  whether 
they  should  nuse  more  money,  (this  had  already 
Ikcq  determined,)  but  whether  the  increase  of  du- 
ties should  ikll  upon  articles  of  luxury,  and  such 
other  artideB  as  the  United  States  were  capable 
o(  supplying  within  themselves,  independently  of 
fiffcigB  oountriea 

After  oonddereble  discussion,  which  turned 
pnncipally  upon  the  propriety  of  affording  the 
protection  and  encouragement  which  was  con* 
ttmpbted  in  the  amendment  in  &vor  of  the  iron 
uul  of  the  iron  manufactures  of  the  United  States, 
it  was  meved  and  carried,  that  locks,  binges,  and 
two  or  three  other  articles  (which  it  was  said, 
ooaid  not  be  manufactured  in  this  country,)  should 
he  excepted. 

Tbe  propositiotts  of  Mn  Dattoh  were  then 
•Sned  to,  and  were  adopted  as  part  of  the  report 
oftheCommitteei 

The  remaining  resolutions  were  then  adopted,  as 

follows: 

"BaoUed,  That  the  like  drawbacks  and  allowaocss 
be  made  of  the  said  additional  duties  as  are  now  made 
of  olbsr  duties  upon  goods  exported  from  the  United 

Statea. 


"  Ruolaed,  Hiat  a  separate  account  of  the  said 
duties  be  kept 

**  TUmdved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  be 
anthoriied  \o  receive  on  loan,  a  sum  not  exceeding  — — 
dollars,  to  be  applied  towards  the  building  and  equip- 
ment of  the  said  Kaval  armament,  at  an  interest  not 
exceeding  ~— -  per  cent  per  annum ;  and  that  the  said 
loan  be  open  to  any  individual  or  body  politic  or  cor- 
porate within  the  United  States. 

**  Rs^ohed,  That  the  revenues  herein  before  recited  be 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  loan 
aforesaid,  for  the  annual  expense  of  the  said  armament ; 
and  that  the  surplus  of  sucn  revenue  be  applied  to  the 
repayment  of  the  principal,  and  to  no  other  purpose 
whatever.** 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Finh 
siMOiis,  Mr.  Chx>DHUi,  Mr.  Jbbrmiah  Wauswobth, 
Mr.  FoRBBST,  Mr.  Malbohb,  Mr.  Bounmor,  Mr. 
Pabkbb,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Wink,  Mr.  Oilman,  Mr. 
WATts,  Mr.  Obr,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Israel  Smfth, 
Mr.  Latimer,  and  Mr.  Datton,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Mtohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port whether  any,  and  what,  sum  may  be  necessary 
to  be  loaned  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  tbe 
public  service  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four. 

And  e  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Sbdo* 
WICK,  Mr.  QiLBs,  end  Mr.  Dearborn. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  support  of  Government,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,'  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  said 
bill  under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments Uiereto;  which  were  severally  twice  read 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on 
Monday  next 


Monday,  February  24. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PtesiOBNT  or  THB  Unitbd  Statbs  : 

04iUUmiHo/th§8maU,aHd 

of  the  Houtt  of  Repr4mUelwi9 : 

The  extracts  which  I  now  lay  before  yon,  from  a  Let- 
ter of  onr  Minister  at  London,  are  supplementary  to 
some  of  my  past  communieaiions,  and  will  appear  to  be 
of  a  confidential  nature. 

I  also  transmit  to  yon  copies  of  a  Letter  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  StaU  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty,  and  the  answers  thereto,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain;  together  with  the  copy  of  a  Letter  from 
Messienis  Carmichael  and  Short,  relative  to  our  affairs 
with  Spain;  which  Letter  is  connected  with  a  former 

confidential  Messaga 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unrsd  Stato,  JMntary  24, 17d4. 
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The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  QiLxs  called  up  his  resolution,  laid  on  the 
table  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  which  reso- 
lution is  in  the  following  words : 

**  Resolved^  lliat  a  cominittee  be  appointed  to  exa- 
mine the  Btate  of  the  Treasurj  Department,  and  that 
they  be  instructed  to  report  to  the  House,  generally, 
thereon ;  and,  among  other  things,  more  particularly : 

"  1st  Whether  the  form  of  keeping  the  acoounta  be 
calculated  to  effectuate  the  disposition  of  the  public 
moneys,  as  prescribed  by  law. 

**  2d.  Whether  the  cash  receipts,  from  the  domestic  re- 
sources, have  exceeded,  equalled,  or  fidlen  short  of  the 
domestic  cash  expenditures,  from  the  establishment  of 
the  Government  to  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-four;  remarking  the 
dates  and  amount  of  any  excess,  or  deficiency,  quarterly. 

**  8d.  Whether  the  Sinking  Fund,  at  the  time  of  its  es- 
tablishment, consisted  of  cash  or  bonds ;  specifying,  in 
the  latter  case,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  the  several  dates  at 
which  any  sum  or  sums  of  such  bonds  became  payable. 

"4th.  What  proceeciings  have  been  made  under  the 
laws  of  the  fourth  and  twelfth  of  August,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety,  authorizing  loans  of  money, 
and  what  authorities  were  given  for  tliose  proceeding 
That  they  also  state,  in  dollars  and  cents,  the  gross  pnn- 
cipal  of  debt  in  Holland,  produced  to  the  United  States 
by  the  said  loans,  and  the  precise  amount  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  foreign  debt,  which  has  been  discharged 
tberebjr :  what  portion  of  such  loans  has  been  drawn  to 
the  United  States,  at  what  dates,  and  by  what  author- 
ity ;  in  what  manner  such  drafts  have  been  applied ; 
under  what  forms  and  checks  those  drafts  were  made ; 
and  whether  the  moneys  raised  thereby  were  imme- 
diately deposited  in  the  IVeasury  ;  if  not,  m  what  places, 
and  to  what  amount,  were  such  moneys  dep<isited; 
how  much  time  elapsed  after  such  loans,  before  the  said 
moneys  came  into  the  Treasury  ;  whether  a  complete 
fhlfilment  of  our  engagements  to  France  was,  in  any 
degree,  obviated  by  such  drafts ;  whether  any  portion 
of  the  French  debt  remained  unpaid,  at  the  end  of  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two ;  and  whether 
any  balance  of  the  said  debt  is  yet  unpaid.  And  that 
the  Conmoittee  do  also  report  the  date  of  the  first  in- 
formation to  this  House,  communicating  the  said 
drafts ;  and  whether  any  call  of  the  House  was  made 
upon  the  Treasury  Department,  which  embraced  the 
idea  of  a  previous  disclosure  .thereof. 

'*  5th.  lliat  the  committee  be  also  instructed  to  report 
the  whole  amount  of  the  existing  debt  of  the  United 
States,  discriminating  the  domestic  from  the  foreign 
debt,  and  specifying  the  amount  of  domestic  debt  bear- 
ing a  present  interest  of  six  per  centum ;  the  amount 
bearing  a  present  interest  of  three  per  centum,  and  the 
amount  deferred.  That  they  also  report  the  increase 
or  decrease  of  the  whole  debt  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  operatiuD  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  the  end  of  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three." 

Mr.  QiLES  observed,  that  very  shortly  afler  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  he  had  laid  this  resolution 
on  the  table,  under  a  conviction  of  the  propriety 
of  the  measure,  and  the  hope  of  a  speedy  decision 
upon  it.  An  occurrence  took  place  a  few  days 
afterwards,  which  produced  a  temporary  delay. 
An  individual  presented  a  memorial  to  Congress, 
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containing  some  suggestions  agunst  the 
conduct  of  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
partment;  and  to  have  pressed  the  inquiry  in 
the  general  state  of  the  Treasury,  during 
pendency  of  those  suggestions,  might  have 
deemed  a  violation    of  delicacy  and  p 
Very  soon  after  the  imputations  firom  tiiat  son 
were  done  away  by  report  of  a  oommittee,  be  h 
called  up  the  resolution,  but  the  House,  acting 
under  the  impressions  produced  by  the  ddictti 
crisis  of  our  external  affairs,  refused  to  enter  into  \ 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  at  that  time. 

Mr.  O.  remarked,  that  while  on  the  one  htnd 
he  was  desirous  of  looking  into  a  subject  whick 
he  deemed  important  to  the  public  welfare,  ai 
well  as  to  gratify  an  officer  in  a  request  which  btl 
conceived  had  been  impelled  by  the  delicacy  of 
his  situation,  be  was  not  unwilling,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  yield  to  the  opinion  of  the  House,  which 
induced  an  immediate  attention  to  our  affairs  with 
foreign  nations.  The  subjects  of  commercial  rego- 
lations,  and  the  naval  armament,  being  now  out 
of  the  view  of  the  House,  at  least  for  some  days, 
he  hoped  the  chasm  would  be  filled  by  the  consi- 
deration of  the  resolution  be  bad  proposed.  He 
could  not  help  remarking,  that  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session  this  resolution  had  been  termed  the 
torch  of  discord.  He  thought  if  it  could  be  viewed 
with  impartiality,  and  according  to  its  own  de- 
sign, it  would  not  be  found  to  possess  that  chara^ 
ter.  The  primary  object  of  the  resolution  is,  ts 
ascertain  the  boundaries  oi  discretion  and  autho- 
rity between  the  Legislature  and  the  Treasury 
Department  To  effect  this  object,  it  beoomet 
necessary  to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  Department  This  appeared  to  him  an 
obvious  duty  of  the  House  of  Representative^ 
operating  equally  upon  every  individual  of  whon 
it  is  composed ;  it  therefore  seemed  strange  to  him, 
that  an  attempt  to  discharge  an  essential  duty 
should  be  construed  into  a  design  to  interrupt  thft 
harmony  of  deliberation. 

If  to  require  a  full  and  comprehensive  view  of 
the  public  finances,  and  the  modes  in  which  they 
are  contributed  and  distributed,  be  construed  into 
an  effort  at  discord,  it  must  arise  either  from  the 
opinion  that  Congress  already  possess  this  view, 
or  from  the  principle  that  they  ought  not  to  pos- 
sess it,  but  that  the  whole  knowledge  of  this  sub- 
ject should  be  left  to  the  IVeasury  officers.  If  this 
doctrine  be  contended  for,  he  thought  it  ought  \» 
stimulate  the  exertions  of  those  who  believed  it 
to  be  subversive  of  the  primary  principle  of  the 
Constitution.  He  requested  the  House  to  accom- 
pany him  in  making  a  few  reflections  upon  this 
subject 

The  Debt  of  the  United  States  forms  an  im- 
portant item  of  legislation.  Its  system  is  intri- 
cate, its  extent  unknown ;  it  embraces  the  inter- 
ests of  a  very  sagacious  and  powerful  dass  of 
citizens.  It  is  made,  by  the  Constitution,  the  pe- 
culiar province  of  the  Representatives,  immedi- 
ately chosen  by  the  people,  to  superintend  the 
contributions  and  the  distributions  of  all  public 
moneys.  This  may  be  deemed  the  highest  duty 
of  the  Representatives.    It  may  be  a^ed— Bow 
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|his  most  important  of  duties  can  be  understand- 
^Dgl J  performed,  but  by  a  knowledge  of  the  whole 
Dtcfainery  of  the  Treasuij  Department  ?    There 
an  be  no  prospect  of  acting  wisely,  where  there 
ire  DO  means  of  judging  rightly.    The  omission  to 
discharge   this    important    Legislative    function, 
bj  the  Representatires,  will  necessarily  cause  it 
to  be  performed  by  the  Head  of  the  Department 
A  species  of  laws  will  grow  out  of  an  inattention 
to,  and  a  consequent  ignorance  of,  this  subject, 
which  may  be  called  the  rules  of  office,  the  forms 
of  the  TressuTy,   the  practical  constructions  of 
laws  contravening  the  legal  constructions.    In  all 
eosf  icts  between  this  species  of  laws  and  the  laws 
proDoanoed  by  the  Constitutional  tribunal,  the  ad- 
nntage  would  be  in  favor  of  the  Treasury  sys- 
tem :  because  this  would  be  the  practical,  that  the 
theoretic  system  of  legislation.    An  inattention  to 
this  sQbje(^  which  is  an  intricate  and  complicated 
o&e,  and  a  consequent  ignorance  of  it  might,  in 
a  coQTse  of  time,  leave  to  the  Legislature  the  mere 
right  of  registering  Treasury  edicts.    It  may  be 
8»d,  that  this  is  not  the  case  at  present     It  ii  not 
proposed  to  give  any  opinion  on  this  point    The 
remarks  have  been  intended  to  show  the  probable 
tendency  of  intrusting  this   important  branch  of 
IcgUation  to  the  Tr^ury  Department;    which 
Tould  be  the  in&llible  consequence  of  the  igno- 
nsce  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Treasury  proceed- 
ings.   The  propriety  of  placing  confidence  in  the 
ExecQtive  officers,  is  an  argument  very  familiar 
to  this  House.    To  a  certain  extent,  it  is  in  every 
respect  proper.     It  is  proper,  so  long  as  the  officer 
eoofines  himself  to  his  legal  designated  functions. 
Ifioany  case  he  should  exceed  these,  it  becomes 
the  daty  of  the  Legislature  to  notice  the  proceed- 
isg.   It  is  also  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  as- 
oertam  his  functions  by  law,  and    to  limit  his 
^Sscretion.    This  argument  of  confidence  in  the 
ExecatiTe  officers  may  easily  be  carried  to  a  dan- 
eeroQs  excess.  The  people  have  confidence  in  their 
representatives;    they  bestow  on    them    certain 
trusts,  and  impose  on  them  certain  duties.    The 
Bepresentatives  have  confidence  in  the  Executive 
officers:  they  transfer  to  them  these  trusts  and 
tbcse  duties.    VHiat  would  be  the  result?    A  com- 
plete and  radical  change  in  the  most  essential 
character  of  the  G^ovemment    Instead  of  the  Le- 
gis^are  prescribing  rules  of  conduct  to  the  peo- 
ple, the  Executive  officers  would  prescribe  them ; 
ifid  the  Legislature  would  be  of  no  other  use  than 
to  legalize  Executive  proceedings.      This  would 
be  a  desertion  of  the  tnist  reposed  in  the  Repre- 
satatives.    The  consideration  of  individual  ease, 
vould  always  operate  in  favor  of  this  idea.    The 
V|Qment  of  individual  interest  might  possibly  aid 
it  in  some  instances,  and  the  argument  of  policy 
X  others ;  for  there  may  be  some  individuals  who 
ought  possibly  prefer  that  to  the  Constitutional 
^te  of  things.     These  remarks  had  been  made  to 
shov,  in   very  general  terms,    the    impressions 
vhich  the  sulject  had  made  on  his  mind ;  to  ex- 
hibit its  general  obiect;  to  prove  that  it  was  not 
colmportant ;  and  that,  if  such  should  be  the  opin-- 
ioD  of  the  House,  the  stage  of  the  session  required 
that  it  should  receive  immediate  attention. 


Mr.  Page  said,  that  he  looked  upon  those  reso- 
lutions as  the  only  proper  objects  of  the  proposed 
committee;  as  being  those  on  which  the  chief 
view  of  the  author  of  them  was  fixed ;  and  which, 
too,  came  up  exactly  to  the  ideas  of  the  Secretary 
himself,  as  expressed  in  his  Letter,  calling  on  the 
House  for  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct  He  was 
surprised  to  hear  gentlemen  talk  of  exciting  sus- 
picions, by  setting  on  foot  such  an  inquiry:  for 
his  part  were  he  the  Secretary,  he  should  never 
rest  till  his  requisition  of  an  inquiry  had  been 
fully  complied  with.  That  an  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Treasurer  ought  to  be  made,  (as  it 
was  annually  in  the  State  m>m  which  he  came, 
where  a  committee  of  both  Houses  not  only  ex- 
amined the  Treasurer's  accounts,  but  corrected 
and  weighed  his  money,)  notwithstanding  his 
honesty  and  virtue;  and  that  this  examination 
had  been  found  useful  and  necessary,  for  deficien- 
cies bad  been  discovered ;  and  in  one  instance  by 
the  Treasurer  himself,  (although  it  had  escaped 
the  Committee,)  who  honestly  informed  the  As- 
sembly of  it,  and  only  asked  time  to  replace  the 
deficient  money,  which  he  did.  As  to  the  impro- 
priety of  revising  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  their  last  session,  he  thought 
nothing  of  it — not  as  much  as  he  should  of  repeal- 
ing one  of  its  laws ;  and  surely  as  it  could  not  be 
denied  that  this  House  had  a  right  to  examine  any 
proceedings  of  the  last,  which  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Senate  and  Pbb8U>bnt  too,  it  must 
be  very  extraordinary  to  doubt  its  right  to  revise 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
alone,  and  more  so  when  that  revision  has  been 
requested,  even  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  person  who  was  the  particular  object  of  those 
proceedings. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr. 
McDowell,  Mr.  Gn.Bs,  Mr.  Greenup,  Mr.  Dent,  Mr. 
Latimer,  Mr.  Irvine,  Mr.  Bbattt,  Mr.  Van  Cort- 
land, Mr.  NiLES,  Mr.  Swirr,  Mr.  Malbone,  Mr. 
Coffin,  and  Mr.  Winoate,  be  a  committee  porsu* 
ant  to  the  said  resolution. 


TuBSDAT,  February  25. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  providing  for  destroyed  cer- 
tificates of  certain  descriptions,  reported  an  amend- 
atory bill;  whioh  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"  An  act  in  alteration  of  the  act  for  establishing  a 
Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United 
States;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no  amend- 
ment thereto.  The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Arthur  St 
Clair;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 


4C7 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESa 


41 


H.  or  R] 


Proeeeding*. 


IF 


,178 


Wkonbsdat,  February  26. 

A  petition  and  representation  of  the  pilots  of 
Ocracock  bar,  in  the  State  of  North  Oarcdina, 
masters  of  Tessels^  and  merchants,  owners  of  yes* 
sels,  trading  in  and  out  at  the  same,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  suggesting  Tarious  reasons 
against  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  Ocracock 
Island,  and  praying  that  Um  same  may  be  erected 
on  Shell-Castle  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Ocracock. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  and  representa- 
tion be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report 
his  opinion  thereupon  to  tiie  House. 

Biohed^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  Treasury  Department,  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 
^  Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  propriety  of  remitting  the 
duty  on  imported  bar  iron,  in  certain  cases;  and 
that  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Fitzsimoks,  and  Hr. 
Sbdowick,  be  the  said  committee. 

£eiohedy  That  so  much  of  the  ^eech  of  the 

PaBSIDENT    or    THE    UNITED  StaTBS,    SS    rOSpOCtS 

arms  and  military  stores,  magaxines,  and  arsenals, 
together  with  the  return  of  arms  and  military  stores, 
reported  by  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  and  that 
they  report  whether  any,  or  what,  addition  ought 
to  be  made  to  any  or  all  of  these  objects ;  with  an 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  any  augmentation  they 
may  recommend. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Qoodhue, 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Wadswobth,  Mr.  Forrest,  Mr.  Mal* 
BONB,  Mr.  BouniHOT,  Mr.  Pabkbb,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr. 
Winn,  Mr.  Golman,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr,  Or»»  Mr. 
Baldwin,  Mr.  Isbabl  Smith,  Mr.  Latimbr,  and  Mr. 
Datton,  be  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said  reso* 
lution. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lucy 
Clark;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  bad 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  said 
bill  be  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Euolved,  That  the  ii\j unction  of  secrecy,  imposed 
by  the  House  in  the  case  of  the  Letter  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  to  the  British  Minister,  and  the  an- 
swer thereto,  communicated  by  Message  from  the 
Pbesidbnt  on  Monday  last,  be  removed,  and  that 
the  said  letters  be  considered  as  public 


Thursday,  February  37. 

Mr.  Sbdowick,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  whether  any,  and  what,  sum  may  be  neces- 
sary to  be  loaned  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
Sublic  service  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
red  and  ninety-four,  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  on  the  petition  of  William  M'Hatton; 


and  ailer  some  time  spent  therein,  the  G1 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  ud 
port  under  consideration,  but  come  to  no  resolat 
thereupon. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee   of  the  Whc 
House  be  discharged  from  the  farther  considemi 
of  the  said  Report ;  and  that  Mr.  Boudisot, 
Qrbenup,  and  Mr.  Bailet,  be  a  committee  to  Tt\ 
whether  ^ny,  and  what,  alterations  or  amendmeoj 
are  in  their  opinion  necessary  to  the  act  "to     ' 
late  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions.** 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  H( 
do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

**IU9Qlvedt  That  proviflion  ooght  to  be  made  by 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  balances  credit 
certain  States,  io  the  books  of  the  TVeaaury,  opon 
final  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  Unil 
States  and  the  iodividual  States. ' 

**  Retolved,  That  the  balances  doe  from  snndrr  of  I 
States,  on  the  final  settlement  of  the  accooots bet^t 
the  individual  States  and  the  United  States,  ought 
be  paid  in years,  by  annual  instalments.** 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  MoodA) 
next.  , 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tb^ 
Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  remission  of  cer< 
tain  duties;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  tb^ 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  hsd  th^ 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no  anieDd* 
ment  thereto. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  be  eni 
grossed,  and  read  the  third  time,  it  passed  in  Um 
negative.    And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  William  SMrm,  from  the  committee  M 
whom  was  referred  the  motion  of  the  19th  iastint 
"  for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  act  *  to  estiblist 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,*  as  is  oi 
may  be  construed  to  require  the  attendance  of  tb 
Marshal  of  each  State,  at  each  of  the  sessions  c 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  providing  that,  in  future 
the  said  Court  shall  be  attended  during  session  b; 
the  Marshal  of  the  District  in  which  they  sit,  on 
less  by  special  order  the  Court  shall  require  tb 
same,    made  a  report.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  proper  to  pass  a  \k\ 
repealing  so  much  of  the  act  *'  to  establish  the  Ji 
dicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,**  as  is  or  maj  I 
construed  to  require  the  attendance  of  the  Marsbi 
of  all  the  Districts  at  the  Supreme  Court,  and  ei 
acting  that  the  said  Court  shall  be  attended,  dunn 
its  session,  by  the  Marshal  of  the  District  only  i 
which  the  Court  shall  sit,  unless  the  attendance  < 
the  Marshals  of  other  Districts  shall  be  required  t 
special  order  of  the  Court 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  tl 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  tl 
Whole  House,  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  to  tl 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  in 
consideration  the  act  "to  establish  the  Judici 
Courts  of  the  United  States,**  and  report  some  pr 
vision  in  the  cate  where  any  Judge  of  the  Coai 
of  the  United  States  is,  or  may,  by  sickness, ' 
other  disqualifying  cause,  be  rendered  incapab 
of  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office ;  also,  son 
further  provision  concerning   bail,  process^  a] 
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pts,  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States  i  and, 
inenilly,  to  report  aiich  amend  men  ts  to  the  eaid 
el  aa  they  may  judge  necessary  and  Constitu- 
boal ;  and  the  said  amendments  being  sererally 
vice  read,  weroi  on  the  question  put  theveapoiit 
peed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
mot  to  the  said  report  as  amended,  and  to  the  pre- 
Bdine  resolation»  and  that  Mr.  William  Smith, 
[r.  Jeremiah  Smith,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Murray, 
Ir.  Thatcher,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Christie,  do 
reoare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
Ordered,  That  there  be  a  call  of  the  House  to- 
aorrow,  at  twelve  o'clock. 
The  Hoose  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
he  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  peiition 
f  Henry  Hill.    Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  said  rraort  be  eommitted  to 
i  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  immediately. 
The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
lid  committee ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
0,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
ihe  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
tf  lieateoant  Colonel  Tonsard.    Mliereupon, 
Resolted,  That  there  be  albwed  to  the  said 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Tonsard  an  equivalent  for  his 
^nsioa  for  life,  agreeably  to  the  rule  of  commu- 
ition,  as  adopted  by  the  United  States,  in  lieu  of 
die  half  pay  to  the  (wieers  of  the  late  Arm^. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bUls  be  brought  in,  pur- 
nant  totbe  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Samuel 
$MiTa,  Mr.  Thatcher,  and  Mr.  Learned,  do 
(wepsFe  and  bring  in  the  same. 

F&IDAT,  Februaiy  28. 

Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
pR*eQted  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  carrying  on  the 
liare  trade  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign 
place  or  country  $  which  was  read  twioe,  and  com- 

nitted. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMOKs,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  to  the  House  an  estimate  of 
^  etpense  that  will  be  requisite  to  place  the 
priodpal  seaports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States 
ifl  a  state  of  defence,  made  a  report  $  which  was 
Kid,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
tf  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  oommittee 
M>poiored  to  prepare  and  report  such  standing 
Rulet  and  Orders  of  proceeding  as  may  be  proper 
^  be  observed  in  this  House ;  and,  after  some  time 
■pent  therein*  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
l»ogpesa. 

The  Hoose  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
^^cretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  sums  necessary 
to  be  aporopriated  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thotnand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four ;  and, 
ifter  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
*^  reported  progress. 

ON  THB  STATE  OP  THE  TREAStTRY. 
Mr.  Sedgwick  called  up  a  report  of  a  select 
wmmittee  to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  to  report 


whether  any,  and  what^  sum  was  necessary  to  be 
borrowed  for  the  service  of  the  current  year.  The 
report  states  it  to  be  expedient  that  the  President 
should  be  authoriaed  to  borrow  $1,000,000,  if  in 
his  opinion  the  same  shall  be  necessary.  The  re- 
port was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
accordingly. 

The  report  being,  read,  Mr.  SsDOWicx  said  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Sf^t  eommittee  to  state  the 
several  steps  which  had  been  taken  in  the  progress 
of  their  inquiry,  and  the  facts  which  had  come  to 
their  knowledge  during  the  investigation,  that  the 
result  which  was  expressed  in  their  report  might 
have  its  merits  decided  on  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

He  stated  that,  however  inadequate  the  actual 
receipts  of  the  revenue  might  be  to  discharge  all 
the  demands  made  on  the  Govemmentt  there  was 
in  iiact  no  defieieney  in  the  funds  appropriated  to 
the  discharge  of  those  demands.  The  deficit  was 
owing  merelr  to  the  credit  which,  for  the  conve- 
nience and  benefit  of  trade,  was  allowed  to  the 
merchants ;  and  that,  in  fact,  the  bonded  duties 
were  mo^  than  equal  to  meet  all  the  demands  on 
the  Treasury.  This  credit,  it  would  be  remem- 
bered, extended  from  four  months  to  two  years. 

He  next  stated  that,  by  the  report  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Committee,  that  the  deficiency 
at  the  end  of  the  present  quarter  would  amount  tp 
$621,291  18.  The  select  committee  were  not 
fully^  acquainted  with  the  Bank  transactions  in 
relation  to  the  Treasury,  and  were  uncertain 
whether  money  deposited  in  Banks  by  Collectors 
of  revenue  was  considered  as  in  the  Treasury  from 
the  time  of  the  deposits.  He  observed,  that  this 
doubt  arose  from  considering  the  law  constituting 
the  Treasury  Department,  oy  which  it  appeared 
that  the  Secretary's  warrant  was  as  well  required 
for  paying  mone;^  in,  as  for  issuing  it  from  the 
Treasury.  It  might  therefore  happen,  if  the 
deposite  money  was  not  conndered  as  in  the 
Treasury,  that  the  apparent  deficit  reported,  of 
$621,291  18,  mi^ht  exist,  while,  in  fact,  there 
might  be  at  the  disposal  of  Government  a  sufficient 
sum  completely  to  answer  every  demand. 

Mr.  S.  said  that,  oontemplaong  the  subject  in 
this  view,  the  select  committee  had  thought  it 
their  duty  to  submit  certain  questions  to  the  Se- 
cretary, which  they  had  accordingly  done;  the 
import  of  which  was,  ^'  whether  money  collected 
on  account  of  the  United  States,  in  Banks,  waa 
from  the  time  of  deposite 'considered  as  in  the 
Treasury  P  Or,  are  any,  and  if  any  what,  means 
necessary  to  subject  money  so  deposited  to  the 
control  of  the  Treasurer  P  And  in  the  latter  case 
who  is,  from  the  time  of  such  deposite  until  it 
passes  into  the  Trsasary^responaiUe  to  the  United 
States  P  Is  any  money  now  so  deposited  eapafaie 
of  being  drawn  into  the  Trsasniy  P  And,  if  any, 
is  the  jirobable  amount  such  as  to  render  a  present 
provision  for  a  loan  inexpedient  or  unneces- 
sary P* 

Mr.  S.  then  read  the  following  Letter,  addressed 
to  him  as  Chairman  of  the  select  oommittee,  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 
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Trkasdrt  DEPAETimrr,  February  26, 1794. 
Sir:  The  following  mre  antwera  to  the  queetlons 
stated  in  your  Letter  of  the  22d  inatant,  viz. : 

Atuwer  to  gueetum  tkejint 
**  All  moneys  collected  on  account  of  the  United 
States,  and  deposited  in  the  Banks  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer,  are  considered  as  in  the  Treasury  from  the 
time  of  the  deposite.  The  steady  course  witn  rewd  to 
the  standiDg  reyenue  is,  that  the  money  deposited  in 
Bank  passes  immediately  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer. 
**  But  it  is  necessary,  to  discbarge  the  payers,  that  re- 
ceipts of  the  Treasurer  should  he  endorsed  upon  war- 
rants signed  by  the  Secretary,  eountersigned  by  the 
Comptroller,  and  registered  by  the  Register,  which  is 
the  course  regularly  observed. 

Antwer  to  qtteitum  the  Meeond, 
**  After  moneys  are  deposited  in  Banks  to  the  credit 
of  the  Treasurer,  they  are  in  his  control,  though  they 
may  not  legally  be  disbursed  but  upon  warrants  of  the 
above  description.  If  deposited  without  passing  in  the 
first  instance  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  the  means 
used  for  placing  them  in  his  custody  and  disposal  are 
warrants  of  the  like  kind. 

AMwer  to  guettion  the  third, 
f  "In  respect  to  any  moneys  of  the  United  States,  de- 
posited in  Banks,  but  not 'passed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer,  the  Banks  are  considered  as  directly  respon- 
sible to  the  United  States ;  in  the  case  of  deposites  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  they  are  responsible,  in  the 
first  instance  to  him,  ultimately  to  the  United  States. 

Aruwer  to  question  thefourtK 
"  Only  two  cases  are  recollected,  in  whieb  moneys  of 
the  United  States  may  be  considered  as  baring  been  de- 
posited in  Bank  without  passing,  in  the  first  instance, 
mto  the  account  of  the  Treasurer.  These  relate,  first, 
to  the  proceeds  of  foreign  bills  sold  for  the  Gt)yemment 
and  received  by  the  Bank,  fall  accounts  of  which  are 
now  finally  closed;)  second,  to  the  sum  of  |200,000, 
being  the  only  sum  now  so  deposited,  which  arises  from 
the  last  loan  had  of  the  Bank.  It  is  left  (subject  to  the 
eventual  decision  of  the  Legislature,)  as  an  offset  against 
the  second  instalment  of  the  two  million  loan  from  the 
Bank. 

**  llie  effect  of  the  operation  will  be  this :  An  interest 
of  six  per  cent,  payaUe  to  the  Bank  upon  the  instal- 
ment, will  be  eztii^uished  from  the  81st  December  Ust, 
by  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  payable  to  the  Bonk 
upon  the  sum  borrowed  of  itself  and  left  in  deposite. 
And  it  has  been  endeavored  thereby,  to  preserve  con- 
sistency and  regularity  in  the  arrangements  of  the  Trea- 
sury. The  first  instalment,  by  leaving  in  deposite  an 
eaual  sum  of  the  proceeds  of  foreign  bills,  was  consider- 
ed as  effected  on  the  81st  December,  1792,  though  there 
was  not  power  to  consummate  the  payment  till  some 
months  after.  Hence,  it  becomes  regular,  that  each  suc- 
ceeding instalment  should  be  paid  on  the  last  of  Decem- 
ber of  each  year.  The  provisional  measure,  thus  adopted, 
was  the  only  expedient  in  the  power  of  the  Treasury  to 
reconcile,  as  far  as  practicable,  considerations  relative  to 
the  public  interest  and  credit,  with  legality  of  procedure. 
Neither  the  sum  in  deposite,  on  the  one  hand,  nor  the 
instalment  payable  to  the  Banl^  on  the  other,  is  brought 
into  the  probable  state  of  cash  lately  presented  to  the 
House  of  Representatives ;  because  they  balance  each 
other  and  leave  the  result  the  same. 

"  There  are  no  existing  sources  from  which  moneys 
can  come  into  the  Bank  on  account  of  the  United  States, 


except  from  the  proceeds  of  the  revenue,  which,  u  fis 
OS  known,  are  comprised  in  the  statement  before  tl 
House  of  Representatives.    So  that  there  is  no  res&nn 
but  a  loon  which  can  supply  the  deficit  of  receipt  iot 
course  of  the  present  ana  succeeding  qoarteni.cqaip 
with  the  expenditure ;  without  one,  a  failore  io 
public  payments  is  inevitabla 

**  If  what  has  been  said  should  not  five  the  C^ 
mittee  the  light  they  desire,  it  is  imagined  that  per»» 
explanations  would  lead  more  fully  to  their  oliject  tbi 
the  course  of  Fritteo  interrogatories  and  answers,  vht 
can  only  partially  embrace  the  subject,  and  may  pr» 
crastinate  a  right  understanding  of  it 

*'  I  am,  sir,  with  esteem  and  regard,  &e^ 

"ALEX  HAMILTOX. 

"  Thxooorb  Sedgwick,  Esq., 

"  Chairman  of  the  Committee^* 

After  reading  this  Letter,  Mr.  S.  observed,  thi 
the  business  as  transacted,  in  the  manner  stata 
in  the  Secretary's  Letter,  was  the  most  bene6cu 
possible  for  the  United  States,  because  it  pre 
vented  any  money,  at  any  time  collected  for  tli 
public,  lying  beyond  the  reach  of  the  GovcrDmen 
and  useless.  He  further  observed,  that  gentlemei 
would  remember  that  it  was  necessarr,  not  odI 
to  provide  for  a  deficiency  which  might  exist  s 
the  end  of  the  current  quarter,  but  also  for  thi 
next  succeeding.  That,  to  enable  the  select  com 
mittee  to  discharge  the  duty  which  they  owed  t 
the  House  in  this  respect,  it  had  been  thought  ex 
pedient  to  call  on  the  Secretary.  This  thej  M 
accordinglj^  done ;  and  had  extended  their  inqnin 
to  that  period  to  fulfil  the  object  of  their  oommis 
sion.  That  the  estimate  resulting  in  their  rep<flj 
was  formed  of  the  best  materials  they  oould  col 
lect.  He  said  that,  in  several  particulars,  it  wj 
probable  that  the  estimate  might  not  be  justifiej 
by  events.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  remembered 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Leg^latnre  to  put  tu 
preservation  of  the  public  credit  almost  beyooj 
the  reach  of  the  possibility  of  being  injured.  ' 

The  first  article,  he  mentioned,  was  the  defid 
which  would  exist  on  the  first  of  April,  amoanting 
as  clearly  reported  to  the  House,  to  $621,394  18- 
1,000,000  florins  were  to  be  paid  in  Holland  by  thI 
first  of  July.  The  committee  had  agreed  to  esti 
mate  this  at  $400,000,  thonj^,  according  to  thj 
present  rate  of  excbange,  it  woold  amonnt  t{ 
about  $40,000  more.  Gentlemen  woold  undoub^ 
edly  perceive  that  it  was  for  the  public  intere^ 
that  this  object  should  be  provided  for  as  eaily  d 
possible,  that  advantage  might  Inb  taken  of  the  oo 
cnrring  circumstances,  so  as  to  conduct  the  bud 
ness  most  profiti^bly  for  the  United  States.  On{ 
quarter  of  the  interest  of  the  Public  Debt  wsj 
$700,000 ;  one  quarter  of  the  Civil  List  was  esti 
mated  at  $50,000.  This  he  said  would  amount  t^ 
somewhat  more,  owing  to  the  increase  of  th^ 
number  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature.  Th< 
remaining  item  mentioned  by  him  was  the  Armj 
expenditurss,  estimated  at  |i375,000.  This  item 
he  observed,  might  vary  more  from  the  estimate 
than  any  of  the  preceding.  It  might  rise  consider 
ably  above  it,  it  might  fall  considerably  below 
The  conjecture  would,  however,  be  found  probably 
not  fsur  from  the  truth.     The  aggregate  of  thesi 
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reral  items  amounted  to  $2,146,294  18.  To 
tisfj  this  sum,  it  appeared,  by  returns  in  the  Se- 
etirj's  office,  that  there  would  fall  due  of  duties 
I  imports  and  tonnage,  in  the  months  of  April, 
ij,  and  June,  and  of  course  in  season  to  meet 
e  demands  which  may  be  made  on  the  first  of 
ilr,  $448,802  22.  There  will  also  be  recei?ed, 
the  same  period,  one  quarter  of  the  annual  du- 
s  OD  distilled  spirits,  amounting  by  estimate  to 
00,000 ;  whichy  added  to  the  returned  amount 
the  duties  as  before  stated,  of  $448,802  22, 
ikes  an  aggr^ate  of  $o48,802  22.  This  sum, 
ducted  from  the  aggregate  of  the  estimated  de- 
inds  which  may  become  necessary  to  be  dis- 
arged,  being  as  before  stated  $2,146,294  18, 
)uld  leave  a  balance  to  be  provided  for  by  loan  of 
,597,491  96. 

He  observed,  however,  that  there  were  two  con- 
derations  which  would  considerably  lessen  this 
ilance.  These  were,  first,  that  there  was  a  defi- 
encj  of  returns  of  bonded  duties ;  and,  second, 
le  RTenue  of  the  present  year,  arising  from  im- 
)rta  and  tonnage,  which  would  be  in  fact  received 
«Tioas  to  the  first  day  of  July.  These  two  arti- 
es  the  Secretary  had  estimated  at  $600,000  ;  this 
I  bad  founded  on  his  experience  on  this  subject, 
be  committee  had  thought  their  report  might 
salt  in  round  numbers,  departing  somewhat  from 
»  Secretary's  estimate,  by  reducing  the  $600,000 
» 1-597,491  96,  leaving,  according  to  their  report, 
balance  of  $1,000,000  to  be  provided  for  by  loan. 
Mr.  S.,  said,  it  was  true  that  all  the  demands  on 
le  Treasury  might  not  be  made  at  the  precise 
loment  they  became  due.  It  was,  indeed,  pro- 
able  that  the  money  due  to  foreign  officers  in 
articular  might  not ;  but  he  repeated  that  it  was 
lie  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  put  the  public  credit 
erond  the  reach  of  injury ;  and  that,  by  the  re- 
«rt  of  the  select  committee,  the  authority  to  bor- 
Dw  was  only  to  exist  in  the  case  of  necessity. 
Hr.  GaBs  said,  the  Chairman  of  the  select  com- 
Dittee  had  made  a  fair  and  comprehensive  states 
Mnt  of  the  conduct  of  the  committee,  as  far  as  he 
ad  gone ;  there  were,  however,  some  facts  which 
^  had  omitted,  that  he  thought  should  be  commu- 
nicated. He  said  that  in  the  course  of  the  com- 
mittee's investigation,  it  had  appeared  that  the 
contract  contemplated  by  the  act  for  incorporating 
the  Bank,  had  been  dated  either  in  June  or  July. 
« had,  however,  been  agreed  that  it  should  have 
a  retrospective  effect,  so  aa  to  interest  the  United 
States  in  the  Bank  from  the  commencement  of  its 
operationa  He  thought  it  also  his  duty  to  state 
to  the  committee,  though  not  in  opposition  to  the 
Rport,  that  it  had  been  made  a  question  whether 
the  payment  of  the  instalments  due  to  the  Bank 
^  the  United  States  should  be  considered  as 
ailing  due  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of 
^operations,  or  at  the  time  of  executing  the  con- 
^  That  this  question  had  been  referred  to  the 
Attorney  General,  who  had  given  an  opinion  in 
a'OT  of  the  latter  period.  That  the  Secretary, 
notwithstanding,  had,  in  opposition  to  this  opinion, 
^'JJ^e  the  first  payment  m  December,  very  near 
the  time  when  the  Bank  commenced  its  opera- 
tions, instead  of  June  or  July  when  the  contract 


was  executed.  Mr.  G.  said  he  merely  stated  these 
facts,  believing  the  committee  should  be  acquainted 
with  them. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  the  fiicts  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Qiliss]  had  ap- 
peared during  the  investigation  of  the  committee, 
and  were  truly  stated.  That  he  himself  should 
have  mentioned  them,  had  he  supposed  they  could 
have  any  influence  in  determining  the  question 
under  consideration.  That,  when  this  question 
was  decided,  he  would  bring  forward  a  motion  by 
which  the  House  should  be  officially  possessed  of 
a  knowledge  of  those  facts.  At  present,  he  would 
only  observe  to  the  committee,  that  it  was  true  the 
contract  between  the  Secretai^  and  the  Bank,  in 
pursuance  of  the  legal  provision,  was  executed 
in  June  or  Julv;  that  it  was,  by  the  contract, 
agreed  that  it  should  have  a  retrospective  opera- 
tion to  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  ne- 
gotiations of  the  Bank.  It  ought,  however,  to  be 
noticed,  that  by  this  means  the  United  States 
were  obliged  to  pay  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  on 
the  amount  of  their  subscription  for  the  time  pre- 
ceding the  date  of  the  contract,  but  they  were  for 
the  same  time  interested  in  the  profits  of  the  Bank, 
which,  amounting  to  considerably  more  than  six 
per  cent,  the  difference  was  a  clear  balance  in 
favor  of  the  public.  It  was  also  to  be  observed 
that,  by  paying  the  instalments  in  December,  in- 
stead of  June  or  July,  a  debt  due  from  the  Go- 
vernment, bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  was 
exchanged  for  one  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent,  so  that  in  both  the  instances  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman,  there  was  a  clear  and  manifest  saving 
to  the  United  States. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee  was  agreed 
to  and  adopted  by  the  House,  and  Mr.  Sedgwick, 
Mr.  Giles,  and  Mr.  Dearborn,  were  directed  to 
report  a  bill  conformably  thereto. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  then  moved  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  furnish  the  House 
with  a  copy  of  the  contract  made  in  pursuance  of 
the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  for  incorporating 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
also,  a  copy  of  any  opinion  which  may  have  been 
given  by  the  Attorney  General,  relative  to  a  con- 
struction of  the  contract ;  and  that  he  inform  the 
House  of  any  provisional  measures  which  may 
have  been  taken  to  discharge  the  second  instal- 
ment, due  on  the  said  loan.  This  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

He  next  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  providing  for  the 
second  instalment,  due  on  a  loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  This  motion  was  also 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
SfiDGWicK,  Mr.  W.  SxiTH,  and  Mr.  Cadwalader, 
accordingly  appointed. 


Monday,  March  8. 

A  petition  of  the  merchants,  manufacturers  of 
iron,  and  ship-builders,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  its  vicinity,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  so  much  of  the  impost  laws  of  the 
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United  States  as  imposes  a  dutj  on  the  importation 
of  bar  iron,  maj  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  Hr. 
Samuel  SMrrH,  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  and  Mr.  Sroowick, 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Sbdqwick,  from  the  committee,  presented  a 
bill  authorising  a  loan  of  one  million  of  dollars ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  fVom  the  Pkebi- 
DENT  OP  TUB  UNITED  States,  of  the  7th  daj  of  Jan- 
uary last,  respecting  the  appointment  of  an  officer 
for  the  receiving,  safe-keeping,  and  distributing  of 
public  supplies,  under  the  direction  of  the  War  De- 
partment, be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Thursday  next 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  JSbuJte  of  JtepreMentaHtfee : 

I  transmit  to  you  an  extract  from  a  Letter  of  Mr. 
Short,  relative  to  our  affairs  with  Spain,  and  copies  of 
two  Letters  from  our  Minister  at  Lisbon,  with  their  en- 
closures, contaiaing  intelligence  from  Algiers;  the 
whole  of  these  communication*  are  made  in  confidence, 
except  the  passage  in  Mr.  Short^s  Letter  which  respects 
the  Spanish  convoy. 

O.  WASHINGTOIf. 

Unitkd  States,  March  3,  1794. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Report  was  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  sundry  petitions  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  him.  The  letter  enclosing  this  report 
suggests  to  the  House,  whether  it  would  not  be 
expedient  to  place  the  business  of  reporting  on 
petitions  in  some  other  channel,  as  the  pressure  of 
his  official  duties,  in  addition  to  the  extra  buKiness 
of  the  inquiry  into  the  Treasury  Department,  will 
not  permit  him  to  pay  that  seasonable  and  prompt 
attention  to  these  petitions  which  the  parties  ex- 
pect, and  have  just  claim  to. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
second  instalment  due  on  a  loan  made  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  agreed  to  by  this 
Hou»e  on  the  second  of  January  last,  "for  appro- 
priating a  sum  of  money,  in  addition  to  the  provi- 
sion heretofore  made  to  defray'  any  expense  which 
may  be  incurred  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  be 
committed  to  Mr.  William  Smitd.  Mr.  Ames,  and 
Mr.  New,  with  instruction  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  bill  or  bills  pursuant  thereto. 

R'eohed,  That  the  President  op  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  statement  of  the  gross  sum  of  money  which 
has  been  advanced  by  the  United  States,  in  making 


presents  to  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  since 
the  treaty  made  at  New  York ;  also,  all  expenns 
incurred,  and  sums  of  money  expended,  in  making 
the  said  treaty. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carnes  and  Mr.  Maook  be  i 
committee  to  wait  on  the  PmsiDimr,  with  the  foie- 
going  resolution. 

The  Hou<$e  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Pl^ 
sident  of  the  United  States,  of  the  dOth  id* 
timo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Go* 
vernor  of  North  Carolina,  covering  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  that  State ;  as  also,  the  ped- 
tions  of  Thomas  Person  and  others,  proprietors  of 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  South 
of  the  river  Ohio,  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Uni* 
versity  of  North  Carolina;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

Tuesday,  March  4. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  k>an  ol 
one  million  of  dollars ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  and  report  to  the  House  an 
estimate  of  the  expense  that  will  be  requisite  to 
place  the  principal  seaports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States  in  a  state  of  defence ;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  roee,  and  re- 
ported  progress. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  resolution  sent  firom  the 
Senate,  **  proposing  an  article  of  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the 
Judicial  power  ;**  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported,  that  the  Committee  had 
had  the  said  resolution  under  consideratioD,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  seconded,  to 
amend  the  said  proposed  article  of  amendment,  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof,  the 
words  following,  to  wit :  **  Where  such  State  shall 
have  previously  made  provision  in  their  own  Courts, 
whereby  such  suit  may  be  prosecuted  to  effect  ;*' 
and,  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the 
negative — yeas  S,  nays  77,  as  follows : 

Tbas. — John  Beatty.  Elias  Boodioot^  Daniel  Heitter, 
William  HintJman,  Henrv  Latimer,  Andrew  Pickeii9» 
Thoma.«t  Scott,  and  Silas  talbot. 

NxYii. — Fibber  Ames.  Theodorut  Bailey,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Sheaijaehub  Bourne,  Ben- 
jiimiu  Bdurne,  Thomas  P.  Carnes,  Gabriel  Christie, 
ThomaR  Claiborne.  David  Oobli,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua 
Colt,  l!«aac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson.  Henrj  Dear- 
born, George  Dent,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitisi- 
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OM,  Dvtght  Falter,  Esekiel  Gilbert,  WilUam  & 
iiea^  Jam«s  OUlespie,  NichoUu  Gilmao,  Henry  Gleon, 
enjamin  Goodhae,  James  Gordon,  William  Barry 
mre,  Oeorge  Hancock,  Garter  B.  Harriaon,  Jumi 
ifith,  James  HiUbouse,  Samuel  HoUen,  John  Hunter, 
riiliim  Irvine,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
iaithev  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
naci9  Malbone,  Joseph  M'Duwell,  Alexander  Me- 
me,  William  Montffomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muh- 
nburg.  William  Yana  Murray,  Joseph  Neville,  An- 
Ktoj  New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John 
i^e,  Jnstah  Parker,  Fraods  Preston,  Robert  Ruther- 
fO,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  &  Sherburne,  John 
nilte,  Jefemiah  Smith,  Israel  Sn^ith,  Samuel  Smith, 
bumas  Sprigg,  Zephaoiah  Swift,  George  Thatcher, 
rial)  Tracy,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Jonathfui  TrumbolC 
iho  E.  Van  AUen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van 
•ubeck,  Abraham  Venable,  Pele^  Wadsworth,  Fran- 
8  Walker,  John  Watts,  Benjamin  Williams,  Paine 
riogate,  Richard  Wmn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate,  containing  the  said 
roposed  article  of  amendment,  was  then  read  the 
kird  time,  as  follows : 

"Raolted,  by  the  SenaU  and  ffatm  of  lUmreteni^ 
Hset  of  the  united  Statet  of  AnurieOf  in  Uongreae 
ueaibl^  two-thirdM  of  both  I[ou§es  coneurring.  That 
he  following  article  be  propoted  to  the  Legislatures  of 
le  several  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Onstitu- 
iun  of  the  United  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  three- 
nrths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part 
(the  said  Oonstitution,  via. : 

"  Ihe  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
e  construed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity 
ommenced  or  prosecuted  against  any  of  the  United 
Ute«  by  citiseDs  of  another  State,  or  by  dtiiens  or 
objects  of  any  fiireign  State  :** 

And  on  the  question  that  this  House  doth  Con- 
or with  the  Senate  in  the  swd  proposed  article  of 
mendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
:  wss  resolved  in  the  affirmatiTe— yeas  81,  nays  9, 
I  follows : 

Yeas.— Fisher  Ames,  Theodoms  Bailey,  Abraham 
hldvin,  Thomas  Blount,  Sheariashub  Bourne,  Benja* 
m\  Boaroe,  Lambert  Oadwalader,  Thomas  P.  Cames, 
rabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  David  Cobb,  Peleg 
coffin,  JcMhua  Coit.  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson, 
ieory  Dearborn,  George  Dent^  Samuel  Dexter,  Wil- 
iam  rmdlev,  Dwight  ^ster,  Esekiel  Gilbert.  William 
^  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Henry 
}Wno,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  William 
^ry  Qrove,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  John  Heath,  Daniel 
leister,  James  Hillhouae,  Samuel  Holten,  John  Hun- 
er,  William  Irvine,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned, 
Uchard  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lvman, 
i^atJiaoiel  Macon,  James  BCadisoo,  Francis  Malbone, 
foceph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Mont- 
^Mserv,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William 
^aju  Murray,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Ni- 
^las.  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
brands  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford,  Theodore  Sedg- 
'ick,  John  S.  Sherburne.  John  Smilie,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Unci  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Thomas 
Spngi(,  Zephaniah  Swift,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tra- 
^v,  I'homas  Tredwell,  Jonatlian  Trumbull,  John  £. 
^an  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck, 
IWraham  Venable,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Francis  Walker, 
N'bo  Watts,  Benjamin  Williams,  Paine  Wingate, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winstoa 


Nays  -^ohn  Beatty,  Elias  Bondinot,  Thomas  Fits- 
simons,  George  Hancock,  William  Hindman,  Andrew 
Pickens,  Thomas  Scott,  Silas  Talbot,  and  Artemas 
Ward. 

ESTIMATE  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  again  resohred  itself  Snto  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
0^  the  Treasury  of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  appro« 
priated  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chuirman  reported  that  the 
committee  had  again  had  the  said  report  under 
consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon  ; 
which  he  deliyered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows  : 

Reiol/ved^  That,  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Establishment  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  there 
be  appropriated  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  one 
million  four  hundred  and  fifty  seven  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and  one  cent ;  that 
is  to  say : 

For  the  pay  of  the  Legion  of  the 
United  States    - 

For  subsistence     - 

For  forage 

For  clothing 

For  equipments  for  the  cavalry 

For  horses  for  the  cavalry 

For  bounty  r 

tor  the  Hospital  Department 

For  the  Ordnance  Department 

For  repairs  and  articles  directed 
to  be  made  and  purchased  by 
the  President  or  the  United 
States  -  -  -  - 

For  defensive  protection  of  the 
fix)ntier8  -  -  - 

For  the  Indian  Department 

For  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment    -  -  -  - 

For  contingencies  of  the  War  De- 
partment ... 

And  for  Invalid  Pensions 


$803,684  00 

812,567  76 

81,632  00 

112,000  00 

7,314  05 

16,000  00 

6,000  00 

20,000  00 

6,716  82 


202,788  84 

180,000  00 
60,000  00 

160,000  00 


80,000  00 
80,289  55 


$1,467,936  01 


Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  Bouni- 
NOT,  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  Mr.  Gillespie,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 


Wednesday,  March  5. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  loan  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  was  read  the  third  time. 

Ruohed^  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that  the 
title  be,  '*  An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  one  million 
of  dollars." 

A  petition  of  the  manufacturers  of  hats,  in  the 
towns  of  Fredericksburg,  and  Falmouth  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  an  additional  duty  may  be  imposed 
upon  the  importation  of  hats  from  foreign  coun- 
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tries ;  aitd  that  such  duties  may  be  laid  on  the  ex- 
portation of  beaver  and  other  furs  from  the  United 
States,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  encourage  and  pro- 
tect domestic  manufactures.  Also,  the  several 
petitions  of  the  manufacturers  of  hats  in  the  States 
of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  to  the 
same  effect 

Orderedy  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Coit,  Mr.  Hindkan,  Mr.  Dex- 
ter, Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Datton,  and  Mr.  Page  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Dearborn,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  report  on  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  light- 
house  on  the  island  of  Seguin,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Rennebeck,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Resolvedf  That  it  is  expedient  for  tHe  United 
States  to  establish  a  light-house  on  the  island  of 
Seguin,  near  the  entrance  of  the  river  Rennebeck, 
in  the  District  of  Maine. 

Order edy  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Dear- 
born, Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  and  Mr.  Tract,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMONs,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  provide  a  naval  armament; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whol6 
on  the  report  relative  to  placing  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States  in  a  posture  of  defence- 
Mr.  BouDiNOT  in  the  Chair. 

The  report  was  read.  It  states  that  the  following 
ports  and  harbors  ought  to  be  put  in  a  state  of  de- 
fence, to  wit :  Portland,  in  Maine ;  Portsmouth,  in 
New  Hampshire;  Cape  Ann,  Salem,  Marblehead, 
Boston,  in  Massachusetts ;  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
New  London,  Connecticut;  New  York;  Phila- 
delphia; Baltimore;  Norfolk;  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina;  Ocracock  Inlet,  Charleston,  South 
Carolina;  Savannah,  Georgia.  The  fortifica- 
tions to  be  of  a  nature  to  defend  the  several 
ports  and  harbors  against  surprise  by  naval  arma- 
ments; that  the  several  places  to  be  fortified  be 
garrisoned  by  troops  in  the  pay  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

From  the  estimates  it  appears  that  the  sums  ne- 
cessary to  erect  the  fortifications 
amount  to  -  -  -     $76,058  25 

That  two  hundred  cannon  will  be 
necessary,  which,  with  their  car- 
riages, &c.,  amount  to       -  -       96,645  00 

$172,698  25 

The  annual  expenses  of  the  troops  necessary  to 
garrison  the  several  fortifications,  including  pay, 
subsistence,  &c.,  $90,849  25. 

The  committee  state  that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
security  of  the  United  States  renders  it  necessary 
to  provide  the  cannon,  whether  the  fortifications 
should  be  erected  or  not    The  report  goes  on  to 


state  the  expense  which  would  probably  be  incQTred 
at  the  several  places  mentioned ;  the  aggregate  o| 
which  is  as  above  stated. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS,  who  was  on  the  select  commit] 
tee,  observed  that  it  must  appear  to  the  Committej 
of  the  Whole,  that  the  report  was  substantiallj  \ 
recommendatory  measure,  the  carrying  of  whi 
into  execution  must  eventually  depend  on  rarioi 
circumstances ;  all  that  Congress  can  do,  he  add 
was  to  vote  a  sum  of  money  ;  and  leave  the  exi 
cution  of  the  plan  to  the  discretion  of  the  Fiti 
DINT  OF  THE  UNITED  SxATBa,  to  be  Completed 
such  manner  as  he  may  find  expedient  The  C 
mittee  went  through  the  report ;  some  alteratioi 
were  made  by  increasing  the  number  of  places 
be  fortified,  and  diminishing  the  number  ofamni 
in  others,  so  that  the  aggregate  of  the  expense 
mains  the  same. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMONs  then  moved  sundry  resolutioi 
for  carrying  the  report  into  effect;  these  vrei 
severally  put  and  agreed  to ;  as  follows : 

''Besohed,  That  the  President  of  the  Unite 
States  be  authorized  to  cause  such  of  the  ports  an 
harbors  of  the  United  States  to  be  put  into  a  stat 
of  defence,  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  and  that 

sum,  not  exceeding dollars,  be  provided  k 

that  purpose. 

"  ReBohedy  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  £^ 
procuring  one  hundred  cannon  of  thirty-six  pouiuj 
ers,  and  one  hundred  of  twenty- four  pounden 
with  carriages  and  implements  for  the  same. 

**  That  carriages  and  implements  for  one  handre 
and  fifty  cannon,  with  five  hundred  and  sixt; 
tons  of  cannon  shot,  ought  to  be  procured,  m 
that  a  sum  not  exceeding  '  be  provided  for  th 
purpose  aforesaid. 

''Resoltedy  That  the  President  of  the  Uni 
States  be  authorized  to  employ  such  part  of  t! 
troops,  on  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uoit< 
States,  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  in  any  of  th| 
fortifications  which  may  be  erected  for  the  d« 
'fence  of  any  of  the  ports  or  harbors  of  the  Unilei 
States." 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  Cfaairmil 
reported  the  amendments  and  resolutions  to  th| 
House. 

The  amendments  were  to  insert  Penobscot,  M* 
chias,  Newburyport,  Annapolis,  and  Georgetowi^ 
South  Carolina,  as  places  to  be  fortified;  tbj 
several  amendments  and  resolutions  were  adopted 
by  the  House.    And  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  parj 
suant  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Fit» 
SIMONS,  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Wadsworti^ 
Mr.  Forrest,  Mr.  Malbone,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mri 
Parker,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Winn,  Mr.  Gilmas,  Mr 
Watts,  Mr.  Ore,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Israel  Sum. 
Mr.  Latimer,  and  Mr.  Dayton,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  following  Message  was  received  froni  thfl 
PREsmENT  or  the  United  States  : 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  RepreeentcUiveM : 
The  Secretary  of  State  having  reported  to  me  apon 
the  several  complainta  which  Imve  been  lodged  in  m» 
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offioB  agaimt  the  yezatioiM  and  tpoIUtionft  od  our  com- 
Drrce  aiooe  the  eommenoement  of  the  European  war, 
I  tnAsmit  to  joa  a  copy  of  hid  statement,  together  with 
tlie  documeoU  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
.    UiOTEO  STATS9,i/<ireA  5,  1794. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Sam ubl  Smithj  Mr. 
Nicholas,  Mr.  SfiOGveiGK,  Mr.  Benjamih  Boubhe, 
and  Mr.  Hbisteii  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
tliereapon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMoaB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  so  mueh  of  the  Speech  of  tlie  Pbe- 
siDEUT  or  THE  Uhiteo  States  as  respects  arms 
ind  military  stores,  magazines  and  arsenals,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Priduy  next. 

Mr.  WiLUAM  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  making  further  provision 
for  the  expenses  attending  the  intercourse  of  the 
United  Suites  with  foreign  nations;  which  was 
lead  twire  and  committed. 

Mr.  Swift,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Josiah  Witter,  made  a  re- 
port: which  was  read:  Whereupon, 

HeioUfd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direct- 
ed to  make  a  report  of  the  cases  of  all  claimants 
ti  be  placed  on  the  pension  Jint  of  the  United 
Sutes  who  hAve  obtained  certificates  from  the 
Ci\«ait  Courts,  signed  as  Commishioners,  or  from 
the  DUtrict  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Maine,  for  the 
^Qrpo^e  that  Congress  may  place  on  the  pension 
ii'it  inoie  cLiimants  whose  cases  come  clearly  within 
the  dejjcription  of  law. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
preMfnted  a  bill  to  aathorize  Ephraim  Kimberly  to 
locate  the  land  warrant  issued  to  him  for  services  in 
liie  Ute  American  army ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
eaoioilted. 


Thursdat,  March  6. 

A  petition  of  John  Jordan  and  Thomas  Knight, 
of  tiie  city  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  the 
HaQi«  and  read,  praying  that  they  may  receive  the 
pn^ptirtiun  of  prize  money  due  to  them  as  marines 
00  Doardthe  Continental  ship  Bon  Homme  Richard, 
Kiiier  the  command  of  Captain  John  Paul  Jones, 
dnnn?  the  late  war. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
tH«  Secreury  of  War,  with  instructions  to  examine 
tie  Name,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  of  the  town  of  I 
AikiiouFe,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  whose  names 
^  thereunto  subscribed  was  presented  to  the 
non^  and  read,  praying  that  a  Naval  force  may  be 
[Tuvidcd  adequate  to  Sie  protection  of  the  cem- 
OiTCe  of  the  United  States  against  the  Algerine 

OnUred,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
«>  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  is 
cuiomitted  the  bill  to  provide  a  Naval  armamehU 

A  p^iition  of  Bradley  and  Mix,  of  New  Haven, 

OD  COK.— 16 


in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  an  additional  duty 
may  be  laid  on  the  importation  of  metal  buttons 
from  foreign  countries,  or  such  encouragement 
given  to  the  'manufacture  of  the  said  article  within 
the  United  States  as  to  tlie  wisdom  of  Congress 
shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Coit,  Mr.  Hindman,  Mr.  Dexter, 
Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Dayton,  and  Mr.  Page;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  BoxTDiNOT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Military  Sstublishment  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  transferring,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  jurisdiction  of  suits  and  offences  from  the 
Di:itrict  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  assigning  certain  duties  in  respect  to  Invalid 
Pensions,  to  the  Attorney  of  the  said  District; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  providing  for  de- 
stroying certificates  of  certain  descriptions,  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  bad  had  the  siiid  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  from  the  committee  appoin- 
ted, presented  a  bill  allowing  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Tousard  an  equivalent  for  his  pension  for  life; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  expenses  attending  the  intercourse 
of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto;  which  he  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendment, 
do  lie  on  the  tuble. 

Mr.  Watts,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Stephen  Paranque,  made  a 
report;  which  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Besolted,  That  the  said  Stephen  Paranque  be 
permitted  to  nnlade  his  ciirgo  in  the  port  of  New 
Vork,  on  giving  bond  and  security  for  the  duties 
thereof  to  the  Collector  of  the  said  port  of  New 
York,  on  the  usual  credit  of  six,  nine,  and  twelve 
months,  to  be  computed  from  the  time  of  un» 
loading. 

OrtUred,  That  a  bill  be  brought  In,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Watts,  Mr. 
Heath,  and  Mr.  Caenes,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
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eommittee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  auch 
Standing  Rules  and  Orders  of  proceeding  as  may 
be  proper  to  be  observed  in  this  Hoose ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  progress. 

SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  cari7ing  on  the  slave 
trade  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States — Mr. 
BouDiHOT  in  the  Chair. 

The  two  first  sections  of  the  bill  were  aerreed 
to,  with  one  alteration  moved  by  Mr.  Trumbull, 
which  was  to  give  the  District  Court  as  well  as  the 
Circuit  Courts  cognizance  of  the  offence. 

The  third  section,  which  relates  to  the  penalty, 
d&c,  it  was  moved  should  be  struck  out.  This 
motion  waa  negatived.  It  was  then  moved  to  in- 
sert the  word  foreign  before  **  ship  or  vessel  ;*' 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  proceeded  through  the  bill, 
which  was  reported  to  the  House  with  sundry 
amendments ;  these  were  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


Fbidat,  March  7. 

"'An  engrossed  bill  to  prohibit  the  carrying  on 
the  slave  trade  from  the  United  States  to  any 
foreign  place  or  iconntry,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  destroyed  cer- 
tificates of  certain  descriptions,  waa  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vemment  for  tne  year  1794,''  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  &nate  have  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part,  jointly,  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be 
done  by  Congress  in  the  present  session,  and  what 
part  of  the  business  now  depending  mav  be,  with- 
out great  inconvenience,  postponed  until  the  next 
session,  that  the  proceedings  may  be  so  regulated 
as  to  close  this  session  by  the  first  Monday  in  April 
next 

NAVAL  ARMAMENT. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  Naval  armament— 
Bfr.  BoimiiioT  in  the  Chair. 

In  the  first  section  Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike 
out  20  guns,  and  to  insert  36 ;  which  makes  the 
force  proposed,  four  ships  of  44  guns,  and  two  of 
36  guns  each.  The  Committee  proceeded  through 
the  several  sections  of  the  bill,  and  made  sundry 
amendments  in  respect  to  officers,  rations,  &c, 

Mr.  B.  BouRRB  observed,  that  the  force  con- 
templated would  afford  no  protection  to  the  com- 


merce of  the  United  Statea,  for  the  present  teisoib 
as  it  would  require  several  months  to  buld  tnd 
equip  the  ships.  He  therefore  moved  to  add  another 
section,  the  object  of  which  was  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  proride  a 
temporary  protection,  until  the  ships  proposed  bf 
the  bill  shall  be  r^ndy. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMORs  said,  the  bill  did  not  reatriet  the 
President  to  ships  to  be  built ;  he  may  use  Lis 
discretion  in  procuring  the  requisite  force. 
The  motion,  after  some  derate,  waa  uegativei 
Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  aoeiid- 
ments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 

Monday,  March  10. 

The  memorials  of  sundry  merchants,  mariiien» 
tradesmen,  and  other  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  and  the  towna  of  Norfolk  and  Portsnioutii, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  whose  names  are  there- 
unto  subscribed,  were  presented  to  the  House  aod 
read,  respectively  praying  that  a  law  may  pass 
imposing  further  restrictions  and  higher  duties  od 
the  importation  of  articles  of  the  growth  or  muo- 
facture  of  such  foreign  Kingdoms  or  countries  as 
have  not  entered  into  a  Commercial  Treaty  with 
the  United  States. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  Uie  lUport 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  re- 
strictions on  the  commerce  of  the  United  State:^  io 
foreign  countries. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  a  state- 
ment of  the  gross  sum  of  money  which  was  ex- 
pended in  the  year  1790,  in  making  the  Treatj 
with  the  Creek  Indians  at  New  York;  and, also, 
of  the  amount  of  presents  made  to  the  Creek  and 
Cherokee  Nations,  since  the  said  Treaty,  parsa- 
ant  to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  3d  in- 
stant ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government,  for  the  year  1794;"  and  the  same 
being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  certain 
ports  and  harbors  in  the  United  States ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  Houae  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolotion 
of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  instant,  for  the  appoint, 
ment  of  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses  to 
consider  and  report  what  business  is  necessary  to 
be  done  by  Congress  in  the  present  session,  and 
what  part  of  the  business  now  depending  may  be, 
without  great  inconvenience,  postponed  until  the 
next  session,  that  the  proceedings  may  be  so  regu- 
lated as  to  close  this  session  by  the  first  Monday  in 
April  next     Whereupon, 

Reeohed,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the  said 
resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  MuEEAT,aDd 
Mr.  Ritteba,  be  appointed  a  committee  on  the  part 
of  this  House. 
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NATIONAL  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  this  day  nve  notice,  that  on  Wed- 
oeWay  next  he  ehonld  Buomit  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Legifllature  certain  reaolations,  Uie  object  of 
vhicb  would  be  the  means  of  defence  required  by 
oor  present  situation,  and  the  funds  which  mi^ht  be 
reqaired  to  defray  the  expense.  This  notice  was 
iotroduced  by  Mr.  S.  with  the  following  previoas 
observations : 

He  said  he  bad  heretofore  done  himself  the 
honor  to  declare  to  the  House,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
it  W&9  tlie  duty  of  the  Legislature,  as  the  guardi- 
KiA  of  the  pablic  safety,  at  a  time  when  £urope 
was  convulsed,  and  this  country  suffering  many 
injuries,  to  provide  for  its  defence,  and,  as  events 
might  happen,  to  avenge  its  injuries.  That  the 
preaervation  of  peace,  an  object  so  necessary  to 
oor  political  and  individual  happiness,  might  ma- 
terially depend  on  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of 
the  Legislature  in  this  respect  That  he  had  hoped 
and  expected  some  plan  for  these  important  pur- 
poses would,  before  this  time,  have  been  presented 
(0  Congress ;  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  un- 
pardonable to  leave  our  country  in  this  naked  and 
expOMd  situation,  during  the  approaching  recess ; 
that  it  ought  no  longer  to  remain  uncertain  whe- 
ther the  property  and  best  interests  of  our  citizens 
vere  to  remain  in  a  situation  to  be  insulted  and 
injured  with  impunity.  He  said  he  should  fbrbear 
to  give  even  the  outlines  of  the  system  which  his 
owQ  mind  had  embraced,  because  he  should  aU 
ways  be  willing  to  prefer  any  other  more  compe- 
tent to  the  end.  His  only  object  at  present  was,  to 
call  the  reflections  of  gentlemen  to  this  important 
&abject. 

NAVAL  ARMAMENT. 

The  engrossed  bill  providing  a  naval  armament 
for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  a  third  time.     A  motion  was  made 
to  recomuiit  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 
This  motion    was  principally  supported    on    the 
ground  of  tlie  Select  Committee  having  deviated 
from  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
vhich  report  connected  the   ways  and  means  of 
defraying  tlie  expense  of  the  armament  with  the 
d«tails  of  the  armament,  whereas  the  bill  contains 
no  huch  estimate.    It  was  further  observed,  that 
no  injury  could  result  from  a  short  delay,  equal 
to  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  s.inctioning 
such  a  flagrant  deviation  on  the  part  of  the  Select 
Committee  from  the  established  rules  of  the  House : 
that  it  was  quite  a  new  thing  to  hurry  a  business 
of  such  magnitude  through  the  House. 

The  motion  to  recommjt  the  bill  was  negatived. 

In  opposition  to  the  motion,  it  was  ironically 
observed,  that  as  the  carrying  trade  and  the  trade 
to  the  Mediterranean  were  of  so  trifling  import- 
ance, it  was  really  surprising  that  the  business  of 
providing  a  protection  for  the  commerce  of  this 
country,  exposed  at  this  moment  to  the  depreda- 
tion of  the  Algerines,  should  be  hurried  with  so 
iDDcb  impetuosity  through  the  House!  Three 
inonths  have  already  elapsed,  the  greater  part  of 
vbich  this  subject  has  been  under  consideration ; 
to  steer  clear,  therefore,  of  impetuosity  in  con- 


ducting the  business,  three  months  more  ought  to 
be  suffered  to  pass  before  anything  is  done. 

With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, it  was  said  that,  in  the  first  diticussion  of  the 
subject,  the  report  was  objected  to  on  account  of 
the  ways  and  means  being  connected  with  it ;  to  re« 
move  this  objeetion,  the  bill  was  reported  in  the 
form  before  the  House. 

The  motion  being  put  for  recommitting,  it  passed 
in  the  negative,  48  to  41. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  blanks. 
In  the  course  of  filling  up  the  blanks,  the  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill  was  revived  on  old  and  new 
grounds.  The  first  were  on  account  of  its  incom- 
petency to  the  object,  considering  the  resources  of 
the  Algerines  and  the  superior  policy  of  having 
recourse  to  negotiation,  and  purchase  of  a  peace ; 
the  new  ground  was  derived  from  recent  confi- 
dential communications,  from  which  it  was  inferred, 
that  the  eligibility  of  the  mode  of  procuring  a  peace 
b^  purchase  was  greatly  strengthened.  From  this 
view  of  the  subject  a  transition  was  made  to  the 
subject  of  navies  generally,  in  which  the  bad  con- 
sequences connected  with  their  establishment  were 
demoted  in  animated  terms. 

The  blanks  were  all  filled ;  and  on  the  question 
Shall  the  bill  pass  ? 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that,  from  the  sense  of  the 
House  several  times  manifested  upon  this  subject, 
there  remained  no  doubt  but  that  the  bill  would  pass. 
In  that  event,  he  most  earnestly  hoped  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  measure  would,  at  least,  equal  the  expec- 
tations of  its  advocates.  Indeed,  he  hoped  that  their 
expectations  would  be  disappointed  and  exceeded  ; 
for  it  did  not  seem  to  him  that  even  they  were 
very  positive  as  to  its  full  competency  to  the  end 
proposed.  He  even  wished  that  every  ship  could 
be  furnished  with  the  cap  of  Fortunatus  and  the 
shield  of  Hercules;  for  he  was  persuaded  that,  in 
the  present  state  of  things,  some  magical  influence 
would  be  found  essential  to  enable  them  to  effect 
their  undertaking.  He  observed,  that,  at  present, 
the  wisdom  or  folly  of  the  proposed  measure  was 
mere  matter  of  opinion ;  but  the  passage  of  the 
bill  will  furnish  futurity  with  a  complete  experiment 
of  its  true  character. 

He  intended  to  offer  his  reasons  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  not  with  a  hope  of  making 
proselytes,  but  as  a  testimony  of  the  real  motivea 
which  influenced  his  opposition.  With  this  view, 
he  should  only  mention  some  of  the  general  im- 
pressions produced  on  his  mind  by  this  subject,  . 
without  fatiguing  the  House  with  minute  exem- 
plifications of  them. 

The  subject  had  presented  itself  to  him  in  two 
points  of  view — 1st,  as  affording  a  protection  to 
our  commerce  against  the  Algerine  depredations ; 
2d,  as  the  foundation  of  a  permanent  mival  estab- 
lishment 

He  could  not  help  premising  that,  in  the  course 
of  discussion,  the  advocates  of  the  bill  had  cen- 
sured its  opponents  with  a  want  of  disposition  for 
the  protection  of  commerce,  whilst  they  claimed 
a  monopoly  of  all  good  intention  towards  this  ob- 
ject   He  did  not  mean  to  derogate  from  the  good 
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intention  of  the  favorers  of  the  bill,  but  he  beliered 
its  opponents  possessed  as  pare  a  zeal  for  the  pro- 
tection  and  due  encouragement  of  commerce  as  its 
advocates.  It  is  not  a  question  whether  commence 
is,  or  is  not,  to  be  protected ;  but  whether  the  plan 
proposed  be  the  most  eflcctanl  and  the  least  excep- 
tiona\>1e  that  can  be  devised  for  that  purpose? 
The  difference  of  opinion  does  not  consist  in  the 
end  to  be  produced,  but  in  the  means  proposed  to 
effect  the  end. 

The  first  objection  he  should  make  to  the  bill 
would  be,  the  obvious  inadequacy  of  the  means 
contemplated  to  effect  the  end  proposed  by  them. 
The  object  proposed  is  an  effectual  resiMtance,  not 
only  to  the  whole  present  naval  force  of  Alters, 
but  to  their  whole  naval  ability.  The  bill  con- 
tains, in  itself,  essentially  a  declaration  of  war.^ 
Our  calculations,  therefore,  should  be  extended  to' 
the  utmoHt  limit  of  the  naval  ability  of  the  hostile 
nation.  The  means  to  be  employed  consist  of 
four  frigates  of  forty-four  guns  each  and  two  ships 
of  thirty-six  guns  each.  To  decide  with  proprie- 
ty upon  the  objection,  this  force  should  be  com- 
pared with  the  naval  ability  of  Algiers.  He  did 
not  mean  to  go  into  a  minute  history  of  Algiers. 
He  should  only  observe,  in  general,  that  it  was  a 
|K)pulous  country;  that  it  had  furnished  at  one 
time  one  hundred  thousand  fighting  men ;  that  its 
power  at  this  day  was  as  great  as  at  any  preceding 
period ;  that  they  were  a  warlike  people,  accu». 
tomed  to  naval  enterprises  and  desperate  in  naval 
engagements ;  that,  for  some  time  past,  they  had 
been  subsidized  for  peace  by  almost  every  Euro- 
pean nation.  He  could  not  help  concluding,  from 
these  circumstances,  that  the  naval  ability  of  the 
nation  either  was  or  might,  without  any  uncom- 
mon exertions,  be  rendered  superior  to  four  forty- 
four  gun  frigates  and  two  thirty-six  gun  ships,  the 
force  contemplated  by  the  bill,  and,  if  the  conclu- 
sions were  just,  the  bill  is  unwise. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  has  been  replied 
to  the  argument  of  the  ability  of  the  nation,  de- 
duced from  the  number  of  men  it  has  brought 
into  the  field,  that  the  naval  armament  was  not 
intended  to  attack  the  invincible  militia  of  Algiers. 
This  is  true,  but  it  is  no  refutation  of  the  argu- 
ment The  fact  exhibits  the  ability  of  the  nation 
upon  land,  and  the  inference  from  it  has  been, 
that,  if  Algiers  can  exert  such  an  ability  upon 
land,  by  changing  the  direction  of  her  ability,  she 
would  certainly  furnish  a  force  at  sea  greatly  su- 
perior to  the  armament  proposed.  The  hi.story  of 
her  former  naval  exertions  would  also  justify  this 
conclusion.  Providing  this  armament  would  na- 
turally turn  the  attention  of  Algiers  to  the  in- 
crease of  her  naval  strength ;  and  he  doubted  the 
policy  of  measures  which  would  produce  that  ef- 
fect, without  the  United  States  were  determined 
to  enter  into  ft  competition  for  naval  power  with 
the  nations  of  Europe.  Naval  exertions  have 
been  carried  to  such  excess  that  there  is  scarcely 
any  thing  which  furnishes  more  scope  for  com- 
parison. Several  nations,  possesMino;  a  much 
greater  naval  strength  than  ia  conternplatod  by 
this  bill,  he  believed,  were  at  war  with  Algiers  at 
this  moment,  yet  her  corsairs  swim  in  tlie  ocean, 


regardless  of  their  enemy,  and  hardly  recolieetiov 
that  they  are  in  a  state  of  war.  He  thought  it  qd- 
safe  to  calculate  upon  any  peculiar  invincibility  in 
the  armament  now  proposed,  and,  without  soch  a 
quality,  although  he  hoped  their  efficacy,  yet  be 
feared  their  inefflcacy. 

He  should  fear  the  result,  if  the  contest,  in  other 
respects,  were  to  be  upon  equal  terms.  Bat  that 
will  not  be  the  case.  The  armament  will  meet 
with  peculiar  embamiasment  from  the  expected 
scene  of  action.  They  are  to  act  three  thoosaod 
miles  from  home,  without  the  gnarantee  or  cTeis 
the  prospect  of  a  friendly  port;  they  are  to  coa- 
tinue  the  whole  year  upon  their  station,  and  to  be 
subject  to  attack  whenever  the  enemy  may  think 
proper;  they  will  also  be  continually  exposed  to  a 
tempestuous  ocean.  Under  these  circnmstaoees 
they  must  act  upon  the  moat  disadvantageoos 
terms,  which  will  lensen  extremely  their  prospi'ct 
of  success.  The  advocates  of  the  bill  hive  ad- 
mitted the  necessity  of  finding  some  friendly  ports 
in  the  Mediterranean  seas,  and  several  have  been 
mentioned — Carthagena,  Gibraltar,  &c. — bat  thtfir 
hopes  appeared  to  him  to  be  wholly  chimericih 

He  did  not  know  how  far  it  might  be  proper  to 
have  reference  to  confidential  communications  to 
present  this  part  of  the  eubject  io  its  true  li^t 
He  thought,  however,  he  might  be  permitted  to 
mention,  m  general,  that  it  has  been  officially  com- 
municated to  the  House  that  the  truce  with  Al- 
giers, which  has  produced  the  injury  to  oar  com- 
merce, against  which  the  present  remedv  is  di- 
rected, is  part  of  the  system  of  the  combination 
against  Franee.  The  mildest  apology  from  Great 
Britain  for  her  interposition  has  been  to  enable 
Portugal  to  act  more  efficaciously  in  the  common 
cause  of  despots.  Other  effects,  equally  import- 
ant to  that  end,  will  result,  and  no  doubt  were 
tiiken  into  the  estimate.  They  all  may  resolve 
themselves  into  the  embarrassments  produced  to 
our  commerce.  This  information  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned. If,  then,  the  Algerine  truce  be  part  of  the 
system  of  the  combination  against  France,  is  it 
probable  that  the  Combined  Powers  will  aflford 
their  porta  for  the  protection  of  an  armament  in- 
tended to  interrupt  and  destroy  that  p.art  of  the 
system?  May  it  not  rather  be  inferred  that  they 
will  send  their  aid  to  their  allies,  the  Algerines 
to  destroy  the  force  sent  against  them?  Hive 
we  hopes  agtiinst  this  natural  and  obvious  conse- 
quence from  the  good  dispositions  of  the  Com- 
bined Powers  towards  us?  Have  we  any  hopes 
from  their  inability  to  effect  the  object  ?  For  his 
part,  he  thought  it  was  in  vain  to  hope  for  a  con- 
trary result.  From  these  reflections,  occurs  an- 
other obvious  objection  to  the  measure — its  direct 
tendency  to  war.  Upon  another  occision,  it  h/is 
been  said,  that  Great  Britain  particularly  is  irri- 
table towards  us,  and  al\  measures  ourrht  to  be 
avoided  which  might  tend  to  increase  the  irriia- 
bility.  It  really  has  become  a  question  for  this 
House,  for  all  America,  to  determine,  and  p3^ 
ticuhirly  the  lovers  of  peace,  whether  a  nnval 
armament  cnlculated  to  resist  part  of  the  sy^'tem 
of  the  coml)ination  against  France,  and  desiiW 
to  act  in  the  very  scene  of  war,  or  impoaiiig  hijli- 
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er  daties  upon  aome  articles  of  imports,  and  mak- 
iog  an  act  for  the  regulation  of  our  own  navigation, 
possess  the  greatest  tendency  to  war  ? 

For  his  part,  if  the  proposed  armament  should 
be  provided,  he  had  but  one  consolation  against 
this  palpable  effect  of  it  But  that  consolation  fur- 
oisbed  the  strongest  argument  against  the  mea- 
sure. The  trees  are  now  growing  out  of  which  the 
frigates  are  to' be  built  A  considerable  time  must, 
of  course,  elapse  before  these  trees  can  be  put  into 
the  shape  of  frigates.  From  the  present  agitation 
tnd  fluctuation  of  European  affairs,  great  changes 
before  that  time  may  be  effected,  and  the  necessary 
delay  in  equipping  the  armament  will  be  the  only 
chance  of  avoiding  a  war  by  means  of  the  measures. 
If  the  fngatoB  were  now  afloat,  and  engaged  in  the 
expedition  against  Algiers,  he  should  view  the 
United  States  in  a  state  of  actual  hostility  against 
the  whole  combined  Powers.  But  the  necessary 
delay,  which  may  furnish  the  only  security  against 
war,  as  a  result  of  the  measure,  proves  the  folly  of 
an  expensive  armament,  which,  before  it  can  be 
providled,  the  fluctuation  of  European  affairs  may 
nu6xT  wholly  unnecessary. 

Another  objection  to   the  measure  consists  of 
the  certainty  and  enormity  of  the  expense,  with  a 
total  uncertainty  of  its  efficacy ;  whereas,  the  plan 
of  purchasing  a  peace  regards  economy,  if  its  effi- 
.cacy  should  be  doubted.    In  this  case,  if  the  ob-. 
ject  be  not  effected,  the  money  will  not  be  ex« 
pended.    It  is  but  a  bad  character  of  a  measure, 
to  say  it  is  neither  certun  in  its  object,  nor  eco- 
nomical in  its  arrangement;   yet  these  are  the 
mo6t  striking  traits  in  the  present  bill.    When  this 
measure  was  first  brought  into  view,  it  was  thought 
necessary  that  an  estimate  should  accompany  it 
This  estimate,  he  knew  not  for  what  reason,  was 
kept  out  of  view.    It  was,  nevertheless,  an  esti- 
Bate,  aod  must  again  make  its  appearance  in  the 
House.     He  expected,  too,  that  it  would  appear 
in  a  more  formidable  shape  than  when  it  was  first 
introduced.    The  pay  of  the  seamen,  the  most  im- 
portant item  in  the  estimate,  had  varied  its  shape 
iD^rially.    It  is  now  calculated  at  double  the 
estimate  first  made,  and  he  apprehended  that  the 
ame  fiiUe  would  attend  other  parts  of  the  estimate. 
He  admitted  that  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  bill 
did  not  positively  fix  the  wa^es  of  the  seamen,  but 
VIS  intended  as  a  limit  to  the  Pbbsidbnt^s  dis- 
cretion.   He  was  inclined  to  think,  however,  from 
the  nature  of  the  service,  that  the  whole  sum 
voQJd  be  found  necessary ;  for  all  the  other  per- 
<)aisites  which  the  seamen  will  expect  must  consist 
of  toil  and  danger. 

He  observed^  that  the  intelligence  lately  re- 
cnTed,  in  bis  opinion,  served  to  confirm  all  those 
objections,  although  he  supposed  it  had  affected 
the  minds  of  other  gentlemen  very  differently ;  be- 
cause  he  had  observed  more  votes  in  fiivor  of  the 
hill  since  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  than  before 
tbat  period.  The  intelligence  being  communicated 
Ui  confidence,  he  supposed  it  would  be  improper  to 
particularize  those  parts  of  it  which  affected  his 
opinion.  He  should,  therefore,  only  remark,  in 
^i^eral,  that  the  intelligence  had  led  his  mind  to 
uese  two  conclusions : 


1st.  That  the  force  to  be  provided  is  absolutely 
inadequate  to  the  object. 

2d.  That,  by  proper  management,  a  due  atten- 
tion to  time  and  opportunity,  a  peace  may  be  ef- 
fected by  money. 

In  either  case,  the  naval  armament  would  be 
rendered  unnecessary,  and  the  expend  ought  not 
to  be  incurred. 

Mr.  6.  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  as  the 
foundation  of  a  permanent  naval  establishment 
He  said  there  was  a  clause  in  the  bill  authorizing 
the  Prbsidbnt  to  suspend  all  proceedings  in  the 
equipment  of  the  armament,  in  case  of  a  peace 
with  Algiers,  which  gave  him  some  consolation; 
but  it  did  not  altoget£er  relieve  his  apprehensions 
from  this  operation  of  the  measure,  because  he 
knew  that  a  permanent  naval  establishment  was 
a  favorite  policy  with  some  gentlemen,  and  be- 
cause the  argument  had  been  urged  in  favor  of 
the  present  bill. 

He  observed  that  a  permanent  naval  establish- 
ment could  be  recommended  to  the  United  States 
but  from  one  or  both  of  the  following  considera- 
tions :  Either  upon  the  principle  of  entering  into  a 
competition  for  naval  power  with  the  Powers  of 
Europe ;  or  as  affording  security  to  the  collection 
of  our  own  revenue. 

He  thought  the  question  of  a  permanent  naval 
establishment  was  one  of  the  most  important  which 
could  be  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  and  that  the  most  serious  consequences 
were  necessarily  connected  with  it  In  the  first 
place,  he  viewed  the  establishment  of  a  navy  as  a 
complete  dereliction  of  the  policy  of  discharging 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt  History  does  not 
afford  an  instance  of  a  nation  which  continued  to 
increase  their  navy  and  decreased  their  debt  at 
the  same  time.  It  is  an  operation  exceeding  the 
ability  of  any  nation.  The  naval  competition  of 
the  Powers  in  Europe  has  produced  oppression  to 
their  subjects  and  ruin  to  themselves.  The  ruin 
of  the  French  Monarchy,  he  believed,  might  be  as* 
cribed  rerj  much  to  that  cause.  A  navy  is  the 
jmost  expensive  of  all  means  of  defence,  and  the 
tyranny  of  Qoveraments  consists  in  the  expensive- 
ness  of  their  machinery.  The  expensiveness  of 
the  French  Monarchy  is  the  true  cause  of  its  de- 
struction. The  navy  of  France  furnished  the 
principal  item  of  that  expense.  The  navy  pro- 
duced expense,  the  expense  exceeded  the  revenue, 
new  contributions  became  necessary,  the  people 
saw  the  tyranny,  and  destroyed  the  tyrant  The 
same  effect,  by  the  same  pdicy,  will  probably  be 
produced  in  great  Great  Britain.  The  Govern- 
ment is  not  yet  destroyed,  but  the  people  are  op- 
pressed, liberty  is  banished.  The  extensiveness 
of  the  Government  is  the  true  ground  of  the  op- 
pression of  the  people.  The  King,  the  Nobility, 
the  Priesthood,  the  Army,  and,  above  all,  the 
Navv. 

All  this  machinery  lessens  the  number  of  the 
productive  and  increases  the  number  of  unproduc- 
tive hands  of  the  nation  in  Great  Britain.  The 
operation  has  been  extended  so  far  that  the  poor 
rates  alone  probably  afforded  a  greater  tax  per 
eapUa  than  the  whole  taxes  paid  in  the  United 
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States.    He  wns  astonished,  with  these  fatal  ex- 
amples before  our  ejes,  that  there  should  be  any 
gentlemen  who  would  wish  to    enter  into  this 
&8hionable  system  of  politics.     He  said  the  Uni- 
ted States,  bad  already  progressed  full  far  enough 
into  this  system  ;  for,  exclusively  of  the  ordinary 
expense  of  the  Civil  List,  a  debt  had  been  funded 
upon  principles  of  duration.     An  Army  had  been 
raised,  at  an  immense  expense,  and  now  there  was 
a  proposition  for  a  Navy.     He  observed  that,  for 
several  years  past,  the  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Military  Establishment  had  exceeded 
a  million  of  dollars  per  annum — from  one  million 
to  one  million  and  a  half  annually.     He  believed 
that,  if  the  expense  had  been  foreseen,  there  would 
have  been  more  active  efforts  to  have  avoided  it 
It  was  a  policy,  at  this  day,  very  generally  con- 
demned ;  yet  we  are  now  to  exhibit  a  counterpart 
of  this  policy  upon  the  ocean,  with  this  aggrava- 
tion :  that  it  will  commence  with  greater  certain 
expense,  and  with  a  more  uncertain  object     The 
system  of  governing  by  debts  he  conceived  the 
most  refined  system  of  tyranny.     It  seems  to  have 
been  a  contrivinci  devised  by  politicians  to  suc- 
ceed the  old  sy^teii  of  feudal  tenures.    Both  sys- 
tems were  tyrannical,  but  the  objects  of  their  ty- 
ranny were  different    The  system  of  feuds  ope- 
rated upon  the  person  of  the  individual — the  sys- 
tem of  debts  operates  upon  the  pockets  of  the  indi- 
vidual.   In  the  feudal  system,  the  tenant  often 
received  some  indulgence  and  lenity  from    the 
martial  generosity  which  generally  characterized 
the  Lord.     The  Lord  was  gratified  with  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  tenant  that  he  was  a  slave, 
and  the  rendition  of  a  pepper-corn  as  an  evidence 
of  it    The  product  of  the  tenant's  labor  was  left 
for  his  own  support    The  system  of  debts  affords 
no  such  indulgences.     Its  true  policy  is  to  devise 
objects  of  expense,  and  to  draw  the  greatest  pos- 
sible sum  from  the  people  in  the  least  visible  mode. 
It  boasts  not  of  economising  in  calls  upon  the  peo- 
ple for  contributtons.    It  boasts  not  of  economizing 
in  the  objects  of  expenditure.    It  consults  the  obe- 
dience, and  not  the  happiness  of  the  people.   There 
is  no  device  which  facilitates  the  system  of  ex- 
pense and  debts  so  much  as  a  Navy.     And  he  de- 
clared, from  that  consideration,  he  should  value 
his  liberty  at  a  lower  price  than  he  now  did,  if  the 
policy  of  a  permanent  Naval  Establishment  should 
obtain  in  the  United  States. 

He  saw  another  strong  objection  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Navy.  He  deemed  it  a  hostage  to  its 
full  value  for  our  good  behaviour  to  the  great  naval 
Powers,  until  it  should  be  able  to  contend  with 
them  for  the  ocean.  It  will  increase  rather  than 
lessen  our  dependence  upon  them. 

With  respect  to  the  other  considerations,  their 
utility  in  affording  an  additional  security  for  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  be  should  make  but  one 
observation.  When  revenue  is  laid,  the  expense 
of  the  machinery  employed  in  the  collection  is 
the  primary  consideration.  These  vessels  may, 
therefore,  be  considered  as  aquatie  »heriffk^  but  of 
the  most  expensive  order.  They  will  be  an  ad- 
ditional cost  of  at  least  twenty  per  centum  upon 
the  whole  revenue  collected.    The  expense  in- 


curred, therefore,  will  exceed  the  security  afford- 
ed, and  of  course  ought  not  to  be  incurred. 

Upon  the  whole,  if  these  considerations  were 
not  sufficient  to  induce  the  House  to  negative  the 
bill,  he  conceived  the  impressions  produced  upon 
his  own  mind  by  them  would  furnish  a  justifica- 
tion for  his  opposition.  He  said,  if  the  bill  should 
pass,  he  should,  however,  find  a  consolation  in  a 
consciousness  of  his  own  fallibility,  and  a  respect 
for  the  opinions  of  the  mnjority  who  advocated 
it ;  but,  impressed  as  he  was  with  the  subject,  he 
felt  it  a  duty,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  give  a  veto  to 
the  measure. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  remarked,  that  though  it  was  not 
probable  any  proselytes  were  to  be  expected  at 
this  late  period  of  the  business,  and  after  so  ample 
a  discussion  as  the  question  had  receired  m  its 
different  stages,  yet  be  considered  it  neee^^iy  to 
make  a  reply  to  some  of  the  various  objections 
which  had  just  been  made  to  the  passing  of  the 
bill.  Many  of  those  objections  appeared  to  hfm 
totally  inapplicable  to  the  subject,  which  he  should 
pass  over  in  silence.  If  it  were  the  design  of  the 
House  to  incur  a  vast  expense  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Navy,  merely  for  the  idle  purposes  of 
vain  parade,  there  would  be  force  in  some  of  the 
objections;  but,  as  this  was  not  the  case,  and  a<9 
the  measure  was  a  measure  not  of  choice,  but  of 
necessity,  extorted  by  the  pressure  of  unavoidable 
events,  he  did  not  feel  their  force  in  any  respect 
The  question  was,  simply  whether  our  commerce 
required  protection  against  the  Algerine  corsairs, 
and  whether  this  was  the  best  mode  of  protection. 
The  first  part  of  the  question  was  admitted  on  all 
sides.  For  himself,  he  had  alwavs  considered  the 
second  equally  clear.  But  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  various  difficulties  had  been  started 
against  the  mode  of  protection,  and  various  sub- 
stitutes  had  been  proposed,  as  offering  a  remedy 
more  prompt,  more  effectual,  and  less  expensive. 
He  would  first  consider  the  proposed  substitutes 
for  a  naval  armament,  and  then  answer  the  ob- 
jections to  it  The  substitutes  were ;  1st  To  pur- 
chase a  peace  of  the  Algerines.  2d.  To  depend 
on  Portugal  breakmg  her  truce  with  Algiers,  and 
shutting  up  their  cruisers  within  the  Straits.  Sd 
To  pass  commercial  regulations  against  Oreat 
Britain.  4th.  To  subsidize  other  nations  to  pro- 
tect our  commerce. 

To  these  several  substitutes,  he  might,  in  a  few- 
words,  object  that  the  first  was  impracticable,  the 
second  precarious,  the  third  inoperative,  and  the 
fourth  dishonorable.  But  he  would,  more  in  de- 
tail, evince  their  futility  bv  a  few  observations : 

1st  With  respect  to  the  purchase  of  a  peace. 
The  late  communications  must  satisfy  every  one 
who  had  attended  to  them,  that  all  hope  on  that 
score  must  be  abandoned,  unless  there  was  a  ma- 
nifestation of  some  force  on  the  part  of  this  coun- 
try, which  might  give  effect  to  pacific  negotia- 
tions. As  long  as  our  vessels  were  so  easy  and  so 
tempting  a  prey  to  the  cupidity  of  those  rovers,  it 
would  be  vain  to  expect  that  they  would  sell  a 
peace  for  any  thing  like  the  price  which  the  Qo- 
vemment  would  be  willing  to  give,  or  that  a  peace, 
even  if  effected,  would  be  of  any  duration.    If  the 
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Execatire  formerly  experienced  sacb  difficalties 
wben  the  Algerines  had  captured  only  one  or  two 
of  our  vessels^  and  their  cruisers  were  confined  to 
the  Mediterranean  by  the  Portuguese  squadron, 
bow  much  less  prospect  was  there  of  success  after 
they  had  captured  a  considerable  number  of  our 
ibips,  were  likely  to  capture  many  more,  and  were 
it  liberty  to  cruise  in  the  Atlantic,  even  to  our  Tery 
coasts  ?  And  that  little  prospect  of  success  would 
be  diminished,  when  the  Dey  of  Algiers  should  un- 
derstand that  we  took  no  measures  to  protect  our 
tnde,  and  were  afraid  of  the  expense  of  a  small  ar- 
mament Even  should  a  peace  be  purchased,  the 
temptation  to  break  it  would  be  so  great,  that  we 
ought  not  to  expect  it  would  be  long  observed. 
Bot  if  the  Dey  knew  that  we  had  some  naval 
strength,  and  were  resolved  to  protect  our  trade,  he 
would  find  bis  account  not  only  in  making  peace 
with  us,  but  in  maintaining  it 

2d.  To  rely  on  the  chance  of  Portugal  breaking 
her  truce,  was  putting  our  commerce  and  the 
liberty  of  our  seamen  on  a  very  precarious  footing 
iideed.  It  was  impossible  to  say  how  long  Portu- 
p\  might  continue  at  peace  witii  Algiers ;  and  it 
had  h^n  remarked,  that  the  truce  had  been  ac- 
comf^ished  by  the  intervention  of  the  British  and 
Spuisb  Courts,  without  the  knowledge  or  assent 
of  Portugal ;  but  Mr.  S.  was  perauad^  the  latter 
part  of  this  allegation  was  without  foundation. 
Portugal  must  have  consented  to  it,  and  it  was 
therefore  probable  she  would  maintain  peace  with 
Algiers  as  long  as  the  policy  of  the  British  Court, 
with  whom  she  was  clearly  connected,  should  dio- 

3d.  ft  was  proposed  to  put  a  stop  to  the  depre- 
datioas  of  the  Algerines  by  certain  commercial 
restrictions  aimed  at  Great  Britain.  Admitting, 
for  a  moment,  the  ultimate  efficacy  of  these  re- 
itrictions,  which,  like  a  panacea,  were  to  cure  all 
our  ills,  the  remedy  must  be  very  remote.  These 
Rguladons  coald  not  pass  into  a  law  till  the  close 
of  the  session,  allowing  a  moderate  time  for  their 
discussion  in  both  Houses.  A  distant  period  must 
then  be  assigned  for  their  operation,  in  order  not 
to  create  too  sudden  and  violent  a  disturbance  to 
the  course  of  trade,  and  to  allow  a  reasonable  time 
to  merchants  to  make  their  arrangements.  A  cer- 
tain time  most,  then,  elapse  before  their  effhot 
would  be  felt  by  Great  Britain,  and  a  still  further 
tine  before  it  could  be  felt,  by  a  kind  of  re-action, 
hj  Algiers.  In  the  interim,  the  Algerines  would 
ttoe  our  vessels,  and  carry  hundreds  of  our  fellow- 
dtisens  into  captivity. 

^  The  la^  substitute  was,  to  subsidize  other 
Bitioiis.  Besides  the  national  dishonor  of  de- 
pendiog  upon  others  for  that  protection  which  was 
in  oor  own  power,  Mr.  S.  said  there  were  several 
objections  to  this  project  Either  the  nations  in . 
contemplation  were  at  Peace  with  the  Jflegency  of 
Algiers,  or  they  were  not :  if  the  former,  it  was 
not  to  be  expected  that  they  would  relinquish 
th&t  peace  for  any  indemnification  the  United 
Slates  could  make  them.  If  they  were  at  war, 
thej  bad  sufficient  inducement  to  check  the  de- 
pF^^ons  of  their  enemies  without  our  subsidies. 
In  addition  to  these  objections,  such  a  protection 


would  be  hazardous,  as  it  would  be  pA,  any  time  in 
the  power  of  the  nation  we  should  employ,  when 
engaged  thereto  by  any  Power  envious  of  ourproa- 
perity,  to  conclude  a  truce  with  Algiers,  and  leave 
us  at  the  mercy  of  her  corsairs. 

Having  a  navy  of  our  own  we  might  co-operate 
to  advantage  with  any  of  the  Powers  at  present  at 
war  with  the  Algerines,  but  it  would  be  risking  too 
much  to  depend  altogether  on  any  of  them. 

Mr.  S.  next  reviewed  the  principal  objections  to 
the  bill.  These  were,  he  said,  Ist  That  the 
force  contemplated  was  incompetent  3d.  That 
sending  an  armed  force  on  the  ocean  would  be  the 
means  of  involving  us  in  a  war  with  some  of  the 
maritime  Powers.  Sd.  That  we  had  no  friendly 
ports  in  Europe,  which  our  frigates  could  resort  to 
for  supplies  or  refitment.  4th.  That  the  expense 
would  exceed  the  object  to  be  protected.  6th. 
That  our  trade  would  be  deprived  of  the  sea- 
men required  to  man  the  frigates.  6th.  That  it 
was  now  so  late  in  the  season  we  v  could  not  pro- 
tect our  vessels  the  ensuing  Suttimer,  and  that 
some  favorable  events  might  occur  before  the  fri- 
gates could  be  equipped,  which  would  render  them 
unnecessary.  7th.  That  this  was  the  beginning  of 
a  Naval  Establishment,  which  would  hereafter  in- 
volve this  country  in  immense  debts  and  maritime 
wars. 

1st  To  the  first  objection,  Mr.  8.  replied  that  he 
was  surprised  those  gentlemen  who  deemed  the 
number  of  frigates  inadequate  to  the  object, 
had  never  proposed  to  increase  the  quantum  of 
force;  though  this  objection  had  been  re-echoed 
by  several  gentlemen,  none  of  them  had  thought 
proper  to  move  an  augmentation  of  the  strength. 
The  only  motion  of  that  nature  had  proceeded 
from  a  quarter  which  had  been  always  friendly  to 
the  measure.  From  the  documents  on  the  table, 
and  from  the  diligent  inquiries  of  a  large  cMnmit- 
tee,  the  force  contemplate!  by  the  bill  did,  howev<» 
er,  appear  inadequate.  The  number  and  strength 
of  the  Algerine  corsairs  had  been  pretty  neariy  as- 
certained ;  it  had  been  stated,  from  good  authority, 
that  these  vessels  were  slight,  and  that  they  did  not 
cruise  in  fieets,  but  scattered,  for  the  purpose  of 
plunder.  It  also  appeared  that  a  smaller  force  than 
ours  had  been  successfully  employed  by  Portugal 
in  blocking  up  the  Straits. 

2d.  The  second  objection  arose  from  the  danger 
of  being  involved  in  a  war.  It  had  been  said  that 
some  of  the  maritime  Powers,  whose  interest 
it  was  that  our  commerce  should  suffer  from  these 
piratical  depredations,  would  see  with  displeasure 
our  armed  vessels  on  the  ocean,  and  would  insult 
them ;  and  that  our  officers  would  resent  such  in- 
sults, and  thus  draw  us  into  a  war.  If  there  were 
any  nation  so  anxious  to  go  to  war  with  us,  as  this 
objection  supposes,  they  would  be  at  no  loss 
for  pretexts  without  this.  I(  while  we  were 
exercising  so  just,  lawful,  and  necessary  a  right  as 
that  of  using  the  only  means  in  our  power  of  pro- 
tecting our  commerce  from  ruin,  and  oOr  fellow- 
citizens  from  a  most  dreadful  captivity,  any  nation 
should  wickedly  and  wantonly  interfere,  and  mo- 
lest our  frigates,  it  would  show  such  a  dispositioQ 
to  quarrel  with  us,  and  be  such  ao  act  of  hostility, 
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as  woald  ^astify  war  on  oar  part  Whateyer  na- 
tion it  might  be,  he  should  view  such  an  aggres- 
sion as  the  effect  of  a  predetermined  hostility,  and 
should  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  consider  them  as 
much  our  enemies  as  the  Algerines  themselves. 
But  this  armament  would  furnish  so  little  pretence 
for  an  J  danger  of  this  kind,  that  he  viewed  all  such 
terrors  as  chimerical.  Indeed,  it  was  somewhat 
strange,  that  these  apprehensions  should  have  been 
suggested  by  gentlemen  who  considered  oommer- 
dal  restrictions  particularly  directed  at  Great  Bri- 
tain as  of  a  most  pacific  tendency.  If  irritating 
measures,  pointedly  directed  at  Great  Britain,  were 
not  likely  to  excite  a  hostile  spirit  in  her,  much  less 
was  it  to  be  expected  that  measures  of  unavoidable 
necessity  against  the  Algerine  pirates,  would  excite 
that  spirit 

8d.  It  had  been  clearly  shown  that  there  were 
many  convenient  friendly  ports  to  which  our  ves- 
sels of  war  should  have  access.  Spain,  Portugal, 
and  France,  have  been  mentioned.  It  was  not  pro- 
bable we  should  be  at  war  with  all  those  Powers 
at  the  same  time.  Being  at  peace  with  them  all, 
we  had  a  right  to  expect  a  friendly  admission  into 
their  ports.  A  state  of  war  would  undoubtedly 
present  many  difficulties,  but  even  in  that  event, 
the  proposed  measure  did  not  appear  less  indispen- 
sable. 

4th.  The  expense  had  been  strongly  urged  as  a 
weighty  objection.  Mr.  S.  observed,  that  the  sav- 
ing in  insurance,  the  value  of  our  ships  and  car- 
goes, the  ransom  of  our  captive  seamen,  was  more 
tiian  an  offset  against  this  item.  But  was  not  the 
slavery  of  our  fellowcitizens,  the  national  dis- 
grace resulting  from  it,  to  be  taken  into  the  ac- 
count? These  were,  in  his  mind,  considerations 
beyond  all  calculation.  Who  could,  after  reading 
the  affecting  narratives  of  Captain  Penrose  and 
the  other  unfortunates,  sit  down  contented  with 
eold  calculations  and  dry  syllogisms  ?  These  nar- 
ratives ought  to  excite  e?ery  possible  exertion,  not 
only  to  procure  the  release  of  the  captured,  but  to 

Srevent  an  increase  of  the  number  of  these  un- 
appy  victims.  This  could  only  be  effected  by 
the  proposed  measure ;  it  was  the  only  practicable 
mode  of  obtaining  a  peace,  which  would  insure  the 
release  of  the  captives,  and  of  preventing  the  cap- 
ture of  others.  Were  the  expense,  therefore,  dou- 
ble the  sum  proposed,  he,  for  one,  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  vote  for  it 

6th.  It  had  been  alleged  that  depriving  our  mer- 
chant vessels  of  the  seamen  requisite  to  man  the 
frigates,  would  be  a  serious  injury  to  our  trade.  No 
further  answer  was  necessary  to  this  objection,  than 
barely  to  remark,  that  the  injury  was  not  to  be  put 
in  competition  with  the  loss  of  seamen  by  slavery 
in  Algiers,  or  by  desertion  from  merchant  ships,  so 
unprotected  and  exposed. 

dth.  The  lateness  of  the  season  had  fbmished 
another  objection.  Mr.  S.  asked  whose  fault  it 
was^  that  this  measure  had  not  been  adopted  soon- 
er? The  members  whose  opinions  coincided  with 
his,  and  himself  had  urged  the  necessity  of  it  near 
three  months  ago,  but  the  persevering  opposition 
it  had  encountered,  and  the  intervention  and  dis- 
cussion of  the  commercial  ni^ulations  had  pro* 


tracted  it  to  the  present  period.  Late  as  it  is,  hov> 
ever,  it  is  still  necessary,  and  tl^e  best  ezpedieoi 
which  has  been  suggested.  The  very  circumsUned 
of  preparation  for  naval  defence,  would  facilitate  ov 
hegotiation  for  peace,  and  would  encourage  our  get- 
men  to  remain  in  our  servicer  He  wished  it  alwajs 
to  be  understood,  that  he  did  not  rriy  solely  oatbt 
efficacy  of  this  armament  He  still  looked  ibnrard 
to  a  negotiation,  and  was  ready  to  provide  the  moat 
ample  means  for  that  purpose ;  but  he  was  at  tbe 
same  time  satisfied  that  the  first  measure  most  ao> 
company  the  latter,  as  the  one  would  be  nugatory 
without  the  other. 

7th.  The  dangers  resulting  from  a  large  Nivy 
Establishment,  and  the  immense  debts  £ej  baT« 
created  in  other  countries,  had  been  depicted,  and 
the  House  had  been  warned  against  such  eTili 
How  a  bill  providing  six  frigates^  which  were  to 
exist  only  during  the  war  with  Algiers^  could  ei- 
cite  an  apprehension  of  a  lar«  and  permanent  Darr, 
and  an  enormous  debt,  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  at  a  lo6S 
to  discover.  The  clause  which  authorized  the 
President,  in  the  event  of  a  peace  with  the  Regen- 
cy of  Algiers,  to  discontinue  the  armament,  iras  a 
complete  answer  to  all  the  reasoning  which  bad 
been  indulged  on  the  subject  of  navies  and  delyts. 
Admitting  there  had  been  no  such  clause,  be 
did  not  feel  the  weight  or  applicability  of  the  rea- 
soning. 

This  country  is  peculiariy  fitted  for  a  natj: 
abounding  in  ^  kinds  of  naval  resources^  we  hare 
within  ourselves  those  means  which  other  mari- 
time nations  were  obliged  to  obtain  from  abroad. 
The  nature  of  our  situation,  and  the  navigating  di»* 
position  of  a  considerable  proportion  of  our  dtizena, 
evince  still  more  the  propriety  of  some  NsTal  Es- 
tablishment Perhaps  the  country  is  not  yet 
mature  for  such  an  establishment,  to  any  great  ex- 
tent ;  but  he  believed  the  period  was  not  £ir  dis- 
tant, when  it  would.  Sweden,  with  a  population 
not  greater  than  that  of  the  United  States,  and 
with  more  slender  resources^  maintained  a  large 
navy.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the  United  States, 
with  an  increasing  population,  much  indtvidoal 
wealth,  and  conmderable  national  resources,  might 
not,  without  ruin,  do  as  much,  or  why  the  equip- 
ment of  a  squadron,  inferior  to  that  of  any  of  tbe 
petty  nations  of  Italy,  should  involve  us  in  an  in- 
supportable expense. 

Having  replied  to  the  principal  objections  against 
the  bill,  Mr.  S.  said,  though  he  did  not  suppose 
that  any  arguments  of  that  day  would  change  a 
single  vote,  yet,  as  a  formal  and  lengthy  opposi- 
tion had  been  made,  he  wished  to  show  that  he 
did  not  rely  upon  a  majority,  and  that  he  would 
never  give  his  assent  to  a  measure  which  did  not, 
in  his  opinion,  rest  on  the  basts  of  good  policy  and 
propriety.  He  viewed  this  measure  as  resting  on 
that  basis ;  he  trusted  it  would  produce  the  good 
effects  which  its  friends  anticipated,  and  tint,  as 
he  was  confident  it  would  be  supported  by  a  ma- 
jority of  that  House,  he  had  litUe  doubt  that  it 
would  be  sanctioned  by  the  approbation  of  their 
constituents ;  but  that,  even  wore  he  persuaded  it 
would  be  attended  with  some  of  the  miscbiefi 
which  its  opponents  had  predioted,  he  should  still 
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0  himself  wmiranted  io  sapporting  it  as  a  thing 
gistibly  and  loadlj  called  for  bj  the  urgency  of 
(ting  ctrcumstancea. 

fr.  Giles,  in  reply  to  Mr.  W.  Smith,  remarked, 
t,  having  jost  presented  the  outlines  of  his  opin- 
upon  this  subject  to  the  House,  he  intend- 
not  to  have  troubled  the  House  with  any  fur- 
r  observations ;  but  the  gentleman  last  up  had 
own  an  imputation  upon  the  humanity  of  the 
fosers  of  the  bill,  which  required  an  answer. 

1  gentleman  has  triumphantly  asked,  **  Who 
I  read  the  representations  of  the  unfortunate 
(tives  at  Algiers,  without  giving  their  assent  to 
!  bilif '  This  question  is  answered  by  another : 
10  can  read  the  representations  of  the  unfortu- 
,e  captives  at  Algiers,  and  give  an  assent  to 
(  bill!  The  bill  contains  essentially  a  declara- 
n  of  war.  The  means  it  provides,  are  for  re- 
Unce,  not  for  conquest  The  gentleman  calls 
OD  our  humanity  to  amelioriate  the  condition  of 
I  captives,  by  a  declaration  of  war  against  a 
rbarian,  without  furnishing  any  means  which 
nld  operate  upon  his  personal  fears ;  or,  perhaps, 
I  gentleman  conceives  that,  after  the  frigates 
ill  have  performed  wonders  upon  the  water, 
ej  would  leave  the  element,  boldly  march  upon 
0  Itnd,  and  break  the  chains  of  the  prisoners, 
lis  is  assigning  a  new  office  to  the  frigates,  and 
Mr.  Q.  thought  they  possessed  the  ability  to  ex- 
Qte  it  he  would  give  his  hearty  assent  to  the 
Q. 

But  might  it  not,  with  more  reason  and  proba- 
litj,  be  concluded,  that  a  declaration  of  war,  un- 
!r  such  circumtances,  would  irritate  the  barba- 
us  ind  furnish  additional  miftery  to  the  unfor- 
uttie  prisoners?  In  the  expedient  of  purchasing 
peace,  which  is  the  substitute  he  relied  upon,  the 
)deisption  of  the  captives  will  almost  necessarily 
Nstitate  a  part  of  the  negotiation.  Mr.  G.  said, 
M  geDtlemauD,  on  this  subject,  appeared  to  have 
^tten  the  whole  connexion  between  eauae  and 
f«r,  and  to  have  disdained  all  comparison  of  the 
wiu  to  the  end.  He  believed,  if  ever  there  was 
measure  involving  great  political  consequences, 
^ich  owed  its  existence  to  passion,  without  one 
ffort  of  calculation,  as  far,  at  least,  as  it  related  to 
ts  ostensible  object,  it  was  the  measure  contem- 
plated by  the  bill  now  before  the  House. 

the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
he  bill,  and  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 
^«u  50,  nays  89,  as  follows : 

Vus.~M«Mt«.  Fiaher  Amea,  John  Beatty,  Elias 
Mkiinot^  Sfaeaijathab  Bonnie,  Benjamin  Bonme,  Lam- 
|«t  Ctdwakder,  David  Oobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joehoa 
j<  Henr^  Dearborn,  OeoiKe  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter, 
^mas  Fitsaimoos,  Dwigbt  Fneter,  Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
^icboUs  Oilmaa,  Henry  Oleno,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
hmti  Gordon,  Samael  Griffin,  George  Hancock,  James 
^UhoQie,  WUliam  Hindmao,  Bamuel  Holten,  John 
l^  Kitten,  Amatt  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee. 
WiUttoi  Lvmao.  Fraocia  Malbnne,  Peter  Muhlenbeig, 
«>UiuD  Vaiis  Murray,  Joaiah  Parker,  Thomas  Scott, 
f?«odwe  8«dgwiek.  Jeremiah  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Jf 'Ihain  Smith,  Thomaa  Snrigg,  Zepbaniah  Swift,  Silaa 
l^^  Gaoige  Thatdier,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trum- 
taU,  Joha  £.  Van  Allan,  Peter  Van  Gaaabeck,  Peleg 


Wadaworth,  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  Artemas  Ward, 
John  Watt9,  and  Richard  Wimu 

NAva. — ^Meaara  Tbtiodore  Bailey,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, jThomaa  Blount,  Thomaa  P.  Caroea,  Gabriel  Chria- 
tie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  iMiac  Cole^  William  Findley, 
William  B.  Gilea^  James  Gillespie,  Christopher  Orcenup, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jcihn  Heacn, 
Daniel  HeiHter,  John  Hunter,  William  Irvine,  Matthew 
Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jamea  Madiaon,  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander  Mehaoe,  William  Montgomery,  An- 
drew Moore,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicho- 
las, Nathaniel  Nilea,  John  Page,  Francis  Preston,  John 
Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable,  Franda  Walker,  Benja- 
min Williama,  Paine  Wingate,  and  Joseph  Winatoa 

Bemhed,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be,  *<  An 
act  to  provide  a  naval  armamenf 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  making  certain  alterations 
in  the  act  for  establishing  the  Judicial  Courts,  and 
altering  the  time  of  holding  certain  Courts ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Watts,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Paranque; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 


TuBSDAT,  March  U. 

A  memorial  of  Leigh  ton  Wood,  junior,  Joseph 
Stretch,  and  Joshua  Dawson,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  other  clerks  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  prat- 
ing that  they  may  receite  such  compensation,  in 
addition  to  the  salaries  allowed  them  by  law,  as 
may  be  deeoied  equitable  and  proper,  to  reim- 
burse the  extraordinary  expenses  they  incurred  in 
the  discharge  of  their  official  duties  during  the  late 
calamity  in  the  city  of  PhUadelphia,  where  they 
remained  at  the  great  personal  hazard  of  themselves 
and  families. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Tracy,  Mr.  Movtgomxbt,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupoOy 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  DKARBomr,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  erecting  a  light- house  on  the 
Island  of  Seguin,  in  the  District  of  Maine ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  to  evect  a  light-house  on  the  head-land  of  Cape 
Hatteraa,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Ocracock  Island, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concorrenoo  of  this  House.  The  sm 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  certain  ports  and  harbors  in  the  United 
States;  and,  after  iome  time  spent  Uierein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  sevenl 
amendments  thereto ;  which  were  sereraUy  twioe 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment<i,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 
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Mr.  Madison,  fram  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  the  clerks  in  seTe- 
ral  of  the  Executive  Departments  of  Government, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
toient  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  last,  to  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  expenses  attending  the  inter- 
course of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations ; 
and,  the  same  being  twice  read,  was,  on  the  ques- 
tion put  thereupon,  agreed  to  bj  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to* 
morrow. 


WKDKKBDA.T,  March  12. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  defence  of 
certain  ports  and  harbors  in  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  further  provision  for 
the  expenses  attending  the  intercourse  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  with  foreign  nations,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  come  to  a  resolution,  **  That 
the  Presidknt  of  thk  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  to  the  Executives  of  the  seve- 
ral States,  copies  of  the  article  of  amendment 
proposed  by  Congress  to  be  added  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  Judicial 
power  ;*'  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution, and,  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1794 ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  an  amendment  thereto ;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  and  report  on  the  propriety  of  remit- 
ting the  duty  on  imported  bar  iron,  in  cotain  cases, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Monday  next 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Speech  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  respects 
arms  and  military  stores,  maeazines,  and  arsenals ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  re- 
port undef  consideration,  and  come  to  seTeral  reso- 
lutions thereupon;  which  were  severally  twice 
read,  amended,  aiid  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
follow : 

Itenofwd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  authorised  to  direct  two  arsenals  and  magazines, 
with  the  necessary  buUdlngs,  to  be  erected  in  proper 


situations,  to  acoommodate  the  Soathem  8tat« ; 
that  the  arsenals  and  ma^cines  at  8prtiig6eld,  in 
sachosetts,  and  Carlisle,  m  Pennsylvania,  be  repain 
and  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty-nine  thonaand 
lars  be  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Jtesotvedt  That  a  national  armory  be  erected, 
that  a  superintendent,  and  two  master  armorers,  be 
pointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
perintend  the  same.    That  so  many  peraone  may,  frc 
time  to  time,  be  employed  therein,  a«  the  Secretary 
the  Department  of  War  may  judge  neeommrj ;  and  tl 
a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-two  tboosand  e^^iit  hi 
dred  and  sixtv  five  dollars  be  provided  ibr  £fny 
the  expense  thereo£ 

Retohed^  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  one   hundi 
and  fort^-three  thousand  six  hundred  ami  forty  doll 
be  provided,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  an  addit 
al  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  broaght  in  p< 
suant  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Fi 
SIMONS,  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Jbrrmiah  Wadswoi 
Mr.  Forrest,   Mr.  Malbonb,   Mr.  Boudiwot, 
Parker,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Winn,  Mr.  Gilman, 
Watts,  Mr.  Orr,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Israkl  Smi 
Mr.  Latimer,  and  Mr.  Dayton,  do  prepare 
bring  in  the  same.  I 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PassTDrrd 
OP  THE  United  States,  with  translations  of  tw« 
Letters  from  the  Commissioners  of  His  Catbolfj 
Majesty  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  of  therr  cn^ 
closures.  j 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

NATIONAL  DSFENOEL 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  after  some  prefatory  remarkS) 
offered  the  following  resolutions : 

Retolvedy  That  there  be  raised,  armed,  and  equipped 
fifteen  regiments  of  auxiliary  troops,  to  ooosist  of  om 
thousand  men,  rank  and  file,  each,  with  the  propa 
officers. 

Reeolvedf  That  the  oommissiooed  officers  thereof  bi 
appointed  as  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  an4i 
that  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  be  eo 
listed  for  the  term  of  two  years ;  and,  with  this  condi 
tion,  that  if  war  should  break  out  within  that  Xmn 
between  the  United  States  and  any  foreign  Europtfai: 
Power,  they  shall  be  bound  to  serve  for  the  term  o; 
three  years,  after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  if  the 
same  shall  so  long  continue. 

Retoived,  That,  in  case  of  such  war,  the  officers  o 
the  said  regiments  shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  pay  and 
subsistence,  and  to  equal  rank  and  command,  with  th< 
officers  of  the  present  Military  Establishment  of  th« 
United  States;  but,  except  in  such  case,  shall  be  enti 
tied  to  pay  only  for  the  time  they  shall  actually  attend 
on  the  days  of  trainmg  and  exercise,  hereafter  men 
tiooed. 

ReBolved,  That  each  non-oommissioiied  officer  aik 
private  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  enlistment,  be  entitled  U 
a  bounty,  consisting  of  a  suit  of  dotbes  per  anninu,  ck 
the  yalue  of  twelve  dollars,  and  shall  also  be  entitled  t< 
a  compensation  of  half  a  dollar  per  day,  for  each  daj 
he  shall  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  training  or  exer 
cising.;  which,  except  in  case  of  war  with  some  foreign 
European  Power,  snail  not  exceed  twenty -four  day^  is 
one  year;  and,  in  that  case,  each  non-oommiBsioned 
officer  and  private  shall  be  entitled  to  the  saaie  pay  and 
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km4,  aod  ^hall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  re- 
ttion^  tm  the  other  troops  of  the  United  States. 
B^WfwA  That  the  said  regiments  shall  be  ftimished 
h  arms  and  acoontrements  at  the  expense  of  the 
ited  States,  to  be  returned  at  the  ezpiratioa  of  their 
n  of  ser^ce. 

^ttiolved^  That  nsTenues  b^  taxes  or  duties*  oompe- 
t  to  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  raising 
I  pajiog  the  said  troops,  be  provided. 
a*?/if<?  That^  within  two  years  and  six  months 
y  the  lime  which  ^hall  be  prescribed  by  law  for,  be- 
Ding  to  enlist  the  said  troops,  if  no  war  shall  in  the 
u  time  break  out  with  any  foreign  European  Power, 
!  rf^itnents  aforesaid  shall  be  aMished  and  cease. 
^tolvtd.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
Wized,  if  in  his  judgment  the  safety  or  welfare  of 
!  United  States  shall  require  it,  to  lay  an  embargo, 
lerallj  or  particular Ij,  upon  ships  ih  the  ports  or  har- 
%  of  the  Cf  nited  States,  for  a  term  not  exceeding,  at 
f  one  time,  forty  days ;  and  also  to  prohibit,  for  a  like 
B.  generally  or  particularly,  the  exportation  of  com- 
idiiie^  from  the  United  States ;  and  such  embargo  or 
ihibitiuQ  to  continue,  from  time  to  time,  until  the  ex- 
utioQ  of  fourteen  days  after  the  commencement  of 
t  itssioa  of  Congress  next  ensuing  the  present 

Kr.  Sedgwick  remarked,  that  his  object  was  the 
BBerration  of  peace ;  but  as  peace  may  not  always 

in  our  power,  it  may  be  necessary  to  prepare 
r  the  contrary  erent,  war ;  and,  in'  this  eyent, 
Dething  like  the  measure  he  proposed  would,  he 
liered,  be  found  necessary.  His  resolutions  con- 
nplate  giving  a  boanhr  of  twelve  dollars  per 
mum,  in  a  suit  of  cloues,  to  each  private  and 
n-commissioned  officer.  This,  he  believed,  would 
I  foand  sufficient  encouragement  to  enlist,  and 
ilf  a  dollar  to  each  on  the  days  of  muster  he 
OQght  also  sufficient  This  might,  indeed,  at  first 
ev,  be  thought  high  pay,  but  not  so  if  it  is  con- 
kred  that  the  mustering  would  be  an  inconve- 
Hit  interruption  in  the  ordinary  labor  of  the  men, 
ktrh  should  be  compensated  for.  There  might, 
•  first  sight,  be  thoaght  to  be  an  inconsistency  in 
b  resolutions,  which  he  would,  to  prevent  mis- 
^prehension,  explain.  In  one  part  of  them  the 
Kii  Are  said  to  be  enlisted  for  two  years,  and  then 
pin  it  is  expressed,  that  two  years  and  six  months 
0^  their  enlistment  the  regiments  are  to  be  dis- 
uided :  the  six  months  are  considered  as  neces- 
vj  for  collecting  the  force,  and  two  years  their 
^  of  service ;  which  is  not  too  long,  consider- 
%  the  situation  of  Europe.  This  force,  organized 
I  the  manner  proposed,  wQl  always  be  prepared 
» present  a  firm  countenance  in  any  point  of  our 
tmtorj  on  which  an  attack  may  be  made.  He 
leered,  however,  that  the  experience  of  Great 
'f^n^  during  the  late  war,  would  prevent  them 
^  making  any  attempts  on  our  territory ;  he 
^c^iered  it  not  in  the  power  of  any  nation  to  con^ 
j^  America,  or  to  dismember  it,  and  possess 
*«mselTe8  of  any  section  of  it 

There  is  another  object,  besides  defence,  to 
viiich  the  force  contemplated  would  be  equal. 
I^e  European  Power  to  which  the  resolutions 
^nt,  now  entertains  hopes  of  conquest  in  the 
n  est  Indies,  as  an  indemnification  for  the  expen* 
^  of  the  war  in  which  they  are  engaged.  At  all 
^BKs,  their  Colonial  possessions  in  this  country, 


now  the  Independent  United  States,  were  dear  to 
them,  and  would  be  doubly  dear  as  the  means  of 
supporting  their  profitable  Dominions  in  the  West 
Indies.  He  hoped  that  the  thirst  for  conquest 
would  never  direct  the  Councils  of  America ;  but, 
if  we  are  unfortunately  to  be  driven  to  the  car- 
nage of  war,  it  will  be  necessary  to  wound  our 
enemy  where  he  is  most  vulnerable.  The  reso* 
lutions  would,  he  hoped,  undergo  a  temperate  dis- 
cussion. When  possessed  of  the  force  contem- 
plated, the  adjacent  rich  Dominions  of  the  nation, 
whose  policy  injures  us,  can  easily  be  struck,  and 
the  wound  will  certainly  be  severely  felt.  This 
impending  blow  will  render  that  Power  cautious  f 
they  will  reflect  on  the  danger  of  rousing  the  re- 
sentment of  a  country  so  capable  of  retaliating 
with  vigor.  These  were  the  objects  he  had  in 
view  by  bis  resolutions.  Objections  to  them  would 
arise;  the  jealousy  which  Republicans  bear  to 
standing  armies  might  be  mentioned  with  some 
weight ;  a  militia  would  be  pointed  at  as  the  surest 
defence.  They  certainly  are  so,  to  a  certain  ex« 
tent ;  the  opinion  of  their  effica<5y  operated  to  so 
great  a  length  before  our  Revolution,  that  it  per^ 
naps  in  a  degree  injured  us :  but  experience  is  the 
surest  guide.  A  militia  must  be  abandoned  as  a 
means  of  retaliation.  The  terms  of  embodying 
militia  are  so  short,  that  by  the  time  they  have 
become  a  competent  and  effective  force  they  must 
be  disbanded^  and  then  nothing  bat  force  can  de- 
tain them  in  the  field,  and  the  country  is  left  na- 
ked and  unprotected.  Besides,  their  wages,  of 
necessity,  are  greater  in  time  of  war  than  those  of 
regular  troops,  and  the  want  of  discipline  occa- 
sions them  to  commit  a  great  waste  on  the  pro- 
perty of  their  fellow-citizens,  besides  a  waste  of 
public  property.  As  long  as  we  depend  on  a  mi- 
litia alone  for  repelling  foreign  injury  short  of  a 
direct  atteck  on  our  territory,  European  nations 
will  not  consider  as  as  able  to  retaliate,  and  assert 
our  rights.  But  the  scheme  proposed  will  make 
us  more  formidable.  And  as,  anless  necessity 
compels,  these  troops  may  remain  in  the  bosom 
of  society,  and  scattered  throughout  the  country, 
it  is  impossible  that  they  should  be  formidable  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people ;  it  is  impossible  that 
they  should  have  feelings  different  fh>m  those  of 
the  community. 

One  more  observation  he  would  make.  When 
he  considered  the  snbiect  in  his  own  mind,  two 
desiderata  appeared  to  him  necessary  to  be  united ; 
the  organization  of  an  active  force  with  as  much 
speed  as  possible,  and  affording  protection  with 
the  least  possible  expense.  It  might  not  be  im- 
proper to  stete,  as  ^r  as  he  was  able,  the  probable 
amount  of  the  expense  of  the  proposed  establish- 
ment: he  had  made  a  little  calcahttion.  The  regi- 
ment is  to  consist  of  1,000  privates :  this  number  is 
purposely  Iftrge,  that  the  expense  of  officers  might 
be  less ;  one  sergeant-major,  and  fifty  sergeants,  to 
each  rc^ment,  would  make  the  whole  number  at 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  1,051  mcfn. 
These,  at  twelve  dollars  for  the  suit  of  clothes  per 
annum,  would  make  the  expense  in  this  article 
$12,612 ;  and  the  twenty-four  master  days,  at  half 
a  dollar  a  day,  an  equal  sum,  in  all  $25,224 ;  which. 
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multiplied  by  15,  the  number  of  regiments,  gives 
a  total  of  ^378,440.  He  had  not  accurately  ascer- 
tained the  amount  of  the  officers*  pay,  but  belieyed 
it  would  be  $14,820 ;  making  in  the  whole$393,260 
per  annum ;  the  whole  expense  of  the  proposed 
auxiliary  or  provisional  troops.  He  called  them 
auxiliary,  in  reference  to  the  5,000  regulars  which 
now  belong  to  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  with  which  we  should  be  able  to 
bring  20,000  men  into  the  field,  a  number  com- 
petent to  any  purpose  for  which  they  would  be 
wanted. 

The  resolutions  contemplate,  as  a  probable  con- 
tingency, the  propriety  of  laying  an  embargo  on 
American  vessels,  and  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  the  produce  of  the  United  States.  If  such  an 
embargo  shall  be  necessary,  the  operation  can  be 
better  performed  by  the  President  than  by  the 
Legislature.  In  a  body  as  numerous  as  the  Le- 
gislature, it  is  impossible  to  keep  a  secret  for  any 
fongth  of  time,  and  the  delays  which  the  neces- 
sary forms  require,  would  be  such,  that  the  effect 
of  the  measure  would  be  lost  before  finally  adopted ; 
for  every  ship,  and  all  the  produce  which  possibly 
oouldf  would  immediately  be  put  out  of  the  reach 
of  Government 

The  reasons  on  which  this  idea  of  an  embargo 
are  founded,  are,  that  Great  Britain  cannot  supply 
her  West  Indies  except  from  the  United  States. 
If  this  is  in  any  degree  true  in  peaceable  times, 
how  much  more  powerfully  must  it*  operate  now 
they  have  a  considerable  military  force  there  to 
feed  ?  In  truth,  without  supplies  from  this  coun- 
try, they  must  inevitably  abandon  a  project — ^with 
them  a  favorite  one — the  conquest  of  the^  French 
West  Indies.  In  this  situation  of  affairs,'  he  be* 
lieved  it  would  be  found  proper  to  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  President  a  power  to  lay  this  em- 
bargo, and  in  a  moment  to  prevent  all  supplies 
going  to  the  West  Indiea  On  great  occasions, 
aonfldenoe  must  be  reposed  in  the  Executive ;  and 
the  universal  confidence  in  the  present  head  of 
that  Department,  would  prevent  all  fears  of  its 
being  abused  in  his  hands.  When  we  are  once  in 
the  situation  contemplated  by  the  resolutions  of- 
fered, and  if  we  are  then  obliged  to  exert  the 
means  in  our  power  for  our  defence,  (but  he  hoped 
we  should  not  be  impelled  to  this  disagreeable  ne- 
oessity,)  we  can  speak  a  manly  language  to  any 
<me  who  may  attempt  to  iiyure  or  insult  us.  He 
was  persuaded,  that  if  a  country  does  not  respect 
itself  it  will  not  be  respected  by  other  nations ; 
that  if  a  nation  is  not  vigilant  in  guarding  their 
rights;  they  soon  will  have  no  rights  to  guard ;  if 
they  receive  insults  and  iiyuries  with  impunity, 
they  will  suffer  injuries  and  insults  without  end. 
This  is  not  the  time  for  feeble  measures.  A  manly 
conduct  ought  to  be  pursued— a  conduct  worthy  of 
our  brave  and  honorable  constituents;  they 
have  strength  bravely  to  assert,  and  resources  to 
vindicate  their  rights.  He  did  not  vrish  the  Go- 
Temment  to  hold  any  Unguage  to  intimidate:  we 
ahould  tell  the  belligerent  Powers  that  we  can 
make  reasonable  allowances  for  a  state  of  war, 
but  are  not  to  be  imposed  on.  Such  firm  language, 
backed  by  our  means  of  forcing  respect,  by  with* 


holding  supplies  necessary  to  them  in  the  prosec^ 
tion  of  a  darling  object,  and  by  an  active  force  read 
to  strike  in  a  vulnerable  quarter,  moat  be  hear 
and  have  its  due  weight. 

He  next  turned  his  attention  to  the  soam  fm 
which  funds  may  be  drawn  for  the  execution  i 
the  plan  proposed,  and  expressed  a  firm  reliam 
on  the  patriotism  of  the  people  of  America,  wh 
he  believed,  would  cheerfully  submit  and  c» 
tribute  in  any  manner  which  Congress  mid 
judge  proper,  in  support  of  their  rights  ^^ 
vindicate  their  national  honor.  He  adverted 
some  observations  which  fell  a  few  days  sn'o^ 
from  Mr.  Lrb,  which  he  said  did  honor  to  ta 
gentleman ;  but  he  could  not  agree  with  him  j 
thinking  that  a  land  tax  was  immediately  nece 
sary.  He  believed  it  as  yet  unnecessary  to  tout 
that  great  resource ;  and,  if  it  is  unneccasary,  iti 
not  expedient.  If  it  must  be  recurred  to,  howevv 
he  believed  the  people  had  virtue  and  patriots 
enough  to  submit  without  murmuring. 

He  concluded  by  observing,  that  the  nation 
whose  treatment  we  have  a  right  to  coropUi 
viewing  our  resources,  will  reflect  seriously  ( 
the  consequence  of  imposing  any  further  injaric 
and  for  their  own  interest's  sake,  will  pursue  a  <^ 
ferent  line  of  conduct,  which  will  pomit  us  to  co| 
tinue  in  a  state  of  tranquility  and  friendly  int« 
course  with  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  committed  \ 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  i 
the  Union. 


Thussdav,  March  18. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  tl 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Unit* 
States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  huntin 
and  ninety-four,  was  read  the  third  time  aj 
passed.  i 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ^ 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing  buoys  on  ce 
tain  rolcks  lying  off  the  harbor  of  New  London,  i 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  Providence  river,  j 
the  SUte  of  Rhode  Island ;  and  that  Mr.  Cor 
Mr.  Bbnjamim  Boukke,  and  Mr.  Cobb,  be  the  sal 
committee. 

The  House  aeain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commi 
tee  of  the  Whwe  House  on  the  Report  of  the  S 
cretary  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions  o 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  com 
tries;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Con 
mittee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoos 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  ''  A 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  cei 
tain  crimes  against  the  United  States,"  to  whic 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMORs,  from  the  committee  appointet 
presented  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  erecting  and  n 
pairing  of  arsenals  and  magaaines,  and  for  othe 
purposes ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed . 

FamAT,  March  14. 
The  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  se 
in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certaii 
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Qes  against  the  United  States,"  was  read  twice 
committed. 

i  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
t  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An 
allowing  to  Major  General  Lafayette  his  pay 
; emoluments  while  in  the  serviceof  the  United 
tes ;"  to  which  thej  desire  the  concurrence  of 
I  House. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATEa 

^e  House  a^n  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
ttce  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
iretaiy  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  restric- 
ts on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in 
Hga  countries. 

At.  Hartley  said :  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that 
I  resolution  has  been  pressed  upon  tis  at  this 
le,  as  I  hold  it  would  be  improper  now  to  adopt 

If  we  have  a  war,  which  is  highly  probable, 
i  trade  will  be  cut  off  between  these  States  and 
eat  Britain,  and  no  regulations  will  be  necessa- 
.  I  am  sure  no  one  will  say  that  this  resolution, 
case  of  a  war,  would  be  an  useful  or  necessary 
^redicnt  for  our  defonce.  The  aggressions  have 
Ri,  so  far,  totally  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 
I  &  nation,  we  may  have  a  right  to  pass  the  re- 
Itttioa ;  but  as  its  consequences  are  uncertain, 
d  as  this  may  be  consider^  as  an  act  tending  to 
set  Great  Britain  in  hostility,  I  am  not  for  pass- 
f  it  at  present.  The  enormities  of  the  British 
lelr,  upon  the  high  seas,  in  seizing  the  vessels 
id  citizens  of  America,  amount  to  piracy  and  rob- 
iT,  and  are  against  the  law  of  nations.  They 
OQld  justify  an  immediate  declaration  of  war. 
rodence  may,  howcTer,  forbid  it  for  the  moment 
h  should  go  on  with  our  preparations  for  war, 
id  fall  upon  effectual  measures  for  our  protection. 
bc$c  ought  to  draw  our  attention.  There  is  still 
possibility  of  preserving  peace.  We  should  ad- 
ere  to  a  neutrality  tin  til  war  is  inevitable.  Let 
K  causes  of  the  war  arise  from  Great  Britain. 
£t  us  do  no  act  which  will  throw  an  imputation 
pon  us.  If  the  aggressions  on  the  part  of  Great 
(ritaiu  should  be  continued,  or  satisraction  not  be 
tide  for  the  pass,  we  may  be  necessarily  involved 
B  war,  and  we  ought  to  be  thinking  on  the  most 
fiectual  means  to  carry  it  on. 

The  French  Republic  expresses  herself  friendly 
0  the  United  States.  We  should  not  be  backward 
n  making  return  for  any  of  her  good  offices  to- 
firds  us,  provided  our  acts  do  not  infringe  the 
l^nciples  of  neutrality.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  de- 
fire  of  this  country  to  preserve  the  neutrality  ; 
[ad.  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  even  the  French  Repub- 
M  do  not  wish  us  to  be  involved  in  war. 

Wc  have  been  insulted  and  injured  by  Great 
Britain  in  almost  every  part  of  the  globe.  Gcne- 
^^  minds  would  be  willing  to  forget  former  in- 
jttris,  but  the  late  conduct  of  that  nation  will 
wee  us  to  hate  her.  I  still  would  wish  to  avoid 
*  ^ar ;  but  if  we  are  forced  into  one,  and  should 
J^  unanimous,  Great  Britain  may  find  us  in  a  bet- 
Kr  situation  than  she  at  present  imagines.  To  the 
Ji^tward  there  is  an  armed  militia  of  170,000 
'aen ;  an^^  jjj  general,  throughout  the  States,  men 
^  be  found  to  act  against  a  common  enemy. 


Nay,  if  we  are  unanimous,  from  our  situation,  we 
have  little  to  fear  f^om  European  combinations. 

This  resolution,  if  passed  by  a  small  majority, 
would  show  a  division  in  this  countrv ;  whereas, 
in  measures  at  this  time,  we  ought  to  be  as  unani- 
mous as  possible.  There  is  no  necessity  for  the  re- 
solution. My  vote,  by  some,  may  be  considered  aa 
unpopular ;  but  I  shall  do  my  auty,  and  am  well 
convinced  that  my  immediate  constituents  will 
approve  of  my  conduct. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  S.  C,  next  arose.  He  had  felt 
as  keenly  the  injuries  which  Great  Britain  had  in- 
flicted on  us,  as  any  one  on  the  floor  of  Congress, 
but  had  hitherto  been  silent,  as  the  public  mind, 
both  in  and  out  of  doors,  was  sufficieiltly  inflamed, 
and  required  rather  to  be  allayed  than  further  irri- 
tated. When  the  Committee  were  last  on  the  sub- 
ject of  these  resolutions,  the  country  was  in  a  very 
different  sittiation  from  what  it  is  now  ;  the  com- 
mercial relation  of  the  two  nations  did  not  call  for 
them;  he  then  and  still  held  thie  opinion,  that 
commercial  and  political  grievances  should  not  be 
confounded.  On  that  occasion,  therefore,  he  had 
avoided  adverting  to  the  political  conduct  of  the 
British;  he  considered  only  their  conduct  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  and,  in  this  light,  judged 
the  propositions  by  no  means  advisable.  As  opera- 
tive on  our  commercial  intercourse  with  that 
country  in  time  of  peace,  they  will  onl^  be  an  in- 
jury to  ourselves,  and  will  affect  materially  those 
States  where  manufactures  have  not  made  an^ 
great  progress,  and  who  have  the  more  bulky  arti- 
cles for  exports.  This  was  their  opinion  of  their 
tendency  when  they  were  flrst  brought  forward, 
and  it  had  not  changed  since.  Viewing  the  sub- 
ject in  a  political  point  of  light,  the  resolutions  are 
by  no  means  sufficiently  energetic;  both  as  a  peace 
measure  or  a  war  measure,  they  are  equally  im- 
proper. 

When  the  resolutions  were  first  before  the  Com- 
mittee, he  had  entertained  hopes  that  negotiations 
with  Great  Britain,  or  the  events  of  the  European 
war,  would  have  worked  some  change  in  the  po- 
litical conduct  of  that  country,  which  would  ena- 
ble us  to  preserve  a  strict  neutralitv  and  avert  the 
horrors  of  war  from  our  peaceful  snores.  War  is 
a  great  evil.  The  people,  from  one  end  of  the  Con- 
tinent to  the  other,  show  that  they  prize  neutral- 
ity, and  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the  pacific 
measures  adopted  by  the  President,  show  that 
peace  is  the  wish  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
nation.  As  long,  therefore,  as  a  gleam  of  hope 
existed  of  our  being  able,  by  means  of  negotiation, 
to  keep  up  a  good  understanding  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, so  long  he  was  opposed  to  every  measure 
which  might  tend  to  interrupt  the  tranquility. 
But  he  was  sorry  to  find,  that  far  from  receiving 
the  expected  satisfaction,  aggressions  have  been 
heaped  on  us  with  tenfold  aggravation.  We  should, 
then,  reflect  on  measures  proper  to  guard  us  against 
them.  The  resolutions  before  the  Committee  are 
not  calculated,  he  conceived,  to  produce  this  effect ; 
other  much  more  efficient  means  can  certainly  be 
devised.  The  Legislature  should  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  measures  of  greater  energy ;  they  should 
attend  to  the  immediate  defence  of  the  seacoast. 
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the  organization  of  troops,  and  the  means  of  pro- 
curing a  revenao  to  nerve  the  sinews  of  war.  At 
present,  our  commerce  yields  almost  all  the  reve- 
nue that  flows  into  our  puhlic  coffers.  If  that 
commerce  is  interrupted  hj  a  war,  we  should  de- 
vise a  substitute.  A  land  tax  or  stamps  must  be 
recurred  to— 4i  revenue  from  some  source  other 
than  commerce  must  be  secured.  It  was  his  wish 
to  forbear  entering  into  any  measures  that  had  a 
hostile  appearance  until  the  country  is  placed  in 
a  state  of  defence,  and  the  means  of  revenue  are 
80  organized  as  to  put  us  out  of  danger. 

When  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  were  first 
before  the  House,  he  forbore  making  anv  mention 
of  the  detention  of  our  posts,  the  depredations  on 
our  commerce  in  the  European  seas,  and  the  pira- 
cies of  the  Algerines,  because  negotiations  were 
then  pending  of  which  he  hoped  a  favorable  issue, 
but  he  owned  he  was  disappointed  in  his  expecta- 
tions. With  respect,  however,  to  the  Algerines, 
though  the  annoyance  we  suffer  from  that  quar- 
ter is  an  effect  of  the  unfriendly  disposition  of  the 
British  towards  us,  yet  their  conduct  in  that  can- 
not be  construed  into  direct  hostility ;  and  we 
should,  therefore,  content  ourselves  with  protect- 
ing our  commerce  against  those  pirates  by  a  naval 
armament,  or  purchase  a  peace.  The  resolutions 
before  the  Committee,  considering  the  critical 
state  of  affairs,  are  not  only  too  inefficient,  but  too 
tardy  in  their  operation.  They  cannot  be  intend- 
ed to  operate  on  this  Spring's  importation,  nor,  in- 
deed, upon  the  importations  of  the  Fall ;  for,  before 
this  time,  orders  are  given,  and  they  cannot  be 
meant  to  operate  so  early,  because  they  would 
have  an  ex  post  facto  tendency.  They  are,  then, 
to  operate  upon  the  importations  this  time  twelve- 
month. So  feeble  and  remote  an  operation  cannot 
answer  any  good  purpose.  Why  proceed  in  regu> 
latin?  our  commerce,  when  the  commerce  is  to  be 
saved  from  annihilation  ?  He  was  sorry  the  House 
did  not  think  proper  to  go  first  into  the  question  of 
an  embargo.  No  doubt  this  was  a  question  of  pri- 
mary importance ;  but  he  believed  it  would  not 
produce  that  shock  to  the  commercial  interest  that 
some  gentlemen  feared ;  as  the  question  was  not 
to  lay  an  embargo,  but  to  empower  the  Presi- 
dent to  adopt  such  a  measure  when  he  thought 
the  exigency  of  afi'airs  required  it. 

Mr.  b.  took  a  view  of  the  operation  of  the  reso- 
lutions as  manufactures  are  concerned,  and  en- 
deavored to  show  that  either  we — especially  the 
Southern  States — must  do  without  many  articles 
of  necessity,  that  we  are  accustomed  to  receive 
from  Great  Britain,  or  pay  an  exorbitantly  increas- 
ed price  for  them.  He  wished  to  know  what  rate 
of  increase  on  the  present  duties  was  contemplated 
by  the  friends  of  the  resolutions ;  and  whether  it 
was  intended  to  increase  the  duties  laid  the  other 
day,  when  on  the  subject  of  ways  and  means,  on 
certain  articles,  still  faiigher  ?  The  mover  of  these 
propositions,  he  observed,  when  he  first  brought 
them  forward,  openly  declared  that  he  did  not 
wish  the  duties  very  high  at  first,  but  to  raise  them 
gradually.  He  was  desirous  of  knowing  whether 
the  gentleman  was  of  the  same  mind  still,  or 
whether  he  now  contemplated  prohibitory  duties  ? 


Some  gentlemen  thought  they  had  discovered  i 
inconsistency  in  the  arguments  of  those  oppo^ 
to  the  resolutions,  because  they  maintained  t^ 
they  might  accelerate  war,  and  at  the  same  tii 
are  not  sufficiently  energetic.  The  obserratiq 
be  believed  just  The  resolutions  will  have  i 
irritating,  and  therefore  hostile  tendency,  and  ] 
they  are  perfectly  impotent  in  effect  in  casej 
hostility.  We  have  reason  to  contemplate  a  st^ 
of  war  ,*  we  should  therefore  exert  all  oar  me^ 
to  prepare  for  such  a  state.  We  should  fortify  a 
harbors,  raise  a  revenue,  organize  troops,  and  p 
ourselves  in  complete  readiness,  yet  at  the  sa^ 
time  we  should  not  hold  irritating  language.  I 
us  hold  out  that  we  wish  peace  as  long  as  pea 
can  be  preserved,  and  when  war  is  uoavoidab 
not  meet*^the  event  unprepared.  He  hoped  t| 
resolution  would  be  negatived,  as  a  measure  iaj 
ficient  in  the  present  critical  situation  of  aliaij 
and  only  tending  to  irritate  unnecessarily.  | 
Mr.  Giles  conceived  that  gentlemen  built  tb( 
opinions  on  an  idea,  that  if  we  adopt  this  resoi 
tion  it  is  to  prevent  other  measures  from  bei^ 
taken.  These  resolutions  he  considered  as  pov^ 
ful  auxiliaries  to  any  other  measure  which  it  mig 
be  thought  prudent  to  pursue.     He  proceeded 

Eoint  out  that  the  resolutions  contemplated  nu 
ave  a  useful  tendency  in  the  event  of  a  war. 
a  war  takes  place,  a  termination  to  it  must  be  e 
pected ;  then  this  system  will  form  the  best  groiij 
of  negotiation.  Great  Britain,  in  a  negotiation  i 
peace,  would  certainly  be  willing  to  give  an  m 
valent  for  any  relaxation  of  the  regulations  md 
to  be  established  by  the  resolutions.  In  this  sine 
point  of  view,  they  undoubtedly  arc  a  very  impoi 
ant  engine.  The  Executive  is,  by  the  Gonsiir 
tion,  empowered  to  make  treaties ;  but  the  Led 
laturo  should  put  the  nation  in  the  best  posaib 
state  to  negotiate  them  on  advantageous  terms.  I 
we  are  to  have  war,  the  resolutions  can,  at  as 
rate,  do  no  harm,  and  at  its  termination,  mast  pr 
duce  a  great  good.  If  we  remain  in  a  state 
peace,  he  believed  the  first  operation  of  the  re»oi| 
tions  would  be  to  increase  the  revenue;  by  dcgrc« 
only,  the  importation  would  be  discouraged,  lo 
then  a  spur  would  be  given  to  our  manufacture 
He  enlarged  on  this  idea,  and  dwelt  further  op^ 
the  peace  operation  of  the  resolutions.  He  belier^ 
there  is  as  yet  no  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  t^ 
United  States.  If  a  deficiency  shall  take  plaj 
he  would  be  ready  to  make  it  up.  If  our  impo^ 
ations,  and  consequently  our  impost  revenol 
should  decrease,  our  ability  to  pay  taxes  in  anotb 
shape  will  increase  in  the  same  proportion, 
next  animadverted  on  observations  which  fell  so 
days  since  from  Mr.  Lee,  who,  he  said,  had  assert 
generally  that  there  appeared,  within  tlie  walls 
Congress,  a  disposition  in  some  to  violate  t 
rights  of  a  certain  kind  of  property.  He  wish^ 
the  gentleman  more  explicit  as  to  the  persons  fl 
referred  to,  and  the  expressions  that  waiTanted  v\ 
belief  he  had  expressed.  [Mr.  G.  was  interrupt^ 
and  declared  to  be  out  of  order.]  | 

Mr.  Dexter  said:  The  less  love  or  hatrfl 
we  have  to  foreign  nations,  the  less  fear  of  thcj 
will  actuate  our  Councils.     We  should  legisUt 
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nlr  for  our  own  country.  He  nwde  this  ob* 
crradon  to  introduce  his  principal  objections  to 
Ik  resolations,  tiz.  :  that  they  discriminate  be- 
veeo  foreign  countries,  because  we  hate  the  one 
od  lore  the  other,  and  tax  our  citizens  to  gratify 
bose  passions.  This  was  his  principal  objection 
B  the  resolutions ;  an  objection  that  no  alteration 
( rircumstances  could  do  Sway ;  an  objection 
rhich  rests  on  the  immutable  interest  of  this  coiin- 
ry  to  be  detached  from  foreign  politics  as  much 
I  pos^ble.  It  is  true,  that  Uiough  these  resolu- 
iws  were  adopted,  we  should  be  able  to  adopt 
By  other  energetic  measure ;  but  he  objected  to 
doling  time  on  this,  when  more  serious  concerns 
lil  for  our  attention.  If  we  were  attacked  by  an 
sassin,  should  we  spend  our  time  in  fixing  our 
vord-knot  or  feather;  should  we  not  rather  think 
oW  of  defending  ourseWesf  Should  we  now 
pend  time  in  discussing  commercial  theories? 
ihe  gentleman  last  up  said,  these  resolutions 
roQld  be  important  at  the  termination  of  a  war. 
iorely,  then,  there  is  time  enough  to  consider  the 
^uod  we  wish  our  commerce  to  stand  on  at  the 
iod  of  a  war  which  is  not  yet  decUred.  If  we  are 
ag^ed  in  a  war,  oiir  commerce  will  not  require 
ft  be  regulated,  and  the  passing  these  resolutions 
nil  be  an  ob^cle  to  peace,  rather  than  tend  to 
Kure  to  U8  adTantages  for  their  relaxation.  An- 
Nfaer  coDsideration  had  weight  on  his  mind.  Why 
lould  we  discriminate?  Because  one  nation  is 
iMile  and  the  other  friendly  ?  Strong  as  our 
lartialitj  may  be,  where  is  that  European  nation 
hit  confers  acts  of  kindness  on  us  at  the  present 
in€ }  He  saw  none  that  merited  a  return  of  good 
iBces. 

If  we  are  inTolred  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain, 
n  shall  not  remain  at  peace  with  Spain ;  and  as 
i  is  the  drift  of  the  resolutions  to  encourage  the 
fexomerce  of  fcn^ign  nations,  and  Spain  among 
^T%  at  the  expense  of  that  of  Great  Britain, 
1^,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  the  weight  which  a 
itlaxation  of  those  regulations  may  have,  as  far  as 
G^t  Britain  is  concerned,  will  have  a  contrary 
^  proportional  effect  so  far  as  Spain  is  interested, 
br  every  diminution  of  the  encouragement  grant- 
Mi  bj  law  to  the  Spanish.  Nature  intended  that 
v<  should  be  out  of  the  reach  of  the  politics  of 
Knrope.     Our  interest  is  loud  against  the  con- 

brlioo. 

If  the  resolutions  are  passed,  a  basis  will  be  laid 
fers  permanent  system  of  Commerce  with  them — 
&  link  he  never  wished  to  see  established.  If  we 
B^ie  with  European  politics,  we  may  catch  the 
ftntagion  which  so  unfortunately  desoUtes  one  fine 
^ntrjr,  but  which  is  perhaps  there  a  necessary,  or, 
K  ^^  unavoidable  evil.  He  feared  the  effect  of 
^n^ions  among  us ;  a  reign  of  anarchy  would 
^  to  despotism.  This  he  dreaded  more  than  the 
tf«ct8  of  external  aggressions.  He  wished  all 
^'izhts  were  at  present  turned  to  self-defence,  to 
vrUing  and  organizing  the  means. 

It  was  said,  Uiat  the  resolutions  had  not  a  tend- 
«»7  to  provoke  war.  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Batiiin  against  which  they  are  meant  to  operate, 
^  make  war,  it  is  immaterial  in  this  respect  whe- 
thvr  ihejr  do  or  do  not  pass.    But  to  spend  time  on 


them,  is  trifling,  at  this  critical  juncture.  They 
may  have  an  injurious  tendency.  We  had  been 
told  that  the  manufiacturers  and  merchants  of 
Great  Britain  would  not  suffer  the  Government 
to  go  to  war  with  us.  By  passing  the  resolutions, 
the  friends  of  which  say  are  to  operate  against 
those  very  classes  of  people,  we  shall  destroy  that 
check,  and  render  a  war  with  us  a  popular  mea- 
sure. We  have  much  shipping  in  the  ports  of  our 
actual,  though  not  yet  declared  enemies ;  will  any 
irritating  measures  tend  to  the  security  of  that 
property  ?  Will  they  not  diminish  the  chance  of 
their  being  released  ?  By  passine  the  resolutions, 
we  should  show  our  tempier  wiSiout  retaliating, 
and  we  should  unjustly  oppress  the  mercantile  in- 
terest It  is  sufilcient  to  show  that  the  resolutions 
are  inefiScient,  to  prove  that  they  ought  not  to 
pass.  He  believed,  if  the  resolutions  had  not  been 
brought  forward  before  this  day,  no  member  would 
have  thought  this  a  time  fit  to  introduce  them ; 
then  why  now  insist  upon  a  decision  on  them; 
They  are  robbed  of  the  object  on  which  they  were 
intended  to  repel  aggressions ;  they  are  only  a  show 
of  resentment,  without  operation.  This  is  not  the 
time  for  such  feeble  measures ;  our  commerce,  our 
very  existence  as  an  independent  nation,  is  threat- 
ened. The  present  war  is  a  war  of  political  prin- 
ciples; we  must  secure  ourselves  against  attack, 
and  avoid  all  connexion,  as  much  as  possible,  with 
European  poUtic&  Let  the  ocean  be  a  gulf  of 
partition  between  us  and  the  Eastern  hemi- 
sphere, at  least  till  the  present  convulsions  are  at 
an  end. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  he  should  not  attempt  to 
follow  the  gentleman  last  up,  through  his  eloquent 
address,  or  undertake  to  go  into  an  answer  of  the 
variety  of  general  charges  brought  forward  against 
the  resolutions.  He  wished  only  to  take  notice  of 
one  of  two  points  in  the  debate.  It  was  said,  that 
the  existence  of  the  resolutions  would  rather  be  a 
bar  to  the  termination  of  war,  than  an  induce- 
ment with  our  enemies  to  make  a  peace.  Is  it  to 
be  imagined,  he  asked,  if  Great  Britain  intends  to 
drag  us  into  a  war,  that  she  has  not  an  object  to 
obtain  by  it?  If  she  has,  she  will  not  abandon  it 
without  being  compelled.  When  forced  to  the 
necessity  of  wishing  for  peace,  will  she  not  be  dis- 
posed to  put  us  in  as  favorable  a  situation  as  before 
hostilities  ?  But  are  we  prepared  to  say,  that  after 
being  dragged  into  a  war,  we  shall  be  willing  to 
make  peace  without  obtaining  some  security  that 
we  shall  not  be  molested  in  future  ?  If  he  under^ 
stood  what  a  conduct  truly  dignified,  on  such  an 
occasion,'  ought  to  be,  we  should  insist  not  only  on 
a  reparation  of  the  injury  and  insult,  but  show  to 
the  world,  that,  after  obtaining  complete  satisfac- 
tion, we  were  determined  to  obtain  security  against 
future  aggressions.  The  present  measures  did  not, 
as  has  been  asserted,  originate  in  favoritism ;  they 
are  not  intended  to  repay  a  debt  of  gratitude  ;  they 
are  drawn  forth  by  the  injuries  inflicted  by  one 
nation,  and  are  meant  to  benefit  the  country  for 
which  we  are  sent  to  legishite.  If,  however,  in 
their  operation,  they  should  benefit  France,  this 
was  surely  no  argument  against  them ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  ought  to  be  an  additional  argument  in  favor 
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of  them,  as  we  owe  that  nation  a  debt  of  grati- 
tade. 

Mr.  KiTTBRjL  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  immense  waste  of  time  which  the 
discussion  of  these  resolutions  had  occasioned. 
Two  months  had  been  in  a  great  measure  spent  in 
discussing  them.  It  was  like  consulting  on  the 
improvements  to  be  made  to  an  edifice  threatened 
by  a  conflagration.  He  hoped  the  question  would 
be  taken. 

Mr.  Paob,  in  the  present  exigency,  conceived 
that  nothing  would  have  a  better  effect  than  at- 
tending to  these  commercial  regulations,  which 
would  show  our  love  of  peace,  and  fulfil  the  great 
end  for  which  the  Federal  Qovernment  was  insti- 
tuted. 

Mr.  MuBRAY  said:  When  war  is  staring  us 
in  the  face,  he  wondered  gentlemen  did  not  feel 
that  the  resolutions  are  not  proper.  They  are  bad 
as  a  permanent  system ;  bad  in  the  present  emer- 
gency. He  was  surprised  that  the  friends  of  the 
resolutions,  when  they  were  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion before,  should  appear  to  feel  so  much  from 
the  injuries  inflicted  by  Qreat  Britain,  and  now 
that  they  are  increased  ten-fold,  should  not  have 
risen  in  those  feelings.  He  was  surprised  to  see 
their  minds  stationary,  though  the  danger  is  grow- 
ing, and  to  find  every  measure  of  energetic  de- 
fence which  had  been  proposed,  opposed  by  the 
gentlemen.  The  present  critical  juncture  called 
certainly  for  vigorous  proceedings,  and  under  this 
impression  the  opposers  of  the  resolutions  had  been 
bold  to  call  them  trifling.  In  a  commercial  point 
of  view,  they  are  ill  calculated,  and  were  hazard- 
ous when  peace  was  yet  within  our  reach,  but 
when  a  change  of  circumstances  has  given  us  a 
prospect  of  war,  they  are  too  trifling.  He  put  a 
case.  Would  a  &rmer  differ  with  his  wife  and 
daughters  about  the  pedlar  they  should  give  a  pre- 
ference to,  in  purchasing  their  gew-gaws ;  whether 
they  would  employ  the  English,  Scotch,  or  Irish 
pedlar,  when  one  of  them  was  stealing  the  sheep, 
and  wantonly  sporting  with  the  property  on  the 
farm  ?  No,  certainly,  they  would  unite,  and  drive 
the  thief  off  Itisjust  as  ridiculous  in  the  Legis- 
lature to  be  now  spending  their  time  about  com- 
mercial regulations.  More  energetic  measures  are 
necessary.  How  is  an  additional  ten  per  cent  on 
importations  capable  of  opposing  the  torrent  of 
British  injustice?  Let  all  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain  be  stopped,  until  they  give  us  satisfaction 
for  the  injuries  they  have  done  us.  This  would 
be  exhibiting  a  temporary  enmity  for  a  temporary 
evil;  but  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  would 
evince  an  eternal  enmity,  and  at  the  same  time 
want  the  energy  which  the  urgency  of  the  case 
would  require. 

Mr.  Park  BR  rose  to  set  the  gentleman  last  up 
right  as  to  one  assertion.  He  said  that  the  friends 
of  the  resolutions  were  opposed  to  every  energetic 
measure  which  had  been  proposed.  This  was  not 
the  case ;  indeed,  unless  himself  and  several  other 
members,  friends  to  the  resolutions,  had  voted  for 
gome  of  those  more  energetic  measures,  they  would 
have  failed. 

Mr.  Murray  thought  he  confined  his  observa- 


tions to  a  majority  of  the  frienda  of  the  res 
tions. 

Mr.  Parker  believed  the  resolutions  would 
beneficial  to  his  country,  and  tend  to  encourage 
manufactures.  Under  this  impression,  he  vas 
fiivor  of  them.  He  wished  all  party  distinctioi 
dropped  at  the  present  critical  juncture.  He 
not  like  to  hear  of  theee  gentlemen  and  those 
tlemen;  let  us  unite  as  one.  A  member  fr 
Massachusetts  conceived  the  resolutions  bore 
stamp  of  French  on  the  very  face  of  them 
wished,  for  his  part,  that  every  body  and  e 
thing  could  be  plainly  read  by  some  such  d 
we  should  then  see  what  and  who  is  Freocb, 
who  is  English.  He  should  not,  he  hoped,  let 
judico  get  the  better  of  his  reason,  but  thoa: 
that  he  never  could  forget  that,  probably,  wit' 
France  the  Legislature  would  not  be  now  deli 
ting  within  these  walls. 

Mr.  ScDowiCK  said,  that  although  he  had  be 
absent  during  the  discussion  of  this  important  si 
ject,  yet  he  could  not  consent  to  give  a  silent  m 
though  he  had  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  he  coq 
give  new  light ;  yet,  having  on  a  question  of  mi 
nitude  accustomed  himself  to  speak  as  well 
vote  his  sentiments,  he  would  not  now  omit  it;  i 
felt  the  propriety  of  apologizing  on  this  occasio 
It  was  said  that  the  measure  was  popular,  and  tb 
the  opposition  was  reprobated  by  the  people ;  ifl 
it  would  be  mean  and  base  in  him  to  shrink  fnx 
a  participation  with  the  gentlemen,  with  whom  \ 
had  so  long  acted,  with  perfect  satis&ction  to  fa 
own  mind. 

The  question  was  now  presented,  as  doubtless 
ought  to  be,  directed  only  to  Great  Britain,  t! 
proposing  a  discrimination  against  her.  The 
ject  was  to  compel  that  country  to  relax  the  se 
rity  of  her  commercial  regulations,  and  to  put  hi 
intercourse  with  this  country,  on  a  more  favors' 
footing  to  us.  That  all  this  was  to  be  effected  b 
lessening  our  trade  with  Great  Britain,  and  diver 
ing  it  to  other  channels. 

When  to  all  this  it  was  replied,  that  the  presei 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  put  such  regulations 
defiance ;  that  so  far  from  showing  a  dread  of  su 
a  system,  she  was  pursuing  measures,  which 
far  as  in  her  power,  threatened  our  comme: 
with  annihilation ;  that  at  such  a  time  to  atteci 
by  the  proposed  measures,  to  bend  her  views 
our  wishes  was  absurd.    That  at  this  time,  if  th 
was  a  ray  of  hope  to  avoid  the  calamities  of  w; 
every  measure  which  was  at  the  same  time  irritsti 
and  ineffectual  should  be  avoided.    To  these  obj 
tions  it  was  answered,  was  war  inevitable,  t 
proposition  ought  now  to  be  adopted,  as  a  comme] 
cial  system  to  come  into  operation  at  the  coDclu<io| 
of  the  war.     Gentlemen  who  made  this  answer,  m 
not  seem  to  remember  that  to  render  it  jost,  wi 
must  possess  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  events  d 
the  war.    That  the  relative  circumstances  of  tbj 
two  countries  might  be  mutually  altered  by  thod 
events,  and  that  which  might  be  proper  now,  woul^ 
be  wholly  improper  then.  i 

As  this  question  was  merely  of  a  oommercif 
nature,  he  had  regretted  to  see  political  considcn* 
tions  intermingled  in  the  debate.    The  antipatb) 
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It  WIS  manifested  to  one  oountrj,  and  the  friend- 
regard  to  another  ooght  not  to  influence  the  de- 
ion.  Passion  should  be  banished,  and  just  and 
>1  calculations,  on  the  foundation  of  national  in- 
est  alone  direct  our  determination^ 
[t  vas  not  nova  question,  whether  Great  Britain 
i  inflicted  political  injuries  on  this  country, 
tether  she  aided  the  savages  of  the  wilderness 
the  xnurder  of  our  citizens,  whether  she  had  let 
«e  upon  us  the  more  barbarous  savages  of 
rica,  or  whether  she  had  committea  piratical 
predations  on  our  commerce ;  if  these  facta  were 
and  justice  could  not  be  obtained  hj  negotia- 
0,  though  he  should  deprecate  war  as  an  evil  of 
»t  magnitude,  jet  should  justice  be  denied  us, 
should  then  seek  redress  wiAias  much  firmness 
hoped  as  most  men.  In  such  a  warfiare,  he 
>uU  hope  for  victor/ ;  there  was  he  believed 
foundation  for  sucn  hope  in  the  warfare  con- 
DplaCed  by  the  propositions  before  the  Com- 
Uee. 

He  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim  that  the  Govern- 
int  of  every  country  in  all  its  deliberatious 
(kuld  be  influenced  only  by  considerations  of 
biic  good.  To  do  justice  to  all  the  world,  relig- 
isly  to  perform  its  contracts,  these  were  to  be 
rupulously  observed,  for  they  were  always  for 
B  public  good.  A  private  man  might  indeed, 
ictise  disinterested  benevolence  to  any  extent 
Lhumanity  and  generosity  might  dictate ;  a  pub- 
man  had  no  such  authority.  Did  America,  he 
ked,  ove  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  France,  whence 
nre  we  the  authority  to  discharge  it?  Is  such 
jbt  due,  who  shall  calculate  the  amount  7  Uow 
flch  of  the  blood,  of  the  treasure,  of  the  prosper- 
f  uf  our  country,  will  ease  us  of  this  load  of  obiiga- 
nf 

He  said  he  did  not  wish  to  depreciate  the  me- 
I  of  France ;  her  efforts  were  glorious  to  herself, 
Mi  beneficial  to  this  country.  That  he  might, 
>verer,  be  permitted  to  recal  the  remembrance 
floe  (>)mauttee  to  her  conduct,  he  tnen  exoib- 
ed  a  view  of  that  conduct,  from  which  he  con- 
nded  that  every  thing  which  was  done,  had  its 
nndatioo  in  a  cool  and  temperate  calculation  of 
uioQal  benefit  That  this,  indeed,  was  the  only 
gitiioate  motive  to  national  measures.  Tiiat 
Iber  oouotries  could  always  calculate  their  mea- 
Bnsi  upon  national  interest,  and  he  sincerely 
<ip«d  the  Government  of  this  country  would  do 
ite  same.  To  do  otherwise,  said  he,  is  Qjixot- 
in— it  ia  crusading  for  the  salvation  of  others,  and 
lot  ouDielves.  He  hoped  therefore  that  no  part 
f  our  assent  to  the  proposition  immediately  un- 
Iv  consideration,  would  be  expected  either  from 
Ntude  on  the  one  hand  or  resentment  on  the 
)lhtr. 

Hd  said,  he  should  proceed  to  consider  whether 
^visfor  the  interest  of  America  that  this  propo- 
2i.on  should  be  adopted.  Tbe  objects  are  to  lessen 
^i^l)  lo  control  coiUiU^rce  by  diverting  it  from 
lU&Qcient  channels,  to  encourage  havigation  and 
^ufKtures;  and  the  motive  was,  tnat  Great 
inula  possessed  a  greater  portion  of  our  trade 
'^  ^bti  was  entitled  to  from  her  disposition  and 
Joaiict  towards  us. 
;iDCoK.— 17 


fie  eould  not  help  premising  that  the  features  of 
the  system  were  strongly  marked  with  a  dispositioii 
to  control  men  in  the  economy  of  private  life  and 
in  the  management  of  their  fortunes ;  why  else  not 
permit  them  to  extend  their  credit  when  in  their 
opinion  it  may  be  useful  to  them?  Such  meaaureSi 
for  such  purpose,  could  only  be  justified  on  a  prer 
tenoe  that  our  countrymen  were  deficient  either  in 
wisdom  or  in  prudence.  A  pretence  which,  if  not 
insolent,  always  had,  and  always  would  be  found 
mischievous,  because  the  great  bulk  of  every  com- 
munity were  more  competent  to  the  ooanagement  of 
their  own  private  concerns  than  the  Government 
could  pretend  to  be. 

The  whole  system  is  directed  towards  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  the  object  is  declaredly  coercion.  The  con- 
sequences must  be  either,  first,  that  Great  Britain 
would  submit ;  second,  that  she  would  withdraw 
her  capital  and  relinquish  a  commercial  oonnexioa 
with  us ;  or  third,  that  she  would  counteract  our 
regulations  by  Legislative  provisions. 

Suppose  Great  Britain  should  be  compelled  to  sub  - 
mission,  it  would  not  be  imagined  she  would  do  it 
immediately ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  we  must  suffer 
much  distress.  It  was  true,  he  said,  we  had  many 
other  commercial  connexions,  but  in  these  we  did 
almost  the  whole  of  the  carrying :  none  of  the  na- 
tions to  whom  we  are  thus  allied  having  any  con- 
siderable shipping  to  spare  for  our  purposes  ;  nor 
was  there  any  probability  that  they  would  imme- 
diately, if  at  all,  furnish  us  with  any  considerable 
supply.  We  must,  therefore,  depend  on  ourselves. 
In  a  country  circumstanced  as  this  was,  it  was  to 
be  expected  there  would  always  be  a  deficiency  of 
commercial  capital,  because  there  were  so  manr 
objects  to  which  capital  could  be  profitably  applied. 
Tne  object  of  the  resolutions  under  consideration, 
was  to  divert  capital  from  branches  in  which 
it  was  at  present  gainfully  employed,  to  others. 
The  branch  was  at  present  overstocked,  yet  a  di- 
versity must  take  place,  for  ships  must  be  built  or 
our  produce  could  not  go  to  market,  but  must  pe- 
rish on  our  hands.  ManuCactures,  too,  must  be 
established,  or  our  citizens  could  not  be  supplied 
with  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  for  which 
they  now  depended  on  other  countries ;  and  they 
must  do  without  them  until  our  navigation  is  suf- 
ficiently increased.  What  effects,  he  asked,  were 
to  be  produced  by  a  diversion,  and  that  immedi- 
ately, of  one  half  of  our  commerce  from  its  an* 
cient  and  natural  channels?  Was  there  nothing 
to  be  feared  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  cre- 
dit which  this  commerce  was  to  support?  Noth- 
ing for  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  our  coun- 
try ?  But  what,  he  said,  appeared  almost  farcical 
to  him  was,  it  was  not  intended  to  be  permanent. 
Gentlemen  said,  Great  Britain  would  not  stand 
the  shock;  she  must  submit;  the  very  schemei 
then,  supposed  its  continuance  was  to  depend  on 
the  pleasure  of  the  country  against  whom  we  wera 
to  declare  commercial  war.  When  our  ships  were 
built  and  our  manufactures  established.  Great  Bri- 
tain would  give  over  the  contest  Then  our  ships 
might  be  laid  up  at  our  docks,  and  our  manu- 
facturing  capitals  replaced  in  those  branchts  from 
which  it  was  now  to  be  instantly  withdrawn ;  for. 
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unless  thftt'  countiy  would  be  conyinoed  that  she 
should  participate  in  our  commerce,  which  would 
not  be  the  case  if  we  supplied  ourselves,  she  would 
certainly  never  humble  herself  before  us. 

Strange  and  absurd  suppositions  were  made  to 
lay  the  foundation  on  which  to  build  this  system. 
It  was  supposed  that  without  any  considerable 
distress  of  our  citizens ;  without  a  shock  to  public 
credit ;  without  shipping  to  export  or  import ;  and 
with  a  deficiency  of  commercial  capital,  we  could 
diverti  and  that  immediately,  half  of  our  com- 
merce from  its  natural  channels,  while  Great  Bri- 
tain, must  be  ruined,  or  at  least  compelled  to  sub- 
mission, by  a  diversion  of  a  small  portion  of  hers, 
although  she  had  shipping  to  transport  through 
the  world,  and  more  commercial  capital  thiin  any 
nation  on  earth.  Take  care,  sir,  said  he,  I  be- 
secteh  you,  that  led  astray  by  resentment,  gratitude, 
or  refined  theory,  the  curse  of  modern  times,  you 
do  not  dissipate  your  goodly  inheritance.  Gentle- 
men had  said,  our  constituents  are  improvident, 
that  the  extension  of  credit  afibrded  the  means  of 
dissipation ;  let  us  destroy  those  means.  Strange 
doctrine,  said  he,  and  unfounded  as  strange! 
We  have  no  right  to  assume  the  character  of  their 
guardians  in  this  respect.  There  are  not,  as  has 
been  Justly  stated  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Lee,]  any  means  by  which  this  can  be  justly 
done,  but  by  giving  stability  to  your  Government, 
and  enforcing  a  prompt  and  impartial  execution  of 
your  laws,  which  indeed  would  rather  extend  than 
fimit  credit 

Was  Great  Britain  to  relinquish  her  commercial 
connexion  with  us,  though  to  her  it  would  be  a 
misfortune,  yet  to  us  it  would  be  a  very  unhappy 
event  Ever  since  he  could  remember,  it  had  been 
the  fashionable  cant  to  exclaim  against  credit ;  yet 
under  a  system  of  credit,  America  had  enjoyed  un- 
exampled prosperity.  That,  in  his  opinion,  expe- 
rience was  the  only  unerring  director  in  political 
investigation& 

The  commercial  intercourse  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  America  would  continue,  should  this  sys- 
tem be  adopted,  or  it  would  cease.  In  either  case 
or  in  a  mean  between  the  two,  fhe  burdens  created 
bj  it  would  fall  principally  if  not  wholly  on  our 
citizens.  Should  it  continue,  it  would  be  a  charge 
on  our  imports  and  exports  to  be  satisfied  by  the 
labor  and  industry  of  our  people.  On  our  exports, 
because  in  all  foreign  markets  the  products  of  our 
country  have  to  sustain  a  competition  with  the 
same  species  of  the  products  of  other  countries.  A 
hogshoad  of  tobacco,  for  instance,  has  its  price  de- 
termined by  the  demand  for  it  compared  with  the 
capacity  of  supplying  that  demand  by  this  and 
other  countries;  an  indemnification  for  the  addi- 
tional expense  cannot  be  obtained  in  the  sales ;  it 
must  therefore  be  an  expense  in  the  labor  and  in- 
dustry which  produces  the  article.  Go  our  im- 
ports, the  same  will  be  the  case,  for  a  merchant 
will  not  continue  to  supply  a  market  which  will 
not  indemnify  him  for  all  his  expenses  and  besides 
afford  him  his  usual  profits.  In  this  case  also, 
there  would  be  no  other  source  of  indemnification  but 
the  labor  and  industry  of  the  country.  Under  the 
pressure  of  these  burdens  the  reduced  price  of  ex- 


ports and  the  enhanced  price  of  imports,  how  alter 
ed,  from  its  present  happy  state,  would  be  the  con 
dition  of  our  planters  and  farmers  I  If  the  inter 
course  should  not  continue,  then  should  we  destro 
our  best  markets,  deprive  our  people  of  the  m 
valuable  source  of  supply,  and  destroy,  too,  the 
means  of  supporting  the  public  credit 

It  remained,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  be  considered  wh^ 
effects  would  probably  result  from  Great  Britaij 
meeting  our  regulations  with  counteracting  re&tn« 
tions.  But,  previous  to  an  immediate  considerati« 
of  this  question,  it  would  be  proper  to  to  ioqair 
whether  the  commercial  conduct  of  that  countf 
towards  this  would  justify  this  measure  as  a  met 
of  retaliation  ? 

He  said,  that  he  believed  the  conduct  of  Grei 
Britain  had,  on  this  subject  of  Commerce,  been  u 
limited  and  narrow.  That  this  was  particahrl 
true  as  respected  a  commercial  intercoorse  bj 
tween  America  and  Great  Britain  and  her  Dam 
ions  in  the  West  Indies.  But  it  should  be  remeij 
bered  that  she  was  an  independent  nation,  aod  i 
such  had  a  right  to  consult  and  pursue  her  01^ 
interest  That  until  she  should  be  convinced  ti^ 
a  more  liberal  and  enlightened  policy  was  for  hi 
benefit,  it  could  not  be  expectc^d  that  she  wod 
■acrifice  her  own  interest  to  our  l>enefit  Tbi 
she  would  be  at  the  expense  of  maintaining  it 
supporting  her  Colonies,  that  we  might  participai 
in  the  profit  That  all  we  could  in  reason  deiDii 
of  her  was,  that  she  should  not  discriminate  again 
us,  but  that  her  conduct  should  be  as  favorable  I 
us  as  to  other  independent  nations.  Was  her  cot 
duct  infiuenced  by  the  considerations  which  h» 
produced  the  resolution  before  us  ?  Did  she  r 
gle  out  America  as  the  only  object  of  her  resc 
ment,  the  ardor  with  which  this  measure  was  p 
sued  would  have  sufficient  foundation  for  its  jusl 
fication. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  state  the  regulatioi 
of  Great  Britain  which  directed  her  intercouil 
with  this  country.  He  said  that  respecting  ti 
West  Indies,  the  same  severe,  rigid,  and  gloon 
exclusion  extended  equally  with  us  to  all  natioM 
with  this  only  difference  of  partial  and  temponr 
relaxations  in  our  favor,  as,  in  her  opinion,  her  a 
casions  required.  That,  respecting  an  immedii 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  her  regulatioi 
were  as  favorable  to  us  as  to  any  country,  excei 
only  where  favors  are  the  effect  of  direct  stipoli 
tion ;  nay,  they  are  more  so  as  respects  the  impo 
tant  articles  of  pot  and  pearl-ash,  pitch,  tar,  tii 
ber,  and  an  exemption  from  the  payment  of  alie 
duties. 

If,  then.  Great  Britain  did  not  discrimioal 
against  us — ^if  her  discriminations  were  farorabl 
to  us,  where  was  our  right  for  complaint  ?  Shou) 
however,  unprovoked  resentment  (for  genUemt 
would  remember  to  put  political  consideratioi 
out  of  the  question)  stimulate  the  adoption  of  tl 
proposed  measures,  the  disposition  of  that  countr 
to  retaliate  would  be  certain ;  her  capacity  for  r< 
taliation  was  therefore  to  be  considered.  This  sal 
ject,  he  said,  had  been  under  the  consideration  • 
the  British  Government  Should  she  subje( 
American  ships  to  alien  duties ;  should  she  impos 
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duties  on  oar  rice  and  tobacco  and  such  other  ar- 
ticles as  she  can  procure  from  other  countries,  and 
on  her  own  products  exported  in  our  bottoms ;  and, 
should  she  at  the  same  time  counteract  our  duties 
hj  boDHties ;  their  bounties  may  be  so  given  as  com- 
pletely to  balance  our  duties,  and  their  duties,  of 
course,  a  direct  charge  upon  us — a  charge  on  our  ex- 
ports, for  the  reasons  he  had  already  mentioned,  de- 
preciating their  value— a  charge  on  our  imports  to 
be  satisfied  by  the  labor  and  industry  of  the  country. 
These  would  be  the  salutary  effects  of  this  blessed 
tj»tem,so  far  as  the  trade  should  continue  under  the 
\oid  of  these  oppressive  burdens.  If  the  commercial 
intereoarse  between  America  and  Great  Britain 
ihoald  be  destroyed  by  this  system  of  expensive 
irritation,  the  evils  were  obvious,  both  as  they 
would  affect  the  ease  and  prosperity  of  our  people, 
sod  the  preservation  of.  the  public  credit.  He  had 
called  the  present  channels  of  commerce,  the  natu- 
ral ones— there  would,  he  said,  be  found  sufficient 
reason  for  the  appellation,  without  entering  into  an 
extensive  investigation  of  the  subject,  in  this  one 
ob9enration ;  that  the  present  state  of  our  trade  is 
produced  by  counting-house  calculations  having 
interest  alone  for  their  object. 

It  had  been  said,  that  a  great  part  of  our  imports 
consisted  of  the  mere  articles  of  luxury.  This 
vas  undoubtedly  true,  but  luxurious  enjoyments 
could  not  be  prevented,  unless  we  would  introduce 
the  manners  of  Sparta,  and  continue  them  by  the 
institutions  and  laws  of  Lycurgus.  The  passion 
for  dihtinetion  could  not  be  controlled  nor  would 
it  be  elijrible,  if  it  coutd.  If,  then,  said  he,  we  will 
Bie  Madeira  wioe  and  green  tea — if  we  will  wear 
tilkis  cambrics,  muslins,  and  other  succedanea  of 
the  Rg-ieaf,  why  should  we  not  be  permitted  to 
obtain  them  when  they  can  best  be  had,  of  the  best 
<luiHty  and  on  the  best  terms;  or  do  gentlemen 
nppose  our  constituents  will  acknowledge  obliga- 
tions for  being  compelled  to  procure  them  of  infe- 
rior quality  and  on  worse  terms  ? 

Gvntleoien  had  given  countenance  to  this  pro- 
ject under  an  idea  that  it  would  encourage  manu- 
^tures  and  the  carrying  trade ;  this  to  his  mind 
^iA  preposterous.  He  had  always  supposed  that 
to  establish  manufactures,  our  active  capital  must 
be  increased;  and  to  encqurage  navigation,  our 
tnd.'  must  be  extended.  How  this  measure  which 
VDald  lessen  our  active  capital  by  the  embarrass* 
Kt-M  it  would  create,  could  afford  the  means  of 
esii'lishing  manufactures  and  building  ships,  to 
hi^  mind  was  perfectly  unaccountable.  He  asked 
if  it  had  not  been  demonstrated  thai  the  measure 
V"  Jid  tend  to  enhance  the  price  of  the  commodi- 
^  which  we  wanted  to  purchase,  and  decrease 
^  price  of  the  products  of  our  country.  It  had, 
^i<^^ed,  been  conceded,  that  these  effects  were  un- 
«>cidable,  and  yet  these  were  the  means  whereby 
^«  were  to  extend  our  manufactures  and  naviga- 
^^n.  Should,  however,  these  effects  result,  he 
^<d  if  we  could  feel  ourselves  justified  in  sacri- 
^^^t  to  the  encouragement  of  a  few  ship-carpen- 
^<  ATid  other  mechanics,  the  ease  and  comfort  of 
l^-tt  most  useful  and  respectable  description  of 
aen,  the  farmer  and  planter  t  One  more  observa- 
tion he  said  he  would  make  on  this  head,  that  any 


measure  which  might  oppress  the  community, 
would  be  felt  first  and  most  severely  by  the  poorer 
class  of  people. 

Before  the  subject  was  dismissed  it  ought  to  be 
viewed  in  a  light  in  which  it  was  shown  in  the 
most  baneful  colors ;  its  tendency  to  war  and  all 
its  dreadful  consequences.  As  the  guardians  of 
the  public  happiness,  we  ought  to  avoid  any  mea- 
sure which  tended  to  this,  if  it  could  be  done  con- 
sistent with  the  interest  of  our  country.  He  laid 
it  down  as  a  principle  that  every  action  had  its 
character  determined  by  the  motives  which  gave 
it  birth.  What  motives  then  originated  this  mea- 
sure? Were  they  of  a  commercial,  or  political 
nature?  Had  Great  Britain  inflicted  any  com- 
mercial injuries  on  this  country?  Had  she  not 
calculated  her  regtilations  on  the  same  principle 
of  all  other  nations — ^her  own  interest  ?  Had  she 
discriminated  against  us?  Did  not  the  details 
clearly  show  that  her  regulations  were  as  favora- 
ble to  this  as  to  other  countries  ?  And  did  not  an 
infinitely  more  stubborn  fact,  the  existing  state  of 
our  trade,  undeniably  prove  hers  to  be  our  best 
markets  ? 

If,  then,  these  measures  are  not  justified  on  com- 
mercial considerations,  wiH  the  nation  towards 
whom  they  are  directed,  be  at  a  loss  to  determine 
our  true  motives  ?  If  doubts  could  otherwise  ex- 
ist, recourse  to  the  printed  debates  would  remove 
it.  There  we  find  our  negroes  carried  off;  the 
Western  posts,  the  savages,  Algerines,  and  instruc- 
tions to  the  commanders  of  ships,  the  constant 
theme  of  animated  declamation.  We  know  too 
well  the  correctness  of  gentlemen's  understandings 
not  to  be  assured  that  these  subjects  would  not  be 
so  frequently  repeated,  if  they  were  not  designed 
to  have  effect  These  were  not  commercla),  but 
political  considerations.  If,  then,  the  measure 
could  not  be — if  it  was  not  justified  on  commer- 
cial, but  political  ground — if  it  was  not  designed 
to  retaliate  for  commercial,  but  for  political  inju- 
ries; it  followed  irresistibly,  that  the  measure  aa^ 
sumed  the  complexion  of  hostility.  He  did  not 
mean  to  suggest  an  idea  but  that  the  injuries  com- 
plained of  might  justify  hostile  retalmtion;  but 
he  would  affirm,  if  this  measure  was  designed  as 
such,  it  was  infinitely  too  feeble,  and  would  cer- 
tainly prove  ineffectual.  If  war  was  really  the 
intention,  it  was  our  duty  boldly  to  declare  it,  and, 
like  men,  prepare  for  the  event  and  not  involve 
our  country  in  blood  under  the  disguised  pretence 
of  our  commercial  regulations.  If  we  found  mo- 
tives for  our  conduct  in  antipathy  to  one  nation, 
and  in  gratitude  and  affection  to  another,  and  that 
this  was  the  case,  he  appealed  to  the  printed  de- 
bates and  to  the  faithful  monitors  of  gentlemen — 
would  it  be  supposed  that  Great  Britain  would 
not  understand,  resent,  and  endeavor  to  revenge  it  T 
Great  Britain,  he  said,  was  involved  in  a  war, 
whether  just  or  not,  the  Government  of  this  coun- 
try had  no  right  to  determine — just  or  not,  we  had 
reason  to  believe  it  was  popular.  While  she  was 
pursuing  this  war,  we  complaining  of  injuries,  and 
stimulated  by  a  sense  of  them,  adopt  measures  of 
retaliation,  declaredly  intended  to  produce  embar- 
rassments of  such  a  nature  as  to  induce  her  to 
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change  a  course  of  conduct  she  has  pursued  for 
ages,  and  to  which,  in  her  opinion,  she  is  principiilly 
indebted  for  her  progressive  prosperity.  If  serious 
embarrassments  are  not  to  oe  expected,  then  ought 
the  measure  to  be  abandoned,  because  it  would  not 
produce  the  intended  effect,  and  because  it  would 
confessedly  be  injurious  to  us. 

Should  it  produce  the  embarrassments  foretold, 
it  will  materially  affect  tliose  resources  on  which 
the  depends  for  the  prosecution  of  a  favorite  war. 
Should  she  feel  those  measures  as  intended,  would 
it  not  kindle  resentment  1  Would  she  not  discover 
the  cause !  And  would  she  not  feel  perfect  self- 
justification  in  using  all  the  means  in  her  power  to 
revenge  our  partiality  ? 

The  evil,  be  said,  would  not  end  here.  Great 
Britain  was  an  important  ally,  and  on  her  resources 
the  Combined  Powers  materially  depended  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  A  war  waged  with 
as  much  enmity  as  had  provoked  hostility  at  any 
period  of  the  existence  of  civilized  Europe.  Should 
we  strike  at  those  resources,  and  from  motives 
they  will  doubtless  comprehend,  would  they 
tamely  submit  to  such  conduct;  would  they  not 
resent  and  endeavor  to  revenge  it  ?  I  will  repeat, 
said  he,  that  if  your  measures  do  not  materially 
embarrass  Great  Britain,  and  in  a  considerable  de- 
gree destroy  her  resources,  then  will  your  ex- 
pectations bie  disappointed,  and  the  end  you  pro- 
pose defeated,  and  you  only  accumulate  distress 
on  your  own  citizens.  If  the  embarrassments  you 
intend  shall  result  from  your  measures,  tlien  do 
you,  in  fact,  take  part  in  the  war ;  you  will,  there- 
fore, provoke  the  vengeance  of  the  nation  against 
whom  your  measures  are  directed,  and  of  her 
allies. 

To  show  the  natural  effects  of  commercial  re- 
gulations pointed  against  nations  to  produce  hos- 
tility, he  mentioned  the  war  which  took  place 
between  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  in  1653,  occa- 
sioned by  the  Navigation  Act  of  the  former ;  and 
that  of  1672,  between  the  French  and  Dutch,  in 
consequence  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  former 
on  linen,  and  by  the  latter  on  wine.  There  was, 
he  said,  peculiar  reason  for  expecting  such  an 
event  in  the  present  instance,  for,  by  the  treaty  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Spain,  it  was  expressly 
stipulated:  **if  either  shall  oe  attacked,  molested, 
or  inquieted,  in  any  of  their  States,  rights,  posses- 
sions, or  interests,  it  is  then  to  be  made  common 
cause. 

This,  he  said,  was  not  all,  our  real  views  would 
be  known  to  our  constituents.  They  are,  said  he, 
a  wise  and  penetrating  people,  and  will  never  con- 
sent to  be  dragged  to  the  carnage  of  war,  under  a 
pretence  of  commercial  regulations.  Their  hon- 
est candor  will  abhor  and  detest  all  covert  and 
crooked  politics.  He  did  not  mean  to  charge  gen- 
tlemen with  unworthy  motives.  He  could  not, 
however,  avoid  declaring  the  comment  which  in 
his  opinion  would  be  made,  on  experience  of  the 
fatal  events  which  would  result  from  the  adoption 
of  the  proposed  system — a  system  incapable  of 
benefit  to  the  community  and  pregnant  with  enor- 
mous evils. 
He  aaid,  before  he  dismissed  this  part  of  the 


subject,  he  would  submit  one  observation  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee.  It  was,  that  tbe 
navigation  and  manofaeturea  of  the  United  Suiea, 
had,  in  a  lew  years  past,  increased  with  a  lapidHy 
equal  to  the  expectation  of  the  most  sangoine 
friend  of  this  country.  That  this  had  resulted  from 
the  existing  systems.  That  he  believed  it  to  be 
true,  thatf  at  this  moment,  as  great  m  portion  of  oar 
capital  w*as  invested  in  those  bmncheM  as  was  con- 
sistent with  the  general  welfare.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances it  became  tbe  Legislature  cautioasly  to 
adopt  measures,  whkh  might  distraet  the  preseot 
salutary  order  of  things. 

Mr.  Clabk  rose  to  answer  an  objection  which 
had  fallen  in  the  course  of  the  debate.  It  was  uid. 
that  the  resolutions  would  tend  to  burden  the 
poorer  classes  of  citizens.  The  additional  daties 
he  imagined,  were  only  intended  to  be  laid  oo  the 
finer  goods ;  and  coarse  cloths,  d^c^  would  still  re- 
main at  the  old  prices. 

Mr.  Ltmah  said  the  discussion  of  tbb  queetiua 
has  already  engrossed  much  time.  It  has  been 
postponed.  I  was  in  favor  of  m  postponementr  be- 
cause I  then  thought^  and  I  now  think,  the  Uonse 
is  not  in  possession  of  all  the  information  and  pre- 
mises necessary  to  guide  their  determination  oa 
all  the  resolutions  proposed.  It  was  then  saidttbai 
although  we  had  aggravated  complaints  »gmA\ 
Great  Britain,,  she  could  not  be  ao  infatuated  a» 
not  to  render  justice;  that  those  injaries  were  in 
a  train  of  negotiation,  and  that  it  would  be  n^ 
ness  and  folly  to  interrupt  them.  I  confe«^»ir, 
that  this  reasoning  had  ita' weight  with  me;  but 
the  case  now  assumes  a  different  face.  la  there 
any  gentleman  that  still  doubts  of  the  hostile  and 
mad  intentions  of  that  nation  ?  Their  aggressions 
have  increased ;  they  meditate  still  more,  and  hare 
denied  us  in  an  uneonivocal  manner  any  compeu- 
sation;  they  have  aaded  insult  to  injury.  I  do 
not  say  these  things  with  a  view  to  fire  the  public 
mind  to  resentment— that  is  already  done  to  soch 
a  degree  as  to  want  the  rather  to  be  delayed  and 
given  a  proper  direction.  But  it  haa  been  said, 
that  instead  of  that  firm  front  of  defence  which 
the  danger  of  our  situation  requires,  these  resolations 
are  imp<itent  and  trifling — mere  pap.  J  cannot 
think  this  language  is  complimentary  to  tbe  un- 
derstandings of  either  the  community,  or  this 
House,  or  even  the  gentlemen  themselves,  who  »o 
zealously  oppose  them.  If  they  are  insignificani, 
as  the  gentlemen  declare,  they  ought  wholly  to  be 
disreganded.  But,  sir,  they  are  not  insignificant; 
they  present  us  with  a  part,  at  leaat,  of  a  just  and 
temperate  defence  against  a  nation  that  with  on* 
accountable  enmity  plunders  and  insults  us.  H 
they  are  insignificant,  I  am  content  to  be  unde* 
ceived,  as  not  comprehending  them.  1  do  not  in- 
tend at  this  time  to  go  into  a  minute  considentioD 
of  the  general  nature  of  the  resolutions;  that  had 
already  been  done,  and  I  am  convinced,  and  can- 
not be  afraid  to  hazard  my  opinion  to  tbe  public, 
that  it  is  founded  in  immutable  natural  principled 
that  will  stand  the  test  of  time.  There  cajinot  be 
a  plainer  axiom  than  reciprocity  of  advantages  io 
navigation  and  commerce.  It  is  for  our  interesi 
to  counteract  the  ciommercial  regulations  of  othei 
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Mtioos  bjr  those  of  o«r  own ;  to  repel  their  fabrics 
lod  nMHiofaetaree  from  oar  eoontry,  tnd  to  re* 
l^aee  them  with  our  own.  We  have  both  the 
right  and  the  power  to  do  it  These  are  truths 
ihit  have  been  always  aeknowledged  in  this  coun- 
try. Convictioo  of  their  importance  was  one 
aaongr  the  causes  which  produced  the  present 
CoDsiiCotion.  We  have  hitherto  forborne  the  ex- 
tiwt  of  this  ri^ht  I  do  not  pretend  to  arrai^ 
the  motives,  I  believe  they  were  good;  because, 
lir,  I  reeolleel  that  oar  commerce  and  navigation 
for  past  years  hath  been  prosperous,  although 
owioff,  perhaps,  less  to  permanent  than  adventi- 
tioas  causes;  to  the  same  cauftes,  possibly,  which 
Dov  conspire  to  oppress  and  despoil  it,  and 
threaten  its  total  dissolution.  Was  this  not  the 
c^  I  could  have  been  content,  nay,  I  would  have 
preferred  stiU  ftirther  forbearance;  but  the  evils 
ire  alarming;  somethijog  is  unavoidably  necessary 
to  be  done ;  and,  as  no  gentleman  proposes  any 
aobstitate  for  the  present  system  contemplated,  I 
fiod  mvaelf  compelled  to  endeavor  to  make  the 
beat  of  this,  with  a  firm  reliance  and  persuasion 
that  it  will  proaote  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
oareoantry;  for  I  do  not  think  anything  we  shall 
do  will  have  a  tendency  to  make  Great  Britain 
!es9  hostile  or  more  friendly.  She  has  already 
eoaviiieed  us  that  we  cannot  expect  anything 
from  her  moderation  and  justice ;  and  I  hope  we 
ahall  have  nothing  further  to  fear  from  her  force. 
I  hope  and  believe  this  measure  will  attach  and 
iDcrease  the  number  of  our  friends,  and  diminish 
aod  confound  our  enemies ;  for  I  can  by  no  means 
sabscribe  to  the  doctrine,  that  a  national  character 
is  wholly  abstracted  from  all  sensation  of  benevo- 
I^oee,  gratitude,  humanity^virtues  that  so  highly 
idorn  iodividnal  character.  These,  sir,  are  my 
impreasions — the  result  of  a  cautious  and  even 
anxioQs  investigation,  in  which  I  have  endeavored 
Bot  to  be  transported  by  either  paseioo  or  prejudice, 
Ut  to  obey  the  calm  dictates  of  my  understanding, 
vith  that  iadepeodenoe  and  ateadiiiess  which  is  ia- 
dispeDsable. 

Mr.  Ajies  began  with  remarking  that  the  addi- 
tiooal  duties  were  intended,  he  believed,  to  operate 
geoerally,  and  that  their  operation  would  tali  on 
^  middling  classes  of  the  people.  But  the  reso* 
latioQ  would  also  affect  our  exports,  and,  in  this 
^v,  iojnrB  our  cuttera  of  timber,  makers  of  pot* 
tth,aBd  fiinners  in  general  would  feel  their  ope- 
ruioB  deeply — all  this  for  the  advantage  of  our 
s^ip^woers.  If  the  resolutions  cannot  now  be 
^«d  trifling,  then,  indeed,  be  had  mistaken  their 
^  character.  In  a  moment  of  danger,  when 
oor  commerce  is  nearly  annihilated,  it  is  trifling 
^  talk  of  regulating  It,  when  we  should  attend  to 
oar  defence  only.  When  brought  forward  they 
^  u  aUrmiog  appearance — negotiations  were 
Ptoding.  We  shoaki  always  say  peace  to  the  last 
^f^rattifcy;  and,  if  war  threatens,  strain  every 
■iQcv  to  prepare  for  it  The  resolutions  say  no- 
Jhin^they  say  worse  than  nothing;  they  are 
boilt  on  partiality  for  one  nation— they  have 
'rench  itamped  on  the  very  face  of  them.  If  we 
feel  that  the  English  have  injured  us,  let  us  put 
the  coaotry  in  a  state  of  defence ;  the  resolutions 


can  do  nothing  towards  this.  It  is  folly  to  think 
of  regulating  a  commerce  that  calls  first  for  protee* 
tion,  and  to  encourage  the  increase  of  navigation 
when  what  shipping  we  have  is  in  jeopardy. 

At  this  stage,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

OLEARING  THE  GALLERIES. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  a  Standing  Rule  and  Order 
of  this  House,  in  case  of  any  disturbance  or  dis* 
orderly  conduct  in  the  Gallery  or  Lobby,  that  the 
Speaker,  (or  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House)  shall  have  power  to  order  the  same 
to  be  cleared. 


MoifDAT,  March  17. 

The  memorial  of  Benjamin  Banksou,  a  clerk 
in  the  Department  of  State,  and  Philip  Audebert, 
a  clerk  in  the  Department  of  War,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  they  may  re- 
ceive such  compensation,  in  addition  to  the  sala- 
ries allowed  them  by  law,  as  nuiy  be  deemed 
equitable  and  proper  to  reimburse  them  for  extra- 
ordinary expenses  incurred  while  they  continued, 
at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  in  the  discharge  of 
their  official  duties,  during  the  late  calamity  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia.  Also  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Parker  and  Benjamin  Betterton,  clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  Accountant  to  the  War  Department,  to  the 
same  effect  Also,  a  petition  of  James  Bingham 
and  -others,  gangers  for  the  district  of  New  York, 
stating  the  insufficiency  of  the  fees  and  other  em- 
oluments allowed  them  by  law,  and  praying  that 
the  same  may  be  increased,  and  rendered  more  ade** 
quate  to  their  services. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
Mr.  FtNDLET,  Mr.  Swift,  Mr.  Van  Aller,  Mr. 
Cadwalaber,  and  Mr.  Chri^tib;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Michael  Trappal,  of  Newark,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  prajring  that  an  additional  duty  may  be 
imposed  on  the  importation  of  hosiery  from  foreign 
countries,  or  such  other  encouragement  given  to 
the  establishment  of  stocking  manufactories  within 
the  United  States  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  his  re- 
ports on  sundry  petitions;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  certain  ports  and 
harbors  in  the  United  States,**  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments;  and,  the  same  being  read,  were 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **'  An  act 
allowing  to  Major  General  Lafayette  his  pay  and 
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emoluments  while  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,''  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the^  Treasury  on  the  petition  of 
Richard  Wade  and  others,  pilots  of  Ocracock  bar, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CoiT,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  fixing  buoys  on  cer- 
tain rocks  lying  off  the  harbor  of  New  London,  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  in  Providence  river, 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  made  a  report;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
erecting  and  repairing  of  magazines  and  arsenals, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were  severally 
twice  read',  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said,  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Watts,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  memorials  and  petitions  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  paint,  in  the  towns  of  Baltimore  and 
Alexandria;  of  the  dealers  in  oil  and  painters' 
colors;  of  Thomas  Pearaull  and  Elijah  Fell;  of 
Thomas  Perkins  &  Co. ;  of  Samuel  Swann ;  of 
Thomas  F.  Walley  and  others;  of  McClellan, 
McGregor  &  Co.;  of  John  Amelung  and  others; 
of  Josiah  G.  Pierson;  of  the  manufacturers  of 
hats  in  the  States  of  New.  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  and  Virginia;  and  of  Bradley  &  Mix, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  **  An 
act  making  further  provision  for  the  expenses  at- 
tending the  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with 
foreign  nations,  and  further  to  continue  in  force  the 
act,  entitled  *  An  act  providing  the  means  of  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  foreign  na- 
tions,' "  with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
tmendment ;  and,  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed 
to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  report- 
ed that  the  Committee  had  had  the  state  of  the 
Union  under  consideration,  but  come  to  no  resolu- 
tion thereupon. 


Tuesday,  March  18. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  erecting  and 
repairing  of  arsenals  and  magazines,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  memorial  of  Levi  Hollingsworlh  and  others, 
proprietors  of  iron  works  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pray- 
ing that  the  present  duty  imposed  by  law  on  the 
importation  of   bar  and  cast  iron,  from  foreign 


countries,  may  be  continued,  or  such  encoarage- 
ment  given  to  the  erecting  and  improving  farnaces 
and  forges  for  manufacturing  the  said  article  within 
the  United  States  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congresa 
shall  seem  meet    Ordered  to  lie. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  oftiie  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  authorized  to  employ,  as  de- 
spatch boats,  such  of  the  revenue  cutters  of  tbe 
United  States  as  the  public  exigencies  may  re- 
quire. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  carry 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and^ 

of  tie  House  of  Representatives  : 

The  Biinister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic 
having  requested  an  advance  of  money,  I  traosmit  to 
CoDgresB  certain  documents  relative  to  that  subject 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Unitid  Statu,  March  18, 1^94. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  Mr.  William  Smith, 
Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Hili^house,  Mr.  Venable,  and  Mr. 
Sherburne. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tjie  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union :  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  state  of  the 
Union  under  consideration,  but  come  to  no  resola* 
tion  thereupon. 

Wednbsdat,  March  19. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are 
necessary  to  be  made  in  the  aet  entitled  "  An  act 
to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir^nta 
Line,  on  Continental  Establishment,  to  obtain  titles 
to  certain  lands  lying  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
between  the  Little  Miami  and  Sciota ;"  and  that 
Mr.  Heatk,  Mr.  Nstlle,  and  Mr.  Orb,  be  the 
said  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "  Ao 
act  to  provide  a  Naval  Armament,**  with  several 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments ;  and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed 
to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  tbe  Chairman  re* 

Sorted  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  state  of  the 
fnion  under  consideration,  but  come  to  no  resola- 
tion  thereupon. 


Thursday,  March  20. 
A  memorial  of  Lewis  Garanger,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  his  brother,  Charles  Garaoger,  was 
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presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  aid 
and  patronage  of  Gongreas  in  the  completion  of 
certain  experiments  of  the  memorialists,  for  the 
establishment  of  military  manufactories,  for  im- 
prorements  in  the  arms  already  used,  and  for  the 
Adoption  of  such  others  as  may  he  necessary  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered^  That  the  aaid  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Hastliy,  Mr.  Daytok,  and  Mr.  Samubl 
Smith  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
aod  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions 
of  the  clerks  in  several  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments of  Government,  which  lay  on  the  table: 
Whereupon,  the  latter  part  of  the  said  report  being 
read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  George  Ttiylor  is 
reaaooable,  and  that,  as  a  further  compensation  ior  the 
datiei  of  hit  oOce,  he  ought  to  be  allowed  dollars 
if  eaeh  patent  for  Useful  Art%  A&,  iasuiog  from  the 
Department  of  State,  out  of  the  fees  paid  for  such  pa- 
tent: Prondedt  That  the  whole  of  such  allowance  shall 
not  exceed  •^—  dollars  annually." 

''Hist  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Andrew  Graydon 
is  reasooable,  and  that  his  salary  ought  to  be  made  the 
sune  with  that  allowed  to  other  chief  clerks  :** 

wa8;*on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed^to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered^  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  re- 
port as  relate  to  the  petitions  of  the  other  clerks 
in  the  Treasury  and  War  Departments  and  in  the 
Loan  Office  of  the  State  of  New  York,  be  recom- 
mitted to  Mr.  FiNDLBT,  Mr.  Swirr,  Mr.  Van 
Alliv,  Mr.  Caowaladkb,  and  Mr.  Cbristib. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  fixing  buoys  on  certain  rocks  lying  off 
the  harbor  of  New  London,  in  the  State  of  Conneo- 
ticQt,  and  in  Providence  river,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island:  Whereupon, 

^aolted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
t)e  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  fixed  on 
the  rocks  called  Blackledge,  or  Southwest  Ledge, 
Goshen  Reef,  Bartlet's  Reef,  and  Race  Rock,  off 
the  harbor  of  New  London,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, four  buoys,  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed 
hreke  hundred  dollars ;  and  to  fix  buoys  in  Pro- 
vidence river,  not  exceeding  ten  in  number,  In 
sach  places  as  he  may  judge  most  expedient,  and 
^  an  expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
luot  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Goit, 
Mr.  Bkx jAMni  Bourns,  and  Mr.  Cobb,  do  prepare 
tod  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ste- 
phen Psranque ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
^  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
^  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
nsd  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 


prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  encourage 
the  recruiting  service ;  and  that  Mr.  Ibvimb,  1&. 
CoBB,  and  Mr.  Sahubl  Shith,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  progress. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  **An 
act  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  certain  dis- 
tilled spirits  destroyed  by  fire;"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


Friday,  March  21. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  P^ 
ranque  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  petition  of  Jonathan  Jenkins,  of.  the  county 
of  Nantucket,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  a  repeal 
of  certain  letters  patent  granted  to  Benjamin  Fol- 
ger,  of  the  city  of  Hudson,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  as  the  original  discoverer  of  the  art  of  sepa- 
rating the  gross  matter  contained  in  common  whale 
oil,  and  afterwards  rendering  such  eross  matter  fit 
for  candles;  which  letters  patent  nave  been  ob- 
tained by  the  said  Benjamin  Folger  surreptitiously, 
and  from  false  suggestions. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Corrm,  Mr.  Holtbn,  and  Mr.  Murray; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  certain  distilled 
spirits  destroyed  by  fire,**  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Corr,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  provide  for  placing  bdoys  on  cer- 
tain rocks  off  the  harbor  of  New  London,  and  in 
Providence  riYer ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  King ;  and  that  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr.  Thatch- 
er,  and  Mr.  Cadwaladkr,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  *'  An  act  allowing  to  Major  General  La- 
fa  yctts  his  pay  and  emoluments  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States;'*  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
and  made  no  amendment  thereto.  The  said  bill 
was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  **  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  erecting  and  repairing  of 
arsenals  and  magazines,  and  for  other  purposes," 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House    proceeded    to    consider  the    said 

amendments:    Whereupon,  the  first  amendment 

being  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit:  Sec- 

I  tion  1,  strike  out  the  words  **  Stetes  South  of  the 
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riTer  Potomac, '^  and  insert  "Middle  and  Soatbern 
Stotes  :" 

Rewhed^  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
Baid  amendment 

Hesolved,  That  a  conference  be  desired  with  the 
Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  aU  the  amendments 

Proposed  to  the  said  bill ;  and  that  Mr.  Hartlkt, 
[r.  Irtink,  and  Mr.  Dearborn,  be  appointed  mana- 
gtrs  at  the  said  conference  on  the  part  of  this 
ouse. 

Mr.  BouDRfOT,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  whether  any,  and  what  alterations  or  amend- 
ments are,  in  their  opinion,  necessary  to  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Inyalid  Pen- 
sions,'* made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Monday  next 

The  Houde  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  ^be  Committee  had  had  the  state  of 
the  Union  under  consideration,  but  come  to  no 
resolution  thereupon. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  to  esta- 
blish the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States,  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  same ;  and  that  the  said  bill 
be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Tract, 
Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Dent, 
Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  McDowell,  Mr.  Hunter,  and 
Mr.  Dearborn. 


Monday,  March  24. 

John  Francis  Merger,  fh>m  Maryland,  appear- 
ed, produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  placing  buoys 
on  certain  rocks  off  the  Harbor  of  New  £ondon, 
and  in  Providence  river,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Salem,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  Con- 
cress  will  adopt  such  measures  as,  in  their  wis- 
dom, may  be  deemed  the  most  expedient  and  ef- 
fectual to  obtain  redress  for  the  vexations  and 
spoliations  committed  on  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  by  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain, 
under  the  authority  of  that  Government,  as  well 
by  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  other  foreign  coun- 
tries. Also,  a  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  to  the  same  effect 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  re- 
port whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are,  in 
their  opinion,  necessary  to  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence, 
bv  establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,**  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  reeved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 


ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  state  of  the 
Union  under  consideration,  and  come  to  a  resoTo- 
tion  thereupon  ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Euohedf  That  measures  ought  to  be  immediate' 
ly  taken  to  render  the  force  of  the  United  Sutea 
more  efficient 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolution  be  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Dkabbosr,  Mr. 
Jersmuh  Wadswortr,  Mr.  Datton,  Mr.  iRTurs, 
Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Locn^  and  Mr. 
Pickens. 

A  motion  being  made  and  seconded  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

**  i^^Ao/i^  That  a  select  oorps  of  militia  be  enrolled 
in  the  United  States ;  that  all  freemen  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms,  from  the  age  of to ,  compos  a  se- 
lect militia ;  and  that  they  be  armed  and  aceoutred  at 
the  general  expense. 

**  Betolved,  That  the  Bereral  States  diall  olBopr  the 
select  militia  aforesaid,  either  oiit  of  the  oflieers  o«f  tfas 
militia  now  cooMuissioDed,  or  sudi  other  persons  as  ihty 
may  tbmk  proper. 

^RtMolv^  That  the  said  select  militia  be  called  to- 
gether as  often  as  may  be  directed  by  the  I>gialatares 
of  the  seTeral  States,  not  exceeding  — >  days  io  ooe 
year ;  and,  for  the  time  they  are  so  called  out*  they 
shall  receire  the  same  pay  and  ratioas  as  the  troupe  of 
the  United  States. 

*'  Resolved,  That,  in  case  of  inrasion  or  insurrection, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  hare  the  power 
to  call  into  actoal  serrioe  such  portion  or  portioos  of 
the  select  militia  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the 
common  defence. 

**  Resolved,  That  no  select  militia  man  shaU  be  called 
into  actual  serTiee  for  more  than  one  year  f 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  committed  to 
the  committee  last  appointed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  transferring,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  jurisdiction  of  suits  and  offences 
fVom  the  District  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  assigning  certain  duties  in  respect 
to  invalid  pensions  to  the  Attorney  of  the  said 
District ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  bad  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow.  j 

Mr.  Irvine,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- ! 
sented  a  bill  to  encourage  the  recruiting  service ;  | 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 


Tuesday,  March  25. 

An  engrossed  bill  transferring,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  jurisdiction  of  suits  and  offences  from  the  Dis- 
trict to  the  Circuit  Court  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
assigning  certain  duties  in  respect  to  invalid  pen- 
sions, to  the  Attorney  of  the  said  District,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  in  the  towns 
of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  the  term  of  credit  allowed  by  law  for 
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payment  of  the  duties  imposed  on  articles  the 
•vth  or  manufiK^tore  of  the  West  India  Islands, 
ported  into  the  United  States. 
Ord^red^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
the  committee  appointed  to  report  whether  any, 
1  vhat,  alterations  or  amendments  are,  in  their 
nion,  necessary  to  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to 
;uUte  the  ooUection  of  the  duties  imposed  by 
r  on  fToods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
0  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
ressels  ;^  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
on, to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Gar- 
f  sod  others,  fishermen,  employed  in  the  flsh- 
( trade  in  the  town  of  Marblehead,  in  the  State 

)fa<«achasetts ;  and  of  William  Knight  and 
ifT^  owners  of  fishing  Tessels,  employed  in  the 
id  to«rn  of  Marblehead,  which  lay  on  the  table, 

referred  to  Mr.  Ltxak,  Mr.  Winoatb,  and  Mr. 
iins\  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
d  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
the  House. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

USIDBNT  OF  THK  UNITED  StATBS  : 

taiimen  of  tht  Senate,  and  ^ 

of  the  Mouse  of  BepreaenitUivu : 

^  two  Letters  which  I  now  forward  to  Congress, 
tre  writtoi  hy  a  Consat  of  the  United  States,  and 
attiQ  iafonnation  which  will  probably  be  thought  to 
iqaire  some  pecuniary  proTisioit 

Q.  WASHINGTON. 
UsniD  Srini,  March  25,  1794. 

4 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
tdered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Leb,  Mr.  Kittbka,  and 
(r.  Pack;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
(  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
in, to  tbe  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
Mt  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  conference  de- 
nnd  by  this  House,  on  the  subject-matter  of  tbe 
unendiDents  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
0  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
'luting  and  repairing  of  arsenals  and  magazines, 
u^  for  other  purposes;**  and  have  appointed  ma- 
^ws  at  the  said  conference  on  their  part  The 
»n»te  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
» authorize  the  PaasEDBirr  or  tbb  Unitbd  States, 
A  certain  cases,  to  alter  the  place  for  holding  a 
^^m  of  Congress.** 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
» come  to  the  following  resolution : 

*  Attrfwd;  Ihat  provision  be  made  by  law  to  pro- 

JJK  for  a  term  not  exceeding days,  all  trade 

^  the  United  SUtes  to  the  American  Territories,  or 
*Py*^«nc»e8  of  any  European  nation. 

jTu  prohibit,  for  a  like  term«  the  ezporUtiooof  all 
IJ^H  the  growth  or  product  of  the  West  Indies,  out 
^  the  United  States;  and  to  provide  that  no  ship  or 
^^l  be  cleared  out  from  any  port  or  diiitrict  within  the 
Uniied  States,  till  bonds,  with  sufficient  surety,  be  given 
l^the  pmper  officer  of  the  Customs,  lo  a  sum  equal  to 
^  vbule  vslue  of  the  cargo  on  hoard  such  ship  or  ves- 
'^  conditioned  that  the  same  shall  not  be  landed  at 
ujr  of  the  places  prohibited  by  Uw ;  and  that  certifi- 


cates of  the  landing  at' some  ether  place  be  prodoeed 
in  a  given  time. 

*"niatthe  President  of  the  United  States  be  author- 
ised to  take  off  the  said  prohibitions,  if  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  not  be  in  aessioo ;  and  that  he  be  further  au- 
thorised, at  any  time  during  their  next  recess,  to  lay  an 
embargo  on  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States^ 
or  on  any  fureisTi  snips  or  veraels  in  tbe  ports  or  har- 
bors of  the  Uutcd  States,  or  both ;  and  to  pnihibit  the 
exportation  of  any  of  the  products  of  the  United  States^ 
or  of  any  other  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  to  such 
Kingdnro  or  Country  as  he  mav  judge  necessary :  Pro- 
ift<M  That  such  embargo  shall  not  oootimie  for  a  long* 
er  term  than at  anv  one  time." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  immedi- 
ately. 

The  House,  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  » 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  tbe  said  reso- 
lution ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  bad  had  the 
said  resolution  under  consideration,  and  made  an 
amendment  thereto;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  then  the  said  resolution,  being  further 
amended  at  the  Clerk*s  table,  was,  on  the  Question 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  rollows: 

*'  Retolved,  by  the  Senate  and  HautB  of  XejpretnU- 
aiwei  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congrtee 
aessmftMd^  That  an  embargo  be  laid  on  all  ships  and 
vessels  in  the  ports  of  tbe  United  States  bound  to  any 
foreign  port  or  place,  for  the  term  of  thirty  days,  and 
that  no  clearances  be  furnished  during  that  time  to  any 
ship  or  vessel  bound  to  such  foreign  port  or  place,  ex- 
cept ships  or  vessels  under  the  immemate  directions  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be  authorised  to  give  such 
instructions  to  the  Revenue  Officers  of  the  United 
States,  as  shall  appear  best  adapted  for  carrying  the 
said  resolution  into  full  effect." 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  canj 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

Reeolned,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  a  state  of  iaots,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  relative  to  a  scttiement  made 
by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  certain  claims 
against  the  United  States,  and  paid  by  her  to  indi- 
▼iduals  ol  that  State,  which  it  is  suggested  would 
have  been  allowed  under  the  act  of  tbe  twenty- 
seventh  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nhiety-dne,  entitled  **  An  act  providing  for  the 
settlement  of  the  cUims  of  persons  under  particular 
circumstances,  barred  bv  the  limitations  heretofore 
established,**  if  they  had  been  presented  by  the  in- 
dividuals themselves. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  HnLHoroi,  Mr.  Btotrirr,  and 
Mr.  Irvini,  be  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 


WsntiBsnAT,  March  26. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *' An  act 
to  authorise  the  FRttronrr  or  tbs  Unitbd 
States,  in  certain  cases,  to  alter  the  place  of  hold- 
ing a  session  of  Congress,'*  was  read  twice,  and 
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cominitted  to  a  committee  of  the  Whole  House 
immediately. 

The  House  resoWed  itself  into  the  said  Com- 
mittee; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no  amend- 
ment thereto.  The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  establish  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States,  reported 
an  amendatory  bill^  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

A  message  firom  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House  for  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  or 
vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  bound  to 
any  foreign  port  or  place,  for  the  term  of  thirty 
days,  with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ment, and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  limiting  the  time  for  presenting  claims  for  de- 
stroyed certificates  of  certain  descriptions,^  with 
seTeral  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  certain  alterations 
in  the  act  for  establishing  the  Judicial  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  and  altering  the  time  and 
place  of  holding  certain  Courts ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported progress. 

Mr.  Lbb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Message  from  the  PaBsmsNT  or  thk 
UviTBD  Statis,  of  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  en- 
closing two  Letters  from  Fulwar  Skipwith,  Con- 
sul of  the  United  States  at  Martinique,  made  a 
report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  continuing  and  regulating  em- 
bargoes in  the  United  States,  and  that  Mr.  Dexter, 
Mr.  MuEEAT,  and  Mr.  Goodhue,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Heath,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  or 
amendments  are,  in  their  opinion,  necessary  to  the 
act,  entitied  '<  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  ContinenUl  Esta- 
blishment, to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Littie 
Miami  and  Sciota,**  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

JBaolved^  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  fif- 
teen members,  be  appointed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  or  what,  further  or  other  revenues  are  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  public  credit ;  and  if  further 
revenues  are  necessary,  to  report  the  ways  and 
means : 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Wil- 


LiAK  Smtth,   Mr.  Bemjamin  Bouskk,  Mr.  Gboi 
Mr.  Ore,  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Chi 
Mr.   FiTZsixoNs,    Mr.  Boddinot,  Mr.  Watts, 
Tract,  Mr.  Israel  Smith,  Mr.  Ambs^  Mr.  Gi 
and  Mr.  Latimer. 

[In  the  debate  on  the  above  resolution. 
Page  objected  to  such  application,  as  bei 
more  exceptionable  than  e?en  a  direct  call  on 
Secretary  for  a  report  on  the  Ways  and  Mf 
according  to  a  former  practice  of  the  House; 
althoueh  he  looked  upon  such  application  (1 
more  than  once  had  told  the  House  so)  as  unc 
stitutional — ^beine  in  fact  a  call  on  the  Ezecotit 
to  originate  a  subject  which  the  ConsUtatioo 
bids  even  the  Senate  to  originate— and  viewed 
as  an  abandonment  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
House  by  the  Constitution ;  and  as  eatabUsbiog 
dangerous  precedent,  which  might,  in  time, 
der  the  very  existence  of  that  House  unneceMsaryj 
since  it  might  appear,  that  an  officer  appointed 
the  President,  with  the  consent  of  the  Sei 
and  removable  bv  the  President  alone,  had  dc 
all  the  essential  business  of  the  House  of  Repi 
sentatives;  notwithstanding  I  view  such  applt 
tion  to  the  Secretary  in  this  light,  said  he,  I 
rather  it  should  be  made  by  the  House  than  br 
committee  directed  to  receive  it ;  for,  if  the 
tary's  Report  be  laid  before  this  House  in  the 
instance,  it  may  be  supposed  to  meet  with  il 
unbiassed  examination,  which  gentiemen  tell 
this  House  is  capable  of  giving  it ;  but  if  it  is  t^ 
be  ushered  in,  with  the  solemnity  of  such  a  re| 
spectable  introduction  as  that  which  a  coromitt«% 
of  fifteen  members  must  give  it ;  and  is  also  to  bt. 
supported  by  the  vote  and  recommendation  of  that 
committee,  which,  too,  firom  the  Pariiamentiiy 
usage  of  opponents  of  the  committees,  ought  to  be 
composed  of  members  who  had  moved  for,  and  sap- 
ported  the  motion  for  calling  on  the  Secretarf 
for  his  opinion,  (and  members  have  already  de» 
clared,  that  they  look  upon  him  as  the  only  per- 
son  qualified  to  direct  their  judgment  in  a  ques- 
tion concerning  finance,)  it  must  be  evident  that 
eveiy  objection  which  has  ever  been  made  to  re- 
ceiving such  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasuiy  must  oe  doubly  increased.  If  we  hare 
found  it  extremely  difficult  to  get  rid  of  some  of 
his  ways  and  means,  when  unaided  bv  a  commit- 
tee, much  more  difficulty  should  we  have  to  en- 
counter, if  it  should  be  necessary  to  attack  those 
plans  when  aided  by  their  powerful  support  I 
wish  to  leave  our  committee  to  the  exercise  of 
their  own  unbiassed  judgments ;  and  trust,  if  they 
should  want  information,  they  will  know  where  to 
apply  for  it;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  will  furnish  such  as  they  may 
think  proper  to  ask  for ;  but,  as  for  his  systems  of 
finance,  it  is  enough  that  he  is  authorised  bj  the 
law,  (so  often  appealed  to,)  to  prepare  and  lay 
them  before  Congress ;  but  it  is  too  much  to  re- 
quire of  him  to  do  that  which  is  the  Constitutional 
business  of  this  House ;  especially,  too,  when  so 
much  has  already  been  requirea  of  him:  leave 
him  at  liberty  to  attend  fully  to  the  inquiries 
which  your  other  committee  has  been  directed  to 
call  for.    I  confess,  sir,  I  never  disoorered  any 
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antages  which  ooald  be  derived  from  ftny  of  his 
orts  to  this  House,  as  to  systems  of  finance,  or 
STajs  and  Means ;  indeed,  those  of  the  form- 
irhich  we  have  adopted,  were  unnecessarily 
iplicmted,  and  by  no  means  adapted  to  the  ge- 
3  and  interest  of  our  infant  Republic;  and,  per- 
jS)  some  of  the  latter  were  as  exceptionable, 
ten  applied  to,  at  the  last  session,  for  the  means 
raiding  about  forty  thousand  dollars,  the  Secre- 
f  reported,  that  it  was  necessary  to  la^  a  tax  of 
t  dollar  on  every  wheel  of  certain  carnages,  and 
same  tax  on  certain  horses;  and  extraordi- 
J  as  this  proposition  was,  but  for  a  circum- 
nee  which  interrupted  the  subject,  it  was  in  a 
'  way  of  being  pressed  upon  the  House,  instead 
recommending  an  additional  tonnage,  or  a  sale 
iands  belonging  to  the  United  States — a  sure  and 
x)uate  resource — the  most  obvious  means  of 
BDg,  not  only  that  sum,  but  almost  any  sum  we 
)  want  The  Secretary  resorted,  to  the  astonish- 
nt  of  many  of  our  constituents,  to  the  strange 
Eans  just  mentioned.  Sir,  I  think  that,  without 
e  Secretary's  assistance,  the  committee  may,  in 
angle  day,  devise  the  necessary  ways  and  means. 
It,  if  that  all- wise,  only  skillful  financier,  must 
resorted  to,  let  us  call  for  his  aid,  let  us  receive 
s  report  here,  and  not  say,  that  it  is  from  a  spirit 
accommodation,  now  proposed,  that  our  commit- 
e  shall  call  for  one,  and  lay  it  before  this  House-* 
r  this  mode  of  introducing  a  report,  of  such  a  na- 
re,  surely  cannot  be  called  accommodating  it  to 
«  wishes  of  those  who  object  to  such  reports, 
ken  unaided  by  the  influence  and  weight  of  a 
oamittee.] 

Tbursdat,.  March  27. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchants,  mariners,  and 
tben^  citizens  of  the  towns  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
iooth,  and  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  the  State 
r  Virginia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
raying  that  Congress  will  adopt  such  measures 
ii  in  their  wisdom,  may  be  deemed  most  expedi- 
at  and  efiectual  to  obtain  redress  for  the  vexa- 
io&s  and  spoliations  committed  on  the  commerce 
f  the  United  States,  by  the  subjects  of  Qreat 
iritain,  under  the  authoritv  of  that  Government, 
ad  by  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  other  foreign 
jonntrieai 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  commit- 
ed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
itate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Habtlet,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
he  part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  conference 
rith  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
niendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
^  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
erecting  and  repairing  of  arsenals  and  magazines, 
ud  for  other  purposes,*'  made  a  report  Where- 
upon, 

Rttolttd^  That,  instead  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate  to  the  first  section  of  the  said 
vdl,  the  said  first  section  be  amended,  by  striking 
out  from  the  word  *'  stores,"  in  the  second  line,  to 
the  word  ••  Provid^''  in  the  eighth  line,  and  in- 
■erting,  m  lieu  thereof  the  words  following,  to 


wit :  "  There  shall  be  established,  under  the  direc* 
tion  of  the  President  op  the  United  States,  three 
or  four  arsenals,  with  magazines,  as  he  shall  judge 
most  expedient,  in  such  places  as  will  best  accom- 
modate the  different  parts  of  the  United  States ; 
either  or  both  of  the  arsenals  heretofore  used  at 
Springfield  and  Carlisle  to  be  continued  as  part  of 
the  said  number,  at  his  discretion.*' 

Beiohed^  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendments  to  the  third  and  sixth  sections  of  the 
said  bill. 

Betohedy  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  all  the 
other  amendments  to  the  said  bill. 

NATIONAL  DEPENCa 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  to  whom  it 
was  referred  to  report  the  means  of  rendering  the 
foroe  of  the  United  States  more  efficient,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  commit^ 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of 
the  Union. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  report  the 
means  of  rendering  the  force  of  the  United  States 
more  efficient,  after  mature  and  deliberate  considera- 
tion, have  unanimously  agreed  to  report  to  the  House 

.   the  following  resolutions  as  proper  to  be  adopted : 

1.  Reaolved^  That  effectual  measures  ought  to  be 
adopted  to  complete  the  present  Military  Establish- 
ment uf  the  United  States,  and  that  provision  ought  to 
be  made  that  the  same  may  be  kept  full. 

2.  JUtolved,  ThuB  an  additional  corps  of  artillery,  not 
to  exceed  eight  hundred  men,  officers  included,  and  also 
including  one  Chief  and  four  Assistant  Engineers,  ought 
to  be  raised,  for  garrisoning  the  fortifications  which  are, 
or  may  be,  erected  for  the  defence  of  the  sea  coasts. 

8.  keMolved,  That  the  President  be  authorised  and 
empowered  to  call  on  the  Executives  of  the  several 
States  to  take  effectual  measures,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
to  organize  and  hold  in  readiness  to  march,  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning,  eighty  thousand  effective  Militia,  (offi- 
cers included,)  to  £  apportioned  to  the  States,  respect- 
ively, in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  white  in- 
habitants; that  is  to  say — 


Georgia 

-      1,888 

Soutli  Carolina 

8,660 

North  Carolina 

-      7,881 

Kentucky 

1,689 

Virginia 

-    11,877 

Maryland 

-      6,418 

Delaware 

-      1,268 

Pennsylvania 
New  Jersey 

-     10,788 

-      4,818 

New  Tork 

-      7,971 

Vermont 

-      2,129 

Connecticut 

-      6,881 

Rhode  Inland 

-      1.697 

Massachusetts 

.    11.886 

New  Hampshire 

8,644 

Total     - 

-     80,000 

Which  detachment  of  Militia  shall  be  officered  out 
of  the  present  Militia  officer^  or  others,  at  the  option 
and  discretion  of  the  Constitutional  authority  of  the 
States,  respectively. 

4.  Bnotved,  That  any  independent  corps  of  cavalry, 
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artillery,  or  infkntry,  mav  be  accepted  as  part  of 
the  laid  detadiment  of  Militia,  provided  thej  ahall  toU 
vntarily  en^aiD^e,  and  provided  the  same  ehall  be 
deem^  eligible  bj  the  rresideot 
•  5.  Reaolvedt  That  the  Preeident  be  desired  to  request 
the  Ezecutiyes  of  the  several  States  to  take  effectual 
care  that  the  meo  detached  as  aforesaid  be  armed  and 
equipped  according  to  law. 

A.  ke9olvedt  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  organizing  and  raising  a  military  force,  under 
the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
to  consist  of rank  and  file,  with  the  proper  offi- 
cers, to  serve  for  the  term  of years,  or  during  a 

war  which  may  break  out  between  the  tJmted  States 
and  any  foreign  European  Power ;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent be  authorized  to  take  the  measures  necessary  for 
raising  the  same :  Prcmded,  That  no  such  measures  be 
taken  by  the  Executive  until  war  shall  be  actually 
commenced  between  the  United  States  and  some  €»- 
feign  European  Power. 

SEQUESTRATION  OP  BBITTSH  DEBTS. 

Mr.  Datton  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

'*  Refolwd^  That  provision  ouffht  to  be  made,  by  law, 
for  the  sequestration  of  all  the  debts  due  from  the  citi- 
seas  of  the  United  States  to  the  subjects  of  the  Emg 
of  Great  Britain. 

*<  Besolvedy  That  provision  ought,  in  like  manner,  to 
be  made  for  securing  the  payment  of  all  such  debts  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  there  to  be  held  as 
a  pledge  for  the  indemnification  of  such  of  the  eitizens 
of  the  said  States  as  shall  have  suffered  from  the  diips 
of  war,  privateers,  or  firom  anj  person,  or  description 
of  persons,  acting  under  the  commission  or  authority  of 
the  British  King,  in  oontrovention  of  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions, and  in  violatioQ  of  the  rights  of  neutrality. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolutions  be  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  immedi- 
•telj. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  said 
Committee. 

Mr.  Datton  then  rose  in  support  of  his  proposi- 
tions. When  he  brought  them  forward  he  did  not 
accompany  them,  (he  said,)  with  many  observtr 
tions,  because  he  was  then  laboring  under  indis- 
position. The  same  cause  would  render  him  Yery 
concise  now. 

The  injuries  and  insults  we  have  suffered  from 
Great  Britain,  he  conceived,  need  not  be  dwelt 
upon.  They  are  well  known,  and  it  is  universal- 
ly acknowledged  that  we  ought  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  would  screen  us  from  a  repetition  of 
them,  and  secure  to  us  reparation.  The  resolu- 
tions he  had  brought  forwud  he  intended  as  part 
of  that  system  of  defence  and  preservation,  other 
portions  of  which  had  already  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  House.  These  resolutions,  he  con- 
ceived, would  not  be  the  least  efficient  part  of  that 
system. 

He  believed  that,  when  the  conduct  of  Great  Bri- 
tain is  reviewed,  it  would  be  found  that  it  is  trea- 
ting their  subjects  with  great  lenity  to  speak  of  se- 
aaestration  only ;  we  should  be  warranted  in  con- 
nscating,  (or  they  have  sobjeoted  our  property  to 
condemnation,  without  an  appearance  of  an  inten- 
tion to  indemnify. 

As  to  restitution  of  the  property  of  which  we 
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have  beten  plundered  on  the  high  aeas,  it 
possible.    It  is  condemned,  sold,  and  scattered, 
no  hope  can  be  entertained  that  they  intend  to 
deinnify  our  suffering  dtixenSb    If  it  hmd  been  ' 
intention  to  indemnify,  their  Coort,  in  explaosi 
of  the  instruction  of  the  6th  of  NoFember,  w< 
not  have  given  orders  to  condemn  vess^  det 
in  su9penSe  in  the  West  Indies  until  that  dQ< 
tion  was  received. 

Since,  then,  restitution  is  impossible,  and 
shadow  of  hiioe  exists  that  indemnificmtion  wiB 
granted:  we  nave  only  to  determine  whether 
shall  give  up  the  property  of  which  we  have ' 
plundered,  or  claim  it  with  efihct— ^laim  it,  and^ 
force  the  claim,  by  showing  that  we  have  the  vu 
of  retaliation  within  our  power. 

After  the  proceedings  of  the  British  towards 
he  believed,  we  should  have  been  warranted 
confiscating  the  property  now  propoeed  to  be 
questered,  without  negotiation.  This  would 
been  meting  to  them  as  they  meted  to  us.  If  il 
questration  is  hostility,  as  he  had  heard  it  eslkl 
what,  he  asked,  is  condemnation?  Besides,  thj 
have  impressed  American  dtisens  into  their  aii 
vice.  We  have  reason  to  believe,  (he  cenelodtfd  ■ 
remarking,)  from  the  negotiation  of  our  Minisl4 
with  Lord  Grenville,  from  private  informadoo  dl 
the  tables  of  Congress,  and  from  the  conduct  41 
some  of  their  officers  high  in  command,  that  l| 
make  war  on  us  is  part  of  their  system. 

Mr.  S»  SifrrH  said  he  always  bad  wished  ft| 
peace,  as  the  first  desideratum.  With  th^  yne^ 
agreeably  to  the  vrise  recommendation  of  the  Pb» 
sinsNT,  he  agreed  to  those  measures  cakralatedli 
put  the  country  in  a  posture  of  defence.  Tbil 
was  the  best  mode  of  securing  peace.  With  the 
same  view,  he  proposed  an  embargo  to  be  liid, 
which  would  have  drawn  to  our  ports  the  remaoD' 
der  of  our  maritime  possessions,  and  have  left 
them  no  longer  within  the  grasp  of  a  nation  whosi 
only  rule  of  right  is  the  measure  of  her  power., 
He  still  wished,  as  long  as  a  shadow  of  hope  ex- 
ists, to  secure  the  blessings  of  peace.  With  the 
resolutions  now  offered,  he  was  of  opinion  that  W6| 
might  yet  have  peace ;  but,  without  them,  we  shaSi 
certainly  have  war.  They  will  arrest  twenty! 
millions  of  dollars  in  our  hands,  as  a  fund  to  re-| 
imburse  the  three  or  four  millions  which  we  havej 
been  stripped  of  by  that  piratical  nation,  Great  | 
Britain,  according  to  the  instructions  of  that  King| 
of  Sea  Robbers — that  Leviathan,  which  aims  ati 
swallowing  all  that  floats  on  the  ocean — ^that  mon-j 
ster,  whose  only  law  is  power,  and  who  neiiherj 
respects  the  rights  of  nations  nor  the  property  of 
individuals!  This  character  the  nation  he  had 
mentioned  had  long  deserved.  Many  proofs  might' 
be  cited  in  support  of  the  assertion.  He  would; 
only  refer  to  their  concuct  at  St.  Eustatia,  when 
they  robbed  their  allies,  the  Dutch,  and  their  Ge- 
nerals and  Admirals  turned  vendue-masters,  and 
conducted  the  plundering,  to  collect  rewards  far 
their  exploits.  Is  it  from  such  a  nation  (he  asked) 
that  we  are  to  hope  for  justice  ?  They  know  not  what 
justice  is.  It  is  said  that  they  showed  their  love 
of  justice  when  they  so  liberally  compensated  the 
Tories  after  their  war  with  us.    Though  they  de- 
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e  traitors,  yet  self-interest  will  lead  them  to 
ml  the  treachery,  to  encourage  a  principle 
ch  may  again  be  useful  to  them.  Self-interest, 
I,  and  not  justice,  actuated  them  on  that  as  on 
7  other  oecasion. 

<et  MA  pass  the  resolutions,  then  send  an  Envoy 
Great  Britaiii,  and  we  shall  have  peace.  We 
il  then  be  able  to  speak  to  them  of  their  inte- 
.  But  if  war  should  be  the  ineyitable  issue, 
ericans,  he  was  sure,  would  meet  it  like  men, 
ler  than  submit  to  insult  and  suffer  the  honor 
he  country  to  be  prostrated, 
f  we  were  able,  while  in  infancy  as  a  nation,  to 
ert  oar  rights,  will  it  be  said,  that,  now  we  have 
ived  at  a  state  of  manhood,  we  shall  fear  them  7 
!  Our  young  men  bum  for  an  opportunity  to 
end  the  libertyt  rights,  and  property  of  their 
intry.  They  will  step  out  as  one,  and  meet  the 
snt  like  men. 

He  read  a  quotation  from  VatUly  to  show  that 
wtion  has  a  right  to  pay  her  citizens  for  losses 
licted  by  another  nation,  contrary  to  right,  by 
D&scating  the  property  belonging  to  the  citizens 
that  nation.  The  tie  of  interest,  he  concluded 
^  remarking,  is  the  strongest  tie  we  have  upon 
reat  Britain.  Let  us  pass  the  resolutions,  and 
at  nation  will  never  again  give  us  cause  to  pass 
nilar  ones.  The  people  out  of  doors  will  say  that 
e  have  done  right  The  nations  of  Europe  will 
joice  to  see  this  Power,  which  is  committing  de- 
flations on  all  nations  humbled.  The  resolutions, 
)  observed,  do  not  regard  the  property  in  the 
lodis.  To  touch  this  is  not  one  of  the  means  of 
(taliatton  warranted  by  the  Law  of  Nations.  Pub- 
c  coDtracts  should  be  sacred. 
Mr.  BocDiNOT  said,  he  had  not  intended  to  take 
irt  in  the  debate  at  this  early  stage  of  it;  but 
rhat  had  fallen  from  the  member  last  up,  con- 
inccd  him  that  the  House  should  not  go  into  a 
oasideration  of  the  sulject  at  this  time.  It  should 
)e  considered  with  coobiess,  and  all  passions  put 
wt  of  the  question* 

No  doubt  we  have  a  right  to  make  reprisals,  as 
itt  Legislature  has  a  right  to  declare  war ;  but  he 
loobted  whether  the  United  States,  in  their  pre- 
lent  situation,  would  find  it  their  interest  to  go 
into  such  measures.      The  authority  read  from 
yaitd  by  the  member  last  up,  he  observed,  made 
tgaiost  that  member^s  opinion.     VatUl  expressly 
ajs  that  reprisals  should  not  be  made  on  property 
i&trosted  to  public  faith.    The  debts  of  British 
siibjects  here  are  in  that  predicament     He  had 
hetrd  that  gentleman,  not  long  since,  with  plea- 
sure, expatiate  with  warmth  on  the  advantages 
of  credit,  especially  to  this  country.    Should  that 
credit  be  destroyed,  (he  asked,)  by  destroying  the 
confidence  of  foreigners  in  our  &ith  ?    But,  even 
if  this  retaliation  is  lawful,  will  it  be  the  interest 
<^f  the  citizens,  or  rather  of  the  Glovemment,  to 
^  such  a  step  at  the  present  time  ?     We  have 
Qo  doubt  been  cruelly  treated ;  but  have  we  made 
proper  application  for  redress,  and  received  an 
v>&ver?    We  should  first  send  a  special  Envoy, 
ud  iogjst  on  an  immediate  answer.    This  would 
^  the  mode  of  securing  peace ;  at  least,  it  offers 
the  best  chance  of  securing  it 


The  aggressions  on  our  commerce  made  by 
Great  Britain  are  no  doubt  enough  to  rouse  any 
Americanos  feelings;  but  the  Legislature  ought 
not  to  be  swayed  by  passions ;  they  should  discuss 
the  subject  calmly  and  deliberately.  He  hoped 
the  Committee  would  rise  and  allow  time,  at  least, 
to  take  the  necessary  measures  of  defence;  for, 
could  the  Legislature  justify  to  their  constituents 
this  step  of  retaliation,  should  immediate  hostili- 
ties, warlike  hostilities,  be  the  consequence?  To 
justify  a  measure  of  this  kind  time  should  be  given 
for  the  defensive  system  adopted  to  be  carried  into 
operation. 

Mr.  Mbrcbr  next  spoke.  He  owned  the  mea* 
sures  proposed  appeared  to  him  great  and  mo- 
mentous, and,  had  he  any  powers  of  declamation, 
he  should  think  it  improper  to  give  loose  to  them 
on  a  question  of  this  kind.  We  should  weigh  well 
our  interest,  examine  carefully  the  situation  in 
which  we  stand,  and  determine  calmly  where  we 
shall  place  our  next  step.  The  proposition  is  to 
arrest,  not  to  confiscate,  the  debts  due  to  British 
subjects.  From  his  recollection  of  the  positions 
established  by  the  best  jurisprudence  writers,  no 
doubt  remained  in  his  mind  that  we  have  a  clear 
right  to  secure  to  ourselves  reparation  in  that  way, 
and,. in  our  predicament,  confiscation  even  would 
be  warranted,  and  by  a  point  as  firmly  established 
as  any  principle  which  has  the  general  practice  of 
nations  for  a  basis. 

One  of  the  latest  writers  on  National  Law^ 
{Binkenhoek)  is  of  opinion  that  debts  are  proper- 
ty, as  well  as  anything  else,  and  sees  no. reason 
why  they  should  not,  as  well  as  other  kinds  of 
property,  be  seized  to  secure  indemnity  for  inju- 
ries. This  is  the  opinion  of  WolfitL$,  of  VatUl^ 
Qrotiu^  and  of  his  commentators.  He  could  go 
on  with  a  long  list  of  authorities,  and  refer  to  ac- 
tual treaties  to  show  that  it  has  been  the  practice 
of  nationa  Having  established  the  right,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  expediency  of  the  proposi- 
tions. Gentlemen,  he  hoped,  did  not  wish  that 
we  should  make  a  solemn  declaration  of  war  be-: 
fore  we  acted.  This  is  no  longer  the  custom 
among  nations.  It  would  be  a  pompous  display 
of  candor  which  no  longer  exists.  Has  any  nation 
in  the  present  European  war,  premised  their  ope- 
rations by  a  declaration  ?  No ;  their  first  step  was 
to  do  all  the  injury  in  their  power  to  their  ene- 
mies. Then,  we  having  taken  what  steps  will 
best  tend  to  our  security,  and  give  us  the  best  hold 
of  our  enemy,  let  us  not,  however,  lose  sight  of  a 
settlement  by  negotiation.  Let  us  show  mankind 
that  peace  is  our  first  wish.  When  we  are  thus 
prepared,  let  us  9tep  forward  to  an  amicable  nego- 
tiation. Let  us  call  on  the  Executive  to  send  for- 
ward some  proper  person  to  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  to  assure  them  that  we  have  a  high  sense 
of  the  injury  done  us ;  that  we  have  it  in  our  power 
to  resent  it,  but  wish  to  see  the  difference  settled 
by  receiving  an  indemnification.  We  shall  thus 
make  it  their  interest  as  well  as  duty  to  allow 
it  This  he  conceived  to  be  the  line  of  con- 
duct we  should  adopt,  if  we  wished  to  preserve 
the  Western  Hemisphere  from  the  scourges  that 
desolate  the  Old  World.    By  some  such  measure 
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M  that  proposed,  we  should  make  their  motiTes 
for  peace  more  weighty,  and  we  should  give  assu- 
rances of  our  amicable  disposition,  by  showing  that 
all  we  wish  is  a  just  compensation. 

In  a  matter  of  this  kind,  he  was  sensible  of  the 
danger  of  precipitation.  The  best  mode  of  arrest- 
ing the  property  proposed  should  be  calmly  weigh- 
ed. He  believed  that  something  like  the  proposi- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  before 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee — a  stop 
to  all  transfers  of  British  property — would  be  pro- 
per as  a  preliminary  step. 

He  concluded  with  some  observations  on  the 
respect  which  nations,  however  weak,  will  com- 
mand from  their  superiors  in  strength,  by  showing 
that  they  will  not  suffer  imposition,  by  joining 
heart  and  hand  in  defence  of  their  rights.  This 
spirit,  he  was  sure,  animates  Americans,  and  now 
their  power  is  better  able  to  keep  pace  with  that 
spirit  than  when  we  humbled  that  nation.  At 
that  time  we  were  in  our  infancy — ^an  infancy  by 
no  means  thriving  under  the  trammels  of  the  mo- 
ther country — and,  when  they  turned  us  adrift, 
and  began  their  hostile  spoliations,  they  carried 
with  them  all  our  means  of  defence;  but  now, 
thank  Providence,  we  have  spirit  and  power  to 
defend  ourselves.  If  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Smith]  would  modify  his  proposition, 
and  make  the  term  thirty  days,  it  should  have 
his  assent  in  preference  to  that  now  before  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  the  pro- 
position he  had  read  before  the  House  went  into 
Committee  was  in  the  nature  of  an  embargo  on 
debts,  securing  them  from  transfer  until  the  neces* 
sity  of  sequestering  them  more  plainly  appeared. 
The  proposition  did  not  then  appear  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  House.  When  the  Committee  should 
rise  he  would  again  bring  it  forward.  The  ques- 
tion now  before  the  Committee  is  whether  they 
will  agree  to  a  sequestration  of  British  debts. 
He  wished  this  object  had  not  been  coupled  with 
the  indemnification  to  our  own  citizens,  because 
it  is  fairer  to  decide  each  question  upon  its  own 
merits.  That  part  of  the  resolutions  which  con- 
templates an  indemnification  may  give  a  weight  to 
the  first  part  which  it  might  not  intrinsically  de- 
serve. 

Ho  made  some  observations  on  the  propriety  of 
cool  deliberation  on  the  present  important  subject 
The  passions  should  be  banished,  and  calm  reason 
more  than  ever  courted.  It  requires  all  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Legislative  body  now  to  combine  our 
national  honour  with  our  national  safety.  He  had 
doubts  on  the  propriety  of  the  resolutions  proposed, 
but  acknowledged  that  the  arguments  used  in  their 
favor  had  great  weight  in  his  mind.  If  the  situa- 
tion of  this  country  be  compared  with  that  of 
other  commercial  nations,  the  propriety  of  some- 
thing like  the  present  resolutions  would  appear 
more  evident  When  other  commercial  nations 
wish  to  quarrel  with  us,  their  navies  enable  them 
to  seize  our  vessels,  and  we  cannot  retaliate  in  the 
same  way.  Then  we  must  fly  to  such  means  of 
retaliation  as  are  in  our  power.  If  they  take  our 
property  of  one  description,  and  we  cannot  lay  our 


hands  upon  the  same  kind,  we  must  take  anj 
theirs  within  our  reach.  This  reasoning  hu, 
doubt,  great  force ;  but  the  sacrednesa  with  v 
the  modem  usages  of  nations  has  shielded  d 
is  a  great  bar  to  our  jproceeding  in  the  p 
case.  Contracts  between  individoals  are 
considered  as  out  of  the  reach  of  Govemm 
and  it  is  the  modem  usage  not  to  meddle 
them.  In  the  beginning  of  onr  late  war,  d 
were  not  confiscated.  The  State  of  South  C 
lina,  though  certainly  not  wanting  provoca 
while  confiscating  all  other  property,  left 
untouched,  under  the  idea  that  private  con 
are  sacred.  But  this,  in  a  case  of  war,  and  o 
necessity,  might  be  overlooked  ;  bat  if  we  are 
in  a  state  of  'war,  perhaps  meddling  with  pri 
contracts  might  provoke  it  Credit  is  certai 
important  to  this  country.  We  should  con 
how  far  the  operation  of  the  resolutions  pro; 
would  give  a  shock  to  it  Besides,  thej  m 
have  a  tendency  to  involve  us  in  future 
We  shall  yet  long  be  under  the  necessitj  of 
ceiving  certain  supplies  from  Europe,  and  si 
have  debtors  among  us  for  those  supplies.  Tb 
debtors  may  at  any  time,  when  the  burden  wei?h 
heavy,  think  of  easing  it  by  fomenting  dissensioQ 
with  the  foreign  creditor  nation,  in  expectatid 
that  a  confiscation  of  the  debts  may  be  an  effed 
It  is  true  that,  in  such  a  case,  they  will  not  be  ex 
onerated.  But  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  G« 
vernment  to  whom  the  debts  would  be  transferrM 
could  prosecute  the  recovery  of  them  with  as  mua 
ardor  as  an  individual. 

The  gentleman  last  up  had  relied  on  the  ad 
thority  of  ancient  and  modem  jurists.  Soou 
among  this  class  of  writers  warrant  putting  pnj 
soners  to  death — a  principle  which  modem  cua 
tom  has  put  a  stop  to.  They  also,  it  is  true,  wan 
rant  the  confiscation  of  debts;  but  Burhmam 
says  this  is  not  the  practice  of  modem  naM 
None,  or  very  few  trifling  examples  can  be  c\id 
he  believed,  of  a  departure  from  this  principle,  ij 
modem  times,  among  nations  where  commerce  i^ 
cherished.  This  country  depends  on  commercd 
and  credit  is  one  of  the  means  by  which  it  floaij 
ishes ;  we  should,  then,  not  endeavor  to  weaken  il 
If  we  are  once  over  the  barrier,  by  trifling  extcn 
sions  of  the  principle,  we  may  be  carried  to  id 
moderate  lengths  indeed.  Some  persons  who  an 
in  fiivor  of  sequestering  private  debts,  speak  witb 
horror  of  touching  the  public  funds.  For  his  part^ 
he  did  not  see  much  difference  between  confiscat^ 
ing  private  and  public  debts.  The  object  is  tm 
injury  of  an  enemy,  and  to  retaliate  for  injun^ 
Again :  if  we  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain,  it  ii 
probable  we  shall  be  involved  with  her  allies,  the^ 
will  it  be  said,  that  we  shall  confiscate  what  M 
Dutch  lent  us  at  a  time  of  distress  or  since  tb< 
peace.  The  Dutch  have  bought  largely  in  o\a 
funds.  The  same  principle  will  lead  us  to  lay  out 
hands  upon  that  property.  It  will  be  difficnlt  td 
draw  a  line,  if  we  admit  the  principle. 

Under  these  impressions,  if  called  upon  to  gt^^ 
his  vote,  he  should  now  feel  much  embarrassmenti 
It  had  been  said  that  the  adoption  of  the  present 
resolutions  would  be  a  means  of  obliging  Grett 
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itiin  to  do  08  justice;  that  it  would  strike  a 
ror  among  the  subjects  of  that  country,  and 
ke  them  clamorous  for  peace.  It  might,  he 
red,  have  a  Tery  different  effect,  exasperate 
tm,  and  unite  the  people  with  the  Government 
UDst  us.  Some  further  forbearance  on  our  part 
J  separate  them.  It  will  convince  the  people 
Great  Britain  that  we  really  wish  for  peace, 
i  then,  if  war  is  the  issue,  the  impression  will 
severely  felt  by  that  Government  We  shall 
ider  the  Administration  very  unpopular,  and 
sten  its  dismission  for  one  more  friendly  to  this 
intry.  He  was  of  opinion  this  crisis  was  fast  ap- 
(Mching. 

He  concluded  by  again  adverting  to  his  proposi- 
tus for  preventing  the  transfer  of  British  debts, 
kich  he  hoped  would  be  considered  as  a  sufficient 
OTision  in  the  present  exigency,  and  would  give 
ae  to  deliberate  on  further  measures,  and  to  watch 
e  course  of  events  in  Europe,  which,  he  believed, 
raid  have  great  influence  upon  the  conduct  of 
rest  Britain  towards  us,  and  probably  bring  for- 
ird  the  change  in  the  Administration  of  Great 
ritain. 
The  Committee  now  rose  and  reported  progress. 


Fbidat,  March  28. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
lenu  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 

An  act  limiting  the  time  for  presenting  claims 
It  destroyed  certificates  of  certain  descriptions.'* 
?hereupoQ, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments  be  com- 
litted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
ilonday  next 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
hat  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendment  pro- 
MKcd  hy  this  House  in  lieu  of  the  amendments  of 
iie  Senate  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  erecting  and  repairing 
>f  arsenals  and  magazines,  and  for  other  purposes,'' 
the  Senate  recede  zrom  their  amendment,  disagreed 
to  by  this  House,  to  the  sixth  section,  and  insist  on 
Ibeir  amendment,  dis^;reed  to  by  this  House,  to 
tbe  third  section  of  the  said  bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and 
insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  third  section  of  the 
^  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  erecting 
^d  repairing  of  arsenals  and  magazines,  and  for 
other  purposes."     Whereupon, 

Kaohed^  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their 
Agreement  to  the  said  amendment 

The  following  Messtige  was  received  from  the 

PiESIDEST  OF  THE   UkITED   StATES  : 
^^^tiUaun  of  Iht  Senate,  and 

o/  the  House  of  Repreeentaiivee : 

Iq  the  execution  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  bear- 
«^  date  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
wven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  imposing  an  em- 
wgo,  I  have  requested  the  Governors  of  the  several 
^  to  call  forth  the  force  of  their  Militia,  if  it  should 
f*  neceMary,  for  the  detention  of  vessels.  This  power 
u  ooDceived  to  be  incidental  to  an  embargo. 


It  also  deserves  the  attention  of  Congress  how  fiur 
the  dearanoes  from  one  district  to  another,  under  the 
law  as  it  now  stands,  mav  give  rise  to  evasions  of  the 
embargo.  As  one  security,  the  Collectors  have  been 
instructed  to  refuse  to  receive  the  surrender  of  coasting 
licenses,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  out  registers,  and  to 
require  bond  from  registered  vessels,  bound  from  one 
district  to  another,  for  the  delivery  of  the  cargo  within 
the  United  States. 

It  is  not  understood  that  the  resolution  applies  to 
fishing  vessels,  although  their  occupations  lie,  generally, 
in  parts  beyond  the  United  States.  But,  without  fur- 
ther restrictions,  there  is  an  opportunity  of  thoir  privi- 
leges being  used  as  means  of  eluding  the  embargo. 

All  armed  vessels,  possessing  public  commissions 
from  any  foreign  Power,  (letters  of  marque  excepted,) 
are  considered  as  not  liable  to  the  embargo. 

These  circumstances  are  transmitted  to  Congress  for 
their  eoosideration. 

Q.  WASHIKGTOfiT. 

HmriD  Stitis,  March  28, 1704 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Dextbb,  Mr.  Mubbat,  and  Mr. 
€k>ODHDa. 

SEQUESTRATION  OF  BRITISH  DEBTS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  took  up 
Mr.  Dayton's  resolutions  for  the  sequestration  of 
debts  due  to  British  subjects. 

Mr.  QiLES  commenced  his  remarks  by  observ- 
ing that  he  had  intended  to  have  given  a  silent 
vote  upon  this  question  before  the  Committee, 
and  probably  should  not  have  altered  that  inten- 
tion, if  it  had  not  been  from  the  solicitous  requests 
expressed  yesterday  by  several  gentlemen  in  the 
opposition  that  the  favorers  of  the  proposed  mea- 
sure should  furnish  the  Committee  with  the  rea- 
sons upon  which  it  was  founded.  Although  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  rather  unreasonable  that 
some  gentlemen  should  be  expected,  not  only  to 
possess  reasons  for  their  own  opinions,  but  to  fur^ 
nish  reasons  for  others ;  and,  although  he  did  not 
conceive  that  the  favorers  of  the  measure  were 
under  any  obligation  to  disclose  the  reasons  in- 
ducing it,  provided  they  thought  proper  to  hazard 
its  fate  upon  a  silent  vote,  yet  he  was  willing  to 
indulge  the  gentlemen  with  presenting  to  them 
the  general  course  of  reflection  which  the  subject 
had  produced  in  his  mind,  and  which  had  strongly 
suggested  its  propriety.  He  had,  however,  a  more 
powerful^  inducement  to  disclosing  his  opinion, 
since  the  subject  has  become  matter  of  discussion 
and  its  propriety  doubted. 

The  measure  is  deemed  a  bold  one,  and  preg- 
nant with  the  most  serious  consequences;  in  all 
such  cases,  he  was  desirous  that  his  responsibility 
to  the  United  States  in  general,  and  to  his  imme- 
diate constituents  in  particular,  would  at  all  times 
be  tested  by  the  real  motives  which  should  influ- 
ence his  conduct. 

Several  gentlemen  in  the  oppnsition  had  earn- 
estly admonished  the  Committee  against  the  in- 
dulgence of  their  passions  upon  this  subject,  and 
recommended  the  exercise  of  cool  and  deliberate 
reasoning.  He  should  not  pretend  to  say  how  far 
such  an  admonition  was  necessary,  or  justified  by 
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th^  temper  of  the  Committee,  but  be  believed  it 
applied  as  strongly  to  the  gentlemen  who  aug- 
ge^ted  the  caution,  as  to  those  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dressed ;  and  he  hoped  in  the  course  of  the  future 
discussion,  the  gentlemen  would  show  an  example 
in  themselves  of  the  precepts  they  had  prescribed  to 
other& 

As  to  himself,  Mr.  G.  declared  that,  impressed  with 
the  awfulness  of  the  present  crisis,  he  had  never  re- 
flected upon  a  subject  with  more  coolness ;  and,  if 
he  understood  his  own  situation,  his  mind  was  never 
10  a  state  more  susceptible  of  conviction* 

The  proposed  measure  is  expected  to  eventuate 
ia  a  final  explanation  of  the  relative  state  of  things 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  It 
will  probably  result,  therefore,  in  an  open  hostility, 
with  the  usual  i^ppeal  to  arms,  or  in  a  peace,  with 
all  the  rights  of  neutrality  attached  to  it  For  this 
purpose  the  resolution  proposes  a  sequestration  of 
the  debts  due  to  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  to 
be  held  as  a  pledge  for  the  indemnification  of  the 
losses  sustained  by  American  citizens  under  the 
orders  of  the  British  King,  in  contravention  of  the 
Laws  of  Nations,  and  in  violation  of  every  rule  of 
morality  and  justice.  In  the  course  of  debate,  this 
subject  seems  to  have  resolved  itself  into  two  ques- 
tions. First,  as  it  respects  the  right  of  one  nation 
to  sequester  the  property  of  the  individuals  of  an- 
other in  any  possible  case.  Second,  the  policy  of 
exercising  this  right  at  this  time,  under  the  exist- 
ing circumstances  of  the  United  States. 

He  presumed  that  a  state  of  things  might  exist 
between  two  nations  in  which  reprisal  would  not 
only  become  the  right  but  the  duty  to  the  nation 
sustaining  the  wrong.  This  happens  where  one 
nation,  without  cause,  forcibly  seiies  upon  the 
effects  of  another,  or  of  its  citisens,  and  withholds 
them  without  restitution  or  compensation,  and 
when  the  nation,  whose  effects  shall  be  so  seised 
and  detained,  shall  possess  no  other  means  of  in- 
demnificauon.  The  right  of  reprisal  in  the  injured 
nation,  in  such  a  case,  grows  out  of  the  iqjury  sus- 
tained, and  its  inability  to  redress  itself  in  any  other 
way. 

The  duty  of  the  injured  nation  to  make  reprisals, 
is  founded  upon  self-preservation ;  and  in  case  of  the 
losses  of  its  citisens,  upon  the  promise  of  the  pro- 
tection of  property  sacredly  made  by  the  nation  to 
its  individual  members. 

This  he  believed  to  be  the  doctrine  of  the  laws  of 
morality  and  reason,  and  he  knew  it  to  be  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Laws  of  Nations,  which  were,  in  laet, 
nothing  more  than  the  kws  of  morality  and  reason 
aystematixed  and  reduced  to  writing. 

Believing  this  principle  to  be  a  just  one,  he 
would  apply  to  the  existing  state  of  things  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Al- 
most as  soon  as  Great  Britain  had  taken  part  in 
the  iniquitious  war  against  France,  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  manifested  their  regard  for 
peace,  by  proclaiming  their  existing  state  of  neu- 
trality, and  recommending  to  their  citizens,  not 
only  the  observance  of  neutrality,  but  of  impartial 
neutrality — although  the  partiiUity  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  for  the  cause  of  France  was  well 
known — although,  at  that  moment^  their  affections 


for  the  French  nation  were  addressed  by  the  oMst 
honorable  and  powerful  considerations  that  ever 
existed  between  two  nations.  The  peculiar  sm:- 
larity  between  the  existing  fVench  caose^  and 
U)at  which  had  just  given  birth  to  American  liber- 
tv  and  independence ;  the  material  agency  which 
the  French  nation  had  exerted  in  bringing  about 
that  event ;  and  the  existing  principles  of  GoTem- 
ment  here,  the  product  of  the  Revolution,  which  tm 
the  great  object  of  attack  by  the  Gombioatiaa 
against  France. 

A  pure  and  Uudable  regard  for  peace,  and  a  da- 
testation  of  war,  however,  had  overcome  all  these 
sensations,  and  produced  a  neutrality,  which  he 
believed,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  had 
been  rigidly  observed ;  at  least,  he  was  sure,  that 
such  was  the  intention  of  Government.  In  tha 
state  of  things,  Great  Britain  commenced  an  at- 
tack upon  this  state  of  neutrality,  which  it  was 
certainly  her  interest  'to  preserve,  and  which  sbe 
ought  to  have  deemed  a  favor  to  obtain.  Gnrst 
Britain  continued  to  keep  possession  of  posts  up<m 
the  acknowledged  Territory  of  the  United  StaU*^ 
to  carry  on  a  contraband  trade  with  our  sav^ 
enemy.  She,  shortly  after  our  proclaimed  neutnl- 
ity  proceeded  to  interrupt  bur  lawful  trade  with  our 
allies.  She  seized,  condemned,  and  sanctioned,  the 
complete  transfer  of  the  property  of  American  citi- 
zens to  her  own  subjects ;  and,  as  if  th«ne  could  be 
no  limits  to  her  iniquity  and  resentment,  sbe  hii 
contrived  to  open  upon  our  Eastern  frontiers  a  bar* 
barous  enemy  to  aid  in  making  depredations  upoo 
our  commerce. 

These  acts  constitute  injuries  which  amount  to 
war,  and  they  are  infinitely  aggravated,  both  by  the 
perfidy  which  attended  Uie  execotion  of  some  of 
them,  and  the  total  want  of  provocation  for  the 
commission  of  any  of  theuL 

If;  then,  Great  Britain  shall  have  comnutted 
acts  towards  the  United  States  which  fdrnish  just 
bause  of  war,  the  United  States  possess  the  right, 
consistently  with  the  Laws  of  Nations,  to  exerci^ae 
any  act  towards  Great  Britain  which  would  be 
justifiable  in  a  sUte  of  war.  The  United  Sutes 
baring  received  the  injuries,  are  authorized  to  se- 
lect  such  measures  and  means  as  they  may  deem 
the  most  expedient  for  self-preservation  and  in- 
demnification. Reprisal  ia  within  their  power. 
All  other  means  of  redress  are  without  their  pow- 
er. In  such  a  state  of  things,  reprisal  is  a  right- 
reprisal  is  a  duty.  An  objection,  more  plausible 
than  solid,  has  been  made  to  this  course  of  reason- 
ing, that  the  individuals  who  will  be  the  immedi- 
ate  objects  of  the  reprisal,  have  not  been  the  im* 
mediate  agents  of  the  aggression.  The  Laws  of 
Nations  state,  that  the  proper^  of  individuals  is 
as  much  a  subject  of  repr^  as  the  property  of 
the  aggressing  nation  ;•  but,  as  the  nation  is  the 
immediate  agent  in  the  wrong,  the  indiridual  who 
sustains  an  injury  thereby,  becomes  entitled  to  re* 
compense  from  his  nation.  The  nation  which 
commits  the  wrong,  by  this  process,  will  ultimate- 
ly  sustain  the  loss.  Hence,  in  the  present  case, 
the  innocent  and  unsuspecting  victims  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  have  received  losses  from  the  lawless 
aggressions  of  Great  Britin,  and  the  question  is, 
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bether  they  shall  finally  sustain  those  losses, 
ichout  any  dear  dlaim  of  indemnification  upon 
le  Government  of  the  United  States  P  Or,  whe- 
ler  Che  losses  shdl  be  transferred  to  British  snb- 
cts,  vho  will  'thereby  possess  the  clearest  claim 
(T  recompense,  from  the  British  Qovemment  ? 
[e  thought  the  lawa  of  God,  the  laws  of  morality, 
e  laws  of  reason,  the  Laws  of  Nations,  would 
1  pronounoe  that  the  British  GoTemment,  wl^ioh 
td  done  the  wrong,  should  afford  the  reoom* 
ease. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that,  if  the  losses  were  to  be  nlti- 
ately  borne  by  the  individual  subjects  of  Great 
ritain,  the  remedy  would  seem  to  be  a  harsh  one ; 
It,  even  in  that  caae,  the  only  alternatives  left  to 
te  United  States  would  be  to  say,  whether  their 
vn  citizens,  to  whom  they  have,  promised  pro- 
letioiif  should  finally  sustain  the  losses,  or  the 
ritish  subjects,  to  whom  the^  have  promised 
9  protection.  Bat  the  situation  of  the  indivi- 
oals,  who  may  be  the  subjects  of  reprisal,  is 
raatlj  meliorated,  by  the  consideration  of  their 
»t  c£iim  to  recompense  from  their  own  Govem- 
lent ;  which  he  had  no  doubt  but  they  would  ul- 
matelv  obtain,  if  they  were  put  into  a  situation 
)  demand  it;  bat  if  they  should  ultimately  be 
Riied  justice,  it  would  be  a  consolation  to  reflect, 
at  it  was  the  injustice  of  their  own  Government, 
ot  of  the  United  States. 

He  observed,  that  a  reprisal,  in  the  way  pru- 
ned, stood  upon  the  same  ground  as  the  invasion 
f  the  property,  in  every  other  ease  did,  and  was 
■tified  upon  the  same  principle,  to  wit:  Self- 
Ksenation.  He  presumed,  if  there  existed  an 
tkoowiedged  state  of  war,  letters  of  marque  and 
i^ri«l,  commissions  to  privateers,  &c,  would  be 
Kraed  justifiable  and  expedient,  and  that  no  dis- 
iminatioB  would  be  made  between  the  property 
f  iodindoals  and  the  property  of  the  nation ;  yet, 
M  invasion  of  the  rights  of  property  in  that  case, 
'wld  be  as  palpi^ble,;is  in  the  case  of  the  reprisal 
npmed,  with  this  aggravation ;  that,  in  that  case, 
^individual  sustaining  the  loss  would  not  be 
Btitled  to  ultimate  recompense  from  the  Govern- 
leat—in  the  case  proposed  he  would  be  entitled 
)  Keompense.  He  observed,  that  the  British  na- 
w  had  not  discovered  this  delicate  discrimina- 
ion  between  national  and  individual  property,  in 
^r  late  instructions  given  to  their  privateers 
Bd  ships  of  war,  although  they  had  sustained  no 
Toog ;  and  he  thought  their  conduct  an  example 
B  point  for  the  United  States,  who  had  received 
lie  injuiy,  snd  committed  none. 

^  gentleman  [Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina] 
ttterday,  attempted  to  make  a  distinction  be- 
*een  vessels  at  sea,  and  other  property ;  although 
If  acknowledged  that,  at  the  first  blush,  he  ootdd 
•'MerQ  no  distincfion  in  principle. 

Hr.  G.  said,  that  every  species  of  property  stood 
«i  the  same  principle— ^e  promise  made  by  the 
joremment  to  affiird  protection  to  all  property — 
Ae  same  rights  ore  attached  to  every  species  of 
''^^P^,  and  the  Government  is  bound  to  afiford 
A  equal  security  to  alL  A  sentence  read  yester- 
^7i  ^J  a  gentleman,  [Mr.  S.  Smith,]  from  a  wri* 
o  npon  the  Laws  of  Nations,  clearly  shows  the 
3d  Com.— 18 


right  of  a  nation  to  make  reprisals  upon^  all  the 
effects  of  individuals  of  an  aggressing  nation  in- 
discriminately, except  stock  in  the  public  funds; 
which  has  been  exempted,  under  the  idea  of  its 
being  a  pledge  in  the  hands  of  Government ;  the 
withholding  of  which  would  be  a  breach  of  public 
faith.  He  Delieved  that  the  practice  and  policy  of 
some  nations  might  have  given  rise  to  this  dis- 
tinction, but  he  doubted  whether  the  practice  had 
been  uniform  and  universal,  and  he  was  clear  that 
there  was  no  rational  distinction  in  principle. 
The  idea  that  the  public  funds  are  a  pledge  in  the 
bands  of  Government,  and  ought  not,  therefore,  to 
be  touched,  is  equally  applicable  to  every  other 
species  of  property.  In  the  case  of  contracts  be- 
tween individuals,  the  Government  guarantees 
the  performance  upon  the  refusal  of  one  party  to 
pay  or  comply.  In  the  ease  of  lands  or  personid 
chattels,  the  Government  guarantees  the  exclu- 
sive enjoyment  to  the  proprietor;  it  would  be 
equally  a  violation  of  faith  for  the  Government 
to  deny  its  obligation  in  the  one  case^  as  in  the 
other,  and  nothing  could  justify  an  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  property,  in  any  case,  but  self-preserva- 
tion—the first  of  all  rights,  and  the  highest  of  all 
duties. 

He  positively  denied  that  any  pre-eminence  was 
due  to  one  species  of  property  over  another.  He 
said,  however,  that  this  discussion  was  not  imme- 
diately necessary,  as  the  resolution  under  consider- 
ation did  not  embrace  the  stock  in  the  funds  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  G.  observed,  that  it  had  been  said,  and  re- 
peated in  the  Committee,  that  the  proposed  mea- 
sure was  war.  He  denied  that  the  measure  in 
itself  was  war,  or  that  it  furnished  a  just  cause  of 
war.  He  believed,  however,  that  it  was  problein- 
atical  whether  it  would  eventuate  in  peace  or 
war;  indeed,  he  remarked,  that  the  crisis  of  afiairs 
is  already  such,  that,  whether  the  measure  be 
adopted  or  not,  he  viewed  war  as  a  probable  event, 
peace  as  a  possible  event;  but  the  point  he  con- 
tended for  was,  that  if  the  aggressions  towards  the 
United  States  be  sufficient  to  justify  reprisal,  the 
exercise  of  the  right  does  not  furnish  a  just  cause 
of  war.  The  exercise  of  a  right  by  one  nation 
can  never  involve  the  absurd  consequence  of  giring 
another  nation  the  right  to  exercise  a  wrong.  He 
said,  that  gentlemen  on  one  side  "of  this  question 
seemed  to  act  upon  an  imaginary,  instead  of  the 
real  stata  of  things.  He  was  not,  therefore, 
astonished  at  hearing  the  committee  cautioned 
against  the  violation  of  neutrality.  He  did  not 
conceive  that  the  present  state  of  things  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  would  justify 
the  use  of  the  term  neutrality.  Neutrality  is  a 
term  used  to  signify  the  relation  in  which  two  na- 
tions stand  towards  each  other.  Neutrality  there- 
fore requires  parties— -either  party  may  destroy 
the  relation  between  the  parties.  It  therefore  ap- 
peared absurd  to  him  to  say  that  Great  Britain 
was  in  a  state  of  depredation  and  war  towards  the 
United  States,  and  the  United  States  in  a  stata  of 
neutrality  towards  Great  Britain.  It  has  been 
said,  that  the  United  States  have  not  abandoned 
their  neutrality ;  this  is  true,  but  it  is  no  evidence 
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that  neutrality  exi8t&  Great  Britain  has  aban- 
doned it  for  them. 

He  said,  however,  that  this  was  disregarding 
the  substance  and  entering  into  a  mere  cavil  about 
names.  It  was  not  material  in  his  opinion,  what 
name  ought  to  be  given  to  the  existing  relation  of 
things  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain. Whether  it  was  called  a  state  of  peace,  a 
state  of  war,  a  state  of  neutrality,  a  state  of  repri- 
sal, a  state  of  retortion,  or  a  state  of  very  uncivil 
conduct  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  Nor  did  he 
conceive  it  material  to  ascertain  whether  there 
were  any  intermediate  stage  between  a  state  of 
peace  and  a  state  of  war,  or  in  which  state  the  de- 
predations of  Great  Britain  should  technically  be 
classed ;  but  one  thing  was  certain  and  material — 
that  the  United  States  had  sustained  substantial 
wrongs,  which  required  a  substantial  remedy. 
Gentlemen  who  have  regarded  names  and  disre- 
garded substances,  have  also  been  extremely  alarm- 
ed at  the  idea  of  a  discrimination  of  conduct  by 
the  United  States  towards  foreign  nations.  A 
gentleman  [&fr.  Boudikot]  observed  yesterday, 
that  the  United  States  had  sustained  injuries  from 
France  and  Spain  as  well  as  Great  Britain,  and 
asked  why  there  should  be  any  discrimination  in 
their  lavor?  Mr.  G.  said  he  was  extremely  hurt 
that  the  conduct  of  France  should  be  so  unneces- 
sarily and  unopportunely  arraigned  in  that  House. 
He  submitted  it  to  the  gentlemen  to  say,  if  the 
United  States  should  be  compelled  to  enter  into 
the  war,  which  was  at  this  moment  not  an  im- 
probable event,  why  then  it  would  be  wise  to  irri- 
tate the  only  nation  in  the  world  who  could  afford 
them  any  substantial  assistance?  He  said  that 
this  conduct  was  the  less  justifiable,  from  the  re- 
collection that  the  conduct  of  France  was  the  re- 
sult of  necessity,  and  that  there  was  every  reason 
to  conclude  that  the  conduct  of  that  nation  would 
be  explained  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  But  a  con- 
sideration mentioned  by  a  gentleman  [Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,]  yesterday,  was  a  conclusive  an- 
swer— the  United  States  owe  to  France  a  pecu* 
niary  obligation,  as  well  as  one  of  a  more  sacred 
nature.  This  is  at  all  times  sufficient  for  their 
indemnification.  With  respect  to  Spain,  if  the 
gentleman  would  show  the  injury  sustained,  and 
point  out  a  fund  for  indemnification,  Mr.  G.  de- 
clared he  would^not  hesitate  a  moment  to  apply  it 
to  that  object 

/  But  will  the  gentleman  conclude,  that  because  one 
nation  has  injured  us,  in  a  degree  against  which  we 
have  no  redress,  that  therefore  we  shall  not  indem- 
nify ourselves  from  a  nation  which  has  injured  us 
in  the  extreme,  and  against  which  we  have  the 
most  ample  redress  ? 

He  believed  the  gentleroan^s  coolness,  his  wis- 
dom, and  his  deliberation,  could  not  possibly  lead 
him  to  such  a  result  With  respect  to  discrimina- 
tion in  the  conduct  of  the  United  States  towards 
foreign  nations,  it  necessarily  grew  out  of  the 
character  of  the  conduct  of  other  nations  towards 
the  United  States.  Some  gentlemen  appeared  to 
him  to  have  carried  their  ideas  upon  this  subject 
to  the  most  fimciful  absurdities.  To  keep  France 
out  of  the  comparison,  let  this  indiscrimiDate  con- 


duct, so  much  applauded,  be  applied  to  Orea 
Britain  and  Holland.  Great  Britain  destroys  oa 
trade,  plunders  our  property,  and,  to  her  injonei 
adds  insult  and  contempt  Holland,  engaged  i 
the  same  cause,  fosters  our  trade,  and  respects  u 
as  a  nation.  Under  these  circumstances,  do  gee 
tlemen  contend  that  an  indiscriminate  oondoct  i 
due  to  Great  Britain  and  to  Holland?  Or  do  the; 
mean  to  carry  this  delicate  indiscriminate  condnc 
so  far  as  to  refuse  to  themselves  all  redress  fm 
one  nation,  because  they  would  wish  to  deal  on 
the  same  conduct  to  all  others,  whether  thej  ha 
offended  or  not?  He  said,  that  discriminatio 
was  stamped  in  the  front  of  the  conduct  of  foreig 
nations  towards  us,  and  to  make  an  indiscnminal 
return  would  be  the  worst  and  most  unjust  of  a 
discriminations.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would  pai 
don  him,  but  be  could  not  help  thinking  that  the 
had  carried  their  ideas  upon  this  subject  to  th 
most  fanciful  absurdities.  A  gentleman  [Mi 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,]  yesterday  remarket 
that  of  late  the  condition  of  war  had  been  muc 
ameliorated  as  it  regards  the  rights  of  propertj 
and  he  thought  the  amelioration  ought  to  be  ej 
tended  rather  than  abridged.  Mr.  G.  declarec 
that  he  heartily  joined  him  in  his  wishes  that  tb 
condition  of  war  would  ere  long  be  ameliorute< 
both  as  it  regards  property  and  persons.  He  hope 
that  mankind  would  soon  learn  more  wisdom  tha 
to  butcher  each  other  for  the  amusement  or  « 
curity  of  the  privileged  orders  of  the  world.  Frrt 
that  source  he  believed  all  wars  arose,  and  unt 
the  cause  was  banished  from  the  earth,  he  fean 
the  fatal  effects  resulting  from  it  would  conlini 
to  exist  He  declared,  that  he  should  view  ti 
banishment  of  the  privileged  orders  from  tii 
world  as  the  surest  harbinger  of  the  approach  i 
the  Millennium.  But  this  is  not  the  happy  peri< 
of  the  world ;  for,  although  the  United  SUtes  i{ 
free  from  this  pest  of  the  human  species  in  tb^ 
internal  organization,  yet  t|ie  evUa  <they  at  ^ 
moment  experience  arise  from  their  external  ii 
tercourse  with  that  part  of  the  world  which  is  le 
fortunate.  The  attack  made  on  the  United  StaU 
at  this  moment,  is  an  attack  upon  property, 
there  should  be  a  war  between  the  United  Sut< 
and  Great  Britain,  it  will  be  a  war  of  propert] 
Unless  there  should  be  a  species  of  madness  in  t] 
nation  not  to  be  calculated  upon,  they  cannot  tiiiil 
of  invasion  and  subjugation.  It  is  known  that  t^ 
United  States  cannot  make  an  attack  upon  Grd 
Britain,  and  territory  and  conquest  with  them  ai 
no  objects.  Hence  the  war  will  be  confined  i 
depredations  upon  property.  This  is  the  dm 
dishonorable  species  of  warfare,  and  therefore  tl 
more  to  be  regretted.  There  is  this  obvious  dv 
ti  notion,  however,  between  the  United  States  %x^ 
Great  Britain.  With  Great  Britain,  at  least  wi| 
the  privileged  orders,  it  is  matter  of  choice ;  wii 
the  United  States,  it  is  matter  of  compulsion.  Tl 
United  States  despise  this  mode  of  warfare ;  tht 
covet  not  the  property  of  any  nation  upon  car^ 
but  self-preservation  demands  it  They  are  und^ 
the  strong  hand  of  a  powerful  nation,,  dcspiiii 
their  rights,  and  regardless  of  justice.  In  this  sui 
of  things,  there  is  but  little  hope  of  strengtheniJ 
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tile  acred  ties  of  property ;  for,  in  the  example  of 
Great  Britain,  her  late  conduct  can  farnUh  no 
eoMoliUon  for  these  theoretic  speculations;  and 
liowever  the  United  States  might  be  inclined  to 
prjetise  upon  them,  yet  the  British  depredations 
will  forbid  them — for  submission  will  be  an  invi- 
tation to  new  acts  of  aggression.  He  most  ar- 
dently wished  the  state  of  things  were  otherwise ; 
bat,  exposed  to  these  inconveniences,  the  most 
efftfctaai  means  ought  to  be  adopted  for  their  re- 
Bfttance. 

Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  observe,  that  having  shown 
Hie  right  of  reprisal  to  be  conformable  to  the  Laws 
of  Nations,  and  clearly  justified  by  the  eiisting 
ftUiioa  of  things  between  the  United  States  and 
Gk^  Britain,  he  would  now  submit  a  few  re- 
narks  upon  the  policy  of  exercising  the  right  at 
li)h  time.  Under  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
(Joited  Sutes,  he  thought  the  policy  of  the  mea- 
nre  was  recommended  by  the  ctcjirest  and  most 
»brioQ4  principles.  The  relation  of  things  between 
tbe  United  States  and  Great  Britain  is  such  as  to 
iemaoda  final  and  unequivocal  explanation,  whether 
^  proposed  measure  be  adopted  or  not  In  all 
pi\»  of  this  Committee,  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
iitates,  a  definite  explanation  is  called  for.  The 
vesent  state  of  things  between  the  two  nations 
iiiibot  long  exist 

It » to  U*  hoped  that  the  tone  of  language  to  be 
t«d  bj  the  United  States  will  be  adjusted  to  the 
aiore  of  the  injuries  they  have  sustained.  Ac- 
fBiesceoee  and  submission  are  no  longer  recom- 
koded.  Hence,  matters  are  already  reduced  to 
Ktremities,  and  all  the  irritations  already  exist 
^^ieh  can  grow  out  of  an  extreme  state  of  things. 
^  proposed  measure  can  add  nothing  to  these 
itititions.  The  question  therefore  appears  to  be 
educed  to  this — whether,  in  demanding  an  ex- 
bn^tioQ  and  attempting  negotiation,  we  shall  use 
B  the  means  in  our  power  to  compel  a  favorable 
ne?  Or  whether  we  shall  tamely  supplicate 
w  joitice,  and  suflTer  the  most  effectual  means  of 
•fflpolsion  to  elude  our  grasp  ?  He  did  not  mean 
*^  to  recapitulate  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
Mards  na ;  he  hoped  it  was  suflSciently  impressed 
<poQ  the  mind  ot  every  gentleman  in  the  Com- 
iittee;  but,  after  the  recent  experience  of  her 
^aet,  it  would  be  madness,  it  would  be  folly,  to 
j'^  oor  complaints  to  her  justice  or  modera- 
^^  He  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  lay  bold  of 
verything  in  our  power,  and  hold  it  as  a  pledge 
or  ber  good  behaviour.  This  measure  would  put 
t«  in  the  best  possible  situation  for  negotiation.  It 
^oid  authorize  an  appeal  to  her  interest,'  which 
^  roald  not  resbt  He  begged  the  Committee 
0  reflect  upon  the  argument  which  had  been  used 
^  to  prevent  a  late  measure  which  had  been 
t^^pted,  and  which  had  been  renewed  upon  the 
^nx  resolution,  that  a  great  value  in  property, 
leionging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  was 
B  the  power  of  the  British,  and  that  any  counter- 
itting  measures  would  place  it  in  extreme  hazard. 
^'}i  seemed  to  him  to  have  been  the  most  pre- 
liiing  argument  which  had  been  urged,  and  for 
i^tne  tim«  was  irresistible.  If,  then,  the  argument 
^11  have  been  applied  with  so  much  force  here, 


with  bow  much  more  force  will  it  be  applied  in 
Great  Britain,  when  they  find  that  the  property  of 
the  individuals  of  that  nation  is  placed  in  jeopardy 
here,  and  that  it  greatly  exceeds  in  value  the 
whole  of  the  property  which  they  have  infamously 
detained  and  condemned  ?  Besides,  if,  in  the  event 
of  a  war,  it  should  be  a  war  of  property,  as  is 
every  where  contemplated.  Great  Britain  will  find 
that  the  war  will  be  commenced  upon  very  une- 
qual terms.  Viewing  this  measure,  therefore,  as 
to  its  probable  tendency  to  peace  or  war,  he 
thought  the  probability  greatly  in  favor  of  its  pro- 
ducing peace.  When  Great  Britain  shall  find  that 
she  is  entering  into  a  contest  upon  unequal  terms, 
when  she  shall  find  that  it  may  terminate  in  a 
permanent  loss  of  the  advantagcH  of  her  commerce 
with  the  United  States,  when  she  shall  see  before 
her  a  precipice,  into  which  if  she  should  once 
enter  she  never  can  return,  she  would  pause  before 
she  acted,  she  would  take  time  to  count  the  pro- 
bable loss  and  gain,  and  peace  would  be  the  infal- 
lible consequence  of  such  deliberate  calculations. 
This  measure  will  convince  Great  Britain  that  the 
United  States  possess  a  knowledge  of  their  rights, 
a  confidence  in  their  ability,  and  a  determination  in 
their  disposition  to  assert  and  support  them. 

A  gentleman  [Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,] 
observed  yesterday,  that  a  pacific  system  would 
probably  attach  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
United  States,  and  detach  them  from  their  own 
(government.  The  gentleman  ought  to  recollect, 
that  a  pusillanimous  conduct  will  not  It  is  with 
nations  as  it  is  with  individuals — to  be  respected 
by  others,  they  should  respect  themselves.  The 
same  gentleman  remarked,  that  a  change  of  Min- 
istry might  be  expected,  and  advised  waiting  for 
the  event.  The  idea  is  as  undignified  as  it  is 
chimerical. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  knew  nothing  of  the  change  of  the 
Ministry — the  principle  was  unknown  here.  The 
people  here  were  their  own  Governors.  It  was 
immaterial  to  them  who  the  Minister  was.  Even 
in  the  countiy  where  the  people  were  less  fortu- 
nate, where  Ministers  goTern,  a  change  of  Minis- 
ters never  produced  any  solid  advantage  to  the 
nation.  It  was  merely  an  expedient  of  the  mo- 
ment, to  smother  a  popular  clamor.  But,  even 
proceeding  upon  the  gentleman's  hypothesis,  which 
Mr.  G.  thought  whofiy  inadmissible,  he  submitted 
to  the  gentleman  to  determine,  whether  a  positive 
submission  by  foreigners  to  the  avaricious  regula- 
tions of  a  Minister,  be  the  most  likely  mean  to 
render  him  unpopular  at  home?  On  the  other 
hand,  whether  it  was  not  the  most  effectual  mean 
of  preserving  his  popularity,  and  of  keeping  him 
in  office?  He  presumed  the  people  at  home 
would  never  complain  of  injuries  abroad,  if  those 
who  sustained  them  refused  to  complain.  It  is 
but  by  resistance,  and  throwing  the  burden  upon 
the  people  of  England,  that  they  can  be  brought 
to  complain.  But  in  cases  of  such  extremities  as 
the  present,  all  appeals  to  the  people  of  England 
are  rotile  and  degrading.  Our  only  resource  should 
be  in  our  own  exertions.  They  would  be  abun- 
dantly sufficient,  if  we  could  be  brought  to  be- 
lieve it 
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Mr.  6.  remarked*  that  the  people  of  Ireknd  had 
lately  afforded  an  instructiog  lesson  upon  this 
point  They  had  arms  in  their  hands  for  the  pui^ 
pose  of  asserting  their  rights ;  under  the  idea  of 
acquiescence  and  submission  they  had  surrendered 
them  to  the  Government;  perhaps,  under  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  change  of  Ministry.  Did  this  act 
of  submission  render  them  more  respectable  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people  of  England  ?  Did  it  encour- 
age the  hopes  of  those  who  wished  the  establinh- 
ment  of  Government  upon  the  principle  of  equal 
rights  ?    Did  it  not  rivet  the  chains  upon  the  peo- 

Ele  of  England  ?  Did  it  render  the  people  of  Ire- 
md  more  respectable  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States?  To  these  questions  it  was 
unnecessary  to  give  an  answer.  The  people  of 
Ireland  reaped  the  usual  merits  of  submission — 
imposition  and  insult . 

There  was  another  consideration  strongly  in  fa- 
vor of  the  policy  of  the  proposed  measure.  Ap- 
plications have  been  already  made  from  different 
parts  of  the  United  States  by  the  immediate  suffer- 
ers from  the  British  depredations,  for  an  indemnifi- 
cation of  their  losses.  Tbefie  applications  will,  pro- 
bably, be  increased,  repeated,  and  continued  ;  the  gance  and  presumption.  Submission  to  aggres^usi 
agricultural  and  other  interests  of  the  United  States    has  invited  new  aggressions;  appeals  forjoo' 


1 

substantial  right,  he  did  not  believe  there  soold  Bow 
any  consequential  wrong. 

The  motive  would  be  looked  at,  and  itwonldfv* 
nish  a  complete  exoneration  from  blame,  whilsi  tbe 
original  aggressors  would  become  justly  responsiblt 
for  all  the  consequences. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  could  not  sit  down  wlthoot  osk< 
ing  some  remarks  upon  the  fruits  of  tbe  coodofi 
heretofore  observed  bv  the  United  States.  Ti 
most  pacific  system  has  heretoforo  marked 
character  of  the  Government.  All  America  look 
upon  the  lat«  proclamation  of  neutrality  ss  a  coi 
petent  guarantee  for  peace.  He  had  no  doobt 
that  it  was  dictated  by  the  purest  regard  for  peac 
But  what  have  been  the  fruito  of  it  ?  He  did 
mean  to  condemn  the  conduct  of  tbe  Execotivi 
Perhaps  it  was  suggested  by  the  then  existing 
of  things.  He  only  intended  to  show,  that  it 
not  met  with  the  return  it  merited,  and  which  wa 
reasonably  expected  from  it. 

It  has  not  produced  peace.    A  regard  for 
has  been  construed  into  a  fear  of  war.    A  resi 
ance  of  the  feelings  of  the  people  for  the  cause 
France  has  been  a  palatable  food  for  British  an 


will,  probably,  never  consent  to  equalize  this  bur- 
den. The  claims  of  the  sufferers  upon  the  Govern- 
ment will  gain  additional  weight,  unless  this  fund 
should  be  offered  to  them  for  their  indemnification. 
Thii  is  the  obvious,  the  natural  and  the  rightful 
fund  for  their  indemnification;  and  he  thought  it 
was,  at  least,  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  hold 
it  as  a  pledge  for  their  security.  If  this  measure 
should  not  now  be  adopted,  the  refusal  will  lay  a 
foundation  for  further  parties  in  the  United  State:), 
which  may  ultimately  have  a  aerious  effect  upon  the 
Government 

Ad  objection,  of  a  very  delicate  and  influential 
nature,  has  been  made  to  the  proposed  measure, 
which  required  some  consideration.  That  it  would 
affect  the  character  and  credit  of  the  Government. 
He  had  viewed  this  objection  with  the  most  deli- 
berate attention,  and  felt  the  whole  force  of  its 
imposing  delicacy;  but  was  at  length  perfectly 
satisfied  that  it  was  unfounded.  This  objection 
relates  rather  to  the  right  than  the  policy  of  the 
United  States  to  adopt  the  measure.  If  the  Unit- 
ed Statea  possesses  the  right  of  reprisal  upon  an 
honest  and  sound  interpretation  of  tbe  Laws  of 
Nations;  if  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards 
the  United  States  be  sufficient  to  justify  the  ex- 
oees  of  the  right,  he  believed  the  policy  of  exer- 
cising the  right  could  never  tarnish  the  American 
character,  nor  lessen  the  credit  of  American  citi- 
zens hereafter.  The  Worid  of  Nations,  as  well  as 
individuals,  will  easily  see,  that  it  was  a  measure  of 
compulsion,  not  of  choice;  that,  although  the 
United  States  believed,  they  regretted  the  necessity ; 
that  they  were  not  the  authors  of  the  original 
wrongs ;  that  they  had  borne  them  with  patience, 
had  used  their  endeavors  to  prevent  tbe  commission 
of  them ;  and  that,  when  these  wrongs  were  com- 
mitted and  repeated,  tbe  United  States  possessed  no 
other  means  of  redress. 


Under  these  circumstances,  in  the  exercise  of  a  *  the  Legislature. 


have  been  deemed  testimonies  of  debility,  till 
length  the  United  States,  after  having  been  atrip[ 
of  their  citizens  and  property,  are  upon  tbe  eve  o 
a  war,  because  they  have  not  exerted  their  rlgli« 
an  earlier  period.    If  this  conduct  should  have 
heretofore  wise  and  pacific,  experience  has  taa 
us  that  it  is  no  longer  so ;  nothing  can  be  expee: 
from  the  justice,  the  honor,  or  the  moderation  of 
Court,  which  has  proved  itself  equally  a  Strang 
them  all ;  but,  before  such  a  tribunal,  acqniesce 
will  beget  injuries,  injuries  will  beget  insolu, 
insults  will  beget  contempt  and  degradation, 
war. 

Mr.  Swift  remarked  that,  on  the  first  riew  ( 
the  subject,  he  had  been  inclined  to  favor  the  pn 
position,  not  having  attended  minutely  to  the  m 
tinction  made  by  the  Laws  of  Nations  respecliu 
the  property  of  an  enemy  liable  to  reprisal ;  bi 
on  a  full  investigation  of  the  subject,  and  mzm 
deliberation,  he  was  convinced  that  the  proposiiid 
under  consideration  would  be  a  direct  and  manj 
fest  violation  of  the  Laws  of  Nations;  he  «^ 
therefore,  clearly  and  decidedly  opposed  to  il 
adoption.  Gentlemen  have  said  much  respectii^ 
the  insults  and  the  injuries  which  we  have  recal 
ed  from  the  British  nation ;  but  Mr.  S.  concei^'^ 
it  to  be  unnecessary  that  gentlemen  should  d( 
scribe  their  insults  and  injuries  in  the  highest  colo« 
to  inflame  our  passions,  and  to  animate  our  resent 
ment.  He  believed  that  every  gentleman  in  thi 
Committee  deeply  felt  the  indignity  which  had  bed 
offered  to  their  country,  and  was  convinced  thfl 
Great  Britain  had  been  guilty  of  a  violation  o^  ti» 
Laws  of  Nations;  but,  under  such  circumsUocet 
it  was  our  duty  to  conduct  with  coolness,  cando) 
and  moderation.  He  thought  that  the  heat  am 
passion  which  had  been  manifested  in  the  course  o 
the  debate  were  inconsistent  with  that  dignity  aM 
propriety  which  ought  to  mark  the  deliberations « 
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Kr.  S.  observed,  that  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Coart  in  regard  to  their  concealing  in  such  a  sin- 
piiar  manner  the  order  of  the  6th  of  NoTember, 
and  the  eqairocal  terms  in  which  it  was  express- 
ed, was  greatly  to  their  dishonor.  But  he  thoaght 
thit  the  words,  Isgal  adjudication^  would  fairly 
admit  of  a  construction  that  no  American  Tessel 
tbat  should  be  taken  pursuant  to  that  order,  could 
be  liable  to  be  condemned,  unless  warranted  by 
the  Laws  of  Nations.  There  was  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  British 
Cabinet;  and  that  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  in  the 
West  iDdies,  in  their  condemnations,  had  exceed- 
ed their  jorisdiction,  and  contradicted  the  design 
of  the  Coart  of  London.  Recent  intelligence  con- 
finaed  the  idea.  No  information  of  these  illegal 
tfaosactions  had  yet  been  communicated  to  them, 
h  was  possible  tiiat  when  that  Court  were  made 
acqninted  with  the  injuries  we  had  sustained 
that  they  would  award  restitution  or  compensa- 
tion. Mr.  S.  remarked  that,  by  the  Laws  of  Na- 
tioQS,  DO  nation  had  a  right  to  make  reprisal  for 
any  injanr  till  all  other  means  of  obtaining  justice 
had  tailed ;  that  it  was  our  duty  in  the  first  place 
to  represent  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  the 
spoliations  that  had  been  made  on  our  commerce 
br  the  Ulegal  eondemnation  of  our  vessels ;  that,  till 
we  had  done  this,  the  Laws  of  Nations  would  not 
vairant  as  to  make  reprisals  on  the  goods  and 
effects  of  the  British  nation.  That  there  was  a 
posaihility  of  obtaining  a  satisfactory  explanation 
of  their  conduct  and  reparation  for  the  injuries 
we  had  soffered.  It  was,  therefore,^  a  proper  sub- 
ject of  negotiation.  But,  he  said,  if  that  nation 
vill  Dot  do  us  justice,  then  we  are  authorised  to 
Bake  reprisals. 

Mr.  S.  then  obserwed  that,  when  we  had  taken 
neh  steps  as  would  authorize  reprisal,  we  should 
be  precluded  by  the  Laws  of  Nations  from  adopt- 
ng  ^  proposition  under  consideration.  He  said 
^  a  gentleman  from  Ifarylasid  [Mr.  Msrcbr] 
bid  yesterday  asserted  that  Burlamaqui  was  the 
OD]jr  authority  among  the  writers  on  the  Laws  of 
^itions  against  the  measure;  and  that  the  opin- 
ion of  Yatttl  was  in  &wor  of  it  Another  gentle- 
aaa  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smfth}  had  read  a 
pwage  from  Vattel,  which  he  considered  as  an 
AiUhority  in  point,  to  justify  the  seising  of  private 
^bts;  bat  not  debts  due  from  the  public.  But  if 
t^  gentlemen  had  thoroughly  examined  Vattel^ 
^ey  woald  hare  found,  instead  of  his  being  an 
tathority  in  their  favor,  he  had  in  the  most  direct 
tenns  maintained  a  contrary  opinion.  He  then 
^d  a  passage  from  Vattel^  that  showed  that  the 
^<Kt8  of  an  enemy  in  a  country  at  the  time  of  a 
^iaration  of  war  cannot  be  seized,  but  that  the 
<^er  is  entitled  to  a  reasonable  time  to  remove 
^<in;  and  another  passage,  which  expressly  de- 
clared that,  by  the  usage  and  custom  of  modem 
pstions,  pablic  and  private  debts  are  not  the  sub- 
ject of  reprisal  Mr.  S.  conceived  that  these  rules 
J^  founded  in  the  highest  wisdom;  that  all 
J^bts  were  contracted  under  a  sanction  of  public 
■ith,  and  an  understandings  that  a  war  should  not 
render  them  liable  to  seizure  or  confiscation ;  that 
i  noral  obligation  existed  between  the  contract- 


ing parties  for  the  paj^ent  of  the  debts;  and  that 
no  Government  could  ever  have  a  right  to  violate 
a  moral  obligation.  That,  therefore,  by  the  Law 
of  Nations  in  all  instances  where  property  comes 
into  the  possession  of  a  nation  by  a  confidence  re- 
posed in  their  honor  and  faith,  as  in  case  of  pub- 
lic or  private  debts,  such  property  can  never  be 
the  subject  of  reprisal,  because  this  would  be  to 
authorize  a  breach  of  public  faith;  but  reprisals 
are  always  to  be  made  on  property  in  possession 
of  the  nation  who  has  done  the  injury,  and  whioh 
may  be  taken  without  any  violation  of  those  prin- 
ciples, which  ought  to  be  held  sacred  in  time  of 
war. 

Mr.  S.  remarked,  that  it  had  been  suggested  that 
the  British  nation  had  been  guilty  of  a  violation 
of  the  Laws  of  Nations  in  their  treatment  of  us ; 
and  that,  therefore,  we  were  not  bound  to  govern 
ourselves  by  that  law  in  our  conduct  towards 
them.  This  argument,  however  plausible,  he  said, 
would  not  bear  the  test  of  esteminatton ;  that  all 
reprisals  were  justified  only  on  the  principle  that 
the  nation  on  whom  reprisal  is  made  has  been 
guilty  of  a  previous  violation  of  the  Laws  of  Na- 
tions. When  a  nation  disregards  that  general 
law  by  which  the  conduct  of  all  independent 
communities  towards  each  other  is  to  be  regulated, 
the  same  law  points  out  the  mode  of  redress.  If 
there  has  been  no  violation  of  that  law,  there  can 
be  no  reprisal.  If  there  has  been  a  violation,  then 
the  reprisal  must  be  pursuant  to  the  law,  for  it  is 
the  highest  absurdity  to  sav,  that  because  there  has 
been  an  infraction  of  a  law  which  authorizes  a 
certain  mode  of  redress,  that  we  may  pursue  a 
different  modo  of  redress  in  violation  of  the  law 
which  gives  us  the  right  This  would  be  at  onoe 
to  renounce  the  whole  system  of  the  Laws  of  Na- 
tions, and  throw  mankind  back  into  a  state  of  sa- 
vage barbarity  and  ferocity. 

Mr.  S.  then  adverted  to  the  policy  of  the  mea- 
sure. He  said,  upon  a  fiur  calculation,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  adoption  of  the  proposition 
would  be  productive  of  Hr  greater  injury  to  this 
country  than  the  amount  of  the  losses  sustained 
by  our  citizens  in  consequence  of  the  spoliathms 
committed  upon  our  commerce.  It  is  evident  that 
this  oountiy,  even  admitting  that  a  war  should 
take  place,  would  wish  to  renew  their  commercial 
connexion  with  Great  Britain.  But  if,  in  con- 
tempt of  the  Law  of  Nations,  we  seize  on  private 
debts,  we  shall  forever  forfeit  all  credit ;  no  trust 
can  be  reposed  in  our  citizens,  and  no  faith  in  our 
Government  No  foreign  merchants  will  ever 
deal  on  credit  with  our  citizens,  from  a  well  guard- 
ed apprehension  that,  in  case  of  a  war  between 
the  countries,  the  sacred  nature  of  private  con- 
tracts will  not  protect  them  against  the  hand  of  a 
Government  which  has  exhibited  the  example  of 
a  deliberate  violation  of  the  Laws  of  Nations. 
When  we  consider  the  immense  advantages  that 
can  be  derived  from  private  credit  and  national 
honor,  it  will  be  easy  to  imagine  the  infinite  mis- 
chief that  must  result  from  a  disregard  of  those 
principles.  \ 

Mr.  S.  objected  to  the  measure  on  the  ground 
that  he  considered  it  to  be  a  deelaratioD  of  war ; 


555 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


556 


H.  or  R] 


Proceeding$, 


[If  ABCH,  1791 


And  he  did  not  think  that  the  circumstances  re- 
quired or  justified  odr  taking  that  step.  He  said 
that  notwithstanding  the  unwarrantable  proceed- 
ings  of  the  British  nation ;  yet,  no  act  had  been 
done  by  the  British  Court  that  clearly  indicated  an 
intention  to  make  war  directly  upon  us,  or  that 
could  be  considered  as  direct  and  intentional  war, 
though  we  might  consider  many  of  their  acts  as 
just  causes  of  making  war  on  our  part 

The  revocation  of  the  order  of  the  6th  of  No- 
vember, the  new  instructions  of  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary, and  the  explanation  given  to  the  merchants 
of  London,  clearly  evidenced  that  a  war  might  be 
avoided  with  that  nation.  While  there  was  the 
remotest  possibility  of  preserving  our  peace  we 
ought  not  to  do  an  act  which  might  endanger  a 
war.  While  then  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Cabinet* would  admit  of  an  explanation,  while 
there  was  a  prospect  that  we  might  obtain  by  ne- 
gotiation restitution  of  the  property  of  our  citi- 
zens or  compensation  for  the  losses  they  had  sus- 
tained, we  ought  to  pursue  that  mode ;  but  if  we 
proceeded  to  make  reprisals  by  adopting  an  illegal 
measure,  it  must  certainly  be  deemed  a  declaration 
of  war. 

The  omission  of  the  regular  means  of  obtaining 
satisfaction  by  negotiation  and  an  unwarrantable 
mode  of  reprisal  would  certainly  be  just  causes  of 
war.  If  we  mnst  be  drivei^  into  a  war  it  would 
be  of  the  highest  advantage  to  us  to  conduct  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  convince  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  that  we  sincerely  wished  to  avoid  it,  and 
that  the  unjust  and  illegal  proceedings  of  their 
own  Court  have  been  the  sole  cause  of  the  war. 
In  such  case  we  have  reason  to  think,  that  so  great 
is  the  interest  of  that  nation  in  preserving  our 
commercial  connexion,  that  a  powerful  party  will 
be  formed  in  our  favor  to  opfK>se  the  injustice  of 
the  Government  The  sentiments  of  the  people 
will  be  against  the  war,  and  the  Court  will  find  it 
extremely  difiQcult  to  maintain  it  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. 

But  if,  without  demanding  an  explanation,  we 
proceed  to  adopt  rash,  violent,  and  unwarrantable 
measures,  the  spirit  of  the  nation  will  rise  against 
us,  and  the  people  will  join  the  Court  in  prose- 
cuting a  war  which  will  be  then  deemed  just  and 
necessary. 

Mr.  S.  then  observed  that  we  ought  to  take  into 
consideration  the  present  situation  of  Europe; 
that  the  late  successes  of  the  French  nation  had 
materially  changed  the  political  prospect  It  was 
possible  that  these  successes  had  been  the  cause 
which  had  produced  an  alteration  in  the  views  of 
the  British  Court.  If  events  had  happened  which 
bad  rendered  the  disposition  of  that  nation  less 
unfriendly  and  hostile,  we  ought  to  take  advantage 
of  that  circumstance,  and  not  do  any  thing  to 
check  the  progress  of  that  favorable  disposition. 
He  most  sincerely  hoped  that  these  successes 
would  convince  the  combined  Powers  of  the  im- 
possibility to  conquer  France,  and  produce  a  gen- 
eral pacification. 

While  such  were  the  prospects,  he  ardently 
wished  that  a  measure  repugnant  to  the  principles 
of  common  honesty  and  common  justice  might 


be  r^ected ;  and  he  hoped  that  no  gentleman  in 
the  Committee  would  vote  in  favor  of  a  proposi- 
tion which  would  fix  an  indelible  stigma  oo  our 
national  character. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Monday,  March  81. 

Mr.  Dkxtbr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  vis 
referred  the  Message  of  the  Pbbsidbmt  or  m 
United  States,  of  the  twenty-eighth  instant,  re- 
lative to  the  execution  of  the  resolve  laying  an 
embargo,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read :  Where- 
upon, 

Beiolved  hy  the  Senate  and  HattMe  of  BepreteiU- 
atives  of  the  United  8tate$  of  America  in  Congrtd 
assembled,  That,  during  the  continuance  of  thei 
present  embargo  no  registered  vessel,  having  on 
board  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  al-l 
lowed  to  depart  from  one  port  of  the  United  States, 
to  any  other  port  within  the  same,  unless  the  mas-i 
tcr,  owner,  consignee,  or  factor,  shall  first  girej 
bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  Conectori 
of  the  district  from  which  she  is  about  to  depart, 
in  a  sum  of  double  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  ca^ 
go,  that  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
shall  be  re-landed  in  some  port  of  the  United: 
States;  which  bond,  and  also  a  certificate  from 
the  Collector  of  the  district  where  the  same  maj  be| 
relanded,  shall,  by  the  Collectors,  respecti?e]x,  bel 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Tha^ 
the  several  Collectors  be  prohibited  from  granting 
a  clearance  to  any  foreign  ship  or  vessd,  in  any 
case  whatever,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
sent embargo,  and  all  armed  vessels,  possessing 
public  commissions  fix>m  any  foreign  Power,  (l^ti 
ters  of  marque  excepted,)  are  to  be  considered  ai 
not  liable  to  the  embargo. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  can^ 
the  said  resolution  to-  the  Senate,  and  desire  tbeic 
concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Boose, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled,  "Aa 
act  to  provide  for  placing  buoys  on  certain  rocks 
off  the  harbor  of  New  London,  and  in  Proridence 
river,"  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose, 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  a  resolution  to  carry 
into  more  complete  effect  the  resolution  directing 
an  embargo ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution,  and,  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *'  An 
act  to  make  provision  for  the  widow  and  orphan 
children  of  Robert  Forsyth,  who  was  killed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  ;*'  to  which  they  desin 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  o( 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  sUte  o( 
i  the  Union  under  consideration,  and  come  to  sere- 
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ni  resolutions  thereupon ;  which  he  deltrered  in  ftt 
the  Clerk's  table. 

Tiie  HooBo  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lutions. 

And  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  resolu- 
tions, being  seTerally  twice  read  at  the  Glerk*s 
table,  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  bj  the  Honse,  as  follows : 

1.  Ruohed^  That  efiectoal  measures  ought  to  be 
adopted  to  complete  the  present  Militaiy  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  that  provision  ought 
to  be  made  that  the  same  may  be  kept  full. 

2.  ReMhed,  That  an  additional  corps  of  artille- 
ry, not  to  exceed  eight  hundred  men,  officers  in- 
claded,  and  also  including  one  chief,  and  four  as- 
sistant engineers,  ought  to  be  raised  for  garrisoning 
the  fortifications,  which  are,  or  may  be  erected,  for 
the  defence  of  the  seacoasts. 

8.  Ruohed^  That  the  FaasioBifT  be  authorised 
tad  empowered  to  call  on  the  Executives  of  the 
several  States,  to  take  effectual  measures,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  organize,  and  hold  in  readiness  to 
narcii  at  a  moment^s  warning,  eighty  thousand 
effective  militia,  officers  included,  to  be  apportion- 
ed to  the  States  respectively,  in  proportion  to  the 
whole  number  of  white  inhabitants ;  that  Is  to  say : 

To  the  State  of— 

Georgia,        - 1,888 

Soath  Carolina, 8,550 

North  Gaii>lina, 7,881 

Kentucky, 1,582 

Virginia, 11,877 

Ma^land, 5,418 

Delaware, 1,266 

Pennsylvania, 10,768 

NewJerKcy,  -        ....        -        4,818 

New  York, 7,971 

Vermont, 2,189 

Connecticut,  -        -        -        -        -        -        5,881 

Khode  Island, 1,697 

Massachusetts, 11,885 

New  Hampshire    -        •        -        •        .        8,544 

80,000 
Which  detachment  of  militia  shall  be  officered  out 
of  the  present  miltUa  officers,  or  others,  at  the  op- 
tion and  discretion  of  the  Constitutional  authority 
of  the  States,  respectively. 

4.  Buolved^  That  any  independent  corps  of 
caralry,  artillery,  or  infantry,  may  be  accepted,  as 
part  of  the  said  detachment  of  militia,  provided 
they  shall  voluntarily  engage;  and  provided  the 
same  shall  be  deemed  eligible  by  the  Prbsidbkt. 

The  fifth  resolution  was  twice  read  at  the  Clerk*s 
table,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
ibilows: 

R'iioloedy  That  the  pBasmsNT  be  desired  to 
request  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  to  take 
effectual  care  that  the  whole  of  the  militia,  as  well 
•8  the  men  detached  as  aforesaid,  be  armed  and 
equipped  according  to  law. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  twice  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  and  debate  arising  thereupon,  an  ad- 
journment was  called  for :  Whereupon,  the  several 
orders  of  the  day  were  further  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


TOBSDAT,  April  1. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  whose 
names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  a  revision  and  amend- 
ment of  the  act,  entitled  *^  An  act  concerning  the 
duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States." 
Also,  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
counties  of  Chester  and  Lancaster,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  the  same  effect 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
Mr.  MooBE,  Mr.  Smiub,  Mr.  M'Dowbll,  Mr. 
Bbattt,  and  Mr.  Spkiog,  with  instruction  to  ex- 
amine the  same,  and  report  to  the  House  the  general 
operation  and  effect  of  the  excise  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  nett  amount  of  revenue  arising 
therefrom. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  make  provision  for  the  widow  and  orphan  chil- 
dren of  Robert  Forsyth,  who  was  killed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  first 
time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'  An  act  to  provide  for  placing  buoys  on  certain 
rocks  off  the  harbor  of  New  London  and  in  Pro- 
vidence river;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were 
agreed  tOr 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
sixth  resolution,  reported  yesterday  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union ;  and  the  same  being  amended  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Beeohoed^  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  organizmg  and  raising  a  military  force, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  to  consist  of  twenty-five  thousand 
men,  rank  and  file,  with  the  proper  officers,  to  serve 

for  the  terra  of years,  or  during  a  war  whioh 

may  break  out  between  the  United  States  and  any 
foreign  European  Power. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  to  the  reso- 
lutions agreed  to  yesterday,  and  that  Mr.  Sbdo- 
wicx,  Mr.  Deabbobn,  Mr.  /ebemiah  Wadswobth, 
Mr.  Dattok,  Mr.  Irvikb,  Mr.  Mebceb,  Mr.  Par- 
KBR,  Mr.  Locke,  and  Mr.  Pickers,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  th6  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  estaWish  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  he  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Uble. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments,  do  lie  on  the  table. 


Wednbsdat,  April  2. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'  An  act 
to  make  provision  for  the  widow  and  orphan  chil- 
dren of  Robert  Forsyth,  who  was  killed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
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time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Od  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

**  Rfolvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  authorised  to  grant  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  commissions  of  marque  and  reprisals  against  the 
Regencies  of  Algiers,  Tripoli,  and  Tunis  :** 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments, reported  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  to  establish  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  said  amendments  being  severally  twice  read 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  the  said  bill  was  then 
further  amended,  and,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments, ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Ar- 
thur St.  Clair;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  >  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  said  report,  and  that  it  be  recommitted 
to    Mr.    FiTzsiMOMs,    Mr.   Thatcher,   and    Mr. 

HWDMAM. 


Thursday,  April  3. 

A  petition  of  Augustine  Seaton,  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  praying  compensation  for  the  value  of 
two  wagons  and  teams,  the  property  of  the  peti- 
tioner, which  were  taken  for  the  use  of  Colonel 
Grayson's  regiment  of  the  late  American  Army ; 
also,  that  he  may  be  reimbursed  a  certain  sum  of 
money,  which  he  advanced  for  supplies  of  clothing 
to  the  said  reffiment,  in  the  year  1777. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
7th  of  February  last,  to  report  whether  any,  and 
what,  alterations  or  amendments  are,  in  their 
opinion,  necessary  in  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  con- 
oerning  the  registering  and  recording  of  ships  or 
vessels '"  also,  in  the  act  entitled  ^  An  act  for  en- 
rolling and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating  the  same;'*  also,  in  the  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels ;"  and,  also,  if  any,  and 
what,  further  Legislative  provision  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on 
foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
and  teas,  be  instructed  to  report  by  way  of  bill  or 
bills. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  encourage  the  re- 
cruiting service ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto;   which  were 


severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hoik<«a. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed  and  lead  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  »  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  27th  of 
February  last,  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  balances  credited  certain  Sttlss,  in 
the  books  of  the  Treasury ;  and  also  for  the  pay- 
ment, by  annual  instalments,  of  the  balances  doe 
from  sundry  of  the  States,  on  a  final  settlement  of 
the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  indi- 
vidual States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 


Friday,  April  4. 

An  engrossed  bill,  to  enconrage  the  recruiting 
service,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  to  establish  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  memorial  of  the  Representatives  of  the  pe<h 
pie  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  Sooth  of 
the  river  Ohio,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted 
as  may  he  deemed  most  expedient  and  effectual  for 
the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  territory  from  the  hostile  incursions  of  the 
Indians ;  also,  for  the  releasement  from  slavenr  of 
such  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  as  are  now 
in  captivity  at  Algiers. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Carnes,  Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  Msbanb,  Mr.  Pickexs, 
and  Mr.  Preston  ;  that  they  do-  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinioo 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  GroODHUE,  from  the  committee  i^^pointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  further  provision  for  secur- 
ing and  collecting  the  duties  on  forei^  and  domes> 
tic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas;  which 
was  read  twice^  and  committed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Qentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Souse  of  Bepreeentativee  :  I 

I  lay  before  you  three  Letters  ftt>m  our  Minister  id  i 
London ;  advices  concerning  the  Algerine  MisivioD,  from  ' 
our  Minister  at  Lisbon,  and  others ;  and  a  Letter  from 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Prendi  Republic  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  his  answer. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unitxd  States,  April  4, 1794. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
two  Houses,  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
what  buuneas  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congren 
in  the  present  session,  and  what  part  of  the  baai- 
ness  now  depending  may  be,  vrithout  great  incoa- 
venience,  postponed  until  the  next  session,  made  a 
report ;  wliich  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  entitled  ^'Afl 
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ict  lizDiting  the  time  for  presenting  claims  for  de- 
itroyed  certificates  of  oertftin  descriptions ;"  and, 
after  some  tim  *.  spent  therein,  the  Oommittee  rose 
•od  reported  progress. 

Ordertd^  Tnat  the  oommittee  appointed  on  the 
Slst  day  of  February  last,  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
I  biil  or  bills  on  the  resolations  providing  ways  and 
Beans  for  deflrayfaig  the  cost  of  a  Naval  Arma* 
Dent)  and  the  annual  expense  thereof,  be  dis- 
charged from  further  proceeding  in  the  same,  and 
that  the  said  resolutions  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 


Monday,  April  7. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
of  Salem,  Beverly,  and  Danvers,  in  the  State  of 
Uassachosetts,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
pnjing  a  revision  and  amendment  of  the  existing 
laws  of  Con^rress,  granting  bounties  to  vessels  em- 
plojed  in  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States,  so  that 
the  Collectors  of  the  Customs  may  be  authorized 
ud  directed  to  pay,  both  for  the  last  year  and  in 
futare,  upon  all  vessels  above  thirty  tons  burden, 
and  not  exceeding  sixty-eight  tons,  the  addition  of 
twenty  per  centum  to  the  allowance  of  two  dol- 
lars and  a  half  for  each  and  every  ton  of  such  ves- 
sel s  admeasurement 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Hr.  Ltxak,  Mr.  Winqats,  and  Mr.  Holtbn; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  Houses 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  fit>m  the  committee  appointed, 
^tsented  a  bill  to  augment  the  military  force  of 
^e  United  States ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
Ditted. 

Mr.  Clark  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

*  Rttolvtd,  That,  until  the  Government  of  Qreat  Bri- 
tiiB  Ffaall  cause  restitution  to  be  made  for  all  lostes  and 
difflages  suatained  by  the  citiieoa  of  the  United  States 
fivD  armed  veieels,  or  from  any  person  or  persons  act- 
iag  under  commission  or  authority  of  the  British  King, 
epntrarj  to  the  Laws  of  Nations,  and  in  violation  of  the 
lighu  of  neutrality ;  and,  also,  until  all  the  posts  now 
h^d  and  detained  oy  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  within 
the  territories  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  surrendered 
^^  given  up,  all  commercial  interconrse  between  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  subjects  of  the 
^Bg  of  Great  Britain,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  ar  ti- 
des of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or 
heUod,  abali  be  prohibited :  Provided,  Soeh  prohibi- 
tioQ  ahali  not  extend  to  vessels  or  their  cargoes,  arriv- 
isg  in  aoT  of  the  porU  of  the  United  States,  before  the 
"■■~-  (fay  of  ^  next :" 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Kr  Sedowtck,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  directing  a  detachment  from  the 
ouiitia  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read  twice, 
>Bd  eomokitted. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  raising  and  organizing  a  corps 
of  artillerists  and  engineers;  which  was  read  twice, 
ttd  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 


the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  2d  in- 
stant, authorizing  the  PaKsmBirr  op  the  Unitcd 
Statks  to  grant  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  commissions  of  marque  and  reprisals  against 
the  Regencies  of  Algiers,  Tripoli,  and  Tunis ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  mo- 
tion under  consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon ;  which  was  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  followa: 

ReMlved^  That  the  President  or  the  UNrnsD 
States  be  authorized  to  grant  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  commissions  of  marque  and  re- 
prisals against  the  Regencies  of  Algiers  and 
Tunis. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Samuel 
Smith,  Mr.  Hartlbt,  and  Mr.  Pabkbr,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  27th 
of  February  last,  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  balances  credited  certain  States  in 
the  books  of  the  Treasury ;  also,  for  the  payment, 
by  annual  instalments,  of  the  balances  due  from 
sundry  of  the  States,  on  the  final  settlement  of  the 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidual States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
again  had  the  said  motion  under  consideration, 
and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Reaohed^  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  for  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  balances 
credited  certain  States  in  the  books  of  the  Trea- 
sury, upon  the  final  settlement  of  the  accounts  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  individual 
States. 

Ordered.  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  bronght  in  pur- 
suant to  tne  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Hill- 
house,  Mr.  M0RRAT,  and  Mr.  Thatcher,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Samuel  Smfth,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent or  the  United  States  to  grant  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal  against  the  Regencies  of 
Algiers  and  Tunis;  which  was  read  twice  aad 
committed. 


Tuesday,  April  8. 

A  petition  of  Joze  Roiz  Silva,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  merchant,  was  presented  and  read,  praying 
that  he  may  be  permitted  to  send  the  ship  called 
the  King  David,  with  her  cargo^  from  the  port  of 
New  York  to  Oporto,  in  Portugal,  she  being  actually 
cleared  out  for  the  place  of  her  destination  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  any  account  of  an  embargo  being 
Uiid  by  the  United  States  on  all  vessels  bound  to 
foreign  porta 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  repre- 
sentation from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
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Kentuckjr,  respecting  the  aiyustment  of  a  claim  of 
that  State  against  the  United  States,  for  the  expense 
of  sundry  expeditions  against  the  Indians ;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  fortify  the  city  of  Annapolis ;  and  that 
Mr.  MuRRAT,  Mr.  Jbremiah  Smith,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, be  the  said  committee. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Metolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  eza* 
mine  into,  and  report  on,  the  practicability  of  obtaining 
a  statement  of  this  principles  on  which  the  accounts  of 
the  individual  States  with  the  United  States  have  been 
settled,  and  a  statement  of  the  several  credits  allowed 
in  the  said  settlement  :** 

It  passed  in  the  negati?e — yeas  89,  nays  66, 
follows: 

YEA8.—Theodorus  Bailey,  Thomas  Blount,  Gabriel 
Obritstie,  Thomns  Claiborne,  William  J.  Dawson,  Eze- 
kiel  Gilbert,  James  Gillespie,  Henry  Glenn,  JamesrGor- 
don,  Christopher  Greenup,William  Barry  Grove, George 
Hancock,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  John  Heath,  William 
Irvine,  Henry  Latimer,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander 
Mebane,  Andrew  Moore,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Robert 
Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott,  John  SmUie.  Thomas  Sprigg, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  John  E.  Van  Allen.  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Franbis  Walker,  John 
WatU.  Benjamin  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nays. — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Abraham  Clark,  David 
Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Isaac  Coles,  Joshua  Coit.  Jonathan 
Dayton,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dex- 
ter, William  Findley,  Tliomas  Fitzsimons,  Uriah  Forrest, 
Dwight  Foster,  WiUiam  B.  Giles,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Benjamin  Goodhue,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,*  James  Hillbouse, 
Samuel  Holten,  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  William  Lyman, 
Francis  Malbone,  William  Montgomery,  Peter  Muhlen- 
berg, William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Andrew 
Pickens,  Theodora  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  George  Tliatcher.  Uriah  Tra- 
cy, Jonathan  Trumbull,  Abraham  Venable,  Peleg 
Wads  worth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward, 
Paine  Wingate,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  House  resoked  itself  into  a  Committee  of- 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  erecting  a  light- 
house on  the  Island  of  Seguin,  in  the  district  of 
Maine;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  allowing  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Tousard  an  equivalent  for  his  pension  for 
life ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chair- 
man reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said 
bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  lad 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  ti 
select  and  report  such  parts  of  tkw  confideDtiil 
communications  made  by  the  PnMamm  op  iM 
Unitko  States  on  the  24th  of  February  hst,  ^ 
are  proper  to  be  made  public ;  and  that  Mr.  Lri 
MAN,  Mr.  Hartley,  and  Mr.  BmiJAMni  Boumn,  Ip 
the  said  committee. 

Mr.  GasKRT,  from  the  committee  appointelfi 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  LeflTert  Lefferts  ui 
others ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CommittM 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  commit 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Nicholi 
Rieb;    and,  after  some  time  spent  therein. 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come 
resolution  thereupon ;  which  was  twice  retd, 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Reeohed,  That  the  Accountant  to  the  War  Oil 
partment  be  directed  to  adjust  and  settle  the  le* 
count  of  Peter  Rieb,  late  an  artificer  in  Golood 
Benjamin  Flower's  regiment  of  artillery,  in  the  8e^ 
vice  of  the  United  States,  from  the  Ist  of  M17, 
1780,  being  the  time  of  bis  enlistment,  until  til 
22d  of  August,  1781,  on  the  sanae  principle  tt 
which  the  accounts  of  those  who  served  in  tbi 
same  corps  were  adjusted  and  settled. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Fn^ 
LET,  Mr.  Grboo,  and  Mr.  Gilbert,  do  prepare  aal 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  alter- 
ations are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  act  entitled 
**  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  Line,  on  Continental  Establishment,  to 
obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miami  asd 
Sciota;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come  to 
several  resolutions  thereupon ;  which  were  sere* 
rally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hoase,  ts 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  second  and  sixth  sections  of 
the  said  act  be  repealed ;  and  that,  in  lieu  thereof 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  patents  to  any  grantee  or  grantees^ 
their  heirs  or  assigns,  upon  application  of  sodi 
grantee  or  grantees,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  pro- 
vided that  the  plat  or  plats,  duly  authenticated,  d 
the  location  and  surveys  of  such  lands,  l>e  first  ^^ 
turned  to  the  oflSce  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Resolved,  That  provision  be  made  by  law,  that 
all  locations  and  surveys  heretofore  duly  made 
upon  the  said  lands,  agreeably  to  the  present  laws 
and  regulations  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  by,  or  oa 
account  of,  the  said  troops,  be  ratified  and  oofr 
firmed. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Neville,  and  Mr.  Orr,  do  prepare  and  brii^ 
in  the  same. 
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Tbc  House  reaolTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
ippointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the  propriety 
of  remitting  tbe  duty  on  imported  bar  iron  in  cer- 
tain cases ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
tbe  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  Ephraim 
Kimberly  to  locate  the  land  warrant  issued  to  him 
for  serrices  in  the  late  American  Army;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
Qoder  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cabnis,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  memorial  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  south  of  the  river  Ohio,  made  a  report ; 
vhich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 


Wbdnksdat,  April  9. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  on 
the  Island  of  Seguin,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  was 
read  tbe  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Leffert  Lefferts 
ud  others  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  Ephraim  Kimber- 
If  to  locate  the  land  warrant  issued  to  him  for  ser- 
vices in  the  late  American  Army,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  allowing  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Toosard  an  equivalent  for  his  pension  lor  life  was 
leid  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  petition  of  John  Gibbon,  Treasurer  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
pnjing  that  separate  certificates  may  be  issued  for 
tbe  pay  of  the  oflBcets  of  the  late  Georgia  line, 
mrteahly  to  a  general  certificate  of  the  list  of  bai- 
lees due  to  theoB,  signed  by  the  late  Commission- 
er of  Army  Accounts,  and  lodged  in  tiie  Treasury 
of  tbe  said  State. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
^ole  House,  on  the  motion  of  the  7th  inst,  to 
prohibit  all  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
citizens  of  tbe  United  States  and  the  subjects 
of  tbe  King  of  Great  Britain,  so  far  as  the  same 
f^^pecta  articles  of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
pPiJgresa. 

Hr  Hkath  presented  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
^titled  '*  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Continental  Establish- 
Dtent,  to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying  North- 
vest  of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  little  Miami 
Slid  Sciota;"  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 


nate to  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  limiting  the  time 
for  presenting  claims  for  destroyed  certificates  of 
certain  descriptions;"  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit^ 
tee  had  had  the  said  amendments  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  no  amendment  thereto.  And,  on 
the  question  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amendments,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act  to  erect  a  light-house 
on  the  headland  of  Cape  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted 
beacon  on  Ocracock  Island,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,"  be  dischaiiged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  same ;  and  that  the  said  bill,  together  with 
the  representation  of  Richard  Wade,  and  others^ 
and  the  report. of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
thereon,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  Talbot, 
and  Mr.  Dbabbobn. 


Thursdat,  April  10. 

NON-INTERCOURSE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  motion  of  the  7th 
instant,  to  prohibit  all  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  citisEens  of  the  United  States  and  the  sub- 
jects of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  so  far  as  the 
same  respects  articles  of  the  growth  or  manufacture 
of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said  he  was  sorry  to  rise,  unpre- 
pared as  he  was,  as  he  had  yesterday  occupied  as 
great  a  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Committee  as 
perhaps  he  was  entitled  to.  He  had  hoped  some 
other  gentleman  would  have  risen,  who,  having 
better  arranged  his  ideas  than  himself,  had  a  pre- 
ferable claim  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee. 
Unprepared  as  he  was,  he  could  not  permit  a  ques- 
tion so  important  as  that  under  consideration  to 
pass,  without  entering  against  it  his  solemn  pro- 
test :  a  question  involving  the  dearest  interests  of 
our  country,  and  threatening  to  exchange  the  un- 
exampled prosperity  it  had  for  some  years  enjoyed, 
for  all  the  horrors  of  war.  He  said  he  the  more 
regretted  the  part  he  was  bbliged  to  take  on  this 
occasion,  because  he  feared  he  should,  in  his  vote, 
divide  from  many  gentlemen  whom  he  much  re- 
spected; but  as  his  opinion  had  been  formed  on 
mature  deliberation,  neither  his  honor,  his  con- 
science, nor  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  country, 
would  permit  him  to  be  silent  If  the  evils  he 
foresaw  should  result  from  the  measure  under  con- 
sideration, he  wished  it  might  be  known  that  no 
part  of  them  could  with  justice  be  imputed  to  him 
as  their  author.  If,  therefore,  he  should  be  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  stand  single  and  alone,  he  would 
not  fail  to  oppose,  as  far  as  he  could,  tbe  measure 
before  the  Committee. 

That  ii\juries  unprovoked  and  inexcusable  had 
been  inflicted  by  Great  Britain  on  this  country, 
was  acknowledged  by  all.  No  roan  felt  stronger 
indignation  than  himself  at  the  insults  which  had 
been  offered  to  our  country,  and  the  wrongs  which 
had  been  done  to  our  citizens ;  no  man  was  less 
disposed  tamely  to  bear  the  haughty  and  unpro- 
voked aggressions  of  any  foreign  nation ;  no  man 
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would  go  further  to  procure  redress  for  our  wound- 
ed honor,  and  indemnification  for  our  injured  citi- 
zens. If,  after  seeking  reparation  in  the  way  dic- 
tated by  prudence  and  humanity,  happily  pre- 
scribed by  the  modem  usages  of  ctTiliz^  nations 
And  commanded  by  the  principle  of  religion ;  if  fair 
negotiation  should  be  tried,  and  justice  not  ob- 
tained, he  would  then  seek  redress  by  the  means 
which  Qod  and  nature  had  given  us.  He  remem- 
bered well  the  miseries  and  vices  of  war,  a  war  in 
which  he  had  taken  a  part  It  was  a  war  of  honor 
and  interest :  he  well  remembered  its  circumstan- 
ces and  efiEects.  He  had  lived  to  see  the  wastes  of 
that  war  repaured;  to  see  a  state  of  order  and 
security  ;  to  see  his  country  progressing  in  all  the 
means  of  happiness.  No  man  who  loved  his  counr 
try  and  rejoiced  in  its  prosperity,  would  consent, 
,but  from  inevitable  necessity,  to  see  it  again 
plunged  in  the  horrors  of  war. 

Although  all  combined  in  opinion  that  our  ii\ju- 
ries  were  great,  that  they  must  be  redressed,  yet 
no  one  had  suggested  that  war  should  precede  ne- 
gotiation. Respecting  this,  there  was  happily  but 
one  opinion.  On  every  side  of  the  House,  it  was 
acknowledged  a  duty  indispensable  in  our  present 
situation,  to  state  our  complaints  of  injuries  to  the 
authors  of  them,  and  to  demand  redress.  We  were 
only  divided  as  to  the  manner  of  our  application, 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  our  demand 
should  be  made.  He  had  already,  on  another  oc- 
casion, taken  the  liberty  to  declare  his  opinion  of 
the  line  of  conduct  which  was  dictated  by  our 
present  situation :  that  we  should  manifest  that  we 
were  averse  to  war ;  but,  should  it  become  inevita- 
ble, we  should  encounter  it  with  that  undaunted 
apirit  which  became  freemen,  insulted  in  their 
honor  and  injured  in  their  rights.  He  had  the  most 
-perfect  confidence  in  the  bravery  of  our  citizens. 
At  the  same  time  that  he  knew  they  would  never 
suiTonder  their  rights,  he  was  sensible  that  they 
would  avoid,  if  possible,  an  unnecessary  and  wan- 
ton effusion  of  blood. 

Gentlemen  had  disclaimed  any  intention  to 
adopt  any  measures  tending  to  war;  they  had 
said  this  measure  had  no  tendency  to  such  an 
event  This  assertion  he  could  not  believe,  be- 
cause this  measure  contained  a  threat  of  incon- 
venience ;  and  every  threat  of  inconvenience  was 
-a  cause  of  irritation,  and  every  irritation  between 
nations  who  had  already  differences  to  decide,  un- 
doubtedly tended  to  widen  the  breach,  and  of 
course  to  produce  war.  If  gentlemen  were  sin- 
cere in  their  declarations,  that  all  differences  be- 
tween America  and  Great  Britain  should  be  ter- 
minated by  peaceable  negotiation,  (and  he  would 
not  call  their  sincerity  in  question) ;  if  Great  Bri- 
tun  was  proud,  haughty,  and  insolent,  as  she  had 
been  repeatedly  denominated ;  was  it  probable,  he 
asked,  that  she  would  be  more  inclined  to  do  us 
justice,  by  enlisting  her  pride  and  insolence  against 
us? 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  late  violences  by  which 
the  property  of  our  citizens  had  been  plundered, 
was  the  immediate  and  avowed  cause  of  the  pre- 
sent measure;  that  as  yet  no  representation  of 
•these  injuries-^no  demand  for  compensation  had 


been  made ;  that  such  representation  and  dero 
should  precede  hostility  was  conceded  by  all 
only  then  remained  to  be  considered,  in 
terms  and  manner  such  claim  should  be  exhibit 
In  terms,  he  said,  doubtless  firm  and  decided ; 
if  it  was  intended  to  produce  the  desired  eSkt 
peace,  and  to  prevent  hostility,  the  language  shm 
be  decent  and  conciliatory.     He  called  on  gen 
men  to  show  an  instance,  in  modem  tiroes,  wh 
a  nation  complaining  of  injuries,  but  desiroas 
peace,  had  accompanied  their  demands  of  jastii 
with  threats    of  inconvenience?     The  opp  * 
practice  was  universally  established,  and  on 
known  principles  of  human  nature.    He  appe: 
to  the  feelings  of  every  honorable  man  in 
Committee,  whether  demands  for  justice  and 
paration  for  injuries  were  enforced  by  tbreti 
Whether  repugnance  to  a  compliance  with  sui 
demands  was  not  created  by  such   means? 
every   man  felt  the  operation  of  this  principl 
how  much  more  powerful  would  it  be  on 
minds  of  the  Governors  of  a  nation  styled  p 
and  insolent?    He  said  he  would  charge  no 
with  an  intention  to  involve  this  country  in  s 
the  horrors  and  desolating  scenes  of  war.  ! 
could  not,  however,  help  declaring,   that  war  < 
amicable  negotiation  evidently  must   decide  n 
controversies  between  America  and  Great  Britiii 
and  that  were  his  mind  determined  on  the  forme 
he  should  recommend  those  measures  which  gei 
tlemen  had  brought  forward  to  the  consideratid 
of  the  House,  as  the  most  operative  means  of  rd 
dering  the  event  certain,  and  of  banishing  eyer 
prospect  of  accommodation.    To  seize  on  Britia 
property,  to  confiscate  or  sequester  British  dew 
to  annihilate  as  fiir  as  in  our  power  her  commed 
to  starve  her  manufacturers,  and  to  hnmble  U 
pride ;  these  were  infallible  means  of  defeating  n^ 
gotiation,  and  of  uniting,  as  one  man,  that  natio 
against  ns,  in  all  the  views  of  her  administration. 
It  had  been  said,  that  a  principal  benefit  to  I 
expected  from  the  institution  of  Republican  G< 
vemment  was,  that  cool  and  temperate  refledio 
would  direct  the  conduct  of  nations.    Bow 
our  conduct  on  this  occasion  had  verified  such 
expectation,  he  wished  gentlemen  to  reflect 
had  himself  fondly  hoped,  in  the  Government 
this  country,  to  have  seen  these  principles  exe 
plified,  and  all  intemperance  of  expression,  a 
all  thereat  of  passion,  banished.   It  had  been  sai 
that  a  statesman  should  be  all  intellect:  neT 
surely,  was  a  time  or  a  country,  which  more  i 
quired  than  the  present  time,  and  by  this  countH 
the  exercise  of  cool  temper,  to  the  exclusion  d 
passion,  to  conduct  with  safety  the  political  ira 
chine  through  surrounding  dangers.    He  well  rt 
membered  a  former  non-importation  agrcementi 
he  remembered,  too,  its  effects ;  they  were  sua 
as  might  have  been  expected ;  they  were  sa^h  * 
to  convince  everv  cool  and  considerate  man,  tha 
the  measure  itself  was  impolitic  and  unwise,   i 
immediately  raised  the  price  of  all  articles  of  "ij 
portation  to  an  exorbitant  and  extravagant  1^^'?"* 
Hence  it  was  immediately  beneficial  to  iroporttil 
and  shopkeepers,  and  hence  it  may  be  easy  to  un* 
derstand  why  this  measure  was  said  to  be  so  popo 
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lir  io  Philadelphia  aod  other  great  towns.  But, 
as  the  Representatives  of  the  whole  People  of 
Amerid,  the  Legislature  ought  to  reflect,  that  in 
proportion  as  this  measure  would  operate  bene- 
ScUlly  to  the  dealers  in  imported  commodities,  it 
voaid  become  burdensome  and  oppressive  to  those 
vbo  are  best  entitled  to  our  regard — the  substan- 
ijil  yeomanry  of  the  oouatry-*on  whom  we  must 
principally  depend  for  support,  in  the  arduous  con- 
flict which  we  had  too  much  reason  to  apprehend. 
If  we  must  eventually  support  our  claims  by  arms, 
the  more  property  we  could  import  before  the 
commeocement  of  war,  the  more  beneficial  would 
it  be.  In  that  case,  the  most  wise  and  prudent 
policy  would  be,  that  which  would  give  the  great* 
est  extent  to  our  credit ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  the 
most  unwise  and  wretched,  that  which  would 
teod  to  deprive  our  people  of  the  ordinary  means 
of  supplies. 

If  this  system  should  prevail,  were  we  to  re- 
ceive firitish  productions  through  other  countries  ? 
Taii  would  be  injuring  ourselves,  without  affecting 
Gnat  Britain.  Was  there  any  other  country  which 
could  give  us  the  same  supplies  we  wanted? 
There  certainly  was  none.  Were  we  to  depend  on 
ourselves  alone,  the  inconvenience  would  be  great, 
if  not  intolerable.  What,  he  further  asked,  would 
became  of  our  produce,  in  the  event  contemplated? 
Without  entering  into  a  minute  detail,  he  said,  he 
would  venture  to  pronounce  that  a  great  part  of  it 
vould  perish  on  our  band& 

It  was,  he  said,  doubtful,  how  far  at  any  time 
^e  proposed  system  might  go  to  distress  Great 
Briain ;  but,  at  this  time,  it  would  afford  facility 
to  her  in  recruiting  her  fleets  and  armies.  Were 
ntnufacturers  and  laborers  .thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  thereby  deprived  of  bread,  they 
vould  be  alike  stimulated  by  want  and  despair  to 
fight  the  battles  of  their  country,  against  those 
vbo  had  reduced  them  to  necessity.  In  short,  he 
aw  nothing  which  should  stimulate  the  Legisla- 
tors to  adopt  this  measure,  but  passion  without, 
u)d  resentment  within,  these  walla  He  saw  my 
^ing  io  the  system  itself,  as  it  respected  Great 
Bntain,  but  vain  and  ineffectual  irritation ;  no- 
^i^g  in  relation  to  our  own  country,  but  defeat, 
frtfichedness,  and  want 

He  said  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  suggest  to 
^s  Committee  certain  Constitutional  consider- 
ations. The  answers  which  had  been  given  had 
U  no  means  been  satisfiictor}^  It  was  incumbent 
<>D  gentlemen  who  had  so  frequently  warned  us 
«  the  danger  of  usurping  power — who  had  so 
'r^aently,  and  in  language  so  animated,  charged 
u  to  avoid  grasping  power,  by  implication  and 
^struction ;  it  was  incumbent  on  those  gentle- 
iB^  would  they  preserve  consistency  of  charao- 
^  clearly  to  demonstrate  the  authority  which 
^ey  assumed,  that  it  might  not  be  supposed  that 
tAeir  construction  of  the  Constitution  was  a  con- 
TtQieot  accommodation  to  the  existing  circum- 
»*i)ces.  It  was  not  now  a  question  whether  the 
(tople  had  made  a  wise  or  prudent  distribution  of 
^  powers  of  their  Government :  they  had  de- 
clared their  will,  and  that  will  we  were  bound  by 
^^«7  con^deration  of  honor  and  duty  to  execute. 


In  the  instrument  under  which  we  acted,  thej 
had  declared  that  the  Prbsidxnt,  under  certain 
modifications,  should  be  their  organ,  to  treat  ex- 
clusively with  foreign  Powers.  This  authority, 
thus  exclusively  delegated,  includes  all  the  terma 
on  which  a  treaty  could  be  formed.  What  was 
the  present  measure?  Prescribing  the  terms  of 
treaty,  and  restraining  the  Constitutional  power 
from  treating  on  any  other  terms.  If  the  Legis- 
lature could  prescribe  those  terms^  in  this  instance, 
it  may  then  prescribe  all  the  terms,  in  every  in* 
stance;  and  of  course  control,  in  all  things,  the 
exercise  of  that  power. 

To  this  reasoning  two  answers  have  been  given ; 
the  one  by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Smiub,]  that  the  Legislature  might  make  such  a 
law,  because  the  Executive  could  repeal  it  He 
really  could  not  comprehend  the  force  of  the  rea- 
soning ;  he  was  ghul,  however,  he  could,  with  per- 
fect confidence,  contradict  the  assertion,  which  hQ 
was  sure  would  be  a  very  disgusting  one  to  the 
people  of  America.  There  was,  in  fact,  in  no  in* 
stance,  an  authority  given  to  the  Executive  to  ro> 
peal  a  Constitutional  act  of  the  Legislature.  The 
other  answer  was  that  given  by  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Nicholas,]  that  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  the  exercise  of  this  power,  if  it  should 
be  assented  to  by  the  Phbsii>bkt  and  Senate. 
This  was  still  a  more  extraordinary  and  unsatis- 
factory answer,  than  the  other.  It  implied  that 
the  Prbsidbnt  and  Senate  could  make  grants  of 
power  to  this  House  not  contained  in  the  Consti- 
tution. To  this  he  would  answer,  that  all  the 
powers  which  the  House  could  legally  exercise, 
were  expressed  in  the  instrument  under  which  we 
acted;  that  those  powers  could  be  neither  en- 
larged nor  abridged,  by  any  man  or  body  of  men 
on  earth,  but  in  the  way  pointed  out  by  the  in* 
strument  itself. 

Mr.  S.  said,  these  jconsiderations  he  had  express- 
ed without  any  previous  preparation,  as  they  oc- 
curred to  his  mind.  Should  gentiomen  who  view- 
ed the  subject  in  the  light  he  did  remain  sileiit,  he 
would,  in  the  further  progress  of  this  measure,  he 
pledged  himself,  with  more  prderly  arrangement, 
and  he  hoped  with  more  perspicuity  and  force, 
address  himself  to  the  consideration  of  this  Com- 
mittee, or  of  the  House.  It  would  avail  little  to 
tell  him  that  his  opposition  would  be  unpopular ; 
no  man  more  than  himself  wished  the  good  opin- 
ion of  his  countrymen,  but  no  personal  inconve- 
nience, no  loss  of  fame  or  popular  affection,  should 
ever  induce  him  to  see  his  country  threatened 
with  evils  incalculable  in  number  and  duration, 
without  warning  her  of  her  danger;  a  country 
which  he  loved,  and  which  he  might,  on  this  oo« 
casion,  be  permitted  to  say,  he  had  long  served 
with  honest  fidelity,  and  without  a  single  instance 
of  sinister  or  mere  personal  regard. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 


Friday,  April  11. 
NON-INTERCOURSE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
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^e  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  7th 
instant,  to  prohibit  all  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the 
subjects  of  the  Ring  of  Great  Britain,  so  far  as  the 
same  respects  articles  of  the  growth  or  manufac- 
ture of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  first  rose  this  day,  and  said :  Mr. 
Chairman,  in  a  question  of  so  much  national  im- 
portance, there  needed  no  apology  from  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  for  claiming  their  attention, 
while  he  gave  the  reasons  for  his  vote.  The  im- 
patience shown  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Clark]  or 
any  other  gentleman,  for  the  question,  ought  not 
to  influence  any  member  of  the  Committee.  When 
the  fate  of  a  nation  of  as  much  consequence  as 
the  United  States,  appeared  to  be  suspended  on  a 
vote,  the  least  to  be  expected  from  gentlemen  was, 
to.act  with  freedom,  deliberation,  and  independence. 
He  supposed  he  should  be  among  those  who,  at 
the  taking  of  the  question,  would  probably  be  found 
in  the  minority.  That  this  would  be  his  vote,  if  he 
was  convinced  that  he  should  be  single  and  alone. 
He  felt  himself  deeply  and  seriously  affected  with 
a  view  of  the  precipice  on  which,  in  his  appre- 
hension, his  country  seemed  to  stand,  and  he 
wished,  for  his  own  part,  to  take  a  full  and  delibe- 
rate view  of  it,  before  he  joined  in  precipitating  a 
leap,  that  might  not  add  to  her  safety  or  happiness. 
Reasoning  and  not  declamation  should  be  expected 
from  gentlemen  in  &vor  of  the  measure  under  con- 
sideration. 

He  said,  he  would  address  himself  to  the  judg- 
ments, and  not  to  the  passions  of  the  Committee. 
He  acknowledged  it  might  fall  to  his  lot  to  mis- 
take the  true  and  essential  interests  of  his  country ; 
but,  if  this  should  be  the  case,  he  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  that  it  would  arise  from  the  most 
honest  and  upright  intentions.  It  was,  therefore, 
on  these  principles,  that  he  should  proceed  in  giv- 
ing his  opinion  on  the  important  resolution  on  the 
table. 

But,  before  he  went  further,  he  could  not  forget 
Uie  respectful  compliment  paid  yesterday  by  his 
honorable  friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith]  to 
his  moderation  and  grey  hairs ;  indeed,  he  should 
not  have  taken  it  to  himself,  as  he  had  the  honor 
of  having  white,  instead  of  grey  hairs,  had  not 
Mr.  S.'s  attention  been  immediately  fixed  on  him. 
If  either  age  or  moderation  would  command  his 
worthy  friend's  close  consideration  of  this  subject, 
he  besought  him,  as  well  as  the  other  gentlemen 
of  the  committee,  to  join  in  attending  to  it  calm- 
ly and  seriously  for  a  few  moments,  before  the  die 
was  cast  He  said,  he  owed  much,  on  behalf  of  his 
country,  to  that  gentleman  for  his  services  in  the 
field  during  the  late  war,  when  both  his  zeal  and 
his  passions  were  rendered  so  eminently  useful, 
that  he  could  with  pleasure  apologize  at  all  times 
for  his  warmth  and  animation  on  any  subject 
when  their  common  country  was  not  to  be' affected. 
But  would  he  permit  him,  earnestly,  to  request 
that,  with  other  members,  he  would  call  to  mind, 
that  they  were  now  the  Representatives  of  four 
millions  of  people  ?  That  perhaps  the  lives  of  thou- 
sands of  their  fellow-citizens  were  depending  on  a 
single  vote.    That  the.  welfare  of  a  country,  dearer 


to  them  than  life,  was  at  stake.  Gentlemen  man 
therefore,  agree,  that  the  question  was  a  serioi^ 
one,  and  deserved  to  be  treated  with  the  most  sd 
rious  and  deliberate  consideration.  Judgment,  atu 
not  resentment,  should  direct  the  final  determin^ 
tion,  let  it  be  what  it  may,  and  p:^^  a  sanction  % 
all  their  measures. 

He  observed,  that  gentlemen  against  the  qu 
tion  had  been  accused  of  want  of  propriety,  i 
looking  calmly,  and  without  the  exercise  of  the 
passions,  on  the  sufferings  of  the  unhappy  pi 
ers  at  Algiers,  and  the  piratical  spoliations  of 
fellow-citizens  in  the  West  Indies.  Yes,  sir, 
he,  when  he  knew  that  it  was  neither  passion  m 
declamation  that  could  afford  effective  relief 
these  suffering  members  of  the  political  body, 
should  continue  to  persist  in  that  steady,  serioi 
and  deliberate  line  of  conduct,  that,  in  his  esti 
tion,  was  only  calculated  to  produce  that  pe 
nent  and  efficient  nid  and  relief,  which  their 
treme  distress  so  loudly  called  for;  but,  in  histui 
he  asked  gentlemen  to  give  up  their  warmth 
this  occasion,  that  they  might  also  reflect,  en 
without  passion,  on  the  number  of  their  fellon^^ci 
zens  that  must  fall  a  sacrifice  in  the  most  succi 
ful  war.  Will  not  gentlemen  weigh  well 
vote,  that  may  possibly  increase  the  number 
mourning  widows  and  helpless  orphans  ? 

These   considerations   had  led  him  to  consid 
the  measure  now  proposed,  as  of  great  momi 
and  importance,  and  to  wish  it  might  be  reason 
on  and  considered  in  a  manner  becoming  Legi^] 
tors  and  Representatives  of  United  America,  w 
have  been  sent  here  as  her  counsellors  and  xn 
tees,  and  to  whom  she  has  committed  her  best  ani 
most  sacred  interests.     He  said,  for  argument! 
sake,  and  to  simplify  the  debate,  lest  he  should  a 
drawn   into   unnecessary  disputation,  he  shouH 
concede  for  the  present:  The  constitotionalitr o 
the  resolution  proposed ;  the  right  of  the  Commit 
tee  to  originate  and  determine  on    the  measurel 
the  unprovoked  aggressions  of  Great  Britain  i 
warrant  and  justify  the  prohibition.  , 

These  arguments  had  been  repeated  and  urg«j 
with  great  apparent  force,  by  gentlemen  in  favw 
of  the  affirmative  side  of  the  question,  but,  weh 
the  principles  arising  from  these  facts  sufficient  \i 
justify  a  determination  in  favor  of  so  harsh  and 
unprecedented  a  proceeding,  without  preyious!^ 
demanding  an  explanation  and  full  indemniiica' 
tion,  agreeably  to  the  customs  and  usages  oi  otbel 
nations? 

Would  arguments  of  this  kind  satisfy  our  con' 
stituents,  if  they  should  find  themselves  suddenN 
plunged  into  an  expensive  and  ruinous  war?  WouM 
it  not  very  naturally  be  asked,  why  were  not  m 
true  interests  of  the  United  States  under  these  eij 
isting  circumstances  carefully  inquired  into,  vm 
made  the  principal  and  leading  object  of  attentir* 
consideration  t  In  his  opinion,  this  should  pecU' 
liarly  be  the  sum  of  their  present  inquiry— w»s  » 
not  the  duty  of  the  Committee  critically  to  exam- 
ine into  the  preparation  they  were  in  for  a  step, 
that  in  the  imagination  of  some  gentlemen  o(  cm- 
racter  and  reputation,  at  the  last,  might  precipitate 
lour  country  into  an  immediate  war?    Were  our 
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ports  and  harbors  in  any  tolerable  state  of  defence? 
Were  our  magazines  and  arsenals  properly  sup- 
plied ?  Were  our  citizens  in  a  state  of  organiza- 
tion as  t  militia  f  In  short,  did  not  the  measure 
threaten  a  sudden  transition  from  a  state  of  pro- 
band peace  and  happiness,  unequalled  by  any 
nation,  into  a  state  of  war  and  bloodshed,  without 
taking  those  preTious  and  prudent  measures  that 
might  probably  lead  to  an  avoidance  of  this  na- 
tional eyil,  or  at  all  events  enable  us  to  meet  it 
with  decision  and  effect? 

Gentlemen  had  referred  the  Committee  to  the 
oondact  of  America,  in  1776,  and  the  success  of 
the  late  war  has  been  urged  for  our  encourage- 
ment The  non-importation  agreement  has  been 
recarred  to  ss  a  precedent  in  point  He  said,  he 
vas  well  acquainted  with  most  of  the  events  of 
the  late  Revolution.  The  first  motions  towards 
it,  foand  him  engaged  in  the  common  cause,  and 
hln  best  endeavors  to  complete  and  secure  it,  had 
oerer  since  been  wanting.  He  well  remembered 
the  consequences  of  the  non-importation  agree- 
ment, and  the  sufferings  of  our  brave  fellow-citi- 
leng  from  that  imprudent  measure.  He  had  track- 
ed them  over  the  frozen  ground  by  their  blood,  from 
the  want  of  shoes,  and  was  sensible,  that  many 
had  periished  by  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  for 
Vint  of  tents  and  clothing ;  that  agreement  was 
rniirersally  reprobated,  as  a  measure  imprudently 
eotered  into  on  the  principle  of  expecting  to  be 
ioTolved  in  a  war,  which  had  it  been  then  contem- 
plated, nothing  could  have  justified.  Mr.  B.  ap- 
pealed to  the  knowledge  of  many  men  who  heard 
him,  that  this  agreement  had  often  been  urged  to 
Great  Britain,  as  a  conclusive  evidence,  that  at 
the  time  of  its  adoption,  America  had  not  the  least 
intention  of  independence,  or  a  separation  from 
the  Mother  country;  otherwise,  she  could  never 
hare  been  guilty  of  so  impolitic  a  resolution.  He 
>&ked,  then,  if  the  Committee  would  now  repeat 
the  mistake  with  their  eyes  open,  and  ez[iose  our 
opuntrj  to  the  same  misfortunes,  and  our  fellow- 
dtiztins  to  a  repetition  of  sufferings,  by  a  measure 
that  promised  not  one  important  advantage  to  the 
Union  that  he  had  heard  of?  In  the  late  war, 
America  had  all  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  other 
European  nations  open  to  her,  but  now  circum- 
^nces  would  be  altered;  in  case  of  a  war,  the 
Terr  reverse  would  be  our  position,  excepting  as  to 
those  of  France. 

Mr.  B.  confessed,  that  his  arguments  were  found- 
^  on  his  conviction  that  the  resolution  was  a 
measare  that  would  necessarily  produce  war,  im- 
i&ediate,  inevitable  war. 

His  reasons  were  drawn  from  the  present  state 
^  Great  Britain,  being  in  alliance  with  the  prin- 
cN  Powers  of  Europe,  and  under  treaties  to 
^ke  all  wars,  arising  from  the  united  opposition 
^  France,  a  common  cause. 

The  necessity  she  would  haye  of  employing  her 
SQpemuinerary  hands,  if  not  in  manufactures,  in 
^r  armies  and  navies,  to  prevent  trouble  at  home, 
sdded  to  her  old  grudge  against  us  on  account  of 
P^nciples,  that  promise  much  trouble  to  all  the 
Monarchs  of  Europe.  Her  late  conduct  with  re- 
pxA  to  our  trade,  founded  on  the  instructions  of 


the  8th  June,  and  6th  Norember  last  Her  with- 
holding the  posts,  contrary  to  every  principle  of 
justice  and  good  faith,  and  against  the  most  posi- 
tive assurances.  And  lastly,  from  the  anxiety  to 
regain  the  Territory  between  the  Lakes  and  the 
Mississippi.  He  agreed  that  neither  of  these  singly, 
nor  even  the  whole  together,  could  justify  her  in 
her  own  opinion,  in  making  an  open  attack  upon  us, 
but  might  tempt  her  to  construe  the  measure  before 
the  Committee  into  an  act  of  hostility  on  our  part, 
as  contrary  to  our  professed  neutrality.  He  said, 
it  was  a  point  conceded  in  the  Laws  of  Nations, 
that  granting  to  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers  ad- 
vantages in  your  ports,  which  were  refused  to  an- 
other, was  a  breach  of  neutrality. 

The  object  with  Great  Britain  would  be,  to  con- 
vince her  allies,  that  the  aggression  arose  on  ac- 
count of  the  war  with  France,  to  prevail  on  them 
to  make  it  a  common  cause;  and  in  this  they 
would  not  want  plausible  evidence.  It  was  not 
sufficient,  he  alleged,  that  we  knew  ourselves  in- 
nocent of  the  charge.  We  should  be  prudently 
careful  not  unnecessarily  to  give  reason  to  justify 
the  construction.  If  the  previous  steps  of  nego- 
tiation, used  by  all  civilized  nations,  were  neglect- 
ed, they  would  have  the  advantage  of  the  argu- 
ment and  we  should  injure  ourselves.  He  asked 
if  any  gentleman  would  say  that  a  prohibition  of 
commerce  at  the  eve  of  a  war,  or  even  the  appre- 
hension of  it,  was  wisely  calculated  to  clothe  an 
army,  replenish  our  magazines,  supply  our  arsen- 
als or  provide  a  revenue  by  which  to  support  a 
war? 

He  wished  erery  member  had  taken  the  trouble 
he  had  done,  of  looking  into  their  stores,  inquiring 
what  was  on  hand,  calculating  what  would  be  ab- 
solutely necessary,  and  reflecting  seriously  and 
dispassionately  on  the  sources  of  supply.  If  they 
had,  he  doubted  not  but  that  they  would  find  some- 
thing more  than  passion  and  resentment  necessary, 
to  meet  the  probable  consequences  of  so  premature 
a  determination. 

It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  gentlemen  to 
differ  on  important  measures ;  and  he  would  not 
even  insinuate,  that  he  might  not  be  found  wrong 
in  these  ideas,  and  wholly  mistaken  in  his  con- 
jectures on  this  occasion,  but  he  begged  members 
to  consider  the  different  ground  on  which  the  two 
sides  of  the  House  stood.  If  the  minority,  of  whom 
he  expected  to  be  one,  should  in  the  end  be  found 
to  have  been  alarmed  with  consequences  altogether 
unfounded,  and  that  the  issue  proved  successful  to 
the  peace  of  our  common  country,  they  would  have 
the  happiness  of  rejoicing  with  the  majority  in 
their  superior  wisdom  and  foresight ;  and  though 
even  they  should  suffer  in  character,  yet  their 
country  would  be  saved.  But  if  the  minority 
should  in  the  end  be  right,  and  our  country  should 
be  deluged  in  a  destructive  war,  and  her  best  in- 
terests be  endangered  by  the  discovery  of  the  mis- 
take too  late  for  redress,  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the 
resolution,  would  seriously  regret,  that  they  had 
not  at  least  used  more  caution. 

He  said,  as  at  present  advised,  he  should  give 

his  vote  against  the  resolution.    It  would  be  from 

I  a  thorough  conviction,  on  the  most  careful  exam- 
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illation,  that  the  resolution  was  against  tbo  interest 
and  welfare  of  the  United  States,  ail  circumstances 
considered.  And  this  he  should  do,  wholly  regard- 
less of  the  malevolent  insinuations  that  Britain  had 
aa  influence  in  that  House.  He  felt  a  conscious 
dignity  of  mind,  a  Tirtuous  pride  of  heart,  in  be- 
lieving that  it  was  not  all  the  wealth  of  that 
opulent  nation  could  purchase  his  influence  to  a 
single  measure  injurious  to  his  country ;  and  under 
that  conviction,  he  could  not  believe  there  was  a 
member  of  the  Committee  in  a  different  predica- 
ment 

He  again  repeated,  that  he  should  most  sincerely 
rejoice,  if  this  measure  should  be  adopted,  to  find, 
in  the  end,  that  his  mind  had  viewed  it,  as  pro- 
ductive of  consequences  that  were  wholly  un- 
founded ;  and,  although  under  his  present  view  of 
the  subject,  considering  it  as  inimiod  to  his  coun- 
try, he  was  bound  in  conscience  to  vote  against  it, 
yet  the  Councils  of  America  were  directed  by 
superior  wisdom,  and  that  this  country  had  reaped 
the  rich  harvest  of  peace  and  happiness.  But  it 
might  now  be  asked,  if  it  was  meant  passively  to 
submit  to  the  injuries  acknowledged  on  all  hands  to 
have  been  sustained  by  the  imperious  and  overbear- 
ing conduct  of  Qreat  Britain  ?  He  answered  no,  by 
no  means. 

He  would  follow  the  examples  and  pursue  the  mea- 
sures of  other  nations  in  like  circumstances — ex- 
amples and  measures  founded  in  policy  and  sound 
understanding.  He  would  by  a  special  Envoy, 
make  known  to  that  Court,  our  sense  of  her  un- 
warrantable aggressions;  he  would  demand*  im- 
mediate indemnification  for  the  present,  and  secur- 
ity against  future  sufferings  of  the  like  nature — ^in- 
sist on  a  categorical  answer,  after  applying  to  her 
justice  and  best  interests;  and  if  at  last  a  war  must 
be  only  means  of  obtaining  justice,  he  would  then 
(beiog  previously  prepared)  meet  it,  as  became  a 
free  and  independent  nation,  trusting  to  the  right- 
eousness of  her  cause. 

By  this  means  the  other  nations  of  Europe 
would  be  made  acquainted  with  our  complaints — 
become  witnesses  to  our  love  of  peace,  and  bear 
testimony  to  the  justice  of  our  appeal  to  arms.  He 
said,  he  had  fully  considered  the  question— he  had 
viewed  it  in  every  point  of  light — he  had  endea- 
vored to  consider  the  consequences  which  most 
probably  would  arise  from  it,  and  he  could  not 
convince  his  mind,  that  the  measure  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  any  good  to  the  United  States,  while  it 
offered  many  reasons  to  conclude,  that  it  might  be 
fraught  with  the  greatest  evil.  In  case  of  the  most 
successful  war,  America  had  nothing  to  gain,  while 
her  loss  of  blood  and  treasure  was  sure  and  certain. 
He  had  once  flattered  himself  that  this  was  the 
only  country  on  the  globe,  whose  interest  it  was  to 
be  at  peace  with  all  tho  world,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  interest  of  all  the  world  to  be  a*:  peace  with 
us.  But  he  feared  we  had  been  so  iLUsh  actuated 
by  a  resentment  of  injuries  received,  as  to  lose 
sight  of  our  true  interests  under  existing  circum- 
stances, and,  therefore,  should  be  hurried  into  mea* 
Bures  we  might  hereafter  have  reason  seriously  to 
lament 

The  Committee  now  rose. 


MoNDAT,  April  14. 

A  petition  of  Philip  Allen  and  Zachariah  Allen,, 
of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  mer^ 
chants,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  prayJ 
ing  that  they  may  be  exonerated  from  the  payment 
of  the  duty  imposed  on  foreign  vessels,  to  whidj 
they  will  be  subjected  in  the  case  of  the  ship  Marid 
Indienne,  which  was  purchased  by  the  petitioner^ 
in  the  Isle  of  France,  to  bring  home  the  cargo  of  thd 
brigantiue  Abigail,  an  American  bottom,  which  wad 
rendered  unfit  for  the  voyage,  and  incapable  of  be^ 
ing  repaired ;  also,  that  a  special  act  may  be  passedJ 
authorizing  the  Collector  of  the  district  of  ProTil 
dence  to  register  the  said  ship  as  a  vessel  of  thi^ 
United  States. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  td 
Mr.  Benjamin  Bourns,  Mr.  Fostbr,  and  Mr.  %\ 
Bourne  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereou 
and  report  the  same,  wil^  their  opinion  thereapoo,! 
to  the  House.  I 

Mr.  Murray,  from  the  committee  appoints 
presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  "  An  act  to  pi 
vide  for  the  defence  of  certain  ports  and  harbors  ii 
the  United  States ;"  which  was  read  twice  and  com^ 
mitted. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  City  of  Ao^ 
napolis,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  was  presented  tc^ 
the  House  and  read,  praying  that  Congress  ma^ 
adopt  such  measures  as  in  their  wisdom  shall  \k 
deemed  most  expedient  and  effectual  for  placing  the 
said  City  of  Annapolis  in  a  state  of  defence. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  committee  last  appointed. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

**  Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  JBoute  of  Beprtsni^ 
athea  of  the  United  State$  of  Atneriea  in  Congrea 
atsembled,  That  the  present  embargo  be  continued,  and 
every  regulation  eoocerning  the  same  shall  be  in  fall 
force  until  the  — —  day  of  — :"    ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

NON-INTERCOURSE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAlxi 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit^ 
tee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  motion  of  the  7tb 
instant,  to  prohibit  all  commercial  intercourste  be^ 
tween  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  tb^ 
subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  so  far  as  tbe 
same  respects  articles  of  the  growth  or  maau&c* 
ture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 

Mr.  Swift  commenced  his  observations  by  r» 
marking  that  it  was  extremely  painful  to  oonsonra 
the  time  of  the  Committee  in  discussing  a  mea^ 
sure,  when  it  was  apparent  that  there  was  a  de- 
cided majority  against  the  opinion  which  he  enter- 
tained. But  the  resolution  on  the  table  deeply 
affected  the  interest  of  his  country,  and  would 
probably  be  productive  of  the  greatest  injury ;  bi 
therefore  deemed  it  proper  for  him  to  offer  bis 
sentiments  on  the  subject  He  said,  if  we  turned 
our  attention  to  a  period  not  very  remote,  we 
should  find  our  country  flourishing  in  the  highest 
prosperity  and  felicity ;  but  the  prospect  had  latelj 
been  changed.  We  have  been  attacked  on  alt 
sides,  and  our  commerce  nearly  destroyed.    lo 
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the  West  Indies,  we  have  not  only  sofTered  spolia- 
tions on  oar  trade,  bat  oar  citizens  have  been  ex- 
posed to  the  rooHt  aggravated  insults  and  abune. 
All  wished  to  obtain  redress  for  these  injuries :  the 
difference  of  opinion  respected  mode.  It  was, 
therefore,  extremely  unfair  to  charge  the  gentlemen 
who  opposed  this  measure  with  tameness  under 
the  insolts  and  injuries  offered  to  their  country, 
bee^ioae  they  deemed  this  mode  to  be  inefficient, 
when  they  cfeclared  their  readiness  to  pursue  those 
measures  which  they  conceived  were  most  effectual 
to  obtain  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  we  have  sus- 
tained. 

The  gentlemen  who  advocate  the  resolution  on 
the  tdble,  contend,  that  it  is  calculated  to  prevent 
a  war,  to  presepe  peace,  obtjiin  satisfaction  for 
oor  injuries,  ana  bring  Great  Britain  to  her  senses. 
If  such  would  be  the  effect  of  the  measure,  no  per- 
son would  oppose  it  But  what  reason  have  we 
to  believe  that  such  will  be  the  effect  it  will  pro- 
dace  ?  The  only  principle  by  which  the  measure 
can  operate,  is,  that  so  important  and  interesting  to 
Great  Britain  is  our  commercial  connexion,  that 
rather  than  sacrifice  it,  they  will  comply  with  our 
term^.  But  can  it  be  said,  that  our  commerce  is 
BO  important  to  them,  that  to  deprive  them  of  it 
wilt  necessarily  produce  this  effect?  The  contrary 
was  demonstrated  in  the  late  wnr,  which  termi- 
nated in  our  Revolution.  The  British  nation  were 
ible  to  exist  not  only  without  our  commerce,  but, 
It  the  same  time,  to  carry  on  a  war  against  us 
ind  against  France,  Holland,  and  Spain,  in  which 
they  obtained  victories  over  the  fleets  of  those  na- 
tions. All  this  they  were  enabled  to  do  without 
oar  commerce,  and  they  cannot  now  be  said  to  be 
10  dependent  on  us  that  they  cannot  live  without 
Q«.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  said  that  this  measure 
ma^t  necessarily  produce  the  effects  which  are 
eoDtemplated. 

Kr.  S.  observed,  that  there  were  conclusive  rea- 
iQns  to  believe  that  the  resolution  would  not  pro- 
dace  such  effects.  It  must  certainly  be  considered 
&)  containing  a  menace — a  threat,  and  as  dictating 
terms  to  Great  Britain.  All  acknowledged  that 
nation  to  be  haughty,  insolent,  and  imperious,  in 
the  highest  degree.  Will  not  their  pride  and  im- 
portance be  wounded  at  an  attempt  to  impose  upon 
them  the  conditions  by  which  our  commercial 
connexion  is  to  be  continued  ? .  Will  they  not  con- 
sider the  national  dignity  to  be  insulted?  Will  it 
not  excite  a  resentment  and  indignation  that  will 
preclode  all  possibility  of  reconciliation?  The 
sentiments  of  the  British  nation  in  these  respects 
ue  by  no  means  to  be  justified,  but  if  we  intend  a 
cegotiation,  we  ought  to  pursue  it  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  will  probably  produce  success,  and  not  ad- 
<iress  a  proud  nation  in  that  menacing  tone  which 
will  defeat  the  object  we  wish  to  obtain.  It  hap- 
pens that  some  gentlemen  have  made  singular 
<^!caUtion8  upon  the  success  of  this  measure. 
They  suppose  that  if  Congress  pass  an  act  pre- 
scribing the  terms  of  accommodation,  and  transmit 
it  to  our  Minister  resident  at  London,  that  Great 
Britain  will  be  alarmed  and  frightened  at  the  pros- 
pect of  the  loss  of  our  commerce ;  that  they  will 
immediately  comply  with  our  terms,  and  make  us 
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the  reparation  we  demand.  An  act^of  Congress 
is  to  govern  one  of  the  most  proud,  insolent,  and 
powerful  nations  on  the  globe.  If  we  are  not 
proud  and  insolent,  we  at  least  have  a  claim  to  a 
liberal  share  of  vanity  and  self-confidence.  This 
would  be  an  excellent  instrument  to  govern  the 
British  nation;  but  we  have  reason  to  think  that 
they  will  laugh  at  the  idea,  instead  of  being  fright- 
ened. 

Mr.  S.  then  remarked,  that  we  ought  to  pursue 
a  different  mode;  that,  by  the  Laws  of  Nations, 
negotiation,  unaccompanied  by  any  menacing 
measures,  was  the  proper  step,  and  there  was  the 
fairest  prospe<it  of  success.  He  considered  the 
controversy  and  dispute  subsisting  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  to  be  in  a  situation 
peculiarly  proper  for  negotiation,  and  that  there  was 
the  fairest  basis  for  explanations  and  accommoda- 
tions. He  said  that  no  complaint  hnd  been  mnde 
on  our  part  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  statins 
our  injuries,  and  demanding  witisfaction ;  and 
that  when  Mr.  Pinckney,  our  Minister  at  London, 
demanded  an  explanation  of  the  intention  of  the 
British  Court,  by  the  order  of  the  6th  of  November, 
they  declared  that  no  coiidemnati<ins  were  to  Uike 
place  in  virtue  of  it,  which  would  not  hnve  been 
legal  if  the  order  had  not  been  issued.  A  construc- 
tion was  put  upon  that  order  by  the  Ministry, 
which  denies  the  principles  on  which  the  con- 
demnation in  the  West  Indies  hnd  been  founded, 
and  which  of  course  disavows  the  tninsactions  of 
which  we  complain.  We  may,  therefore,  fairly 
suppose  that  the  Court  of  Admiralty  in  the  West 
Indies  have  contradicted  the  orders  and  intentions 
of  the  British  Ministry.  We  have  not  heard  what 
effect  these  condemnations  of  our  vessels  have  had 
on  the  British  Court.  If  we  should  state  to  them 
the  injuries  we  have  sustained — which  we  ought 
to  do,  as  they  have  been  committed  in  a  remote 
part  of  their  dominions,  apparently  contrary  to  the 
design  of  the  Court — there  is  the  strongest  reason 
to  believe  that  we  shall  obtain  redress;  because, 
by  their  own  construction  of  the  order  of  the  6th 
of  November,  they  have  disapproved  of  the  prin- 
ciple by  which  the  injuries  have  been  committed, 
and  of  course  they  are  bound,  by  their  own  con- 
struction, to  make  us  that  satisfaction  which  we 
demand. 

Mr.  S.  snid,  if  we  conducted  a  negotiation  with- 
out giving  offence,  it  was  probable  we  should  ob- 
tain the  influence  of  the  British  subjects  in  our 
favor.  If,  when  the  American  merchants  in  Lon- 
don, discovered  the  order  of  the  6ih  of  November, 
they  were  alarmed,  and  immediately  demanded 
an  explanation  of  the  Court,  this  shows  that  there 
is  a  powerful  interest  in  that  country  in  favor  of 
a  commercial  connexion  with  this.  If  we  do 
nothing  to  wound  their  pride,  this  influence  will 
be  exerted  to  preserve  the  connexion.  The  mu- 
tual interest  and  welfare  of  both  countries  may  be 
fairly  taken  into  consideration,  in  ndjusting  the 
dispute.  But  if  we  adopt  a  menacing  measure, 
offensive  to  the  nation,  we  shall  lose  the  influence 
of  our  friends  in  accomplishing  an  accommoda- 
tion. While  such  is  the  slate  of  our  nffjgrs,  we 
ought  to  try  a  fair  negotiation,  on  equal  and  liberal 
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terms,  anembarraBsed  by  any  menace  or  insulti 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  measure  will 
be  attended  with  success.  But  if  Great  Britain 
will  Dot  negotiate  and  do  justice  to  this  country, 
Mr.  S.  pledged  himself  to  support  the  most  ener- 
getic measures  to  assert  our  rights,  and  maintain 
our  national  dignity.  When  war  had  become  un- 
avoidable—and that  time  might  happen — he  would 
meet  it  with  firmness  and  fortitude ;  but  while  it 
was  possible  to  preserve  peace,  he  conceived  it  to 
be  a  duty  he  owed  to  his  country  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  preserve  it. 

Mr.  S.  observed,  that  while  he  considered  nego- 
tiation to  be  attended  to  by  all  nations,  he  had 
S articular  reasons  to  wish  that  it  might  be  adopted 
y  the  United  States.  He  wished  that  this  Re- 
public might  establish  and  act  upon  a  principle 
which  was  calculated  to  bring  national  disputes  to 
an  amicable  accommodation  and  prevent  the  ca- 
lamities of  war. 

Mr.  S.  then  remarked  upon  some  particular  ob- 
jections to  the  resolution.  He  said  that  the  sur- 
render of  the  Western  posts  and  payment  for 
negroes  carried  away  contrary  to  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  was  a  subject  of  controversy  that  had  no 
connexion  with  and  ought  not  to  be  connected 
with  the  spoliations  committed  on  our  commerce; 
and  was  calculated  not  only  to  prevent  the  obtain- 
ing of  that  compensation  to  which  our  merchants 
were  entitled,  but  to  cut  off  forever  all  commercial 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain.  It  is  a  well  known 
fact,  that  Great  Britain  has  charged  the  United 
States  with  being  guiltv  of  the  first  infraction  of 
the  treaty,  and  that  the  united  States  have  retorted 
the  charge.  While  they  seriously  believed,  that 
we  were  the  first  violators  of  the  treaty,  what 
would  they  say  to  an  act  of  the  I^egislature  which 
renounced  all  connexion  with  them,  unless  they 
would  fulfil  the  terms  of  a  treaty  which  they  con- 
sidered themselves  to  be  discharged  from  by  our 
first  violation!  Could  it  be  expected,  that  they 
would  comply  with  terms  so  haughty  and  insolent? 
Could  any  person  suppose  that  the  proud  nation  of 
Great  Britain  would  humble  themselves  before  us 
in  this  manner?  Would  they  not  consider  their 
national  honor  to  be  affected,  and  abandon  all 
connexion  with  us  before  they  would  submit  to 
terms  so  humiliating  and  degrading? 

Mr.  S.  remarked,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  say, 
that  the  United  States  first  infringed  the  treaty; 
for  the  purpose  of  his  argument,  it  was  sufficient  to 
say,  that  Great  Britain  thought  so,  and  such  being 
her  impression  the  same  consequences  would  follow 
aa  if  such  was  the  fact.  And  the  dispute  respecting 
the  Western  posts,  which  could  be  of  but  little  im- 
portance to  this  country,  might  forever  interrupt  a 
commerce  which  was  of  the  ffreatest  importance. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  Western  posts  were 
worth  80  great  a  sacrifice. 

If  this  resolution  be  adopted,  we  cannot  recede 
in  honor  unless  there  be  a  compliance  with  every 
article.  It  may  then  happen  that  a  dispute  re- 
specting some  trifling  subjects  may  prevent  a  re- 
storation of  that  commerce  which  will  be  of  great 
and  important  value.  But  if  we  do  not  in  the 
first  instance  give  them  our  ultimatum  we  may 


discover  the  terms  on  which  tbey  will  negotitte, 
and  then  it  will  be  in  our  power  without  any  em- 
barrassment from  an  antecedent  law  to  coDsidef 
what  is  best  to  be  done,  and  make  any  concesstoB 
that  our  interest  requires  and  whkh  is  compauble 
with  honor. 

If  Great  Britain  should  be  disposed  to  negotiite 
and  comply  with  the  conditions  we  offer,  such  b 
the  nature,  variety  and  extent  of  our  disputes,  that 
the  discussion  and  adjustment  of  them  would  re- 
quire so  great  a  length  of  time,  that  the  loss  ari.«iog 
from  the  interruption  of  our  commerce  daring  ibt 
period  would  be  of  greater  consequence  thin  tbe 
objects  of  dispute.  For,  if  this  measure  be  adopted, 
we  must  expect  a  total  interruption  of  all  commeiti 
with  all  parts  of  the  British  dominions,  as  relative  t« 
exports  as  well  as  imports,  for  though  the  revolt- 
tion  only  contemplated  the  prohibition  of  miDB- 
factures  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  yet,  W9 
might  be  satisfied  that  Great  Britain  would  DOt 
give  us  a  trade  that  was  profitable  ouly  to  oor* 
selves. 

Mr.  S.  observed  that  we  ought  to  consider  tbt 
if  this  proposition  should  be  adopted  what  greit 
alterations  would  take  place  in  the  value  of  P' 
perty;  foreign  articles  would  rise,  and  dome^ue 
fall.  An  immense  profit  would  accrue  to  iht 
owners  on  the  Spring  goods  which  mitrht  arrift 
before  it  was  intended  that  the  act  should  cuo* 
mence  its  operation.  There  could  be  no  douU 
but  that  in  a  short  time  a  variation  in  the  value  o( 
property  contrary  to  the  interest  of  this  coontr; 
would  take  place  to  a  far  greater  amount  thio  A 
the  spoliations  which  had  ^en  committed  on  oar 
commerce.  Merchants  who  had  large  quaniiiies  of 
goods  on  hand,  would  profit  by  the  measure,  ii4 
the  agricultural  part  of  the  community  would  be 
obliged  to  sustain  the  loss. 

It  had   been  suggested  that  the  people 
anxious  for  the  measure.    It  was  probable 
some,  who  had  a  particular  interest  to  sene 
the  interruption  of  trade,  were  in  favor  of  it; 
the  most  considerate  part  of  the  community 
by  no  means  of  that  sentiment    But  let  the 
pular  opinion  be  what  it  would,  too  much  had 
said  about  it.     We  are  not  to  be  influenced 
such   considerations,  but  are  only  to  regard  1 
public  welfare.     That  we  ought  to  guard  ag;ii 
all  popular  influence  as  being  of  the  most  dan 
ous  tendency.    That  there  was  no  danger  to 
apprehended  from  the  Government;  that  it 
not  the  power,  and  had  never  shown  any  dio 
tion  to  encroach  upon  or  oppress  the  people; 
the  only  danger  that  exists  is  from  the  encr 
ment  of  the  people  on  the  Government,  and  if 
Government  ever  does  fall,  it  will  he  owing  to 
too  great  prevalence  of  a  local  popular  influei 
which  does  not  speak  the  general  sense  of  alt 
community. 

But  if  this  resolution  should  be  rejected  a 
negotiation  pursued,  it  will  be  accompanied^ 
an  implied  declaration  that  if  it  foils,  the  IV 
States  will   take   proper  steps  to  obtiin  red 
which  will  have  all  the  influence  to  enforce 
facilitate  a  negotiation  that  can  be  derived  f( 
this  measure,  unembarrassed  with  any  of  tlie 


581 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


682 


ApsI^  1794.] 


Non^ItUereourte  with  Great  Britain, 


[H.  or  B. 


conveniences.  If  the  negotiation  should  fail,  we 
can  have  reeoorse  to  this  measure  with  the  same 
efficacy  then,  as  now,  and  it  will  produce  the 
effects :  for  our  commerce  must  be  as  important  to 
Great  Britain  at  the  end  of  six  months  as  now. 

It  had  been  suggested  that  the  opposers  of  the 
resolution  were  under  British  influence  and  in- 
terest. Mr.  S.  did  not  intimate  that  any  gentle- 
man of  the  Committee  had  thrown  out  that  idea, 
bot  he  said  it  was  a  popular  opinion,  and  very  pre^ 
valent  He  remarked  that  the  charge  was  unjust, 
erael,  and  unfoanded ;  that  for  himself,  he  felt  no 
influence  ;  he  stood  on  American  ground,  and  was 
influenced  onl^  by  American  feelings.  He  did 
not  advocate  anj  commercial  connexion  with 
Great  Britain  from  any  regard  to  that  nation,  but 
merely  from  a  regard  to  bis  own  country,  whose 
interest  he  conceived  to  be  promoted  by  that  con- 
nexion. He  remarked  that  some,  who  were  con- 
sidered as  British  agents,  had  boasted  of  their  in- 
flaenee  in  the  Legislature.  He  declared  that  no 
such  influence  existed ;  and  that  he  most  heartily 
despised  those  persons,  who  had  the  effrontery  to 
pretend  that  it  d&d  exist 

Mr.  S.  remarked  that  a  popular  opinion  in  some 
partii  of  the  Union  had  been  prevailing,  that  many 
of  the  Representatives  in  Congress  were  under 
sQch  an  influence  ariung  from  the  funding  system, 
that  they  dared  not  adopt  measures  necessary  for 
the  public  defence,  for  fear  the  interest  of  the 
national  debt  should  remain  unpaid.  He  said  that 
a  moHt  unreasonable  and  unfounded  jealousy  re- 
specting the  funding  system  existed  among  the 
people ;  that  he  was  satisfied,  during  the  time  he 
bad  held  his  present  office,  that  no  measure  hod 
been  influenced  by  an  exclusive  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic debt;  that  he  bad  never  owned  a  farthing  in  the 
pablic  funds ;  but  he  considered  that,  let  whatever 
events  take  place,  the  national  debt  must  be  paid  ; 
that  if  it  were  necessary  he  would  vote  for  a  land 
tu  for  that  purpose,  for  he  considered  the  faith  of 
the  Government  pledged  for  the  payment  of  that 
debt,  and  he  would  never  violate  the  national  faith ; 
eoeh  being  the  security  of  the  debt,  none  of  the 
holders  had  any  reason  to  apprehend  a  failure  of 
payment,  and  therefore  none  of  the  Committee 
could  be  influenced  by  an  apprehension  of  the  fail- 
nre  of  payment 

Mr.  S.  said  that  we  ought  to  consider  the  ten- 
dency of  this  measure  to  a  war.  Many  of  the 
friends  of  it  had  denied  this,  and  declared  that 
tiiey  considered  it  to  be  a  peaceful  measure ;  but 
will  all  sav  this? 

A  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Dattoh] 
has  said  that  he  is  in  favor  of  it ;  because  he  con- 
siders it  to  be  a  stepping  stone  to  the  threshold  of 
sequestration.  Mr.  S.  said  that  he  respected  the 
virtues  and  the  talents  of  that  gentleman ;  he  be- 
lieved his  integrity  to  be  unimpeachable,  and  that 
be  acted  from  Sie  purest  motives ;  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  wound  his  feelings,  but  that  he  was  bound 
in  duty  to  express  his  sentiments  respecting  any 
proposition  he  should  make;  he  considered  the 
proposition  of  sequestration  as  connected  with  this 
measure  by  what  the  gentleman  himself  had  said, 
and  from  thence  he  derived  an  argument  against 


it  He  had  said  that  this  resolution  was  the  step- 
ping stone  of  sequestration ;  if  that  be  true,  Mr. 
S.  said  he  should  step  on  this  stone  with  horror 
and  indignation;  he  should  consider  it  to  be  the 
step  stone  to  the  temple  of  infamy,  wretchedness, 
and  ruin ;  he  considered  that  it  would  not  only  in- 
volve his  country  in  disgrace,  but  in  all  the  calami- 
ties of  a  war. 

He  said  that  gentlemen  ought  to  unfold  the 
whole  system  of  their  measures  with  their  object 
and  design,  and  not  deceive  people  into  measures 
which  they  would  reprobate  if  they  knew  the  con- 
sequences ;  that  he  believed  while  there  were  gen- 
tlemen who  had  nothing  but  peace  in  view,  that 
there  were  many  who  intended  to  defeat  a  nego- 
tiation, to  dissolve  our  commercial  connexion 
with  Great  Britain  forever,  and  who  were  willing 
to  plunge  us  into  a  war  with  that  nation.  If  gen- 
tlemen had  not  that  design,  let  them  come  forward 
and  declare  it ;  but  while  there  was  reason  to  sus- 
pect such  a  design,  the  gentlemen  who  were  in 
favor  of  the  resolution  under  consideration,  but  in- 
tended nothing  more,  ought  to  be  cautious  how 
they  adopted  a  measure  that  would  lead  to  the 
moAt  mischievous  consequences. 

On  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  Mr.  S. 
said  that  he  was  convinced  that  this  measure  would 
lead  to  a  war;  but  if  a  fair  negotiation  should  be 
attempted,  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  all  controver- 
sies might  be  settled,  ample  satisfaction  obtained, 
commerce  restored,  and  that  our  country  would 
continue  to  flourish  and  prosper. 

Mr.  Smith  (of  S.  C.)  was  opposed  to  the  measure, 
because  it  was  inconsistent  with  that  spirit  of  nego- 
tiation which  was  contemplated  not  only  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, but  by  Congress ;  for,  although  some  mem- 
bers seemed  adverse  to  any  further  attempt  at  ne- 
gotiation, yet  it  was  evidently  the  wish  of  a  consi- 
derable majority  to  give  it  another  trial. 

The  measure  carried  with  it  a  menace:  it  held 
out  this  language :  that,  unless  Great  Britain  would 
consent  to  certain  measures,  the  United  States 
would  punish  her  by  certain  other  measures.  This 
language  had  a  direct  tendency  to  defeat  all  nego- 
tiation; for  no  nation  would  ever  treat  on  such 
terms.  Even  were  Great  Britain  disposed  to  make 
complete  satisfaction  for  every  injury,  her  pride 
would  restrain  her  from  making  concessions  which 
might  appear  the  result  of  threats  and  appre- 
hensions. 

This  has  been  compared  to  the  case  of  an  indi- 
vidual, and  it  had  been  shown  that,  in  common  life, 
no  man  of  spirit  would  make  atonement  for  an 
injury  when  demanded  with  a  threat  of  punishment, 
if  withheld.  Mr.  S.  applied  the  case  to  ourselves. 
He  brought  it  home  to  the  feelings  of  the  mem- 
bers themselves,  and  he  asked  if  they,  under  similar 
circumstances,  either  as  private  or  public  characters, 
would  not,  from  a  spirit  of  national  pride, 
spurn  at  the  idea  of  having  redress  extorted  by 
menaces  ? 

Great  Britain  would  be  disposed  to  make  or 
withhold  reparation  according  to  events  in  Eu- 
rope, and  according  to  her  view  of  the  advan- 
tages or  disadvantages  resulting  from  a  war  with 
the  United  States.    By  that  view  would  her  an- 
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swer  be  governed.  Should  the  Cabinet  of  that 
nation  hesitate  with  respect  to  peace  or  war,  a 
measure  like  this  would  undoubtedly  decide  them 
against  peace.  Their  language  would  naturally 
be,  **  we  were  disposed  to  accommodate  all  differ- 
ences on  the  roost  amicable  terms ;  but  such  a  dis- 
position, under  the  present  circumstances,  would 
appear  to  be  the  result  of  fear  excited  by  your 
threats,  and  commit  our  reputation  in  the  eyes  of 
all  the  world.  You  must,  therefore,  pursue  your 
measures,  and  we  shall  pursue  ours."  Mr.  S. 
asked  whether  this  would  not  be  the  language  of 
every  nation  in  a  like  situation  t  He  was  per- 
suaded it  would  be  ours.  There  was  nothing  pu- 
sillanimous in  asking  reparation  in  decent  terms, 
unaccompanied  with  threats.  It  was  the  common 
practice  of  all  nations.  Genoa  had  recently, 
though  her  neutrality  had  been  violated,  and  her 
port  blocked  up,  sent  an  Envoy  Extraordinary  to 
Great  Britain  to  demand  satisfaction.  Her  de- 
mand was  couched  in  mild  and  civil  language ; 
yet  Genoa  was  universally  applauded  for  her 
firmness  and  the  dignity  of  her  conduct  as  a  neu- 
tral Power.  It  was  not  enough  to  say  that  we  had 
been  grossly  insulted;  this  was  admitted  in  its 
fullest  extent      fiut  every  nation,   when  it  re- 

Suired  redress,  was  previously  insulted.  The  very 
emand  of  satisfaction  implied  antecedent  injury. 
Nations,  however,  negotiated  without  threats. 
Why,  then,  did  gentlemen  su  frequently  cry  out, 
what !  shall  we  negotiate  with  a  nation  which  has 
violated  our  rights  I  He  would  ask  those  gentle- 
men, when  negotiation  was  necessary,  but  in  the 
ease  of  violated  rights?  He  would  further  ask 
them,  whether  they  were  not  the  first  to  urge  ne- 
gotiation with  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  who  had  cap- 
tured our  vessels,  and  degraded  our  miserable  fel- 
low-citizens to  the  level  of  be^ists  of  burden  t 
Whether  they  did  not  oppose  the  Naval  Arma- 
ment, lest  it  should  irritate  the  Algerines,  and  pre- 
vent the  success  of  negotiation  ?  Was  it  not  the 
constant  policy  of  this  country  to  negotiate  with 
the  Indians  when  practicable,  rather  than  to  make 
war  with  them?  Why,  then,  raise  objections  to 
a  negotiation  with  England?  Or  why,  after 
having  admitted  that  negotiation  shall  be  at- 
tempted, defeat  it  by  these  projects  ?  If  a  majo- 
rity of  the  House  are  ripe  for  war,  let  us  say  so, 
and  act  consistently ;  but  let  us  not  hold  one  lan- 
guage at  one  time,  and  contradict  it  at  another ;  let 
us  not  say  we  are  for  peace,  and  immediately  adopt 
a  war  measure. 

Mr.  S.  inferred  from  these  observations,  that  ne- 
gotiation being  determined  on,  he  was  bound  to 
resist  any  and  every  act  which  tended  to  fruHtrate 
that  negotiation.  But,  while  he  was  thus  for  the 
waviter  in  modo,  he  was,  at  the  same  time,  for  the 
fortiter  in  rtf,  and  he  called  upon  the  advocates  of 
this  scheme  to  join  him  in  thoHo  me^isures,  which, 
at  the  same  that  they  were  free  from  the  foregoing 
objections,  would,  in  his  opinion,  either  give  effect 
to  the  negotiation,  or  prepare  us  for  the  event  of  its 
Hiure. 

A  gentleman  had  aaid,  we  have  fortified  our 
harbors,  we  ,have  filled  our  arsenals,  we  have  in- 
creased   the    Military    Establishment:    now    we 


must  do  something  more.  But  the  gentleman,  in 
the  warmth  of  his  imagination,  had  mistaken 
things  to  be  done  for  things  actually  done.  The 
fact  was,  that  the  gentleman  was  entirely  un- 
founded in  all  these  assertions.  We  have  not  for- 
tified our  harbors,  we  have  not  supplied  oor  arsen- 
als, we  have  not  augmented  our  military  strength. 
It  is  true  we  have  it  all  on  paper,  but  the  very  re- 
venues necessary  for  the  existence  of  all  thoss 
essential  points,  are  not  yet  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  and,  until  those 
revenues  exist,  the  laws  we  have  passed  will  be  of 
little  avail. 

It  was  proposed  by  the  law,  that  the  non-iio- 
portation  should  not  take  effect  till  November 
next,  and  that  distant  period  was  fixed  for  its  ope- 
ration, to  afford  time  for  the  result  of  the  negotia- 
tion, and  that  Congress  might  previously  be  in 
session,  in  order  to  repeal  the  law  if  the  negotia- 
tion  should  succeed.  Thus,  while  the  very  law  itMelf 
admitted  the  propriety  of  a  negotisition,  it  carried 
with  it  the  very  death-wound  of  all  negotiation, 
by  expressly  purporting  to  be  mi  terrorem.  If  it 
was  not  intended  as  a  threat,  why  not  wait  till 
November,  and  then  adopt  the  measure,  if  expe- 
dient Suppose  this  House  should  in  November 
deem  the  measure  inexpedient,  they  cannot  re- 
peal it  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  and 
President.  Thus  they  forestal  the  judgment  of 
the  House,  and  deprive  themselves  of  that  inde- 
pendence which  they  ought  to  possess,  to  act  in 
the  next  session  according  to  their  then  view  of 
things. 

Some  members  had  proposed  the  1  st  of  Novem- 
ber, in  order  to  admit  the  Fall  goodn ;  but,  if  that 
was  the  design,  the  period  would  be  an  improper 
one,  for  it  would  be  extremely  unequal  in  its  ope- 
rations. In  some  of  the  States,  the  Pall  veftsels 
might  generally  be  arrived  by  that  time;  but,  in 
some  of  the  Southern  States,  they  would  be  gene- 
rally excluded,  and  those  States  deprived  of  their 
expected  supplies. 

He  further  objected  to  the  measure,  on  the 
grounds  of  its  dictating  the  terms  of  negoti.ttion, 
which  was  not  within  the  province  of  thiH  Hou^e, 
and  was  therefore  interfering  with  the  Executire, 
and  so  far  a  departure  from  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution; but  this  ground  having  been  fully  dis- 
cussed by  other  members,  he  should  not  dwell  on 
it. 

One  member  had  expressed  an  affection  for  this 
measure,  because  it  was,  as  he  bad  termed  it,  a 
stepping-stone  to  sequestration.  Mr.  S.  Ihoaght 
it  would  be  morv  properly  called  a  stumbling 
block  to  negotiation.  He  disapproved  of  it  in 
both  shapes.  He  objected  to  it,  both  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  it  appeared,  and  as  to  the  time: 
as  to  tl)6  mode,  because  it  specified  particular 
grievances,  and  thus,  while  it  embarr«»ssed  oor 
Executive,  it  menaced  the  Executive  of  the  na* 
tion  with  whom  we  were  to  treat,  and  ra.nde  the 
redress  of  those  specific  grievances  the  9ine  qua 
non  of  all  future  intercourse;  as  to  the  time,  t«- 
causo  as  it  was  not  to  Uike  effect  till  the  next  sesMon 
of  Congress;  there  could  be  no  other  view  in 
passing  it  now,  but  that  it  might  operate  as  i 
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irett ;  and,  as  this  intention  could  not  be  mista- 
eo,  it  would  undoubtedly  defeat  all  accommoda- 
lon.  Such  beinff  his  view  of  the  subject,  he 
Duld  not  reconcile  it  to  his  duty  to  vote  for  it 
[e  thought  Conf;ress  owed  it  to  their  constituents 
)  aroid  a  war,  if  possible.  The  ground  of  nego- 
ation  being  taken,  they  were  bound  to  reject  eve- 
f  measure  which  might  have  a  tendency  to  defeat 
,  and  to  do  every  thing  which  might  give  it  a  fair 
bance  of  success.  But  while  he  said  this,  (as  a 
eutral  nation  could  not  justly  give  umbrage  by 
iking  measures  to  support  her  neutrality  and  as- 
irt  her  just  rights,}  he  pledged  himself  to  concur 
1  every  act  which  might  place  us  in  a  condition  to 
lake  ourselves  respectable,  to  vindicate  our  nation- 
I  honor,  and  to  obtain  ample  retribution  for  any 
Tongs  which  the  course  of  events  might  leave  un- 
edressed. 

Mr.  Dkztbr  introduced  his  observations  by  re* 
narking  that  he  had  never  risen  with  so  great  re- 
actance on  any  former  occasion.  At  so  late  an 
lOur  when  patience  seemed  exhausted,  when  rea- 
oning  had  given  place  to  invective,  when  to  op- 
K>se  the  resolution  was  but  soliciting  reproaches, 
rhen  the  friends  of  it,  confident  of  a  majority,  were 
rom  all  sides  of  the  House  impatiently  calling  for 
he  question,  when  the  mover  of  it  heard  argu* 
Dents  against  it  only  that  he  might  treat  them 
rith  contempt,  and  their  authors  with  insult,  he 
aid  it  was  in  vain  to  ask  for  an  attentive  hearing, 
le  should  not  have  risen  but  for  a  remark  just  fallen 
rom  a  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Dat- 
N>5]  which  had  forbidden  him  to  be  silent  That 
gentleman,  said  Mr.  D.,  has  told  us  that  the  pre- 
teot  measure  is  a  stepping-stone  to  sequestration 
^  British  debta  Viewing  it  therefore  as  the  be- 
pQning  of  a  system  of  hostility,  which  is  to  be  so 
sooducted  as  to  sacrifice  not  only  our  interest  and 
peace,  but  our  national  honor,  the  duty  to  resist  it 
becomes  indispensable.  Whatever  may  be  thought 
of  making  laws  to  annihilate  the  ties  of  honor  and 
penonal  confidence,  and  to  dissolve  the  moral 
obligation  of  contracts ;  whatever  may  be  thought 
of  the  modern  usage  of  nations,  which  probablv 
from  general  consent  has  become  a  law,  which 
cumot  now  be  violated  without  perfidy;  what- 
efer  might  be  thought  of  the  odium  it  might  bring 
00  oar  national  character,  and  the  complete  de- 
struction of  our  credit  at  a  moment  when  we  shall 
need  the  utmost  extent  of  it ;  we  have  not  taken 
tb(^  previous  steps  for  pacific  accommodation, 
vhich  the  custom  of  nations  and  all  writers  of  au- 
thority hold  to  be  the  first  in  order  and  indispen- 
sable. We  have  not  made  that  demand  for  a  re- 
compense, which  ought  to  precede  every  species 
of  reprisal  After  the  observations,  sir,  which  I 
Ottde  in  the  beginning  of  the  debate,  it  will  not  be 
thought  strange  that  1  suffer  on  the  present  occa- 
^  an  unusual  conflict  of  reasoning  and  of  feel- 
|,°&  I  then  stated,  with  the  frankness  which  I 
felt,  and  with  the  zeal  which  the  hazardous  crisis 
of  our  country  inspired,  the  reasons  and  passions 
^hich  kept  m^  mind  in  a  state  of  vibration.  Strug- 
|>^ng  with  indignation  at  the  injustice  and  folly  of 
Britain,  I  said  we  have  suffered  until  confidence 
IS  folly— until  patience  is  a  crime.    Believing  that 


the  resolution  involved  a  principle,  which  might 
be  useful  both  for  obtaining  justice  and  preserving 
peace,  but  that  its  present  shape  rendered  it  not 
only  useless  but  injurious ;  believing,  too,  that  it  is 
improper  for  this  branch  of  our  Government  to 
begin  a  negotiation  with  a  foreign  nation,  and  pe- 
remptorily dictate  the  terms  of  it,  I  proposed  an 
amendment,  which  left  the  principle  in  all  its 
force,  and  avoided  some  of  the  objections.  We 
have  heretofore  heard  much  about  a  spirit  of  ac- 
commodation; but  the  friends  of  this  resolution 
have  not  discovered  it  After  wearying  themselves 
in  hunting  for  a  reason  against  the  amendment,  it 
was  negatived  without  any.  They  will  agree  with 
us,  but  it  must  be  precisely  on  their  own  terma 
'This  is  the  language  of  accommodation :  Hear  and 
believe  whatever  we  teach ;  stoop  down  and  bear 
whatever  we  impose.  Victory  is  in  our  own  power; 
a  triumph  is  better  than  peace.  If,  sir,  it  be  con- 
nected with  discord  and  public  calamity,  the  lau- 
rel is  too  withered  to  excite  my  envy.  If,  amid  the 
fire  which  rages,  we  have  not  forgotten  the  cause 
which  produced  it,  we  must  remember  that  the 
condemnations  of  our  vessels  in  the  West  Indies, 
in  consequence  of  the  orders  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment of  the  sixth  of  November,  are  the  great 
and  immediate  cause  of  complaint  Have  we,  sir, 
demanded  a  recompense  for  this  injury,  and  waited 
a  reasonable  time  for  an  answer  ?  So  far  is  this 
from  fact,  that  we  have  not  taken  one  step  towards 
this,  nor  have  we  even  heard  from  Britain  since  it 
was  known  there  that  any  condemnations  have  ta- 
ken place. 

Our  last  despatches  from  our  Minister  at  Lon- 
don tell  us,  that  Lord  Grenville  declared  that  he 
presumed  no  condemnations  would  take  place  in 
consequence  of  those  orders.  The  words  them- 
selves certainly  do  not  justify  any. 

Have  we  any  right  to  say  that  a  demand  of  re- 
compense would  be  fruitless,  when  the  injuries  we 
complain  of  are  thus  expressly  disavowed  by  the 
Minister?  Did  we  know  that  a  demand  would  be 
fruitless,  still  we  ought  to  make  it,  in  conformity 
to  the  usage  of  nations,  from  a  decent  respect  to 
their  opinion,  and  to  convince  them,  in  case  of  a 
war,  that  our  enemies  are  altogether  the  aggressors, 
and  that  we  have  been  just  and  circumspect  We 
are  judging  in  our  own  cause,  and  we  ought  not 
to  trust  ourselves  to  deviate  from  established  prin* 
ciples,  lest  prejudice  should  mislead  us.  But  it  is 
said  that  we  have  negotiated  in  vain,  respecting 
the  breaches  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  that  the 
delays  here  are  sufficient  to  justify  immediate 
war.  Do  we  not  know,  sir,  that  there  are  two 
sides  to  that  negotiation  ?  Have  they  not  made  de- 
mands on  us  for  breaches  of*  the  same  treaty  ?  The 
negotiation  is  still  pending  in  the  ordinary  train. 
We  have  never  given  them  our  ultimatum  on  the 
subjects  of  it  It  is  now  under  the  direction  of 
the  Executive,  which  is  the  Constitutional  authori- 
ty. It  is  not  proper  for  us  to  assume  to  put  an 
end  to  it  by  an  act  of  legislation.  Who,  sir,  that 
calls  himself  an  American,  would  dare  to  pursue 
a  measure  which  may  tarnish  our  national  honor  ? 
If  any  one  would  take  even  a  doubtful  step, 
'*  shame  ought  to  burn  his  cheek  Co  cinder."    To 
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prevent  being  mlsanderstood  or  misrepresented, 
perhaps  I  ought  to  say  here,  that  I  bj  no  means 
deny  our  right  to  regulate  or  prohibit  American 
commerce,  I  only  mean  that  if  the  present  con- 
troversy should  end  in  war,  we  cannot  justify  en- 
gaging in  it  without  first  demanding  justice,  and 
if  we  make  this  demand  with  circumstances  which 
forbid  success,  we  do  not  comply  with  the  spirit 
of  this  rule,  but  evade  it  Taking  the  measure 
now  proposed,  would  forbid  Britain  to  treat  with 
us  on  the  subject  We  know  that  we  should  re- 
ftise  in  similar  circumstances.  Are  we  more  proud 
than  Britain  ?  Did  any  nation  ever  begin  negotia- 
tion with  threats  ?  The  external  forms  of  regard 
on  such  occasions  are  so  excessive,  that  nothing 
but  custom  prevents  this  appearing  ridiculous. 
Humanity,  as  well  as  usage,  requires  that  every 
peaceful  method  should  be  tried,  and  that  too  in 
the  form  best  calculated  to  be  successful.  Faith- 
fulness to  our  constituents  requires  this.  Their 
interest  and  their  wishes  are  against  courting 
war. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  negotiation  is  pusillani- 
mous. Passion  is  called  American  feeling.  We 
hear  much  about  energy,  and  some  seem  to  think 
that  the  occasion  calls  for  insult  Sir,  noise  and 
declamation  are  very  distinct  from  fortitude 
and  patriotism.  The  bravest  men  do  not  bluster 
and  threaten.  Why  should  it  be  thought  too  tame 
a  measure  to  state  the  injury,  and  with  manly 
firmness  demand  a  recompense?    The  pride,  the 

Eetulance  of  Kings,  has  always  submitted  to  this, 
ut  the  moderation  of  a  republic  forbids  it  More 
proud  than  Rings — more  insolent  than  tyrants — 
we  despise  this  law  of  humanity,  this  compact 
of  mankind.  Where  is  the  despot,  the  ermined 
monster,  who  dares  to  spread  desolation  and  ha- 
voc, without  demanding  first  his  right?  And  where, 
sir,  is  the  difference  between  not  demanding  at  all, 
and  demanding  in  such  a  way  as  to  insure  a  refu- 
sal ?  How  much  justice  there  is  in  the  charge  of 
pusillanimity,  which  has  been  so  often  and  liberal- 
ly made,  I  will  not  undertake  to  determine.  Per- 
haps he  who  pursues  with  decent  firmness  the 
steps  which  propriety,  humanity,  and  general 
consent  have  provided,  and  while  he  feels  the 
strongest  indignation,  is  too  proud  to  throw  dirt 
or  threaten,  but  places  himself  in  the  best  posture 
of  defence,  lest  war  should  follow  unsuccessful  ne- 
gotiation, is  as  truly  magnanimous,  as  he  who  talks 
loudly  of  revenge,  avows  passion  as  his  principle, 
call  hard  names  to  produce  conciliation,  and  gives 
blows  to  keep  peace,  who  at  the  same  time  does 
every  thing  to  provoke  war,  and  opposes  eve- 
ry measure  to  prepare  for  it  Lest  the  difficulties 
of  the  present  crisis,  and  the  attack  on  the  pride 
of  Britain,  by  prefacing  our  demand  with  a  threat, 
should  not  be  sufficient  to  prevent  a  recompense 
and  provoke  to  war,  old  causes  of  controversy  are 
added.  The  breaches  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  by 
detaining  the  posts  and  negroes,  are  old  subjects  of 
complaint 

Why  they  are  brought  forward  now,  and  made 
an  indispensable  preliminary  of  treaty,  when  Bri- 
tain is  aided  by  a  powerful  confederacy,  and  the 
world  is  like  tinder,  is  difficult  to  conceive,  unless 


we  wish  to  kindle  here  the  flame  of  war.    Far- 
ther, sir,  this  throws  such  an  unequal  burden  on 
our  merchants^  as  amounts  to  oppression.    They 
have  already  suffered  extremely  from  British  and 
other  depredations.     They  bear  the  prindpal  bur- 
dens in  raising  our  revenue.    Is  it  right  to  add  to 
all  this,  and  forbid  many  of  them  to  exercise  that 
business,  by  which  they  get  their  bread,  until  Bn- 
tain  shall  not  only  make  compensaUon  for  their 
recent  injuries,  but  also  settle  the  old  matters  of 
difference  precisely  on  our  own  terms?    We  are 
connecting  matters  which   our    interest  requires 
should  be  separate.    Britain,  following  our  own 
example  here,  will  say  that  by  the  treaty  all  Bri- 
tish debts  were  to  be  paid  ;  but  the  State  laws  and 
the  Courts  of  Virginia  have  prevented  this.    They 
will  offer  to  set  off*  these  against  the  injuri^  suf- 
fered by  our  merchants,  and  perhaps  the  balance 
will  be  against  us.    Will  this  be  protection  to  the 
sufferers  ?  Tet,  if  we  connect  these  claims  together 
we  cannot  object  to  their  doing  the  same.    It  is 
throwing  on  the  merchants  all  the  political  evils 
and  buraens  of  America.    Yet  we  who  opp(»e 
this    measure  have  been  charged  with  wanUng 
feeling  for  their  su^ering.     Provoking  an  unneces^ 
sary  war  will  sacrifice  all  their    property  nor 
abroad,  and  deprive  them  of  all  hope  of  recom- 
pense, for  that  which  has  been  already  condemo- 
ed.     Going  to  war  is  surely  no  way  to  induce  Bri- 
tain to  make  compensation ;  and  it  is  as  certain, 
that  this  country  will  be  under  no  obligation  to  do 
so,  if  war  shall  be  the  issue.  This  country  is  bound 
to  indemnify  them  only  when  we  refuse  to  obtain 
satisfaction    from    Britain,    or    to    avenge    their 
wrongs.     What  inconvenience  should  we  experi- 
ence from  the  delay  occasioned  by  the  usual  forms 
of  seeking  redress?    Can  Britain  run  away  like  a 
private  malefactor,  so  that  we  cannot  catch  her  to 
punish  her?    We  should  at  least  be  better  pre- 
pared for  war.    If  the  reasons  for  it  are  strong, 
they  will  not  suffer  by  our  taking  time  to  examine 
them.  Are  we  afinaid  that  passion  will  cool,  whi^ 
we  here  avow  as  the  principle  which  governs,  and 
ought  to  govern  our  counsels?    Or  are  we  appre- 
hensive that  passion  on  this  occasion  is  popular? 
I  suspect  this  last  idea  has  no  small  influence. 
We  ought  to  judge  that  nothing  will  be  popular 
which  is  not  right    I  have  more  respect  for  my 
constituents  than  to  believe  that  they  will  run  mad, 
and  then  become  so  myself  to  please  them.    That 
I  should  continue  in  this  seat  is  of  very  small  im- 
portance to  me,  and  of  none  to  the  public    But  it 
is  of  infinite  moment  to  preserve  our  peace  and  na- 
tional honor.    The  path  of  rectitude  is  the  way  to 
honor.     The  man  who  walks  in  it  without  devia- 
ting, will  generally  meet  the  public  appro^^^": 
But  if  he  should  fiul  in  this,  his  own  feelings  wtU 
reward  him. 

I  respect  the  manly  Republicanism  of  iin^"<^ 
too  much  to  believe  that  the  popular  water-grue't 
the  milk  for  sucklings,  with  which  some  n>«n 
strive  to  gain  his  favor,  can  either  please  his  appe- 
tite or  invigorate  his  system.  There  are  dis<^n- 
tented  men  in  all  countries ;  perhaps  oar  own  o*J 
fewer  than  any  other.  They  hallo  loud  ana 
often,  and  we  are  therefore  led  to  think  thej  are 
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amerous.  A  tumnltaous  minority  thus  often 
Dposes  measures  on  a  peaceful  majority  against 
le  first  principle  of  Republicanism.  The  voice 
f  tbe  people  is  not  for  war,  unless  necessary  for 
ir  safety  and  honor.  Many  in  this  city  may 
ish  for  it,  but  the  muority  through  the  Union 
•8  desirous  of  peace.  Though  they  will  encoun- 
t  war  bravely,  if  it  shall  overtake  them,  they  are 
raiDSt  running  to  meet  it.  I  will  not  detain  the 
ommittee  with  stating  the  inconveniences  we 
ibject  ourselves  to,  the  dilBculty  of  obtaining 
applies  from  other  countries  during  the  convul- 
ons  of  Europe,  the  loss  of  our  articles  of  export, 
erishing  on  our  hands  from  a  retaliatory  prohibi- 
on  by  Britain,  the  impossibility  of  executing 
Bch  a  law,  or  the  encouraging  of  fi*auds,  to  the 
iUD  of  the  merchant  of  honor.  These  have 
Ireadj  been  the  subjects  of  observation.  The 
trong  objection  which  arises  from  our  Constitu- 
ioD  I  cannot  omit  In  the  distribution  of  power 
0  tbe  several  departments  of  Government,  the 
igfat  of  making  treaties  is  given  to  the  Executive. 
)f  course  the  preparatory  negotiation  must  belong 
0  them  as  an  incident  of  the  authority.  But  we 
re  now  commencing  a  negotiation  ourselves,  and 
trescribing  terms  of  a  treaty.  It  is  urged  that 
bis  cannot  bind  the  Executive.  They  may  make 
k  different  treaty,  but  our  prohibition  will  still  be 
n  force.  Do  we  intend  to  say,  then,  that  we  will 
brbid  our  citizens  from  commerce  with  Britain, 
Jten  after  the  Executive,  the  only  Constitutional 
pover,  shall  have  settled  all  matters  of  difference, 
mless  they  will  suffer  as  to  dictate  the  mode  in 
■rhichthey  shall  exercise  their  authority?  This 
looks  to  me  very  much  like  usurpation,  by  what- 
ever name  we  may  choose  to  call  it  It  has  been 
said,  by  a  zealous  friend  of  the  measure,  that  a 
treaty  would  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  by 
virtue  of  the  Constitution,  and  therefore  would 
repeal  this  law.  Perhaps  it  may  in  future  be 
thought  convenient  to  retract  that  doctrine.  If  it 
^  true,  it  is  idle  to  make  the  law.  But,  sir,  I 
doubt  the  truth  of  it  It  appears  strange  to  say, 
^  an  act  in  its  nature  Legislative,  (and  such 
ve  are  told  this  is,)  can  be  abrogated  by  an  Ex- 
active  act  I  know  of  nothing  but  the  Legisla- 
tare  which  can  repeal  a  law.  It  belongs  either  to 
Legislative  or  Executive  power.  If  the  former, 
^  Legislature  only  can  abrogate  it;  if  the  latter, 
»« ought  not  to  meddle  with  it  We  may  as  well 
«*n7  through  the  negotiation,  as  begin  it,  and 
prescribe  the  terms  of  it  If  the  Constitution  had 
given  us  the  power,  we  could  not  exercise  it,  from 
our  numbers  and  mode  of  doing  business.  It  will 
not  be  denied  that  the  Executive  has  a  right  to 
appoint  and  instruct  a  negotiator  as  to  the  terras 
of  settlement  Have  we  the  same  right,  or  even 
2f  ^«  instruct  him  when  they  shall  appoint? 
Appose  him  thus  doubly  instructed  by  the  Ex- 
^tive,  having  Constitutional  authority,  and  by 
'^1  who  cannot  tell  from  whence  we  derive  the 
power,  and  the  instructions  contradict  each  other : 
J^nom  is  the  negotiator  to  obey  t  None  will  say 
w4t  the  power  of  the  Executive  is  not  paramount 
™  «l  others,  as  to  treaties  and  all  foreign  negotia- 
"on&   Are  we  to  make  a  law,  then,  which  may  I 


be  violated  with  impunity — nay,  more,  with  pro- 
prietv?    I  wish,  sir,  that  gentlemen  who  so  often 
tremble  for  the  sanctuary  of  Republicanism,  and 
deprecate  usurpation  of  power,  would  apply  these 
excellent  feelings  to  this  subject     We  have  been 
often  told  that  something  must  be  done,  and  that, 
if  we  object  to  this  measure,  we  ought  to  show  a 
better  as  a  substitute.    I  have  never  thought  this 
a  diflScult  task.     I  will  now  state  the  outlines  of 
what  ought  to  be  done.    By  a  peculiarity  in  our 
Constitution,  negotiation  with  foreign  nations  is 
altogether  an  Executive  duty ;  but  to  declare  war 
is  with  the  Legislature.     In  Governments  where 
the  powers  of  negotiation  and  of  war  are  in  the 
same  hands,  the  same  officer  can  demand  a  recom- 
pense for  an  injury,  propose  his  ultimatum,  and 
declare  war  if  it  be  rejected ;   but  our  Executive 
may  be  embarrassed   in   pursuing  a  demand  of 
compensation  to  the  last  extremity,  lest  he  should 
pledge  the  honor  of  the  nation  to  war  against  the 
will  of  the  Legislature,  who  alone  can  make  war. 
We  ought,  therefore,  to  pass  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  PRBsmsNT  to  pursue  with  energy  a  de- 
mand for  recompense,  according  to  the  custom  of 
nations,  and  pledging  ourselves  to  support  him,  if 
the  event  should  prove  unsuccessful;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  we  ought  to  prepare  for  war.     I  can 
see  nothing  further  which  is  Legislative  in  its 
nature,  or  committed  to  our  care  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, until  it  shall  appear  that  the  negotiation  has 
failed  of  success.     Then,  sir,  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  prohibit  commercial  intercourse,  or  declare  war, 
or  take  any  other  measures  to  avenge  our  wrongs 
and  vindicate  the  honor  of  our  country.     If  we 
are  to  engage  in  war,  sir,  I  presume  we  must  have 
some  money  to  carry  it  on,  unless  in  this  instance, 
also,  we  are  an  exception  from  general  rule<i.    The 
measure  now  contemplated  must  almost  annihi- 
late our  imports,  and  we  have  not  looked  round 
for  a  substitute.     We  have  heard  of  a  land  tax, 
but  there  are  many  objections  to  it    On  the  eve 
of  war  public  credit  is  doubly  important    Having 
lost  our  former  resources,  we  must  provide  new 
funds  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  of 
the  Public  Debt,  the  expenses  of  Government,  and 
the  innumerable  expenses  of  war.     We  must  not 
only  suffer  heavy  taxes  and  burdens,  but  also  an 
enormous   increase  of  our  Debt     As  I  am   not 
guilty  of  being  a  creditor  of  the  Union,  perhaps  I 
may  be  heard  patiently  on  this  subject      It  has 
been  often  said  here  that  the  Public  Debt  has  en- 
slaved our  country ;  yet  now  we  are  urged  to  in- 
crease it  beyond  all  calculation,  without  taking  the 
usual  measures  for  pacific  accommodation. 

Though  I  have  labored  in  vain  to  understand 
how  the  Public  Debt  is  an  engine  of  slavery,  and 
have  sincerely  thought  our  country  a  perfect  model 
of  civil  freedom,  yet  I  hope  this  argument  will 
have  some  weight  with  those  who  see  that  we  are 
slaves,  and  that  the  Public  Debt  has  riveted  our 
fetters.  Here  give  me  leave  to  answer  an  argu- 
ment which  has  been  repeatedly  pressed,  and  with 
apparent  success.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  first 
regular  step  is  to  demand  a  recompense  for  an  in- 
jury; but  it  is  said  that  Britain  regards  no  laws 
of  nations  in  her  conduct  to  ns,  and  therefore  we 
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are  not  bound  to  observe  them  towards  her.    I 
presume  by  this  it  is  not  meant  that  we  ought  to 
do  wrong  because  Britain  has  done  wrong ;   but 
that  it  becomes  right  for  us  to  disregard  those  laws 
which  she  violates.    Let  us  examine  this.    The 
laws  and  usages  of  nations  have  prescribed  certain 
modes  of  demanding  redress  of  a  nation  for  an  in- 
jury ;  those  of  necessity  can  only  be  applicable  to 
an  injured  nation,  for  no  other  can  need  redress. 
Can  It,  then,  be  true  that  the  moment  a  nation  is 
injured,  and  thereby  is  placed  in  the  situation  for 
which,  and  for  which  alone,  the  rule  was  made, 
the  rule  ceases  to  be  obligatory  ?    A  nation  can- 
not be  injured  unless  the  Laws  of  Nations,  with 
respect  to  her,  have  been  violated.    According  to 
this  argument,  a  very  solemn  rule  of  conduct  has 
been  established,  which  is  never  to  be  complied 
with — not  by  a  nation  which  has  not  received  an 
injury,  because  there  is  nothing  to  redress,  and  not 
by  a  nation  which  has  been  injured,  because,  with 
respect  to  her,  the  Laws  of  Nations  have  been 
violated  by  the  aggressing  nation,  and  this  dis- 
penses with  the  rule.     This  answer  to  an  argu- 
ment so  much  relied  on  is,  to  my  mind,  perfectly 
satisfactory.     I  call  on  the  gentlemen  to  show  it 
to  be  a  fallacy.    Our  situation,  sir,  is  not  new, 
though  our  conduct  may  be  so.    We  have  seen 
Holland,  when  neutral  in  former  wars,  suffering 
similar  injuries;  they  did   not  pursue  such  mea- 
sures as  we  contemplate,  though  better  prepared 
for  war.     Neither  their  interest  nor  their  honor 
suffered  by  their  moderation.     The  present  neu- 
tral Powers  of  Europe  are   fellow-sufferers  with 
us ;  yet  we  do  not  hear  of  similar  impetuosity  of 
resentment    In  all  wars  neutral  nations  are  abused 
in  proportion  as  the  Powers  at  war  are  strong  and 
the  neutrality  weak.    A  stronger  combination  than 
the  present,  perhaps,  never  existed  in  Europe ;  and 
a  neutrality  can  seldom  be  weaker.     T)ie  princi- 
ples of  the  present  war  are  also  peculiar ;  it  is  a 
struggle    for    existence.      The    unusual    circum- 
stances of  it  have  compelled  the  French,  with 
whom  we  are  in  fnendship,  not  only  to  disregard 
our  rights  as  a  neutral  nation,  but  to  violate  their 
treaty  with  us,  though  we  have  proceeded  so  far 
in  friendship  to  them  as  to  haauird  our  peace.    Our 
merchants  suffer  severely  from  that  nation;  yet 
we  are  told  that  imperious  necessity  from  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  is  an  excuse.    I  say  not  these 
things  to  criminate  that  nation;  they  have  been 
civil  enough  to  apologise  and  promise  recompense ; 
but  we  have  not  received  even  good  manners  from 
their  enemies.     The  public  mind  appears  to  have 
suffered  little  irritation  from  this  cause,  and  it  is  far 
from  my  wish  to  excite  any.     My  motive  is  only  to 
show  that  this  acquiescence  in  their  apology  proves 
our  opinion  that  the  present  war  is  peculiar  in  its 
nature.    Though  we  owe  nothing  but  indignation 
to  Britain,  yet  we  owe  prudence  to  our  country 
and  respect  to  ourselves.    The  present  moment  is 
infinitely  valuable,  and  ought  not  to  be  trifled 
with.     The  present  situation  and  disposition  of 
Britain  almost  insure  us  honorable  peace,  unless 
we  provoke  war.    We  have  strong  evidence  that 
war  with  this  country  is  against  both  their  interest 
and  their  wishes.     Though  the  measure  under 


consideration  is  not  in  itself  hostility,  and  violates 
no  law  of  nations,  were  we  to  stop  here,  yet  a 
little  reflection  must  convince  us  that  it  tends  to 
war.     It  is  placing  our  negotiation  for  recompense 
from  Britain  on  so  new,  and  to  them  so  humili- 
ating a  footing,  that  their  pride  must  revolt;  thus 
national  honor  must  forbid  a  compliance.    They 
will  say  to  our  negotiator,  no  nation  ever  addressed 
another  in  this  wa/.     Suppose  we  have  injured 
you :  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  treat  with  you  re- 
specting retribution  on  these  terms ;   it  is  not  an 
offer  of  peaceful  accommodation,  but  an  affront, 
a  challenge.      This  refusal   to  treat,   which   the 
mode  of  making  the  demand  renders  certain,  will 
then  be  urged  as  a  refusal  to  make  us  a  recom- 
pense, and  war  becomes   inevitable.     Why,  sir, 
should  we  be  thus  ingenious  to  avoid  peace,  and 
rush  hastily  into  the  tragedy  of  Europe  ?    At  such 
a  moment  we  ought  to    pause  and  inquire  what 
we  can  gain  by  war.     We  now  possess  every 
blessing  for  which  other  nations  contend ;  we  may 
lose,  but  cannot  gain  by  confusion.    The  price  of 
our  present  political  happiness  was  not  small ;  we 
are  now  eating  the  fruit  of  that  tree  which  was 
watered  with   the  blood  of  our  fathers;  yet  we 
suffer  the  canker-worm  of  jealousy  to  feed  on  its 
foliage — the    whirlwind    of   discord    theatens    to 
root  it  up  forever.    What  attractions  do  we  find 
in  the  desolation,  the  misery,  the  cHoms  of  Eu- 
rope?   Their  very  virtues  are  shaded  with  hor- 
ror; their   rulers  are  the  scourges  of  mankind; 
their  business  is  oppression;  their  sport  is  viola- 
tion ;  they  trade  in  blood ;  the  priests  of  Moloch 
offer  daily  hecatombs  of  innocent  victims ;  thej 
fatten  on  human  sacrifices;  our   former  friends 
are  insane,  or  rather  their  patriotism  borders  on 
phrenzy;   Europe  is  at  war  with  all  the  feelings 
of  nature ;  they  blaspheme  her  rights ;  they  laugh 
at  her  agonies.     Can  it  be  necessary,  sir,  to  de- 
scribe the  happiness  of  our  own  country  to  show 
the  contrast?     We  are  so  familiar  with  public  bles- 
sings that  we  have  almost  forgotten  their  value. 
The  voice  of  oppression  is  not  heard.     Our  habit- 
ations are  the  dwellings  of  virtue  and  domestic 
happiness ;  the  laws  of  morality  and  of  our  coun- 
try are  revered ;  we  profane  not  the  altars  of  reli- 
gion ;  we  have  realized  the  golden  age  of  Cible ;  we 
have  practised  Republican  visions;   in  this    mo- 
ment of  danger  our  minds  should  swell  to  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  occasion ;  we  pught  to  brave  every 
danger  to  defend  these   inestimable  advantages; 
but  if  we  want  prudence,  we  shall  appear  to  want 
every  virtue.     I  have  now  done  with  the  questioa. 
The  measure  appears  to  me  to  threaten  great  mis- 
chief to  our  country.  If  this  shall  be  realized,  though 
I  shall  share  in  the  common  calamity,  a  review  of  my 
conduct  will  not  upbraid  me.    We  may  look  back, 
sir,  across  a  deluge  of  misery  which  may  oTer- 
whelm  the  country,  to  the  happy  shore  of  peace, 
which,  perhaps,  we    now  imprudently  abandon. 
We  may  recall  this  moment  as  that  in  which  we 
hoisted  the  floodgate  of  destruction.     On  such  a 
retrospect  our  countrymen  may  say,  you  were  the 
authors  of  these  calamities,  and  you  are  respon- 
sible. 
Mr.  J.  Wadswobth  said  the  path  to  be  pursued 


93 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


594 


PRl^  1794.] 


Non-iniereourte  with  Great  Britain. 


[H.  OF  R. 


r  this  country,  Mr.  Chairman,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
plain  one,  if  reason  and  not  passion  be  our  guide. 
e  have  suffered  ii\jurie8 ;  our  rights  have  been 
oUted.  It  18  our  duty  to  seek  reparation  for  the 
rmer,  and  to  yindicate  the  latter.  But  war  is  a 
Umitj  of  the  eztreroest  kind;  it  ought  then 
ily  to  be  encountered  in  the  last  extremity; 
ery  thing  possible  should  be  attempted  to  avoid 
;  every  thing  should  be  avoided  that  will  tend  to 
crease  the  chance  of  its  existence. 
The  plainest  facts  demonstrate  that  our  case  is 
)t  out  of  the  reach  of  a  remedy,  by  negotiation, 
rerocation  of  the  instructions  of  the  6th  of  No- 
mber,  and  the  explanations  which  have  been 
Ten  concerning  them,  afford  an  assurance  that 
hatever  may  have  been  the  disposition  of  the 
rilish  Government  at  one  time,  war  with  this 
luntry  did  not  continue  to  be  its  purpose. 
What  is  the  inference  from  such  a  state  of 
lings?  why  plainly  this;  that  we  ought  to  make 
Tectual  preparations  for  the  worst  that  may  hap- 
;n ;  that  we  ought  to  go  to  work  in  earnest,  and 
i(h  Tigor,  to  put  the  country  in  a  state  of  de- 
nce;  in  a  posture  for  serious  War;  and  in  this 
KitioD,  we  ought  to  make  one  more  appeal  to  the 
isiice,  the  good  sense  of  Great  Britain ;  but  if  the 
Mitlemen  will  not  allow  me  these  expressions  as 
)p1ied  to  Great  Britain,  I  will  withdraw  them, 
)d  say  their  interest  And  if  that  fails,  then,  and 
9t  before,  we  ought  to  meet  with  decision  and 
nnness  the  only  alternative— -war. 
lo  the  meantime,  sir,  we  ought  to  do  nothing 
ut  can  prove  an  obstacle  to  the  success  of  nego- 
ation ;  we  should  not  by  any  rash  or  intemperate 
itasure  make  accommodation  on  the  part  of  Great 
iritaiQ  impossible,  without  dishonor;  we  should 
o(  so  act  as  to  force  her  pride,  to  take  side  against 
£r  reason  and  her  interest  If  a  war  is  to  happen, 
Aanimity  among  ourselves  will  be  of  infinite  im- 
ortance;  if  our  course  be  such  as  to  render  it 
unifest  to  all  our  citizens  that  we  have  done 
very  thing  in  our  power  to  avoid  the  evil ;  that 
re  have  availed  ourselves  of  aH  the  chances  of 
unserving  peace,  that  we  have  done  nothing  that 
oqM  destroy  a  single  one  of  them,  then  we  shall 
ecure  unanimity ;  then  may  we  rely  that  every 
lerre  of  the  country  will  be  strained,  every  re- 
toarce  called  forth  to  defend  ourselves,  and  annoy 
be  enemy ;  and  here  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  behind 
inj  man  in  exertion  and  perseverance.  But  if 
«r  course  be  such  as  to  leave  a  doubt,  whether 
^«  war  might  not  have  been  with  greater  4)ru- 
knce  avoided ;  a  suspicion  that  it  may  have  been 
^ipitated  by  violent  and  premature  measures, 
idiett  to  unanimity. 

Tne  arrival  of  the  calamity  awakening  men's 
mk  to  ito  magnitude,  and  substituting  the  opera- 
^  of  reason  for  those  of  passion,  will  substitute 
KQsure  for  applause ;  condemnation  for  approba- 
hon;  the  Government  will  lose  the  confidence  of 
»e  people  as  having  been  rash  and  inconsiderate. 

OureflForta  will  be  languid  and  feeble,  our  coun- 
cus  distracted  and  disjointed,  and  the  least  evil 
tnat  can  happen,  will  be  an  inglorious  and  disad- 
vantageous peace;  what  worse  may  be  in  the 
tomb  of  time,  God  only  knows. 


I  call  on  those  who  hear  me  to  shun  this  course. 
I  know  the  temper  of  the  people  I  represent  I 
have  every  day  communications  that  show  me 
their  extreme  disapprobation  of  any  measure  that 
can  lessen  the  chance  for  peace.  I  therefore,  with 
the  greatest  confidence,  predict  what  will  be  their 
conduct  on  one,  or  on  the  other  plan  of  precedure. 
I  believe  the  temper  of  the  citizens  of  the  neigh- 
boring States  is  not  materially  different  from  that 
of  the  citizens  of  the  State  to  which  I  belong.  I 
presume  it  will  not  be  understood  that  the  citizens 
of  the  State  I  came  from  are  willing  tamely  to 
submit  to  be  ruined  by  the  ravages  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. No,  sir,  they  love  peace,  and  will  court  it 
with  warmth;  but  if  war  be  unavoidable,  they 
will  not  be  behind  their  neighbors ;  they  feel,  and 
feel  keenly  their  wrongs  and  injuries,  and  their  re- 
sentments are  strong. 

I  ask  the  warmest  advocates  for  the  proposed 
measure  to  form  in  their  own  minds  a  just  estimate 
of  the  substantial  value  of  unanimity,  of  the  com- 
parative faculties  of  the  different  parts  of  our 
country,  for  military  exertions ;  they  will  not  do  ill 
to  review  the  example  of  the  last  mr. 

For  my  part  I  am  resolved,  whatever  may  be 
the  current  of  the  moment,  to  bear  my  testimony 
against  all  measures  of  a  tendency  to  destroy  the 
prospect  of  peace.  I  consider  the  one  under  con- 
sideration as  such  a  measure,  and  mean  to  make 
my  opposition  to  it 

Let  those  who  are  bold  enough  to  court  danger 
to  the  countzy,  stand  distin^ished  to  their  fellow 
citizens,  from  those  who,  Uiough  resolved  to  be 
prepared  for  war,  and  to  meet  it  with  fortitude 
when  it  is  inevitable,  at  the  same  time  are  resolved 
not  to  precipitate  so  great  an  evil.  I  cheerfully 
concede  to  the  former  all  the  glory ;  they  will  have 
all  the  responsibility  of  their  enterprise. 

I  have  thus  expressed  my  real  sentiments,  not 
attempting  to  torture  any  man's  arguments,  or 
wound  their  feelings;  and  were  I  to  indulge  my- 
self in  railing  at  the  British  for  their  unjustifiable 
depredations  on  our  trade,  I  think,  sir,  I  could  be 
as  eloquent  as  other  gentlemen  who  have  gone  be- 
fore me ;  I  believe  it  would  be  useless,  and  I  for- 
bear. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  reported  the  reso- 
lution to  the  House ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  the  House  acyourned. 


TuKSDAT,  April  15. 

Several  remonstrances  from  citizens  of  the 
United  States  West  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains, 
whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  stating  their  right 
to  a  free  enjoyment  of  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Mississippi,  and  praying  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment will  adopt  such  measures  as  shall  be  most 
expedient  and  effectual  to  secure  the  same  fi*om 
encroachments  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  foreign 
countries. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  remonstrances  be  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Leb,  Mr.  Orr,  Mr.  Picksns,  Mr, 
RuTHEKFOBD,  and   Mr.  Montoomert  ;  that   they 
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do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  aud  report  the 
same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Blount,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
re-committed  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
'*  An  act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  headland  of 
Gape  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Ocracock 
Island,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,**  made  a 
report;  which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
said  bill,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HiLLHOuss,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  on  the  balances  due  to  certain 
States,  upon  the  final  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  individual  States  and  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

P&ESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES : 

OtmtUmen  of  ike  Senate,  and 

of  the  ffouee  of  Eepreeeniativee : 

I  lay  before  yoa  a  Letter  from  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  Hit  Britannic  Blajesty  to  the  Secretary  of 
State;  a  Letter  (rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory 
Sooth  of  the  river  Ohio,  eocloiing  an  Ordinance  and 
Proclamation  of  the  Governor  thereof;  the  translation 
of  SQ  much  of  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  at  Post  Vin- 
cennes,  addressed  to  the  President,  as  relates  to  Con- 
gress :  and  certain  despatches  lately  received  from  our 
Uommiwioners  at  Madrid.  These  despatches  from 
Madrid,  being  a  part  of  a  business  which  has  been 
hitherto  deemed  confidential,  they  are  forwarded  under 
that  view.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

Untteo  States,  Apnl  10, 1794. 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  were 
partly  read. 

NON-INTERCOURSB  WITH   GREAT  BRITAIN. 

* 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  prohibit  ^l  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  sub* 
jects  of  the  Kin^  of  Great  Britain,  so  far  as  the 
same  respects  artides  of  the  growth  or  manufacture 
of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland;  and  the  same  being 
twice  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Resolved,  That,  until  the  Government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain shall  cause  compensation  for  all  losses  and  damages 
sustained  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  from  arm- 
ed vessels,  or  from  any  person  or  persons  acting  under 
commission  or  authonty  of  the  British  King,  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of 
neutrality  ;  and  also,  until  all  the  posts,  now  held  and 
detained  by  the  Kin^of  Great  Britain,  within  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  shall  be  surrendered  and 
given  up ;  and  until  compensation  be  made  for  the  ne- 
groes carried  away,  contrary  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace, — 
all  commercial  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  the  subjects  of  the  Kinff  of  Great 
Britain,  or  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  ouier  nation, 
00  far  as  the  same  respects  articles  of  the  growth  or 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  shall  be  pro- 
hibited :  Provided,  such  prohibition  shall  not  extend  to 
vessels,  or  their  cargoes,  arriving  in  any  of  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  before  the day  of next" 

Mr.  SxTTH,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  his 
modification  of  the  original  motion.    It  was  de- 


clared to  be  a  substitute  by  the  Chair,  and  there- 
fore out  of  order. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  to  strike  oat  of  the  resolution 
the  sine  qua  non  condition,  of  restitution  for  ne- 
groes carried  off. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  S.  C,  objected  to  the  motion.  He 
feared  it  would  appear  like  an  abandonment  of  the 
claim. 

After  some  further  debate  on  this  amendment, 
Mr.  FrrzsiMOKS  suggested  a  substitute  for  the 
resolution  to  avoid  the  embarrassment  of  a  specie- 
cation. 

Mr.  Giles  withdrew  his  amendment 

Mr.  Smith,  of  S.  C,  moved  to  strike  out  a  specifi- 
cation, and  insert  a  clause  more  general 

After  further  conversation,  Mr.  Tract  expressedj 
a  wish  for  the  previous  question,  under  the  im- 
pression that  this  is  not  a  proper  time  for  a  final 
decision  of  the  subject 

Mr.  Smith,  of  S.  C,  consented  to  withdraw  his 
amendment  until  the  previous  question  be  put 
After  some  debate,  , 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  by  fire 
members,  to  wit:  '* Shall  the  main  question,  to 
agree  to  the  said  resolution,  be  now  put  ?" 

And  on  the  previous  question,  "Shall  the  said 
main  question  be  now  put?"  it  was  resolved  in  the 
afiirmative— yeas  63,  nays  44,  as  follows : 

Teas. — James  Armstrong,  Theodoras  Bailey,  Abra- 
ham Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Thomaa  Blount  Thoma6| 
P.  Games,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abn- 
ham  CUrk,  Isaac  Cole^  George  Dent,  William  Findler, 
William  B.  Giles,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Christopher  Gkcq- 
up,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  B.  Grove, 
George  Hancock,  Carter  E  Harrison,  John  Heath.  Jobs 
Hunter.  William  Irvine,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Ly- 
man, Nathaniel  Macon,  James  BiadisoQ,  Josf^ph  Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomerr. 
Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenbei^,  Joseoh  Nerille, 
Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Alexander  |J.  Orr,  Jam 
PaM,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew  Pickens,  Francis  Prwtoo, 
Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas  Sdott,  John  Smilie.  lend\ 
Smith,  Sam'l  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Thomas  Tkedwell 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Yenable,  Fraod 
Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

NATa — Fisher  Ames,  EUas  Boudinot,  Sbearjsshab 
Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Darid 
Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Henrjr  Dearborn, 
Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitzsimoos,  Uriah  Forrest, 
Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Henry  Glenn,  Benn- 
min  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel 
Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Samuel 
Holten,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Henry  Latimer,  Amassj 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Malbooe,  Wil*| 
liam  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  a  SherH 
bume,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  Zephaoish 
Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  Geoige  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tncy, 
Jonathan  Trumbull.  John  £.  Van  Alien,  Peter  Vaa 
Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wadswortb, 
Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Paine  Wingata 


Wbdnvsdat,  April  16. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants 

of  Post  Saint  Vincennes,  referred  to  in  the  Frki- 

dent's  Message  of  yesterday,  be  referred  to  .Mr. 

Clark,  Mr.  Abhstrono,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Wale* 
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B,  and  Mr.  Bloumt;  that  they  do  examine  the 
utter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
pinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 
The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  commu- 
ications  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  yesterday, 
xm  the  pRBsiDBiTT  or  thi  United  States,  and 
ent  through  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  communications  do  lie  on 
)e  table. 


Thursdat,  April  17. 

Hr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
ointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  or  what  further  or 
kher  reyenues  are  necessary  for  the  support  of  the 
ablic  credit;  and*  if  further  revenues  are  neces- 
trr,  to  report  the  ways  and  means,  made  a  re- 
ort ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Mon- 
ay  next 

THE  SMBARQO. 

The  resolution  proposed  some  days  since,  for 
lie  continuation  of  an  embargo,  was  taken  up  in 
>ommittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  SBBBBUiufE  in  the 
Thair. 

Mr.  Lee  made  a  motion  for  excepting  foreign 
Mttoms  from  the  operation  of  the  Embargo.  This 
notion  was  supported  chiefly  upon  the  grounds 
bt  the  agricultural  interest  suffers  by  a  general 
SffiUrgo ;  that  the  chief  intention  of  the  Embargo 
I,  to  keep  American  navigation  from  the  grasp  of 
lapacity ;  and  this  end  will  be  as  fully  answered 
mder  the  operation  of  the  amendment 

Against  it,  it  was  argued,  that  the  distinction  will 
txcite  a  jealousy  in  the  breast  of  our  citizens ;  will 
tend  to  deprive  us  of  our  seamen,  who  will  en- 
pge,  for  want  of  domestic  employment,  on  board 
if  foreign  vessels,  and  also  strip  us  of  some  por- 
tion of  our  vesseUi,  by  rendering  foreign  bottoms 
much  more  valuable  than  American.  It  was  also 
Bid,  that  one  object  of  the  Embargo  will  be  frus- 
trated by  the  amendment — the  fasting  of  the  Bri- 
tish islands.  Such  a  discrimination  will  render 
tt  Embargo,  instead  of  an  act  calculated  to  repel 
IB  aggression,  and  prevent  aggression  in  future,  an 
ocouragement  to  insult,  by  encouraging  foreign 
trade  in  preference  to  American.  The  amendment 
WIS  lost 

Another  amendment  was  proposed,  to  enable 
lBercbant«^  under  certain  restrictions,  to  send  de- 
spatch boats  to  the  West  Indies,  in  order  to  com- 
ply with  the  forms  requisite  to  lodge,  within  the 
liiQit^  time,  appeals  from  the  Admiralty  Courts  of 
the  British  islands.  Several  attempts  were  made 
to  guard  the  provision,  so  that  it  should  not  be  a 
Deans  of  evading  the  Embargo.  This  appeared, 
filially,  not  to  have  been  done  to  the  satisfaction  of 
A  ntajority ;  and,  upon  its  being  suggested  that  the 
nnewal  of  the  general  Embargo  resolution  was  a 
OKasure  that  did  not  admit  of  delay,  and  that  the 
pn)Tision  proposed  might  be  considered  at  another 
time  separately,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
•mendment  lost 

The  original  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  a  yerj 
jtrge  majority,  and  reported  to  the  House,  where 
It  was  immediately  taken  up. 


It  was  suggested  that  Sweden,  by  treaty,  is  po* 
sitively  exempted  from  the  operation  of  Em* 
bareoes,  and  that,  if  this  be  the  case,  France,  Uol* 
land,  Sx.,  who  have,  by  treaty,  the  privileges  o^ 
the  most  favored  nations,  are  also  exempt,  and 
they  should  be  positively  exempted  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

It  was  answered,  that  treaties  are  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  and  cannot  clash  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  Congress.  However,  it  was  coiiceived  that 
the  provision  in  the  Swedish  treaty  is  not  alto- 
gether clear,  and  at  any  rate  can  only  entitle  them 
to  carry  awav  their  vessels,  but  not  to  export  our 
produce  agamst  our  will;  for,,  in  that  case,  our 
every  attempt  to  lay  an  Embargo  might  be  baffled 
by  those  foreign  nations.  A  proviso,  however, 
was  adopted,  expressly  excepting  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Embargo,  nations  exempted  by  treaty. 
Another  proviso  was  then  adopted,  to  enable  mer* 
chants  to  send  despatch-boats  to  any  of  the  West 
India  islands,  for  the  purpose  stated  above.  The 
resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Besolved  by  the  Senate  and  ffottse  of  Fepre$enr 
tativee  o/the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
asaembled,  That  the  present  embargo  be  continued, 
and  every  regulation  concerning  the  same  shall  be 
in  full  force,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May  next : 
Provided^  That  nothing  in  this  resolution  be  con- 
strued as  intended  to  contravene  an^  rights  or 
privileges  arising  out  of  treaty  or  treaties  between 
any  foreign  nation  and  the  United  States:  And 
provided^  also^  That  the  Prbsidest  of  the  United 
States  be  authorised  to  permit  the  sailing  of  any 
vessel,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  lodging  in  the  Courte 
of  Vice  Admiralty,  in  any  of  the  West  India  islands, 
appeals  from  sentences  or  decrees  of  the  said  Courts, 
whereby  vessels  or  cargoes  claimed  by  an  American 
citizen  or  citizens,  have  been  condemned:  Pro- 
vided, That  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  be  pre- 
viously given,  that  such  vessel  shall  not,  directly 
or  indirectly,  carry  on  any  commerce  whatsoever, 
during  the  voyage. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  William  SMrrH,  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Abram  Trigg,  complaining  of  an  undue 
election  and  return  of  Francis  Preston,  to  serve 
as  a  member  of  this  House,  for  the  State  of  Virgi- 
nia, made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  as  follows : 

**That,  upon  examining  the  evidence  in  this  case,  it 
appears  that,  in  the  countv  of  Lee,  in  the  aaid  State, 
the  poll  was  closed,  after  aue  proclamation  by  the  she- 
riff, at  or  about  three  o'clock,  p.  m. ;  that  application 
was  afterwards  made  to  the  sheriff  to  open  the  poll  for 
several  voters  who  appeared,  which  the  sheriff  refused. 
On  recurring  to  the  election  law  of  Virginia,  the  sheriff 
appears  to  be  vested  with  discretionary  power  to  close 
the  poll  at  any  time  of  the  day  after  three  proclama- 
tions made,  and  no  voters  appearing.  The  committee 
are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  election  was  conduct- 
ed according  to  law  in  the  said  county. 

*'It  appears  that  the  sheriff  of  Washington  county,  in 
consequence  uf  rain,  adjourned  the  poll  to  the  second 
day ;  and  that,  from  the  latitude  of  discretion  vested  in 
him  by  law,  he  was  fully  authorized  so  to  do. 

"  No  evidence  having  been  produced  in  support  o 
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the  charge  that  persoDB  were  polled  io  Washington 
county,  who  live  in  the  territory  South  of  the  Ohio,  and 
in  Kentucky,  the  petitioner  has  abandoned  that  charge. 

"  The  evidence,  with  regard  to  Montgomery  county, 
being  very  Toluminoua,  and  in  eome  respects  contradic- 
tory, the  committee  have  found  some  difficulty  in  form- 
ing an  opinion  in  relation  to  that  county.  The  follow- 
ing facta,  however,  appear  to  be  well-established,  via : 

**  That  Captain  Wiluam  Preston,  brother,  and  agent 
at  the  election,  of  the  sitting  member,  was  quartered 
near  Montgomery  court-house,  with  about  60  or  70  Fe- 
deral troops,  of  which  ho  had  the  command ;  that,  on 
the  day  of  election,  the  said  troops  were  marched  in  a 
body  twice  or  three  times  rouncT  the  court  house,  and 
paraded  in  front  of,  and  close  to  the  door  thereof ;  that, 
towards  the  close  of  the  election,  the  said  troops  were 
polled,  generally  in  favor  of  the  sitting  member,  but 
their  votes  were  put  down  on  a  separate  paper,  and,  af- 
ter (he  election,  at  the  comparison  of  the  polls  of  the  re- 
spective counties,  were  rejected  by  the  returning  offi- 
cers ;  that  some  of  them  threatened  to  beat  any  person 
who  should  Tote  m  favor  of  the  petitioner ;  that  one  of 
the  soldiers  struck  and  knocked  down  a  magistrate  who 
was  attending  at  the  said  election ;  that  three  soldiers 
atood  at  the  door  of  the  court-house,  and  refused  to  ad- 
mit a  voter  because  he  declared  he  would  vote  fur  the 
petitioner ;  that  many  of  the  country  people  were  dis- 
satisfied with  the  conduct  of  the  solciiers,  which  pro- 
duced altercations  at  the  election  between  the  soldiers 
and  the  country  people,  the  former  being  generally  for 
the  sitting  member,  and  the  latter  fur  (he  petitioner,  and 
terminated  in  a  violent  affray  between  them  after  the 
poll  was  closed  ;  that  some  of  the  soldiers  being  after 
wards  intemigated  why  they  said  they  would  beat  any 
man  who  voted  for  Trigg,  replied,  **tliey  who  are  bound 
must  obey.'*  That»  though  it  is  doubtful  whether  any 
of  the  soldiers  were  armra  at  the  court-house,  yet  it  ap- 
pears that,  at  the  time  of  the  affray,  after  the  election. 
Captain  Preston  had  a  sword  and  daeger ;  and  that, 
when  the  soldiers  being  overpowered  by  the  country 
people,  retreated  to  their  barracks,  some  guns  were  fired 
by  the  soldiers  towards  the  country  people. 

^  The  obnimittee,  on  full  consideration  of  all  the  evi- 
dence in  relation  to  Montgomery  county,  from  which 
the  foregoing  facts  result,  are  of  opinion  that,  notwith- 
standing the  soldiers  were  not  disfranchised  of  the  rit^ht 
of  voting,  merely  as  sudi,  yet  their  conduct,  as  well  as 
that  of  their  commander,  was  inconsistent  with  that 
freedom  and  fairness  which  ought  to  prevail  at  elec- 
tions ;  and  that,  although  it  does  not  appear,  from  any 
other  than  hearsay  testimony,  that  any  voter  was  actu- 
ally prevented  from  voting,  yet  there  is  every  reasona- 
ble ground  to  believe  that  some  were,  and  that  the  elec- 
tion was  unduly  and  unfairly  biansed  by  the  turbulent 
and  menacing  conduct  of  the  military  \  and  that  the  pe- 
titioner, who  only  lost  his  election  by  a  majority  of  ten 
yotes,  has  not  had  that  iair  opportunity  of  obtaining  the 
suffrages  of  the  people  of  that  district,  to  which  every 
candidate  is  entitled.  The  committee,  therefore,  view- 
ing the  precedent  as  a  dangerous  one,  and  considering 
the  inestimable  privile^  of  free  suffrage  ought  never  to 
be  violated  by  any  mibtary  interposition ;  that  the  sit- 
ting member  may  have  obtained  a  majority  by  impro- 
per influence,  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  have  a 
chance  of  obtaining  a  seat  on  equal  terro^  are  of 
opinion  that  Francis  Preston  is  not  duly  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House." 

'  In  support  of  the  reasoning  ind  conclusion  of 
this  report,  the  petitioner  submitted  a  paper,  con- 
taining, at  great  length,  his  observations  on  the 


depositions  and  other  exhibits  connected  wi(h 
case. 

Ordered^  That  the  hearing  on  the  trial  of 
said  contested  election  be  proceeded  on  in 
House  on  Tuesday  next 

Mr.  WiLLUM  Smith,  from  the  oommitt«e 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Pi 

DENT    OF    THE    UlClTED    StATBS,     of    the    18th 

March  last,  relative  to  an  advance  of  monev, ' 
quested  by  the  Minister  of  the  French  Repol 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  I 
on  the  table. 


FamAY,  April  18. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Ho 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution 
this  House,  to  continue  the  present  embargo 
ships  or  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Stai 
bound  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  with  an  ame 
ment;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  sni 
amendment,  and  the  same  being  read,  wa 
agreed  to.  I 

NON-INTERCOURSE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAlS 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Mr.  Clark*b  resolution  for  a  non-importation 
British  goods,  was  called  up. 

The  consideration  of  it  at  the  present  time  wii 
opposed  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  an  Envoy  hii 
been  nominated  by  the  Executive  to  negotiate 
with  Great  Britain  ;  that  the  adoption  of  this  re^ 
solution,  at  the  present  time,  would  be  a  bar  t< 
those  negotiations,  an  infringement  on  the  right  oi 
the  Executive  to  negotiate,  and  an  indelicacy  to> 
wards  that  department ;  and  that,  since  it  leadi 
to  war,  other  measures  should  precede  its  adop 
tion. 

It  was  answered,  that  the  Legislature  hari 
solelj  a  right  to  regulate  commerce;  that  this 
measure  is  strictly  within  the  Constitutional  dut} 
of  the  Legislature ;  that,  if  there  is  any  indelicac] 
in  the  clashing  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislft 
ture  and  Executive,  the  indelicacy  is  with  the  £z 
ecutive,  as  the  resolution— the  object  of  debate- 
had  been  several  days  pending  in  the  House  be 
fore  the  nomination  of  an  Envoy  Extraordinary 
was  made ;  that  the  resolution  cannot  lead  to  war, 
as  we  have  a  right,  as  an  independent  nation,  b 
regulate  our  commerce,  and  will,  on  the  contrary 
be  the  best  means  of  bringing  negotiation  to  i 
happy  issue. 

After  much  debate,  the  question  on  taking  th( 
report  up  was  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  beinj 
called  for,  were  taken,  and  stood — ^yeas57,  nays  43 
as  follows : 

Yeas.— Barnes  Armstrong,  Theodoras  Bailey,  Abra 
ham  Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Thomas  Blount,  Tbooai 
P.  Cames,  Gabriel  Chrititie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abra 
ham  CUrk,  Isaac  Coles,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Henry  Dear 
bom,  George  Dent,  William  Findley,  William  B.  Giles 
James  Gillespie,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Samuel  Grimo,  William  Barry  Grove,  George  Hancock 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  Juhu  Heath,  John  Hunter,  Willian 


)1 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


602 


PRiL,  1794.] 


Non-Intercoune  with  Great  Britain. 


[H.  or  R. 


rine,  Matthev  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
D,  J&mes  Madisoo,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Me- 
ne,William  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moure,  Peter  Muh- 
iberg,  Joneph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas, 
exADder  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew 
d^ens,  Francis  Preston,  l£)bert  Rutherford,  Thomas 
ott,  John  S,  Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
rsel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomaa  Sprigg,  Thomas 
edwell,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable, 
aocis  Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  Richard  Winn^ 
d  Joseph  Winston. 

NATs.~Fisher  Ames,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub 
lorne.  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Da- 
i  Cubb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joehua  Ooit,  Samuel  Dexter, 
nmaBFitzsimona,  Uriah  Forrest,  D wight  Foster,  Ese- 
el  Gilbert,  Nicholas  G-ilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin 
Mdhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel 
lifter,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Samuel 
riteD,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard 
iuid  Lee,  Francis  Malbone,  William  Vans  Murray, 
ithaniel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith, 
(phaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah 
racy,  Jonathan  TrambuU,  John  K  Van  Allen,  Peter 
ID  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
urth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Paine  Wingate. 

Hr.  Beattt  then  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
solution  as  reported,  which  modifies  it  so  as  to  pro- 
de  that  the  intercourse  shall  be  restored  when  the 
eaty  is  fulfilled,  and  reparation  for  the  injuries 
iffered  by  our  naTigation  is  made  to  the  satisfac- 
on  of  the  Executive.  This,  after  some  debate, 
IS  withdrawn  to  give  way  to  an  amendment  from 
k,  Madison,  which  will  make  the  proposition  read, 
I  sabstance,  as  follows : 

"  Whereas,  the  injuries  suffered,  and  likely  to  be  suf- 
!r^  by  the  United  States,  from  a  violation  of  our  neu' 
al  righu  and  commercial  interests  on  the  part  of 
frtat  Britain,  and  also  imax  a  failure  in  the  execution 
f  the  ^Tenth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  make  it 
Kpedient  that  our  commercial  intercourse  with  that 
ition  should  nut  remain  as  extensive  as  it  now  is': 
Wefore, 

''Rewivtd^  That,  from  the day  of next,  our 

onraerciAl  intercourse  with  that  nation  be  suspended.** 

The  chief  difference,  it  will  be  observed,  be- 
veen  this  proposition  and  the  original  resolution, 
!,  that  in  this,  it  is  not  specified  on  what  condi- 
ioDs  the  intercourse  shall  be  restored ;  leaving 
Wrcfore,  to  a  future  Legislature,  when  they  are 
ttisded  with  the  reparation  which  negotiation 
Bay  procure  from  Great  Britain  to  renew  our 
»mmercial  relations  with  that  country.  The  op- 
>o>A.'rs  of  the  original  resolution  asked  for  time  to 
insider  the  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


Monday,  April  21. 

Ordered,  That  the  copy  of  the  Laws  of  the  Ter- 
ritory Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio,  which  accom- 
^nitd  the  Message  from  the  Prbsident  or  thk 
t.«TED  States  of  the  twenty-first  of  Janu^try  last, 
be  rtferred  to  Mr.  Findlet,  Mr.  Gkbenup,  Mr.  Hun- 
t's Mr.  McDowell,  and  Mr.  Coit. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
th.t  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
»ct  to  esublish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  with- 


in the  United  States,**  with  several  amendments ; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

NON-INTERCOURSE   WITH  GREAT  BRITAUST. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  fifteenth  instant,  to  prohibit  all  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  or  thetcitizens  or  subjects  of  any  other  na^ 
tion,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  articles  of  the 
growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ; 
and  the  amendment  and  modification  thereof,  which 
was  proposed  on  Friday  last,  being  further  consid- 
ered and  debated,  the  said  resolution  was  amended 
to  read  as  follows : 

**  Whereas,  the  injuries  which  have  been  suffered^  and 
may  be  suffered,  by  the  United  States,  from  viola- 
tions committed  by  Great  Britain  on  their  neutral 
rights  and  commercial  interests,  as  well  as  from  her 
failure  to  execute  the  seventh  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  render  it  expedient  for  the  interest  uf  the 
United  States,  that  the  commercial  iutercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries  should  not  continue  to  be 
carried  on  iu  the  extent  at  present  allowed : 

**  Ruolved,  That,  from  and  after  the  fir^t  day  of  No- 
vember next,  all  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  subjects  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
any  other  nation,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  articles  of 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
shall  be  prohibited  :'* 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  this 
House  doth  agree  to  the  said  resolution  as  amend* 
ed,  ^  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  58, 
nayTsS,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — James  Armstrong,  Theodorus  Bailey,  Abra- 
ham Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Thomas  Blount,  Thomas 
P.  Games,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry 
Dearborn,  George  Dent,  William  Findle^,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Nicholas 
Gilman,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Sa- 
muel Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  George  Hancock, 
Carter  R  Harrison,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Heath, 
John  Hunter,  William  Irvine,  Matthew  Locke,  Wil- 
liam Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph 
McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomery, 
Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Joseph  Neville, 
Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John 
Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew  Pickens,  Francis  Preston, 
Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott,  John  S.  Sherburne, 
John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas 
Sprigg,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Francis 
Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub 
Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Da- 
vid Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Samuel  Dexter, 
Uriah  Forrest,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Henry 
Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  GordcHi,  Daniel  Hei- 
ster,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Francis  Malbone,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  William  Smith,  Zcphaniah  Swift,  Silas  Tal- 
bot, George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trum- 
bull, John  R  Van  Alleu.  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg 
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Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas    Ward, 
John  Watte,  and  Paine  Wingate. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur 
suant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Ltman,  Mr.  Carnes,  and  Mr. 
Grots,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

ToBSDAT,  April  22. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  memorial  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,  made  an  amenda- 
tory report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  directing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  Militia  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  providing  for  raising 
and  organizing  a  corps  of  Artillerists  and  Engi- 
neers ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chair- 
man reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said 
bill  under  cotisidcratiop,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
within  the  United  States ;  and  the  same  being  read, 
some  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 


Wbdkesoat,  April  28. 

An  engrossed  bill  directing  a  detachment  from  the 
Militia  of  the  United  States  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  providing  for  raising  and  organ- 
izing a  corps  of  Artillerists  and  Engineers,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred several  remonstrances  from  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mount- 
tains,  respecting  the  navigation  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  and 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  petition 
of  Stephen  Sayre ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Smilib,  and  Mr. 
Bailey;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  suspend  the  importation  of  certain 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoc 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  " 
act  allowing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tousard  an  eqi 
▼alent  for  his  pension  for  life,"  with  several  amei 
ments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurreoce 
this  House.  . 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Conunittet  i 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  commit^) 
appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  or  what,  fartbt 
or  other  revenues  are  necessary  for  the  support 4 
public  credit,  and,  if  further  revenues  are  ne( 
to  report  the  ways  and  means ;  and,  after 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  ro.%  and  re{ 
ed  progress. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoi 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment, 


I 


agreed  to  by  this  House,  for  striking  out 
twenty-first  section  of  the  bill  entitled'*  An  act  | 
establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  withia  li 
United  States.**  The  Senate  insist  on  their  te4 
amendment  to  the  first  section ;  also,  to  their  amal 
ment  for  adding  a  new  section  to  follow  the  twei^jf 
seventh  section  of  the  said  bill,  and  desire  a  codiff 
ence  with  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  th 
said  amendments ;  to  which  conference  the  Seufe 
have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  so  mQcbi 
the  said  message  as  desires  a  conference  oa  Ih 
subject-matter  of  the  amendments  depending  Im 
tween  the  two  Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  ad 
to  esUblish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  withii 
the  United  States."    Whereupon, 

Reeolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the  sail 
conference ;  and  that  Mr.  Tract,  Mr.  Murray,  m 
Mr.  Sbdowick,  be  appointed  managers  at  the  same 
on  the  part  of  this  House. 


Thubsdat,  April  24. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  i 
whom  were  referred  several  remonstrances  froi 
citizens  of  the  United  States  West  of  the  Alleghaa] 
Mountains  respecting  the  navigation  of  the  rira 
Mississippi,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tb 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  froo 
the  Secretary  ef  State,  accompanying  the  transb 
tion  of  an  Address  from  the  Representatives  of  tli 
French  People,  members  of  the  Committee  < 
Public  Safety,  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uoite 
States ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  th 
Uble. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ( 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  tb  suspend  the  is 
portation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairma 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bi 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendmei 
thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  b 
the  House. 

The  said  bill  was  further  amended  at  the  Clerk 
table ;  and  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill,  t( 
gether  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed,  ao 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow,  it  was  resolved  i 
the  affirmative — yeas  67,  nays  84,  as  follows : 

Teas. — James  Armstrong,  Theodoras  Bailey,  Abr 
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im  Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Thomas  Blount,  Lambert 
idwaUder,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Gabriel  Christie.  Tho- 
S8  Claiborne,  Abraham  Clark,  Isaac  Coles,  Henry 
earburn,  Qeoree  Deot^  William  Findley,  WUliam  i, 
lies,  Jara«a  Qillespie,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Andrew  Qregg, 
unuel  Griffin,  William  B.  Grove,  George  Hancock, 
irier  E  Harriaon,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Heath,  John 
iuDter,  William  Irvine,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Ly- 
an.  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  Mc- 
ovell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomery,  An- 
rev  Moore,  Peter  Muhleoberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ij,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas, 
iexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew 
ickeos.  Frauds  Preston,  Itobert  Rutherford,  Thomas 
Qttt,  John  S.  Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith, 
siuael  Smith,  Tfiomaa  Sprig((,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abra* 
im  Venable,  Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  WUliams, 
^dtani  Winn,  aud  Joseph  Winston. 
ViTa. — Fisher  Ames,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benja- 
lin  Bourne,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit, 
iamuel  Dexter,  Uriah  Forrest,  Dwigbt  Foster,  Ezekiel 
Gilbert,  Henry  Glenn,  James  Gordon,  Daniel  Hejster, 
(amed  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  John  Wilkes 
Sitt^ra.  Henry  Latimer,  Ama^a  Learned,  Richard  Bland 
Le«,  Francis  Malbone,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah 
kiiith,  William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot, 
3«urge  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
foho  £.  Van  Allen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
rorth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Paine  Win- 
pte. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
Dittee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  or  what, 
further  or  other  revenues  are  necessary  for  the 
npport  of  public  credit,  and  if  further  revenues 
ire  necessary,  to  report  the  ways  and  means ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose, 
ud  reported  progress. 


Fkidat,  April  25. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  suspend  the  importation  of 
eertain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  was  read 
the  third  time ;  and  on  the  question,  that  the  said 
Inll  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
58,  nays  34,  as  follows : 

YiAs. — James  Armstrong,  Theodoras  Bailey,  Abra- 
W  Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Thomas  Blount,  Lambert 
Cadwalader,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Gabriel  Christie,  Tho- 
mas Claiborne,  Abraham  Olark,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J. 
D&WMMi,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  William  Find- 
ley,  Thomas  Ifltzsimons,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gil- 
lespie, Nicholas  Gilman,  Christopher  Greenup,  Samuel 
Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  George  Hancock,  Carter 
B.  Harrison,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Heath,  William 
hviive,  Henry  Latimer,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Ly- 
m^  Nsthaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  Mc- 
l^well,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomery,  An- 
drew Moore,  Peter  Muhlenburg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
f»y,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew 
Pickens,  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas 
^tt,  John  S.  Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith, 
^uel  Smith,  Thomas    Sprigg,  Abraham  Yenable, 
Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  WiUiams,  Richard  Winn, 
Md  Joseph  Winston. 

N\TB.— Fisher  Ames,  Eltas  Bondinot,  Shearjashub 
Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin, 


Joshua  Coit,  Samuel  Dexter,  XJrish  Forrest,  Dwight 
Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Good- 
hue, James  Gordon,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hind- 
man,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Richard  Bland  Ijee,  Francis 
Malbone,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatch- 
er, Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trambull,  John  £.  Van 
Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleff  Wadsworth,  Jeremi- 
ah Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Paine 
Wingate. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  a  state- 
ment of  the  cases  of  all  claimants  to  be  placed  on 
the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  who  ob- 
tained certificates  from  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  signed  as  Commissioners,  and  also  from  the 
Judge  of  the  District  of  Maine;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Tract,  Mr. 
Tredwell,  Mr.  Beatty,  Mr.  Irvihe,  and  Mr. 
Thatcher  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon, to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**"  An  act  allowing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tousard  an 
equivalent  for  his  pension  for  life,*'  and,  the  same 
being  rend,  was  agreed  to. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  others,  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Norwich,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  mea^ 
sures  may  be  adopted  by  Congress,  to  obtain  resti- 
tution for  the  depredations  committed  on  the  pro- 
perty of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  authority  of  that 
Government 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  is 
committed  the  motion  of  the  twentv-seventh  ultimo, 
for  the  sequestration  of  all  the  debts  due  from  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  subjects  ^f  the 
King  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Fkidlet,  from  the  committee  appointed^ 
presented,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Rieb ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Sesolved,  unanimotuly.  That  the  Letter  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  of  the  French  Re- 
public, addressed  to  Congress,  be  transmitted  to 
the  President  of  the  United  Stater  and  that 
he  be  requested  to  cause  the  same  to  be  answered  on 
behalf  of  this  House,  in  terms  expressive  of  their 
sensibility  for  the  friendly  and  affectionate  manner 
in  which  they  have  addressed  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  with  an  unequivocal  assurance  that 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  much  interest  in  the  happiness  and 
prosperity  of  the  French  Republic. 

Ord^ed^  That  Mr,  William  Smith  and  Mr. 
Parker,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President, 
with  the  foreofoing  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendatory  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  on 
the  memorial  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,  which  lay  on  the 
table,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
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that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  encourage  the  recruiting  service,"  with  se- 
veral amendments ;  to  which  mey  desire  the  con- 
eurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments ;  whereupon, 

Besoltedt  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  to  the  first  section,  and  doth 
agree  to  the  amendment  to  the  fourth  section  of 
the  said  bill. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
enclosing  the  copy  of  a  contract  made  with  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  transmitted  pursuant 
to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  twenty-eighth 
of  February  last;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  thej  Whole 
House  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  providing 
for  the  payment  of  the  second  instalment  due  on 
a  loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 


Satcrdat,  April  26. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  hearing  on  the  trial 
of  the  contested  election  in  the  case  of  the  petition 
of  Abram  Trigg,  complaining  of  on  undue  election 
and  return  of  Franxis  Preston,  to  serve  as  a 
member  of  this  House  for  the  State  of  Virginia ; 
whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  petitioner,  on  his  prayer,  be 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  be  heard  in 
the  support  of  the  allegations  of  his  petition. 

The  depositions  and  other  exhibits,  as  well  on 
behalf  of  the  petitioner,  as  of  the  sitting  member, 
being  partly  read,  an  adjournment  was  called  for, 
and  carried. 


Monday,  April  28. 

Alexander  Oillon,  from  South  Carolina,  ap- 
pealed, produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'  An  act  to  suspend  the  importation  of  certain 
goods,  wares,  ana  merchandise.'' 

A  message  from  the  Senates  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendments  dis- 
agreed to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  establish 
the  Posl  Office  and  Post  Koads  within  the  United 
States,"  and  do  agree  to  the  said  amendments, 
with  an  amendment  and  modification  of  the  same, 
agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Conference. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ment and  modification  ;  and,  the  same  being  read, 
were  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendment  dis- 
agreed to  by  this  House,  to  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  encourage  the  recruiting 
service." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mes- 
sage.    Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  a  conference  be  desired  with  the 
Senate,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amendment 


adhered  to ;  and  that  Mr.  Jeremiah  Wadsworh 
Mr.  Findlet,  and  Mr.  Macon^  be  appointed  msm 
ffers  at  the  said  conference  on  the  part  of  tii 
House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  (^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  makia 
certain  alterations  in  the  act  for  establishing  tl 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  tlterin 
the  time  of  holding  certain  Courts;  and,  after  sun 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  r 
ported  progress. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  heariilg  on  the  trial « 
the  contested  election  in  the  case  of  the  petitk 
of  Abram  Trigg,  complaining  of  an  undue  ele 
tion  and  return  of  Francis  Preston,  to  serve  i 
a  member  of  this  House  for  the  State  of  Virginia 

When  the  Clerk  had  finished  the  reading  of  tl 
examination  of  witnesses  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Pke 
TON,  that  member  rqse  to  enter  upon  a  reply.  E 
observed,  that  the  discussion  of  this  question  ba 
been  so  long  deferred  very  much  against  his  wiJ 
es;  but  as  it  was  now  two  o'clock  in  the  aAernooi 
and  as  it  would  require  more  than  an  hour  fc 
him  to  go  through  his  remarks,  he  should,  if  a:nt^ 
able  to  the  House,  defer  beginning  them  till  tc 
morrow.  At  the  same  time,  if  it  was  more  a^ 
able  to  gentlemen,  he  should  enter  upon  the  saf 
ject  just  now. 

After  a  fewVords  from  Mr.  W.  Smith,  and  M 
Trigg,  it  was  determined  to  defer  the  business  tij 
to-morrow. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  Post  Office  bill 
it  was  passed.  It  was  agreed  to  appoint  a  Con 
mittee  of  Conference  with  the  Senate,  on  dia 
agreeing  to  the  bill  for  the  support  of  the  presea 
Military  Establishment. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  tli 
Whole  House,  on  the  report  respecting  the  bet  re 
regulation  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  in  some  of  tJi 
Southern  States. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  stated  the  incon! 
veniences  that  arose  from  the  present  arran^ 
ment  of  the  Courts  in  the  State  of  which  he  wal 
a  Representative.  It  was  at  one  period  of  a  csus 
requisite  to  travel  to  the  Eastern  shore  ol  thj 
Chesapeake,  and  hire  an  Attorney  for  going  t( 
that  distance.  In  another  stage  of  the  que;»tioo 
the  whole  business  was  transferred  Xo  an  opposite 
side  of  the  Bay.  This,  in  the  trial  of  crimina 
cases,  is  attended  with  many  inconveniences.  H< 
mentioned  an  instance  of  a  captain  of  a  vcssei 
who  had  been  apprehended  for  smuggling;  bal 
while  they  were  conducting  him  across  the  Baji 
to  his  trial,  he  seized  a  proper  opportunity,  jumih 
ed  out  of  the  boat,  swam  ashore,  away  he  went, 
and  was  never  heard  of. 

Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr 
FiTZSiMONS,  and  several  other  members,  spoke  to 
the  (Question.  Nnmerous  inconveniences  were 
stated,  as  arising  from  the  present  arrangement  ol 
Courts  of  Law.  One  particular  circumstance  mav 
serve  as  a  specimen.  In  some  places  of  the  Soath- 
ern  States,  a  person  may,  for  a  cause  of  tweo tr 
dollars,  be  put  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  traTcI* 
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Bg  baekwvds  and  forwards,  to  the  extent  alto- 
:ether  of  nine  hundred  miles,  before  he  can  be 
are  of  obUiniog  a  decision.  It  was  admitted  that 
onsideiable  grievances  of  this  kind  existed,  but 
D  point  out  an  effectual  remedy  seemed  very  dif- 
calt.. 

Mr.  FiTzsnfOics  was  of  opinion  that  the  House 
boaid  endeavor  to  expedite  this  affair,  if  possible, 
B  they  bad  many  other  subjects  on  hand :  and  if 
bey  did  not  quicken  their  progress,  he  foresaw  that, 
t  the  end  of  the  session,  a  great  part  of  the  public 
lOsiness  would  remain  undone.  He  therefore  re- 
ommended  despatch. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
od  bad  leave  to  ait  again. 

TossDAT,  April  29. 

A  meAsage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
hat  the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference  desired  by 
bis  HoQtse,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
neot  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  adhered  to 
Vf  the  Senate,  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  enti- 
iied  **  An  act  to  encourage  the  recruiting  service,** 
tod  have  appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference 
m  their  behalf. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  hearing  on  the  trial  of 
die  contested  election  in  the  case  of  the  petition 
if  Abram  Trigg,  complaining  of  an  undue  elec- 
fioQ  and  return  of  Francis  Preston,  to  serve  as 
I  member  of  this  House  for  the  State  of  Vir/j^inia ; 
KDd  the  observations,  in  writing,  of  the  petitioner, 
M  the  depobitions  and  other  exhibits  in  the  said 
ease,  being  read,  and  the  sitting  member  fully 
beard  in  his  defence,  the  parties  retired  from  the 
bar. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  a  decision  on  the 
laid  contested  election ;  and — 

Mr.  TaiGG  and  Mr.  Preston  spoke,  each  of  them, 
for  some  time,  to  the  merits  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Scott  then  rose. — He  declared  that,  of  all 
the  questions  which  had  ever  come  before  that 
House,  the  present  was  to  him  the  most  wonder- 
■ill-  To  tell  us  that  an  election  had  been  over- 
fttled  by  a  party  of  soldiers,  was  indeed  extraor- 
^oary.  Upon  such  an  outrage,  it  was  most  aston- 
bbiog  that  the  whole  country  did  not  rise,  as  one 
Ban,  to  resent  and  punish  it.  But,  for  his  own 
y}tl,  he  saw  the  matter  in  an  opposite  point  of 
^«v.  He  could  not,  for  his  soul,  discover  the 
iiDallest  pretence  to  set  aside  the  election  of  Mr. 
^sTox,  nor  could  he  comprehend  or  conceive 
>pon  what  ground  so  strange  a  notion  had  been 
^fted.  As  for  Captain  Prestoq.  brother  to  the 
lilting  member,  whose  conduct  had  been  so  loudly 
excepted  against,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  his  behaviour  at 
the  election  was  that  of  a  sage :  instead  of  the  fire 
^f  youth,  he  had  discovered  all  the  moderation 
Ihat  could  have  been  expected  from  the  character 
^f  a  philosopher  As  to  the  introduction  of  sol- 
diers at  the  election,  he  saw  no  harm  in  it.  They 
"^  »  right  to  be  there,  for  they  were  equally  en- 
^"ed  with  other  American  citizens  to  give  their 
Totes  in  the  choice  of  a  Representative.  The 
<iuarrel  that  succeeded  was  accidental,  and  did 
Zu  Com.— 20 


not  affect  the  question  before  the  House.  Mr.  S. 
was  ready,  and  had  long  been  so,  to  give  his  voice 
for  dismissing  the  petition  of  Mr.  Trigg.  He  had 
not  the  smallest  shadow  of  doubt  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  Macon  was  of  the  same  opinion.  It  had 
been  asserted  that  in  this  case  the  laws  of  Virginia 
had  been  violated.  He  would  be  glad  to  learn 
what  law. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  considered  it  as  a  very  clear 
point  that  the  election  was  not  a  fair  one,  because 
it  was  evident  that  the  petitioner  had  not  enjoyed 
an  equally  fair  chance  with  the  sitting  member. 
It  was  true,  that  some  facts  in  the  petition  hod 
not  been  completely  substantiated,  but  many  had. 
The  House  had  been  told  that  hearsay  testimony 
was  unworthy  of  attention :  but  he*  wished  to  re- 
mind  them  that  they  were  not,  like  a  Court  of 
Law,  restricted  to  proceed  upon  regular  proof, 
and  not  to  go  beyond  the  letter  of  it.  They  were 
entitled  to  hear  and  weigh  everything  advanced, 
and  to  form  their  opinion  from  the  general  con- 
viction arising  upon  the  whole  circumstances. 
Some  facts  of  the  most  unwarrantable  kind  had 
come  out  Three  of  Captain  Preston's  soldiers 
guarded  the  door  of  the  Court'house  where  the 
election  was  held.  When  a  person,  since  ex- 
amined as  an  evidence,  wantea  to  go  in,  they 
stopped  him  with  this  question — *^  Are  you  to  vote 
for  Trigg]"  Upon  answering  yes,  they  replied, 
"fiy  Jesus,  theo,  you  shall  not:**  and  though  he 
was  fifty-eight  years  of  age,  two  of  them  laid  hold 
upon  him  and  cast  him  to  the  ground;  when  he 
got  up  again,  he  went  off.  Mr.  S.  said  that  there 
was  a  clear  collusion  between  Captain  Preston  and 
the  soldiery. 

[Here  Mr.  Preston  interrupted  Mr.  Smith,  by 
declaring  that  there  was  no  such  thing  in  the 
evidence.] 

Mr.  S.  affirmed  that  there  was.  [The  Clerk 
was  then  directed  to  read  part  of  the  examination 
of  the  witnesses,  when  the  particulars  above  stated 
appeared  in  the  proof,]  and  Mr.  S.  insisted  that 
they  contained  a  demonstration  of  collunive  mea- 
sures between  the  sitting  member,  his  brother 
Captain  Preston  and  the  military.  It  was  objected 
to  Mr.  S.,  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers,  that  they 
had  only  said  they  eould^  not  that  they  w&uid 
knock  down  Mr.  Trigg's  voter.  But  Mr.  S.  con- 
sidered this  critical  distinction  as  minute  and  tri- 
fling from  the  lips  of  a  soldier  in  liquor.  He  did 
not  understand  its  accuracy,  and  he  imagined  that 
his  own  nerves  must  have  been  as  much  affected  by 
the  could  as  by  the  wotUd,  Many  of  the  country 
people  had  expressed  much  dissatisfaction  with  the 
soldiers.  It  was  proved  that  when  the  fray  began. 
Captain  Preston  had  wished  to  have  twenty  of  his 
soldiers  there ;  and  this  hint  was  no  sooner  given 
than  a  person  ran  off,  and  immediately  returned 
with  a  pnrty  of  them. 

Mr.  Sherburne  was  for  supporting  the  sitting 
member.  He  wished  that  the  time  of  the  Honse 
might  not  be  squandered  in  an  useless  display  of 
eloquence ;  it  was,  to  be  sure,  very  agreeable  to 
the  speaker  himself,  but  at  the  same  time  very 
superfluous  in  regard  to  his  audience. 

[The  Clerk   was  again  ordered  to  read  some 


611 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


612 


H.  OF  R.] 


Citntested  £leetum. 


[Apbil,  \m. 


passages  in  the  proof,  as  far  as  they  respected  the 
behaviour  of  Captain  Preston.] 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  rose  a  second  time.  As  a 
member  of  the  Committee  that  had  been  chosen 
upon  this  subject,  he  was  entitled  to  vindicate 
their  report,  of  which  he  read  some  extracts  very 
unfavorable  to  the  behaviour  of  the  soldiers.  Mr. 
S.  observed  that  Mr.  Preston,  in  his  defence,  had 
been  extremely  profuse  ot  his  censure  on  the  Com- 
mittee, for  doin^  what  they  considered  to  be  their 
duty.  Mr.  S.,  referring  to  the  observations  of  Mr. 
Sherburhe,  said  that  he  was  perfectly  in  order 
for  defending  the  report  of  the  Committee,  be- 
cause it  was  justified  by  the  facts.  Though  the 
quarrel  between  the  soldiers  and  the  country  peo- 
ple did  not  happen  till  after  the  poll,  yet  still  it 
arose  from  bad  blood  before  the  poll  began,  and 
therefore  a  reference  to  it  was  strictly  in  order. 
Mr.  Smith  siiid,  that  it  was  no  part  of  his  inten- 
tion to  injure  the  character  of  Captain  Preston, 
who,  when  the  tumult  began,  took  off  his  sword 
and  gave  it  to  some  person  to  hold.  For  this 
moderation  Captain  Preston  dcMorved  credit.  But 
still  Mr.  S.  considered  himself  as  justified  in  op- 
posing the  election,  since  it  was  not  conducted 
with  that  fairness,  that  regularity,  and  that  equal- 
ity of  chances,  requisite  upon  Republican  princi- 
ples. He  read  a  quotation  from  Blackatone,  as  to 
elections :  "  Violent  interposition  !**  says  tbat  wri- 
ter; **  what  is  it,  but  to  cut  Government  up  by  the 
roots,  and  poison  the  foundation  of  public  secu- 
rity V*  He  dwelt  at  some  length  on  this  idexi,  and 
on  the  peculiar  impropriety  uf  militjiry  interposition. 
He  said  Mr.  Preston  had  only  a  majority  of  ten 
votes;  and  when  the  circumstance  of  sixty  or 
seventy  soldiers  driving  off  the  voters  of  Mr.  Trigg 
was  opposed  to  such  a  narrow  majority,  could  any- 
body call  this  transaction  legal  ? 

[At  the  words  "ten  votes,"  Mr.  S.  was  twice 
interrupted;  first  by  Mr.  Macon,  and  next  by  Mr. 
S.  Smith,  of  Maryland;  but  he  persisted  in  his 
assertion.] 

He  had  stated  facts :  the  premises  were  obvious. 
Shall  the  House  suffer  an  otticer,  the  brother  of  a 
candidate,  to  seize  the  door  of  a  Court-house,  and 
turn  away  the  voters  against  his  brother?  It  had 
been  said  that  it  was  customary,  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  for  a  candidate  to  collect  his  friends, 
and  block  up  doors ;  but  surely  it  was  a  very  im- 
proper custom.  The  sitti  ig  member  had  said,  that 
if  his  brother  made  any  wrong  step  he  should  have 
been  prosecuted  in  a  Court  of  Liw.  Mr.  S.  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  Captain  Preston  had  com- 
mitted any  offence  worthy  of  that.  He  did  not 
perhaps  imagine  that  he  was  doing  any  wrong  at 
all.  It  had  been  asked — Was  it  pos.>iible  that  sixty 
or  seventy  unarmed  soldiers  c(»uld  overawe  two  or 
three  hundred  people?    He  thought  it  possible. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  defended  Mr.  Pres- 
ton. He  said,  that  in  forming  an  impartial  judg- 
ment upon  this  question,  various  circumstances 
must  be  taken  into  consideration,  besides  the  facts 
in  evidence  before  the  House.  In  elections  in  the 
Eastern  States,  the  citizens  met  in  small  bodies, 
and  they  conducted  the  business  with  that  order 
and  decency  which  became  the  true  Republican 


character.  But  it  was  the  misfortnne  of  the  Soatk- 
em  States,  that  their  citizens  assembled  in  hrgv 
bodies ;  the  Electors  of  a  county  meet  all  t4)gethFr, 
before  the  Sheriff,  and  give  their  votes  at  the  «me 
time.  Hence  it  appears,  that  an  election  in  the 
Southern  States  is  nothing  but  a  nursery  of  so- 
perlative  mischief.  He  said  that  he  was  some- 
what surprised  at  hearing  another  member  [Mr. 
W.  Smith]  express  so  much  resentment  at  aa 
election  riot.  The  gentleman  had  access  to  tbe 
history  of  a  certain  election,  where  the  very  Cbui- 
cellor  of  a  Court  of  Justice  bred  a  riot  in  his  own 
Court,  for  the  express  purpose  of  serving  his  party. 
Much  had  been  said  about  the  eoormitv  of  knoel:- 
ing  down  a  Justice  of  the  Peace ;  and  in  the  re- 
port of  the  affair,  it  was  stated  aa  if  the  M.igi^ 
trate  had  been  at  the  Court-house  in  bis  official 
capacity.  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  in  this  part  of  it 
the  report  is  not  fair.  The  Justice  of  the  Peace 
was  not  there  in  his  official  capacity.  He  was 
there  drunk,  sir;  and  he  gave  the  first  blow, sir, 
to  the  man  who  knocked  him  down.  Mr.  S.  had, 
by  the  iirst  accounts  of  this  election,  been  very 
much  prejudiced  ag^iinst  the  election  of  the  sit- 
ting member;  but  when  he  came  to  examioe 
closely  into  the  subject,  he  declared  that  he  had 
never  known  an  election  in  the  Southern  States 
where  there  was  so  little  mischief.  He  was  sorrj, 
for  the  honor  of  his  part  of  the  country,  to  gire 
this  account  of  it  to  the  Eastern  members,  but  io 
point  of  coiAmon  justice  to  Mr.  Pbestok,  they 
ought  to  be  informed  that  a  Southern  electioo  is 
quite  a  different  sort  of  transaction  from  one  of 
theirs. 

In  the  evidence  before  the  House,  it  had  been 
stated  that  one  person  was  seen  at  the  Cuart* 
house  with  a  club  under  his  coat  But,  sir,  said 
Mr.  S.,  I  suppose  that  five  hundred  of  my  coo- 
stituents  had  clubs  under  their  coats ;  so  thst  if 
this  be  sufficient  for  putting  an  end  ti>  an  electioo, 
the  Committee  may  begin  by  dissolving  mine. 
If  the  Committee  are  to  break  up  every  election 
where  persons  were  seen  drunk,  they  will  btve  a 
great  deal  of  work  upon  hand,  sir.  In  whit  wiy 
were  elections  for  Southern  members  carried  on  ? 
A  man  of  influence  came  to  the  place  of  elei'tionl 
at  the  head  of  two  or  three  hundred  of  bis  friend^j; 
and  to  be  sure  they  would  not,  if  they  conld  help' 
it,  suffer  anybody  on  the  other  side  to  give  a  vote, 
as  long  as  they  were  there.  It  was  certainly  i 
very  bad  custom,  and  must  very  much  surprise; 
an  Eastern  member;  but  it  was  the  custom,  and! 
perfectly  known  to  be  so ;  and  therefore  it  was 
very  injurious  to  hold  up  the  conduct  of  CapUin 
Preston  as  a  pretence  for  dissolving  the  election. 
The  behaviour  of  that  young  gentlemnn,  when 
insulted,  hnd  been  exemplary.  In  the  midst  o(  a 
riotous  mob  he  gave  away  his  sword,  that  he 
might  do  no  mischief  in  that  way.  This  was  a 
great  instance  of  moderation  and  presence  of  mind. 
The  aspersions  cast  upon  the  character  of  (his 
officer  Mr.  S.  regarded  as  highly  unjust,  and  thej 
might,  if  not  properly  taken  notice  of,  be  extreme- 
ly injurious  to  his  hopes  of  advancing  in  the  ser^ 
vice.  Captain  Preston  had  gone  to  the  Court- 
house as  a  private  citizen,  and  he  had  a  ri^ht  to 
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be  there.  As  to  the  menace  of  the  soldiers,  that 
thejr  could  knock  down  one  of  Colonel  Trigg's 
jotsr^  this  was  very  different  from  asserting  that 
they  would  do  it  Were  a  roan  to  have  come  up 
to  Mr.  S.,  in  the  street,  and  say^  **  I  toill  knock  you 
down,  sir/'  Mr.  S.  would  be  for  striking  that  man ; 
but  were  he  only  to  say,  "  I  can  knock  you  down, 
sir,*"  the  expression  would  be  quite  different  But, 
as  to  the  affray  that  fell  out  after  the  election  was 
OTer,  Mr.  S.  asaerted  that,  if  the  soldiers  had  kill- 
ed all  the  country  people,  or  the  country  people 
had  killed  all  the  soldiers,  this  had  nothing  to  do 
witb  the  merits  of  the  election  itself.  And  as  to 
this  quarrel,  few  young  men  had  the  temper  of 
this  young  oflBcer,  [Captain  Preston,]  in  ordering 
off  his  soldiers ;  so  that  instead  of  the  censure  of 
that  House,  he  deserved  their  praise.  At  his  age, 
Ur.  S.  would  not  have  ordered  his  men  off;  and 
as  to  the  censure  on  the  military,  inserted  in  the 
report,  he  did  not  agree  with  it.  It  would  be  a 
Tery  tine  reason,  to  be  sure,  to  vacate  a  seat  in 
that  House,  because  one  of  the  Electors  had  been 
seen  with  a  club  under  his  coat  I  Mr.  S.  was  sorry 
to  give  such  a  description  to  the  £astem  mem- 
bers, of  the  manners  uf  his  country ;  but  he  did 
EC,  that  he  might  hinder  them  from  being  hurt  at 
the  facts  brought  forward  in  the  evidence.  He 
concluded,  by  reminding  these  members  that  it 
would  be  ridiculous  to  measure  one  thing  by  an- 
other, which  was  perfectly  opposite,  or  to  judge  of 
a  Southern  by  the  customs  of  an  Eastern  elec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Clark  said,  that  three  days  had  now  been 
spent  upon  this  business.  Long  speeches  did  not 
alter  the  way  in  which  members  were  to  give  their 
votes,  and  they  were  therefore  nothing  but  a  loss 
of  tiuie ;  he  wished  for  the  question. 

Mr  Macon  said  that  there  was  no  Uw  to  hinder 
the  militia  from  attending  elections. 

Mr.  GiLLON  spoke  for  a  few  minutes.  He  saw  no 
reason  why  another  member  [Mr.  W.  Surrn,  of 
&  C]  should  be  so  much  hurt  by  the  circumstance 
of  an  election  riot  Referring  to  the  speech  of 
Mr.  S.  SurrH,  he  observed,  that  there  was  a  riot 
at  the  gentleman's  own  election,  and  in  his  own 
£ivor;  and  still  worse,  this  riot  was  in  a  Church: 
the  riot  was  raised  by  a  Magistrate,  who,  with  his 
own  hand,  dragged  one  of  the  opposite  party  out 
of  the  Church.  And  if  you  want  evidence  of  all 
this,  said  Mr.  Gillon,  I  myself  was  present,  and 
can  be  a  witness.  Mr.  G.  saw,  therefore,  no  rea- 
son why  there  should  be  such  a  noise  about  this 
election  in  particular,  when  others  were  just  as 
bad,  or  a  great  deal  worse.  The  member  [Mr. 
PaesTON]  was  duly  qualified  to  hold  his  seat,  and 
Ur.  Q.  hoped  that  he  would  hold  it 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  Ltman,  Mr. 
Lee,  and  some  other  members  also  spoke ;  but  it 
is  not  necessary  to  go  into  further  detail.  The 
question  was  at  last  called  for.  Mr.  Ames  proposed 
that  the  yeas  and  nays  should  be  taken,  but  this 
was  not  done. 

The  petition  of  Mr.  Trigg,  and  the  report  of 
the  Committee  upon  it,  were  rejected,  without  a  di- 
vision. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


Wbdmbsoat,  April  80. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Post  St. 
Vincennes,  communicated  by  a  written  Message 
from  the  President  or  thb  UNrrsD  States,  of 
the  fifteenth  instant,  made  a  report,  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  or  what, 
further  revenues  are  necessary,  to  report  the  ways 
and  means ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

INDEMNITY  FOR  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  GooDHUB  laid  on  the  table  the  following  re- 
solution : 

*'  Whereas,  it  is  a  primary  object  in  the  establishment 
of  Civil  Government,  to  protect  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  its  citizens  from  the  violence  of  nationd  as  well 
AS  individuals ;  and  whereas  many  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  have  suffered  ^r<^at  losses,  by  spoliation 
made  on  their  commerce,  under  the  authority  of  Great 
Britain,  in  violation  of  tlie  Law  of  Nationa  aud  the 
rights  of  neutrality : 

**  Resolved,  hy  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Bepregent' 
aiivee  of  the  United  States  of  Atneriea  in  Oon^esM 
aaaembtedi  That  the  United  States  will  guarantee  an 
indtfuinification  to  all  such  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
whose  property  may  have  been  captured  and  confisca- 
ted under  the  authority  of  Qreat  Britain,  in  violation 
of  the  Law  of  Nations  and  the  rights  of  neutrality.'* 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  GoonnuB  observed,  that 
as  the  session  was  drawing  towards  a  close,  it  be- 
hoved Congress  to  take  the  subject  of  the  spolia- 
tions made  on  our  commerce  into  consideration,  and 
quiet  the  mercantile  interest  of  this  country,  by  as- 
surances that  indemnification  should  be  made  for 
the  immense  losses  they  had  sustained  by  British 
spoliation,  to  which,  upon  every  principle  of  justice 
as  well  as  policy,  they  were  entitled.  He  had  spe- 
cified no  fund  from  which  the  indemnification 
should  be  made,  as  he  conceived  we  should  be  bet- 
ter prepared  to  do  that  when  the  result  of  the  in- 
tended negotiation  was  known,  than  we  were  at 
present.  He  then  moved  that  this  resolution  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  wished  that  the  subject  might  be 
treated  in  the  abstract,  without  any  reference  to 
collateral  questions.  He  had  not  formed  his  mind 
on  the  subject 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  that  the  motion  should  be 
referred,  not  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  but  to  the  committee  that  had  already  a 
motion  of  this  kind  before  them,  and  likewise  pe- 
titions on  the  same  subject  from  various  parts  of 
the  Union.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  into  the  sub- 
ject, till  he  knew  the  sentiments  of  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  Sedgwick]  on  the  mode  of  refunding  to  Go- 
vernment, which  was  not  to  undertake  so  great  a 
task  without  a  riew  to  retribution.  [Mr.  N.  seem- 
ed here  to  refer  to  the  scheme  of  forcing  Britain  to 
refund.]  If  we  engaged  to  pay  these  losses,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  it  was 
proper  at  the  same  time  to  secure  a  fund  for  tho 
discharge  of  them.    It  was,  no  doubt,  a  very  hon- 
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orable  idea  to  reftind  to  the  citizens  of  Aroerica 
the  losses  sustained  in  trading  under  her  protec- 
tion; but  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  preamble 
to  the  resolution,  extended  very  far.  By  the  same 
doctrine,  we  should  be  bound  to  repay  the  damage 
committed  by  the  Algerines,  and  by  the  Indians 
on  the  Western  frontiers.  Was  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  Skdgwick]  prepared  to  vote  for  making  up 
the  losses  of  the  farmers  in  the  back  settlements, 
for  all  the  murders  committed  on  their  settlements 
for  a  series  of  years  past?  That  gentleman  had 
been  always  opposed  to  retaliation,  and  Mr.  N. 
could  not  consent  to  discuss  the  one  resolution,  un- 
less Jie  was  assured  that  he  was  to  be  supported  by 
the  other. 

Mr.  SiDOWicK  said,  as  to  the  present  resolution, 
he  had  never  heard  of  it  till  this  morning,  and  so 
he  could  not  speak  to  it  He  was  perfectly  con- 
yinced  of  the  proprietr  of  discussing  the  resolution 
for  indemnification,  independently  of  any  other 
question. 

Mr.  Smilis  insisted  that  the  resolution  just  now 
laid  upon  the  table  should  be  connected  with  a  se- 
cond,  for  securing  indemnification  to  the  American 
QoTemment  By  this  he  referred  to  the  scheme  of 
retaliating  on  Britain. 

Some  other  members  spoke  a  few  words ;  and 
Mr.  Madison  had  then  risen  on  this  motion,  riz : 
for  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  reso* 
lution  of  Mr.  Ooodhuc,  but  he  was  informed,  by 
the  Spkakbb,  that  it  had  been  just  then  with- 
drawn. 

FORTIFIOATIOKS. 

The  House  resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  supplementary  to 
**  An  act  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  certain  porta 
and  harbors  in  the  United  States." 

The  Clbuc  read  a  memorial  from  Annapolis, 
and 

Mr.  BousNB  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  and 
report  the  bill 

Mr.  HiLLBousB  objected  to  this  motion. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  thought  it  proper  to  fortify  An- 
napolis; the  expense  was  but  a  mere  trifle.  As 
to  the  Senate  having  formerly  rejected  this  pro- 
posal, that  rejection  had  not  any  weight  with 
turn. 

Mr.  MuRBAT  said,  that  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Hill- 
Housi]  could  not  have  heard  the  memorial  from 
Annapolis,  or  he  believed  that  he  would  not  have 
oppoMd  the  bill.  The  memorial  stated  a  number 
of  facts,  which  arose  from  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  Annapolis.  Whoever  would  attend  to 
the  situation  of  that  city,  would  see  that  there 
were  reasons  existing  for  its  defence  which  par- 
ticularly applied.  It  was  situated  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Severn,  and  about  the  centre  of  the  State — 
near  the  bay,  and  quite  exposed  to  an  enemy. 
That  it  would  be  easily  fortified,  was  proved  by 
the  experience  of  the  last  war,  when  a  fortification 
not  only  defended  the  city,  but  gave  confidence  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Chesapeake.  At  that  time, 
the  onl^  fortified  place  in  Maryland  was  the  town 
of  Baltimore,  which,  as  being  situated  near  the 
extreme  parts  of  the  bay,  could  not  have  furnished 


a  place  of  refbge  for  bay-craft  when  pursued.  The 
bay  was  often  infested  with  privateers  and  gun- 
boats ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  IbrtificatHMi  of 
Annapolis,  which  was  convenient  to  the  naviga- 
tion, many  vessels  would  not  have  rentured  out  of 
harbor.  All  the  experience  of  the  last  war  showed 
the  propriety  of  again  fortifying  that  harbor.  If 
that  were  done,  the  city  would  not  only  be  secure, 
but  a  confidence  would  be  given  to  the  narigadoa 
of  the  Chesapeake ;  and  this  bay  is  really  a  Medi- 
terranean on  a  smaller  scale.  Mr.  M.  said,  that  be 
believed  he  did  not  over-calculate  the  naTigstioa 
of  that  bay  by  saying  that  one  side  of  it— the  Bast- 
em  Shores-had  as  many  water-fiunng  men  em- 
ployed, in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  the 
inhabitants,  as  any  part  of  the  Union.  Annapolis, 
besides  giving  occasional  protection  to  vessels,  was 
the  capital  of  the  State.  As  such,  it  was  the  de- 
pository of  the  Treasury  of  Maryland,  of  the 
records,  in  which  the  rights  and  titles  to  land  of  a 
great  portion  of  its  inhabitants  were  deeply  in- 
volved, and  it  was  the  Seat  of  Government  To 
leave  it  defenceless,  was  to  commit  the  peace,  rights 
and  interests  of  the  State  to  accident,  and  evento- 
ally  to  the  confusion  which  would  ensue  from  an 
attack  on  those  objects  of  public  care  and  attention. 
These  considerations  did  not,  he  thought,  apply  to 
any  other  of  the  ports  which  had  been  struck  out 
in  the  Senate,  among  which  Annapolis  fell,  with 
others  of  small  commercial  character.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  wishes  of  his  constituents,  and  of 
the  citizens  of  Maryland  in  general,  were  very 
much  excited  in  favor  of  this  measure;  and  he 
trusted  that  those  who  saw  the  peculiar  situation 
and  character  of  the  city,  would  immediately  per- 
ceive that  there  were  a  number  of  striking  consid- 
erations that  applied  in  fiivor  of  its  defence,  which 
did  not  80  forcibly  apply  to  the  other  small  porta 
which  had  been  omitted. 

Mr.  HsATB  did  not  rise  to  controvert  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Murray,  but  he  wanted  other  towns 
to  be  comprehended  in  the  bill  He  proposed  an 
amendment 

The  Committee  agreed  to  this  bill  by  a  large 
majority,  and  without  amendment  The  Com- 
mittee then  rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported  pio- 
gress. 

Mr.  W.  Surra  next  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
that  the  Prbsidbitt  should  be  authorized  to  add 
any  other  places  that  he  thought  proper,  to  the 
number  of  ports  and  harbors  to  be  fortified. 

Mr.  S.  SMfTH  considered  the  amendment  as  no* 
necessary ;  and,  after  a  short  conversation,  it  was 
withdrawn. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Thursdat,  May  1. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  defence  of  certain  ports  and  har- 
bors in  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
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committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  or 
what^  further  or  other  revenues  are  necessary  for 
the  support  of  public  credit;  and,  if  further  reve- 
nues are  necesKury,  to  report  the  ways  and  means. 
Two  resolutions  were  read :  the  first  was,  that 
five  cents  per  hundred  dollars  be  laid  on  every 
transference  of  stocks  in  the  public  funds ;  and  the 
second,  that  five  cents  per  hundred  dollars  be  laid 
on  the  transference  of  stock  in  any  of  the  other 
Banks  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  S.  SiirrK  said,  that  if  this  tax  seemed  too 
light,  it  was  to  be  remembered  that  transferences 
were  frequent 

Mr.  HuKTBB,  of  South  Carolina,  had  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  same  kind  in  his  hand,  but  when  hear- 
ing the  others  read,  he  preferred  them  to  his  own. 
Mr.  Ans,  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  enlai]ged 
on  the  state  of  Public  Credit,  and  the  proprietjr 
and  necessity  of  its  being  supported  by  Govern- 
ment,  since  it  had  once  been  adopted.    This  tax 
on  the  transference  of  the  Public  Funds  tended 
to  injure  it,  by  sinking  their  value.      When  we 
next  want  to  borrow,  and  shall  go  to  market,  the 
knders  will  rise  proportionably  in  their  demands, 
and  refuse  a  loan  on  the  terms  which  they  before 
accepted.     Hence  we  shall  lose,  instead  of  gaining 
bj  it    Let  gentlemen  reflect  on  the  consequences 
of  unsettling  all  ideas  of  property,  which  must  be 
the  result  of  this  proceeding.     He  was  not  one  of 
those  who  despised  the  Funding  System  because 
it  was  unpopular,  for  it  was  the  property  of  a  Re- 
public to  set  right  above  power.     The  Funding 
System  had  of  late  become  a  fiivorite  topic  of 
newspaper  eloquence.    As  parties  were  insepara^ 
Ue  from  the  nature  of  a  popular  Covemment,  so 
this  subject  had  been  employed  as  an  .engine  to 
reader  that  of  America  an  object  of  contempt  and 
abhorrence.    It  had  been  loudly  said,  that  the  Re* 
presentatives  in  Congress  from  one  of  the  New 
Snglaod  States  had  immense  property  in  the  Pub- 
lie  Funds,  when,  in  fact,  their  whole  income  from 
that  source  was  not  sufficient  for  baying  oats  for 
their  horses.    To  say,  therefore,  that  they  were 
under  iofiuenoe  in  their  political  condnct  from 
sach  motives,  was  the  merest  bagatelle  that  can 
be  conceived;  and  the  groundless  jealousy  that  it 
has  excited  may  be  considered  as  a  very  strong 
counter-balance  to  the  interest  of  those  members 
who  were  the  objects  of  suspicion.    People  dream 
that  Congress  we  voting  money  into  their  own 
pockets.    The  'propagation  of  this  idea  promotes 
tite  dirty  purposes  of  slander,  abuse,  and  falsehood. 
By  such  unworthy  means,  the  blossoms  of  public 
confidence    in    Government   are    mildewed    and 
blasted.     This  is  more  especially  the  case  in  the 
Soothem  States ;  and  this  dissatisfaction  offers  an 
ipology  for  taking  notice,  in  this  House,  of  the 
abase  of  newspapers.    In  the  United  States,  taxa^ 
tion  of  the  Public  Funds  is  nothing  more  or  less 
than  the  debtor  taxing  the  creditor ;  and  so  ques- 
tionable an  expedient  will  recoil  with  tenfold  force 
on  the  credit  of  Qovemment  itself.    The  progress 
of  this  measure  would  degrade  the  Public  Debt 
into  a  paper  rag.     It  had  been  complained  of  in 
this  country,  that  foreigners  had  too  great  a  share 
in  the  FandS|  and  Mr.  A,  was  of  opinion  that  it 


would  be  better  if  the  money  were  all  owing  to 
American  citizens.  But,  while  things  are  in  their 
present  state,  this  tax  would  enable  such  foreigners 
to  buy  more  debt  out  of  the  country  and  send  less 
money  into  it  in  place  of  the  debt  Public  Debt 
is  a  ground  which  cannot  be  trod  with  impunity. 
y^  may  soon,  on  such  a  precedent,  go  still  greater 
lengths ;  a  few  events  may  force  us  to  apply  to  the 
moneyed  men,  and  then  will  be  seen  and  felt  the 
miserable  termination  of  this  policy. 

Mr.  Clark  said,  that  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Ambs] 
had  made  a  long  speech  with  respect  to  newspa* 
pers.  What  was  his  meaning,  or  what  he  referred 
to,  Mr.  C.  could  not  tell ;  but  he  supposed  that  the 
gentleman  had  an  intention  of  publishing  his 
speech  in  answer  to  these  newspapers.  It  was  to 
be  hoped  that  he  would  make  it  so  that  it  could 
be  understood.  If  it  contained  arguments,  they 
were  above  his  reach,  and  there  he  should  leave 
it  He  closed  with  speaking  a  few  words  on  a  pro- 
posal for  taxing  bonds. 

Mr.  Lyman  observed  that,  notwithstanding  there 
were  many  objections  against  this  part  of  the 
stamp  duty,  he  was  willing,  if  the  whole  report  of 
the  select  committee  was  embraced,  and  the  doe- 
trine  of  stamps  introduced,  that  the  item  now  be- 
fore the  Committee  should  be  blended  with  the 
others ;  but  he  had  many  doubts  in  his  mind  against 
the  expediency  of  resorting  to  that  source  of  revo* 
nue  at  this  time,  and  hoped  that  other  more  oonve« 
nient  sources  might  be  found. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  had  no  doubt  of  the  right  of  Go- 
vernment to  lay  the  proposed  tax  of  five  cents  per 
hundred  dollars  on  the  transference  of  public  funds. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  that  kind  of  property 
should  be  exempted  from  the  right  exercised  of 
taxing  other  property.  So  far  as  the  moral  prin- 
ciple went,  he  was  satisfied;  and  he  had  yesterday, 
on  first  hearing  of  this  scheme,  resolved  to  support 
it  But,  in  imposing  taxes,  we  must  consult  not 
only  morality  but  expediency;  and  hero  he  had 
numerous  objections  to  the  resolution  in  its  pre- 
sent shape.  He  wished  to  mako  it  a  stamp  on 
every  transference,  without  regarding  the  sum,  be- 
cause when  it  came  to  be  a  considerable  sum,  such 
as  a  thousand  dollars,  the  duty  would  not  be  paid. 
The  duty  of  five  cents  amounts,  on  a  thousand 
dollars,  only  to  half  a  dollar.  He  wished  to  make 
no  distinction  by  specifying  the  transferences  of 
Public  Funds,  but  just  to  make  it  at  once,  upon 
all  transferences  of  money.  By  this  reserve  in 
expressing  the  intention  of  the  clauses,  the  House 
would  avoid  giving  any  alarm  to  public  creditors, 
and  the  matter  would  pass  with  little  or  no  notice. 
But  if  the  clause  stood  alone,  in  this  marked  way, 
the  report  might  reach  Europe  that  American 
funds  wero  to  be  taxed,  and  the  vei7  sound  of  such 
a  measure  might  do  us  more  mischief  than  the  ob- 
ject was  worth.  Mr.  B.  stated  an  error  adopted 
in  the  old  Governments  of  Europe  as  to  taxing 
public  funds.  They  had  been  taxed  specifically 
under  that  title,  which  sunk  their  value.  But  a 
tax  should  have  been  contrived  for  property  in 
general,  that  would  have  comprehended  them 
without  pointing  them  out  in  particular,  which 
always  sunk  their  value.    Returning  to  the  queft* 
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tion  before  the  House,  he  foretold  with  confidence 
that,  if  the  tax  were  imposed  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  sum  transferred,  there  would  be  fifteen 
or  twenty  bonds,  if  the  duty  was  moderate,  for  one 
upon  the  present  plan,  by  which  twenty  shifts 
would  be  made  before  a  bond  would  be  employed. 
At  the  same  time,  he  was  satisfied  that  the  right 
of  Congress  was  equal  to  the  taxation  of  public 
funds,  as  well  as  of  any  thing  else. 

Mr.  Tracy  objected  to  the  imposition  of  a  tax 
upon  this  kind  of  property.  On  this  question  he 
was  at  freedom  to  speak  with  perfect  impartiality, 
for  he  had  never  once  seen  public  paper  till  he 
came  to  Philadelphia,  and  he  most  certainly  never 
owned  a  single  farthing  of  it  since  he  had  an  ex- 
istence. The  clamors,  therefore,  with  regard  to  a 
paper  interest,  could  not  be  applied  to  him.  But, 
by  giving  this  explanation,  he  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  if  he  had  been  a  stockholder  he  would  have 
suppressed  his  sentiments.  Gentlemen  in  that 
situation  were  just  as  much  entitled  to  attention 
and  confidence  on  this  question  as  any  other  mem- 
bers. After  this  introduction,  Mr.  T.  went  on  to 
state,  that  it  was  an  act  of  injustice  to  tax  the  trans- 
ference of  public  debts,  for  this  reason,  that  a  free- 
dom of  transference  was  part  of  the  bargain  be^ 
tween  Government  and  its  creditors.  He  had  no 
Terbose  arguments  on  the  subject.  His  objections 
were  simple,  and  come  at  once  to  the  point.  A 
breach  of  bargain  was  a  breach  of  honesty,  and  as 
such  could  never  meet  with  approbation  from  him. 
We  gave  paper,  said  Mr.  T. ;  transferability  form- 
ed a  part  of  it.  Now,  we  come  forward  and  say 
to  the  creditor,  you  shall  not  transfer  unless  you 
give  up  a  part  of  your  debt  He  would  have  been 
very  glad  to  vote  for  this  tax,  if  he  could  have 
voted  consistently  with  justice ;  but,  feeling  as  he 
did,  he  could  not  give  his  consent. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  of  an  opposite  opinion  from 
Mr.  Tracy,  as  to  the  justice  of  the  tax.  He  was 
convinced  of  that,  as  well  as  of  its  expediency.  It 
had  been  urged  that  we  should  pay  three  or  four 
times  more  in  the  next  loan,  in  proportion,  than 
the  tax  was  worth,  because,  when  the  system  of 
laying  a  duty  on  the  funds  was  once  begun,  there 
was  nobody  could  say  where  it  was  to  end,  and 
therefore  eYtry  body  would  scruple  to  give  us 
credit  To  this  his  answer  was,  that  the  funds 
already  borrowed  could  not  be  affected  by  this 
bill,  because  they  were  already  in  our  hands ;  and, 
as  to  the  future  loans,  in  these  the  creditors  had  it 
in  their  power  to  make  an  express  stipulation  for 
DO  tax  on  their  funda  This  would  answer  the 
purpose  completely,  without  recurring  to  those 
alarming  presages  of  the  loss  of  credit 

Mr.  Ames,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clark,  said,  that  the 
gentleman  had  complained  of  his  being  unintelli- 
gible. With  regard  to  the  defence  that  he  had 
made  of  the  character  of  members,  reported  to  be 
creditors  in  the  funds,  the  style  of  newspapers,  of 
pamphlets,  and  of  debates  in  that  House,  alto<' 
gether  justified  the  propriety  of  an  explicit  vindi- 
cation. He  appealed  to  every  member  who  heard 
him  that,  excepting  only  the  debate  on  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress,  there  had  not  been  a  single 
discussion  of  any  length,  for  a  considerable  time 


past,  where  there  had  not  been  some  pointed  allu- 
sion to  this  paper  bugbear.  This  Government, 
said  Mr.  A.,  has  been  painted  as  an  object  of  sanpi- 
cion  and  abhorrence.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Clabx] 
complains  that  I  am  beyond  his  reach.  He  has 
made  himself  suflSciently  intelligiUe,  and  has  per- 
haps had  his  share  in  drawing  such  pictures. 
Recurring  to  the  question  before  the  Committee, 
he  said  that,  when  the  Funding  Act  passed,  no 
man  will  affirm  that  there  was  any  notion  of  such 
a  tax  understood.  No  civilized  nation  can  keep 
its  credit  while  it  taxes  its  public  funds.  Property 
is  in  general,  to  be  sure,  a  fair  object  of  taxation, 
but  this  tax  cannot  be  levied  with  perfect  equality, 
for  it  is  beyond  the  knowledge  of  any  Government ; 
and,  were  it  even  within  the  knowledge  of  a  legis- 
lator, still  it  is  beyond  his  power.  There  was  no 
way  to  got  at  an  exact  acquaintance  with  the  om- 
versal  state  of  property,  but  by  cutting  off  people's 
heads  and  searching  their  repositories. 

Mr.  WiKN  wished  to  know  who  were  the  credi- 
tors in  the  public  funds.  Are  they  the  original 
holders,  the  poor  soldiers,  who  gave  birth  to  this 
country?  Or  are  they  a  set  of  men  who  have 
purchased  the  claims  of  these  poor  soldiers  for  a 
trifle,  perhaps  for  half  a  crown  in  the  pound  t 
Surely,  if  this  be  the  case,  no  creditor  would 
grumble  in  paying  the  proposed  tax  on  the  trans- 
fer ;  and  if  he  should  complain,  was  it  tolerable 
to  hear  such  a  property  held  up  as  an  unfit  object 
for  taxation? 

On  dividing  the  Committee,  on  the  motion  for 
a  tax  of  five  cents  per  hundred  dollars  upon  the 
transfer  of  public  debts,  fifty-three  members  were 
in  favor  of  it — ^the  nays  in  the  question  were  not 
counted. 

The  motion  for  a  tax  to  the  aaoM  extent,  on 
every  transference  of  Bank  stock,  passed  unani- 
mously. 

A  resolution  for  a  tax  on  manufactured  snuff 
and  tobacco  was  next  read.  Mr.  Soott  rose  and 
observed,  that  it  was  a  home  manufacture,  and  he 
did  not  wish  to  meddle  with  it,  for  that  was  a  bad 
precedent  He  should  therefore  move  to  strike  it 
out 

Mr.  Murray  hoped,  that  the  motion  for  striking 
out  the  tax  on  anuff  and  tobacco  would  not  suc- 
ceed. At  a  moment  when  we  are  looking  about 
for  proper  sources  of  revenue,  be  thought  that 
these  objects  came  Yery  aptly  into  view.  They 
are  articles  that  will  bear  a  moderate  tax,  in  parti- 
cular the  first  It  is  true,  that  a  tax  on  snuff  will 
not  operate  upon  all  men,  but  those  who  will  be 
affected  by  it  are  well  able  to  bear  it  It  will  be 
paid  by  the  wealthy,  and  it  will  be  paid  with  the 
less  reluctance,  because  its  use  is  in  a  habit,  which 
a  man  does  not  easily  give  up,  and  which,  from 
its  nature,  can  never  be  expensive.  The  quantify 
consumed  by  an  individual  is  small,  and  the  arti- 
cle itself  is  here  extremely  cheap.  Formerly  a 
pound  of  snuff  was  sold  at  the  lowest  at  three- 
fourths  of  a  dollar  per  pound.  Snuff  was  now 
manufactured  in  this  country  as  good  as  that  im- 
ported, and  is  sold  at  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  per 
pound.  As  to  the  objection  that  it  was  a  tax  on 
home  manufacture,  the  precedent  had  already  ob- 
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ined  Id  the  djat^  on  distilled  spirits.  Mr.  M.  ap- 
roved  the  principle  of  taxation  that  connected 
le  payment  -with  an  enjoyment  of  luxury.  The 
iod  lost  its  repugnance  in  the  pleasure  derived 
om  the  article  taxed,  if  the  discharge  of  the  tax 
needed  the  gratification. 

Mr.  Macox  observed,  that  the  tax  came  to  ahout 
ur  dollars  per  hundred  weight,  whereas  the  raw 
aterial  itself  cost  about  three  dollars.  This  was, 
}  believed,  the  first  instance  in  the  history  of 
ixatioQ  where  a  raw  material  was  taxed  to  more 
tan  its  value,  fie  was  entirely  against  the  reso- 
ition. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  entertained  an  opinion  that  the 
solution  was  in  its  principle  ensnaring,  and  could 
ever  be  redaced  to  practice.  People  would  raise 
for  themselves,  as  in  £act  a  great  number  do  at 
resent.  In  the  country,  boys  were  suffered  to 
lant  and  sell  it ;  and  how  was  it  possible  to  raise 
revenue  on  such  resources  ?  It  never  could  be 
lade  productive,  but  it  would  ruin  the  manu- 
acture. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Marrland,  said  that  he  bd- 
ieved  his  colleague  [Mr.  Murrat]  felt  some  deli- 
acy  upon  this  snbiect,  and,  making  use  of  tobacco 
timself,  did  not  choose  to  oppose  the  tax,  from  a 
lesire  of  appearing  disinterested.  After  some 
ither  remarks  of  an  amusing  nature,  he  stated  that 
his  tax  went  directly  to  the  destruction  of  the 
itaple  commodity  of  three  or  four  States  in  the 
JaioD.  It  was  likewise,  in  another  point  of  view, 
I  dangerous  precedent ;  for  we  should  next  ffo 
round  all  our  manufactures,  and  every  thing  would 
be  taxed ;  he  was  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONS  considered  the  present  as  one 
of  the  best  resolutions  in  the  list  He  did  not 
ksow  what  he  would  have  been  more  ready  to 
propose. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  was  of  the  same  opinion. 
Mr.  W.  Smith  could  not  discover  why  tobacco 
might  not  be  taxed,  just  as  well  as  salt  and  other 
wticles.  We  cannot  step  into  a  coach  without 
Wing  a  tax — why  then  scruple  to  tax  other  arti- 
cles of  luxury  ? 

Mr.  Murray,  in  reply  to  Mr.  S.  Smith,  said, 
uttt  if  he  thought  the  tax  would  injure  one  of  the 
staples  of  Maryland,  it  would  be  with  great  can- 
tioa  that  he  should  support  it.    But  he  denied  any 
each  conseqnence.     The  price  of  snuff  is  a  price 
*i^oexed  to  the  labor  and  ingenuity  of  the  manu- 
«cturer,  and  not  an  effect  of  the  value  of  the  to- 
J**^i  which  was  very  low.     He  did  not  believe 
^t  the  price  of  tobacco  was  perceptibly  affected 
*>7  the  home  demand  for  manufacture,  but  alto- 
pther  by  foreign  markets.    Farmers  use  unmanu- 
^tured  tobacco,  and  very  little  snuff.     He  still 
^Qoght  the  principle  sound,  and  that  it  was  a 
^pital  object  to  render  taxation  light  and  easy  to 
we  feelings  of  mankind.    To  do  this,  if  you  in- 
*^rate  the  tax  with  seme  luxury  to  be  enjoyed, 
^oa  render  it  more  pleasant  by  a  natural  associa- 
^B*    There  was,  he  thought,  a  similitude  be- 
tween this  tax  and  that  on  £stilled  spirits.    Each 
1^  ft  tax  on  a  home  manufacture ;  each  was  a 
^*x  on  consumption.      The  duty  in  the  present 
^^  did  by  no  means  bring  down  the  sale  of  the 


home  made  article  to  a  competition  with  the 
foreign  article.  Notwithstanding  this  tax,  Amer- 
ican snuff  wotild  forever  undersell  that  imported, 
from  its  being  twice,  if  not  thrice,  as  cheap.  For, 
even  after  the  eight  cents  proposed  on  snuff 
was  paid,  the  price  would  be  extremely  low.  As 
to  any  opposition  to  the  collection  of  the  excise,  a 
possibility  which  had  been  adverted  to  by  some 
former  speaker,  he  thought  that  no  argument  could 
be  derived  from  that,  which  at  once  held  up  the 
folly  of  those  who  constituted  the  example.  He 
did  not  fear  that  any  class  of  citizens  would  be  so 
riotous,  so  ignorant,  so  savage,  as  to  resist  the 
measures  of  Government.  The  enlightened  free- 
men of  this  country  would  not  tumultuOusly  op- 
pose a  law  made  by  legislators  whom  they  had 
themselves  chosen.  He  thought  the  tax  easy,  as 
falling  on  the  more  wealthy,  and  one  which  would 
by  no  means  affect  the  staple  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Clark  was  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  agreed  perfectly  with  the  judg- 
ment of  the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
FiNDLET,]  that  the  tax  would  destroy  the  manu- 
facture, and  raise  nothing.  Every  body  would 
use  a  kind  of  unmanufactured  tobacco,  tliat  has  a 
well  known  name,  as  there  was  no  mention  of 
that  article  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Ames  approved  the  tax,  as  one  of  the  best 
which  he  knew. 

Mr.  Madi^ox  had  always  opposed  every  tax  of 
this  nature,  and  he  shoifld  upon  all  occasions  per- 
sist in  opposing  them.  If  we  look  into  the  state 
of  those  nations  who  are  harnessed  in  taxes,  we 
shall  universally  find  that,  in  a  moral,  political, 
and  commercial  point  of  view,  excise  is  the  most 
destructive  of  all  resources.  He  did  not  say  this, 
because  excise  had  been  a  frequent  topic  of  popu- 
lar declamation.  He  was  not  guided  oy  that,  but 
he  knew,  and  was  sensible,  that  it  produced  almost 
in  every  case  the  most  disagreeable  consequences. 
Yet  he  admitted  that  the  excise  upon  ardent 
spirits  was  a  very  natural  expedient  in  the  Amer- 
ican Government,  who  saw  such  immense  quan- 
tities of  foreign  spirits  imported.  Much  of  the 
collection  of  this  tax  on  tobacco  would  depend  on 
the  oath  of  the  manufacturer,  and  this  was  but 
another  term  for  the  multiplication  of  perjuries. 
The  tax  would  therefore  injure  the  morals  of  the 
people.  He  liked  much  better  some  other  taxes 
m  the  list  before  the  House,  and  recourse  might  be 
had  to  them.  He  should  opi)pse  this  tobacco  duty 
with  every  vote  that  he  ^ave  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Ames  replied  to  Mr.  Madison,  who  spoke 
a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Several  members  then  requested  that  the  clause 
might  be  deferred  till  to-morrow  ;  accordingly,  the 
Committee  rose  without  coming  to  a  division. 
The  Chairman  reported  progress,  and  at  three 
o'clock  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  May  2. 

A  memorial  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  subscribed 
by  certain  manufacturers  of  tobacco,  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  against  a  resolution  at  present  be- 
fore the  House.    [This  resolution  is  for  imposing 
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a  duty  of  four  cents  per  poand  npon  all  tobacco, 
and  oight  cents  per  pound  upon  ail  snuff,  manu- 
factured in  the  Unitea  States.] 

PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  House  do  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of' the  Whole,  to  consider 
on  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  Giles  wished  that  a  private  petition  might 
first  be  discussed,  as  it  would  take  up  only  a  short 
time,  and  then  the  House  might  proceed  with  the 
ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Tract  said,  if  we  cannot  proceed  with  de- 
spatching business  in  a  regular  way,  it  will  be  much 
better  to  rise  at  once,  and  go  home. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  wished  to  delay  the  private  peti- 
tion because  he  intended,  this  day,  to  move,  that 
the  House  shall  meet  to-morrow  morning  (Satur- 
day) for  private  business,  and  then  the  petition 
could  be  aiscussed,  without  interrupting  anything 
else. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  said,  that  there  was  much  busi- 
ness on  hand,  and  if  the  House  were  to  indulge 
every  gentleman  in  requisitions  of  this  nature, 
they  never  would  get  forward. 

The  motion  for  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  on  the  Ways  and  Means,  was  carried — 
Mr.  Sherburne  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Tract.  If  there  ever  was  a  luxury,  snuff 
is  one.  If  we  are  to  excise  at  all,  this  subject  is 
one  of  the  best.  It  had  been  said,  (referring  to  an 
observation  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Smilie)  that 
taxes,  which  were  paid  imperceptibly,  were  more 
dangerous  than  others,  because,  by  tnese  invisible 
or  imperceptible  kinds  of  taxes,  the  people  were 
seduced  from  thinking  to  what  purposes  their  mo- 
ney went.  Mr.  T.  could  not  believe  that  the  mem- 
ber was  serious  in  advancing  such  a  doctrine ;  for 
the  sum  of  it  is,  that,  when  taxes  are  to  be  raised, 
Government  is  in  duty  bound  to  give  the  people 
who  pay  these  taxes,  as  much  trouble  a$  poasible  I 
There  was  nothing  but  this  alternative — a  tax  on 
tobacco,  or  a  land  tax — which  was  equivalent  to  a 
tax  upon  necessaries.  Many  of  his  constituents 
raise  no  more  grain  than  was  necessary  to  main- 
tain themselves ;  so  that,  with  respect  to  them,  a 
land  tax  was  a  tax  upon  necessaries.  Mr.  T.  ad- 
verted to  the  weakness  of  complaining,  because 
Government  was  attended  with  expense.  People 
might  as  well  complain  as  to  the  expense  of  fenc- 
ing a  wheat-field.  Liberty,  without  Government, 
was  worth  nothing;  it  was  a  mere  sound — and 
there  never  has  been,  and  never  will  be,  a  Govern- 
ment that  does  not  require  expense.  One  circum- 
stance recommended  this  tax — it  was  to  be  col- 
lected without  any  addition  to  the  number  of  re- 
venue officers.  If  it  is  true,  as  has  been  stated,  that 
snuff  has,  in  some  of  the  Southern  States,  become 
a  necessary  of  life,  he  would  not  wish  to  burden  it. 
He  next  adverted  to  an  assertion  made  yesterday, 
by  Mr.  Smith,  viz. :  that  this  duty  on  tobacco, 
went  directly  to  the  destruction  of  the  staple  com- 
modity of  three  or  four  States  of  the  Union.  He 
could  not  see  that  there  was  any  danger  of  this 
kind.    [Here  Mr.  S.  Smith  rose,  and  said,  that 


the  assertion  had  been  made,  not  by  him,  Imt  by  a 
member  firom  North  Carolina.] 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  also  ex- 
pressed his  apprehensions,  that  the  tax  might  be 
augmented,  till  the  culture  of  tobaooo  was  extir- 
pated. He  [Mr.  T.]  could  foresee  no  chance  of  any 
such  consequence.  If  he  did  so,  he  should  be  sorrr 
to  support  the  resolution.  He  had  no  desire  to 
crush  an  infant  manufacture.  Perhaps  it  won  Id 
be  found  advisable  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty ; 
and,  for  this  reason,  he  recommended  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  the  number  of  cents  per  pound,  in  the 
resolution,  should  be  left  blank. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY : — Ruin  and  depravity  hare  al- 
ways attended  excise.  It  has  been  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal sources  of  the  corruption  of  Britain.  The 
same  effects  must  follow  in  America.  He  object- 
ed to  the  mode  of  taxation  ;  and,  besides,  the  tax 
is  partial  It  falls  on  the  poor  in  cities.  In  the 
country,  nobody  will  pay  it. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  would  vote  against  the  tax,  if  he 
thought  that  i{  was  oontaffious  for  public  moral- 
ity. But  human  nature  has  always  been  very 
corrupted,  without  the  aid  of  excise  laws.  The 
State  which  he  represents  has  been  excised  for 
two  generations,  and  yet  no  bad  consequence  has 
arisen  to  the  morals  of  the  people.  As  to  the  cor- 
ruption of  Britain,  described  by  the  member  who 
spoke  last,  he  admitted  that  the  account  was  just, 
but  this  was  not  to  be  traced  to  excise  laws.  They 
had  been  the  subject  of  much  clamor,  but  what 
in  fact,  was  their  history  ?  A  profligate  opposi- 
tion rail  at  all  the  measures  of  a  Minister  whether 
they  be  good  or  bad,  and  an  excise  act  is  often  one 
of  tnem.  In  the  course  of  political  changes,  these 
men  get  into  place.  But  uiey  do  not  attempt  to 
take  off  the  taxes  against  wmch  they  declaimed. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  new  ex-Minister  harangnes 
against  the  very  taxes  of  wliich  he  was  the  anthor. 
As  to  this  law  being  a  source  of  perjury,  oaths 
are  necessary  in  imposts  of  all  sorts.  Why,  then, 
object  to  them  in  this  particular  instance  ?  Is  an 
excise  oath  worse  than  a  cnstom-hoase  oath? 
There  is  often  no  other  method  of  getting  at  tmth. 
If  we  desert  this  way  of  raising  rerenne,  what  are 
we  to  do?  Taxes  cannot  be  imposed  on  persooal 
income,  with  any  sort  of  justice,  because  the  ao- 
tual  degree  of  a  person^s  weedth  does  not  depend  on 
the  nominal  amount  of  his  income.  One  man  has 
a  thousand  dollars  a  year;  but  such  may  be  his 
situation,  that  the  taxing  him  in  so  small  a  sum  as 
ten  dollars,  may  be  distressing.  Others,  again, 
with  onljr  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  are, 
perhaps,  in  much  more  easy  circumstances,  than 
the  former,  upon  whom  the  tax  of  personal  re- 
venue would  press  with  superior  weight  Direct 
taxes,  Mr.  S.  regarded  as  of  an  improper  nature. 
But,  with  regard  to  snuff  and  tobacco,  nobody  can 
ever  feel  the  burden  of  a  trifling  tax  upon  them. 
If  we  are  obliged  to  tax  salt,  why  shall  we  scruple 
at  taxing  tobacco  ? 

Mr.  Smilie  considered  this  measure  as  pregnant 
with  serious  consequences.  He  was  opposed  to 
every  system  of  excise,  becanse  such  systems  had 
always  produced  mischief.  If  this  were  a  despotic 
country,  he  could  see  a  good  reason  for  an  excise 
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em  of  revenue,  because  it  was  proper,  in  that 
,  to  debase,  by  every  possible  expedient,  the 
Js  of  the  people,  that  their  feelings  might  sink 
)  level  with  the  meanness  of  their  condition, 
in  a  Republic,  taxes  should  be  of  a  different 
ire,  and  operate  with  a  different  tendency.  As 
bat  had  been  said  by  lir.  Tract«  he  was  quite 
itts  in  hia  conTiction,  that  taxes  ought  to  be 
k1  in  such  ft  way,  that  the  public  might  not 
'  pay  them,  but  at  the  same  time,  feel  them. 
\  would  teach  them  to  think  a  little  better  in 
i  way  their  money  goes ;  and  then,  and  not 
then,  there  will  be  an  abridgment  of  the  ex- 
ses  of  the  Federal  Cbrernment  How  do  gen- 
len  come  to  speak,  as  if  there  were  no  abuses 
the  present  American  Administration?  Are 
■e  none  ?  If  the  present  tax  on  tobacco  had 
Q  proposed  by  a  Minister,  Mr.  S.  would  not 
e  been  surprised  at  it  But  he  was  somewhat 
ized  that  this  measure  should  be  suggested  by 
Representatives  of  a  free  people, 
fr.  Amis  had  a  better  opinion  of  Gkivemment 
n  the  gentleman  who  spoke  last  He  did  not 
nk  excise  a  mark  of  despotism.  He  did  not 
nk  the  people  stocks  and  stones ;  or  their  rulers 
ives  and  fookL  The  member  had  spoke  of  the 
sens  of  this  country,  as  if  to  rouse  their  atten- 
D  it  was  requisite  to  keep  a  flapper,  like  that  of 
Uiver,  at  their  ears.  In  some  States,  perhaps, 
^pablic  were  stupid  enough  to  require  a  flapper, 
the  part  of  the  country  which  Mr.  A.  represent- 
,  there  was  no  need  of  artificial  provocation  to 
Bp  alive  the  sensibQity  of  the  people  to  their 
;ht&  The  gentleman  had  said  that  a  Minister 
State  had  no  other  object  in  view  but  to  fleece 
e  public 

[Here  Mr.  Smilix  explained] 
Mr.  Ames  replied,  that,  whatever  were  his 
nds,  that  was  his  exact  meaning.  'It  was  per> 
irtly  understood,  and  was  exceedingly  unjust. 
i  to  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  is  there  any 
(mparison  between  a  snuff  tax  and  a  land  tax? 
^  is  the  great  $uhetratum  of  American  pros* 
srity.  Difficulties  had  been  started,  as  to  the 
^iui%  of  excise ;  an  oppressive  law  was  a  bad 
)ni;,  but  resistance  was  worse.  Can  any  man 
unk  that  a  land  tax  does  not  open  a  much  greater 
ow  to  impontion  than  a  tax  on  tobacco  f  In 
w  way  is  a  hind  tax  to  be  laid,  that  can  avoid 
lequality  and  injustice?  Are  we  to  Ux  the  pub- 
e  funds,  that  last,  and  most  desperate  resource  of 
aiioHftl  distress,  and  then  to  be  told,  that  we  dare 
lot  impose  a  duty  on  snuff  and  tobacco? 
"r.  S.  SMrra  considered  the  observations  of  the 
Dsmber  who  had  just  sat  down  as  amusing  and 
Dgeoioug,  but  they  were  not  satisfactory.  To  him, 
^  seemed  a  very  odd  scheme  to  crush  American 
^nufiictures  in  the  bud.  Men  of  capital  and  en- 
«rpnse  advanced  large  sums  of  money  in  erecting 
»Qff  milla.  After  long  exertions^  they  began  to 
J*P  the  reward  of  their  expenses  and  their  labor. 
w  thu  critical  moment,  the  Government  souses 
.  "  upon  them  with  an  excise,  which  ends  not 
"»  J^evenue,  but  extirpation.  In  his  opinion,  the 
'^lutiong  before  the  Committee  .comprehend 
^^7  great  iDjustioe  to  the  manu&cturers  of  tobac- 


co. He  understood  that  a  snuff  mill  required  a 
capital  of  five  thousand  pounds  to  begin  with.  We 
are  going  to  impose  eight  cents  per  pound  on  snuff, 
which  is  double  the  price  of  the  raw  material. 
Here  Mr.  S.  inferred,  that  it  would  be  necessary 
for  the  snuff-maker  to  possess  an  addition  of  dou- 
ble his  present  capital;  so  that,  instead  of  five 
thousand  pounds,  he  must  possess  fifteen  thousand, 
before  he  can  begin,  or  support  business.  After 
paying  so  vast  a  duty,  house-rent,  the  wages  of 
journeymen,  and  a  multiplicity  of  other  disburse* 
ments,  he  is  to  give  credit  to  his  customers  for  six, 
nine,  or  twelve  months.  This  was  another  hard- 
ship.    He  must  keep  accounts  of  his  sale. 

The  words  of  the  report,  referred  to  by  Mr.  S., 
are  as  follows : 

"  He  shall  enter  into  bond,  with  sufficient  seearity, 
to  render  a  faithful  account,  everv  three  months,  of  the 
quantity  of  tobacco  or  snuff  sold  or  sent  out,  within 
tnat  period.  Previous  to  taking  any  tobacco,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  mannfiustured,  he  shall  notify  the 
same  to  the  Office  of  Inspection,  and  shall  keep  a  book, 
in  whidi  shall  be  entered  daily,  the  quantity  of  tobacco 
or  souff  sold  or  sent  out  iu  eadi  day." 

This  regulation  may  often  prove  a  very  great 
hardship.  It  will  require  an  extra  clerk,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  three,  four,  or  five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum.  For  the  manufacturers  of  snuff,  this 
might  be  practicable ;  but,  at  least  in  his  part  of 
the  country,  tobacco  spinners  are  poor,  ignorant 
creatures;  many  of  whom  cannot  so  much  as 
read.  How  are  they  to  keep  accounts^  or  how  are 
they  to  escape  perjury,  when  you  bid  them  do 
what  they  cannot  possibly  do  ?*  Besides,  tobacco 
is  frequently  sold,  not  by  weight,  but  by  the  yard. 
It  had  been  said,  that  this  tax  was  not  more  excep- 
tionable than  the  excise  upon  spirits.  This  com* 
parison  did  not  hold. 

By  the  tax  on  distilleries,  the  agriculture  of  the 
United  States  was  greatly  proihoted.  Land  that 
would  not  bear  wheat  was,  in  consequence  of  that 
excise,  and  the  encouragement  at  the  same  time 
given  to  this  manufocture,  covered  with  crops  of 
rye.  Hence,  there  was  no  just  resemblance  in  the 
two  cases.  But  if  we  are  to  excise  every  thing, 
Mr,  S.  said,  that  the  Committee  might  excise,  as 
properly  as  tobacco,  those  strings  of  onions,  thai 
were  sent  from  Connecticut  all  over  the  Union, 
They  were  the  staple  of  that  State,  just  as  tobac- 
co was  of  Virginia,  and  were  equally  fit  to  pro- 

*  In  the  English  act  of  Parilameot,  on  this  branch  of  ravennik 
there  is  a  clause  of  the  same  nature,  which  has  been  eouTertea 
Into  a  dreadful  engine  of  authority.  The  following  cirourostanos 
respecting  it  is  mentioned  by  the  writer  of  the  Political  Fro- 
gresi  of  Britain.  **An  old  woman  in  Bdlnburg  bad  been  In  the 
praotioe  of  supplying  her  neighbors  with  half-penn)'-wurtbs  of 
snuff.  She  was  ordered«  under  a  penalty  of  ttfty  pounds«  to  u^ 
Ave  shillings  for  a  license,  and  she  did  so.  Had  she  been  able 
to  buy  fW>m  the  manufacturer  four  pounds  of  snuff  at  atlm^t  the 
matter  might  have  rested  there ;  but,  as  this  was  beyond  her 
power,  It  was  required  by  the  terriers  of  taxation,  that  she 
should  make  oath,  once  a  year,  to  the  quantity  she  sold.  Her 
memory  failed,  and  she  is  now,  (17M,)  with  aero wd  of  other 
victims,  in  an  Excise  Court,  which  will,  very  possibly  bring  her 
to  beggary.  This  Is  like  a  drop  in  the  ocean  of  excise.  The 
very  sound  of  the  word,  announces  utter  destruction ;  for  It  Is  de- 
rived fh>m  a  Latin  verb,  which  siffotOee,  to  cut  up  by  the  roots." 

The  advantages  of  an  independent  press  were  Ailiy  proved  In 
the  course  of  this  procedure.  A  true  history  was  regularly  pub- 
lished of  the  proceedings  of  the  Excise  Court ;  a  sense  of  shame 
drove  several  of  the  Judges  Arom  the  bench ;  and  this  noiaanca 
has  since  been  greatly  corrected. 
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dace  a  revenue.  He  fancied  that  we  shoald  next 
hear  of  an  excise  upon  naiU.  Prohibitory  duties 
had  been  laid  for  the  encouragement  of  this  manu- 
facture in  America.  Progress  had  consequently 
been  made  in  the  business;  and  now  there  was 
nothing  wanting  but  a  smart  excise  duty  to  knock 
it  on  the  head,  under  the  pretence  of  exacting  a 
revenue.  Calico  was  another  article  that  we  should, 
no  doubt,  saddle  with  a  stamp  duty,  as  had  been 
the  case  in  Britain,  where  it  produced  a  great  re- 
Tenue.  In  the,  case  of  the  present  tax,  it  would 
be  said  that  the  manufacturer  must  lay  it  on  his 
customers.  Yes ;  but  will  his  customers  advance 
him  a  capital  double  to  what  be  had  before?  Be- 
sides the  tax,  he  must  have  visits  of  excise-men, 
which  are,  in  themselves,  extremely  troublesome. 

Mr.  Nicholas.  We  are  going  on  exactly  in  the 
steps  of  Britain,  of  which  this  excise  is  one  in- 
stance. That  country  once  had  a  revolutionary 
spirit  How  sunk  are  they  now  I  Not  one-tenth 
part  of  them  dare  to  say  that  they  are  against  the 
war  with  France,  which  is  sweeping  them  with 
Telocity  over  the  precipice  of  ruin.  At  least,  it  is 
the  common  opinion  in  the  United  States,  that 
their  French  war  is  the  road  to  ruin.  What  has 
degraded  and  annihilated  the  spirit  of  Britain  ? 
Public  debts,  taxes,,  and  officers  of  Excise.  One- 
half  of  the  nation  has  been  loaded  with  the  plun- 
der of  the  rest  It  is  too  much  the  American  cha- 
racter to  bear  as  right,  what  does  not  immediately 
hurt  It  is  a  duty  to  keep  the  citizens  alive  to  the 
operations  of  Qovemment  It  is  somewhat  strange 
to  blame  this  attempt,  when  there  is  such  an  alarm- 
ing indifference  on  the  subject  As  to  this  tax,  it 
will  put  an  end  to  the  consumption  of  manufac- 
tured tobacco.  Planters  will  make  it  ready  for 
themselves.  They  can  do  so  with  yery  great  ease 
by  a  method  in  the  process  of  curing  it  Mr.  N. 
was  therefore  agaipst  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DixTBR  observed,  that  very  few  of  the 
objections  were  confined  to  the  question.  Some 
were  arguments  Against  all  excises ;  some  against 
all  public  contributions ;  some  against  the  nature 
and  administration  of  our  GK)vernment ;  and  some 
against  all  Grovemment  The  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith,]  that  the 
duty  would  make  three  times  the  capital  necessa- 
ry, he  said,  could  not  be  accurate.  He  had  reck- 
oned the  cost  of  the  raw  material  as  the  only  capi- 
tal employed.  If  this  be  true,  as  he  states,  tobacco 
at  four  cents  per  pound,  and  snuff  is  worth  thirty 
cents  per  pound,  it  follows  that  the  manufacturer 
makes  750  pet  cent  nett  profit  This  cannot  be 
true;  the  principal  capital  must  be  employed  in 
preparatory  works  and  labor  of  manufacturing. 
He  added,  that  our  having  formerly  protected  the 
manufacture,  is  no  reason  against  now  taxing  it ; 
it  would  rather  be  a  reason  for  calling  on  it  to  con- 
tribute to  the  public  burdens.  He  said,  the  same 
gentleman  asked,  why  there  is  no  excise  on  beer 
manufactured  in  New  England,  as  well  as  on 
Southern  whiskey  ?  I  answer,  beer  is  not  manu- 
fiictured  there  in  any  considerable  quantity ;  if  it 
were,  it  ought  not  to  be  taxed.  New  England  rum 
is  taxed  enormously.  The  duty  on  this  and  whis- 
key are  protecting  duties  to  good  morals.    The 


use  of  snuff  and  tobacco  is  certainly  a  mere  I 
ry,  or  rather  folly ;  and  all  who  use,  and,  of  coa 
pay  the  duty,  are  volunteers.     A  land-tu;  whi 
is  named  as  a  substitute  for  this  and  every  thi 
else,  is  a  tax  yery  unequal,  and  laid  on  all  the 
cessaries  of  life,  and  oppressive  to  the  labori 
poor. 

It  looks  like  Governmental  rapacity,  wbi 
is  so  deprecated  by  the  gentleman  Irom  Peso? 
vania,  [Mr.  Smilib.]  He  has  more  than  once 
us  that  insensible  taxation  is  dangerous ;  aad  i 
we  should  make  the  people  feel  the  taxes  1 
pay ;  the  way  to  make  them  feel  taxes,  is  to  li 
those  which  will  bo  most  inconvenient  The 
gument,  then,  is,  that  the  most  inconvenient 
is  the  best  The  very  fact  stated  to  reason  fr 
is  the  strongest  reason  in  favor  of  indirect  ta 
tion,  viz :  the  burden  is  so  small  that  the 
do  not  feel  it  What  the  gentleman*a  meaning 
unless  it  be  that  measures  ought  to  be  taken  vhi 
may  make  the  people  dissatisfied  with  the  Gore 
ment,  is  difficult  to  say.  The  same  gentle 
has  said,  that  all  excises  are  against  the  spini 
a  Republican  Government  like  ours.  It  is  stnn 
said  Mr.  D.,  that  the  spirit  and  letter  of  oar 
vemment  should  be  so  contradictory  ;  for,  bj 
Constitution,  excises  are  expressly  provided, 
man  who  buys  his  food  and  clothing  in  s 
quantities,  as  he  can  obtain  the  means,  doos 
much  more  easily  than  he  could  purchase  a  s 
for  a  year  at  one  time ;  and  he  who  buys  dat 
articles,  and  regulates  his  consumption  by 
price,  pays  his  tax  in  small  portions,  with 
when  he  would  be  distressed  by  being  called  on 
pay  the  whole  sum  in  ^gross  annually.  Mr. 
proceeded  to  say,  that  as  to  the  fears  of  the  gen 
man  above  mentioned  from  Pennsylrania,  and 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Nicho 
he  had  heard  them  too  often  to  be  alarmed 
them.  They  seemed  like  a  sale  coat,  made 
any  subject  He  said,  that  a  fact  satisfied 
mind  on  the  subject  Massachusetts  is  a  land 
equality  beyond  any  on  earth.  Scarce  a  i 
among  them  is  rich  enough  to  keep  a  coach, 
scarcely  one  so  poor  as  not  to  keep  a  horse ;  le 
ing  is  more  equally  diffused  there  than  in  any  j 
of  America ;  their  morals  are  so  pure  that  cri 
hardly  have  names ;  yet  this  happy  race  of  equ 
Republicans  never,  since  the  institution  of  our  Go- 
vernment, have  sent  one  member  here  to  ffhine 
or  thunder  about  the  aristocracy  of  our  Constita- 
tion.  He  said,  he  would  not  compare  this  Stats 
with  others  in  the  Union ;  one  man  was  not  there 
disposed  of  at  the  will  of  another.  As  to  the  feai 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  excises  ^ouid 
destroy  American  liberty,  Mr.  D.  said,  there  wai 
no  danger  of  it  The  character  of  individuals  fom^ 
the  character  of  the  Government  A  people  ut\ 
never  enslaved  until  they  need  a  master.  The 
American  habits  exclude  all  danger.  That  exi 
cises  and  slavery  exist  together  in  some  parts  of 
Europe  is  true ;  but  it  remains  to  be  proved  thit 
one  is  the  cause  of  the  other.  If  we  have  the 
benefits  of  Government,  we  must  pay  for  them. 
There  was  a  time,  said  Mr.  D.,  when  laboring  ui^ 
der  the  debility  of  disunion  and  the  distresses  <» 
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y,  we  rejoioed  thAt  the  people  had  instituted 
lovernment.  It  is  now  represented,  not  as 
lardiao  of  liberty  and  innocence,  but  as  the 
in  of  both.  What  has  happened  to  change 
Hniun  ?  Uoder  its  auspices  we  have  increas- 
strength  and  riches ;  we  are  now  free  and 
,  when  the  world  is  in  confusion.  The  gen- 
I  from  Virginia  seems  to  despise  our  present 
less,  unless  it  can  be  eternal.  Why,  sir, 
i  we  expect  this !  Nations,  like  men,  come 
iturity ;  they  grow  old  and  perish.  The  sun 
go  out  in  darkness;  the  earth  must  be  burnt 
mtare  most  expire  in  agonies.  What  right 
we  to  claim  to  be  an  exception  from  general 
f  All  nature  is  in  perpetual  revolo.ton;  we 
part,  and  must  revolve  with  the  whole.  The 
(D  suffers,  and  probably  requires  constant  re* 
ion.  Succession  appears  to  be  a  law  of  na- 
18  umveraal  as  ber  works,  and  as  immutable  as 
Laihor. 

.  Clark  said,  that  the  gentleman,  who  had 
Mt  down,  had  pat  an  end  to  all  further  neces- 
for  discussion  on  this  question.  HU  pane- 
t  on  the  character  of  his  constituents,  (the 
le  of  Maasachasetts,)  ascertained  that  they 
undoubtedly  the  first  people,  and  most  en- 
ened  republicans  in  the  Union;  and,  as  they 
Id,  no  doubt,  send  the  best  informed  persons 
ng  them  to  Congress,  it  followed  that  he  [Mr. 
ter]  and  his  colleagues  were  the  most  re* 
table  characters  in  the  Committee,  and  that, 
efure,  the  rest  of  the  Representatives  had  no- 
I  further  to  do,  but  at  once  give  their  votes  as 
e  gentlemen  thought  proper.  Mr.  C.  sat  down, 
i  hinting  at  the  waste  of  time,  by  spee.hes 
reiy  foreign  to  the  subject  before  the  Com- 

Ir.  Nicholas  rose  again.  Because  gentlemen 
not  adopt  every  measure  of  Government,  it  was 
1  that  they  were  enemies  to  all  Government 
s  Federal  Government  never  would  have  existed, 
the  people  could  have  foreseen  what  sort  of 
eme^  it  was  to  put  into  execution.  In  four 
1^  there  had  been  a  complete  revolution  in  the 
nion  of  the  rulers  of  that  Government.  He 
nked  God  there  was  still  as  much  principle  in 
iptople  as  would  bring  these  gentlemen  buck  to 
» point  from  which  they  set  out  Mr.  N.  was 
[hly  offended  at  the  style  of  the  panegyric  pro- 
Bnced  by  Mr.  Dexter  on  his  constituents,  as  if 
'f  possessed  something  about  them  superior  to 
i  citizens  of  Virginia.  He  understood  that  the 
NDber  knew  nothing  about  Virginia,  unless  by 
ttt  he  had  seen  of  it  upon  that  floor;  and  he 
B»ted  that  he  found  nothing  here  that  could  su- 
ttize  80  derogatory  a  tone. 
^r-  DuTER  rose  a  second  time,  and  Mr.  Nicho- 
^oade  a  reply. 

*r.  SmuK.  The  people  of  Pennsylvania  are 
i^eli  educated,  as  intelligent,  and  as  sound  Re- 
Bwicana  as  any  of  their  neighbors.  As  to  the 
late  of  Massachusetts,  we  can  only  judge  of  it 
nhe  members  whom  it  sends  to  this  House.  Mr. 
^deelaredthat  he  had  not  been  able  to  trace,  in 
IJttr  conduct,  any  superlative  marks  either  of  abi- 
^1  <>r  of  virtoe.    Xhere  had  been  funded,  not  only 


a  debt  which  the  United  States,  oteed,  but  another 
debty  which  they  never  owed.  Had  not  these  mem- 
bers supported  this  system  1  Was  this  an  act  that 
demanded  the  confidence  and  gratitude  of  the 
public  1 

Here  Mr.  Clark  requested  to  be  heard.  **I 
thought,'*  said  he,  **  that  the  question  before  us  had 
been  something  about  tobacco,^ 

Mr.  Madison  professed  an  aversion  to  all  com- 
parisons ;  but,  if  they  must  be  made,  it  was  proper 
to  draw  them  with  the  strictest  regard  to  truth. 
He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Massuchu- 
setts  lately  op,  that  the  citizens  of  that  State  were 
good  Republlcan.s  but  so  were  the  citizens  of 
other  States.  Laws  were  fast  equalizing  the  man- 
ners of  American^  all  over  the  Continent;  and 
no  where  with  more  rapidity  than  in  Virginia. 
The  people  there  are  not  less  truly  Republican 
than  others.  There  had  not  been  a  single  insur- 
rection in  that  State,  since  the  first  Declaration 
of  Independence ;  nor  any  resistance  to  the  laws. 
Excine  had,  indeed,  been  very  unpopular  in  the 
Southern  States,  compared  with  what  it  was  in 
the  Eastern ;  but  for  this  there  was  a  very  good 
reason.  The  tax  was  not  only  one  to  which  they 
had  not  been  accustomed,  but  it  fell  much  more 
heavy  upon  the  Southern  than  upon  the  Eastern 
Stales,  where  it  was  likewise  familiar.  The  peo- 
ple of  Virginia  had  never  been  discontented,  even 
when  paying  heavy  taxes,  before  the  institution  of 
the  Federal  Government,  at  the  amount  of  taxes 
themselves.  Their  dhisatisfaction  arojM)  from  the 
knowledge  that,  at  that  time,  but  a  small  part  of 
these  taxes  went  into  the  Public  Treasury.  The 
Collectors,  in  raiMing  the  revenue,  speculated  upon 
a  bad  paper  medium,  and  by  certain  mancBuvres^ 
(which  the  member  did  not  explain,  but  whicb 
are  notoriously  known)  they  turned  the  greater 
part  of  what  they  received  into  their  own  pockets. 
This  was  the  only  reason  why  the  Virginians  had 
formerly  discovered  discontent.  As  to  the  subject 
before  the  House,  it  was  proper  to  choose  taxes 
the  least  unequal.  Tobacco  excise  was  a  burden 
the  mast  unequal.  It  fell  upon  the  poor,  upon 
sailors,  day-luborers,  and  other  people  of  these 
classes,  while  the  rich  will  often  escape  it  Much 
had  been  said  about  the  taxing  of  luxury.  The 
pleasures  of  life  consisted  in  a  series  of  innocent 
gratifications,  and  he  felt  no  satisfaction  in  the 
prospect  of  their  being  squeezed.  Sumptuary 
laws  had  never,  he  believed,  answered  any  good 
purpose.  Something  had  been  said  about  the  dif- 
ference between  direct  personal  taxes,  and  those 
raiiied  by  indirect  means,  such  as  excise  and  cus- 
toms. He  quoted  an  author  of  respectable  charac- 
ter, in  England,  who  estimated  the  expense  of  up- 
lifting direct  taxes  in  that  country,  such  as  the 
land  tax,  at  three  per  cent,  and  that  of  uplifting 
indirect  taxes,  such  as  those  of  excise  and  cus- 
toms, upon  the  whole,  at  thirty  per  cent*  This 
last  was,  perhaps,  an  exaggeration,  and  must  be, 


•  Some  jresra  ago,  the  expense  of  oollectlnff  the  revenues  of 
Britain  was  atraut  twu  millions  and  two  or  three  hundred  iboo* 
sand  pounds  of  Pennsylvania  currency.  The  expemte  has  since 
increased.  Some  taxes  do  not,  in  many  parts  of  the  eountrj^ 
defray  more  than  half  the  charge  of  oollecllng  them. 
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in  part,  a  conjectare.  But  sach  a  conjectare  proved 
that  the  proportion  upon  indirect  taxes  waa  at 
least  very  considerable.  Excise  had  at  first  been 
resorted  to  upon  a  few  manufactures^  The  deal- 
ers indemnify  themselves  at  the  expense  of  their 
customers.  At  the  same  time,  they  endeavored  to 
evade  the  duties,  and  thus  there  commences  a 
struggle,  whieh  has  many  bad  effects,  both  upon 
industry  and  public  morals.  In  Europe,  when  to- 
bacco is  excised,  the  Government  forbids  it  from 
being  planted.  [Some  years  ago,  the  British  farm- 
ers were  obliged,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  to  pull 
up  imd  burn  their  tobacco,  before  it  was  full 
grown.]  No  such  measure,  he  hoped,  would  be 
adopted  here,  but  it  was  hard  to  say  where  the 
subject  might,  one  day,  end.  Statesmen,  in  gene- 
ral, do  not  study  the  liberty,  the  virtue,  or  the 
comforts  of  the  people,  but  merely  to  collect  as 
much  revenue,  as  they  can.  Taxes  are  not,  for  the 
most. part,  the  work  of  patriotism.  An  excise  es- 
tablished in  America  would  discourage  the  emigra- 
tions from  Europe,  that  might,  at  this  time,  be  so 
much  expected.  He  was  determined  to  vote  against 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Baldwin  considered  that  we  had  only  a 
choice  0/ evils.  Upon  that  principle  he  preferred  a 
snufTtax  to  a  land  tax. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHONS  knew  a  time  when  the  land 
tax  of  Pennsylvania  cost  thirty  per  cent,  in  collecting 
it;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  officers  employed 
were  more  numerous  than  all  the  revenue  officers 
of  the  Federal  Government  at  this  day,  put  together. 
Mr.  P.  stated  the  former  to  have  been  about  two 
thousand. 
^  Mr.  GiLLOir,  adverting  to  some  former  speeches, 
did  not  rise  to  compliment  that  part  of  the  country 
which  had  sent  him  to  Congress.  His  constituents 
Were  men,  and  this  nngle  word  implied  that  they 
had,  like  the  rest  of  mankind,  the  common  virtues 
and  vices  of  human  nature.  As  he  had  only  been  a 
few  days  in  that  House,  he  did  not  pretend  to 
understand  the  present  quesUon  of  finance,  so  well 
as  gentlemen  who  had  devoted  weeks  or  months  to 
the  subject  He  was  against  both  excise  and  a  land 
tax.  As  to  the  clause  of  additional  duty  on  the 
importation  of  manu&ctured  tobacco,  he  feared 
that  this  was  bat  a  bit  of  gilding  to  cover  a  had 
pill. 

The  clause  referred  to  by  Mr.  Gillon,  is  in  these 
words : 

"  Re$olffed,  That  there  be  an  additional  doty  of  four 
cents  per  pound  upon  all  tobacco,  and  eight  cents  per 
pound,  on  all  snuff  imported  into  the  United  States.^ 

Is  this  the  return  to  gentlemen  who  establish 
manafactnrcs,  that  the  moment  the  wheel  is  set 
•going,  it  must  be  clogged  with  a  tax  ?  He  warned 
the  Committee  to  proceed  in  this  matter  with  cau- 
tion, lest  they  should  excite  a  spirit  of  discontent  in 
the  country. 

The  Committee  then  divided  on  the  question. 

For  the  tax  on  manufactured  snuff  and  tobacco 
65,  against  the  tax  34. 

The  Committee  then  rose.  The  Chairman  re- 
ported progress;  and  the  House  adjourned  till 
Monday  next 


MoHDAT,  May  5. 

A  memorial  of  the  sugar  bakers  of  the  ci^ 
Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  the  Hou'**^  t 
read,  praying  that  sugar  refined  within  the  UdI) 
States  may  not  be  subjected  to  the  excUe  k 
proposed  to  be  laid  by  the  report  of  the  CammiM 
of  Ways  and  Means  now  depending  before  j 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  who« 
committed  the  report  of  the  committee  appoint^ 
inquire  whether  any,  or  what,  further  or  od 
revenues  are  necessary  for  the  sapport  of  the  p 
lie  credit,  and,  if  further  revenues  arc  necessary, 
report  the  ways  and  means. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Ha 
that  tlie  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *" 
act  for  tlie  remission  of  the  duties  on  eleven  1m 
heads  of  coffee,  which  have  been  deslrovt'd 
fire,"  to  which  they  desire  the  concarrence  of  1 
House.  The  Senate  have  also  passed  the  hill  < 
titled  **  An  act  directing  a  detachment  from 
militia  of  the  United  Stotes,"  with  several  aoa 
ments;  to  which  they  desire  the  coocarrenei 
this  House. 

Mr.  Dexter,  from  the  committee  appointed,  f 
sented  a  bill  authorizing  the  Pbesidest  cw^  ^ 
United  States  to  lay;  regulate,  and  revoke  emk 
goes ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  rep>rt 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  peutina 
Samuel  Franklin,  William  T.  Robinson,  and  Ala 
ham  Franklin ;  VVhereupon, 

B^olvedf  hy  the  Senate  and  Eotue  of  R 
eentativee  o/the  JTnit^d  Statee  ofAmeriean  i» 
greu    asaembUd,   That   the    PREsmxirr  or 
UMiTib  States  be  authorized  to  direct  cleara 
to  be  granted  to  any  ships  or  vessels  belongit^ 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  which  are  f»ow  loi 
ed,  bound  from  any  port  in  the  United  State*  f 
any  port  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  an;t " 
in  the  resolution  for  laying  the  embargo  to 
contrary  notwithstanding :  Frovidedj  That,  wij 
the  Collector  of  either  of  the  districts  of  the  M 
States  shall  grant  clearances,  or  any  such  ve 
shall  sail,  the  owners  thereof  shall  give  mbc 
security,  to  the  satitifaction  of  such  Collector, 
she  sliall  not  unlade  her  targo,  or  any  part  iherej 
at  any  port  or  place,  previous  to  her  arrival  at ' 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

THE  PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  c< 
mittee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  snd  w« 
further  or  other  revenues  are  necessary  for  the  m 
port  of  Public  Credit,  and,  if  further  revenaw  «/ 
necessary,  to  report  the  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Tract  moved  that  the  number  of  cer>t«i  pj 
pound  to  be  kid  on  tobacco,  and  snuff  shall  be  \» 
blank.  . 

Mr.  W.  Smitr  saw  no  reason  for  leaving' outvt 
specification.  The  duty  was  not  too  high-  ^'j* 
amendment  was  in  reality  undoing  all  that  ta 
Committee  had  been  about  . 

Mr.  Tbact  stated  his  reasons.    He  understood 
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he  daty  on  IoImcco  wm  too  high,  ^nd  that 
snuff  too  loir. 

Giles  said,  that  the  price  of  the  raw  mate- 
rs two  cents,  or  two  and  an  half  per  pound, 
hat  so  large  ft  duty  would  alti^etber  knock 
le  manufacture.  He  repeated  this  opinion, 
ao?ed  that  tobacco  should  be  struck  out  of 
ill  and  snufif  stand  at  eight  cents.  The  rea- 
r  this  distinction  was,  that  the  planters  could 
ease  manufiusture  tobacco,  so  as  to  serve  their 
consumption,  but  they  could  not,  so  easily, 
snu£ 

.  FiTzsiMONs  apprehended,  that  it  was  proper 
Qty  should  be  reduced ;  especially  on  tobacco, 
herefore  approved  the  motion  for  leaving  the 
A  blank. 

*.  Smilib  considered  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tract 
%gular.  It  had  already  been  determined  that 
resolution  should  stand. 

r.  FrrzsiMOHS  explained  to  him  that  the  ques* 
decided  upon  Friday  was,  whether  the  resolu- 
ought  to  be  struck  out  entirely  ?  It  had  been 
nnioed  that  the  resolution  should  remain.  But 
as  to  the  quantum  of  duty,  the  discussion  re« 
led  open  to  the  Committee. 
tie  motion  of.  Mr  Tract  was  agreed  to. 
be  resolution  was  next  read,  for  a  duty  of  two 
s  per  pound  upon  all  sugar  refined  within  the 
ted  States. 

[r.  S.  Surra  moved  that  the  duty  on  sugar  should 
be  left  blank.  Mr.  W.  Smith  considered  this 
:tice  of  leaving  eyeir  duty  blank,  as  reversing  in 
stance  what  the  Committee  had  been  doing, 
b  motion  passed. 

Ir.  S.  Surra  moved  again  that  the  whole  sugar 
ue  should  be  struck  out  He  was  concerned 
^  manu&cture  of  refined  sugar ;  but  he  saw 
good  reason  for  giving  a  silent  vote  merely  on 
it  account.  The  land-tax  will,  in  due  time,  come 
be  discussed ;  and  there  are  very  few  members 
the  Committee,  who  are  not  landholders.  But 
A  vUl  not  prevent  them  from  giving  their  opin- 
io He  should,  therefore,  proceed  to  explain  his 
ttiments  on  the  present  resolution.  On  sugars 
King  he  had  for  several  years  been  sinking  mo- 
1'  It  was  not  till  within  the  last  year,  that  he 
ue  any  profit  by  the  adventure.  The  profits  on 
»  biuiness  were  very  precarious ;  and  he  had 
it  the  full  force  of  this  disadvantage.  The  small- 
t  mattention  on  the  part  of  the  person  appointed 

SQperiatend  the  manufiacture,  was  sufficient  to 
Ader  a  ^rhole  baking  totally  useless ;  though  it 
te  frequently  worth  five  hundred  pounds;  and 
^  had  twice  met  with  an  accident  of  this  nature, 
w  referred  to  the  objection  of  Mr.  Drxtbr,  where 
e  stated  that  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  advanced  as  a  fact 
■*t  £5,000  of  capital  were  necessary  to  pros- 
cate  the  manufiMture  of  snuSl  In  that  five  thou- 
v»l  pounds,  he  did  not,  as  Mr.  Dextbr  had  sup- 
^^  comprehend  house  rent,  or  the  wages  of 
^<UDejrmen,  or  the  purchase  of  machinery.  He 
^Ql  to  say,  that  five  thousand  pounds  were 
^ntial  for  Uie  purchase  and  the  support  of  a 
griper  stock  of  the  materials  of  the  manufacture, 
ue  would  have  gi^en  this  explanation  on  Friday ; 
^^  as  the  Committee  had  been  much  fatigued  by 


the  length  of  the  discussion,  he  did  not  wish  to 
controvert  the  position  of  the  gentleman  at  an  un- 
seasonable time  of  day,  when  members  were  im* 
patient  for  the  question.  He  now  declared  his 
meaning,  and  he  did  this  more  particularly,  that 
he  miffht  prevent  any  mistaken  notion  of  a  second 
assertion,  which  he  was  likewise  going  to  make. 
This  was,  that  in  order  to  carry  on  the  sugar- 
baking  manufacture  with  advantage,  there  was 
required  an  active  capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
This  was  exclusive  of  the  expense  of  pots  and 
pans,  and  the  apparatus  of  instruments  wanted  for 
the  actual  operation. 

These  would  demand  sixteen  thousand  dollars 
additional.  Even  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  ac- 
tive capital  would  not  be  sufficient,  but  a  man  who 
commanded  fifty  thousand  dollars  had  likewise 
the  command  of  an  extensive  credit  in  the  banks 
of  the  United  States.  He  assured  the  Committee, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  two  per  cent  duty,  the 
sugar-baking  would  require  a  double  amount  of 
capital,  to  what  it  formerly  did.  This  assertion 
he  illustrated  by  a  variety  of  arithmetical  calcula- 
tions. 

Thus,  said  Mr  S.,  when  a  man  of  property  has 
adventured  his  capital,  in  establishing  an  Ameri* 
can  manufacture,  yon  come  down  upon  him  with 
an  excise.  You  tell  him,  in  the  style  of  the  gen- 
tlen^an  from  Massachusetts,  whom  I  do  not  now 
see  in  his  place --[he  referred  to  a  part  of  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Dbxtbr  on  Friday  last]  we  have 
protected  you  for  some  time  past,  and  we  are 
therefore  entitled  to  treat  you  in  time  coming,  as 
we  please. 

Mr.  S.  argued,  that  this  was  no  enconragement 
to  a  merchant  to  hazard  his  capital  Gentlemen 
would  say,  that  nails  are  no  luxury ;  we  shall  not 
tax  thenL  He  considered  this  report  on  excise  as 
the  opening  wedge.  When  once  taxes  on  manu- 
factures have  begun,  where  are  they  to  stop  ?  He 
saw  not,  in  the  report,  any  notice  of  a  drawback 
on  the  exportation  of  sugar  manufiustured  in  Ame- 
rica. He  had  already  fully  explained  his  idea 
relative  to  an  excise ;  and  he  should  not  therefore 
trouble  the  House  any  farther.  One  of  the  chief 
reasons  fbr  which  he  had  risen  at  all  was,  that  he 
had  been  misunderstood  by  the  member  from 
Massachusetts,  as  to  the  amount  of  capital  requi- 
site for  the  erection  of  a  snuff  manufactory.  He 
was  satisfied  that  this  duty  would  end  in  the  ruin 
of  sugar-baking  establishments. 

Mr.  FrrzsucoNS. — Since  ever  he  had  been  in  a 
Legislative  body,  he  had  been  a  friend  to  the  ma- 
nu^turers  of  this  country.  The  gentleman  who 
spoke  last  had  not  convinced  him,  that  the  two 
cents  of  duty  would  make  a  double  capital  neces- 
sary, or  that  the  duty  would  demolish  the  manu» 
facture.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  duty  might 
be  so  modified,  as  not  to  injure  the  interest  of  the 
sugar-bakers.  There  would  be  adopted  a  proper 
mode  of  protecting  the  manufacture  by  non-im- 
portation duties  \  and  it  had  been  designed  by  the 
select  committee  to  give  a  suitable  drawback  on 
exportation.  He  said,  that  raw  sugars  were  at 
present  but  fifteen  shillings  per  hundred  weight. 
He  did  not  reckon  sugar  a  luxury.    It  was  an  ar- 
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tide  of  universal  consumption.  He  pledged  him- 
self to  the  Committee  that  unless  the  excise  could 
be  placed  on  such  a  footing  as  not  to  injure  the 
feelings  and  interest  of  the  manufacturer,  he  would 
Tote  against  it 

Mr.  MuHLENBBRO  (the  Speaker)  observed,  that 
he  was  also  engaged  in  the  business  of  refining 
sugar,  and  therefore  could,  in  some  measure,  speak 
from  experience.  The  Committee,  in  laying  these 
duties,  had,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  contemplated  a 
war;  if  that  should  take  place,  this  fund  would 
prove  fallacious,  because,  during  the  war,  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  the  raw  material  could  not  be 
brought  into  the  country  to  support  the  manufac- 
ture. This  had  been  the  case  in  the  last  war,  and 
whatever  reliance  gentlemen  might  have  on  the 
importation  of  sugar  during  a  war,  on  the  supplies 
furnished  by  successful  privateers,  that  was  insuf- 
ficient and  too  uncertain  to  enable  the  manufac- 
turers of  sugar  to  proceed  with  such  regularity  as 
their  business  required.  In  short,  it  would,  in  a 
great  measure,  stop  the  business,  and  induce  the 
owners  to  turn  their  capital,  at  least  for  a  time, 
into  other  channels.  He  was  also  of  opinion  that 
refined  sugar  already  bore  too  high  a  price,  owing 
to  the  high  price  of  raw  sugar,  which  was  much 
beyond  what  his  colleague  [.Vfr.  Fftzsimons]  stated, 
fifteen  dollars  per  cwt,  and  that  had  already 
lessened  the  demand  and  consumption,  which 
every  one  now  concerned  in  the  business  could 
testify.  If,  therefore,  two  cents  were  added  to  the 
present  price,  it  would  lessen  the  consumption  still 
more,  and  thereby  materially  injure  the  manufac- 
ture. He  further  observed,  that  owing  to  the  pro- 
bable capture  of  the  French  islands,  sugars  in  Eng- 
land must  be  very  low,  and  as  that  country  paid 
but  8s.  6d.  per  cwt  on  raw  sugar  and  a  drawback 
of  23s.  was  allowed  on  every  cwt  of  refined  sugar 
exported,  that  operated  as  a  bounty  and  enabled 
merchants  to  import  it  considerably  cheaper  than 
it  could  be  manufactured  here.  This  had  been 
the  case  last  year  in  the  Southern  States,  and  pro- 
bably would  ba  so  again,  unless  a  much  higher  duty 
was  laid  on  imported  sugars  than  the  Committee  at 
first  contemplated.  He  then  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  memorial  from  the  sugar  refiners  which  was 
this  day  read  in  the  House. 

The  memorial  was  read,  and  stated,  among 
other  particulars,  that  there  were  only  seventeen 
sugar-bakeries  in  the  United  States.  The  tax  was 
estimated  to  produce  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  and 
this  sum  the  profits  of  the  business  would  not  dis- 
charge. 

Mr.  FiNi)LBT  said  that  seventeen  houses  were  too 
small  a  number  to  protect  themselves  from  the  arm 
of  the  Legislature.  He  was  afraid  they  would  be 
crushed  by  their  duty.  The  member  went  into 
some  farther  remarks  on  the  bad  consequences  of 
this  mode  of  exacting  revenue. 

Mr.  Sedgwicc. — There  has  been  much  repeti- 
tion in  discussing  this  question.  The  member 
from  Pennsylvannia  [Mr.  Findlet]  had  said  that 
seventeen  sugar  houses  were  too  small  a  number 
to  rouse  a  general  sentiment  in  their  fovor.  This 
was  no  argument  at  all.  Everybody  made  use  of 
sugar,  and  every  one,  therefore,  was  interested  in 


having  it  as  cheap  as  possible.  As  to  the  pDpi 
ty  of  laying  an  excise  upon  oiano&ctareB,  a  In 
majority  of  the  House  have  already  declared  tht 
selves  in  fitvor  of  the  principle  in  general  If  th 
was  only  one  sugar  house  in  the  United  Sui 
and  only  one  inspection  required  for  colleetin?  I 
whole  fifty  thousand  dollars  expected  froiD  i 
tax,  Mr.  S.  would  like  it  so  mach  the  better.  T 
drawback  granted  in  Britain  upon  the  exportati 
of  refined  sugar  is,  in  reality,  a  bounty  on  the  i 
nufacture  of  the  article.  We  mast  take  care 
add  a  large  enough  duty  on  the  importatioo 
into  this  country,  to  counteract  the  effects  of 
British  bounty ;  and  this  precaution  will  be 
more  necessary,  as  our  American  refined  sa^r 
come  higher  on  account  of  this  excise.  Mach 
been  said,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  about 
pression.  What  do  gentlemen  propose  to  make 
this  trite  word?  If  they  will  reiterate  therran 
ments  on  this  question  over  and  over  again,  v] 
can  be  said  to  hinder  them?  If,  in  contempt  af 
experience,  gentlemen  persist  in  saying  that  ai 
cise  duty  is  paid,  not  by  the  customer,  but  br 
manufacturer  himself ;  and  if,  because  the  Les: 
ture  has  authority  to  lay,  when  they  pleasf. 
amount  per  pound  on  sugar,  members  ar^ei^' 
all  taxes  whatever,  it  is  impossible  to  g;ive  them  v 
satisfactory  answer.  We  know  that  every ihn 
may  bo  abused.  We  know  that  the  LegisVi 
have  it  in  their  power  to  lay  a  large  amount  of  dn 
on  every  pound  of  sugar ;  we  know,  at  the  su 
time,  that  they  never  will  do  any  such  thin§.     j 

Mr.  S.  Smith  explained.  He  did  not  mean  to » 
that  the  tax  would  be  augmented  to  an  unfimtK 
excess  upon  any  single  article ;  but  that  tis 
would  be  multiplied  on  all  manufactures. 

Mr.  SiaLiB  said,  that  things  of  this  sort  csa 
on  by  degrees.  Excise  was  at  first  light  in  Eaj 
land,  and  only  on  a  few  manufactures.  It  «r 
then  by  degrees  augmented,  and  extended  on 
soap,  candles,  leather,  starch,  and  an  endless  ma 
titude  of  other  articles.  The  cider  tax  continm 
as  unpopular  in  England  at  this  day,  as  it  «i 
when  first  imposed.  He  had  no  doubt  of  snch  i 
excise  being  introduced  here;  and  if  the  people! 
England,  so  long  familiar  with  heavy  taxes  ^ 
this  excise  on  cider  with  such  reluctance,  the  citi 
zens  of  the  United  States  would  still  less  submit  ti 
it,  and  their  discontent  might  be  attended  with  dtf 
gerous  consequences.  Will  not  this  set  of  r^^ 
tions  for  an  excise,  at  present  before  the  Cotnroi^ 
tee,  lay  the  foundation  for  an  universal  Americi] 
excise?  He  deprecated  the  system  in  genen| 
He  did  not  lay  the  fault  of  its  effects  upon  ibis  ff 
that  Government  They  were  ingrafted  in  tbi 
nature  of  the  thing  itself.  An  excise,  in  it«  Ter] 
outset,  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  fi^nion,  in 
dependent  of  the  extent  to  which  it  might  or  ni'^^^ 
not  be  carried,  and  whether  it  oppressed  the  mi 
nufacturer,  or  did  not  oppress  him,  by  making  bii 
house  liable  to  be  searched  at  all  hours,  it  violatd 
the  natural  sanctuary  of  domestic  life.  II  cthw 
a  number  of  artificial  crimes ;  an  additional  code 
of  laws  must  be  invented  in  order  to  punish  them; 
and  this  punishment  cannot  be  infiicted  with'xit 
the  ruin  of  American  citizens,  or  neglected,  with- 
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the  rain  of  American  excise  revenues.  What 
chiefs  have  not  excise  laws  produced  in  Eng- 
i  ?  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  form  a  new 
of  laws  in  which  the  British  subjects  have  lost 
protection  of  a  trial  by  jury.  Here  Mr.  S.  read  a 
sage  on  this  subject  from  Blaekttane^  which  is 
hese  words: 

All  trials  of  offences  and  fraads,  contrary  to  the 
i  of  the  excise,  and  other  branches  of  the  revenues, 
to  be  inquired  into,  and  determined  by  the'Com- 
.^iuaersof  the  respective  departments,  or  by  Justices 
the  Peace  in  the  countrv ;  officers,  who  are  all  of 
m  appointed  and  removable  at  the  discretion  of  the 
ivQ.  And  though  ouch  convictions  are  absolutely  ne- 
^arJ  for  the  due  collection  of  the  public  money,  and 
d  species  of  mercy  to  the  delinquents,  who  would  be 
oeii  by  the  expense  and  delay  of  frequent  prosecu- 
te by  action  or  indictment;  and  though  such  has 
lallv  been  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioners,  as  sel- 
m,  if  erer,  to  afford  just  grounds  to  complain  of  op- 
tion, yet,  when  we  again  consider  the  various  and  al- 
>^{  innumerable  branches  of  this  revenue,  which  may 
in  their  turns  the  subjects  of  fraud,  or  at  least  com* 
tint'  uf  fraud,  and  of  course,  the  objects  uf  this  sum- 
iryand  arbitrary  jurisdiction  ;  we  shall  find  that  the 
wer  uf  these  officers  of  the  Grown  over  the  property 
the  people,  is  increased  to  a  very  formidable  height." 
Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  was  not  fond  of  troubling 
ft  House  with  long  quotations,  but  the  present 
ime  exactly  to  the  point.  A  system  of  excise  was 
tDirary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constittition  of  a  free 
ittDtry,  and  in  opposition  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Dited  States. 

Mr.  Uatton  declared,  that  he  could  not  sit  in 
lence  to  hear  this  sort  of  reasoning.  Did  the 
eotleman  imagine  that  the  present  excise  was  to 
e  imposed  wantonly  ?  Are  we  not  in  great  ne- 
es8ity  for  money  ?  There  were  but  three  objects 
f  taxation,  commerce,  manufactures,  and  agri- 
alture.  The  first  had  been  pretty  well  burdened 
Ir^dy.  The  luxuries  of  the  second  were  now  to 
le  taxed ;  or,  in  other  words,  every  man  was  to  tax 
iim:>elf.  He  confided  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
iouse,  that  this  measure  would  pass.  If  this  re- 
duiion  were  to  be  struck  out,  what  shall  we  do 
Kit  i  Let  us  see  another  tax,  and  we  shall  choose 
Mwcen  them.  But  no  gentleman  can  show  any  ex- 
^dunt  preferable  to  that  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  S.  SainrB. — Raise  that  seven  and  an  half 
ptr  cent,  of  duty  on  wares  and  merchandise  to  ten 
ptr  cent. ;  that  will  do.  But  people  who  object  to 
I  bad  tax  are  not,  therefore,  obliged  to  find  a  bet- 
^  ill  its  pUce.  Any  abuse  whatever  may  be  de- 
feased in  this  way.  A  gentleman  from  Massa- 
^u^etts  [Mr.  Sbdowick]  bad  said,  that  as  there 
vcre  only  seventeen  sugar  houses  in  the  United 
BUtes,  it  was  so  much  the  better.  So  by  this  rule, 
it  was  no  matter  what  degree  of  hardship  was  im- 
po^cd  on  the  manufacturer,  provided  that  a  reve- 
liQc  could  be  got  by  it.  To  show  the  Committee 
^At  he  was  not  disposed  to  give  wanton  opposi- 
^'i  to  taxes,  Mr.  S.  informed  them,  that  the  ex- 
fi^  on  Bpirits  had  put  an  end  to  a  distillery  which 
o«  had  formerly  set  up.  The  building  was  now 
^ying  waste;  and  his  whole  expenses  were  cast 
tway.  But  of  this  he  had  not  complained  at  the 
tiiac,  and  he  did  not  complain  now ;  because  he 


was  convinced  that  the  excise  on  spirits  was,  upon 
the  whole,  of  advantage  to  this  country.  For  this 
reason,  Mr.  S.  had  submitted  without  reluctance 
to  the  ruin  of  his  distillery,  as  from  local  causes, 
the  excise  had  been  ruinous  to  the  distilleries  of 
the  Southern  States.  It  was,  taken  all  together,  an 
advantageous  measure,  and  he  cheerfully  submitted 
to  his  loss ;  but  now  he  found  they  were  to  come 
back  again  upon  him,  and  destroy  his  sugar  house, 
which  he  thought  somewhat  hard.  Mr.  S.  here  ad- 
verted to  a  mistake  that  he  had  made  in  a  former 
part  of  the  debate.  He  had  said,  that  it  required 
about  three  pounds  of  unrefined  sugar  to  make  one 
pound  of  refined  sugar.  This  was  a  mistake  ;  the 
proportion  of  unrefined  sugar  was,  he  believed,  less 
than  two  pounds ;  though  concerned  in  the  sugar 
baking,  he  knew  nothing  of  it  as  a  profession.  He 
never  had  set  his  foot  twice  within  his  own  house 
since  he  built  it 

[Several  members  had  adverted  in  the  course  of 
preceding  speeches  to  this  misstatement  by  Mr.  S. 
Smith.] 

Mr.  GoooHUE  did  not  think  that  two  cents  per 
pound  would  destroy  the  sugar  business. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  having  so  lately  trespassed  on  the 
patience  of  the  Committee,  had  not  intended  to  trou- 
ble them  again.  But  the  gentlemen  who  favored 
the  excise  system  wanted  to  make  it  pass  through 
the  Committee  with  an  eelat  which  it  did  not  de- 
serve. He  expressed  his  aversion  to  excise  in  gene- 
ral, because  it  was,  at  best,  from  its  essence,  insep- 
arably connected  with  vexation,  the  multiplication 
of  oaths,  of  false  informations  for  smuggling,  and 
acquittances  at  an  heavy  expense  from  such  accu- 
sations. The  moment  we  begin  an  excise,  that  mo- 
ment the  mischief  begins.  The  smallest  modicum 
of  this  sort  cannot  be  raised  without  oppression. 
Mr.  N.  adverted  to  the  idea  of  making  people  not 
only  pay  taxes,  but  /set  them.  It  was  firmly  his 
opinion,  that  direct  taxes  were  the  best,  both  as  be- 
ing the  least  expensive  in  the  collection,  and  as 
tending  more  than  any  others,  to  keep  the  attention 
of  the  people  strictly  fixed  on  the  way  in  which 
their  money  shall  bo  expended. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  spoke  for  a  short  time.  Gentlemen 
might  find  a  difficulty  in  answering  arguments, 
and  so  call  them  repetitions,  and  declare  them  not 
worthy  an  answer.  But  it  was  impossible  to  deny, 
that  excise  was  inconsistent  with  personal  lib- 
erty, and  the  spirit  of  the  American  Constitu- 
tion. Mr.  FiNOLCT  went  over  several  remarks  that 
have  already  occurred  in  the  course  of  this  discus- 
sion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  observed  that  the  general  ques- 
tion of  excise  had  been  canvassed  a  few  days  ago, 
and  therefore  gentlemen  employed  their  ingenuity 
to  very  little  purpose,  in  attacking  what  had  been 
so  lately  decided  upon.  If  objections  were  to  be 
made  to  every  tax,  and  every  sum  of  duty  was  to 
be  left  blank,  what  was  the  occasion  for  appoint- 
ing a  select  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means?  One 
gentleman  insisted  upon  striking  out  of  this  resolu- 
tion ;  another  on  the  striking  out  of  that  resolu- 
tion, till  in  short  they  would  leave  nothing  at  all. 
This  proceeding  reminded  Mr.  S.  of  a  story  in 
the  fables  <of  PhoeJrus.    A  man,  whose  head  was 
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covered  with  black  and  grej  hairs,  had  two  female 
friends.  One  of  them,  who  desired  that  he  should 
have  a  youthful  appearance,  carefully  puUed  out 
some  of  his  grey  hairs,  as  often  as  he  paid  her  a 
visit.  The  other  ladpr,  who  wanted  htm  to  look 
like  an  old  man,  was  mdustrious  in  pulling  out  the 
black  hairs.  Between  their  joint  endeavors,  he  be- 
came bald.  Thus,  said  Mr.  S.,  by  the  time  that 
every  gentleman  has  done  with  plucking,  we  shall 
have  nothing  of  the  report  left  It  was  needless  to 
make  reports,  if  they  were  to  be  thus  destroyed. 
All  the  waj's  and  means  that  had  been  yet  pre- 
sented, if  we  lay  the  land  tax  out  of  them,  are  lit- 
tle enough  to  serve  for  the  appropriations  already 
made,  ft  is  ^ery  easy  to  make  plausible  and  in- 
genious objections  to  every  thing.  But  plausible 
objections  produced  no  money,  which  must  be  had, 
and  had  immediately,  by  some  way  or  other.  A 
gentleman  [Mr.  S.  Smith]  had  said,  that  the  seven 
and  an  half  per  cent  of  impost  should  be  raised 
to  ten  per  cent  and  that  this  would  be  a  proper 
compensation  for  laying  aside  the  excise  system. 
That  was  indeed  but  a  sandy  foundation  to  build 
such  an  assertion  upon.  He  adduced  a  variety  of 
other  arguments  to  show  the  impropriety  of  this 
scheme  of  objecting  to  every  thing.  He  pressed 
the  Committee,  in  the  most  forcible  and  interesting 
manner,  to  consider  what  they  were  about,  and  what 
was  to  become  of  public  credit,  and  national  de- 
fence, if  they  refused  to  vote  for  the  requisite  sup- 
plies to  maintain  the  one  and  the  other. 

On  dividing  the  Committee  upon  the  foregoing 
motion  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  for  striking  out  the  whole 
resolution,  there  were  for  the  striking  out  25 — 
against  the  motion  85. 

Mr.  Lyman  voted  for  keeping  in  the  resolution, 
but  on  this  condition,  that  the  sum  should  be  left 
blank.    He  made  a  motion  to  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Skdowick. — If  the  fum  of  duty  be  struck 
out,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  what  is  to  be  the 
duty  imposed  on  refined  sugar  imported  from  Eng- 
land. If  the  duty  on  importation  be  too  high,  then 
by  driving  foreign  sugars  out  of  the  market,  we 
give  the  American  sugar  baker  a  monopoly  against 
his  customers  at  home.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we 
lay  too  little  duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
sugars,  the  foreign  manufacture  will  undersell  that 
of  America. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

The  next  resolution  in  the  report  was  read,  and 
is  as  follows : 

•*  Jte9olved,ThAi  afler  the  —  day  of—  every  per- 
son selling  distilled  spirits  or  wine,  for  coDsumption  oat 
of  their  own  dwellings ;  distilled  spirits  in  less  quantity 
than  twenty  gallons ;  wines  in  less  quantity  than  thirty 
gallons,  except  in  tlie  original  cask  or  package  in  whiab 
they  were  imported,  shall  take  out  licenses  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  such  distilled  spirits  and  wines,  and  shall  pay, 
annually,  for  a  license  to  sell  all  foreign  distilled  spirits, 
five  dollars ;  for  a  license  to  sell  all  wines,  five  dollars." 

The  resolution  passed  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Clark  then  informed  the  Committee,  that 
when  they  had  got  through  the  report,  he  had  a 
motion  in  his  hand  which  he  intended  to  Uy  be- 
fore the  House.  He  read  this  motion.  The  sub- 
stance of  it  was,  that,  over  and  above  all  duties  im- 


posed on  the  importation  of  foreign  oommodi 
into  this  country,  an  addition  of  ten  per  cent 
extra  duty  shall  be  Uid  on  all  articles  the  grov 
or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain. 
The  next  resolution  is  in  these  words: 

**  Buolved,  That  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fi 
thousand  dollars  be  raised  by  direct  tax,  for  the  j( 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-foor,  to  be  i 
portioned  among  the  States,  agreeably  to  the  rale  p 
scribed  by  the  Constitution." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ltxax 
striking  out  this  resolution.  He  observed,  that 
resolution  was  supposed  to  contemplate  a  land 
as,  in  the  abstract  of  the  report,  it  was  called  d 
taxes  on  land.  This  being  the  case,  he  should 
obliged,  from  not  only  a  regard  to  his  constfta" 
particularly,  but  in  a  general  regard  to  the 
Union,  to  make  a  motion  to  strike  out  the ; 
tion.  He  said,  that  he  had  a  different  opinion  on  tl 
subject  from  those  gentlemen  for  whom  he  had  t 
highest  respect,  and  whose  opinions  hs(^ 
many  occasions,  fully  coincided  with  his  own. 
should  not  now  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committ 
in  reconciling  this  seemine  inconsistency,  otben  ' 
than  by  observing,  that  ne  supposed  it  roost 
owing  to  the  variation  of  the  tenure  of  lands 
the  different  States ;  that  whilst  in  some  States 
lands  were  pretty  well  distributed,  and  held  ins 
parcels  by  those  who  cultivated  them,  in  otlv 
States  they  were  held  in  hu'ger  quantities  and  ni 
tivated  in  a  different  way.  A  tax  on  them  then 
fore,  which  in  the  one  case  might  be  considen 
unacceptable,  would  prolMibly  be  less  so  in  th 
other.  However,  speculative  opinions  in  quest' 
of  this  sort  were  but  a  feeble  opposition  to  £ict 
experiment  To  these  he  would  pray  the  al 
tion  of  the  Committee.  In  this  country,  some  ^ 
the  States  at  least  have  made  the  experiment  1 
had  proved  oppressive,  excited  discontents,  «flj 
even  convulsed  the  Government  The  ezperieM 
of  other  countries  did  not  furnish  much  more  & 
vorable  arguments,  if  his  recollection  and  inform 
ation  were  correct,  as  he  thought  they  were.  U 
the  Republic  of  Rome  they  never  had  a  land  ta 
It  had  its  odious  origin  under  the  tyranny  of  tb 
Emperors.  In  France,  they  have  no  land  tax 
This,  in  ftiat  country,  he  was  sensible,  was  covt 
plained  of,  but  it  must  have  been  because  tlM 
lands  were  held  by  the  nobility,  to  whom  it  pM 
ed  an  exemption  from  the  burdens  of  society,  tw 
from  that  cause  the  exemption  was  disagreeable  to 
the  people;  but  had  the  lands  been  of  s  diffiT&A 
tenure  there  would  have  been  no  such  compliiDt 
How  stood  the  case  in  England,  a  country  wbi^ 
every  species  of  taxation  was  carried  to  its  utm<» 
stretch?  Their  land  tax  was  a  mere  hifle  coo^ 
pared  with  their  other  Impositions ;  and,  trii^io?'' 
it  was,  they  embraced  every  occasion,  when  not 
pressed  by  particular  exigencies,  requiring  the  ut- 
most exertions,  to  lessen  it,  from  an  apprebenaon 
of  exciting  uneasiness  and  tumult  Indeed  he  aw 
not  know  but  it  might  there  be  deemed  a  mo^'^^^ 
relic  of  their  former  slavish  tenures.  Under  these 
impressions,  and  the  consideration  of  the  expc»* 
of  collecting  a  tax  of  this  sort,  he  hoped  it  ^o"''* 
not  now  be  resorted  to.     He  supposed  the  Seiec' 
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nnmittee  had  made  the  report  under  apprehen- 
us  of  more  danger  from  abroad,  than  was  said 
w  to  threaten  us.  We  are  now  told  that  affairs 
road  wear  a  more  friendly  aspect  He  hoped  it 
IS  the  case;  no  one  could  wish  more  sincerely 
in  he  did,  that  it  would  prove  so ;  but  if  it  should 
t,  neither  he  nor  any  American  would,  he  trust- 
,  be  averse  to  any  species  of  taxation  necessary 
our  defence  and  protection,  and  to  give  the 
lest  operation  to  our  whole  force.  He  did  not 
"get,  that,  in  discussing  the  business  of  ways  and 
iSDs,  it  had  been  said,  that  all  taxation  was  ob- 
tionable,  and  that  a  motion  for  striking  out  any 
rt  of  the  sum  necessary,  ouo;ht  to  be  accom  pa- 
id with  a  snccedaneum.  He  would  therefore 
^t  increasing  the  impost  duties,  foreign  ton- 
ge,  or  even  the  excise  duties.  The  impost  on 
my  articles  was  not  nearly  so  high  as  it  might 
dl  be  made ;  the  collection  could  be  made  with 
tie  additional  expense,  and  with  great  certainty. 
lere  need  be  no  new  oflBcers.  Interest,  policy, 
try  motive  conspired  to  abandon  this  tax  on 
id,  and  embrace  one  more  easy  and  convenient. 
i  said,  as  little  as  he  wished  to  see  the  public 
bt  increased,  and  nobody  had  a  less  desire  of 
ch  an  event,  yet  he  would  sooner  prefer  a  smalt 
in  for  the  possible  deficiencies  of  the  current 
ar. 

Mr.  Scott  rose.  Mr.  Clark  was  up  at  the  same 
De.  The  latter  gentleman,  observed,  that  he  had 
en  up  some  time  before,  but  he  was  so  small, 
It  gentleman  could  not  see  him.  He  did  not 
ject  to  a  land  tax,  considered  as  such,  but  he 
id  a  temporary  objection.  Did  gentlemen  con- 
ier  in  what  time  of  the  session  they  were?  The 
Qion  consists  of  fifteen  States  all  different  in 
eir  laws,  and  in  their  local  circumstances.  The 
nd  tax  was  a  matter  of  infinite  difficulty,  and 
Bttid  of  itself  require  at  least  a  month  to  discuss 

He  therefore  wished  that  it  might  lie  over. 
Ur.  Hkath  did  not  take  up  much  of  the  time  of 
tt  House  in  general.  But  he  rose  to  say,  that 
Kre  were  many  expedients  more  palatable  than 
W  tax.  Why  not  lay  a  tax  upon  all  kinds  of 
wpkeeperst  This  project  had  formerly  been 
*y  popular  in  Virginia.  Why  was  the  selling 
^vine,  &c.,  taxed  at  so  small  a  rate  as  five  dol- 
n? 

Mr.  SooTP  then  rose.  He  said  that  he  was  sur- 
^  at  their  calling  this  resolution  a  land-tax. 
» saw  no  such  thing  about  it  It  might  be  a  poll- 
^  He  was  informed,  that  it  was  mentioned  in 
K  preamble  as  a  land-tax,  but  he  was  to  look  to 
*«  resolution  itself,  where  he  certainly  saw  no 
Kh  thing.  A  land-tax  must  be  very  unequal. 
^  man  would  pay  as  much  for  ten  acres,  as  ano- 
«T  for  a  thousand.  He  recommended,  in  pre- 
sence, a  general  tax  on  property ;  no  matter 
jpether  by  land  or  water.  The  resolution  spoke 
f  tlie  Constitution.  He  knew  no  notice  taken  in 
[^Constitution  of  any  such  matter.  He  con- 
[oered  it  as  impracticable,  without  destroying  the 
'<»stitution,  and  how  it  could  be  levied  was  be- 
^d  his  comprehension.  He  did  not  concur  with 
"•■je  gentlemen  for  whom  he  had  a  great  respect 
r«femng  perhaps  to  Mr.  Smilib  and  Mr.  Nicho- 
3d  Cok.— 21 


LAS>  that  invisible  taxes  were  dangerous.  He 
could  see  nothing  of  that,  in  order  to  make  people 
happy,  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  goad  in  their 
sides.  He  could  not  imagine  that  American  liber- 
ty must  be  in  danger,  unless  American  citizens 
are  harassed  by  direct  taxes.  That  the  accounts 
published  from  the  Public  Treasury  very  fully 
showed  the  people  in  what  way  their  money  was 
expended,  and  the  people  had  sagacity  enough  to 
know  that  whatever  money  came  from  the  Trea- 
sury must  be  theirs.  If  they  do  not  like  the  way 
in  which  they  see  it  laid  out,  they  will  send  to 
this  place  other  men,  who  will  do  their  business 
more  to  their  satisfaction.  He  again  adverted  to 
there  being  no  notice  whatever  of  land  in  this  re- 
solution. [Mr.  W.  Smith  explained  that  there 
had  been  a  mistake  or  omission  of  a  word  in  print- 
ing the  report.]  Mr.  Scott  recommended  a  tax 
on  the  funds.  All  the  countenance  ever  given  to 
funding  systems,  in  all  the  countries  of  the  world, 
all  the  books  that  ever  had  been  written  about 
them,  never  could  convince  him  that  such  a  tax 
was  unjust  He  was  firmly  persuaded,  that  in  the 
exigencies  of  a  nation,  all  sorts  of  property  should 
be  taxed,  because  all  sorts  of  property  required  to 
be  defended.  He  was  quite  satisfied  that  all  pro- 
perty should  defend  itself;  that  is,  should  pay  for 
its  own  defenbe.  He  would  cheerfully  submit  his 
own  property  to  a  general  tax,  were  it  even  to  half 
its  value,  if  such  an  impost  were  necessary  for  the 
Independence  of  America. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  Clare,  and  Mr.  Sedgwick, 
spoke  a  few  words. 

The  Committee  rose  without  a  division  on  the 
resolution.  The  Chairman  reported  progress,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Tdesdat,  May  6. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  eleven  hogsheads 
of  coffee,  which  have  been  destroyed  by  fire,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  directing  a  detachment  from  the  Militia  of 
the  United  States  ;**  and  the  same  being  read,  were 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CorrTN,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts ;" 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  t^reed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  **  To  authorise  the  Prksidbnt  to  grant 
clearances  in  the  case  of  ships  or  vessels  now  load- 
ed, and  bound  to  any  port  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,"  with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ment, and,  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Jekbmiah  Wadsworth,  from  the  managers 
appointed  on  the  pari  of  this  House  to  attend  the 
conference  with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  amendment  depending  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  encourage 
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the  recruiting  seryice,'*  iD«de  a  report;  and,  the 
same  being  read,  was,  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

£e$olted,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

CLEARANCES  TO  CERTAIN  VESSELS. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment, 
disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  resolution  '*  To 
authorize  the  Pbrsidekt  to  grant  clearances  in  the 
case  of  ships  or  vessels  now  loaded  and  bound  to 
any  port  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope." 

The  message  was  read  to  the  House,  contain- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  bill  authorizing  the 
pRBSiDENT  to  grant  clearances  to  any  vessels 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States^  and 
bound  to  any  port  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
The  amendment  consisted  in  striking  out  the 
words  in  italics ;  which  made  the  bill  extend  to  all 
foreign  ships. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb  said  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  that  amendment. 

Mr.  FiTZSufOMs,  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Smilik,  and  Mr.  Boudikot,  spoke  each  a  few 
words. 

Mr.  Madison  was  ytrj  indifferent  as  to  the 
whole  nuitter.  The  amendment  made  it  worse 
than  it  was  before.  He  would  rather  lose  the  mea- 
sure than  concur. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  that  the  amendment  would 
open  a  door  to  all  sorts  of  imposture. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  it  was  very  easy  to  make 
amendments ;  but  gentlemen  should  cousider  what 
they  were  about  American  owners  would  be 
cautious  what  they  did ;  but,  as  to  foreign  vessels 
detained  in  the  harbors  of  the  United  States,  the 
consequence  was  easily  foreseen.  They  would 
be  driven  by  stress  of  weather  into  any  port  in 
the  West  Indies.  They  will  next,  for  half  a  joe, 
or  a  joe,  at  most,  get  a  certificate  declaring  the  ship 
unfit  for  proceeding  to  sea,  and  the  cargo  is  then 
sold. 

On  a  division — for  agreeing  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  yeas  83,  nays  40. 

PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  or 
what,  further  or  other  revenues  are  necessary  for 
the  support  of  public  credit ;  and,  if  further  reve- 
nues are  necessary,  to  report  the  ways  and  means. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Lyman  to  strike  out  the 
clause  relative  to  the  land  tax  being  under  con- 
sideration—  ^ 

Mr.  Skdowtck,  and,  after  him,  Mr.  Nicholas, 
made  various  observations  on  the  nature  of  direct 
taxes,  as  distinguished  from  those  of  a  different 
description.  The  former  gentleman  observed,  that 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  resembled  each 
other  more  closely  than  any  other  two  States  in 
the  Union ;  yet  the  method  of  levying  taxes  dif- 
fered yery  materially  in  the  two  States.  From 
this,  he  inferred  the  difficulty  of  fixing  a  general 
system  of  land  tax. 


After  having  considered  the  definition  of  "di- 
rect taxes,"  as  given  by  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Nicholas,]  and  after  commenting  oa 
the  opinion  of  certain  political  economists,  who 
held  that  all  taxes  ultimately  fell  upon  Und,  and, 
therefore,  that  those  which  were  imposed  on  it 
were  direct,  and  all  those  imposed  on  any  other 
subject  indirect,  Mr,  S.  proceeded  to  state  his  own 
opinion. 

He  said  that,  in  forming  a  Constitution  for  a 
National  Government,  to  which  waa  intrusted 
the  preservation  of  that  Government  and  the  ex- 
istence of  the  society  itself,  it  was  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  every  means  necessary  to  those  im- 
portant ends  should  be  granted.  This  wa.s,  in  fact, 
the  case  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
To  Congress  it  was  expressly  granted  to  impose 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises.  \t/  bad  b«ea 
universally  concluded,  and  never,  to  his  knov- 
ledge,  denied,  but  that  the  Legislature,  by  those 
comprehensive  words,  had  authority  to  impo^ae 
taxes  on  every  subject  of  revenue.  If  this  posi- 
tion be  just,  a  construction  which  limited  their 
operation  of  this  power  (in  its  nature  and  by  the 
Constitution  illimitable)  could  not  be  the  just 
construction. 

He  observed,  that,  to  obviate  certain  mischie£^ 
the  Constitution  had  provided  that  capitation  sdJ 
other  direct  taxes  should  be  apportioned  according' 
to  the  ratio  prescribed  in  it  If^  then,  the  Legis- 
lature be  authorized  to  impose  a  tax  on  every  sul^ 
ject  of  revenue,  (and  surely  pleasure  carriages^  as 
objects  of  luxury,  and,  in  general,  owned  by  those 
to  whom  contributions  would  not  be  inconvenient, 
were  fair  and  proper  subjects  of  taxation,)  and  a 
tax  on  them  could  not  be  apportioned  by  the  Coo> 
stitutional  ratio,  it  would  follow  irresistibly  tba^ 
such  a  tax,  in  this  sense  of  the  Constitution,  is  not 
**  direct*'  On  this  idea  he  enlarged  bis  reasoning, 
and  showed  that  such  a  tax  was  incapable  of  ap- 
portionment 

He  said  that,  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  form 
an  opinion,  there  had  been  a  general  concurrence 
in  a  belief  that  the  ultimate  sources  of  public  con- 
tributions were  labor  and  the  subjects  and  effecti 
of  labor.  That  taxes  being  permanent,  had  a  ten- 
dency to  equalise  and  to  difiuse  themselves  througlt 
a  community.  According  to  these  opinions,  a  ca- 
pitation tax  and  taxes  on  land  and  on  property  and 
income  generally,  were  direct  charges,  as  well  id 
the  immediate  as  ultimate  sources  of  contributioo. 
He  had  considered  those,  and  those  only,  as  dired 
taxes  in  their  operation  and  effects.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  tax  imposed  on  a  specific  article  of  per- 
sonal property,  and  particularly  if  objects  of  lux** 
ury,  as  in  the  case  under  consideration,  he  haJ 
never  supposed  had  been  considered  a  direct  tax, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  The  exH 
action  was  indeed  directly  of  the  ovrner,  but,  by^ 
the  equalizing  operation,  of  which  all  taxes  more| 
or  less  partook,  it  created  an  indiredt  chai^ge  on 
others  besides  the  owners. 

He  said  it  would  astonish  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica to  be  informed  that  they  had  made  a  Consti* 
tution  by  which  pleasure  carriages  and  other  olh 
jects  of  luxury  were  excepted  from  contributiog 
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0  the  public  exigencies,  vhich  was  andoabtedly 
he  case  if  the  reasoning  of  gentlemen  who  op- 
med  the  resolation  was  well  founded.  If  the  im- 
K^ition  of  a  duty  on  pleasure  carriages  was  a  di- 
tci  tax,  it  must  then  be  apportioned ;  but  as  se- 
renl  of  the  States  had  few  or  no  carriages,  no 
nch  apportionment  could  be  made,  and  the  duty 
if  course  could  not  be  imposed.  Such  a  construe- 
ion  was  inadmissable,  because  it  would  exempt, 
B  times  of  the  greatest  distress,  the  fairest  objects 
Icontribation  from  the  imposition  of  any  burden, 
f  there  was  doubt,  we  certainly  ought  not  to  in- 
line to  that  side,  which  at  the  same  time  it  might 
ompel  the  Legislature  to  impose  grievous  bur- 
tens  on  the  poorest  and  most  laborious  part  of  the 
ommanity,  shall  exempt  the  affluent  from  con- 
ributing  for  their  objects  of  distinguishing  enjoy- 
lents.  This  seemed  not  to  carry  into  effect  that 
ioctrine  of  equality  of  which  gentlemen  said  so 
rach. 

Mr.  Clark  complained  that  members  spent 
heir  time  upon  definitions,  when  business  de- 
unded  an  immediate  decision.  He  objected  to  a 
iroposal  from  Mr.  Sbdgwick  that  the  land  tax 
bould  be  agreed  to,  but  should  not  take  place  un- 
il  there  was  a  prospect  of  war.  He  hinted  want  of 
iffle  to  discuss  the  question,  and  would  hare  it  laid 
Bide  for  the  present 

Mr.  HiLLHODSE  obserred,  that,  laying  a  direct 
a  vould  doubtless  be  attended  with  many  diffi- 
olties,  but  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  altogether  im- 
rtrticable.  It  being,  however,  one  of  the  most 
ppressive  and  unequal  taxes,  ought  not  to  be  re- 
nted to  bat  in  die  last  extremity ;  that  great  cau- 
OQ  ought  to  be  observed  in  the  first  commence- 
Knt  of  the  business ;  and  the  system  that  may  be 
Btlly  adopted  ought  to  have  the  most  mature 
nd  deliberate  consideration  which  the  present 
t>ge  of  the  session  would  admit  of.  As  it  was 
roposed  that  the  tax  should  not  take  effect  but 
poa  the  contingency  of  a  war,  it  was  unnecessary 
)  i&j  it  at  this  time,  as  Congress  must  convene  be- 
>re  war  could  be  declared ;  and  the  members  of 
le  House  would  be  able,  from  the  course  of  events 
Bfing  the  recess,  to  judge  of  the  probability  of  a 
V,  aod,  if  appearances  should  be  threatening, 
ould  doubtless  revolve  the  subjects  in  their 
linds,  and  gain  all  the  information  in  their  power, 
id  come  together  much  better  prepared  to  digest 

intern  than  they  can  be  at  this  time.  The 
wple,  he  believed,  were  fully  sensible  that,  in 
^  of  a  war,  almost  all  the  resources  from  which 
»e  present  revenue  is  drawn  would  be  cut  off",  and 
at  there  could  be  no  other  resort  but  to  direct 
^^^  If  the  present  was  contemplated  as  a  war 
^  the  sum  of  $760,000  would  be  wholly  inade- 
ute,  and  the  cost  of  collecting  that  sum  would  be 
Sirly  the  same  as  to  collect  $3,000,000 ;  if  we  had 
5  war,  he  was  of  opinion  there  were  other  sources 
^  re?enue  sufficient  to  supply  the  present  exigen- 
^  and  that  we  ought  not  to  resort  to  a  direct  tax. 
<  hoped,  therefore,  the  resolution  would  be  strick- 

1  out 

Mr.  Dexter  concurred  with  the  two  gentlemen 
ho  spoke  last  as  to  striking  out  the  clause.  He 
^ught  it  an  unnecessary  incumbrance  upon  the 


other  taxes  agreed  to,  if  it  was  intended  to  be  post- 
poned in  its  operation.  He  said  a  land  tax  was  a 
tax  on  the  laborious  poor.  If  every  acre  is  to  pay 
the  same  tax,  it  must  prove  very  unequal,  as  poor 
men  generally  live  on  the  poorest  lands,  and  must 
pay  oppressive  taxes.  If  the  lands  ar^  to  be  va- 
lued, the  d^lay  and  expense  must  be  enormous. 
Lands  increase  in  value  very  unequally  in  differ- 
ent places,  and  the  proportion  will  be  forever  al- 
tering. He  had  been  told  that  two  thousand  per- 
sons had  once  been  concerned  in  apportioning  and 
collecting  the  land  tax  of  Pennsylvania.  He  said 
a  question  had  arisen  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
words  "  direct  taxes"  in  the  Constitution.  Before 
a  determination  be  had  for  or  against  them,  it 
ought  to  be  known  what  is  the  true  meaning  of 
this  phrase.  He  said  his  colleague  [Mr.  Ssock 
wick]  had  stated  the  meaning  of  direct  taxes  to 
be  a  capitation  tax,  or  a  general  tax  on  all  the 
taxable  property  of  the  citizens ;  and  that  a  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Nicholas]  thought 
the  meaning  was,  that  all  taxes  are  direct  which 
are  paid  by  the  citizen  without  being  recompensed 
by  the  consumer;  but  that,  where  the  tax  was 
only  advanced  and  repaid  by  the  consumer,  the 
tax  was  indirect  He  thought  that  both  opinions 
were  just,  and  not  inconsistent,  though  the  gen- 
tlemen had  differed  about  them.  He  tnought  that 
a  general  tax  on  all  taxable  property  was  a  direct 
tax,  because  it  was  paid  without  being  recom- 
pensed by  the  consumer.  Suppose  one  mechanic 
art  to  be  heavily  taxed,  and  others  not  taxe'd  at 
all.  This,  at  first,  will  be  oppressive ;  but  the  art 
being  necessary  in  society,  other  arts  must  con- 
tribute to  support  it  under  the  increased  burden. 
The  tax  will,  like  any  other  expense  necessarily 
incurred  in  the  manufacture,  be  added  to  the  price 
of  the  article ;  and  this  contribution  to  reimburse 
the  manufacturer  who  advances  it  will  make  it  an 
indirect  tax,  according  to  the  idea  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  If,  on,  the  other  hand,  all  mecha- 
nic arts  and  all  natural  subjects  of  taxation  are 
taxed  by  the  Legislature  in  due  proportion,  this  is 
a  direct  tax;  because  no  such  mvisible  contribu- 
tion is  necessary,  as  each  has  originally  borne  its 
proportionate  burden.  Mr.  D.  thought,  that,  if 
any  mode  of  taxation  be  permanent,  it  will  soon  be 
equal.  The  most  unequal  imposition  will,  like  a 
fluid,  soon  diffuse  itself  equally  through  all  the  pro- 
per and  natural  subjects  of  taxation.  Mr.  D. 
thought,  also,  that  direct  taxation  ought  not  to  be 
pursued  by  the  General  Government,  except  in 
time  of  war,  because  it  is  the  only  source  of  reve- 
nue for  the  support  of  State  Governments  and  pay- 
ment of  State  debts. 

Mr.  S.  Smfth  did  not  think  that  the  sums  in 
the  report  would  be  pressingly  wanted,  for,  in  the 
first  place,  he  had  no  fear  now  of  a  war,  and,  in 
the  second  place,  the  revenues  of  1794  would  ex- 
ceed those  of  1792,  from  which  the  estimate  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  been  ta- 
ken. There  would  be  a  greater  importation  in 
the  next  Fall  than  in  the  last ;  because  England 
was  overstocked  with  commodities  for  export, 
and  would  be  very  glad  to  trust  America.  He 
said  that  English  manufactures  had  been  sold  to 
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the  recruiting  seryice/*  m«de  a  report ;  and,  the 
same  being  read,  was,  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Betohedy  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

CLEARANCES  TO  CERTAIN  VESSELS. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment, 
disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  resolution  '*  To 
authorize  the  Pbesident  to  grant  clearances  in  the 
case  of  ships  or  vessels  now  loaded  and  bound  to 
any  port  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope." 

The  message  was  read  to  the  House,  contain- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  bill  authorizing  tlie 
PjUGSiDENT  to  grant  clearances  to  any  vessels 
helonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States^  and 
bound  to  any  port  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
The  amendment  consisted  in  striking  out  the 
words  in  italics ;  which  made  the  bill  extend  to  all 
foreign  ships. 

Mr.  S.  Smxtb  said  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  that  amendment. 

Mr.  FiTZSufONs,  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Smilik,  and  Mr.  Boudikot,  spoke  each  a  few 
words. 

Mr.  Madison  was  very  indifferent  as  to  the 
whole  matter.  The  amendment  made  it  worse 
than  it  was  before.  He  would  ratber  lose  the  mea- 
sure than  concur. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  that  the  amendment  would 
open  a  door  to  all  sorts  of  imposture. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  it  was  very  easy  to  make 
amendments ;  but  gentlemen  should  cousider  what 
they  were  about  American  owners  would  be 
cautious  what  they  did ;  but,  as  to  foreign  vessels 
detained  in  the  harbors  of  the  United  States,  the 
consequence  was  easily  foreseen.  They  would 
be  driven  by  stress  of  weather  into  any  port  in 
the  West  Indies.  They  will  next,  for  half  a  joe, 
or  a  joe,  at  most,  get  a  certificate  declaring  the  ship 
unfit  for  proceeding  to  sea,  and  the  cargo  is  then 
sold. 

On  a  division— for  agreeing  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  yeas  83,  nays  40. 

PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  or 
what,  further  or  other  revenues  are  necessary  for 
the  support  of  public  credit ;  and,  if  further  reve- 
nues are  necessary,  to  report  the  ways  and  means. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Lyman  to  strike  out  the 
clause  relative  to  the  land  tax  being  under  con- 
sideration—  ^ 

Mr.  Sbdowick,  and,  after  him,  Mr.  Nicholas, 
made  various  observations  on  the  nature  of  direct 
taxes,  as  distinguished  from  those  of  a  different 
description.  The  former  gentleman  observed,  that 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  resembled  each 
other  more  closely  than  any  other  two  States  in 
the  Union ;  yet  the  method  of  levying  taxes  dif- 
fered very  materially  in  the  two  States.  From 
this,  he  inferred  the  difficulty  of  fixing  a  general 
system  of  land  tax. 


After  having  considered  the  definition  of  "d 
rect  taxes,*'  as  given  by  a  gentleman  from  Vi 
ginia,  [Mr.  Nicholas,]  and  after  commenting  o 
the  opinion  of  certain  political  economists,  w^ 
held  that  all  taxes  ultimately  fell  upon  Und,  in 
therefore,  that  those  which  were  imposed  oo 
were  direct,  and  all  those  imposed  oo  any  otbt 
subject  indirect,  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  state  his  o« 
opinion. 

He  said  that,  in  forming  a  Constitution  for 
National  Government,  to  which  was  intrust< 
the  preservation  of  that  Government  and  the  t 
istence  of  the  society  itself,  it  was  reasonable  i 
suppose  that  every  means  necessary  to  tho^e  in 
portant  ends  should  be  granted.  This  was,  in  (ac 
the  case  in  the  ConsUtution  of  the  United  Sute 
To  Congress  it  was  expressly  granted  to  impof 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises^  It  bad  be< 
universally  concluded,  and  never,  to  his  knot 
ledge,  denied,  but  that  the  Legislature,  bj  tha 
comprehensive  words,  had  authority  to  impa 
taxes  on  every  subject  of  revenue.  If  this  pofi 
tion  be  just,  a  construction  which  limited  the 
operation  of  this  power  (in  its  nature  and  bj  tli 
Constitution  illimitable)  could  not  be  the  jiu 
construction. 

He  observed,  that,  to  obviate  certain  mischki 
the  ConKtitution  had  provided  that  capitation  u| 
other  direct  taxes  should  be  apportioned  accordip 
to  the  ratio  prescribed  in  it  If,  then,  the  Lc^^ 
lature  be  authorized  to  impose  a  tax  on  ererj  m 
ject  of  revenue,  (and  surely  pleasure  carriages,  j 
objects  of  luxury,  and,  in  general,  owned  by  tbtf 
to  whom  contributions  would  not  be  inconreoien 
were  fair  and  proper  subjects  of  taxation,)  and  i 
tax  on  them  could  not  be  apportioned  by  the  Coo 
stitutional  ratio,  it  would  follow  irresistibly  thf 
such  a  tax,  in  this  sense  of  the  Constitution,  is  nd 
*'  direct"  On  this  idea  he  enlarged  his  reasoDii^ 
and  showed  that  such  a  tax  was  incapable  of  il 
portionment  I 

He  said  that,  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  m 
an  opinion,  there  had  been  a  general  concurreuj 
in  a  belief  that  the  ultimate  sources  of  public  coi 
tributions  were  labor  and  the  subjects  and  effed 
of  labor.  That  taxes  being  permanent,  bad  a  td 
dency  to  equalise  and  to  diffuse  themselves  tbroo^ 
a  community.  According  to  these  opinions,  a  c^ 
pitation  tax  and  taxes  on  land  and  on  property  r 
income  generally,  were  direct  chaxges,  as  well 
the  immediate  as  ultimate  sources  of  contributu 
He  had  considered  those,  and  those  only,  as  di 
taxes  in  their  operation  and  effects.  On  the  otbi 
hand,  a  tax  imposed  on  a  specific  article  of  pc 
sonal  property,  and  particularly  if  objects  of  m 
ury,  as  in  the  case  under  consideration,  be  ha 
never  supposed  had  been  considered  a  direct  ta^ 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  The  ^ 
action  was  indeed  directly  of  the  owner,  but,  o] 
the  equalizing  operation,  of  which  all  taxes  0Ktf| 
or  less  partook,  it  created  an  indirect  charge  of 
others  besides  the  owners. 

He  said  it  would  astonish  the  people  of  Ada 
rica  to  be  informed  that  they  had  made  a  CoQ|^ 
tution  by  which  pleasure  carriages  and  other  o9 
jects  of  luxury  were  excepted  from  contnbuta| 
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)  the  public  exigencies,  which  was  andoabtedly 
le  ctse  if  the  ressoning  of  gentlemen  who  op^ 
66e<]  the  resolution  was  well  founded.  If  the  im- 
osite  of  a  duty  on  pleasure  carriages  was  a  di- 
xt  tax,  it  must  then  he  apportioned ;  but  as  se- 
enl  of  the  States  had  few  or  no  carriages,  no 
ich  apportionment  could  he  made,  and  the  duty 
f  course  cotild  not  be  imposed.  Such  a  construe- 
on  wag  inadmissable,  because  it  would  exempt, 
I  times  of  the  greatest  distress,  the  fairest  objects 
foontribution  from  the  imposition  of  any  burden. 
there  was  doubt,  we  certainly  ought  not  to  in- 
ine  to  that  side,  which  at  the  same  time  it  might 
)mpel  the  Legislature  to  impose  grievous  bur- 
ens  on  the  poorest  and  most  laborious  part  of  the 
MDununity,  shall  exempt  the  affluent  from  con- 
ibuting  for  their  objects  of  distinguishing  enjoy- 
lentB.  This  seemed  not  to  carry  into  effect  that 
Ktrine  of  equality  of  which  gentlemen  said  so 
(Qch. 

Mr.  Clahk  complained  that  members  spent 
leir  time  upon  definitions,  when  business  de- 
landed  an  immediate  decision.  He  objected  to  a 
roposal  from  Mr.  Sedgwick  that  the  land  tax 
wold  be  agreed  to,  but  should  not  take  place  un> 
t  there  vas  a  prospect  of  war.  He  hinted  want  of 
ne  to  discuss  the  question,  and  would  have  it  laid 
ide  for  the  present 

Mr.  HiLLRonsB  obserred,  that,  laying  a  direct 
X  vould  doubtless  be  attended  with  many  diffi- 
ilties,  but  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  altogether  im- 
fiKticable.  It  being,  however,  one  of  the  most 
^presfdve  and  unequal  taxes,  ought  not  to  be  re- 
lied to  bat  in  the  last  extremity ;  that  great  cau- 
te  ought  to  be  observed  in  the  first  commence- 
eot  of  the  business ;  and  the  system  that  may  be 
uDr  adopted  ought  to  have  the  most  mature 
k1  deliberate  consideration  which  the  present 
ige  of  the  session  would  admit  of.  As  it  was 
roposed  that  the  tax  should  not  take  effect  but 
pon  the  contingency  of  a  war,  it  was  unnecessary 
*ky  it  at  this  time,  as  Congress  must  convene  he- 
re 7ar  could  be  declared ;  and  the  members  of 
«  House  would  be  able,  from  the  course  of  events 
iring  the  recess,  to  judge  of  the  probability  of  a 
ir,  and,  if  appearances  should  be  threatening, 
OQJd  doubtless  revolve  the  subjects  in  their 
iods^  and  gain  all  the  information  in  their  power, 
id  come  together  much  better  prepared  to  digest 
system  than  they  can  be  at  this  time.  The 
»pie,  he  believed,  were  fully  sensible  that,  in 
0e  of  a  war,  almost  all  the  resources  from  which 
e  present  revenue  is  drawn  would  be  cut  off,  and 
*t  there  could  be  no  other  resort  but  to  direct 
xei  If  the  present  was  contemplated  as  a  war 
I,  the  sum  of  $760,000  would  be  wholly  inade- 
ttte,  and  the  cost  of  collecting  that  sum  would  be 
^y  the  same  as  to  collect  $3,000,000 ;  if  we  had 
\  »ar,  he  was  of  opinion  there  were  other  sources 
revenue  sufficient  to  supply  the  present  exigen- 
\  snd  that  we  ought  not  to  resort  to  a  direct  tax. 
e  hoped,  therefore,  the  resolution  would  be  strick- 

lOQt 

Mr.  Dexter  concurred  with  the  two  gentlemen 
1^0  spoke  last  as  to  striking  out  the  clause.  He 
^ght  it  an  tmuecessary  incumbrance  upon  the 


other  taxes  agreed  to,  if  it  was  intended  to  be  post- 
poned in  its  operation.  He  said  a  land  tax  was  a 
tax  on  the  laborious  poor.  If  every  acre  is  to  pay 
the  same  tax,  it  must  prove  very  unequal,  as  poor 
men  generally  live  on  the  poorest  lands,  and  must 
pay  oppressive  taxes.  If  the  lands  ar^  to  be  va- 
lued, the  d^lay  and  expense  must  be  enormous. 
Lands  increase  in  value  very  unequally  in  differ- 
ent places,  and  the  proportion  will  be  forever  al- 
tering. He  had  been  told  that  two  thousand  per- 
sons had  once  been  concerned  in  apportioning  and 
collecting  the  land  tax  of  Pennsylvania.  He  said 
a  question  had  arisen  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
words  *'  direct  taxes''  in  the  Constitution.  Before 
a  determination  be  had  for  or  against  them,  it 
ought  to  be  known  what  is  the  true  meaning  of 
this  phrase.  He  said  his  colleague  [Mr.  Sedo- 
wick]  had  stated  the  meaning  of  direct  taxes  to 
be  a  capitation  tax,  or  a  general  tax  on  all  the 
taxable  property  of  the  citizens ;  and  that  a  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Nicholas]  thought 
the  meaning  was,  that  all  taxes  are  direct  which 
are  paid  by  the  citizen  without  being  recompensed 
by  the  consumer;  but  that,  where  the  tax  was 
only  advanced  and  repaid  by  the  consumer,  the 
tax  was  indirect  He  thought  that  both  opinions 
were  just,  and  not  inconsistent,  though  the  gen- 
tlemen had  differed  about  them.  He  tnought  that 
a  general  tax  on  all  taxable  property  was  a  direct 
tax,  because  it  was  paid  without  being  recom- 
pensed by  the  consumer.  Suppose  one  mechanic 
art  to  be  heavily  taxed,  and  others  not  taxdd  at 
all.  This,  at  first,  will  be  oppressive ;  but  the  art 
being  necessary  in  society,  other  arts  must  con- 
tribute to  support  it  under  the  increased  burden. 
The  tax  will,  like  any  other  expense  necessarily 
incurred  in  the  manufacture,  be  added  to  the  price 
of  the  article ;  and  this  contribution  to  reimburse 
the  manufacturer  who  advances  it  will  make  it  an 
indirect  tax,  according  to  the  idea  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  If,  on.  the  other  hand,  all  mecha- 
nic arts  and  all  natural  subjects  of  taxation  are 
taxed  by  the  Legislature  in  due  proportion,  this  is 
a  direct  tax;  because  no  such  mvisible  contribu- 
tion is  necessary,  as  each  has  originally  borne  its 
proportionate  burden.  Mr.  D.  thought,  that,  if 
any  mode  of  taxation  be  permanent,  it  will  soon  be 
equal.  The  most  unequal  imposition  will,  like  a 
fluid,  soon  diffuse  itself  equally  through  all  the  pro- 
per and  natural  subjects  of  taxation.  Mr.  D. 
thought,  also,  that  direct  taxation  ought  not  to  be 
pursued  by  the  General  Government,  except  in 
time  of  war,  because  it  is  the  only  source  of  reve- 
nue for  the  support  of  State  Governments  and  pay- 
ment of  State  debts. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  did  not  think  that  the  sums  in 
the  report  would  be  pressingly  wanted,  for,  in  the 
first  place,  he  had  no  fear  now  of  a  war,  and,  in 
the  second  place,  the  revenues  of  1794  would  ex- 
ceed those  of  1792,  from  which  the  estimate  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  been  ta- 
ken. There  would  be  a  greater  importation  in 
the  next  Fall  than  in  the  last ;  because  England 
was  overstocked  with  commodities  for  export, 
and  would  be  very  glad  to  trust  America.  He 
said  that  English  manufactures  had  been  sold  to 
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America  forty  per  cent  cheaper  during  this  Spring 
than  in  last  Fall.  Twenty-five  per  cent,  discount 
had  been  given  for  ready  money,  and  fifteen  per 
cent  for  a  good  bill  on  London  at  six  months. 
These  facts  he  knew.  He  rejoiced  to  think  that 
the  product  of  the  excise  now  before  the  House 
would  go  to  the  destruction  of  the  National  Debt 
He  wished  for  a  committee  to  report  what  had 
been  done  already  in  the  matter  of  ways  and 
means.  He  said  that  England  would  be  glad  to 
give  credit  to  America,  as  she  was  at  war  with 
France,  and  her  commerce  had  thence  become  so 
uncertain. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  said  that,  if  the  revenue  of  1794 
were  equal  to  that  of  1792,  it  would  alter  his  ideas 
of  the  land  tax. 

Mr.  MuKRAT  thought  it  best  to  strike  out  the 
resolution.  The  resolution  did  not  specifically 
hold  out  the  idea  of  a  land  tax ;  but  it  was  well 
understood  that  a  land  tax  was  its  object  Any 
gentleman  might  hereafter  bring  forward  this  ob- 
ject, which  was  both  novel  and  complicated.  It 
was  of  importance  enough  to  deserve  a  separate 
bill,  and  a  distinct  discussion.  His  general  im- 
pression was  at  present  against  a  land  tax,  and 
his  difBculties  arose  from,  perhaps,  the,  crudeness 
of  the  plans  which  he  had  yet  heard.  Certain  ic 
was,  that,  when  we  reflected  on  the  various  value 
of  land,  in  different  parts  of  the  Union,  the  per- 
petual fluctuation  arising  from  progressive  im- 
provement in  this  great  object  of  industry,  and 
clashing  of  landed  interests  from  these  considera- 
tions, we  shall  find  that  there  will  be  great  diffi- 
culty in  organizing  this  tax.  By  voting  to  strike 
out  the  resolution  at  present,  we  do  not  ultimately 
abandon  a  view  of  this  object — the  taxes  already 
agreed  to  may  be  immediately  formed  into  shape 
by  a  bill — we  shall  accelerate  the  public  business, 
and  not  necessarily  give  up  this  tax.  At  present, 
he  was  against  the  tax  on  land,  but  would  not  say 
how  he  should  be,  if  a  system  could  be  suggested 
that  would  remove  the  difficulties  he  at  present 
foresaw. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  differed  from  Mr.  S.  Smith.  There 
would  be  a  deficiency  of  at  least  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Revenue  would  diminish  for  im- 
ports. It  would  diminish  for  exports.  The  ex- 
penses of  individuals  also  would  diminish.  It  had 
been  recommended  that  we  should  not  go  into  the 
land  tax  at  present,  on  acccount  of  the  difficulty 
of  ascertaining  it  He  thought  this  a  proper  rea- 
son for  going  into  it,  that  gentlemen  might  have 
an  opening  view  of  the  subject,  and  be  preparing 
their  minds  for  its  final  discussion  at  some  future 
period. 

On  dividing  the  Committee,  on  the  motion  for 
striking  out  this  clause  for  a  land  tax,  seventy  gen- 
tlemen rose.  The  nays  were  not  counted.  So  the 
motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  to  strike  out  the  following  re- 
solution in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means : 

*•  Jtenolved,  That,  after  the day  of ,  every 

person  keeping  a  carriage  for  the  conveying  of  persons 
for  their  own  use,  shall  notify  the  same  at  some  office, 
which  may  be  designated  for  the  purpose,  and  shall  pay 


annually,  for  a  coach,  ten  dollars ;  for  a  chariot^  eigb 
for  any  other  four-wheeled  carriage,  six ;  for  a  chaise 
other  two-wheeled  carriage,  two.  With  an  additioo 
one- fourth,  where  two  carriages  shall  be  kept  by  a 
person ;  of  one-third,  where  three  carriages  shall  i 
Kept  by  one  person ;  and  of  one-half,  where  more  tu 
three  carriages  are  kept  by  the  same  peraoo." 

On  dividing  the  Committee,  there  were  for  u 
motion  33,  against  it  44. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  next  moved  that  the  last  par 
graph  of  this  resolution,  charging  an  addition 
duty  where  two  carriages  are  kept^  should  be  stm( 
out 

Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  Ltman,  and  Mr.  Smilxe, 
for  letting  the  clause  stand. 

Mr.|S.  Smith  was  for  striking  out  the  claui 
He  disliked  the  tax.  In  some  States,  there  we 
no  carriages  at  all.  It  had  been  noticed,  on  a  f{ 
mer  day,  that  there  were  none  ia  VermoDt 
Kentucky.  The  members  of  these  States  wei 
therefore,  voting  for  a  tax  on  their  sister  Stat 
which  they  were  not  to  pay  a  share  of  thcmselr^ 
This  was  one  objection  to  the  matter.  Besidi 
this  was  a  tax  on  population.  A  youn^  man  (sa 
Mr.  S.)  gets  a  wife  and  a  carriage  to  drive  her 
church  in.  You  tax  him.  In  due  time,  he  has 
number  of  children,  and  must  have  a  second  car 
riage  for  giving  them  an  airing.  You  tax  hi^ 
Thus,  sir,  you  tax  a  person  for  doing  jou  the  gr& 
est  service  that  can  be  done  you — ^Ibr  peopli 
your  country. 

Mr.  Ambs  said  it  had  been  proved  hy  the  infc 
mation  from  some  gentleman  that,  in  the  Sou  the 
States,  a  carriage  was  not  always  a  mark  of  wtalt 
but  that  it  was  a  necessary  article,  lie  was  J 
striking  out  the  clause.  1 

Mr.  W.  SMrrH  ridiculed  the  paragraph  alto^^th^ 
in  very  pointed  terms.  If  we  are  to  tax  a  sect) 
carnage,  we  may  as  well  tax  a  second  glass  of  wh 
key,  a  second  bottle  of  Madeira,  a  second  hundr 
acres  of  land  that  any  man  possessed,  a  seco 
looking-glass  in  his  house,  a  second  pinc^  of  sdm 
or  a  second  quid  of  tobacco. 

Ills  motion  for  striking  out  the  clause  was  a 
ried — ayes  40,  noes  33. 

Mr.  Macon  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  for 
excise  upon  porter,  beer,  and  cider.  He  had 
long  arguments  to  advance  on  this  head. 
should  state,  as  it  arose  in  his  mind,  a  clear  p 
ciple  of  justice  that  dictated  this  resolution.  In 
Southern  States,  cider,  during  a  great  part 
the  year,  would  not  keep.  It  was  therefore 
tilled  into  brandy,  and  paid  a  duty.  But  it  was 
equitable  that  some  parts  of  the  Union  should  ha 
cider  and  malt  liquors,  all  round  the  year,  du 
free,  while  others  paid  a  duty  for  almost  all  t 
liquor  which  they  made  use  of.  He  would  til 
wise  move  to  repeal  the  tax  on  brandy  made  frKj 
cider,  that,  when  the  cider  itself  had  paid  a  dui 
it  might  not  be  overloaded  by  a  second  exci| 
Ilis  idea  was  very  plain.  If  it  could  be  accoi 
plished  without  much  opposition,  he  was  satisti^ 
If  otherwise,  he  should,  on  this,  as  on  all  fi>ri^ 
occasions,  sudmit,  with  respectful  silence,  to  t\ 
sentiments  of  the  majority. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjoume<| 
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rhe  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **An 
i  for  the  remisaioQ  of  the  duties  on  eleven  hoge- 
ids  of  coffee,  which  bad  been  destroyed  by  fire," 
8  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
The  Hoase,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
lolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
)use  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
Ln  act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  head-land 
Cape  Hatteraa,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Ocra- 
ek  Island,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolia ;"  and, 
ter  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
ined the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Parker  reported  that 
e  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
leratioD,  and  made  several  amendment  thereto ; 
tieh  he  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where 
e  same  were  severally  twice  sead,  and  agreed  to 
r  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments, 
)  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
At  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An 
It  Boppiementary  to  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
efcDee  of  certain  ports  and  habors.  in  the  United 
tales,'*  with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire 
le  coDeurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
littee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Mnmittee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  or 
liat,  farther  or  other  revenues  are  necessary  for 
le  sopport  of  the  public  credit ;  and,  if  further 
irenues  are  necessary,  to  report  the  ways  and 
ieaoii. 

The  Committee  then  took  into  consideration  the 
Molations  of  Mr.  Macok. 

The  first  of  which  was  that  a  duty  of be 

ud  upon  every  gallon  of  malt  beer  and  porter 
nde  ia  the  United  States. 

It  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  44  against  28. 

Mr.  Clark  said,  tliat  if  this    resolution    had 

■ned.  he  would  have  laid  some  new  ones  on  the 

ible,  for  the  taxing  of  negroes  and  twenty  other 

kings. 

The  second  resolution^  was,  that  a  duty  of 

» laid  npon  every  gallon  of  beer  or  porter  im- 
ttrted  into  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said  that  there  was  already  a 
wty  npon  it  amounting  to  a  prohibition ;  and 
i^e  or  none,  unless  when  smuggled,  came  into  the 
loontry. 

Mr.  S.  SmTH  was  persuaded  that  the  gentleman 
»*8  mistaken.  Vast  quantities  of  London  porter 
ifere  «old  in  America. 

Mr.  )lAcoir  said  that,  as  the  first  resolution  for 
ttcUing  malt  liquors  was  rejected,  he  considered 
we  swond  as  falling  of  course. 

The  third  resolution  was  for  laying  a  duty  of 
|~~7'  per  gallon  upon  all  cider  manufactured  in  the 
united  States,  and  the  fourth,  which  was  connect- 
w  with  and  dependent  upon  it,  was,  for  withdraw- 
io?>  if  the  third  resolution  passed,  all  excise  duties 
now  paid  on  distilling  cider  into  brandy. 

Mr.  Madisoh  was  against  all  proposals  of  this 


Mr.  Nicholas  approved  of  the  resolution.  To 
obviate  the  charge  of  inconsititency,  he  thought  it 
better  to  bring  a  general  excise  on  the  people  at 
once,  and  try  whether  they  would  submit  to  it,  or 
not,  than  to  endeavor  to  bring  it  on  them  by  imper- 
ceptible degrees. 

Mr.  KiTTERA.  The  present  tax  was  evidently 
impracticable.  We  had  been  told  [by  Mr.  Nicho- 
las] that  Massachusetts  made  rum  for  all  the  rest 
of  the  States.  Another  State  manufactures  peach 
brandy ;  so  the  one  may  serve  as  a  balance  against 
the  other.  A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Smilie]  had  repeatedly  told  the  House,  that  the 
tax  on  spirits  was  unpopular.  It  was  not  so  in 
that  part  of  the  country  (the  district  of  Lancas- 
ter) which  he  had  the  honor  of  representing ;  nor 
did  he  believe  that  it  was  unpopular  in  general. 
The  excise  on  cider  never  can  be  carried  into  ex- 
ecution. We  have  been  told  that  every  family  in 
Virginia  make  their  own.  It  is  vain  to  hope  that 
any  man  will  be  brought  to  levy  the  excise  upon 
himself;  in  what  way  then  are  we  to  collect  this 
tax,  in  case  it  were  possible  that  the  resolution 
should  pass  the  House  1  We  must  import  collec- 
tors, and  we  shall  need  almo.st  as  many  as  we  have 
of  landholders ;  as  there  is  commonly  a  distillery 
in  every  apple  orchard  of  Virginia.  Viewing  the 
whole  resolution  as  one  that  must  end  in  nothing, 
he  wished  to  get  rid  of  it  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Mr.  Smilie  declared  that  the  tax  was  unpopular 
in  the  country. 

Mr.  FwDLET  entered  into  the  general  conse- 
quences of  an  excise,  which  were,  he  was  convinced, 
of  a  most  destructive  nature. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  replied,  that  this  excise  was  not 
unpopular  in  the  Lancaster  district,  a  fact  of  which 
he  most  be  permitted  to  say,  that  he  had  the  best 
opportunities  of  judging.  He  believed  that  the 
excise  was  chiefly  disliked  on  the  Western  fron- 
tier of  the  country,  where  the  people  were  many 
of  them  emigrants,  and  who  never  had  been  ac- 
customed before  to  a  tax  of  this  sort ;  but  it  was 
far  from  being  disapproved  in  other  parts  of  the 
SUte. 

Mr.  Clark  asked  what  the  motion  before  the 
Committee  was  ? 

It  was  read  by  the  Chairman,  and  proposed  that 
a  doty  of  — -  per  gallon  be  laid  on  the  cider  ma- 
nufactured in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clark  then  observed,  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  have  conjectured,  from  the  speeches  of 
gentlemen,  of  what  the  motion  before  the  Com- 
mittee consisted.  One  [Mr.  Nicholas]  argues 
against  all  excise  as  opprcHsive ;  and  that,  the  only 
way  to  make  it  universal  was  to  bring  it  on  by  de- 
grees. On  this  account,  he  votes  for  an  excise  upon 
cider.  This  is  his  logic.  The  gentleman  behind 
me,  said  Mr.  C,  (referring  to  Mr.  Fwdley)  ia  an- 
other enemy  to  excise ;  and  he  would  also  vote  for 
this  cider  duty;  only  that  he  says  his  conscience 
won't  let  him.  Mr.  C.  closed  his  speech  by  de- 
claring that  such  sort  of  arguments  were  entirely 
beyond  his  comprehension. 

Mr.  Sedgwick.  After  what  has  appeared  this 
day,  no  man  ought  to  bo  astonished  at  any  politi- 
cal inconsistencies.    Gentlemen  in  this  very  Com- 
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mittee,  but  a  few  days  since,  had  voted  aeainst  a    cents  per  bushel  npon  salt,  the  House  divided,  and 
tax  on  loaf  sugar,  to  be  collected  from  ue  pro-    it  was  declared  to  be  negatived  bv  a  majority  of  ooJ 


prietors  of  seventeen  sugar-houses,  and  this  be 
cause  it  would  be  oppre5)aive  to  those  on  whom  it 
was  immediately  to  operate;  and  yet,  those  very 
gentlemen  who  had  then  felt  and  expressed  such 
strong  sensibility,  were  now  rising  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  same  species  of  oppression  to  almost 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States.  What,  he 
asked,  was  the  pretence  for  this  apparent  incon- 
sistency? This  very  extraordinary  reason  was 
given  for  it  It  would  equalize  the  burden  of  ex- 
cise in  the  different  States.  How  is  the  fact? 
Massachusetts  will  perhaps  contribute  as  much  in 
excise  on  cider,  as  any  State,  certainly  incom- 
parably more  than  any  to  the  South  of  this. 
What  was  her  present  proportion  of  contribution 
to  the  duties  of  excine  ?  It  was  nearly  two-fifths 
of  the  whole  contribution  of  all  the  States.  It 
was  conRiderably  more  than  double  what  was  paid 
by  the  State  of  Virginia,  although  the  population 
of  that  State  was  almost  double  to  tliat  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  would  have  thought  that  this  de- 
bate would  have  been  proper  enough  had  we  been 
on  the  question  of  the  repeal  of  excise  laws.  But 
as  we  are  npon  laying  a  tax  on  cider,  he  certainly 
thought  this  conversation  should  have  been  restrict- 
ed more  clonelv  to  that  subject 

Mr.  Ames  observed,  that  there  was  not  a  single 
distillery  of  the  kind  referred  to  in  Massachusetts, 
till  after  the  excise  law  had  been  passed.  They 
are  at  present  numerous.  It  is  strange  that  a  ma- 
nufacture should  thrive  so  extremely  under  op- 
pi:ession,  and  that  the  more  it  was  oppressed,  the 
moreJt  flourished.  This  statement,  as  to  the  dis- 
tilleries of  Massachusetts,  demonstrated  that  the 
whole  arguments  about  the  bad  effects  of  an  ex- 
cise were  a  mere  delusion.  The  manufacturer  is 
richer  than  he  was  before  the  excise  was  laid. 
Numerous  objections  had  been  advanced  against 
it,  from  its  ruinous  consequences  in  another  coun- 
try, arising  out  of  the  priviieffea  of  excisemen, 
and  their  right  of  entering  the  dwelling  houses  of 
all  people,  at  the  most  unseasonable  hours.  Every 
precaution  had  been  adopted  by  the  American 
I^egislature,  that  they  could  devise,  to  prevent 
inconvenience  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  and  it  was  not  fair  to  argue  from  the 
abuses  in  anotlier  country,  which  did  not  exist 
ID  our  own. 

The  question  was  called  for,  and  the  resolution 
for  an  excise  upon  cider  was  rejected  by  a  great 
majority. 

A  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  for  a 

duty  of per  ounce  on  all   articles  of  silver, 

—  per  cent,  ad   valorem,  on  articles  of 

plated  ware  manufactured  in  the  United  States. 
The  question  on  this  resolution  was  taken  imme- 
diately and  lost 

On  a  motion  by  Mr.  Sedgwick,  the  Committee 
then  rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported  progress. 

After  the  report  had  been  read  by  the  Clerk,  it 
was  moved  that  the  House  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee,  and  agreed  to. 
On  the  resolution  being  put^aa  to  aduty  of  three 


vote.  Several  members  insisted  that  there  was  4 
mistake  in  the  numbering  of  the  members,  as  one 
gentleman  had  come  into  the  House  after  tb« 
Speaker  had  counted  the  votes  in  that  part  of  the 
House  where  he  sat  Several  members,  who  had 
been  in  the  majority,  requested  that  the  qQestiod 
might  be  taken  over  again,  to  avoid  any  thing  lik^ 
an  advantage.  At  last  after  a  long  conversation,  i< 
was  agreed  to  take  the  vote  of  the  House  ovd 
again,  when  there  appeared  for  the  resolation  oi 
three  cents  per  bushel  on  salt  41,  against  it  46. 

The  resolution  for  taxing  carriages  wss  tha 
read.    It  was  moved  to  strike  out  the  tax. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  opposed  the  tax.  If  it  was  to  eiia 
at  all,  it  should  be  a  tax  00  the  making  of  carriage^ 
but  this  h«  did  not  approve  either.  j 

Mr.  Murray  said,  that  he  was  sorry  to  differ  bI 
opinion  from  his  colleague;  but  he  thoaght  tN 
tax  on  pleasure  carriages  a  good  one,  in  oar  pre- 
sent necessities.    His  colleague  thought  it  wouM 
have  been   more  analogous  to  the  other  artklcf 
brought  forward   by  the  Committee,  if  the  tai 
were  designed  to  operate  on  carriages  to  be  rnadf 
in  future ;  but  he  would  remark,  that  the  tax  1oq| 
since  passed  on  all  stills  in  the  United  States  ope^ 
rated  as  this  was  intended  to  do.    He  confessed 
that  the  terma  in  the  Constitution,  direct  and  indi< 
rect  taxes,  had  never  conveyed  very  distioet  01 
definite  ideas  to  his  mind ;  yet  it  appeared,  as  il 
we  were  now  called  on  to  act  under  a  clear  per- 
ception  of  both  modes.    It  was  absolatelj  necetj 
sary  to  get  a  very  clear  understanding  of  thes^ 
terms.    After  all  he  had  heard  he  still  saw  moell 
confusion  in  the  definitions.    The  idea  which  \ht 
Convention   entertained  in  requiring  the   use  oj 
the  term  direct  tax  to  be  apportioned  agreeably 
to  representation,  must  have  been  definite.     The) 
must  have  annexed  to  these  terms  a  mode  of  ope- 
ration, sensible,  just,  and  equal.    The  only  speciea 
of  direct  tax,  agreeably  to  the  rule  in  the  Consti- 
tution, must  be  a  tax  on  all  taxable  property  ii 
the  Union.    When  a  deficiency  of  reveiuie  occur- 
red, and  a  direct  tax  was  thought  of  bv  Congress 
he  presumed  the  sum  being  ascertained,  an  appor 
tionment  would  be  made  agreeably  to  the  Const* 
tutional  rule,  and  each  State,  or  the  property  oJ 
each   State,  taxed  up  to  its  apportionment     As 
to  a  complete  modification  of  thia  principle,  be 
confessed  he  had  not  yet  heard  o.ne  suggested,  ao<i 
there  would  be  a  difficulty,  he  believed,  in  th< 
attempt  that  would  long  keep  off  direct  taxation 
at  least,  until  public  exigencies  rose  to  a  highei 
degree  of  necessity  than  at  present  existed.    Tfa< 
motion  to  strike  out  this  tax  on  coaches,  is  sup 
ported  by  the  position  that  it  is  a  direct  tax ;  anc 
oeing  so,  must  i^  it  be  carried,  be  modified  agree 
ably  to  the  rule  in  the  Constitution.    Either  this 
position  must  be  unfounded,  or  the  Constitutioi 
must  be  construed  to  mean  a  mode  of  toxatioi 
unjust,  unequal,  and  in  its  operation  absurd.    I 
this  be  a  direct  tax,  you  must  apportion  it    Coir 
necticttt  would  have  nearly  as  much  tax  on  hej 
as  the  State  of  Maryland,  since  she  has  but  ont 
less  in  representation.    He  was  informed  that  ii 
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le  whole   State  of  Gonnectieiit  there  were  but 
ro  coaches ;  thus,  then,  the  €>wner  or  owners  of 
kew  two  coaches  would  par  as  large  a  sum  a6  all 
le  owners  of  coaches  in  Maryland  would  pay. 
he  extreme  inequality  would  show  the  injustice 
'such  a  tax,  and  of  course  the  Constitution 
mid  not  be  -construed  to  carry  such  a  meaning ; 
It  he  could  not  exactly  see  the  difference  between 
us  principle  of  a  tax  on  a  coach  and  that  of  a 
iz  on  a  still,  as  &r  as  a  difference  of  the  prin- 
plea  of  taxation  was  drawn  from  the  Gonstrta- 
on.    The  still  and  the  coach  are  things  of  use ; 
le  argument  that  the  tax  on  stills  was  an  indirect 
le,  would  equally  prove  the  tax  on  coaches  such. 
t  was  a  matter  of  choice  with  the  holder  of  both, 
» own  them  and  to  use  them  so  as  to  draw  back 
he  tax,  by  making  the  use  pay  the  tax  in  both 
isea.    The  spirit,  if  not  consumed  by  the  distil- 
sr,  is  paid  bv  the  consumer;   and  the  coach,  if 
iiitKl.  levies  the  tax  on  those  who  hire  it.    Where 
he  division  of  labor  and  ingenuity  is  made,  it  is 
me  that  distilling  is  a  distinct  profession ;  but  in 
unr  parts  of  the  country  the  farmer,  who  has 
B  orchard,  distils  his  own  fruit,  and  if  a  man  of 
otennve  hospitality  consumes  the  whole  of  what 
le  makes,  his  still  and  his  coach  are  in  the  same 
itaation  as  fkr  as  either  is  an  object  of  Constitu- 
tional taxation.     The  extreme  hardship  and  in- 
nstice  that  wonld  attend  the  construction  of  the 
Constitution  contended  for,  was  convincing  with 
kim,  that  this  tax  could  not  be  considered  as  a 
direct  one.    He  believed  the  minds  of  gentlemen, 
who  undertook  to  construe  those  indefinite  terms, 
irect  and  indirect  taxes  as  referrible  to  coaches 
isd  stills,  were  confused  by  the  substantial  differ- 
noe  that  there  appeared  to  be  in  the  mode  in 
vhieh  each  was  an  instrument  of  ability ;  but  the 
difference  in  the  mode  in  which  each  was  instru- 
mental to  profit  or  convenience,  created  no  dis- 
tinction as  to  the  class  of  taxes  under  which  each 
ar  either  of  them  was  to  be  referred  by  the  Con- 
ititntion.    Besides,  coaches  and  all  those  splendid 
fehieles,  were  evidences  of  a  certain  degree  of 
property,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Ames,]  had  justly  remarked ;  and,  in  a  mo- 
aent  like  this,  when  we  are  hunting  through  all 
the  recesses  of  revenue  which,  at  any  time  we  had 
been  accustomed  to  think  of,  it  would  be  impolitic 
to  tax  the  humble  line  of  enjoyment  and  leave  the 
Bore  elevated  one  free. 

•  Mr.  Sl  Smith  said,  that  there  was  a  difference, 
tad  a  very  great  one,  between  a  tax  on  stills  and 
one  on  coaches.  He  himself  had  stills ;  but  he 
had  made  no  use  of  them  for  some  years,  and  of 
consequence,  they  cost  him  nothing.  But  he  must 
pfty  for  his  coach,  whether  it  stood  in  the  yard  all 
the  Tear  round  or  not 

After  a  long  debate  on  the  nature  of  these  taxes, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  following 
Relations  to  the  House : 

"lat  Rttolved^  That,  from  and  after  the  — —  day 
of  — •  next,  there  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  upon 
the  fullowing  articles  imported  into  the  United  States, 
in  ships  or  ve«.4e1s  of  the  United  States,  with  an  addi- 
tion of  one-tenth  per  cent  on  like  articles  imported  in 
utj  other  ships  or  venels,  the  several  duties  hereinafter 


mentioned,  over  and  above  the  duties  now  paid,  to  be 
levied,  collected,  and  paid,  in  the  same  manner,  by  the 
same  officers,  subject  to  the  same  penalties,  and  entitled 
to  drawbacks,  as  the  same  articles  are  now  subject  and 
entitled  to,  via. : 

On  boots,  per  pair,  25  cents. 
On  shoes  and  slippers  for  man  and  women,  and  on 
cWs  and  goloshoes,  per  pair,  5  cents. 

On  shoes  and  slippers  for  children,  per  pair,  8  cents. 

On  millinery  reaay  made,  artificial  flowers,  feathers^ 
and  other  ornaments  for  womeus*  head  dresses,  and  on 
dolls  dressed  and  undressed,  6  per  cent  ad  valoreoL 

On  cast,  slit,  and  rolled  iron,  and,  generally,  on  all 
manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  tin,  pewter,  copper,  hrais, 
or  of  which  either  of  those  metals  is  the  article  of  chief 
value,  not  being  otherwise  particularly  enuiperated, 
(brass  and  iron  wire,  locks,  hinges,  hoes,  anvils,  and 
vices,  excepted,)  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  carpets  and  carpeting,  5  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  leather  tanned  or  tawed,  and  generally,  all  manu- 
factures of  leather,  or  of  which  leafiier  is  the  article  of 
chief  value,  not  particularly  otherwise  enumerated,  6 
per  cent  ad  vakNrem. 

On  medicinal  drugs,  except  those  commonly  used  in 
dying ;  on  mats  and  floor-cloths ;  on  hats,  caps,  and 
bonnets,  of  every  sort  for  women ;  on  gloves,  mittens, 
stockings,  fans,  buttons  of  every  kind,  buckles  (shoe 
and  knee,)  5  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  sheathing  and  cartridge  paper,  5  per  cent  ad  va- 
lorem. 

On  all  powders,  pastes,  balls,  balsams,  ointments, 
oils,  waters,  wadies,  tinctures,  essences,  or  other  pre- 
parations or  compositions  commonly  called  sweet  scents 
or  odours,  perfumes  or  cosmetics,  and  on  all  dentifrices, 
powders,  or  preparations  for  the  teeth  or  gums,  5  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

On  gold,  silver,  or  plated  wares,  gold  and  silver  lace, 
jewelry,  and  paste  work,  clocks  and  watches,  and  the 
parts  of  either,  6  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  groceries,  to  wit:  cinnamon,  cloves,  mace,  nut- 
megs, ginger,  anoiseed,  currants,  dates,  prunes,  raisins, 
sugar  candy,  oranges,  lemons,  limes,  ana,  generally,  all 
fruits  and  comfits,  olives,  capers,  pickles  of  every  sort^ 
oil,  and  mustard  in  flour,  6  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  all  marble,  slate,  or  other  stone ;  on  bricks,  tiles, 
tables,  mortars,  and  other  stone,  and,  generally,  all  stone 
and  earthenware,  5  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  cabinet  wares,  and  all  manufactures  of  wood,  or 
of  which  wood  is  the  material  of  chief  value,  6  per  cent 
ad  valorem. 

On  carriages,  and  parts  of  carriages,  4^  per  cent 

On  all  manufactures  of  cotton  or  linen,  or  of  muslin  ; 
of  cotton  and  linen,  or  ot  which  cotton  or  linen  is  the 
material  of  chief  value,  being  printed,  stained,  or  co- 
lored, 2}  per  cent 

On  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which  now 
pay  a  duty  of  7^  per  cent  an  addition  of  ^  per  cent 

On  coffee,  per  pound,  1  cent 

On  cocoa,  per  pound,  2  cents. 

On  cheese,  per  pound,  8  cents. 

On  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  employed  in  foreign  trade,  6  cenU*per  too. 

On  all  foreign  ships  or  vetoels,  26  cents  per  toa 


**2d.  JUtolved,  That  after  the 


day  of 


every  person  keeping  a  carnage,  for  the  conveying  of 
persons  for  their  own  use,  shall  notify  the  same  at  some 
office,  which  may  be  designated  for  the  purpose,  and 
shall  pay,  annually : 

For  a  coach,  f  10. 

For  a  chariot,  |8.  * 
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For  any  other  four  wheeled  carriage,  $6. 

For  a  chaise,  or  other  two  wheeled  carriage,  $2. 


"  8d.  Be»olved,  That  after  the 


day  of 


there  be  paid  the  following  stamp  duties : 

.  Letters  patent,  issued  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  Staten,  |2. 

Exemplification  thereof,  $1. 

Licenses,  or  certificates  of  admission  of  solicitors, 
attorneys,  advocates,  and  proctors,  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  |5. 

Exemplification  under  the  seals  of  the  Courts,  60 
cents. 

Afiidavits  and  affirmations,  except  those  before  the 
officers  of  the  public  revenue,  those  relative  to  suits 
pending  in  Courts,  to  be  used  therein,  and  those  rela- 
tive to  criminal  proceedings,  10  cents    ' 

Deeds,  except  those  otherwise  particularly  rated,  26 
cents. 

Charter  parties,  $1. 

Bottomry  and  respondentia  bonds,  $1. 

Apprentices*  indentures,  15  cents. 

Certificates  of  debentures  for  drawbacks,  20  cents. 

Bills  of  lading,  coastwise,  except  for  vessels  going 
from  one  district  to  another,  within  the  same  State,  10 
cents. 

Ditto,  foreign,  20  cents. 

Inventories  of  the  effects  of  deceased  persons,  or  for 
other  purpose  prescribed  by  law,  except  in  cases  of 
goods  distrained,  or  in  compliance  of  any  agreement 
between  two  or  more  person^^  10  centa 

Bonds  for  the  security  of  money,  when  the  sum  is 
above  fifty,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  20 
cents. 

Above  100,  and  not  exceeding  500,  25  cents. 

Above  500,  and  not  exceeding  1,000,  80  cents. 

Above  1,000,  40  cents. 

Receipts  for  legacies,  or  shares  of  personal  estate, 
in  cases  of  intestates,  where  the  sum  is  above  60,  and 
not  exceeding  1 100,  26  cents. 

More  than  100,  and  not  excee<ling  600,  50  cents. 

For  every  further  sum  above  f  600,  $1. 
Not  to  extend  to  wives,  children,  or  grandchildren. 

Notarial  acts,  25  cents. 

On  every  transfer  of  the  stock  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  rate  of  6  cents  for  every  $100. 

On  every  transfer  of  bank  stock,  as  well  of  the 
United  States,  as  those  established  under  the  authority 
of  the  individual  States,  at  the  rate  of  6  cents  for  every 
$100. 

Letters  of  attorney,  26  cents. 
Policies  of  insurance — 

From  one  district  to  another,  in  the  United  States, 
20  cents. 

To  and  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  ooun- 
tiy,  for  any  sum  exceeding  $600,  26  cents. 

For  every  further  sum,  more  than  600,  26  cents. 

For  every  sum  of  2,000,  or  upwards,  $1. 

Probates  of  wills,  and  letters  of  adminbtration,  60 
centSL 


'*  6th.  Rttolved,  That,  after  the 


day  of 


'<4th.  Resolved,  That,  after  the 


day  of 


there  shall  be  paid,  on  all  sales  at  auction,  (except  in 
the  cases  of  property  sold  upon  execution,  or  by  virtue 
of  distress  for  rent  or  tax,  or  in  consequence  of  bank- 
ruptcies, and  legal  insolvencies,  or  where  there  have 
been  general  assignments  for  the  benefit  of  creditors, 
or  in  cases  where  ships  and  goods  have  been  stranded 
or  wrecked,  or  in  cases  of  sales  by  executors  or  admin- 
istrators, or  of  produce  sold  upon  the  land  where  it  is 
produced)  at  the  rate  of  one  per  cent 


there  shall  be  paid,  upon  all  tobacco  manufactured  ia 

the  Uuited  States, cents  per  pound.   On  all  mu^ 

cents  per  pound. 

"  That  every  manufacturer  of  tobacco  or  snufi^  skall, 

on  or  before  the day  of make  entry,  with  the 

officer  of  inspection  of  the  district  in  which  be  m-idti, 
of  the  house  or  building,  in  which  the  manufartar«  ii 
carried  on  ;  and  shall  enter  into  bond,  with  suffideot 
surety,  to  render  a  faithful  account,  erery  three  iDootlu, 
of  the  quantity  of  tobacco  or  snoff  sold  or  sent  oat, 
within  tnat  period. 

**  That,  previous  to  taking  in  any  tobacco^  for  the  por-j 
pone  of  being  manufactured,  he  shall  notify  the  ttm 
to  the  office  of  inspection,  and  shall  keep  a  book,  is 
which  shall  be  entered  daily,  the  quantity  of  tobsooo 
or  snufl^  sold  or  sent  out  in  each  day. 

"  6th.  JUnolved,  That  there   be  laid  an  additiooil 

duty  of cents  per  pound  upon  all  tobacco,  — 

cents  per  pound  on  all  snuff^  ana cents  per  pouoJ 

on  all  refined  sugar,  imported  into  the  United  Stsu^ 
after  the day  of . 

«•  7th.  Resolved,  That,  after  the day  of -— 

there  be  paid,  on  all  sugars  refined  within  the  Unitsd 
States,  two  cents  per  pound. 

•*  8th.  Resolved,  That,  after  the  day  of  — 

every  person,  selling  distilled  spirits  or  wines,  for  eofr 
sumption,  out  of  their  own  dwellings ;  distilled  spiritt, 
in  less  quantity  than  twenty  gallons ;  wines,  in  l«a 
quantity  than  thirty  gallons,  except  in  the  origiosl  cask 
or  package,  in  whidi  they  were  imported,  shall  ukewt 
licenses  to  authorise  the  sale  of  surn  distilled  sptritASod 
wines,  and  shall  pay,  annually : 

For  a  license  to  sell  all  fi»reign  distilled  8pi^it^  $5. 

For  a  license  to  sell  all  wines,  $5." 

In  the  Honse  a  motion  was  made  to  amend 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  by  striking  out  the 
seconii  resolution,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

«  Resolved,  That^  after  the day  of ererj 

person  keeping  a  carriage,  for  the  conveying  of  perjoni 
for  their  own  use,  shall  notify  the  same  at  some  office, 
which  may  be  designated  lur  the  purpose,  and  ahsll  paf , 
annually : 

"  For  a  coach,  |1 0. 

**  For  a  chariot  $8. 
.    **  For  any  other  four  wheeled  carriage,  $6. 

**  For  a  chaise,  or  other  two  wheeled  caniage,  $1" 

And  on  the  qaestion  thereupon,  it  passed  in  ti^ 
negative — yeas  34,  nays  54,  as  follows : 

Ybas.— Messrs.  Theodonis  Bailey,  Thomas  Bloant, 
Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abraham  Clsrk, 
Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Heniy  Dearborn, 
George  Dent,  William  Findley,  William  B.  GUes,  Alei- 
ander  Gilloo,  Andrew  Gregg,  Carter  B.  Hamsoo,  Juhn 
Heath,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Hindman,  Natbsniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  McDowell,  Aodrev 
Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Joseph  Neville,  Aotbon/ 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Andrev  Pick- 
ens, Francis  Preston,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  sod 
Francis  Walker. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Fisher  Ames.  Abraham  Baldwin, 
JohnBeatty,  Elias  Boudinnt,  Sheaijashub  Boome.  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  Peleg 
Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Samuel  D«xter, 
Thomas  Fitzsimuns,  D wight  Foster,  £s«kiel  Gilbert, 
James  Gillespie,  Nidiolas  Gilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Ben- 
jamin Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Christopher  Oreenap, 
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William  Barry  Orove,  James  Hillhouse,  Jcihn  Hunter, 
TITilliam  Irvioe,  Henrj  Latiiiier,  Amasa  Learned,  Rich- 
ard Bland  Lee,  Mattliew  Locke,  William  Lvman,  Fran- 
cis Malbone,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomery, 
William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Thomas  Scott, 
TfKwlore  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherboume,  Jeremiah 
Smith.  William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Tal- 
bot, George  Thatdier,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Truro- 
ball,  Jfihn  &  Vao  Allen.  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter 
Van  Oaaobeck,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  John  Watts,  Ben- 
jamin Williams,  Mdiard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

An  adjournment  waft  then  called  for,  and  car- 
ried. 


Thuksdat,  May  8. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  headland  of  Cape 
Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  bacon  on  Ocracock  Island, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,"  with  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to  yesterday,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  pafised. 

Mr.  ^.  SiirrH  presented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain citizens  of  Baltimore.  They  recited  the  hard- 
ships which  thej  had  suffered  from  the  British 
ships  of  war  in  the  West  Indies.  They  declared 
that  the  amended  instructions  from  the  Court  of 
London,  of  the  8th  of  January,  bad  been  found  by 
eiperience  injurious  and  delusive.  They  trusted 
that  Congress  would  secure  the  indemnification 
of  their  losses.  They  recommended  a  prolongation 
of  the  Embarga    Ordered  to  lie. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
**  An  act  supplementary  to  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  certain  ports  and  harbors  in  the  United 
States ;  *  ^  and,  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '*  An 
act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation 
of  arma  and  ammunition,  and  encouraging  the 
importation  of  the  same;**  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Swirr,  for  de- 
cliring  the  Embargo  to  be  at  an  end  upon  the 

day  of ,  was  then  read.     It  was  next 

moved  to  take  it  up  for  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  GuLBS  said  that  if  there  had  been  any  rea- 
son for  patting  on  the  Embargo,  he  could  see  none 
that  had  since  occurred  for  its  being  taken  offl 
He  recommended  that  the  resolution  might  lie  for 
a  few  days,  till  we  should  gain  some  further  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  stated  the  greafc  inconvenience 
to  which  the  United  States  had  been  put,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  measure,  and  the  propriety  of  an 
early  discussion  of  the  subject 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  for  a  continuation  of  the 
Embargo.  Excepting  at  Antigua,  the  ships  of 
this  country  are  seized  as  fast  as  ever ;  they  were 
condemning  at  Jamaica  on  the  1st  of  April.  Sixty 
American  vessels  were  making  their  escape  from 
Port  au  Prince,  and  were  seized  all  together  by 
the  British.  Jervis  continues  in  the  same  style  of 
conduct  as  the  others  did.    It  is  better  to  keep  our 


vessels  at  home  than  to  let  them  go  abroad  and 
be  taken.  The  ravages  of  the  British  had  not 
been  relaxed ;  and  the  Embargo  should  be  kept 
on  till  the  ships  could  navigate  with  safety ;  other 
nations  have  amaments  at  sea  to  protect  them, 
but  we  have  none ;  so  the  only  resource  is  to  keep 
oar  ships  at  home. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said  that  it  would  be  improper 
to  take  off  the  Embargo,  as  to  vessels  for  the  West 
Indies.  But,  in  regard  to  others,  he  thought  that 
they  might  be  suffered  to  go. 

Mr.  QiLKS  said  that,  from  what  he  had  heard, 
(referring,  perhaps,  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
S.  Smith,)  be  was  more  than  ever  convinced  of 
the  impropriety  of  discontinuing  the  Embargo. 
We  had  sent  an  agent  to  the  West  Indies.  It 
would  be  wrong  to  take  off  the  Embargo  till  we 
had  at  least  some  intelligence  from  him. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons  recommended  a  delay  ora  few 
days,  till  we  should  hear  from  some  quarter  far- 
ther on  the  matter. 

Mr.  Ltman  was  sorry  that  the  resolution  had 
been  laid  on  the  table.  It  would  lead  to  an  idea 
that  the  Embargo  was  to  be  taken  off,  and  of  this 
he  had  no  conception. 

Mr.  Heister  was  of  opinion  that  the  Embargo 
subject  should  be  taken  up  at  a  yery  early  dav. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  it  should  be  delayed  at  all. 
The  question  should  be  decided  in  sufficient  time 
to  let  intelligence  be  conveyed  to  the  extremities 
of  the  Union,  by  the  common  way,  without  the 
expense  of  sending  expresses.  It  required  thirteen 
days  to  send  notice  to  Georgia ;  and  if  people  did 
not  receive  positive  notice  Uiat  it  was  to  continue, 
they  would  consider  it  as  laid  aside. 

Mr.  HiLLHousB,  Mr.  Bourne,  and  Mr.  ErrnsRA, 
spoke  each  a  few  words.  Mr.. Tract  ended  the 
conversation,  by  observing  that  the  whole  day 
would  be  spent  in  talking  whether  or  not  this  sub- 
ject should  be  taken  up.  This  was  mere  trifling ; 
put  it  to  a  vote  at  once. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  resolution  was 
deferred. 

pubuo  credit. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  reported  yesterday  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means : 
Whereupon,  a  motion  being  made  and  seconded 
to  amend  the  report  of  the  committee,  by  striking 
out  the  third  resolution,  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit :     • 

Revived,  That  after  the day  of ,  there  be 

paid  the  following  stamp  duties : 

Letters  patent,  issued  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  $2. 

Exemplification  thereof,  |1. 

Licenses,  or  certificates  of  admission,  of  solicitors,  at- 
torneys, advocates,  and  proctors,  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  |5. 

Exemplification,  under  the  seals  of  the  Courts,  60 
cents. 

Aflidavits  and  affirmations,  except  those  before  the 
officers  of  the  public  reveime,  those  relative  to  suits 
pending  in  Courts,  to  be  used  therein,  and  those  rela- 
tive to  criminal  proceedings,  10  cents. 
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Deeds,  except  those  otherwise  particularly  rated,  25 
cents. 

Charter  parties,  |1. 

Bottomry  and  respoodentia  bonds,  $1. 

Apprentices'  indeatores,  15  cents. 

Certificates  of  debentures  for  drawbacks,  20  cents. 

Bills  of  lading,  coastwise,  except  for  vessels  going 
from  one  district  to  another,  within  the  same  State,  10 
centsi 

Ditto,  foreign,  20  centa 

Inventories  of  the  effects  of  deceased  persons,  or  for 
any  other  purpose  prescribed  by  law,  except  in  cases  of 
ffoods  distrained,  or  in  compliance  of  any  agreement 
between  two  or  more  persons,  10  cents. 

Bonds  for  the  security  of  money,  when  the  sum  is 
above  $50,  and  not  exceeding  $100,  20  cents. 

Above  $100,  and  not  exceeding  $500,  25  cents.    ' 

Above  $500,  and  not  exceeding  4l»000,  SO  cents. 

Above  $1,000,  40  cents. 

Beceipts  for  legacies,  or  shares  of  personal  estate,  in 
oases  of  intestates,  where  the  sum  is  above  $50,  and 
not  exceeding  $100,  25  cents. 

More  than  $100,  and  not  exceed  $500,(50  cents. 

For  every  sum  above  $500,  $1. 
Not  to  extend  to  wives,  diildren,  or  grandchildren : 

Notarial  acts,  25  cents. 

On  every  transfer  of  the  stock  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  rate  of  5  cents  for  every  $100. 

On  every  transfer  of  Bank  stock,  as  well  of  the  United 
States  as  Uiose  established  under  the  authority  of  the 
individual  States,  at  the  rate  of  5  cents  for  every  $100. 

Letters  of  attorney^  25  cents. 
Policies  of  insurance : 

From  one  district  to  Another,  in  the  United  States, 
20  cents. 

To  and  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  ooun- 
try,  for  any  sum  exceeding  $500,  25  centsi 
^  For  every  further  sum  more  than  $500,  25  cents. 

For  every  sum  of  $2,000  or  upwards,  $1. 

Probates  of  wills  and  letters  of  administration,  50 
cents. 

Mr.  SxTTH,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  observed  that, 
in  the  present  situation  of  our  affairs,  very  con- 
siderable additional  revenaes  were  neces-sarj  for 
the  support  of  Gk)vernment,  and  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses which  had  been,  or  were  likely  to  be,  in- 
curred this  session.  He  stated  that  the  actual 
probable  appropriations  for  the  current  year  would 
amount  to  the  sum  of  $7,694,217,  while  the  reve- 
nues to  meet  them  would  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
$5,818,584— leaving  a  deEcit  of  $2,875,688.  But, 
as  one  of  the  items  in  the  expenditures — ^viz:  the 
million  for  foreigu  intercourse — would  probably 
not  be  wanted,  or,  if  wanted,  might  perhaps  be 
borrowed,  the  committee  had  only  stated  the  inter- 
est on  that  sum,  namely,  $60,000,  which  there- 
fore left  to  be  provided  this  session  the  sum  of 
$1,486,683;  and  he  was  clearly  of  opichon  that 
Congress  ought  not  to  rise  until  they  had  provided 
that  sumu  He  was  within  bounds  when  he  stated 
that  sum  as  sufficient;  for,  if  the  million  above 
alluded  to  (and  which  was  destined  for  an  object 
which  the  phihmthropy  of  every  member  would 
urge  the  employment  of,  if  practicable)  should  be 
wanted,  and  there  shoidd  be  any  difficulty  in  bor- 
rowing it,  (an  event  not  impossible,)  Che  House 
would  regret  the  neglect  of  so  interesting  an  ob- 
ject    The  committee,  howeyer,  calculating  on 


the  Improbability  of  the  whole  of  that  sum  being 
called  for,  and  on  the  prospect  of  a  Loan,  and  un- 
willing to  impose  any  further  burdens  than  were 
absolutely  essential,  bad  ventured  to  depend  on 
the  interest  alone,  though  it  might  have  been  more 
expedient  to  have  provided  for  a  part  of  the  prin- 
cipal.   Mr.  S.  said  that,  in  the  report,  the  sum  of 
$650,000  was  stated  as  for  contingent  expenses 
which  might  or  might  not  be  incurred.     Since 
the  report  had  been  made,  a  law  had  actoslly 
passed  for  augmenting  the  Military  Establishrocint, 
by  an  addition  of  a  corps  of  artillerists  and  engi- 
neers, for  garrisoning  the  fortifications,  the  ex- 
penses of  which  he  estimated  at  $170,000;  an- 
other law  had  passed  authorizing  the  Prbsidbit 
to  call  into  service  eighty  thousand  militia;  al- 
though this  last  was  a  contingent  expense,  yet,  as 
the  President  was  authorized  to  incur  it,  a  pro- 
vision ought  to  be  made  for  discharging  it    This 
was  estimated  at  $150,000;  the  only  item,  then, 
remaining  under  the  head  of  contingencies  was 
the  provisional  force.    It  was  probable  this  might 
not  be  wanted ;  it  would  rest  with  the  House  to 
determine  whether  the  present  crisis  did  not  re- 
quire such  a  measure,  and,  in  that  event,  whether 
provision  ought'  not  now  to  be  made  to  carry  it 
into  execution.     He  confessed  he  was  among  those 
who  thought  that  a  vigourous  preparation  for  war 
was  one  of  the  best  means  to  avert  it ;  at  all  events, 
if  it  was  the  design  of  any  nation  to  force  us  into 
it,  we  ought  to  be  prepared  for  it,  both  as  to  miii- 
tary  strength  and  pecuniary  resources.     Admit- 
ting, however,  that  this  measure  was  not  contem- 
plated, it  only  produced  a  reduction  of  $330,000 
from  the  sum  total  of  appropriations,  and  would 
still  leave  a  deficit  in  our  ways  and  means  ot 
$1,105,633.     Mr.  S.  observed  that  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  current  year  would  exceed  those  of 
any  former  year  by  upwards  of  two  millions  and 
a  half  of  dollars.    The  several  items  which  occa- 
sioned that  excess  were  as  follows : 
Building  and  equipping  six  fingates    - 
Fortifications  of  ports  and  harbors 
Building  additional  arsenals  and  pur- 
chase of  military  stores 
Appropriation  for  foreign  intercourse    - 
Corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers 
Expenses  of  militia      .        .        .        - 


$700,000 
800,000 

350.000 

1,000,000 

170,000 

150.000 


2^670^ 

Deducting  the  expenses  of  the  militia,  which 
was  a  war  expense,  still  there  remained  the  sum 
of  $2,520,000  as  an  excess  beyond  any  former  ex- 
penses for  our  peace  establishment,  for  there  was 
not  an  item  of  expense  in  the  foregoing  sUtement 
which  would  not,  or  might  not,  be  incuri-ed,  even 
if  peace  should  continue.  It  was  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumstance, at  this  moment  of  public  exigency, 
that  the  national  Treasury  was  in  possession  of  a 
surplus,  arising  from  the  revenues  of  former  years, 
which  surpassed  our  most  sanguine  expectations 
This  surplus  amounted  to  the  important  sum  ot 
$1,618,684,  and  was  a  most  satisfactory  evidence 
of  the  growing  productiveness  of  our  revenues  m 
times  of  peace  and   tranquility ;   and,  while  « 
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helped  to  enable  us  to  face  the  increased  ezpendi- 
tores  of  the  coantiy,  it  taaght  us  to  cherish  that 
sUte  of  things  which  was  productiire  of  such  na- 
tional blessings.    But  we  could  not  flatter  our- 
selves that  the  roTenues  of  this  year  would  be  as 
productive  as  those  of  the  preceding  year ;  many 
circumstances  would  contribute  to  diminish  them 
considerably,  even  if  peace  should  not  be  inter- 
rapted ;  the  rery  prospect  of  a  war  would  cause 
a  diminution  of  exports  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
United  States,  and  at  the  same  time  a  diminution 
of  consumption  among  oursetres.     Prudent  men, 
apprehensive  of  war,   would  retrench  their  ex- 
penses, in  order  to  meet  the  diminution  of  their 
incomes,  and  to  be  better  able  to  contribute  their 
qootas  to  the  public  Treasury.     The  measures 
which  have  been  discussed  in  Congress  relative 
to  a  sequestration  of  British  debts,  and  a  suspen- 
sion of  all  commercial  intercourse,  would,  by  de- 
stroying that  confidence  which  has  heretofore  ex- 
isted, unquestionably  diminish  our  importations 
from  that   country,  which  principally  furnishes 
them.    To  these  circumstances  might  be  added 
the  derangements  occasioned  to  the  commerce  of 
this  port  by  the  unfortunate  epidemic  of  last  Sum- 
mer, to  that  of  all  the  ports  bv  the  present  Em- 
bargo, by  the  extensive  spoliations  committed  on 
our  vessels  by  the  belligerent  Powers,  and  the  in- 
terraption  occasioned  by  the  Algerines  to  our  com* 
merce  with   the  South  of  Europe.      The   Com- 
mittee, taking  all  these  considerations  into  Tiew, 
had  calculated  on  a  defiJcation  in  the  rerenue, 
arising  from  impost  and  tonnage  for  this  year,  of 
tl,aoo,000,  and  had  estimated  it  at  only  $3,800,000 ; 
whereas  that  of  1793  produced  $4,600,000.     It  had 
been  proposed  that,  in  lieu  of  these  stamp  duties, 
the  duties  of  impost  should  be  increased  on  all 
articles  which  now  pay  a  duty  of  seven  and  a  half 
per  cent  ad  Talorem  to  ten  per  cent,  besides  the 
increased  rates  of  duties  on  the  enumerated  arti- 
cles.   It  was  not  a  little  surprising  (he  observed) 
that  gentlemen  who,  a  few  days  ago,  predicted  an 
approaching  war,  whereby  our  existing  revenue 
arising  from  impost  would  be  almost  annihilated, 
should  now  not  only  count  upon  the  oontinuance 
of  that  revenue,  but  should  expect  further  aid  from 
that  source ;  or  that  those  who  are  urging  a  sus- 
pension of   commercial    intercourse    should  rely 
upon  commerce  altogether  for  revenue.     He  was 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  commerce  was  already 
sufficiently  burdened,  and  that  it  would  be  as  un- 
JQst  as  impolitic  to  add  to  the  burden.     We  ought 
not  to  rely  upon  the  proposed  duties  on  the  enu- 
merated articles  which,  with  the  proposed  increase 
of  tonnage,  constituted  an  item  of  near  $400,000. 
This  he  considered,  under  present  circumstances, 
a  very  precarious  resource.     With  respect  to  the 
other  new  sources  of  revenue,  being  untried,  they 
were  uncertain ;  the  House  possessed  no  data  by 
which  any  accurate  estimate  could  be  made  of 
their  product      Under  all  these    circumstances, 
while,  on  the  one  hand  the   existing  revenues 
would  fall  short  of  those  of  former  years,  and  the 
new  revenues  were  either  precarious  or  uncertain 
as  to  their  amount^  and,  on  the  other  hand,  our 
Reuses  were  necessarily  much  increased,  and 


were  likely  to  be  still  further  increased,  he  was 
confident  the  House  would  be  sensible  of  the  pro- 
priety of  negativing  the  motion.  He  was  ready 
to  admit  that  there  would  be  some  difficulty  in 
carrying  the  tax  into  execution;  but  these  diffi- 
culties were  inseparable  from  the  very  nature  of 
taxation.  It  required  little  ingenuity  to  discover 
them,  and  to  apply  to  them  all  the  common-place 
topics  which  were  resorted  to  on  these  occasions. 
But  he  thought  that,  if  the  gentlemen  would  em- 
ploy their  ingenuity  and  inventive  faculties  in  dis- 
covering such  revenues  as  would  enable  the  Go- 
vernment to  face  the  present  exigencies,  they 
would  render  more  service  to  their  country  than 
by  embarrassing  with  objections,  which  were 
equally  applicable  to  almost  every  species,  of  im- 
position. 

.  Mr.  GiLLON  said :  When  this  matter  was  under 
debate  last,  I  offered  a  few  remarks,  with  the  mere 
view  to  obtain  the  information  that  seemed  to  be 
wanted.  Hdw  far  we  have  been  gratified  bv  the 
gentleman  who  dwelt  much  on  this  mode  of  tax- 
ation, the  House  must  know;  for,  instead  of  pro- 
ducing the  calculations  required,  observations  were 
made  that  were  as  little  convincing  as  they  were 
pleasing.  I  do  not  think  that  my  few  remarks 
merited  the  replies  which  they  met  with,  f^om 
three  gentlemen  in  particular ;  but,  as  they  have 
condescended  to  pay  some  attention  to  them,  I 
was  about  to  follow  up  their  mode  of  politeness, 
and  not  leave  their  remarks  unnoticed,  when  my 
colleague  moved  for  an  adloumment  I  will  try 
to  recollect  them,  and  shall  first  repeat  what  I  then 
proposed,  that  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  very 
attentive  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  differed  so  much  in  their  calculations 
and  observations,  that  I  was  not  altogether  able 
to  form  an  opinion.  Some  observed  tnat  the  re- 
port provided  sufficient  funds  for  a  peace  and  a 
defensive  establishment;  others  asserted  that  it 
did  not  Some  were  for  establishing  funds  by 
taxes  for  a  war;  others  were  not  It  was  urged, 
that,  if  there  was  sufficient  for  the  present  de« 
mand,  why  press  for  unnecessary  and  odious  taxes  ? 
Let  us  rather  confine  ourselves  to  peace  taxes, 
than  be  making  experiments  on  land  taxes,  direct 
taxes,  or  an  excise.  It  has,  on  all  sides,  been 
agreed,  that  we  had  not  leisure  to  qualify  either 
of  these  three  kinds  of  taxes:  that  we  had  better 
adhere  to  what  was  absolutely  needful ;  go  home 
and  tell  our  constituents  what  we  had  done ;  but 
that,  if  a  war  ensued,  they  must  prepare  them- 
selves for  taxes  that  were  now  looked  up  to  as  the 
proper  funds  for  the  expenses  of  a  war.  By  this 
means,  we  should  not  only  obtain  their  consent, 
but  their  aid,  in  qualifying  them.  And  it  was 
well  known  that  war  cannot  be  declared  but  by 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature;  that  the  Pacsi- 
UENT,  ever  attentive  to  the  interest  of  his  country, 
would,  if  he  I  foresaw  that  war  was  approaching, 
soon  convene  us;  and  that,  whilst  we  declared 
war,  we  were  at  hand  to  devise  the  means  of  pur- 
suing it 

I  could  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  who  ob- 
served, what  harm  would  it  do  to  have  a  little 
surplus  in  our  Treasury,?    It  might  be  employed 
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ia  paying  off  the  principal  of  the  Funded  Debt 
I  then  remarked,  that  our  citizens  did  not  expect 
to  be  taxed  for  that  jet  Because  it  was  well 
known  that  many  of  the  holders  of  these  securities 
had,  as  it  were,  already  receiyed  a  great  part  of  the 
principal,  by  having  DoughC  the  indents,  at  from 
two  shillings  to  ten  shillings  in  the  pound.  Thus, 
all,  which  they  had  paid  less  for  than  twenty  shil- 
lings in  the  pound  was,  as  it  were,  so  much  receiv- 
ed of  the  principal. 

Now,  in  these  few  remarks,  what  was  there  to 
cause  the  replies  that  I  shall  allude  to  ?  The  last 
observation  could  not  be  meant  to  any  gentleman 
on  this  floor ;  for,  it  could  not  be  possible  that  I 
should  suppose  that  any  member  of  Congress  had 
been  engaged  with  the  speculators  out  of  doors, 
who  could  not  hire  expresses  nor  pilot  boats  quick 
enough  to  conduct  their  plans.  Far  be  such  an 
idea  from  me.  The  past  and  the  present  mem- 
bers value  their  integrity  too  much  to  avail  them- 
selves of  aught  that  is  interesting  to  themselves 
here.  No,  sir ;  I  would  rather  suppose  that  every 
member  entering  these  doors  le(^  his  pecuniary 
interest  behind  him.  Impressed  with  that  opinion, 
how  could  I  think  to  offend  any  gentleman  on  this 
floor,  unless  they  mean  to  convince  me  that  I 
am  mistaken  in  that  fiivorable  opinion  ?  If  so,  so 
be  it 

Sir,  I  am  not  apt  to  be  wedded  to  opinions,  but, 
if  I  were  not  fixed  before,  I  am  now  riveted  in  my 
opinion,  that  this  tax  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but 
is  thereby  also  more  odious.  The  gentleman  be- 
fore me,  from  Massachusetts,  has,  so  far  from  an- 
swering my  request  on  the  Peace  E:itabli8hment, 
entirely  dwelt  on  the  necessity  and  the  propriety 
of  a  war  tax.  His  volubility  thereon  proves  to 
me  that  he  is  one  of  those  who  venly  believe  that 
there  are  already  sufficient  funds  provided  for  all 
their  engagements,  else  why  not  come  forward 
with  calculations  and  with  proofs  ?  Until  he  does 
that,  sir,  the  censure  be  meant  as  to  conjecture 
applies  as  fully  to  himself  as  to  me,  and  his  si  mi- 
lies  are  far  from  being  applicable.  For,  has  he 
oome  forward  with  any  of  the  calculations,  or  has 
any  one  else  done  it  ?  No.  Surely,  then,  my  ap- 
plication is  proper,  and  his  censure  of  conjecture  is 
improper.  The  simile,  shall  a  &rmer  wait  to  sow 
his  wheat  and  his  rye  until  he  is  hungry,  or  shall 
we  wait  to  lay  on  taxes  until  there  is  a  war,  have 
no  affinity  but  in  the  highly  cultivated  mind  that 
begot  them,  and  merit  not  attention  even  to  expose 
them. 

Sir,  you  have  done  much.  Tou  have  directed 
your  harbors  to  be  fortified,  your  army  to  be  aug- 
mented, frigates  to  be  built,  arms  and  ammunition 
to  be  had,  and  you  have  already  provided  the  means 
for  completing  these  objects.  You  have  done  more. 
You  have  made  provision  for  the  payment  of  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  to  be  borrowed,  and  to  sink  part 
of  the  principal ;  which  loan  is  to  be  applied  for  the 
purposes  of  military  preparation.  You  have  sent  a 
Minister  Extraordinary  to  England,  to  negotiate 
in  the  matters  that  might  cause  an  interruption  of 
peace. 

Then,  sir,  with  all  this,  had  we  but  continued 
the  Embargo,  with  such  exceptions  as  that  our  allies 


would  not  have  been  injured  by  it,  I  will  be  bold  to 
say  that  we  should  have  had  no  war,  and  our  suf- 
fering merchants  would  have  had  restitution. 
Should  a  war  ensue,  our  moderation  and  our  for- 
bearance  will  make  us  strong,  because  we  shall  be 
unanimous  That  being  the  case,  oar  resources  wiU 
keep  pace. 

Thus,  sir,  this  gentleman,  with  all  his  conjec- 
tures and  similes,  has  not  flashed  conviction  to  my 
mind  that  this  tax  is  necessary.  He  has  dwelt 
much  on  the  majority  binding  the  minority,  and 
on  his  exercising  bis  own  judgment  He  calls 
himself  a  representative  for  the  majority.  Can 
he  be  otherwise,  whilst  he  represents  all,  which 
certainly  includes  both  minority  and  niajoritjl 
Sir,  I  always  did,  and  ever  will,  aver,  that  we  are 
the  servants,  and  the  people  are  our  masters,  who 
have  employed  us  to  guard  their  rights,  and  that 
submission  to  their  will,  properiy  expressed,  is  our 
duty. 

A  very  respectable  number  of  citizens  have  ad- 
vanced their  opinion  on  this  excise,  and  many  are 
averse  to  all  excise  taxes.  We  ask  for  proofs  that 
any  additional  taxes  are  necessary.  We  obtain 
them  not  Therefore,  I  say,  that  it  is  the  wish  of 
all  our  constituents  to  lay  no  taxes  but  what  are 
immediately  necessary. 

Another  gentleman  of  the  same  State,  made 
some  reply  to  my  remarks  that  the  taxes  on  cards, 
coals,  &c.,  introduced  as  additional  aids  to  the  other 
taxes,  fell  short,  and  were  no  object  But  as  that 
gentleman  made  no  calculations  thereon,  nor  on 
any  of  the  duties  and  taxes,  I  know  not  at  what  he 
aims,  as  he  continued  much  on  the  strain  of  the 
gentleman  before  me.  I  therefore  shall  now  ap- 
proach my  colleague,  who  is  for  every  tax  that  has 
been  proposed,  except  the  one  on  a  transfer  of  the 
public  funds,  and  the  additional  duties  on  American 
tonnage.  He  to  be  sure,  has  made  some  calcula- 
tions about  defending  towns,  about  duties  on  cards, 
and  on  coals,  &c. 

My  colleague  presses  forward  the  present  snuff 
and  refined  sugar  taxes,  and  says  that  the  one  upon 
cards,  to  which  I  alluded,  was  trifling,  an  appel- 
lation that  I  should  not  have  bestowed  upon  it, 
for  it  was  that  gentleman  who  proposed  it.  It 
was  he  who  first  spoke  of  it  to  me,  and  sorely  he 
did  not  mean  me  to  support  what  was  trifling. 
We  all  agreed  that  it  would  be  productive.  But, 
sir,  I  think  I  can  prove  that  a  duty  on  cards  is  not 
trifling,  that  it  is  equal,  and  that  it  is  productive. 
Is  it  a  trifling  thing  to  encourage  American  ma- 
nufactures, to  amuse  ourselves  with  the  raw  ma- 
terials of  America,  to  give  our  youths  the  oppor- 
tunity of  learning  to  shuffle  and  cut,  and  play 
tricks,  with  American  materials?  Will  it  be  a 
trifling  duty,  when  we  know  that  most  are  fond 
of  them?  I  know  not  how  it  may  be  in  some 
States,  but  I  well  know  how  it  is  in  ours.  The 
games  produced  by  cards  are  amusements  for  rich 
and  poor,  high  and  low.  Both  sexes  amuse  them- 
selves with  these  games.  Thus  they  are  an  equal 
tax.  Most  people  are  fond  of  cardls.  The  tax  is 
not  only  an  equal  one,  but  none,  I  believe,  will 
venture  to  say  that  it  is  not  productive.  If  we 
knew  what  a  tax  on  cards  has  produced,  if  we 
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knew  the  qaantity  of  coals  imported,  then,  and 
then  only,  can  we  know  their  probable  amount  in 
taxation.  A  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  the  only 
member  who  brought  forward  some  calculationH, 
and  he  required  information  from  the  Chairman ; 
but,  sir,  I  wish  to  trouble  him  a  little  more.  He 
sajs,  sir,  that,  if  this  excise  tax  on  tobacco,  snuff, 
ind  sugar  is  struck  out,  there'  will  be  a  deficiency 
of  $210,000.  I  ha^e  oAen  heard  of  that  gentle. 
man*8  abilities,  his  assiduity  in  calculations.  But, 
sir,  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  we  have  not  before 
us  the  exact  amount  of  each  duty,  each  impost, 
each  tax,  and  tonnage,  for  1798,  the  idea  of  what 
each  addition  will  now  produce,  and  the  amount 
of  the  Civil  List,  descriptive.  Then  we  can  col- 
lect the  amount  of  1794.  Until  that  is  produced, 
and  the  documents  and  information  which  I  have 
demanded  are  laid  before  the  House,  I  retain  my 
opinion,  and  therefore  will  now  lay  on  the  table 
my  calculations,  founded  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  asserting  that,  if 
their  printed  statement  is  right,  I  cannot  be  wrong ; 
but  I  hope  my  original  view  in  this  matter  will  be 
accomplished  by  my  requests  and  calls  on  gentle- 
men to  come  forward  with  the  exact  state  of  our 
finances.  This  is  what  I  have  in  view,'  and  then  I 
shall  invite  gentlemen  to  explanations  on  the  lump- 
ing statements. 

To  general  support  for  1794    •  -$7,044,217 

Deduct  the  sum  to  be  loaned  for  Fo- 

-  1,000,000 

6,044,217 

-  8,035,461 


reign  Intercourse 


Balance  as  surplus  for  1794    - 
ToUl 


9,079,668 


By  estimation  of  the  revenues  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1794  -  •  $6,618,584 

By  additional  duties  and  ton- 
nage -  -  -$992,500 

Deduct  tobacco  and 
snuff        -  $100,00# 

Loaf  and  lump  sugar    50,000 

150,000 

842,500 

By  supplies  of  revenue  for  1793  -     1,118,584 


By  probable  surplus  of  appropriation 
out  of  the  revenues  of  1793  - 
Total        .  .  -  - 


By  balance  of  surplus  - 


500,000 

-  9,079,668 

-  3,035,451 


Balance  ....     3,035,451 

Supposed  supplies  and  deficiencies    -     2,010,000 


Leaves  still  a  balance  of 


1,025,451 


Exclusive  of  any  surpluses  similar  to  those  of 
1793,  and  on  the  new  additional  duties — 
The  supplies  supposed  to  be  wanted 
are,  if  the  $1,000,000  be  borrowed, 
the  interest  thereon,  at  six  per  cent, 
is  -  -  -  .        $60,000 

If  the  addition  to  the  military  Estab- 
lishment, provisional  force,  and  ex- 
pense of  the  Militia  is  required,  is  -  650,000 
The  supposed  deduction  on  account  of 
the  imposts  by  interruption  in  com- 
merce, is  -  -  -  -  1,800,000 
Total       -            -            -  -     2,010.000 


That  is,  if  the  sums  which  I  have  taken  fh>m 
the  printed  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  my  band  be  rightly  calculated  by  them ; 
if  there  are  errors,  I  call  on  the  Committee  again 
to  explain  them,  and,  in  particular,  to  explain  that 
lumping  sum  of  $6,618,584. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  35,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

Tear. — Theodorua  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tho- 
mas Blount,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  William 
J.  Dawson,  George  Dent,  William  Findley,  William 
B.  Oiles,  Christopher  Qreennp,  Andrew  Oregg.  Carter 
B.  Harrison,  John  Heath,  Daniel  Heister.  Matthew 
Locke,  William  Ljman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Ma- 
dison, Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  Andrew 
Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  Alexander  D. 
Orr,  Francis  Preitton,  Robert  Ratherfonl,  John  Smilie, 
Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable, 
Francis  Walker,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Beatty,  Elias  B^jodinot, 
Shearjashub  Bounie,  Benjamin  Bourne.  Lambert  Cad- 
walader,  Gabriel  Christie,  Abraham  Clark,  David  Cobb, 
Peleg  Cuffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Henry  Dearborn,  Samuel 
Dexter,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Eaekiel 
Gilbert,  James  Gillespie,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholaa 
Gilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gor- 
don. Samuel  Griffin,  William  B.  Grove,  George  Han- 
cock, James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  John  Hunt- 
er, William  Irvine,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Henry  Lati- 
mer, Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Mal- 
bone,  William  Montgomery,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Josiah  Pai  ker,  Andrew  Pickens,  I'homas  Scott,  Theo* 
dore  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jeremiali  Smitli, 
Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silaa 
Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trum- 
bull, John  E.  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt.  Peter 
Von  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts,  Benjamin  Wil- 
liams, and  Richard  Winn. 

And  then  the  question  being  put,  that  the  House 
do  agree  to  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to  the  third  clause  of 
the  said  resolution  by  adding  to  the  proposed  duty 
of  "five  dollars  on  licenses  or  certificates  of  ad- 
mission of  solicitors,  attorneys,  advocates,  and 
proctors,"  the  words  "  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States :"  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
64,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Beatty,  Thomas  Blount,  Elias  Boudinot,  Gabriel 
Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  David  Cobb,  Isaac  Coles, 
William  J.  Dawson,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent, 
Samuel  Dexter,  William  Findlev,  Dwight  Foster,  Eze- 
kiel  Gilbert,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Alex- 
ander Gillon,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Christopher  Greenup,  William  Barry  Grove,  George 
HancocK,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  John  Heath,  Daniel 
Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  John 
Hunter,  William  Irvine,  Henry  Latimer,  Ama^a  Learn- 
ed, Richard  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Ly- 
man, Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander    Mebane,   Andrew  Moore,  Peter 
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Huhlenberg,  William  Vans  Hurray,  Joseph  Neville, 
Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Jo- 
siah  Parker,  Andrew  Pickens,  Francis  Preston,  Robert 
Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Thomas  Tredwell, 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham 
Venable,  Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nays. — Fisher  Ames,  Sheariashub  Bourne,  Lambert 
Cadwalader,  Abraham  Clark,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit, 
Thomas  Fitzuimons,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Francis  Malbone,  William  Mont- 
gomery, Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  William  Smith,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

The  other  amendments  to  the  said  third  resolu- 
tion were  severally  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded  to  amend 
the  fifth  resolution,  by  striking  out  so  much  thereof 
as  imposes  a  duty  on  all  tobacco  manufactured 
within  the  United  States.  And,  on  the  question 
thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  41,  nays 
45,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Theodorus  Bailey,  Thomas  Blount,  Gabriel 
Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abraham  Clark,  Isaac 
Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry  Dearborn,  George 
Dent,  William  Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Alexander 
Gillon,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel 
Griffin,  Carter  6.  Harrison,  John  Heath,  Daniel  Heis- 
ter,  William  Irvine,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  William  Ly- 
man, Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  mc- 
Dowell,  Andrew  Moore,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  Fran- 
cis Preston,  Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott,  John 
Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Abraham  Venable, 
Francis  Walker,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beat- 
ty,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  'Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Cof- 
fin, Joshua  Coit,  Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitzsimons, 
Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  James  Gillespie,  Nicho- 
las Gilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  William 
B.  Grove,  James  Hillhouse,  William  HinJman,  John 
Hunter.  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  Francis  Malbone,  Alexan- 
der Mebane,  William  Montgomery,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, Andrew  Pickens,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  S. 
Sherburne,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  Zephaniah 
Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy, 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  £.  Van  Allen,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth, Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  John  Watts,  and  Benja- 
min Williams. 

An  adjournment  was  then  called  for  and  carried, 
and  the  House  accordingly  adjourned. 


Friday,  May  9. 

The  Sprakkr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accompa* 
nying  his  account  of  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  public  moneys,  from  the  first  of  July  to 
the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  inclusive ;  also,  his  pay- 
ments  and  receipts  on  account  of  the  War  Depart- 


ment, from  the  first  of  January  to  the  thirty-first 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  inclusive ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Orderedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  detemaining 
the  Northern  Boundary  of  the  Territory  ceded  to 
the  United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina ; 
and  that  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Blount,  and  Mr.  Pbxb- 
TON,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^*  An 
act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  encouraging  the  im- 
portation of  the  same,**  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
resolutions  reported  on  Wednesday  last,  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Tbe  first  resolution  being  under  considei^ 
ation — 

Mr.  Clark  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  OTor 
and  above  all  other  duties,  there  shall  be  laid  on 
all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  the  growth  or 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  a  duty  of 
ten  per  cent.  Mr.  C.  complained  that  no  adequate 
measures  had  yet  been  taken  to  express  the  sense 
of  the  House,  on  the  injuries  committed  by  Britain 
towards  the  commerce  of  America.  If,  after  this 
regulation  took  place,  only  one-half  of  the  goods 
were  imported  from  that  country  that  were  im- 
ported before  it,  the  ten  per  cent  of  additional 
duty  would  be  equal  to  the  keeping  up  of  the  former 
revenue.  The  rich,  who  could  anbid  to  buy  such 
commodities,  would  pay  the  impost  Those 
who  could  not  buy  them  at  the  advanced  price, 
would  seek  American  manufactures,  and  this 
would  give  these  manufactures  additional  encour- 
agement. 

Mr.  W.  SMrm  was  ^gainst  the  motion.  If  there 
is  to  be  a  war  with  England,  it  is  not  worth  while 
to  impose  duties,  as  the  trade  will  be  at  an  end.  If 
a  peace  is  to  follow,  this  motion  will  not  advance  it 
So  that,  in  either  light,  it  is  entirely  superfluous, 
and  can  answer  no  useful  purpose. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  appealed  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
gentleman  himself,  that  he  could  have  no  hopes 
of  the  amendfnent  passing,  but  it  would  consume 
immense  time  in  the  discussion,  and  produce  much 
irritation,  without  being  of  any  service  whatever. 
He  was  sure  that  the  gentleman  meant  well,  and 
he  hoped  that  when  he  reflected  on  what  bad  been 
just  now  suggested,  he  would  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment 

Mr.  Clark  did  not  know  whether  the  amend- 
ment would  pass  or  not  There  was  no  certainty 
either  way.     He  acted  for  the  best 

Mr.  Giles.  Much  has  been  said  about  irritation. 
He,  for  his  part,  felt  none ;  and  if  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Sedgwick]  would  re- 
strain his  own  passions,  there  was  no  fear  of  irri- 
tation. Mr.  G.  hoped  that  the  member  had  not 
forgotten  the  lesson  delivered  by  himself  yesterday, 
as  to  submission  to  a  majority  being  an  essential 
part  in  the  character  of  a  Republican.     The  gen- 
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tleman,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  would  likewise  re- 
member the  acknowledgments  that  be  had  made 
of  his  own  flillibility ;  and  by  keeping  this  in  mind, 
be  would  be  able  to  prevent  irritation.  It  was 
carinas  enough,  that  this  cry  hud  always  come 
fii^t  from  that  side  of  the  House,  who  were  them- 
belves  most  irritated.  Mr.  G.  then  proceeded  to 
take  a  view  of  the  probable  consequences  of  the 
present  amendment  He  adhered  to  an  idea  of 
the  advantages  of  diminishing  our  correspondence 
vith  Britain,  as  the  best  method  of  avoiding  the 
contagion  of  her  political  corruptions.  Mr.  G. 
bad  heard  much  about  negotiation.  This  was  the 
universal  cry  of  a  certain  description  of  people. 
An  Envoy  had  been  appointed  to  the  Court  of 
London  to  negotiate,  and  this  measure  seemed  to 
imply  an  appeal  to  the  generosity  and  mngnanim- 
ity  of  the  firitiah  nation.  He  had  the  greatest 
reli:ince  on  the  purity  of  intentions  in  this  design ; 
but  appeals  of  this  kind,  Mr.  G.  considered  as  alto- 
geiiier  visionary.  From  the  general  result  of  what 
he  Kiid,  the  inference  was,  that  it  forms  a  perfect 
burlesque  of  common  sense  to  draw  any  conclu- 
sions of  British  generosity.  When&ver  any  mea- 
sure had  been  proposed,  that  went  to  support  the 
dignity  and  independence  of  America,  with  regard 
to  Britain,  the  common  answer  was,  that  this  might 
give  offence — U  might  irritate !  Was  this  language 
becoming  an  independent  nation?  He  trusted 
that,  in  future,  we  might  deliberate  upon  our  do- 
mestic arrangements  without  any  apprehension  of 
giving  irritation.  Mr.  G.  observed,  that,  in  the 
Southern  States,  there  was  a  very  general  dispo- 
sition to  multiply  domestic  manufactures;  and 
that  this  spirit  would  effectually  dissipate  any  sus- 
picion of  inconvenience  from  the  want  of  British 
manufactures. 

Mr.  Tracy  did  not  comprehend  what  the  mem- 
ber who  spoke  last  meant,  when  he  spoke  about 
irritation.    In   regard  to  the  question  before  the 
Hooae,  Mr.  Clark  himself,  when  speaking  of  the 
Land  Tax  bill,  had  remarked  how  little  time  they 
had  to  spare.     He  would  wish  to  know,  in  how 
short  a  time  the  member  would  be  able  to  form  a 
bill  upon  this  subject,  that  could  please  even  him- 
self?   [Mr.  Clark  arose,  and  said  **  Two  hours."] 
Mr.  T.  proceeded:  It  would  take  the  gentleman 
two  years.    He  is  quick,  and  flies  off,  said  Mr.  T., 
but  I  appeal  to  his  experience,  as  he  has  been  in 
pablic  business,  perhaps,  before  I  was  born.    Does 
be  think  that  he  can  frame  a  proper  bill  on  this 
subject  in  two  hours  ?    I  venture  to  say,  that  he 
has  not  considered  for  two  hours,  nor,  perhaps,  for 
two  minutes,  upon  this  subject,  if  he  can  make  a 
bill  that  would  satisfy  even  himself,  in  so  short  a 
time. 
Mr.  Ames  objeeted  to  the  amendment 
Mr.  FiTzsiMoss,  Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  Dexter, 
vui  Mr.  Madisor,  also  spoke.    Mr.  Fitzsimohs  had 
ttid,  that  there  was  a  progressive  diminution  of 
trade  with  Britain,  compared  to  the   increase  of 
American  commerce  with  other  nations. 

Mr.  Madisos,  thereupon,  read  a  paper  containing 
a  state  of  trade  with  Britain  : 
Iq  1791,  the  exports  from  that  country  to  America 
were  to  the  value  of    -        •        •    1(19,602,070 


Imports  from  America  to  Britain  in 
the  same  time     -        -        .        . 


Exports  in  1793 
Imports        ** 


6,611,843 

>  13,990,227 

-     $19,711,369 
4,798,848 

$14,913,621 


Mr.  Clark  withdrew  bis  motion.  The  same 
gentleman  made  a  motion  for  an  addition  of  one- 
Ifth  more  than  the  present  duties  upon  all  wine, 
ardent  spirits,  and  teas.  The  resolution  was  ne- 
gatived. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded,  further 
to  amend  the  first  resolution,  by  striking  out,  in 
the  twenty-first  clause,  which  imposes  a  duty  on 
domestic  tonnage,  the  words  "ships  or  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  employed  in  foreign  trade,  six 
cents  per  ton.** 

And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  afiirmative — ^yeas  60,  nays  37,  as  follows: 

Teab. — Fisher  Ames,  Klias  Boudinot,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Gabriel  Christie,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit, 
Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry  Dearborn» 
Samuel  Dexter,  Dwight  Foster,  Elzekiel  Gilbert,  Alex- 
ander Gillon,  Nicholas  Gil  man,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  James  Hillhouse,  John 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Henrv  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  Wil- 
liam Lyman,  James  Madison,  Francis  Malbone,  William 
Montgomery,  William  Vans  Murray,  John  Nicholas, 
John  Page,  Robert  Rutherford,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
John  S.  Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Ze- 

?haoiah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Jonathan 
rumbuU,  John  £.  Van  Allen,  JFbilip  Van  Cortlandt^ 
Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Abraham  Vonable,  Pele^  Wads- 
worth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts,  Benjamm  Wil- 
liams, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats- — ^Theodorus  Bail^,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Beatty,  ThOmas  Blount,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  George  Dent,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fita- 
simons,  William  R  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  James  Gknr- 
don,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  B. 
Grove,  George  Hancock,  Daniel  Heister,  John  Hunter, 
William  Jrvuie,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  M'Dowell,  Alexander  Mebane, 
Andrew  Moore,  Joeepn  Neville,  Anthony  New,  Natha- 
iel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josia,h  Parker,  Andrew 
Pickens,  Francis  Preston,. Thomas  Scott,  Israel  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Uriah  Tracy,  and  Francis  Walker. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded, 
further  to  amend  the  first  resolution,  and  to  in- 
crease the  duty  on  foreign  tonnage,  by  striking  out 
**  twenty.five  cents,'*  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof, 
"  fifty  cents." 

And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the 
negative — yeas  26,  nays  61,  as  follows: 

Tbas.— Fisher  Ames,  Theodorus  Bailey,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Henry  Dearborn,  Samuel 
Dexter,  William  B  Giles,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholas 
Gilman,  Benjamin  GkKxihue,  Daniel  Heister,  William 
Irvine,  William  Lyman,  James  Madison,  John  Page, 
Josiah  Parker,  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford,  John 
S.  Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Fran- 
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ds   Walker,  Beojamin   WilUama,  Richard  Winn,  aud 
Joseph  WiDstoQ. 

Nats. — Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Thomaa 
Blouut,  EUaa  Boudinot,  Lambert  Cadwaladfer,  Gabriel 
Christie.  Thomas  Claiborne,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin, 
Jiiithua  Coit,  Isaac  Coles.  William  J.  Dawson,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  George  Dent^  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fits- 
simon9,*D wight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  James  Gillespie, 
Henry  Glenn,  James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup, 
William  Barry  Grove,  George  Hancock,  Carter  B. 
Harrison,  James  Hillhouse,  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes 
Kittcra.  Henry  Latimer,  Ama!>a  Learned,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Francis  Mal- 
bone,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William 
Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New.  John  Nicholas.  Alexan- 
der D.  Orr,  Andrew  Pickens,  Thomas  Scott,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift, Silas  Talbnt,  George  Thatcher, 
Uriah  Tracy,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
John  E.  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham 
Venable,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and 
John  Watts. 

An  adjournment  was  then  called  for,  and  car- 
ried. 


Saturday,  May  10. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
fVom  the  Chairman  of  a  meeting  of  the  manufac 
turers  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  covering  certain 
resolutions  of  the  said  meeting,  expressive  of  their 
sense  of  the  proposition  now  depending  before  the 
House,  for  imposing  an  excise  on  certain  domestic 
manufactures;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
from  the  President  op  the  United  States,  of 
the  25th  of  March  l.-iHt,  enclosing  copies  of  two 
letters  from  Pulwar  Skipwith,  Consul  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  at  Martinique.     Whereupon, 

Re^olvedf  That  the  President  op  the  United 
States  be  authorized  and  requested  to  direct  the 
payment  of  all  just  expenses  incurred  by  Fulwar 
Skipwith,  in  relieving  the  wants  and  facilitating 
the  return  of  tJie  seamen  belonging  to  the  vessels 
of  the  s^iid  States,  lately  taken  and  condemned  in 
the  British  West  India  Islands,  under  orders  from 
the  British  King;  and  that  the  said  payment  be 
made  out  of  the  fund  provided  fur  the  intercourse 
with  fiireisrn  nations. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Lee,  Mr. 
Kittera,  and  Mr.  Page,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
res/ilutions  reported  on  Wednesday  last,  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  Houho  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Whereupon, 
the  first  resolution  being  still  under  consideration,  a 
motion  was  made  and  seconded,  further  to  amend 
the  same,  by  inserting,  in  the  last  clause,  imposing  a 
duty  on  the  tonnage  of  foreign  ships  or  vessels,  the 
words  **  British  excepted  ;  and  on  British  ships  or 
vessels,  fifty  cents  per  ton." 


And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the 
negative — yeas  24,  nays  65,  as  follows :  | 

Yeas. — ^Thomas  Blount,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thomn 
Claiborne,  William  J.  Dawson,  William  Findley,  Til- 
liam  B.  Giles,  Alexander  Gillon,  Christopher  Greenup, 
Carter  R  Harrison,  William  Lyman,  James  Msiii^m, 
Joseph  McDowell,  Andrew  Moore,  Anthony  N<>w,Jo^ji 
Page,  Josiah  Parker.  Francis  Preston,  Hubert  Ruthrt- 
ford,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Abraham  Ytiiable.i 
Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  and  Ridurd 
Winn. 

Nats. — ^Theodorus  Bailey,  John  Beatty.  Eliss  Bou- 
dinot, Benjamin  Bounie.  Lambert  Cadwalader.  Abrs- 
ham  Clark,  David  C«»bb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jo- 
nathan Dayton,  Henry  Dearborn.  George  Dent,  Tho- 
mas Fitxsimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Eaekiel  Gilbert,  Jsmes 
Gillespie,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Henry  Glenn.  Benjamia! 
Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg.  George  Han- 
cock, Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillhouse.  William  Uiod- 
man,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Henry  Latimer,  Anta^si 
Learned.  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Matyiew  Locke.  Xatlia- 
iel  Macon,  Francis  Malbone,  Alexander  Mebane,  Wil- 
liam Montgomery,  Joseph  Neville,  John  Nichnl&s.  Alex- 
ander D.  Orr,  Andrew  Pickens,  Thomas  Sc«»tt.  The- 
odore Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  Ze- 
phaniah Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriih 
Tracy,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John 
R  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Giw$- 
beck,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemaa  Ward,  Jobs 
Watts,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  first  resolutioa  » 
ao^nded,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  second  resolution,  as  amended,  was  again 
read,  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  third  resolution  being  under  consideration,  a 
motion  was  made  and  seconded,  to  amend  the  same, 
by  striking  out  the  sixth  clause  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit :  ^'  Deeds,  except,  those  otherwise  par- 
ticularly rated,  twenty-five  cents." 

And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the 
negntive — yeas  30,  nays  44,  as  follows : 

Yras.— Theodorus  Bailey,  Thomas  Blount,  Thomaa 
Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  Geor^  Dent,  William  Fiodley, 
William  B.  Giles.  James  Gillespie.  Carter  B  Harriwo, 
Daniel  Heister,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Joseph 
Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Alexander  D. 
Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Francis  Preston,  Tho- 
mas Scott,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Tred- 
well, Philip  Van  Cortland,  Francis  Walker,  Beojamia 
Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats.— Fisher  Ames,  Elias  Boudinot,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Gabriel  Christie,  Abra- 
ham CUrk,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshaa  Coit, 
William  J.  Dawson,  Henry  Dearborn,  Samuel  Dexter, 
Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Alexander  Gillon,  Ni- 
cholas Gilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Jamei 
Gordon,  George  Hancock,  James  Hillhouse,  William 
Hindman,  John  Hunter,  William  Irvine,  Amasa 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Malbone,  William 
Montgomery,  William  Vans  Murray,  Andrew  Pickena, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Zephaniali  Swift.  Silas  Talbot, 
George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  TrumbsU, 
John  E.  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  John  Wattsi 
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And  thoD  the  mtin  question  being  pat,  that  the 
[ouse  do  agree  to  the  said  third  resolution  as 
mendedf  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  re- 
slotions  were  again  read,  and  on  the  question  se- 
tn^\J  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded,  to  amend 
le  said  report,  bj  adding  to  the  end  thereof  t^e 
)Uowing  resolution,  to  wit : 

"  i;efo/M<  That,  after  the day  of ^^  there  be 

Qowed  on  exportation,  a  drawback  of  *-—  per  pound 

II  all  tobaceo ;  -— ^  per  pound  on  all  souff ;  ana 

er  poaad  on  all  suffarB  manufactured  in  the  United 

luted  \  and  that  no  drawback  shall,  from  the  naid 

ay  of y  be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  any  to- 

Mco,  snofiE;  or  loaf  sugar,  imported  into  the  United 
Itates:" 

And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  was  resolved 
n  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
uint  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Wil- 
.I.UI  SxiTH,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  Mr.  Qbovb, 
ir.  Obr,  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Chris- 
m»  Mr.  FiTZSiMONS,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Watts, 
kCr.  Tracy,  Mr.  Israel  Smith,  Mr.  Ambs,  Mr. 
jiucAN,  and  Mr.  Latimer,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
Jtesame. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
Knted,  according  to  order,  a  bill  providing  for  the 
^jmcnt  of  certain  expenses  incurred  by  Fulwar 
Slupwith,  on  public  account:  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Wadswortb,  from  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Reuben 
Smith,  for  himself  and  Nathan  Strong,  made  a 
report;  which  was  read.    Whereupon, 

Rmlved^  That  the  Collector  for  the  District  of 
W  York  be  authorized  to  remit  to  Reuben 
Smith  and  Nathan  Strong,  owners  of  the  ship 
Junes,  of  New  York,  the  duties  and  imposts  of 
toQDige,  which  may  be  incurred  in  consequence 
of  the  incompetent  or  invalid  register  of  the  said 
chip:  Provided^  That  they  shall  obtain,  within  one 
handred  and  twenty  days,  a  new  register  for  the 
aid  ship,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
soant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Jeremiah 
WiDswoRTH,  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  Mr.  Foster,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 


MoNDAT,  May  18. 

An  engrossed  bill,  providing  for  the  payment  of 
c^Q  expenses  incurred  by  Fulwar  Skipwith,  on 
pQblic  account,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  from  the  committee 
appointed,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben 
^mith  and  Nathan  Strong ;  which  was  read  twice, 
>Qd  committed. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"Ano^Md;  That  the  cewion  made  by  the  State  of 

^•*  York,  of  a  piece  of  land  at  Montauk  Pomt,  upon 

ue  cut  end  of  Long  Island,  for  the  site  of  a  light- 

^o««e,  is,  sad  shall  be  deemed  a  good  and  sufficient 

3dCov^22 


cession  of  the  jurisdiction  thereof  to  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed ;  and  that  it 
be,  and  is  hereby,  accepted  as  such,  anything  in  any  law 
to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise  notwithstanding  ;** 

Ordered^  That  said  motion,  together  with  the 
copy  of  an  exemplification  of  an  act  of  the  Legis* 
lature  of  New  York,  ceding  to  the  United  States 
the  jurisdiction  of  certain  lands  on  Montauk 
Point,  communicated  by  a  written  Me&sage  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
27th  of  February,  1793,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Fitz- 
simons,  Mr.  Benjamin    Bourne,   and  Mr.    Treo- 

WELL. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ; 

Oentlemeii  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  ike  H<mt«  of  BepreeetUaHwee : 

As  the  Letter  which  1  forwarded  to  Congress  on  the 
15th  day  of  April  last,  from  the  Minister  Plenipoten* 
tiary  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
in  answer  to  a  memorial  of  our  Minister  in  London, 
related  to  a  very  interesting  subject,  1  thought  it  proper 
not  to  delay  its  communication.  But,  since  that  time, 
the  memorial  itself  has  been  received,  in  a  Letter  from 
our  Minister,  and  a  reply  has  been  made  to  that  answer 
by  the  Secretary  of  State:  Copies  of  them  are,  there 
fore,  now  transmitted. 

I  also  send  the  cony  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor 
of  Rhode  Island,  enclosing  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  State,  empowering  the  United  States  to  hold  lauds 
within  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  fortifica- 
tions ;  and  certain  papers  concerning  patents  for  the 
donation  lands  to  the  ancient  settlers  of  Vincennes, 
upon  the  Wabash. 

a.  WASHINGTON. 

UmTBD  Stato,  JTay  IS,  1794. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  making  further  and 
more  efiectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States ; "  to  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

STATES*  ACCOUNTS. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"  JUeolvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  fur- 
nish the  Executives  of  tlie  several  States  with  a  copy  of 
Uie  book  marked  A,  deposited  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment by  the  Commissioners  who  settled  the  accounts 
between  the  individual  States  and  the  United  States :" 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  Mr.  Hillbouse. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  that  a  copy  of  a  book 
in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  office,  marked 
E,  should  be  transmitted  to  each  of  the  States. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  that  if  it  was  proper  to 
raise  discord  and  jealousy  in  the  United  States, 
and  to  feed  them,  then  the  motion  was  right ;  but 
if  it  was  proper  to  keep  the  States  in  mutual  har- 
mony, the  motion  was  wrong.  A  gentleman  had 
said  that  the  contents  of  the  book  were  so  short, 
that  he  could  make  three  copies  of  it  in  a  da^. 
YThy,  then,  if  he  wanted  copies,  let  him  send  his 
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clerk  to  the  office  of  the  Secretarj  of  State,  and 
get  a  dozen  copies  made  at  once.  There  was  no- 
thing to  hinder  him  from  doing  so,  Bnt  why,  to 
use  the  words  of  a  great  man,  should  the  House 
belittle  themseWes  hy  interposing  tn  sach  a  matter? 

Mr.  Tkrablr  said,  that  of  all  which  he  had 
ever  heard,  this  sort  of  argning  was  the  most  ex- 
traordinary. The  book  contained  an  accotmt  of 
the  settlement  of  the  debts  dae  between  the 
United  States.  By  this  statement.  North  Ca- 
rolina was  largely  debtor,  and  Massacbasetts 
largely  the  creditor.  Yet  the  members  from  the 
latter  State  refuse  to  let  the  former  look  into 
the  matter.  You,  the  debtors,  hare  nothing  to 
do  with  the  mode  of  settling  the  account  We, 
the  creditors,  are  satisfied  that  it  is  right  This 
appeared  to  be*  the  substance  of  some  of  Mr.  Y.'s 
reasonings. 

Mr.  Datton  said  that,  in  Xew  Jersey,  they 
wanted  no  such  copy.  The  question  was  referred 
to  m  select  committee,  who  are  to  make  a  report 
on  the  propriety  of  transmitting  official  copies  of 
the  book  marked  £  to  each  of  the  ftAeen  United 
SUtes. 

Mr.  Clark  complained  that  members  did  not 
attend  punctually  at  ten  in  the  morning,  which 
made  it  necessary  for  the  House  to  sit  till  three, 

THE  EMBARGO. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

**  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  ef  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  AmerieOt  in  Conaress  assembled^ 
That  the  present  embargo  be  continued,  and  every  re- 
gulation therein  shall  be  ia  full  force  until  the  twenti- 
eth day  of  June  next :" 

Mr.  Parkkr  obserred,  that,  although  he  was 
much  in  &Tor  of  the  Embargo  when  it  was  first 
enacted,  yet,  at  the  present  time,  he  thought  it 
would  be  improper  to  continue  it 

At  that  time,  a  system  was  formed  by  a  majo- 
rity of  the  House,  for  carrying  into  effect  mea- 
sures that  might  counteract  the  nefarious  practices 
of  the  British  GoTemment  on  our  commerce; 
that  the  first  object  whkh  presented  itself  to  him 
was  to  lay  an  Embargo  in  order  that  the  large 
fleets  and  armies  of  the  British  in  the  West  In- 
dies, who  were  there  on  a  design  to  conquer  the 
islands  of  our  friends,  and  had  committed  robbe- 
ries on  neutral  property,  that  would  disgrace  a 
banditti  of  pirates ;  and,  in  order  that  they  should 
be  deprived  of  the  supplies  which  they  might  re- 
quire, as  well  as  to  prevent  the  further  Capture  of 
our  vessels,  and  treating  the  American  flag  and 
citizens  with  insult  and  cruelty,  I  thought  that 
would  be  the  stepping-stone  to  other  measures 
which  were  concerted  to  oppose  the  insults  of  our 
enemies,  and  doing  justice  to  our  citizens^  whoso 
property  had  been  robbed  and  persons  abused  by 
British  armed  vessels;  that  this  was  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  bill  which  had  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  a  great  majority  for  breaking 
off  all  commerce  with  Great  Britain  after  Novem- 
ber next,  and  this  was  to  be  followed  by  an  arresta- 
tion  of  British  property,  to  reimburse  our  citizens 
for  tba  losses  we  had  sustaioed;  that,- as  the  se- 


cond measure  was  rejected  by  the  Toice  of  the 
ViCB  PRESiBENt  in  Senate,  which  bad  broken 
the  chain  ;  and,  as  the  PaKsiDBm*  had  appointed  • 
pacific  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the  British  Court, 
and  as  the  ieets  and  armies  of  the  British  in  the 
West  Indies,  under  Sir  John  Jervis  and  Sir 
Charles  Grey,  had  captured  most  of  the  Freneh 
ishinds,  he  thoiTght  it  would  be  Improper  to  con- 
tinue the  Embargo,  the  more  so  as  the  PIbesidest, 
by  slipping  in  and  arresting  the  progress  of  the 
Representatires,  no  doubt,  with  m  certain  hope  of 
the  continuance  of  peace,  and  being  responsibk 
therefor,  he  deemed  ft  best  not  to  interfere,  and  l> 
giro  up  every  further  prospect  of  hostility,  uDt3 
the  event  of  the  mission  to  Britain  shall  be  knovn. 

Another  reason  that  operated  very  forcibly  with 
him,  was,  that  our  French  friends  were  much  in 
want  of  provisions;  and,  as  there  was  no  prospect 
of  discriminations  in  their  favor,  which  be  had 
wished  for,  he  should  give  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
it  would  be  improper  to  contmue  the  Embargo 
after  the  25th  instant 

From  the  connnencement  of  the  Adanmistn- 
tion  of  this  Government,  certain  gentlemen,  and 
particularly  those  of  the  Eastern  States,  haJ 
been  charged  with  regulating  their  political  con- 
duct by  local  considerations.  They  had  disre* 
gsrded  the  interest  of  erery  part  of  the  United 
States,  hot  the  particular  districts  of  country  from 
which  they  came.  The  charge  was  now  re- 
versed :  those  districts  hare  suffered  infinitelr  be- 
yond their  neighbors,  by  the  effects  of  those  mea- 
sures of  which  we  complain ;  and,  notwithstand- 
ing all  this,  the  Representatives  of  those  district? 
have  all  at  once  so  totally  changed,  have  become 
so  tame,  so  torpid,  as  to  be  regardless  of  the  inter- 
ests and  sufferings  of  their  imrmediate  constitu- 
ents. Nor  (said  he)  is  this  all ;  ocrr  kind  Soathem 
brethren  have,  from  pwe  disinterested  benero- 
lence,  and  with  a  most  acute  sensibility,  deter- 
mined to  procure  for  oar  constituents  that  redress 
to  which  we  are  indifferent 

It  had  been  said  that  the  gentlemen  who  were 
in  faror  of  indemnification  had  opposed  ereij 
measure  of  energy.  They  had,  indeed,  opposed 
certain  measures  to  which  they  would  give  a  Tcrjr 
different  appellation.  They  had  not  only  fkrored, 
but  had  been  the  authors  of  every  measure  of  re- 
spectable efficiency,  as  well  in  respect  to  force,  as 
the  means  of  defraying  the. expenses  which  oor 
situation  had  rendered  it  necesswr  should  be  in- 
curred. He  need  not  say  who  had  opposed  those 
measures. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMOSS  hoped  that  the  House  wovldlno^ 
agree  to  the  resolution.  Ho  stated  the  DQme^ 
ous  inconveniences  which  had  arisen  from  the  mea- 
sure already.  The  system  of  British  conduct  was 
now  altered.  There  were  at  present  many  shipfi 
detained  in  the  harbors  of  the  United  SUtes,  that 
were  cleared  out  before  the  Embargo  was  laid. 
Their  detention,  as  far  as  he  could  learn,  was  cod-| 
trary  to  the  common  practice  of  nations,  in  castf 
of  that  nature. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  the  reason  why  tM 
Embargo  had  been  laid  on  was,  the  piracies  « 
BriUiB.    The  seoood  order*  of  the  8th  of  Jtaiitfr 


C77 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


678 


Uat,  1794.] 


The  Embargfo, 


[H.  OF  R. 


last  had  produced  no  alteratioa  for  the  better,  in 
the  conduct  of  her  privateers.  We  had  yet  heard 
nothing  from  the  agents  despatched  to  the  West 
Indies ;  and  we  ought  not  to  revoke  the  Embargo 
till  some  change  of  .system,  on  the  part  of  Britain, 
should  warrant  the  measure ;  we  knew  nothing 
about  the  actual  state  of  matters  in  the  West  In- 
dies. The  newspapers  were  filled  with  stories  of 
releasing  American  vessels  in  one  island,  and  of 
capturing  them  in  another.  One  captain  had 
come  to  this  port,  and  told  a  story  to  the  editor  of 
a  newspaper.  He  then  went  to  another  publisher 
of  a  paper,  and  told  a  story  quite  opposite  /  The 
House  could  make  nothing  of  such  a  farrago — 
such  a  jumble  of  contradictory  reports.  The  pub- 
lie  sentiment  was  against  taking  off  the  Embai^go. 

Mr.  WiLDSWORTH  was  against  the  motion.  It 
had  been  said  that  American  ships  did  not  arrive 
from  the  West  Indies.  They  did  arrive  in  great 
numbers,  and  as  quickly  as  could  be  expected. 
From  this  he  inferred  that  the  ravages  of  British 
privateers  had,  in  a  great  measure,  ceased.  Insur- 
ance  at  present  is  not  higher  than  ten  per  cent 
A  million  of  bushels  of  salt  will  be  wanted  this 
season  in  the  American  States ;  and  they  will  be 
a  million  of  dollars  dearer,  if  the  Embargo  is  kept 
on,  than  if  it  is  taken  off.  Mr.  W.  said,  that  he 
had  got  home  all  his  importations  for  this  year. 
He  had  nothing,  therefore,  to  apprehend  on  his 
own  account,  from  the  continuance  of  the  Embai^ 
go.  It  was  his  firm  opinion,  and  he  could  declare 
it  upon  his  honor  to  be  so,  that,  if  the  Embargo 
continued,  the  value  of  his  own  imports  would  rise 
one  hundred  per  cent  He  believed  that  salt  would 
rise  to  three  dollars  a  bushel 

Mr.  Nicholas  had  approved  of  the  Embargo 
when  imposed ;  and  he  now  hoped  that  it  would 
be  repealed  by  as  great  a  mtgority  as  that  which 
voted  for  laying  it  on. 

Mr.  GiLBS  recommended  a  discontinuance  of 
the  Embarga  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina had  urged  the  public  sentiment  as  a  reason 
for  keeping  it  on.  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
public  sentiment  was  an  argument  in  that  House 
for  the  adoption  of  measures;  and  he  was  particu- 
larly highly  pleased  that  this  respect  for  the  pub- 
lie  sentiment  had  now  come  ih>m  the  quarter 
from  which  it  was  at  present  announced.  He 
hinted  that  the  gentleman  [Mr.  W.  Smith]  had 
not  always  paid  an  equal  deference  to  public  sen- 
timent He  was  for  the  Embargo  being  taken  off, 
because  he  understood  that  France  would  suffer 
considerably  by  its  continuance ;  because  it  would 
materially  affect  the  American  farmers;  and  be- 
cause, as  the  danger  was  now  more  fully  knpwn, 
merchants  would  beware  of  the  danger,  and  pro- 
vide more  or  less  for  their  individual  security. 
Farmers  in  the  United  States  had  entered  into 
contracts  of  various  kinds.  For  the  discharge  of 
these,  they  depended  on  the  sale  of  their  crops. 
He  was  originally  for  the  measure,  which  had  an- 
swered many  good  purposes,  by  preventing  Ame- 
ncan  vessels  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  Bri- 
tish privateers.  He  was  likewise  for  it,  as  con- 
nected with  a  system  of  other  measures.  [Mr.  Q. 
aOaded  to  the  sequestration  of  British  property,  I 


&o.]  These  measures  had  been  laid  aside;  and 
therefore,  he  would  now  likewise  be  for  laying 
this  aside. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  that  he  had  been  in  favor  of 
laying  the  Embargo,  both  in  the  first  month  and  in 
the  second  month  of  its  continuance ;  but  he  should 
now  be  opposed  to  the  proposition  on  the  table, 
and  against  extending   the  Embargo  beyond  the 
25th  of  this  month,  when  the  present  one  would 
expire.    He  would  not  be  understood  to  found  any 
part  of  his  conduct  upon  a  belief  that  there  was  a 
returning  sense  of  justice  in  the  Government  of 
Qreat  Britain,  or  that  there  had  been  any  material 
change  in   the  predatory  system.     He  lamented 
that  any  of  those  who  were  on  the  same  side 
should  have  entertained  such  a  belief,  and  espe- 
cially that  they  should  have  mentioned  it  as  an 
argument  against  the  motion.     Where,  he  asked, 
was  the  proof  that  the  instructions  of  the  8th  of 
January  had  effected  a  change  favorable  to  this 
country  in  the  conduct  of  that  nation  ?    If  there 
was  such  a  change,  as  some  gentlemep  asserted, 
where  were  the  two  or  three  hundred  American 
vessels  that  have  been  captured  and  carried  into 
the  British  West  India  islands  ?    If  we  look  for 
them  in  our  ports,  they  are  not  to  be  found.'    It  is 
true,  that  now  and  then  a  solitary  vessel  enters 
into  our  harbors,  escaped  from  British  depreda- 
tion :   but  you  would   hear  the  seamen  who  ar- 
rived felicitating  one  another  almost  as  much  as  if 
they  had  escaped  from  the  clutches  of  pirates.     He 
said  that   those  instructions    might  make  theft) 
more    complacent    highwaymen,   but    still    they 
would  be  highwaymen.     They  might  practise  a 
little  more  of  the  solemn  mockery  of  judicial  pro- 
cess;  they  might  be   a  little  more  observant  of 
forms ;   but  they  had  since  continued,  and  would 
probably  continue  to  rob  us.     He  mentioned  those 
things  to  show  that  there  were  other  considera- 
tions which  influenced  him.     These  were,  that  an 
Embargo  would  operate  hereafter  most  unfavora- 
bly for  ourselves,  particularly  our  farmers,  and  for 
our  allies,  the  Freftch.     Produce,  he  said,  would 
certainly  fall  much   lower,  if  we   continued  the 
Embargo  longer  than  the  25th.   'Our  farmers  and 
planters  depend  upon  the  sale  of  that  produce  to 
pay  their  debts,  or  to  purchase  necessaries  for  their 
families;   and  the  resolution  on  the  table  would 
operate  doubly  hard  for  them,  not  only  in  lower- 
ing the  value  of  the  product  of  their  farms,  but  by 
increasing  the  price  of  every  foreign  article  which 
they  would  need  to  purchase  from  the  merchants. 
The  injury  which  its  further  continuance  would 
occasion  to  our  allies,  the  French,  had  great  weight 
with  him  in  opposing  it     It  could  not  be  denied, 
that  France  was  much  more  dependent  upon  this 
country  for  supplies  of  provisions,  in  her  present 
arduous  struggle,  than  any  other  nation,  or  than 
all  others ;  and  he  inferred  from  thence,  that  there 
could  not  be  a  disposition  in  that  House  to  extend 
a  prohibition  which  should  add  to  the  sufferings 
of  those  who  are  fighting  in  the  cause  of  liberty 
against  the  most  powerful  combination  that  was 
ever  formed  to  crush  it 

Mr.  Dbxthr  was  likewise  for  taking  off  the  Em- 
bargo.   It  was  become  pretty  evident  that  the 


679 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


680 


H.  OF  R.] 


The  Embargo, 


[Mat,  1794. 


United  States  are  not  in  immediate  danger  of  hos- 
tilities. It  was  difficult  to  continue  the  Embargo 
till  we  could  hear  from  Mr.  Jay,  which  might  re- 
quire six  months.  Farmers  suffer  as  much  by  the 
present  restraint  upon  commerce  as  they  would 
suffer  by  war. 

Mr.  Clark  was  for  letting  the  Embargo  die  of 
itself.  He  did  not  think  it  quite  fair  for  gentle- 
men all  to  speak  upon  one  side  of  a  question. 
There  was  another  Embargo  that  Mr.  C.  wished 
to  see  taken  off  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  with 
propriety.  We  have  been  embargoed  in  this 
House,  said  he,  for  six  months,  and  if  we  persist 
ill  this  habit  of  making  fine  speeches  upon  every 
occasion,  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  this  second 
Embargo  can  be  taken  off 

Mr.  GiLLON  desired  that  the  matter  might  have 
a  full  discussion.  He  and  his  colleague  from 
Charleston  supported  the  motion  by  order  of  their 
constituents. 

Mr.  HuNTKR  then  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  sub- 
scribed by  forty-eight  of  the  merchants  and  other 
citizens  of  Charleston,  who  had  suffered  by  the 
piracies  of  Britain,  with  a  list  of  the  ships  thus 
taken,  and  an  estimate  of  their  value.  The  letter 
was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  GiLLoif  then  proceeded  to  make  a  variety 
of  remarks  in  support  of  the  motion  before  the 
House.  He  apologised,  if  any  part  of  what  he 
had  to  say,  should  seem  a  digression,  as  the  sub- 
ject was  of  so  great  an  extent  Mr.  G.  said,  that 
lie  remembered,  in  that  Assembly,  in  1777,  they 
had  used  to  flatter  themselves,  that  the  Eastern 
States  would  build  ships,  and  the  Southern  would 
supply  them  with  cargoes ;  and  they  would  mu- 
tually support  the  interest  of  each  other.  He  re- 
gretted that  this  cordiality  was  not,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  so  ardent  as  could  have  been  wished. 
As  to  Britain  relaxing  her  outrages  in  the  West 
Indies,  the  sole  object  of  that  nation  is  gain,  no 
matter  by  what  means  it  could  be  obtain^.  Mr. 
G.,  to  show  the  infamy  of  Britain  in  its  proper 
light,  quoted  some  passages  from  the  letter  of  a 
captain  in  the  West  Indies,  who  had  received  the 
most  unprovoked  and  the  most  horrible  treatment 
from  these  miscreants. 

Mr.  G.  hoped  that  the  Embargo  would  continue 
for  a  longer  period  than  to  the  25th  of  June,  the 
term  specified  in  the  resolution.  He  recommended 
that  the  House  should  adjourn  but  for  a  short 
time,  and  continue  the  restriction  till  they  sat 
again.  It  had  been  said,  that  this  step  would  in- 
jure our  allies ;  that  the  price  of  imports  would 
rise,  while  that  of  exports  would  fall.  He  would 
be  one  of  the  last  men  willing  to  distress  our  al- 
lies. He  hoped  that  the  Embargo  might  be  re- 
stricted, so  as  to  let  the  French  import  from  this 
eountry  whatever  they  wanted  in  American  bot- 
toms. This  would  promote  our  commerce,  if 
gentleman  acquainted  with  that  business  consid- 
ered the  neasure  as  practicable.  Reverting  to 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Wadsworth,  Mr.  G.  ob- 
served, that  salt  is  at  present  only  three  shillings 
and  six  peace,  or  lour  shillings  a  bushel  in  Charles- 
ton. The  price  has  fallen  there,  and  it  has  not 
even  risen  at  Phikdelphia.    He  did  not  see  much 


danger  of  a  rise  in  the  price  of  foreign  articles 
here ;  merchant  ships  came  at  present  frequently 
to  this  country.  They  encourage  one  another,  as 
sure  of  a  high  market ;  and,  as  to  the  Embargo, 
they  say  that  it  cannot  hold  long.  If  the  British 
depredations  have  ceased,  it  certainly  is  not  owing 
to  any  change  of  principle  in  them.  Bat  our  ships 
are  kept  safe  at  home  in  our  harbors ;  their  Bri- 
tish system  changes  with  the  course  of  events  in 
Europe.  No  nation  is  more  insolent  in  proaperity ; 
none  more  humiliated  in  adversity.  Mr.  G.  con- 
cluded by  expressing  a  hope  that  some  way  might 
be  contributed  for  keeping  on  an  Embargo,  with- 
out iniury  to  the  farmers.  If  this  could  not  be 
done,  it  must  be  taken  off. 

Mr.  Murray  hoped  that  the  resolntiofi  would 
not  succeed.    Indeed  he  thought,  that  a  total  re- 
fusal of  its  terms  would  consist  of  our  true  policy. 
He  said,  he  was  among  those  who  supported  the 
first  unsuccessfVil  vote  for  an  Embargo,  and  had  in 
each  following  vote  been  for  it    There  were  two 
reasons  that  had  led  him  to  think  the  Embargo  a 
good  measure,  when  it  was  laid,  and  eontioaed : 
the  risk   the  American  trade  and  seamen  vere 
exposed  to  from  that  infamous  course  of  depreda- 
tion which  followed  the  Orders  of  the  6th  of  No- 
vember,  and  the  evidence  that  flowed  finom  that 
Order  of  an  intention  to  involve  this  country  in 
war.    The  depredations  on  our  trade  had  been  im- 
mense ;  and  the  Embargo  was  not  only  defen.«dble 
as  a  good  cautionary  measure,  to  secure  the  sea- 
men and  vessels  of  this  country  from  violence, 
but  by  shutting  out  our  vessels  from  the  opportu- 
nity of  being  longer  exposed  to  British  depreda- 
tion, the  occasions  would  be  diminished  that  would 
bring  up  the  irksome  question,  how  fiur  Govern- 
ment is  bound  to  indemnify  citisens  for  losses  sos- 
tained  under  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  \ 
The  same  act  under  which  the  depredations  had 
been  committed,  manifested  a  spirit  of  hostility 
that  betrayed  the  probability  of  war.     He  had  be- 
lieved, when  he  voted  for  the  Embargo,  that  there 
was  something  of  system  in  the  November  6th  Or- 
der.    He  thought  that  Order  was  the  first  move- 
ment of  a  system  of  hostile  operations,  which  some 
intermediate  events  had  set  aside :  of  this,  the  Or- 
der of  the  8th  January,  and  the  subsequent  dis- 
missal of  the  captured  vessels,  was  evidenced.    If 
the  depredations  have  ceased,  and  the  vessels  cap- 
tured have  been  released,  and  if  the  probahility  of 
war  be  diminished,  the  leading  motives  that  justi- 
fied so  strong  a  measure  had  ceased  to  operate. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  vessels  that  have  been 
taken  have  been  released:   the  daily  arrivals  in 
various  parts  of  the  Union  prove  thi&    Had  the 
chance  of  war  continued  in  fhll  force,  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Embargo,  as  is  designed  by  this 
resolution,  though  it  stocd  on  a  prodigioas  sacri- 
fice of  present  interest,  would  have  been  not  only 
defensible,  put  perhaps  essential.    It  woald  not 
only  prove  negatively  a  benefit  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  shipping  and  seamen,  bat  would  ope- 
rate, in  the  most  sensible  manner,  as  a  withdrawal 
of  supplies  fh>m  the  Power  with  whom  hostilities 
might  oe  expected.    This  great  sacrifice  to  policy 
he  could  not  now  believe  to  be  neoeasary  longer 
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than  the  term  assigDed  by  law — the  25th  of  this 
month. 

The  reason  why  he  had  voted  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Embargo,  though  we  had  receiTed  in- 
telligence of  the  revocation  of  the  obnoxious  and 
shameful  Order  of  6th  November,  was,  because  he 
bad  lost  aU  confidence  in  the  justice  or  wisdom  of 
those  who  issued  it;  as  he  thought  the  first  unjust 
by  premeditation,  he  had  suspected  the  last  as  in- 
sidious; however,  this  we  know,  that  they  have 
released  our  vessels.  So  very  extensive  was  the 
ioflaence  of  embargoes  in  this  country,  that  no- 
thing but  dire  necessity  could  justify  them;  a 
country  with  small  capital  and  yet  of  immense 
eiport,  and  the  great  part  of  that  export  of  a  quality 
that  could  not  endure  the  Summer^s  heat  In  such 
a.moment  as  the  present,  where  evidence  of  the 
opinions  of  the  public  was  so  contradictory,  he 
would  endeavor  to  do  what  appeared  to  be  the 
broad  and  general  interest.  There  was,  he  be- 
liered,  a  field  open  to  speculation  by  the  doubt 
entertained  of  this  day's  decision:  a  variety  of 
opposite  interests  of  course  were  thus  created, 
and  opinions  and  wishes  might  be  expected  out 
of  doors  from  the  different  views  of  self-interest 
Those  who  had  to  purchase  grain,  for  instance, 
calculating  on  the  almost  certain  termination  of 
the  Embargo  some  time  this  Summer,  and  fore- 
seeing great  prices  in  foreign  markets,  might,  if 
they  were  actuated  by  selfish  pnnciples,  wish  to 
see  this  resolution  succeed.  As  the  aspect  of  af- 
fairs had  certainly  considerably  altered,  and  the 
reasons  that  led  to  the  Embargo  had  so  diminished 
as  no  longer  to  warrant  either  a  dread  of  the  cap- 
ture of  our  vessels  or  the  apprehension  of  war, 
(at  least  speedily,)  he  hoped  the  resolution  would 
bxl  of  succesSb 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  asked  what  assurance  we  have, 
that  Britain  vrill  not  play  the  same  game  over 
^ain  that  she  has  done  already  ?  Does  not  that 
new  Order  prohibit,  as  much  as  ever,  American 
Vessels  firom  carrying  provisions  to  her  West  In- 
dia Islands?  As  to  the  Republic  of  France,  he 
c^ld  make  great  allowances  for  their  situation, 
but,  after  all,  what  apology  could  there  be  made 
for  the  starving  of  American  sailors  in  French 
harbors?  Is  this  proper?  These  men,  as  Mr.  B. 
bad  been  well  informed,  were  at  this  moment  ac- 
tually starving,  and  in  want  of  the  common  neces- 
saries of  life.  If  the  Embargo  is  taken  o£^  this 
must  be  done  upon  the  principle  that  it  ought 
never  to  have  been  laid  on.  We  must  expect,  that 
if  our  ships  go  back  again  to  the  West  Indies,  they 
will  be  taken  as  formerly.  He  could  wish  to  stand 
by  the  measure,  since  it  had  once  been  adopted, 
snd  let  the  West  Indies  see  that  we  can  starve 
them  out;  let  them  see  that  we  can  make  them 
feel  the  effects  of  our  measures.  Ho  did  not 
wish  to  continue  the  Embargo  one  moment  longer 
than  public  necessity  requires:  but  to  have  made 
the  merchants  and  farmers  suffer  as  they  have  done 
for  two  months,  and  then  to  have  the  business  end 
in  nothing,  was  rather  vexatious. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  defended  his  resolution.  It  had 
been  alleged  that  emigrants  wanting  to  get  back 
to  the  West  IndieSi  were  prevented  by  this  Em- 


bargo. Government  had  provided  for  that  The 
point,  it  is  said,  has  been  determined,  that  the  West 
Indies  depend  on  America  for  subsistence.  He 
asserted,  on  the  contrary,  that  this  point  was  not 
determined ;  and  this  revocation  will  prove  to  the 
world,  that  we  are  as  eager  to  sell,  as  they  are  to 
buy.  He  hoped  that  there  was  a  spiri^t  in  this 
country  to  stand  Che  consequences  of  the  measures. 
He  next  replied  to  the  ironical  applause  bestowed 
upon  him  in  a  former  part  of  this  debate, 
by  Mr.  Giles,  for  his  recently  assumed  respect 
to  the  public  sentiment  He  said  that  it  is  often 
very  difficult  to  say  what  public  sentiment  is.  The 
member  himself  had  often  opposed  the  public  sen- 
timent :  he  had  opposed  the  arming  of  frigates,  and 
yet  that  was  surely  a  popular  measure.  At  the 
same  time,  he  hoped  that  no  member  would  vote 
for  a  measure  that  hia  judgment  condemns,  be- 
cause  it  is  said  to  be  a  popuUr  one ;  as  this  would 
reduce  him  to  a  mere  puppet — a  machine.  It 
had  been  said,  that  this  Embargo  should  be  taken 
off  on  account  of  France ;  but  our  vessels,  if  that 
obstacle  is  removed,  will  not  go  to  France :  they 
will  go  to  the  West  Indies,  where  they  can  get 
thirty  dollars  a  barrel  for  their  flour,  which  they 
cannot  get  in  France. 

Mr.  S.  next  adverted  tQ  the  other  Embargo,  upon 
the  members  of  the  House,  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Clark.  He  hoped  that  public  business  would  not 
be  treated  with  levity,  and  that  they  would  rise, 
when  they  found  it  convenient;  but  if  the  gentle- 
man was  so  very  impatient  to  get  home,  he  could 
be  very  well  spared  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Clark  rose,  and  said  a  few  words  in  reply. 

Mr.  Giles  approved  of  the  idea  of  Mr.  Gillon, 
as  to  the  limiting  the  Embargo  to  the  sailing  of 
vessels  for  the  West  Indies:  and  a  resolution  to 
this  effect  was  laid  by  the  member  on  the  table. 
Mr.  G.  thought  this  a  proper  discrimination,  and 
if  it  could  be  effected,  the  true  ground  that  the 
House  ought  to  take.  As  to  what  the  farmers  of 
America  had  suffered  by  the  Embargo,  Mr.  G.  be- 
lieved that  there  was  not  a  single  planter  in  the 
district  which  he  represented,  who  would  not  ra- 
ther burn  his  wheat,  and  dance  round  the  bonfire, 
than  sell  it  to  the  West  Indies  to  feed  the  British 
army.  He  would  have  brought  forward  a  motion 
of  this  nature  sooner,  but  he  had  not  thought  that 
it  would  succeed,  nor  did  he  think  yet  that  it 
would.  It  would  however  show  his  sentiments, 
and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  W.  Smith,]  if  he  was  anxious  to  support  his 
reputation  for  consistency,  would  give  his  vote  for 
the  resolution. 

The  question  being  put,  to  amend  the  resolution^ 
by  inserting  after  the  word  *' continued,"  the  words 
**  upon  all  vessels  bound  to  the  West  Indies,  Ber- 
muda, or  Nova  Scotia :"  it  passed  in  the  negative — 
yeas  34,  nays  52,  as  follows : 

YiAS.— John  Beatty,  Abraham  Clark,  Isaac  Coles, 
Jonathan  Dayton,  George  Dent,  William  Fiodley,  Wil- 
liam &  Giles,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholas  Gilinan,  Chris* 
topber  Greenup,  George  Hancock,  Daniel  Heiater,  John 
Hunter,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, James  Madison,  Francis  Malbone,  Andrew  Moore, 
Peter  Muhlenbeig,  Joseph  Neville,  Alexander  D.  Orr, 
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Andietr  Pickens,  Francis  Preston,  John  S.  Sherburne. 
John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith, William  Smith,  Thomas  Tred- 
well,  Abraham  Venable,  Francis  Walker,  Benjamin 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Elias  Boudinot,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  lliomas  P.  Games,  Ga- 
briel Christie,  Thomas  CUibome,  'David  Cobb,  Peleg 
Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry  Dear* 
born,  Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  DWight  Fos- 
ter, Ezekiel  Oiibcrt,  James  Gillespie,  Henry  Glenn,Ben- 
jamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel 
Griffin,  William Bairy  Grove, James Hillhouse, William 
Hindtnan,  Amasa  Learned^  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Joseph 
McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomery, 
William  Vans  Murray,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas, 
John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Thomas  Scott,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  That- 
cher, Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  £.  Van 
Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck, 
Peleg  Wads  worth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas 
Ward,  and  John  Watts. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  taken,  that 
the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  1 8,  nays  78,  as  follows : 

Teas. — John  Beatty,  Elias  Boudinot,  Iiambert  Cad- 
walader, George  Dent,  Alexander  Gillon,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  John  Hunter,  Francis  Malbone,  Joseph  Ne- 
ville, John  Page,  William  Smith,  Artemas  Ward,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

Nays. — Fisher  Ames,  Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Thomas 
P.  Carnes,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit, 
Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Henry  Dearborn,  Samuel  Dexter,  William  Findley, 
Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Nicholas  Gilman; 
Henry  Glenn,  James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove, 
George  Hancock,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillhouse, 
William  Hindman,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane, 
William  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlen- 
berg. William  vans  Murray,  Anthony  New,  John  Ni- 
cholas, Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew  Pick- 
ens, Francis  Presttin,  Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Sedff* 
wick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith, 
Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah 
Tracy,  Tliomas  Tredwell,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  E. 
Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck, 
Abraham  Venable,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Francis  Walker,  John  Watts,  Benjamin  Wil- 
liams, and  Joseph  Winston. 


Tuesday,  May  13. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Smith 
and  Natban  Strong,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act 
in  addition  to  the  *Act  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,' "  was  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  WiLLTAM  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  laying  additional  duties 


on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  Imported  into 
the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  sbips  or 
vessels ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  determining  the  Northern 
boundary  of  the  Territory  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
further  to  authorise  the  adjournment  of  Circuit 
Courts,"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  Gordon,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  granting  relief  to  James  Bell ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  bi)l  making  provision  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  on  the  balances  dae  to  cer- 
tain States,  upon  the  final  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  the  individ- 
ual States. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 


Wednesday,  May  14 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'  An  act 
further  to  authorize  the  adjournment  of  Circuit 
Courts,"  was  read  three  times,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  petition  of  George  Blanchard,  in  behalf  of 
Edward  Blanchard,  made  a  report;  ^hich  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"Resolvfd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaorj  cause 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  all  the  vouchers  which 
were,  by  the  agent  of  the  said  State,  lodged  with  the 
Commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  the  several  States,  and  since  depos- 
ited in  the  Treasury,  and  which  have  been  required  by 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina :" 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  and  Hr. 
Hunter. 

Mr.  Ltmak,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  se- 
lect such  parts  of  the  confidential  communications 
received  from  the  President  of  the  United  Statzs 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February  last^  as  are  pro- 
per to  bo  made  public,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  STATES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments, reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  th;:* 
Whole  House,  to  the  bill  making  provision  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  on  the  balances  due  to 
certain  States,  upon  the  final  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidual States,  which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the 
said  amendments  being  twice  read  at  the  Clerk*s 
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ible,  were,  on  the  question  seFerallj  pot  there- 
poQ,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  further  to 
nend  the  said  bill,  bjr  adding  to  the  end  thereof 
he  following  section,  to  wit: 

"  And  he  it  further  maeted,  Tliat  the  balances  re- 
orted  by  the  said  Commissiooers,  and  carried  to  the 
ebit  of  certain  States,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
elioqniithed :" 

And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the 
egative — ^yeas  23,  nays  68,  aa  follows : 

Tea& — ^Theodorut  Bailey,  Thomas  Blount,  William 
,  Dav«oa,  Bzekiel  Oi Ibert,  James  Gillespie,  Henry 
U«nii,  Benjamin  Qoodhae,  James  Qordon,  William 
Urry  Grove,  Qeorg^  Hancock,  Henry  lAtimer,  Mat- 
bev  Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  McDowell,  Ale'z- 
ader  Mebaae,  WiHiam  Smith,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
rbatcher,  John  R  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck, 
fohn  Watts,  Benjamin  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — ^Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beat- 
y,  Ellas  Boudlnot,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Thomas  P. 
Dames,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  David 
uiAAi,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Isaac  Coles,  Jonathan 
Oavton,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dex- 
ter, William  Findley,  Thomas  Pitzsimons,  Dwight  Fos- 
ter, William  B.  Giles,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholas  Gil- 
oas,  Andrew  Gre^,  Samuel  Griffin,  John  Heath, 
l^iel  Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman, 
^nuua  Learned,  William  Lyman,  Jamea  Madison, 
Praacis  Halbone,  WiUiam  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore, 
Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Joseph  Ne> 
rille,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew  Pickens,  Thomas 
Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherburne.  John 
Smilie,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift, 
Criah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Abraham  Venable, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Francis  Walk- 
er, Artemas  Ward,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put  further  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by 
adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  following  section, 
to  wit: 

'*And  be  H  fitrther  enacted,  That  the  payment  of 
interest  on  the  aforesaid  balances,  out  of  the  said  fund, 
(i^l  eease  and  determine  after  the  year  one  thousand 
aeren  hundred  and  ninety-eight ;  and  that,  thereafter, 
(h«  ULaoces  reported  to  be  due  by  the  said  Commis- 
siaoers  from  certain  States,  be  appropriated  for  the 
pajment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  balances 
due  to  the  said  States:*' 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  27,  nays  60,  as 

follows: 

Yeas.— Abraham  Baldwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Gabriel 
CKristiG,  Thomas  Claibome,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J. 
Dawson,  WiUiam  Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  James 
Gillcipie,  Andrew  Gregg,  George  Hancock,  John  Heath, 
Daai«l  Heister,  James  Madison,  William  Mont^mery, 
Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Joseph  Neville,  An- 
(iuny  New,  John  Nicholas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah 
PvW.  Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott,  John  Smilie, 
Abraham  Venable,  and  Francis  Walker. 

Nats.— Fisher  Ames,  Theodorus  Bailey,  John  Beat- 
^J,  £i>as  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cad- 
valader,  Thomas  P.  Cames,  Abraham  Clark,  David 
C«bb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas 
Fit»imoQ8,  Dwight  Foster,  Eaektel  Gilbert,  Alexander 
^iUoa,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Good 


hue,  James  Gordon,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  William 
Hindman,  John  Hunter,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learn- 
ed, Richard  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Ly- 
man, Nathaniel  Macon,  Francis  Malbone,  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander  Mebane,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Andrew  Pickens,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
John  S.  Sherburne,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Zephauiah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah 
Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  E.  Van  Allen,  Philip 
VanCbrtlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts, 
Benjamin  William^  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Wins- 
ton. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill,  with  the 
amendments  agreed  to,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time,  the  previous  question  was  called  for  by 
five  members,  to  wit : 

"  Shall  the  main  question,  that  the  said  bill  with 
the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time,''  be  now  put  ? 

And  on  the  previous  question,  "Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put  ?" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatiye — ^yeas  52,  nays 
87;  as  follows: 

YxAfi. — Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beat- 
ty,  Eli  AS  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cad- 
walader, Thomas  P.  Carnes,  Abraimm  Clark,  David 
Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas 
Fitxsimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Nicholas  Gilninn,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas 
Hartley,  John  Heath,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hind- 
man, John  Hunter,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
William  Lyman,  James  Madison,  Francis  Malbone, 
William  Montgomery,  William  Vans  Murray,  Joseph 
Neville,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Andrew  Pickens,  Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Se«lgwick, 
John  a.  Sherburne,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Zephaniah  Swift,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jona-> 
than  Trumbull,  Abraham  Venable,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah  Wadswortli,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

NATa— Theodorus  Bailey,  Tliomas  Blount,  Gabriel 
Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J. 
Dawson,  William  Findley,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  William  B. 
Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Henry  Glenn,  James  Gordon, 
Christopher  Greenup,  William  Barry  Grove,  George 
Hancock,  Daniel  Heister,  Henry  Latimer,  Matthew 
Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander 
Mebane,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nidiolas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Robert  Ruther- 
ford, John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Silas  Talbot,  John  £. 
Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Oortlaudt,  Peter  Van  Gaas- 
beck. Francis  Walker,  John  Watts,  Benjamin  Williams, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

And  on  the  main  question,  that  the  said  bill 
with  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatiye — ^yeas 
51,  nays  86,  as  follows  : 

Yeas.— Fisher  Ames,  Abraliam  Baldwin,  John  Beat- 
ty,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cad- 
walader, Thomas  P.  Carnes,  Abraham  Clark,  David 
Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Henry  Dearborn,  (Jeorgo  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas 
Pitasimons,  Dwight  F<wter,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Heath, 
James  Hillhouse,   William  Hindman,  John    Hunter, 
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Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  William  Lyman, 
James  Madison,  Francis  Malbone,  Joseph  McDowell, 
William  Montgomery,  William  Vans  Marray,  Joseph 
Neville,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Joeiah  Parker,  Andrew  Piek- 
en^  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  William  Smith,  Zepbaniah  Swift,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumball,  Abraham 
Venable,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wads  worth,  Ar- 
teroas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats. — ^Theodorus  Bailey,  Thomas  Blount.  Gabriel 
Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J. 
Dawson,  William  Findley,  Esekiel  Gilbert.  William  B. 
Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Uenry  Glenn,  James  Gordon, 
Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  George  Hancock, 
Daniel  fiei»ter,  Henry  Latimer,  Matthew  Lodce,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Alexander  Mebane,  Andrew  Moore, 
Peter  Muhlenberg,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Alex- 
ander D.  Orr.  John  Pa^e,  Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas 
Scott,  John  Smilie.  Silas  Talbot,  John  K.  Van  Allen, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Frauds 
sValker,  Benjamin  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  qaestion 
being  put,  that  the  said  bill  with  the  amendments 
be  read  the  third  time  on  the  first  Monday  of  Oc- 
tober next,  it  passed  in  the  negative — ^ycas  88, 
nays  68,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — ^Theodorus  Bailey,  Thomas  Blount,  Gabriel 
Christie,  Thf>mas  Claiboroe,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J. 
Dawson,  William  Findley,  William  B  Gile.«,  James 
Gillespie,  Henry  Glenn,  James  Gordon,  Christopher 
Greenup,  William  H.  Grove,  George  Hancock,  Daniel 
Heister,  Henry  Latimer,  Matthew  Loclte,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  Andrew 
Moore.  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Joseph  Neville,  John  Nicho- 
las, Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Paige,  Robert  Rutherford, 
John  E.  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van 
Gaasbeck,  Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  and 
Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — ^Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beat- 
ty,  Elias  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cad- 
walader,  Thomas  P.  Carnes,  Abraham  Clark,  David 
Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,.  Thomas 
Fitzsiroons,  D wight  Foster,  Esekiel  Gilbert,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Benjamm  Goodhue,  Andrew  Gregg.  Samuel 
Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Heath,  James  Hillhouse, 
William  Hindman,  John  Hunter,  Amasa  Learned, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  William  Lyman,  James  Madison, 
Francis  Malbone,  William  Montgomery,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew  Pick- 
ens, Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sher- 
burne, Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  Zeplianiah 
Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy, 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  Abraham  Venable,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  John 
Watts,  and  Richard  Winn, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  read  the  third  time  t(>  morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An 
act  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  the  Island  of  Se- 
guin,  in  the  District  of  Maine,*'  with  several  amend- 
ments, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.  The  Senate  have  also  passed  the  bill,  en- 
titled **  An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain expenses  incurred  by  Fulwar  Skipwith  on 
public  account,'*  with  several  amendments,  to  which 
they  desire  the  ooncurrence  of  this  House. 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  UDeiid* 
ments  proposed  to  the  said  bills ;  and,  the  suk 
being  sererally  read,  were  agreed  ta 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  House  on  the  amendatory  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  on 
the  memorial  of  Arthur  St  Clair ;  and,  after  sonw 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  thst  tlM 
Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under  oonsidb' 
ation,  and  come  to  sereral  resolutions  thereupoti; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bj 
the  House,  as  follows : 

Seaolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  Arthur  St 

Clair,  at  the  rate  of dollars  per  day,  for  tlu 

time  he  was  employed  in  going  from  New  ToriL  tt 
Pittsburg,  and  Ull  his  return  to  New  Tork,  bej 
tween  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  tai 
eighty-seyen,  and  February,  one  thousand  sereQ 
hundred  and  eighty-eight 

JSesolvedf  That  he  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  — h 
dollars  per  day  for  the  time  he  was  employed  q 
holding  a  treaty  with  tbe  Indians,  commenced  ii 
June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eigbty 
eight;  and  that  the  time  be  computed  from  bis 
commencing  that  business  till  the  treaties  vert 
delivered  to  the  PajBincirr  or  thb  Usim 
States. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed^  in  the  settle- 
ment  of  his  account,  two  hundred  dollars  for  i 
negro  killed  in  the  public  service ;  also,  the  sad 
of  two  hundred  and  fifly  dollars,  advanced  to  Mi- 
jor  Hamtramck ;  and  that  interest  be  allowed  oo 
his  account. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  par 
suant  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Fm- 
siMoxs,  Mr.  Thatchbr,  and  Ifr.  Hindmas,  do  pre^ 
pare  and  bring  in  the  saofie. 


Tbursdat,  May  15. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  oi 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  petition 
of  Lewis  Dubois :  whereupon, 

Raolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  \i 
bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Comptroller  of  th( 
Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Dubois 
for  his  services  in  the  line  of  the  Army  of  tlw 
United  States,  similar  to  others  of  his  rank,  wh( 
were  deranged  in  the  service. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Talbot,  Mr.  Paresb,  aD(i 
Mr.  Grovb,  be  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  siiv 
resolution. 

Besohedf  That  a  select  committee  be  appointee 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  be  joined  by  sod 
committee  as  the  Senate  shall  appoint,  to  consider 
and  report  what  further  business  is  necessary  t( 
be  done  during  the  present  session ;  and  at  irb» 
time  it  will  be  proper  to  adjourn  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ltman,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr 
Yknablv,  be  appointed  the  committee  on  the  par 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  to  whom  va 
referred  the  motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  tb( 
delivery  of  certain  documents  deposited  with  tbt 
late  Board  of  Commissioners  for  settling  the  ac 
counts  between  the  United  States  and  the  iodi 
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ndoal  States  to  the  Senators  and  RepresentatiTes 
)f  the  State  of  Soath  Carolina,  made  a  report : 
rhich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
iie  Whole  Uoose  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  '*  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers 
3f  the  Virginia  Line,  on  Continental  Establish- 
ment, to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  1  jing  North- 
irest  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miami 
and  Seiota ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  were  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill ;  and  it  was 
recommitted  to  Mr.  Heath,  Mr.  Neville,  and  Mr. 
Obr. 

Mr.  Maodn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  motion  of  the  twelfth  instant,  direct- 
ing the  Secretarj  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  the 
Esecutiyes  of  the  several  States  with  a  copy  of  the 
book  marked  A,  deposited  in  the  Treasury*  De- 
putment,  by  the  Commissioners  for  settling  the 
iccoants  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
Tidoal  States ;  made  a  report,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  F1TZ8IMON8,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
peaented  a  bill  to  compensate  Arthur  dL  Clsir, 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

INDEMNITY  FOR  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  OooDHiTE  moved  the  following  resolution : 

"  Whereas  it  is  a  primary  object  lu  the  establishment 
of  CiTil  Goremment,  to  protect  the  persons  and  pro- 
pert  j  of  its  citizens,  from  the  violence  of  nations  as  well 
is  iodiridualB ;  and  whereas  many  of  the  citizens  of 
tke  United  States  have  suffered  great  losses,  by  spolia* 
tioD  made  00  their  commerce,  under  the  authority  of 
Great  Britain,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
the  rights  of  neutrality, 

''Retolvedt  by  the  Senate  and  ffouae  of  Rweaeni- 
etiv€»  fif  th*  United  Btatee  of  America  in  Vongreee 
fuemblid.  That  the  United  States  will  guarantee  an 
iademoification  to  all  such  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
whose  property  may  have  been  captured  and  confis- 
cated, under  the  authority  of  Great  Britain,  in  violation 
of  the  Law  of  Nations,  and  the  rights  of  neutrality :" 

Mr.  Goodhue  moved  that  the  resolution  might 
l)e  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Dexteb.  It  was  then 
moved,  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  motion,  by 
Mr.  Dattom,  to  add  these  words,  *'  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  for  the  sequestnition  of 
British  debts :''  to  which  -Mr.  QooDHUE  objected, 
because,  he  said  the  subjects  were  distinct  and 
separate  in  their  nature,  and  ought  not  to  be  com- 
bined. His  resolution  went  only  to  establish  the 
principle  of  indemnification,  by  guaranteeing  it  to 
the  sufferers,  leaving  the  fund  from  which  it  would 
be  made  (in  case  Great  Britain  should  refuse  to  do 
u  justice,)  to  a  future  consideration.  That  whe- 
tber  British  debts  were  sequestered  or  not,  he  said, 
the  United  States  were  bound  to  see  that  indem- 
lutv  was  made  to  the  merchants  whose  property 
baa  been  kidnapped  in  a  secret,  clandestme'  man- 
ner, while  pursmng  a  lawful  tradie,  under  the  autho- 
nty  of  this  Government  and  the  Law  of  Nations, 
or  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  indemnifying 
themieivei^  by  making  reprisab.    That  it  was  weU 


known  there  was  great  opposition  to  the  seques- 
tration of  British  debts ;  and  it  was  very  doubtful 
whether  such  a  measure  would  ever  be  adopted; 
and  if  this  resolution  was  to  be  referred  to  the 
same  committee,  and  become  connected  with  that, 
he  should  very  much  despair  of  ever  getting  any 
indemnification.  That  British  debts  were  a  very 
precarious  and  uncertain  fund;  and  the  idea  of 
ever  getting  indemnification  from  that  source, 
would  operate  as  a  delusion.  That  if  sequestration, 
under  any  circumstances,  could  be  proper,  it  was 
highly  improper  at  this  time,  when  an  £nvoy  Ex- 
traordinary had  just  been  despatched  to  Great 
Britain ;  and  more  so,  as  we  haa  discontinued  the 
Embargo^  which  would  put  all  our  remaining  ves- 
sels in  the  power  of  that  nation.  He  should,  there- 
fore, consider  an  agreement  to  the  amendment  as 
amounting  to  a  determination  not  to  consider  the 
subject,  at  least  for  the  present  session. 

Li  support  of  the  amendment,  it  was  argued, 
that  the  two  subjects  had  an  intimate  connexion 
with  each  other,  and  never  ought  to  be  separated : 
that  British  debts  and  British  property  were  the 
natural  and  only  funds  for  paying  British  depre- 
dations, and  if  indemnity  was  not  given  this  way, 
it  ought  not  to  be  given  at  all ;  that,  as  it  was  pro- 
bable the  resolution  for  sequestration  would  lay 
dormant  for  some  time,  it  was  best  to  refer  this  to 
the  same  committee,  that  they  might  sleep  to- 
gether. The  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs^ 
LTMAN,  Nicholas,  Smilib,  Deabbokn,  and  Madi- 
son. 

Mr.  Dayton  made  a  number  of  pointed  remarks, 
on  what  he  considered  as  the  total  futility  of  such 
a  resolution.  He  looked  on  it  as  nothing  better 
than  an  awkward  attempt  to  gain  popularity.  He 
complained  bitterly  of  the  injustice  of  bringing  up 
this  motion  alone ;  because  when  he  voted  against 
it,  it  might  be  surmised  that  he  was  un&vorable 
to  the  redress  of  the  injuries  of  a  certain  class  of 
citizens.  He  was  for  redressing  their  wrongs,  and 
he  had  marked  out  to  the  House  the  only  effectual 
way  in  which  those  wrongs  should  ever  be  re- 
dressed, viz. :  the  sequestration  of  British  property. 
He  adverted  to  an  expression  made  use  of,  some 
days  ago,  by  Mr.  Skdgwick,  who  had  called  this 
a  mad  project.  Mr.  D.  was  of  opinion  that  the 
mad-cap  might  with  propriety  be  transferred  to 
a  different  situation,  whieh  he  specified  to  the 
House.  He  said,  that  we  were  frequently  told  of 
the  justice  due  to  the  British  subjects.  Be  it  so. 
But  was  there  not  justice  also  due  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  P  And  what  justice  could  there 
be  in  attempting  to  make  the  American  dtizena 
pay  for  depredations  committed  by  British  priva- 
teers, when  we  had  in  onr  hands  British  property  P 
Were  we  not  bound  to  take  as  much  care  of  our 
own  interest,  as  of  that  of  other  people  ?  It  had  been 
said,  that  as  a  negotiatioii  was  to  commence  under 
an  Ambassador  Extraordinary,  that  this  measure 
would  impede  its  success.  He  was,  on  the  eon- 
trary,  convinced  that  this  was  the  only  step  that 
could  be  likely  to  insure  the  success  of  Mr.  Jay's 
mission.  It  would  teach  Britain  to  give  up  her 
infamous  conduct  It  would  oonvert,  in  the  hteral 
sense  of  the  wordi  every  English  manafactaring 
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House,  that  had  debts  due  to  it  in  this  country, 
into  an  American  negotiator ;  and  they  would,  for 
their  own  sakes,  compel  their  Government  to  do 
justice  to  the  American  merchants. 

Mr.  D.  scouted  the  idea  of  taxing  America,  to 
pay  for  the  depredations  committed  in  the  West 
Indies.  Supposing,  what  every  gentleman  in  the 
House  knew  to  be  impossible,  that  if  Congress 
actually  were  to  pass  such  an  act,  the  people  would 
not  submit  to  pay  their  money  for  any  such  purpose. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  it  certainly  had  not  been 
his  wish  that  this  question  should  be  brought  for- 
ward at  the  present  time.  As  it  was,  however, 
before  the  House,  as  he  approved  the  motives  of 
his  colleague,  who  made  the  motion,  and  as  he 
perfectly  concurred  with  him  in  opinion  on  the 
subject,  he  would  make  a  few  concise  observations. 
He  believed,  that  in  a  Government  such  as  that  of 
this  country,  it  was  the  peculiar  duty  of  those  to 
whom  the  administration  has  been  committed,  to 
extend  security  and  protection  to  all  the  interests, 
and  redress  for  all  the  injuries  of  the  citizens. 
That  inexcusable  and  unexampled  injuries  had 
been  perpetrated,  and  an  immense  value  in  pro- 
perty unjustly  spoiled,  and  that  the  honor  of  our 
country  had  been  insulted,  without  provocation, 
were  facts  admitted  by  all.  Those  whose  pro- 
perty had  been  the  sport  of  wanton  violation, 
which,  in  many  instancesj  bad  reduced  the  suffer- 
ers from  ease  and  affluence  to  want  and  misery, 
came  forward  and  demanded  redress  and  indemni- 
fication. That  they  were  entitled  to  such  indemni- 
fication, from  the  nature  of  our  social  compact,  he 
understood  to  be  agreed  by  every  gentleman. 

[Here  Mr.  S.  was  interrupted  by  several  mem- 
bers ;  and  Mr.  Nicholas  and  Mr.  Smilie  declared 
that,  in  their  opinion,  there  was  no  obligation  to 
indemnify  the  sufferers,  except  it  were  done  out  of 
m  fund  to  be  formed  by  the  sequestration  of  British 
property.] 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  obliged  to  the  gentlemen  for 
setting  him  right ;  till  now  he  had  believed  that 
the  right  of  the  sufferers  to  indemnification  was 
denied  by  none.  If  this,  however,  was  really  a 
question  yet  to  be  decided,  it  was  due  to  the  suf- 
feren,  it  was  due  to  our  own  honor,  to  decide  it 
without  delay.  It  was  asked,  by  what  means  is 
the  Government  to  administer  redress?  They 
were  first  to  apply  to  the  Governments  which 
had  inflicted  the  injuries,  to  state  their  .nature  and 
extent,  and  to  demand,  in  unequivocal  terms,  re- 
dress. This  business,  notwithstanding  all  the  oppo- 
sition which  had  been  made,  was  happily  in  a 
proper  train.  He  hoped  and  believea  diat  the 
upplication  would  be  effectuaL  It  might,  how- 
ever fail ;  and  in  that  case,  he  was  free  to  declare, 
that  we  owed  it  to  our  honor  and  to  our  injured 
citizens,  to  attempt  redress  by  means  of  the  last 
resort  In  that  unhappy  event,  the  interests  of  the 
sufferers  must  be  involved  witb  the  general  inte- 
rests of  the  nation,  and  must  abide  the  ultimate 
result  of  war.  But  if  satisfaction  should  not  be 
obtained  by  negotiation,  and  should  the  Govern- 
ment, from  any  political  considerations,  not  seek 
redress  by  force,  in  such  events  the  sufferers  would 
have  a  just  claim  on  their  country  for  indemnifi- 


cation. The  question  now  immediately  before  the 
House  was,  to  refer  the  motion  for  indemnification 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  subject  of 
sequestration.  This  was  not  fair,  as  it  respected 
that  part  of  the  House  who  approved  an  enga^ 
ment  to  indemnify,  and  who  would  never  consent 
to  sequestration.  It  was  not  fair  as  respected  the 
sufferers,  because  he  believed  there  was  not  a  gen- 
tleman in  the  House  who  supposed  that  the  meft- 
sure  of  sequestration  would  prevail  He  was 
astonished  that  any  should  believe  that  it  ought  to 
be  adopted.  He,  himself,  without  hesitation,  ap- 
proved of  engaging  to  indemnify  the  sufferen; 
but  at  the  same  time,  with  all  his  heart,  he  abhorred 
sequestration  and  confiscation  of  debts,  as  the 
measures  which  all  civilized  nations  had  for  more 
than  a  century  abandoned  as  immoral  and  unjast 
He  would  not  now  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 

rsstion  of  sequestration.  Whenever  it  came 
ectly  under  consideration,  he  pledged  himself 
to  undertake  to  prove  that  it  was  against  the  Law 
of  Nations,  that  it  was  immoral,  unjust,  and  im- 
politic. He  had  been  sorry  to  perceive  that  the 
feelings  of  the  mover  of  that  proposition  [Mr. 
Dayton]  were  wounded,  by  the  terms  in  which 
gentlemen  had  spoken  of  his  motion.  He  himself, 
in  his  conscience,  believed  it  to  be  immoral  and 
unjust ;  and,  as  such,  he  felt  himself  bound  as  a 
man  of  honor  to  give  it  his  strenuous  opposition. 
The  gentleman  surely  could  not  reasonably  expect 
that  independent  men  would  sacrifice  opinion  to 
politeness  or  to  friendship.  All  he  could  do,  and 
that  he  did  with  pleasure,  was  to  declare  that  he 
believed  the  gentleman's  motives  were  pure  and 
upright,  and  that  he  had  a  perfect  oonfidencs  in 
the  correctness  of  his  moral  sentiments.  Viewing 
the  subject  in  the  light  he  had  expressed  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  candor  and  fairness  of  gentlemen, 
to  what  tended  the  combining  of  those  irritative 
questions  of  indemnification  and  sequestration,  but 
to  wound  the  feelings  and  evade  the  just  applica- 
tion of  the  sufferers  ?  Gentlemen  hadT  charged  his 
colleague,  and  those  who  had  supported  his  mo- 
tion, with  attempting,  by  these  means,  meanly  to 
court  popularity.  To  refute  this  charge  would, 
in  his  opinion,  be  unnecessary,  because  no  well- 
informed  man  in  America  would  believe  it  He 
did  not  know  that  the  opinions  which  were  held 
by  his  friends  and  himself  on  this  subject,  were 
popular ;  it  was  sufficient  that  they  were  believed 
to  be  just.  Was  he,  however,  disposed  to  recrimi- 
nate, by  disclosing  motives  which  were  not  avow- 
ed, but  coneealed,  he  could  tell  a  tale,  which,  he 
believed,  could  be  heard  with  effect. 

Mr.  Goodhue  spoke  a  few  words  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  what  had  been  advanced  by  Mr.  Datton. 
The  two  propositions  ought  to  be  discussed  sepa- 
rately. We  bad  sent  a  negotiator  to  Britain,  and 
a  sequestration  would  put  an  end  to  his  bosiness. 
The  citizens  of  the  United  States  ought  to  be  taxed, 
in  the  meantime,  to  pay  these  losses ;  and  it  was 
possible  that  a  sequestration  might,  hereafter,  be 
thought  advisable.  He  very  strongly  pressed  the 
idea  of  a  tax  to  this  end.  It  would  be  a  proceed- 
ing of  the  most  superlative  impropriety,  to  laj  on 
such  a  sequestration  at  this  particular  jnnctnre, 
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rn  we  had  just  agreed  to  take  off  the  Embargo, 
lose  our  ahips  would  go  to  England,  and  be  all 
ed,  by  way  of  repriaal. 

[r.  Qixfx.  recommended  that  both  propositions 
Hid  be  laid  aside  for  the  present,  and  be  suffered 
ake  a  sweet  nap  together,  till  a  more  convenient 
s.  He  spoke  with  much  contempt  of  the  notion 
axing  tlie  people  of  this  country  to  pay  for  the 
tges  of  Britain.  The  Court  of  London  would 
to  the  world :  **  You  see  that  we  acted  right : 

see  the  United  States  think  so  likewise ;  for 
J  themselres  pav  their  merchants." 
Ir.  Giles  agreed  with  Mr.  Clark  ;  but  as  there 

necessary  sameness  in  the  arguments  on  this 
s^tioD,  and  as  they  have  already  been  detailed 
W)  many  different  forms,  it  seems  needless  to 
isX  them  over  agnin  so  frequently.  He  said 
I  when  this  tax  came  to  be  levied,  every  farmer 
aid  say,  every  man  in  America  would  say, 
It  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  business, 
ly  don^t  you  indemnify  British  depredations  out 
the  British  property  that  is  within  your  grasp  T 

had  beard  that  Congress  oaght  to  decide  an 
(tract  proposition,  viz:  that  this  Government 
I,  in  any  event,  bound  to  pay  the  recent  losses 
its  merchants  by  sea ;  and  then  proceed  to  as- 
n  funds  for  the  payment.  He  thought  that 
ore  Congress  undertook  any  such  engagement, 
7  ought  at  least  to  be  possessed  of  the  money 
loisite  to  di.schnrge  it.  He  hoped  that  the  House 
aid  never  proceed  to  a  vote  in  support  of  any 
itraet  axiom,  especially  where  taxes  and  public 
my  were  concerned,  till  they  had  carefully  di- 
bted  the  collateral  circumstances, 
tfr.  Dexter  spoke  against  the  amendment.  He 
d,  that  very  strong  reasons  existed  both  for  taking 
0  consideration  a  proposition  for  indemnity  to 
s  sufferers,  and  also  against  connecting  it  with 
qneatratien  or  any  other  subject  Each  ought 
etand  or  fall  on  its  own  merits.  The  sufferers 
!Te  Dumeroas,  and  deserving  citizens ;  they  had 
uted  a  long  time,  and  had  a  right  to  know,  be> 
re  the  close  of  the  session,  what  protection  they 
we  to  expect  from  the  Government  of  their  own 
[Qntry.  Sequestration,  without  a  change  of  po- 
ttal  circumstances,  would  never  pass  both 
ooses  of  the  Legislature ;  to  connect  them,  then, 
oold  be  to  deny  relief,  without  even  examining 

•  principles  on  which  they  claim  it.  He  said, 
ritish  debts  had  been  called  the  only  proper  and 
itural  funds:  in  his  opinion,  they  would  be  no 
^  at  all,  even  if  sequestration  could  be  adopted. 
lie  debts  would  never  be  collected ;  and  not  only 
),  but  sequestration  would  be  the  beginning  of 
(^stiljties,  and  war  must  ensue ;  this,  at  the  same 
»<>ment,  would  prevent  all  hope  of  obtaining  jus- 
^  from  Britain,  and  also  aidcharge  our  own 
pernment  from  every  obligation  to  indemnify. 
v.  D.  said  he  would  state  what,  in  his  opinion, 
^'s  the  proper  and  natural  fund — the  money  to 

*  aemanded  of  Britain  by  our  Envoy  Extraordi- 
»»^  Should  this  fail,  the  Government  of  Ameri- 
a  would  either  pay  the  sufferers,  or  grant  them 
«»ere  of  marque  and  reprisal.  This,  he  said,  is 
«« constant  course  of  nations,  and  this  the  suffer- 
^  w?e  a  right  to  demand,  as  a  counterpart  of 


their  allegiance.  Mr.  D.  said,  it  had  been  objected 
that  the  British  Government  would  be  encouraged 
by  it  to  refuse  a  recompense.  This,  if  true,  would 
be  a  serious  objection,  for  he  had  always  viewed 
negotiation  as  affording  the  only  probable  chance 
for  indemnity  to  the  sufferers.  If  a  recompense, 
be  refused  by  Britain,  war  will  be  the  consequence. 
The  objection,  however,  he  thought,  would  be  en- 
tirely removed,  by  attending  to  the  resolution  it- 
self It  is  not,  he  said,  a  provision  for  taking  the 
debt  on  ourselves,  but  merely  to  guarantee  a  re- 
compense to  the  sufferers.  The  very  word  itself 
implies  that  the  Government  of  America  is  not 
the  principal  debtor,  but  is  to  compel  another  to 
make  indemnity,  or  become  the  debtor.  Mr.  D. 
closed  with  saying  that  he  had  attended  only  to  the 
reasoning  of  the  gentlemen,  and  not  to  th^ir  per- 
sonalities. It  was  not  his  practice  to  leave  the  ques- 
tion, to  impute  to  others  motives  either  corrupt  or 
paltry :  if  they  chose  to  glean  imaginary  laurels  on 
this  ground,  ne  was  not  anxious  to  share  them ; 
they  could  best  judge  whether,  in  this  way,  ther 
were  likely  to  increase  their  reputation  or  benefit 
the  public. 

Messrs.  Ames,  Murhat,  Smith,  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  HiLLHOusE,  also  spoke  against  the 
amendment,  and  said  the  merits  of  neither  propo- 
sition were  now  before  the  House,  but  only  the 
mode  in  which  the  subject  should  be  considered; 
that  they  were  in  themselves  separate  and  inde* 
pendent,  and  ought  to  have  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent consideration ;  they  were  questions  of  very 
great  national  concern,  and  that  blending  them  to- 
gether would  give  an  undue  bias,  and  neither  would 
be  fairly  and  impartially  decided.  It  was  doubtful 
whether  the  resolution  for  sequestration  ever  ought 
to  be  adopted,  and  that  to  connect  the  two  subjects, 
would  be  to  hang  a  mill-stone  about  the  necks  of 
the  sufferers ;  that,  as  they  were  a  numerous  and 
vefy  meritorious  class  of  citizens,  their  claim 
merited  a  candid  and  full  examination,  unembarraaft- 
ed  with  any  other  matter. 

A  warm  dispute  arose  about  the  form  in  which 
the  question  on  this  resolution  should  be  taken. 
The  point  actually  contested  seemed  to  be,  whe- 
ther the  resolution  was  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Mr.  Dayton's  motion  for  the  sequestnu 
tion  of  British  property,  or  to  a  separate  commit- 
tee, which  was  insisted  on  by  the  mover,  Mr. 

GrOODHUE. 

A  division  took  place  upon  the  question  of 
agreeing  to  Mr.  Dayton's  amendment,  to  add, 
after  the  words  ''be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,"  the  following  words,  viz :  **  to  whom 
were  referred  the  resolutions  for  sequestering  the 
British  debts ;"  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called 
for,  were  taken — ^yeas  67,  nays  31,  as  follows: 

YsAa — ^Theodonis  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Beatty,  Thomas  Blount,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Thomas  F. 
Caroea,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abraham 
Clark,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Jonathan  Day- 
ton, Henry  Dearborn,  Geor^^e  Dent,  William  Findley, 
William  B.  Giles,  James  GiUespie,  Alexander  Gillon, 
Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  B.  Grove,  George  Blancock,  John  Heath,  Daniel 
Heister,  William  HindmaD,  John  Hunter,  Matthew 
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Locke,  WiUiftm  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  James  Ma- 
dison, Joeeph  M'JDkiwell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William 
Honteomery, Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Joseph 
Keyille,  Anthony  New,  John  Nichplas,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Joaiah  Parker, 
Andrew  Pickens,  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford, 
Thomas  Scott»  John  S.  Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Israel 
Smith,  Silas  Talbot,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham 
Venable,  Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Natb. — Fisher  Ames^  James  Armstrong,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Ooffin,  Joshua  Goit,  Samuel 
Dexter,  Thomas  Fitssimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel 
Oilbert,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Heniy  Qlenn,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  James  Hillhouse,  Henr^  Lati- 
mer, Amasa  Learned.  Ridiard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Mai- 
bone,  William  Vans  Murray,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  William  Smith,  Zefrfianiah  Swift,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  £. 
Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadaworth, 
and  John  Watts. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  motion  for  commitment, 
M  amended,  it  waa  reablved  in  the  affirmative. 


Fridat,  May  16. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchants,  and  other  in- 
habitants, of  Boston^  Charlestown,  Salem,  Marble- 
heitd,  Beverly,  Newburyport,  Manchester,  Glou- 
cester, Ipswich,  and  Danvers,  in  the  State  of  Maa* 
•aehusetts,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  may  be 
adopted  by  Congress  to  obtain  restitution  for  the 
depredations  committed  on  their  property,  which, 
under  color  of  decrees  of  Admiralty  Courts,  has 
been  condemned,  and  adjudged  forfeited,  by  the  sub- 
jects of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  citizens 
and  subjects  of  other  foreign  countries.  Also,  a 
memorial  of  sundry  merohanta  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  whose  namea  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  effect 

Ordered,  that  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  are 
committed  certain  propoaitions  for  the  sequestra- 
tion of  the  debta  due  from  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

A  petition  of  Gurdon  Backus  and  David  Meade 
Randolph,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  relief  against  a  judgment  obtained  in  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  SUte 
of  Virginia,  for  the  reeoTery  of  a  bond,  given  by 
the  petitioners,  for  the  return  of  the  certificate  of 
registry  of  the  sloop  Rambler,  late  belonging  to 
the  petitiouer  Baekua,  which  sloop  was  sold  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  to  a  foreigner;  and  the  aaid 
certificate,  with  a  trunk  and  other  papera  atolen 
from  him,  by  one  of  his  seamen,  and  never  re- 
covered. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
VLi.  Swift,  Mr.  Jekbmxah  Smith,  aod  Mr.  Giles; 
that  they  do  eiamine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 

Strt  the  same  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
ouse. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  provision  for  the  pay^^ 
meat  of  the  intereaion  ih%  Mlancea  due  to  certain 


States,  upon  the  final  settlement  of  the  aeeoi 
between  the  United   Statea  and    the    individi 
States,  was  read  the  third  time. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  aaid  bill  do 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative*-yeaa  52,  nays 
as  follows : 

TEAa.-*Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong.  Abrshd 
Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Eltas  Bondioot^  Beoj.  Booni 
Lambert  Cadwalader,  Thomas  P.  Caroes,  Abrshs^ 
Clark,  David  Oobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jomtbi 
Dajrton,  Henry  Dearbt>ni,  Qeorge  Dent,  Samo^  Dd 
ter,  Thomas  Fitssimons,  Dwight  Foster^  Alexai^li 
OiUon,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Gkiodbae,  AD>JrH 
Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Hca::^ 
James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  John  Huate 
Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland 
William  Lvman,  Francis  Malbone,  Joseph  M'Dov^t 
William  Montgomery,  William  Vans  linrrav.  Natl 
niel  Niles,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew  Pickens,  ^^^^ 
Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Wl 
liam  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Geoi^  Thatcher,  Uris 
Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Pel^  Wadaworth.  Jen 
miah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  ^atts,  ad 
Richard  Winn.  \ 

Nays. — ^Theodorus  Bailey,  Thomas  daibome,  Itti 
Coles,  Wiirtam  J.  Dawson,  William  Fiodley,  Ez^b^ 
Gilbert,  William  B.  GOes,  James  Gillespie,  HenrrGleffll 
James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup,  Get>Tge  Hanoocii^ 
Daniel  Heister,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Maa«j 
Alexander  Mebane,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  MuhlenbeT| 
Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Alex;u) 
der  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Francis  Preston,  Thomas  So»d 
John  Smilie,  Silas  Tklbot,  John  E.  Van  Alien,  PhiEJ 
Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Ghiasbeck,  Abraham  Veal 
ble,  Francis  Walker,  and  Joseph  Winston.  | 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honsi 
that  the  ^nate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  o 
this  House  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  con 
mittee  to  consider  and  report  what  further  bail 
ness  is  necessary  to  be  done,  during  the  preses 
session,  and  at  what  time  it  will  be  proper  to  ad 
journ  the  same;  and  have  appointed  m  committa 
on  their  part 

CHEROKEE  INDIANS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  o 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  commiiUrt 
to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Pr£ 
siDEHT  OF  ;he  Uhited  States,  of  the  thinitrtb  o 
January  last,  transmitting  the  copy  of  a  Lette 
from  Constant  Freeman,  agent  for  the  War  De 
partment,  in  Georgia,  relative  to  the  Creek  Indj 
ans;  and  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whon 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  Representative ;*  o 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  State 
South  of  the  river  Ohio. 

The  Chairman,  Mr.  Parker^  read  to  the  IIousi 
one  of  these  papers,  viz:  a  memorial  from  tbi 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territorv  South 
west  of  the  Ohio.  They  stated  the  hardships  tha 
the  people  of  that  country  had  suffered  from  th< 
Cherokees.  The  murder  of  two  hundred  peoph 
of  all  descriptions,  and  the  loss  of  two  thousaoi 
horses,  worth  on  an  average,  fifty  dollars  each 
formed  a  part  of  the  catalogue  of  their  misfortunes 
They  expressed  their  satisfaction  in  hearing  thai 
the  Congress  had  taken  meaaores  for  protecUoj 
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nican  commerce  from  the  ravages  of  the  Al- 
nes,  and  hoped  that  while  their  countrymen 
be  Atlantic  cities  lived  in  safety  and  in  luxury, 
distant  portion  of  the  Federal  GoTemment 
lid  not  be  forgotten,  or  neglected.  They  solicit- 
he  adoption  of  a  more  effectual  system  of  de- 

.  report  was  read  from  the  committee,  who  had 
1  appointed  to  take  this  memorial  into  consider- 

[r.  Madisok  objected  to  some  part  of  the  rc- 
L  It  had  been  stated  by  the  committee,  that 
Governor  of  that  country  should  be  authorized 
ease  of  any  irruption  by  the  Indians,  to  attack 
m  with  an  armed  force,  and  compel  them  to 
observance  of  the  treaties  made  with  the  United 
tes.  Mr.  M.  considered  this  language  as  irregu- 
because  by  the  laws,  and  universal  sense  of 
ions,  when  hostilities  are  once  commenced  be- 
ien  two  different  States,  existing  treaties  are  at 
end;  and,  therefore,  an  armed  force  cannot  com- 
the  observance  of  old  treaties,  but  the  forma- 
n  of  new  ones.  He  stated  several  objections  to 
I  method  pointed  out  in  the  report  of  the  select 
smittee  for  giving  military  aid  to  the  back  set* 
re. 

This  discussion  called  up  Mr.  Fitzsimohs,  Mr. 
iTTON,  and  several  other  members.  At  last  the 
KDinittee  agreed  to  several  amendments.  They 
ie,  and  the  Chairman  reported.  The  House 
en  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  this  sub- 

The  resolutions  were  read  and  agreed  to'  as 
iliowg : 

RaolxH^  That  the  Prestdent  o7  the  Ukitbd 
fATEs  be  authorized  to  call  out  such  number  of 
le  militia  of  the  Government  of  the  Territory 
irath  of  the  River  Ohio,  or  of  the  States  most  con- 
Bniently  situated,  as  may  be  requisite  to  carry  on 
Fensire  operations  against  any  nation  or  tribe  of 
Biliaos,  that  may  continue  hostile. 
Rnolted^  That  the  pRssroEirr  be  authorized  to 
kose  to  be  established  and  guarded,  such  military 
<i^  as,  in  his  judgment,  will  be  necessary  for  the 
^nnanent  security  of  the  frontier  settlers,  and  to 
wploy  one  or  more  troops  of  horse,  as  patrols  or 
Mgers  between  the  said  posts. 
Ord£red^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  par- 
^t  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  Garnis, 
Br.  BioimT,  Mr.  Mbbane,  Mr.  Pickens,  and  Mr. 
WTOH,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

REVENUE  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Gommittee  of 
ue  Whole  House  on  the  bill  Uying  additional  du- 
ucs  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
^  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
«  Teasels. 

The  three  cents  per  boshel  of  additional  duty 
^  s^t  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Finolbt,  as  oppres- 
«>n  to  his  constituents. 

^r-  Akes  was  convinced,  that  this  was  much 
letter  than  a  land-tax.  It  was  beyond  «11  compar- 
|B)n,  more  cheap,  more  certain,  and  more  equal  in 
^e  collection  than  a  land-tax.    He  would  rather 


tax  salt,  at  even  half  a  dollar  per  bushel,  than  agree 
to  a  land-tax. 

Mr.  Glark  would  be  very  glad  to  bear  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsvlvania  [Mr.  Findlby]  specify 
upon  what  subject  be  was  willing  to  pay  a  tax  t 
It  was  beyond  the  comprehension  of  Mr.  G.,  for 
what  sort  of  a  tax  the  gentlemap  was  prepared  to 
vote,  or,  indeed,  what  sort  of  taxes  the  Western 
settlers  of  Pennsylvania  pay.  We  lay  a  duty  on 
sugar.  They  make  sugar  for  themselves.  We 
lay  a  tax  on  tobacco.  They  are  to  manufacture 
for  themselves.  We  lay  an  excise  on  distilleries. 
They  refuse  to  pay  this  tax,  and,  in  fact,  they  do 
not  pay  it.  We  tax  wines ;  but  we  are  told  that 
these  people  are  poor.  They  cannot,  therefore, 
afford  to  drink  wine,  on  which  the  duty  is  very 
heavy,  for  that  duty  is  paid  only  by  the  rich.  We 
tax  the  importation  of  foreign  fineries,  such  as  silk| 
but  silk  also  is  not  the  dress  of  poor  peole,  so  that 
here  again  the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  get 
off.  We  are  going  to  tax  the  importation  of  foreign 
coals,  but  they  have  plenty  of  their  own,  and  so 
far  from  paying  a  tax  on  them,  are  cutting  a  canal 
to  bring  them  down  to  Philadelphia ;  which  will 
drive  out  the  importation  of  foreign  coals,  and  so 
destroy  the  tax  altogether.  Under  these  circum- 
stances,  Mr.  G.  was  solicitons  to  learn  what  taxes 
the  back  settlers  paid,  for,  as  far  as  he  could  un- 
derstand, they  paid  none :  and  their  Representative 
would  do  well  to  inform  the  House  on  what  they 
were  willing  to  pay  a  tax.  Was  Government  to  be 
burdened  with  them,  and  derive  no  compensation  7 
Was  it  a  sufficient  reason  for  exempting  a  district 
from  public  burdens  to  say  that  the  people  are 
poor  ?  Are  taxes  to  be  paid  exclusively  by  the 
rich  ? 

Mr.  RuTHERroRO  objected  to  this  duty  on  salt.  It 
was  often  to  be  carried  from  one  to  three  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  inland,  and  in  fact,  it  frequently 
costs  twenty  shillings  per  bushel.  No  tax  could  be 
so  universally  unpopular  as  this  would  be. 

Mr.  FiNOLBY  replied  to  Mr.  Glark.  As  to  sugar, 
though  some  of  his  neighbors  made  theirs,  Mr.  F. 
bought  his  own  in  Philadelphia.  As  to  silks  and 
other  female  fineries,  his  constituents  did  just  like 
other  people.  They  spent,  in  that  way,  as  much  as 
they  could  possibly  aiford,  and  had  among  them 
ladies  very  well  dressed.  As  to  other  matters,  his 
constituents  purchased  their  manuiactures  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  paid  for  them,  as  other  people  did. 
Salt,  he  said,  was  known  to  be  necessary  for  cattle 
in  the  back  country.  He  was  strongly  against  the 
tax. 

Mr.  GiLLON  likewise  opposed  the  tax  on  salt.  It 
had  been  proposed  in  the  State  which  he  represent- 
ed, but  never  could  be  carried  through. 

On  a  division,  it  was  rejected  ;  ayes  82,  noes  47. 

A  motion  was  made  for  striking  out  twenty-five 
cents  per  ton  of  additional  tonnage,  on  foreign  ves- 
sels, in  order  to  insert  fifty. 

It  was  passed  in  the  negative;  ayes  80,  noes  41. 

After  going  through  the  bill,  the  Gommittee  rose, 
and  the  House  went  into  consideration  of  the 
amendments  made  in  Gommittee  of  the  Whole. 

On  the  subject  of  an  additional  dnty  on  coal  im- 
ported, Mr.  Giles  said,  that  the  rise  was  very  mo- 
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derate  from  four  and  an  half  to  six  cents  per  ton. 
A  Boston  company  was  about,  as  he  understood,  to 
embark  in  this  business,  but  waited  to  see  the  steps 
taken  by  Congress.  There  was  as  much  coal  in 
Virginia  as  would  serve  all  America,  and  Europe 
besides. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  would  have  the  additional 
duty  restricted  to  all  coal  imported  in  foreign  ves- 
sels. 

Mr.  Heister  wanted  to  know,  whether  the  price 
of  coal  had  not  been  already  doubled  within  these 
few  years.  He  was  informed  that  coal  imported  had 
of  late  risen  from  six  dollars  per  ton,  to  twelve  dol- 
lars and  a  half. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONS  said,  that  a  few  years  would  put 
an  end  to  importation  altogether.  lie  defended  the 
tax.  He  saw  no  danger  to  any  of  the  manufactures 
in  America,  that  make  use  of  foreign  coal  arising 
from  this  tax.  Nothing  but  a  capital  was  wanting 
to  make  America  supply  herself. 

Mr.  Shbrbubni  recommended  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Wadsworth,  as  to  the  restriction  of  this  duty 
to  foreign  bottoms. 

Mr.  Madison  worded  this  amendment  '*on  all 
vessels  not  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States  ;'^  because  foreign  bottoms  might  belong  to 
people  of  this  country.  He  was  not  solicitous  about 
the  fate  of  the  motion.  The  amendment  was  lost ; 
but  the  original  motion  was  carried. 

Another  amendment  was,  *'  after  the  fourth  sec- 
tion to  add  six  cents  additional  per  ton  on  Ameri- 
can tonnage.** 

Mr.  Goodhue  considered  that  nothing  could  be  so 
sore  upon  our  merchants,  as  this  burden  at  this 
time,  when  half  our  shipping  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  Algerines  or  the  British. 

It  passed  in  the  negative-*yeas  89,  nays  45 — as 
follows : 

Yeas. — ^Theodoras  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Beatty,  Thoiuas  Bluunt,  Thomas  P.  Oarnes^  Thomas 
Ciaiborae»  Jooathaa  Dayton,  George  Dent,  William 
Findley,  William  B.  Giie^  James  Oiilespie,  James  Gor- 
don, Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  George 
Hancock,  Tliomaa  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  John  Hun- 
ter, Richard  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Joseph  M*Dowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  Peter 
Muhlenberg,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Andrew  Pickens,  Francis 
Preston,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Silas  Talbot, 
Uriah  Tracy,  John  £.  Van  Alkn, Peter  Van  Gaasbeck, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Francis  Walker,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nays. — Fisher  Ames,  Klios  Boudinot,  Benjamin 
Bourne.Gabriel  Christie,  Abraham  Clark,  David  Cobb, 
Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Isaac  Coles,  Henry  Dear- 
born, Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Dwight 
Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholas  Gil- 
man,  Heru'y  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Cliristopher 
Greenup,  John  Heath,  James  Hillhouse,  Amasa  Learned, 
William  Lyman,  James  Madison,  Francis  Malbone, 
William  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans 
Murray,  John  Nicholas,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Ro- 
bert Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
John  S.  Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Zephaniah  Swift,  George  Thatcher,  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
Abraham  Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,_Joha  Watta, 
Benjamin  Williams^  and  Richard  Winn. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 1 


ments  agreed  to,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  tbii 
time  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  May  17. 

An  engrossed  bill  laying  additional  duties  < 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  ti 
United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  re 
sels,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  William  Smith  from  the  committee  ^ 
pointed,  presented  a  bill  laying  certain  duties  upe 
manufactured  tobacco  and  refined  sugar ;  which  vj 
read  the  first  time ;  and  opposition  being  ma^e 
the  same,  the  question  was  stated,  to  wit:  ''Stu 
the  said  bill  be  rejected  f " 

TOBACCO  AND  SUGAR  DUTIES. 

The  bill  laying  a  duty  on  tobacco  manufictore 
and  sugar  refined,  in  the  United  States,  was  rei 
a  second  time. 

Mr.  LvBf  AN  opposed  its  passing  to  a  third  reit 
ing,  on  the  ground  that  those  articles  deserve  f 
the  fostering  care  of  GoTernment,  and  are  entire] 
incapable  of  bearing  such  a  burden ;  for,  CTen  not 
notwithstanding  the  present  protecting  duties,  the} 
especially  the  article  of  manufactured  snuff,  arejt 
imported.  He  also  obiected  to  the  bill,  from  tb 
exceptionable  nature  ot  an  excise. 

Some  objections  were  made  to  the  propriety  ( 
opposing  the  bill  in  its  present  stage. 

Mr.  Clark  thought  the  bill  annecessary,  becao^ 
the  two-and-a-half  per  cent  of  additional  i  impn^ 
would  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  public  H 
thought  that  the  bill  had  an  immoral  tendency,  be 
cause  it  tempted  men  to  perjure  themselTes.  Itwai 
oppressite,  as  making  erery  man's  house  liable  t< 
be  searched  at  midnight  He  thought  it  also  wouli 
produce  an  expensive  mode  of  collection.  He,  there 
ibre,  objected  against  it,  as  unneceflaary,  of  an  to 
moral  tendency,  as  oppressiveand  ezpensire.  H< 
had  always  voted  against  it,  and  he  always  should 
persist  in  voting  against  it 

Mr.  Amis  pressed  the  necessity  ibr  money,  va 
the  want  of  other  funds  to  discharge  the  sernod 
of  the  current  year.  He  said,  that  to  impose  t»xd 
was  an  unpopular  office,  and  exposed  members  U 
dislike.  Perhaps  they  might  be  persecuted;  but 
it  was  still  requisite  for  members  to  perform  tbeii 
duty.  He  had  a  greater  repugnance  to  the  excise 
as  established  in  Europe ;  but  in  America  it  vas 
of  a  different  nature.  To  r^ect  the  present  bill 
would  place  the  finances  of  this  countiy  io  a  rery 
alarming  point  of  view.  If  this  bill  was  thrown 
out,  we  might  bid  farewell  to  firm  and  detennined 
measures.  We  must  go  home  when  we  are  to  lay 
a  tax,  and  ask  the  people  whether  or  not  they 
like  it 

Mr.  Nicholas  went  into  the  old  arguments 
against  excise.  He  was  severe  on  the  general  chir- 
acter  of  excise  officers,  whom  he  represented  is  the 
dregs  of  society.  Very  few  persons  in  America 
would  accept  of  such  an  office  at  all,  and  those  who 
accepted  of  it,  are  by  no  means  of  a  respectable 
rank  in  life. 

Mr.  FrrzsnioNs.  There  are  as  good  men  eo* 
ployed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  as  anj 
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)ther9  in  the  coaotry,  not  exceptitiff  the  gentleman 
itmseJf ;  and  men  who  are  as  well  liked  by  their 
leighbora. 

ilr.  W.    Smith.    The  rejection  of  the  bill  iit 
hiM  timcf  win  not  decide  the  principle  of  excise ; 
f  rejected, 'it  will  not  be  owing  to  the  arguments 
;gninst  it,  but  to  the  absence  of  a  great  many 
Dembera^  who.,  never   dreamed   that  the   question 
roald  have  been  brought  on  to-day,  and  who  do 
lot  even  Icnow  that  the  bill  has  been  so  muah  as 
sported.     The  practice  is  nncandid,  and   unpre- 
^edeoted,  to  .-endeavor  to  reject  a  bill  at  this  stage, 
Defore  it  has  been  printed,  and  the  members  know 
its  conterits." !  Was  it  fair  and  consistent,  in  a  thin 
House,  to  reject  the  bill  without  any  further  con- 
^deration  than  one  reading,  for  the  sake  of  form, 
I  rending   to  which  nobody  had  lutened  f    How 
iraa  this  to  settle  the  principle  of  excise  ?    Wiis  it 
not  already  settled  in  the  Constitution  and  by  ex* 
isting  laws?     But  a  new  argument  had  been  this 
day  resorted  to;  there  was  a  surplus  of  revenue 
in  the  Treasury,  without  new  taxes,  and  this  had 
been  discovered,  since  this  tax  had  been  agreed  to. 
if  ihis  argument  was  founded  in  fact,  it  would  put 
an  end  to  all  debates  on  all  the  new  tiixes;  but 
what  was   this  notable  discovery?  an  additional 
two-and-a-balf  per  cent  on  impost    This  was  no 
discovery  which  could  change  the  question,  for  it 
was  agreed  to,  before  the  duty  on  manufjictured 
tobacco  and  sugar;  and  the  latter  had  been  there- 
fore established  by  the  House,  with  a  knowledge 
that  the  former  was  laid.     He  asked,  if,  in  the 
present  situation  of  the  country,  all  dependence 
Was  to  be  placed  on  commerce  ?    How  could  cer- 
tain members  reconcile  this  proceeding  with  their 
former  votes  and  language  ?    ^ut  the  other  day  we 
were  to  prohibit  nil  commercial  intercourse,  to  se- 
qaester  debts,  and  to  prepare  for  war.     Now,  we 
are  to  derive  the  whole  of  the  revenues  fr^m  trade ; 
the  same  gentlemen  who   urged   these   measures 
were  now  defeating  every  kind  of  revenue,  which 
might  be  productive.    There  was  something  so 
extraordinary  in   thin,  that  he  could  not  account 
for  it.    It  was  said,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
tnd  Means  ought  not  to  have  reckoned  on  a  defal- 
cation, in  the  impost  of  81*300,000,  but  the  gentle- 
men assign  no  reasons  for  their  assertion,  where- 
fs  the  committee  founded  their  report  on  the  best 
information.    Admit,  however,  that  it  is  doubt- 
foi ;  was  it  safe,  in  the  present  critical  state  of  the 
coantry,  to  place  all  dependence  on  external  re- 
aoarces,  which  were  every  moment  in  danger  of 
being  cut  off?    Did  not  duty  reouire  a  provision 
for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  United  States,  by 
Vittmal  resources?    This  was  certain,  that  the 
extra  appropriations  of  this  year  exceeded  those 
of  any  former  year  by  two  millions  and  a  half  of 
dollars.    Where  was  the  money  to  come  from? 
The  members  in  opposition  to  this  tax,  voted  out 
und  and  salt ;  they  endeavored  to  vote  out  stamps 
fnd  carriages.    They  will  agree  to  nothing  but 
^post    Are  the  merchants  to  be  saddled  with 
the  whole  burden,  because,  like  friends  to  order 
*Qd  tranquility,  they  have  not  called  town  meet- 
^1,  or  published  inflammatory  reeolvea  f    It  is 
■aid,  war  is  no  lopger  expected;  this  coautry  is 


willing  to  submit  to  every  thing.  Was  this  in- 
sinuation pointed  at  Congress  or  the  Executive? 
It  was  unfounded  in  either  case ;  because  negotia- 
tion  was  tried,  it  did  not  follow  that  either  the  one 
or  the  other  branch  of  the  Government  were'  dis« 
posed  tamely  to  submit  to  injury ;  for  himself,  he 
was  ready  to  aver  that,  if  proper  reparation  were 
not  obtained,  he  should  be  for  war.  The  balance 
now  being  trembling  on  its  beam ;  and  no  one 
could  say  whether  it  would  settle  for  peace  or  war, 
he  was  for  preparing  seriously  for  the  latter,  while 
we  strove  to  preserve  the  former.  Pecuniary  ex- 
ertions were  indispensable ;  it  might  be  a  pleasant 
thing  to  oppose  taxes,  and  the  advocates  of  new 
taxes  might  be  obnoxious,  but  this  would  not  draw 
him  from  his  duty.  The  increase  of  excise  officers 
had  been  mentioned ;  the  bill  did  not  propose  a 
single  one;  the  bad  character  of  the  excise  officers 
had  been  mentioned ;  the  supervisors  were  among 
the  most  respectable  men  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  inspectors  were  as  virtuous  as  the  officers 
of  the  customs.  The  embarrassments,  the  taking 
of  oaths,  &c.,  were  not  more  applicable  to  manu- 
facturers than  to  merchants  and  captnins,  who 
could  not  enter,  or  unlade,  or  clear  out,  without 
difficulties,  embarrassments,  and  oaths;  but  this 
was  disregarded,  as  if  they  had  less  feeling  than 
other  people.  As  to  the  injury  to  morals,  the  ne- 
cessary oaths  required  by  all  revenue  laws  were 
not  injurious  to  the  morals  of  the  honest,  and  those 
who  swore  to  the  truth ;  and,  as  to  those  who  were 
disposed  to  commit  fiauds  and  perjuries,  no  injury 
could  be  done  to  the  morals  of  these  who  had 
none.  Mr.  S.  wished  that  less  had  been  said  in 
the  way  of  general  reflection  on  the  Collectors  of 
the  revenue.  Some  years  ago,  a  member  of  that 
House,  when  they  were  at  New  York,  attacked  the 
tide-waiters.  There  happened  to  be  a  tide-waiter 
in  the  gallery,  who  wrote,  next  day,  a  pretty  smart 
letter  to  the  member,  who  had  spoken  so  freely  of 
his  profession. 

Mr.  NiLEs  hoped  that  no  gentleman  would  sar, 
that  he  wished  to  see  the  Treasury  empty.  He 
would,  for  his  own  part,  be  glad  to  know  whether 
there  was  a  deficiency  or  not,  clearly  stated.  He 
did  not  see  so  much  as  some  others  did,  in  the  ob- 
jections to  an  excise.  It  was  called  an  excise,  it 
was  true,  but  we  do  not  know  yet  the  way  in 
which  it  is  to  be  levied  ;  so,  we  cannot  tell  whether 
there  will  be  any  hardship  in  it  or  not  He  went 
over  some  of  the  statements  of  different  gentle- 
men, but  on  the  whole,  there  was  so  much  contra- 
diction in  the  assertions  of  different  members,  that 
Mr.  N.  knew  not  what  to  make  of  them. 

Mr.  BouDiiiOT  moved  that  the  House  adjourn, 
which  they  did  immediately,  at  three  o'clock. 


Monday,  May  19. 

A  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Salem,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  a  further 
continuation  of  the  Embargo  laid  on  ships  or  ves- 
sels in  tlie  ports  of  the  United  States,  bound  to  any 
foreign  port  or  place.    Laid  on  the  table. 
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IMPRBSSMENT  OF  AMERICAN  SEAMBN. 

Mr.  Murray  mo  red,  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  report  a  bill  to  provide  such  regulaUons 
as  may  enable  American   seamen  to  obtain  and 
carry  eYidence  of  citizenship,  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  them    from  impressment  into  foreign 
service.    He  said,  that  it  was  a  reasonable  expect- 
ation that  the  subject  of  this  resolution  should  be 
seriously  attended  to,  at  any  time ;  but  there  were 
the  most  urgent  reasons  for  an  attention  to  the 
situation  of  our  fellow-citizens  of  this  description 
at  the  present  period.    Tliat  the  evil  of  impress- 
ment into  foreign  service  existed,  no  gentleman 
could  doubt,  and  it  was  equally  doubtless,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  Congress,  ns  far  as  they  could,  to 
provide  a  remedy  for  the  evil.     A  few  years  since, 
when  Britain  armed  her  navy  against  Spain,  on 
the  Nootka-Sound  question,  it  had  been  the  fate 
of  several  hundreds  of  the  American  seamen  to 
be  impressed  into  a  service  which  they  abhorred. 
For  a  proof  of  this  fact,  he  would  recal  tlie  re- 
membrance of  the  House,  to  the  claim  made  by 
Mr.  Cutting  for  repayment  of  money  actually  ex- 
pended by  him,  in  the  liberation  of  seamen  in  this 
numiliating  situation.    Congress  repaid  Mr.  Cut- 
ting two  thousand  dollars.    That  they  had  thus 
attended  to  this  claim  was  proof  that  the  fact  com- 
plained of  existed.    The  evil  arose,  not  more  from 
the  extreme  insolence  of  disposition  of  the  press- 
gangs,  than  from  a  real  difficulty  of  discriminating 
American    citizens    from    British    subjects.     The 
difficulty  was,  in  similarity  of  language,  dress,  and 
manners;  and  from  the  deficiency  of  evidenee  of 
citizenship,  which,  in  a  foreign  port,  could  not  al- 
ways be  obtained.    For,  though  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  of  England  had  laid  down  certain  rules, 
in    the  case  that    he    had   mentioned,  the  rules 
laid  down  had  exacted  so  rigid  and  pointed  an 
oath,  from  personal  knowledge,  that  they  scarcely 
could,  in  any  case,  be  complied  with.    A  captain 
might,  in  many  Instances,  "believe  his  sailor  to  be 
an  American,  and  yet  not  think  himself  warrant- 
ed in  making  oath  to  this  fact.    The  object  of  his 
resolution  was,  that  seamen,  who  are  American 
citizens,  might  all   pursue  a  uniform  line  of  evi- 
dence in  proof  of  citizenship,  and  that,  by  an  entry 
of  such  evidence  solemnly  obtained  in  the  clear- 
ances or  other  authentic  papers  of  the  ship,  the 
same  weight  and  authority   should  be  given  to 
their  part  of  a  ship^s  papers  as  were,  in  all  cases, 
given  to  all  sea  letters  and  other  papers.    He  be- 
lieved that,  if  the  subject  went  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, a  particular  regulation  on  this  subject  might 
be  digested,  which  would,  in  many  cases,  if  not  in 
all,  aiford  such  good  evidence  of  citizenship,  as 
would  save  American  seamen  from  the  injustice 
and  cruelty  that  many,  he  believed,  now  actually 
suffered  under;  for  ho  had  heard  that  a  number 
of  them  had  been  impressed  in  the  West  Indies  on 
bonrd  of  the  British  fleet    He  was  not  so  san- 
guine an  to  imagine,  that  any  law  could  give  full 
protection  to  our  seamen;  for  he  was  convinced 
that,  in  order  to  give  complete  protection,  certain 
rules  of  evidence  must  first  be  recognised,  by  Con- 
vention between  this  country  and  Britain,  stipu- 
lating the  extent  of  certain  political  principles  re- 


lative to  alienage  and  allegiance.  Till,  howerer, 
that  is  done,  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  CongresA, 
and  particularly,  at  this  disturbed  period,  to  afibrd 
every  aid  in  its  power  to  this  class  of  citizens.  To 
bring  the  subject  before  the  House,  he  bad  moFed 
the  resolution,  which  he  gave  notice,  that  he  would 
call  up  to-morrow. 

TOBACCO  AND  SUGAR  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  laying  a  duty  on  manufactured  Xahaceo 
and  refined  sugar,  which  had  been  debated  and 
postponed  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  Goodhue  wished  for  a  delay.  He  had  seen 
a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  lost  night,  whom 
he  did  not  now  see  in  his  place  in  the  House,  and 
who  was  making  out  an  estimate)  whether  tke 
money  proposed  to  be  raised  by  these  taxes  would 
be  wanted  or  not  If  they  could  really  do  iri:h- 
out  the  money,  it  would  be  better  to  reject  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Sherburne  thought  that  the  question  might 
be  delayed,  till  it  was  seen,  whether  the  sums,  to  be 
produced  by  this  bill,  would  be  actually  required,  or 
not 

Mr.  Datton  believed  that*  the  money  wms  want' 
ed.  He  would  therefore  vote  for  the  bill.  It  was 
incumbent  on  gentlemen  who  objected  to  the  bill, 
to  show  that  the  money  would  not  be  wanted. 

Mr.  Smilie  and  Mr.  Leb  rose  at  the  same  tioae. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  Mr.  Smilie  had 
risen  first 

Mr.  Leb  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  already  spoke  twice  on  this  subject; 
and  ho  insisted  Jor  order,  [Mr.  L.  referred  to 
the  proceedings  of  Saturday,  for  Mr.  Sjhlie  had 
not  spoke  any  before,  this  day.]  Our  time,  said 
Mr.  L.,  is  too  precious  to  be  wasted  in  talking, 
when  evefv  gentleman  is  competent  to  give  his  vote 
already.  I  call  for  the  question.  His  opinion  was, 
that  the  money  was  not  yet  wanted;  and  that  it 
was  being  too  provident  to  vote  fur  taxes,  before 
they  were  required  by  necessity. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  contended,  that  there  would  be  a 
very  considerable  deficiency.  He  asked,  who  would 
lend  us  money,  if  there  was  such  a  difficulty  in  es- 
tablishinfT  funds  to  pay  the  interei4t  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Wadsworth  hoped  that  the  bill  would  not 
be  altogether  thrown  aside.  There  was  part  of  ii 
that  he  approved,  and  part  of  it  that  he  did  not 
perfectly  approve.  In  discussing  this  question, 
much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  two-and-a-haJf 
per  cent  of  additional  impost  on  importations,  as 
if  that  would  be  a  fund  for  the  increase  of  re- 
venue, and  supersede  the  necessity  for  some  other 
taxes.  Mr.  W.  assigned  his  reasons  for  believing 
that  this  supposition  was  perfectly  chimerical. 
Within  the  last  six  months,  American  vessels  and 
property  had  been  captured  by  the  British  priva^ 
teers  in  the  West  Indies,  to  the  extent  of  mu  miU 
lion  of  dollars.  This  will  make  the  importations 
less,  by  at  least  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and, 
of  consequence,  destroy  a  great  part  both  of  the 
old  and  new  impost  Property  to  the  extent  of 
one-fourth  of  a  million  of  dollar^  perhaps,  had 
likewise  been  seized  by  tlie  Spaniaras,  and  other 
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Ktions  had  most  likelj  taken  as  much  more.  The 
lUl  loss  to  American  commerce  could  not,  there- 
re,  be  less  than  jf/i^Mii  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
he  imposts  on  importations  must,  therefore,  be 
try  much  reduced ;  as  from  Britain,  for  example, 
lere  would  not,  in  his  judgment,  be  one-fourth 
irt  of  the  imports,  from  this  time  to  the  first  of 
ecember,  that  had  been  formerly.  And  no  man 
Mild  imagine  that,  at  the  most,  they  would  ez- 
xd  one-half  of  their  former  amount  The  British 
lerchants  would  be  afraid,  on  account  of  the  mat- 
ITS  that  had  been  proposed.  These  people,  they 
oald  say,  have  been  laying  embargoes,  and  speak- 
ig  of  sequestration  and  indemnification.  We 
lost  be  cautious.  Mr.  W.  added,  that  it  was  pos- 
ible  enough,  that  America  might,  in  the  Fall,  be 
t  mr  with  Britain ;  and  then  impost  and  iroport- 
don  will  fiUl  together.  These  were  his  motives 
yf  believing  that  the  two»and-a-half  per  cent 
rould  be  of  no  great  consequence.  It  had  been 
aid,  that  the  ten  per  cent  would  produce  a  large 
logmentation^  He  did  not,  from  the  diminished 
[UDtity  of  imports,  believe  that  it  would  be  so 
wck^  by  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent,  as  the  old  se- 
peih&nd-a^half  duty  had  produced.  Mr.  W.  next 
«Terted  to  the  bill  before  the  House.  One  part 
if  it  (the  duty  oq  snuff)  he  could  not  agree  to. 
rhe  other  part,  refined  sugars,  would  fall  on  those 
irbo  could  afford  to  pay  it,  and  after  all  that  had 
l>eeQ  said  against  this  bill,  be  was  firmly  convinced, 
ihtt,  so  far  from  injuring  the  manufacture,  it 
vottld  thrive  the  better  for  this  tax.  He,  on  this 
locoant,  hoped,  that  the  bill  would  pass,  in  spite 
of  his  ol^ection  to  some  things  that  might,  per- 
htps,  be  corrected.  He  then  replied  to  the  com- 
pIuBts  of  some  gentlemen,  who,  as  an  excuse  for 
repeating  over  and  over  again,  their  former  argu- 
bents  and  opinions,  observed,  that  they  had  not 
received  an  answer.  It  was  very  likely  that  they 
misht  think  so,  and  he,  for  his  part,  did  not  think 
that  he  had  been  atwoered.  This  kind  of  reason- 
bg  had  no  end.  Perhaps  it  was  impossible  for 
him,  or  gentlemen  of  his  sentiments,  to  answer  the 
«pp«8ite  side  of  the  question.  And,  again,  perhaps 
the  gentlemen  of  the  opposite  opinion  could  not 
aaswer  themu  The  matter  must  rest  there,  and 
the  question  come  to  a  vote. 

Ut.  FiTasiMOKS  was  convinced  that  there  was  a 
deficiency,  and  a  great  one.  But  he  was  not  fully 
prepared  to  spc»k  upon  the  subject;  though  he 
vaa  sore  of  the  &ot  He  did  not  wish  to  hurry  the 
subject    The  bill  might  be  printed. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  sorry  to  have  learned  that 
he  had,  on  Saturday,  made  a  general  reflection  on 
A  profession  of  men.  With  some  gentlemen,  in 
^^  line  referred  to,  he  had  as  strict  a  friendship 
«&with  any  persons  on  earth.  He  said,  that  ten 
lines  of  figures,  which  he  had  in  his  hand,  would 
c^tisfy  the  House,  that  the  taxes  in  the  present 
^  tfe  not  wantecL  He  then  began  a  detail  of 
OMsiderable  length,  to  which  Mr.  FiTZSiMova 
replied. 

Mr.  TiuLcr.    One  gentleman  says  that  we  have 

A  SQrplus  of  three  millions ;  another,  that  we  have 

a  Borplos  of  one  million.    It  is  very  strange  for 

geotlemea  to  be  coming  forward  in  this  stage  of 
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the^  debate,  and  to  say  that  money  is  not  wanted, 
after  the  want  of  money  has  been  so  frequently 
advanced,  and  admitted,  in  the  House.  It  is  un- 
accountable, that  there  should  be  a  contradiction 
on  a  point  of  this  nature.  He  next  went  into  a 
long  series  of  calculations. 

He  objected  to  the  estimate  of  the  impost  of 
1793,  that  was  reckoned  upon  for  the  current  ex- 
penses of  1794.  A  great  part  of  this  impost  was 
still  due,  bv  bonds.  The  persons  who  had  given 
these  bonds  were,  many  of  them,  broke  by  the 
British  depredations  in  the  West  Indies  ;  and,  in 
fact,  a  large  proportion  of  that  impost  never  would 
be  paid  in  to  the  Collectors  of  the  revenue. 

He  was  displeased  with  the  way  in  which  some 
gentlemen  had  spoken  of  the  national  debt  He 
had  no  share,  for  his  own  part,  as  a  creditor ;  but 
a  part  of  his  property  must  go  to  the  discharge  of 
it,  and  he  should  cheerfully  pay  it  He  did  not 
agree  with  those  gentlemen  who,  in  the  event  of 
a  peace,  would  not  wish  to  replenish  the  Treasury. 
It  was  curious,  that  the  House  had  now  been  as- 
sembled for  nearly  six  months;  and  that  their 
chief  object  had  been  to  discover  ways  and  means 
for  raising  public  money.  A  bill  for  that  purpose 
had  been  brought  in ;  and  just  when  it  was  on  the 
point  of  being  passed,  we  make  a  sudden  and  won- 
derful discovery,  that  no  money  is  wanted ;  but 
that  we  have  an  overplus  of  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  thing  cannot  be.  The  calculations  are 
not  founded  on  truth.  He  did  not  believe  that 
members  understood  the  bill.  He  could  demon- 
strate, that  there  was  occasion  for  a  supply  of 
money. 

Mr.  Madison  thought,  that  the  arguments  on 
each  side  of  this  question  might  be  reduced  to  a 
narrow  compass.  If  peace  continues,  he  supposed 
it  likely  that  the  revenue  would  not  fall  so  iar 
short,  as  the  Committee  had  apprehended.  But  il 
there  was  a  war,  the  expense  would  much  exceed 
anything  yet  thought  of.  He  was  for  layine  aside 
the  subject  at  present,  and  if  a  rupture  with  £ng* 
land  should  ensue,  he  would  then  recommend,  at 
once,  a  direct  tax,  and  that  these  excise  acts  should 
be  entirely  thrown  aside.  If  there  was  no  ^ar, 
he  believed  that  no  new  taxes  were  required ,  let 
the  matter,  therefore  die,  as  to  the  present  He 
disapproved  the  principle  of  the  tax,  and  should, 
on  that  account,  think  himself  justified  in  voting 
against  it 

Mr.  GiLLON  rose,  and  replied  to  several  gen- 
tlemen, who  were  for  the  excise  on  tobacco, 
snu^  and  loaf  and  lump  sugar ;  and  observed,  that 
he  had  partly  obtained  his  object,  bv  drawine  gen- 
tlemen forward,  with  the  calculations  which  had 
been  kept  back.  But  as  the  gentlemen,  after  hav- 
ing, by  their  own  account,  been  three  months  on 
this  subject,  avowed  that  his  request  of  detailing 
those  large  sums  came  rather  unexpected,  and 
that  they  wished  to  have  more  time  to  make  their 
calculations,  he  had  not  much  objection  to  let  this 
bill  have  a  second  reading;  but  he  hoped  they 
would  be  accurate,  in  proportion  to  the  time  taken 
to  preface  them.  As  to  the  idea  of  our  general 
taxes  not  taking  place  until  the  first  of  next  March, 
that  had  no  weight  with  him;  beoause  he  knew 
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tbe  QW\\  List  for  the  jear  was  not  all  then  due, 
nor  would  all  the  sum  for  military  and  nayal  pre- 
parations be  to  be  paid  down,  the  daj  the  ore  was 
dug  for  the  guns,  nor  on  the  .day  that  the  first  tree 
was  cut  to  begin  the  frigates. 

He  agreed  that  the  deficiency  might  arise  on  the 
supplies  now  due,  for  the  terms  which  the  gentle- 
men had  assigned  by  the  plunder  of  our  mer- 
chants' property.  He  was  happy  to  find  that  gen- 
tlemen had  not  lost  sight  of  the  serious  applica- 
tions they  had  receiyed  from  that  respectable  and 
utile  body  (the  merchants)  for  redress ;  and  he 
should  take  care  to  remind  gentlemen  of  their  own 
observations,  when  the  requests  of  the  merchants 
were  brought  forward,  as  it  was  clear  something 
must  be  done,  either  by  restitution  on  the  debts  to 
be  sequestered,  a  loan  for  them  under  the  guarantee 
of  the  Union,  or  by  prolonging  the  time  to  a  re- 
mote period,  of  paying  the  duties  that  they  owed. 
He  was  accused  of  making  tDonder/ul  ducoveries,  of 
making  calculations  not  founded  in  truth.  The 
latter  he  denied,  for,  if  there  is  any  untruth  in 
them,  it  cannot  be  on  his  side,  but  must  have  arisen 
from  the  Committee;  therefore,  to  them  be  the 
untruth  applicable,  as  he  did  not  make  use  of  a 
figure  but  what  they  placed  in  their  report 

He  still  retained  his  opinion,  that  surplus  reve- 
nue was  dangerous  in  the  hands  of  any  Govern- 
ment. What  did  they  want  to  do  with  it  ?  He 
hoped  nothing  else  but  to  buy  up  the  national 
funded  debt  as  cheap  as  they  could,  which  act  was 
pardonable,  only  by  the  intent,  he  presumed,  they 
must  feel  of  at  last  doing  justice  to  our  late  ar- 
mies. His  meaning  was,  that  the  profits  arising 
from  this  speculation  should  be  kept  as  a  sacred 
depositc,  out  at  interest,  and  that  interest  to  be 
employed  towards  paying  off  the  interest  due  on 
the  principal  losses  which  our  brave  officers  and 
soldiers  had  met  with,  by  being  obliged  to  part 
with  their  shares  of  pay  at  a  very  inferior  value. 
This  you  may  better  pay  to  patriotism  and  misfor- 
tune, than  pay  to  speculators. 

Mr.  Tracy.  If  I  have  said  what  is  alleged,  the 
language  is  too  indecorous  to  be  used  by  me,  to  any 
gentleman  on  this  floor.  If  anything  of  that  kind 
has  escaped  from  me,  I  am  ready  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman^s  pardon.  I  have  the  highest  respect  for 
his  character. 

And  the  question  was  then  put.  Shall  this  bill 
be  rejected  ?  it  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  81, 
nays  56,  as  follows : 

Ykas. — ^Thomas  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Gabriel 
Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abraham  Clark,  Isaac 
Coles,  William  Findley,  William  B.  Gile^  Alexander 
Gillon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Daniel  Heiater,  William  Lyman, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  McDowell, 
William  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlen- 
berg, Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas, 
Josiah  Parker,  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford, 
Thomas  Scott,  John  Smilie,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abra- 
ham Venable,  Francia  Walker,  Ridiard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

Nats. — Fisber  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Theodorus 
Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Elias  Boudi- 
not,  Benjamin  Bounie,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  David 
Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  William  J.  Dawson, 


Jonathan  Dayton,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Deot,  Sam- 
uel Dexter,  Tnomas  Fitxsimons,  Dwight  Fuster,  Eieki«l 
Gilbert,  James  Gillespie,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Heary  Glenn,  | 
Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Samael  Oriffii, 
Wiiliam  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartlev,  Jaiaes  Hill- 
bouse,  William  Hindman,  John  Himter,  Aenry  Latimer, 
Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Matthev  Loeke, 
Francia  Malbone,  Alexander  Mebaoe,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Andrew  Pickens,  Ttieodors 
Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jeremiah  Smith.  Unel 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot, 
George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Truinbili, 
John  R  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaaabeck,  Peleg  Wad*- 
worth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  Jolia 
Watts,  and  Benjamin  Williams. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  sooond  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Wednesday  next 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  **  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  tim«, 
the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  en-j 
couraging  the  importation  of  tbe  same ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  bad  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  no  amendment  thereta 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  representation  of  the  Lcgii-I 
lature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  eonoeming  tbt 
expenses  of  certain  expeditions  carried  on  agaiint 
the  Indians  since  the  year  one  thousand  sevea 
hundred  and  eighty-five,  which  lay  on  the  table, 
be  referred  to  Mr.  GRSBinrp,  Mr.  Hillhocse,  an4 
Mr.  Venablb  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinioa 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Talbot,  from  the  committee  appoint^i 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  toe 
account  of  Lewis  Dubois,  for  his  services  in  the 
late  Army  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Lyma5,  from  the  Joint  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  consider  and  report  what  further  business  is 
necessary  to  be  done  during  the  present  session, 
and  at  what  time  it  will  be  proper  to  adjourn  tbe 
same,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  d 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motioo 
of  the  12th  instant,  directing  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  to  fUrnish  the  Executives  of  the  ^everel 
States  with  a  copy  of  the  book  mariced  A,  depoated 
in  the  IVeasury  Department  by  the  Commissiozh 
ers  who  settled  the  accounts  between  the  indivi- 
dual States  and  the  United  States,  which  lay  on 
the  table :  Whereupon, 

Besohedf  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Reprc- 
Bentatives  of  the  United  States  ofAmeriea  in  Con- 
grets  aesefnbled,  That  the  Psbsidekt  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  cause  such  of  tbe 
Executives  of  the  several  States  as  may  apply  for 
the  same,  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  book 
marked  A,  deposited  in  the  Treasury  Department 
by  the  CommLssioners  who  settled  the  accounts 
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etween  the  United  States  and  the  individual 
Utes.  • 

AUGMENTATION  OP  THE  ARMY. 

The  Houge  resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
le  Wiiole  House  on  the  bill  to  augment  the  mili- 
uy  force  of  the  United  States ;  and,  after  some 
ime  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
V>mmittee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
n«i  made  amendment  thereto ;  which  was  read,  as 
>lIows:  - 

Strike  ont  the  first  sectioQ  of  the  bill,  in  the 
rords  following,  to  wit : 

**  Bt  it  €naettd  by  the  Senate  and  Bowie  of  Repre- 
iMtaiives  <^  ike  UnUed  SUUea  of  Amtrica  in  Oongren. 
juembtedf  That  there  shall  be  raised,  for  the  term  of 

jears,  or  during  a  war  which  may  break  out  be- 

ween  the  United  States  and  any  European  Power,  ao 
4diuonal  military  force,  coosistiog  of  twenty-five  thou- 
and  QoD-comDiissioned  oflScers,  privates,  and  musicians, 
r*^'ether  with  a  proper  proportion  of  oommissiooed  offi- 
'ri>  of  all  grades,  respectively,  according  to  the  present 
tfijiary  Establishment  of  the  United  States : " 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree 
titb  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  the  said 
imendment,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded  to  amend 
the  said  bill,  by  inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  section 
Rtricken  oat,  the  following  section,  to  wit: 

**Beit  enacted  by  ike  SeneOe  and  ffaute  of  Hepreeent- 
ttieet  of  the  United  Statet  of  America  in  Vmgreee 
vtfjnhled.  That  there  shall  be  raised,  upon  the  terms 
aad  cooditioQS  hereafter  mentioaed,  an  additional  pro- 

f iaional  military  fi»rce,  to  consist  of non-commis- 

•ioaed  officers,  privates,  and  musicians,  together  with  a 
proper  portion  of  commissioned  officers : 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  80,  nays  50,  as 

follows : 

Ykas. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Beatty,  Benjamin  Bourne, 
David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Jonatliaii  Dayton,  George 
Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitssimons,  D wight 
Fwiter,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James 
6t>rdoo,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Amasa 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Malbonc.  William 
VsDs  Murray,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith, 
ZHphaiiiah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah 
Tracy,  Jooaihan  Trumbull,  John  EL  Van  Allen,  Peter 
Van  Gaasbeck,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  John  Watts. 

Nats. — James  Armstrong,  Theodorus  Bailey,  Abra- 
kim  lialdwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Carnes, 
Gdbriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abraham  Clark, 
Joshua  Coit.  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry 
iKarborn,  William  Findley,  William  B.  Giles^  James 
Oille*pie,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Henry 
Glenn,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  William 
Bsny  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  John  Hunter,  Matthew 
l^>cJce,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  James  Ma- 
^\^^  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William 
MoiHgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Jo- 
jeph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Alexander 
D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Ruther- 
tffd,  lliomas  Scott,  John  8.  Sherburne,  John  Smilie, 
Isrsel  Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Abraham  Venable,  Francis  Walker,  Richard  Winn, 
Btnj»min  WiUiama,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

And  then  the  question  being  put  that  the  said 
H  V  amended,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 


time,  it  passed  in  the  negative.    And  so  the  said 
bill  was  rejected. 

TtTESDAT,  May  20. 

Mr.  Carnes,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the 
Southwestern  frontier  settlers;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
report  a  bill  to  regulate  the  mode  in  which  Ame- 
rican seamen  mav  be  Airnished  with  evidence  of 
citizenship,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  them 
against  impressment  in  foreign  service;  and  that 
Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Tract,  and  Mr.  GaLON,  be  the 
said  committee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  granting  relief  to 
James  Bell;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
no  amendment  thereto.  And,  on  the  question  that 
the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 
it  passed  in  the  negative.  And  so  the  said  bill  was 
rejected. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Qendemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Route  of  Repre»entatinet : 

In  the  communications  which  I  have  made  to  Con- 
gress during  the  present  session  relative  to  foreign 
nations,  I  have  omitted  no  opportunity  of  testifying 
my  anxiety  to  preserve  the  United  States  in  peace. 
It  is  peculiarly,  therefore,  my  duty,  at  this  time,  to  lay 
before  you  the  present  state  of  certain  hostile  threats 
against  the  territories  of  Spain  in  our  neighborhood. 

The  documents  which  accompany  this  Message  de- 
velope  the  measures  which  I  have  taken  to  suppress 
them,  and  the  intelligence  which  has  been  lately  re- 
ceived. 

It  will  be  seen  from  thence  that  the  subject  has  not 
been  neglected ;  that  every  power  vested  in  the  Exe- 
cutive on  such  occasions  has  been  exerted ;  and  that 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  enterprise  projected 
against  the  Spanish  dominions  was  relinquished. 

But  it  appears  to  have  been  revived  upon  principles 
which  set  public  order  at  defiance,  and  place  the  peace 
of  the  United  States  in  the  discretion  of  unauthorized 
individuals.  The  means  already  deposited  iu  tlie  dif- 
ferent departments  of  Oovemmeut  are  shown,  by  ex- 
perience, not  to  be  adequate  to  these  high  exigencies, 
although  such  of  them  as  are  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  shall  continue  to  be  used  with  promptness, 
energy,  and  decision,  proportioned  to  the  case.  But  I 
am  impelled,  by  the  position  of  our  public  affairs,  to 
recommend  that  provision  be  made  for  a  stronger  and 
more  vigorous  opposition  than  can  be  given  to  such 
hostile  movements  under  the  laws,  as  thev  now  stand 

O.  WASillNGTON. 
IlNrrsD  Statxs»  May  20,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  compensate  Arthur 
St.  Clair;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto. 
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It  waa  then  moved  and  seconded  to  amend  the 
said  bill  at  the  Clerk^s  table,  hj  striking  out  the 
second  clause,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

'*  That  he  be  further  allowed  at  the  rate  of  -~—  dol' 
lars  per  day,  from  the  tenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 

Beven  hundred  and  eighty -eight,  to  the day  of  May, 

one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- nine,  being  the 
time  he  was  employed  iu  the  business  of  Indian  treaties, 
and  till  the  delivery  of  the  said  treaties  to  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  r  , 

And  on  the  questk>n  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the 

negative—yeas  25,  nays  55,  as  follows : 

• 

Yeas. — ^Abraham  Baldwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Thomas 
P.  Games,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  George  Dent,  James  Gordon,  George  Hancock, 
James  Hillhouse,  John  Hunter,  Matthew  Locke,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane, 
Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Francis 
Preston,  Israel  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swifk,  Uriah  Tracy, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Benjamin  Williams,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

Nayb. — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrone,  Theodoms 
Bailey,  John  Beatty,  Elias  Boudinot,  Lambert  Cadwa- 
lader,  Gabriel  Christie,  Abraham  Clark,  David  Cobb^ 
Peleg  Coffin,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry 
Dearborn,  William  Findiey,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Eze- 
kiel  Gilbert,  William  B.  Giles,  Alexander  Gillon,  Ni- 
cholas Gilman,  Henry  Glenn.  Christopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Wilham  R  Groye, 
Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hiudman,  John  Wilkes  Kit- 
tera,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  Francis  Malbone, 
William  Montgomery,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Joseph  Neville,  Alexander  D.Orr,  Josiah  Par- 
ker, Andrew  rickens,  Robert  Ratberford,Thomas  Scott, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  Smilie,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Silas 
Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  £. 
Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck, 
Abraham  Venable,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Francis  Walker,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out,  in  the  third 
clause,  the  words  ^for  a  negro  killed  in  defence  of 
the  public  stores,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars.'' 
And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  as  amended,  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision for  securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on 
foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
and  teas ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

.Wedncsoat,  May  21. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  compensate  Arthur  St. 
Clair  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  by  the 
following  vote : 

Tkas. — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Theodoms 
Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Benjamki 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Ga- 
briel Christie,  Abraliam  Clark,  David  Cobb^  Peleg 
Coffin,  William  Findiey,  Thomas  Fitssimons,  £zekiel 
Gilbert,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Alexander 
Gillon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 


Grove^  Thomas  Hartl^,  Daniel  Heieter,  William  Hind- 
man^  John  Wilkes  l&ittera,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Malbone,  William 
Montgomery,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, Joseph  Neville,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker, 
Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherbitme, 
John  Smilie,  William  Smith,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
Thatcher,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Pliilip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Abraham  Venable,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wadis* 
worth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Richard 
Winn — 60. 

Nat&— Thomas  Bloont,  Thomas  Claifcome,  Joskos 
Coit,  William  J.  Dawson,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Qeoige 
Dent,  James  Gordon,  Gkorge  Hancock,  James  HjII' 
house,  John  Hunter,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lymsn, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Me- 
bane, Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  N'des, 
Frande  Preston,  Israel  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swia,  Uriah 
Traw,  Thomas  Tredwell,  John  E.  Van  Allen,  Prands 
Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston— 27. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  set- 
tlement of  the  account  of  Lewis  Dubois,  for  his 
services  in  the  late  Army  of  the  United  States; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chumno 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  bad  the  said  biU 
under  connderation,  aiid  made  do  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engroosed,  and  reid 
the  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  eommittee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  anniul 
meeting  of  Congress ;  wluch  wag  read  twice,  sod 
ordered  to  be  engrot»ed  and  read  the  third  tiiD« 
to-day. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
entitled  ^  An  act  to  make  provision  for  tbe  widow^ 
and  orphan  children  of  Robert  Forsyth,  who  wu 
killed  in  tbe  service  of  the  United  States ;"  and, 
after  soum  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Cooimittee  had  bad  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  aoiendmeDt 
thereto. 

And  on  the  question  that  theaaid  bill  be  read  the 
third  time,  it  passed  in  the  negativo— yeas  87,  nays 
40,  as  follows : 

Tkas.— Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  BeBJimin 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Thomas  P.  Caraes.  D*- 
vid  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  William  J.  Dawson,  Ut^or/ 
Dearborn,  William  Findiey,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Alexander 
Oillon,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Henry  Olenn,  Andrew  Greg^ 
Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Batc- 
ley,  William  Hindman,  John  Hunter,  Henry  Latinier, 
Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  3ialbQBe, 
Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Josisb  Par- 
ker, Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatdier,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jons- 
than  Trumbull,  John  R  Van  Allen,  Peter  Vao  Oau- 
beck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  WadswortK  i<^ 
Watts,  and  Richard  Wina 

Nats.— James  Armstrong,  TiModofua  BaUey,  Jote 
Beatty,  Thomas  Blount,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Cltf- 
borne,  Abraham  Ohurk,  Joshua  Coit,  Isaac  Coles,  Gcorgt 
Dent,  William  B.  Gilea^  Jamca  GiUespie,  Beujsouo 
Goodhue,  Christopher  Greenup,  George  Bsucoci 
James  HiUhouse-,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Mattheir  laese. 
William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  McDo««Ut 
I  Alejumder  Mebane,  William  Montgomery,  Josefih  Nf 
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ille,  Aathony  New,  Joka  Nicholas.  Nathaniel  Nilea^ 
Jcrander  D.  Orr,  Francis  Preaton,  John  S.  Sherburne, 
eremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,Thonias 
Vedwell.  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable, 
"rands  Walker,  Artemas  Ward,  Benjamin  Williams, 
ad  Joseph  Winstoa. 

Jietolced,  That  the  satd  bill  be  r^ected. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of 
he  account  of  Lewis  Dubois,  for  his  seryices  in 
he  late  Army  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
iiird  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next 
nnual  meeting  of  Congress  was  read  the  third 
ime  and  passed. 

Retolred^  That  the  PaEsiSKBrr  of  the  Senate  and 
he  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be 
iQthonzed  to  close  the  present  session,  by  adjourn- 
ng  their  respectire  Houses  on  the  third  day  of 
fune  next. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  carry 
he  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
H)ncarreBce. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  further 
|>rorigion  for  securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on 
foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
&nd  teas ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Dommittee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pkesweut  op  the  United  States: 

OtrUUmen  of  the  Senale,  and 

of  the  ffouee  of  Jtej^esentatives  : 

I  laj  before  you,  in  confidence,  sundry  papers,  by 
vhich  you  will  perceive  the  state  of  affairs  between  us 
ui  the  Six  Nations,aDd  the  probable  eause  to  which  it  is 
owing ;  and,  also,  eertain  information,  whereby  it  would 
appear  that  some  encroachment  was  about  to  be  made 
00  our  territory  by  an  officer  and  party  of  British  troofis. 
Pruceeding  upon  a  supposition  of  the  authenticity  of 
thi^i  iB&rmatioo,  although  of  a  private  nature,  I  have 
eaosed  the  representation  to  be  made  to  the  British 
Minister,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  Message. 

It  cannot  be  neeessary  to  comment  upon  the  very 
lerioiis  nature  of  such  an  encroachment,  nor  to  urge 
that  this  new  state  of  things  suggests  the  propriety  of 
pUcio^  the  United  States  in  a  posture  of  effectual  pre- 
paration for  an  event  which,  notwithstanding  the  en- 
deavors making  to  avert  it,  may,  by  circumstances  be- 
toqJ  our  control,  be  forced  upon  us. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

UsrircD  Stato,  May  21,  1794. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  or- 
<lered  to  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 


Thursday,  May  22. 

Mr.  WiLLiAX  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  laying  duties  on  stamped 
vellum,  parchment,  and  paper;  which  was  read 
t^ice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Balowiv,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  to  report  generally  and  specially  theretipon, 
mvle  a  report;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  further  provi* 
sion  for  securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on  fo- 
reign and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
and  teas ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House  for  furnishing  the  Executives  of  the 
several  States  with  a  copy  of  the  book  marked  A, 
deposited  in  the  Treasury  Department  by  the 
Commissioners  who  settled  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  individual  SUtes.  The 
Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of  this  House, 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Spsakbr  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  close 
the  present  session  by  adjourning  their  respective 
Houses  on  the  third  day  of  June  next 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Attorney-General  accompanying  a  table 
of  costs  and  fees  for  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  this 
House,  of  the  eleventh  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three ;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr. 
William  Smitb,  and  Mr.  Kittbra. 


Friday,  May  28. 

Mr.  Ltmah,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Sa- 
lem, Beverly,  and  Dan  vers,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, made  a  report    Whereupon, 

Beeolted^  That  the  bounty  allowed  by  law  to 
vessels  employed  in  the  bank  or  cod  fisheries  of  the 
United  States,  in  lieu  of  a  drawback  of  the  duty 
on  salt,  be  extended  to,  and  include  all  vessels  of 
more  than  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  seventy  tons 
admeasurement 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Ltman, 
Mr.  WiNOATB,  and  Mr.  Holtcn,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Neville,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line,  on  Continental  Establishment,  to 
obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miami  and 
Sciota,"  reported  an  amendatory  bill ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  referred. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  motion  of  the  twelfth  instant, 
for  the  acceptance  of  a  cession  by  the  State  of 
Now  York,  of  a  piece  of  land  at  Montauk  Point; 
also,  the  exemplification  of  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  said  State,  transmitted  by  a  written 
Message  from  the  Prbsidbxt  or  the  United 
States  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  February,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- three,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 
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The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday,  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  biH  making  further  pro- 
Tision  for  securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on 
foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
and  teas,  and  the  same  being  twice  read,  were,  on 
the  question  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  said  bill  was  then  farther  amended,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  determining  the 
Northern  boundary  of  the  territoiy  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRKSIDKNT  or  THE  UNrTED  StATES  : 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate  and 

of  the  House  of  Representativet : 

I  lay  before  you  the  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  in  answer 
tu  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  communicated 
to  Congress  yesterday ;  and  also,  the  copy  of  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary,  wliicb  is  referred  to  m  the  above 
mentioned  Letter  of  the  Minister. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

United  States,  May  23,  I79i. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  allowing  further 
compensation  for  the  services  of  Robert  Forsyth, 
late  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Georgia;  and  that 
Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Claiborne,  and  Mr.  Cadwal- 
ADER,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

NONINTERCOURSE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  hy  the  Senate  and  Iloune  of  Represent- 
sUives  of  the  l/nited  States  of  America  in  Congress 
susetnbledy  That,  until  the  Government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain shall  rofike  or  give  satisfifictory  assurances  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  their  intention  to 
make  full  and  ample  compensatiim  for  all  injuries  done 
by  the  ships  of  war  and  privateers  of  tliat  nation,  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  since  the  eighth  day 
of  June  last,  all  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  the  islands  and  colonies  of  the  Brit- 
ish King  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  Continent  of 
America,  shall  be  prohibited;  and  during  the  continu- 
ance of  such  prohibition,  no  ship  or  vessel,  owned 
wholly  or  in  part,  by  any  subject  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  shall  be  allowed  to  load  in,  or  sail  from,  any 
port  in  the  United  States,  with  any  article  or  articles 
of  provision : 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  by  five 
members,  to  wit:  *' Shall  the  main  question  to 
agree  to  the  said  resolution  be  now  put?**  And, 
on  the  previous  question,  **  Shall  the  said  main 


question  be  now  put?*^  it  passed  in  the  negadv&^ 
yeas  24,  nays  46,  as  follows : 

Tea& — ^Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldvio,  IV)- 
mas  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Gabriel  Chrutt^i 
Tlionvis  Claiborne,  Isaac  Colea,  William  J.  Dav^ 
son,  James  Gillespie,  Alexander  Gillon,  ChristopW 
Greenup,  John  Sfunter,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathsnidl 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Joeeph  McDowell,  A\enttv\er 
Mebane,  Joseph  Neville,  Antnooy  New,  Andrev  Pick, 
ens,  John  Smilie,  Francis  Walker,  Beojamin  WilliuD^ 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  Jamea  Armstrong,  John  Bat- 
ty, Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Josboa  CoH. 
William  Fmdley,  Tlioroaa  Fitzsimona,  Dwight  Foster. 
Kzekiel  Gilbert,  Nicliolas  Gilman,  Henry  Glenii,Andre«| 
Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel! 
Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindm&n,  Mi 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  LeameJ,  Wil- 
liam Lyman,  Francis  Malbone,  William  MontgomerT, 
Peter  Muhlenberg,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  M^ 
Josiah  Parker,  Francis  Preston,  Thomas  Scott,  Tbei> 
dore  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  William  SmitK 
Zephaniah  Swift,  Geoive  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracj,  Jorii- 
than  Trumbull,  Philip  Van  Cortlaodt,  Peter  Vao  Gttft- 
beck,  Abraham  Venable,  Fsleg  Wadswortb,  JeremishI 
Wadsworth,  and  John  Watta 

TOBACCO  AND  SUGAR  DUTIEa 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee,  Mr.  Trcx- 
BULL  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  for  an  excise  oo  to- 
bacco, snufif,  and  refined  sugar. 

In  the  first  section  it  was  agreed  to  strike  oat 
the  words^  *^  tobacco  and."  This  proposed  that  the 
word  tobacco  be  struck  out  in  every  subsequeot 
part  of  the  bill,  so  that  the  duty  be  confined  to  the 
manufacture  of  snuff. 

Mr.  MuHLBNBEKO  (the  Speaker)  moved  to 
strike  out  the  second  section,  vis :  ^  that  from  and 

after  the day  of there  be  levied,  collect* 

ed,  and  paid,  upon  all  sugar  which  shall  be  refined 
within  the  United  States,  a  duty  of  two  cents  per 
pound.*' 

He  would  not  trouble  the  Committee  with  sx\j 
comments  on  the  •  excise,  enough  having  alreadr 
been  said  on  that  subject ;  although  be  could  not 
forbear  mentioning,  that  in  England,  where  al- 
most every  thing  was  subject  to  an  excise,  and 
where  the  Minister  is  ever  on  the  watch  to  disco- 
ver new  articles  for  that  purpose,  that  loaf  sugar 
had  never  yet  been  taxed,  the  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means  had  all  the  credit  of  the  seasonable 
discovery.  The  reason  for  not  attempting  an  ex- 
cise on  this  article  was  obvious,  because  the  manu- 
facture employed  a  greater  quantity  of  shipping 
than  any  other,  they  therefore  rather  wished  to 
encourage  than  to  depress  it ;  the  former  of  which 
they  efiectually  do,  by  allowing  a  generous  draw- 
back on  exportation  of  refined  sugar,  for  vhicb 
the  different  ports  of  the  Continent  afford  them 
a  constant  and  ready  market  The  case  was 
widely  different  here.  The  manufacture  is  yet 
in  its  infant  state — it  has  to  contend  with  the  o!d 
established  ones  in  Europe,  who  have  larger  capi- 
tals and  can  afford  longer  credits,  whereas  we  hare 
not  only  no  market  to  export  it  to,  but  even  nov 
already,  can  annually  oiake  a  quantity  more  than 
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ffictent  for  the  conaamption  of  the  United  States, 
is  true,  it  appears  from  the  last  returns,  that  ap- 
iriis  of  200,000  lbs.  of  refined  sugars  were  im- 
•rted  last  year,  which  is  about  the  same  quantity 
lich  two  houses  might  furnish  in  one  year,  but 
Is  to  be  observed,  that  owing  to  the  high  price 
raw  su^arjj,  some  establishments  were  not  work- 
at  all,  whilst  others  did  not  work  above  eight 
nine  months  in  the  year,  and  I  will  here,  said 
r.  \L,  venture  to  assert,  that  if  this  duty  of  two 
nts  actually  takes  place,  some  of  those  who  are 
)w  eno^ged  in  this  difficult  and  expensive  busi- 
es will  abandon  it  and  turn  their  capitals  into 
her  channels.  I  do  not  stand  alone  in  this  opin- 
n,  others,  of  more  experience  join  me,  and  it  is 
unded  on  the  following  incontrovertible  facU. 
aw  sugars  have  for  several  years  past  been  so 
igh,  that  refined  sugars  naturally  bore  an  equally 
Igh  price.  This  has  already  lessened  the  con- 
amption,  to  a  considerable  degree  in  the  United 
tatcs,  and  from  the  present  prospect  before  us, 
rhen  the  French  islands  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Iritish,  the  proViability  is,  that  they  will  rather  be 
I'^her  than  lower ;  and  if  the  two  cents  be  added 
0  the  present  high  price  of  refined  sugars,  the 
;oasumpdon  will  still  be  lessened  in  the  same  pro- 
)ortioQ  as  the  price  of  the  article  increases.  This 
observation  is  founded  on  facta,  which  every  per- 
son concerned  in  the  business  has  felt,  and  daily 
experiences ;  nay,  it  can  be  proved,  however 
;traago  it  may  appear,  that  a  less  quantity  of  re- 
Giaed  sugar  is  consumed  at  present  in  the  United 
States,  than  a  year  or  two  before  the  Revolution. 
k^xiOy  owing  to  the  high  price  of  refined  sugars, 
ftnd  which  must  still  be  higher  when  this  duty 
takes  place,  many  even  of  our  opulent  families, 
h%Y&,  in  a  great  degree,  abandoned  the  use  of  it, 
ani  substituted  the  white  Havana,  or  the  white 
Eist  India  su^j^ar.  I  well  remember  a  remarkable 
instance  of  this  kind  which  took  place  not  many 
months  ago  in  this  city.  A  gentleman  having  im- 
ported a  considerable  quantity  of  white  East  In- 
dies sugar,  sold  it  to  the  refiners  of  this  place.  Be- 
fore the  sale  was  concluded,  he  reserved  a  quanti- 
ty far  himself  and  an  opulent  friend  of  his.  The 
C3asequence  was  that  neither  himself  nor  his  friend, 
uaetl  half  the  quantity  of  refined  sugar  they  had 
Baed  the  year  before. 

Permit  me  to  add  another  circumstance.     Sugars 
are  higher  at  present,  and  from  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumstances must  continue  to  be  higher  here  than 
in  Eagland,  and  although  an  additional  duty  on 
imported  loaf  and  lump  sugar  may  take  place, 
unless  it  exceeds  what  I  have  yet  heard  mentioned 
ibey  will  be  able  to  undersell  the  manufacturers 
bere,  and  this  from  the  single  circumstance  of 
their  being  allowed  a  drawback  of  26s.  sterling  per 
cw^t,  for  iir  even  a  drawback  of  the  same  sum  was 
aDoved  us  here,  which  is  not  to  be  expected,  it  can- 
tiot  operate,  because  we  have  no  market  for  this 
Article.    In  the  West  Indies,  it  is  well  known  to  be 
contraband,  and  to  transport  it  to  Europe,  would  be 
^frjing  water  into  the  ocean,  and  even  then  it 
^qM  not  be  accomplished  on  as  low  terms  as  the 
Europeans  can  afford  to  do  it 
One  fact  more,  equally  incontrovertible,  suff^jr 


me  to  add.  By  the  additional  duty  on  coal,  which 
I  am  far  from  disapproving,  because  I  wish  to  en- 
courage the  consumption  of  our  home  productions, 
you  have,  in  fact,  laid  an  additional  tax  on  sugar. 
Every  work  of  this  kind  consumes  anaually  from 
2,000  to  4,000  bushels;  This  article  was  hereto- 
fore at  the  rate  of  eleven  pence  or  one  shilling  per 
bushel ;  owing  to  the  duty  on  imported  coal,  it  has 
now  risen  to  Ss.  to  2h.  4d.  This  naturally  enhances 
the  price  of  the  article  made  in  this  manufacture, 
which  is  already  burdened  to  a  considerable  de- 
gree with  taxes  or  duties.  Thus,  there  is  a  duty 
on  the  raw  material,  a  duty  on  the  paper  they  use, 
a  duty  on  the  twine,  a  duty  on  the  coal,  and,  to 
crown  all,  a  duty  is  intended  on  the  article  pro- 
duced in  this  devoted  manufacture.  If  it  is  thus 
my  friend  from  Connecticut  means  to  do  us  good, 
or  if  this  is  the  decided  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection my  colleague  means  to  yield  us,  it  is  such  a 
one  as  I  am  sure  the  manufacturer  will  not  thank 
him  for. 

Sir,  I  could  add  that  this  bill  partakes  strongly 
of  the  nature  of  a  sumptuary  law ;  that  in  case  of 
a  war  it  will  not  produce  you  any  revenue,  be- 
cause the  supplies  of  the  raw  material  are  too  irre- 
gular, and  no  other  but  imported  sugar  is  refined, 
which  already  pays  a  duty — and  that  by  this  duty 
you  not  only  lessen  the  consumption,  but  also  in- 
crease the  number  of  those  who  cannot  pay  for  it ; 
but  I  forbear  to  trespass  any  longer  on  the  patience 
of  the  Committee  on  this  subject 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  want  money  to  build 
our  frigates  and  arsenals,  to  fortify  our  ports  and 
harbors,  and  to  release  our  unfortunate  brethren 
in  captivity.  We  want  revenues.  If  this  really 
be  the  intention  of  the  Committee,  and  not  mere- 
ly to  establish  the  principle  of  excise  on  home 
manufactures,  no  one  will  join  more  cheerftilly  in 
such  measures  as  shall  appear  most  prudent  and 
most  likely  to  obtain  the  object,  and  which,  in  my 
opinion,  will  neither  injure  the  commerce  of  this 
country,  nor  in  an  equal  degree  the  manufactures, 
nor  indeed  the  poorer  sort  of  the  community  who 
consume  the  article  of  sugar. 

By  the  last  returns  which  I  could  lay  my  hands 
on,  it  appears  that  there  are  annually  imported 
into  the  United  States  upwards  of  twenty-five  mil- 
lions of  pounds  of  sugar,  and  from  the  same  re- 
turns it  appears  that  about  four  or  four  and  a  half 
millions  are  exported,  which  are  allowed  a  draw- 
back of  the  duty  on  exportation  ;  thu»  then  there 
are  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of  pounds  annually 
consumed  in  the  United  States. 

You  have,  in  the  late  impost  bill,  imposed  an 
additional  duty  of  one  cent  per  pound  on  coffee ; 
half  that  sum  additional  duty  on  raw  sugar  will 
yield  you  upwards  of  100,000  dollars.  This  then 
will  at  once  yield  you  the  sum  which  the  Com- 
mittee expected  from  an  excise  both  on  sugar  and 
manufactured  tobacco,  and  will  neither  injure  the 
merchant,  nor  in  an  equal  degree  the  manufac- 
turer, nor  indeed  the  poor;  the  latter,  and  in  my 
opinion  none  but  the  idle  can  be  so,  as  well  as  many 
others,  have  long  since  substituted  molasses  for  all 
the  purposes  for  which  they  heretofore  used  sugar ; 
besides  which  the  American  sugar  is  daily  getting 
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more  into  use,  and  bids  fair  to  become  general,  at 
least  at  and  near  the  frontiers. 

When,  therefore,  it  is  considered  that  this  manu- 
&cture  is  yet  in  its  infancy  in  the  United  States, 
that  it  has  to  contend  with  the  old  established  ones 
in  Europe,  that  there  is  no  excise  on  this  article  in 
England,  that  this  manufacture  employs  a  great 
quantity  of  tonnage;  that  raw  sugars  are  high 
here,  and  comparatively  low  in  Europe,  that  there 
is  a  drawback  in  England,  which  operates  as  a 
bounty,  and  which  from  local  situations  cannot 
operate  if  even  granted,  with  the  same  advantage 
here ;  when  it  is  reduced  to  a  certainty  that  the 
duty  will  operate  injuriously  on  the  manufactures 
here;  and  when  it  appears  that  double  the  sum 
can  be  raised  by  a  trifling  additional  duty  on  raw 
sugar,  without  any  additional  expense  or  incon- 
venience, and  which  will  effectually  remove  the 
evils  complained  of,  I  flatter  myself  the  motion 
will  prevail. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  objected  to  the  proposal  of  the 
Speaker,  for  a  tax  of  half  a  cent  per  pound  on 
common  sugar  imported.  The  unrefined  sugar 
formed  a  considerable  portion  of  the  subsistence  of 
the  poor.  Formerly,  the  price  of  it  was  not  more 
than  six  pence  (currency,)  but  it  is  now  twelve 
pence,  per  pound.  The  coffee  duty  was  another, 
to  which  Mr.  F.  had  felt  reluctance,  because  cof- 
fee is  an  article  of  universal  consumption,  and  the 
tax  upon  it  falls. where  taxes  ought  not  to  fall,  that 
is  upon  the  poor ;  but  there  is  no  help  for  it  He 
would,  if  possible,  have  avoided  this  tax,  for  coffee, 
formerly  eleven  pence  or  a  shilling  per  pound,  has 
risen  to  one  shilling  and  ten  pence.  Mr.  F.  said, 
that  we  are  able  to  lay  a  heavy  enough  tax  on  im- 
ported sugar,  effectually  to  protect  our  own  sugar 
reilners.     It  had  been  said  that  the  two  cents  per 

Sound  of  duty  would  make  it  requisite  for  the  re- 
ners  to  augment  their  capitals.  This  he  could 
not  believe,  because  the  ^Executive  gives  credit  to 
the  manufacturers  for  the  payment  of  the  duty. 
Mr.  F.  said,  that  the  time  was  perhaps  not  distant, 
when  we  shall  be  obliged  to  seek  sugar  in  the 
East  Indies.  Britain  has  acquired  the  West  In- 
dies, which  will  increase  the  difficulties  of  this 
country  ia  obtaining  it  from  that  part  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  M'DowELL  hoped  that  the  section  Would  be 
struck  out  He  objected  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill.  He  considered  it  as  highly  impolitic  to  tax 
the  infant  manufactures  of  America.  He  would 
rather,  if  the  Public  Treasury  could  afford  it,  give 
a  premium  for  the  encouragement  of  our  manu- 
factures, to  dissolve  the  dependence  of  the  United 
States  upon  Europe.  This  dependence  of  ours 
has  repeatedly  been  urged  as  a  reason  why  the 
House  ought  not  to  adopt  certain  commercial  re- 
gulations and  restrictions.  Some  gentlemen  had 
undertaken  to  prove  that  the  manufacturers  would 
be  benefited  by  such  laws,  an  assertion  which  he 
considered  as  very  extraordinary.  The  manufac- 
turers themselves  understood  their  business  best, 
and  thought  quite  otherwise.  This  tax  will  not 
only  alarm  those  already  engaged,  but  will  prevent 
other  men  of  enterprise  and  capital  from  engag- 
ing in  manufactures,  when  they  find  that  the  mo- 


ment their  business  becomes  profitable,  they  are  to 
be  taxed. 

He  could  not  help  remarking  upon  some  obser- 
vations that  fell  from  his  friend,  [&fr.  Baldwin, 
fi*om  Georgia,]  when  this  subject  was  before  the 
Committee  some  days  aga  It  had  been  objected 
that  the  bill  was  not  well  founded;  as  it  establisb* 
ed  a  new  principle ;  and  the  member  [Mr.  Bald- 
win,] replied,  that  it  was  not  new,  as  \hcrt  vss 
already  an  excise  fixed  on  ardent  spirits.  He  had 
opposed  that  law,  but  since  it  was  passed,  be  cooid 
not  object  to  the  present  bill  Had  the  gentlemia 
reflected,  he  would  have  seen  that  there  was  eqoal 
reason  for  resisting  this  bill,  because  it  fixed  thst 
obnoxious  principle  more  strongly,  by  giring  a 
further  sanction  to  an  American  excise.  Mr.  M'D. 
also  considered  the  tax  to  be  unoecessary.  I^e 
tax  was  contemplated  on  the  prospect  of  a  war 
which  has  now  become  less  likely,  the  British 
having,  since  the  Orders  of  the  8th  of  January,  re- 
laxed their  depredations.  Further,  the  tax  mis 
unnecessary,  because,  it  was  asserted  by  sevenl 
very  well  informed  merchants,  that  the  amount  oj 
the  impost  this  year  would  exceed  that  of  the  last 

On  dividing,  the  motion  for  striking  out  the 
clause  was  rejected — Ayes  81,  nays  4d. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg  then  stated  a  variety  of  inac- 
curacies in  the  wording  of  the  bill.  The  word 
boiler  was  applied,  as  if  it  meant  a  pot  for  boilio; 
the  sugar.  The  word  meant  the  saperintendent 
of  the  operation,  and  Mr.  M.  presumed  that  the 
House  did  not  intend  to  treat  him,  as  specified  in 
the  bill.  He  wrote  over  the  whole  clause  anew^ 
and  his  alterations  were  agreed  ta 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  Chairman  report- 
ed the  amendments  to  the  House,  which  were 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  amendments, 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-motrov. 


Saturday,  May  24 

An  engrossed  bill  for  determining  the  Northern 
boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States 
by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  further  prorisioo  for 
securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and 
domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  laying  certain  duties  upon 
manufactured  tobacco  and  refined  sugar,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Spsaxer  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  Arthur  St  Clair,  Governor  of  the  territ(M7 
of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
enclosing  a  letter  from  him  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  the  answer  thereto,  respecting  a  claim 
for  three  horses  killed  in  the  action  with  the  In- 
dians, on  the  fourth  of  November,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-one;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  make  further  compensation  for 
the  services  of  the  late  Robert  Forsyth,  Marshal  of 
Georgia ;  which  was  read  twice  and  referred. 
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Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
bom  was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Pmsi- 
WT  OF  THB  United  Statbs,  of  the  eighteenth  of 
trch  last,  relative  to  an  advance  of  money  re- 
lested  by  the  Minister  of  the  French  Repuhlic, 
bich  lay  on  the  table,  be  committed  to  a  Commit* 
e  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next 
Mr.  FiNDLBY,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
ferred  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
ates  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  the  first 
ly  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  ninety- 
ro,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 

lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  Informed  the  Honse, 
lat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
:t  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
ns imprisoned  for  debt  *'  The  Senate  have  also 
issed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  farther  extending 
le  time  for  receiving  on  loan  the  Domestic  Debt 
r  the  United  States;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
Dncurrence  of  this  House* 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and  or- 
ered  to  be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next 

An  engrossed  bill,  laying  certain  duties  upon 
iSQufactured  tobacco  and  refined  sugar,  was  i^ad 
lie  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
bat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
0  authorize  the  PREsrosNT  or  the  United  States, 
turing  the  recess  of  the  present  Congress,  to  cause 
9  be  purchased  or  built  a  number  of  vessels,  to  be 
t^oipped  as  galleys  in  the  service  of  the  United 
kates/'  The  Senate  have  also  passed  a  bill,  enti- 
led "  An  act  for  extending  the  benefit  of  a  draw- 
Mck  and  terms  of  credit  in  certain  cases,  and  for 
>ther  purposes ;"  to  which  bills  they  desire  the 
soncurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice  and  re- 
ienred. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  laying  duties  upon  carriages 
for  the  conveyance  of  persons ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Madison  moved,  that  a  late  Message  from 
the  President,  which  had  been  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  The  Message  was  relative  to  an  advance- 
ment of  money  to  the  Ambassador  of  the  Republic 
of  France.  Some  time  ago,  it  had  been  found  that 
there  was  no  money  in  the  Treasury,  but  what  had 
wen  appropriated.  There  is  now  money  unappro- 
priated. This  Message  was  made  the  order  of  the 
«»7  for  Monday  next 

Mr.  M'Dowell  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution,  in- 
Jimcting  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House,  on  the  second  Monday  after  the 
^afieting  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  state- 
ment of  the  balances  remaining  due  from  individu- 
«  to  the  United  States,  distinguishing  between 
mose  due  under  the  late,  and  the  present  Govem- 
Djwit,  and  whether  any,  and  what  steps,  have  been 
»*en  to  recover  the  same;  and  also  a  statement  of 
we  sums  of  public  money  intrusted  to  the  hands  of 
JiwiTiduals  under  the  late  Government,  which  have 
»w  been  accounted  for. 


SNUFF  AND  SUGAR  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  for  laying  a  du- 
ty on  snuff  and  refined  sugar.  Several  clauses 
were  discussed.  It  was  moved  that  the  bill  be  re-* 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 
Agreed.  The  House  went  into  a  Committee  im- 
mediately— Mr.  Parker  in  the  Chair.  After  some 
conversation,  the  Chairman  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House,  without  amendment 

THE  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  GiLLON  rose  and  adverted  to  the  correspon- 
dence that  had  been  read  yesterday,  between  Mr. 
Randolph  and  Mr.  Hammond.  He  had  been  cal^d 
on  by  five  shipmasters  with  a  petition  to  Congress, 
which  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  G.  then  made  a  motion  for  the  renewal  of  the 
Embargo.    For  this,  he  assigned  several  reasons. 

Mr.  GooDHTTB  wished  for  an  immediate  discus* 
sion  of  this  question.  A  resolution  of  the  same 
nature  had  some  time  ago  received  the  considera« 
tion  of  the  House.  He  supposed  that  it  had  been 
considered  thus  early,  in  order  that  it  might  reach 
the  distant  parts  of  the  Union.  He  was  then  in 
the  small  minority  for  continuing  it,  but  a  great 
majority  of  the  House  were  of  a  different  opinion. 
In  consequence  of  that  decision,  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  merchants  had  made  their  ar^ 
rangements,  and  it  appeared  to  him,  to  be  some- 
what trifling  with  them,  under  such  circumstances, 
to  make  this  proposal,  and  especially  as  the  present 
Embargo  expires  to-morrow.  It  will  be  impossi- 
ble for  us  now  to  renew  it  so  as  to  prevent  the  ves- 
sels of  the  Union  from  going  out^  unless  it  be  from 
the  port  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Clabk  was  for  deferring  the  discussion  till 
Monday.  The  captains  of  the  vessels  can,  in  the 
meantime,  if  they  please,  embargo  themselves. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  was  against  it  at  present  It  would 
have  been  much  better  to  have  continued  it  It 
would  be  unequal  to  lay  it  on  here  to-day,  while 
vessels  at  the  same  time  would  be  sailing  from 
New  York. 

Mr.  Parkkr  felt  it  impossible  to  form  a  judg^ 
ment  on  this  question  so  suddenly.  It  was  per- 
haps as  important  a  one  as  had  ever  come  before 
that  House.  He  wished  to  have  time  to  think  of 
it  At  present,  he  could  not  venture  to  give  an 
opinion. 

Upon  this,  Mr.  GiLL0ir,.with  leave  of  the  Honse, 
withdrew  his  motion,  with  the  intention  of  renew- 
ing it  on  Monday. 


Monday,  May  26. 

The  bill  sent  fh>m  the  Senate,  entitled  '*  An  aet 
to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt,**  tras  read  the  third  time,  and 


The  bill  sent  firom  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
further^  extending  the  time  fbr  receiving  on  loan 
the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  ref»rred  the  Message  from  the  Pai- 
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8IDE5T  OF  THK  Unitid  Statbs  of  the  eighteenth 
March  last,  relative  to  an  advance  of  money  re- 
quested by  the  Minister  of  the  French  Republic ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

Besohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lay  before  this  House  such  information,  respecting 
any  loans  negotiated  in  Europe  for  the  United 
States,  as  he  may  be  possessed  of,  and  which  has 
not  already  been  laid  before  the  Legislature,  and 
the  purposes  to  which  they  stand  appropriated. 

STAMP  DUTIEa 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  laying  duties  on 
stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  there- 
to ;  which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House.  And,  on  the  question  that  the 
said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  44,  nays  35, 
as  follows : 

YxAB.  — Fiaber  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  John 
Beatty,  Lambert  Gadwalader,  Abraham  Olark,  David 
Cobb,  Peleg  CoffiD,  Joshua  Coit,  William  J.  Daw- 
son, Jonathan  Dayton,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent, 
Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Eisekiel  Gilbert, 
James  Gillespie,  Henry  Glenn,  Beniamin  Goodhae, 
James  Gordon,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  B.  Grove, 
Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman, 
John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Henry  Latimer, 
A.masa  Learned,  William  Montgomery,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Andrew  Pickens,  Thomas  Scott,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  K 
Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nays. — ^Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tho- 
mas Blount,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Gabriel  Christie, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  WtllUm  Fiudley, 
WilUam  B.  Giles,  Alexander  GiUon,  Nicholas  Gil- 
man,  Andrew  Gregg,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Lyman, 
Nathaniel  Maoon,  Francis  Malbone,  Joseph  M'Dowell, 
Alexander  Mebane,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg, 
Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathan- 
iel Niles,  Josiah  Parker,  Robert  Rutherford,  John  Smi- 
lie,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Thomas  Tredwell, 
Philip  Van  Cortluidt,  Abraham  Venable,  Francis 
Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
^read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
authorizing  a  settlement  of  certam  expenses  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Loans.'*  The  Senate  have  also 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  allowing  an  addi- 
tional compensation  to  the  principal  Clerks  in  the 
Department  of  State,  and  in  the  lYeasury  and  War 
Departments,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four;"  to  which  bills  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  seyenlly  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bUl  to  amend  the  act, 


entitled  '*  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldi 
of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Continental  Establishmen 
to  obtain  titles  to  certain  Unds  lying  Northwest 
the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miami  and  Sci 
Ota;'*  and,  ^ler  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chui 
man  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  s 
bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendmei 
thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amen^ 
ment,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  im 
morrow.  J 

The  followuig  Message  was  received  from  thi 
Prbsidbht  or  the  Unftbd  States  : 

Oenilemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Hcuee  of  Repreteniativea  : 

The  Commissioners  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  harta| 
communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  form  of  I 
certificate,  without  which  the  vessels  of  the  Unitetf 
States  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  porta  of  Spain,  I 
think  it  proper  to  lay  it  before  Congress. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

United  States,  May  26, 1794. 

The  said  Message  and  certificate  were  read,  audi 
ordered  to  lie  on  tiie  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  second  instalment  due  on  a  loan  m&de 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and,  atler  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill. 
and  it  was  recommitted  to  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Gacs, 
and  Mr.  Montoomebt. 


TuESDAT,  May  27. 

SOLDIERS'  LAND  TITLES. 

The  bill  respecting  the  setUement  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  the  Ter- 
ritory Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  being  read  the  third 
time, 

Mr.  Baldwin  objected  to  the  passa^  of  this 
bill,  as  a  total  departure  from  the  former  princi- 
ples of  the  old  Congress  on  this  question.  He  had 
many  reasons  for  opposing  it  He  was  sorry  that 
he  had  not  done  so  yestei^y,  when  it  was  before 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  recommended,  in 
place  of  this  bill,  that  there  should  rather  be  pro- 
visions correcting  the  former  proceedings  on  the 
subject 

Mr.  Nicholas  replied,  that  gentlemen  divide 
their  efiTorts  so  strangely,  that  business  cannot  be 
got  through.  The  member  had  not  examined  the 
bill,  or  he  must  have  seen  that  his  objections  never 
would  apply.  By  it,  the  public  never  could  be 
defrauded  of  an  acre  of  land.  As  far  as  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  cannot  be  provided  for  on  the 
Southwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  they  must  have  set- 
tlements on  the  Northwest  There  is  not  room 
for  them  on  the  former  side,  and  therefore  thej 
must  be  settled  on  the  •ther.  There  was  no  rea- 
son to  doubt  the  propriety  of  this  measure.  He 
enlaiged  on  the  necessity  for  this  allocation,  and  oo 
the  security  which  the  public  had  of  their  not  being 
defrauded. 
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Mr.  Baldwin  repeated  hia /reasons  for  disap- 
iroviog  of  the  bill«  and  attempted  to  demonstrate 
hat  there  was  no  satisfactory  evidence  of  neces- 
itj  for  granting  this  second  allocation  of  lands, 
ie  was  conTinoed  that  there  had  been  a  total  de- 
lartnre  from  the  old  principles.  If  there  was  not 
I  great  harry  about  the  bUl,  he  could  wish  it  to 
e  deferred. 

Mr.  Clabk  did  not  think  the  checks  in  the  bill 
tafficient.  He  specified  certain  descriptions  of 
leraoQs,  who  might  get  lands  to  which  tney  were 
lot  entitled. 

Mr.  Nicholas  read  a  part  of  the  bill  to  show 
thai  there  could  be  no  imposition.  Here  is  a  plain 
law,  which  no  man's  understanding  can  depart 
&om.  There  was  not  the  shadow  of  a  pretence 
to  object  to  this  bilL  The  old  Congress  did  ac- 
knowledge the  necessity  for  snob  a  location  as 
was  now  propoeed,  because,  without  it,  there  was 
not  a  sufficiency  of  land.  A  passage  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  old  Congress,  whicn  Mr.  N.  xWd, 
stated  the  absolute  necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  Venable  said,  that  many  of  these  settlers 
had  already  spent  more  time  and  money  in  prose- 
cadog  these  claims,  than  the  lands  themselves,  if 
thej  should  at  this  moment  receive  them,  were 
worth.    He  was  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  KuTHERFORD  was  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question.  He  said  that  three  hundred  of  the  per- 
sons in  question  had  settled  themselves  on  the 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  wanted  the  rights  to 
thuir  respective  lands. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONS  also  recommended  the  passing 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Giles. — ^Much  had  been  said  about  the  sur- 
Tej  of  these  lands,  as  if  it  had  not  been  accurate. 
He  knew  the  gentlemen  who  had  made  it,  and 
thej*  were  of  the  most  respectable  character. 
There  was  not  in  America,  he  believed,  'a  better 
man  than  the  gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of 
it ;  so  that  it  was  entirely  out  of  place  to  be  com- 
ing forward  now,  and  saying  that  the  survey  was 
wron^.  An  idea  had  gone  abroad,  that  the  North 
Carohna  line  was  not  completed,  but  the  member 
affirmed  that  it  has  been  so.  Many  will  not  be  at 
the  expense  requisite  for  accepting  of  these  lands 
and  taking  out  of  patents.  The  old  law  quoted 
by  his  colleague  [Mr.  Nicholas]  had  acknow- 
ledged the  survey  to  be  right  Mr.  O.  himself 
once  had  a  claim  for  some  of  these  lands.  But  be 
would  rather  give  it  up  than  be  at  so  much  ex- 
pense and  trouble  about  it.  This  was  a  ver^  hard 
case  on  many  persons.  They  had  sold  their  pro- 
perty on  the  old  settled  lands,  went  to  the  new  al- 
location, in  confidence  on  public  faith,  and  now 
cannot  get  their  rights.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
the  hill  would  pass,  or,  that  the  gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side  would  show  some  other  remedy  for 
thiis  grievance. 

Oq  putting  the  question,  fifty-five  gentlemen 
UDse  in  fiavor  of  the  oilL    It  accordingly  passed. 

STAMP  DUTIES. 

An  engrossed  bill,  laying  duties  on  stamped  vel- 
lun,  parchment,  and  paper,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do 


pass,  it  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  33,  nays  50, 
as  follows : 

YxA5). — James  Armstrong,  John  Beatty,  Lambert 
Cadwalader,  Abraham  Clark.  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Cof- 
fin, Joshua  Coit,  William  J.  Dawaon,  George  Dent, 
Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
James  Gillespie,  Alexander  Gilloo,  BeDJamin  Goodhue, 
William  &  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse, 
William  Hindman,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Henry  Lati- 
mer, William  Montgomery,  William  Vans  Murray,  An- 
drew Pickens,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Zephaniah  Swift, 
George  Thatcher,  John  £.  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaas- 
beck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Richard 
Wina 

NATa — Fisher  Ames,  Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Elias  Boudinnt,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Thomas  P.  Carnes,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas 
Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  Heniy  Dearborn,  William  Find- 
ley,  William  B.  Giles,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Henrv  Glenn, 
George  Hancock,  Daniel  Hetster,  Amasa  Learned, 
William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
Francis  Bialbone,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Me- 
bane,  Andrew  Moore,  reter  Muhlenberg,  Joseph  Ne- 
ville, Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  Francis  Preston,  Ro- 
bert Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott,  John  Smilie.  Jeremiah 
Smith,*  Israel  Smitli,  William  Smith,  Thomas  Sprige, 
Uriah  Tracy,  Thomas  TredweU,  Jonathan  TrumbuU, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth,  Francis  Walker,  John  Watts,  Benjamin 
Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Eeport  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  yesterday;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  reierred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  18th  of  March  last,  rela- 
tive to  an  advance  of  money  requested  by  the  Mi- 
nister Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  second  instalment  due  on  a  Loan 
made  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  made  a 
report;  which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
said  bill,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  laying  duties  upon 
carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons  ;  and,  af- 
ter some  time  spent  therein,  tne  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 


Wednesday,  May  28. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday,  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  laying  duties  upon 
carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons ;  and,  the 
same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others 
disagreed  to. 

The  said  bill  was  then  further  amendedi  and, 
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together  with  the  amendtnents,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Murray,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  registration  and  protection 
of  American  seamen ;  wmoh  wm  read  twioe,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  laying  dnties  on  licenses 
for  selling  wines  and  distilled  spirituons  liquors  hy 
retail ;  wnich  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual 
protection  of  the  Southwestern  frontier  settlers; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  on  the  ques- 
tion put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  then  moved  that  the  House 
should  take  np  the  subject  of  the  Bank  instal- 
ments, as^  it  would  require  but  a  few  minutes ; 

Mr.  Giles,  the  Message  of  the  President,  as 
to  the  application  of  the  French  Ambassador  for 
money;  and 

Mr.  McDowell  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual 
protection  of  the  Southwestern  Territory. 

The  three  members  rose  all  at  the  same  time, 
and  were  each  of  them  equally  anxious  for  pre- 
ference, in  the  priority  of  discussion.  A  prefer- 
ence was  given  to  Mr.  McDowell's  motion. 
This  bill  had  been  frequently  postponed,  while  the 
people  for  whose  safety  it  is  intended  had  been, 
annng  many  years,  liable  to  inoessant  alarm  from 
the  savages,  and  if  anything  was  to  be  done  at  all, 
it  was  proper  that  it  should  be  done  now.  The 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the 
bill,  (Mr.  Parker  in  the  Chair.)  After  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
IK>rted  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which  was  nega- 
tived in  the  House.  The  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  then  moved  that  the  House  go 
into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
payment  of  the  second  instalment  due-on  the  Loan 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Agreed  to, 
(Mr.  Parker  in  the  Chair.)  After  makmg  some 
amendmente,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
the  same  to  the  House. 

ADVANCE  OF  MONEY  TO  PRANOE 

The  House  again  resolved  iteelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of 
the  President  op  the  United  States,  of  the 
18th  of  March  last,  relative  to  an  advance  of 
money  requested  by  the  Minister  of  the  French 
Republic. 

Mr.  Giles  offered  the  following  motion : 

*"  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
^  be  authorized  and  rec[ue6ted  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the 
Loan  of  three  mtllioDs  of  florm«,  Utely  obtained  in 
Holland,  towards  the  discharge  of  the  debt  remaining 
due  to  France ;  or  to  the  protection  and  defenee  of  the 
United  States,  if,  in  bis  opinioiiy  the  same  should  be 


found  necessary  for  that  purpose,  any  appropriatMn 
to  the  oootrary  notwithstanding." 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSB  was  of  opinion^  that»  before  any 
paymento  in  advance  should  be  made  to  the  French 
Minister,  it  was  proper  to  seoure  the  indemnifica- 
tion of  our  own  citisens,  who  had  sustained  such 
immense  losses  by  the  detention  of  their  vessels 
in  the  ports  of  the  Republic,  both  in  £iiTope  and 
the  West  Indies.  Mr.  H.  here  made  a  distioc> 
tion,  that  if  the  term  stipulated  in  payment  of  sn 
instalment  to  France  had  actually  nrrived,  he 
would  have  made  that  payment,  though  they  hsd 
burnt  our  ships,  and  have  sought  redreaa  in  the  or- 
dinary way.  But  when  they  ooma  forward  be- 
fore tiie  money  is  due,  and  make  such  a  requisi- 
tion, he  thought  it  a  fiur  opportunity  to  secure  the 
claims  of  American  citizens. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  in  fiivor  of  the  motion*  He 
felt,  as  an  American,  that  the  cause  of  this  coan- 
try  and  of  France  were  inseparably  connected ; 
and  that  giving  the  money  to  the  Republic  was 
equivalent  to  expending  it  in  the  serrioe  of  the 
United  States.  He  reminded  the  Hoose  of  the 
indelible  obligations  of  America  to  Fraiioe.  That 
Republic  is  now  reduced  to  distress,  as  this  oouo* 
try  was  when  supported  by  the  French  armi. 
Every  principle  of  humanity,  of  honor,  of  grati- 
tude, and  of  justice,  caUs  npon  us  to  give  that  na- 
tion the  most  effectual  support  in  our  power. 

Mr.  F1TZ8IMON8. — ^The  Americans  have  ap* 
plied  to  M.  Fauehet,  for  payment  in  tins  country. 
He  has  assured  them  that  he  cannot  giye  it,  bat 
that  he  will  inform  the  French  Gbvemment  of 
their  application.  They  are  satisfied  to  wait  far 
the  reply  to  the  Minister,  whidi  is  expected  from 
Europe. 

Mr.  Ames  remarked,  that,  as  the  three  millions 
of  florins  had  been  loaned  in  Holland  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  country,  it  would  be  sooMthing  worae 
than  imprudence  to  give  it  away  for  any  other  pnr- 

CThe  cause  of  France  does  not  depend  on 
receiving  a  million  of  dollars.  She  is  in  a 
much  better  situation  to  give  us  that  snm,  than 
we  are  to  advance  it  for  her.  He  did  not  think 
that,  to  keep  our  money  to  ourselves,  and  to  be- 
stow it  npon  France,  were  the  same  thing,  nor  did 
he  believe  that  it  would  be  so  considered  by  the 
citizens  of  tho  United  States.  He  could  not  ap- 
prove the  motion. 

Mr.  QiLLON  thought  that,  as  to  the  claims  of 
American  citisens,  a  complete  answer  had  been 
given  by  the  member  from  Pennsylvania.  If  the 
merchante  themselves  are  wilting  to  wait  for  an 
answer  from  France,  nobody  else  nas  any  ooncMu 
with  the  matter.  He  rejected  the  idea  A  not  pay- 
ing the  money  to  the  French  until  it  was  due,  un- 
less with  a  restriction  in  favor  of  the  American 
olaimanto.  The  money  due  to  France  had  been 
advanced  by  her  in  the  time  of  our  utmost  dis- 
tress. It  was  at  present  wanted  for  her  own  de- 
fence. To  indulge  us,  indeed,  she  had  formerly 
granted  a  longer  time  than  she  was  obliged  to 
grant  for  the  repayment.  But  if  necessity  com- 
pelled her  to  solicit  an  abridgment  of  that  indai- 
gence,  is  it  consistent  with  the  feelings  of  honor 
and  generosity,  to  refuse  her  such  a  request  ? 
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Mr.  Wadsworth  was  too  ill-infonoed  upoo  this 
laestion,  to  know  upon  what  side  he  oaght  to  vote, 
luch  had  been  said  about  the  gratitude  due  from 
his  country  to  France.  We  had  been  grateful, 
odeed,  since  we  had  suffered  them  for  a  long  time 
last  to  plunder  our  vesaels  without  making  a  com- 
plaint. He  stated  that  the  American  property 
eized  in  the  ports  of  France  amounted  to  one  mil- 
ion  of  dollars,  and  that  taken  by  her  in  the  West 
odia  Colonies,  to  four  millions  of  dollars.  Much 
>f  thU  property  had  been  paid  for  in  such  a  way, 
iiat  the  owners  did  not  realise  more  than  twenty- 
iTs  per  cent,  of  its  value.  The  present  appliea- 
ion  bad  been  made  a  long  time  ago,  and  Mr.  W. 
lid  not  suppose  that  the  French  Minister  could,  at 
|>resdnt,  be  in  any  want  of  the  money.  Since  the 
time  when  he  first  sought  for  it,  something  had 
iiappened  which  altered  the  case.  The  greatest 
portion  of  specie  in  America  is  now  at  the  com- 
mand of  M.  Fauchet  There  can  be,  therefore,  no 
pretence  for  giving  away  this  million  of  dollars  on 
the  plea  of  necessity,  The  Republic  herself  pos- 
sesses, if  we  are  to  believe  common  fame,  more 
eash  than  all  the  Kings  in  Europe;  and  though 
the  story  may  be  very  greatly  exaggerated,  yet 
make  allowance  for  exaggeration,  and  still  her 
trea^res  are  Tory  great  No  part  of  her  misfor- 
tunes can  be  ascribMl  to  the  want  of  money.  Mat- 
ters so  standing,  he  thought  that  it  was  our  duty 
to  make  a  halt,  and  begin  to  take  some  care  of  the 
interest  of  our  fellow*citizens.  As  for  gratitude 
towards  the  Republic,  he  felt  as  much  of  that  senti- 
ment as  those  who  talked  more  about  it  than  he  did. 
Bot  he  had  not  learned  any  good  reason  why  this 
money  should  be  disposed  of  in  this  way ;  and  he 
eoaid  not  agree  to  vote  so  great  a  sum  where  he 
conld  not  see  the  need. 

Mr.  BouBHB  said,  that  the  purposes  for  whk^h  it 
had  been  first  aaked,  had  been  long  since  accomplish- 
ed without  it  The  transportation  of  the  emigrants 
of  St  Domingo  to  France  had  been  given  as  a 
reason  for  this  request,  but  they  were  all  gone 
already. 

Mr.  Sbdowicx  and  Mr.  Goodhui  also  spoke. 
The  resolution  was  carried  in  the  Committee,  and 
reported  to  the  Hoase,  where  it  was  likewise 
carried ;  and  it  was 

Ordendj  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
soant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Beattt,  and  Mr.  Hxistbr,  do  prepare  and 
bring  io  the  same. 

Trxtrsday,  May  29. 

TAX  ON  CARRIAQES. 

An  engrossed  bill,  laying  duties  upon  carriages 
for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  was  read  the  third 
tine,  and 

Ordered,  That  the  first  section  thereof  be  corn- 
nutted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  im- 
mediately. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  said  sec- 
tion ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairs 
inta  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  sec- 
tion committed  to  them  under  oonaideration,  and 


made  an  amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  aaid  section,  as  amended,  be 
presently  engrossed ;  and,  the  said  section  being  ac- 
cordiofflv  brought  in  engrossed, 

Mr.  Madison  t)bjected  to  this  tax  on  carriages  as 
an  unconstitutional  tax ;  and,  as  an  unconstitutional 
measure,  he  would  vote  against  it 

Mr.  Ames  said,  that  it  was  not  to  be  wondered 
at  if  he,  coming  from  so  different  a  part  of  the 
country,  should  have  a  different  idea  of  this  tax 
from  the  gentleman  who  spoke  last  In  Massa* 
chtt&etts,  this  tax  had  been  long  luiown ;  and  there 
it  was  called  an  excise.  It  was  difficult  to  define 
whether  a  tax  is  direct  or  not  He  had  satisfied 
himself  that  this  was  not  so'.  The  duty  fulls  not 
on  the  possession,  but  the  use ;  and  it  is  very  easy 
to  insert  a  clause  to  that  purpose,  which  will  satis- 
fy the  gentleman  himself.  Mr.  Madison  had  said 
tnat  the  introduction  of  this  tax  would  break  down 
one  of  the  safeguards  of  the  Constitution.  Mr.  A. 
really  aaw  very  little  danger  to  the  Constitution 
from  it 

Mr.  Madison  explained. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time ;  and, 
on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative— yeas  49,  nays  22,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Teas.— Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Theodoms 
Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Thomas  P.  Games,  David  Cobb,  PeW  Coffin, 
Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  George  Deut,  Thomas 
Fitxsimons,  Dwight  Foster,  £zekiel  Gilbert,  James  Gil- 
lespie, Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gor- 
don, Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas 
Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Henrv  Latimer,  Ama^a  Learned,  Francis  Mal- 
bone,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Vans  Murrav,  Na- 
thaniel Xiles,  Andrew  Pickens,  Robert  Rutherford,  Tho- 
mas Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah 
Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  R  Van  Allen,  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  John  Watts,  Benjamin  Williams, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

Navs.— Thomas  Blount,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas 
Claiborne,  William  J.  Dawson,  WiUiam  Findley,  Wil- 
liam  B.  Giles,  Alexander  Gillon,  Daniel  Heister,  Wil- 
liam Lymau,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph 
M'Dowell,  Andrew  Moore,  Joseph  NevUle,  John  Nicho- 
las, Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  John  Smilie,  Tho- 
mas Sprigg,  Abraham  Yenable,  Francis  Walker,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protec- 
tion of  the  Southwestern  Frontier  settlers  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  report  of 
the  second  instalment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  of 
the  twelfth  instant  for  the  acceptance  of  a  cession 
by  the  State  of  New  York  of  a  piece  of  land  at 
Montauk  Point    Whereupon, 

Reiolvedj  That  the  Fs^sidbnt  or  the  Uhitsd 
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States  be  authorized  to  receive  cessions  of  land 
from  any  State  \/o  the  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  light-houses  or  beacons,  notwith« 
standing  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  may  be  re- 
served, except  so  far  as  respects  the  real  or  person- 
al property  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  FiTZ- 
siMOMs,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  and  Mr.  Tbedwell, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  a  certain 
sum  of  money  to  the  French  Republic ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  laying  duties  on  property 
sold  at  auction;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

NON-INTERCOUJRSE  WITH   GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  Goodhue  moved,  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  VVhole  House,  to  take  into 
consideration  a  bill  empowering  the  President  to 
lay  on  an  Embargo,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  if  in 
his  judgment  the  public  exigencies  should  render  it 
necessary. 

The  House  accordingly  went* into  a  Commit- 
tee, Mr.  Parker  in  the  Chair.  Some  amendments 
were  made,  and  reported,  and  the  House  took  them 
up. 

Mr.  GiLLON  observed,  that  this  bill  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  acquiescence  in 
the  propriety  of  an  Embargo,  to  be  laid  by  the 
President,  as  exigencies  should  require.  He  was 
attached  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  thought 
that  every  addition,  which  could  be  useful,  ought 
to  be  ingrafted  on  it:  he  therefore  embraced  the 
present  opportunity  of  bringing  forward  the  reso- 
lution that  he  had  laid  upon  the  ttibie  on  Saturday 
last,  for  a  renewal  of  the  Embargo.  The  motion 
was,  in  substance,  that  from  and  after  the  10th 
day  of  June  next,  the  Embargo  shall  be  renewed. 
He  thought  that  this  motion  was  a  matter  that 
required  a  discussion,  and  an  immediate  decision, 
as  many  minds  were  afloat  respecting  it.  It  might 
be  expected,  that  many  remarks  would  be  made 
in  support  of  this  clause  being  added  to  the  bill ; 
but,  when  gentlemen  recollect  that  the  principles 
of  thU  measure  must  have  been  fully  investigated 
when  the  question  of  an  Embargo  was  first  con- 
templated, and  that  in  its  renewal  similar  obser- 
vations were  made,  he  conceived  that  a  repetition 
of  these  principles  was  unnecessary,  as  the  ses- 
sion was  closing.  Yet,  as  some  new  matters  had 
arisen,  he  would  make  some  observations  on  them, 
in  a  very  brief  manner. 

He  had  always  held  the  doctrine,  that,  in  many 
cases,  the  voice  of  their  constituents  ought  to  be 
the  guide  of  the  House.  This  case  embraced  that 
idea.  He  presumed  that  their  constituents  were 
as  able  to  make  observations,  and  to  obtain  in- 
formation, as  they  were ;  therefore,  when  our  con- 
stituents form  an  opinion,  are  not  we,  asked  Mr. 
G.,  bound  to  listen  to  it?  Ought  we  not  to  re- 
examine the  case?  Surely  we  ought;  especially 
when  our  constituents  publicly  assemble  together 


on  the  subject,  hold  solemn  debates,  form  moWei, 
publish  them,  and  transmit  them  not  only  to  their 
own  Representatives,  but  having  folly  as  mach 
confidence  in  the  Representatives  of  other  Stale*, 
transmit  authenticated  copies  to  them  also — oaght 
not  the  House  to  deem  such  actions  very  nearly 
verging  to  instructions  ?  Possessed  with  this  idei, 
Mr.  G.  said,  that  it  became  his  duty  to  press  forward 
a  renewal  of  the  Embargo,  because  the  porpoae 
for  which  it  was  first  laid  on  had  not  been  obtaioed, 
and  because  new  informations  are  received  of  tb« 
condemnation  of  a  large  property,  that  we  were  in 
hopes  would  have  been  released  by  the  Orden 
of  the  8th  of  January,  from  the  Court  of 
London. 

The  House  had  been  applied  to  by  various 
meetings  of  their  constituents,  from  one  end  of 
the  Continent  to  the  other,  to  continue  the  Em- 
bargo, and  all  approving  of  the  former  eondact  of 
the  Legislature  in  laying  it  on ;  and  they  had  oot 
been  applied  to  by  any  persons,  except  some  oo- 
der  this  roo(  to  discontinue  it  He  called  on  gen- 
tlemen to  come  forward,  as  he  should,  with  tfao 
information  that  they  had  all  received  from  their 
constituents,  either  for  or  against  the  measnrf. 
This  would  bring  forward  the  sense  of  the  cod- 
stituents,  as  well  as  of  their  Representatives;  and 
having  made  this  call,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  he  shoald 
now  explain  the  sense  of  his  own  constitaeots 
thereon:  thev  were  expressed  in  the  docomenu 
which  he  bad  produced  to  the  Houae  from  a  ve^ 
respectable  number  of  merchants  in  Charleston: 
they  are  further  stated  to  you  by  the  resolves  of 
the  meeting  in  Pinckney  district,  a  very  large  dis- 
trict on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  which  con- 
tains upwards  of  twenty-eight  thousand  whito 
persons.  How  many  were  present  Mr.  G.  knew 
not,  but  their  resolves  breathe  an  approbation  of  the 
Embargo  and  of  its  continuance,  with  an  assaranct 
of  their  determination  to  support  our  merchants  in 
their  just  demand  of  restitution.  Therefore.  \\t 
should  vote  for  the  Embargo  to  be  renewed  on  the 
10th  of  June  next,  as  supported  by  a  member  from 
New  Jersey. 

But  other  reasons  occurred,  when  the  sal^jcct 
was  under  discussion  last  week.  It  was  observed, 
that  a  continuation  of  the  Embargo  might  work 
an  injury  to  our  allies.  He  declai^  himself  one 
of  the  last  men  who  would  hazard  any  step  to 
injure  the  interest  of  our  worthy  allies,  whose  acts 
of  friendship  to  us  during  the  last  war  had  per- 
haps proved  the  best  props  to  our  seata  under  thii 
roof.  But  exceptions  might  be  introdaeed,  to 
qualify  this  clause  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  affect 
lliem,  by  permitting  produce  to  be  exported  iti 
American  bottoms  for  the  French  Gtiveniment, 
and,  if  necessary,  under  convoy.  He  observedf 
also,  that  as  many  of  the  French  islands  were 
lately  captured  by  the  British,  n6  plea  could  be 
introduced  for  supplying  them,  unless  we  meant 
to  hold  out  to  the  world  that  we  were  determined 
to  do  good  for  evil;  that  is,  to  furnish  tbe  con- 
querors with  all  which  they  needed,  to  enable 
them  to  recommence  their  depredations  again^it 
our  commerce;  for,  without  our  supplies,  they 
could  not  keep  their  privateers  out    The  crops  in 
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mnce  were  advancing;  by  which,  with  the  late 
jppties  gone  and  going  from  hence,  he  thought 
ut  our  allies  would  not  be  in  want.  For  these 
masons,  he  did  not  see  how  the  Embargo  could 
per.ite  a%  an  injury  to  our  allies.  But,  sir,  said 
tr.  G.,  let  us  examine  the  situation  of  our  mer- 
hants.  They  have  applied  to  yon  for  redress, 
'hey  have  no  other  appeal  to  make  but  to  you, 
rhcre  cognizance  can  be  taken  of  their  case. 
Vhat  have  you  done  1  There  is  on  your  table  a 
ssolve  to  guarantee  a  general  indemnification  to 
bem,  and  another  to  sequestrate  the  British  debts ; 
at,  as  a  member  VSLt,  Clark]  formerly  said,  they 
re  tiking  a  nap :  I  rather  think  that  it  will  be  the 
leep  of  death. 

If  mercliants  cannot  insure  their  property,  they 
nay  think  of  doing  as  is  done  in  other  countries ; 
h:it  is,  arm  their  vessels  to  defend  their  property, 
iiive  they  not  a  ri^ht,  sir,  to  do  it?  Can  you 
irevent  it?  No.  Well,  then,  they  meet  with 
Bmidh  privateers;  of  course  they  defend  them- 
fielve%  and  are  likely  captured ;  the  treatment 
nrhich  they  receive  compels  you  to  send  to  demand 
four  cilizens,  as  was  the  case  in  Captnin  Barney's 
late  capture.  The  British  refuse.  Why,  sir,  the 
rery  necessity  of  a  just  arming,  which  you  can  form 
00  law  to  prevent,  brings  you  into  what  every  pru- 
dent American  would  wish  to  avoid — a.  war — with 
»ny  Power. 

There  is  another  reason.    If  the  Embargo  is 
not  renewed,  how  are   your  suffering  merchants 
tD  be  reinstated   in   their  losses?    America   will 
not  pay  them  out  of  her  Treasury.     You  will  not 
make  a  I^oan   for  them,  as  I  proposed  the  other 
day.    You  will  not  even  extend  the  time  of  their 
pitying  their  dues  to  your  Treasury,  as  I  also  pro- 
pased.    But  you  let  slip  through  your  hands,  by 
the  Embargo  being  off,  the  only  certain  fund  of 
restitution,  viz.   the  British  property,  public  and 
private,  now  in  America;  and  when  that  is  once 
gone,  to  what  are  the  merchants  to  have  recourse  ? 
Behold  the    late    correspondence    between    your 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  British  Minister  here ! 
The  instant  that  you  apply  for  explanations  on 
their  troops  advancing  on  your  Territories,  under 
Colonel  Simcoe,  the  Minister  replies,  with  a  string 
of  retorts  on  you,  just  as  his  Court  will  do  to  your 
Ambassador,  Mr.  Jay.    And  here  I  aver  it,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  when  he  demands  restitution, 
they  wilt  come  forward  with  their  demandn.    The 
lir»t  will  be,  payment  of  the  prizes  sold  in  America, 
that  were  brought  in  by  French  cruisers.    In  what 
way  are  you  to  comply  ?    Surely  our  citizens  are 
not  to  be  taxed  for  it    Of  course,  they  refuse  you 
any  restitution.    Therefore,  we  are  brought  under 
the  favorite  two  words  of  the  official  correspon- 
dence alluded  \o—^tatu  quo.    Yes,  a  truly  statu 
V^'f  things  to  remain  in  the  same  state  as  they 
are  at  present.     The  British  have  plundered  you 
of  your  property;  they  keep  it  in  statu  quo.    Well, 
yon  have  got  hold  of  their  property  here;  keep 
that  aUo  in  statu  quo,  by  renewing  the  Embargo, 
^ill  yoQ  have  proofs  from  your  Minister  Extra- 
oniinary  that    your    merchants   will    receive   the 
d.images  that  they  are  entitled  to  for  their  property 
(^ptured  from  them,  wliilst  they  were  trading  under 


the   protection   of   your   laws,  and    tlie  laws  of 
nations. 

Tiie  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Gillon  was  ne- 
gatived, without  a  division  or  any  further  debate ; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

INVALID  PENSIONS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  were  referred  two  reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Department  of  VVar,  respecting  the 
return  of  invalids;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee bad  had  the  said  report  under  consideration, 
and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolted,  That  the    Secretary  of  War  be   di- 
rected to  place  upon  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners 
of  the  United  States  all  such  persons  returned  by 
the  Diiitrict  Judges  of  the  several  districts,  under 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  Fe- 
bruary, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  as  shall  appear,  by  the  evidence  accompa- 
nying such   returns,  and  such  documents  as  may 
be  ill  the  Office  of  the  War  Department,  to  come 
clearly  within  the  act  aforesaid,  and  are  reported 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  as  having  evidence  com- 
plete ;  and  in  case  of  commissioned  officers,  con- 
tained in  the  said  returns,  who  may,  under  this 
resolve,  be  placed  upon  the  pension  list  at  a  sum 
less  than  full  pensions,  that  the  same  rule  respect- 
ing a  return  of  commutation  be  adopted  with  them 
as  is  provided  by  an  act  of  Congress  in  favor  of 
Captain  David  Cook,  of  December  sixteenth,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one ;  and  that 
all  persons  contained  in  the  said  returns,  whose 
evidence  is  not  complete,  be  returned  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  to  the  District  Judges,  respectively, 
who  reported  them,  by  name,  stating  the  particular 
reasons  why  their  evidence  is  not  complete,  and,  in 
each  case,  name  the  person  whose  evidence  of  leav- 
ing service  is  not  lodged  in  his  office ;  and  the  Dis- 
trict Judges,  respectively,  shall  forthwith  notify,  in 
every  part  of  their  districts,  the  persons  named,  and 
the  reasons  why  their  evidence  is  not  complete, 
that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  to  complete  the 
same. 

Orderedy  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Tract, 
Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Beatt?,  and  Mr.  Thatcher, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMORs,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  or 
THE  United  States  to  receive  cessions  of  land 
for  the  site  of  light-houses  and  beacons,  under  cer- 
tain limitations;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  to  increase  the  Military  Force  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  encourage  the  recruiting  service,**  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 


735 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS 


736 


BLorR.] 


Military  EBiMkhment. 


[Mat,  17H. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  extending  the  benefit  of  a 
drawback,  and  terms  of  credit,  in  certain  cases,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  hud  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
tio  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table* 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  ro  much 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  sixty 
petitions  as  relates  to  the  petition  of  John  Robbe* 

JSewlved^  That  the  said  John  Robbe  be  placed  on 
the  lidt  of  pensioners,  pursuant  to  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War;  and  that  Mr.  Jbrsmiah  Smith, 
Mr.  CoiT,  and  Mr.  Malbons,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Fkidat,  May  30. 

An  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  the  Prssident 
OF  THB  United  States  to  lav,  regulate,  and  re* 
Yoke  embargoes,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act 
to  increase  the  Military  Force  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  encourage  the  recruiting  service,**  was  read 
the  first  time. 

Mr.  SiMiLiB  objected  that  there  must  be  some 
other  purpose  for  these  troops  than  any  that  had 
been  acknowledged ;  for  he  could  see  none.  The 
principle  of  the  bill  was  wrong. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  the  bill  ought  to  be  named 
**  A  bill  authorizing  the  Prbsioeitt  to  pau  a  lau> 
for  raising  ten  thousand  men."  In  point  of  prin- 
ciple, it  was  infinitely  worse  than  the  former  one 
which  the  House  had  already  rejected,  (the  one 
supported  by  Mr.  Sedgwick.)  He  hoped  that 
they  would  not  suffer  it  to  go  to  a  second  reading. 
We  had  made  estimates  of  the  expenses  of  this 
year,  and  have  been  told  that  the  ways  and  means 
are  not  sufficient  Yet,  in  the  face  of  this,  to  come 
upon  us  all  at  once  with  the  expense  of  a  standing 
army  of  ten  thousand  men  was  too  hard.  He 
trusted  that  gentlemen  who  would  vote  for  a  se- 
eond  reading  would  explain  the  reasons  that  could 
induce  them  to  such  a  measure.  The  time  spent 
UDon  such  a  bill  would  be  perfectly  cast  away. 
He  was  at  a  loss  to  discover  against  whom  these 
ten  thousand  men  were  to  be  employed. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusE  could  not,  at  this  moment,  decide 
whether  he  ought  to  vote  for  this  bill  or  not  He 
would  recommend  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
examine  its  merits.  He  should  think  it  ungenerous 
for  any  gentleman  in  that  House  to  call  for  his  vote 
till  it  had  been  fully  discussed. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONs.-— If  we  were  to  debate  for  a 
week  upon  it,  I  am  sure  that  there  cannot  be  one 
Dew  idea  started.  The  whole  argument  lies  in 
BO  narrow  a  compass  that  every  member  may  de- 
cide on  a  first  hearing.  The  question  is,  whether, 
on  account  of  the  psulicular  state  of  the  country 
at  this  time,  it  is  proper  to  intrust  the  Pkssidebt 


with  a  discretionary  power  pf  raising  an  Amj  of 
ten  thousand  men  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  am  as 
ready  to  decide  just  now  as  I  ever  can  be. 

Mri  AMBS.-*-If  we  are  to  go  to  war,  will  it  not 
be  a  prodigious  saving  of  expense  to  have  all  nut- 
ters ready  beforehand  1  By  being  prepared  two 
months  before  the  war  breaks  out,  the  advanUges 
in  economy  would  be  immense,  as  the  price  of  en- 
listing men  would  rise  four-^fold  when  it  was  once 
known  that  war  was  certain.  He  knew  nunr 
weak  parts  in  the  Union  that  might  be  attacked 
and  in  danger  before  a  body  of  militia  could  be 
ready  for  effectual  service.  He  was  not  qua!i6ed 
for  details  of  this  sort ;  but  be  knew  that  Rbode 
Island,  for  example,  might  be  taken,  and,  in  a  ahort 
time,  so  strongly  fortified,  that  it  would  be  dii- 
cult  or  impossible  to  retake  it  Why  were  we 
afraid  to  intrust  the  Presidbnt  with  the  power 
of  raising  ten  thousand  men  ?  Can  any  body  of 
men  to  be  raised  in  this  country  tread  down  the 
substantial  yeomanry?  This  is  quite  an  Utopian 
dread.  It  is  infinitely  cheaper  to  raise  and  em- 
body an  Army  at  leisure,  when  the  storm  is  seeo 
to  be  approaching,  than  all  at  once,  when  twenty 
thinffs  must  be  done  at  the  same  time.  There  is, 
besides,  a  material  distinction  between  this  bill 
and  the  former.  The  force  may  be  discontiDiied 
whenever  the  Legislature  thinks  proper ;  nor  is  it 
to  be  jaised  at  all  unless  the  President  sees  or 
thinks  it  necessary.  The  principle  of  the  bill  is, 
therefore,  much  less  exceptionable  than  that  of 
the  other.  To  reject  a  bill  on  the  first  reading  ii 
a  bad  practice.  Mr.  A.  hoped  that  the  Uonse 
would  guard  against  it,  unless  where  any  tbin^ 
was  grossly  improper,  and  depended  on  a  singi«; 
principle.  But  he  trusted  that  the  House  woold,io 
every  common  case,  set  their  faces  against  it 

Mr.  Smilib  controverted  every  thing  said  by  Mr. 
Ames.  He  thought  that  the  measure  would  involve 
this  country  in  a  very  useless  expense.  Did  we  in- 
tend to  rival  the  Military  Establishments  in  Europe ! 
The  British  micht  be  expected  to  increase  their 
forces  in  Canada  in  proportion  to  those  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Dayton  followed  Mr.  Smiltk,  and  aaid^ 
that  the  arguments  of  the  member  who  spoke  Ust 
although  intended  to  make  a  different  impreasioo, 
had  convinced  him  of  the  impropriety  of  rejecting 
this  bill  upon  its  first  reading.  That  geiiUeman 
had  thought  proper  to  enter  into  the  intriD«ic  me- 
rits at  this  stage  of  it,  when  those  who  favored  its 
principles  could  have  no  opportunity  of  defeodiof 
or  amending  the  particular  parts  of  iL  He  bad 
heard  the  objects  of  it  ffrossly  mbrepreaented.  It 
had  been  asserted  that  the  bill  contemplated  the  in* 
crease  of  our  Military  Peace  Establishment  to  six- 
teen thousand  men. 

[Mr.  Smilib  interrupted  Mr.  Dattox  by  de- 
claring that  he  had  never  said  or  meant  any  ouch 
thing.  But  the  defence  of  the  Western  Terri- 
tory was  to  require  six  thousand  men ;  and  these, 
with  the  ten  thousand  to  be  raised  by  this  bill, 
would  amount,  in  the  whole,  to  sixteen  thouaaod 
men.] 

No  such  thing  (said  Mr.  D.)  was  to  be  found  in  iti 
and  he  called  upon  gentlemen  to  show  upon  wbst 
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fQch  an  assertion  was  founded.  He,  for  one,  was  of 
)pmion  that  the  interests  and  safety  of  the  United 
3t&tcs  might  be  materiallj  promoted  bj  our  vest- 
ng  the  Presidbnt  with  the  power  to  raise  these 
nen,  if  war  should  break  out  in  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress. Who  did  not  beliere  that  such  an  event 
iras  not  only  possible,  but  in  some  degree  proba- 
ble? Who  would  saj,  that  if  war  should  be 
forced  upon  us,  this  would  not  be  considered  as  a 
nost  Taluable  provision,  because  we  might  have 
this  respectable  body  of  troops  engaged,  equipped, 
and  prepared  to  act  the  moment  that  hostilities 
should  be  declared  by  the  constituted  authority? 
He  would  address  himself  to  the  feelings  and  m- 
terests  of  the  member  who  spoke  last,  and  those 
similarly  circumstanced.  They  resided  in  the 
interior  parts  of  the  country,  and  hence  it  was 
that  they  did  not  seem  to  experience  such  lively 
sensations  at  the  approach  of  danger  on  the  East- 
ern frontiers — the  sea.  What  (he  asked)  was 
their  situation,  and  what  had  they  to  fear  in  case  of 
an  open  rupture  with  Great  Brittin  ?  It  was  easy 
to  foresee  that  they  would  be  vigorously  pressed, 
not  only  by  those  Indians  which  are  at  present  hos- 
tile, and  by  the  regular  troops  in  that  quarter,  but 
by  all  the  neighboring  nations  of  savages  over 
whom  British  threats  or  bribes  could  have  influ- 
ence. A  part  of  the  Six  Nations,  too,  would  prob- 
ably join  the  confederacy,  and  the  frontier  settlers 
of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York,  would 
certainly  be  driven  in.  With  such  a  corps  as  the 
one  proposed,  an  early  check  might  be  given  to 
their  irruptions,  and  the  war  be  carried  to  their 
towns. 

On  the  other  hand,  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quence, if,  after  the  Pbksidint  perceives  a  war  in- 
evitable, he  is  not  permitted  to  make  the  smallest 
preparation  until  he  can  convene  Congress?    Two 
months  must  be  lost  in  convening  them,  owing  to 
the  extreme  distances  of  their  residence,  all  which 
time  would  be  employed  by  our  enemies  in  increas- 
ing their  forces,  in  strengthening  their  posts,  and 
establishing  new  ones,  and  in  invading  our  country. 
Let  this  discretionary  power  be  given  to  the  Pbesi- 
DK5T,  (with  whom  much  greater  had  repeatedly 
been  lodged,  and  had  never  in  any  instance  been 
improperly  exercised,)  and  the  men  might  be  en- 
gaged while  the  members  were  collecting,  and  a 
small  army  in  readiness  to  act  as  Congress  should 
by  law  direct  and  authorize.   No  danger  could  arise 
from  it,  because  the  enlistments  of  those  who  might 
be  engaged  would  be  void  unless  the  Legislature, 
immediately  upon  their  meeting,  should  confirm 
them.    It  had  been  said,  that  our  reliance  should 
be  upon  the  militia.     He  had,  Mr.  D.  said,  as  high 
tn  opinion  of  militia  as  aiiy  member  in  that  House, 
[or  he  had  witnessed  their  exertions  and  importance 
in  the  late  war,  but  could  it  be  said  that  it  would 
be  very  convenient  or  agreeable  to  them,  to  be 
drawn  a  distance  from  their  own  homes,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  taking  and  garrisoning  posts,  if  it  should 
be  deemed  advisable  to  direct  operations  of  that 
lopd?    He  concluded  with  wishing  that  the  bill 
might  be  allowed  to  have  a  second  reading,  as  con- 
■Actions  had  been  imputed  to  it  which  it  certain- 
ly woald  not  bear. 
3o  CoK.— 24 


Mr.  Madison  did  not  accede  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill.  He  did  not  see  any  such  immediate  pros- 
pect of  a  war,  as  could  induce  the  House  to  violate 
the  Constitution.  He  thought  that  it  was  a  wise 
principle  in  the  Constitution,  to  make  one  branch 
of  Government  raise  an  army,  and  another  con- 
duct it.  If  the  Legislature  had  the  power  to  con- 
duct an  army,  they  might  embody  it  for  that  end. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  President  was  empow- 
ered to  raise  an  army,  as  he  is  to  direct  its  motions 
when  raised,  he  might  wish  to  assemble  it  for  the 
sake  of  the  influence  to  be  acquired  by  the  com- 
mand. The  Constitution  had  wisely  guarded 
against  that  danger  on  either  side.  He  could  not, 
in  the  present  case,  consent  to  the  breaking  down 
of  this  barrier  of  public  safety.  He  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  it ;  nor  any  violent  probability,  that  this 
country  will  be  speedily  invaded  by  any  force,  to 
which  the  present  Military  Establishment  cannot 
make  an  adequate  resistance.  Let  us  hear  from 
the  Minister  whom  we  have  just  sent  to  Britain, 
before  we  take  such  abrupt  and  expensive  mea- 
sures. We  shall  certainly  hear  from  him,  at  least, 
before  we  are  invaded.  Now,  if  we  enter  into  a 
calculation  of  the  time  requisite  for  his  arrival  in 
Britain,  for  commencing  his  business,  and  for  send- 
ing back  an  account  of  what  kind  of  reception  be 
has  met  with,  we  shall  find  that  by  this  period. 
Congress  will  have  met  again  ;  or  at  least  the  in- 
terval will  be  so  small  as  to  make  it  not  worth 
while  to  embrace  any  measure  of  this  kind.  Upon 
the  whole,  he  could  not  venture  to  give  his  con- 
sent for  violating  so  salutary  a  principle  of  the 
Constitution,  as  that  upon  which  this  bill  en^ 
croached. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  differed  from  Mr.  Madison.  He 
did  not  think  that,  in  certain  contingencies,  war 
was  so  distant  a  prospect  Simcoe  is  going  to  erect 
a  fort  in  our  Territories,  and  the  President  has 
declared  that  he  will  repel  the  attempt  We  all 
know  the  waste  of  time  and  property  in  the  last 
war,  at  it^  commencement,  by  trying  to  do  the  busi- 
ness with  militia.  The  proposal  met  his  approba- 
tion, as  did  the  resolution  of  the  President,  to  re- 
pel force  by  force. 

Mr.  Findlet  spoke  against  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  stated,  to  wit :  "  Shall  the 
said  bill  be  rejected  ?"  and,  after  debate  thereon,  the 
question  being  taken,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ^yeas  60,  nays  82,  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — James  Armstrong,  Theodoras  Bailey,  Abra- 
ham Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Thomas  Blount,  TbomaB 
P.  Carnes,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Joshua  Coit,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Daw- 
son, Henry  Dearborn,  William  Findley,  William  B. 
Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholas  Gil- 
man,  Samuel  Grimn,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel 
Heister,  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  William 
Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomery,  An- 
drew Moore,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John 
Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah 
Parker,  Andrew  Pickens,  Francis  Preston,  Robert 
Rutherford,  Thomas  Soott,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith, 
Thomas  Sprigg,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Abraham  Venable,  Francis  Walker,  Benjamin 
WUUama»  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winatoa 
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Kat3. — Fisher  Ames,  Benjamin  Bourne,  David  Cobb, 
Pel  eg  Coffin,  Jonathan  Dayton,  George  Dent,  Thomas 
Fitzsimonfi,  D wight  Fo>ter,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Henrj 
Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Thomas  Hartley,  James 
Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa 
Learned,  Francis  Malbone,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William 
Vans  Murray,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  IVacy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  fi. 
Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Artemas  Ward,  and  John  Watts. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  Whole  House  go  into 
a  committee  on  the  bill  for  licenses  on  selling  wine, 
and  distilled  spirits.  Mr.  Goodhue  was  for,  and  Mr. 
Giles  against  the  motion.  On  a  division,  forty-four 
gentlemen  rose  in  favor  of  it  The  House  accord- 
ingly went  into  a  Committee,  Mr.  Parker  in  the 
Chair. 

The  Committee,  after  some  discussion,  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill  with  amendments.  The  House 
went  into  the  consideration  of  the  report.  After 
some  time,  the  question  was  put,  "Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading?"  Ayes  41, noes  88. 

ADVANCE  OF  MONEY  TO  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Parker  then  moved  that  the  House  take 
into  consideration  the  bill  for  payment  of  a  certain 
sum  of  money  to  the  French  Republic. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on 
this  bill — Mr.  Parker  in  the  Chair. 

Several  amendments  were  proposed,  and  several 
members  spoke. 

Mr.  Giles  knew  that  Mr.  Fauchet  was  anxious 
for  this  money,  and  spoke  of  it  as  necessary  for  his 
operations.  He  did  not  know  whether  to-day,  to- 
morrow, or  at  what  time  in  particular ;  but  in  fact 
the  money  was  needed.  He  had  another  remark 
to  make.  This  loan  of  three  millions  of  florins 
had  come  upon  all  parts  of  the  House  alike,  un- 
expectedly. Before  it  was  known,  we  heard  of  no 
particular  complaints  from  the  Treasury,  for  want 
of  money  to  raise  the  fortifications.  But  now, 
when  the  loan  was  come,  the  tone  was  altered, 
and  there  was  a  loud  cry  of  emptiness  in  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  GiLLON  said,  that  gentlemen  talked  of  giving 
this  money,  as  if  we  were  doing  a  favor  to  France. 
Is  this  so  ?  We  are  sending  a  new  Ambassador 
to  that  country.  A  very  pretty  introduction  he 
would  have  at  Paris,  with  our  credentials  in  one 
hand,  and  a  refusal  to  pay  the  debts  due  to  the  Re- 
public in  the  other.  We  have  been  in  need  of  her 
assistance  before,  and  we  may  want  it  again. 

The  Committee  made  some  amendments.  The 
Chairman  reported  them,  and  the  bill  finally  passed 
the  House. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  further  provision  for  securing  and  col- 
lecting the  duties  on  foreign  and  domestic  distilled 
spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas,"  with  several  amend- 
ments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  impose  a  duty  of  one  cent  per  ton  on  aU 


vessels  from  a  foreign  voyage  into  the  port  of  Bil- 
timore ;  and  that  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Armstrong,  and 
Mr.  Hunter,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  next  went  into  a  Committee,  Mi. 
Parker  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  for  laying  a  datr 
on  property  sold  at  auction.  The  whole  bill  was 
strongly  opposed  by  Mr.  Rutherford. 

The  Committee  reported  some  amendmentg, 
which  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordersd  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Robbe ;  which  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  laid  on  the  table  a  motion  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States 
be  competent  for  that  effect 

The  resolution  was  immediately  taken  op,  and 
negatived ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturdat,  May  31. 

Mr.  FiTzsiM058,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  extend  the  credit  for  duties  oa 
teas  imported  in  the  ship  Argonaut,  and  to  permit 
the  export  of  goods  saved  out  of  the  wreck  of  the 
snow  Freelove ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  cer- 
tain  alterations  in  the  act  for  establishing  the  Judi- 
cial Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  altering  the 
time  and  place  of  holding  certain  Courts;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  progress. 

An  en  {grossed  bill,  laying  duties  on  licenses  for 
selling  wities  and  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  bj  re- 
tail, was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on  the  question 
that  the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  iD  the 
affirmative — yeas  53,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Beatty,  Thomas  Blount, 
Thomas  P.  Cames,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abraham  Clark, 
David  Cobb,  Peleg  Cuffin,  William  J.  Dawsoo,  Henry 
Dearborn,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Kzekirl 
Gilbert,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Nicholas 
GUman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodbne,  James  Gor- 
don, William  Barry  Grove,  George  Hancock,  Jsme^ 
Hillhouse,  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Idattbew 
Locke,  James  Madison,  Alexander  Mebane,  Wiilian 
Montgomery,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vani  Hur- 
ray, Joseph  Neville,  John  Nicholas,  AlexandiT  D.  Orr, 
Josiah  Parker,  Andrew  Pickens,  Robert  KutherfonJ, 
Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Joho  K. 
Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  Juho  WatiN 
Benjamin  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Theodoras  Bailey,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Ga- 
briel Christie,  Joshua  Coit,  George  Dent,  WiUiam  Fiod- 
ley,  Alexander  Gillon,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Hind- 
man,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Francis  M&l- 
bone,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  Nathaniel  Mies. 
John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg^  Tbooui 


^41 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


742 


lAT,  1794.] 


Simdry  BilU. 


[H.  OF  R, 


IVedwell,  Philip  Vao  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable, 
^raacis  Walker,  and  Richard  Winn. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of 
»  certain  sum  of  money  due  to  the  French  Re- 
lablic,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
ion  that  the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in 
he  affirmative— yeas  53,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

Yras. — ^Theodonis  Bailey,  Abraliam  Baldwin,  John 
3eatty,  Thomas  Blount,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Thomas  P. 
}araes,  Qabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Abraham 
Tlark,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry  Dearborn,  George 
OtrDt,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  William 
i  Giles,  James  Qillespie,  Alexander  Qiilon,  Nicholas 
oilman.  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 
jrrove,  George  Hancock,  Daniel  Heiater,  William  Hind- 
nsn,  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  William  Ly- 
iuao,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Francis  Mal- 
bon«.  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  William 
Uoutgomery,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
raj,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Na- 
Lhauiel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew 
Pickens,  Robert  Rutherford,  lliomas  Scott,  John  Smilie, 
Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  George  Thatcher,  Tho- 
mas Tredwell,  Philip  Van  CorUandt,  Abraham  Venable, 
Fr&ncis  Walker,  &njamin  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
uid  Joseph  Winstoa 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin, 
Jt)«hiia  Coit,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Henry 
Glenn,  Benjamin  Gk>odhue,  James  Gordon,  James  Hill- 
hoa<ie,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Zephaniali  SwiH,  Silas  Talbot,  Uriah  Tracy, 
JoQAthan  Trumbull,  John  K  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van 
Qsa^beck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
Artemas  Ward,  and  John  Watts. 

An  engrossed  bill  laying  duties  on  property  sold 
at  auction  was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the 
question  thdt  the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved 
jn  the  affirmative — ^yeas  55,  nays  27,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Fisher  Ames,  Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Thomas  P. 
t  ames,  Gabriel  Christie,  Abraham  Clark,  David  Cobb, 
Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry 
Deirhorn,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ej^ekiel 
Gilbert,  William  R  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Nicholas 
Oilman.  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gor- 
'J"n,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  George  Hancock, 
hirni>  Uillhouse,  William  Hindinan,  John  Hunter, 
Jolia  Wilkes  Kittera,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned, 
Fruncia  Malbone,  William  Montgomery,  Peter  Muh- 
lenberg. William  Vans  Murray,  Joseph  Neville,  Alex- 
ander D.  Orr,  Jo:»iah  Parker.  Andrew  Pickens,  Thomas 
^^ti,  llieodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Zeplianiah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher, 
Truh  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Pfcter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Benja- 
Diio  Williams. 

N'atb. — ^Thomas  Blount,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Isaac 
Cole*,  George  Dent,  William  Findley,  Alexander  Gil- 
'on,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heiater,  William  Ly- 
"^an,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander  Mebane,  Andrew  Moore,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Francis  Preston, 
Hobert  Rutherford.  John  Smilie,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Tho- 
mas Tred  well,  Philip  Van  Cortlaodt,  Abraham  Venable, 
"aocis  Walker,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 


that  the  /ice  Prrsident  being  absent,  the  Se- 
nate have  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  the  President 
pro  tempore,  and  Ralph  Izard  has  been  duly 
elected. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  making  further  provision  for  securing 
and  collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and  domestic 
distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas;**  and,  the 
same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to  and  others 
disagreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  a  conference  be  desired  with 
the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments disi^eed  to ;  and  that  Mr.  Murray,  Mr. 
Parker,  and  Mr.  Sedgwick,  be  appointed  man- 
agers at  the  said  conference  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Murray,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  provide  for  a  health  officer  for 
the  town  of  Baltimore ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  James  Vanuzem, 
made  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Beaolved,  That  the  Collector  of  the  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  be  authorized  to  receive  from  James 
Vanuxem,  consignee  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Argo- 
naut, bonds,  with  sufficient  surety,  for  the  amount 
of  the  duties  on  the  teas  imported  in  the  said  ship, 

payable  on  the  day  of  May,  one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  or  to  receive  such 
of  the  said  teas  as  may  be  now  on  hand,  to  secure 
the  payment  aforesaid,  at  the  option  of  the  said 
James  Vanuxem. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
simons, Mr.  Goodhue,  and  Mr.  Foster,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  concerning  invalids ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Traqy,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  resolution  in  the  form  of  a  concurrent 
resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  concerning  invalids ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
the  committee  last  appointed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  James  and  Shoemaker :  Whereupon, 

Reeohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  to  entitle  the  said  James 
and  Shoemaker  to  draw  back  the  duties  paid  on 
the  goods  mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  in  case 
of  their  exportation. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Goodhue, 
and  Mr.  Foster,  be  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolution. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  enclosing  a  return 
of  the  election  of  Gabriel  Duvall,  to  serve  as  one 
of  the  members  of  this  House  for  the  said  State,  in 
the  room  of  John  Francis  Mercer,  who  has  resigned 
his  seat ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House^ 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendmentB  disff 
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greed  to  bj  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  further  provision  for  securing  and  col- 
lecting the  duties  on  foreign  and  domestic  distilled 
spirit^  stills,  wines,  and  teas  ;'*  and  agree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  this  House  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendments,  to  which  confer- 
ence the  Senate  haye  appointed  managers  on 
their  part 

PUNISHMENT  OF  CRIMEa 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  additions  to 
an  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  in  the 
United  States.  He  spoke  a  few  words  in  explana- 
tion and  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  Gilbs,  and  Mr.  Madison, 
spoke  against  it  Mr.  Sedgwick  and  Mr.  Murray 
defended  the  bill.  The  former  gentleman  recom- 
mended a  delay  of  the  bill,  as  it  was  too  late  in 
the  session  to  discuss  a  subject  of  such  mag- 
nitude. 

Mr.  Ames  rose  after  Mr.  Madison.  He  said 
that  to  postpone  the  bill  was  to  reject  it  It  was 
saying  we  shall  do  nothing  till  next  December  to 
provide  against  events  that  will  happen  in  the 
course  of  next  Summer.  He  thought  that  the  re- 
jection of  this  bill  might  be  attended  with  danger- 
ous consequences.  Had  we  forgotten  the  dis- 
graceful annals  of  the  last  year,  and  those  deci- 
sions the  black  records  of  our  dishonor!  Juries 
would  be  afraid  to  give  verdicts  in  these  cases, 
when  there  seemed  to  be  a  doubt  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  might  be  inferred  from  th£  rejection 
of  this  bill.  Juries,  such  as  we  find  them  in  Ame- 
rica, (and  Mr.  A.  said  that  he  believed  no  other 
country  bad  them  half  as  good,)  are  not  equal  to 
the  task  of  determining  points  in  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions. Every  question  of  this  kind  was  of  itself 
much  more  intricate  than  another  in  the  municipal 
law.  Nor  will  juries  find,  or  think  themselves 
safe  in  such  cases  to  determine.  There  was  an- 
other difficulty :  the  general  authority  of  the  United 
States  was  so  limited,  that  it  might  be,  perhaps, 
no  easy  matter  to  ^put  a  sentence  in  execution. 
We  had  been  told  from  the  first  authority — that  of 
the  President — an  authority  which  in  no  Govern- 
ment but  ours  would  be  called  in  question — that 
such  additional  powers  were  necessary.  But  if, 
after  this  notice,  we  reject  the  bill,  this  must  damp 
the  exertions  of  the  Executive;  and  what  if  we 
shall  be  driven  into  a  war  by  the  licentious  beha- 
Tiour  of  some  individuals  ?  We  are  going  to  throw 
out  this  bill,  though  a  great  part  of  it  is  confessedly 
good.  Mr.  A.  likewise  adverted  to  the  scheme  of 
casting  out  bills  at  the  first  reading.  This  gave 
them  a  great  and  unfair  disadvantage.  The  theory 
was  bad,  and  the  practice  was  a  commentary,  that 
made  it  appear  still  worse. 

Mr.  Baldwin  saw  no  harm  in  letting  the  bill  lie 
by  till  next  session.  It  had  been  laid  aside  for  six 
months  past ;  and  why  might  it  not  be  so  for  six 
months  hence  t  There  was  no  more  danger  in 
time  to  come  than  there  had  been  already.  There 
was  not  now  time  to  do  justice  to  a  bill  of  such 
magnitude  and  importance.  It  ought  not  to  be 
crowded  into  the  tail  of  a  session. 


Mr.  Tract  said  that  this  bni  had  been  laid  by 
for  three  or  four  months.  It  had  been  said  before, 
and  properly,  that  this  bill  was  to  be  decided  upon 
before  the  end  of  the  session.  So  that  gentlemen 
who  complained  of  \t&  being  now  introduced  had 
either  forgotten  or  did  not  give  it  an  ingeniou^i  op- 
position. 

Mr.  Nicholas  declared  that  he  had  never  heard 
anything  of  it  more  than  a  whisper  between  gentle- 
men in  their  seats. 

The  House  were  impatient  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Wads  WORTH  said  that  he  should  not  detain 
members  long.  He  said  it  was  pretty  certain  that 
we  should  instantly  be  in  a  war.  Ten,  or  perhaps 
twenty,  American  privateers  had  been  fitted  out 
from  one  port  of  the  Continent  to  cruise  on  Bri- 
tish commerce.  He  could  not  say  that  the  news 
was  absolutely  true ;  but  he  mentioned  it,  on  that 
sort  of  foundation  on  which  intelligence  is  com- 
monly received.  If  the  Executive  cannot  hinder 
these  people  from  going  to  sea  in  this  way,  we 
must  be  forced  into  hostilities  immediately.  We 
send  an  Amlmssador  to  England  to  secure  peace ; 
and  we  follow  up  this  application  by  sending  oat 
privateers.  Will  any  nation,  in  such  a  case,  be- 
lieve that  our  desire  of  peace  is  sincere?  Is  the 
seizing  of  their  ships  a  sign  of  it  ?  He  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Baldwin]  that  there  had  been  no  intention 
understood  of  taking  up  this  bill  before  the  close  of 
the  session.     He  was  for  going  into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Bourne  said  that,  since  they  had  begun  the 
discussion,  intelligence  had  been  received,  but  be 
did  not  assert  it  as  positively  authentic,  that  eight 
British  prizes  had  been  carried  into  Charleston  in 
one  day. 

The  question  was  then  put,  Shall  the  House  go 
into  a  Committee  immediately  on  this  bill  ?  and  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  49,  nays  32, 
as  follows : 

YsAa — Fisher  Ames,  John  Beatty,  Benjamin  Boarne. 
Peleg  Coffin,  Jo«hua  Coit,  Henry  Dearboro,  William 
Findley,  ThomaA  Fitzsimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel 
Gilbert,  James  Qillespie,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholu 
Oilman,  Henry  Qleon,  Benjamin  Qoodhue,  James  Oor- 
don«  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Orove,  Tlioroas 
Hartley.  James  Uillhouse,  William  Hindman,  John 
Wilkes  Kittent,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned.  Fran- 
cis MalbonH,  Peter  Muhlenberg.  William  Vans  Murray, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Andrew  Pickens,  Thomas  Scott,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick.  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  Tho- 
mas Sprtgg,  Zephantah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbuli,  John  K. 
Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Qaas- 
beck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas 
Ward,  Juhn  Watts,  Benjamin  Williams,  Richard  Wkin, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — ^Tbeodorus  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tho- 
mas Blount,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Gabriel  Christie,  lipo- 
mas Claiborne,  Abraham  Clark,  Isaac  Coles,  William 
J.  Dawson,  George  Dent,  William  B.  Giles,  Daniel 
Heister,  John  Hunter,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lt- 
man,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomery,  An- 
drew Muure,  Juiieph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicho- 
las, Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  Francia  Prestoa, 
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Robert  RutK«rford,  John  SmiUe,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  and  Francu  Walker. 

The  Hoase  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
6aid  Committee;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 


Monday,  June  2. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  credit  for  teas 
imported  in  the  ship  Argonaut,  and  to  permit  the 
export  of  goods  saved  out  of  the  wreck  of  the  snow 
Freelove,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  (rom  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  extending  the  benefit  of  a  drawback  and  term 
of  credit  in  certain  eases,  and  for  other  purposes," 
vtB  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Sfbaker  kid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  Francis  Joachin  Van  Aken,  styling  himself 
AsBifitAnt  Judge,  addressed  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  dated  Orebro,  in  Sweden,  the 
first  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety -four,  stating  the  particulars  of  his  discovery 
of  an  art,  described  in  the  Swedish  knguage,  for 
extinguishing  fires,  and  preventing  conflagrations, 
vhether  in  war  or  peace,  on  board  of  vessels,  or  in 
hou;«8  on  fire ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  information. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pesbidcht  or  thb  UirrraD  States: 

GtrUUmen,  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Ifouae  of  Repretentatives : 

1  send  jou  certain  oomnounications,  recently  received 
from  Georgia,  which  materially  change  the  prospect  of 
atTaira  in  that  quarter,  and  seem  to  render  a  war  with 
the  Creek  Nations  more  probable  than  it  has  been  at 
any  antecedent  period.  While  the  attention  of  Con- 
greai  will  be  directed  to  the  consideration  of  measures 
suited  to  the  exigency,  it  cannot  escape  their  observa- 
tion that  this  intelli^noe  brin^  a  fresn  proof  of  the  in- 
•officieacy  of  the  existing  provisions  of  the  laws  towarda 
t^e  effectual  cultivation  and  preservation  of  peace  with 
our  Indian  neighbora.  O.  WASHINGTON. 

UxiTED  Statis^  Jum  2, 1704. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  communications  therein  referred  to,  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

PUNISHMENT  OF  CRIMES. 

Hr.  GooDHVB  then  moved  that  the  House  re- 
wire itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  additions  to  an  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  first  section  was  then  read,  and  Mr.  Nicho- 
UB  moved  that  it  should  be  struck  out  The 
words  are  as  follows : 

"  If  any  person  shall,  within  the  territories  or  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  accept  or  take  a  commis- 
flioo  to  serve  a  Foreign  Prince  or  State,  in  war,  by  land 
or  sea.  the  person  so  offending  shall  lie  deemed  guilty 
of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  not  less  than 

; dollars,  nor  more  than ;  and  shall  bo 

impriaoned  not  exceeding  ■  nor  less  than  .** 

The  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  one ; 
jws  39,  nays  Sa 
Mr.  Nicholas  then  mored  to  strike  out  a  part 


of  the  second  section,  which  punishes  a  man  for 
enlisting  in  a  foreign  service,  or  for  going  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  to  enlist  in  foreign  ser- 
vice ;  and  he  proposed  an  amendment  instead  of  it. 
His  interpretation  of  the  section,  as  it  stood,  was 
contested  bv  Mr.  Ktrrcai,  who  thought  that  the 
seduction  of  citizens  to  enlist,  was  the  only  thing 
meant 

Mr.  Sedgwick  was  of  opinion  that  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Nicholas  would  authorize  officers 
to  raise  armies  in  the  United  States  for  foreign 
service.  He  did  not  think  that  any  man  in  that 
House  would  wish  to  do  so.  He  was  extremely 
disappointed  at  hearing  the  gentleman  speak 
thus. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  thought  that  members  should 
endeavor  to  make  an  amendment  In  which  they 
could  be  unanimous.  He  mentioned  several  rea- 
sons for  thinking  that  this  might  be  done. 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Skdowick]  would  always  be 
disappointed  in  his  [Mr.  N.'r]  sentiments ;  as  they 
were  almost  always  contradictory  to  those  of  the 
gentleman  himself.     He  denied  the  inference. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUsi  imagined  that  it  would  be  the 
highest  disgrace  to  the  United  States,  to  sufibr  any 
man  to  enlist  people  here  for  foreign  service.  It 
might  bring  this  country  into  a  war.  There  were 
turbulent  people  in  every  country,  who  want  a 
war ;  and  we  may  be  involved  in  it,  undesignedly. 

Mr.  BouBiiB  thought  that  there  was  an  incon- 
sistency in  the  proposal  before  the  House.  If  it 
was  innocent  for  a  person  to  enlist  in  foreign  ser- 
vice, it  was  likewise  innocent  to  persuade  men  to 

do  it 

Mr.  Murray  had  never  heard  any  arguments 
like  some  of  those  which  this  day  fell  from  Mr. 
Nicholas.  Mr.  M.  was  clear  for  putting  a  stop 
to  all  recruiting  parties  for  foreign  service.  Were 
people  only  meeting  to  form  the  very  first  elements 
of  a  civil  compact,  they  would  have  a  right  to  say 
to  each  member  of  their  society,  that  he  should 
not  enlist  in  any  foreign  service,  to  invade  a  nation 
perhaps  friendly  to  them,  without  their  consent 
To  countenance  recruiting  for  foreign  service,  was 
admitting  into  the  heart  of  the  country  an  engage- 
ment against  the  sovereignty  of  the  country.  You 
invite  every  species  of  coiTuption.^  You  invito 
foreign  sovereigns  to  corrupt  your  citizens,  and  to 
subvert,  if  they  desire  it,  the  independence  and 
the  liberties  of  America.  You  put  it  in  the  power 
of  an  ambitious  Prince  or  State  in  Europe  to  erect 
a  body  of  men  in  the  country  for  the  purpose  of 
overturning  the  Constitution.  Something  had 
been  said  about  the  principles  of  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions ;  our  own  experience  of  last  Summer  and^  of 
last  Autumn,  showed  that  our  Courts  of  Justice 
were  incapable  of  enforcing  them.  He  was  against 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Clark  said  that  he  was  also  agwnst  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  Let  offi- 
cers go  abroad,  and  learn  the  art  of  war ;  but  let 
no  foreign  officers  come  here  to  enlist  common 
soldiers. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Nicholas  was  rejected 

without  a  division. 
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A  motion  was  next  made  for  striking  out  the 
fourth  section  ;  but  this  was  negatived. 

It  was  next  moved  to  strike  out  the  sixth  sec- 
tion, which  stood  as  follows  : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful to  Bell,  within  the  United  States,  any  vessel  or 
foods  captured  from  a  Prince  or  State  with  whom  the 
Tnited  States  are  at  peace,  which  vessel  or  goods  shall 
have  been  captured  bj  any  other  foreign  Prince  or 
State,  or  bv  tne  subjects  or  citizens  of  such  Prince  or 
State :  unless  such  vessel  and  goods  shall  have  been 
first  carried  into  a  port  or  place  within  the  territory  of 
the  Prince  or  State  to  which  the  captors  belong,  out 
such  vessel  and  goods  shall  be  carried  out  of  the  UDited 
States  by  those  who  shall  have  brought  them  in  ;  and 
the  sale  of  any  vessel  or  goods,  prohibited  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  utterly  void." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said  this  question 
ought  to  be  considered  under  two  points  of  view : 
first,  as  to  the  right  of  France  derived  from  the 
treaty  ;  second,  as  to  the  expediency  of  admitting 
the  practice,  independently  of  any  existing  right. 
As  to  the  right  This  must  result  either  from  the 
clear  words  of  the  treaty,  or  from  such  strong  im- 
plication as  cannot  be  resisted.  It  is  evident  that 
the  right  of  France  to  sell  prizes  in  our  ports  is 
not  given  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  The  only 
articles  from  which  it  can  be  pretended  to  be  de- 
rived are  the  17th  and  22d.  The  17th  article  is  in 
these  words : 

'*  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ships  of  war  of  either 
party,  and  privateers,  freely  to  carry  wheresoever  they 
please,  the  ships  and  ^^oods  taken  from  their  enemies, 
Ac  they  may  hoist  sail  at  any  time,  and  depart  and 
carry  their  prizes  to  the  places  expressed  in  their  com- 
missions, which  the  commanders  of  such  ships  of  war 
shall  be  obliged  to  show,"  Ac 

The  true  construction  of  this  article  is  the  very 
reverse  of  the  right  contended  for ;  it  is  a  permis- 
sion to  conduct,  wheresoever  they  please,  the  ships 
and  goods  taken  from  the  enemy,  without  paying 
any  duty.  It  is  evident  that  it  does  not  contem- 
plate a  freedom  to  sell  their  prizes  in  our  ports, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  a  departure  to  some  other 
place,  always  to  be  expressed  in  their  commission, 
where  their  validity  is  to  be  finally  adjudged. 
And  this  construction  is  given  to  the  article  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Morris,  our  Minister  in 
France ;  with  Mr.  Oenet,  pages  68,  67,  where  he 
says,  **  the  article  does  not  give  the  right  to  sell 
at  all,'*  and  again,  '*  the  admission  to  sell  here  the 
prizes  made  by  France  on  her  enemies  is  unstipu- 
lated in  our  treaties  and  unfounded  in  her  own 
practice,  or  in  that  of  other  nations,  as  we  believe.'* 

No  right  can  be  deduced  from  the  22d  article 
but  by  construction  and  implication :  the  terms  of 
that  are : 

**  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  privateers, 
ifcc.  to  fit  their  ships,  Aa,  to  sell  what  they  have  taken, 
or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever  to  exchange  their 
ships,  merchandise,  or  any  other  lading,'*  dEc 

From  this  negative  stipulation  as  to  the  enemies 
of  France,  an  affirmative  right  is  attempted  to  be 
inferred  in  favor  of  France  herself;  but  the  infer- 
ence is  a  false  one.    Here  I  again  recur  to  the 


authority  of  the  former  Secretary  of  State,  whose 
reasoning  with  respect  to  the  right  of  fitting  out 
privateers,  applies  to  this  case,  the  right  to  sell 
prizes  under  this  article  standing  precisely  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  right  to  fit  out  privateers.  In 
page  60  of  the  printed  Correspondence,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son says,  after  quoting  the  words  of  the  article, 
"  translate  this  from  the  general  terms  in  which  it 
here  stands  into  the  special  case  produced  by  the 
present  war,"  privateers  not  belonging  to  France 
or  the  United  States,  and  having  commissions 
from  the  enemies  of  one  of  them,  '^are,  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  British,  Dutch,  and  Span- 
ish privateers ;"  substituting  these  then  for  the 
equivalent  term,  it  will  stand  thus,  "  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  British,  Dutch  or  Spanish  privateers 
to  fit  their  ships  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States." 
Is  this  an  express  permission  to  France  to  do  it  \ 
Does  the  negative  to  the  enemies  of  France  and 
silence  as  to  France  herself,  imply  an  atfirmatire 
to  France  ?  Certainly  not;  it  leaves  the  question, 
as  to  France,  open  and  free  to  be  decided  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  and  if  the  parties  had  meant 
an  affirmative  stipulation,  they  would  have  pro- 
vided for  it  expressly;  they  would  never  hare 
left  so  important  a  point  to  be  inferred  from  mere 
silence  or  implication.  Suppose  they  had  desired 
to  stipulate  a  refusal  to  their  enemies,  but  nothing 
to  themselves,  what  form  of  expression  wouM 
they  have  used?  Certainly  the  one  they  have 
used,  an  express  stipulation  as  to  their  enemies,  and 
silence  as  to  themselves.  And  such  an  intention 
corresponds  not  only  with  the  words,  but  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times.  It  was  of  value  to  esch 
party  to  exclude  its  enemies  from  arming  in  the 
ports  of  the  other,  and  could  in  no  case  embarrass 
them.  They,  therefore,  stipulated  so  far  mutually; 
but  each  might  be  embarrassed  by  permitting  the 
other  to  arm  in  its  ports ;  they  therefore  would  not 
stipulate  to  permit  that  This  reasoning  profes 
so  conclusively  the  non-existence  of  the  right 
to  fit  out  privateers  in  our  ports,  that  the  French 
Government  withdrew  their  claim,  and  instructed 
their  new  Minister  to  express  their  approbation  of 
the  steps  pursued  by  our  Executive,  and  ordered 
him  to  recall  all  the  commissions  of  privateers 
illegally  fitted  out.  Now  there  is  not  an  argu- 
ment against  the  right  to  fit  out  privateers  which 
does  not  apply  with  equal  force  against  that  of 
selling  prizes;  the  same  words  are  used  in  the 
article  for  both  cases,  and  no  inference  can  he 
drawn  in  favor  of  one  which  may  not  equally  he 
drawn  in  favor  of  the  other.  The  right  to  fit  oat 
privateers  having  been  altogether  abandoned  hy 
France,  it  would  be  not  a  little  surprising  that 
the  right  to  sell  prizes  should  now  find  advoates 
in  our  Councils. 

Admitting  that,  by  a  forced  construction  of 
either  of  the  two  above  mentioned  articles  of  the 
treaty,  an  implication  might  arise  favorable  to  the 
right,  yet  if  the  stepping  beyond  the  line  of  strict 
obligation  in  favor  of  one  belligerent  Power,  be 
deemed  a  departure  from  the  line  of  neutrality,  it 
may  well  be  asked,  shall  we  hazard  the  blessingb 
of  peace,  and  subject  ourselves  to  the  calamitie> 
of  war,  by  inference,  implication,  or  oonstructioa  \ 
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But  ]et  it  be  concaded,  that  either  or  both  the  arti- 
cles import  in  the  clearest  manner  the  right  con- 
teoded  for,  I  am  ready  to  prove  that  the  treaty  quo 
ad  that  grant,  would  be  void  and  of  no  effect 

The  treaty  between  France  and  the  United 
States  was  founded  on  principles  of  perfect  reci- 
procity ;  we  are  not  bound  by  stipulation,  which 
was  intended  to  be  mutual,  if  France  was  not 
equally  bound  by  it ;  but  France,  at  the  time  of 
entering  into  this  treaty,  was  restrained  by  antece- 
dent and  existing  treaties  from  granting  to  the 
United  States  the  right  of  selling  their  prizes  in 
the  ports  of  France ;  the  United  States  would  there- 
fore be  absolyed  from  the  stipulation,  supposing  it 
to  exist 

Thciie  several  points  can  be  clearly  established. 

The  preamble  to  the  treaty  in  question  has  these 
strong  expressions : 

"  Hit  Mo9t  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
hare  judged  that  the  aaid  end  could  not  be  better  ob- 
taiaed  than  by  taking  for  the  basia  of  their  agreement, 
the  most  perfect  equality  and  reciprocity,  and  by  care- 
fully avoiding  all  theae  burdensome  preferences  which 
are  usually  aourees  of  debate,  embarraaament,  and  dia- 
ooQteat,  by  leaving  also  each  party  to  make,  respecting 
comnierce  and  navigation,  those  interior  regulations 
vhidi  it  shall  find  most  convenient  to  itseli^  and  by 
foonding  the  advantages  of  commerce  solely  upon  re- 
ciprocal utility." 

It  is  laid  down  by  VatUl,  page  802,  thatr^ 

^A  Sovereign  already  bound  by  a  treaty  cannot 
make  others  contrary  to  the  first;  the  things  about 
which  he  has  eutere<r  into  engagements  are  no  longer 
at  hii  disposal ;  if  it  happens  that  a  posterior  treaty  ia 
foood,  in  some  point,  to  contradict  one  that  is  more  an- 
cieot,  Che  new  treaty  is  null  with  respect  to  that  point, 
as  disposing  of  a  thing  that  is  no  longer  in  the  power  of 
kirn  who  appears  to  <Juspose  of  it." 

The  treaty  of  Utrecht,  between  France  and  Eng- 
land, in  the  year  1713,  stipulated  in  the  15th  arti- 
cle, that— 

"  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  privateers,  <ka,  who 
bare  comrnis.sion8  from  any  Prince  or  State,  in  enmity 
with  either  nation,  to  fit  their  ships  in  the  ports  of  one 
or  the  other  of  the  aforesaid  parties,  to  sell  what  they 
had  ud:en,"  Ac 

In  the  event  then  of  a  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  France  being  neutral,  we 
should  have  been  restrained,  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  from  selling  our  prizes  in  the  ports  of 
France :  the  reciprocity,  which  is  the  basis  of  the 
treaty,  is  done  away,  and  we  are  now  called  upon 
for  a  performance  on  our  part  of  a  mutual  stipula- 
tion from  which  the  other  contracting  Power  is  by 
treaty  and  the  Law  of  Nations  absolved. 

If  it  be  said  that  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  was,  on 
account  of  intervening  wars,  not  in  force  at  the 
time  our  treaty  with  France  was  entered  into,  I 
will  remark  in  reply,  that  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
was  recognized  by  France,  and  revived  by  the 
treaty  of  Paris  in  1768,  and  that  it  is  an  acknow- 
ledged maxim  of  the  Law  of  Nations  that  the  re- 
vival at  a  peace  of  a  treaty  which  had  been  sus- 
pended by  a  state  of  war,  restores  the  contracting 
Pities  to  the  same  rights  as  if  the  treaty  had 


never  been  suspended.     Moreover,  in  the  treaty  of 
Paris  of  1763,  it  is  said— 

"  That  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  shall  serve  as  a  basis  to 
that  treaty,  and  is  renewed  and  confirmed  in  the  beat 
form,  as  if  it  were  there  inserted  word  for  word,  ao 
that  it  IS  to  be  exactly  observed  in  future,  Ac,  and  the 
said  parties  declare  that  they  will  not  suffer  any  privi- 
lege, favor,  or  indulgence,  to  subsist,  contrary  to  the 
above  treaty,"  Ac 

But  what  is  still  more  conclusive,  the  very 
treaty  between  France  and  the  United  States  re- 
fers to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  as  being  in  full  force 
at  that  time;  in  the  10th  article,  the  United  Stotes 
are  restrained  from  disturbing  the  right  of  fishery, 
belonging  to  France,  *'  on  that  part  of  the  coast  of 
Newfoundland  which  is  designated  by  the  treaW 
of  Utrecht,  as  the  rights  relative  to  all  and  each 
of  the  isles  which  belong  to  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  the  whole  conformable  to  the  true  sense 
of  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris.'*  France  was 
at  peace  with  England  in  February,  1778,  when 
our  treaty  was  made ;  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  was 
consequently  at  that  time  in  full  force.  But  France 
was  likewise  restrained  from  granting  us  this  right 
by  the  terms  of  the  family  compact  with  Spain, 
which  was  unquestionably  in  full  force  at  the  time 
of  our  treaty. 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  Jeffenon  on  the  subject  of 
fitting  out  privateers,  are  so  applicable  and  pointed 
that  I  shall  again  quote  him :  page  60,  he  says — 

"  Let  us  go  back  to  the  state  of  things  in  France 
when  this  treaty  was  made,  and  we  shall  find  several 
cases,  wherein  France  could  not  have  permitted  us  to 
arm  in  her  porta,  (be  might  have  added,  or  sell  our 
priaes.)  Suppose  a  war  between  these  States  and 
Spain.  We  know  that  by  the  treaties  between  France 
and  Spain,  the  former  could  not  permit  the  enemies  of 
the  latter  to  arm  in  her  ports.  It  was  honest  in  her, 
therefore,  not  to  deceive  ua  by  such  astipulation.  Sup- 

Euse  a  war  between  these  States  and  Great  Britain, 
y  the  treatiea  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  in 
force  at  the  signature  of  ours,  we  could  not  have  been 
permitted  to  arm  in  the  ports  of  France.  She  could 
not  then  have  meant  in  tiiis  article  to  give  us  such  a 
right  She  has  mauifested  the  same  sense  of  it  again, 
in  her  subsequent  treaty  with  England,  made  eight 
years  after  the  date  of  ours,  stipulating  in  the  16th  ar- 
ticle of  it  as  in  our  22d,  that  foreign  privateers,  not 
being  subjects  of  either  Orown,  should  not  arm  against 
either  in  the  ports  of  the  other.  If  this  had  amounted 
to  an  affirmative  stipulation,  that  the  subjects  of  tb^ 
other  Crown  might  arm  in  ber  ports  against  ua,  it  would 
have  been  in  direct  contradiction  to  her  twenty-second 
article  with  us.  So  that,  to  give  to  these  negative  ati- 
polatio{)8  an  affirmative  effect,  is  to  render  them  incon- 
sistent with  each  other,  and  with  good  faith ;  to  give 
them  only  their  negative  and  natural  effect  is  to  recon- 
cile them  to  one  onotlier,  and  to  good  faith,  and  is  clear- 
ly to  adopt  the  sense  in  which  France  herself  has  ex- 
pounded them.  We  may  justly  conclude,  then,  that 
the  article  only  obliges  us  to  refuse  this  right  in  the 
present  case,  to  Great  Britain  and  the  other  enemies  of 
France ;  it  does  not  go  on  to  give  it  to  France,  either 
expressly,  or  by  implication;  we  may  then  refuse 
it"  ' 

The  treaty  of  Paris,  in  1763,  and  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce,  in  1786,  both  of  which  confirmed  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  stipulated  that  the  enemies  of 
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the  two  Powers,  viz:  France  and  Great  Britain, 
should  not  be  allowed  to  sell  their  prizes  in  the 
ports  of  either  party.  Were  there  any  doubt  re- 
maining on  this  head,  the  practice  of  France  her- 
self would  remoye  it.  Her  edicts,  forbidding  the 
sale  of  prizes  in  her  ports,  while  in  a  state  of  neu- 
trality, by  any  belligerent  Power,  and  directing  her 
vessels  of  war  to  carry  their  prizes  into  the  ports  of 
France,  where  they  were  fitted  out,  would  suffi- 
ciently evince  her  construction  of  these  Treaties. — 
(See  Valines  Commentaries  on  the  Marine  Ordinan- 
ces of  France,  pa^es  272,  277.) 

An  argument  has  been  attempted,  in  another 
place,  to  be  deduced  from  the  Convention  with 
the  Dutch  relative  to  the  sale  of  prizes,  and  fi-om 
the  second  article  of  our  Treaty  with  France, 
which  secures  to  her  the  privileges  of  the  most 
favored  nation.  To  this,  several  answers  may  be 
given — 

IM.  The  Convention  with  the  Dutch  was  a  spe- 
cial Convention,  relating  to  a  special  case,  viz :  to 
the  then  existing  war  in  which  both  Holland  and 
the  United  States  were  engaged  as  co-parties. 
None  of  the  provisions  of  that  Convention  can  re- 
late to  a  case  where  the  Unite^l  States  are  at  peace. 
The  circumstance  of  that  Convention  being  a  sepa- 
rate instrument  from  the  Treaty  of  Commerce, 
though  dated  on  the  same  day,  explains  that  it  was 
intended  for  a  special  and  temporary  object,  and 
not,  like  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  meant  to  be  a 
permanent  compact  The  preamble  recites  that  it 
IS  intended  to  establish  some  uniform  principles 
with  relation  to  prizes  made  by  vessels  of  war  upon 
their  common  enemies. 

2d.  The  fifth  article  of  that  Convention  stipulates 
that  the  prizes  of  either  party  may  be  sold  in  their 
respective  ports,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce ;  which  article,  however,  provides,  that  the 
Treaty  with  Holland  shall  not  in  any  manner  dero- 
gate from  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Treaty 
with  France.  Now,  by  that  article  in  the  French 
Treaty,  the  Dutch  are  expressly  prohibited  from 
selling  their  prizes  in  our  ports.  If  Holland,  then, 
does  not  now  possess  the  right,  how  can  France  de- 
rive it  through  Holland  ? 

8d.  The  secand  article  of  our  Treaty  with  France 
only  stipulates  that  each  party  shall  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  the  most  favored  nation,  on  allowing 
the  same  compensation,  if  the  concession  was  con- 
ditional; but  France,  as  has  been  shown,  cannot, 
consistently  with  good  faith  and  an  adherence  to 
her  Treaties,  grant  us  the  same  compensation  in 
similar  circumstances.  She  would,  therefore,  not 
be  entitled  to  this  privilege  granted  to  Holland  on 
terms  of  reciprocity,  supposing  the  privilege  still  to 
exist 

It  remains  to  consider  this  important  question  on 
the  ground  of  expediency.  Abandoning  the  idea  of 
right,  is  it  expedient  and  politic  to  permit  the  sale 
of  French  prizes  iA  the  United  States? 

In  contemplating  this  point,  the  determination 
ought  not  to  be  influenced  by  any  prepossessions 
in  favor  of  one  or  antipathies  against  another  na- 
tion. The  true  ground  of  national  policy  should 
be  Uken,  and  the  result  should  be  that  which  is 


most  consistent  with  our  natioiVal  interest  Tbtt 
the  permission  to  France  to  sell  her  prizes  in  oor 
ports  would  be  advantageous  to  that  nation,  tnd 
inconvenient  to  her  enemies,  will  not  be  denied. 
But  it  is  the  very  circumstance  of  its  thus  being 
advantageous  to  one  and  inconvenient  to  others  of 
the  belligerent  Powers  which  makes  it  ineipe- 
dient 

Were  we  prepared  and  resolved  to  become  a 
party  in  the  war,  prompted  either  by  gratitude  for 
one,  or  resentment  against  another,  of  the  Powers 
at  war,  it  would  be  proper  that  we  should  it  once 
take  our  side  and  pursue  hostile  steps ;  but,  if  the 
policy  of  the  country  still  points  to  peace,  and  in* 
vites  to  neutrality,  it  follows,  indispensably,  that 
we  must  strictly  adhere  to  the  line  of  neutrality. 
There  is  no  intermediate  station  between  peace  tnd 
war.  Whatever  may  have  been  our  sensibilitj  in 
respect  to  injuries  received,  policy  has  for  the  pre- 
sent dictated  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  a  pacific  system,  and,  as  long  as  that  system 
shall  be  the  prevailing  one,  consistency  requires  an 
adherence  to  the  principles  it  inculcates.  The 
question,  then,  resolves  itself  into  this :  Is  the  vol- 
untary permission  to  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers 
to  sell  her  prizes  in  the  ports  of  a  neutral  Power, 
while  the  same  privilege  is  withheld  from  others^ 
even  our  allies,  a  breach  of  neutrality  ?  A  recurrence 
to  writers  of  authority,  as  well  as  the  reason  of 
the  thing,  will  compel  us  to  answer  in  the  ifiBrma- 
tive.  Vattel^  page  498,  says : 

"  As  long  as  a  neuter  nation  wishes  to  enjoj  this 
situation  with  certainty,  it  ought' to  show  in  every  thing 
an  exact  impartiality  between  those  wbo  are  at  war; 
for,  if  it  favors  the  one  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other,  it 
cannot  complain  when  that  other  shall  treat  it  as  ta 
adherent  and  associate  of  the  enemy.  Its  neotrslity 
would  be  a  fraudulent  one,  of  which  no  one  would  be 
the  dupe." 

Mr.  Jefferson^  in  the  printed  Correspondence, 
page  60,  speaking  of  the  fitting  out  of  privateers, 
says: 

"  Sinctf  we  are  bound  by  Treaty  to  refuse  it  to  the  one 
party,  and  are  free  to  refuse  it  to  the  other,  we  are  bound 
oy  tne  laws  of  neutrality  to  refuse  it  to  that  other.* 

In  page  67,  he  says,  that  the  permission  to  sell 
prizes  in  neutral  ports  is  unfounded  in  the  prac- 
tice of  France,  and,  he  believes,  of  all  other  na- 
tions. It  is  certain  that  France  has  passed  severe 
laws  against  it,  and  that,  were  we  now  at  war 
with  any  European  Power,  and  France  neuter, 
we  should  not  enjoy  that  privilege  in  her  ports. 
The  question  is  not  confined  to  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  it  is  not  enough  to  say,  "We  hive 
received  injuries  from  the  former  and  benefits 
from  the  latter,  and,  therefore,  we  should  grant  a 
special  indulgence  to  one  to  the  detriment  of  the 
other."  Other  nations  are  seriously  afiectcd  by 
the  decision.  Spain,  Holland,  and  Prussia,  are  co- 
parties  in  the  war  against  France.  (There  is,  in- 
deed, an  appearance  of  a  withdrawing  of  the  lat- 
ter, though  not  yet  ascertained.)  We  have  no 
idea  of  going  to  war  with  the  first  With  the  two 
last  we  have  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce.  It 
is  not  improbable,  should  the  war  continue,  that 
Sweden  may  be  implicated  as  one  of  the  Com* 
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dned  Powers.  With  her  we  have  also  a  Treaty 
if  Amity  and  Commerce.    A  permiBsion  to  France 

0  sell  her  prizes  will  he  a  special  privileee  for  her 
lenefit,  to  the  iniury  of  Spain  and  Holland  eer- 
ainlv,  and  prohahlr  Sweden.  Should  we  feel  no 
leeoiiar  partiality  for  Spain,  yet  it  ought  not  to 
le  forgotten  that  she  lent  us  money  during  our 
rar  with  England,  and  comhined  with  France  to 
id  vs.  Gratitude  should  suggest  a  recollection 
if  the  services  rendered  us  hy  Holland,  and  should 
orbid  a  departure  from  neutrality,  which  would 
ffientially  affect  her  interests.  In  our  Treaty 
vith  Holland  it  is  expressed,  "  that  there  shall  be 

1  firm,  inviolable,  and  universal  peace  and  sincere 
Tttad?hip  between  the  two  countries."  Would 
t  be  a  sincere  fiiendship  on  our  part  to  facilitate 
»  their  enemies  the  capture  of  their  vessels  by 
permitting  the  sale  of  them  in  our  ports  ? 

In  rega^  to  Great  Britain,  a  negotiation  is  now 
iepending  for  a  redress  of  our  wrongs.  Whether 
)r  not  there  was  sufficient  cause  of  immediate  war 
i^ainst  that  nation,  or  whether  it  was  wise  in  the 
(lovemment  to  prefer  the  path  of  negotiation  to 
that  of  hostility,  are  questions  not  now  to  be  dis- 
eassed.  The  path  of  negotiation  has  been  enter- 
ed, and  onght  not  to  be  deviated  from  till  it  has 
beea  fairly  explored.  Would  a  departure  from 
the  line  of  neutrality,  ad  it  relates  to  that  nation, 
be,  nnder  the  present  circumstances,  consistent 
with  sound  policy  ?  Undoubtedly  not  I  would 
not  farnish  her  with  even  this  pretext  for  a  refu- 
sal  to  do  us  justice.  I  would  afford  every  aid, 
erery  chance  for  a  successful  negotiation.  I  would 
avoid  throwing  any  impediments  whatever  in  its 
way,  and,  havmg  acted  thus,  should  my  expecta- 
tioiu  be  disappointed,  I  shall  feel  myself  justified 
b  exposing  my  country  to  all  the  calamities  of 
war,  to  endeavor  to  extort  by  force  that  which 
iastice  and  moderation  shall  have  failed  to  obtain. 

There  are  other  considerations  arising  out  of 
the  question  of  expediency  which  claim  some  no- 
tice. The  sale  of  prizes  in  our  ports  will  have  an 
immediate  tendency  to  increase  the  number  of 
priratcers  on  our  coasts,  to  embarrass  and  distress 
our  commerce,  and  to  foster  that  spirit  of  priva- 
teerin;^  among  our  own  citizens  which,  at  the 
ttme  time  that  it  is  a  direct  violation  of  neutrality, 
leads  to  the  introduction  of  immoral  habits.  And 
here  1  cannot  forbear  once  more  quoting  the  for- 
i&er  Secretary  of  State,  who,  in  page  63  of  the 
printed  Correspondence,  says : 

"  Were  the  merchant  vessels  coming  for  our  produce 
forbidden  to  have  any  arms  for  their  defence,  every  ad- 
Teotarer  who  has  a  boat,  or  money  enough  to  buy  one, 
would  make  her  a  privateer.  Our  ooasts  would  swarm 
vith  them ;  foreign  vessels  must  cease  to  come ;  our 
Commerce  must  be  suppressed ;  our  produce  remain  on 
^r  hands,  or  at  least  that  great  portion  of  it  which  we 
we  not  vessels  to  carry  away ;  our  ploughs  must  be 
hid  aside,  and  agriculture  suspended.  This  is  a  saeri- 
fiee  DO  Treaty  could  ever  contemplate,  and  which  we 
*re  Dot  dispoeed  to  make  out  of  mere  complaisance  to 
t  &he  definition  of  the  term  privateer." 

The  pernicious  consequences  above  described 
would  equally  flow  from  the  allowance  to  sell 
pnxea.  From  a  view,  therefore^  of  the  whole  sub- 


ject, it  clearly  results  that  the  sale  of  prizes  is  not 
stipulated  by  the  Treaty ;  that,  if  it  were,  it  would 
be  null,  as  l>eing  repugnant  to  prior  Treaties,  and 
not  reciprocal ;  that  it  is  unfounded  in  the  prac- 
tice of  France  herself ;  and  that  it  is  inexpedient, 
as  directly  contravening  the  laws  of  neutrality, 
and  as  prejudicial  to  our  commercial  interests  and 
the  morals  of  our  citizens. 

Mr.  Madison  said,  he  should  not  follow  Mr. 
Smith  in  the  long  argument  which  he  had  ex* 
tracted  chiefly  from  the  Correspondence  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  ;  because,  were  it  admitted  to  be  well* 
founded,  it  did  not  reach  the  true  point  to  be  de- 
cided. It  was  not  merely  a  question,  whether  we 
were  bound  by  treaty  to  permit  the  sale  of  French 
prizes.  There  was  another  question,  whether  we 
were  bound,  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  and  of  neu- 
trality, to  refuse  that  permission  ?  It  had  not  been 
shown  that  we  were  bound  to  such  refusal.  A 
neutral  nation  might  treat  belligerent  nations  un- 
equally, where  it  was  in  oonsequenoe  of  a  stipu- 
lation prior  to  the  war,  and  having  no  particular 
reference  to  it.  It  was  laid  down  expressly,  by  all 
the  best  writers,  that»  to  furnish  a  military  force  to 
one  of  the  parties,  in  pursuance  of  such  a  stipula* 
tion,  without  a  like  aia  to  the  other,  was  no  breach 
of  neutrality ;  and  it  amounted  to  the  same  thing 
whether  the  equilibrium  were  destroyed  by  putting 
an  advantage  in  one  scale,  or  taking  a  privilege 
from  the  other.  The  Executive  had  expounded 
the  Law  of  Nations,  and  our  treaties,  in  this  sense, 
by  leaving  the  sale  of  French  prizes  free,  and  for- 
bidding the  sale  of  British  prizes.  For  the  Legis- 
lature to  decide  that  we  were  bound  by  the  lawe 
of  neutrality  to  forbid  the  sale  of  French  prizes 
also,  would  be  to  make  themselves  the  expositore 
of  the  Law  of  Nations — ^to  condemn  the  exposition 
of  the  Executive — to  arm  firitain  with  a  cbarj^ 
against  the  United  States,  of  having  violated  their 
neutrality;  and,  what  ought  particularl;^  to  be 
avoided,  to  arm  her  with  claims  of  indemnification 
for  injuries  done  her  by  the  sale  of  prizes.  Such  a 
proceeding  would  be  the  more  impolitic  and  extnir 
ordinary,  as  it  could  not  fail  to  give  extreme  die- 
gust  to  the  French  Republic,  by  withdrawing  a 
privilege  which  it  had  been  determined  could  be 
rightfully  dlowed  her;  and,  as  the  British  Minis- 
ter, Lord  Orenville,  had  admitted,  in  his  conversar 
tion  with  Mr.  Pinbkney,  that  Britain  had  reason 
to  be  satisfied,  on  the  whole,  with  the  conduct  of 
the  United  States  as  a  neutral  nation. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  observed,  in  an- 
swer to  Mr.  Madison,  that  as  the. gentleman  had 
given  up  the  point  of  right,  the  ground  was  greatly 
narrowed,  and  rested  altogether  on  expediency. 
The  gentleman  had  contended  that  he  (Mr.  S.) 
had  not  shown  that  we  were  bound  by  the  Law  of 
Nations  and  of  neutrality,  to  refuse  the  permission. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  was  surprised  at  such  an  assertion, 
after  he  had  quoted  from  Vattel  and  the  late  Se- 
cretary of  State,  the  following  passages,  which  he 
should  again  quote,  as  they  luia  been  so  soon  for- 
gotten.    Vattel,  p.  489  says : 

"  Aa  long  as  a  neutei*  nation  wishes  to  enjoy  this 
situation  with  certainty,  it  ought  to  show  in  every  thing 
an  exact  impartiality  between  those  who  are  at  war ; 
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for  if  it  favors  the  one  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other,  it 
caQDot  com  plain  when  that  other  shall  treat  it  as  an 
adherent  and  associate  of  the  enemy ;  its  neutrality- 
would  be  a  fraudulent  one,  of  which  no  one  would  be 
the  dupe." 

Mr.  Jejferson,  pa^e  60,  speaking  of  the  fitting 
oat  of  priTateers,  wnich  stands  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  selling  of  prizes,  says : 

"  Since  we  are  bound  by  treaty  to  refuse  it  to  the  one 
party,  and  are  free  to  refuse  it  to  the  other,  we  are 
bound  by  the  laws  of  neutrality  to  refuse  it  to  that 
other." 

The  permission  to  sell  prizes,  certainly  fcivors 
the  one  party  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other ;  it  is 
only  with  that  view  that  it  is  required ;  were  it  a 
matter  of  indiffei'ence,  it  woola  not  be  asked. 
Vattelf  iken,  shows  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  Law 
of  Nations  for  a  neater  nation  ta  grant  it ;  and 
Mr.  Jefferson  shows  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  neutrality. 

But  how  does  the  gentleman  prove  that  it  is 
not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nentrality  ?  By  prov- 
ing that  a  neutral  nation  might  treat  belligerent 
nations  unequally,  where  it  was  in  consequence  of 
a  stipulation  prior  to  the  war,  and  having  no  par- 
ticttlar  reference  to  it.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  subscribed 
to  the  truth  of  that  doctrine,  but  it  was  the  very 
reverse  of  the  present  case.  How  could  a  case  of 
fluccor,  stipulated  prior  to  the  war,  and  having  no 
reference  to  it,  apply  to  a  case  where  it  was  ad- 
mitted there  was  no  stipuktion  prior  to  the  war, 
end  where  the  permission  to  sell  woald  have  re- 
ference to  the  existing  war  ?  The  gentleman  had 
mentioned  the  acquiescence  of  the  Executive  in 
the  sale  of  prizes;  but  that  proved  nothing.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  war  between  France 
and  England,  the  agents  of  the  former  exercised 
the  right  of  fitting  out  privateers,  and  of  holding 
prize  courts ;  as  well  might  it  be  said,  because  a 
stop  was  not  immediately  put  to  this  practice,  that 
the  Executive  had  acquiesced  in  it.  The  fact  was, 
that  these  sabjects  being  new  and  difficult,  much 
time  was  reqmred  to  regulate  them.  The  Presi- 
dent had  applied  to  Congress  for  aid  to  enforce 
^e  laws  of  neutrality ;  the  subject  being  properly 
before  them,  it  was  competent  to  them  to  prohibit 
every  thing  which,  not  being  granted  by  treaty. 
It  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  neutrality  to  permit : 
this  was,  therefore,  precisely  the  case  where  the 
Legislature  ought  to  interpose  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  country.  Instead  of  arming  Britain  with 
claims  of  indemnification  for  injuries  done  her  by 
the  sale  of  prLses  already  made,  the  sanctioning  of 
the  practice  by  striking  oat  the  clause,  would  fur- 
nish her  with  a  pretext  for  indemnification  for  all 
prizes  hereafter  sold.  France  could  not  reason- 
ably be  dissatisfied,  as  the  qaestion  had  never  been 
determined  by  the  Executive ;  she  had  not  been 
dissatisfied  with  the  refusal  to  fit  out  privateers 
and  hold  courts ;  and  yet  she  had  as  much  right 
to  complain  in  both  those  cases  as  in  the  present 
The  British  Minister  had  specified  the  sale  of 
prizes  among  the  causes  of  complaint,  as  a  devia- 
tion from  neutrality;  but  had  it  been  otherwise,  it 
would  not  alter  the  propriety  of  the  thing,  for 
there  were  other  parties  interested  besides  Eng- 


land, and  it  was  well  known  that  Spain  and  Hol- 
land were  dissatisfied. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUBE  spoke  in  favor  of  the  clause. 

Mr.  Goodhue  observed,  that  the  subject  1st 
within  a  very  narrow  compass.     If,  by  oar  treaty 
with  France,  they  had  a  nght  to  sell  their  prizei 
in  our  ports,  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  said. 
If  they  nad  no  such  right  by  treaty,  then  it  wa^ 
to  be  considered  how  far  giving  them  this  ri^t 
would  be  a  violation  of  our  present  neutrahty. 
As  to  the  treaty,  Mr.  Jefferson,  our  late  Secretarr 
of  State,  in  his  correspondence,  communicated  to 
us  the  present  session,  had  explicitly  said,  that  do 
such  claims  could  be  made  by  France,  by  virtue 
of  our  treaty  with  them,  to  such  a  measore.    Aiid^ 
indeed,  if  we  look  into  the  treaty  which  France 
made  with  Great  Britain  in  1786^  several  yetis 
after  the  one  they  had  formed  with  as,  we  shall 
have  all  doubts  removed  on  the  true  constractiua 
which  ought  to  be  had  upon  the  article  mutuallT 
existing  between  us,  by  virtue  of  which  soch  a 
ri^ht  is  pretended ;  for,  in  the  treaty  they  made 
with  Great  Britain,  they  expressly  stipulated  that 
in  case  either  party  should  be  at. war  with  any 
other  nation,  no  prizes  of  the  one  being  so  si 
war  shall  be  sold  in  the  ports  of  the  other ;  conse- 
quently, had  it  happened  that  we  had  been  at  war 
with  Great  Britain,  and  France  had  remained  in 
peace,  we  could  not,  by  the  article  in  our  treatr 
with  them,  have  had  such  an  indulgence.     Indeea. 
the  gentleman  from  Vir&^inia  [Mr.  Madison]  secsb 
to  give  up  the  right,  and  takes  it  up  on  the  groas(i 
of  expediency,  and  not  having  a  tendency  to  Tkh 
late  our  neutrality.    Mr.  Jefferson  has  also,  in  his 
correspondence,  laid  down  this  principle,  that  if  a 
neutral  nation  granted  a  favor  to  one  belli^renl 
Power,  which  she  withheld  from  the  other,  it  w» 
so  far  a  violation  of  neutrality :  this  principle  was 
incontrovertible.    Mr.  Madison  had  said,  we  had 
not  heard  that  the  British  Government  had  com- 
plained on  this  score  to  our  Minister  at  London; 
but,  though  that  was  true,  it  was  nevertheless  troe 
that  their  Minister  here  had  made  complaint  of  it 
to  us ;  and  Mr.  G.  was  of  opinion,  that,  in  settling 
bur  accounts  vritb  Great  Britain  for  the  spoliations 
they  have  committed  on  our  commerce,  they  would 
bring  as  a  charge  against  us,  the  prizes  made  of ' 
their  vessels,  which  we  had  permitted  the  sale  of : 
in  our  ports.    He  therefore  hoped  the  danse  would  I 
not  be  stricken  out,  agreeably  to  the  motion  for 
that  purpose.    Mr.  G.  further  observed,  that  it  i 
had  given  him  much  pain  to  see  so  man^  amend- 1 
ments  proposed  in  the  progress  of  this  bill,  to  de- 
prive the  Executive  and  Judicial  powers  of  this 
Government  from  being  vested  with  that  authority  ; 
so  essentially  necessary  to  restrain  the  licentioos 
from  committing  such    acts    as    unquestionably 
hazarded  the  tranquility  of  our  country. 

Mr.  Nicholas  and  Mr.  Tract  also  spoke,  and 
Mr.  Madison  rose  in  explanation. 

For  striking  out  the  clause  46 — against  it  37. 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported  the  bill,  with 
amendments. 

The  Houfte  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments ;  whereupon  amendments  to  the  first,  third, 
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ind  fourth  sections  of  the  said  bill  being  twice 
read,  were,  on  the  qaestion  severally  put  thereupon, 
igreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  said 
bill  being  twice  read,  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 
iftid  section,  in  the  words  following : 

''And  be  U  fitrther  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  to  sell,  within  the  United  States,  any  yessel  or 
{txHJs  captured  from  a  Prince  or  State,  or  from  the  sub- 
jects oT  dtizens  of  a  Prince  or  State  with  which  the 
United  States  are  at  peace,  which  vessel  or  goods  shall 
hare  been  captured  by  any  other  foreign  Prince  or 
State,  or  by  the  subjects  or  citiaens  of  such  Prince  or 
Stale,  unless  such  vessel  and  goods  shall  have  been  6rst 
carried  into  a  port  or  place  within  the  territory  of  the 
Priiice  or  State  to  which  the  captors  belong:  but  such 
Te$seL  and  goods  shall  be  carried  ont  of  the  United 
States  by  those  who  shall  have  brought  them  in.  And 
the  sale  of  any  vessel  or  goods,  prohibited  as  afore- 
said, BbalL  be  utterly  yoid." 

On  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  the  said 
amendment,  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiBrmatlve — 
JUS  48,  nays  88,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Theodoras  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tho- 
mas Blount,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Thomas  Claiborne, 
Abraham  Clark,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry 
Dearborn,  George  Dent,  WUliam  Findley,  William  B. 
Giles,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  George 
Haooock,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  John  Hunt- 
er, Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane, 
William  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlen- 
berg, Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  Joaiah  Parker,  Andrew  Pickens^ 
Fraacis  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott, 
John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable, 
Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nat& — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  John  Beat- 
ty,  Elias  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  David  Cobb, 
P^leg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas 
Fit&imons,  D wight  Foster,  Eaekiel  Gilbert,  James  Gil- 
lespie, Hemy  Glenn,  Benjsmin  Goodhue,  James  Gor- 
dtjo,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  John  Wilkes 
Rittera,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  Francis  Mal- 
booe,  William  Vans  Murray,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas 
Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trum- 
bdll,  John  £.  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wadswortb,  Artemas  Ward, 
Juho  Watts,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  then 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


TuBSDAT,  June  6. 

The  Spbakkr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  Arthur  St  Clair,  Governor  of  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
tquesting  a  speedy  decision  on  the  report  of  the 
cotomittee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  failure  of  the  expedition  carried  on  against  the 
Western  Indians,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
bundred  and  ninety-one ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
<iered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Scott  moved  that  certain  papers  should  be 
printed  On  them  had  been  founded  the  report  of 
the  committee,  as  to  the  fitilure  of  St  Clair*s  ex- 
pedition. 

Mr.  Clark  thought  that  it  would  be  better  to 
send  the  whole  papers  up  with  the  box  that  con- 
tained them  to  Washington  county,  which  the 
member  [Mr.  Scott,]  came  from,  and  if  one  or  two 
persons  there  wanted  to  read  them,  they  might  do 
it  in  the  manuscript 

Mr.  Datton  took  the  box  which  held  the  papers, 
and  emptied  it  on  the  floor.  They  made  up  a  num- 
ber of  large  bundles. 

Mr.  Scott  thought  that  it  woula  be  very  easy 
to  print  them.  It  was  observed,  that  before  papers 
were  ordered  to  be  printed,  it  was  a  rule  of  the 
House  to  have  them  read.  The  reading  would 
take  at  least  a  week,  though  the  House  were  to  do 
nothing  else.    The  motion  was  negatived. 

Resohed^  That  the  resolution  of  the  twenty-first 
ultimo,  authorizing  the  Prbsident  of  the  Senate 
and  Sprakbr  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
dose  the  present  session,  by  adjourning  their  re- 
spective Houses  on  this  day,  be  repealed ;  and  that, 
instead  thereof,  they  be  authorized  to  adjourn  their 
respective  Houses  on  Thursday,  the  fidh  instant,  to 
meet  on  that  by  law  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  carry 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendments 
disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  securing  and  collecting  the  du- 
ties on  foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills, 
wines,  and  teas,"  and  do  agree  to  the  said  amend- 
ments, with  certain  modifications  of  the  same,  agree- 
ably to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mes- 
sage: Whereupon, 

JResohed^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  all  the 
modifications  of  the  said  amendments,  as  proposed 
by  the  committee  of  conference,  except  the  amend- 
ment to  the  twelfth  section ;  and  that  the  Senate 
be  informed  that  this  House  have,  in  their  first  pro- 
ceeding on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  agreed 
to  the  amendment  to  the  said  twelfth  section,  as 
originally  proposed  by  the  Senate. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  on  the  bill  concerning  invalids ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto;  which  was  twice  read;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  report  a  state  of  facts,  with  their 
opinion  thereon,  relative  to  a  settlement  made  by 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  certain  claims 
against  the  United  States;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under  consider- 
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*^ion,  and  made  some  progress  therein.  And  on  the 
question  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
have  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  said  report,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  hill  to  make  further  com- 
pensation for  the  services  of  the  late  Robert  For- 
sjth,  Marshal  of  Georgia;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  consider- 
ation, and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-day. 

The  House' resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of 
Useful  Arts ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  .had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  maJe  an 
amendment  thereto;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 
It  was  so  read  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  appropriating  any  moneys  not  al- 
ready appropriated,  and  that  Mr.  Fitzsihons,  Mr. 
Sbdowick,  and  Mr.  Hillhousb,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  Spkakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
a  general  abstract  of  the  exports  of  the  United 
States  for  one  year,  ending  on  the  thirtieth  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  ;  also,  two  summary  statements,  for  the  same 
period,  exhibiting  the  value  of  the  exports  from 
each  State,  and  a  view  of  the  exportation  to  all  the 
foreign  Dominions  with  whom  the  United  States 
maintain  a  commercial  intercourse;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled,  **  An 
act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  refined 
sug^ars,*'  with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  House 
then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments, 
and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making 
certain  alterations  in  the  act  for  establishing  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  altering 
the  time  and  place  of  holding  certain  Courts ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  said 
bill  under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  make  further  compensation 
for  the  services  of  the  late  Robert  Forsyth,  Mar- 
shal of  Georgia,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  on 
the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  afBrmative — ^yeas  46,  nays  26,  as  fol- 
lows: 


YsAs. — Fisher  Ames,  Jamea  Armstroog,  Abnfaui 
Baldwin,  John  Beatty,  Benjamin  Bourne,  IVMiau  P. 
Games,  David  Cobb,  Pekg  CofiiD,  William  J.  Dav- 
son,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Findlcy,  Tbonuu  Fits- 
Simons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  iriclK>l&«  Oil- 
man, Henry  Glenn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samnel  Grffin, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Thonaas  Hartley,  Willistn  Hmd- 
man,  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes  Kitten,  Henrj  Lati* 
mer,  Amasa  Learned,  William  Lyman,  Frsods  MaI> 
bone,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murrej.  Jwiib 
Parker,  Andrew  Pickens,  Robert  Rutherford,  Tbomif 
Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  Smilie,  IstmI  Smitb, 
William  Smith,  lliomas  Sprigg,  Silas  Talbot»  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  John  K  Van  AJlen,  Peter  Va 
Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wsdavorth, 
and  John  Watts. 

Nxra — Thomas  Blount,  Elias  Bondinot,  Thomss 
Claiborne,  Abraham  Clark,  Joshua  Coit,  Issac  Olei, 
William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  James  Gordfla 
George  Hancock,  James  Hillhouse,  Matthew  Lxkc, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  McDowell*  Alexander  Mt- 
bane,  William  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Jo^pfa 
Neville,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Francis  Preston,  Jeremisli 
Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Fraocis 
Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  and  Joseph  Wiostoo. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  invalids  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House^ 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "i\n 
act  laying  additional  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,**  with  seTera) 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  conc1J^ 
rence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  also  agreed 
to  the  resolution  of  this  House,  to  repeal  the  re- 
solution of  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  two  Houses  on  this  day,  aod 
authorising  the  Presidrnt  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  close 
the  present  session,  by  adjourning  their  respedive 
Houses  en  Thursday,  the  5th  instant 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
nyents  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  laying  additional  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  State;, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels ;"  and,  the 
same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others 
disagreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Rfport 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanjing 
an  estimate  of  the  sums  which  require  to  be  ap- 
propriated, in  addition  to  those  provided  for  daring 
the  present  session ;  also,  a  statement  of  the  appro- 
priation of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  contingent  charges  of  GoTem- 
ment ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill,  ap- 
propriating any  moneys  not  already  appropriated. 

PURCHASE  OF  GALLEYS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ^'  An  act  to  authorize  the  PREsroExr  or 
THE  United  States,  during  the  recess  of  the 
present  Congress,  to  cause  to  be  purchased  or  built 
a  number  of  vessels,  to  be  equipped  as  galleys  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States.'* 
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Mr.  Parkes  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
^hole  House  be  discharged  from  the  farther  con- 
jderation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MuRRAT  objected  to  the  motion.  They 
could,  in  case  of  a  war,  be  very  useful. 

Mr.  Ltman  wondered  that  certain  gentlemen, 
rfao  had  objected  to  every  measure  for  avenging 
he  injuries  of  America,  were  so  forward  in  every 
Dfuisare  that  would  lead  this  country  into  expense. 
He  contended  that  there  was  no  danger  of  a  war. 
He  had  just  received  a  letter  from  New  Yoric, 
itatin|r  that  a  vessel  had  just  arrived  from  Eng- 
and,  which  brought  intelligence  down  to  the  17th 
}f  April.  The  combined  armies  were  making  off; 
ind  t!)e  country  from  which  we  have  most  reason 
to  fear  hostilities  is  internally  in  a  state  so  alarm- 
ing, that  she  is  likely  to  have  more  need  of  gal- 
leys for  her  own  protection  than   we  have  for 

OUffl. 

Mr.  HiLLHOnsE  observed,  that  he  was  one  of 
thc^e  who  came  linder  the  lash,  as  averse  to  aveng- 
ing the  injuries  of  America.  He  was,  however,  as 
independent  as  any  member  of  that  House ;  and 
was  answerable  only  to  his  own  conscience  for  his 
fonduct.  He  wished  that  gentlemen  would  spare 
Baca  reflections.  In  the  present  instance,  the  re- 
Dark  was  unfortunate,  because  the  bill  did  not  meet 
with  his  approbation.  He  had  no  idea  that  there 
would  be  occasion  for  galleys  or  anything  of  the 
kind. 

Mr.  Baldwih  approved  of  the  proposal  for  the 
galleys. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  on  this  sub- 
jwtr-Mr.  Trumbull  in  the  Chair ;  the  motion  for 
discharging  the  Committee  having  been  negatived 
—ayes  35,  noes  37. 

Mr.  Clark  rose  and  moved  that  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  should  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  Parker  seconded  the  motion.  He  never 
knew  of  any  good  that  galleys  had  done.  They 
eouid  not  be  made  to  stand  an  attack,  even  when, 
Is  at  Mud  fort,  under  the  shelter  of  fortifications. 
As  to  himself,  he  would  think  his  house  more  se- 
eore  with  no  galleys  at  all,  than  if  half  a  dozen 
vere  lying  in  the  front  of  it  Instead  of  a  defence, 
they  often  dkl  mischief  to  the  coast  Privateers,  or 
tl^'ips  of  war,  attacked  them ;  and  in  the  pursuit, 
landed  and  burnt  the  houses  in  the  neighborhood. 
This  was  the  aort  of  defence  which  they  afforded. 
He  would  be  glad  to  hear,  what  he  had  never  yet 
teen  able  to  hear,  viz.  of  any  service  of  any  kind 
that  they  had  performed. 

Mr.  Baldwin.  The  gentleman  has  got  his  frigates 
>nd  fortitications.  He  should  indulge  other  peo- 
ple with  modes  of  defence  that  they  are  anxious 
for.  If  they  are  of  no  use  in  James*  river,  do  not 
Kek  them.  They  will  not  be  given  to  those  who 
do  not  want  tbem.  There  is  no  fear  that  the  Pre- 
sident will  be  too  lavish  of  them.    The  Georgians 

Were  vastly  the  better  for  them  in  the  time  of  the 

war. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMOHs  afiirmed,  that  they  had  been  of 
▼ery  great  service  in  the  war.  They  were  of 
iDQch  Qse  in  the  Delaware.  They  stopped  for 
Bome  time  the  pro^^ress  of  the  British  army.  He 
vaa  informed  of  this  by  gentlemen  whom  he  could 


trust  as  much  as  he  could  do  any  body  in  that 
House. 

Mr.  MADisoif  knew  not  what  opinion  to  form  be- 
tween such  opposite  assertions.  Personally,  he  wan 
no  judge.  Only  the  bill  could  not  pass  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  if  it  passed  at  all ;  because  the  number 
of  galleys  must  be  limited  by  the  act 

Mr.  Sedgwick  was  against  tlie  galleys.  He, 
like  Mr.  Hillhoixse,  was  one  of  those  gentlemep 
who  came  under  the  lash  of  Mr.  Ltmar.  He  had 
voted  against  the  measures  referred  to  by  that  gen- 
tleman, but  he  was  aUo  against  the  present  Far- 
ther, the  gentleman  was'  entirely  mistaken  as  to 
the  quarter  from  whence  the  bill  came.  It  had 
been  supported  in  the  Senate  by  a  description  of 
persons  whom  the  gentleman  would,  to-morrow, 
be  calling  his  bosom  friends.  He  reprobated  all 
reflections  of  this  nature,  and  concluded  by  re- 
marking, that  ''the  gentleman's  reputation  should 
be  unblemished,  who  calls  that  of  other  people  in 
question.'* 

Mr.  Wadsworth  had  been  for  twenty  years  at 
sea;  so  he  should  know  something  of  the  matter. 
He  was  for  the  galleys.  If  they  went  off  at  Mud 
fort,  that  was  not  any  fault  in  them,  but  an  im- 
peachment of  the  conduct  of  those  who  conducted 
them.  In  some  places  they  were  very  useful.  A 
vessel  of  this  kind  might  be  constructed  that  would 
fight  all  the  privateers  of  Bermuda.  He  thought 
that  the  inhabitants  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia 
should  be  indulged  in  their  wishes.  He  named  an 
oflScer  in  the  latter  State,  who,  during  the  war,  did 
more  mischief  to  the  British  by  galleys,  than  was 
done  by  all  the  battles  fought  by  land  in  the  coun- 
try. At  New  London,  where  he  lived,  they  were 
not  worth  a  rush ;  but  in  many  situations  they 
might  be  very  useful. 

Mr.  Murray  likewise  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Ltman.  He  came  under  the  same  descrip- 
tion with  the  member  from  JVIassachu setts,  [Mr. 
Sedgwick.]  He  was  for  the  galleys.  He  gave  a 
de8cription  of  the  construction  of  the  galleys  and 
their  immense  conveniencies  in  certain  situations. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  pro- 
gress, and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wedhssdat,  June  4. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  certain  alterations  in 
the  act  for  establishing  the  Judicial  Courts,  and 
altering  the  time  and  place  of  holding  certain 
Courts,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Pre- 
sident OF  THE  United  States  to  receive  cessions 
of  land  for  the  sites  of  light-houses  and  beacons, 
under  certain  limitations;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
no  amendment  thereto. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  be  engross- 
ed, and  read  the  third  time,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
And  80  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Resolved^  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  request  that  he  would  re- 
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commend  to  the  People  of  the  United  States  a 
day  of  public  humiliation  and  prayer,  to  be  ob- 
served by  supplicating  Almighty  God  for  the  safety, 
peace,  and  welfare  of  these  States ;  and  that  Mr. 
ik>UDiifOT,  Mr.  NiLEs,  and  Mr.  Gtordon,  be  of  the 
said  committee,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cleric  of  this  House  do  carry 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Nicholas  Rieb ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  FiT^siMONS,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 
purposes  therein  expressed;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  a  settlement  of 
certain  expenses  of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans ;" 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment  there- 
to. The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  for  selling  wines  and 
foreign  distilled  spirituous  liquors  bv  retail,"  with 
several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments, and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pebsident  of  the  United  States  : 

CfentUmen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Hcute  of  Repreteniatives  : 

I  lay  before  Congress  the  copy  of  a  Letter,  with  its 
enclosure,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  it  being  an 
answer  to  a  Letter  from  the  Minister  to  him,  bearing 
date  the  22d  ultimo,  and  already  commanicatedL 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Unttkd  States,  June  4,  It 94 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  laying  additional  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,**  and  desire  a 
conference  with  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of 
the  said  amendments ;  to  which  conference  the  Se- 
nate have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  foregoing 
message.     Whereupon, 

Resolvedy  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate;  and  that  Mr. 
Giles,  Mr.  Ltmak,  and  Mr.  Datton,  be  anpointed 
managers  at  the  same  on  the  part  of  tiib  House. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  **  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  makiDj 
further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States ;"  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  report. 
ed  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tlie  Hoa^. 
The  said  bill,  with  the  amendment,  was  theo  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PURCHASE  OF  GALLEYS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  ConiDiit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pke- 
sioent  of  the  United  States,  during  the  rece«a 
of  the  present  Congress,  to  cause  to.  l^  purchaaed 
or  built  a  number  of  vessels,  to  be  equipped  as  gar 
leys,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  said,  that  the  galleys  of  Venice 
were  as  good  and  effective  vessels  as  any  that  irent 
to  sea :  so  much  for  galleys  in  general.  In  the  la^t 
war,  the  crew  of  one  galley  took  Greneral  Preseot 
and  four  hundred  men,  with  thirty  officers,  pri»orh 
ers;  and  this  vessel  mounted  only  one  gun,  aq 
eighteen  pounder.  He  wondered  that  any  gentle- 
man who  had  gone  through  the  war  could  hare 
forgot  this. 

Mr.  GiLLESFiB  enumerated  various  advantages 
that  were  to  be  derived  from  this  kind  of  oavil 
armament. 

Mr.  Giles  considered  this  mode  of  defence  u 
impracticable.  A  gentleman  from  Maryland  hid 
yesterday  specified  a  situation  wherein  it  would  be 
impracticable  for  a  privateer  to  beat  a  galley,  fiat 
it  was  to  be  presumed  that  the  former  would  hive 
sufficient  prudence  to  avoid  snch  a  siluatioo.  It 
was  time  enough  to  be  at  such  an  expense  wheo 
was  commenced. 

Mr.  W.  Smitei  said,  that  the  state  of  the  coan- 
try  was  very  doubtful,  and  it  was  .as  likely  that 
the  negotiation  would  end  in  war  as  in  pesce. 
The  proposal  of  fitting  out  privateers  was  only 
conditional,  in  case  the  Presidekt  should  jud^'e 
necessary. 

Mr.  Dayton. — If  this  section  of  the  bill  is  to 
stand  in  its  present  form,  it  is  wrong,  as  the  Dum- 
ber of  galleys  ought  to  be  limited.  He  did  not 
think  either  so  much  or  so  little  of  galleys  as  some 
gentlemen  who  had  spoken. 

Mr.  Giles  (in  reply  to  Mr.  W.  Smith)  observ- 
ed, that  he  never  had  been  for  war,  or  for  any 
measure  that  led  to  it.  The  gentleman  bad  in- 
sinuated that  he  [Mr.  G.]  always  retarded  mea- 
sures fur  arming.  It  was  extremely  indelicate  in 
the  gentleman  to  make  such  attacks.  He  ought 
to  give  some  credit  to  the  assertions  of  other  mem- 
bers who  declared  that  they  were  averse  to  a  war. 
The  same  idea  had  been  often  advanced  by  the 
same  gentleman  during  the  session,  and  had  not 
been  adverted  to,  perhaps,  from  the  contempt  io 
which  the  charge  was  held.  He  was  against  the 
galleys. 

Mr.  Bourne  never  yet  had  known  the  use  of 
galleys  in  Rhode  Island.    One  of  the  British  g^' 
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ijs  bad  been  taken  by  an  American  packet-boat, 
rhich  was  commanded  by  a  gentleman  who  since 
ad  a  seat  in  that  House.  He  was  for  striking  out 
be  st'Ction.  Galleys  had  been  of  no  use  to  the 
iritisn,  and  of  none  to  America. 
Mr.  Gillespie  was  for  the  galleya  As  to  per- 
}nal  reflections,  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
"bej  did  not  suit  him. 

Mr.  Parker  said,  that  he  had  made  the  original 
lotion  for  striking  out  the  clause,  and  he  adhered 
)  bis  opinion.  Ten  or  twelve  galleys,  during  the 
rar,  bad  cost  Virginia  seven,  eight,  or  ten  hundred 
bousand  dollars  for  no  purpose.  It  was  true,  that 
aneys  were  not  to  be  attacked ;  for  they  commonly 
ot  into  such  situations  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of 
Dj  enemy  except  the  mosquitoes.  Brave  men 
rould  fight  as  well  in  a  galley  as  any  where  else ; 
)ut  no  man  of  spirit  would  place  himself  in  them. 
If  this,  there  was  melancholy  experience  in  Vir- 
;iDia  during  the  war.  He  considered  the  bill  as 
tothing  but  a  useless  attack  upon  the  Treasury, 
ie  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  building,  of  twenty- 
;tiD  ships.  But  he  believed  that  the  danger  was 
)Ter,  and  that  the  nation  which  had  insulted  us  al- 
tady  would  insult  us  no  more. 

Mr.  GiLLon  wished  to  limit  the  number  of  the 
;alleys.  He  had  been  very  unweU,  which  had 
uodcred  him  from  attending  to  the  bill.  He  hoped 
Mt  the  explanations  of  some  gentlemen  would  be 
like  what  the  lawyers  call  a  bar  dinner  at  the  end 
)f  the  term.  They  would  promote  a  good  under- 
standing. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  in  favor  of  the  galleys. 

Mr.  Madison  wished  to  refer  the  clause  to  a 
special  committee. 

On  a  division  as  to  the  clause,  there  were  for 
striking  out — ayes  33,  noes  40. 

Mr.  GiLLBSPiB  moved  an  amendment,  that  the 
namber  of  galleys  should  not  exceed  ten ;  which 
»as  agreed  to. 

AftcT  some  further  conversation,  the  Committee 
nkse,  and  the  Chairman  reported  the  amendments. 
The  House  took  them  up,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  read  the 
third  time ;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  same  do 
pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  42, 
Qajs  32,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beat- 
ty.  Elias  Boudioot,  Thomas  P.  Carnes,  David  Cobb, 
I  eieg  Ciiffin,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Findley,  Tho- 
rns Fituimoo^,  Dwigbt  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  James 
(^tUe^pie,  Alexander  Gillon,  Benjamin  G<x>dhue,  James 
^d«jn,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomad 
Hartley,  William  Hindman,  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  Francis 
ilalbooe,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray, 
John  Nicholas,  Andrew  Pickens,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
WiUiam  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
TJiatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  IVumbulI,  John  E. 
Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadswortli, 
Jeremiah  Wads  worth,  Benjamin  Williams,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nays.— Theodorus  Bailey,  Thomas  Blount,  Benja- 
mm  Bourne,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Jo- 
sliua  Coit,  Isaac   Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry 


Dearbi)m,  George  Dent,  William  B.  Giles,  Nicholas 
Gilman,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel 
Maoon,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomery,  An- 
drew M()ore,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Ru- 
therford, Thomas  Soott,  John  Smilie,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Spring,  Abraham  Veuable,  Fran- 
cis Walker,  and  Joseph  Wmston. 


Thursday,  June  5. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  to  make  further  compensation  for  the  services 
of  the  late  Robert  Forsyth,  Marshal  of  Georgia," 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this-  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments, and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Rieb 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

INVALID   PENSIONERS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  resolution  reported  by 
the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  two  Reports 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  statements 
in  the  cases  of  claimants  for  invalid  pensions ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  resolu- 
tion under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  said  resolution,  as  amended,  was  again  read, 
and,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  follows : 

Mesoloed,  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the  (Tnited  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled^  That  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partment of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to 
make  out  an  exact  list  of  the  names  of  each  per- 
son returned  to  him  as  invalid  pensioners  by  the 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States 
signing  themselves  as  Commissioners,  under  the 
act  of  Congress  passed  the  twenty-third  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  en- 
titled **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  widows  and  orphans,  barred  by  the  limit- 
ations heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  invalid  pensions ;"  and  to  return  to  the 
Judge  of  each  district  one  copy  of  such  list,  stating 
particularly  the  district  from  which  each  person 
was  returned,  and  that  all  are,  by  Congress,  di- 
rected not  to  be  entered  on  the  pension  list.  And 
the  said  Secretary  is  further  directed  to  return  to 
each  District  Judge  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  such 
persons  as  have  been  returned  as  invalid  pension- 
ers by  the  District  Judges,  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gresSf  passed  the  twenty-eighth  of  February,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  claims  to  invalid  pensions," 
distinguishing  those  who  have  been  placed  on  the 
pension  list  and  those  who  have  not  been  placed 
on  the  same,  by  reason  of  their  testimony  being 
incomplete,  statmg  particularly  the  legal  requisite 
or  requisites  wanting  in  the  evidence  of  each, 
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^nd  naming  such  of  them  whose  evidence  of  leav- 
ing the  service  is  not  lodged  in  his  office.  And 
the  Judges  of  the  several  District  Courts,  upon 
receipt  of  the  above-described  lists  and  statements 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
are  hereby  directed  forthwith  to  publish  the  same 
in  every  part  of  their  respective  districts,  adding 
to  such  publication  the  time  when  the  act  regulating 
the  claims  to  invalid  pensions  expires. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  fi'om  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  '^  An  act  for  the  remission  of  the  duties 
on  certain  distilled  spirits  which  have  been  destroy- 
ed by  fire  ;^'  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto.  The  said  bill  was  then  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

COMPENSATION  TO  CERTAIN  CLERKS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  allowing  an  additional  compensa- 
tion to  the  Principal  Clerks  in  the  Department  of 
State,  and  in  the  Treasury  and  War  Departments, 
for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four;^^  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no  amend- 
ment thereto. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  be  now 
read  the  third  time,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ^yeas  43,  nays  32,  as  follows: 

Yka9. — Fisher  Ames,  Theodorus  Bailey,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Gabriel  Christie,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  CoflSn, 
William  J.  Dawson,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Find- 
ley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Dwight  JB'oster,  Ezekiel  Gil- 
bert, Nicholas  Oilman,  Henry  Qlenn,  James  Gordon, 
Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister, 
William  Hindman,  Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned, 
Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans 
Murray  Joseph  Neville,  Andrew  Pickens,  Francis  Pres- 
ton, Robert  Rutherford,  Theodore  Sedgwiciz,  William 
Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trum- 
bull, Jolm  E.  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter 
Van  Gaasbeck,  Abrahahi  Venable,  Pelcg  Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts, 
Benjamin  Williams,  and  Richard  Winn. 

NAva — John  Beatty,  Thomas  Blount,  Elias  Boudinot, 
Thomas  P.  Games,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Joshua  Coit, 
Isaac  Coles,  George  Dent,  William  B.  Giles,  James 
Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Ljman,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Francis  Malbone,  Joseph 
M'Dowell,  WiUiain  Montgomery,  Anthony  New,  John 
Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah 
Parker,  Thomas  Scott,  John  Smilie,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Silas  Talbot,  George 
Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwefl,  Francis  Walker,  and 
Joseph  Winston. 

The  said  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  continue  in  force 
the  **  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  and  pablic  piera  ;*'  and  that  Mr.  Boudinot, 


Mr.  William  Smth,  and  Mr.  Bcnjakix  Bocisx, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  managers  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  conference  irith 
the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Houses  to  tht 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  laying  additional  duties  oo 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  Tes> 
sels,'*  made  a  report    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede,  in  part, 
from  their  disagreement  to  the  second  amendmetit 
of  the  first  section,  and  doth  agree  to  the  same, 
with  an  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  wonJi 
"  one  cent  and  a  half,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  there* 
of,  "  one-half  a  cent" 

Besohed,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  thdr 
disagreement  to  the  last  amendment  to  the  fir4 
section. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  tbeit 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  for  striking  oii 
the  fourth  section  of  the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pro* 
pare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  continue  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  the  fees  is 
Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  District  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes;'*  aod 
that  Mr.  Boitdinot,  Mr.  William  Smith,  and 
Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  appropm- 
tions  for  certain  purposes  therein  expressed ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  r^^ 
ported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments, 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Boudinot,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limitcil 
time,  the  '^Act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
establishment  and  support  of  light  bouses,  beacons, 
buoys,  and  public  piers ;"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-day.  The  bill  was  subsequently  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Bol^inot,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  liinittni 
time,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  the 
fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
eno;rossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day.  The 
bill  was  subsequently  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  a  resolution  that 
the  resolution  of  the  third  instant  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  two  Houses  on  this  day  be  rescinded; 
and  that  the  Presidknt  of  the  Senate  and  Speak- 
er of  the  House  of  Bepresentatires  be  authorised 
to  close  the  present  session,  by  adjourning  their 
respective  Houses  on  Monday,  the  ninth  instant, 
to  meet  again  on  the  day  by  law  appointed;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


69 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


110 


VBE,  1794.] 


Proceedings, 


[H.  or  R. 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
itioD,  and,  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  HoQse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
be  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
>  whom  was  referred  the  remonstrance  of  the 
eople  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  relative 
9  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mbsissippi;  and, 
fler  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
orted  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report 
nder  consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolution 
bereupon ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
be  House,  as  follows : 

Eaolved^  That,  as  it  appears  from  the  eommuni- 
ations  of  the  Executive,  that  the  right  of  the 
Joited  States  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mia- 
iaaippi  is  now  the  subject  of  negotiation  with  the 
^art  of  Spain ;  and,  as  it  is  the  interest  of  the 
Joited  States,  and  every  part  thereof^  to  come  to 
a  amicable  adjuatment  of  the  right  in  that  mode, 
ither  than  resort  to  any  means  Constitutionally 
lelooging  to  the  Legislature,  no  further  proceedings 
hould  be  had  on  the  said  remonstrance,  during  the 
iresent  session  of  Congress. 

The  SpBAKca  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
bm  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  further 
oformation  relative  to  recent  events  on  the  South- 
reatern  frontiers  of  the  United  States ;  which  wai 
ead,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
be  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter 
Tom  the  Attorney  General,  of  the  twenty-first 
iltifflo,  accompanying  a  table  of  costs  and  fees  for 
iie  Courts  of  the  Uiuted  States.    Whereupon, 

RisohDed^  That  the  table  of  fees  reported  by  the 
Attorney  General  be  referred  back  to  him,  with 
lireetions  that  he  do  report  to  this  House,  during 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  such  tables  of  fees, 
um}  regulations  relative  to  the  same,  as,  on  a  com- 
parative view  of  the  fees  taxable  in  the  several 
Sutes,  shall,  in  his  opinion,  be  proper  to  be  esta- 
blished for  the  Courts  of  the  United  SUtes. 

On  motion, 

Booked,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
laj  before  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  each 
iDQiul  session,  within  ten  days  after  the  com- 
nencement  of  the  same,  a  distinct  account  of  the 
revenues  arising  under  the  several  duties  and 
tuea,  and  of  the  expense  attending  the  collection 
of  each  particular  duty  or  tax,  as  far  as  such  ex- 
pense can  be  diacriminated ;  and  also  of  the  num- 
ber of  officers  employed  in  collecting  the  public 
revenue,  and  the  allowances  made  to  them,  re- 
ipectively. 


FszDAT,  June  6. 

It  being  suggested  that  a  mistake  had  occurred 
la  the  enrolment  of  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  lay- 
iog  additional  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
euodlae,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels  f  on  motion, 

Retolftai,  That  the  Committee  of  Enrolment 
be  anthorized  to  amend  the  enrolled  bill,  entitied 
"  An  aet  laying  additional  duties  on  ffoods,  wares, 
•ad  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
ud  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  veesels,"  by  strikmg 
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out  the  word  **  next,**  in  the  second  line  of  the  first 
section,  and  by  inserting,  instead  thereof,  the  word 
"instant;**  also,  by  making  a  corresponding  alter> 
ation  throughout  the  bill,  and  by  striking  out,  in 
the  title  thereof,  the  words  **  and  on  the  tonnage  of 
ships  or  vessels  ;**  that  the  engrossed  bill  be  amend- 
ed conformably  thereto ;  and  that  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate  be  requested,  by  message,  in  this 
resolution. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  aereed  to  the  resolution  of  this 
House,  authorizing  the  Committee  of  Enrolment 
to  amend  the  enrolled  bill,  entitied  **  An  act  laying 
additional  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  or  vessels." 

The  present  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  having 
omitted  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  for  some 
time  past, 

JB^hed,  That  the  House  will  now  proceed  to 
choose  another  Doorkeeper  in  his  room,  to  com- 
mence his  services  from  and  after  Monday  next 

The  House  accordingly  proceeded,  by  ballot, 
to  the  choice  of  a  Doorkeeper;  and,  upon  examin- 
inff  Uie  ballots,  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
Whole  House  was  found  in  favor  of  Thomas 
Ciaxton. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  a 
Health  Officer  for  the  town  of  Baltimore;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto;  which  were  severally  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  conuder  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  noose  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
certain  purposes  therein  expressed ;  and  the  same, 
being  read,  were  agreed  to.  The  said  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended  at  the  Clerk*s  table,  and,  together 
with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Griffith  Jones ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report 
under  consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  follows : 

Heeoked,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  authorizing  the  pr9per  officers  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  account  of  Griffith  Jones,  as 
not  barrad  by  the  act  of  limitation. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fihdlet,  Mr.  Swift,  Mr. 
Vah  Alleh,  Mr.  Cadwaladeb,  and  Mr.  Chris- 
tie, be  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said  resolu- 
tion. « 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  a  Health  Officer 
for  the  town  of  Baltimore,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 
The  House  proceeded  to  oonalder  the  report  of 
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the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of 
Samuel  PrioleaUi  wiiieh  lay  on  the  table :  where- 
upon, 

Reeoltedy  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  to  settle  the  accounts  of 
Samuel  PrioleaUi  as  not  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitation. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Findlet, 
Mr.  Swift,  Mr.  Vaw  Allen,  Mr.  Cadwalader, 
and  Mr.  Christie,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  concerning  invalids;*'  also,  the  bill  entitled 
**  An  act  laying  duties  on  property  sold  at  auction,** 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House :  the  Senate  have  also 
passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  more  effec- 
tual protection  of  the  Southwestern  frontier  set- 
tlers,*' with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Findlet,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  Griffith  Jones  and  Samuel  Prioleau ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  reports  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  tlie  memorials  of  the  Clerks 
in  several  of  the  Public  Offices;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under  con- 
sideration, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  follows : 

Beeohedy  That  Leighton  Wood,  Clement  C. 
Brown,  Joshua  Dawson,  Joseph  Stretch,  Charles 
Tomkins,  William  Shepherd,  John  Little,  John 
Hindman,  John  Matthews,  George  Mitchell,  John 
Thompson,  Miles  F.  Clossey,  Benjamin  Bankson, 
Philip  Audebert,  Benjamin  Betterton,  and  Joseph 
Parker,  Clerks  in  the  Public  Offices,  and  the  fami- 
lies  of  George  Walker,  Jacob  S.  Howell,  Charles 
Wilson,  Thomas  O'Hara,  and  Matthew  Walker, 
also  Clerks  in  the  Public  Offices,  and  of  James 
Davison,  a  Clerk  in  the  Post  Office,  be  allowed, 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  the  sum 

of dollars. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Tract, 
Mr.  MoNTGOMERT,  and  Mr.  Wiluams,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  laying  duties  on  property  sold  at  auction;" 
and,  the  same  bein?  read,  were  agreed  to. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of 
the  claims  of  Griffith  Jones  and  Samuel  Prioleau, 
against  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *■  An  act 
to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts ;' "  and,  the 
same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 


REGISTRATION  OF  SBAMEN. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  registratioD  tod 
protection  of  American  seamen. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  was  against  the  bill    It  wonid 
be  extremely  unfavorable  to  the  American  dstI- 
gation ;  because  every  man  on  board  of  our  Te»> 
sels,  who  has  not  a  certificate,  will,  in  futnre,  if 
the  law  takes  place,  be  considered  as  not  an  Ame- 
rican.   There  are  not  one-tenth  part  of  the  sailors  of 
the  port  of  Philadelphia  natives  of  the  countrr. 
They  are  the  fragments  of  all  nations ;  bat  th«)r 
do  their  business  for  the  most  part  very  well.    He 
thought  that  the  bill  had  much  better  be  laid  aside 
for  the  present.    There  was  one  difference  be- 
tween this  country  and  Britain,  that  had  nerer 
yet  been  settled.     Britain  insists  upon  considering 
as  her  own  lawful  subjects  all  persons  bom  in  that 
country,  or  its  dependencies,  who  had  not  been  ia  ' 
the  American  service  at  the  time  when  the  Decia-' 
ration  of  Independence  was  made.     This  difficoU 
ty  it  had  never  yet  been  found  practicable  to  re- 
move. 

Mr.  MuRRAT  defended  the  bill.    It  was  not  his 
intention,  when  he   moved    the  consideration  of 
this  subject,  to  promise  a  complete  system  in  this 
desirable  point — his  wish  was  rather  to  secore  the 
advantages  which  certainly  were  within  our  reach, 
than  Quixotically  to  encounter  or  to  dispute  the 
claims  of  foreign  nations  on  the  point  which  the 
gentleman    had    alluded    to— Britain    rested  her 
claims  to  allegiance  on  a  feudal  principle,  that  no 
subject  cauld,   by  any  act  of  his   own,  by  anr 
change  of  time,  place,  or  of  oath,  free  himseif 
from  his  allegiance  to  his  liege  lord,  as  that  nata* 
ral  allegiance  is  indissoluble.    He  contests  this 
principle,  so  inconvenient  to  mankind,  at  present. 
As  the  extent  of  this  operation  is  a  point  which 
cannot  be  settled  by  an  act  of  this  body,  it  ma^ 
be  determined  by  negotiation,  and  a  convention 
stipulating  the  precincts  of  right  on  this  import- 
ant question.     As  to  the  argument,  that  those  irho 
shall  not  obtain  these  protections  will,  though  re- 
ally   Americans,    be    liable    to    impressment,  it 
would  apply  with  equal  force  to  any  other  period 
at  which  this  subject  should  be  taken  up.    The 
very  nature  of  the  subject  precludes  the  uniform 
operation  of  a  law  of  this  sort     As  to  time  ar.d 
place,  seamen  are  never  all  of  them  on  shore^ 
half  are  generally  aboard,  half  on  shore — ^it  is  not 
so  with  laws  operating  on  land  men,  who  are  sta- 
tionary, and  can  be  uniformly  acted  on,  at  the 
same  moment     Besides,  this  Sill  does  not  render 
it  the  duty  of  seamen  to  obtain  evidence,    if  it 
did,  the  argument  would  apply,  as  it  would  then 
be  concluded,  that  those  who  had  not  protections 
were  not  entitled  to  them.    The  bill  only  enjoins  it 
as  a  duty  on  Collectors  to  do  certain  thmgs  on  ap- 
plication.   This  objection  iis  then  not  to  the  bill,  bnt 
to  the  nature  of  the  subject  of  it    Mr.  M.  stated 
the    circumstances    that   took    place    during  the 
Nootka  Sound  impressment,  where  so  many  Ame- 
ricans were  ignominiously  impressed.    He  hoped 
in  a  few  years  to  see  a  strong  line  drawn  between 
our  seamen  and  those  of  all  other  nations,  and  he 
could  not  believe  but  that  if  our  own  seamen  ca^ 
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ied  oat  such  evidence  of  birth  and  of  citizenship 
£  the  bill  demanded,  even  the  British,  whose  in- 
olence  had  been  so  recently  manifested,  would 
«j  as  much  respect  to  such  evidence,  when  en- 
ered  in  the  ships'  papers,  as  they  will  to  clear- 
inces  or  other  papers  certified  under  the  authori 
ies  of  the  United  States. 
1126  general  object  of  the  bill  was  to  protect 
teftmen  from  foreign  impressment,  but  some  col- 
iteral  benefits  naturally  were  attendant  on  the 
Dain  object  By  bee;inning  a  registration  of  sea- 
Den,  the  country  will  in  time  derive  the  advan- 
age  of  knowing  the  number  of  seafaring  citizens, 
)n  whom  she  may  rely  in  time  of  war — ^and  the 
ounicipal  rights  of  citizens  will  be  rendered  more 
«cure  in  case  of  intestacy  occurring  among  a 
Mxly  who  are  fond  of  change,  whose  names,  births, 
md  place  of  general  residence,  being  identified  be- 
fore they  leave  the  country,  their  heirs  will  have 
tdditional  security.  On  this  part  of  the  bill,  he 
rould  remark  that  nothing  more  than  an  outline 
9f  a  larger  system  than  could  be  completely  or- 
onized  was  intended.  In  time,  when  practice 
shall  have  pointed  the  attention  of  seamen  to 
tbLs  subject,  a  very  good  provision  may  be  in- 
^fted  to  great  advantage  under  the  principle  of 
registers,  the  obliging  of  captains  to  return  a  list 
9f  the  seamen  who  may  come  home,  with  the 
cause  of  absence  of  such  as  may  not  return,  all 
of  whose  names  will  have  been  previously  ro- 
istered. This  was  a  few  years  since  the  practice 
in  France,  and  was  an  attention  to  the  seamen 
and  their  interest,  which  was  worthy  of  imitation, 
as  it  secured  their  effects  and  wages  to  their  legal 
representatives.  This,  however,  could  not  be 
done  till  usage  had  familiarized  both  captains  and 
sailors  to  a  practice  of  registering,  from  motives 
of  immediate  personal  protection,  as  is  intended 
by  this  bill.  The  Collector  of  the  district  who 
gires  clearances  to  vessels  is  obliged  by  the  bill  to 
keep  this  book,  in  which  he  is  to  enter  the  names, 
a^es,  places  of  birth,  and  of  general  residence,  of 
all  American  seamen  who  may  apply  with  well 
atti^ted  proof  of  the  fiict  and  circumstance  of 
birth  or  of  citizenship.  After  he  has  entered 
thtse  things  in  his  book,  he  is  to  make  a  short 
mtmorandum  of  this  in  each  case  in  the  clearance 
<)f  the  vessels,  certifying  that  the  memorandum  is 
fraDi  authenticated  evidence.  He  is  then  to  give 
the  seamen  a  certificate  called  a  protection,  which 
▼ill  likewise  be  a  short  memorandum  from  the 
evidence  stated,  attested  by  himself,  and  under 
>cal,  and  then  return  to  the  seaman  all  his  original 
papers.  The  original  papers  are  to  be  returned 
that  a  seaman  who  has  once  obtained  them  may 
he  enabled  to  have  similar  protection  granted  him 
at  any  port  in  the  United  States  subsequently,  if 
he  should  happen  to  embark  at  a  distance  m>m 
the  place  where  he  could  most  easily  obtain  evi- 
dence of  the  highest  degree,  that  of  parents  or 
neighbors  in  early  life.  Thus,  a  seaman  obtain- 
ing evidence  in  Baltimore,  might,  at  Boston,  on 
another  voyage,  be  assisted,  and  receive  a  protec- 
tion. He  will,  of  course,  feel  a  pride,  as  well  as 
interest,  in  the  safe-keeping  of  these  papers.  They 
^1  prove  firequently  the  means  of  protection  and 


aid  to  him  in  foreign  countries,  and  operate  by  a 
ready  association  of  interest  and  affection  in  his 
mind,  as  a  badge  of  national  glory,  and  an  incen- 
tive to  patriotism.  We  must,  at  least,  trust  to 
practice  for  protection  in  all  provisions  of  this 
sort  We  must  suppose  a  wisdom  in  Government 
that  will  avail  itself  of  that  trust  which  practice 
never  fails  to  suggest  He  well  knew  there  were 
many  difficulties  in  the  way,  yet  he  did  not  despair 
of  partial  success,  though  complete  security  were 
unattainable,  as  long  as  the  rights  of  citizenship, 
adverse  to  the  obligations  of  natural  allegiance,  as 
it  is  called  in  England,  remained  unsettled,  or  at 
least  not  recognized  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain  by  convention.  If  we  do  not  now 
begin  the  system,  it  must  be  done  some  other  time, 
and  the  objections  he  had  heard  would  apply  to 
any  other  period,  so  it  was  good  policy  to  begin 
now  if  at  all. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  objected  to  the  bill,  as  at  present 
impracticable.  He  moved  that  this  Committee  do 
now  rise. 

Mr.  Datton  seconded  the  motion.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  we  were,  in  this  case,  like  a  dwarf 
taking  the  standard  height  of  a  full  grown  man  to 
measure  himself  by.  All  seamen  of  the  United 
States,  who  wanted  this  certificate,  would,  in  fu- 
ture, be  seized,  and  it  was  certain  that  many 
would  neglect  to  get  it 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  the  question  being 
taken  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
have  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  said  bill.  It  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Orderwi,  That  the  Committee  to  whom  was 
committed  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on 
the  memorial  of  Peter  Perrit  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  same,  and  that  the 
said  memorial  be  again  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  with  instruction  further  to  examine  the  same, 
and  make  report  thereon  at  the  next  session. 

SOUTHWESTERN  FRONTIER. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the 
Southwestern  frontier  settlers :"  whereupon, 

The  first  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  first  three 
sections  of  the  said  bill,  being  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

"Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Sense  of  Repre- 
tentativea  of  the  United  8tatee  of  America  in  Cofiffvesn 
aeaembled^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  call  out,  from  time  to 
time,  as  occasion  may  require*  any  number  of  militia, 
belonging  to  the  states  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina, 
North  Carolina,  Virginia,  or  the  Territory  South  of  the 
river  Ohio,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  ten  thousand, 
as  may  at  any  time  be  by  him  thought  necessary  to 
carry  on  offensive  operations  a^^ainst  the  Creek  and 
Cherokee  nations  or  tribes  of  Indians;  Provided, 
That  the  militia  to  be  called  out  be  not  continued  in 
service  for  a  longer  term  than  six  mouths,  at  any  one 
timet 

"Saa  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  establish  such 
military  posts  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  perma- 
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nent  security  of  the  Southwestern  frontier  settlers ;  and 
that  the  posts,  so  to  be  established,  shall  be  guarded  by 
troops  from  the  line  of  the  present  Military  establish- 
xnent,  or  by  the  militia  from  the  States  and  Territory 
aforesaid,  as  the  President  may  judge  most  expedient ; 
uid  between  every  two  of  the  said  posts  there  shall  be 
kept  up  a  constant  patrol  of  mounted  rangers. 

**  Sxa  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  the  militia 
to  be  employed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall,  while  in  the 
service,  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  rations,  pay,  and 
clothing,  or  money  in  lieu  thereof,  as  the  troops  now  in 
the  service  of  th^  United  States  are  entitled  to." 

And,  in  lieu  thereof,  insert : 

*'  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  ffoute  of  Repreeenta- 
Hieet  of  the  United  States  of  Amerieaj  in  Congreea  at- 
eembled^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
be,  and  he  hereby  is^  authorized  to  raise,  for  three  years, 
unless  sooner  discharged,  within  the  States  of  Georgia, 
South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  the  Territory 
South  of  the  Ohio,  and  Virginia,  an  additional  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  consisting  of  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
and  solely  to  appoint  the  commissioned  officers  thereto, 
and  organize  the  same,  according  to  the  present  Es- 
tablishment :  Provided,  That,  if  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  of  opinion  that  any  part  of  the 
legion  now  in  service,  whether  officers  or  privates,  can, 
without  detriment  to  the  public  service,  be  transferred, 
and  constitute  a  part  of  tne  regiment  herein  provided, 
he  be  authorized  to  make  such  transfer. 

"Ssa  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  non- 
eonamissioned  officers,  privates,  and  musicians,  of  the 
■aid  regiment  shall  receive,  as  a  bounty,  the  sum  of 
twenty  dollars,  one  half  to  be  paid  immediately  after 
enlistment,  the  other  half  at  the  end  of  three  months 
thereafter :  and  that  they, together  with  the  commission- 
ed officers,  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances, 
in  all  respecta,  and  be  governed  by  the  same  rules  and 
articles  of  war,  as  the  other  troops  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  GiLKS  expressed  the  utmost  surprise  at  such 
a  proposal.  First,  it  had  been  projected  to  raise  a 
standing  army  of  fifteen  thousand  men,  then  twen- 
ty-fire thousand,  then  ten  thousand ;  and  now, 
when  all  these  schemes  bad  been  put  to  an  end, 
this  regiment  of  eleven  hundred  and  forty  men 
has  appeared.  Proteus  never  assumed  a  greater 
number  of  shapes  than  this  attempt  has  done.  His 
jealousy  was  highly  excited  by  such  a  steady  ad- 
herence to  an  idea  so  extremely  offensive.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  did  not  wish  to  be 
trodden  down  by  a  Continental  army.  How  this 
amendment  might  sit  on  the  stomachs  of  some 
people,  he  could  not  say ;  but,  if  he  were  one  of 
the  gentlemen  who  represented  the  people,  from 
whom  the  requisition  for  defence  had  come,  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  would  sit  very  badly  in- 
deed upon  his  stomach. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  a  bill  had  been  wanted 
to  protect  the  frontiers,  but,  by  this  amendment, 
the  bill  would  tcourge  them.  He  wondered  at 
the  pertinacity  of  some  people,  in  adhering  to  the 
idea  of  a  standing  army.  Mr.  N.  enlarged  consid- 
erably on  the  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  McDowBLL  had  lived  long  on  the  frontiers, 
and  he  believed  that  he  underst^d,  from  personal 
experience,  what  was  the  proper  mode  of  defend- 
ing them,  as  well  as  perhaps  any  gentleman  on 


that  floor.    He  was  against  the  amendmeDt,  be- 
cause he  knew  from  repeated  experiments,  that 
regular  troops  were,  in  this  kind  of  service,  alto- 
gether  useless.     The  militia  of  the  frontiers,  vho 
knew  the  country,  and  whose  habits  of  life  made 
them  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  character  of 
the  enemy  whom  they  had  to  encounter,  were  the 
only  proper  forces  to  oppose  the  Indians,  with 
success.     But  why  Government  should  borden  it- 
self with  an  useless  expense,  or  the  people  with  t 
kind   of  defence  which   they  disliked,  Mr.  McD. 
did  not  know.     Perhaps  there  was  ne  part  of  the 
Union  that  had  behaved  so  prudently  and  so  pa- 
cifically  as  the  citizens  on  the  Southwestern  fnA- 
tiers.     Yet  Indian  treaties  were  constantly  broken 
by  the  savages  themselves.    Qentlemen  who  had 
never  been  witnesses  to  the  scene,  did  not  feel  it, 
with  adequate  comprehension  or  sensibilitj.   A 
man  went   to  his  corn-field,  along  with  bis  son, 
who  was  shot  dead  by  his  side.     He  came  borne, 
and  found  his  wife  and  the  rest  of  his  familj  mur- 
dered.    Circumstances  of  this  kind,  and  of  which 
Mr.   McD.   drew  an  affecting  picture,  were  too 
dreadful  for  human  patience  to  support 

Bir.  BouoiNOT  thought  that  the  militia  could  not 
be  kept  together  for  six  months,  and  that  it  wis 
better  to  have  regular  troops. 

Mr.  Amis  replied  to  Mr.  Giles.    It  was  wrocg 
to  say  that  this  was  part  of  a  system,  and  that  the 
twenty-five  thousand  men  had  been  part  of  it  He 
saw  no  such   thing.     We  have  one  Indian  wir 
already,  which  is  enough  at  a  time.    Those  whom 
we  are  now  to  quarrel  with,  are  three  times  more 
numerous  than  those    to    the  Northwest    The 
Creeks,  Cherokees,   Choctaws,  and   Chickasaws, 
were,  as  Mr.  A.  had  been  informed,  fifteen  thou- 
sand fighting  men.    He  did  not  think  that  there 
were  too  many  Indians  on  the  frontier,  anj  more 
than  too  many  wild  beasts.     The  one  might,  br 
skilful  management,  be  rendered  as  harmless  as 
the  other.     Even  the  success  of  an  Indian  war,  br 
extending  our  frontier,  augments  the  number  of 
our  enemies ;  so  that  the  task  is  hopeless,  and  has 
no  end.    Distance  from  the  Seat  of  Government 
would  increase,  and  with  it  the  charges  of  de 
fence.     He  was  not  one  of  those  who  wished  to 
exterminate  these    poor    creatures.     He  recom- 
mended a  system  of  restraint  on  both  sides.   He 
could  wish  for  something  as  strong  as  the  Cbioese 
wall  to  separate  them.     When    an    exasperated 
militia  went  out,  what  were  we  to  expect,  but  that 
the  first  man  with  a  red  skin  whom  they  mtt 
would  be  shot  ?    Presently  you  discover  that  yoa 
have  been  shooting  an  Indian  of  the  wrong  na- 
tion, while,  in  the  mean  time,  this  whole  nation 
rises  and  attacks  you.    The  Continental  troops, 
as  being  less  exasperated,  were  less  apt  to  fall  into 
mistakes  of  this  kind.     He  did  not  wish  the  militia 
to  be  called  out  in  such  numbers,  as  were  proposed, 
b^  the  bill  when  sent  up  to  the  Senate.   He  wished, 
if  possible,  for  a  restraint  on  both  parties.    He  was 
for  the  amendment 

Mr.  Murray  was  of  the  same  opinion.  It  wis 
not  once  in  ten  times  that,  when  an  Indian  was 
killed  by  a  white  man,  the  murderer  could  be 
convicted.    As  to  the  standing  army  being  to 
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bject  of  alarm,  he  ridiculed  that  idea.  But,  at 
nj  rate,  it  was  possible  to  limit  the  operations  of 
bis  regiment  of  eleyen  hundred  and  forty  men  to 
he  Southwestern  frontier,  if  gentlemen  were 
fraid  of  their  being  marched  up  and  down  the 
ountry. 

Mr.  GiLLON  said,  that  there  was  [something  in 
his  question,  just  like  that  some  days  since,  about 
be  galleys.  If  you  do  not  want  them,  they  shall 
tot  be  forced  upon  you.  He  could  not  see  their 
ise  in  South  Carolina.  It  was  a  body  of  militia 
hat  was  wanted.  There  are  no  tumults  in  South 
Carolina  to  be  repressed  by  a  standing  army.  The 
tzpedition  against  Spain  is  knocked  up.  What  oc- 
aision,  then,  can  there  be  for  them  ?  He  feared  that 
his  corps  was  only  a  part  of  the  old  leaven,  the 
l^lding  of  a  bad  pill.  He  liked  this  proposal  better 
than  the  others  of  the  same  sort,  only  because,  as 
the  numbers  are  inferior,  the  evils  are  less.  Mr.  G. 
hid  no  idea  of  hiring  other  people  to  do  for  us 
vhat  we  can  do  for  ourselvefc  He  had  voted  against 
the  twenty-five  thousand  men,  and  the  ten  thou- 
land,  and  he  should  also  vote  against  the  present 
namber. 

Mr.  Madoov  said,  that  he  would  not  enter  at 
lar^  into  this  subject,  but  there  was  one  circum- 
stance  in  the  business  which  struck  him  as  very 
strange.  It  was  proposed  to  raise  a  new  corps,  at 
a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars.  The  present  army 
wanted  more  than  the  whole  number  of  this  corps 
to  fill  up  its  deficiencies,  and  yet  the  proposal  for 
completing  them  had  been  rejected.  Thus  are  we 
to  be  at  the  expense  of  supporting  the  skeleton  of 
an  army.  Was  it  not  better  to  fill  op  the  old  corps, 
than  to  put  ourselves  to  the  inconvenience  of  rais* 
inga  new  one? 

Mr.  McDowBLL  rose  to  correct  what  had  frllen 
from  Mr.  Amks,  as  to  the  strength  of  the  Indian 
nations  on  the  Southwestern  frontier.  The  Ghoc- 
t&wB  and  Ghickasaws  are,  and  always  have  been, 
friends  to  the  white  people,  and  ready  to  fight  for 
them.  The  Creeks  and  Cberokees  do  not,  at  the 
most,  extend  to  more  than  seven  or  eight  thousand 
men. 

Mr.  Caairu. — The  only  use  that  Continental 
troopA  can  be  of  is,  to  defend  posts ;  and  it  has  been 
found,  by  the  experience  of  several  years,  that 
posts  do  more  mischief  than  service.     They  are 
established  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles 
from  each  other.    The  Indian  parties  slip  in  be- 
tween them;  and  the  frontier  settlers,  depending 
OD  the  protection  of  the  regulars,  are  not,  as  they 
otherwise  would  be,  upon  their  ffuard  against  the 
ttTsgesL    The  consequence  is,  tnat  they  are  fre- 
quently murdered ;   while  the  only  service  per- 
formed by  the  Continentals  is,  that  when  the 
militia  pursue  the  Indians,  they  are  prevented  by 
the  former  fi^>m  crossing  what  is  called  the  line. 
That  is  the  whole  service  which  they  have  per- 
formed in  Georgia.    In  short,'  against  the  Creeks, 
thej  are  good  for  nothing.    Mr.  C.  wished  that 
gentlemen  would  frankly  say,  once  for  all,  that 
the  Georgians  did  not  deserve  protection,  and  then 
the  State  would  know  what  was  to  be  done.     He 
insisted  on  it^  that,  in  Georgia,  there  were  impro- 
per leanings  in  &vor  of  the  Indians.    He  referred 


to  some  persons  in  office,  whom  he  specified.  He 
believed  sincerely  that  the  Senate  imagined  them- 
selves to  be  acting  for  the  best ;  but  they  could  not 
be  such  competent  judges  as  persons  on  the  spot 
Within  the  last  seven  years,  there  has  not  been  a 
single  instance  of  an  Indian  killed,  by  a  white  man, 
unless  when  the  Indians  themselves  began  the 
quarrel.  During  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years, 
there  had  been  stolen  from  Georgia,  horses  to  the 
amount  of  an  hundred  thousand  dollars.  These 
were  often  the  chief  property  of  poor  people,  who 
had  nothing  else  to  depend  on  for  supporting  their 
families.  Gentlemen  say  that  we  have  one  In- 
dian war  already.  But  if  you  have  two  hands, 
both  in  the  fire  at  once,  will  you  pull  out  one  be- 
fore the  other?  The  Creeks  are  a  savage  and 
faithless  tribe.  Some  years  ago,  a  treaty  was 
made  with  them  at  New  York;  and  this  treaty 
cost,  in  presents,  sixty-one  thousand  dollars.  Well, 
before  the  chiefs  got  home,  a  fresh  set  of  murders 
were  committed!  A  set  of  Commissioners  were 
next  sent,  and  this  embassy  cost  perhaps  an  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  more.  Gentlemen 
might  talk  as  they  thought  fit  about  Indians ;  for 
his  own  part,  he  would  not  give  the  life  of  one 
white  man  for  those  of  fifty  Indians.  The  militia 
had  been  always  successful  against  them,  and  the 
regulars  had  always  been  beaten ;  this  showed  the 
futility  of  the  present  amendment  from  the  Se- 
nate. Of  the  successes  of  the  militia,  he  gave 
some  striking  instances,  where  they  had  defeated 
three  or  four  times  their  own  number.  As  an 
evidence  of  the  improper  leaning  on  behalf  of  the 
Indians,  Mr.  C.  adverted  to  what  had  just  hap- 
pened in  Georgia.  A  gang  of  savages  stole  some 
horses.  Lieutenant  Hay,  with  a  party  of  dragoons, 
pursued  them,  and  fell  into  an  ambuscade,  where 
Mr.  Hay  and  two  men  were  killed.  This  was  the 
way  that  the  Creeks  kept  a  peace.  Soon  after,  an 
Indian,  being  found  in  the  State,  was  wounded; 
and  in  the  correspondence  read  the  other  day,  to 
the  House,  it  was  so  stated,  as  if  the  white  people 
were  to  blame.  It  made  every  drop  of  blood  in 
his  heart  boil,  to  hear  what  he  heard  in  this  city  as 
to  the  character  and  conduct  of  his  constituents.  As 
a  Representative  of  Georgia,  he  demanded  effectual 
aid  for  that  State.  If  the  House  did  not  choose  to 
grant  it,  he  warned  them  that  the  Georgians  would 
take  measures  for  themselves.  It  was  needless  to 
speak  of  economy,  after  squandering  such  vast  sums 
as  he  had  mentioned,  in  the  purchase  of  treaties 
th^t  were  never  kept  He  was  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Datton  rose  to  contradict  one  assertion, 
which  had  (alien  from  the  gentleman,  viz :  that  the 
regulars  were  always  beaten  by  the  Indians.  If 
gentlemen  exercised  their  memories,  or  attended  to 
historical  facts,  they  would  see  the  contrary.  Gene- 
ral Sullivan  had  entered  the  country  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, had  defeated  them,  and  destroyed  their 
towns,  and  since  that  time  they  had  been  looked 
upon  as  a  subdued  people.  Mr.  D.  was  himself  in 
the  army  on  that  expedition,  and  a  witness  to  the 
success  of  the  regulars.  He  vras  for  the  amend- 
ment 

The  question  was  put  that  the  House  do  concur 


119 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


m 


H.  OF  R.] 


Proceedings, 


[JUHI,  17M. 


with  the  Senate  in  the  said  amendment,  and  passed 
in  the  negative-— yeas  26,  nays  42 — as  follows : 

YsA8. — ^Fisher  Ames,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin, 
Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  George  Dent,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  D wight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Henry 
Gleoo,  James  Gordon,  William  Hindman,  Henry  Lati- 
mer, Amasa  Learned,  Francis  Malbone,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  Zepha- 
niah  Swift,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  K 
Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah  .Wadsworth,  and  John  Watts. 

Nays. — ^Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Beatty,  Thomas  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Carnes,  lliomas 
Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henry 
Dearborn,  William  Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  James 
Gillespie,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel 
Heister.  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
Madison,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  Wil- 
liam Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Joseph  Neville,  John 
Nicholas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  Francis 
Preston,  Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott,  John  Smtlie, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Thomas  Tredwell, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Yeoable,  Francis 
"Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph 
"Winston. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  amendments  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  June  7. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
certain  purposes  therein  expressed,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  making  an  extra  allowance  to  certain 
clerks  in  the  public  offices,  and  to  the  widows  and 
families  of  certain  deceased  clerks ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  certain  alterations  in  the  act  establish- 
ing the  Judicial  Courts,  and  alterins  the  time  and 
place  of  holding  certain  Courts,'  with  several 
amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  also  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
*  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line,  on  Continental  Establishment,  to  ob- 
tain titles  to  certain  lands  lying  Northwest  of  the 
River  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miami  and  Sciota,*  '* 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  have 
also  agreed  to  the  resolution  **  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  make  out,  and  return  to  the  Dis- 
trict Judges,  certain  liste,  in  the  cases  of  invalid 
pensioners,"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mesohed^  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five dollars  be  allowed  to  the  clerk  employed  by 
the  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  state 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  to  be  paid  by  the 
Clerk  of  this  House,  and  charged  to  the  account  of 
Contingent  expenses. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 


of  Robert  Lyell,  which  lay  on  the  table:  Where- 
upon a  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  beio; 
put,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  reso- 
lution thereupon : 

"  Resolved,  hy  the  Smote  and  Houae  of  Rtumnt- 
aiiveM  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congrm 
anemhled.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  antkoriieci  ssd 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  place  Robert  Lyell,  a  csptain 
in  the  late  Continental  Army  of  die  Soath  Caroiias 
line,  upon  the  invalid  pension  list,  with  the  aonaal  «1- 
lowanoe  of  an  invalid  captain  of  the  said  line,  to  «»)• 
menoe  at  the  time  of  his  disebaree,  after  the  &1I  of 
Charleston,  where  he  was  captured  by  the  British  anay:  * 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Retohed,  That  Mr.  Trumbuli^  Mr.  Hindxak, 
and  Mr.  Giluan,  be  appointed  a  committee  jointly, 
with  such  committee  as  shall  be  a.ppointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  or 
THB  Unitbd  States,  and  to  notifj  him  of  the  pro- 
posed recess  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  canj 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  an  extra  allowance  to 
certain  clerks  in  the  public  offices,  and  to  the  wi- 
dows and  families  of  certain  deceased  clerks,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ''  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  proteetioa 
of  the  Southwestern  frontier  settlers:'*  ^Vbere- 
upon, 

Ruohed,  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  ill 
the  amendments  to  the  said  bill 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Dunn  was  presented  io  the 
House  and  read,  praying  to  be  appointed  Assistant 
Doorkeeper.    Laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameod- 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  eo- 
able  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line, 
on  ContinenUl  Establishment,  to  obUin  titles  to 
certain  lands  lying  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  be- 
tween tbe^Little  Miami  and  ScioU  f  "  and  the  simd 
being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Beached  by  the  Senate  and  ffouee  o/B^premta- 
tives  of  the  UniUd  Statee  of  America  in  Con9re» 
aeeembled,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  respect- 
ive clerks  in  the  several  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States  to  return  true  copies  of  the  tables  of 
fees  payable  in  the  Supreme  or  Superior  Courts  of 
the  State  in  which  such  clerks  reside,  to  the  Attor- 
ney General  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  December  next 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ctf^ 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence.  , 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  resolution  di- 
recting the  SecreUry  of  War  to  make  out  and  re- 
turn to  the  District  Judges,  certain  lists  in  theciscs 
of  invalid  pensioners,  and  the  same  being  read,  wss 
agreed  to.  , 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  certain  alterations  in  the  Bct  m 
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stablishing  the  Judicial  Courts,  and  altering  the 
me  and  place  of  holding  certain  Courts ;  and 
le  same  being  read  at  the  Clerk^s  table,  some  were 
g;reed  to,  others  amended  and  agreed  to,  and  others 
isa^reed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  choice  of 
a  AjBsistant  Doorkeeper,  to  commence  his  ser- 
ioes  on  the  first  day  of  the  qext  session ;  and  upon 
zamining  the  ballots,  a  maiority  of  the  votes  of 
be  whole  House  was  found  in  favor  of  Thomas 
)unn. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
rhom  were  referred  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of 
he  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
Mssed  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven 
landred  and  ninety-two,  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
nittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
bat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
ict  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
jie  State  of  Maryland,  passed  the  twenty-eighth 
9f  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
nioety-three,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Health 
Officer.". 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Coneress  to  an 
ict  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  passed  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
tnd  ninety-three,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Health 
Officer,"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the  South- 
western frontier  settlers ;"  and  desire  a  conference 
vith  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said 
amendments ;  to  which  conference  the  Senate  have 
appointed  managers  on  their  part 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mes- 
sage: Whereupon, 

Rrnlztd,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
^Dference  desired  by  the  Senate;  and  that  Mr. 
NicD0L4s,  Mr.  Cabnbs,  and  Mr.  McDowell,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  same,  on  the  part  of 
thij  House. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  the  conference 
with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the 
Southwestern  frontier  settlers,  made  a  report: 
Whereupon, 

Sesolwd,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their 
Agreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one-fifth 
of  the  members  present,  those  who  voted  in  \he 
*ffinnative,  are : 

Theodoras  Bailey,  ThonuM  Blount,  Thomas  P.  Games, 
Thomu  Claiborne,  WUliam  J.  Dawson.  William  Find- 
le^,  James  Gillespie,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholas  Oilman, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister.  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madisoo,  Joseph  McDowell,  William  Montgome- 

21  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Joseph  Neville, 
ithoQy  New,  John  Nicholas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Fran- 
^  Preston,  Thomas  Scott,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Thomas 


Sprigg,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Abraham  Venable,  Francis  Walker,  and  Joseph  Win- 
ston-*SO. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are : 

Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Oobb,  Peleg 
Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  George  Dent.  Thomas  Fitasimoos, 
Dwi^ht  Foster,  Eaekiel  Gilbert,  Henry  Glenn,  William 
Hindman,  John  Hunter,  Henry  lAtimer,  Amasa  Learn- 
ed, Francis  Malbone,  William  Vans  Murray,  Andrew 
Pickens,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  Zepha- 
niah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  George  Thatcher.  Uriah  Tracy. 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  E.  Van  Allen,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  John  Watts — 28. 

Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
two  Houses  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Pbesidbnt 
or  THE  Unitbd  Statbs,  and  notify  him  of  the  pro- 
posed recess  of  Congress,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  performed  that  service. 

Mr.  Tbbdwell  read  a  resolution  for  reducing 
the  salaries  paid  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 
That  of  the  Prbsident  was  to  bo  reduced,  after 
the  present  term  of  appointment,  to  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars,  that  of  a  member  of  Congress  to  four, 
dollars  per  day,  with  various  others  of  the.  same 
kind. 

A  motion  to  print  it  was  rejected.  It  was  then 
moved  to  proceed  with  it  immediately. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  considered  it  as  a  good  elec- 
tioneering project.  It  would,  he  doubted  not,  be 
very  popular ;  and  as  there  were  only  fifty  or  sixty 
members  in  the  House  just  now,  they  had  better 
take  it  up,  and  try  to  get  all  the  credit  of  it  to 
themselves.  It  was,  after  some  conversation,  with- 
drawn by  the  mover. 

Mr.  Thatcher  moved  that  such  members  as  had 
received  their  pay  up  to  Monday  next,  and  then 
absented  themselves,  should  be  ordered  next  ses- 
sion to  return  as  much  as  they  had  received  for 
the  days  when  absent  The  motion  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  for 
granting  a  delav  to  persons  who  had  suffered  by 
spoliations  in  the  West  Indies,  of  the  payment  of 
duties  to  Government. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  a  call  of  the  House  on 
Monday  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 


MoKDAT,  June  9. 

Lemuel  Benton,  from  South  Carolina,  appeared, 
produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House ;  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  being  first  administered  to  him  by 
Mr.  Speaker,  according  to  law. 

On  motion, 

Reeolted^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Spbaker,  be  authorized  to 
employ  a  third  engrossing  clerk  in  his  office,  for 
such  time,  during  the  next  recess,  as  shall  be  found 
necessary,  and  to  pay  him  for  his  services,  on  the 
Speaker's  certificate,  at  the  same  rate  as  to  the 
other  engrossing  clerks,  out  of  the  contingent  mo- 
ney of  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '*  An 
act  for  the  further  compensation  of  clerks  in  the 
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Auditor's  Office ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  further  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  Au- 
ditor's Office,*'  was  read  twice,  and  on  the  question 
that  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third  time,  it  passed 
in  the  negative.     And  so  the  said  bUl  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Bknton,  from  South  Carolina,  informed  the 
Speaker,  that  he  had  been  prevented  by  indispo- 
sition in  his  family,  and  a  long  voyage,  from  at- 
tending his  duty  sooner  in  that  House.  This  was 
the  day  of  adjournment,  and  he  wished  to  inform 
the  House,  that  he  should  decline  receiving  pay 
for  his  travelling  expenses,  or  attendance.  He  was 
not  willing  to  qualify  himself  this  day,  unless  it 
could  be  noted  on  thejoumals  that  he  had  refused 
any  compensation,    ne  took  the  oath. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  tcooo- 
panying  his  account  of  the  receipts  and  ptymenti 
of  public  moneys,  from  the  first  of  January  to  the 
thirty-first  of  March,  1794,  inclusive;  which  wen 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
to  inform  them  tUat  this  House,  having  completed 
the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  adjourn ;  vA 
that  the  Olerk  of  this  House  do  go  with  the  atid 
message, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hook 
that  the  Senate  having  completed  the  LegisUtin 
business  before  them,  are  now  about  to  adjoon 
until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next :  YTbere- 
upon  Mr,  Speaker  adjourned  the  Hoiise  oatQ  tl» 
first  Monday  in  November  next. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF 


THE   SENATE    OF   THE   UNITED   STATES, 

AT  THE  SEOOKD  SBSSIOir  OF  THE  THIRD   CONGRESS.  HELD    IN  THE  CITY  OF 

PHILADELPHIA,  NOVEMBER  8,  1*794. 


MoHDAT,  November  8, 1794. 

The  following  Senatora  appeared  and  took  their 

Kats; 

Ralph  Izard,  President  pro  tem.^  from  South 
Carolina. 

JoBK  LANODONand  Saxuil  Litebmobb,  from  New 
Qampshire. 

Gborgb  Cabot,  from  Massachusetts. 

OuvEB  Ellsworth,  fnm  Connecticut 

Theodore  FoffRR,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Moses  RoBiNsoM,  from  Vermont 

RuFus  Kino,  from  New  York. 

Robert  Morris,  from  Pennsylvania. 

John  Brown,  from  Kentucky. 

BiKJAioN  Hawkins,  from  North  Carolina. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
eonstitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


TvisDAT,  November  4. 

The  Senate  assembled:  present  as  yesterday; 
John  Vinino,  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  at- 
teoded 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
oonstitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Senate  ad- 
jottroed  to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wbdrbsdat,  November  6. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterday. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thubsdat,  November  6. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterday. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Senate  ad- 
joonied  to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  November  7. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterday. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed to  11  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 


MoNDAT,  November  10. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  on  the  7th ; 
and 

John  Adams,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  and  President  of  the  Senate,  attended. 

Alexander  Martin,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  James  Jackson,  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  severally  attended. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed to  11  o'clock  to-moiTow  morning. 


TuBSDATt  November  11. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterday ;  and 
William  Bradford,  fri:>m  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
attended. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wbdnesdat,  November  12. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterday. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  tiie  Senate  ad- 
journed to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thubsdat,  November  18. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterday. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed to  11  o'clock  to  morrow  morning. 


FRroAT,  November  14^ 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  yesterday. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed to  11  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  November  17. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  as  on  Friday. 

The  number  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
form  a  quorum,  the  Vice  Pbesidbnt  was  request- 
ed, by  toe  Senators  present,  to  write  a  letter  to 
each  of  the  absent  Senators,  stating  that  a  fort- 
night has  already  elapsed  without  the  formation 
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of  a  Senate,  and  urging  their  immediate  attendance 
as  necessary  to  enable  Congress  to  commence  the 
busihess  of  the  session. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  11  oVlock  to-morrow 
morning. 

Tuesday,  November  18. 

Aaron  Burr,  from  New  York,  appeared  to-day, 
which  formed  a  quorum,  and  enabled  the  Senate  to 
proceed  to  business. 

Messages  were  accordingly  exchanged  between 
the  two  Houses,  and  a  Joint  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States,  to  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  are  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them. 

Mr.  Izard,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  that  the  PaEsmENX  would 
meet  the  two  Houses  in  the  Representatives  Cham- 
ber at  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 

The  Vice  PREsmENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
letter  from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  his  account  of  expenditures  of 
the  War  Department  for  the  quarter  ending  the 
80th  of  June  last ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  having  received  a  Message  from  the 
House  on  the  subject  of  electing  a  Chaplain  for  each 
House,  to  interchange  weekly,  proceeded  to  the 
choice  of  one,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  ap- 
pointed the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  White. 


Wbdnesdat,  November  19. 

John  Edwards,  from  Kentucky,  this  day  at- 
tended. 

The  Senate,  agreeably  to  appointment,  attended 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive the  President's  Communications;  and,  on 
their  return,  the  President's  Speech  was  read,  as 
follows : 

Fellouhcitizeru  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  nouee  of  Hepreeentativee : 

When  we  call  to  mind  the  gracious  indolgenoe  of 
Heaven,  by  which  the  American  people  became  a  na- 
tion ;  when  we  survey  the  general  prosperity  of  our 
Country,  and  look  forward  to  the  riches,  power,  and 
happiness,  to  which  it  seems  destined ;  with  the  deep- 
est regret  do  I  announce  to  you  that,  during  your  re- 
cess, some  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  been 
found  capable  of  an  insurrection.  It  is  due,  however, 
to  the  character  of  our  Government,  and  to  its  stability, 
which  cannot  be  shaken  by  tbe  enemies  of  order,  freely 
to  unfold  the  course  of  this  event 

During  the  session  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety,  it  was  expedient  to  exercise  the 
Legislative  power,  granted  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  **  to  lay  and  collect  excises."  In  a  ma- 
jority of  the  States,  scarcely  an  obiection  was  heard  to 
this  mode  of  taxation.  In  some,  indeed,  alarms  were  at 
first  conceived,  until  they  were  banished  by  reason  and 
patriotism.  Iq  tbe  four  western  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, a  prejudice,  fostered  and  embittered  by  the  ar- 
tifice of  men,  who  labored  for  an  ascendancy  over  the 
will  of  others,  by  the  guidance  of  their  passions,  pro- 


duced symptoms  of  riot  and  violence.  It  is  well  knon, 
that  Congress  did  not  hesitate  to  examine  ths  com- 
plaints which  were  presented ;  and  to  relieve  them,  as 
far  as  justice  dictated,  or  general  coDvemence  woolid 
permit    But,  the  impression  which   this  modenngo 
made  on  the  discontented,  did  not  correspond  with  vbst 
it  deserved.    The  arts  of  delusion  were  no  longer  ooo- 
fined  to  the  efforts  of  designing  individuals.    The  veij 
forbearance  to  press  prosecutions  was  misinterpreted 
into  a  fear  of  urging  the  execution  of  the  laws;  sod  as- 
sociations of  men   began  to  denounce  threats  agaicsi 
the  officers  employed.    From  a  beliei^  that,  bj  s  man 
formal  concert  their  operation  might  be  defeated,  cer- 
tain self-created  societies  assumed  the  tone  of  condem- 
nation.   Hence,  while  the  greater  part  of  PennsyWaBit 
itself  were  conforming  themselves  to  the  acts  of  ezcbe, 
a  few  counties  were  resolved  to  frustrate  them.  It  im 
now  perceived,  that  every  expectation  from  tbe  tender- 
ness which  had  been  hitherto  puraued  was  uoayailisi. 
and  that  further  delay  could  only  create  an  opbioo  of 
impotency  or  irresolution  in  the  Govemmeot    Legal 
process  was  therefore  delivered  to  the  Marshal  against 
the  rioters  and  delinquent  distillers. 

No  sooner  was  he  understood  to  be  engaged  in  this 
duty,  than  the  vengeance  of  armed  men  was  aimed  al 
hit  person,  and  the  person  and  property  of  the  Inspeet* 
or  of  the  Revenue.  They  fired  upon  the  Marshal,  ar- 
rested him,  and  detained  him,  for  some  time,  as  s  pri- 
soner. He  was  obliged,  by  the  jeopardy  of  bis  life,  u> 
renounce  the  service  of  other  process,  on  the  west  aide 
of  the  Allegany  mountain ;  ana  a  deputation  was  after- 
wards sent  to  him  to  demand  a  surrender  of  thst  vbidb 
he  had  served.  A  numerous  body  repeatedly  attacked 
the  house  of  tbe  inspector,  seised  his  papers  of  office, 
and  finally  destroycKl  by  fire  his  buildings  and  whatao- 
ever  they  contained.  Both  of  these  officers,  from  a  jiat 
regard  to  their  safety,  fled  to  the  Seat  of  GovernmeDt;  k 
being  avowed,  that  the  motives  to  such  ontragfs  vcre 
to  compel  the  resignation  of  the  Inspector ;  to  withstaod 
by  force  of  arms  the  authority  of  the  Unfted  States; 
and  thereby  to  extort  a  repeal  of  the  laws  of  excise,  aod 
an  alteration  in  the  conduct  of  Gkivemment 

Upon  the  testimony  of  these  fiicts,  an  Associate  Ja^ 
tioe  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ootified 
to  me  that  "  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Alle- 
gany, in  Pennsvlvania,  laws  of  the  United  States  wer« 
opposed,  and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed,  by  coo- 
binations,  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  oidioa- 
ry  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  powers  Test- 
ed in  the  Marshal  of  that  district"  On  this  call,  ido- 
mentous  in  the  extreme,  I  sought  and  weighed  vbat 
mi^ht  best  subdue  the  criaia  On  the  one  hand,  the 
Juaiciary  was  pronounced  to  be  stripped  of  its  capacttj 
to  enforce  the  laws  *  crimes,  which  reached  the  very 
existence  of  social  order,  were  perpetrated  without  con- 
trol :  the  friends  of  Government  were  insulted,  aboMd, 
and  overawed  into  silence,  or  an  apparent  acqaieaceaoe; 
and,  to  yield  to  the  treasonable  fury  of  so  small  a  por- 
tion of  the  United  States  would  be  to  violate  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  our  Constitution,  which  eojoins  that 
the  will  of  the  majority  shall  prevail.  On  the  other,  to 
array  citizen  against  citiaen,  to  publish  the  disbooor  of 
such  exoesses,  to  encounter  the  expense,  and  other  em- 
barrassments, of  so  distant  an  expedition,  were  stepi 
too  dehcate,  too  closely  interwoven  with  many  afiecting 
considerations,  to  be  lightly  adopted.  I  postponed,  there- 
fore, the  summoniog  the  militia  immediately  into  the 
field ;  but  I  required  them  to  be  held  in  readiness,  that, 
if  my  anxious  endeavors  to  reclaim  the  deluded,  and  to 
convince  the  malignant  of  their  danger,  should  be  firuit- 
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.'ss,  roilitAXT  force  might  be  prepared  to  act»  before  the 
etson  should  be  too  far  advanced 
Mr  Proclamation  of  the  7th  of  August  last  was  ac- 
^rdiitglv  issued,  and  accompanied  by  the  appointment 
r  CommisBioners,  who  were  charged  to  repair  to  the 
xne  of  insurrection.  They  were  authorized  to  confer 
rith  anj  bodies  of  men  or  mdiriduals.  Thej  were  in- 
truded to  be  candid  and  explicit  in  stating  the  sensa- 
ions  vhich  had  been  excited  in  the  Executive,  and  his 
arnest  wi»h  to  avoid  a  resort  to  coercion ;  to  represent, 
owever,  that  without  submission,  coercion  niuat  be 
be  report ;  but  to  invite  them,  at  the  same  time,  to  re- 
urn  to  the  demeanor  of  faithful  citizens,  by  such  ac- 
omiDodations  as  lay  within  the  sphere  of  Executive 
lover.  Pardon,  too,  was  tendered  to  them  by  the  Qo- 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  Pennsyl- 
uio.  upon  no  oUier  condition  than  a  satisfactory  as- 
orance  of  obedience  to  the  laws. 
Although  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  marks 
beir  firmness  and  abilities,  and  must  unite  all  virtuous 
aeo,  by  showing  that  the  means  of  conciliation  have 
ms  exhausted,  all  of  those  who  had  committed  or 
ibetted  the  tumults  did  not  subscribe  the  mild  form 
rbicb  was  proposed  as  the  atonement ;  and  the  indica- 
ieos  of  a  peaceable  temper  were  neither  sufficiently 
peoeral  nor  oondusiTe  to  recommend  or  warrant  the 
tirther  suspension  of  the  march  of  the  militia. 
Thus,  the  painful  alternative  could  not  be  discarded, 
[ordered  the  militia  to  march — after  once  more  admo- 
liehing  the  insurgents,  in  my  Proclamation  of  the  26th 
if  btptember  last. 

It  was  a  task  too  difficult  to  ascertain  with  precision 
ibe  lowest  d^ee  of  force  competent  to  the  quelling  of 
ihe  insorrection.  From  a  respect,  indeed,  to  economy, 
ttd  the  ease  of  my  fellow-citixens  belonging  to  the  mi- 
iitia,  it  woald  have  gratified  me  to  accomplish  such  an 
Mimate.  My  very  reluctance  to  ascribe  too  much  im- 
portaDoe  to  the  opposition,  had  its  extent  been  acca- 
rately  seen,  would  have  been  a  decided  inducement  to 
tlM  amallest  efficient  numbers.  In  this  uncertainty, 
t^refure,  I  put  into  motion  fifteen  thousand  men,  as 
b^  an  army  which,  according  to  all  human  calcula- 
tion, would  be  prompt  and  adequate  in  every  view,  and 
night  perhaps,  by  rendering  resistance  desperate,  pre- 
veot  tbe  effusion  of  blood.  Quotas  had  been  assigned 
to  th«  States  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  MaryUmd, 
aad  Virginia ;  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  having 
<^ared,  on  this  occasion,  an  opinion'  which  justified  a 
requiiuUoQ  to  the  other  States. 

As  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Militia,  when  called 
ioto  ih?  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  1  have  vi- 
Bted  the  places  of  general  rendezvous  to  obtain  more 
tt^  information,  and  to  direct  a  plan  for  ulterior  move- 
]B«nta.  Had  there  been  room  for  a  persuasion,  that  the 
"'PS  were  secure  from  obstruction ;  that  the  civil  Ma- 
gbtnte  was  able  to  bring  to  justice  such  of  the  most 
«olpftble  as  have  not  embraced  the  proffered  terms  of 
^aesty,  and  may  be  deemed  fit  objects  of  example ; 
foat  the  friends  to  peace  and  good  government  were  not 
w  Deed  of  that  aid  and  countenance  which  they  ought 
Jjjaya  to  receive,  and,  I  trust,  ever  will  receive,  against 
we  VICIOUS  and  turbulent ;  I  should  have  caught  with 
pdity  the  opportunity  of  restoring  the  militia  to  their 
allies  and  homes.  But,  succeeding  intelligence  has 
tended  to  manifest  the  necessity  of  what  has  been  done ; 
It  being  now  confessed  by  those  who  were  not  inclined 
to  exaggerate  the  ill  conduct  of  the  insurgents,  that  their 
nalevoieace  was  not  pointed  merely  to  a  particular  law, 
but  that  a  spirit  inimical  to  all  order,  has  actuated 
toany  of  the  offenders.    If  the  state  of  things  had  af- 


forded reason  for  the  continuance  of  mj  presence  with 
the  army,  it  would  not  have  been  withhulden.  Bat 
every  appearanee  assuring  such  an  issue  as  will  re- 
dound to  the  reputation  and  strength  of  the  United 
States,  I  have  judged  it  most  proper  to  resume  my  du- 
ties at  the  Seat  of  Government,  leaving  the  chief  com- 
mand with  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Still,  however,  as  it  is  probable  that,  in  a  commotion 
like  the  present,  whatever  may  be  the  pretence,  the 
purposes  of  miscliief  and  revenge  may  not  be  laid  aside, 
the  stationing  of  a  small  force,  for  a  certain  period,  in 
the  four  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  will  be  in- 
dispensable, whether  we  contemplate  the  situation  of 
those  who  are  connected  with  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
or  of  others,  who  may  have  exposed  themselves  by  an 
honorable  attachment  to  theoL  Thirty  days  from  the 
commencement  of  this  session  being  the  legal  limitation 
of  the  employment  of  the  militia,  Congress  cannot  be 
too  early  occupied  with  this  subject 

Among  the  discussions  which  may  arise  from  this 
aspect  of  our  affairs,  and  from  the  documents  which  will 
be  submitted  to  Congress,  it  will  not  escape  their  obser- 
vation, that  not  only  the  Inspector  of  the  Revenue,  but 
other  officers  of  the  United  States  in  Pennsylvania,have, 
from  their  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  their  functions, 
sustained  material  injuries  to  their  property.  The  ob- 
ligation and  policy  of'^indemnifying  tnem  are  strong  and 
obvious.  It  may  also  merit  attention,  whether  policy 
will  not  enlarge  this  provision  to  the  retribution  ot  other 
citizens,  who,  though  not  under  the  ties  of  office,  may 
have  suffered  damage  by  their  generous  exertions  for 
upholding  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  The  amount, 
even  if  all  the  injured  were  included,  would  not  be 
great ;  and,  on  future  emergencies,  the  Government 
would  be  amply  repaid  by  the  influence  of  an  example, 
that  he  who  incurs  a  loss  in  its  defence,  shall  find  a  re- 
compense in  its  liberality. 

While  there  is  cause  to  lament  that  oecurrences  of 
this  nature  should  have  disgraced  the  name,  or  inter- 
rupted the  tranquilitv,  of  any  part  of  our  community,  or 
should  have  diverted,  to  a  new  application,  any  portioa 
of  the  public  resources,  there  are  not  wanting  m  real 
and  substantial  consolations  for  the  misfortune.  Ithaa 
demonstrated,  that  our  prosperity  rests  on  solid  founda- 
tions ;  by  furnishing  an  additional  proof  that  my  fellow- 
citizens  understand  the  true  principles  of  Government 
and  liberty ;  that  they  feel  then*  inseparable  union ;  that, 
notwithstanding  all  the  devices  which  have  been  used 
to  sway  them  from  their  interest  and  duty,  they  are  now 
as  ready  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  laws  against 
licentious  iavasions,  as  they  were  to  defend  their  rights 
against  usurpation.  It  has  been  a  spectacle  displaying 
to  the  highest  advantage  the  value  of  Republican  go- 
vernment, to  behold  the  most  and  the  least  wealthy  of 
our  citizens  standing  in  the  same  ranks,  as  private  sol- 
diers, pre- eminently  distinguished  by  being  the  army  of 
the  Constitution ;  undeterred  by  a  march  of  three  hun- 
dred miles  over  rugged  mountain's,  by  the  approach  of 
an  inclement  season,  or  by  any  other  discouragement. 
Nor  ought  I  to  omit  to  acknowledge  the  efficacious  and 
patriotic  co-operation  which  I  have  experienced  from 
the  Chief  Magistrates  of  the  States  to  which  my  requi- 
sitions have  wen  addressed. 

To  every  description  of  citizens,  indeed,  let  praise  be 
given.  But,  let  them  persevere  in  their  affectionate  vi- 
gilance over  that  precious  depository  of  American  hap- 
piness, the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Let  them 
cherish  it,  too,  for  the  sake  of  those  who,  from  every 
clime,  are  daily  seeking  a  dwelling  in  our  land.  And 
I  when,  in  the  calm  moments  of  reflection,  they  shall 
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have  retraced  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  insurrec- 
tion, let  them  determine  whether  it  has  not  been  fo- 
mented by  combinations  of  men,  who,  careless  of  con- 
leqaences,  and  disregarding  the  unerring  truth  that 
those  who  rouse  cannot  always  appease  a  civil  convul- 
sion, have  disseminated,  from  an  ignorance  or  perver- 
sion of  facts,  suspicions,  jealousies,  and  accusations,  of 
the  whole  Gk)vemment 

Having  thus  fulfilled  the  engagement  which  I  took, 
when  I  entered  into  office,  *'  to  the  best  of  my  ability  to 
preserve,  protect,  and  defend,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,"  on  you,  gentlemen,  and  the  people  by 
whom  you  are  deputed,  I  rely  for  support 

In  the  arrangements  to  which  the  possibility  of  a 
similar  contingency  will  naturally  draw  your  attention, 
it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  militia  laws  have 
exhibited  such  striking  defects  as  could  not  have  been 
supplied  but  by  the  zeal  of  our  citizens.  Besides  the 
extraordinary  expense  and  waste,  which  are  not  the 
least  of  the  defects,  every  appeal  to  those  laws  is  at- 
tended with  a  doubt  on  its  success. 

The  devising  and  establishing  of  a  well-regulated  mi- 
litia would  be  a  genuine  source  of  Legislative  honor, 
and  a  perfect  title  to  public  gratitude.  I,  therefore,  en- 
tertain the  hope,  that  the  present  session  will  not  pass,    every  deviation  from  the  line  of  impartiality ;  toeipJAia 


Indeed,  whatsoever  is  unfinished  of  our  system  of  pab- 
lic  credit,  cannot  be  benefited  by  procrastioation ;  soi 
as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  we  ought  to  plsce  tfait 
credit  on  grounds  which  cannot  be  disturbed,  and  to 
prevent  that  progressive  accumulatioa  of  debt,  vbic^ 
must  ultimately  endanger  all  Gk>yemmeDts. 

An  estimate  of  the  necessary  appropriatiaiis,  iDc^si 
iug  the  expenditures  into  which  we  nave  been  drina 
by  Uie  insurrection,  will  be  submitted  to  Ooogresi. 

OtntUmen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Houee  of  Repreeentatives  : 

The  Mint  of  the  United  States  haa  entered  npoo  toe 
coinage  of  the  precious  metals ;  and  ooosiderable  f  bom 
of  defective  coins  and  bullion  have  been  lod^  with  die 
Director,  by  individuals.  There  is  a  pleaamg  prospect 
that  the  institution  will,  at  no  remote  day,  realise  tk 
expectation  which  was  originally  formed  of  its  utiUtj. 

in  subsequent  oommunicatioos,  eertaio  drcomitsixin 
of  our  intercourse  with  forei^  nations  will  be  truRsit- 
ted  to  Congress.  However,  it  may  not  be  aDsessoosUt 
to  announce  that  my  policy,  in  our  foreign  tiaossctiosf. 
has  been  to  cultivate  peace  with  all  the  world;  to  ob- 
serve treaties  with  pure  and  absolute  &ith;  to  died 


without  carrying,  to  its  full  energv.  the  jjower  of  or 
ganizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia ;  and  thus 
providing,  in  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  for 
calling  them  forth  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasiona 

As  auxiliary  to  the  state  of  our  defence,  to  which  Con- 
gress can  never  too  frequently  recur,  they  will  not  omit 
to  inquire  whether  the  fortifications,  which  have  been 


what  may  have  been  misapprehended,  andoorrect  vfast 
may  have  been  injurious  to  any  nation ;  and,  btrii^ 
thus  acquired  the  right,  to  lose  no  time  in  aoqairio^tlM 
ability,  to  insist  upon  justice  being  done  to  ourselTsi. 

Let  us  unite,  therefore,  in  imploring  the  Sapretns 
Ruler  of  Nations  to  spread  his  Holy  protectioo  orer 
these  United  States ;  to  turn  the  mM»inatioDs  of  tfas 
wicked  to  the  confirming  of  our  Constitotrao;  to  eoi* 


already  licensed  by  law,  be  commensurate  with  our    ble  us,  at  all  times,  to  root  out  internal  seditioo,  ind 
— : — -r-.^  p^^  invasion  to  flight;  to  perpetuate  to  our  country 

that  prosperity  which  His  goodness  has  already  on- 
ferred,  and  to  verify  the  anticipations  of  this  Gofero- 
ment  beine  a  safeguard  to  human  rights. 

o.  w  ASHiNomv. : 

Unitxd  ^TATia,  Kovember  19, 17  9< 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Knto,  Ellswobif,  uJ 
Izard,  be  a  committee  to  report  the  draft  of  ii^ 
Address  to  the  Peesident  or  the  Umtbd  Statisj 
in  answer  to  1^8  Speech  this  day,  to  both  fioosd 
of  Congress. 

The  VicB  President  laid  before  the  Senate  tfa^ 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  ^king  FimdJ 
which  was  read,  as  follows^ 

"The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and  Preej 

dent  of  the  Senate,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secretsrjol 

State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attoroe^ 

Qeneral,  respectftiUy  report  to  Congress  as  follovsl 

"That,  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  •  An  act  roakio^ 

provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,' sod  ifl 

conformity  to  resolutions  agreed  upon  bf  tbeno,  m 

severally  approved   by  the  President  of  the  UoitM 

States,  they  nave,  since  their  report  dated  the  I6tb  <» 

December,  1798,  caused  purchases  of  the  said  Jebttfl 

be  made,  through  the  agency  of  Samuel  Meredith,  u 

the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thoosaod 

and  seventy-seven  dollars  and  eighty-eight  eeots,  w 

which  there  have  been  paid  in  specie  one  hundred  tboa' 

sand  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  seventy-six  oeotA 

«  That,  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  •  An  act  suppw- 
mentary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  «w 
United  States.'  and  in  conformity  to  resolutions  »gr«w 


ezigencieSb 

The  intelligence  firom  the  army  under  the  command 
of  General  Wayne  is  a  happy  presage  to  our  military 
operations  against  the  hostile  Indians  North  of  the  Ohia 
From  the  advices  which  have  been  forwarded,  the  ad- 
vance which  he  has  made  must  have  damped  the  ardor 
of  the  savages,  and  weakened  their  obstinacy  in  waging 
war  against  the  United  States.  And  yet,  even  at  this 
late  hour,  when  our  power  to  punish  them  cannot  be 
(questioned,  we  shall  not  be  unwilling  to  cement  a  last- 
ing peace,  upon  terms  of  candor,  equity,  and  good 
neighborhood 

Towards  none  of  the  Indian  tribes  have  overtures  of 
friendship  been  spared.  The  Creeks,  in  particular,  are 
covered  trom  encroachment  by  the  interposition  of  the 
General  Government,  and  that  of  Georgia.  From  a 
desire,  also,  to  remove  the  discontents  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, a  settlement  meditated  at  Presqu*isle,  on  Lake 
Erie,  has  been  suspended ;  and  an  agent  is  now  endea- 
yoring  to  rectify  any  misconception  into  which  they 
may  have  fallea  But  I  cannot  refrain  from  again 
pressing  upon  your  deliberations  the  plan  which  1  re- 
eommended  at  the  last  session,  for  the  improvement  of 
harmony  with  all  the  Indians  within  our  umits,  by  the 
fixing  and  conducting  of  trading  houses  upon  the  prin* 
dples  then  expressed 

ChfUlenun  of  the  JSoute  of  Repre»entative$ : 

The  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  commence- 
ment of  our  fiscal  measures  has  developed  our  pecuni- 
ary resources,  so  as  to  open  the  way  for  a  definitive 
plan  for  the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  result  is  such  as  to  encourage  Congress 
to  consummate  this  work  without  delay.  Nothing  can 
more  promote  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  nation,  and 
nothing  would  be  more  grateful  to  our  constituents. 


upon  by  them,  and  severally  approved  by  the  Presideot 
of  the  United  States,  they  have  also  caused  parcha«^J« 
the  said  debt  to  be  made,  subsequent  to  their  said  report 
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the  sixteenth  day  of  December,  1798,  to  the  amount 
one  hundred  and  aix  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ly  Hollars  and  thirty-seven  cents,  for  which  there  have 
«n  })aid  eighty«five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
'tvn  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents  in  specie. 
"That  the  documents  accompanyiog  this  report, 
irketl  B,  C,  D,  and  E,  show  the  aforesaid  purchases 
aerallj  and  in  detail,  including  the  places  where,  the 
ne^  when,  the  prices  at  which,  and  the  persons  of 
horn,  the  purchases  were  made. 
"That  the  documents  marked  A  show  the  proceed- 
gs  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  in  re- 
Kct  to  the  settlement  of  an  account  for  the  ezpendi- 
ire  of  fiAy  thousand  dollars  in  purchases  which  were 
Bted  in  our  former  report,  at  the  date  of  which  the  said 
•ttlement  had  not  been  completed. 
"  That  the  purchases  now  and  heretofore  reported, 
mount  together  to  two  millions  two  hundred  and  sizty- 
Te  thousand  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  fifty- seven 
intB  in  stocky  for  which  there  have  been  paid  in  specie, 
oe  million  five  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand  three 
andred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents, 
3  will  be  more  particiUarly  seen  by  the  document 
lirked  F. 

"  On  behalf  of  the  Board, 

"  JOHN  ADAMS. 
"  PmLADKLPHiA,  Ncvember  18,  1794." 

Ordered,  That  this  report  lie  on  the  table. 


Thursday,  November  20. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
DF  THE  United  States,  with  the  following  com- 
unnicatioiia,  to  wit : 

No.  1.  Judge  Wilson^s  certificate. 

2.  The  first  Proclamation  of  7th  August 

3.  The  Instructions  to  the  Commissioners. 

4.  The  Report  of  the  Commissionera 

6.  The  second  Proclamation  of  25th  September. 

6.  The  correspondence  between  the  Governor  of 

Pennsylvania  and  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partment of  State. 

7.  The  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 

sury to  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 

8.  Instructions  to  the  Governor  of  Yiiginia. 

9.  General  Wayne's  Letters. 

10.  Papers  respecting  the  Creek  Indians  and  the 

State  of  Georgia. 

11.  Letters  with  respect  to  Presqu*isle. 

12.  A  Letter  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint 

These  papers  were  in  part  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  reading  thereof  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee,  reported  an  Ad- 
^  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
is  replj  to  his  Speech  of  the  19th,  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  to  take 
tbis  report  into  consideration. 


Friday,  November  21. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee,  in  reply  to  the  Speech  of  the 

l^&ESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  to  both  HoUSes 

^  CoDgresa  at  the  opening  of  the  session ;  and  it 


was  agreed  to  oonsider  the  report  in  paragraphs. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Burr,  seoonded^by  Mr.  Jack- 
son, to  expunge  these  words : 

**  Our  anxiety,  arising  from  the  licentious  and  open 
resistance  to  the  laws  in  the  Western  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania, has  been  increased  by  the  proceedings  of  cer- 
tain self-created  societies,  relative  to  the  laws  and  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government;  proceedings,  in  our 
apprehension,  founded  in  political  error,  calculated,  if 
not  intended,  to  disorganise  our  Government,  and. 
which,  by  inspiring  delusive  hopes  of  support,  have 
been  influential  in  misleading  our  fellow-citizens  in  the 
scene  of  insurrection :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  paragraph  respecting 
the  Army,  under  the  command  of  .General  Wayne, 
to  be  read  as  follows : 

"  The  pleasure  with  which  we  learn  the  success  of 
the  Western  Army  under  the  command  of  General 
Wayne,  is  enhanced  by  the  hope,  that  their  victories 
will  lay  the  foundation  of  a  just  and  durable  peace 
with  the  Indian  tribes :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  of  the  paragraph  respect* 
ing  the  Western  Army,  the  words:  *^  General  and :" 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

And  the  severid  paragraphs  reported  by  the 
committee  being  agreed  to,  the  report  was  adopt- 
ed, as  follows : 

Sxa :  We  receive  with  pleasure  your  Speech  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress.  In  it  we  perceive  renewed 
proofs  of  that  vigilant  and  paternal  concern  for  the  pros- 
perity, honor,  and  happiness  of  our  country,  which  has 
uniformly  distinguished  your  past  administration. 

Our  anxiety,  arising  from  the  licentious  and  open 
resistance  to  the  laws  in  the  Western  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania, has  been  increased  by  the  proceedings  of  cer- 
tain self-created  societies,  relative  to  the  laws  and  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government ;  proceedings,  in  our 
apprehension,  founded  in  political  error,  calculated,  if 
not  intended,  to  disorganize  our  Government,  and 
which,  by  inspiring  delusive  hopes  of  support,  have 
been  influential  in  misleading  our  fellow  citizens  in  the 
scene  of  insurrection. 

In  a  situation  so  delicate  and  important,  the  lenient 
and  persuasive  measures  which  you  adopted,  merit  and 
receive  our  affectionate  approbation.  These  failing  to 
procure  their  proper  effect,  and  coercion  having  become 
inevitable,  we  have  derived  the  highest  satisfaction  from 
the  enlightened  patriotism  and  animating  seal  with 
which  the  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsvlvania,  Mary- 
land, and  Virginia,  have  rallied  around  tne  standard  of 
Government,  in  opposition  to  anarchy  and  insurrection. 

Our  warm  and  cordial  acknowledigments  are  due  to 
you,  sir,  for  the  wisdom  and  decision  with  which  you 
arrayed  the  militia,  to  execute  the  public  will;  and  to 
them,  for  the  disiuterestedness  and  alacrity  with  which 
they  obeyed  your  summons. 

The  example  is  precious  to  the  theory  of  our  Go- 
vernment, and  confers  the  brightest  honor  upon  the 
patriots  who  have  given  it 

We  shall  readily  concur  in  such  fisrther  provisions 
for  the  security  of  internal  peace  and  a  due  obedience 
to  the  laws,  as  the  occasion  manifestly  retjuires. 

The  effectual  organization  of  the  militia,  and  a  pru- 
dent attention  to  the  fortifications  of  our  ports  and  har- 
bors, are  subjects  of  great  national  importance,  and,  to- 
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gether  with  the  other  measures  you  have  been  pleased 
to  recommend,  will  receive  our  deliberate  consideration. 

The  success  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
General  Wayne  cannot  fail  to  produce  essential  advan- 
tages. The  pleasure  with  which  we  acknowledge  the 
merits  of  that  gallant  General  and  Army,  is  enhanced 
by  the  hope  that  their  victories  will  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  just  and  durable  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

At  a  period  so  momentous  in  the  affairs  of  nations, 
the  temperate,  just,  and  firm  policy  that  you  have  pur- 
sued, in  respect  to  foreign  Powers,  has  been  eminently 
calculated  to  promote  the  great  and  essential  interest  of 
our  country,  and  has  created  the  fairest  title  to  the 
public  gratitude  and  thanks. 

JOHN  ADAMB, 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
and  President  of  the  Senate, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  who  prepared  the 
Address  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  desire  him  to  acquaint  the  Senate  at 
what  time  and  place  it  will  be  most  conyenient  for 
him  that  it  should  be  {^resented. 

Mr.  Kino  reported,  from  the  committee,  that 
they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  he  would  receive  the  Address  of 
the  Senate  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock  at  bis  own 
bouse. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  a  Letter  from  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  of  the  exemplifi- 
cation of  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  thereof,  ratifying  the 
amendment  of  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States, 
proposed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
at  tneir  last  session,  respecting  the  Judicuil  power. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UnrrxD  States^  November  21, 1794. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  and  papers  referred 
to  lie  on  file. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
certificate  of  notice  given  to  Rufus  Putnam  and 
others,  agreeably  to  tne  order  of  Senate  of  13th  of 
May  last,  to  show  cause  respecting  the  claims  of 
the  people  of  Galliopolis ;  whicb  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Langdon,  Izard,  and 
BuuR,  be  a  Committee  to  report  such  Rules  as 
may  be  necessary  to  compel  the  attendance  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate. 


Saturday,  November  22. 

The  Senate  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Vice  President,  in  their 
name,  presented  the  Address  agreed  to  on  the  21st 
instant. 

To  which  the  President  of  the  United  States 
was  pleased  to  make  the  following  Reply : 

OenUemen : 

Among  the  occasions  which  have  been  afforded  for 
expressing  my  sense  of  the  zealous  and  steadfast  co- 
operation of  the  Senate,  in  the  maintenance  of  Govern- 
ment, none  has  yet  occurred  more  forcibly  demanding 
my  unqualified  acknowledgments  than  the  present 


Next  to  the  consciousness  of  upriebt  intention*,  it  b 
the  highest  pleasure  to  be  approved  by  the  enlightened 
Representatives  of  a  free  nation.  With  the  aatis£Ktioii, 
therefore,  which  arises  from  an  unalterable  attacfameet 
to  public  order,  do  1  learn,  that  the  Senate  dLscoant»> 
nance  those  proceedings,  which  would  arrogate  the  di- 
rection of  our  affairs,  without  any  degree  of  authority 
derived  from  the  people. 

It  has  been  more  than  once  the  lot  of  onr^Qo v  eminent 
to  be  thrown  into  new  and  delicate  situatioos ;  aod  of 
these,  the  insurrection  has  not  been  the  least  importsot 
Having  been  compelled  at  length  to  lay  aside  my  re- 
pugnance to  resort  to  arms,  I  derive  much  happiness 
from  being  confirmed  by  your  judgment  in  the  necet* 
sitv  of  decisive  measures,  and  from  the  support  of  tlj 
fellow-citizens  of  the  militia,  who  were  the  patriotie 
instruments  of  that  necessity. 

With  such  demonstrations  of  affection  for  oar  Coo- 
stitution ;  with  an  adequate oiganization  of  the  militia; 
with  the  establishment  of  necessary  fortifications ;  with 
a  continuance  of  those  judicious  and  spirited  exertioai 
which  have  brought  victory  to  our  Western  Army ;  with 
a  due  attention  to  public  credit  and  an  unsullied  booor 
towards  all  nations ;  we  may  meet,  under  every  a«sQ* 
ranee  of  success,  our  enemies  from  within  and  from 
without 

G.  WASHIXGTOK. 

The  Senate  returned  to  their  own  Chamber,  and 
then  adjourned. 

Monday,  November  24. 

John  Rutrerfurd,  from  New  Jersey,  attended. 

The  reading  of  the  papers  communicated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  20th  in- 
stant, was  resumed;  and,  after  progress,  the  further 
raiding  thereof  was  postponed. 


Tuesday,  November  25. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

OentUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  lay  before  you  a  statement  of  the  troops  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  which  has  been  submitted  to 
me  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  will  rest  with  Coo- 
eress  to  consider  and  determine  whether  further  io- 
ducements  shall  bo  held  out  for  entering  into  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States  in  order  to  complete 
the  establishment  authorized  by  law. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

United  States,  November  26,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  reading  of  the  papers  communicated  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  20th 
instant,  was  resumed ;  and,  after  progress,  the  Se- 
nate adjourned. 


Wednesday,  November  26. 

John  Henrt,  from  Maryland,  and  James  Ross, 
from  Pennsylvania,  severally  attended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
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bill,  entitled  "  An  act  extending  the  privilege  of 
wkincf  to  Jambs  White,  the  delegate  from  the 
snitory  of  the  United  States  South  of  the  river 
bio;  and  making  proyision  for  his  compensa- 
>n;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
le  Senate.  Also,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
res  have,  on  their  part,  elected  the  Rev.  Ashbsl 
REEN,  a  Chaplain  to  Congress,  for  the  present 
saion. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
second  reading. 

The  papers  communicated  from  the  PBSsmcirr 
^  THE  UNrTED  States,  the  aOth  instant,  were  read, 
Dd  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Thursdat,  "November  27. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  extending  the  privi- 
^  of  franking  to  James  White,  the  Delegate 
\)m  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  South  of 
lie  river  Ohio,  and  making  provision  for  his  com- 
ensation/*  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
D  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
iformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 

bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
a  call  out  and  station  a  corps  of  militia  in  the  four 
Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  limited 
ime  ;'^  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
)enate. 

This  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
i  second  reading. 

Friday,  November  28. 

Stephen  R.  Bradley,  fi-om  Vermont,  and  Ca- 
'EB  Strong,  from  Massachusetts,  seYerally  at- 
£oded« 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  extending  the  privi- 
«ge  of  franking  to  James  White,  the  Delegate 
bm  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  South  of 
the  river  Ohio,  and  making  provision  for  his  com- 
pensation,*^ was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the  Prb- 
SDCNT  to  call  out  and  station  a  corps  of  militia 
in  the  four  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a 
limited  time,^*  was  read  the  second  and  third  time, 
uid  passed. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  with 
bis  specie  account  for  the  quarter  ending  80th 
June,  together  with  his  War  Department  account, 
ending  30th  September  last  The  Letter  and  ac- 
counts were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Monday,  December  1. 

No  business  of  importance  came  before  the 
Senate  to-day. 

TuBSOAT,  December  2. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Morris,  Ellsworth, 
ttd  Cabot,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  de- 
nunds  of  Griffith  Jones,  Samuel  Prioleau,  and  John 
!«•  Livingston,  respectively,  against  the  United 
States,  and,  if  they  think  proper,  to  report  a  bill 
for  their  payment. 


Wednesday,  December  8. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

Oentlemen  of  ths  Senate,  and 

of  tie  HouH  of  Jiepresentaiivee : 

I  transmit  to  you  an  official  statement  of  the  ex- 
penditure, to  the  dOth  of  September  laat,  from  the  lums 
>neretofore  granted  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses 
of  Oovernment,  by  acts  passed  the  26th  day  of  March, 
1790,  and  the  9th  of  June,  1794. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

United  Statxs,  Deeemher  8,  1794 

The  Message  and  statement  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration. 
On  motion, 

**  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  amend  and  explain  the  last  clause  of  the  twenty- 
second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  *■  An  act  to  establish 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,*  which 
respects  the  security  to  be  given  on  obtaining  a  writ 
of  error:** 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  this  motion 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  December  4. 

The  motion  made  yesterday,  for  a  committee 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  last 
clause  of  the  twenty-second  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  **  An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts 
of  the  United  States,"  which  respects  the  secu- 
rity to  be  given  on  obtaining  a  writ  of  error,  was 
considered  and  agreed  to ;  and  Messrs.  Livrrmorv, 
Ellsworth,  and  Burr,  were  appointed  on  the 
committee. 


Friday,  December  5. 

Mr.  LrvvRMORV,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  and  ex- 
plain the  twenty-second  section  of  the  "  Act  esta- 
blishing the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States ;" 
which  was  read  the  6rst  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed, to  confer  with  such  committee  as  the 
House  of  Representatiyes  may  for  that  purpose 
appoint,  to  inquire  what  business  is  necessary  to 
be  done  during  the  present  session. 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

Monday,  December  8. 

The  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  twenty-second 
section  of  the  **  Act  establishing  the  Judicial  Courts 
of  the  United  States,'*  was  read  the  second  and 
third  times,  and  passed. 

The  motion  made  the  6th  instant,  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed,  to  confer  with  such  commit- 
tee as  the  House  of  Representatives  may  for  that 
purpose  appoint,  to  inquire  what  business  is  ne- 
cessary to  be  done  during  the  present  session,  was 
considered. 

On  motion  to  amend  this  motion,  to  be  read  as 
follows : 

"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  and  re- 
port what  business  it  will  be  proper  for  the  Senate  to 
take  up  :** 
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It  passed  in  tb«  negative.  And  the  original  mo- 
tion being  agreed  to,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  Messrs.  Bobr,  Ellsworth,  and 
Stromo,  be  a  committee,  to  confer  with  such  com- 
mittee as  the  House  of  Representatives  may  for 
that  purpose  appoint,  to  inquire  what  business  is 
necessary  to  be  done  during  the  present  session. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed,  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Peter  Covenhoven,"  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Tuesday,  December  9. 

Richard  Potts,  from  Maryland,  attended  to- 
day. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
Govenhoven,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Jackson,  Rutberfurd,  and  Burr, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Burr  notified  to  the  Senate  that  be  should, 
to-morrow,  move  for  permission  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  establish 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
SUtes." 


Wrdnesdat,  December  10. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Burr 
had  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled *'  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States,"  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

A  motion  was  made  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  expediency  of  passing  an 
act  of  outlawry,  declaring  in  what  cases  persons 
may  be  outlawed,  what  shall  be  the  process  of 
outlawTV,  and  what  its  efifects;  and  to  report  a 
bill,  if  thev  shall  think  proper. 

Orderea^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration 
until  to-morrow. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Burr,  and 
Bradley,  be  a  committee  to  revise  the  provisions 
for  the  employment  and  compensation  of  clerks 
in  the  public  offices ;  and,  if  they  find  alterations 
to  be  necessary,  to  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1795  ;** 
idso,  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  a  Loan 
of  two  millions  of  dollars  ;*'  in  which  several  bills 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Thursday,  December  11. 

Frederick  Frelikohuysbmi  from  New  Jersey, 
attended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  : 

OmmUmm  of  tht  BtnaU,  a$id 

of  ikt  Houat  of  Repreaenlaiivu  : 

I  tranimit  to  you,  for  consideration,  a  represeatatioQ 


made  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaoiyv  oo  the 
subject  of  constitutiDg  an  officer,  lo  be  specially  charged 
with  the  business  of  procuring  certain  public  soppUes. 

O.  WASHINGTOS. 
United  States,  December  11, 1794. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  mentioned  were 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs  Strono,  Frkliho- 
.  huysen,  and  Carot,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on to  the  Senate. 

The  motion  made  yesterday,  for  a  comniittee 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  passing  an  act  of 
outlawry,  declaring  in  what  cases  persons  may  be 
outlawed,  what  shall  be  the  process  of  outlawry, 
and  what  its  effects,  was  considered  and  agreed 
to;  and  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Strong,  and  Ross, 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *<  An  act  to 
establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within 
the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Burr,  Livermore,  and  Fos- 
ter, to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  authorizing  a  Loan 
of  two  millions  of  dollars,'*  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Cabot, 
and  Bradley,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1796,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Rutherfurd,  Bradford,  and  Cabot,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Fridat,  December  12. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the  officers  of 
the  Treasury  to  audit  and  pass  the  account  of  the 
late  Edward  Blanchard,  deceased ;"  also,  a  bill,  en- 
titled *'An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non- 
commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  when  called  into 
actual  service,  and  for  other  purposes;*'  to  which 
bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  sent  from  the  House  of  Represes* 
tatives  for  concurrence  were  severally  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


MoKDAT,  December  15. 

Stepher  Ma  Mitchell,  from  Connecticat^  at- 
tended to-day. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
authorising  a  Loan  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  re- 
ported that  the  bill  pass  without  amendment 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  fi^m  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize 
the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  audit  and  pasa 
the  account  of  the  late  Edward  Blanchard,  de- 
ceased,** was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Stroho,  Bradley,  and  Edwa&ds,  to  coa- 
sider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 
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The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represento- 
tires  for  coocorrence,  eotitled  **  An  act  to  regu- 
late the  pay  of  the  non^ommissioDed  officers,  mu- 
Bicians,  and  privates,  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  waa  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Hawkihs,  Bueb,  and  Ells- 
woBTH,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Seoate. 

Mr.  Stbong,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  consideration  of  the  Message  of  the 

PeESIBEKT  of  the  UlflTED   STATES,  of   the    11th 

of  December,  with  a  representation  from  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
expediency  of  constituting  an  officer,  to  be  specially 
charged  with  the  buHiness  of  procuring  certain  pub- 
Ik  Mipplies,  reported  a  bill  for  that  purpose;  which 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
leadiog. 


TuBSDAT,  December  16. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  Ukited  States  : 

GmtUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Mouse  of  Jtepretentativee : 

I  transmit  to  Coogrefls  the  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  bis  account,  as  adjusted  with 
the  Treasury  Department,  of  the  expenditure  of  mo- 
MjB  appropriated  for  our  intercourse  with  fureign  na* 
tioos,  upto  the  Itl  of  July,  1794. 

G.  WASHIiiaTON. 

U.NiTED  States,  December  16,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  authorizing  a 
Loan  of  two  millions  of  dollars,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  Purveyor  of 
Supplies  was  read  the  second  time,  and  recommit- 
ted, for  the  purpose  of  more  explicitly  inserting  the 
elaases  prohibiting  the  officer  named  from  commer- 
iDervial  uegotiiitions. 

Mr.  BuRB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Kepre- 
aeotatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  ^'An  act  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States,'  '^  reported  an  amendment,  wiiich  waa  adopt- 
ed, and  the  bill  being  further  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  the  third  time  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  January  uexL 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tlie  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
authorize  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  audit  and 
pass  the  account  of  Edward  Blanchnrd,  deceased,** 
reported  that  the  bill  pass  without  amendment; 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed 
with,  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
p«ssed. 


Wedhesoat,  December  17. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pusidert  of  the  United  States: 
8d  Gov.— 26 


Geniiemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

1  lay  before  Gonffress  copies  of  the  Journal  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  £xecutive  Department  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  South  of  the  river  Ohio, 
to  the  first  of  September,  1794. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unttid  States,  December  17,  1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  '^  An  act  to 
regulate  the  pay  of  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for 
other  purposes,'*  reported  that  the  bill  pass  without 
amendment 

Ordered^  That  this  report  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Vice  Pbe8U>eht  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
confidential  communication  from  the  Secretanr  for 
the  Department  of  War,  made  by  order  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  which  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  conaideration. 


Thubsdat,  December  18. 

The  Senate  reaumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representativea  for 
concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  regulate  the  pay 
of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates,  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  when 
called  into  actual  service,  and  for  other  purposes.** 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  fourth  section  of  the 
bill  as  follows ; 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  addition  to 
the  pay  heretofore  authorized  by  law,  there  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  to  the  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
sicians, and  privates,  of  the  militia  lately  called  forth 
into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  on  an  ex- 

Sedition  to  Fort  Pitt,  such  sums  as  shall,  with  the  pay 
eretofore  hy  law  established,  be  equal  to  the  allow- 
ances respectively  provided  in  the  hrst  section  of  this 
act:  Provided^  nevertheless^  That  the  compensations 
made  by  any  State,  to  the  militia  called  forth  from  such 
State,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  included  in  the  additional 
allowance  authorised  by  this  act ;  and  such  State  shall 
be  eotitled  to  receive  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  such  sums  as  they  shall  have  paid  or  allowed  to 
the  non  commissioned  officers,  musicums,  and  privates, 
over  and  above  the  pay  heretofore  allowed  by  law,  and 
not  exceeding  the  aaditional  allowance  granted  by  this 
act:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yeag  9,  nays  14»  as 
follows : 

i  Tkai. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Edwards^ 
Jackson,  Langdon,  Livermore,  Martin,  and  Robinson. 

NATS.^Messr8.  Bradford,  Oabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Frelinghuysen,  Hawkins,  Isard,  King,  Mitchell,  Morris, 
Potts,  Ross,  Rutherfurd,  and  Strong. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Fbidat,  December  19. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
reeommitted  the  bill  to  establiah  the  office  of  Pur- 
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veyor  of  Supplies,  reported  ameDdmentB,  which 
were  read  and  adopted. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  regulate  the 
pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,** was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  expunge  these  words,  section  first, 
*^  and  sixty-six  cents,"  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  add  these  words,  section  fourth, 
after  the  word  *•  State,"  **  upon  the  late  or  upon 
any  former  occasion,"  it  passed  in  the  negative-— 
yeas  4,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Brown,  Edwards,  Martin,  and  Ro- 
binson. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
Foster,  Frelinghuyseo,  Hawkins,  Izard,  King,  Lang- 
don,  Livermore,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Potts,  Ross,  Rather- 
furd,  and  Strong. 

On  motion  the  following  amendments  were 
agreed  to : 

Section  4lh,  after  the  word  "  first,"  insert  **  and 
second ;"  and  make  the  word  *»  section"  plural. 

To  the  end  of  the  bill  add: 

**  And  to  each  recruit,  who  shall  be  enlisted  after  the 
said  first  day  of  January,  in  addition  to  the  bounty  au- 
thorised by  law,  a  bounty  of  eight  dollars." 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed !  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  6,  as 
follows : 

Teas — ^Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Edwards, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Frelinghuyseo,  Hawkins,  Izard] 
King,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Potts,  Ross,  and  Strung. 

llATB. — Messrs.  Brown,  Langdon,  Livermore,  Mar- 
tin, Robinson,  and  Rutberfurd. 

So  it  Was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repre:i«ntaiives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  and 
for  the  expenses  of  the  militia  lately  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,"  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and,  by  una- 
nimous consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Langdon,  King,  and  Cabot,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuTHEKFURD,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  ''An  act 
makiuj?  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ond  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-five,"  reported  amendments,  which  were  read 
and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


MoiTDAT,  December  22. 

Mr.  Lanodon,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  coocarrence,  entitled   ''An  act 


making  Appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Mi- 
litary Establishment  for  the  year  one  thoDsaod 
seven  hundred  and  ninetv-five,  and  for  the  expenses 
of  the  militia  lately  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,"  reported  the  bill  without  ameod- 
ment;  and  the  report  being  adopted, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partment of  War,  with  representations  from  Go- 
vernor Blount  and. others,  respecting  Indian  affairs; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  making  Appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-fire,'' 
was  read  the  third  time.  On  motion,  the  sum  ap> 
preprinted  for  payment  of  the  pension  of  the  laie 
Baron  Steuben  was  expunged,  and  the  gross  sam 
mentioned  in  the  first  clause  of  the  bill  conformed 
to  this  amendment. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  Pur>'eyor  of 
Supplies  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


Tuesday,  December  23. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives! 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  making  Appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment, for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  and  for  the  expenses  of  the  militia 
lately  culled  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,*"' 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a| 
bill,  entitled  "•  An  net  authorizing  a  transfer  d 
the  stock  Htsnding  to  the  credit  of  certain  States,*^ 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Wednesday,  December  24. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represenli- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  •*  An  act  authorize 
ing  the  transfer  of  the  stock  standing  to  the  credit  ol 
certain  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Bradford,  Langdon,  and 
Brown,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  th< 
Senate. 

A  message  from  .the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  with  an  amend* 
ment  to  their  last  amendment,  to  the  bill  entitle<j 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non-commis- 
sioned oflicer8,  musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United  States,  when  called  into  actual 
service,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  to  which  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  read 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  King,  an^ 
Hawkins,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  th< 
Senate. 
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Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
-eferred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
entatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for 
be  relief  of  Peter  Covenhoven/'  reported  that  the 
>ill  pass  without  amendment ;  and  the  report  was 
igreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Friday,  December  26. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represents- 
ives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  re- 
ief  of  Peter  CoYenhoven,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
uid  passed. 

Mr.  £LLswoitTH  reported,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  House  of  BepresentatiYes  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to 
regulate  the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
musiciaas,  and  privates,  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
Stites,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  and  the  report  was  adopted. 
Whereupon, 

Resohed^  That  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amend- 
ment to  their  last  amendment,  and  insUt  on  their 
said  amendment,  and  ask  a  conference  on  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  ;  and  that  Messrs. 
Ring,  Ellsworth,  and  Hawkins,  be  managers  at 
the  same  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bradford  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill.  Sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An 
act  authorizing  the  transfer  of  the  stock  standing 
to  the  credit  of  certain  States,"  that  the  bill  pass 
without  amendment;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Monday,  December  29. 

Hrney  Tazewell,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
State  of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  John  Taylor,  re- 
signed, produced  his  credentials,  which  were  read, 
and  the  Vice  President  administered  to  him  the 
03th  required  by  law,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivts  for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  authoriz- 
ing the  transfer  of  the  stock  standing  to  the  credit 
or  certain  States,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
proposed  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate 
the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  and  have  appointed  managers  at 
the  same  on  their  part 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  Elkanah  Pren- 
tice, together  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  War  thereon,  be  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Liyermorb,  and  Bradford,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  motion  was  made, 

"That  a  eommittee  be  appointed  to  examine  and 
ameDd  the  proviaiouB  of  the  Judiciary  laws,  so  fiu  as 


they  respect  the  powers  of  the  Judges  to  appoint  spe- 
cial sessions  of  the  Circuit  Courts  :*' 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, reported,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
cannot  be  granted ;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Kino  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report  whicb 
was  read,  as  follows : 

.  ^  The  Cummittees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  appointed  to 
confer  on  the  different  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the 
bill,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  Don- 
commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  when  called  into  actual 
service,  and  for  other  purposes,"  have  conferred  and 
agreed,  that  it  will  be  proper  for  the  Senate  to  agree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the>  Senate,  and  disagreed  to 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  the  following 
amendments,  vis : 

Strike  out  "  four,"  and  insert  '  eight  ;**  strike  out 
"  twelve,**  and  insert  "  sixteen  ;"  strike  out  "  two,**  and 
insert  "  six ;"  strike  out  "  ten,"  and  insert "  fourteen ;" 
strike  out  from  "  dollars"  to  the  end  of  the  section,  and 
insert  '*  but  the  payment  of  four  dollars  of  each  addi- 
tional bounty  hereby  granted,  shall  be  deferred  until  the 
soldier  enlisting  shall  join  the  regiment  or  corps  in 
which  he  is  to  serve." 

"And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  to  those  in  the  mi- 
litary service  of  the  United  States,  who  are,  or  shall 
be,  employed  on  the  Western  frontiers,  there  shall  be 
allowed,  during  the  time  of  their  being  so  employed,  two 
ounces  of  flour,  or  bread,  and  two  ounces  of  beef,  or 
pork,  in  addition  to  each  of  their  rations,  and  half  a  pint 
of  salt,  in  addition  to  every  hundred  of  their  rations." 

**  And  that  it  will  be  proper  for  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  agree  to  such  amendments  of  their  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate :" 

Whereupon, 

Eetolvedf  That  the  Senate  so  far  recede  from 
theh*  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  that  the  bill  be  amended  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  therewith. 


Tuesday,  December  80. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  *'  An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of 
certain  instalments  of  Foreign  Debts,  and  of  the 
third  instalment  due  on  a  loan  made  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  consideration  of  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  amend  the  provisions  of  the  Judiciary,  was 
resumed,  and  being  amended,  was  adopted.  Where- 
upon, 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Ross,  Ellsworth,  and 
Strong,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  bringing  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  provisions 


807 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


808 


Sbnatb.] 


Proceedings, 


[Jahcaxt,  1793. 


of  the  Judiciarj  laws,  so  far  as  they  respect  the 
powers  of  the  Judges  to  appoint  special  sessions  of 
the  Circait  Courts. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  motion  made  yesterday,  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  examine  and  amend  the 
proTisions  of  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
purpose,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  ths  UNiTsn  States  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Houae  of  JRepresentaiivee  : 

I  lay  before  you  a  Report  made  to  me  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  reflpectiog  the  froatiers  of  the  United 
States.  The  disorders  and  the  great  expenses  which 
incessantly  arise  upon  the  frontiers,  are  of  a  nature  and 
magnitude  to  excite  the  most  serious  considerations^ 

I  feel  a  confidence  that  Congress  will  devise  such 
Constitutional  and  efficient  measures  as  shall  be  equal 
to  the  great  objects  of  preserving  our  treaties  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  of  affording  an  adequate  protection 
to  our  frontiers. 

O.  WASHmCTON. 
United  States,  December  80, 1794. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Wedkbsdat,  December  81. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  holding  of  special  Courts 
in  certain  cases,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  postponed. 

The  bill  sent 'from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the 
payment  of  certain  instalments  of  foreign  Debts, 
and  of  the  third  instalment  due  on  a  loan  made  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,''  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  a  thini  reading. 

The  Vice  Peesident  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  respecting  invalid  pensioners,  in  pursuance  of 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  claims  to  inva- 
lid pensions ;"  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Strong,  Bradford,  and 
Ellsworth,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  further  extending  the  time  for  receiv- 
ing on  Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States, 
and,  if  they  think  proper,  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
purpose. 


Thursday,  January  1, 1796. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  further  extending  the 
time  for  receiving  on  Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of 
the  United  States,  reported  a  bill  for  the  purpose, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the 
payment  of  certain  instalments  of  Foreign  Debts, 
and  of  the  third  instalment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the 


holding  of  special  Courts  in  certain  cases,  was  rt:- 
sumed,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  bTil 
was  postponed  until  the  11th  of  February  next 


Fridat,  January  2. 

The  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  reeeiving 
on  Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  the  third  reading. 


Mondat,  January  6. 

The  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  reoeiviog 
on  Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitied  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  aol 
Post  Roads,"  was  resumed,  and  the 
thereof  further  postponed. 


Tuesday,  January  6. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  ascertainment  of 
certain  losses  of  the  officers  of  Qovemment,  and 
other  citizens,  by  the  insurgents  in  the  Western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  providing  some 
present  relief  to  the  sufferers  ;'*  and  the  bill,  entitiel 
"  An  act  making  further  provision  in  cases  of  dnv- 
backs  ;**  in  which  several  bills  they  desire  the  ooq- 
currence  of  the  Senate. 

These  bills  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
tp  a  second  reading. 

Wednesday,  January  7. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  w&» 
referred,  on  the  2d  December  last,  the  exam ina tun 
of  the  demands  of  Griffith  Jones,  Samuel  Prioleau, 
and  John  R.  Livingston,  against  the  United  State.s 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  of  Samuel  Prioleau,  which  was  read,  and  or* 
dered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  ascertain- 
ment of  certain  losses  of  the  officers  of  Oovernment 
and  other  citizens,  by  the  insurgents  in  the  West* 
em  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  providing  some 
present  relief  to  the  sufferers,"  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Potts,  Jaccso.v, 
and  Ross,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bin  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making  further 
provision  in  cases  of  drawbacks,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Thursday,  January  8. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  further  provision  in  cases  of  draw- 
backs," was  resumed,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ca- 
bot, Ellsworth,  and  Strong,  to  consider  and  ^^ 
port  thereon  to  the  Senate. 


109 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


810 


^AjnjAUT,  1796.] 


ProoMdings, 


[Skxati 


The  bill  to  Authorize  the  setUement  of  the  claim 
f  Samuel  Prioleftu,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
rdered  to  be  engrossed  for  the  third  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
'R£sn>E3rT  OF  THB  Umited  States  : 

}entJ^emtn  ofikt  8enaU 

amdofiht  Homm  of  Rtjp/fuenkiihe% : 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  Acts  passed  by  the 
leg^latures  of  the  States  of  Vermont,  Massachusetts, 
Qd  New  York,  ratifying  the  amendment  proposed  by 
tie  Senate  and  Hoase  of  Representatives  at  their  last 
essioB,  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^  re- 
pecting  the  Judicial  power  thereof 

The  Minister  of  the  French  Republic  having  commo- 
icated  to  the  Secretary  of  State  certain  proceedings 
( the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  reapecting  Weights 
ad  Measures,  I  lay  these  also  before  CongresiL 

The  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  tiie  Western  Ter- 
itory,  copies  of  which  are  now  transmitted,  refers  to  a 
kfect  in  the  Judicial  system  of  that  Territory  deserr- 
^  the  attention  of  Congress. 

The  necessary  absence  of  the  Jndge  of  the  District 
if  Pennsylvania,  upon  business  connected  with  the  late 
psurrection,  is  stated  by  him,  in  a  I>etter,  of  which  I 
brward  copies,  to  have  produced  certain  interruptions 
a  the  Judicial  proceedings  of  that  District,  whicn  can- 
wt  be  removed  without  the  interposition  of  Congress. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Uxmso  Statss,  Jamiuary  8,  1796. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Fbidat,  January  9. 

The  bin  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  claim 
of  Samuel  Prioleaa  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule 
of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore 
passed  on  that  subject;**  and  a  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  imposing  du- 
ties on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
iDto  the  (Tnited  States;'*  in  which  several  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

These  bills  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Grdered^  That  three  hundred  copies  of  the  com- 
manications  from  the  Minister  of  the  French  Ke- 
public,  of  a  decree  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
safety  of  the  National  Convention,  on  the  subject 
of  Weights  and  Measures,  and  referred  to  in  the 
Message  of  the  Prbsioent  or  the  United  States 
of  the  8th  instant^  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Swnate. 


Monday,  January  12. 

Mr.  PoTFS,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ftrred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  aa- 
certainment  of  certain  losses  of  the  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  other  citizens,  by  the  insurgents  in 
the  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  provi- 
ding some  present  relief  to  the  sufferers,**  reported  I 


amendments,  which  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States: 

C^entUmen  oftfu  Senate,  and 

of  the  HouM  of  Eepresentaiivet : 

I  lay  before  Congress,  for  their  consideration,  the 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompa- 
nied by  an  extract  from  a  memorandam  of  James  Sea- 
grove,  agent  of  Indian  Affairs. 

G.  WASHINGTCN. 

United  States,  January  12,  1796. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  until  to-morrow  for 
consideration. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the 
act  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,**  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Wednesday  next 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Hoose  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '*An  act  supplementary 
to  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,** 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Burr,  Cabot,  and  Morris,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States,*'  was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  being 
amended,  was  passed. 

Tuesday,  January  18. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  in  cases  of  drawbacks,'*  reported 
amendments,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kino  moved  for  permission  to  introduce  a 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for  other 
purposes.**  And  the  rule  being  dispensed  with,  by 
unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Brown  laid  before  the  Senate  the  petition 
of  Jean  Gabriel  Gervais,  Attorney  for  the  French 
inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  which  was  read,  praying 
the  consideration  of  their  case,  as  stated  at  large  in 
a  former  memorial.  And  on  motion  that  the  order 
of  the  Senate  of  the  18  th  of  May  last,  relative  to 
the  claims  of  the  settlers  at  Galliopolis,  together 
with  the  memorial  of  Jean  Gabriel  Gervais,  Agent 
for  the  said  settlers,  be  referred  to  a  committee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon :  a  motion  was  made 
that  the  consideration  of  this  business  be  postponed  * 
and,  it  passed  in  the  negative.  And  the  original 
motion  oeing  adopted,  it  was  ordered  that  Messrs. 
BuKB,  Brown,  Livermorb,  Ellsworth,  and  Kiso, 
be  a  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 
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Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Ross,  Bradford,  and 
Langdon,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  making 
an  extra  allowance  to  certain  clerks  in  the  public 
offices,  and  to  the  widows  and  fiunilies  of  certain 
deceased  clerks. 

Ordered,  That  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence, 
entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  ascertainment  of  certain 
losses  of  the  officers  of  Government,  and  other  cit- 
izens, by  the  insurgents  in  the  Western  counties  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  providing  some  present  relief  to 
the  sufferers,"  be^plostponed.    , 


Wbdnssdat,  January  14. 

'  The  bOl  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and 
for  other  purposes,'*  was  read  the  second  time ;  and, 
by  unanimous  consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with, 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  '*  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  act  here- 
tofore passed  on  that  subject*' 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Tbursdat,  January  15. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,**  was  read  the 
third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  insert  the  following  words, 
in  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  after  the  word  "  as- 
sembled :" 

"  That  no  alien  shall  hereafter  become  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  except  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  this  act ;  and" 

And,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  of 
this  motion  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  consideration  of  the  amendments  reported 
to  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  making  further 
provision  in  cases  of  drawbacks,"  was  resumed, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed. 

FamAT,  January  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  **  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule 
of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore 
passed  on  that  subject  ;**  together  with  the  amend- 
ment under  debate  yesterday. 

On  motion  that  the  bill,  together  with  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  be  committed,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion,  permission  was  given  to  withdraw 
the  motion  for  amendment 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  insert  the  words 
'*  any  of,"  after  the  words  "  citizen  of^"  that  the 
clause  be  read  as  follows : 


**  That  any  alien,  being  a  free  white  penoo,  mty  be 
admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  any  of  the  United  | 
States,  on  the  following  condiUons : 

On  motion,  to  add  these  words,  "  and  not  other- 
wise," after  the  word  "  conditions,"  so  that  the 
clause  be  read  as  foUowa: 

"  That  any  alien,  being  a  free  white  person,  mar  be 
admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  any  of  the  UDittd 
States,  on  the  following  conditions,  and  not  othenrUi." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  13,  nays  11, 
as  follows : 

7sAS.^Messrs.  Bradford  Cabot,  Edwards,  EDsworth. 
Foster,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Izard,  King,  Livennore,  ^t- 
cfaell,  Ross,  and  Strong. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bradlev,  Brown,  Bnrr,  Frelinghor- 
sen,  Jackson,  Langdon,  luurtin,  Potts,  Robtnsoo,  Roth- 
erfurd,  and  TasewclL 

On  motion,  to  add  to  the  bill  this  clause  : 

*'  Those  aliens  who  now  dwell  or  may  hereafter  set- 
tle, in  the  Territory  Southwest  of  the  River  Ohio,  and 
in  that  Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio^  shall  be  natural 
ized  in  their  Courts,  upon  the  same  terms  of  residesoe 
in  the  Territories  respectively,  and  subject  to  the  r^ 
strictions  provided  in  this  act  :** 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  together  with  this  mo- 
tion, be  referred,  to  Messrs.  Kino,  Tazbwrll,  and 
Brown,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Se- 
nate. 

The  Vice  Prssidsnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Treasury,  stating  that,  conformably  to  U«r, 
*'  he  had  digested  and  prepared  a  plan,  on  the  ba- 
sis of  the  actual  revenues,  for  the  further  support 
of  public  credit,  which  is  ready  for  communicatioii 
to  the  Senate.** 

The  communication  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 


Monday,  January  19. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  oommc- 
nication  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Treasury,  of  the  16th  instant;  and. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  notified  that  the  Senate  are 
ready  to  receive  the  plan  for  the  further  support  of 
pubhc  credit  therein  mentioned. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Epaphns 
Jones,  and  others ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  The  said  bill  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to  the  brll 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  *'  An  act  making  further  provision 
in  cases  of  drawbacks." 

On  motion,  to  strike  out  these  words,  in  section 
1,  **  any  district  therein,  and,"  and  insert  "  the  ports 
into  which  they  were  imported,  or  from  either  of 
the  following  port^,  to  wit:  Portsmouth,  Boston, 
Providence,  New  London,  New  York,  Perth  Am- 
boy,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Baltimore,  Norfolk, 
Wilmington,  Charleston,  or  Savannah,  and  shall 
be  :*'  and,  afrer  debate,  it  was  ordered  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 
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TuBSDAT,  January  20. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
or  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Spapbras  Jones,  and  others,**  was  read  the  second 
ime,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Fostbb,  and 
147THBBFURD,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
imendments  reported  by  the  committee  to  the  bill 
;ent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  '*  An  act  making  further  provision 
in  cases  of  drawbacks,"  together  with  the  motion 
made  yesterday  thereon ;  and,  having  adopted  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  further  amended  the 
bi]],  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  petition  of  Chandler  Dinwiddie  Fowke,  in 
behalf  of  the  heir  and  legatee  of  Jane  Stobo,  de- 
ceased, was  presented  and  read,  praying  payment 
of  a  certificate  signed  by  Timothy  Pickering^  Quar- 
termaster General,  dated  8d  December,  1783,  for 
seven  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  and  forty-five 
cents,  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent 
Ordered^  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 
The  VicB  President  communicated  a  Letter 
from  the  Honorable  Mr.  Butler,  stating  that  he 
cannot  attend  at  present  in  Senate,  on  account  of 
the  state  of  bis  health,  and  the  inclemency  of  the 
season. 


TVbdnbsdat,  January  21. 

The  YicB  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Report  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Treasury,  of  the  plan  for  the  support  of  public 
credit;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  Ue  for 
consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  of  Samuel  Prioleau,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  making  further 
provision  in  cases  of  drawbacks,**  was  read  the 
third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  expunge  the  third  section 
of  the  bill,  as  follows : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  after  the  last  day 
of  March  next,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  importer  or 
exporter  of  any  liquors  in  casks,  coffee  in  casks,  or  other 
packages,  or  any  unrefined  sugars,  to  fill  up  the  casks 
or  packages  out  of  other  casks  or  packages  included  in 
(He  original  importation,  or  into  new  casks  or  packages 
io  ease  the  original  cask  or  package  shall  be  so  injured 
aa  to  be  rendered  unfit  for  exportation,  and  under  the 
inspection  of  tbe  Inspector  of  the  port  from  which  such 
liqwra,  coffee,  or  unrefined  sugars,  are  intended  to  be 
exported :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  10,  nays  18,  as 
follows : 

Teas. — Hessra  Hawkins,  Henry,  Jackson,  Martio, 
Morris,  Potts,  Robinson,  Ross,  Rutherfurd,  and  Taze- 
well 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brown,  Cabot, 
Bdwards,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Isard,  King,  Langdon, 
Lirenaore,  Mitchell,  and  Strong. 


On  motion  to  expunge  these  words,  section  8, 
*'  any  liquors  in  casks, '^  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  amendment  agreed  to 
yesterday,  by  expunging  these  words,  '*  the  ports 
in  which  they  were  imported,  or  from  either,"  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  add  the  following 
proviso  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  section  : 

'*  And  provided  always.  That  in  no  case  of  an  ex- 
portation by  the  origioal  importer  shall  a  drawback  be 
Said,  until  the  duties  on  the  importation  thereof  shall 
ave  been  first  received." 

Besohedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  bill  sent  firom  the  Senate  for  concurrence, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of 
the  claim  of  Samuel  Prioleau;'*  and,  concurred 
therein. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  supplemen- 
tary to  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,"  reported  amendments,  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


TnuRsnAT,  January  22. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  reviving  certain  suits  and 
process  which  have  been  discontinued  in  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  Pennsylvania,"  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  imposing 
duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  import^ 
ed  into  the  United  States ;"  and,  after  debate,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives fbr  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Epaphras  Jones,  and  others,"  reported  an 
amendment,  which  was  read,  and  adopted,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  KiKo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  establish 
an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the 
act  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  together 
with  a  motion  made  thereon,  reported  the  follow- 
ing amendments,  to  wit :  Strike  out  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  first  section,  and  insert — 

"For  carrying  into  complete  effect  the  power  given 
by  the  Constitution  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  nato- 
ralisation  throughout  the  Uuited  States:  Be  it  enaded 
by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreeentatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That 
any  alien,  being  a  free  white  person,  may  be  admitted 
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to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States*  or  any  of 
them,  on  the  following  conditions,  and  not  otherwise :" 

Section  2,  after  the  word  "  citizen,"  strike  out 
"  thereof." 

On  motion^  it  was  agreed  to  divide  the  para- 
graph reported  as  the  first  amendment,  and  adopt 
it  as  for  as  the  word  "conditions,"  inclusive ;  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  adopt  these  words, 
**  and  not  otherwise,"  containing  the  other  division 
of  the  paragraph. 

A  motion  was  made  to  add  to  the  end  of  the  bill 
the  following  clause : 

*•  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provisions  contain- 
ed in  this  act  shall  extend  to  the  Korthwesteni  and 
Southwestern  Territories  respectively :" 

And,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Fridat,  January  28. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Kpaphras  Jones,  and  others,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  for  reviving 
certain  suits  and  process  which  have  been  discon- 
tinued in  the  District  Court  of  Pennsylvania," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  several  acts  imposing  duties 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into 
the  United  States ;"  and,  having  in  part  adopted 
the  same,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  '  An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships 
or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting-trade 
and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same  ;* "  and  a 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  remission  of  the  ton- 
nage duties  on  certain  French  vessels ;"  in  which 
several  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

These  bills  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  Vice  PRSsmsKT  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Treasury,  on  the  memorial  of  a  number  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island,  praying  that  a  light-house  may  be  erected, 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States^  on  Watch 
Hin,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  fbr  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  proposed  yesterday,  to  add  the  follow- 
ing clause  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish 
an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the 
act  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,  to  wit : 

*'  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  provisions  contain- 
ed in  this  act  shall  extend  to  the  Northwestern  and 
Southwestern  Territories  respectively  f 


On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  this  motioD, 
by  inserting,  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  these 
words,  after  the  word  "  State,"  "  or  of  the  Terri- 
tories ;"  and,  in  the  same  section,  after  the  word 
"  States,"  these  words,  "  or  of  the  Territories ;"  and 
by  inserting,  in  section  2,  after  the  word  "  Stale," 
"  or  Territory." 

Ordered^  That  the  further  oon8ideralio&  of  this 
motion  be  postponed. 


Monday,  January  26. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  motion,  as  it  was  agreed  to  be  amended  on 
Friday,  to  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  *^  An  act  to 
establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and 
to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  passed  on  that  sub- 
ject ;"  and  it  being  further  amended,  was  adopted, 
as  follows  : 

Line  5th,  after  the  words  "  the  States,"  insert 
"  or  of  the  Territories  Northwest  or  South  of  the 
river  Ohio." 

Line  11th,  after  the  word  "SUte,"  insert  "or 
Territory." 

On  motion  to  add  the  following  clause  to  the 
bill: 

**  Every  person  naturalized  under  this  act,  shall,  at 
the  time  of  his  naturalization,  specify  the  names  of  sll 
his  children  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  resi- 
deot  within  the  United  States ;  and  the  clerk  of  the 
Court  shall  send  a  certificate  of  everv  natixralizatioo, 
and  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  children  as  shall  be 
thus  specified,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  shall 
keep  a  record  of  the  same  :** 

And  a  motion  was  made  to  add  to  this  motion  &s 
follows : 

**  For  all  which  services,  directed  by  this  act  to  be 
performed  by  the  clerks  of  the  Courts  aforesaid,  the 
said  clerks  shall  be  entitled  to  feceive  from  each  per- 
son naturalized  (whether  having  a  family  or  not)  the 
sum  of         ." 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion 
thus  amended,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Reaohed^  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  bill  was  further 
amended,  as  follows : 

Line  7th,  after  the  words  "  white  clayed^"  insert 
"  or  white  powdered,"  and,  in  the  same  line,  after 
"  clayed,"  insert  **  or  powdered." 

ReeoUidy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmeotB. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fi.<iheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
same,' "  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Jackson,  Izaro,  and  Livkrmorb,  to  coa- 
sider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  reviving 
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iertain  suits  and  process  which  have  been  discon- 
inued  in  the  District  Court  of  PennsjlTsnia,"  was 
ead  the  third  time  and  passed. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
he  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representattyes 
or  concurrence,  entitled  *^  An  act  for  the  remission 
f  the  tonnage  duties  on  certain  French  vessels ;" 
jsd,  bj  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  the 
bird  time  and  passed. 


TuBSDAT,  January  27. 

The  TiCB  PREStDEirr  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
accounts  of  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer,  of  the 
xpenditures  for  the  quarter  ending  the  80th  of 
September  last^  which,  being  read,  were  ordered  to 
ie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
or  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  Uie  ascertain- 
Dent  of  certain  losses  of  the  officers  of  Govern- 
Dent,  and  other  citizens,  by  the  insurgents  in  the 
lYestern  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  providing 
iome  present  relief  to  the  sufferers,^'  was  read  the 
bird  time  and  passed. 

The  petition  of  Zachariah  Allen,  of  the  State  of 
ihode  Island,  was  presented  and  read,  praying 
hat  the  proper  officers  may  be  empowered  and 
iirected  to  furnish  a  certun  vessel  therein  named, 
iod  the  property  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
ilthough  not  built  therein,  with  the  necessary  pa- 
)er$^  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  said  petition. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
fosTEB,  Stbono,  and  Ellswohth,  to  consider  and 
*eport  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
Dformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
itiTes  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supple- 
neotary  to  the  act  concerning  invalids  ;**  and  a  bill, 
mtitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  coUec- 
Jon  of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
iise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the 
Eonnage  of  ships  or  vessels  ;* "  in  which  several  bills 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  ^Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  meniioobd  were  read  and  or- 
kred  to  a  seoood  readings 


Wednesday,  January  28. 

The  bill  sent  frt>m  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrenoe,  entitled  '*  An  act  supplementary 
to  ikt  act  concerning  invalids,"  was  re^i  the  second 
time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Braolbt,  Ellswoktb, 
bid  Hawuhs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
kh<  Senate. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  cominiitee  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  making  an  extra  allowance  to  certain 
dtrks  in  the  public  offices^  aad  to  the  widows  and 
liuniliea  of  certain  deceased  clerks,  reported  a  bill 
^  that  purpose,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 


Thcbsdat,  Januaiy  29. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
loformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 


a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  repeal  a  part,  and  to 
continue  in  force  another  part,  of  the  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  export- 
ation of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  encouraging 
the  importation  of  the  same  ;* "  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  bill  making  an  extra  aDowance  to  certain 
clerks  in  the  public  offices,  and  to  the  widows  and 
fiimilies  of  certain  deceased  clerks,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act)  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  more  effect- 
ually for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,'  **  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  the  26th  instant  on  the  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
*  An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels 
to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries, 
and  for  regulating  the  same,' ''*  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Seoata 


FaiDAT,  January  80. 

The  bill  making  an  extra  allowance  to  certahi 
clerks  in  the  public  offices,  and  to  the  widows  and 
families  of  certain  deceased  clerks,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  recommitted  for  further  inquiry. 

The  biU  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  a  party 
and  to  continue  in  force  another  part,  of  the  act, 
entitled  *  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  encour- 
aging the  importation  of  the  same,'  '*  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Rutherfubd, 
Hawkins,  and  Jagksom,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Vies  Prbsidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
confidential  communication  from  the  Secretair  of 
the  Department  of  War,  which  was  read,  ana  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration. 


MoKDAY,  February  2. 

The  VicB  Peesident  laid  before  the  Senate  th® 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
Treasury,  on  the  •petition  of  Oliver  and  Thompson, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  Jacksok,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  for  enrol- 
ling and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed 
in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regu- 
lating the  same,  **  reported  amendments,  which  were 
read. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Tazxwbll  notified  the  Senate,  that  he 
should  to-morrow  ask  permission  to  introduce  a 
bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
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the  State  of  Virginia,  passed  the  25th  of  December^ 
1794,  for  the  support  of  a  Marine  Hospital 

Tuesday,  Febnuuy  8. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  *'An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for  enrolling 
and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating 
the  same,'^'  and  the  report  was  adopted;  and  the 
bill  being  further  amended,  w«b  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Tazb- 
WBLL  obtained  permission  to  introduce  a  bill  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  passed  the  twenty-fifth  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  sexen  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  for  the  support  of  a  Marine  Hospital,  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 


Wednesday,  February  4. 

A  message  front  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  allowance  of  a 
drawback  on  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Enter- 
prise^'* in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate ;  the  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  order- 
ed to  a  second  reading. 

The  following  confidential  Message  was  received 
from  the  pREsiDsm'  of  the  Uicited  States  : 

Gmtiemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  ffotue  of  Ii«pre$entative$ : 

I  lay  before  Congress,  for  their  oonsideration,  a  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  State,  upon  the  subject  of 
Loans,  which  is  extremely  interesting  and  urgent 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Unird  States,  Febrwuy  4, 1796. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supplement- 
ary to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
same,' "  was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  concerning  invalids,"  reported 
the  following  amendment : 

Strike  out  the  whole  of  the  last  section,  after 
the  word  "  enacted,"  in  the  first  line,  and  insert  in 
lieu  thereof, 

''That  no  commissioned  oiBcer  who  has  received 
oommutatioD  of  half  pay  shall  be  paid  a  pension  as  an 
invalid  until  be  shall  return  his  commutation  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  except  where  special 
provision  has  been  made  in  particular  caAes  for  allow> 
tng  pensions  on  the  return  only  of  certain  portions  of 
the  commutation :" 


On  the  question  to  adopt  the  report,  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative — ^yeas  15,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Edvards, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Jackson,  Ixard, 
Langdon,  Martin,  Robinson,  Ross,  and  Rutherford. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Burr,  Frelioghuyaen,  Livermore,  Mit- 
chell, Morris,  Potts,  Strong,  and  Tazewell 

On  motion  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  ex- 
punging the  words  "  his  commutation,*'  line  third 
of  the  amendment,  and  further  to  amend  it,  to  read 
as  follows : 

"That  no  commissioned  officer  who  has  receiTsd 
commutation  of  half  pay  shall  be  paid  a  pension  as  aa 
invalid,  until  he  shall  return  into  the  Treasury  of  tbc 
United  States  a  proportion  of  the  principal  of 'the  coor 
mutation  received  by  him,  equal  to  the  proportioa  of 
pension  to  be  allowed  him,  except  where  special  proTi- 
sion  has  been  made  in  particular  cases,  for  allowiu; 
pensions,  on  the  return  only  of  certain  portions  of  tW 
commutation :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative.  And  on  the  questioa 
to  agree  to  the  last  section  of  the  bill,  as  amended, 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  15,  nays  8,  as 
follows : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Edwards, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Jackson,  Ixani, 
Langdon,  Martin,  Robinson,  Ross,  and  Rutherfurd. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bnrr,  Frelinghuysen,  Livermore,  Mit- 
chell, Morris,  Potts,  Strong,  and  TaxewelL 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  passed  the  twenty-fifth 
of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four,  for  the  support  of  a  Marine  Hospital, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Tazewell,  Ellsworth,  and  Lanodox,  to  considdr 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Thursday,  February  5. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represeota. 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  allowance  of  drawback  on  part  of  the  car- 
go of  the  ship  Enterprise,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Lanooon,  Hawdxs, 
and  PoTTS,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  third  reading  of  the  biD, 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  concerning  invalids,**  be  postponed  to  Monday 
next 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  relative  to  the  compensations 
of  certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
duties  of  impost  and  tonnage  ;*'  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  The  bill  was 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

A  motion  was  noade, 

"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  anthoriaing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  call  such  of  the  invalids  on  the  pension  Itst  of 
the  United  States  into  service  as  are  able  to  dn  garriioo 
duty,  and,  if  found  expedient,  to  report  a  biU  :"* 
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Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  oonRideration. 

Mr.  LjLNGDON,  from  the  comauttee  on  the  bill 
ast  referred,  reported  that  it  pass  without  amend- 
oent;  and  the  report  was  adopted,  and  the  bill 
»rdered  to  a  third  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Strong,  Burr,  and 
'oTTs,  be  a  committee  to  examine  and  report  to  the 
senate  what  laws  will  expire  before  the  next  session 
»f  Congress. 


FUID1.T,  February  6. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
^r  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the 
dlowance  of  drawback  on  part  of  the  cargo  of  the 
thip  Enterpriae,"  was  read    the    third  time  and 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  relative  to 
the  compensation^  of  certain  officers  employed  in 
Ibe  collection  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  ton- 
nage," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Burr,  Langdon,  and 
Tazewell,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
lofurmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  authorizing  the  erection 
of  a  light.house  near  the  entrance  of  Georgetown 
harbor,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina  ;**  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  The 
bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
readinof. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  proceed- 
ings in  cases  of  outlawry,  which  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


Monday,  February  9i 

Mr.  Strong  reported  from  the  committee  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  examine  and  report  what 
Um-^  will  expire  before  the  next  Congress.  The 
report  was  read,  and  ordered  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  rela- 
tive to  the  compensations  of  certain  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  Collection  of  the  duties  of  impost 
and  tonnage,"  reported  an  amendment,  which  was 
tead  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  5ient  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  concerning  invalids,"  be  further  postponed 
to  Thursday  next. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An 
acf  sapplementar^  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  for 
enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regalating  the  same,'"  was  resumed;  and,  being 
further  amended, 

Rmked,  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
dents. 


The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  the 
erection  of  a  light-house  near  the  entrance  of  George- 
town harbor,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Lano- 
DON,  Jackson,  and  Hawkins,  to  conBider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  regulate  proceedings  in  cases  of  out- 
lawry was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and 
War  Departments  f  "  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  The  bill  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


Tuesday,  February  10. 

The  petition  of  James  Park  and  others,  messen- 
gers in  the  public  offices,  was  read,  praying  that 
their  compensation,  respectively,  may  be  aug- 
mented. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passe^ 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence, 
entitled  *'  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled, '  An  act 
to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within 
the  United  States,' '^  with  amendments;  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  The 
amendments  were  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ross,  Hawkins,  and  Rutherjurd,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  reported  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  revise  the  provisions  for  the  employ- 
ment and  compensation   of  clerks  in   the  public* 
offices,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the 
compensations  of  certain  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled '  An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury 
and  War  Departments,^"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
regulate  proceedings  in  cases  of  outlawry,  be  fur- 
ther postponed. 

Wednesday,  February  11. 

Mr.  Langdon,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  erection  of  a  light-house  near  the 
entrance  of  Georgetown  harbor  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,"  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  disagreed 
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to  all  the  amendmentA  of  tlie  Senate  to  the  bill 
entitled  *An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled *  An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or 
vessels  to  be  employed  io  the  coasting  trade  and 
fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same  ;*  **  and  ask  a 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  have  appointed  managen  on  their 
part 

JSetohed,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  proposed 
conference  on  the  amendments  to  the  last  men- 
tioned bill,  and  that  Messrs.  Livbbmorb  and 
Jacksox  be  managers  at  the  same  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  s^nt  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sent'itives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on 
e^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or 
vessels,* "  reported  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  tiie  act, 
entitled  'An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury 
and  War  Department^' "  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  holding  of  special  Courts,  in  certain 
cases,  be  postponed  until  the  23d  instant 

Orderedy  TTiat  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  and  report  to  the  Senate  what 
laws  will  expire  before  the  next  Congress  be  re- 
committed, and  that  the  committee  be  instructed 
to  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  continue  such  of  the 
said  laws  as  in  their  opinion  ought  to  be  continued. 

The  petition  of  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper  to 
the  Senate,  was  presented  and  read,  stating  the 
enhanced  nrice  of  the  necessaries  of  life»  and  pray- 
ing an  addition  to  his  compensation.  Where- 
upon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  pay  to 
the  said  James  Mathers,  out  of  the  contingent 
money,  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  to  make  his 
compensation,  for  the  last  year,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  in  addition  to  his  stated  salary,  that 
being  the  additional  sum  allowed  to  the  Doorkeeper 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


TmrRSDAT,  February  12. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *»  An  act  auUiorizing  the 
erection  of  a  light-house  near  the  entrance  of 
Georgetown  harbor,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  reimbursement  of  a 
Loan  authorized  bv  an  act  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

^  The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  for  the 
reimbursement  of  a  Loan  authorized  by  an  act  of 


• 

the  last  session  of  Congress,**  was  read  the  fir^ 
time,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  rale  wa§  dis- 
pensed with,  and  the  bill  was  read  the  seeood  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Knro,  Bbadfokd,  and  Ells- 
woBTH,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  eommittee,  ap- 
pointed  the  tenth  of  December  lavt,  to  revise  the 
provisions  for  the  employment  and  cooopeosatioo  of 
certain  clerks  in  the  public  offices,  be  the  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre9ent&ti\H 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  suppiementarr  to 
the  act  concerning  invalids,**  was  read  the  third 
time. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass,  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  iu  the  affirmatiTe— -yeas  11, 
nays  7,  as  follows: 

Teas. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Cabot,  EdtrvJi^ 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Hawkins,  King,  Langdon,  Robiosuc, 
and  Rutherfurd. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Burr,  Jackson,  livermore,  ^lartio, 
Mitchell,  Potts,  and  TkzewelL 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  paas,  with  an 
amendment 

Mr.  RtJTHBRPURD  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Hoa» 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  Aa 
act  to  repeal  a  part,  and  to  continue  in  force 
another  part,  of  the  act  entitled  'An  act  pro- 
hibiting, for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  encouraging  the  im- 
portation of  the  same;' "  and  the  report  was  adopt- 
ed.    Whereupon, 

Reiolved,  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 


Friday,  February  13. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report  of 
the  committee,  appointed  the  tenth  of  December 
last,  to  revise  the  provisions  for  the  employment 
and  compensation  of  eertain  elerks  in  the  public 
offices,  which  was  amended ;  and,  after  debate,  the 
report  was  committed  to  Messrs.  Ross,  Potts,  and 
King,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 


Monday,  February  16. 

Mr.  LtVBRUORB  reported,  from  the  managers  oo 
the  part  of  the  Senate  at  the  conference  on  the  di5* 
agreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  en- 
titled ''An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  eniitled 
*  An  act  lor  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels 
to  be  employed  in  Uie  coasting  trade  and  fisheries, 
and  for  regulating  the  same,'  **  that  the  bill  be  post- 
poned to  the  next  Congress ;  and  the  report  was 
adopted. 

On  motion,  that  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  ^An^-t 
supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide 
more  efiectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  oo 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  ihd 
tfnited  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or 
vessels,*  *'  be  postponed  to  the  next  Congress,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  oonridcr  the  amend- 
iients  reported  by  the  committee  to  the  said  bill; 
Ad,  having  adopted  them,  the  bill^was  ordered  to 
i  third  reading. 

On  request  of  the  Vies  Pbesidbnt,  it  was  agreed 
hiX  he  be  ezcosed  from  attendance  in  the  Senate, 
laring  the  session,  after  Wednesday  next 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  in- 
CR'med  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed  a  bill, 
iDtitled  "An  act  for  the  more  effectual  recovery  of 
kbts  due  from  individuals  to  the  United  States;** 
I  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  continuing  and  regulat- 
isg  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
ind  for  repealing  sundry  acts  heretofore  passed  on 
the  subject;**  and  a  **  Resolation  respecting  certain 
laws  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  North- 
wrest  of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  the  first  day  of  Au- 
gust, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two  ;** 
in  which  bills  and  resolutions  they  desire  the  con- 
earrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  and  resdution  last  brought  to  the  Se- 
nate for  concurrence  were  severally  read,  and  order- 
ed to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered^  That  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives last  mentioned  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
LiTBRMORC,  RuTBERFURo,  aud  BRAoroRD,  to  Consi- 
der and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KiHo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  biU,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
imbursement of  a  Loan  authorized  by  an  act  of  the 
list  session  of  Congress,"  reported  that  the  bill  pass, 
without  amendment  Whereupon,  it  was  agreed,  by 
onaDimous  consent,  that  the  bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time. 
Eewlvid^  That  this  bill  pass. 


Tuesday,  February  17. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concuiTence,  entitled,  '*An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  more  effectu- 
ally for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,* "  was  read 
the  third  time ;  and,  being  further  amended,  the  bill 
was  recommitted. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in- 
lormed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  '  Act  for 
ascertaining  the  fees  in  Admiraltv  proceedings  in 
the  District  Ck>urts  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  ;* "  and  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
repeal  part  of  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  prohibiting, 
for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  am- 
munition, and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the 
same  ;*  ^  in  which  several  bills  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  biQs  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bOl  to  regulate  proceedings  in  cases  of  outlawry. 

On  motion  that  this  bill  be  postponed,  it  passed 
in  the  negative ;  and,  after  debate,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration. 


The  following  Mesenges  were  received  from  the 
Pbbsideht  of  the  UnTED  States: 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Jiepreientativei : 

I  transmit  to  Oongresa  copies  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  of  an 
Act  of  the  Iiegislature  thereof^  ratifying  the  article  pro- 
posed in  amendmenl  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Umted 
States  respecting  the  Judicial  power. 

I  also  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  of  an  Act 
oi  the  Li^alatiire  thereof,  ceding  **  to  the  United  States 
certain  lands,  upon  the  conditions  therein  mentioned." 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UniTBo  States,  February  17,  1796. 

OenUemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houte  of  JiepreMentativet : 

I  have  received  copies  of  two  Acts  of  the  Legislator* 
of  Georgia — one  passed  on  the  28th  day  of  December, 
and  the  other  on  the  7th  day  of  January  last — for  ap- 
propriating and  seUinff  the  Indian  lands  within  the  ter- 
ritorial limits  claimed  by  that  State.  These  copies, 
though  not  officially  certified,  have  been  transmitted  to 
me  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  their 
authenticity.  These  Acts  embrace  an  object  of  such 
magnitude,  and  in  their  consequences  may  so  deeply 
affect  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  States,  tnat 
I  have  thought  it  necessary  now  to  lay  them  before 
Congress. 

In  confidence,  I  also  forward  copies  of  several  docu- 
ments and  papers  received  from  the  Governor  of  the 
SouUiwestem  Territory.  By  these,  it  seems  that  hos- 
tilities with  the  Cherokeee  have  ceased,  and  that  there 
is  a  pleasing  prospect  of  a  permanent  peace  with  that 
natioa  But,  from  all  the  communications  of  the  Gk>- 
vemor,  it  appears  that  the  Creeks,  in  small  parties,  con- 
tinue their  depredations^  and  it  is  uncertain  to  what 
they  may  finally  lead. 

The  several  papers  now  communicated  deserve  the 
immediate  attention  of  Congress,  who  will  consider  how 
far  the  subjects  of  them  may  require  their  co-operation. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UirrrxD  States,  Febrwirtf  17, 1795. 

The  Messages  were  severally  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 


Wedhesdat,  February  18. 

Mr.  SmoMO  from  the  committee  instructed  for 
that  purpose  on  the  11th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to 
continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  acts  there- 
in mentioned ;  which  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  to 
amend  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States,* "  reported  amendments  to  the  said  amend- 
ments. 

On  motion  to  recommit  the  report,  it  passed  in 
the  negative,  and,  the  report  being  further  amend- 
ed, it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments to  this  bill,  with  amendments  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in- 
formed the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
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bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  proyide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  lavs  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to  re- 
peal the  act  now  in  force  for  these  purposes;**  a 
bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  enabling  Qeorge  Gibbs  to 
obtain  a  drawback  of  duties  on  certain  exported 
wines  ;**  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Seymour;**  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  :**  in  which  several  bills  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  mentioned  were  seyeraUy  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  yesterday,  were 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  motion  made  the  13th  of  January  last, 
relative  to  the  claims  of  the  settlers  at  Galliopolis, 
together  with  the  memorial  of  Jean  G.  Grervais,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the 
French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  certain  hiws  of  the  State  of 
Ckorgia,  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
DiNT  OF  THE  United  States  of  the  l7th  inst,  be 
referred  to  Messrs.  Kino,  Ellsworth,  Strong, 
Ross,  and  Potts,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  King  notified  the  Senate,  that  he  should,  on 
Friday  next,  move  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
punish  frauds  committed  on  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Foster  laid  before  the  Senate  the  petition  of 
Henry  Merchant,  Judge  for  the  Rhode  Island  dis- 
trict, praying  an  augmentation  of  his  salary,  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fqstbr,  in  behalf  of  the  peti- 
tioner, have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  providing  for 
the  addition  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to 
the  petitioner*s  present  salary. 

Mr.  BcRR,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  McLean,  attorney  to 
Angus  McLean,  reported,  that  they  are  satisfied  of 
the  truth  of  the  facts  contained  in  the  petition,  and 
that  he  is  entitled  to  his  pay  for  his  services  in  the 
corps  of  sappers  and  miners ;  and  the  report  was 
adopted.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  the  peti- 
tion was  referred,  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  last  mentioned, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Angus  McLean, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  recovery  of  debts  due  from  individuals  to 
the  United  States,*'  was  read  the  second  time  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Foster,  Frelinobutsbn,  and 
ViNiNG,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  amendments  reported  on  the  bill, 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  *'  An  act  supplementary  to  the 


act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  more  effectoallj 
for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,*  **  reported 
amendments  to  the  same,  which  were  read  and 
adopted,  and  the  bill  being  further  amended,  it 
was 

Be$ohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  continue  ia 
force  the  act  for  ascertaining  the  fees  in  Admi- 
ralty proceedings  in  the  District  Courts  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,**  was  re^l 
the  second  time,  and  by  unanimous  consent  the 
rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  retd 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Resohed,  That  this  bill  pass. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  repeal  part 
of  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the  same,***  wis 
read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  that  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing, it  passed  in  the  negative.  So  it  was  resolved 
that  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatfres 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  continuing 
and  regulating  the  Military  Establishment  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  fbr  repealing  sundry  acts  here- 
tofore passed  on  that  subject,**  was  read  the  socood 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Frblinohutsek,  Bcrb, 
and  Foster,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 


Friday,  February  20. 

The  Vice  President  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  tem- 
pore, as  the  Constitution  provides,  and  Samvel 
LiVERMORE  was  duly  elected ;  who,  dedioiog  tbe 
appointment, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Hk5IT 
Tazewell  to  that  office. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pu* 
sident  or  THE  United  States,  and  notify  him 
of  the  election  of  Mr.  Tazewell  to  be  PaEsiDf  irr 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

The  petition  of  John  Rutledge,  administrator 
of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Rutledge,  deceased,  late 
deputy  commissary  general  of  purchases  for  tbe 
Southern  Department,  was  read,  praying  that  he 
may  be  enabled  to  obtain  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  said  Thomas  Rutledge. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Kino  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  punish  frauds  committed  on  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  which  bill  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Seymour,*'  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Frslinohuysen,  £n«^ 
and  Mitchell,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
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nformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  all 
be  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  their  amend- 
Dents  to  the  hill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  the 
ictf  entitled  *  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  OflSce 
ind  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States,' "  except 
0  the  last,  to  which  they  agree  with  an  amend- 
nent,  and  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
he  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An 
ict  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Barton  and  others,*'  in 
irhich  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  last  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  their 
UDcndments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  OfiSce 
md  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States ;'"  and,  on 
moiion,  that  the  bill  be  postponed  to  the  next  Con- 
gress, it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  said 
amendment,  and  ask  a  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  thereon,  and  that  Messrs.  Rutherfurd 
and  Brown  be  managers  at  the  same  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence  was  read  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Angus  McLean  was 
read  the  second  time  and  amended,  and,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  to  dispense  with  the  rule,  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTea  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,*'  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Rutherfurd,  Ellsworth,  and 
Potts,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  enabling 
George  Gibbs  to  obtain  a  drawback  of  duties  on 
certain  exported  wines,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Casot,  Mitchell,  and 
Bradford,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concun-ence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  ih- 
Tasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for 
these  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Kimo,  Frelinohuysen,  and 
Strong,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Stnate. 

Mr.  Ross  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
vas  referred  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed 
to  revise  the  provisions  for  the  employment  and 
compensation  of  certain  clerks  in  the  public  offices. 
On  motion,  to  amend  the  report,  by  Insei^ting  five 
hundred  dollars  to  the  loan  officer  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  instead  of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  in 
liea  of  clerk  hire ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  to  amend  the  report,  by  inserting 
two  thousand  dollars  each  to  the  loan  officers  of 
the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  in 
liea  of  derk  hire,  respectively ;  it  passed  in  the 
n«gative. 


On  motion,  to  amend  the  report,  by  inserting 
five  hundred  dollars  to  the  loan  officer  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire;  it  passed  in 
the  negative.  And,  having  agreed  further  to 
amend  the  report,  by  striking  out  the  limitatioQ, 
to  wit:  **year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-six,**  and  inserting  **  end  of  the  same."  On 
motion, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  recommitted,  with  an  in- 
struction to  bring  in  a  bill  conformable  thereto. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Fos- 
ter brought  in  a  bill  for  allowing  an  additional 
compensation  to  the  Judge  of  the  District  of  Rhode 
Island ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  bill,  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  acts  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
proposed  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  to  the  amendments  proposed  to 
the  bill,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled '  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States,' "  and  have  ap- 
pointed managers  on  their  part 


Saturday,  February  21. 

Mr.  Cabot  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **An 
act  enabling  George  Gibbs  to  obtain  a  drawback 
of  duties  on  certain  exported  wines,"  that  the  bill 
pass  without  amendment;  and  the  report  was 
adopted.  And,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  rule 
was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  LivEKMORE  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution,  sent  from'  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  "res- 
pecting certain  laws  of  the  territory  of  tho  United 
States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  the  first 
day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-two?*    Whereupon, 

Eesohed^  That  the  Senate  do  not  concur  in  this 
resolution. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of 
four  thousand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  daughters 
of  the  late  Count  de  Grasse  ;**  and  a  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Spencer  Man  and  Frantz 
Jacob  Foltz;**  in  which  several  bills  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Rutherfurd  reported  from  the  managers 
at  the  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  last 
amendments  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  enti- 
tled '*  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to 
establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within 
the  United  SUtes.'  *'    Whereupon, 

Besoked^  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
last  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  HouSe 
of  Representatives,  to  the  first  section  of  the  said 


831 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


S3S 


Sbnatb.] 


ProceedtHffs, 


[Fkbbuakt,  1795. 


bill,  to  wit :  the  words  "  and  from  Danville  to  Knox- 
ville." 

Mr.  Ring,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Message  of  the  Pbbsident  op  the 
United  States,  of  the  18th  instant,  relative  to 
certain  laws  passed  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  prevent  depredations  on  the  Indians 
South  of  the  river  Ohio ;  which  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  hill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Spencer  Man  and  Frantz  Jacob  Foltz,*'  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
payment  of  four  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of 
the  daughters  of  the  late  Count  de  Grasse,"  was 
read  the  first  time. 

The  petition  of  Amelie,  Adelaide,  Melanie,  and 
Silvie  de  Grasse,  daughters  of  the  late  Count  de 
Grasse,  stating  their  reduced  and  destitute  situa- 
tion, and  praying  the  loan  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, was  presented  and  read ;  and,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill 
last  mentioned  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill' to  punish  frauds  committed  on  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time, 
the  acts  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  allowing  an  additional  compensa- 
tion to  the  Judge  of  the  district  of  Rhode  Island, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  memorial  of  Gunning  Bedford,  Judge  of 
the  district  of  Delaware,  was  presented  and  read, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  compensation. 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill  last  mentioned, 
by  inserting  these  words :  **  To  the  Judges  of  the 
districts  of  Rhode  Island  and  Delaware  each,"  and 
to  conform  the  title  of  the  bill  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Cabot,  to  add  after  the 
word  "  dollars,'*  **  and  to  the  Judge  of  the  District 
Court  of  Massachusetts  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollars." 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  state- 
ments from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War,  of  such  claims  as  nave  been  received  and 
examined,  and  of  additional  evidence  further  to 
support  certain  claims  formerly  stated ;  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  reguhite  the 
claims  to  invalid  pensions." 

Ordered,  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  papers 
hereafter  enumerated,  delivered  with  the  Message 
of  the  President  or  the  Uniteq  States  of  the 
19th  of  November,  1794,  be  printed,  to  wit: 

1.  Judge  Wilson's  certificate. 

2.  The  proclamation  of  7th  August 

8.  The  Instructions  of  the  Commissioners. 

4.  The  Report  of  the  Commissioners. 

6.  The  ProcUunation  of  the  26th  of  September. 


6.  The  correspondence  between  the  Gorenor  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

7.  The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treism 
to  the  PREsroENT  of  the  United  States. 

8.  Instructions  to  the  Governor  of  Vtrg^ma. 
Mr.  Martin  notified  the  Senate  that  he  ^ooH, 

on  Monday  next,  move  for  permission  to  iDtrodac« 
a  bill  to  amend  the  2d  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  head  Iind  of 
Cape  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Sbdl 
Castle  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Ocracock,  is  the 
State  of  North  Carolina." 

Mr.  KiKO,  from  the  committee  to  whom  vis 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execote  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  aod  k- 
pel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force 
for  those  purposes,*'  reported  amendments,  whkh 
were  amended  and  adopted. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  Febmaiy  23. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  fcr 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasioos, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  tb(^  pur- 
poses," was  read  the  third  time,  and,  being  further 
amended, 

Buohed^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  hill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatire^ 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  (rf 
Robert  Barton  and  others,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Bradposd, 
and  Freunohutsen,  to  consider  and  report  thesv- 
on  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Spencer  Man,  and  Frantz  Jacob  Foltz,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned. 

The  bill  '*  for  allowing  an  additional  compensa- 
tion to  the  Judge  of  the  district  of  Rhode  LsIaDd,"" 
was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Besolted,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  engross- 
ed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  '*  An  act  allowing 
an  additional  compensation  to  the  Judges  of  the 
districts  of  Rhode  Island  and  Delaware. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  2 1st  instant, 
Mr.  Martin  obtained  permission  to  bring  in  a  biO 
to  amend  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  head  land  of 
Cape  Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Shell 
Castle  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Ocracock,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina ;"  which  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  prevent  depredations  on  the  Indians 
South  of  the  river  Ohio  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  holding  of  special  Courts  io 
certain  cases,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  the  next  Congress. 
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A  meflsage  from  the  Hoom  of  ReprotontiitiTes 
iformed  the  Senate  that  the  Hooae  have  passed  a 
ill,  entitled  **  Ao  act  making  further  proviiiion  for 
be  support  of  Pablic  Credit,  and  for  the  redemp- 
ton  of  the  Pablie  Debt,"  in  which  they  desire  the 
oncurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and,  by  unani- 
Qous  consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and 
he  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
lessTA.  Ellsworth,  Mohhis,  Stboho,  Kiho,  and 
JA.B0T,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
'or  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  the 
Miyoieat  of  four  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of 
he  daughters  of  the  late  Count  de  Grasse,**  was 
sooddered. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bdr&,  Kiho,  and  Mitchell,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senste  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Agnus  McLean,** 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
eorreoee  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  to  wit:  strike  out  ''Agnus,*'  and 
imeft  **  Angus." 

Resolved^  That  they  do  concur  therein. 

Mr.  fiuRB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  ''An  act  au- 
thorizing the  Dayment  of  four  thousand  dollars  for 
the  DBS  of  the  daughters  of  the  late  Count  de  Graase," 
reported  an  amemimenti  which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  to  insert  "  five  hundred"  in  place  of 
"  one  thousand,**  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the  third 
Ktding?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  17,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

TxA&— Messrs.  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot^  Edwards,  Fos- 
ter, Hawkins,  Jackson,  Isard,  King,  Lanffdon,  Liver- 
more,  liartin,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Potts,  RutSerfurd,  and 

Viaing. 

I^ATa— MessrsL  Bradford,  Ellsworth,  Frelingfauysen, 
Bom,  sad  Strong. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 

The  bill  to  authorise  a  grant  of  lands  to  the 
French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  and  fur  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  second 
Ume,  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  24. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
n&rred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Speoeer  Man  and  FranU  Jacob  Foltz,**  and  the 
m  eotiUed  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Bar- 
too  aod  others,**  reported,  that  they  severally  pass 
vithoat  amendment 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  first 
3d  Con.— 27 


mentioned,  and  after  being  amended,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  last  reported  on  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  instructed 
to  that  purpose,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
compensation  of  clerks ;  which  was  read,  and  or^ 
dered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the 
payment  of  four  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of 
the  daughters  of  the  late  Count  de  Grasse,'*  was 
read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  amendment  agreed 
to  yesterday,  to  wit;  line  1,  insert  a  preamble,  as 
follows : 

"  Whereas,  the  four  dangfaters  of  the  late  Count  de 
Orasse,  now  within  the  United  States,  have,  by  their 
memorial  to  Congress,  represented  that  they  are  desti- 
tute of  the  means  of  support  :** 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
ment 

The  memorial  of  a  number  of  the  manufacturers 
of  the  town  of  Baltimore  was  presented  and  read, 
stating  the  impolicy  of  excises  on  home  manufac- 
tures, and  praying  a  discontinuance  thereof  on  the 
articles  of  suffar  and  snuff. 

Ordered^  That  this  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  support 
of  Public  Credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the 
Public  Debt,*'  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Roiz  Silva  ;"* 
and  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  cessions  of 
jurisdiction  in  places  where  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  and  public  piers,  have  been,  or  may  here- 
after be,  erected  and  fixed  ;**  in  which  several  bills 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tlie  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize  a  grant 
of  lands  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  re- 
sumed ;  and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  was  postponed. 

Mr.  FoSTBR  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should 
to-morrow,  ask  permission  to  introduce  a  bill  pro- 
viding that  coasting  vessels  going  from  Long 
Island,  in  the  Sute  of  New  York,  to  the  SUte  of 
Rhode  Island,  or  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
to  the  said  Long  Island,  shall  have  the  same  privi- 
leges as  are  allowed  to  vessels,  under  the  like  cir- 
cumstances, going  from  a  district  in  one  State  to 
a  district  in  the  same,  or  any  adjoining  State. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  cessions 
of  jurisdiction  in  places  where  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  and  public  piers,  have  been,  or  may  hereafter 
be,  erected  and  fixed,**  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Tne  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jose  Roiz  Silva,**  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 
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Wedresdat,  February  26. 

Mr.  LiYERMORE  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
monstrance of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  as- 
serting and  enforcing  the  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  said  State,  in  respect  to  laws 
passed  before  the  Confederation  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 

ChHilemen  of  the  Senatty  and 

of  the  Haute  of  BepreeerUativet : 

I  oommunicate  to  Congress  copies  of  a  Letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  of  an  Act  of 
the  Legislature  thereof^  **  to  ratify  the  resolution  of 
Congress  explanatory  of  the  Judicial  power  of  the 
United  States."  O.  WASUINQTON. 

UiirrsD  Statbs,  February  25,  1Y95. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

Mr.  Frelikohutsen,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives tor  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Seymour,"  reported  that  it 
pass  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  resding. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *•  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Spencer  Man  and  Frontz  Jacob  Foitz,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Burton  and  others,'*  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  relative  to 
cessions  of  jurisdiction  in  places  where  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  have  been, 
or  may  hereafter  he,  erected  and  fixed,**  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Livermore, 
Burr,  and  Mitchell,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  provision  for  the  support  of  Public 
Credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt,*' 
reported  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  French  in- 
habitants of  Galliopolis,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

On  motion,  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  to  wit : 

"  Be  it  enacted  Ity  the  Senate  and  Hwee  ef  Ee^r0- 
eentativee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered 
to  issue  letters  patent,  in  the  name,  and  under  the  seal, 
of  the  United  States,  thereby  granting  and  conveyiag  to 
John  Oabriel  Gervais,  Alexander  Sangrain,  and  John 
Micban,  and  their  heira,  for  the  use  of  themselves  and 
the  other  French  inhabitants  of  OaUiopolis,  in  the  Terri- 
tory Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the 


Northwest  bank  of  the  river  Ohio^  begimuag  ooe  mile 
and  a  half  oo  a  straight  line  above  the  moau  of  little 
Sandy ;  thence,  down  the  said  river  Ohio,  along  tke 
courses  thereof,  eif  ht  miles,  when  reduced  to  a  atraigbt 
line ;  thence,  at  riffht  angles  from  the  said  line,  veeterlj, 
so  as  to  include  tne  quantity  of  twenty-four  thnngMuj 
acres,  free  from  all  reservations,  to  be  equally  dirided 
(except  as  hereinafter  excepted)  by  lot  among  lU  the 
French  inhabitants  and  actual  settlers  of  the  ssid  tcwn 
or  settlement  of  Galliopolis,  being  males  above  eeTeo- 
teen  years  of  age,  or  widows,  who  are,  or  shall  be, 
within  the  said  town  or  settlement  of  Galliopolis  oo 
the  first  day  of  November  next,  of  whom  a  list  »hall 
be  made  by  the  Surveyor  to  be  employed  in  pureouee 
of  this  act!" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  9,  nays  15,  u 
fbllows: 

Yeas — Messre.  Bradford,Cabot,  Edwards,  Ellsworth, 
Frelinghuysen,  King,  Mitchell,  Rutherfurd,  and  Stroof, 

Nats— Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Foster,  Hsv- 
kins,  Jackson,  Izard,  Laogdon,  livermore,  Martin,  Mor* 
ris.  Potts,  Robinson,  Boas,  and  Yining. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Mesen. 
Potts,  Burr,  and  Kino,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Hopse  of  RepresentatiTM 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jose  Roiz  Silva,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Potts,  ]ECino,  and  Langdo!(,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Fosteb, 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  relative  to  ths 
coasting  trade,  as  it  respects  vessels  passing  between 
Long  Island,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island.  The  bill  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  prevent  depredations  on  the  Indians  Sootii 
of  the  river  Ohio. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this 
bill,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill, 

And,  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  a  third  read- 
ing, with  the  following  amendment  to  the  end  of 
the  bill :  ^  and  shall  be  punished  in  the  same  man* 
ner  that  enlisted  soldiers,  committing  such  so  act 
or  acts,  without  or  contrary  to  orders,  may  be  pao* 
ished,'*  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeaa  11,  uiy»  ^ 

follows: 


Ykas— Meftsrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foeter, 
Hawkins,  King,  Potts,  Boss,  Rutherfurd,  Stroog,  and 
Yining. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bradley,  Burr,  Jackson,  Langdoo. 
and  Robinson. 


Thursdat,  February  26. 

Mr.  King  laid  before  the  Senate  a  resolatioo 
authorizing  the  exportation  of  armsj  cannon,  an^ 
military  stores,  in  certain  cases ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  until  to-morrow  fbrconsiden- 
tion. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pas^  (he 
bill,  aent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  acts  therein  mentioned,"  with  an  amendmeoi; 
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1  which  they  denre  the  ooocarroDoe  of  the  6e-  | 
ace.  They  have  passed  a  hill,  entitled  "  An  act 
laldng  further  appropriatioos  for  the  Military 
nd  Naval  EstahliAhmente,  and  for  the  support  of 
■ovemment ;''  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
enee  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
Qent  proposed  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
o  the  hilt  sent  m>m  the  Senate  for  concurrence, 
Qtitied  **  An  act  to  continue  in  foree,  for  a  limited 
ime,  the  acts  therein  mentioned. 

Resolved^  That  they  do  concur  therein. 

Mr.  Faeunghutskn,  from  the  committee  to 
vhom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House 
»f  Kepresentatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An 
ict  for  coatinuing  and  regulating  the  Military  £s- 
ablishment  of  the  United  States,  and  for  repeal- 
og  sundry  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject," 
eported  amendments. 

Mr.  LiVERMOBE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
Kras  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Ke- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act 
relative  to  cessions  of  jurisdiction  in  places  where 
light- houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  have 
b»eD,  or  may  hereafter  be,  erectea  and  fixed  ;*'  re- 
ported amendments. 

Mr.  Potts,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to . 
the  French  inhabitants  of  Galuopolis,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  reported  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  compensation  to  clerks, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and,  after  amending 
the  first  section,  it  was  rejected. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  tAe 
bill  to  punish  frauds  committed  on  the  Sank  of 
the  United  States,  and  having  agreed  to  an  amend- 
ment, the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Foster,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  more  effectual  recovery  of  debts  due  from  in- 
diTidoals  to  the  United  States,"  reported  amend- 
ments. 


Friday,  February  27. 

The  bill  to  prevent  depredations  on  the  Indians 
South  of  the  river  Ohio,  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  aflBrmative — ^yeas  12,  nays  7,  as 
follows : 

YiAS.— Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Hawkins.  Izard,  King,  Hartio,  Potts,  Rutherfurd, 
Strong,  and  Vining. 

NATB.--Messr8.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Jackson, 
l^gdon,  Livermore,  and  Robinson. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be 
engro^ed :  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  '*  An  act 
to  prevent  depredations  on  the  Indians  South  of 
the  river  Ohio." 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to 
▼hom  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  a  grant 
of  lands  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Qalliopolia, 


and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  were 
read  and  agreea  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  reflate  the  compensation  of  clerks 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  was  amended,  by  re- 
storing the  first  section,  amended  as  follows  : 

"  B4  it  enaded  by  the  Senate  and  HcueB  of  Rnreeent- 
aiive%  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Vongrea$ 
aaaembUd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Department  of  State,  and  the  Secretary 
of  tlie  Department  of  War,  be  authorized  to  vary,  for 
the  present  year,  the  compeusatione  heretofore  establish- 
ed for  clerks  in  their  respective  departments,  in  such 
manner  as  the  services  to  be  performed  shall,  in  their 
judgment,  require ;  so,  however,  that  no  principal  clerk 
shall  receive  more  than  at  the  rate  of  one  thoosaod  dol- 
lars per  annum,  and  that  the  aggregate  of  oompensa- 
tbns  for  the  derks,  in  either  of  the  said  departments, 
shall  not,  for, the  said  year,  exceed  the  aggregate  of  the 
compensations  allowed  for  clerks  in  the  same  depart- 
ments for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four ;  and  that  an  additional  compensation,  not 
ezoeeoing  the  rate  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 
be  allowed  for  one  clerk  employed  by  the  director  of 
the  Mint,  during  the  present  year  :*' 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  second 
section,  by  inserting  "  three  hundred  dollars"  to 
the  loan  officer  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  in  lieu 
of  clerk  hire. 

Eeeohed,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  engross- 
ed;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  act  to  regu- 
late the  compensation  of  clerks.** 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Treasury,  with  a  return  of  the  ex- 
ports of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending 
September  the  thirtieth,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four,  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  to  punish  frauds  committed  on  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Vininq  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  these  words,  '*  suffer  death," 
and  to  insert,  "shall  be  adjudged  a  felon,  and  fined 
and  imprisoned  at  the  discretion  oflhe  Court;*'  and, 
after  debate,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  the  next 
Congress. 

T%e  consideration  of  the  resolution  authorizing 
the  exportation  of  arms,  cannon,  and  military 
stores,  in  certain  cases,  was  resumed,  and  being 
amended,  by  adding  these  words,  '*  and  for  public 
purposes  ouly,"  it  was 

jResolved,  That  this  resolution  pass. 

The  bill  relative  to  the  passing  of  coasting  ves- 
sels between  Lon^  Island  and  Ithode  Island,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and,  by  unanimous  consent, 
the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Jackson  laid  before  the  Senate  two  Acts 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  wit ;  **  An  act  for  ap- 
propriating a  part  of  the  unlocated  territory  of  the 
State  for  tne  payment  of  the  late  State  troops,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;*'  and  **  An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  for 
appropnating  a  part  of  the  unlocated  territory  of 
the  State  for  the  payment  of  the  late  State  troopS|r 


839 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


840 


Sbnatb.] 


Proeeedinff9, 


[FiBKVAKr,  1795. 


and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/  declar* 
ing  the  right  of  the  State  to  the  unappropriated 
territory  thereof  for  the  protection  and  support  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  State,  and  for  other  purposes." 
On  which  he  submitted  the  following  motion  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate : 

**  Whereas,  one  of  the  Senators  of  the  State  of  Oeor- 
ffia  has  officially  laid  before  the  Senate  **  An  act  of  the 
LegiBlature  of  the  said  State,  entitled  *  An  act  for  ap- 
propriating a  part  of  the  onlocated  territory  of  the  State 
for  payment  of  the  late  state  troops,  and  ior  other  pur> 
poses  therein  mentioned/ "  and  in  which  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  of  the  said  State  io  Congress  are 
required  to  apfdy,  without  loss  of  time,  for  a  treaty  to  be 
held  with  such  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  who  may 
claim  the  right  of  sale  to  the  territory  therein  pointed 
out  for  appropriation  as  aforesaid : 

'*  HemUvedt  That  the  Senate  will  advise  and  consent 
to  the  holding  any  treaty  or  treaties  whicb  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  may  think  necessary  with  the 
Oreek  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishment  of  the 
claims  of  the  said  loaians  to  the  lands  in  the  said  act  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  appropriated ;  the  same  being  in- 
cluded in  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  head  of  the 
Oconee  to  the  Oakmulgee  river,  and  from  Fort  Romu- 
lu^  on  the  Oakmulgee,  to  the  head  of  St  Mary's  river, 
and  the  old  booudary  line  between  the  State  of  Oeor- 
giaand  the  said  Indians:  Prwided,  That  the  whole 
expense  of  extinguishing  the  said  claims,  and  the  hold- 
iug  the  said  treaty  or  treaties,  be  defrayed  and  borne 
by  the  Stote  of  Georgia." 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Seymour,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  leading  of  the 
hill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  cessions 
of  jurisdiction  in  places  where  light-houses,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  public  piers,  have  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  erected  and  fixed  i"  and,  baring 
adopted  the  amendments  reported  by  the  conunit- 
tee,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  dis- 
pense with  the  rule,  and  that  this  bill  be  now  read 
the  third  time. 

Heeolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  second  section  of  **  the 
act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  headland  of  Cape 
Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Shell  Castle 
Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Ocracock,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,"  was  r«id  the  second  time  and 
amended. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  memorial  of  Rd.  Claiborne  was  presented 
and  read,  praying^  that  *'  a  law  may  pass,  author- 
ising the  importation  of  inventions,  and  allowing 
to  original  importers  a  certain  privilege  in  propor- 
tion to  that  allowed  by  the  patent  law  to  invent- 
ors." 

Ordered,  That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

Orderei,  That  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  continuing  and  regulating  the  Military  Esta- 
blishment of  the  United  States,  and  for  repealing 
sundry  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  be 
recommitted. 


The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repreientt- 
tives  for  concnrrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  makior 
further  appropriations  for  the  Military  and  Nsr^ 
Establishments,  and  for  the  supnort  of  Govern- 
ment," was  read  the  first  time,  and,  by  nnanimoos 
consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill 
was  read  the  second  rime,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
RUTHEBFURD,  Jackson,  and  Bradfobd,  to  eoD- 
sider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreeentatirM 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill. 
entitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to  the  aet,  eotitldl 
'  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regiilating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States,' "  and  the  bill,  entitled 
**  Aq  act  for  extending  the  time  relative  to  draw- 
backs on  the  exportation  of  certain  militsir 
stores ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  ooncnmnce  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  brought  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentarivea  for  concurrence  were  severally  read,  an  d 
by  unanimous  consent,  these  bills  were  severally 
read  the  second  rime,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ca- 
bot, Kino,  and  Morris,  to  consider  and  report 
therrori  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  the  bill  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "  An  act  makine  further  prorisioa 
for  the  support  of  Public  Credit,  and  for  the  r^ 
dempdon  of  the  Publio  Debt" 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  following  amendment, 
reported  by  the  committee,  respecting  the  subseri- 
hers  to  a  I^an,  for  which  the  secona  section  prch 
vides,  to  wit : 

**  Section  2d,  strike  out, '  may  be  reimbursed  at  sor 
time,'  and  insert,  *  shall  be  reimbursed  within  tventj 
years,  and  may  bie  reimbursed  at  any  time  after  the  ex- 
piration of  twelve  years :'  * 

It  passed  in  the  affinnative — yeas  15,  nays  9, 
as  follows : 

Ykas.— Messra  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Frelio^ 
huysen,  Hawkius,  Izard,  King,  Langdoi^  larennore, 
Mitchell,  Morris,  Ross,  Rutherfurd,  Strong,  and  VioiDg. 

"Satb. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Kdwsrds, 
Foster,  Jackson,  Martin,  Potts,  and  RobiiisoD. 

And  the  other  amendments  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the 
third  reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  second  section  of  an  set 
to  erect  a  lisht-house  on  the  headland  of  C^pe 
Hatteras,  and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Shell  Csstle 
Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Ocracock,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  was  considered,  and,  by  unsni- 
mous  consent,  the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  and 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  pnnscd 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  certifi- 
cate signed  George  Latimer,  chairman,  porportxBg 
that  WILLIAM  BiKGHAM  was,  on  the  a6th  mstsnt, 
elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  tbs 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  whidk  wss  resd, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 


Satubdat,  Febmaiy  28. 

Henrt  Latimer,  from  the  State  of  Bdawsrr, 
in  place  of  Geobqx  Read,  resigned,  attended,  in^ 
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iroduoed  his  eredentiaU,  which  were  read;  and 
he  ooth  prescribed  by  law  being  administered,  be 
ook  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

James  Gukn,  irom  Georgia,  attended. 

The  bill  to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the 
French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  third 
ime. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  these 
irords,  section  3d,  "  his  heirs  or  assigns  shall  not, 
vitbin  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  same  pa- 
tent^ make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  actual  settlement 
00  the  same  tract  of  land,  and  the  same  continue 
for  three  years,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert,  "  or  his 
heirs  shall  not  personally,  within  three  years,  from 
khe  date  of  the  same  patent,  settle  on  the  same 
tTKt  of  land,  and  there  continue  settled,  for  three 
years  next** 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  last 
nentioned  boundary,  section  1st,  to  read,  "  thence 
at  right  angles  from  each  extremity  of  the  said 
line  '^  also,  that  the  male  inhabitants  be  numbered, 
from  eighteen  jee/t%  and  upwards,  instead  of  sot- 
e&teen. 

Oc  motion,  to  amend  the  bill,  so  that  the  surrey 
be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  grantees,  it  passed 
b  the  negative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  14,  nays  8,  as 
foUows: 

Tiia — ^Meava.  Bradley;  Brown,  Burr,  Edwarda, 
Potter,  Gttnn,  Hawkins  Jackacm,  Isard,  Laingdoo,  Liv- 
ermore,  Martin,  Robinaon,  and  Vining. 

ITats.— Heeara.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellaworth,  Freling- 
hojaen,  King,  Mitchell,  Rom,  and  Strong. 

The  following  confidential  Message  was  re- 
ceired   from    the    PaBsiOBirr    or    thb    Uhitbd 

Suns: 

0*ntUmm  ef  the  SiMte,  trnd 

•f  tkt  Mount  of  JtepnatHtativet : 

Iq  my  fint  ooommnieatioo  to  Ckxigreaa,  during  their 
pnaent  aeaaion,  I  gave  them  reaaon  to  expect  that  *'  oer- 
uio  ctrcamataooea  of  our  interoourae  with  foreign  na- 
tiooB"  would  be  tranamitted  to  theoL  There  waa,  at 
that  timei,  every  aaauranoe  for  believing  that  aome  of  the 
muftt  important  of  our  foreign  afEaira  would  have  been 
eoQdud«i,aod  othera  eouaiderably  matured,  before  they 
ibould  riae.  But,  notwithatanding  I  have  waited  until 
this  moment,  it  haa  eo  happened  that,  either  from  cauaea 
naknown  to  me,  or  from  eventa  which  could  not  be  con- 
trolled, I  am  yet  unable  to  execute  my  original  inten- 
tMQ.  lliat  I  may,  however,  fulfil  the  expectation  given, 
u  &r  aa  the  actual  aituation  of  thinga  will  in  my  judg- 
inent  permit,  I  now,  in  eonfidenee,  lay  before  Ooogreaa 
the  foUowtng  general  atatement 

Our  Minbter  near  the  French  Republic  haa  nrsed 
coupeiiaatioo  for  the  iniuriea  which  our  commerce  haa 
autabed  from  capturea  oy  French  eruiaera,  from  the  non- 
fulfihseot  of  the  contracta  of  theagenta  of  the  Republic 
with  our  dtiaeoa^  and  from  the  embargo  at  Bordeaux. 
^  haa  alao  preaaed  an  allowance  fur  the  money  voted 
i>J^  Coograsa^  for  relieving  the  iohahitanta  of  St  Oomin- 
S^  It  afforda  me  the  higheat  pleaaure  to  inform  Gon- 
greu  that  perfect  harmony  reigna  between  the  two 
Aepabliei,  and  that  thoae  daima  are  in  a  train  of  being 
<iiacuMed  with  aandor,  and  of  being  amicably  adiuated. 

Sg  much  of  oar  relation  to  Qreat  Britain  may  depend 


f  npon  the  reault  of  our  late  negotiatiooa  in  London,  that 
until  that  reault  ahall  arrive,  I  cannot  undertake  to 
make  any  communication  upon  thia  aubiect 

After  the  negotiation  wita  Spain  haa  been  long  de- 
pending, unuaual  and  unexpected  embarraaamenta  were 
raiaed  to  interrupt  ita  progreaa.  But  the  Commiaaioner 
of  Hia  Catholic  Majeaty,  near  the  United  Statea,  having 
declared  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  if  a  particular 
accommodation  ahould  be  made  in  the  conattetinff  of 
the  buaineaa,  no  further  delay  would  enaue,  I  thought 

8 roper,  under  all  circumatancea,  to  aend  to  Hia  Cathmie 
Ujeaty  an  £nvoy^  Extraordinary,  apecially  charged  to 
bring  to  a  conclusion  the  diacuaaiuna  which  have  been 
formerly  announced  to  Congreaa 

The  frieodahip  of  Her  Moat  Faithful  Majeaty  haa  been 
manifeated  in  checking  the  paaaage  of  the  Algertne  cor- 
aaira  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  She  haa  alio  fumiahed 
occaaional  convoya  to  the  veaaeU  of  the  United  Statea, 
even  when  bound  to  other  porta  than  her  own.  We 
may  therefore  promise  ouraelvea«  that  a%  in  the  ordi- 
nary courae  of  tninga,  few  cauaea  can  exiat  for  diaaatia- 
fiacuon  between  the  United  Statea  and  Portugal,  ao  the 
temper  with  which  accidental  difficultiea  wiU  be  met 
on  each  aide,  will  apeedily  remove  them. 

Between  the  Executive  of  the  United  Statea  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  Netherlandi^  but  little  inter- 
oourae haa  taken  place  during  the  laat  year.  It  may  be 
acceptable  to  Congreaa  to  learn  that  our  credit  in  Hol- 
land is  represented  aa  atanding  upon  the  moat  reapect- 
able  footing. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  late  Emperor  of  Morocco,  an 
agent  waa  deapatched  to  renew,  with  hia  aucceaaor,  the 
treaty  which  the  United  Statea  had  made  with  Mm, 
The  agent  unfortunately  died,  after  he  had  reached 
Europe,  in  the  proaecution  of  hia  misaioa  But,  until, 
lately,  it  waa  impoaalble  to  determine,  with  any  degree 
of  probability,  who  of  the  competitora  for  thai  empire 
would  be  ultimately  fixed  in  the  aupreme  power.  Al- 
though the  meaaurea  which  have  been  aince  adopted, 
for  the  renewal  of  the  treaty,  have  been  obatructed  by 
the  diaturbed  aituation  of  Amsterdam,  there  are  ^ood 
grounda  for  preauming,  aa  yet,  upon  the  pacific  dispo- 
sition of  the  Emperor  in  fact,  towarda  the  United 
Statea,  and  that  tne  paat  miacarriage  will  bo  abortly 
remedied. 

Oongreaa  are  already  acquainted  with  the  fiulure  of 
the  Loan,  attempted  in  Holland,  for  the  relief  of  our  un- 
happy fellow-citizena  in  Algiera.  Thia  aubiect,  than 
which  none  deaervea  a  more  aifectionate  ceal,  has  con- 
atantly  commanded  my  beat  exertiona  I  am  happy, 
therefore,  in  being  able  to  aay,  that,  from  the  laat  au» 
ihentic  accounts,  the  Dey  waa  diaposed  to  treat  for  a 
peace  and  ransom,  and  that  both  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, have  been  accompliahed,  had  we  not  been  disap- 
pointed in  the  meana  Nothing  which  depends  upon 
the  Executive  ahall  be  left  undone,  for  carrying  into 
immediate  effect  the  aupplemeotary  act  of  Ooogreaa. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Umitxd  Statbs,  February  28,  1795. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  He  for  con- 
sideration. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  making  further 
provision  for  the  support  of  Public  Credit,  and  for 
the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt,"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Burr,  to  strike  out.  the 
amendment  agreed  to  yesterday,  to  wit:  section 
2d,  strike  out  **  may  be  reimbursed  at  any  time,** 
and  insert  **  shall  be  reimbursed  within  twenty 
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years,  and  may  be  reimbursed  at  any  time  after 
the  expiration  of  twelve  years,"  it  passed  in  the 
nentive. 

On  motion,  to  insert  the  following  section  after 
the  6th,  to  wit : 

*^B6  ii  further  maetedy  That  a  Loan  be  opened  at 
the  Treasury  to  the  full  amount  of  the  outstanding  and 
unbarred  new  emission  bills  of  credit,  the  sums  which 
shall  be  subecribed  to  be  payable  in  the  principal  and 
interest  of  such  bills,  computing  the  interest  thereon  to 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  that  the  subsc^ber  or 
subscribers  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  therefor  a  certifi- 
cate for  the  amount  of  the  principal  sum  so  subscribed 
and  paid,  bearing  an  interest  of  fire  per  centum  per 
annum  from  the  first  day  of  January  next,  payanle 
quarter  yearly  at  the  Treasury,  and  redeemable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  United  States,  by  the  payment  of  the 
sum  specified  tlierein,  and  containing  astipulation  that 
the  United  States  will  redeem  the  same  before  the  ex- 
piration of  thirty  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  and 
also  to  another  certificate  for  the  amount  of  the  interest 
on  the  sum  so  subscribed,  computing  the  same  to  the 
first  of  January  next,  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per 
centum  per  annum  from  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
payable  quarter  yearly  at  the  Treasury,  and  redeema- 
ble at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  by  the  pay- 
ment of  the  stmi  specified  therein :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Burr,  to  add  the  following 
proviso  to  the  lltb  section,  to  wit: 

"Providtd  neverthelua^  That,  whenever  the  six  per- 
cent stock  shall  be  under  par,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  lay  out,  in 
the  purchase  of  the  said  stock,  the  money  apphcable  to 
the  payment  of  the  said  two  per  cent,  of  principal,  or 
so  much  thereof  as  can  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
thereof,  at  a  rate  under  par  :** 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  motion,  by  Mr,  Burr,  to  expunge  the  last 
section  of  the  bill,  to  wit : 

"  Seo.  20.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  act  laying  duties  upon  carriages  for  the  convey- 
ance of  persons,  and  of  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
for  selling  wines  and  foreign  distilled  spirituous  liquors 
by  retail,  and  of  the  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff 
and  refined  sugar,  and  of  the  act  laying  duties  on  pro- 
perty sold  at  auction,  as  limits  the  duration  of  the  said 
several  acts,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed ; 
and  that  all  the  said  several  acts  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  continued  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed f  it  was  determined  in  the  aflirmative — ^yeas  21, 
nays  1,  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Ca- 
bot. Ellsworth,  Foster,  Frelinglmysen,  Gunn,  Hawkins, 
lanrd,  King,  Langdon,  Livermore,  Martin.  Mitchell,  Ro- 
binson, Ross,  Rutherfurd,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

Mr.  Jackson  voted  in  the  negative. 

Eeiohedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
ment 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  <*  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  act 
entitled  *  An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  anoff 


and  refined  sugar;* "  in  which  they  dcsre  the  coo 
currence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  tbt 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  *^  An  act  for  the  more  effecfii 
ual  recovery  of  debts  due  from  individuals  to  to 
United  States;**  and  having  agreed  to  wm 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  thvd  readio 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Frblinohutsrjt,  firom  the  committee 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  sent  from 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence^  enti 
^An  act  for  continuing  and  regulating  the  Mili- 
tary  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  fcr 
repealing  sundry  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  sub* 
ject,**  reported  further  amendmentSi  which  were 
considered  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  amended  t^ 
oordingly. 

Orderedy  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  readmr 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Rq>resenutiTcs 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  alter  and 
amend  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  laying  certain  da- 
ties  upvn  snuff  and  refined  sugar,  **  was  read  the 
first  time,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  rale  wis 
dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Eixswosn, 
and  IzAKD,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 


MOKDAt,  March  2. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^  Ao 
act  making  further  provision  for  the  support  of 
Public  CrcHiit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  Pub- 
lic Debt,**  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendment  of  the  bill  last  mentioned ;  and, 

Reeohed^  That  they  disagree  to  the  said  amend- 
ment 

On  motion,  it  was 

Beeohed,  That  the  Senate  recede  fit>m  their 
amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  KiKO,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  certain  laws  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  Pbe^i- 
DBMT  OF  TBI-  Umited  States,  of  the  Soth  of 
February  last,  reported  a  resolution,  which  was 
read,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  hereby  is,  requested  to  give  directions  to  tbe 
Attorney  Qeneral  to  collect,  digest,  and  report  to  the 
Senate,  tbe  cliarters,  treaties,  and  other  documeota,  re- 
lative to,  and  explanatory  of,  the  title  to  the  land  situate 
in  the  Southwestern  parts  of  the  United  States,  sihi 
claimed  by  certain  companies  under  a  law  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  passed  the  seventh  day  of  Jannarr  ls»t. 
namely  :  a  tract  of  land  claimed  by  James  Gunn,  Mat- 
thew IfAllister,  and  George  Walker,  and  their  Mto- 
dates ;  also,  a  tract  of  land  claimed  by  Nicholas  Lng. 
Thomas  Glasscock,  Ambrose  Gordon,  and  Thomas 
Cumminff, and  their  associates;  also",  a  tract  of  lanJ 
claimed  by  John  B.  Scott,  John  G.  Nightingale,  aad 
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Wade  Hampton,  and  their  aMociates ;  and  alao,  a  tract 
of  land  claimed  by  Zachariah  Coz  and  Mathiaa  Maher, 
and  their  asaooiates>'* 

Ordered^  That  the  report  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  recovery  of  debts  due  from  individuals  to 
the  United  States,**  was  read  the  third  time.  On 
motion,  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill 
be  postponed  until  the  next  Congress,  it  passed  in 
B^tive. 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  4th  section  of  the  bill, 
as  follows : 

*'  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  in  all  cases  where 
the  final  decision  of  the  Comptroller  shall  be  against  the 
dairaant,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  him  at  any 
time  thereafter,  within  six  months  from  such  decision, 
to  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Hte  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  Attorney  General  for  the  time  betoff, 
who  are  ber^y  aathoriied  and  required  to  hear  auen 
daiznant  on  such  suspended  claims,  and  fully  to  deter- 
mioe  the  same  upon  tne  principles  df  equity  and  justice ; 
vbich  detenainatioa  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  to  ail 
concerned :" 

It  passed  in  the  negatiTe. 
On  motion  to  add  the  following  sections  to  the 
biU: 

"  jIw^  W  •</wrfA«r  sfioslsif,  That  in  all  eases  of  a  de- 

o«on  by  the  Comptroller  in  &vor  of  the  United  States, 

wkere  the  party  against  whom  such  decision  is  had 

siiall  not  appeal  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  fourth 

section  of  tnis  act,  and  in  all  cases  of  an  appeal,  and  a 

dedsioQ  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  the 

duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  direct  the  Attorney  of  the 

United  States  to  bring  suit  in  the  proper  court  fur  the 

recovery  of  the  balance  thus  awarded  to  be  due  to  the 

Uaited  SUtea    And  the  Attorney  of  the  United  States, 

St  the  time  of  issuing  such  process,  shall  lile  with  the 

derk  a  declaration,  or  short  note,  expressing  the  cause 

of  s^tion,  a  copy  of  which  declaration,  or  short  note, 

certified  by  the  clerk,  shall  be  sent  with  the  writ,  and 

the  copy  of  the  declaiation,  or  short  note,  being  served 

OQ  the  defendant  or  defendants,  or  left  at  the  last  place 

of  abode,  twenty  days  before  the  return  of  the  writ,  it 

ahtU  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  courts  respectively, 

sod  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  cause 

•oeh  defendant  or  defendants  to  plead  to  issue,  and  shall 

proceed  to  trial  or  judgment  the  first  court,  and  shall 

Qot  allow  any  imparlance,  unless  when  evidence  is 

vaoted,  without  which  the  defendant  or  defendants 

caDQot  safely  go  to  trial,  which  fact,  as  also  a  reason- 

sble  endeavor  to  obtain  such  evidence,  shall  be  made 

sppear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  by  affidavit  of 

the  party,  or  the  testimony  of  some  indifferent  witness ; 

And  vhen  the  writ  and  declaration,  or  writ  and  short 

^^  are  not  served  in  time,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 

^ort  to  grant  one  imparhmce  and  no  more,  unless  evi- 

deDGs  is  wanted  as  above. 

""And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  all  suits  to  be 
founded  on  the  decision  of  the  Comptroller,  or  on  a  de- 
^oa  after  appeal  therefrom,  as  hereinbefore  provided, 
^  certificate  of  the  Comptr(41er,  or,  in  case  of  appeal, 
toe  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  decision, 
^U  be  legal  evidence  to  establisih  the  claim  of  the 

Ignited  States,  and  shall  preclude  all  evidence  of  facts 

of  so  earlier  date  than  the  said  decision :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  vote 


on  the  4th  section,  and  that  it  bo  amended  to  read 
thus: 

**And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  where 
the  final  decision  of  the  Comptroller  shall  be  against 
the  complainant,  such  determination  shall  be  final  and 
conclusive  to  all  concerned", 

On  the  question  shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended  f 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  15,  nays 
6,  as  follows : 

YsAa — Messrs.  Brown,  Burr,  Foster,  Frelin^huysen, 
Ounn,  Jackson,  laard,  Martin,  Mitchell,  Moms,  Potts, 
Robinson,  Rutherfurd,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

NATa — ^Messra  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  King, 
Xiuigdon,  and  Livermore. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  with  the 
amendments. 

Mr.  PoTTs  '  reported  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Eoix  Silva."  Where- 
upon, 

Rtiohedy  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  RuTOfiRFuaD,  from  the  oommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  ooncurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,"  reported  amendments,  which 
were  read  and  adopted,  and  the  bill  was  amended 
accordinglv. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled *An  act  to  regulate  tra%ie  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,*  '*  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Phesidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
communicated  by  order  of  the  pRBSiDxifT  or  thb 
United  States,  letters  and  documents  received 
from  Major  General  Wayne,  and  from  James  Sea- 
grove,  agent  for  Indian  affairs  for  the  Creek  Na- 
tion, which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

The  pRBSiOBNT  also  laid  before  the  Senate  state- 
ments of  such  cUims  to  invalid  pensions  as  have 
been  received  and  examined,  from  the  2l8t  to  the 
28th  of  February  last 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  entitled  ^An  act  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,' "  was 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  certain  laws  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent or  THE  United  States  of  the  25th  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  Indian  goods,  which  was  read,  and,  by 
unanimous  consent,  it  was  read'  the  second  and 
third  times. 

Ordered^  That  the  question  on  the  passage  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
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referred  the  bill,  sent  irom  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter 
and  amend  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  laying  certain 
duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,' ''  reported 
amendments,  which  were  read. 

On  motion,  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  this  bill  until  the  next  Congress,  it  passed  in  the 
negative;  and  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
committee  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  continuing 
and  regulating  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  repealing  sundry  acts  here- 
tofore passed  on  that  subject,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  8th  sec- 
tion, by  adding  after  ''rations,"  the  following 
words:  *'or  the  value  thereof^  at  the  contract 
price,  where  the  same  shall  become  due,  and  if,  at 
such  post,  supplies  are  not  furnished  by  contract, 
then  such  allowance  as  shall  be  deemed  equitable, 
having  reference  to  former  contracts,  and  the  posi- 
tion of  the  place  in  question." 

Beiohed^  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
ments. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  : 

OtntUiMn  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Hcu99  of  Mepretentaiivet :  ' 

It  appears,  from  information  which  I  have  lately  re- 
oeivedp  that  it  may  be  probably  necessary  to  the  more 
succeasfal  conduct  of  our  aflhirs  on  the  coast  of  Bar- 
bary,  that  one  Consul  should  reside  in  Morocco,  an- 
other in  Algiers,  and  a  third  in  Tunis  or  Tripoli  Aa 
no  appointment  for  these  offices  will  be  accepted  with- 
out some  emolument  annexed,  I  submit  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress  whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  to 
authorize  a  stipend  to  be  allowed  to  two  Consuls  for 
that  coast  in  addition  to  the  one  already  existing. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Umred  States,  March  2, 1796. 

Oentlenun  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  Repreeeniativee : 

I  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  Letter  from  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  of  an  Act  enclosed, 
"declaring  the  assent  of  that  State  to  an  amendment, 
therein  mentioned,  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Statca"  G.  WASHINGTON. 

United  States,  March  2, 1*796. 

The  Messages  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  resolution,  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence, "  authorizing  the  exportation  of  arms,  can- 
non, and  military  stores,  in  certain  cases,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments Of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  reso- 
lution last  mentioned ;  and  disagreed  thereto. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  with  his  accounts  to  Slst  December  last; 
which  was  read. 


Ordered^  That  the  letter  and  accounts  lie  for  eoa- 
sideration. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  m  Retmrn 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  of 
claims  for  invalid  pensions,  inade  on  the  28th  of 
February  last 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideratioD  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepn^ 
sentatives  for  concurrence,  entitied  '*  An  act  for  the 
more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,**  which  were  adopted,  and  the  biQ 
amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Rutheepurd,  from  the  committee  to  wbm 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  ^'An  act 
making  further  appropriations  for  the  Military  and 
Naval  Establishments,  and  for  the  soppoti  of  Ge* 
vemment,"  reported  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeatatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  the 
purposes  of  treaty  and  of  trade  with  the  Indians," 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate ; 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  concur  in  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitied  "  An  act  to  re- 
gulate the  compensation  of  derks,**  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  desire  the  ooDcorrence 
of  the  Senate ;  and  that  the  Hoose  of  Rept^esents- 
tives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitied  "  An  act  autho- 
rizing and  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place 
certam  persons  named  therein  on  the  pension  list  ;** 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence  was  read  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  concurrence,  entitied  "  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitied  *  An  act  establishing  a 
Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,*  "^ 
reported  amendments. 


»i» 


MoMDAT  EvKHiNO,  Msrch  2. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  am^Mi- 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  compensation  of 
clerks  ;**  and 

Beaohed,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representitives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  adhere  to 
their  amendments  to  the  resolution,  authorisiiig 
the  exportation  of  arms,  cannon,  and  militaiy 
stores,  in  certain  cases ;  and  they  have  passed  i 
bill,  entitied  **  An  act  laying  duties  on  carriages  for 
the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  repealing  the  for- 
mer act  for  that  purpose,**  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported:  by  the  committee  to  whom  wis 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
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•ntatiYes  for  eoncamnee,  entitled  ^  An  act  mak- 
1^  farther  appropriations  for  the  Military  and 
a?al  Establishments,  and  for  the  support  of  Go- 
^mment,"  whieh  were  in  part  adopted.  On  mo- 
on, it  was  agreed,  bj  unanimous  consent,  to  dis- 
ease with  the  rule,  and  that  this  bill  be  now  read 
le  third  time. 

Reaolced,  Thai  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
lenu. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
»r  eoncurrvnee,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  duties  on 
arriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  repeal- 
]g  the  former  act  for  that  purpose,**  was  read  the 
fbt  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
ent,  to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that  the  bill, 
ent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
orrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
let,  entitled  *An  act  laving  certain  duties  upon 
muff  and  refined  sugar,  ^  be  now  read  the  third 
ime. 

Raolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
ments. 

On  motion  to  agree,  by  unanimous  consent,  to 
iiapense  with  the  rule,  and  that  the  bill  sent  from 
tile  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  en- 
titled **  An  act  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the 
Donreyanee  of  persons,  and  repealing  the  former 
set  for  that  purpose,**  be  now  read  the  second  time, 
it  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  16,  nays  6,  as 
follows: 

Teas. — ^Messra  Bradford,  Cabot,  Edwards,  Ellsworth, 
Foster,  FVelingfauysen,  Izard,  King,  Latimer,  Martin, 
ICiU^ll,  Moms,  Potts,  Butherfurd,  Strong,  and  Yinini^. 

Kat& — Messrs.  Bradley,  Burr,  Ounn,  Jackson,  Li- 
Tcrmore,  and  Boss. 

So  the  consent  not  being  unanimous,  the  ques- 
tion was  lost. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
axnendmeats  adhered  to  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
Utives,  to  the  resolution  authorizing  the  exportation 
of  anna,  cannon,  and  military  stores,  in  certain 
eases ;  which  are  as  follows : 

line  1st,  strike  out  **  resolved,**  and  insert,  **  be 
it  enacted."  Strike  out  the  proviso.  In  the  title, 
strike  out,  **  resolution,**  and  insert  *^  an  act**  And 
00  the  question  being  put  severally  on  the  amend- 
nents, 

Betolvedf  That  the  Senate  recede  therefrom. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent, 
to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that  the  bill,  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more  general  promulgation 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  SUtes,**  be  now  read  the 
third  time. 

Retoloedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  following  bill  being  read  the  first  time,  on 
notion,  it  waa  agfeed,  by  unanimous  consent,  to 
dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that  the  bill,  sent  from 
tbe  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  en- 
titled "*  An  act  making  provision  for  the  purposes 
of  treaty  and  of  trade  with  the  Indians,**  be  now 
nad  the  second  time. 

A  motion  waa  made,  by  Mr.  JACKaoir,  and  se- 


conded by  Mr.  Bradley,  to  strike  out,  after  the 
word  '*Ohio,**  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert : 

**  To  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  lying  be- 
tween the  Oconee  and  Oakmulgee  rivers,  inclucfed  with- 
in a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  head  of  the  former  to  the 
head  of  the  latter  river ;  as  also  to  certain  lands  in  the 
said  State,  inclnded  within  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  a 
place  named  Fort  Romulus,  on  the  said  river  Oakmul- 
eee,  in  a  direct  course,  to  the  head  of  the  river  St. 
Slary's,  the  same  bemg  the  lands  formerly  known  as, 
and  included  within,  the  county  of  TaUssee,  in  the  said 
State,  and  which  county  was  given  up  to  the  Greek 
nation  by  the  treaty  of  New  York:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out,  after  the 
word  **  assembled,**  in  the  first  section,  to  the  word 
^  enacted,**  inclusive,  in  the  second  section ;  also, 
to  amend  the  title,  by  expunging  the  words  "^treaty 
and  oP  Uierefrom. 

On  the  question.  Shall  thia  bill  pass  to  the  third 
reading,  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeaa  18,  nays  3,  as  foUowa : 

TsAa—Messrei  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Oa- 
hot,  Ellsworth,  Frelinghuysen,  Qmm,  Isard,  King;  Lati- 
mer, Uvermore,  Mitch^  Potts,  Ross,  Rutherfurd, 
Strong,  and  Yining. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Hawkins,  Langdon,  and  Blartin. 

Mr.  Jacksoit  declined  voting  on  the  question. 

Ordered,  That  thia  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading, 
aa  amended. 

A  message  from  the, House  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  authorize  the  Presidbiit 
OF  THE  United  States  to  obtain  a  cession  of 
claim  to  certain  territory  ;**  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  laat  brought  up  for  concurrence  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  to 
agree,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  this  Inll  be  now 
read  the  second  time,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  waa  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent, 
to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that  the  bill,  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence, 
entitled  **  An  act  aupplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
« An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
Coins  of  the  United  States,'  **  be  now  read  the  third 
time. 

Rnolved^  That  this  bill  pasa  with  the  amend- 
menta. 

On  motion,  that  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representativea  for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act 
authorizing  and  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
place  certain  persons,  named  therein,  on  the  pen- 
sion list,**  be  now  read  the  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  it  was  objected  to,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  3. 

Mr.  Cabot  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  firom  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  *<  An 
act  for  extending  the  time  relative  to  drawbacks 
on  the  ezportation  of  certain  military  stores.** 
Whereupon, 
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Setohedf  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

The  memorial  of  the  merchants  in  the  district 
of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  was 
presented  and  rend,  praying  for  an  explanatory 
amendment  of  the  law,  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  ves- 
seU,**  in  regard  to  the  vessels  bound  to  Providence 
coming  to  anchor  and  remaining  longer  than 
twenty-four  hours,  in  the  harbor  and  district  of 
Newport. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  laying  duties  on 
carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  repeal- 
ing the  former  aet  for  that  purpose,"  was  read  the 
second  time  and  amended,  by  striking  out  the  13th 
section  of  the  bill,  as  follows: 

*'And  be  it  further  enacted,  lliat  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  he  is  hereby 
empowered  to  make  such  allowances  for  compensation 
to  the  officers  of  inspection  employed  in  the  collection 
of  the  duties  aforesaid,  and  for  incidental  expenses,  as 
he  shall  judge  reasonable,  nut  exceeding  in  the  whole 
five  per  ceDtum  of  the  total  amount  of  the  said  duties 
collected." 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  14th 
section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting,  in  line  6th,  after 
the  word  *^  notwithstanding,"  these  words :  **  but 
the  revenue  to  arise  from  .the  duty  on  carriages  for 
the  conveyance  of  persons  shall  remain  charged 
with  th^  same  appropriations  as  if  this  act  had  not 
passed.** 

On  motion  to  dispense  with  the  rale,  and  that 
this  bill  be  now  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  reported  yesterday,  relative  to  the  title 
to  certain  lands  situate  in  the  Southwestern  parts 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  J'ackson,  to  strike  out  all  the 
resolution  after  the  words  ^  Southwestern  parts  of 
the  United  States,"  in  the  8th  and  9th  lines,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Burr,  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, by  striking  out  all  the  words  after  the  words 
**  explanatory  of,"  line  6th,  and  inserting  **  the  ex- 
tent and  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
the  title  of  the  said  State  to  the  lands  by  them  sold 
or  claimed,"  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative— yeas  19,  nays  2,  as 
follows : 

YxAs.— Messrs.  Bradford,  Brown,  Burr,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Ounn,  Hawkins,  Inird,  King,  Latimer,  Liver- 
more,  Martin,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Potts,  Robinson,  Ruther- 
furd,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Frelinghuysen  and  Jackson. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  Ao  act  makmg  provision 
for  the  purposes  of  a  treaty  and  of  tnuie  with  the 
Indians,^  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resoked,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 


the  bill  sent  from  the  Houee  of  Representatives  U 
concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  aathorixing  and 
recting  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place  certain 
sons  named  therein  on  the  pension  list** 

Reeohedt  That  the  further  consideration  of 
bill  be  postponed  until  the  next  CongressL 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatir^ 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act  supplenei 
to  the  act,  entitled '  An  act  to  regulate  trade 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribn,*"  wsb  read 
second  time. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  following  wo 
section  1st,  line  4th  to  Sih^  **  iinlees  it  shall  be  to  e( 
tinuation  of  a  pursuit  (not  approaching  nearer 
five  miles  to  anv  Induin  town)  of  the  partiei 
Indians  who  shall  have  recently  committea  man 
or  may  be  carrying  off  captives,"  it  pnaned  io 
negative. 

On  motion  to  dispenee  with  the  rale  by  ons«^ 
mous  consent,  and  that  the  bill  be  now  read  UJ 
third  time,  it  was  objected  to  bv  Mr.  Jacksob.        I 

The  bill  aathorixing  the  parchaae  of  Indian  goodij 
having  been  read  the  third  time,  the  farther  coft-, 
sideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  nc4 
Congress.  ^ 

Beeohed,  That  the  bill  maknig  an  extra  allow- 
ance  tp  certain  clerks  in  the  pablio  offices,  and  te, 
the  widows  and  families  of  certain  decwaed  derio.' 
be  postponed  to  the  next  Congress. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repreeeotativesi 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the 

PRBSIDEHT    OF    THE    UnITSD    StATSS  tO    obUin  S 

ceaaion  of  claim  to  certain  territory,"  was  read  the  I 
second  time.  ' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bdbb,  to  amend  the  bill,  to 
be  read  as  follows : 

**Be  ii  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hauee  efRnretf- 
tativee  of  the  UnUed  Stalee  of  America  m  Omfrem 
aseembled.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  and  empowered  to  obtain, 
by  purchase  or  donation,  a  relinquishment  and  ceaaiao 
of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  lands  claimed  by  or  un- 
der the  State  of  Georgia,  and  without  the  ordinary  jo- 
risdiction  thereof:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hawxiru,  to  reconsider  the 
amendment  last  proposed,  and  to  adopt  the  aaae, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  to  dispense  with  the  rale  by  anani> 
mous  consent,  and  that  this  bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time,  as  amendedt  it  was  objected  to  by  Mr. 
Jackson. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honae  concur  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  relative  to  the  title  to 
certain  land  situate  in  the  Southwestera  parts  of 
the  United  Statea,  with  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  ^*  Senate,"  and  insert  **  next  Congress,'*  in  line 
6th,  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The'  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  last 
mentioned  resolution ;  and  concurred  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
authorixed  and  directed  to  paj  to  James  Mathers, 
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)oorkeep«r  to  the  Seiutt^^  ont  of  any  moneys  ep- 
tropriated  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
koate,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  for  extra 
errices. 

Oa  motion  to  dispense  with  the  rule  by  unani- 
nous  consent,  and  that  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House 
)f  RepreseutatiTes  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An 
kct  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of 
arsons,  and  repealing  the  former  act  for  that  pur- 
H)se/^  be  now  read  the  third  time;  it  was  not 
igreed  to. 

Mr.  Buaa  laid  before  the  Senate  a  motion,  as  fol- 
oifs: 

**  Retolwed  by  the  SenaU  and  H&uie  of  RepreterUa- 
Smt  of  the  UmUed  Statea  of  Amenea  in  Congreee  a»- 
ienbled,  two-thirda  of  both  Hautee  eonewrring^  ThaX  the 
{dUowing  artiela  be  propoted  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
levend  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Cooatitutton  of 
Ui«  United  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths 
of  the  said  Legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part  of  the 
asid  CoQstitattoo,  to  wit : 

*"  That  the  term  for  which  the  members  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Bepresentatires  of  the  next  Congress  are 
or  ihall  be  chosen  shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  June 
oext  following  the  third  day  of  March,  on  which  it 
would  have  expired  if  this  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tiiiraD  had  not  been  adopted.** 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 


Tuesday  Evsnino,  Ifarch  8. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  having  finished 
the  business  of  the  session,  are  about  to  ad- 
journ. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Izard  and  Morris  be  a 
committee,  jointly,  with  such  committee  as  the 
House  of  Representatives  may  appoint  on  their 
part,  to  wait  on  the  Prbsidrnt  or  thb  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  Congress  is  ready  to 
adjourn  without  day,  unless  he  may  have  any  fur- 
ther oommonieations  to  make. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  therewith,  and  desire  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  on  their  part 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  appoint- 
ed a  joint  committee  on  their  part  to  wait  on  the 
Peesidxiit  or  the  UinTso  States,  and  inform 
him  that  Congress  is  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Izaed  reported,  from  the  joint  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  or  the 
United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had  no 
further  communications  to  make  to  Congress  dur- 
ing this  session.    Whereupon,  it  was 

Baolved^  That  the  Sienate  adjourn  without 
day. 


EXECUTIVE   JOURNAL. 


THE  TENTH  SESSION  OF  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES,  CONVENED.  ON  ] 

MONDAY,  JUNE  8,  1706. 


Monday,  June  8, 1795. 

Pursuant  to  a  call  from  the  President  of  the 
Unitkd  States,  in  a  Circular  addressed  to  the 
several  Senators,  informing  each  that  **  certain 
laatters  touching  the  public  good  required  that 
the  Senate  should  be  convened  on  the  above  day, 
at  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  Philadelphia,  then  and 
there  to  receive  and  deliberate  on  such  communi- 
cations as  he  shall  then  make  to  them:"  the 
Senate  assembled  accordingly. 

PEESENT  : 

Jem  Adams,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  and  Pt^esident  of  the  Senate. 

From  New  HampMre, — ^John  Lanodon  and 
Samuel  Liveemoee. 

From    McMochuutU. Caleb    Steong    and 

George  Cabot. 

From  Vermont, — ^Moses  Robinson. 

From   ConneetieuL — Olivxe  Ellswoeth   and 

J0S4TRAN   TbVMBULL. 

From  Rhode  Inland, — Thbodobe  Fostee  and 
WuxuM  BaADroED. 
From  Nm  T<?riL-**B€rvs   Knw  and   Aaeon 

BlTBl. 


From  New  Jersey. — ^John  RuTHEaruRO. 

From  Pennsylvania, — ^James  Ross  and  William 

BiNOHAM. 

From  JDelaware, — Henet  Latimee. 

From  Maryland, — Richaed  Potts. 

From  Virginia, — Henet  Tazewell  and  Ste- 
phens Thomson  I^Iason. 

I¥om  Kentucky. — ^Jobn  Beown  and  Humpbret 
Marshall. 

From  North  Carolina. — ^Albzamdee  Martin 
and  Timothy  Bloodworth. 

Fvm  South  Carolina. — ^Jaoob  Read. 

From  Oeoryia. — ^Jambb  Jaoxson. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Steono  and  Mr.  Lanodon  be 
a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any  com- 
munications he  Eoay  be  pleased  to  make. 

Mr.  Strong  reported,  from  the  committee,  that 
they  had  waited  on  the  Peesident  or  the  United 
States,  and  that  he  informed  them  he  would 
make  some  communications  to  the  Senate  imme- 
diately. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  : 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Senate : 

lo  pursuance  of  my  DominAtion  of  John  Jay  as  En- 
▼07  Extraordinary  to  Hit  Britannic  Majesty,  on  the 
19th  day  of  Aprit,  1794,  and  of  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  tSenate  thereto,  on  the  19th,  a  negotiation  was 
opened  in  London.  On  the  7th  of  March,  1795,  the 
Treaty  resulting  therefrom  was  deliFered  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  I  now  transmit  to  the  Senate  that  Trea- 
ty, and  other  documents  connected  with  it  They  will, 
therefore,  in  their  wisdom,  decide  whether  ther  will 
advise  and  consent  that  the  said  Treaty  be  made  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

a.  WA8HIN0T0N. 

Umtrd  Statu,  June  8, 1796. 

The  Message,  Treaty,  and  other  documents  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Message,  were,  in  part,  read,  and 
the  further  reading  therereof  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Senators  be  under  an  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy  on  the  communications  this  day  re- 
ceived from  the  PiusmBirr  or  thb  UvrncD  States, 
until  the  further  order  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  procure,  printed 
under  an  injunction  of  secrecy,  tnirty-one  copies 
only,  of  the  Treaty  referred  to  in  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  this 
day,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Tuesday,  June  9. 

PiiBCE  Butlsr,  from  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Fbbdbbick  Fbilinghutsin,  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  sevenilly  attended 

Jambs  Gunn,  from  the  SUte  of  Georgia,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  and,  the  usual  oath  being 
administered,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  printed  two  additional 
copies  of  the  Treaty  referred  to  in  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  8th 
instant 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Wbdnbsdat,  June  10. 

The  Senate  assembled — present  as  yesterday, 
and,  after  deliberation,  adjourned  to  eleven  o*clock 
to-moiTOW  morning. 


Thursday,  June  11. 

The  Senate  assembled— present  as  yesterday. 

The  Treaty  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  8th 
instant  was  read  and  considered. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  June  12. 

John  Hbrry,  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  and  the  usual  oath  being  ad- 
ministered, be  took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Treatv  communicated  from  the  Presioert  of 
THE  UNITED  STATES,  in  bis  MesBsge  of  the  8th 
instant 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  said  Treaty  be  pub- 
lished. 


And,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  tuodafy 
motion  as  follow^ : 

*' Or(20rid;  That  so  much  of  the  reeolntioo  of  tbe 
instant  as  enjoins  secrecy  upon  the  Senators  vitk 
spect  to  the  communications  on  that  day  receired ' 
tne  President,  be  rescinded  :* 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  th 
modified,  a  motion  was  made  for,  and  the  yeas 
nays  were  agreed  to;   and,  after  deliberation, 
was  agreed  to  postpone  this  question  until  t* 
morrow. 

On  motion  to  adjourn,  it  passed  in  the  negttiTif 
and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  of  m 
Treaty  abore  mentioned  was  postponed  until  ti 
morrow. 

The  following  Messages  were  reoeiTed  fron  tli 
President  or  the  UNrrBD  Statbb:  ^ 

Gentlemen  0/  the  Senate  : 

I  nominate  the  following  persons  to  ISU  the  offiod 
annexed  to  their  respective  names,  some  of  whidi  MJ 
been  appointed  during  the  recess  of  the  Seute ; 

John  Kelty,  of  Maryland,  to  be  Supernsor  of  aJ 
Revenue  for  the  District  of  Maryland,  noe  Gwp 
Gale,  resigned. 

James  Simons,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  NstsI  0§-| 
cer  for  the  port  of  Charleston,  vice  Isaac  Mottc,  dr 


.  William  Simmons,  of  PennsylTania,  to  be  Aemat- 
ant  for  the  Department  of  War,  rice  Joseph  HowcU, 
resigned 

Pierre  Eric  Skoldibrand,  jr.,  to  be  Coosol  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States  for  the  port  of  Algiers,  and  for  such  other 
places  as  shall  be  nearer  to  ttte  said  port  tbm  to  tb« 
residence  of  any  other  Consul  or  Vice  Coosol  of  tW 
United  States  within  the  same  allegiance. 

Joseph  Donaldson,  jr^  to  be  Consul  of  the  TToited 
States  for  the  ports  of  Tripoli  and  Tunis»  and  for  ioc^ 
other  places  as  shisll  be  nearer  lo  the  said  ports  than  to 
the  residence  of  any  other  Consul  or  Vice  Coosol  of 
the  United  States  within  the  same  allemncc. 

John  Overton,  to  be  Inspector  of  the  Reveoos  for  ths 
District  of  Tennessee,  in  the  Territory  of  the  Vmtd 
States  Southwest  of  the  river  Ohia 

Oeorge  Phillips,  of  Connecticut,  to  be  CoDector  for 
the  District  of  Middletowa 

Waterman  Thomas,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  Collec- 
tor for  the  District  of  Waldoborouffh,  and  Inspector  of 
the  ReTenue  for  the  port  of  Waldoboroogh. 

Thomas  Yose,  of  Massachusetts^  to  be  sarrvjor  for 
the  port  of  Thomaston,  and  InspecUNr  of  the  ReTSone 
for  the  same. 

William  Tuck,  pt  Massachusetts^  to  be  Collector  for 
the  District  of  Oloocester,  rice  Bppes  Sargent,  rsM^Ded. 

Henry  Malcomb^  of  New  York,  to  be  Cdlector  for 
the  District  of  Hudsoa 

Richard  Dickinson,  of  Connecticut,  to  be  Sorrefor 
for  the  port  of  Saybrook,  and  Inspector  of  the  Reveoos 
for  the  same. 

William  Adams,  of  Connecticut,  to  be  Sunreyor  for 
the  port  of  Hartford,  and  Inspector  of  the  ReTsnoe  for 
the  same. 

G.  WASHDiGTOX. 

UmTBD  C^ATsa,  June  IS,  1796. 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senoie : 

On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Deoember,  17H  ^ 
following  nominations  fbr  promotions  were  laid  before 
the  Senate: 
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Pint  au^Ztffkm. 

Bernard  Gkuocst  Captain,  80th  June,  1794,  vioe  Ker- 

f ,  promoted. 

Bartholomew  Shomberg,  Captain,  80th  June,  1794, 

;e  Hartdiome,  killed. 

JofaD  Wade,  Captain,  lai  Jnlj.  1794,  vioe  Peten^ 

omoted. 

Ross  Bird,  Captain,  6th  Jnly,  1794,  noe  Jefferi, 

ugned. 

And  on  the  S&th  day  of  Febmarj,  1796,  the  follow- 

Ferdinand  Leigh  Claiborne^  Lieutenant,  80th  June, 
194,  rice  Oaines,  promoted. 

John  Breck,  Lieutenant,  80th  June^  1794,  Tioe  Shorn- 
prg,  promoted. 

Edmund  Taylor,  Lieutenant,  Itt  July,  1794,  Tioe 
Tade,  promoted. 

Elijah  Strong,  Lieutenant,  6th  July,  1794,  vice  Bird, 
romuted. 

Reiin  Webster,  Lieutenant,  11th  July,  1794,  vice 
[ootford,  resigned. 

It  has  since  appeared  that  the  resignation  of  Captain 
llaj  had  escaped  notice  at  the  War  Office,  which,  ren- 
tering  the  above  arrangement  incorrect,  the  issuing  of 
ommissione  to  those  officers  has  been  suspended. 

To  rectify  that  arrangement,  and  to  fill  some  vacan- 
iea,  I  now  make  the  following  nominations  of  persons 
0  <]ffic8s  in  the  Army  of  the  u  nited  States : 

Bernard  Games,  Captain,  1st  April,  1794,  vice  CUy, 
'Migued. 

^rtholomew  Shomberg,  Captain,  80th  June,  1794, 
rioe  Eertey,  promoted. 

John  Wade,  Captain,  80th  June^  1794,  yice  Harts- 
lurne,  killed. 

Ross  Bird,  Captain,  Ist  July,  1794,  vice  Peters,  pro- 
noted 

Hastings  Marks,  Captain,  6th  July,  1794,  vice  Jeffers, 
rttigoed. 

Ferdinand  Leigh  Claiborne^  Lieutenant,  1st  April, 
IIH  vice  Qain^s,  promoted. 

John  Breck,  Lieutenant,  80th  June,  Tioe  Shomberg, 
promoted. 

Edmund  Taylor,  Lieutenant,  80th  June,  1794,  vice 
Wade,  promoted. 

Elijah  Strong,  Lieutenant,  1st  July,  1794,  yice  Bird, 
promoted. 

Rezio  Webster,  Lieutenant,  6th  July,  Tiee  Marks, 
promoted. 

Cavaify. 

Paul  McDermot,  Cornet,  yice  Torrey,  killed,  to  rank 
from  1st  May,  1796. 

James  V.  Ball,  Comet,  rioe  Posey,  promoted,  to  rank 
from  Ist  May,  1796. 

C9rp9  of  ArtUUrUU  and  Engifutn, 

Peter  A.  Draney,  Lieutenant,  vice  Hutchins,  resigned, 
to  rank  from  10th  April,  1796. 

William  Marts,  Captain,  SOth  April,  1796,  rice  An- 
^ewB,re8igned. 

Bntigm, 

George  Salmon,  vioe  Butler,  promoted,  to  rank  from 
Ist  May,  1796. 

Willuun  Soott,  yice  Claiborne,  promoted  to  rank 
from  1st  May,  1796. 


John  Callender,  yice  Breek,  promoted,  to  rank  from 
1st  May,  1796. 

Memwether  Lewis,  yice  McLean,  promoted,  to  rank 
from  1st  Blay,  1796. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Uritsd  Statb,  Jun€  12, 1796. 

The  Messages  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 


Satvbdat,  June  18. 

Eluaii  Padtb,  fi*om  the  State  of  Vermont,  pro- 
duced bis  credentials,  and  the  usual  oath  being  ad- 
ministered, he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nomination 
of  John  Kelty  and  others,  made  by  the  PBEsmsNT 
or  TBB  UNrnm  States,  in  his  Message  of  the  12th 
instant;  and 

BesolvMl,  That  they  adyise  and  consent  to  the 
appointments,  agreeably  to  the  respectiye  nomina* 
tions. 

The  Senato  proceeded  to  consider  the  militarjf 
nominations  contained  in  the  other  Message  of  the 
Prbsioknt  or  tbb  Unitkd  Statbs,  of  the  12th  in- 
stant; and 

BMohed,  That  they  adyise  and  consent  to  the 
appointments,  agreeably  to  the  respectiye  nomina- 
tions. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  these  resolutions, 
respectiyely,  before  the  Pbisidbiit  o9  thb  UiirrBo 
Statbs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Treaty  communicated  by  the  Pbbsidbnt  or  the 
UnTBD  Statbs,  with  his  Message  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, and  the  motion  yesterday  made  thereon,  to 
wit: 

That  so  mach  of  the  resolution  of  the  8th  in- 
stant as  enjoins  secrecy  upon  the  Senators,  with 
respect  to  the  communications  on  that  day  receiyed 
from  the  Pbbsidbnt,  be  rescinded. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
negatiye — ^yeas  9,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Barr,  Butler, 
Jackson,  Langdon,  Mason,  Robinson,  and  Tasewell 

NATa— Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Frelinghoysen,  Gann,  Henry,  King, 
Latimer,  Liyermore,  Marshall,  Miirtin,  Paine,  Potts, 
Bead,  Ross,  Rutherfurd,  Strong  and  TrombulL 

And,  after  progress  in  the  consideration  of  the 
Treaty,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

MoxTOAT,  June  15. 

John  VnnNO,  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  at- 
tended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Treaty,  communicated  by  the  pBBsroBirr  or  tbb 
UwiTBD  Statbs,  with  his  Message  of  the  8th  in- 
stant; and,  after  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  June  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Treaty  communicated  by  the  PsBsmairr  or  thb 
UmTBD  Statbs,  with  his  Message  of  the  8th  in- 
stant; and, 
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On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  refer  the  12th  arti- 
cle to  the  future  discussion  of  the  Senate ;  and, 
after  progress  in  the  consideration  of  the  18th  ar- 
ticle, the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wkdnssdat,  June  17. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Tr^ty,  communicated  with  the  Message  of  the 
Pbesident  of  the  United  STATEa^  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, and  after  discussion  on  the  remaining  arti- 
cles, a  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  it  be 

Jtetolvedf  (two-thirds  of  the  Senate  ooncurriog  there- 
in,) That  thej  do  oonient  to,  and  advise  the  President  of 
the  Umted  States,  to  ratify  the  Treaty  of  Amitv,  Oom- 
merce,  and  Navigation,  between  His  firitannic  Majesty 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  concluded  at  London, 
the  19th  day  of  November,  1794,  on  condition  that 
there  be  added  to  the  said  Treaty  an  article  whereby  it 
shall  be  agreed  to  suspend  the  operation  of  so  much  of 
the  12th  article  as  respects  the  trade  which  his  said 
MajestjT  thereby  consents  may  be  carried  on  between 
the  United  States  and  his  Islands  in  the  West  Indies, 
in  the  manner,  and  on  the  terms  and  conditions  therein 
specified. 

"  And  the  Senate  recommend  to  the  Preaident,  to 
proceed,  without  delay,  to  further  friendly  negotiations 
with  His  Majesty,  on  the  subject  of  the  said  trade,  and 
of  the  terms  and  conditions  in  question :" 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  that  this  motion  lie  to 
consideration,  until  to-morrow. 


Thubsdat,  June  18. 

The  Senate  assembled ;  and,  on  motion  to  adjourn 
until  Monday  next,  it  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas 
10,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler, 
Jackson,  Langdon,  Martin,  Mason,  Robinson,  and  Taze- 
well 

NAVa — Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Gunn,  Henry,  King,  Latimer, 
Livermore,  Mu^hall,  Paine,  Potta,  Read,  Hutherfurd, 
Strong,  Trumbull,  and  Vining. 

Whereupon  the  discussion  of  the  12th  article  of 
the  Treaty  was  renewed;  and,  after  debate,  the 
Senate  acyoumed. 

[^  Friday,  June  19. 

On  motion. 

Be$oleedj  That  the  President  or  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  reports  of  John  Jay  while  in  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  the  correspondence  between 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  American  Army 
with  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  on  the  subject  of  the  7th 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Great  Britoin, 
and  also  Mitchell's  map  of  North  America. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaiy  lay  this  resolution 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


SaturdaTi  June  20. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  on  the  17th,  respecting  the  12th  ar* 
tide  of  the  Treaty  communicated  with  jthe  Mes- 


sage of  the  Presidbrt  or  thk  UmrBD  States,  of 
the  8th  instant 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
State,  by  order  of  the  Prbsidbnt  or  the  U^nTio 
States,  with  the  fi)llowing  documents  requested 
yesterday : 

Three  volumes  of  the  reports  of  Mr.  Jay,  whik 
Secretary  of  Foreign  A&irs. 

A  printed  copy  of  the  official  papers  l^d  before 
Congress  by  the  Message  of  the  5th  of  December, 
1798,  and  a  translation  of  Mitchell's  map  of  the 
United  States. 


Monday,  June  22. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  i 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
State,  with  a  ^list  of  the  negroes,  to  which  the 
correspondence  between  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  American  Army  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton  re- 
lates ;**  which  was  read,  and,  with  the  document  re- 
ferred to,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  on  the  17th  instant,  on  the  12th  ar- 
ticle of  the  Treaty  communicated  with  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  or  the  United  States,  of 
the  8th  instant ;  and  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Burr  to  postpone  this  motion,  and  to  agree  to  the 
following  resolution : 

"  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  IVeaty,  con- 
cluded at  London  the  19th  of  November,  1794,  be  post- 
poned, and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  fiutber 
friendly  negotiations  with  His  Britannic  Majesty,  is 
order  to  effect  alterations  in  the  said  Treaty,  in  tbs 
following  particulars : 

''That  the  9th,  10th,  and  24th  articles,  and  su  modi 
of  the  26th  as  relates  to  the  shelter  or  refuge  to  be 
given  to  the  armed  vessels  of  States  or  Sovereigns  at 
war  with  eitherparty,  be  expunged. 

**  2d  article.  Tnat  no  privilege  or  right  be  allowed  to 
the  settlers  or  traders  mention<»  in  the  Sd  article,  other 
than  those  which  are  secured  to  them  by  the  Treaty  of 
1788,  and  existing  lawa 

*  8d  article.  That  the  third  article  be  expunged,  or  he 
so  modi6ed  that  the  citiaens  of  the  United  States  may 
have  the  use  of  all  rivers,  ports,  and  places  within  the 
Territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  North  America, 
in  the  same  manner  as  his  subjects  may  have  of  thoie 
of  the  United  Statea 

**  dth  article.  That  the  value  of  the  negroes  and  other 
property  carried  aVay,  contrary  to  the  7th  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  1783,  atui  the  lo9»  atid  damage  tutiained 
by  the  United  Statee  by  the  detentiou  of  the  posU^  be 
paid  for  by  the  British  Groveroment ;  the  amount  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  Commissioners  who  may  be  appoin^ 
ed  to  liquidate  the  claims  of  the  British  creditor;}. 

**  12th  article.  That  what  relates  to  the  We^tt  India 
trade,  and  the  provisos  and  oonditions  thereof  in  the 
12th  article,  be  expunged,  or  be  rendered  much  mors 
favorable  to  the  United  States,  and  without  any  re- 
straint on  the  exportation,  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  of  any  articles,  not  the  erowth,  produce,  or  ma- 
nufactures of  the  said  islands  of  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

**  15th  articlc'That  no  clause  be  admitted  which  may 
restrain  the  United  States  from  reciprocating  bens£u 
by  discriminating  between  foreign  nations  in  their  omd- 
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•rcial  amuigemento,  or  preveot  them  from  increasing 
i  tonnage  or  other  duties  on  British  vessels,  oo  terms 
recipnx^ity,  or  in  a  stipulated  ratio. 
"  21st  article.  That  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either 
rtr,  be  not  restrained  from  accepting  commissions  in 
i  Army  or  Nary  of  any  foreign  Power." 

And,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjoumed. 

Taisi^AT,  June  23. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  ihP 
otion  made  on  the  22d,  for  the  postponement  of 
e  motion  of  the  17th  instant,  on  the  12th  article 

the  Treaty  communicated  with  the  .Mesfiage  of 
e  Prksidemt  or  thk  Unitkd  Statsb,  of  the  8th 
stant 

And,  after  debate,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
tired by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present,  it  passed 

the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler, 
iduon,  Langdon,  Uartin,  Mason,  Robinson,  and  Taae- 
elL 

Nats. — MeasivL  Bingham,  Bradford,  Oabot,  Blls- 
ortb.  Foster,  FrelingbuyBen^  Oann,  Henry,  King,  La- 
mer. LtTermore,  Marshall,  Paine,  Potta,  Read,  Ross, 
latherfurd,  Strong,  Trumbull,  and  Yining. 

Wkdnxsdat,  June  24. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  mo- 
on made  on  the  17th  instant,  respecting  the  12th 
rticle  of  the  Treaty  communicated  with  the  Mes- 
ige  of  the  Pbesident  of  the  United  States  of 
be  8th  instant ;  and 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  seconded  by 
)Aj.  BiTLEiif  to  amend  the  motion  after  the  word 
'specified,"  as  follows: 

"  Aod  also  for  obtaining  adequate  compensation  for 
ht  negroes,  or  other  property  uf  the  American  inhabi- 
iDtd,  tarried  off  from  the  United  States,  in  violation  of 
the  definitive  Treatv  of  Peace  and  Friendship,  between 
hit  said  Majesty  ana  the  United  States,  signed  at  Paris, 
tbe  3d  day  of  September,  1783  ;" 

And,  aAer  deliberation,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
honorable  mover  have  leave  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion, in  order  to  introduce  a  motion  drawn  up  with 
more  consideration  on  the  same  subject  Where- 
apon  the  motion  was  renewed  by  Mr.  Browm,  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Jackson  ;  and,  on  the  question  to 
igree  thereto,  it  passed  in  the  negative — jea&  12, 
najs  15,  as  follows: 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler, 
JackMNi,  Langdon,  Marsliall,  Martin,  Mason,  Read, 
Kobinsfjn,  and  Tazewell. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster  Frelinghuysen,  Ounn,  King,  Livermore, 
Psine,  Potts,  Rons,  Rutherfurd,  Strong,  and  Trumbull 

A  motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  motion  be- 
fore the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  following  motion,  to  wit: 

"^Tbat  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  inform- 
ed that  the  Senate  will  not  consent  to  the  ratification 
of  tbe  Treaty  of  Amity,  Ck)mmerce,  and  Navigation,  be- 
tween tlie  United  States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
concluded  at  London  on  the  19th  November,  1794,  for 
the  reas<iQd  following: 

**  lit.  Because  so  much  of  tbe  Treaty  as  was  intend- 


ed to  terminate  the  complaints  flowing  from  the  inexe- 
cution  of  the  Treaty  of  1783,  contains  stipulations  that 
were  not  rightfully  or  iustly  requirable  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  are  both  impolitic  and  injurious  to 
their  interests ;  aod  because  the  Treaty  hath  not  se- 
cured that  satittfiution  frtim  tbe  British  Government,  for 
the  removal  of  negroes  in  violation  of  the  Treaty  of 
1788,  to  which  the  dtixeos  of  the  United  States  were 
justly  entitled. 

"  2d.  Because  the  rights  of  individual  States,  are,  by 
the  ninth  article  of  the  Treaty,  unconstitutionally  in- 
vaded. 

'*8d.  Because,  however  im politic  or  unjust  it  may 
generally  be  to  exercise  the  power  prohibited  by  tbe 
tenth  article,  yet  it  rests  on  Legislative  discretion,  and 
ought  not  to  be  prohibited  by  Treaty. 

"  4th.  Be6ause  so  much  of  the  Treaty  as  relates  to 
conamercial  arrangements  between  the  parties,  wants 
that  reciprocity  upon  which  alone  such  like  arrange- 
ments ought  to  be  founded,  and  will  operate  ruinously 
to  the  American  commerce  and  navigation. 

"Sth.  Because  the  Treaty  prevents  the  United  States  . 
from  the  exercise  of  that  control  over  their  commerce 
and  navigation,  as  connected  with  other  nations,  which 
might  better  the  condition  of  their  intercourse  with 
friendly  nations. 

**6th.  Because  the  Treaty  asserts  a  power  in  the 
President  and  Senate,  to  control,  and  even  annihilate 
the  Constitutional  right  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  over  their  commercial  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations. 

"7  th.  Because,  if  the  construction  of  this  Treaty 
should  not  produce  an  infraction  of  the  Treaties  now 
subsisting  between  the  United  States  and  their  allies,  it 
is  calculated  to  excite  sensations  which  mav  not  ope- 
rate beneficially  to  the  United  States. 

**  Notwithstanding  the  i^enate  will  not  consent  to  tho 
ratification  of  this  Treaty,  they  advise  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  continue  his  endeavors,  bv  friend- 
ly discussion  with  his  Britannic  Majesty,  to  aujust  all 
tbe  real  causes  of  complaint  between  the  two  nations  :** 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  divide 
this  last  motion  as  follows,  to  wit :  "  That  the  mo- 
tion of  the  17th,  now  before  the  Senate,  be  post- 
poned;" and  it  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  10, 
nays  19,  as  follows : 

TxAS.— Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler, 
Jaclcson,  Langdon,  Martin,  Mason,  Robinson,  and 
TaseweU. 

NATS.~Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradfbrd,  Oabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Ounn,  King,  Latimer, 
Livermore,  Marshall,  Paine,  Putts,  Read,  Ross,  Ruther- 
furd, Strong,  Trumbull,  and  Yining. 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  to  divide  the 
original  motion,  made  on  the  17th  instant,  and 
now  before  the  Senate,  so  as  to  adopt  the  first  pa- 
ragraph thereof,  ending  with  the  word  "  specified  ;^' 
and  it  passed  in  the  afflrmative— yeas  20,  nays  10, 
as  follows: 

YsAs.— Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Gunn,  Henry,  Kiug,  La- 
timer, Livermore,  Marshall,  Paine,  Potts,  Read,  Ross, 
Rutherfurd,  Strong,  Trumbull,  and  Yining. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler, 
Jackson,  Langdon,  Martin,  Mason,  Robinson,  and  Taze- 
well 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
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said  original  motion,  it  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe— 
as  follows : 

YxAB. — Messrs.  BiDgbam,  Bloodworth,  Bradford, 
Brown,  Burr,  Butler.  Cabot,  Elbworth,  Foster,  Fre- 
lioghujsen,  Ghinn,  Henry,  Jackson,  King,  Lengdon,  La- 
timer, Livermore,  Marshall,  Martin,  Mason,  Paine, 
Potts,  Read,  Robinson,  Ross»  RatherAird,  Strong,  Tan- 
well,  Trumbull,  and  Vining. 

So  this  paragraph  was  ttiutnimously  agreed  to ; 
and  it  was    > 

Beeolved^  (two-thirds  of  the  Senate  concurring 
therein,)  That  thej  do  consent  to,  and  advise  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  ratify  the  Treaty 
of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation,  between  His 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, concluded  at  London,  the  19th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1794,  on  condition  that  there  be  added  to  the 
said  Treaty  an  article,  whereby  it  shall  be  agreed 
to  suspend  the  operation  of  so  much  of  the  12th 
article,  as  respects  the  trade  which  his  said  Ma- 
jesty thereby  consents  may  be  carried  on,  between 
the  United  States  and  his  Islands  in  the  West  In- 
dies, in  the  manner,  and  on  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions therein  specified. 

And  the  Senate  recommend  to  the  Prbsidbmt  to 
proceed,  without  delay,  to  further  friendly  negotia- 
tions with  His  Migesty,  on  the  subject  of  the  said 
trade,  and  of  the  terms  and  conditions  in  ques- 
tion. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  lay  the  resolution 
before  the  President  of  thk  Unitkd  States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gcnn,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Read,  as  follows : 

"  Whereas  it  is  alleged  by  divers  American  cttixens, 
that  negroes  and  other  property,  to  a  considerable 
amount,  were  carried  away  in  contravention  of  the 
seventh  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  tlie 
United  States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty : 

•"  Beeolved,  That  the  Senate  recommend  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  renew,  by  friendly  nego- 
tiatiou  with  his  said  Majesty,  the  claims  of  the  Ameri- 
can citizens,  to  compensation  for  the  negroes  and  other 
property,  saallegea  to  have  been  carried  awav;  and  in 
case  the  disagreement  that  has  hitherto  existecC  relative 
to  the  construction  in  this  behalf  of  the  said  article, 
cannot  be  removed  by  candid  and  amicable  discussions, 
that  it  be  proposed,  as  a  measnre  calculated  to  cherish 
and  ooofirm  the  good  understanding  and  friendship 
which  it  is  desired  may  prevail  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, that  Commissioners  be  appointed,  in  the  manaer 
directed  by  the  sixth  article  of  the  Treatv  of  Amity, 
Commerce,  and  Navigation,  lately  concluded  between 
the  United  States  and  his  said  Majesty,  with  antliority  to 
ascertain  and  decide,  as  well  the  interpretation  of  the 
■aid  seventh  article  in  this  respect,  as  likewise  the 
amount  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  alleged  vidation 
of  the  same. 

**  But  the  Senate  are  of  opinion  that  the  negotiation 
on  this  subject  should  be  distinct  from,  and  subsequent 
to  that  recommended  by  their  act  of  the  24th  instant, 
respecting  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  his  said  Majesty's  isUnds  in  the  West  Jn- 
dies." 

■ 

And,  after  debate,  it  was  agreed  that  this  mo- 
tion lie  until  to-morrow  for  consideration. 


TeuBaDAT*  June  25. 

The  motion  made  bv  Mr.  Guinr,  as  last  recited, 
and  yesterday  referred  to  thia  day  for  oonsiden- 
tion,  was  resumed. 

On  motion  to  divide  thia  motion,  and  to  agree  to 
all  that  is  contained  from  the  word  '*  teAmos,"  to 
the  word  **iame^"  at  the  end  of  the  first  parajcnph 
of  the  resolution  inclusive,  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ^yeas  27,  nay  1,  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Bingham,  Blood wortli,  Bradford, 
Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foeter,  Frehc;- 
huysen,  Qunn,  Jacl^son,  Kin^,  lAngdoa,  Latimef, 
Livermore,  Marshall,  Martin,  Pame,  PoCts»  Read,  RofaiB- 
son.  Roes,  Rutherford,  Strong,  TnimbiiU,  and  Vioing. 

Mr.  Tasewell  TOted  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jacksox,  to  amend 
the  last  paragraph  of  the  motion  under  the  oons:- 
deration  of  the  Senate,  to  wit : 

**  But  the  Senate  are  of  opinion  that  the  oegotiatios 
on  this  subject  should  be  distinct  from,  and  eubeequeat 
to  that  recommended  by  their  act  of  the  24th  instaot, 
respecting  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  the  Urn- 
ted  States  and  his  said  Majesty *s  islands  in  the  West 
Indies,**  to  be  read  as  follows : 

**  And  the  Senate  are  of  opinion  that  the  oegotiatioQ 
on  this  subject  be  considerea  as  part  of  the  negotiaooQ 
recommended  by  their  act  of  the  24th  instant,  repectin^  | 
the  trade  and  interconrse  between  the  United  States 
and  bis  said  Majesty's  isUnds  in  the  West  Indiea." 

Whereupon  an  amendment,  after  diTisioQ  of  a 
motion,  was  objected  to  as  not  being  in  order,  and 
on  appeal  to  the  President,  it  was  by  him  deter- , 
mined  in  the  afifirmative ;  and,  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  amendment  proposed,  it  passed  in  the 
negative — ^yeas  11,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Boir,  Butler, 
Jackson,  Langdon,  Marshall,  Martin,  Masoo,  Bobinson, 
and  Tazewell. 

Nats. ^Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Oabot^  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Gunn,  Kin(c,  Latimer,  Livermore,  Paioe, 
Potts,  Read,  Ross,  Rutherfurd,  Strong,  TnimbuU,  and 
Vining. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  last  cUose  of 
the  original  motion,  to  wit : 

*  But  the  Senate  are  of  opinion  that  the  negotiation 
on  this  subject  should  be  distinct  from,  and  sabseqoeot 
to  that  recommended  by  their  act  of  the  S4th  iastant, 
respecting  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  his  said  Majesty's  islands  in  the  West 
Indies :" 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  one-fifth  of 
the  Senators  present — 


Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Freling- 
huysen,  Gunn,  King.  Latimer,  Livermore,  Paine,  Potts, 
Read,  Ross,  Rutherfurd,  Strong,  TrnmbuU,  and  Yining. 

"Hiose  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are — Messra  Blood- 
worth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Jackson,  Langdon,  Mar- 
shall, Martin,  Mason,  Robinson,  and  TasewelL 

Teas  18,  nays  11.  So  the  question  was  lost, 
there  not  being  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bittlee,  seconded  by  Mr. 
FaBLUioHursBN,  to  reconsider  this  last  quesdoo. 
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The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  bj  one-fifth 
f  the  Senators  present — 

Thofle  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are— Messra 
tiiUfbam,  Bradford,  Botler,  Oabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Velinghayaen,  Ounn,  King,  Latimer,  Livermore,  Paioe, 
^ottfl.  Read,  Boas,  Rutherfurd,  Strong,  Trumbull,  and 
''ining. 

ThMe  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are— Messrs. 
Uoodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Jackson,  Laogdon,  Marshall, 
lartio.  Mason,  RoUnsoo,  and  Tasewell. 

Yeas  19,  nays  10.  So  the  question  of  recon- 
idenition  was  lost,  there  not  being  two-thirds  of 
be  Senators  present  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rutherfurd,  for  the  qnes- 
ion  on  the  resolution  as  amended,  to  wit : 

"  Whereas,  it  is  alleged  by  divers  American  citizens, 
hst  n^roes  and  other  property,  to  a  considerable 
unoant,  were  carried  away  in  contravention  of  the 
rth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  United 
States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty : 

"*  Retolved,  That  the  Senate  recoounend  to  the  Pre- 
tident  of  the  United  States  to  renew  by  friendly  nego- 
ttatioa  with  his  said  Majesty,  the  claiais  of  the  Ameri- 
can citizens  to  compensation  for  the  negroes  and  other 
property  so  alleged  to  have  been  carried  away ;  and  in 
csfie  the  disagreement,  that  has  hitherto  existed  relative 
to  the  construction  in  this  behalf  of  the  said  article, 
anoot  be  removed  by  candid  and  amicable  discussions, 
that  it  be  proposed,  as  a  measure  calculated  to  cherish 
sod  confirm  the  good  understanding  and  friendship 
which  it  is  desired  may  prevail  between  the  two  coun- 
tries,  that  Comuiissiouers  be  appointed  in  the  manner 
directed  by  the  6th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Com- 
merce, and  Navigation  lately  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  his  said  Majesty,  with  authority  to 
ascertain  and  decide,  as  well  the  interpretation  of  the 
aid  7th  article,  in  this  respect^  as  likewise  the  amount 
of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  alleged  violation  of  the 
Mffle:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  14,  nays  15,  as 

follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Butler,  Burr, 
Oaon,  Jackson,  Langdon,  Marshall,  Martin,  Mason, 
Paine,  Read,  Robinson,  and  TazewelL 

^ATa — Messra  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Slls- 
worth,  Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  King,  Latimer,  Liver- 
more,  Potts,  Ross,  Rutherfurd,  Strong,  Trumbull,  and 
vining. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
President  of  thb  Uxcitkd  States  : 

OtnUemen  of  the  Senate : 

It  has  been  represented  by  our  Minister  Plenipoten* 
tiarj,  near  the  French  Republic,  that  such  of  our  com- 
mercial relations  with  France  as  may  require  the  sup- 
port of  the  United  States,  in  ctetail,  cannot  be  well 
executed  without  a  Consul  General  Of  this  I  am  sat- 
u&ed,  when  I  eonsider  the  extent  of  the  mercantile 
daims  now  depending  before  the  French  Government ; 
^  necessity  of  bringing  into  the  hands  of  one  agent 
the  various  applications  to  the  several  Committees  of 
AdmiDutration  residing  at  Paris ;  the  attention  which 
moBt  be  paid  to  the  conduct  of  Consuls  and  Vice-Con- 
■ub;  and  the  nature  of  the  services  which  are  the  pe- 
^ar  objects  of  a  Minister's  care,  and  leave  no  leisure 
^f  his  intervention  in  business  to  which  Consular 
fooctioDs  are  competent    I  therefore  nominate 

3o  C0V.--28 


Fttlwar  Skipwith,  to  be  Consul  General  of  the  United 
States,  in  France. 

I  also  nominate  John  Eelty,  of  Marvlaod,  to  be  la- 
spoctor  of  the  Revenue  for  Survey  ifo,  1,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maryland. 

William  Nichols,  of  Pi^nnsylvania,  to  be  Marshal  of 
and  for  the  Pennsylvania  District,  vice  David  I^enox, 
resigned. 

John  Davis,  of  Plymouth,  in  Massachusetts,  to  be 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  vice 
Jonathan  Jackson,  declined. 

John  Stockton,  to  be  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the 
State  of  Delaware,  vice  James  Tilton,  resigned. 

Dudley  Atkins  Tyng,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  Col- 
lector for  the  District  of  Newburyport,  vice  Edward 
Wigglesworth,  superseded ;  and 

George  Foster,  to  be  Collector  for  the  district  of  Sun- 
bury,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  vice  James  James,  who 
was  appointed  by  the  name  of  John  James,  in  Febru- 
ary last,  and  who  has  declined. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UNrriD  States,  /im/*  25,  1795. 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate : 

Just  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  I 
received  from  one  of  the  Senators  and  one  of  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  State  of  Georgia,  an  application  for 
a  Treaty  to  be  held  with  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians 
claiming  the  right  of  soil  to  certain  lands  lying  beyond 
the  present  temporary  boundary  line  of  that  State,  and 
which  were  describea  in  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia,  passed  on  the  28th  of  December  last,  which 
has  already  been  laid  before  the  Senate.  This  applica- 
tion, and  the  subsequent  correspondence  with  the  Go- 
vernor of  Georgia,  are  herewith  transmitted.  Tlie  sub- 
ject being  very  important,  I  thought  proper  to  postpone 
a  decision  upon  tnat  application.  The  views  I  nave 
since  taken  of  the  matter,  with  the  information  received 
of  a  more  pacific  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Creeks, 
have  induced  me  now  to  accede  to  the  request :  but 
with  this  explicit  declaration :  That  neitlier  my  assent, 
nor  the  Treaty  which  may  be  made,  shall  be  considered 
as  affecting  any  question  which  may  arise  upon  the 
supplementary  Act  pabsed  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  on  the  7tli  of  January  last,  upon 
which  inquiries  have  been  instituted,  in  pursuance  of 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;  and  that  anv  cession  or  relinquishment  of  the 
Indian  claims  shall  be  made  in  the  general  terms  of  the 
Treaty  of  New  York,  which  are  contemplated  as  the 
form  proper  to  be  generally  used  on  such  occasions ;  and 
on  the  ctKidition  that  one-half  of  the  expense  of  the 
supplies  of  provisions  for  the  Indians  assembled  at  the 
Treaty,  be  borne  by  the  State  of  Georgia 

Having  concluded  to  hold  the  Treaty  requested  by 
that  State,  I  was  willing  to  embrace  the  opportunity  it 
would  present,  of  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  the  dis- 
satisfaction of  the  Creeks  which  has  been  manifested, 
since  the  Treaty  of  New  York,  by  their  numerous  and 
distressing  depredations  on  our  Southwestern  frontiers 
Their  depre<lations  on  the  Cumberland  have  been  so 
frequent,  and  so  peculiarly  destructive,  as  to  lead  me  to 
think  they  must  originate  in  some  claim  to  the  lands 
upon  that  river.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the 
cause,  it  is  important  to  trace  it  to  its  source  ;  for,  in- 
dependent of  the  destruction  of  lives  and  property,  it 
occasions  a  very  serious  annual  expense  to  the  United 
Statea  The  Commissioners  for  holding  the  proposed 
Treaty,  will,  therefore,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
eaoses  of  the  hostilities  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  to 
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enter  into  such  reasonable  stipulations  to  will  remoye 
tbem,  and  give  perixianeDt  peace  to  those  parts  of  the 
United  States. 

I  now  nominate  Benjamin  Hawkins,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, George  Clymer,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Andrew 
Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  Commissioners  to 
hold  a  Treaty  with  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  for  the 
purposes  herein  before  expressed. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Umitbd  Statm,  June  26.  1796. 

The  Messages  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
"were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  until  to- 
morrow for  consideration. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BuRB,  seconded  by 

Mr.  LiVEBMOBE, 

**  That  the  resolution  of  the  8th  instant,  enjoining 
secrecy  upon  the  Senators,  with  regard  to  the  oommu- 
Dications  on  that  day  made  by  the  President,  be  re- 
scinded ;  but  that  it  be  nevertheless  enjoined  upon  the 
Senators  not  to  authorize  or  allow  any  publication  in 
print,  of  the  said  communication,  or  any  article  thereof:" 

Whereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ells- 
worth, to  postpone  the  motion  before  the  Senate, 
in  order  to  introduce  the  following  motion : 

**  That,  until  the  Treaty  vesterday  before  the  Senate 
shall  be  ratified,  it  should  be  left  solely  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  what  publi- 
*  cation,  if  any,  shall  be  made  of  the  same  f* 

And  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  original  mo- 
tion, by  striking  out  all  that  succeeds  the  word 
''  rescinded ;''  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

And  on  the  (question  to  agree  to  the  original 
motion,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  seconded  by  IVJr.  Ca- 
bot, to  reconsider  the  motion  last  adopted,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  forthwith  notify 
the  absent  Senators  of  the  above  vote  of  recousid- 

fration. 

Fbidat,  June  26. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  25th  instant,  and  the  nominations 
therein  contained,  of  Fulwar  Skipwith  and  others. 

Reached,  That  the  Senate  advise  and  consent 
to  the  appointments,  agreeably  to  the  nominations 
respectively. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolution 
before  the  Pbesident  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Livebmork,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Butleb,  that  it  be 

"  Beeolvedf  That  the  injunction  cf  secretr^  concern- 
ing the  communications  made  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  Sih  of  June,  instant,  be  re- 
sdnded:" 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Head,  seconded  by 
Mr.  FosTEB,  to  postpone  this  motion ;  and  it  pass- 
ed in  the  negative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Read,  to  amend  the  original 
motion  by  adding  these  words : 


"  But  that  it  be  neverthelese  enjmned  upon  iht  Soia- 
tors  not.  to  authorize  or  allow  any  copy  of  the  Mid  odb> 
munication,  or  of  any  article  thereof:" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  14,  nays  1!^ 
follows : 


Yeas. — Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Bk- 
worth,  Foster,  Gunn,  King,  Latimer,  Mm^^II,  Potti, 
Read,  Ross,  Strong,  and  IVumbnU. 

NATa — Messrs.  Bioodworth,  Brown,  Borr,  Botler, 
JacksoD,  Laogdon,  Livermore,  Martin,  Mason,  Pftias, 
Robinson,  and  TiMsewelL 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motjon  ii 
amended,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yess  18^ 
nays  9,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Bingham,  Bioodworth,  Bradfari 
Brown,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Gunn,  Kine.  Uo- 
mer,  Livermore,  Marshall,  Paine^  Potts,  Bead,  £m^ 
Strong,  and  Trumbull. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Burr,  Butler,  Jackson,  Jad^^ 
Martin,  Mason,  Robinson,  Rutherfurd,  and  TazenlL 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  •^ 
crecy  concerning  the  communications  mtde  W 
the  Pbesident  of  the  United  States,  on  tb 
8th  of  June,  instant,  be  rescinded ;  but  that  it  be, 
nevertheless,  enjoined  upon  the  Senators  not  to 
authorize  or  allow  any  copy  of  the  said  oomiSQ- 
nication,  or  of  any  article  thereof. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Message  of  the  Pbesident  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  26th  instant,  and  the  nominatiooi 
therein  contained,  of  Benjamin  Hawkins,  sod 
others;  and 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  Senate  do  sd- 
vise  and  consent  to  the  appointments,  agreeably 
to  the  nominations,  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretftiy  lay  this  resolatioB 
before  the  Pbesident  of  the  Unitbd  States. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabot  and  Mr.  BBOwy  wiit 
on  the  Pbesident  of  the  United  States,  vA 
acquaint  him  that  the  Senate  have  finished  the 
business  before  them,  and  are  ready  to  adjoonu 
unless  he  may  have  any  further  commuuicatio&& 
to  make. 

Mr.  Cabot  reported  that  the  Pbesident  of  thb 
United  States  had  no  further  oommunicatioss 
to  make  to  the  Senate,  than  his  hearty  wisiies 
that,  in  a  speedy  meeting  with  their  friends,  thej 
may  enjoy  every  felicity. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  by  the  Sccretazy 
of  the  Senate,  out  of  the  moneys  appropriated  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate,  to  James 
Mathers,  Doorkeeper,  three  dollars  per  day,  and 
to  Cornelius  Maxwell,  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  two 
dollars  per  day,  as  compensation  for  their  rest- 
ive attendance  during  this  special  session  of  tltf 
Senate,  over  and  above  their  stated  allowasoe. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  without  dij> 

Attest  : 

SAM.  A.  OTIS,  Semiatii^ 
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MoMPATf  NoTember  3, 1794  • 

The  following  membera  appeared  uid  took  their 
pats,  to  wtt: 

From  New  Hampsktre. — ^Nicholas  Gilman, 
EBEjciAH  Smith,  and  Painb  Wiivgatb. 

From  MoMoehtueUs. — Fishes  Ambs,  David 
JoBB,  Henrt  Deabbobh,  D wight  Fosteb,  Bbn- 
1X15  Goodhue,  Samuel  Holten,  George 
rHATCHEB,   Pelbo   Wadswobth,   and   Abtemas 

^ARD. 

From  ConnectietU. — Joshua  Coit,  Amaba 
!<KARyBi>,  Zepiianiah  Swift,  U&uh  Tjeuct, 
ind  Jonathan  T&uhbull. 

From  FermorU. — ^Israel  Smith. 

Fron  New  For*.— Theodorus  BaILET,  PhIUP 

tf^AX  Cortlandt,  and  John  Watts. 
From  New  Jersej^ — JoHN  Beatty,  and  Elias 

BOUDINOT. 

From  Pennsylvania, — ^Thomas  Hartley,  Johb 
IViLKEs  Kitteba,  Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 
[Speaker,)  and  Petbb  Muhlenbebo. 

From  Maryland, — Gabriel  Chbistib  and 
George  Dent. 

From  Virginia. — Isaac  Coles,  Samuel  Grif- 
rn,  John  Heath,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New, 
Jostah  Parker,  and  Robert  Rutherford. 

From  Kentucky, — Christopher  Greenup. 

From  North  Carolina, — Thomas  Blount,  Wil- 
liam Johnston  Dawson,  Nathaniel  Macon,  and 
Alexander  Mebane. 

From  South  Carolina. — WiLLiAM  Smith. 

From  Georgia, — Abraham  Baldwin. 

A  quoram  of  the  whole  number  not  being  prc- 
KQt,  the  Hoase  adjourned  uotll  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  November  4. 

Several  other  membem,  to  wit:  from  Rhode 
Island,  Francis  Malbone;  from  New  York, 
Henkt  Glenn,  James  Gobdon,  and  John  £. 
Vu  Allsn;  from  New  Jersey,  Jonathan  Day« 
^s;  from  Pennnylvania,  Thomas  Fjtzsimons; 
ffum  Delaware,  Hbnby  Latimer  ;  from  Maryland, 
^Villuh  Vans  Murray  ;  from  Virginia,  Gbobob 
Habcock,  Richard  Bland  Lbs,  Jambs  Madison, 
AsDRsw  lioQEB,  Franoh  Pbeston,  and  Fran- 
^  Walkxr;    and  from  North  Carolina,  Mat- 


thbw  LocKS^appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
Hoofte. 

And  a  qttornm,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number,  being  present. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Se- 
nate, to  inform  them  that  a  qnorum  of  this  House 
is  assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business  ; 
and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Hoase  do  go  with  said 
message. 

Wednesday,  November  6. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  John  S.  Shbbburne;  from  Massa- 
chusetts, William  Lyman;  from  Connecticut, 
James  Hillhouse;  from  Vermont,  Nathaniel 
Nilbs  ;  from  New  York,  Ezekiel  Gilbert  ;  from 
Maryland,  Willlim  Hindman;  from  "^rginia, 
Thomas  Claiborne;  and  from  Georgia,  Thomas 
B.  Cabnbs — ^appeared,  and  took  their  aeata  in  the 
Hoase. 

Notice  was  received  that  the  Senate  had  not  yet 
been  able  to  form  a  quorum. 

Upon  this,  Mr.  Dayton  moved  that  a  commit- 
tee shall  be  appointed  to  examine  the  business 
left  unfinished  last  session,  and  report  to  the  House. 
He  SAW  no  reason  for  losing  time  by  waiting  for 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Goodhue  objected  to  the  motion  as  im- 
proper. 

Mr.  Dayton  challenged  the  gentleman  to  point 
out  wherein  the  impropriety  consisted.  For  two 
or  three  weeks  the  House  of  Representatives  would 
have  full  employment,  while  the  Senate,  in  reality, 
hod  none.  He  was  positive  as  to  the  legality  and 
ezpedienoy  of  prooeeding. 

The  Speaker  put  the  qaestion,  and  the  ayes  and 
noes  were  equal,  each  being  twenty-five. 

The  Speakbb  then  informed  the  House  that,  as 
a  quorum  of  their  number  was  not  present,  it 
would  be  requisite  to  adjourn. 

The  House  rose  immediately,  after  adjourning 
till  to-morrow. 


Thubsday,  November  6. 

Two  other  membersi  to  wit:  From  Massachu- 
setts, Pbleo  Coffin,  and  from  Virginia,  John 
Nicholas,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 
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Friday,  November  7. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  From  Penn- 
sylvania, James  Armstro5o  and  William  Mont- 
GOMERT ;  from  Virginia,  William  B.  Giles  ;  from 
North  Carolina,  Joseph  Winstok  ;  and  from  South 
Carolina,  John  Hunter — appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  in  the  HoQse.  . 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  Standing  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ex- 
amine and  report  upon  the  certificates  of  election, 
or  other  credentials  of  the  members  returned  to 
serve  in  this  House,  and  to  take  into  their  con- 
sideration all  such  matters  as  shall  or  may  come 
in  question,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House, 
touching  returns  and  elections,  and  to  report  their 
proceedings,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Dayton, 
Mr.  HiLLHOusE,  Mr.  Sherburne,  Mr.  Dent,  Mr. 
Lee,  Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  Hunter. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  from  the  Governor 
of  Maryland,  together  with  the  return  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Gabriel  Duvall,  to  serve  as  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  for  the  said  State,  in  the  room 
of  John  Francis  Mercer,  who  has  resigned  his 
seat,  which  was  laid  before  the  House  at  the  last 
session,  be  referred  to  the  said  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. 


Monday,  November  10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York* 
Thomas  Tkedwell;  from  New  Jersey,  Lambert 
Cadwalader  ;  from  Pennsylvania,  John  Smilie  ; 
from  North  Carolina,  WillulM  Barry  Grove  and 
Joseph  McDowell;  and  from  South  Carolina, 
Richard  Winn — appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in 
the  House. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  the  Se- 
nate had  not  yet  been  able  to  make  a  quorum. 
Fifteen  members  only  appeared.  One  more  was 
necessary. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  the  House  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider  the 
Rules  for  choosing  committees  upon  election  bu- 
siness. 

Mr.  Beatty,  of  New  Jersey*  asked  why  the 
House  of  Representatives  should  wait  any  longer 
for  the  Senate  to  make  a  quorum  ?  It  had  been 
said  that  we  cannot  go  on  till  the  Senate  are  also 
ready,  because  we  are  forbidden  by  the  Constitution. 
The  Constitution  says  no  such  thing.  This  House 
has  already  waited  a  week  for  the  Senate;  and  it  is 
impossible  to  conjecture  how  long  it  may  be  obliged 
to  wait,  by  this  method  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  wanted  to  learn  whether  it  was 
proper  to  have  appointed  a.  new  Election  Com- 
mittee.   He  greatly  doubted  it 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  new  committee  was 
formed  upon  this  principle,  that  the  bubiness  before 
the  last  committee  should  begin  de  novo.  Perhaps 
this  point  had  not  been  sufficiently  adverted  to, 
when  the  resolution  passed  last  weeic  for  appoint- 
ing a  new  one. 


Mr.  BouDlNOT  thought  that  there  would  arise  a 
considerable  inconvenience  from  all  the  busiaees 
beginning  over  again.  Persons  who  had  objected 
to  the  return  of  a  member  of  that  House,  for  ex- 
ample, would  have  to  present  a  new  petition  to  the 
new  committee,  and  so  on. 

Mr.  Nicholas  did  not  think  that  this  inference, 
drawn  by  Mr.  Boudinot,  followed  from  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  new  committee. 

Mr.  Dayton  differed  entirely  from  Mr.  Boudi- 
NOT.  Petitions  were  not  addressed  to  A,  B,  C,  D, 
E,  as  members  of  the  Committee  of  Electionst  bat 
to  such  a  committee  in  general.  Therefore,  the 
new  one  would  take  up  the  business  as  their  pre- 
decessors had  left  it 

Mr.  BouDJNOT  replied  to  explain. 

Mr.  Lyman  considered  it  as  a  most  absurd  idea, 
that  there  should  be  any  such  thing  as  a  Standing 
Election  Cotnmittee  for  the  whole  Congress.  Was 
public  business  to  stand  still  for  the  arrival  of  mem- 
bers, dispersed,  perhaps,  all  over  the  Continent ! 
When  a  session  ended,  what  further  concern  had 
they  with  keepin?  of  papers  ?  It  was  their  datv 
to  give  them  back  to  the  Clerk,  with  a  report  of 
what  progress  they  had  made,  and  the  House,  when 
it  met  again,  could  proceed,  whether  these  members 
were  present  or  not. 

Mr.  Carnes  was  for  proceeding  to  dlscnH^  the 
question. 

The  Speaker,  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  Lee,  gave 
his  opinion  as  to  the  point  of  form.  He  said  that 
it  had  been  the  practice  of  the  House  to  name  a 
Standing  Committee  of  Elections,  to  last  for  the 
whole  period  of  the  duration  of  Congress.  But 
he  recommended,  as  the  most  regular  method,  to 
determine,  in  the  first  place,  whether  it  was  pro- 
per to  proceed  without  the  Senate.  When  once 
the  House  had  decided  on  its  own  competency  for 
doing  business,  it  would  then  be  soon  enough  to 
determine  what  business  should  be  done. 

Mr.  Goodhue  moved  to  adjourn.  For  all  the 
time  that  would  now  be  addilionally  lost,  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  decide  the  question. 

It  was  observed  that  there  was  no  instance  in 
the  Continent  where  one  House  proceeded  to  bu- 
siness without  the  other. 

Mr.  Dayton,  in  reply,  observed,  that  Mr.  Gco!d- 
HUE  had  made  a  dsily,  or  near  about  a  daily,  mo* 
tion  for  adjournment,  ever  since  the  Hoase  began 
to  meet  He  bad  at  this  time  understood  5ai 
the  principle  of  the  adjournment  had  been  given 
up,  and  he  must  confess  that  he  did  not  expect  to 
hear  any  arguments  for  adjournment  on  the  score 
of  expediency. 

The  House  divided  on  the  motion  of  Ifr.  Good- 
hue— for  adjourning,  ayes  33,  noes  36. 

Mr.  Dayton  then  moved  for  the  appointjnent  of 
a  committee  to  examine  and  report  the  unfinished 
business  of  last  session ;  which  was  adopted,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  BouDUcor,  Mr. 
TbacY,  and  Mr.  Kittera. 

A  petition  of  Moses  Myers,  of  the  borough  of 
Norfolk,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  exonerated 
from  the  payment  of  the  duties  accruing  on  eer> 
tain  goods  which  he  imported,  and  wtuch,  after 
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!ntry  thereof  made,  were  sunk  and  damaged  by  the 
^rersettiDg  of  the  craft  employed  to  bring  them  on 
liore. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
tfr.  Parkbr,  Mr.  Watm,  and  Mr.  Coffin;  that 
ihey  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
;he  same,  with  their  opmion  thereupon,  to  the 
douse. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  petition  of  Peter  Covenhoven,  which 
«ras  made  to  this  House  on  the  twenty-first  of  Feb- 
raary,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 


TuBSDAT,  November  11. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts, 
SncARJASHUB  BouBNE,  and  from  New  York,  Peter 
Va5  Gaasbeck,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in 
the  House. 

The  Spbaxbr  informed  the  House  that  one  Se- 
nator was  yet  wanting  to  the  making  of  a  quo- 
rum. [The  Senate  consists  of  thirty  members,  of 
whom  only  fifteen  have  yet  (Tuesday)  made  their 
appearance;  of  consequence,  a  majority  is  want- 
ing. The  Vice  President  has,  it  is  true,  arrived, 
but  he  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  a  Senator.  He 
does  not  give  a  vote  in  questions  that  come  before 
the  Senate,  unless  the  voices  on  a  division  are 
equal,] 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  James  White,  enclosing  the  credentials  of 
his  appointment  as  a  Representative  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  South  of  the  river 
Ohio,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  thir- 
teenth of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr. 
l^ALKKR,  Mr.  Swift,  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  Smith,  with 
instructions  to  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  BocDiKOT,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  Journal  of  the  last  session,  and  report 
therefrom  all  such  matters  of  business  as  were  then 
depending  and  undetermined ;  and  also  to  examine 
and  report  such  laws  of  the  United  States  as  have 
expired,  or  will  expire  before  the  next  session,  made 
a  report,  in  part ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

MARTLAND  REPRESENTATIVK 

Mr.  Murray  informed  the  House  that  Mr.  Ga- 
briel Duvall,  a  member  from  Maryland,  was  now 
attending  to  take  bis  seat  This  gentleman  has. 
been  elected  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Mercer. 

Mr.  Nicholas  observed  that  he  saw  no  reason 
for  delaying  the  admission  of  the  gentleman.  He 
understood  the  Committee  of  Elections  had  the 
ease  of  Mr.  Mbeceb'b  resignation  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  would  report  immediately ;  and  he 
understood  that  the  report  would  be  in  favor  of 
the  gentleman.  He  dia  not  see  the  use  for  so 
much  more  ceremony  in  this  case  than  in  that  of 


the  ibrmer  membera  They  had  all  been  admit- 
ted first,  and  their  credentials  ezamiBed  after- 
wards. 

Some  remarks  fell  from  Mr.  Leb  respecting  pre- 
cedent Mr.  Mbrcbr  had  formerly  taken  a  seat 
in  much  the  same  way,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Pink- 
net. 

The  proceedings  on  this  case  were  read  by  the 
Clerk. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  that,  if  gentlemen  would  only 
have  patience  for  ten  minutes,  they  would  have  the 
report  of  the  committee  ready. 

Mr.  Dattok  immediately  after  presented  this  re- 
port A  question  occurred  whether  or  not  it  should 
be  read. 

Mr.  Madison  was  for  the  report  being  read.  It 
would  only  delay  the  admission  of  the  gentleman 
for  a  few  minutes.  It  was,  therefore,  better  to  re- 
ceive it,  and  then  take  him  in.  There  was  a  ques- 
tion, if  Mr.  Mbrcbr  was  now  to  appear  before 
the  House,  could  he  take  his  seat?  Mr.  M. 
would  not  undertake  to  answer  the  question.  It 
was  a  delicate  one.  He  would  have  the  report 
read.  If  it  was  favorable,  act  as  concurring  with 
it ;  if  not  so,  lay  it  aside,  and  admit  the  member 
from  Maryland  to  qualify,  without  taking  any  no- 
tice of  it 

Mr.  Parker  could  see  no  reason  why  the  mem- 
ber might  not  take  his  place  directly.  The  House 
had  yesterday  full  evidence  laid  before  them,  un- 
der the  sanction  of  the  Legislature  of  Mai7land, 
that  Mr.  Merger  had  vacated  his  seat  In  his 
room  here  comes  a  gentleman  with  proper  cre- 
dentials. Why  hesitate  in  accepting  him?  Mr. 
P.  was  sorry  that  any  discussion  had  taken  place 
on  the  subject 

Mr.  MuRRAT  and  Mr.  Boudinot  spoke  each  a  few 
words. 

Mr.  Madison  was  still  for  reading  the  report  of 
the  committee.  His  object  was  to  accelerate  the 
reception  of  the  gentleman,  which  would  inevi- 
tably and  properly  take  place.  If  the  House  were 
to  admit  him  to  qualify,  without  first  reading  the 
report,  it  might  hereafter  be  asked.  Why  was  a 
report  made  at  all,  when  the  House  refuse  to  read 
it?  It  might,  on  a  future  occasion,  be  said,  '*  Per- 
haps that  report  has  been  unfavorable,and  the  House 
have  contradicted  the  report  of  their  own  commit- 
tee." 

Mr.  Murray  waived  his  objection  to  the  read- 
ing of  the  report  It  was  read  accordingly,  as  fol- 
lows: 


**  That  it  appears,  from  a  certificate  signed  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  Council,  and 
under  the  seal  of  the  said  State,  that  Gabriel  Darall 
was  duly  elected  to  serve  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  in  the  place  of  John  Francis 
Mercer,  who  had  resigned  his  seat ;  that  the  resigna- 
i\oa  of  t^e  said  John  Francis  Mercer  appears  from  his 
letter,  dated  the  thirteenth  of  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  directed  to  the  Governor  of 
Maryland. 

**  Retolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
Gabriel  Duvall  is  entitled  to  take  a  seat  in  the  House, 
as  one  of  the  Representatives  for  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, in  the  stead  of  John  Francis  Mercer." 
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The  said  resolution  was  again  read,  and,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  DuvALL  then  appeared,  and  the  oath  to  sup- 
port the  .Constitution  of  the  United  States  being 
administered  to  him  bj  the  Sfbakbr,  according  to 
law,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  as  one  of  the 
Representatives  for  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the 
room  of  John  Francis  Mercer. 

STANDING  RULES  AND  ORDERS, 

Mr.  Tbaot  then  reminded  the  House  of  his  pro- 
posal for  immediately  going  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  Rules  and  Regulations. 

Mr.  Madison  objected  to  going  into  the  business 
abruptly.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  lost,  or  mis- 
laid, his  copy  of  the  Regulations.  He  would  cer- 
tainly not  object  on  his  own  account  If  there  was 
nobody  else  in  the  same  situation,  he  should  not 
mention  that  as  any  reason  to  stop  their  going  on. 
But  he  was  afraid  some  other  gentlemen  were  in 
the  same  situation. 

Mr.  OooDHUB  declared  that  he  was  in  a  similar 
predicament 

Mr.  Tract. — If  we  are  like  schoolboys,  and  have 
lost  our  books,  I  can  have  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
curing of  new  ones. 

It  was  then  agreed  to  priiit  the  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations over  again,  for  the  use  of  the  members;  and 
that  the  House  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  this  matter  to-morrow. 


VTbdnksdat,  November  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Carter  B.  Harrison, 
from  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House.  . 

A  memorial  of  Andrew  Taylor,  of  Ulster  coun- 
ty, in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  liquidation  and  settle- 
ment of  a  claim  for  nis  services  as  a  Deputy  Quar- 
termaster in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Samuel  Emery,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  merchant,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  a  new  register  may 
be  granted  in  the  case  of  the  brig  Lucy,  an  Ame- 
rican bottom,  which  was  sold  in  the  year  1792  to 
a  person  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  it 
being  omitted  in  the  bill  of  sale  of  the  said  brig 
to  insert  a  copy  of  the  register,  in  consequence 
of  which  omission,  the  Collector  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia  conceives  himself  unauthorized  to 
grant  a  new  register. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  and  report  such  Standing 
Rules  and  Orders  of  Proceeding  as  are  proper  to 
be  observed  in  this  House ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Spbakbr  resumed  the  Chair, 
and  Mr.  Tbitiibull  reported  that  the  Committee 


had  had  the  said  report  under  coosidentioD,  tsd 
made  several  amendments  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

Thubsdat,  November  18. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Am>bew  Gbiog  and 
Danibl  Hbistbb,  from  Pennsylvania,  appeared  and 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  Spbakbr  informed  the  House  that  there 
was  not  yet  any  appearance  of  a  quorum  in  tb- 
Senate.  No  new  member  of  that  House  had  v- 
rived,  and  one  of  those  here  had  fallen  sick. 

NEWSPAPERS  FOR  MEMBER& 

A  motion  was  made  that  each  member  be  sa|>- 
plied  with  three  daily  newspapers.  It  was  men- 
tioned that  some  applications  had  been  made  bj 
a  few  particular  members  for  leave  to  hare  news- 
papers from  the  Southern  or  Eastern  States  ts 
part  of  this  number.  This  was  objected  to  as  pot- 
ting the  Executive  to  a  needless  additional  ex- 
pense. It  was,  therefore,  subjoined,  as  an  amecd- 
ment  to  the  motion,  that  they  should  be  newspa- 
pers "  of  this  city." 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  that  economy  was  higbJj 
proper,  on  this,  as  well  as' other  points.  He  tbere- 
fore  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  *'  three"  from 
the  motion,  and  substitute  ^'  two.**  He  consdered 
one  morning  and  one  evening  paper  as  sufficient 
for  the  information  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Tbact  said  that  it  was  altogether  but  a  small 
afiair.  Some  gentlemen  had,  as  be  understood. 
already  bespoken  three  papers,  under  the  expec- 
tation that  the  same  number  would  be  granted 
during  this  session  as  during  the  last. 

Mr.  Nicholas  then  observed,  that  he  would  not 
press  his  amendment  on  the  House. 

It  was  accordingly  withdrawn.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  caose 
the  members  to  be  furnished,  during  the  present 
session,  with  three  newspapers,  printed  in  this 
city,  such  as  the  members  respectively  shall  choose, 
to  be  delivered  at  their  lodgings. 

A  petition  of  George  Campbell,  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  reid, 
praying  compensation  for  his  services  as  a  Captiin 
of  Artificers,  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  War  Department,  from  the  first  day  of 
April  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jun«,  one  thoassnd 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-feur,  inclusive;  vhicfa 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

STANDING  RULES  AND  ORDERa 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amiod- 
ments,  reported  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  aod 
report  such  Standing  Rules  and  Orders  of  Pro- 
ceedings as  are  proper  to  be  observed  in  this  Hoose ; 
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>xm1  the  said  amendments  being  twice  read,  were, 
n  the  question  several] j  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
»7  the  House. 

The  said  report,  as  amended,  being  then  again 
ead,  and  ftirther  amended, 

Bemflved^  That  the  same  be  established  as  the 
Standing  Rules  and  Orders  of  this  House,  to  wit : 

JTANDINa    RULES    AND    ORDERS    OP    THE 
HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATlVESw 

Firtt. — Tmiehhtg  the  Duttf  of  tke  Speaker. 

He  shall  take  the  Chair  every  day  at  the  hour  to 
vhich  the  House  eball  hare  adjourned  on  the  preced- 
m^  day ;  shall  immediately  call  the  members  to  order, 
lod,  OD  the  appearance  of  a  quorum,  shall  cause  the 
Joarnaf  of  the  preceding  day  to  be  read. 

He  shall  preserve  decorum  and  order ;  may  speak  to 
poiuts  of  order,  in  preference  to  other  membiers,  rising 
trom  his  seat  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  decide  ques- 
tions of  order,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  House  by  any 
two  members 

He  shall  rise  to  put  a  question,  but  may  state  it  sit- 
ting. 

Questions  ehall  be  distinctly  put  in  this  form,  to  wit : 
**  Ab  many  as  are  of  opinion  that  (as  the  question  may 
be)  say  Ay  ;**  and  af^er  the  affirmatire  voice  is  express- 
ed, "  As  many  as  are  of  a  contrary  opinion,  say  No." 
If  the  Speaker  doubts^  or  a  division  be  called  for,  the 
House  shall  divide ;  those  in  the  affirmative  of  the  ques- 
tioe  «hall  fir:»t  rise  from  their  seats,  and  afterwards 
those  ia  the  negative.    If  the  Speaker  still  doubts,  or 
a  count  be  required,  the  Speaker  shall  name  two  mehi- 
ber«,  one  from  each  side,  to  tell  the  numbers  in  the 
affirmative ;  which  being  reported,  he  shall  then  name 
tvo  others,  one  from  each  side,  to  tell  those  in  the  ne- 
gative; which  being  also  reported,  he  shall  rise,  and 
state  the  decision  to  the  House. 

All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker, 
mless  otherwise  specially  directed  by  the  House;  in 
which  case  thev  shall  be  appointed  by  ballot ;  and  if, 
upon  such  ballot,  the  number  required  shall  not  be 
elected,  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  given,  the  House 
^hall  proceed  to  a  second  ballot,  in  which  a  plurality 
oC  votes  shall  prevail ;  and  in  case  a  greater  number 
Ouu  are  required  to  compose  or  complete  the  commit- 
tee, afaall  have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  House 
^1  proceed  to  a  further  ballot  or  ballots. 

Id  all  cases  of  ballot  by  the  House,  the  Speaker 
>hill  vote ;  in  other  cases  he  shall  not  vote,  unless 
the  House  be  equally  divided,  or  unless  his  vote,  if 
given  to  the  minority,  will  make  the  division  equal ; 
and,  to  case  of  such  equal  division,  the  question  shall 
be  lost  ^  ^ 

,  AH  acts,  addresses,  and  joint  resolutions,  shall  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker;  and  all  writs,  warrants,  or 
sabpcenas,  issued  by  order  of  the  House,  shall  be  uuder 
»u  nand  and  seal,  attested  by  the  Clerk. 

Id  case  of  any  disturbance  or  disorderly  conduct  in 
the  gallery  or  lobby,  the  Siieaker,  (or  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,)  shall  have  power  to 
order  the  same  to  be  cleared. 

Secondly. — 0/  Dee<man  and  Debate. 

When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debate,  or 
deliver  any  matter  to  the  House,  he  shall  rise  from  his 
^^t,  and  respectfully  address  himself  to  the  Speaker. 

If  any  member,  in  speaking,  or  otherwise,  transgress 
Ihe  rules  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  mem- 

f  ^^'^Jt  call  to  order ;  in  whidi  case  the  member  so 
^l€d  to  order  shall  immediately  sit  down,  unless  per- 


mitted to  explain ;  and  the  House  shall,  if  appealed  to, 
decide  on  the  case,  but  without  debate.  If  there  be  no 
appeal,  the  decision  of  the  Chair  shall  be  submitted  ta 
If  the  decision  be  in  favor  of  the  member  called  to  or* 
der,  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  ;  if  otherwise,  and 
the  case  require  it,  be  slxall  be  liable  to  the  censure  of 
the  House. 

When  two  or  more  members  happen  to  rise  at  once, 
the  Speaker  shall  name  the  member  who  is  first  to 
speak. 

No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  to  the  same 
question,  without  leave  of  the  House ;  nor  more  than 
once,  until  every  member  choosing  to  speak  shall  have 
spokea  • 

Whilst  the  Speaker  is  putting  any  question,  or  ad- 
dressing the  House,  none  shall  walk  out  of,  or  across 
the  House ;  nor  either  in  such  case,  or  when  a  member 
is  speaking,  shall  entertain  private  discourse;  nor, 
whilst  a  member  is  speaking,  shall  pass  between  him 
and  the  Chair. 

No  member  shall  vote  on  any  question  in  the  event 
of  which  he  is  immediately  and  particularly  interested ; 
or  in  any  other  ca^e  where  he  was  not  present  when 
the  question  was  put 

Upon  a  division  and  count  of  the  House  on  any  ques- 
tion, no  member  without  the  bar  shall  be  counted. 

Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  House  when  a 
question  is  put,  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  House, 
mr  special  reasons,  shall  excuse  him. 

When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  it  shall  be 
stated  by  the  Speaker,  or,  being  in  writing,  it  shall  be 
handed  to  the  Chair,  and  read  aloud  by  the  Clerk,  be- 
fore debated. 

Every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  the 
Speaker  or  any  member  desire  it 

After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  Speaker,  or  read  by 
the  Clerk,  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  m  possession  of  the 
House,  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  before  a  de- 
cision or  amendment. 

When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be 
received,  unless  to  amend  it,  to  commit  it^  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  to  postpone  it  to  a  day  certain,  or  to 
adjourn. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  always  in  order,  and 
shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

The  previous  question  shall  be  in  this  form :  *'  Shall 
the  mam  question  be  now  put  I"  It  shall  only  be  ad- 
mitted when  demanded  by  five  members ;  and,  until  it 
is  decided,  shall  preclude  all  amendment  and  further 
debate  of  the  mam  question. 

On  a  previous  question,  no  member  shall  speak  more 
than  once  without  leave. 

Any  member  may  call  for  the  division  of  a  question, 
where  the  sense  will  admit  of  it. 

A  motion  for  commitment,  until  it  is  decided,  shall 
preclude  all  amendment  of  the  main  question. 

Motions  and  reports  may  be  committed  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  House. 

No  new  motion  or  proposition  shall  be  admitted  un- 
der color  of  amendment,  as  a  substitute  for  the  motion 
or  proposition  under  debate. 

When  the  reading  of  a  paper  is  called  for,  which 
had  before  been  read  to  the  House,  and  the  same  is  ob- 
jected to  by  any  member,  it  shall  be  determined  by  a 
vote  of  the  House. 

The  unfinished  business  in  which  the  House  was 
engaged  at  the  time  of  the  last  adjournment,  shall 
have  the  preference  in  the  Orders  of  the  Day ;  and 
no  motion  on  any  other  business  shall  be  received, 
without  special  leave  of  the  House,  until  the  former  is 
disposed  of 
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Id  all  other  caBes  of  ballot  than  for  committees,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  given  shall  be  necessaf  v  to  an  elec- 
tion ;  and  when  there  shall  not  be  such  majority  on  the 
first  ballot,  the  ballot  shall  be  repeated  until  a  majority 
be  obtained^* 

In  all  cases  when  others  than  members  of  the  House 
may  be  eligible,  there  shall  be  a  previous  nomination. 

If  a  question  depending  be  lost  by  adjournment  of 
the  House,  and  revived  on  the  succeeding  day,  no  mem- 
ber  who  has  spoken  twice  on  the  dav  preceding,  shall 
be  permitted  again  to  speak  without  leave. 

Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate  shall  be  necessary,  shall  be  read 
to  the  House,  and  laid  on  the  table,  on  a  day  preced- 
ing that  in  which  the  same  shall  be  moved,  unless  the 
House  shall  otherwise  expressly  allow. 

Petitions,  memorials,  and  other  papers,  addressed  to 
the  House,  shall  be  presented  by  the  Speaker,  or  by  a 
member  in  his  place,  and  shaU  not  ne  debated  or 
decided  on  the  day  of  their  being  first  read,  unless 
where  the  House  shall  direct  otherwise;  but  shall 
lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  up  in  the  order  they 
were  read. 

Any  fifteen  members,  (including  the  Speaker,  if 
there  is  one,)  shall  be  authorized  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  absent  members. 

Upon  calls  of  the  House,  or  in  taking  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  any  question,  the  names  of  the  members  shall 
be  called  alphabetically. 

Any  member  may  excuse  himself  from  serving  on 
any  committee  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  if  he  is 
then  a  member  of  two  other  committees. 

No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  of 
the  House,  unless  he  have  leave,  or  be  sick,  and  unable 
to  attend. 

Upon  a  call  of  the  House,  the  names  of  the  members 
•hall  be  called  over  by  the  Clerk,  and  the  absentees 
noted ;  after  which,  the  names  of  the  absentees  shall  be 
again  called  over,  the  doors  shall  then  be  shut,  and  those 
for  whom  no  excuse,  or  in^ufiicient  excuses  are  made, 
may,  by  order  of  the  House,  be  taken  into  custody,  as 
they  appear,  or  may  be  sent  for,  and  taken  into  cus- 
tody, wherever  to  be  found,  by  special  messengers  to 
be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

When  a  member  shall  be  discharged  from  custody, 
and  admitted  to  his  seat,  the  House  shall  determine 
whether  such  discharge  shall  be  with,  or  without,  pay- 
ing fees:  and  in  like  manner,  whether  a  delinquent 
member,  taken  into  custody  by  a  special  messenger, 
shall,  or  shall  not.  be  liable  to  defray  the  expense  of 
such  special  messenger. 

A  Sergeant-at-Arms  shall  be  appointed,  to  hold  bis 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  whose  duty 
shall  be  to  attend  the  House  during  its  sitting ;  to  exe- 
cute the  commands  of  the  House,  from  time  to  time, 
either  by  himself,  or  a  special  messenger,  to  be  by  him 
appointed  for  that  purpose  together  with  all  such  pro- 
cess issued  by  authority  thereof,  as  shall  be  directed  to 
him  by  the  Speaker. 

The  fees  of  the  Sergeant- at- Arms  shall  be,  for  every 
arrest,  the  sum  of  two  dollars ;  for  each  day's  custody 
and  releasement,  one  dollar ;  and  for  traveling  expenses 
of  himself,  or  a  special  messenger,  going  and  return- 
ing, one-tenth  of  a  dollar  per  mile. 

Two  standing  committees  shall  be  appointed  at  tlie 
commencement  of  each  session,  to  consist  of  seven  mem* 
bers  each,  to  wit : 

A  Committee  of  Elections,  and 
A  Committee  of  Claims. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions to  examine  and  report  upon  the  certificates  of 


election,  or  other  credentials  of  the  members  retonwd 
to  serve  in  this  House,  and  to  take  into  their  e»- 
sideration  all  such  petitions  and  other  matters  toodi- 
ing  election,  and  returns,  as  shall  or  may  be  presratei 
or  come  in  question,  and  be  referred  to  them  bv  tki 
House.  ^ 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  aaid  Committee  of  Claioi 
to  take  into  consideration  all  such  petitions  aodmattei 
or  things  touching  claims  or  demands  on  the  United 
States,  as  shall  be  presented,  or  shall  or  may  coice  ia 
question,  and  be  reterred  to  them  by  the  House,  asd  t» 
report  their  opinion  thereupon,  together  with  such  pro- 

Sisitions  for  relief  therein,  ai  to  them  diall  seem  exps- 
ent 

No  committee  shall  sit,  daring  tlie  sitting  of  tb 
House,  without  special  leave. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  sliall  take  an  oath  for  tb 
true  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  daties  of  hiscffice, 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  abilities ;  and  ehaD 
be  deemed  to  oontinae  in  office  until  another  be  ap- 
pointed. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  at  tte 
end  of  each  session,  to  send  a  printed  copy  of  the  Joor- 
nal  thereof  to  the  Executive,  and  to  each  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  of  every  State. 

Whenever  confidential  commnnicatiooa  are  reem^l 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States^  the  Hooae 
shall  be  cleared  of  all  persons,  except  the  members  aad 
its  officers,  and  so  continue  during  the  reading  of  sodi 
communications,  and  (unless  otherwise  directed  bj  tk 
House)  during  all  debates  and  proceedings  to  be  bd 
thereon.  And  when  the  Speaker,  or  any  other  member, 
shall  infonn  the  House  that  he  has  communicatioQa  to 
make,  which  he  conceives  ought  to  be  kept  secret,  the 
House  shall,  in  like  manner,  h«  cleared  till  the  oooidq- 
nication  be  made ;  the  House  shall  then  determine  vb^ 
ther  the  matter  communicated  requires  secrecy  or  not, 
and  take  order  accordingly. 

Thirdly.^Of  BiUM, 

Every  bill  shall  be  introduced  by  motion  for  Imre, 
or  by  an  order'of  the  House^  on  the  report  of  i  com- 
mittee ;  and,  in  either  case,  a  committee  to  preoare  tbs 
same  shall  be  appointed.  In  cases  of  a  general  oatart. 
one  day*s  notice,  at  least,  shall  be  given  of  the  motico 
to  bring  in  a  bill ;  and  every  such  motion  may  be  com* 
mitted. 

Every  bill  shall  receive  three  several  readings  in 
the  House  previous  to  its  passage ;  and  all  hiU^  ^ 
be  despatched  in  order  as  they  were  introduced,  no- 
less  where  the  House  shall  direct  otherwise ;  bat  no 
bill  shall  be  twice  read  on  the  same  day  without  BpM 
order  of  the  House. 

The  first  reading  of  a  bill  shall  be  for  infonnatioo; 
and,  if  opposition  be  made  to  it,  the  queetioo  sball  be, 
*'  Shall  the  bill  be  rejected  V*  If  no  opposition  be  made, 
or  if  the  question  to  reject  be  negatived,  the  bill  ibaU 
go  to  its  second  reading  without  a  question. 

Upon  the  second  reading  of  a  bill,  the  Speaker  dm 
state  it  as  ready  for  commitment  or  engrossment ;  and, 
if  committed,  then  a  question  shall  be,  whether  to  aM* 
lect  committee,  or  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole;  if  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  the  House  shall  de- 
termine  on  what  day.  But,  if  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  the  House  shall  appoint  the  daj  vben  it 
shall  be  read  the  third  time.  After  conmutioeot  tad 
report  thereof  to  the  House,  a  bill  may  be  reoommitr 
ted,  or  at  any  time  before  its  passage. 

All  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  shall  be  ezecitted 
in  a  fair  round  hand. 
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When  a  bill  shall  pass,  it  shall  be  certified  by  the 
erk,  noting  the  day  of  its  pasaing  at  the  foot  thereof! 

Fourthly.^Of  Commiti§es  of  iha  Whole  Home,  s,^ 

It  shall  be  a  standing  order  of  the  day,  throughout 
e  session,  for  the  House  to  reaoWe  itself  into  a  Oom- 
ittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
In  forming  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  the 
>eaker  shall  leave  his  Chair,  and  a  Chairman  to  pre- 
ie  io  Committee  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker. 
Upon  bills  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
ouse,  the  bill  shall  be  first  read  throughout  by  the 
lerk,  and  then  again  read  and  debated  by  clauses, 
aving  the  preamble  to  be  last  considered ;  the  body  of 
i«  bill  shall  not  be  defiioed  or  interlined ;  but  all  amend- 
ent4,  noting  the  page  and  line,  shall  be  duly  entered  by 
le  Clerk  on  a  separate  paper,  as  the  same  shall  be 
rreed  to  by  the  Committee,  and  so  reported  to  the 
(ease.  After  report,  the  bill  shall  again  be  subject  to 
e  debated  and  amended  by  clauses  before  a  question 
» engroes  it  be  takea 

All  amendmenta  made  to  an  original  motion  in  Com- 
littee,  shall  be  incorporated  with  the  motion,  and  so 
eported. 

AU  amendments  made  to  a  report  committed  to  a 
V)mmittee  of  the  Whole  House,  shall  be  noted  and  re- 
loned  as  in  the  case  of  bills. 

All  questions,  whether  in  Committee  or  in  the  House, 
hall  be  propounded  in  the  order  they  were  moved,  ez- 
ept  that  in  filling  up  blanks  the  laigest  sum  and  long- 
St  time  shall  be  first  put 

No  motion  or  proposition  for  a  tax  or  charge  upon 
;he  People  shidl  be  discussed  the  day  in  which  it  is 
nade  or  offered,  and  every  such  proposition  shall  receive 
its  first  discussion  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

No  sum  or  quantam  of  tax  or  duty  voted  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  shall  be  increased  in  the 
House,  until  the  motion  or  proposition  for  such  iocrease 
•kail  be  first  discussed  and  voted  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House ;  and  so  in  respect  to  the  time  of  its  oon- 
tianaiioe. 

All  proceediogs  touching  appropriations  of  money. 
ihall  be  first  moved  and  discussed  in  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Souse. 

The  rules  of  proceeding  in  the  ^oose  shall  be  ob- 
ttrved  in  Committee,  so  fi^  as  they  ma^  be  applicable, 
except  that  limiting  the  times  of  speaking. 

No  standing  rule  or  order  of  the  House  shall  be  re- 
taoded  without  one  day's  notice  being  given  of  the 
nwtion  therefor. 

Joint  BuUm  and  Orders  o/tkehoo  Houaes. 

lo  every  case  of  an  amendment  of  a  bill  agreed  to  in 
ooe  House  and  dissented  to  in  the  other,  if  either  House 
<hall  request  a  conference,  and  appoint  a  committee  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  other  House  shall  also  appoint  a 
Committee  to  confer,  such  committees  shall,  at  a  conve- 
oieDt  hour,  to  be  agreed  on  by  their  Chairman,  meet  in 
the  Conference  Chamber,  and  state  to  each  other  ver- 
bally, or  io  writing,  as  either  shall  choose,  the  reasons 
of  their  respective  Houses  for  and  against  the  amend- 
lueot,  and  confer  freely  thereon. 

When  a  message  shall  be  sent  from  the  Senate  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  it  shall  be  announced  at  the 
door  of  the  House  by  the  Doorkeeper,  and  shall  be  re- 
spectfully communicated  to  the  Chair  by  the  person  by 
whom  it  may  be  sent 

The  same  ceremony  shall  be  observed  when  a  mes- 
^  shall  be  sent  from  the  Hoom  of  Representatives 
to  the  Senate. 


Messages  shall  be  sent  by  such  persons  as  a  sense  of 
propriety  in  each  House  may  determine  to  be  proper. 

While  bills  are  on  their  passage  between  the  two 
Houses,  they  shall  be  on  paper,  and  under  the  signature 
of  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  of  each  House,  respectively. 

After  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  Houses,  it  shall 
be  duly  enrolled  on  parchment  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  as 
the  bill  may  have  originated  in  the  one  or  the  other 
House,  before  it  shall  be  presented  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

When  bills  are  enrolled,  they  shall  be  examined  by  a 
Joint  Committee  of  one  from  the  Senate,  and  two  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  appointed  as  a  Standing 
Committee  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  carefully  com- 
pare the  enrolment  witn  the  engrossed  bills  as  passed 
in  the  two  Houses,  and,  correcting  any  errors  that  may 
be  discovered  in  the  enrolled  bills,  make  their  report 
forthwith  to  the  respective  Houses. 

After  examination  and  report,  each  bill  shall  be  signed 
in  the  respective  Houses,  nrst  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  then  by  the  President  of 
the  Senate. 

After  a  bill  shall  have  thus  been  signed  in  each  House, 
it  shall  be  presented  by  the  said  committee  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  for  his  approbation,  it  being 
first  endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  roll,  certifying  in  whi<£ 
House  the  same  originated ;  which  endorsement  shall 
be  signed  bv  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  (as  the  case  may 
be)  of  the  House  in  which  the  same  did  originate,  and 
shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal  of  each  House.  The 
said  committee  shall  report  the  day  of  presentation  to 
the  President,  which  time  shall  also  be  carefully  entered 
on  the  Journal  of  each  House. 

All  orders,  resolutions,  and  votes,  which  are  to  be 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  bis 
approbation,  shall  also,  in  the  same  manner,  be  pre- 
viously enrolled,  examined,  and  sicked ;  and  shall  be 
presented  in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the  same  com- 
mittee, as  provided  in  case  of  biUa. 

When  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall 
judge  it  proper  to  make  a  joint  Adaress  to  the  Presi- 
dent, it  shall  be  presented  to  him  in  his  Audience  Cham- 
ber by  the  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Speaker  and  both  Houses. 

PETER  COVENHOVEN. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on 
the  .petition  of  Peter  Covenhoven.  This  unfortu- 
nate man  had  been  a  sergeant  in  the  Militia  of  Uie 
United  States  during  the  late  war.  A  short  time 
after  hia  being  called  out»  be  was  wounded  with  a 
musket-ball  in  the  knee,  and  was  unable  for  a 
considerable  time  to  walk  eren  upon  crutches. 
At  last,  his  wound  became  tolerably  cured,  and 
he  was  dismissed  with  a  pension.  But,  some 
years  ago,  his  wound  broke  out  afresh,  and,  after 
a  series  of  excruciating  tortures,  the  i^air  ended 
with  an  amputation  of  his  thigh.  The  bills  of 
his  physicians,  and  the  extra  expense  of  sick 
nurses,  came,  in  whole,  to  two  hundred  and  nine 
pounds. 

After  reading  the  report,  Mr.  Boudinot  proposed 

two  resolutions— -one  for  granting  the  sum  of 

dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  of  amputation,  and 
the  other  for  augmenting  his  pension. 

Mr.  Swift  opposed  the  resolution,  as  there  was 
no  law  that  authorized  the  granting  of  the  money 
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Und  as  the  House  had  no  title  to  perform  acts  of 
charity  at  the  expense  of  their  constituenta  He 
imagined  that  this  burden  should  fall  on  the  parti- 
cular State  wherein  he  resided. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  contended  that  there  was  a  law 
for  this  measure.  He  said  that  it  had  always  been 
customary  for  Congress  to  pay  the  expense  of  cur- 
ing its  wounded  soldiers.  Even  when  the  soldiers 
hA  no  hospital  to  which  they  could  go,  and  ad- 
vanced the  money  out  of  their  own  pockets,  it  had 
always  been  repaid  by  Government,  upon  applica- 
tion for  that  purpose.  Now,  the  case  of  Peter 
Coven  ho  ven  came  exactly  within  this  description. 
He  had  been  dismissed  as  cured,  and  with  a  lesser 
pension  than  he  would  have  been  entitled  to,  had 
the  amputation  taken  place  while  he  was  in  the 
military  hospital.  He  had  been  considered  as  a 
person  who  could  still  support  some  part  of  his 
own  expenses  by  personal  labor.  But  the  matter 
turns  out  quite  otherwise.  The  wound  is  not 
cured ;  for  it  breaks  out  in  a  very  distressing  man- 
ner, and  ends  in  the  loss  of  a  limb.  It  was  clear 
that,  in  point  of  justice,  the  man  had  two  claims — 
the  first  for  the  expense  attending  his  cure ;  and 
the  second  for  an  augmentation  of  his  pension, 
since  he  was  now  completely  disabled.  He  had 
been  for  some  years  incapable  of  standing,  even 
upon  crutches.  It  was  plain  that  the  House  were 
liable  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  wound ;  and  as 
to  the  salary,  it  was  only  by  an  accident  that  he 
was  entered  on  the  list  of  pensioners  before  the 
wound  broke  out  afresh,  and  that  otherwise  he  had 
been  put  on  the  highest  rate. 

Mr.  Swift  replied.  He  was  not  convinced  by 
any  thing  that  had  been  advanced.  As  to  the 
doctors'  bills,  he  was  not  sure  about  their  accu- 
racy. 

Mr.  Beattv  said  he  could  answer  to  the  House 
for  that     He  had  advised  the  amputation. 

The  first  resolution,  viz :  for  paying  the  bills, 
was  agreed  to  by  a  minority  of  87  against  20,  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

The  second  resolution,  for  augmenting  the  sab^y 
of  Mr.  Covenhoven,  was  postponed. 


FitmAt,  November  14. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massachu- 
setts, Samubl  Dextbb;  from  Virginia,  Abraham 
Vbnable;  and  from  Kentucky,  Alxxahdbb  D. 
Obr,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Balowin,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Letter  from  Jambs  White,  enclosing 
the  credentials  of  his  appointment  as  a  Representa- 
tive of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  South  of 
the  river  Ohio,  made  a  report,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next 

Ordered^  That  a  Committee  of  Claims  be  ap- 
pointed, pursuant  to  the  Standing  Roles  and  Or- 
ders of  the  House : 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Tbacy, 
Mr.  FosTBB,  Mr.  Malbone,  Mr.  MoirroouBRV, 
Mr.  Hbath,  Mr.  Cbbistib,  and  Mr<  Mbbabb. 


MoHDAT,  November  17. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Rhode  Island, 
Benjahiii  Bourne  ;  and  from  South  Carolina,  As- 
DREW  Pickens,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in 
the  House. 

A  petition  of  Pierre  Egron  was  presented  to  tbe 
House  and  read,  praying  the  patronage  of  Congress, 
and  an  exemption  fh>m  postage,  in  aid  of  a  literary 
work  which  he  is  now  prosecuting. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  petition  of  Joab  Stafford,  of  the  county  of 
Herkimer,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  pre- 
sented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed an  arrearage  of  pension  due  to  him  as  t 
Captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United  SUtes,  during 
the  late  war,  or  such  other  compensation  in  lien 
thereof  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  amio 
meet 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petttion,  together  wift 
the  plBtition  of  Geot^  Campbell,  which  lay  on  ti^e 
table,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

DELEGATE  SOUTH  OF  THE  OHIO. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Letter  from  James  WBm, 
together  with  the  credentials  of  his  appointnirai  as 
a  Representative  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  South  of  the  river  Ohio ; 

Mr.  Vans  Murray  moved  that  the  Comnrittee 
should  rise,  and  that  tbe  discussion  of  this  business 
should  be  deferred  until  the  Senate  had  made  a 
quorum. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  that  the  question  had 
been  misunderstood.  He  saw  no  difficulty  in  ad- 
mitting Mr.  White  to  possession  of  a  seat  Ei 
regarded  it  only  as  putting  an  actual  law  into  exe- 
cution. Neither  the  Senate  nor  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives had  it  in  their  power  to  oontraTeDe 
this  law. 

Mr.  SwtPT  objected  to  complying  with  tbe  re- 
port of  the  committee.  He  thought  thnt  it  could 
not  be  carried  into  execution,  because  it  involved 
inconsistencies.  If  the  object  of  the  law  referred 
to,  was  to  admit  this  person  to  debate,  and  not  to 
vote,  that  was  unconstitutional.  He  was,  by  that 
law,  to  be  a  member  of  Congress ;  but  the  House 
of  Representatives  are  not  Congress,  and,  there- 
fore, this  person  mav  equally  vote  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  in  the  Senate ;  while,  at  tbe 
same  time,  he  may  interrupt  the  PREsmsNT  con- 
senting to  a  bill,  by  giving  his  advice.  Tbe  Con- 
stitution has  made  no  provision  fbr  such  a  member 
as  this  person  is  intended  to  be.  If  we  can  admit 
a  Delegate  to  Congress  or  a  member  of  the  Hook 
of  Representatives,  we  may  with  equal  proprietv 
admit  a  stranger  from  anv  quarter  of  the  worid. 
We  may  as  well  admit  the  gallefy,  or  a  forwgn 
Minister,  as  this  person  from  the  Territory  South- 
west of  the  Ohio.  At  this  rate  we  may  very 
soon  overturn  the  Constitution.  If  this  person 
has  any  proper  titie  to  a  seat,  it  must  be  in  tb« 
Senate;  it  could  not  be  in  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives,  who  were  not  Delegates.    The  Senate, 
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erhaps,  might  be  called  such.  His  election  was 
earer  the  mode  of  theirs,  than  that  of  this  Housa 
Mr.  Smito,  of  Soath  Carolina,  had, no  difficulty 
1  declaring  that  the  gentleman  was  fully  qualified 
3  take  a  seat  in  that  House,  by  the  terms  of  an 
zpreas  jcompact  with  the  people.  He  was  con- 
ificed  that  the  BepresentatiTes  have  a  right  to 
dmit  those  whom  they  regard  as  lawfully  enti- 
led to  a  seat  in  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of 
ebating.  They  may  admit  the  Secretary  of 
State,  if  they  consider  it  as  expedient  If  this 
gentleman  had  applied  to  the  Senate,  that  body 
Jbo  were  authorised  to  admit  him,  if  they  thought 
t  lawful  Under  the  old  Constitution,  he  would 
tare  been  a  member  tut  generii.  He  does  not 
iaim  a  right  of  voting,  but  of  speaking  only ;  and 
Then  the  afiairs  of  tha  Southwestern  Territory 
rere  agitated  in  the  Senate,  he  had  a  right,  in  his 
Mr.  S.'b)  judgment,  to  speak  and  debate  in  that 
House  also.  Mr.  8.  wished  that  there  had  been 
previously  settled  another  part  of  this  business, 
riz:  by  whom  the  Delegate  was  to  be  paid  for  his 
ittendance.  It  may  be  a  future  question,  also, 
whether  he  is  to  be  dismissed  when  the  galleries 
He  cleared  7 

Mr.  GiLKS  was  not  prepared  to  speak  on  the 
subject  On  the  score  of  expediency,  bis  present 
opinion  was,  that  the  Delegate  from  the  South- 
west of  the  Ohio  should  be  admitted.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  motion  of  the  member  from  Ma- 
lyUnd,  [Mr.  MimajLT,]  for  the  Committee  rising, 
bat  he  would  never  consent  to  it  for  the  sake  of 
consulting  the  Senate.  He  would  agree  to  it,  for 
the  sake  of  farther  deliberation  among  themselves. 
If  the  House  chose  to  consult  the  gallery — a  re- 
floarce  for  information  that  he  should  never  wish 
to  see  adopted — they  had  a  right  to  consult  it,  or 
to  ask  advice  from  any  other  quarter,  notwith- 
^nding  the  assertion  of  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necdcut 

Mr.  Dexter  said,  he  thought  the  obstacle  should 
be  got  over  by  a  formal  act  of  the  Legislature.  He 
was  clear  that  the  House  had  a  right  to  consult, 
or  admit  to  the  privilege  of  debating,  any  indi- 
vidual whom  they  thought  proper.  They  might, 
for  instance,  admit  an  advocate  to  plead,  in  a  par- 
ticular case ;  but  that  was  entirely  a  different  mat- 
ter firom  allowing  him  to  give  a  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  Mr.  D.  declared  that  he 
would  vote  against  the  report,  as  it  now  stands, 
not  because  he  thought  the  gentleman  from  the 
Southwestern  Territory  unentitled  to  a  seat,  but 
because  he  regarded  an  act  of  the  whole  Legisla- 
ture as  a  requisite  for  his  introduction. 

It  was  now  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
rise,  and  report  the  resolution  of  the  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  W.  Surra  differed  from  Mr.  Dexter.  He 
thought  the  House  of  Representatives  was,  in  it- 
uiH  perfectly  competent  to  settle  the  point  He 
was  determined  that  they  ought  not  to  consult  the 
Senate  upon  the  matter.  It  would  be  extremely 
BDproper  to  let  the  Senate  interfere.  He  again 
adverted  to  his  former  position,  that  the  House 
DMj,  if  it  sees  proper,  introduce  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  a  privilege  of  being  consulted,  or  any  other 


person  who  may  be  thought  suitable.  But  he 
would  never  submit  to  yield  the  privileges  of  the 
House  to  the  Executive.  They  ought  to  decide 
their  elections  on  their  own  authority,  and  on  no 
occasion  send  to  inquire  of  the  Senate  if  such  an 
amendment  ought  to  be  admitted.  Mr.  S.  con- 
sidered the  gentleman  [Mr.  Wbitb]  as  expressly 
within  the  present  Constitution.  He  trusted  that 
the  Committee  would  not  ri^,  under  any  such 
idea  as  consulting  the  Senate ;  but,  if  they  at  pre- 
sent rise,  that  it  would  be  merely  for  the  sake  of 
obtaining  further  information. 

Mr.  MuRRAT. — If  we  could  have  fbreseen  this 
case,  I  am  sure  that  we  should  have  had  a  Joint 
committee  of  privileges  from  both  Houses,  as 
judges.  The  situation  of  the  gentleman  refers  to 
both,  and  therefore  the  Senate  ought  to  be  con- 
sulted on  this  head.  Perhaps  he  is  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  both  Houses. 

Mr.  McDowell  objected^  that  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  would  never,  practically,  answer  the 
purpose.  The  session  would  be  next  to  ending, 
befbre  such  a  law  would  be  passed.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  interest  of  the  people  Southwest  of  the 
Ohio  is  agitated  in  a  question,  and  their  Delegate 
is  condemned  to  silence.  The  members  generally 
admit,  in  substance,  that  he  oueht  to  be  received 
into  this  House.  He  wished,  therefore,-  that  they 
would  take  a  vote  on  the  resolution  of  the  select 
committee.  He  would  object  altogether  to  the 
proposal  of  the  member  firom  Maryland,  for  an  act 
of  the  Legislature,  or  any  consultation  with  the 
Senate.  Mr.  McD.  was  for  admitting  the  member 
to  his  seat 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  observed,  that  it  was  universally 
agreed  that  the  old  law  for  aocepting  such  a  mem- 
ber as  a  Delegate  of  Congress,  cannot  be  executed 
in  its  full  sense.  The  gentleman  onght,  in  his 
opinion,  to  go  where  members  elected  by  Le^sla- 
tures  went,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  Senate.  There 
was  no  pretence  for  his  admission  among  the 
Representatives  of  the  people.  If  he  had  any 
right,  it  must  be  in  the  oUier  House.  He  thought 
this  a  very  important  question,  and  that  it  de- 
served more  consideratk>n  than  it  had  yet  re- 
ceived. Mr.  B.  was  not  prepared  to  vote ;  but,  if 
he  was  forced  to  give  his  voice  at  present,  he 
shouki  be  for  remitting  the  gentleman  to  the  Se- 
nate. He  thought  that  there  should  be  an  act  of 
the  whole  Legislature.  He  should  vote  for  the 
Committee  rising. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  he  should  vote  against 
the  mK>tion  of  the  Maryland  member,  for  the  rising 
of  the  Committee.  He  was  against  the  object  of 
this  motion.  He  agreed  entirely  with  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  for  receiving  the  South- 
western member  immediately,  as  he  had  a  right  to 
a  seat,  founded  on  an  original  compact,  which  gave 
it  to  him.  He  objected  to  any  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  being  asked.  As  to  consulting  persons  out 
of  doors,  the  House  had  a  right  to  call  Heads  of 
Departments  to  give  their  opinions  on  any  particu- 
lar subject,  if  they  thought  proper.  Mr.  D.  men- 
tioned some  cases  of  this  nature,  where  such  an 
expedient  had  been  used. 

Ilr.  GiLis  mentioned  one  reason  against  the 
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Committee  rising,  which  was,  that  the  House  bad 
no  other  business  before  it.  He  then  read  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  select  commit- 
tee, as  a  middle  course,  that  would  embrace  the 
ideas  of  all  parties. 

Mr.  Dexter  repeated  some  of  his  former  reasons 
for  preferring  an  act  of  the  Legislature. 

The  question  was  called  for,  and  put  by  the 
Chairman,  Shall  the  Committee  now  rise,  and 
report  progress  ?  It  was  decided  in  the  negatire — 
jeas  88,  nays  39. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  resolution, 
as  given  by  the  Committee.  Mr.  Giles  again 
proposed  his  amendment  This  was,  that  after 
the  word  "debating,'*  in  the  resolution,  there 
should  be  added,  "  upon  any  question  touching 
the  rights  and  interests  of  people  in  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States  Southwest  of  the  Ohio." 
The  object  was  to  narrow  the  power  of  the  Dele- 
gate. 

Mr.  Smilib  was  for  his  being  admitted  to  de- 
liberate on  every  subject,  or  none  at  all. 

Mr.  Giles  declared  that  he  was  very  well 
pleased  with  the  resolution,  as  it  originally  stood. 
He  had  only  suggested  this  amendment,  that  he 
might  get  the  resolution  through  the  House.  He 
therefore  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Baldwin  did  not  see  that  the  question  was 
of  much  importance.  When  a  member  was  per- 
mitted to  speak,  but  forbidden  to  yote,  his  situa- 
tion, was,  no  doubt,  infinitely  higher  than  that  of 
strangers  in  the  gallery,  that  of  an  advocate 
allowed  to  plead  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  or  that 
of  a  printer  who  came  only  to  take  notes ;  but 
still  it  was  extremely  short  of  the  situation  of  a 
member  of  Congress.  This  would  be  more  espe- 
cially the  case,  if  his  right  of  debating  was  re- 
stricted to  the  afikirs  of  the  Northwest  and  South- 
west Territory.  Mr.  B.  could  see  nothing  in  the 
new  Constitution  that  made  an  exclusion  of  the 
Delegate  from  the  Southwest  of  the  Ohio.  This 
privilege  had  been  solemnly  promised  to  those  peo- 
ple, upon  three  different  occasions.  When  they 
belonged  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  they  sent 
a  Representative  [Mr.  Sevier,]  to  Congress ;  and 
they  separated  into  a  new  State,  under  the  promise 
of  this  privilege.  But  now,  we  have  made  a  dis- 
covery, that  these  laws  cannot  be  put  into  execu- 
tion. It  is  a  great  pity  that  we  had  not  made  this 
discovery  sooner.  Mr.  B.  rejected  all  idea  of  re- 
ferring this  matter  to  the  Senate.  When  the  latter 
bad  any  question  of  that  kind,  that  concerned 
themselves,  they  would,  no  doubt,  judge  for  them- 
selves, and  that  just  as  properly  as  the  House  of 
Representatives.  As  to  the  pay  of  this  gentleman, 
that  might  be  an  after  question.  'He  was  clear 
that  there  at  present  existed  no  Uw  which  could 
make  out  that  The  House  nuy  hereafter,  if  they 
see  fit,  pass  a  law  respecting  it  But,  in  the  mean 
time,  Mr.  B.  was  satisfied  that  these  people  had  a 
claim  for  a  Delegate,  which  could  not  be  got  rid 
of  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Swift  thought  that  it  would  be  better  to 
erect  these  people  into  a  new  State,  and  then  the 
privilege  would  be  of  some  real  use  to  them.  He 
was  still  of  opinion  that  the  Constitution  admits 


of  no  such  Delegate  as  this  person  is  intended  to 
be.  He  is  a  new  kind  of  character,  unknown  to 
it  This  person  is  «u>  generis.  If  the  Conskiu- 
tion  knows  anything  about  him,  then  take  bin; 
if  not,  reject  him.  As  to  taking  advice  from  tk 
gallery,  Mr.  S.  seemed  to  think  he  had  bees  isa- 
understood.  To  admit  a  person  within  the  hm 
for  the  purpose  of  consulting  him,  was  a  qgifii 
different  thing  from  permitting  the  galkry,  Hke 
this  person,  to  come  and  take  a  permanent  see 
among  the  members,  for  the  purpose  of  ie|:d&rij 
debating.  Mr.  S.  never  meant  to  debar  the  Hoiai 
from  taking  information  whereTer  they  coaU 
find  it 

Mr.  Murray  was  concerned  that  he  found  hi» 
self  obliged  to  vote  against  the  resolntioo  of  tbi 
Committee.  He  still  hoped  that  the  gentkiuB 
would  have  a  seat,  but  that  the  Senate  would  fint 
be  consulted. 

Mr.  WiNOATE  moved  an  amendment  to  take  tbi 
resolution,  by  adopting  these  words,  ^'  to  a  seit  in 
Congress  as  Delegate  to  Congress.** 

Mr.  Madison  said,  that  the  resolution,  as  pasad 
by  the  select  committee,  was  so  properly  expressed, 
that  he  did  not  believe  it  could  admit  of  inj 
amendment  or  alteration  whatever. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  then  di- 
vided on  the  resolution,  when  there  appeared  i 
very  large  majority  in  favor  of  reporting  it  fts  it 
first  8t<x>d,  and  consequently  for  admitting  Mr. 
White  as  a  Delegate.  The  Committee  tbn 
rose. 


Tuesday,  November  18. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Theodore  Sedowics, 
from  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  is 
the  House. 

A  memorial  of  James  Crawford,  of  the  citj  of 
Philadelphia,  merchant,  was  presented  to  the  Hoase 
and  read,  praying  that  a  new  register  may  be 
granted  in  the  case,  of  the  brig  Betsey,  an  Amen- 
can  bottom,  taken  by  the  British  at  St  Piem% 
in  the  Island  of  Martinique,  in  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary last ;  the  said  brig  being  condemned,  and 
her  original  register  detained  by  the  captors. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial,  together  with 
the  petition  of  Samuel  Emery,  which  laj  on  the 
table,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Fitzsimonb,  Mr.  Good- 
hub,  and  Mr.  Caowalader  ;  that  they  do  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

DELEGATE  SOUTH  OF  THE  OHIO. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  0/ 
the  committee  on  the  Letter  from  James  Whiti, 
enclosing  the  credentials  of  his  appointment  as  a 
Representative  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  reported  no  anieiMi- 
ment  Whereupon,  the  said  report  being  again 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  was,  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

**  That,  by  the  Ordinance  for  the  flovemmeot  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  riTer 
Ohio,  section  nine,  it  is  provided,  *  that,  so  sooa  as  there 
shall  be  ^re  thousand  free  male  inhabitants  of  full  agt 
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M  District,  upon  givinf^  proof  thereof  to  the  GoTer- 
they  ebfdl  receire  authority  to  elect  Representativet 
^present  them  io  a  General  AMembly  ^  and  by  the 
I  sectioQ  of  the  Ordinanoe,  *  as  soon  as  a  Lefisla- 
;  shall  be  formed  in  the  District,  the  CouociT  and 
»e,  assembled  in  one  room,  shall  have  authority,  by 
t  ballot,  to  elect  a  Delegate  to  Congress,  who  shall 
e  a  seat  in  Congress,  with  a  right  of  debating,  but 
of  voting,  during  this  temporary  government'  Full 
et  is  given  to  wis  Ordinance  by  act  of  Congress, 
just  7,  1789. 

That,  by  the  Deed  of  Cession  of  the  Territory  South 
he  river  Ohio^  to  the  United  States,  in  the  fourth 
icle.  it  is  also  provided  *  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
)  Territory  ahall  enjoy  all  the  privileges,  benefits,  and 
-antages,  set  forth  m  the  Ordinance  of  the  late  Con- 
Bs  for  the'governmentof  the  Western  Territory ;  that 

0  say,  Con^^ress  shall  assume  the  government  of  the 

1  Territory,  which  they  shall  execute  in  a  manner 
lilar  to  that  which  they  support  in  the  Territory  West 
the  Ohio,  and  shall  never  bar  or  deprive  them  of  any 
vilege  which  the  People  in  the  Territory  West  of  the 
lie  enjoy.* 

'  The  cession,  on  these  conditions,  was  accepted  by 
:  of  Congress,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1790. 

*  By  an  act  passed  the  26th  of  May,  1 790,  for  the  go- 
rament  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  South 
the  river  Ohio,  it  is  enacted,  *  that  the  inhabitants 
all  enioy  all  the  privileges,  benefits,  and  advantages, 
t  forth  m  the  Orainance  of  the  late  Congress  for  the 
(vernment  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  North- 
est  of  the  river  Ohio.  And  the  government  of  the 
id  Territory  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  shall  be  similar 
» that  which  Is  now  exercised  in  the  Territory  Nurth- 
eat  of  the  river  Ohio ;  except  so  far  as  is  otherwise 
rovided  in  the  conditions  expressed  in  an  act  of  Con- 
ress  of  the  present  session,  entitled  *  An  act  to  accept  a 
^ion  of  the  claim  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  a 
ntain  district  of  Western  Territory.'  The  committee 
re  of  opinion  that  James  White  has  been  duly  elected 
I  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
oath  of  the  Ohio,  on  the  terms  of  the  foregoing  acts ; 
bey  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution : 

'*Jiuolved,  That  James  White  \^  admitted  to  a  seat 
ft  this  House  as  a  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  the 
Jnited  States  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  with  a  right  of 
iebating,  but  not  of  voting." 

Mr.  Madison  said,  that  in  new  cases,  there  of- 
en  arose  a  difficulty  by  applying  old  names  to 
ttw  things.    The  proper  detinitioa  of  Mr.  White 

•  to  be  found  in  the  Laws  and  Kales  of  the  Con- 
titution.  He  is  not  a  member  of  Conffress,  there- 
bre,  and  so  cannot  be  directed  to  take  an  oath, 
i&iess  ho  chocsea  to  do  it  voluntarily. 

Mr.  Murray  moved  that  Mr.  White  should  be 
reauired  to  take  the  oath. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  observed,  that  the  Constitutioii 
only  required  members  and  the  Clerk  to  take  the 
oath.  The  gentleman  was  not  a  member.  It 
does  not  even  appear  for  what  number  of  years 
lie  ia  elected.  In  fact,  he  is  no  more  than  an  En- 
voy to  Congress.  Instead  of  being  called  Delegate 
to  Congress,  had  he  been  plainly  called  an  Envoy, 
the  difficulty  would  have  yanished.  He  is  not  a 
Beprtsentative  from,  but  an  officer  deputed  by 
the  people  of  the  Western  Territory.  It  is  yery 
unproper  to  call  on  this  gentleman  to  take  such  an 
wi,  any  more  than  any  civil  officer  in  the  State 
of  Peansylvania.    Mr.  S.  did  not  consider  him  as 


coming  even  within  the  Post  Office  law,  (viz  :  for 
franking  letters.)  He  is  not  entitled  to  pay,  un- 
less a  law  shall  be  passed  for  that  end. 

Mr.  Giles  a^reea  with  the  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  as  to  the  impropriety  of  demanding  an  oath. 

Mr.  Ltman  was  for  it 

Mr.  Datton  was  against  the  oath.  Call  him 
what  you  will,  a  member,  a  Delegate,  or,  if  you 
please,  a  nondescript.  It  would  be  wrong  to  ac- 
cept his  oath,  even  if  he  should  offer  it  He  is 
not  a  member.  He  cannot  yote,  which  is  the  es- 
sential part.  It  is  said  that  he  can  argue,  and  by 
that  means  influence  the  votes  of  the  House.  But 
so  also  a  printer  may  be  said  to  argue  and  influ- 
ence, when  he  comes  to  this  House,  take  notes, 
and  prints  them  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  BoUDiNOT.  As  the  House  had  set  out  on  a 
wrong  principle,  it  was  natural  that,  in  their  sub- 
sequent progress,  th^  should  wander  ftirther  and 
further  from  the  point  But,  as  the  House  had 
now  ffiven  their  decision,  he  acquiesced  in  it  It 
was,  however,  a  strange  kind  of  thing  to  have  a 
gentleman  here  arguing,  who  was  not  bound  by 
an  oath.    He  could  never  reconcile  it 

Several  other  members  spoke. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  Shall  the 
Delegate  take  an  oath  as  a  member  ?"  A^-es  32, 
nays  42 — majority  against  the  motion,  10. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  Pierre  Es^ron, 
which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Mr.  Murray,  and  Mr.  Madison; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

A  message  irom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part,  iointly,  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  apd  in- 
form him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  as- 
sembled, and  ready  to  receive  any  communica- 
tions he  may  think  proper  to  make  to  them. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Dearborn, 
and  Mr.  Oilman,  be  appointed  a  committee  on  the 
part  of  this  House  for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the 
message  from  the  Senate. 

Resolved^  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Ck)ngres8  for  the  pro- 
sent  session,  one  oy  each  House,  to  interchange 
weekly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  csltij 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Boudinot,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 

gointed  to  wait  on  the  President  op  the  United 
TATES,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  he  may  think  proper  to  make  to 
them,  repNorted  that  the  Committee  had  performed 
that  service,  and  that  the  President  signified  to 
them  that  he  would  make  a  communication  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  in  the  Representatives'  Chamber. 
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Ordered,  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  extending  the  pmikge  of  franking 
to  James  Whit^  the  Delegate  from  the  Soath- 
western  Territory,  and  making  proTision  for  his 
compensation ;  and  that  Mr.  Wili^iam  Smith,  Mr. 
Thatcheb,  and  Mr.  Macon,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 


WsDNSBDAT,  November  19. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Thomas  Scott,  from 
Pennsylvania,  appeared  and  took  his  seat  ia  the 
House. 

A  memorial  of  Jose  Roiz  Silva,  of  the  city  of 
New  York^  merchant,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read^  praying  that  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  and  twenty-one  doUars  and  sixty 
cents  may  be  refunded  to  him,  it  being  the  differ- 
ence in  the  amount  of  duties  on  a  quantity  of 
wines  imported  by  the  memorialist,  and  which, 
through  mistake,  was  exacted  from  him  by  the 
Collector  of  the  port  of  New  Yoi^,  beyond  the 
legal  duties. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Coffin,  and  Mr.  Malbonb  ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 

S^rt  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
ouse. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Eeport 
of  the  Commissioners  for  purchasing  the  Public 
Debt,  stating  the  amount  of  their  purchases  and 
other  proceedings  since  their  report  of  the  six- 
teenth of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-three;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  them  that  this  House  is  now  ready  to 
attend  them  in  receiving  the  communication  from 
the  PaE8]D£NT  OF  TH£  Unit£d  States,  agree- 
ably to  his  notification  to  both  Houses  yester- 
day ;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  go  with 
the  said  message. 

The  Senate  attended  and  took  seats  in  the 
House ;  when,  both  Houses  being  assembled,  the 
Pre^iobmt  of  the  United  States  came  into 
the  Representatives'  Chamber,  and  delivered  his 
Address  to  them.  (For  which,  see  Proceedings 
of  the  Senate,  ante  page  787.) 

The  President  of  the  United  States  then 
withdrew,  and  the  two  Houses  separated. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speech  of  the  Prbsidbnt 
of  the  United  States  to  both  Houses  be  conu 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 


Thursday,  November  20, 

Another  member,  to  wit :  William  Findlbt, 
from  Pennsylvania,  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
had  the  said  Speech  under  consideration,  and 


oome  to  a  reBointi<m  thereamm ;  wfaich  wis  tvics 
read,  and  agreed  to  bj  the  Mouse,  as  foUowi: 

Reeolved,  That  it  is  the  opinioti  of  thii  Cob- 
mittee  that  a  respectful  Addi^  ought  to  be  pn- 
sented  by  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes  to  te 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to 
his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Coogras,  at  tiie 
commencement  of  this  session,  oontainizig  assor- 
ances  that  this  House  will  take  into  oonsidentka 
the  various  and  important  matters  neammoM 
to  their  attention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Skdgwio, 
and  Mr.  Scott,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare an  Address,  pursuant  to  the  said  resolaDoiL 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Uooa 
that  the  Senate  have  appneed  to  the  resoIutioD  o( 
this  House  for  the  appointment  of  two  ChapliXBi 
to  Congress  for  the  present  session,  and  have  elect- 
ed the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  White  on  tbor 
part. 

The  House  then  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  Ap- 
pointment of  a  Chaplain  to  Congress,  on  the  par; 
of  this  House ;  and  upon  examining  the  ballots,  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  House  wu 
found- in  favor  of  the  Reverend  Ashbel  G&££$. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  FsiapEsr 
oc  TBB  United  States,  with  sundry  docamesti 
referred  to  in  the  President's  Speech  to  both 
Houses,  from  No.  1  to  No.  8,  inelosiTe,  relatirs  to 
the  insurrection  in  the  counties  of  WashingtM 
and  Alleghany,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  aiso^ 
sundry  communications  from  Oeneral  Wajne; 
from  the  Governor  of  Geoi^^;  from  the  Snper- 
intendent  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Creek  nstiaa; 
and  respecting  the  establishment  of  a  post  bv  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  at  Presqn'isle;  together 
with  a  Letter  from  the  Director  of  the  MinL 

The  said  documents  and  communications  wen 
partly  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  November  21. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  p^^ 
pare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R. 
Livingston ;  and  that  Mr.  Coit,  Mr.  Go&DON,afid 
Mr.  NEVILLE,  be  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  extending  the  privilege  ct 
franking  to  James  White,  the  Delegate  from  the 
Southwestern  TerritoTy,  and  making  provision  for 
his  compensation  \  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Madison,  fit>m  the  oommittee  appointed, 
presented  an  Address  to  the  Prbsidxmt  or  the 
United  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next 

MILITIA  SEBVICEL 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  mored  a  moln- 
tion  to  the  following  purport : 

*  Reeolved^  a»  the  opinion  of  thu  CommiiUey  T\d 
provision  ought  to  be  made  by  Uw  for  cootinuing  in  the 
service  a  portion  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Suttfk  ta 
be  stationed  in  the  Western  counties  of  Pennaylraiu 
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snch  period  as  ahill  be  found  neeeaMury  to  seeare 
*  execQtioD  of  the  Uwa" 

lAr,  Giles  fodd  he  shoald  certainly  not  oppose 
3  motion;  but  he  hoped  that  when  the  Com- 
ttee  contemplated  should  report  a  bill,  they 
>Dld  be  able  to  give  every  information  relative 

the  bituatlon  of  the  Western  counties.  He 
is  sensible  that  despatch  was  necessary,  as  the 
onsion  was  required  to  be  completely  enacted 
thin  thirty  days ;  but  he  wished  for  information 

determine  what  forc&  would  be  required,  and 
r  hovr  long  a  time  they  would  probably  be 
tnted. 

Mr.  DATTOir  agreed  that  information  would  be 
anted  to  determine  the  number  of  troops  that 
ould  be  required ;  but  if  there  exbted  an  opinion 
at  no  provision  of  the  kind  is  necessary,  the  busi- 
!ss  shonld  be  opposed  in  its  present  stage.  For 
s  part  be  was  fully  convinced  that  something 
as  necessary.  As  to  information,  he  wished  it  to 
ime  officially  to  the  House  rather  than  through 
ly  committee. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
rreed  to.  He  had  information  sufficient  at  the 
resent  time  to  eonvince  him  that  it  was  neces- 
iry  a  force  should  be  stationed;  it  would  be  a 
ibjeet  of  future  inquiry  what  force  would  be  ne- 
isaary. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  that  from  information  be  had 
r  persons  from  the  Western  counties,  he  believed 
lat  some  force  should  be  stationed  there.  There 
rere  a  number  of  persons  still  lurking  about  who 
ad  not  returned  to  their  homes  since  the  breaking 
Qt  of  tlie  disturbances. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONs  wished  the  motion  agreed  to. 
rb«  House  are  in  possession,  he  conceived,  of  suf* 
icient  information  to  pass  the  resolution.  When 
he  bill  comes  before  them,  the  force  required,  and 
he  time  of  service,  would  become  objects  of  con- 
iideration.  Some  members  have  information  on 
ht8  subject  which  they  no  doubt  will  communicate, 
rhe  business  presses. 

Mr.  Murray  made  mention  of  a  letter  received 
rom  a  General  officer,  dated  the  1 3th  of  Novem- 
ber, which  states  that  1,000  of  the  insurgents  have 
?one  down  the  Ohio  unarmed,  and  that  300  armed 
ud  crossed  the  Ohio,  and  declared  it  as  their  in- 
tention to  return  as  soon  as  the  Army  should  retire. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  unanimously,  re- 
ported and  adopted  by  the  House,  and  Messrs. 
Mtjrrat,  Hillhouse,  and  Giles,  appointed  a  eom- 
Diiuee  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

PRESIDENTS  SPEECH. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the  Pri- 
SDEST  OF  THB  United  States  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  tlie  following  resolu- 
^ons,  which  were  read  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
^t  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  raising  a 
lorce,  to  be  composed  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  stationed  within  the  Western  counties  of  Peon- 
lYivania,  for  such  period  as  may  be  requisite  to  seeiure 
u«  eiecution  of  the  laws.  < 


9.  jRsiolff^  TtaA  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
that  farther  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  fur  the 
redemption  of  the  Public  Debt 

8.  Ae^dved.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
that  a  plan  ought  to  be  prepared  for  the  better  or^an* 
ising,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States ;  and  further  to  provide  for  calling  them  forth  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions. 

4.  Re9olv9d,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
that  inquiry  ought  to  be  maae  whether  the  fortifica- 
tions, whicn  have  already  been  licensed  by  law,  are 
commensurate  with  the  public  exigence. 

6.  Retolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
that  so  much  of  the  President's  Speech  as  relates  to 
improving  of  harmony  with  the  Indian  nations  within 
our  liroit^  by  fixing  and  conducting  of  trading  houses, 
should  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  report 
thereon. 

The  first,  second,  third,  and  fifth  resolutions, 
were  severally  read  the  second  time,  and,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  fourth  resolution  was  read  a  second  time, 
amended  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows: 

Besolvedf  That  the  PREsiDEitT  of  the  UmTEo 
States  be  requested  to  direct  the  proper  officers  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  progress 
made  in  the  fortifications  licensed  by  law. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur* 
suant  to  the  first  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  HiLLHOusB,  and  Mr.  Giles,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a  plan  pursuant  to  the  second  reso- 
lution, and  that  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Ames, 
Mr.  FiTZsiMONs,  Mr.  Duvall,  and  Mr.  Nicholas, 
be  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr, 
Heistkr,  Mr.  IiOcke,  and  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  be 
appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  first  part  of 
the  third  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dattow,  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr. 
Benjamin  Bourne,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Dowell, be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the 
second  part  of  the  third  resolution. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Armstrong 
be  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent OF  THE  United  States  with  the  fourth  resolu- 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Blount,  Mr. 
BouDiNOT,  Mr.  Findley,  and  Mr.  Greenup,  be 
appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  fifth  reso- 
lution. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

Chntlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  ffowe  of  Repreteniativea : 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Tork,  and  of  the  exem- 
plification of  an  Act  of  the  Xiegislature  thereof,  ratify- 
ug  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  proposed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, at  their  last  session,  respecting  the  Judicial 
power.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

United  States,  Novemher  21,  1*794. 
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The  Baid  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resamed  the  reading  of  the  papers, 
aommuniuated  yesterday,  by  JDHessage,  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ;  and  made  a 
farther  progress  therein. 

Monday,  November  24. 
THE  PRESIDENTS  SPEECH. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee,  Mr. 
Cobb  in  the  Chair,  on  the  draft  of  the  Address  in 
answer  to  the  President's  Speech.  The  Address 
was  read  by  the  Cleric. 

Mr.  Da7T0n  rose  to  express  his  surprise  that,  in 
the  Address,  no  notice  whatever  had  been  taken  of 
that  part  of  the  Speech  which  related  to  the  army 
under  General  Wayne,  and  of  the  readiness  of  the 
House  to  concur  in  the  requisite  measures  for  a 
proper  organization  of  the  militia.  The  success  of 
the  troops  under  General  Wayne  might  contribute 
very  materially  to  putting  an  end  to  the  Indian  war, 
and  thus  add  to  the  power  of  discharging  a  part 
of  the  Public  Debt.  He  then  proposed  the  follow- 
ing motion : 

"  We  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
an  effectual  orgauization  of  the  militia.  We  rejoice  at 
the  intelligence  of  the  advance  and  success  of  the  Army 
pnder  the  commaad  of  General  Wayne ;  whether  we 
regard  it  as  a  proof  of  the  perseverance,  prowess,  and 
superiority  of  our  troops,  or  as  a  happy  presage  to  our 
military  operations  against  the  hostile  Indians,  and  a 
probable  prelude  to  the  establishment  of  a  lasting  peace 
upon  terms  of  candor,  equity,  and  good  neighborhood — 
our  pleasure  derived  from  this  source  is  the  greater,  as 
it  increases  the  probability  of  sooner  festoring  a  part 
of  the  public  resources  to  the  desirable  object  of  redu- 
cing the  Public  Debt" 

Mr.  Madison  had  no  objection  to  this  amend- 
ment. He  read  a  second  amendment  containing 
an  answer  to  the  following  part  of  the  President's 
Speech : 

**  My  policy  in  our  foreign  transactions  has  been  to 
cultivate  peace  with  all  the  world,  to  observe  treaties 
with  pure  and  absolute  faith,  to  check  every  deviation 
from  the  line  of  impartiality,  to  explain  what  may  have 
been  misapprehended,  and  correct  what  may  have  been 
injurious  to  any  nation ;  and  having  thus  acquired  the 
right,  to  lose  no  time  in  acquiring  the  ability,  to  insist 
upon  justice  being  done  to  ourselves." 

Mr.  Madison  moved  that  his  additional  amend- 
ment  should  be  inserted  immediately  after  that  of 
Mr.  Datton,  to  this  effect : 

"Solicitous  also,  as  we  are,  for  the  preservation  of 
peace  with  all  nations,  we  cannot  otherwise  than  warm- 
ly approve  of  a  policy  in  our  foreign  transactions, 
which  never  loses  sight  of  that  blessing." 

Mr.  Datton  was  willing  that  the  clause  should 
be  annexed  to  his  original  motion. 

Mr.  HiLLHonsE  wished  the  word  your  substitu- 
ted for  the  article  a  (marked  in  it;dic  in  the  clause 
last  quoted,)  that  the  policy  of  the  Executive  might 
be  more  clearly  pointed  to. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he  had 
drafted  an  amendment  to  the  Addiess,  that  con- 


tained the  idea  tlie  gentleman  last  op  wished  to  be 
expressed,  and  another.  He  read  it  in  his  pbca 
It  was  to  the  following  purport: 

"  Tour  policy  in  our  foreign  transactions^  as  it  Aam 
an  ardent  disposition  for  peace,  baa  our  hearty  ■pf«»> 
bation,  and  we  assure  you  we  shall  omit  nothing  fit 
our  part  towards  acquiring  the  ability,  as  well  as  ngk 
of  exacting  from  all  nations  the  fulfilaieat  of  their  da- 
ties  towards  ua.** 

Mr.  Datton,  in  the  meantime,  observed  th^ 
there  was  no  necessary,  connexion  between  kit 
amendment  and  that  of  Mr.  Madison.  He  then^ 
fore  hoped  that  his,  with  respect  to  General  Wajn 
and  the  army  on  the  Northweatera  frontier,  wudi 
pass  in  the  meantime.    This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said  that  the  Uonae  had  b$e 
often  obliged  to  the  pen  of  the  gentleman  fros 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Madison.)  Perhaps  that  gentleom 
himself  would  be  disposed  to  think  the  amendoieis 
of  the  member  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Hillhocse.] 
better  than  his  own. 

Mr.  Nicholas  preferred  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Madison  to  any  other  that  had  been  propose! 
He  imagined  that  the  one  offered  by  Mr.  W. 
Smith  pledged  the  Honse  to  approve  of  the^sr- 
tieular  measures  adopted  by  the  Pbbsidkxt  sa  to 
foreign  Powers.  In  this  Mr.  N.  referred  speeia^i| 
to  the  mission  of  Mr.  Jay  to  the  Court  of  Loodoo. 
We  are  not  acquainted  with  the  individual  pov- 
ers  or  instructions  granted  to  that  Envoy.  Oir 
approbation  has  no  datum  on  which  it  can  pro- 
ceed, and  how  are  the  Committee  to  pretend  ip* 
probation  for  what  they  do  not  know  ?  The  Pii^ 
sident  would  laugh  at  such  conduct  The  ameod- 
ment  of  Mr.  Madison  is  more  guarded,  it  goes 
to  approve  general  principles,  but  not  iodividBsl 
measures. 

Mr.  Hillhouse  thought  that  he  had  been  mis- 
understood. His  amendment  did  not  go  beyooi 
general  approbation  of  principles.  He  never  ia- 
tended  indiscriminate  applause. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  the  House  bad  g^ 
themselves  into  a  labyrinth  of  amendments  npua 
amendments.  It  was  very  difficult  to  word  an 
Address  in  such  a  way  aa  to  be  entirely  free  froa 
exception.  The  matter  had  sunk  into  a  mere  ver- 
bal  dispute.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  now  rise,  and  the  drat\  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  special  committee. 

Mr.  Dayton  knew  not  why  the  Envoy  l^r. 
Jay]  had  been  sent  to  Europe.  He  did  not  knov 
what  were  liis  instructions,  and  he  never  would 
approve,  or  say  that  he  approved,  of  what  he  did 
not  know.  He  was,  therefore,  against  the  ameod- 
ment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  ConaecticaL 
That  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  went  quite 
far  enough.  Rather  than  vote  for  such  a  tfaiog,  he 
would  reject  the  whole. 

Mr.  Giles  objected  to  the  motion  for  the  rising  , 
of  the  Committee.  The  Pkksidbnt  has  not,  io  his 
Speech,  said  that  the  House  are  informed  aa  to  the 
motives  of  his  measures,  or  the  extent  of  the  io- 
structions  to  his  Envoy.  Why,  then,  shall  C^  I 
House  think  themselves  obliged  to  approve  them  ? 
There  has  already  intervened  a  delay  of  severJ 
days  since  the  Speech  was  delivered.    If  an  as- 
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ver  is  to  be  giTen  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  given  im- 
Dcdiatelj.  To  rise  and  refer  the  draft  of  the  Ad- 
ire&s  back  again  to  the  committee  will  not  mend 
he  matter. 

The  motion  for  rising  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Nicholas  then  rose  in  defence  of  Mr.  Mad- 
son's  amendment  He  thought  the  House  should 
lot  bow  so  much  to  the  Executive  as  to  approve 
>f  bis  proceedings  without  knowing  what  they  are. 
jentlemen  say  that  they  do  not  mean  an  implicit 
ipprobation.  Why,  then,  hazard  words  that  infer 
t?  He  would  go  as  fitf  in  thanking  the  Prbsidknt 
ts  any  person,  with  propriety,  could  go. 

Mr.  SEDQwicK  insisted  that  the  amendment  of 
the  member  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Hillhousb,] 
iras  preferable  to  the  other.  The  Prksioknt  has 
ttid  that  his  policy  in  regard  to  foreign  nations  is 
founded  on  justice.  We  approve  of  that  He  re- 
cites his  motives^  They  are  also  approved.  Where, 
then,  is  the  dancer  of  expressing  a  general  appro- 
Utioo  ?  Would  it  be  proper  to  give  an  approba- 
tion that  cannot  be  appropriate,  and  that  has  no 
definite  meaning?  Mr.  S.  was  far  from  designing 
to  approve,  explicitly  or  implicitly,  what  the  House 
were  not  acquainted  with.  He  only  intended  to 
convey  a  general  sentiment  of  approbation ;  and  he 
s&w  nothing  more  than  this  in  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 

Mr.  HiLLHOusE  never  designed  indiscriminate 
approbation ;  nor  had  he  any  secret  meaning 
couched  under  the  words  of  his  amendment 
When  he  had  any  thing  to  say  to  the  House,  he 
came  honestly  and  told  them  in  plain  words  ^hat 
he  would  be  at  He  meant  to  express  his  applause 
of  pacific  and  equitable  measurea     As  to   the 

Question  so  often  referred  to,  [the  embassy  of  Mr.' 
ay,]  he  solemnly  declared  that  it  never  was  in 
his  mind  to  express  any  thii^  about  it  It  would 
come  before  another  body. 

Mr.  Madison  imagined  that,  in  his  motion  as 
DOW  worded,  every  person  might  see  substantial 
approbation. 

Mr.  AiiES. — Jealousy  may  become  habitual  as 
well  as  confidence.  Ivothing  but  a  habit  of  Jeal- 
ousy could  have  found  any  thing  of  a  secret  in 
this  verbal  distinction  of  your  policy  instead  of  a 
policy.  The  distinction  was  trifling,  but,  if  there 
must  be  one,  he  preferred  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
HiLLuocsE.  His  reasons  for  this  preference  were 
so  minute  that  they,  perhaps,  had  little  more  value 
than  what  his  imagination  chose  to  give  them. 
In  the  mean  time,  nobody  will  suppose  that  we  do 
not  approve  of  the  policy  of  the  Pbbsidsnt  in  pre- 
ferring pacific  measures,  because  the  system  of 
peaco  is  now  preferred  all  over  the  Continent  of 
America. 

Mr.  Dayton  rose  to  make  a  reply  to  **  remarks 
80  illiberal.'* 

Mr  Ames  here  rose  again  and  said  that  the  gen- 
tleman certainly  could  not  mean  him. 

I  mean  that  gentleman,  Mr.  Speakbr,  said  Mr. 
Datton,  pointing  to  Mr.  Axes.  He  has  accused 
me  of  ''  habits  of  jealousy."  To  this  charge  Mr. 
D.  rejoined  with  some  warmth.  He  again  de- 
declared  that  he  never  would  pledge  himself  to  ap- 
prove of  the  mission  of  Mr.  Jay  till  he  should  learn 
3d  Gov.— 29 


what  were  that  gentleman^s  instructions.  He 
meant  to  draw  this  line  of  distinction,  to  give  ap- 
probation of  general  principles,  but  not  of  particu- 
lar measures.  The  former  he  considered  as  im- 
plied in  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Madison,  the  latter 
in  that  of  Mi^.  Hillhouse. 

Mr.  Vans  MuKKAr  considered  the  dispute  as 
resting  on  the  words  a  policy  and  your  policy.  He 
would  not  give  explicit  approbation  to  particular 
measures,  but  he  approved  the  eeneral  principles 
on  which  the  Pkesidknt  preferred  a*pacific  systen^. 

Mr.  Giles. — It  is  admitted  on  all  sides  of  the 
House,  that  we  approve  the  general  principles,  but 
will  not  pledge  ourselves  to  approve  the  particular 
means.  It  is  best,  then,  to  adopt  the  least  equivo- 
cal words.  Mr.  G.  allowed  that  there  was  but  little 
difference,  yet  he  should  vote  for  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Madison  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  Dexter,  in  opposition  to  the  sentiments  of 
the  gentleman  who  had  last  sat  down,  would  vote 
for  ^^your  policy,"  instead  of  "a  policy."  The 
latter  made  the  sentence  an  abstract  proposition. 
The  words  "  your  policy,"  made  it  a  personal  ap- 
plication. The  omission  of  the  word  your  tended 
to  an  implication  of  censure.  If  an  abstract  pro- 
position was  the  whole  meaning  intended  to  be 
expressed,  that  meaning  might  as  well  be  put  into 
any  other  place  as  into  an  Address  to  the  Presi- 
dent. He  did  not  see  the  use  of  it  Praise,  (said 
Mr.  D.,)  is  the  only  reward  which  a  person  re- 
ceives in  a  Republican  Government:  or  at  least 
it  is  the  greatest  reward ;  and  if  withheld  where 
due,  the  effect  must  be  pernicious.  Here  it  would 
be  of  more  particular  impropriety  to  withhold 
praise,  when  all  our  constituents  approve  the  pa- 
cific policy  of  the  President.  It  would  have 
been  a  matter  of  little  consequence  at  first,  whe- 
ther "  a  policy"  or  **  your  policy"  had  been  adopt- 
ed, for  every  reader  would  have  understood  it  is 
an  approbation  of  the  President.  But  now,  after 
such  a  debate,  if  we  scruple  at  the  word  your^  all 
the  world  will  conclude  that  we  mean  an  implied 
censure. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  said  that  he  adopted  the  word 
your  as  unequivocal.  He  had  no  meaning  but 
what  was  open  and  candid.  By  adopting  the 
amendment  the  House  would  make  that  language 
explicit,  which  was  at  present,  at  least,  in  some 
degree,  ambiguous. 

Mr.  Tract  pronounced  an  elegant  paneg3rric 
on  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  whom  no  man  admired 
more  sincerely  than  he  did,  though  he  could  not 
speak  thus  from  the  honor  of  enjoying  a  personal 
acquaintance.  He  recommended  to  Mr.  Madi- 
son rather  to  withdraw  his  motion  of  amendment 
altogether  than  bring  it  forward  at  such  an  ex- 
pense of  the  good  temper  of  the  House.  The  pre- 
sent session  had  commenced  with  good  auspices, 
and  much  cordiality,  and  he  would  be  extremely 
sorry  to  disturb  its  tranquility. 

Mr.  Madison  sud  that  he  felt  sensibly  the  force 
of  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  who  was 
last  up.  In  consequence  of  these  remarks,  he 
should  be  happy  to  withdraw  his  amendment 
This  was  accordingly  done. 
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It  was  then  proposed  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  should  rise,  and  report  the  draft 
of  the  Address  as  originally  given  in  by  the  spe- 
cial committee,  with  the  additional  amendment 
that.  ha4  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Dayton,  and 
adopted. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  then  rose  and  said,  that  it 
would  seem  somewhat  incongruous  for  the  House 
to  present  an  Address  to  the  President  which 
omitted  all  notice  of  so  very  important  an  article 
in  his  Speech  as  that  referring  to  the  self-created 
societies.  Mr.  F.  then  read  an  amendment,  which 
gave  rise  to  a  very  interesting  debate.  The 
amendment  was  in  these  words : 

"As  part  of  this  subject,  we  cannot  withhold  our  re- 
probation of  the  self-created  societies,  which  have  risen 
up  in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  misrepresenting  the 
conduct  of  the  Government,  and  disturbing  the  opera- 
tion of  the  laws,  and  which,  by  deceiving  and  inflaming 
the  ignorant  and  the  weak,  may  naturally  be  supposed 
to  have  stimulated  and  urged  the  insurrection." 

These  are  "institutions,  not  strictly  unlawful, 
yet  not  less  fatal  to  good  order  and  true  liberty ; 
and  reprehensible  in  the  degree  that  our  system 
of  government  approaches  to  perfect  political  free- 
dom." 

Mr.  Giles  stated  at  large  his  sentiments  as  to 
this  expression  in  the  Speech  of  the  PaESiDENT 
about  self-created  societies.  The  tone  of  that  pas- 
sage in  the  Speech  had  made  a  great  deal  of  noise 
without  doors,  and  it  was  likely  to  produce  a  con- 
siderable agitation  within  doors.  [Here  a  motion 
was  made  for  the  rising  of  the  Committee.]  Mr. 
O.  did  not  wish  to  press  himself  upon  the  attention 
of  the  Committee,  but  if  they  were  disposed  to 
hear  him,  he  was  prepared  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  objected  to  the  rising  of  the  Com- 
mittee. The  House  had  been  often  entertained  and 
informed  by  the  ingenuity  of  that  gentleman,  who 
was  now  prepared  to  address  them. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  considered  it  as  opposite  to  the 
practice  of  the  House  for  a  member  to  move  that 
a  Committee  should  rise,  at  the  very  time  when 
gentlemen  had  declared  themselves  ready  to  de- 
liver their  sentiments. 

[It  \fas  repeatedly  inquired  from  the  Chair,  by 
whom  this  motion  was  made.  No  answer  was 
given  ;*  and  it  seemed  to  be  the  unanimous  wish  of 
the  House  that  Mr.  Giles  should  proceed,  which 
he  did.]  Mr.  G.  began  by  declaring  that,  when 
he  saw,  or  thought  he  saw,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives about  to  erect  itself  into  an  office  of 
censorship,  he  could  not  sit  silent  He  did  not 
rise  with  the  hope  of  making  proselytes,  but  he 
trusted  that  the  fiat  of  no  person  in  America  should 
ever  be  taken  for  truth,  implicitly,  and  without 
evidence. 

Mr.  Giles  next  entered  into  an  encomium  of 
some  length  on  the  public  services  and  personal 
character  of  the  President.  He  vindicated  him- 
self from  any  want  of  respect  or  esteem  towards 
him.  He  then  entered  into  an  examination  of  the 
propriety  of  the  expression  employed  by  the  Pre- 
sident, with  regard  to  self-created  societies.  Mr. 
G.  said,  that  there  was  not  an  individual  in  Ame- 
rica, who  might  not  come  under  the  charge  of  being 


a  member  of  some  one  or  other  self-created  eocktj. 
Associations  of  this  kind,  religious,  pcrfitica],  uA 
philosophical,  were  to  be  found  in  every  quarter 
of  the  Continent  The  Baptists  and  Methodists, 
for  example,  might  be  termed  self-created  sociedti 
The  people  called  the  Friends,  were  of  the  saim 
kind.  Every  pulpit  in  the  United  States  mi^t 
be  included  in  this  vote  of  censure,  since,  firua 
every  one  of  them,  upon  occasion,  instructioTiS  hU 
been  delivered,  not  only  for  the  eternal  welfut, 
but  likewise  for  the  temporal  happiness  of  the  peo> 
pie.  There  had  been  other  societies  in  Ptmbjl- 
vania  for  several  purposes.  The  venerable  Fnii- 
lin  had  been  at  the  head  of  one,  entitled  a  sodetj 
for  political  information.  They  had  crimiDitcJ 
the  conduct  of  the  Governor  of  this  State  and  of 
the  Governors  of  other  States,  yet  they  were  net 
prosecuted  or  disturbed.  There  was,  if  he  mistook 
notf  once  a  society  in  this  State,  for  the  purpose 
of  opposing  or  subverting  the  existing  Constia- 
tion.  They  also  were  unmolested.  If  the  Uoiut 
are  to  cetisure  the  Democratic  societies,  they  might 
do  the  same  b}*^  tlie  Cincinnati  Society.  It  is  vu: 
of  the  way  of  the  Legislature  to  attempt  chedd:^ 
or  restraining  public  opinion.  If  the  self-creatri 
societies  act  contrary  to  law,  they  are  unprotected 
and  let  the  law  pursue  them.  That  a  mac  is  i 
member  of  one  of  these  societies  will  not  f.rotec: 
him  from  an  accusation  for  treason,  if  the  charge 
is  well  founded.  If  the  charge  is  not  well  foaciicJ, 
if  the  societies,  in  their  proceedings,  keep  iiitbia 
the  verge  of  the  law,  Mr.  G.  would  be  gkd  to 
learn  what  was  to  be  the  sequel?  If  the  Uooa 
undertake  to  censure  particular  classes  of  men, 
who  can  tell  where  they  will  stop  ?  Perhaps  it 
may  be  advisable  to  commence  moral  philosophers, 
and  compose  a  new  system  of  ethics  for  the  citi- 
zens of  America.  In  that  case,  there  would  U 
many  other  subjects  for  censure,  as  well  as  the  stlf- 
created  societies.  Land-jobbing,  for  example^  has 
been  in  various  instances  brought  to  such  a  pais, 
that  it  might  be  defined  swindling  on  a  broad  scale. 
Paper  money,  also,  would  be  a  subject  of  very 
tolerable  fertility  for  the  censure  of  a  monli^L 
Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  enumerate  other  particular 
on  this  head,  and  again  insisted  on  the  sufficieocj 
of  the  existing  laws  for  the  punishment  of  every 
existing  abuse.  He  observed,  that  gentlemen  were 
sent  to  this  House,  not  for  the  purpose  of  pasasg 
indiscriminate  votes  of  censure,  but  to  legislate 
only.  By  adopting  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Fm- 
SIMONS,  the  House  would  only  produce  recrimi- 
nation on  the  part  of  the  societies,  and  raise  them 
into  much  more  importance  than  they  passiblj 
could  have  acquired  if  they  had  not  been  didtin- 
guished  by  a  vote  of  censure  from  that  lloase. 
Gentlemen  were  interfering  with  a  delicate  right, 
and  they  would  be  much  wiser  to  let  the  Demo- 
cratic ^cieties  alone.  Bid  the  House  imagine 
that  their  censure,  like  the  wand  of  a  magician, 
would  lay  a  spell  on  these  people  ?  It  would  be 
quite  the  contrary,  and  the  recrimination  of  the 
societies  would  dovelope  the  propriety  of  having 
meddled  with  them  at  all.  One  thing  ought  nerei 
to  be  forgotten,  that  if  these  people  act^  wrong, 
the  law  was  open  to  punish  them ;  and  if  the;  did 
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>t,  they  would  oare  very  little  for  a  vote  of  that 
ouse.  Why  all  this  particular  deviation  from  the 
>mmon  line  of  business  to  pass  random  Totes  of 
iMUTe  ?  iThe  American  mind  was  too  enlightened 
I  bear  the  interposition  of  this  House,  to  assist 
ther  in  their  contemplations  or  conclusions  on 
lis  subject  Members  are  not  sent  here  to  deal 
at  applauses  or  censures  in  this  way.  Mr.  G.  re- 
cted  all  aiming  at  a  restraint  on  the  opinions  of 
rivate  persons.  As  to  the  societies  themseWes, 
[r.  G.  personally  had  nothing  to  do  with  them,  nor 
ms  he  acquainted  with  any  of  the  persons  concern- 
d  in  their  original  organization. 

Mr.  Ltman  hoped  that  the  member  from  Penn- 
flvania  would,  upon  reflection,  withdraw  bis 
mcndment  Mr.  ll  considered  it  to  be  as  impro- 
er  to  pass  a  rote  of  censure,  as  it  would  be  to 
ass  a  vote  of  approbation.  He  did  not  wish  to 
ire  printers  an  opportunity  of  publishing  debates 
tiat  bad  better  be  suppressed.  Besides,  where 
rill  this  business  of  censorship  end  ?  It  would  be 
luch  better  not  to  meddle  with  the  Democratic 
ocieties  at  all.  Some  of  them  were  perfectly  sen- 
ible  that  they  had  gone  too  far.  He  should,  there- 
ire,  move  that  this  Committee  do  now  rise,  and 
iiat  the  Chairman  report  the  Address  as  it  now 
tands. 

Mr.  Thatcher  hoped  that  his  colleague  would 
ot  insist  on  taking  that  question  just  now,  before 
ther  gentlemen  had  an  opportunity  of  delivering 
heir  sentiments. 

Mr.  Ltman  in  reply,  said  that  gentlemen  w^re  at 
ib«rty,  in  discussing  his  motion,  to  tell  their  minds 
5  to  the  self-created  societies. 

Mr.  Sboowick  requested  that  Mr.  Ltman  would 
ake  the  motion  out  of  the  way.  Mr.  L.  with- 
rew  it 

Mr.  W.  Smth  then  rose  and  entered  at  large 
nto  the  subject  He  said,  that  if  the  Committee 
rithheld  an  expression  of  their  sentiments  in  re- 
;ard  to  the  societies  pointed  out  by  the  Pbesiobnt, 
heir  silence  would  be  an  avowed  desertion  ot  the 
ilxecutive.  He  had  no  scruple  to  declare  that  the 
onduct  of  these  people  had  tended  to  blow  up  the 
nsurrection.  Adverting  to  Mr.  Giles,  he  thought 
he  assertion  of  that  gentleman  too  broad,  when  he 
poke  of  not  meddling  with  the  opinions  of  other 
nan  political  societies. 

Ue  considered  the  dissemination  of  impro- 
«r  sentiments  as  a  suitable  object  for  the  public 
^probation  of  that  House.  Suppose  an  agricul- 
nral  society  were  to  establish  itself,  and  under 
hat  title  to  disseminate  opinions  subversive  of 
;ood  order ;  the  difference  of  a  name  should  not 
nake  Mr.  S.  think  them  exempted  from  becoming 
objects  of  justice.  Would  any  man  say  that  the 
sole  object  of  self-created  societies  has  been  the 
[inbUcation  of  political  doctrines  9  The  whole  of 
their  proceedings  has  been  a  chain  of  censures  on 
ttie  conduct  of  Government  If  we  do  not  sup- 
port the  pRBsiDBiiT,  the  silence  of  the  House  will 
be  interpreted  into  an  implied  disapprobation  of 
t^iat  put  of  his  Speech.  He  will  be  left  in  a  di- 
lemma. It  will  be  said  that  he  has  committed 
himselC 

Mr.  3.  declared  that  he  was  a  friend  to  the  firee- 


dom  of  the  press ;  but  would  any'.one  compare  a 
regular  town  meeting  where  deliberations  were 
cool  and  unruffled,  to  these  societies  to  the  noc- 
turnal meetings  of  individuals,  after  'they  have 
dined,  where  they  shut  their  doors,  pass  votes  in 
secret,  and  admit  no  members  into  their  societies, 
but  those  of  their  own  choosing?  Mr.  S.,  by  way 
of  illustration,  observed,  that  this  House  had  never 
done  much  business  after  dinner.  In  objection  to 
this  amendment  it  had  been  stated,  that  the  self- 
created  societies  would  acquire  importance  from  a 
vote  of  censure  passed  on  them.  They  were,  for 
his  part,  welcome  to  the  whole  importance  that  such 
a  vote  could  give  them.  He  complained  in  strong 
terms,  of  the  calumnies  and  slandei^s  which  they 
had  propagated  against  Goremment  Every  gen- 
tleman who  thought  that  these  dubs  had  done 
mischief,  was  by  this  amendment  called  upon  to 
avow  his  opinion.  This  was  the  whole.  Mr.  S. 
begged  the  House  to  take  notice,  and  he  repeated 
his  words  once  or  twice,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  go 
into  the  constitution  of  these  societies,  or  to  say 
that  they  were  illegal.  The  question  before  the 
House  was  not  whether  these  societies  were  illegal 
or  not,  but  whether  they  have  been  mischievous  in 
their  consequences. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  of  opinion  that  the  term 
self-created  societies,  was  too  indefinite.  He  pro- 
fessed the  highest  respect  for  the  character  of  the 
President  ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  the  proposed 
vote  of  censure  would  be  any  eligible  proof  of  it 
The  House  of  Representatives  were  assembled  not 
to  volunteer  in  passing  votes  of  reprobation  on  so- 
cieties or  individuals,  but  to  legislate.  He  wished 
that  gentlemen,  instead  of  losing  their  time  on 
such  frivolous  and  inflammatory  amendments, 
would  proceed  to  the  proper  business  of  the  House. 
The  gentleman  firom  South  Carolina  seemed  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  Democratic  societies.  It 
was  very  true  that  they  had  published  resolutions 
reprobating  the  Assumption  business,  and  the  sys- 
tem of  Funding ;  but  the  rest  of  the  people,  as  well 
as  Democratic  societies,  had  very  generally  cen- 
sured the  Assumption  and  the  Funding  transact- 
ions. He  thought  that  some  laws  had  been  passed 
which  answered  no  good  purpose,  nor  indeed  any 
purpose,  but  that  of  irritating  the  public.  The 
present  amendment,  he  considered  as  destructive 
not  only  to  the  intercourse  of  domestic  society, 
but  that  it  involved  a  prospect  of  throwing  restraint 
upon  the  conduct  of  gentlemen  in  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives.  With  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Giles]  he  was  satisfied  that  the  amend- 
ment^ if  adopted,  would  have  no  weight  whatever 
with  the  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  as  they  were 
too  enlightened  to  accept  of  opinions  from  their 
Representatives. 

Mr.  Tract  had  imagined,  that  no  man  would 
have  the  hardihood  to  come  forward  in  that  House 
and  vindicate  these  societies.  He  quoted  from 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  McDowell,  the  words,  **  your 
wanton  laws,  beeotten  in  darkness,  first  raised  insur- 
rection ,"  and  likewise  some  other  words  about  the 
enormous  expense  of  millions  for  the  Western 
expedition.  Mr.  T.,  after  reading  these  expressions 
from  a  memorandum,  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
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declared  his  surprige,  that  a  gentleman,  whom  he 
knew  to  possess  the  candor  and  good  sense  of  the 
member  from  North  Carolina,  could  suffer  such 
language  to'  escape  him.  He  was  certain  that  the 
gentleman,  if  he  had  not  been  somewhat  in  a  hurry, 
never  would  have  permitted  these  words  to  pass 
from  his  ]ip& 

Quitting  this  topic,  Mr.  T.  said,  that  he  would 
for  his  own  part,  be  disposed  to  let  these  societies 
alone,  and  leave  them  to  the  chastisement  of  their 
own  consciences.  If  they  were  to  say,  "  Gentle- 
men, vou,  as  tyrants,  make  laws,  and  slaves  obey 
them,  I  would  answer,  said  Mr.  T.,  "  It  is  very 
rash.  Think  again,  before  you  say  this  again.  We 
believe  that,  from  inadvertency,  some  thines  have 
escaped  from  Democratic  societies,  which  they 
had  not  well  weighed,  and  which  had  a  bad  effect 
on  weak  and  ignorant  people  in  the  Western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania.  You  have  seen  the 
bad  effects  of  your  tementy.  Take  care  before 
you  publish  any  such  thing  again.*'  Mr.  T.  said, 
this  is  all  the  length  which  we  mean  to  go,  and 
can  anybody  object  to  this  ?  The  Democratic  so- 
cieties form  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  people 
of  America.  Where  is  the  harm  in  saying  that 
one  hundredth,  or  I  believe  I  might  say,  not  more 
than  one  thousandth  part  of  the  citizens  of  Uie 
United  States  have  been  mistaken,  and  that  they 
have  been  imprudent  in  printing  certain  indiscreet 
resolutions?  Mr.  T.  declared  that  if  the  Presi- 
DBRT  had  not  spoke  of  the  matter,  he  should  have 
been  willing  to  let  it  alone,  because  whenever  a 
subject  of  that  kind  was  touched,  there  were  cer- 
tain gentlemen  in  that  House  who  shook  their 
backs,  like  a  sore-backed  horse,  and  cried  out  The 
Liberties  of  the  People!  Mr.  T.  wished  only  that 
the  House,  if  their  opinions  of  these  societies  cor- 
responded with  that  of  the  President,  should  de- 
clare that  they  had  such  an  opinion.  This  was 
quite  different  from  attempting  to  legislate  on  the 
subject  Has  not  the  Legishiture  done  so  before  ? 
Is  there  any  impropriety  in  paying  this  mark  of  re- 
spect to  a  man'to  whom  all  America  owes  such  in- 
delible obligations.  He  thought  that  this  declara- 
tion from  the  House  of  Representatifes  would  tend 
to  discourage  Democratic  Societies,  by  uniting 
all  men  of  sense  against  them.  Mr.  T.  said,  that 
perhaps  the  member  who  spoke  last,  might  be  con- 
nected with  some  of  these  societies,  of  which  he  en- 
tertained so  favorable  an  impression. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  that  he  wanted  the  House 
to  avoid  quarrels,  and  to  mind  their  proper  busi- 
ness of  legislation.  He  declared  that  he  was  not 
a  member  of  any  such  society.  He  did  not  know 
that  he  had  ever  been  in  the  company  of  any 
person  who  was  a  member  of  any  of  them.  Efe 
was  even,  he  declared  upon  his  honor,  ignorant 
whether  there  were,  or  ever  had  been,  any  such 
societies  in  North  Carolina^  He  adverted  to 
t^e  simile  of  the  sore-backed  horse,  and  said, 
ttat  he  believed  his  back  to  have  been  rubbed 
harder  in  the  last  war,  than  that  of  the  gentleman. 
He  imagined  that  these  societies  had  done  both 
good  and  harm,  and  again  declared,  that  he  could 
not  consent  to  a  vote  of  indiscriminate  reproba- 
tion. 


Mr.  Datton  was  heartily  for  the  ameodmuU. 
He  observed  that  he  wanted  no  evidence  to  sitisfr 
him  as  to  the  gentleman  not  being  a  member  of 
any  of  these  societies.  If  he  had  beeif  cooMcted 
with  them,  he  would  have  known  their  priodpiea 
better  than  he  seems  to  do.  Mr.  D.  said  thit 
many  persons  in  New  Jersey,  who  had  been  tbe 
most  violent  against  the  excise  law  were  eqoallj  so 
against  the  insurgents ;  and  though  their  opiDiaB 
of  the  law  itself  was  unaltered,  which  they  muk 
no  scruple  of  openly  declaring,  yet  they  did  do. 
on  that  account  hesitate  about  marching  agtiofl 
the  insurgents.  They  did  not  suppose  that  mw 
obnoxious  statute  was  any  reason  for  overtumin* 
the  Federal  Constitution.  The  murmurs  against 
the  excise  law  in  New  Jersey  had  been  oooTerted 
into  universal  silence,  because  no  man  would  Te> 
ture  to  express  his  discontent  at  the  baiard  of  be- 
ing  suspected  of  being  a  friend  to  the  insurgeDU. 
That  the  Democratic  societies  had  produced  (be 
most  mischievous  effects  in  the  Western  coonties 
there  could  be  no  question.  Letters  had  been  re- 
ceived from  officers  in  the  Army,  who  were  tbe 
most  respectable  characters,  and  who,  from  ac* 
thentic  information  had  affirmed  the  fact  U 
had  been  stated  that  these  people  would  reoiioi- 
nate  upon  the  House,  and  it  had  even  been  hiatri 
that  their  recriminations  might  affect  the  Pacsi- 
DBKT.  That  fnan^  said  Mr.  D.,  is  above  their 
censure.  He  believed  that  if  their  censures  bad 
any  effect  at  all,  it  would  be  to  do  tbe  Peesdest 
honor. 

Mr.  Nicholas. — ^When  we  see  an  attempt  niade 
in  this  House  to  reprobate  whole  societies,  on  ac- 
count of  the  conduct  of  individuals,  it  may  trulj 
be  suspected  that  some  of  the  members  of  thsi 
House  have  sore  backs.  The  Presidbnt  has  beeo 
apprized  of  the  absurdity  of  making  this  a  Legisla- 
tive business.  Here  Mr.  N.  read  a  passage  from 
the  Presideict's  Speech,  to  show,  that  the  notice 
taken  of  self-created  societies  was  not  intendi»l 
for  a  topic  of  discussion  in  that  House.  The  p^ 
age  was  expressly  addressed  to  every  deacriptioQ 
of  citizens: 

'*  And  when  in  the  calm  moments  of  refleetioo^tbej 
shall  have  retraced  tbe  origin  and  progress  of  the  lo- 
surrectioo,  let  them  determine,  whetW  it  has  been  f> 
mooted  by  combiDations  of  men,  who»  careless  of  coo* 
sequeDces,"  <bc. 

Was  this  an  address  to  the  two  Houses!  Did 
this  passage  show  that  the  P&esidekt  wanted 
them  to  intermeddle  ?  Were  they  called  upon  to 
give  an  opinion  ?  Where  could  be  the  pretence  for 
anything  of  this  sort  f  The  House  have  made  act& 
The  Democratic  societies  reprobate  them,  and 
then  the  House  reprobate  the  Democratic  socie 
ties.  When  you  first  cut  a  man*s  throat,  and  tbere- 
after  call  him  a  rascal,  do  you  suppose  that  jour 
accusation  will  affect  Uie  man's  reputation  ?  Tbe 
House,  by  passing  this  vote  of  censure,  would  ouke 
themselves  a  par^,  and  lose  a  title  to  unsuspected 
confidence.  Mr.  N.  declared,  that  for  his  own  part, 
he  never  had  any  concern  with  these  societies,  dot 
ever  to  his  knowledge  had  spent  an  hour  with  an/ 
person  who  was  ^  member  of  them.  He  rather, 
ifanythiDg,  despised  them.  He  had  always  thougbt 
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them  the  rery  worst  advocates  for  the  cause  which 
they  espoused;  but  ne  had  come  two  hundred 
miles  to  legislate,  and  not  to  reprobate  private 
&ocietie&  He  was  not  paid  by  his  constituents 
for  doing  business  of  that  sort.  The  Prbsidbnt 
knew  the  business  of  the  House  better  than  to  call 
for  any  such  votes  of  censure.  It  was  wrong  to 
condemn  societies  for  particular  acta  That  there 
never  should  be  a  Democratical  society  in  Ame- 
rica, said  Mr.  N.,  I  would  give  my  most  hearty 
consent;  but  I  cannot  agree  to  persecution  for  the 
flake  of  opinion&  With  respect  either  to  the  pro- 
priety or  the  power  of  suppressing  them,  Mr.  N. 
was  in  both  cases  e<tuaI1y  of  opinion  that  it  was 
much  better  to  let  them  alone.  They  must  stand 
or  &]1  by  the  general  sentiments  of  the  people  of 
America.  Is  it  possible  that  these  societies  can 
exist,  for  any  length  of  time,  when  they  are  of  no 
real  use  to  the  country?  No.  But  this  amendment 
will  make  the  people  at  large  imagine  that  they  are 
of  consequence. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  these  societies  had  pro- 
duced the  Western  insurrection,  and,  therefore,  the 
Committee  were  jast  as  well  entitled  to  institute  an 
ioquiry  in  this  case,  as  formerly,  regarding  the 
&ilure  of  the  expedition  of  Oeneral  St.  Clair. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


TuBSDAT,  November  25. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  James  Gillespib, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and  took  bia  seat 
ia  the  House. 

Mr.  McasAT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorise  the  President  to  call 
out  and  station  a  corps  of  militia  in  the  four  West- 
era  connties  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  limited  time; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  extending  the  privi- 
lege of  franking  to  Jakes  White,  the  Delegate 
from  the  Southwestern  Territory,  and  making  pro- 
vision for  his  compensation ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
an  amendment,  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment,  be  engrossed^  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

ReeoJmed^  That  the  President  op  the  United 
Statbb  be  requested  to  direct  the  proper  officer 
to  state  to  this  House  the  difficulties  and  incon- 
veniences which  have  occured  in  the  execution  of 
the  act  entitled  '^  An  act  more  eflectually  to  provide 
for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform 
Militia  throughout  the  United  States.'* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Gordon  be 
tppointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President 
with  the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbisident  op  the  Unttbd  States  : 

OntUmen  o/iAeSenaie,  and 

of  the  Bbute  of  HepreaentaiivM : 

I  lay  before  you  a  statement,  of  the  troops  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  which  has  been  subniitted  to  I 


me  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  will  rest  with  Oon- 
grees  to  consider  and  determine  whether  further  induce- 
ments shall  be  held  out  for  entering  into  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  complete  the 
establishment  adthoriaed  by  law. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
Ukrsd  States,  Noeember  26, 1794. 

The  said  Message  and  statement  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  PRESIDENTS  SPEECH 

The  House  went  again  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Address  to  the  President  and  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Fxtzsimons — Mr.  Cobb  in  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Murray  said,  that  he  did  not  altogether 
Kke  the  wording  of  the  amendment  now  before 
the  House.     He  had  hoped  that  some  modi6c»- 
tion  of  it  would  have  been  prepared  by  some  of 
its  friends ;  but  as  none  was  offered,  and  there  was 
a  call  for  the  question,  he  would  vote  for  it  rather 
than  against  it.     He  said,  that  he  had  not  been 
personalty  attacked  by  any  of  the  tribunals   in 
(^nestion,  and  no  further  injured  by  their  machina- 
tions than  as  be  was  a  citizen  of  a  free  Republio, 
in  whose  prosperity   he  felt  the  closest  possible 
union,  and  in  whose  calamities  he  of  course  felt 
great  sympathy.    Among  the  various  sources  of 
the  late  calamity,  the  President  had  traced  and 
designated  certain  self-created  societies,  who  had 
arrogated  the  management  of  pnblic  opinions  and 
affairs,  and  whom  he  had  declared  to  nave  been, 
in  his  opinion,  instrumental  in  fomenting  the  late 
insurrection.     Mr.  M.  confessed  that  he  had  fear- 
ed, last  winter,  lest  the  disorganizing  spirit  which 
had  gone  abrMd  in  the  shape  of  resolutions  from 
these  societies,  would  have  produced  the  effect 
ascribed  to  them  by  the  PRssroEirr.      The  con- 
duct of  the  Democratic  clubs,  or  those  of  them 
with  which  he  had  most  acquaintance,  appeared 
to  him  to  have   been  instrumental  to  an  event 
which  threatened  destruction  to   legitimate  Go- 
vernment    If  we  believe  this  to  be  the  case,  Mr. 
M.  knew  no  motive,  duty,  or  policy,  which  ought 
to  restrain  us  at  this  period  from  saying  that  we 
believe  it,  and  from  lamenting  it    Our  declaration 
will   rather   hold  out  a  caution  to  the  thought- 
less, than  inflict  legal  penalties  upon  their  follies. 
It  will  present  to  our  fellow-citizens  a  memorable 
example  of  one  source  of  error  and  political  mis- 
fortune, by  showing  them  the  danger,  which  has 
already  co^t  above  twelve  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars.    He  could  not  see  any  evil  that  was  to  result 
from  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  House, 
by  the  proposed  amendment     It  had  not  the  quali- 
ty of  law ;  for,  if  a  law  were  proposed  for  the  abo- 
lition of  these  societies,  he  would  oppose  it     This 
amendment  to  the  Address  would  operate  as  an 
advice.     It  curtails  not  the  right  of  a  free  press, 
which  Mr.  M.  held  to  be  the  luminary  of  the  pub- 
lic mind.     It  would  tend -to  excite  a  judicious  and 
salutary  inquiry  among  many  respecting  the  just 
and  true  limits  within  which  a  virtuous  and  en- 
iightened  well-wisher  to  our  country  would  think 
it  safe  to  exercise  this  right    Of  the  inutility  and 
danger  of  such  societies  in  this  country,  he  had 
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little  doubt.  The  scene  of  their  birth-place  was 
well  adapted  to  the  wholesome  display  of  their 
powers.  In  France,  where  a  Despotism,  impreg- 
nable to  public  opinion,  had  reigned — where  no 
channel  opened  a  sympathy  by  Representation 
with  the  great  body  of  the  nation — those  societies 
were  admirably  adapted  to  break  down  and  sub- 
yert  the  old  bulwark  of  habitual  authority.  But 
in  America  the  case  was  widely  different  Look 
at  the  immense  body  of  public  functionaries,  who 
in  this  country  are  elected  immediately  by  the 
people,  or  by  their  electors,  in  a  Constitutional 
mode,  and  say  whether  they  are  not  adequate  as 
functionaries  to  the  public  purposes  of  the  coun- 
try. Including  every  description  of  Legislators, 
Councils,  Governors,  Courts,  Jurors,  and  Sheriffs, 
there  are  above  twelve  thousand.  Of  these,  more 
than  eleven  hundred  are  actual  Legislators,  be- 
sides the  hundred  in  this  House,  and  those  above 
stairs.  These  all  act  in  the  States,  counties,  town- 
ships, and  hundreds,  in  separate  but  relative  cir- 
cles, so  as  to  preclude  a  partial  attention  to  any 
one  scene,  to  the  exclusion  of  another.  The  whole 
country  is  full  of  well-constituted  organs  of  the 
People's  will.  Many  of  these  Legislatures  are  in 
session  twice  a  year,  and  all  of  them  annually. 
We  might  be  confused  by  their  immense  number, 
were  tiiey  not  so  admirably  dispersed  over  the 
Continent,  and  did  they  not  move  under  the  guid- 
ance of  the  laws,  with  the  harmony  of  the  spheres. 
It  would  not  be  easy  to  organize  the  nation  into  a 
more  multifarious  shape. 

The  case  maintained  by  Mr.  Datton  yesterday 
appeared  to  be  strong.  He  said  that  we  had  in- 
quired into  the  defeat  of  St.  Clair's  Army,  and  so 
we  might  into  the  causes  of  the  insurrection.  To 
point  it  out  to  a  people  so  enlightened,  will  be  to 
prevent  it  in  future.  If  the  House  agree  in  opin- 
ion with  the  President,  they  will  speak  their 
opinion,  and  do  their  duty.  This  declaration  goes 
to  the  constituent  body,  through  the  Executive; 
and,  while  it  gratifies  their  inquiry  in  a  point  of 
so  much  solicitude,  it  erects  a  warning  beacon. 
It  shows  to  them  the  stormy  breakers  which  late- 
ly threatened  the  public  peace  with  shipwreck, 
and  invites  them  to  adhere  to  pilots  of  their  own 
choosing,  and  to  charts  with  which  they  are  ac- 
quainted. 

If  the  President  bad  not  thought  some  of  the 
societies  instrumental  in  producing  the  late  ca- 
lamity, they  would  not  have  attracted  his  notice, 
nor  that  of  the  House.  It  is  because  they  are  be- 
lieved to  have  assisted  and  fomented  the  insur- 
rection, that  our  constituents  ought  to  be  warned 
against  them ;  and  that  another  necessity  for  ex- 
erting their  patriotism  may  be  saved  to  those  brave 
men  who  are  at  present  encountering  every  diffi- 
culty in  the  West.  These  societies  are  not  at- 
tended to,  because,  however  offensive  some  of 
their  proceedings  and  doctrines  may  have  been, 
vet  the  rights  of  the  press  ought  not  to  be  freely 
handled. 

Mr.  FiTZSDfONS  had  no  violent  predilection  for 
any  performance  of  his  own.  He  had,  therefore, 
to  prevent  so  much  disputing,  prepared  to  with- 
draw   his    motion,  provided   the  Committee  be 


willing  that  he  should  do  so,  and,  in  the  room  c-: 
this  motion,  he  would  read  another,  for  which  hi 
was  indebted  to  a  gentleman  at  his  right  hano. 
[Mr.  B.  Bourne.] 

The  Committee  consented.  The  former  m>- 
tion  was  withdrawn,  and  the  other  was  rui 
This  was  an  echo  of  that  part  of  the  Speech  of 
the  President  which  mentions  self-created  suck- 
ties. 

Mr.  Christie  then  rose.  He  was  sorry  to  dih 
fer  from  his  worthy  colleague,  [Mr.  MuasAf,]  <f> 
the  question  then  before  the  Committee ;  an  J  hi 
was  doubly  sorry  to  hear  that  gentleman  'a- 
bor  so  strenuously  to  saddle  a  public  odium  m 
some  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  State  which  hi 
represented.  Mr.  C.  should  not  have  risen  on  tW 
present  occasion,  although  he  thought  it  an  iiD- 
portant  one,  had  it  not  been  to  endeavor  to  rescsc 
from  public  censure  a  society  of  gentlemen,  who 
were  described  in  the  present  amendment  before 
the  Committee,  as  objects  of  public  opprobriiaa. 
Mr.  C.  alluded  to  the  Republican  Society  of  itie 
town  of  Baltimore.  If  the  ]fresent  amendmtfit 
took  place,  that  society  would  be  involved  in  ge- 
neral and  undeserved  censure.  He  would^  tb^e- 
fore,  inform  the  House  of  what  descripti<m  of  men 
the  Republican  Society  of  Baltimore  ooniusted: 
and  then  the  Committee  would  be  the  best  juig« 
whether  they  ought  to  be  rewarded  in  the  manner 
in  which  the  present  amendment  proposes.  Thej 
are  a  society  of  gentlemen  associated  together 
for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  political  knowledft 
throughout  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to  instroct 
their  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  the  Legi^;* 
lature  of  the  State,  in  any  point  that  they  think 
necessary,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  sowing  diy 
sension  among  the  citizens  of  America,  or  of  cul' 
ttvating  dislike  to  the  Union,  or  to  the  law&  Tub 
society  consists  of  men  whose  characters  are  m- 
perior  to  any  censure  that  might  be  thrown  againit 
them,  by  the  mover  of  the  amendment  But  wb» 
Congress  are  about  to  cast  an  odium  on  a  partici]- 
lar  society,  the  members  of  which  have  every  re- 
spect for  that  body,  and  have  always  roculcated 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
C.  left  it  to  the  Committee  to  determine  whether, 
if  they  were  themselves  in  the  place  of  the  Balti- 
more Society,  they  would  not  feel  their  sensibility 
materially  wounded  ?  Was  not  this  returning  good 
for  evil?  He  again  reminded  the  Committee, 
that  the  Republican  Society  at  Baldmore  was 
composed  of  a  band  of  patriots,  not  the  fair-wea- 
ther patriots  of  the  present  day,  but  the  patriots  of 
seventy-five,  the  men  who  were  not  afraid  to  ralij 
around  the  American  standard,  when  that  statioD 
was  almost  concluded  to  be  a  forlorn  hope.  They 
were  men  who,  with  their  persons  and  properties^ 
had  assisted  to  drive  from  the  soil  of  America  the 
present  lawless  disturbers  of  the  world.  Are  these 
the  men,  asked  Mr.  C,  who  ought  to  have  all  this 
mass  of  Congressional  odium  cast  upon  them? 
I  trust  not,  sir.  I  trust,  that  if  particular  gentle- 
men are  illiberal  enough  so  censure  them,  yet  that 
this  House  will  never  agree  to  such  iniqaiioua 
measures.  What  was  the  conduct  of  this  society 
when  the  first  news  of  the  late  insurrection  reach- 
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d  them  1  Did  they  not,  in  the  most  pointed  man- 
er,  discountenance  any  such  proceeding?  Did 
bey  not  refuse  to  corrospond  with  any  society  that 
ided,  or  in  any  manner  abetted,  the  insurrection  ? 
They  did  more.  They  offered  their  personal  ser- 
ices  to  go  and  help  to  crush  this  commotion  in 
he  bud.  Mr.  C.  subjoined  that  he  would  venture 
0  say,  and  at  the  same  time  he  spoke  within 
lounda,  that  nine-tenths  of  this  society  actually 
ook  up  their  muskets  and  marched  into  the  fiel<!, 
or  the  above  laudable  purpose,  and  that  pumbera 
)f  them  still  continue  there,  and  are  the  friends  of 
)eace  and  order,  and  not  the  disorganizers  that  the 
Present  amendment  would  make  them.  Mr.  C. 
Appealed  to  the  candor  of  the  Committee  to  say, 
whether  the  Baltimore  self-created  Republican 
Society  were  the  description  of  men  whom  the 
PiEsiDENT,  in  his  Speech,  meant  to  describe.  He 
was  sure  it  was  not  Therefore,  why  involve 
in  this  indiscriminate  censure  men  who  have  de* 
served  so  well  of  their  country  ?  men  who.  Instead 
of  having  odium  cast  upon  them,  merit  every 
praise  which  the  Federal  Government  can  be- 
slow.  For  these,  aud  some  other  reasons,  Mr.  C. 
declared  that  he  should  vote  against  the  amend- 
meot,  and  he  trusted  that  .he  should  vote  in  the 
majority. 

Mr.  Murray  rose  Co  expl.iin.  He  did  not  mean 
this  Society.  It  was  the  Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
borg  societies.  Mr.  M.  was  acquainted  with  this 
society,  and  had  the  greatest  respect  for  them.  As 
for  the  members  of  the  other  societies,  he  was  for 
gibbeting  their  principles  only. 

Mr.  Rutherford. — This  alarm  is  owing  to  an 
overgrown  moneyed  system,  with  which  the  peo- 
ple are   not  entirely  satisfied.     But   the  money- 
holders  need  not  be  afraid.    The  people  will  pay 
the  public  debt    Then  why  disturb  the  tranquility 
of  the  people?    The  President,  in   his  Speech, 
points  only  at  combinations  over  the  mountains. 
As  to  the  character  of  the  President  himself,  to 
praise  him  was  like  holding  up  a  rush  candle  to 
let  us  see  the  sun.     I  have  know  that  man,  said 
Mr.  R.,  for  these  forty  years.    I  have   had  the 
honor  of  serving  under  him  in  the  last  war,  and 
of  frequently  executing  his  wise  and  noble  orders. 
The  member  declared  that  this  amendment  could 
answer  no  purpose  but  that  of  disturbing  the  pub- 
lie  peace.    He  himself  represented  as  respectable 
a  district  as  any  in  Virginia,  and  he  had  as  good 
opportunities  as  anv  gentleman  in  that  House  to 
know  the  temper  of  Americans.    They  were  firmly 
attached  to  the  present  Government,  and  the  hold- 
ers of  paper  need  not  be  so  much  afraid  of  Demo- 
cratic societies,  for  the   people,  to  preserve  the 
tranqaility,  were  determined  to  discharge  the  pub- 
lic debt,  no  matter  how  it  was  contracted,  nnd, 
therefore,  it  would  be  much  better  not  to  harrass 
the  public  mind  with  amendments  like  that  on  the 
Uble. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  he  had  an  amendment  to 
proDose  that  would,  he  hoped,  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  a  certain  description  of  gentlemen  in 
that  Committee.  His  amendment  was  to  strike 
ont  the  words  "  self-created  societies,"  from  the 
amendmeot  of  Mr.  FiTZSiMONS,  and  insert  **  the 


Democratic  societies  of  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
and  Pittsburg.'^  Gentlemen  could  then  have 
some  specific  object  at  which  they  could  say  that 
their  vote  of  censure  was  levelled ;  for  the  general 
expression  of  self-created,  comprehended  every  so- 
ciety of  any  kind  in  the  Union.  For  his  own  part, 
he  was  very  far  from  wanting  to  censure  any  set  of 
men  for  their  political  opinions. 

Mr.  Parker  seconded  the  motion  for  striking 
out,  but  he  would  not  consent  to  the  insertion  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Giles. 

Mr.  Sbogwick  thought  that  the  amendment 
stands  better  as  it  is  at  present. 

Mr.  Venable  said,  that  there  was  a  paper  on 
that  table,  (he  referred  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Ha- 
milton to  the  President,)  which  showed  that 
the  combinations  in  the  western  counties  began 
their  existence  at  the  very  same  time  with  the 
Excise  law  itself.  It  was,  therefore,  entirely  im- 
proper to  ascribe  them  to  Democratic  societies. 
Should  Government,  said  Mr.  V.,  eome  forward 
and  show  their  imbecility  by  censuring  what  H*e 
cannot  punish  1  The  people  have  a  right  to  think 
and  a  right  to  speak.  I  am  not  afraid  to  speak  my 
sentiments.  I  api  not  afraid  of  being  called  a  dis- 
organizer.  I  am,  as  much  as  any  gentleman  in  this 
Committee,  a  friend  to  regular  government 

Mr.  Dexter  believed  that  such  societies  were,  in 
themselves,  wrong,  but  he  was  still  not  for  making 
laws  against  them.  He  had,  however,  numerous 
objccUons  to  their  conduct  One  of  these  was, 
that  they  erected  themselves  into  a  model  for  the 
rest  of  their  fellow-citizens  to  copy.  The  great 
principle  of  Republicanism  was,  that  the  minority 
should  submit  to  the  will  of  the  majority.  But 
these  people  have  elevated  themselves  into  tyrants. 
Such  societies  are  proper  in  a  country  where  Go- 
vernment is  despotic,  but  it  is  improper  that  such 
societies  should  exist  in  a  free  country  like  the 
United  States,  and  hence  Mr.  D.  was  a  friend  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  FiTZSiHONS.  It 
had  been  said,  that  it  was  unusual  to  give  opin- 
ions of  this  kind,  but,  in  reality  the  House  were 
in  the  practice  of  expressing  their  sentiments  on 
matters  of  that  sort,  in  such  addresses  as  the  one 
now  before  them.  Mr.  D.  was  decidedly  against 
the  amendment  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Giles. 

Mr.  Nicholas. — Gentlemen  have  brought  us 
into  a  discussion,  and  then  say  we  must  decide  as 
they  please,  in  deference  to  the  President.  This 
is  the  real  ground  and  foundation  of  their  argu- 
ments. But  who  started  this  question  1  If  the 
gentlemen  have  brought  themselves  into  a  diffi- 
culty with  regard  to  the  President,  by  their  par- 
ticipation in  proposing  votes  of  censure,  which 
they  cannot  carry  through,  they  have  only  to  blame 
themselves.  Is  it  expected,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  I  am 
to  abandon  my  independence  for  the  sake  of  the 
President?  He  never  intended  that  we  should 
take  any  such  notice  of  his  reference  to  these  so- 
cieties; but  if  the  popularity  of  the  President 
has,  in  the  present  case,  been  committed,  let  those 
who  have  hatched  this  thing,  and  who  have  brought 
it  forward,  answer  for  the  consequences.  This 
whole  question  turns  upon  a  matter  oi  fact,  which 
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ought  to  be  proved/  viz :  Have  the  Democratic 
societies  been  one'^of  the  principal  causes  of-  the 
Western  insurrection  ?  This  is  a  matter  of  fact, 
or  otherwise,  and^it  depends  upon  direct  evidence. 
But,  how  do  geudemen  handle  'this  question? 
They  digress  into  abstract  propositions,  a  thing 
sever  heard  of  before,  where  a  matter  of  fact  was 
to  be  proved.  I  say,  where  direct  proof  is  wanted, 
we  see  gentlemen  standing  on  the  floor  for  half  an 
hour  together,  without  attempting  to  advance  a 
single  fact  in  support  of  their  assertions ;  yet  this 
is  the  only  admissible  kind  of  evidence  that  the 
societies  are  from  their  nature  unfriendly  to  the 
Federal  Government. 

Hr.  N.  then  adverted  to  a  remark  which  had 
been  made,  that  libels  were  daily  prosecuted  in  this 
country,  from  which  it  was  inferred  that  calum- 
nious attacks  on  Government  were  the  jyst  objects 
of  reprehension.  Mr.  N.  said,  that  the  comparison 
was  not  fair,  because  in  a  case  of  libel,  the  parties 
acpused  have  a  proper  opportunity  to  defend  them- 
selves. Have  these  people  here,  Tthe  Democratic 
societies)  any  such  opportunity?  It  has  been  al- 
leged, as  a  crime  against  them,  that  they  have 
never  once  published  any  approbation  of  any  mea- 
sure of  Government  Mr.  N.  argued  that  this 
arose  .from  the  very  nature  of  their  institution, 
which  was  to  watch  the  errors  of  the  Legislature 
and  Executive,  and  point  out  to  the  public  what 
they  considered  to  be  mistakes.  Faults  were  the 
only  kind  of  facts  which  they  were  in  quest  of. 
Here  Mr.  N.  drew  a  material  distinction.  If  these 
societies  had  censured  every  proceeding  of  Govern- 
ment, there  would  have  been  the  greatest  reason  for 
taking  some  measures.  But  what  was  the  cane? 
As  to  an  immense  number  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Executive  and  Legislature,  they  had  taken  no 
notice  whatever. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  thought  that  the  President 
would  have  been  defective  in  his  duty,  had  he 
omitted  to  mention  what  he  religiously  believed 
to  be  true,  viz :  that  the  Democratic  societies  had 
in  a  great  measure  originated  the  late  disturbances. 
It  was  the  indispensable  duty  of  the  President  to 
speak  as  he  had  spoken.  The  present  amendment, 
[of  Mr.  FiTZSiMONS]  would  have  a  tendency  to 
plunge  these  societies  into  contempt,  and  to  sink 
them  still  further  into  abhorrence  and  detestation. 
He  pronounced  them  to  be  illicit  combinations. 
One  gentleman  [Mr.  Nicholas]  tells  you,  that  he 
despises  them  most  heartily.  Another  HMr.  Ly- 
man] says  that  they  begin  to  repent  Will  the 
American  people  perversely  propose  to  shoulder  and 
bolster  np  these  despised  and  repenting  societies, 
which  are  now  tumbling  into  dust  and  contempt? 
Their  conduct  differed  as  far  from  a  fair  and  hon- 
orable investigation,  as  Christ  and  Belial.  They 
were  men  prowling  in  the  dark.  God  is  my  judge, 
said  Mr.  S.  that  I  would  not  wish  to  check  a  lair 
diacuBBion. 

One  gentleman  [Mr.  McDowell]  had  told  the 
Committee,  that  the  Assumption  and  Funding 
transactions  were  a  cause  of  public  discontent  U 
has  been  the  trick  of  ihese  people  to  make  this 
assertion.  They  have  said  that  the  Funding  Sys- 
tem is  a  mass  of  favoritism,  for  the  purpose  of 


erecting  an  oppressive  aristocracy,  and  a  paper 
nobility.  There  is  not  a  man  among  tbem,  wfas 
is  able  to  write,  and  who  does  not  know  that  tban 
assertions  are  false.  As  to  the  assamption  uf  tht 
debts  of  individual  States,  it  has  been  aud  that  tfaii 
measure  was  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  maksif 
up  a  large  debt  There  was  no  such  thing.  Be» 
fore  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution,  of  vloch 
Mr.  S.  considered  the  Funding  and  Assamptioa 
Systems  to  be  essential  jyceliminarieo,  the  credit 
and  commerce  of  America  w^  declining  or  gooe 
The  States  were  disameing  at  borne,  aod  die 
American  name  was  disgraced  abroad.  It  «a 
not  to  be  supposed  that  every  one  of  the  measBm 
of  the  new  Government  could  please  every  bodf. 
Among  the  rest,  excise  was  objected  to  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress ;  but  at  last  the  good  sense  af 
the  people  acquiesced.  At  this  crisis,  a  foreiga 
agent  (Uenet)  landed  at  Cbarieston.  On  hk  wtj 
to  this  city,  he  was  attended  by  the  bosannahs  i 
all  the  disaffected.  He  did  the  ntmoat  misrhkf 
that  was  in  his  power ;  and  in  consequence  of  kk 
efforts,  Democratic  societies  sprung  np.  Mr.  Sl 
here  gave  a  particular  account  of  some  proceed- 
ings of  a  society  in  Virginia,  of  more  than  es«l 
boldness.  He  quoted  some  of  their  expressioDs  re- 
lative to  a  very  illustrio|is  character,  the  PaEsiDKr?, 
and  added  that  perhaps  the  individaals  who  com- 
posed this  society  were  in  themselves  too  despi- 
cable to  deserve  any  notice  in  this  place.  He  did 
not  know  whether  they  were  or  not  [Mr.  Su  was 
here  interrupted  by  a  member  from  Virginia,  lad 
an  explanation  ensued.] 

He  then  returned  to  the  subject  of  excise.  He 
said  that  it  was  to  be  noticed,  and  he  procJainwd 
it  here,  that  antecedent  to  the  Democratk  societKs 
making  their  appearance,  the  flame  of  diaeooteot 
seemed  smothered.  But  these  men  told  the  people 
that  they  would  be  slaves.  Was  not  this  wron^? 
They  should  have  told  wliat  was  well  done  as  well 
as  ill  done.  From  Portland,  in  Maine,  to  the  other 
end  of  the  Continent,  have  they  ever  approved  of 
one  single  act?  They  have  scrutinized  with  eagle 
eves  into  every  fault  Whom  are  we  to  tnut, 
them,  or  the  man  that,  more  than  any  other  honuo 
man  ever  did,  possesses  the  affection  of  a  whole 
people?  The  question  is,  shall  we  support  the 
Constitution  or  not  ? 

Mr.  McDowell  rose  to  make  an  apology  for 
some  words  which  had  escaped  him  the  day  be- 
fore. He  did  not  expect  to  have  been  so  smartly 
handled.  He  had  been  forcibly  struck  at  tbe  time, 
and  had  spoken  from  a  momentary  impolae.  In 
substance,  however,  he  adhered  to  all  his  former 
allegations.  He  still  persisted  in  believing  that  the 
excise  laws  were  shapen  in  darkness.  He  apolo- 
gized for  some  part  of  his  heat,  from  having  seeo 
and  suffered  so  much  by  despotic  Government  du- 
ring the  last  war  in  which  this  gentleman  supported 
the  character  of  a  brave  and  able  o£Bcer. 

Mr.  Hillhouse  approved  of  the  amendment  as 
proposed  by  Mr.  FrrzsiMCWS.  Constituents  made 
no  scruple  to  tell  Representatives  of  their  faolta, 
and  he  saw  no  reason  why  Representatives  might 
not  tell  constituents  of  theirs  ?  The  resoiutiooi 
of  Democratic  sociedes  printed  in  newspapers,  had 
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rited  up  the  people  hi  the  Western  counties  to 
istance^  Thejr  had  weeklj  tkncied  that  the 
lerican  nation  would  not  stand  by  their  Ck>nsti* 
ion  and  thehr  pRBsromr.  But  for  the  publics* 
D  of  these  resolutions,  there  would  have  been 
insurrection.  This  was  a  piece  of  information 
licfa  the  people  of  the  Unit^  States  had  a  right 
enow.  It  was  the  dutj  of  that  House  to  let  them 
ow  it  The  Prbsidvnt  had  done  his  duty.  Mr. 
did  not  consider  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Fitz- 
loHs  as  an  mdiscriminate  censure  leveHed  at 
ese  societies ;  he  thought  it  only  a  suitable  an- 
er  to  a  part  of  the  PnisromT's  Speech. 
Mr.  Parkbb  concluded  this  Ions  debate  by  the 
lowing  remarks.  He  did  not  think  that  iKimo- 
Uic  societies  wer9  so  far  to  blame  as  had  been 
lagined.  He  suspected  that  the  President  him- 
H  for  whose  character  and  services  he  feH  as 
aeh  respect  and  grailitude  as  any  roan  in  Ame- 
a,  had  been  misinformed  on  this  point  It  would 
(  absurd  to  say,  that  the  Western  disturbances 
iginated  from  the  pablications  of  Democratic 
cieties,  if  it  oouM  be  proved  to  the'  satisftetion 
'  the  committee,  that  such  distorbances  had  he- 
rn, long  before  any  of  the  associations  alluded  to 
id  a  being.  To  prove  this  position,  Mr.  P.  de- 
red  that  the  Clerk  might  r^  a  passage  from  the 
tCer  on  that  affaii;  written  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  and 
btch  has  already  been  published  in  all  the  news*- 
ipersi  The  Clerk  accordingly  read  a  part  of  the 
tter,  from  which  Mr.  P.  inferred  that  his  inference 
18  incontestable,  and  he  then  stated  the  absurdity 
r  making  the  Democratic  publications  the  origin  of 
discontent  which  existed  before  them.  He  was 
itkfied  that  the  Presidbkt  did  not  wish  this 
inng  echoed ;  and  that  he  would  entirely  disap- 
roTe  of  the  proposed  persecution.  Mr.  P.  said, 
bat  he  had  the  honor  of  being  an  honorary  mem- 
«r  of  a  Democratic  society.  Personally  he  knew 
lotbing  of  the  gentlemen,  but  he  understood  that 
bey  were  respectable  charaeten;  and  that  they 
rere  friends  to  good  order  and  the  Federal  Qo- 
trnment,  there  could  be  no  question,  for  when 
be  Embargo  was  kid  last  spring,  and  some  ves- 
leli  had  been  attempting  to  get  off,  these  vigilant 
stixens  armed  and  embodied  themselves  and  pre- 
nnted  the  execution  of  the  design.  With  all  hu 
"tflpect  for  the  Prs5iime9t,  he  was  not  to  nve  up 
^  opinions  for  the  sake  of  any  man.  He  was 
MKiTinced  that  all  this  violent  deckmation  and 
irritation  in  the  House  would  do  a  great  deal  of 
ouschie^  and  wonM  have  an  effect  exactly  the  re- 
^ene  of  what  was  designed  by  the  amendment  as 
it  first  stood.  A  gentleman  [Mr.  Dexter]  had 
spoken  of  town  meetings,  as  the  proper  vehk^rles 
for  the  communication  of  politieal  idm,  and  had 
^▼n  a  comparison  between  these  and  Demo- 
mic  sodetiesL  Mr.  P.  requested  that  it  might  be 
noticed,  that  in  the  Southern  States  ttiere  neither 
^^ere  nor  could  be  such  things  as  town  meetinm 
^^^emiae  the  population  was  tcM  thin  and  too  wido- 
^jcattered.  Ther  were,  therefore,  to  make  the 
oest  of  it  whfeh  they  could,  and  meet  and  delibe* 
^  no  matter  where,  whenever  they  found  a  con- 
venient opportunity.  Mr.  P.  expressed,  in  strong 
tcnns,  the  awsioii  that  his  constitneQta  would 


feel  to  this  species  of  oenaorabip.  He  concluded 
with  these  words:  **They  love  your  Government 
much,  but  they  love  their  independence  more.'' 

The  questkm  was  then  called  for  on  striking  out 
the  word,  "  self-created"  from  the  new  amendment 
of  Mr.  Frrzsiiffoifa  For  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Giles,  ayes  47,  noes  46.  This  amendment,  wis^ 
therefore,  ndoptcd, 

Mr.  Gnxs  then  proposed  an  amendment,  after 
the  words,  "combinations  of  men,"  by  adding,  *^in 
the  four  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania." 

Mr.  Hartcbt  said,  that  the  gentleman  should 
have  added,  **and  a  county  in  Virginia."  This 
amendment  of  Mr.  Giles  was  refected. 

The  Committee  now  rose  and  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  House. 


Wednesday,  November  2d» 

An  engrossed  bill,  extending  the  privilege  of 
franking  to  James  White,  the  Delegate  from  the 
Southwestern  Territory,  and  making  provisioo  for 
bis  compensation,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  bofore  the  House  a  Letter, 
signed  Oliver  Wolcott,  jr.,  on  behalf  of  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  with  estimates 
of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  impropriated  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1795 ;  also  statements  of  the 
application  of  certain  sums  of  money  granted  by 
law;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  tbo 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

**  RMolvtdt  That  a  eonunittee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  increaae  the  pay,  and  regulate  the  other  A- 
lowanoes  hereafter  to  oe  given  to  non-commiMkmed 
officers,  mosiciaDs,  and  privates,  of  the  troops  on  the 
Military  Establiabmeot  of  the  United  States^  and  of  the 
MiUtia,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and  to  ascertain 
the  time  when  the  pay  of  the  Militia  shall,  in  future, 
commence ;  and  to  make  further  and  more  ample  pro- 
vision for  the  pay  of  the  Militia  on  the  present  expedi- 
tion to  Port  Pitt  :• 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motioi\  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan 
for  the  better  or^nizing,  arming,  and  disciplioing 
the  mUitia  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Pas- 
BiDBNT  to  call  out  and  station  a  corps  of  militia  in 
the  four  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a 
limited  time ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  haa 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
several  amendmente  thereto ;  which  were  severally 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments^ be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

TEOi  PREsmEsrra  speech. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amen^ 
ments  reported  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Ad- 
dress to  the  President  or  the  Uiotbd  Statbi,  in 
answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses. 
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The  Speaker  read  that  amendment,  in  which  the 
words  self-created  societies  and  had  been  yesterday 
expunged,  after  a  long  debate,  and  upon  the 
motion  of  itr.  Giles,  from  an  amendment  of  Mr. 

FiTZSIMONS. 

A  pause  of  a  few  minutes  ensued.  At  last  Mr. 
Datton  rose  and  said,  that  if  nobody  else  would 
make  the  motion  he  should  make  it,  for  replacing 
the  words  self-ereated  societies  and  in  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Address. 

Mr.  Rutherford  declared  that  he  would  op* 
pose  these  words  to  the  last  If  the  Democratic 
societies  spoke  nonsense,  people  would  despise 
them.  If  they  spoke  otfierwise,  the  people  would 
esteem  them,  in  defiance  of  any  vote  of  censure  of 
that  House.  The  people  do  not  look  on  them  with 
a  great  deal  of  reverence,  but  still  they  wish  to 
hear  them.  By  the  turn  which  the  debate  has 
now  taken,  if  any  man  is  in  favor  of  these  societies, 
the  President  is  drawn  aeross  his  face.  All  the 
jealousies  with  regard  to  the  attachment  of  the 
people  are  mere  nonsense.  In  the  district  which 
Mr.  R.  represents,  there  was  not  a  single  Demo- 
cratic society.  But  these  societies  contain  many 
valuable  and  excellent  characters.    It  answers  no 

Surpose,  then,  to  pass  votes  of  this  kind.  Perhaps 
democratic  societies  have  sometimes  done  wrong, 
but  this  was  not  a  proper  foundation  for  condemn- 
ing them  in  whole.  Every  Qovernment  under 
Heaven  hath  a  tendency  to  degenerate  into  tyran- 
ny. Let  the  people  then  speak  out  Why  not  let 
them  speak  outf  What  occasion  is  there  for  all 
this  alarm  among  the  stockholders?  A  man  fi&lls 
from  his  horse,  and,  while  stunned  by  the  blow, 
he  says  to  his  neighbor,  is  not  the  universe  fallen  ? 
Just  so  the  paper-holders  have  got  a  small  alarm 
about  their  stock  on  account  of  this  war,  and  in 
their  fright  imagine  that  the  Continent  is  ready 
for  an  insurrection.  He  repeatedly  observed,  in 
the  coarse  of  his  remarks,  that  the  country  was  in 
a  state  of  the  greatest  prosperity  and  tranquility, 
if  gentlemen  would  not  rouse  them  with  the  pre- 
sent idle  motion,  from  which  he  boded  no  good 
consequence.  He  repeatedly  affirmed  that  all  was 
well. 

Mr.  Daytok  inquired  whether  all  could  be  well, 
when  it  had  been  requisite  to  raise  an  army  of  fif- 
teen thousand  men  to  quell  a  rebellion  ?  Was  it  a 
mark  of  that  universal  tranquility  and  satisfaction 
of  which  the  gentleman  spoke,  that  an  hundred 
and  fifty  men  were  now  prisoners,  and  about  to  be 
tried  for  high  treason?  Could  all  be  well  in  a 
country  from  whence  large  bodies  of  men  had  lately 
fled  in  a  state  of  rebellion  ?  He  understood  that 
the  Democratic  societies  had  been  given  up  by  all 
the  members,  as  at  any  rate  contemptible  and  use- 
less, if  not  pernicious 

Mr.  Gn.Es  declared  that  he  felt  his  situat^n  ex- 
tremely delicate.  On  one  hand  it  was  highly 
painful  to  differ  from  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question.  It  was  likewise  extremely 
disagreeable  to  be  engaged  in  saying  anything  that 
might  seem  to  thwart  the  sentiments  of  the  Pre- 
sident, or  imply  any  want  of  deference  or  polite- 
ness for  so  eminent  a  character.  He  had  en- 
deavored to  show  that  the  Prbsidsnt  really  never 


wanted  or  wished  for  any  echo  of  this  mtn^ 
and  he  was  still  convinced  that  such  was  the  &1 
He  was  desirous  for  conciliation,  bat  be  neiSj 
could  attempt  to  purchase  it,  by  an  abandonnnrt^ 
of  opinion,  without  conviction  that  he  wai  wroa^ 
He  now  saw  evidently  that  conciliation  could  «t 
be  obtained.  He  had  done  evexything  in  kg 
power  to  obtain  the  best  information.  He  hil 
listened  attentively  to  all  sides,  and  if  convidisi 
had  come  home  to  his  mind,  he  would  haven* 
nounoed  the  alteration  of  his  sentiments.  Tben 
was  one  circumstance  in  particular  whidi  p» 
suaded  him  that  the  arguments  employed  on  ihi 
opposite  side  were  erroneous,  which  was,  that«» 
tlemen,  who  on  other  topics  had  been  dear  wk 
logical,  could  not,  on  this  subject,  bring  tbeeksehu 
to  any  definite  construction.  At  the  same  tia% 
after  hearing  so  many  eloquent  harangues  for  tif 
days  past,  he  could  not  suspect  them  for  any  wnt 
of  natural  ingenuity.  One  member,  [Mr.  ^k» 
RAY,]  had  inveighed  against  all  societies,  bat  itIm 
pushed  hard,  he  excepted  the  Republican  Soddf 
of  Baltimore.  A  gentleman  from  Maasachosetli 
had  included  them  all  in  one  general  sireep  of 
reprobation.  [Here  Mr.  Dbxtbr  rose,  and  »» 
quired  if  Mr.  Giles  meant  him.  He  received  &r 
answer  that  he  was  not  meant  Mr.  SsDowia 
was  the  gentleman  referred  to^  and  he  explumd 
that  all  the  societies  of  this  sort  which  he  ever 
heard  of  had  done  mischief;  and  as  to  the  Ballh 
more  Republican  Society,  he  learned  yesterdi^ 
for  the  first  time,  that  such  a  body  had  an  tsA^ 
ence.  Further  about  them  he  could  not  sa^J 
After  this  interruption,  Mr.  Gilbs  reverted  to  aa 
examination  of  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Mo 
RAT.  That  gentleman  had  declared  that  he  iroall 
dress  the  press,  [Here  Mr.  Murbat  slopped  Mc 
Giles  by  denying  that  he  ever  said  any  sodi 
thing.]  Mr.  Giles  declared  that  he  was  sony  if 
he  had  misquoted  him.  He  should  be  happy  tD 
be  interrupted  by  any  member  whom  he  nugbt 
happen  to  misquote.  He  was  glad  to  be  set  ligbt 
Mr.  MuRRAT  then  repeated  the  words  whidi  ke 
had  used,  or  rather  part  of  theoL  Mr.  M.  said, 
that  he  was  sorry  for  having  expressed  himself  ia 
such  a  way  as  to  be  liable  to  be  misinterpreted, 
but  sometimes  it  was  difficult  to  avoid  aa  am- 
biguity or  incompleteness  of  expression.  [In  the 
notes  of  the  reporter  of  the  sketch  of  yesterday, 
the  whole  sentence  as  pronounced  by  Mr.  Muajur, 
stands  as  follows :  "  The  rights  of  the  press  oof bt 
not  to  be  freely  handled.  The  probe  that  would 
reach  the  bottom  of  the  sore,  might  give  a  spasm 
to  the  finest  nerve  in  the  oiigans  of  freedom.  Wt 
may  point  out  the  sore  to  our  constituents,  and 
though  it  might  be  an  empiricism  to  cut  it  oat,  ire 
may  give  it  an  emollient  dressing,  and  trust  to  the 
soundness  of  the  National  Constitution,  tod  the 
regimen  of  reflection  for  the  cure.**  We  have  here 
inserted  this  passage  of  Mr.  Mvrrat'b  speech  of 
yesterday,  in  justice  to  that  gentieman,  because  it 
seemed  evident  this  day,  that  he  himself  coold  not 
distinctly  recollect  it;  and  on  this  passage  it  was 
that  Mr.  Giles  founded  his  affirmation  that  Mr. 
Murray  wanted  to  dress  the  press,] 
Mr.  Giles  proceeded  to  draw  a  parallel  between 
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I  is  now  endeayored  to  be  done  in  the  House 
^preaentatiyes,  and  what  has  lately  been  done 
ranee.     When  once  the  business  of  denuncia- 

begins,  nobody  can  tell  where  it  will  end. 
espierre,  its  great  progenitor,  has  been  its  yic- 

and  who  can  tell  w&t  kind  of  retorts  may 
ittempted  in  America.  The  idea  is  not  new ; 
has  always,  in  the  end,  led  to  the  destruction 
tie  parties  who  were  its  authors.  Mr.  G.  then 
irted  to  the  style  of  eloquence  that  has  lately 
I  introduced  into  this  place.    We  haye  had 

days  of  declamation.  Lookinc  at  Mr.  Sano- 
K,  he  said,  that  one  would  think  Demosthenes 

Cicero  had  risen  from  the  dust,  and  reyisiied 
earth  to  inculcate  their  iayorite  maxim  of 
io  I  Actio !  He  was  sorry  to  say,  what  he 
«d  was  true,  that  there  was  at  least  as  much 
sooal  irritation,  as  deliberate  judgment,  em- 
fed  on  this  question,  and  more  he  doubted  of 

former  than  of  the  latter, 
rhe  House  had  proposed  to  denounce  the  Demo- 
tic  societies.  It  was  impossible  to  see  where 
h  a  business  might  end ;  perhaps  the  Democrats, 
en  they  got  uppermost,  would  denounce  the 
i-Democrata.  Mr.  G.  said  that  he  employed 
5  la»t  term,  because  the  term  of  Aristocrats 
uld,  he  belieyed,  be  unacceptable  to  eyery  party 

the  Union.  The  present  amendment  con- 
inded  the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  Many 
lye  men  had  stepped  forward  from  these  societies 

the  present  occasion.  Indeed  there  were  no 
oofs  that  any  members  of  these  societies  had 
en  guilty.  The  Baltimore  Kepublican  Society 
ire  among  the^yery  first  who  took  up  arms  to 
ppress  the  insurrection,  and,  if  Mr.  G.  was  not 
isinformed,  many  of  the  Philadelphia  Demo- 
ftU  had  done  the  same.  The  impropriety,  there- 
re,  of  this  yote  of  censure,  would  strike  all 
tnerica.  .  Mr.  G.  remarked,  that  he  would  be 
try  glad  to  know  what  Congress  would  say  to 
ij  gentleman,  a  member  of  a  Democratic  so- 
ety,  who  had  gone  to  suppress  the  Western  in- 
irrection.  He  wished  for  leaye  of  the  Commit- 
e  to  personify  such  a  man.  "  I  am,**  said  he,  "  a 
yember  of  a  Democratic  society.  I  am  likewise 
member  of  a  Republican  society.  The  moment 
At  I  heard  of  the  Western  insurrection,  I  took 
p  my  musket  as  a  yolunteer,  and  marched  three 
SDdred  miles  to  suppress  the  insurrection.**  Mr. 
i.  could  giye  the  address,  but  he  was  altogether  at 

loss  for  what  sort  of  answer  could  be  made  to 
ach  a  gentleman.  It  had  been  said,  that  when 
•eople  censured  the  House,  that  the  House  were 
Qtitled  to  return  the.  compliment  by  censuring 
^m.  This  position  Mr.  G.  denied.  No,  sir,  said 
^  the  public  haye  a  right  to  censure  us,  and  if^e 
tave  not  a  right  to  censure  Uiem.  We  haye  a 
itle,  18  indiyiduals,  but  when  we  undertake  this 
)QsiQe8s  in  the  shape  of  a  Legislatiye  body,  we 
^  «8  much  a  aelf-created  society,  as  any  Demo- 
tic club  in  the  Union.  We  are  neither  au- 
thorized by  the  Constitution,  nor  paid  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  for  assuming  the  office 
af  ceosorsbip.  Look  into  the  Constitution.  We 
^  aothori^  to  legislate,  but  will  gentlemen 
iboir  me  a  dauie  authorising  us  to  pass  yotes  of 


censure,  or,  aboye  all,  to  psss  yotes  of  censure  and 
reprobation  on  our  constituents?  Sir,  if  such  a 
clause  had  been  inserted  in  the  Constitution,  it 
neyer  would  haye  gone  through.  The  people  neyer 
would  haye  suffered  it  Mr.  G.  here. enlarged  on 
the  impropriety  of  wasting  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  treasure  of  the  United  States  on 
three  or  four  words  of  an  Address.  It  was  said, 
that  tliis  was  a  delicate  subject  Why,  then,  med- 
dle with  it  ?  We  are  leaymg  the  majesty  of  the 
people  behind  us  by  this  kind  of  trifling.  Gentle- 
men express  their  attachment  to  the  liWty  of  the 
press,  and  they  affirm  that  by  this  yote  of  censure 
they  will  not  encroach  upon  it  The  distinction 
is  extremely  minute  between  the  office  of  a  cen- 
sor and  that  of  a  legislator.  It  is  likely  that  they 
may  be  yery  soon  confounded  together. 

Mr.  G.  requested  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  obri- 
ous  consequences  of  what  they  were  doing.  It 
had  been  said  that  this  yote  of  censure  would  sink 
the  societies — they  were  tumbling  into  dust  and 
contempt  Why,  in  the  newspapers  of  this  yery 
morning,  a  meeting  was  adyertised  for  to-morrow 
night  This  was  the  natural  progress  of  things. 
Here  Mr.  G.  explained  the  apparent  prospect  that 
the  newspapers  will  presently  be  suffocated  with 
columns  of  yotes,  resolutions,  and  epistolary  lum- 
ber of  all  sorts.  He  then  stated  an  important  dis- 
tinction. Many  people  who  condemn  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Democratic  societies,  yet  will  not 
choose  to  see  them  diyested  of  the  inalienable 
priyilege  of  thinking,  of  speaking,  of  writing,  and 
of  printing.  Persons  may  condemn  the  abuse  in 
exercising  a  right,  and  yet  feel  the  strongest  sym* 
pathy  with  the  right  itself.  Are  not  Muir  and 
Palmer,  and  the  other  martyrs  of  Scotch  despot- 
ism, toasted  from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  the 
other?  And  why  is  it  so?  These  men  asserted 
the  right  of  thinking,  of  speaking,  of  writing,  and 
of  printing.  Yet  eyen  their  treatment,  shocking 
as  it  was,  did  not  come  quite  up  to  that  proposed 
in  the  Committee  for  the  Democratic  societies ; 
for  eyen  these  people  had  at  least  the  semblance 
of  a  trial,  but  the  Democratic  societies  haye  not 
eyen  that  There  is  only  one  pappr  on  the  table  that 
brings  any  eridence  on  the  subject,  and  that  paper 
expressly  tells  us  that  the  seeds  of  the  Western  in- 
surrection were  planted  by  the  yery  first  introduc- 
tion of  the  Excise  law,  tliat  is  to  say,  some  years 
before  the  Democratic  societies  had  a  being.  The 
Excise  and  the  opposition  to  it  began  tether. 
The  Democratic  societies,  when  they  heard  of 
the  insurrection,  concurred  in  a  most  explicit  re- 
probation of  it,  and  published  their  resolutions  to 
that  purpose.  Mr.  G.  said  t||at  he  himself  could 
not  be  said  to  haye  an  ayersion  to  excise,  for  he 
had  been  a  friend  to  the  principle,  and  bad  only 
yoted  Igainst  the  law  itself  because  it  was  not 
restrict^  to  a  limited  time.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  he 
had  been  an  ol]gect  of  calumny,  misrepresentation, 
and  abuse ;  but  this  should  not  hinder  him  from 
proceeding  in  the  direct  line  of  consdous  recti- 
tude. He  should  always  preserye  that  dignity  of 
conduct,  to  treat  abuse  with  silent  contempt. 

I  haye  been,  said  Mr.  G.,  and  I  still  am  dissatis- 
fied with  the  Funding  System.    Its  object,  at  first 
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was  to  divide  the  people  of  the  United  States  into 
two  classes,  debtors  and  creditors.  Let  us  have 
the  pririlege  of  honestly  paying  this  Debt  This 
is  the  sore,  and  it  is  no  wonder  8  the  patient  some- 
times winces  under  it  Pay  off  the  Public  Debt, 
and  I  assure  you  that  my  censures  of  Qovemment 
shall  be  at  an  end.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  he  had  felt 
a  pain  in  differing  from  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question.  He  pressed  the  idea 
upon  their  attention.  He  quoted  that  passage  in 
the  Speech  which  has  already  been  cited,  in  a 
former  sketch  of  this  debate,  by  Mr.  Nicbolas, 
and  where  the  Prbsidbmt  addresses  himself  to 
every  description  of  citizens.  Mr.  G.  inferred  that 
the  President  did  not  wish  Congress  to  inter- 
meddle in  the  business.  It  was  not  them,  but  the 
people  to  whom  he  addressed  himself,  and  whom 
he  wished  to  become  censors.  He  was,  therefore, 
consistent  widx  the  President;  but,  even  had  he 
differed  from  so  great  an  authority,  he  enjoyed 
the  consolation  of  having  come  forward  to  oppose 
the  very  first  step  made  in  America  to  curb  public 
opinion.  It  had  yesterday  been  alleged^  as  the 
▼er^  worst  trait  in  the  character  of  Democratic 
societies,  that  they  began  their  business  after 
dinner,  bolted  their  doors,  and  voted  in  the  dark. 
This  was  a  very  alarming  and  detestable  species 
of  conduct !  Whether  the  accnsation  were  true, 
or  not,  Mr.  G.  could  not  tell  from  personal  know- 
ledge, for  he  knew  nothing  about  these  societies, 
but  from  rept>rt  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  (pointing 
t»  the  roof  of  the  room,)  is  there  no  other  place 
where  people  bolt  their  doors,  and  vote  in  the 
dark  ?  Is  there  not  a  branch  of  our  L^islature 
which  transacts  its  business  in  this  way?  And, 
while  things  are  so,  does  it  become  us  to  censure 
other  people  for  voting  in  the  dark  ?  We  have 
been  dirawn  into  this  thing  as  a  point  of  deference 
and  politeness  to  the  PiiEsiDBirr;  and,  because 
nothing  could  give  Mr.  G.  greater  pain  than  even 
an  appearance  of  differing  from  the  President, 
be  could  wish  that  nothing  of  this  kind  should 
appear  upon  the  Journals^  but  that  an  explicit  vote 
might  be  avoided  by  the  previous  question.  He 
had  wished  for  an  accommodation,  but  gentlemen 
had  gol  on  the  preeemg  tyetejn^  and  nothing  less 
than  all  which  they  wanted  would  content  them. 
No  accommodation  was,  in  their  eyes,  admissible. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  his  speech  by  declaring,  that 
if  he  had,  upon  the  present  occasion,  overstepped 
the  bounds  of  his  habitual  calmness,  he  was  sorry 
for  it,  and  wished  to  apologiae  to  the  Committee ; 
but  that  his  warmth  arose  from  his  profbund  as^ 
ftonishment  at  the  imprudence  of  agitating  the 
present  amendment^  Whatever  might  be  the  style 
of  his  delivery,  he  nad  not  uttered  a  single  idea 
which  was  not  produced  by  deliberate  rdSection 
and  by  honest  conviction. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  thought  that  speakers  had  wan- 
dered from  their  proper  line  of  argument  If  any 
bystander  had  come  into  the  House,  to  hear  the 
debates  of  this  day,  without  a  previous  knowledge 
of  the  point  in  dispute,  It  would  have  been  impos- 
sible for  him  even  to  conjecture  what  question  was 
before  the  Committee.  It  had  been  said,  that  we 
ought  not  to  censure  where  we  cannot  punish. 


By  the  same  rule,  we  ought  not  to  approve  where 
we  eannot  reward.  It  was  urged,  that,  if  Demo- 
cratic societies  are  tmlawfiil,  we  ought  to  panish 
them ;  but,  if  otherwise,  we  ought  to  let  them 
alone.  Mr.  B.  denied  thift  axiom.  Many  things 
were  extremely  deserving  of  censure,  whicb  if 
was  impossible  to  punish.  He  stated,  as  a  point 
in  law,  that  if  a  person  were  to  call  him  a  nscal 
and  a  villain,  an  action  would  not  lie,  unless  he 
couki  specify  an  injury  suflbred  by  this  assertion. 
He  employed  as  an  argument,  against  the  wbde 
opposition  to  the  original  amendn^nt,  that  do  so> 
cieties  were  included  in  this  censure  but  such  as 
were  guilty.  Self-created  societies  had  done  sach 
and  such  a  thing ;  but  the  President  neither  s^d, 
nor  intended  to  say,  nor  was  it  possible  to  mists. 
terpret  his>  words  into  an  intention  of  saying,  that 
all  self^nreated  societies  had  been  partners  in  ex- 
citing the  Western  insurrection.  The  amendment, 
therefore,  included  nothing  Kke  an  indiscriminate 
censure,  for  it  was  levelled  only  at  the  guilty.  Tbe 
whole  reasoning,  therefbre,  of  the  gentleman,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  questk>n,  was  entirelj  oot 
of  place,  (jontlemeo  proceeded  upon  an  utter  mis- 
application. It  was  asked,  what  good  would  follow 
from  this  vote  of  censure  %  Mr.  R  fbresaw  sub- 
stantial advantages.  It  would  operate  as  a  warn- 
ing, both  to  the  societies  themselves  and  to  other 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Ames  were  both  up  at  the 
same  time.  The  latter  gentleman  immediately  sat 
down.  Mr.  S.  began  by  observing,  th»t  he  had  lired 
for  twenty-five  years  in  the  very  midst  of  the 
place  (Washington  county)  where  the  insorrectkm 
broke  out  He  knew  that  there  were  self^-created 
societies  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  he  like- 
wise knew  that  they  had  inflamed  the  insurrec- 
tion ;  for  some  of  the  leaders  of  those  societies  had 
likewise  been  the  leaders  of  the  riots.  The  Speech 
of  the  President,  and  the  Letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Tk'easury,  were  in  V9^rj  particular, 
strictly  true.  Mr.  S.  Imnself,  who  was  in  the 
very  midst  of  the  scene,  could  not  have  given  a 
more  candid  and  accurate  account  of  it,  than  that 
of  the  President  and  Mr.  Hamiltor.  Whether 
other  Democratieal  societies,  besides  those  in  the 
four  Western  counties  had  assisted  in  kindling 
the  disturbances,  Mr.  S.  coul3  not  say.     Their 

Eublications  we  have  all  seen^  Farther,  Mr.  S. 
new  nothine,  and  thus  far  every  member  knew 
as  much  as  himself.  Before  be  sat  down,  there 
was  one  point  which  ho  anxiously  pressed  upon 
the  House,  and  this  was^  that  these  deluded  people 
were  objects  of  real  pity.  They  were,  is  the  first 
place,  grossly  ignorant,  and  they  had  been  per- 
suaded, hj  an  utmost  diligence  of  situation,  that 
the  American  Qoi^mment  was,  even  is  theory, 
the  very  worat  in  the  world;  and  next,  that,  in 
practice,  it  was  executed  much  worse  than  aoj 
other  government  under  the  sunt.  Mr.  S.  ob> 
served,  that  when  people  bad  got  this  length  in 
absurdity,  it  was  not  diiBcnh  to  make  them  fight 
against  such  a  Qovemment 

Mr.  Ames  began  with  expressing  his  pleasure 
that  he  had  sat  down  to  give  way  to  Mr.  Scott 
to  speak ;  but  this  ^y^tj  one  must  see  was  attend- 
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rith.  &  peraonal  sacrifice :  and  it  was  manifestiy 
sad  vantage  to  bring  forward  his  obserratioxis 
LCrdiAtely  after  those  of  tkat  gentleman,  becaose 
'  -were  too  remarkable  for  their  pertinence  and 
ci^th  to  encourage  the  attempts  of  their  oppo- 
ts  to  invalidate,  or  his  own  to  enforce  them. 
ic  re«|iiested  Mr.  Giles,  and  he  urged  it  strongl j 
he  doose,  to  consider  maturely  how  large  a 
:  of  the  argument  he  had  to  answer.   Mr.  Giles 

been  oocupied  in  refuting  what  nobody  had 
trtcsd,  and  in  proving  what  nobody  had  ^aied. 
rould  appear  to  every  person,  at  a  glance,  that, 
r  so  large  a  deduction  should  be  made,  the  ad- 
Bite  of  the  amendment  would  be  left  almost 
boat  an  adversary. 

le  observed,  it  would  be  amusing,  and  not  with- 
its  uses,  to  turn  a  moment  from  the  debate,  to 
aire  what  would  be  said  of  vesterdaj's  deci- 
le Fame  already  bears  it  on  all  her  wings,  and 
•ciaims  it  with  all  her  tongues,  that  Congress 
\  been  engaged  in  trying  the  Democratic  clubs ; 
1  cariosity  stands  a  tiptoe  on  all  our  Post  Roads 

the  answer,  which  is  already  gone  forth. 
rty-seven  members  were  for  the  clubs,  and 
ty-fiye  against  them,  so  that  the  clubs  gained 
f  victory. 

Ls  this  true  ?  I  dare  appeal,  (said  Mr.  Amxs,) 
you,  sir,  and  to  every  other  patriotic  bosom, 
at  it  is  not  true  ;  a  large  majority,  and  I  mdy 
en  saj,  with  pride  and  pleasure,  almost  all  the 
ambers  who  hear  me,  despise  and  abominate  the 
lbs  as  sincerely  as  the  words  of  the  President's 
teech,  the  answer  of  the  Senate,  his  reply  to 
em,  or  the  amendment  now  before  us  can  im- 

Tit. 

How  happens  it,  that  the  real  sentiments  of  the 
ouse  are  so  mudi  misrepresented  by  the  vote  ? 
shall  be  pardoned  if  I  undertake  to  explain  this 
ligma.  Two  reasons  have  been  suggested  in 
tivate  conversation,  as  well  as  in  debate,  which 
ill  account  for  the  vote  of  yesterday,  and  which, 
Q  being  stated  and  re-examined,  will  afford  good 
lose  for  changing  it  to-day.  The  first  is,  that  we 
&ve  nothing  to  do  with  the  clubs.  We  hold 
liem  in  too  much  contempt  to  have  anything  to 
%y  to  them,  or  about  them.  They  are  not  worth 
otiee.  This  contempt  had  the  appearance  yes- 
erday  of  countenance  and  patronage. 
The  other  motive  suggested  is,  if  the  words  self- 
reated  societies  should  be  struck  out,  the  amend- 
Dent  will  still  contain  the  substance  of  the  propo- 
ition  contended  for;  which  is  to  reprobate  the 
combinations  of  men  against  law.  Tnis  descrip- 
ion  will  include  the  clubs,  as  well  as  any  other 
Ricked  combinations  that  have  liad  any  agency  in 
the  insurreetion. 

How  far  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  motives 
ought  to  influence  those  who  have  entertained 
them  to  vote  against  the  amendment  for  inserting 
the  words  **  seu-ciraated  societies  and,"  will  appear 
by  a  survey  of  the  true  posture  of  the  question. 

Here  Mr.  Ames  stated,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  President,  by  the  Constitution,  to  inform 
Congress  of  the  state  of  the  Union.  That  he  had 
accordingly  in  his  Speech  stated  the  insurrection 
and  the  causes  which  (he  thought)  had  brought  it 


on.  Amon^  them,  he  explicitly  reckons  the  self- 
created  societiea  and  combinations  of  men  to  be 
The  Senate  as  plainly  charge  that  as  one  of 


one. 


the  eauses.  The  Presidekt,  in  his  reply  to  the 
Senate,  expresses  his  high  satisfaction  that  they 
concur  wita  him  in  opinion.  Here  Mr.  A.  read 
the  nassages  in  the  Speech,  Address,  and  Answer 
to  txie  Adiress.  He  said  further,  that  an  amend- 
ment was  now  offered  to  the  House,  expressed,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  in  the  very  words  of  the  Prksi* 
DENT ;  an  objection  is  urged  against  this  amend- 
ment that  the  proposition  contained  in  it  is  not 
true  in  fact  It  is  also  said,  that  although  it  were 
true,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  liberty  to  assent  to 
it  in  our  Answer  to  the  Speech.  It  is  moreover, 
say  they,  improner,  unnecessary,  and  indecent,  to 
mention  the  self-created  societies.  The  amend- 
ment now  urged  upon  the  House  has  been  put  to 
vote  in  the  ^mmittee  of  the  Whole  House,  and 
rejected.  What  will  the  world  say,  and  that  too 
from  the  evidence  of  our  own  records,  if  we  reject 
it  again  in  the  House  ?  Will  it  not  be  proclaimed 
that  we  reject  the  motion  and  give  force  and  va- 
lidity to  the  objections  ?  Do  we  adopt  such  oljeo- 
tions?  Are  the  Committee  consenting  to  the  shame 
of  having  them  charged  upon  the  Committee  as 
the  principles  by  which  they  have  guided  our  de- 
cision ?  We  are  not,  Mr.  A.  was  sure  we  are  not ; 
for  with  a  veij  few  exceptions— I  wish  there  were 
none— both  sides  have  united  in  reprobating  the 
self-created  societies.  Surely,  then,  gentlemen 
will  not  hesitate  to  rescind  a  vote  which  is  not 
less  deceptive  than  it  is  pernicious  P  For,  if  we 
adopt  the  amendment,  it  will  appear  that  all  the 
branches  of  the  Government  are  agreed  in  senti- 
ment. If  we  reject  it,  what  will  it  proclaim  less 
than  imbecility  and  discord  ?  What  will  faction 
interpret  it  to  import  short  of  this  ?  "  The  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  have  denounced  the  self-created 
societies  alluded  to  in  the  Speech,  and  this  House 
has  stepped  forward  for  their  protection."  Besides 
the  unspeakable  dishonor  of  this  patronage,  is 
it  not  rekindling  the  fire-brands  of  sedition  P  is  it 
not  unchaining  the  demon  of  anarchy  P 

Few  as  the  apologists  of  the  dubs  have  been, 
the  solemnity  and  perseverance  of  their  appeal  to 
principles,  demand  for  it  an  examination. 

The  riffht  to  form  political  dubs  has  been  urged, 
as  if  it  nad  been  denied.  It  is  not,  however,  the 
right  to  meet,  it  is  the  abuse  of  the  right  after  they 
have  met,  that  is  charged  upon  them.  Town  meet- 
ings are  authorized  by  law,  yet  they  may  be  called 
for  seditions  or  treasonable  purposes.  The  legal 
right  of  the  voters  in  that  case  would  be  an  ag- 
gravation, not  an  excuse,  for  the  offence.  But  if 
persons  meet  in  a  dub  with  an  intent  to  obstruet 
the  laws,  their  meeting  is  no  longer  innocent  or 
legal  *,  it  is  a  crime. 

The  necessity  for  forming  dubs  has  been  alleged 
with  some  plausibility  in  tavor  of  all  the  States, 
except  New  England,  because  town  meetings  are 
little  known,  and  not  practicable  in  a  thinly  set- 
tled country.  But  if  people  have  grievances,  are 
they  to  be  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  them  only 
by  dubs  P  Clubs  may  find  out  more  complaints 
against  the  laws  than  the  sufierers  themselves  had 
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dreamed  of.  The  number  of  those  which  a  man 
will  learn  from  his  own  and  his  neighbor's  expe- 
rience will  be  quite  sufficient  for  every  salutary 
purpose  of  reform  in  the  laws,  or  of  relief  to  the 
citizens.  He  may  petition  Congress,  his  own  Re- 
presentative may  not  £eul  to  advocate,  or,  at  least, 
to  present  and  explain  his  memorial  As  a  juror, 
he  applies  the  law;  as  an  elector,  he  effectually 
controls  the  legislators.  A  really  aggrieved  man 
will  be  sure  of  sympathy  and  assistance  within 
this  body,  and  with  the  public.  The  most  zealous 
advocate  of  clubs  may  think  them  useful,  but  he 
will  not  insist  on  their  bein?  indispensably  so. 

The  plea  for  their  usefuToess  seems  to  rest  on 
their  advantage  of  meeting  for  political  informa- 
tion. The  absurdity  of  this  pretence  could  be  ex- 
posed in  a  variety  of  views.  I  shall  decline  (said 
Mr.  A.)  a  detailed  consideration  of  the  topic.  I 
would  just  ask,  however,  whether  the  most  in- 
flamed party  men,  who  usually  lead  the  dubs,  are 
the  best  organs  of  authentic  intbrmation  ?  Whether 
they  meet  in  darkness ;  whether  they  hide  their 
names,  their  numbers,  and  their  doings ;  whether 
they  shut  their  doors  to  admit  iuformatioD  ? 

A  laudable  zeal  for  inquiry  need  not  shun  those 
who  could  satisfy  it ;  it  need  not  blush  in  the  day- 
light. With  open  doors  and  an  unlimited  freedom 
of  debate,  political  knowledge  might  be  introduced 
even  among  the  intruders. 

But,  instead  of  exposing  their  affected  pursuit 
of  information,  it  will  be  enough  to  show  hereaf- 
ter what  they  actually  spread  among  the  people — 
whether  it  is  information,  or,  in  the  words  of  the 
President,  "jealousies,  suspicions,  and  accusa- 
tions of  the  Government :"  whether,  disregarding 
the  truth,  they  have  not  fomented  the  daring  out- 
rages against  the  social  order  and  the  authority  of 
the  laws.    ( Vide  the  President's  Speech.) 

They  have  arrogantly  pretended  sometimes  to 
be  the  people,  and  sometimes  the  guardians,  the 
champions  of  the  people.  They  affect  to  Ibel  more 
zeal  for  a  popular  Government,  and  to  enforce 
more  respect  for  Kepublican  principles,  than  the 
real  Ilepresentatives  are  admitted  to  entertain. 
Let  us  see  whether  they  are  set  up  for  the  people, 
or  in  opposition  to  them,  and  their  institutions. 

Will  any  reflecting  person  suppose,  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  this  great  people,  so  widely  extended, 
so  actively  employed,  could  form  a  common  will 
and  make  that  will  law  in  their  individual  capa- 
city, and  without  representation  ?  They  could  not. 
Will  clubs  avail  them  as  a  substitute  for  repre- 
sentation ?  A  few  hundred  persons  only  are  mem- 
bers of  clubs,  and  if  they  should  act  for  the  others, 
it  would  be  an  usurpation,  and  the  power  of  the 
few  over  the  many,  in  every  view  infinitely  worse 
than  sedition  itself,  will  represent  this  Govern- 
ment. 

To  avoid  this  difficulty,  shall  the  whole  people 
be  classed  into  clubs  P  Shall  every  six  miles  square 
be  formed  into  a  club  sovereignty  ?  Thus  we 
should  guard  against  the  abuse  of  trust,  because 
we  should  delegate  none,  but  e%'ery  man  might  go 
and  do  his  butdness  in  his  own  person.  We  might 
thus  form  ten  or  twenty  thousand  democracies, 
as  pure  and  simple  as  the  moat  disorganizing  spi- 


rit could  sigh  for ;  but  what  could  keep  this  fm 
horizon  unclouded?  What  could  preveot  tbs 
whirlwinds  and  fires  of  discord,  intestine  sad  &• 
reign,  from  scattering  and  oonsmning  these  frit- 
ters and  rags  of  the  society,  like  the  drj  leares  k 
autumn?  Without  respeetability,  without  safety, 
without  tranquility,  they  would  oe  like  so  soaj 
caves  of  ^Eolus,  where  the  immisoned  storms  ve» 
said  to  struggle  for  a  vent.  It  we  look  at  Gneoe, 
so  famed  for  letters  and  more  for  misery,  we  ^iJl 
see  their  ferocious  liberty  made  their  petty  cosh 
monwealths  wolves'  dens — that  libertv,  vbii^ 
poetry  represents  as  a  goddeas,  histocy  describei 
as  a  cannibal. 

Representative  Government,  therefore,  b  so  &r 
froin  being  a  sacrifice  of  our  rights,  that  it  is  their 
security ;  it  is  the  only  practicable  mode  for  i 
great  people  to  exercise  or  have  any  righti^  I: 
puts  them  into  full  possession  of  the  utmost  exer- 
cise of  them.  By  clubs  will  they  have  somethii^ 
more  than  all  ?  Will  such  institutions  operate  (o 
augment,  to  secure,  or  to  enforce  their  rights  or 
JQst  the  contrary  ? 

Knowledge  and  truth  will  be  friendly  to  sxh  i 
Government,  and  that  in  return  wiU  be  friesdlr 
to  them.  Is  it  possible  for  any  to  be  so  deluded  u 
to  suppose  that  the  over-zeal  for  Goremment,  m 
the  part  of  the  supporters  of  this  amendment 
would  prompt  them  to  desire  or  to  attempt  the  cb* 
struction  of  the  liberty  of  speech,  or  the  genmne 
freedom  of  the  press  ?  Impossible !  That  irooM 
be  putting  out  the  eyes  of  the  Government  whicti 
we  are  so  jealous  to  maintain.  The  abuses  of 
these  privileges  may  embarrass  and  disturb  oor 
present  system ;  but,  if  they  Were  abolished,  tbc 
Government  must  be  changed.  No  friend,  the:?* 
fore,  of  the  Constitution  could  harbor  the  wish  to 
produce  the  consequences  which  it  is  insinuated 
are  intended  to  ensue.  Mr.  A.  reaomed  the  re- 
mark that  the  Government  rests  on  the  enlight- 
ened patriotism  of  an  orderly  and  moral  bodr  of 
citizens.  Let  the  advocates  of  Monardiv  boast 
that  ignorance  may  be  made  to  sleep  in  chains; 
that  even  corruption  and  vice  may  be  enlisted  u 
auxiliaries  of  the  public  order.  It  is,  howerer,  a 
subject  of  exultation  and  confidence  that  such  d- 
tizens  as  we  represent,  so  enlightened,  so  geoe- 
rally  virtuous  and  imcorrupted,  under  the  present 
milA  Kepublican  system,  practically  are  safe,  sar, 
more,  it  is  evidently  the  only  system  that  is  adapt- 
ed  to  the  American  state  oi  society.  But  such  a 
system  combines  within  itself  two  indestniecible 
elements  of  destruction,  two  enemies  with  whom 
it  must  conflict  forever ;  whom  it  may  disarm,  bat 
can  never  pacify — ^vice  and  ignorance.  Those 
who  do  not  understand  their  rights,  vrill  despite 
or  confound  them  with  wrongs,  and  those  ^tox 
turbulence  and  licentiousness  find  restraints  in 
equal  laws,  will  seek  gratification  by  evasioos  or 
combinations  to  overawe  or  reaiat  them. 

A  Government  that  protects  property,  snd  che- 
rishes virtue,  will  of  course  have  vice  and  frodi- 
gality  for  its  foes,  because  it  will  be  compelled  to 
abridge  their  liberty  to  prevent  their  invading  the 
rights  of  other  citizens.  The  virtnous  and  the  en- 
lightened will  cling  to  a  Republican  Oovernmeot, 
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&ose  it  ia  congenial  no  less  with  tbeir  feelings 
1  their  rights.  The  licentioas  and  the  profli" 
i  are  ever  ready  for  eonfusion,  which  might 
i  them  eveiy  thin£,  while  laws  and  order  deny 
n  every  thing.  The  amhitious  and  denperate, 
combinations,  acqaire  more  power  and  infla- 
e  than  their  fellow-citizens ;  the  creduluns,  the 
Drant,  the  raah,  and  violent,  are  drawn  by  arti- 
,  or  led  by  character,  to  join  these  confedera- 
u  The  more  free  the  Government,  the  more 
tain  they  are  to  grow  up,  for  where  there  is  no 
ifty  at  all,  this  abose  of  it  will  not  be  seen, 
ce  formed  into  bodies  they  have  an  esprit  du 
p$j  and  are  propelled  into  errors  and  excesses, 
hoot  shame  or  reflection.  'A  spirit  grows  np 
their  progress,  and  every  disappointment  makes 
im  more  loose,  as  to  the  means,  and  every  suc- 
s  more  and  more  immoderate  in  the  objects  of 
»r  attempt  Calamny  is  one  of  those  means, 
lose  whom  they  cannot  punish  or  control,  they 
\  vilify ;  they  can  make  suspicion  go  where 
»r  furce  could  not  reach,  and  by  rumors  and 
sehooda  multiply  enemies  against  their  enemies, 
ley  become  formidable,  and  thev  retaliate  upon 
B  magistrates  those  fears  whicfi  the  laws  have 
>pired  them  with.  The  execution  of  the  laws 
not  accomplished  without  effort,  without  hazard, 
stead  of  mildness,  of  mutual  confidence,  instead 

Uie  laws  almost  executing  themselves,  more  ri- 
>f  is  demanded  in  the  framing,  more  force  to  se- 
ire  the  operation  of  the  laws.  The  clubs  and 
rbulent  combinations  exercising  the  resisting 
)vver,  it  is  obvious  that  Government  will  need 
Are  force,  and  more  will  then  be  given  to  it. 
Thus  it  appears,  that  instead  of  lightening  the 
eight  of  authority,  it  will  require  a  new  fnomen-' 
tm  from  clubs  and  combinations  farmed  to  resist 
.  Turbulent  men,  imbodied  into  hosts,  will  call 
>r  more  energy  to  suppress  them  than  if  the  dis* 
ontented  remained  unim bodied.  Disturbances, 
)m«nted  from  time  to  time,  may  unhappily 
bange  the  mild  principles  of  the  system,  and  the 
ittle  finger  then  may  be  fonnd  heavier  than  the 
phole  hand  of  the  present  Government.  For  if 
be  clubs  and  the  Government  should  both  sub- 
let, tranquility  would  be  out  of  the  question. 
The  continual  contest  of  one  organized  body 
igainst  another  would  produce  the  alternate  eib- 
reaies  of  anarchy  and  excessive  rigor  of  Govern- 
ment. If  the  clubs  prevail,  they  will  be  the  Go- 
vernment, and  the  more  secure  for  having  beoome 
K>  by  a  victory  over  the  existing  authorities. 

In  every  aspect  of  the  discussion,  the  societies 
formed  to  control  and  viliiy  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment are  hateful.     They   not  only  of  necessity 
oake  it  more  rigorous,  but  they  tend  with  a  fatal 
i:nergy  to  make  it  corrupt.    By  perverting   the 
truih  and  spreading  jealousy  and  intrigue  through 
the  land,  they  compel  the  rulers  to  depend  on  new 
siipportA.    The    usurping    clubs    offer   to   faction 
>^ithin  these  doors  the  means  of  carrying  every 
point  without.     A  corrupt  understanding  is  pro- 
duced between  them.    The  power  of  the  clubs 
^'ill  prevail  even  here,  and  that  of  the  people  will 
proportionally  decline.    The  clubs  echo  the  lan- 
guage of  their  protectors  here;  truth,  virtue,  and 


patriotism,  are  no  longer  principles,  but  names  for 
electioneering  jugglers  to  deceive  with.  Calumny 
will  assimilate  to  itself  the  objects  it  falls  on.  It 
will  persecute  the  man  who  does  his  duty  ;  it  will 
take  away  the  reward  of  virtue,  and  bestow  praise 
only  upon  the  tools  of  faction.  By  betraying  his 
trust,  a  roan  may  then  expect  the  support  of  the 
powerful  combinations  opposed  to  the  Govern- 
ment, By  faithfully  adhering  to  it,  he  encounters 
persecution.  He  finds  neither  refuge  nor  conso- 
lation with  the  public,  who  become  at  length  so 
corrupted  as  to  think  virtue  in  a  public  station  in- 
credible, because  it  would  be,  in  their  opinion, 
folly.  The  indiscriminate  jealousy  which  is  dif- 
fused from  the  clubs  tends  no  less  to  corrupt  the 
suspicious  than  the  suspected.  It  poisons  confi- 
dence, which  is  no  less  the  incitement  than  the 
recompense  of  public  services.  It  lowers  the  stan- 
dard of  action. 

These  observations,  which  seem  to  be  founded 
on  theory,  unfortunately  beai-  the  stamp  of  expe- 
rience. History  abounds  with  the  proofs.  Never 
was  there  a, wise  and  free  Republic,  which  was 
exempt  from  this  inveterate  malady.  We  can  find 
a  parallel  for  the  brightest  worthies  of  Greece,  as 
well  as  for  their  calumniators.  In  that  country, 
as  well  as  in  this,  the  assassins  of  character 
alipnuded.  While  slander  is  credited  only  by  its 
inventors,  it  is  easy  for  a  man  to  maintain  the  se- 
renity of  his  contempt  for  both.  But  when  it  is 
adopted  by  the  public,  few  are  hardy  enough  to 
despise  opinion ;  he  that  pretends  to  do  so  is  a 
hypocrite,  and  if  he  really  does  so,  he  is  a  wretch. 
This  precious  property  is  one  of  the  first  objects 
of  invasion,  and  the  combinations  alluded  to  are 
well  adapted  and  actively  employed  to  destroy  it 

It  is  a  plausible  opinion,  that  if  the  Government 
is  not  grossly  defective  in  its  form,  or  corrupt  in 
its  administration,  animosities  against  it  will  not 
exist.  This  corresponds  neither  with  sound  sense 
nor  experience.  Equal  laws  are  the  very  griev- 
ances of  these  petty  tyrants,  who  combine  together 
to  engross  more  than  equal  power  and  privileges. 
When  power  is  conferred  exclusively  upon  the 
worthy,  the  profligate  and  ambitious  are  driven 
to  despair  of  success,  by  any  methods  that  the 
worthy  would  adopt.  The  more  pure  and  free 
the  Government,  the  more  certainly  will  the  worst 
men  it  protects  and  restrains  become  its  implaca- 
ble enemies,  and  such  men  have  ever  been  the 
foes  of  Republics.  The  outcasts  from  society, 
those  who  i<ingly  are  shunned  because  infamy  has 
smitten  them  with  leprosy,  men  who  are  scored 
with  worse  than  plague  sores,  are  the  first  to  com- 
bine against  it.  And  such  men  have  the  front  to 
preach  purity  of  principles  and  reformation.  Such 
men  will  meet  in  darkness  and  perform  incantations 
against  liberty — there  they  will  gather  to  medicate 
their  poisons,  to  whet  their  daggers,  to  utter  their 
blasphemies  against  liberty,  and  may  proceed  again 
to  siiou^  from  that  gallery,  or  may  collect  with 
cannon  at  this  door,  to  perpetrate  sacrilege  here  in 
her  very  sanctuary. 

It  will  be  asked  what  remedy  for  this  evil?  I 
answer  no  violent  one.  The  gentle  power  of  opin- 
ion, ^l  flatter  myself,  will  prove  sutficient  among 
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oar  citizens  who  havo  iiense,  morali,  and  property. 
Tho  hypocrisy  of  the  clubs  will  be  unmasiced,  and 
the  public  scorn,  without  touching  their  persons  or 
property,  will  frown  them  into  nothing. 

Mr.  A.  next  proceeded  to  advert  more  particu- 
larly  to  facte.  He  made  mention  of  the  Jesuits,  who 
were  banished  for  becoming  a  club  against  the 
European  Governments.  Ue  mentioned  the  Ja- 
cobins also,  who  performed  well  in  pulling  down 
the  old  Government,  but  because  they  would  con- 
tinue pulling  down  the  new  one,  as  such  clubs  ever 
will,  had  their  hall  looked  up  by  Legendre,  Our 
committees  in  1774  and  1776,  were  efficient  in- 
struments to  pull  down  the  British  Government 
Yet,  although  they  were  friendly  to  our  own,  the 
people  laid  them  aside  as  soon  as  they  wished  to 
build  up  instead  of  pulling  down.  If  our  Govern- 
ment were  to  be  demolwhed,  clubs  would  be  a 
powerful  means  of  doing  it,  and  the  people  may 
choose  to  countenance  them  at  that  time.  But  as 
they  choose  no  sucl!  thing  at  present,  they  will 
discountenance  them.  The  Cinsinnati  were  per- 
sonally worthy  men,  officers  of  the  u^st  deserving 
army  that  ever  triumphed.  Yet,  although  they 
were  friendly  to  the  Government,  and  possessed 
the  confidence  of  the  citizens  by  the  most  brilliant 
titles,  the  nature  of  their  institution  raised  a  jea- 
lousy and  ferment.  The  State  Legislatures  ccfi- 
demned  it,  as  setting  up  a  Government  within  the 
Government  What  then  are  we  to  say  of  cluba? 
Facts  have  been  rather  imprudently  called  for,  and 
let  them  be  examined. 

The  Democratic  Society  of  Vermont  state,  as 
one  reason  for  their  establishment,  the  unmerited 
abuse  with  which  the  public  papers  have  so  often 
teemed  against  the  Alinister  of  our  only  ally. 
This  was  long  after  Geneva  whole  correspondence 
had  been  published,  and  after  France  had  unequi- 
vocally disapproved  his  conduct. 

Agreeably  to  a  previous  notification,  there  met 
at  Pittsburg,  on  the  21st  of  Augud^  a  number  of 

fiersons,  styling  themselves  **  A  Meeting  of  sundry 
nhabitants  of  the  Western  Counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania," 

This  meeting  entered  into  resolutions  not  less 
exceptionable  than  those  of  its  predecessors.  The 
preamble  suggests  that  a  tax  on  spirituous  liquors 
is  unjust  in  itself  and  oppressive  upon  the  pour, 
that  internal  taxes  upon  consumption  must  in  the 
end  destroy  the  liberties  of  the  country  in  which 
tliey  are  introduced;  tliat  the  law  in  question, 
from  certain  local  circumstances  which  are  speci- 
fied, would  bring  immediate  distress  and  ruin  upon 
the  Western  country ;  and  concludes  with  the  sen- 
timent,  that  they  tiiink  it  their  duty  to  persist  in 
remonstrances  to  Congress;  and  in  every  other 
legal  measure  that  may  obstruct  the  operation  of 
the  law. 

The  resolutions  then  proceed,  first,  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  prepare  and  cause  to  be  presented 
to  Congress  an  Address,  stating  objections  to  the 
law,  and  praying  for  its  repeal.  Secondly,  to  ap- 
point committees  of  correspondence  for  VVashing- 
ton,  Fayette,  and  Alleghany,  charged  to  corres- 
pond together,  and  with  such  committees  as  should 
be  appointed  for  the  same  purpose  in  the  county 


of  Westmoreland,  or  with  any  committees  of  i 
similar  nature,  that  might  be  appointed  in  otiier 
peirts  of  the  United  States ;  and,  also«  if  foaod  oe- ' 
cessary,  to  call  together  either  general  meetings 
of  the  people,  in  their  respective  counties,  or  con- 
ferences of  the  several  committees ;  and,  kwtly,  to 
declare  that  they  will  in  future  cooaider  those 
who  hold  offices  for  the  collection  of  the  duty,  u 
unworthy  of  their  friendship,  that  they  will  have 
no  intercourse  nor  dealings  with  them,  will  wiib- 
draw  from  them  every  aasistance,  withhold  all 
the  comforts  of  life  which  depend  upon  those  du- 
ties, that  as  men  and  fellow-citizens  we  owe  to 
each  other,  and  will  upon  ail  oocaaions  treat  them 
with  contempt;  eaf neatly  recommending  it  to  the 
people  at  large,  to  follow  the  same  line  of  condnet 
towards  them. 

He  mentioned  the  shameful  transaction  at  Lex- 
ington, in  Kentucky,  where  Mr.  Jay  waa  burned 
in  effigy,  it  was  painful,  he  said,  thus  to  dwell 
on  the  dishonor  of  the  country,  but  it  was  already 
published. 

The  club  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  soli- 
cited an  adoption  of  the  Jacobin  club  at  Piria. 
They  also  addressed  Consul  Margourit,  who  had 
actually  granted  commissions  to  privateers,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  PiussiDBMT'a  Proclamation  of  Neu- 
trality. 

Tiie  club  of  Pinckney  District  in  Carolina  vot^d 
in  favor  of  war  and  against  paying  taxes,  becaose 
they  were  too  far  from  the  market. 

A  Virginia  club  had  voted  an  alteration  in  the 
Constitution,  in  order  that  an  amendment  might 
prevent  the  Paesiobnt  being  again  eligible.  U 
proof  necessary  to  those  who  remember  the  state 
•of  this  city  last  spring  ?  Are  the  resolves  of  the 
clu^  of  this  place  and  New  York  forgotten! 
Could  outrage  and  audacity  be  expected  to  ven- 
ture further  i  One  condemned  the  excise  as  odious 
and  tyrannical;  the  other,  enforcing  that  seou- 
ment,  published  ita  condemnation  of  Mr.  Jays 
mission  of  peace.  Did  not  all  of  them  amiga 
the  whole  Government,  reprobate  the  whole  sy:»- 
tem  of  laws,  charge  the  breach  of  the  Conatitntioa 
on  the  pRxsiDEaT,  and  unspeakable  turpitude  on 
the  Adminiatration,  as  well  as  on  this  body  i  Surely 
Americans,  feeling  as  they  ought,  for  the  honor 
and  peace  and  safety  of  their  country,  cannot  fu*-- 
get  these  excesses;  they  cannot  remember  them 
in  any  manner  which  my  reprobation  could  en- 
force. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  Delegates  from  the  Election  Districts  of 
Alleghaoy  county,  held  at  Pituburg,  April  10, 1794, 
Thomai  Morton  in  the  Chair : 
•*  At  this  juncture  we  have  France  to  assist  ui,  who, 
ahoald  we  now  take  a  part,  will  not  fail  to  atsnd  b^  ua 
until  Csnada  is  independent  of  Britain,  and  the  instiga- 
tors of  Indian  hostilities  are  removed ;  and  should  we  lie 
by,  while  France  is  struggling  for  her  liberties,  it  cannot 
be  supposed  that  her  Republic  will  embark  in  s  var  on 
our  account  after  she  sliall  have  been  viciorioua.    l'^** 
for  ibis  reason,  that  though  we  approved  of  the  oynduct 
of  the  President  and  the  Judiciary  of  the  United  States, 
in  their  endeavors  to  preserve  peace  and  an  iuipartial 
neutrality,  until  the  seuseof  the  nation  bad  been  Uk&A 
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the  necetaitj  of  retaUation  by  actually  declaring  war, 
t  Dov  that  the  Congreu  have  been  convened,  and 
>Jb  ju»t  grounds  eziat,  we  are  weary  of  their  tardineaa 
comiog  forward  to  measures  of  reprisal 
'But  we  have  observed  with  gjeat  pain,  that  oar 
Rieils  want  the  integrity  er  spirit  of^RepuUicans. 
is  we  attribute  to  the  pernicious  influence  of  stock- 
Iders  or  their  anbordinates ;  and  oar  minds  feel  this 
lb  lo  much  indignaoey,  that  we  are  almost  ready  to 
ih  for  a  stat«  oif  revoluttoo,  and  the  guillotme  of 
iDce,  for  a  short  space,  in  order  to  inflici  pnniahnient 
the  miscreADta  that  enervate  and  disgraca  our  Oo- 
rnment" 


If  the  black  charges  thus  brought  against  Con- 
ess  and  the  whole  Government  were  true,  the 
ople  ought  to  fly  to  arms.  They  ought  to  pull 
wn  this  tower  of  iniquity  so  as  not  to  leave  one 
me  upon  another.  The  deluded  Western  people 
liered  them  true,  and  acted  accordingly.  The 
est  mass  of  the  discontented,  therefore,  are  to  be 
ded  for  the  ignorance  and  credulity  which  made 
em  the  dupes  of  the  dubs.  They  thought  they 
sre  doing  Qod  and  their  country  service  by 
nnsing  this  Augean  stable  of  its  filth.  .  It  was 
i  oppression  that  roused  them  to  arms,  as  some 
raid  insinuate ;  for  their  country  flourishes  won- 
ifully.  It  was  an  insorrection  raised  by  the 
icked  arts  of  faction.   ' 

A  moment,  however,  is  due  to  the  peculiar  fal- 
ty  of  two  of  the  slanders  on  this  body.    The  fears 

simple  citizens  have  been  startled  with  the  fit- 
e,  that  there  is  a  Monarchy  party  in  this  House 
id  the  other.  Look  around,  sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  if 
m  please,  and  decide  whether  there  is  one  man, 
bo  is  not  principled  as  a  Republican,  who  does 
A  think  such  a  form  adapted  to  our  people,  and 
IT  people  to  it;  and  who  would  not  shed  his 
ood  and  spend  his  last  shilling  against  the  intro- 
ictiop  of  Monarchy?  I  persuade  myself,  sir, 
lere  is  not  even  one  man  here  whom  any  other 
ember  even  thinks  in  his  heart  is  to  be  suspected 
I  (hat  head. 

The  other  slander  which  has  contributed  to 
i&dle  a  civil  war,  is  the  paper  nobility  in  Con- 
^ ;  that  the  taxes  are  voted  for  the  sake,  and 
irried  solely  by  the  strength  of  those  who  put  the 
^eeds  in  their  pockets.    Is  there  a  word  of  truth 

this?  On  the  contrary,  there  are  probably  not 
n  members  who  have  any  interest  in  the  funds, 
^  that  interest  very  inconsiderable.  Citizens 
(▼e  thus  been  led  by  calumny  and  lies  to  despise 
^  Government  and  its  Ministers,  to  dread  and 
*  hate  it,  and  all  concerned  in  it,  so  that  the  in- 
nection  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  men  and  the  so- 
fties, who  have  inventM,  or  confirmed,  and  dif- 
^  these  sUnders. 

The  fact  is  too  notorious  for  any  man  even  to 
Rtend  ignorance,  that  the  insurgents  were  en- 
|Mrtged  to  take  arms  by  tiie  delusive  hope  that 
^  militia  would  not  turn  out  against  theoL  Had 
^«7  believed  that  the  citizens  were  as  firm  for 
iOTerament,  as  to  their  immortal  honor  they  have 
Bown  that  they  are,  would  the  folly  or  despera- 
^  of  the  Western  people  have  proceeded  to 
«Mt  They  would  not 

But  the  self-made  societies  had  published  that 
^bCov«-^ 


the  rulers  were  tyrants,  usurpers,  and  plunderers, 
abhorred  by  the  people,  who  would  soon  hurl 
them  down.  Let  us  ask  a  moment*s  pause  to  re- 
flect what  would  have  been  the  fate  of  America, 
if  these  parricide  clubs  had  really  proceeded  in 
poisoning  the  public  mind,  as  completely  as  they 
attempted  to  do.  The  Western  insurgents  would 
have  found  armies  not  to  suppress,  but  to  assist 
them.  This  &ir  Edifice  of  Liberty,  the  palladium 
of  our  country,  the  world's  hope,  would  have 
crumbled  to  powder. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  notice  some  of  the  ob- 
servations which  had  been  urged  against  the  mo- 
tion. He  asked  whether,  in  a  point  that  so  nearly 
concerned  truth  and  duty,  the  Committee  could 
conciliate,  that  is,  deny  the  truth  and  betray  their 
duty.  The  proposition  stated  by  the  PasainxNT 
was  true,  and  had  been  proved  to  be  80»  Shall 
our  silence  suppress  or  contradict  the  dictates  of 
this  conviction  ? 

It  is  urged  that  we  have  no  right  to  pass  this 
vote ;  a  singular  objection,  since  those  who  make 
it  are  consenting  to  the  adoption  of  the  clause,  to 
which  the  words  self-created  societies  arc  moved 
to  be  added.  That  clause  is  as  improper,  and  as 
unconstitutional  a  declaration  as  the  amendment 
Is  it  possible  that  those  are  serious  in  this  objec- 
tion, who  voted  applause  to  General  Wayne  and 
his  gallant  army?  Is  this  House  a  court-martial 
to  try  them  if  the^  had  done  ill  instead  of  well? 
Had  the  State  Legislatures  no  right  to  pass  votes 
respecting  the  Cincinnati?  Then  we  have  no 
right  to  answer  the  Speech  at  all,  as  the  Constitu- 
tion is  silent  on  that  head.  But  are  gentlemen 
who  profess  so  much  attachment  to  the  people^ 
and  their  rights,  disposed  to  abolish  one  of  the 
most  signal,  the  character  of  this  House  as  the 
grand  inquest  of  the  Nation,  as  those  who  are  not 
only  to  impeach  those  who  perpetrate  offence,  but 
to  watch  and  give  the  alarm  for  the  prevention  of 
such  attempts  ? 

We  are  asked,  with  some  pathos,  will  you  pun- 
ish clubs,  with  your  censure,  unheard,  untried, 
confounding  the  innocent  with  the  guilty  ?  Cen- 
sure is  not  punishment,  unless  it  is  merited,  for 
we  merely  allude  to  certain  selAcreated  societies, 
which  have  disregarded  the  truth,  and  fomented 
the  outrages  against  the  laws.  Those  which  have 
been  innocent  will  remain  uncensured.  It  is  said, 
worthy  men  belong  to  those  clubs.  They  may  be 
as  men  not  wanting  in  merit,  but  when  they  join 
societies  which  are  employed  to  foment  outrages 
against  the  laws,  they  are  no  longer  innocent 
They  become  bad  citizens.  If  innocence  happens 
to  stray  into  such  comoany,  it  is  lost  The  men 
really  good  will  quit  sucn  connexions,  and  it  is  a 
fact,  that  the  most  respected  of  those  who  were 
said  to  belong  to  them,  have  long  ago  renounced 
them.  Honest,  credulous  men  may  be  drawn  in  to 
favor  very  bad  designs,  but  so  far  as  they  do  ity 
^ey  deserve  the  reproach  which  this  Tote  con- 
tains, that  of  being  unworthy  citizens. 

If  the  worst  men  in  society  have  led  the  most 
credulous  and  inconsiderate  astray,  the  latter  will 
undoabtedly  come  to  reflection  ue  sooner  for  an 
appeal  to  their  sense  of  duty.    This  appeal  it 
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mide  in  terms  which  truth  justifies,  and  which 
apply  only  to  those  who  hayeoeen  criminal. 

It  is  said,  that  this  vote  will  raise  up  the  clubs 
into  importance.  One  member  has  even  solemnly 
warned  us  against  the  awakening  of  their  resent- 
ments. It  is  not  clear  to  my  understanding,  (said 
Mr.  A.)  how  all  the  consequences  which  have  been 
predicted  from  this  vote  will  be  accomplished. 
This  is  a  breach  of  right,  a  crushing  of  those  free 
societies  by  our  censure.  It  is  putting  them  down, 
and  yet  we  are  warned  that  it  is  raising  them  up 
and  making  them  stronger  than  this  Government 
The  friends  of  the  motion  are  said  not  to  agree  in 
the  principle  of  their  defence  of  it,  and  therefore 
it  is  boldly  affirmed  that  they  have  no  principle. 
Is  there  any  difficulty  in  retorting  this  invective  t 
If  this  vote  will  call  the  attention  of  the  people 
of  America  to  this  subject,  so  much  the  better. 
The  truth  will  no  doubt  be  sought  and  found  at 
last,  and  with  such  an  enlightened  public,  I  ex- 
pect the  result  will  be  made  with  its  usual  good 
sense.  That  the  self-created  societies  described 
in  the  clause,  are  calculated  to  destroy  a  free  Go- 
vernment ;  that  they  will  certainly  destroy  its  tran- 
quility and  harmony,  and  greatly  corrupt  the  in- 
tep-ity  of  the  rulers,  and  the  morals  of  the  people. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  A.  strongly 
insisted  that  the  vote  was  not  indefinite  in  its 
terms.  Societies  were  not  reprobated  because 
they  were  self-made,  nor  because  they  were  poli- 
tical societies.  Every  body  as  readily  admitted 
that  they  might  be  innocent,  as  they  have  been 

fenerally  imprudent  It  is  such  societies  as  have 
een  generally  imprudent  It  is  such  societies  as 
have  been  regardless  of  the  truth,  and  have  fo- 
mented the  outrages  against  the  law,  &c. 

Nor  is  the  intention  of  this  amendment  to  flat- 
ter the  Pkbsident,  as  it  has  been  intimated.  He 
surely  has  little  need  of  our  praise  on  any  personal 
account  This  late  signal  act  of  duty  is  already 
with  his  grateful  country,  with  faithful  history : 
nor  is  it  in  our  power,  or  in  those  of  any  offended 
self-created  societies,  to  impair  that  tribute  which 
will  be  offered  to  him.  As  little  ground  is  there 
for  saying  that  it  is  intended  to  stifle  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  of  the  press.  The  question  is, 
simply,  will  you  support  your  Chief  Magistrate? 
Our  vote  does  not  go  merely  to  one  man  and  to 
his  feelings.  It  goes  to  the  trust  When  clubs 
are  arrayed  against  your  Government,  and  your. 
Chief  Magistrate  decidedly  arrays  the  militia 
to  suppress  their  insurrection,  will  you  counte- 
nance or  discountenance  the  officer?  Will  you 
ever  suffer  this  House,  the  country,  or  even  one 
seditious  man  in  it,  to  question  for  an  instant, 
whether  your  approbation  and  co-operation  will 
be  less  prompt  and  cordial  than  his  efforts  to  sup- 
port the  laws?  Is  it  safe,  is  it  honorable,  to  make 
a  precedent,  and  that  no  less  solemn  than  humil- 
iating, which  will  authorize,  which  will  compel 
every  future  President  to  doubt  whether  you  will 
approve  him  or  the  clubs?  The  PRESiDEifT  now 
in  office  would  doubtless  do  his  duty  promptly  and 
with  decision  in  such  a  case.  But,  can  you  expect 
it  of  human  nature  ?  and  if  you  could,  would  you 
put  it  at  risk  whether  in  future  a  President  sbaU 


balance  between  his  duty  and  bis  fear  of  yoor  cen- 
sure. The  danger  is,  that  a  Chief  Magistnte,  tk> 
tive  as  ours  is,  will  temporize,  will  dday,  viU  pat 
the  laws  into  treaty  with  offenders,  and  wiS 
even  insure  a  civil  war,  perhaps  the  loas  of  oorfrtc 
Government,  by  the  want  of  proper  eoerfr  to 
quench  the  first  sparks.  You  ought,  therefore,  <» 
every  occasion,  to  show  the  most  cordial  support  to 
the  Executive  in  support  of  the  laws. 

This  is  the  occasion.  If  it  is  dangerous  to 
liberty,  against  right  and  justice,  against  tnih  isd 
decency,  to  adopt  the  amendment,  as  it  has  bees 
argued,  then  the  Pbbsideht  and  Senate  have  d«t 
all  this. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  with  saying,  that  in  a  spwk 
BO  long,  containing  such  various  matter,  and  sd 
rapidly  delivered,  he  might  have  dropped  manvcb- 
servations  in  an  incorrect  state.  He  relied  on  the 
candor  of  the  House,  and  of  his  opponents,  for  the 
interpretation  5f  them. 

The  House  now  adjourned  without  taking  anr 
question. 

Thursoat,  November  27. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  Pbbidot  to 
call  out  and  station  a  corps  of  militia  in  the  to 
Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  limiicd 
time,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Gorr,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Liviosstooi 
which  was  read  the  first  time. 

THE  PRESIDENTS  SPEECH. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  on  Tuesday  last,  from  th£ 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Address  to  the  Psbsidekt  or  ni 
Umitbd  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  bvu 
Houses  of  Congress.     Whereupon, 

The  first  amendment  being  under  consideratioE, 
to  insert  as  the  second  clause  of  the  said  Addrtsi, 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

*'  In  tracing  the  ori^io  and  progress  of  the  insur- 
rection, we  can  entertain  no  douot  that  certain  coruU- 
nationn  of  men,  careless  of  ooDsequencea  and  dUregaru- 
ing  the  truth,  by  disseminating  suspicions,  jealousies 
and  accusations  of  the  Government,  have  had  all  the 
agency  jou  ascribe  to  them,  in  fomenting  this  darx| 
outrage  against  social  order  and  the  authority  of  the 
laws:** 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  amend  the 
said  clause,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  certiin," 
the  words  ^  self-created  societies  and  :*' 

Mr.  RuTBERFORD,  Continued  his  oppositioo  io 
the  motion.  He  repeated  the  substance  of  his 
former  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  those  who  ap- 
peared so  solicitous  to  throw  an  odiom  on  the 
Democratic  societies.  He  contended  that  too 
much  importance  was  given  to  these  institutions; 
they  were  harmless  of  themselves,  and  if  let  aione, 
would  have  no  more  weight  in  the  comrounitj 
than  their  conduct  should  entitle  them  to.  If  ther 
promulgated  t^njth,  the  people  would  hear  thtc, 
and  follow  their  advice ;  if  not,  they  would  sink 
into  contempt  But  what  is  the  import  of  the  mo- 
tion?   It  savors  of  jealousy;  %  mere  8usi>ici<m— 
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whftt?  He  saw.  nothing  on  which  to  found 
T  such  jealousj  or  suspicion.  The  people  are 
tisfied  with  their  own  Government,  they  will 
pport  it.  The  people  are  happy  and  contented ; 
IT  then  raise  doubts  and  diflBculties  ?  Why  start 
shadows?  Why  give  consequence  to  trifles f 
Trifles  light  as  air,  are  to  the  jealous  confirm- 
Lons  strong  as  proofe  of  Holy  Writ**  Let  us  dis- 
iss  this  unmanly  jealousy,  and  let  us  imitate  the 
ample  set  us  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
bere  was  a  man  in  that  State  by  the  name  of 
lays ;  he  raised  a  bustle,  and  made  a  noise ;  but 
hat  did  the  Government  do?  Why,  they  des- 
sed  him,  and  in  a  short  time  he  sunk  into  insig- 
ificance. 

Hr.  Baldwin  said,  he  had,  from  the  beginning, 
ttertained  doubts  relative  to  the  propriety  of 
>ing  into  the  business  before  the  House  in  the 
linute  manner  proposed.  Adverting  to  the  usual 
rocess  in  conducting  transactions  of  this  nature, 
e  observed,  that  the  present  appeared  to  be  a  de- 
lation, if  not  an  entire  innovation,  on  the  usual 
lode.  During  the  recess,  the  Prksident  cotlect- 
d  and  arranged  the  information  which  he  deemed 
roper  to  lay  before  the  House ;  it  cannot,  there- 
ire,  be  expected,  that  the  House  should  at  once, 
t  the  threshold  of  the  session,  enter  into  a  minute 
nswer  to  the  communications  of  the  Prbsident, 
ontaining  fiu^  and  opinions  the  result  of  five  or 
is  months*  experience  and  reflection,  before  they 
tave  had  time  to  examine  those  opinions,  and  in- 
estigate  those  facts.  This  never  was  the  prac- 
ice  of  this  House,  and  cannot  be  expected  from 
hem. 

Mr.  B.  then  adverted  to  the  allegations  which 
vaA  been  adduced  against  the  Democratic  socie- 
ies;  he  questioned  their  authenticity.     Excepting 
be  statement  in  the  possession  of  the  House,  (that 
>f  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,)  he  knew  of  no 
locument  affbnling  any  evidence  of  the  &cts  si- 
eged ;  and  that  assigned  a  dififerent  cause  for  the 
insarrection,  for  it  appears  by  it  that  discontents 
l&ad  proceeded  to  a  great  height  before  the  forma- 
tion of  these  societies.    It  had  been  asserted  that 
the  House  had  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
)f  the  insurrection.     Let  us  proceed,  then,  as  an 
inquest ;  let  us  call  for  the  evidence,  and  sift  the 
business  to  the  bottom.     At  present,  he  insisted 
the  House  was  not  prepared  to  judge  and  decide. 
If  the  Speech  must  be  echoed  in  every  minute 
put,  let  us  appoint  a  committee  to  digest  and  re- 
port a  state  of  facts,  as  in  the  case  of  General  St 
Clair.    In  matters  of  notoriety — such  as,  that  we 
Were  enjoying  the  blessings  of  peace,  (when  in 
truth  that  was  the  case,)  or  in  respect  to  any  other 
self-evident  position   that   was    in    itself    incon- 
testable, he   had  no  objection  to  an  echo  of  the 
Address  to  the  House;   but  on  an  occasion  like 
the  present,  when  there  was  such  a  contrariety  of 
opinions,  he  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  iL    He 
regretted  the  loss  of  time  that  the  discussion  had 
occasioned,  and  that  it  had  not  been  employed  in 
the  more  essential  business  ef  the  session.    As  to 
Democratic    societies,   there  were    none,   to    his 
^owledge,  in  the  State  he  represented,  (Georgia) ; 
but  if  there  were,  he  should  not  feel  alarm^  at 


the  circumstance.  He  (doubted  whether  the  Pre- 
siDBNT  meant  to  include  the  societies  in  general, 
under  that  denomination ;  he  rather  supposed  he 
had  reference  only  to  those  in  the  four  Western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania.  As  a  more  general 
idea,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  preferred  the  expression  com- 
binations of  men,  A;c.  He  was  fully  of  opinion, 
that,  rather  than  spin  out  the  debate  to  any  fur- 
ther length,  it  would  be  much  more  eligible  to  leave 
the  subject  altogether,  and  take  up  the  other  busi- 
ness of  the  nation.  He  was  sure  that  the  Prbsident, 
for  whom  he  professed  the  highest  respect,  could 
not  be  pleased  with  this  mode  of  conducting  that 
before  them. 

Mr.  Madison  said  he  entirely  agreed  with  those 
genUemen  who  bad  observed  that  the  House  should 
not  have  advanced  into  this  discussion,  if  it  could 
have  been  avoided ;  but  having  proceeded  thus  far, 
it  was  indispensably  necessary  to  finish  it  Much 
delicacy  had  been  thrown  into  the  discussion,  in 
consequence  of  the  Chief  Magistrate ;  he  always 
regretted  the  circumstance,  when  this  was  the 
case.  This,  he  observed,  was  not  the  first  instance 
of  difference  in  opinion  between  the  Preside nt 
and  this  House.  It  may  be  recollected  that  the 
President  dissented  botii  from  the  Senate  and 
this  House  on  a  particular  law,  The  referred  to 
that  apportioning  the  Representatives);  on  that 
occasion,  he  thought  the  President  right ;  on  the 
present  question  supposing  the  President  really 
to  entertain  the  opinion  ascribed  to  him,  it  affords 
no  conclusive  reason  for  the  House  to  sacrifice  its 
own  judgment.  It  appeared  to  him,  as  it  did  to 
the  gentieman  from  Georgia,  that  there  was  an  in- 
novation in  the  mode  of  procedure  adopted  on 
this  occasion.  The  House  are  on  different  ground 
from  that  usually  taken.  Members  seem  to  think 
that  in  cases  not  cognizable  by  law,  there  is  room 
for  the  interposition  of  the  House.  He  conceived 
it  to  be  a  sound  principle,  that  an  action  innocent 
in  the  eye  of  the  law  could  not  be  the  object  of 
censure  to  a  Legislative  body.  When  the  people 
have  formed  a  Constitution,  they  retain  those 
rights  which  thev  have  not  expressly  delegated. 
It  is  a  question  whether  what  is  thus  retained  can 
be  legislated  upon.  Opinions  are  not  the  objects 
of  legislation.  .  Tou  animadvert  on  the  abuse  of 
reserved  rights:  how  far  will  this  go?  It  may 
extend  to  the  liberty  of  speech,  and  of  the  press. 
It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  this  indiscriminate  cen- 
sure is  no  punishment  If  it  falls  on  classes,  or 
individuals,  it  will  be  a  severe  punishment  He 
wished  it  to  be  considered  how  extremely  guarded 
the  Constitution  was  in  respect  to  cases  not  with- 
in its  limits.  Murder,  or  treason,  cannot  be  no- 
ticed by  the  Legislature.  Is  not  this  proposition, 
if  voted,  a  vote  of  attainder?  To  consider  a  prin- 
ciple, we  must  try  its  nature,  and  see  how  &r  it 
will  go :  in  the  present  case,  he  considered  the  ef- 
fects of  the  principle  contended  for  would  be  per- 
nicious. If  we  advert  to  the  nature  of  Republican 
Government,  we  shall  find  that  the  censorial  pow- 
er is  in  the  people  over  the  (Government,  and  not 
in  the  Government  over  the  people.  Ajs  he  had 
confidence  in  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the 
people,|he  did  not  anticipate  any  lasting  evil  to 
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resalt  firom  the  publications  of  these  societies; 
thej  will  stand  or  fall  bj  the  public  opinion ;  no 
line  can  be  drawn  in  this  case.  The  law  is  the 
only  rule  of  right :  what  is  consistent  with  that,  is 
not  punishable ;  what  is  not  contrary  to  that,  is  in- 
nocent, or  at  least  not  censurable  by  the  Legislative 
body. 

With  respect  to  the  body  of  the  people,  (whether 
the  outrages  have  proceeded  from  weakness  or 
wickedness,)  what  has  been  done,  and  will  be  done 
by  the  Legislature,  will  have  a  due  effect  If  the 
proceedings  of  the  Government  should  not  have 
an  effect,  will  this  declaration  produce  it?  The 
people  at  large  are  possessed  of  proper  sentiments 
on  the  subject  of  the  insurrection ;  the  whole  Con- 
tinent reprobates  the  conduct  of  the  insurgents ;  it 
is  not,  therefore,  necessary  to  take  the  extra  step. 
The  press,  he  believed,  would  not  be  able  to  shake 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  Government 
In  a  Republic,  light  will  prevail  over  darkness, 
truth  over  error :  he  had  undoubted  confidence  in 
this  principle.  If  it  be  admitted  tliat  the  law  can- 
not animadvert  on  a  particular  case,  neither  can 
we  do  it  Governments  are  adim'nistered  by  men : 
the  same  degree  of  purity  does  not  always  exist 
Honesty  of  motives  may  at  present  prevail,  but 
this  affords  no  assurance  that  it  will  always  be  the 
case.  At  a  future  period,  a  Legislature  may  exist 
of  a  very  different  complexion  from  the  present :  in 
this  view  we  ought  not,  by  any  vote  of  ours,  to  give 
support  to  measures  which  now  we  do  not  hesitate 
to  reprobate. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  anticipated 
him  in  several  remarks.  No  such  inference  can 
fitirly  be  drawn  as  that  we  abandon  the  Pjuesi- 
nsNT,  should  we  pass  over  the  whole  busines& 
The  vote  passed  this  morning,  for  raising  a  force 
to  complete  the  good  work  of  peace,  order,  and 
tranquility,  begun  by  the  Executive,  speaks  quite 
a  different  language  from  that  which  has  been 
used  to  induce  an  adoption  of  the  principle  con- 
tended for.  Mr.  M.  adverted  to  precedents ;  none 
parallel  to  the  subject  before  us  existed.    The  in- 

?uiry  into  the  failure  of  the  expedition  under  St 
!lair  was  not  in  point  In  that  case,  the  House 
appointed  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  an  individual  in  the  public  service;  the 
Democratic  societies  are  not  He  knew  of  nothing 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Lefl:islature  which  war- 
rants the  House  in  saying,  that  institutions  con- 
fessedly not  illegal  were  subjects  of  Legislative  cen- 
sure. 

Mr.  Dkxteb  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  MAOisoir.  He 
said  that,  if  he  viewed  the  subject  as  trivial  as 
some  gentlemen  appeared  to,  he  would  not  trou- 
ble the  House  with  any  further  remarks,  after 
having  so  long  detained  them  while  In  Commit^ 
tee:  if  he  viewed  the  amendment  proposed  as 
dangerous  to  the  most  perfect  freedom  of  express- 
ing political  opinions,  as  the  gentleman  seemed 
to  who  was  last  up,  he  would  be  the  last  to  sup- 
port it  He  said  that  the  most  certain  way  to 
destroy  this  freedom  was,  to  encourage  an  unlimit- 
ed abuse  of  it;  and  the  way  to  render  a  free 
press  useless,  was  to  prostitute  it  to  the  base  pur- 
poses of  party  and  falsehood,  until,  wearied  with 


I 


constant  impositions,  the  public  would  r^oct  all 
information  from  that  source  as  uncertain  and 
delusive.  He  said  that  the  most  successful  wea- 
on  used  by  the  enemies  of  civil  freedom  erer 
ad  been,  to  push  the  ideas  of  liberty  to  such 
wild  extremes  as  to  render  it  impracticable  aod 
ridiculous^  and  thus  to  compel  the  sober  part  of 
the  community  to  submit  to  usurpation  as  a  leis 
evil  than  utter  insecurity  and  anarday :  he  added, 
if  America  loses  her  liberty,  this  will  be  the  in- 
strument of  her  destruction.  We  possess,  he  said, 
greater  equality  of  property  and  information  than 
any  other  nation ;  tne  means  of  subsistence  are  so 
easily  obtained,  that  no  man  is  neoessarilj  d^ 
pendent  on  the  will  of  another ;  from  these  cir- 
cumstances, our  country  is  more  fit  than  any  other 
for  a  Republican  form  of  Government:  if  we 
fail  in  maintaining  it,  we  shall  be  fairly  consider- 
ed to  have  made  an  experiment  not  only  for  our- 
selves,  but  for  the  world,  which  will  prove  that 
the  beautiful  theory  of  civil  fineedom  is  not  prac- 
ticable by  man ;  that  ambition  and  envy,  aided  hj 
ignorance,  are  naturally  too  strong  for  patriotisoL 
Mr.  D.  said,  that  the  nature  of  dyil  freedom  is 
more  obscure  than  its  real  friends  could  wish; 
that  it  consists  rather  in  what,  it  forbids  than  in 
what  it  allows;  that  man  was  finee  before  he  be- 
came %  member  ,of  society :  that  the  great  object 
of  associating  was  not  to  obtain*  freedom,  for  that 
was  possessed  before ;  but  to  guard  against  the 
abuse  of  it,  in  violating  the  rights  of  othera.  My 
liberty,  he  said,  is,  that  all  ower  citiaens  are  re- 
strained from  violating  my  riehts,  and  the  liberty 
of  each  one  of  them  is,  that  I  and  all  others  are 
equally  restrained  from  violating  his  rights.  R^ 
strain t,  then,  is  necessary  to  constitute  civil  liber 
ty ;  and  the  uniformity  of  this  restraint,  as  it  ope* 
rates  equally  on  all  classes  of  citizens,  is  equality. 
I  know,  sir,  that  a  doctrine  very  different  froin 
this  has  been  holden  by  some  false  apostles  of 
liberty,  and  that  the  aspiring,  the  vicious,  the  des* 
perate,  and  the  weak,  have  flocked  to  this  stand- 
ard :  by  them  the  power  to  violate  the  rights  of 
others,  and  disturb  the  public  peace  with  impu- 
nity, has  been  profanely  called  liberty,  and  the 
universality  of  this  has  been  called  equality.  Cui 
I  be  a  freeman,  sir,  if  the  Government  which  ii 
my  only  security  for  all  my  rights,  may  be  ioTa- 
ded  with  impunity,  and  my  reputation,  the  dear 
est  of  all  possessions  and  the  best  reward  of  virtue, 
blasted  by  the  foul  breath  of  slander  and  &l6e- 
hood  ?  When  this  shall  be  admitted  as  a  principle 
in  the  American  code,  we  shall  call  that  freedom 
which  will  be  our  misery ;  we  shall  cease  to  de- 
serve liberty;  we  shall  need  a  master.  Let  men 
meet  for  deliberating  on  public  matters ;  let  tb^ 
freely  express  their  opinions  in  conversation  or  in 
print^  but  let  them  do  this  with  a  decent  respect 
for  the  will  of  the  muority,  and  for  the  Got^- 
ment  and  rulers  which  the  people  have  appoiat- 
ed ;  let  them  not  become  'a  band  of  conspirators, 
to  make  and  propagate  falsehood  and  slander;  let 
them  not  insti^te  ta  th^  highest  crimes  against 
society ;  and,  sir,  if  any  have  so  done,  let  not  us 
encounge  them  in  these  outrages  by  calling  them 
the  exercise  of  the  inriolable  rights  of  freemen, 
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»  Buffer  iDisrq>re8enUtioii8  of  GoTernment  to 
in  credit  among  the  people,  is  giving  a  blow  to 
e  weakest  part  of  our  Gorerninent  It  would 
!  a  most  impoHant  political  acquisition,  if  means 
uld  be  deTised  to  scatter  through  the  Union  true 
cas  of  the  measures  of  QoTemment  The  best 
tentiona  cannot  now  guard  the  citizens  from 
ting  deceived,  by  the  cunning  and  depraved: 
«ne  improvement  on  this  subject  seems  esaen- 
illr  neceasaiy  to  perfect  the  system  of  political 
eedom.  Scattered,  as  our  countrymen  are,  over 
I  immenae  country,  and  employed  in  useftil  in* 
iistry,  perhaps  this  ia  rather  to  be  wished  for  than 
cpected ;  but  we  can  at  least  take  measurea  to 
revent  the  most  fatal  effects  from  misrepresent- 
Lions  and  scandal. 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  had  made  these  remarks  as  being 
^pHcable  to  moat  of  the  reasoning  against  the 
roposed  amendment,  and  particularly  to  that  of 
36  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  last  sat  down, 
tfr.  MA.DIS0H.]  He  was  no  more  inclined  to  in* 
inge  rights  which  the  people  had  reserved  than 
bat  genUeman ;  but  he  did  not  know  any  article 
r  principle  of  the  Constitution  by  which  the  peo- 
lie  had  reserved  to  themselves  the  precious  right 
f  vilifying  and  misrepresenting  their  own  Go* 
em  men  t  and  laws,  and  exciting  treason  and  re- 
union, with  impunity.  However  inestimable  the 
ight  of  free  discussion  of  public  matters,  and  of 
i  free  press,  might  be,  (and  no  man  valued  them 
Dore  highly  than  himself,)  he  thought  that  when 
liey  were  so  abused  as  to  become  hostile  to  liber- 
ty, and  threaten  her  destruction,  the  abuses  ought 
la  be  corrected;  and  he  argued  from  the  principle 
)f  self-preservation,  that  the  €U>veniment  of  every 
coontry  must  have  the  right  to  do  so.  Unless 
those  are  more  sacred  than  the  very  liber^  they 
ire  designed  to  secure,  this  cannot  be  denied. 

Mr.  D.  observed,  that  Mr.  Madisok  had  stated 
ts  a  principle  trom  which  to  argue,  and  on  which 
almost  idl  his  deductions  were  founded,  a  proposi- 
tion so  doubtful  in  itself,  that  it  ought  rather  to 
be  proved,  than  assumed  as  a  first  principle  from 
which  to  reason,  yIz,  that  we  cannot  rightfully 
intermeddle  in  any  way  with  a  subject  which  we 
cianot  regulate  by  Uw.    Admitting  it  to  be  a  true 
tnd  self-evident  proposition,  however,  he  said,  it 
concluded  nothing  against  the  amendment :  for  it 
would  still  remain  to  be  proved,  which  it  never 
coold  be,  that  the  Legislature  had  no  right  to^re- 
s^in  such  abuses  by  Uw.    He  did  not  think  it 
necestsary  or  expedient  to  make  any  law  on  the 
cabject ;  he  hoped  it  never  would  be :  but  he  did 
not  doubt  the  right  to  forbid  such  flagrant  out- 
rages on  social  order,  and  all  arts  tending  to  pro- 
dace  them.     There  can  be  no  better  proof,   he 
Bud,  that  such  laws  may  be  made,  than  that  they 
now  exist    Mr.  Madison  had  mentioned  religious 
societies  as  not  to  be  prohibited  by  law :  as  such, 
^.  D.  said  they  clearly  could  not  be ;  no  more 
eoiiid  harmless  discussions  of  political  subjects  by 
iadiTiduals  or  associations.    But  would  any  man 
doubt,  when  under  the  pretence  of  the  exercise  of 
^ese  rights  the  blackest  crimes  were  instigated 
fnd  perpetrated,  that  the  law  had  a  right  to  pun- 
^l   The  dubs  have  waged  war  not  only  with 


the  Government  which  the  people  have  instituted 
and  the  rulers  which  they  have  appointed,  but 
they  have  counteracted  all  the  most  essential 
principles  of  Republicanism.  They,  being  a  small 
minority,  have  attempted  to  control  the  majority ; 
to  usurp  a  power  which  the  people  never  dele- 
gated to  them ;  to  act  as  censors,  nay,  controllem 
of  the  Government  and  laws ;  they  are  responsi- 
ble to  nobody  for  the  exercise  of  it^  and  are  to 
continue  in  oflSce  as  long  as  they  shall  please. 
Such  societies  have  all  the  properties,  except  the 
power,  of  absolute  despotism ;  yet  these  tyrants 
prate  about  liberty,  and  profane  the  name  of  Re- 
publicanism. 

Mr.  D.  adverted  to  Mr.  Madisor's  observation 
that  the  censure  intended  must  be  a  punishment, 
and  that  the  House  had  no  Constitutional  right  to 
convict  of  or  punish  for  crimes.  If  the  proposed 
amendment  be  a  punishment,  he  said,  it  is  of  a 
singular  kind;  it  is  punishment  in  the  abstract, 
without  an  object  punished.  It  says  that  e&rtain 
self-created  societies  have  trespassed.  Can  this 
be  called  a  stigma  on  all  such  societies?  The 
word  certain  forbids  this  construction.  Which 
society  is  punished  ?  None ;  unless  conscience  or 
public  opinion  shall  designate  the  object 

The  PavsroBNT,  in  another  part  of  his  Address, 
has  lamented  that  certain  citizens  have  shown 
themselves  capable  of  an  Insurrection;  and  we 
have  done  the  same  in  our  Answer.  Is  this  a 
stigma  on  all  citizens?  It  had  been  repeatedly 
said,  that  the  measure  is  unnecessary,  because  the 
danger  has  subsided  ^  but,  he  asked,  is  it  not  ne- 
cessary to  inform  the  people  from  whence  the 
evil  arose,  to  guard  against  a  repetition  of  it  ?  Can 
we  always  presume  on  the  same  prompt  patriot- 
ism of  a  future  Executive,  or  the  same  public 
confidence  in  his  measures  and  compliance  with 
his  requisitions?  or,  on  the  same  good  fortune  in 
rechuming  or  subjugating  the  disobedient?  There 
was  a  time^  when  the  insurrection  was  truly  formi- 
dable; it  rose  like  a  water-spout,  threatening  to 
annihilate  gravity,  and  throw  the  ocean  to  Hea- 
ven ;  and  as  that,  by  force  of  the  general  principle  of 
attraction,  returns  again  to  ite  former  level,  and 
mixes  with  the  surrounding  waters,  so  this  civil 
tomult  has  been  overeome  by  the  energy  of  the 
laws;  but  it  is  folly  to  incur  future  evils,  pre- 
suming on  simiUr  good  fortune.  The  heavy  hand 
of  despotism  may  forcibly  hold  down  the  scale 
which  preponderates,  and  preserves  public  order ; 
but  in  free  esteblishments  like  ours,  where  the 
scales  are  nicely  balanced,  the  smallest  breath 
disturbs  the  eqmlibrium. 

A  genUeman  from  Vhrginia  [Mr.  Gnas]  has 
comptfed  the  amendment  to  the  denunciations  of 
France.  Those  were  not  uttered  by  the  organs 
of  the  public  will;  they  were  denunciations  of 
individuals,  or  self-created  societies  against  indi- 
vidmds;  whereas  this  is  neither.  This  is  only 
steting  a  &ct  for  public  information.  The  same 
gentleman,  and  many  others,  have  said  that  we 
have  not  sufficient  evidence  of  this  fiust  We 
know,  sir,  that  reaolutiona  of  such  societies,  en- 
couraging rebellion,  were  made  and  published; 
we  know  tluit  their  natund  effect  did  take  place. 
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Knowing,  then,  both  the  cause  and  effect,  can  we 
doubt  of  their  connexion  f  If  I  see  a  firelock 
pointed  at  a  man,  hear  the  discharge,  see  the  man 
fall,  I,  on  inspection,  find  a  ball  lodged  in  his  body — 
can  I  doubt  as  to  the  cause  of  &e  death  of  the 
man,  because  I  could  not  see  the  ball  pass  from 
the  muzzle  to  the  man  ?  Must  we  see  things,  in 
their  nature  invisible,  before  we  believe?  The 
Prbsident  has  been  present  at  the  scene  of  in- 
surrection ;  we  have  his  testimony  on  the  subject, 
and  other  official  communications  are  not  want- 
ing. We  have  the  pointed  testimony  of  Uie  mem- 
b^  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Scott,]  who  was  an 
eye-witnes&  He  tells  us  that  the  club  there  di- 
rected the  insurrection ;  that  the  same  men  were 
leaders  in  the  club  and  in  the  field ;  and  that  they 
corresponded  with  other  clubs.  The  gentlenuin 
from  Virginia,  last  alluded  to,  has  said  that  dis- 
content and  disturbance  existed  there  prior  to  the 
establishment  of  clubs.  But,  does  it  follow  from 
this  that  their  measures,  when  ef^tablished,  did  not 
increase  the  evil,  and,  by  deceiving  the  malcon- 
tents as  to  the  principles  and  conduct  of  the  Qo- 
vemment,  and  the  disposition  of  the  people,  en- 
courage them  to  take  arms?  The  clubs  declared 
they  spoke  the  opinion  of  the  people,  and  the  de- 
luded insurgents  believed  them.  The  same  gen- 
tleman has  said  that  the  PaismsifT  addresses  the 
public,  and  not  us,  on  this  subject,  and  therefore 
does  not  expect  an  answer.  Why,  sir,  shall  not 
we  join  in  the  Address,  if  it  be  true  and  useful  ? 
The  Senate  have  done  it ;  if  we  do  not,  we  seem 
to  contradict  it  If  we  do  not^  we  create  a  dan- 
gerous disagreement  between  the  different  branches 
of  Government,  distract  the  public  mind,  and  en- 
courage disorders. 

If  the.  member  from  Pennsylvania  is  to  be  cre- 
dited, (and  no  man  will  dispute  his  testimony,) 
the  clubs  are  more  criminal  than  the  deluded  in- 
surgents ;  yet  we  have  censured  the  latter  without 
reserve.  Why,  sir,  has  the  gentleman  fibm  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Giles]  criminated  so  severely  our  zeal 
on  this  question?  Why  has  he  condemned  the 
oratory  it  has  excited,  when  he  often  gives  us 
Buch  handsome  specimens  of  it?  If  liberty  and 
our  country  are  in  danger,  it  is  treason  to  be  cold. 
From  the  gentleman's  censures  on  the  loose  rea- 
soning and  warmth  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
we  were  led  to  expect  from  him  the  most  dispas- 
sionate demonstration ;  yet  the  gentleman  appear- 
ed, in  some  of  his  reasoning,  more  ingenious  than 
solid;  it  was  too  fine-spun  to  be  strong.  The 
strength  of  his  understanding;  like  the  intense 
heat  of  the  sun,  produced  a  vapor  to  obscure  its 
own  effulgence.  One  plain  distinction  is  an  an- 
swer to  most  of  the  reasoning  of  this  gentleman 
and  his  colleagues.  We  do  not  contend  for  con- 
trolling, or  even  animadverting,  on  the  rights  of 
opinion,  or  of  publishing  opinions.  We  wish  only 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  abuses  of 
those  rights,  and  the  crimes  such  abuses  have  pro- 
duced, (which  endanger  the  existence  of  those 
very  rights,  and  liberty  in  general,)  i^  order  that 
the  people,  knowing  the  evil,  may  themselves  cor- 
rect it 

Mr.  Nicholas,  after  a  short  apology  for  speak- 


ing again,  observed,  the  gentleman  who  amused 
the  House  yesterday,  and  the  gentleman  who  just 
sat  down,  have  so  fkr  fallen  short  of  their  object, 
that  he  should  be  pardoned  in  takihg  a  review  of 
the  subject  The.  gentlemen  have  adopted  this 
mode :  they  first  propose  a  question,  and  from  a 
comparison  of  the  mischiefs  arising  on  the  differ- 
ent decisions^  urge  a  right  to  decide,  when  no  such 
rightis  contended  to  exist  What  is  the  evidence 
on  which  we  are  to  decide  ?  the  testimony  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania?  He  refers  to  one 
society  only.  Adverting  to  the  Address,  Mr.  N. 
expressed  his  surprise  that  so  much  aid  had  beeo 
drawn  firom  that  quarter.  He  respected  the  Pii* 
siDBiiT — ^he  believed  his  declarations ;  but  this  im- 
posed no  obligation  to  add  his  own.  Notiang  Mr. 
Dixtbr's  remarks  on  the  abuse  of  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  he  adverted  to  the  publicatioDS  of  the 
Democratic  societies;  if  they  are  so  fidae  as  » 
pretended,  they  will  defeat  themselves*  He  no- 
ticed the  concession  which  had  been  made,  that 
societies  for  political  information  are  legal,  and 
may  be  useful :  taking  this  for  granted,  he  insist- 
ed that  they  had  a  right  to  census  as  well  as  to 
inform;  for,  without  this  right,  the  concession 
amounts  to  nothing.  He  notic^  the  argument 
that  the  censure  being  general,  does  not  amount 
to  individual  censure.  If  it  ia  not  general  and 
individual  censure  both,  ihe  argument  in  faror  of 
the  general  proposition  is  of  no  use,  and  is  nuga- 
tory. He  noticed  the  assertyMi  of  Mr.  Dexteb, 
that  the  House  had  a  right  to  legislate  in  this  case. 
Mt,  N.  remarked,  that  by  this  mode  the  House  pre- 
cluded the  regular  course  of  legislation,  by  a  sin- 
gle vote,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 
We  Are  called  upon  to  support  the  Pbksidbnt: 
but  what  are  we  to  support — his  actions  or  hij 
opinions?  The  Constitution  does  not  depend  on 
the  P&BSiDENT ;  but  the  Prbsident  has  only  stated 
an  opinion  to  the  people,  and  leaves  tt  to  them 
to  reflect  on  it  He  lamented  that  the  Pebsidknt's 
weight  and  influence  was  brought  so  often,  into 
debate.  He  had  heard  it  said  it  was  part  of  a  sys- 
tem :  he  wished  it  might  not  be  injurious  to  lum 
or  to  the  Grovehiment 

Mr.  MoKTooMBBT  wss  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Dax- 
TEE,  and  some  members  on  that  side  of  the  q^fSr 
tion,  had  laid  much  stress  upon  a  very  insignifi- 
cant sort  of  argument.  Tou  must  vote  this  way 
or  that  way,  because,  if  you  do  not,  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  will  imagine  that  the  whole 
House  of  Representatives  are  in  &vor  of  Demo- 
cratic societies.  One  gentleman  [Mr.  Amq]  had 
told  us  that  Fame,  or  Calumny,  with  one  hundred, 
or  one  hundred  thousand  tongues,  was  flying  over 
every  Post  Road  on  the  Continent,  and  proclaim- 
ing that  forty-five  or  forty -seven  members  of  Con- 
gress were  in  fiivor  of  Democratic  societies.  It 
had  likewise  been  alleged,  that  if  the  amendment 
could  be  carried,  the  people  would  consider  the 
whole  weight  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
against  the  societies.  Mr.  M.  oonsidered  this  rea- 
soning as  entirely  chimerical  The  people  knew, 
by  this  time,  as  well  as  the  House  itself  did,  thai 
they  were  divided  by  a  majority  of  one  or  two, 
and,  which  ever  party  gained  the  victory,  the  peo- 
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1e  would  pajas  much  respect  to  the  votes  of  forty- 
re  members  on  one  side,  as  of  fortj-seven  on  the 
other.  The  trifling  dififerenee  of  two  or  three  ?otes 
would  make  np  impression  whatever,  in  forming 
the  sentiments  of  the  publia 

Did  gentlemen  imagine  that  the  Prisiokivt,  ad- 
mitting that  he  was  in  any  way  interested  in  their 
decision,  could  feel  any  great  satis&ction  in  a  majo- 
titj  of  forty-seven  against  forty-six  f  Or  was  the 
weight  of  the  forty-six  members  to  be  destroyed, 
with  the  public,  merely  becase  they  were  outvoted 
by  such  a  narrow  majority?  If  the  amendment 
was  voted  at  all,  it  would  be  in  this  way ;  and  he 
could  not  possibly  see  what  advantage  any  party 
wts  to  reap  from  having  such  a  majority.  The 
people  at  large  know,  as  well  as  the  House,  the 
state  of  the  votes  on  the  amendment ;  and  at  any 
nte,  they  will  judge  for  themselves.  He  wished 
the  thing  to  &11  asleep ;  and,  as  the  most  peaceable 
way  to  get  rid  of  it,  he  should,  if  seconded,  move 
the  previous  question. 

Several  gentlemen  rose  to  second  the  motion. 
Ur.  Sbdowick  and  Mr.  Datton  declared  that  it  was 
out  of  order.  It  would  bring  the  House  into  such 
a  dilemma,  that  they  could  not  get  forward  with  the 
business  either  one  way  or  another. 

After  some  dispute,  this  point  of  form  was  re» 
ferred  to  the  Spbakxb.  Be  declared  that  the  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question  was  in  order,  the 
<2uestion  being  on  the  amendment  This  opinion 
was  overruled  by  the  House.  The  House  was 
then  going  to  divide,  when — 

Mr.  Gaxiiks  rose. — He  was  entirely  against  the 
tmendment.  It  denounced  vengeance  against  all 
societies:  this  was  extremely  unjust  It  would  be 
better  for  the  House  to  speak  out  like  men,  and 
name  the  culprits.  Let  a  committee  be  appointed, 
if  it  must  take  notice  of  the  affair,  and  let  them 
inquire  and  report  what  was  the  real  cause  of  the 
late  insurrection.  Mr.  0.  gave  an  instance  of  a 
Democratic  society  that  turned  out  as  volunteers 
against  the  rioters.  Do  we  think,  (said  Mr.  G.,) 
that  the  Prbsidbht  interests  himself  in  our  Ad- 
dreist  Sir,  the  Peisidxiit  is  not  to  be  amused 
with  trifles.  He  is  not  to  be  tickled  with  the 
tarn  of  a  paragraph.  What  I  are  we  to  answer  a 
line  and  a  half  of  a  Speech,  with  a  vote  that  strikes 
at  the  soul  of  all  society  ?  Are  we  to  point  the 
finger  of  execration  indiscriminately?  What  will 
be  the  effect,  sir,  of  this  conduct?  A  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Sedgwick]  told  you  the. other  day,  that 
Democratic  societies  had  produced  the  insurrec- 
tions; but  when,  in  the  course  of  his  observations, 
he  became  a  littlo  more  animated,  be  told  us  that 
a  foreign  Envoy,  Oenet^  had  been  the  cause  of  all 
this  miachiet  If  this  be  true,  the  Democratic 
societies  are  innocent  Sir,  by  this  amendment 
von  would  prevent  the  freedom  of  speech,  and 
lock  the  mouths  of  men.  They  are  not  to  cen- 
sure the  measures  of  Government,  and  then  bad 
men  may  do  what  they  please  with  it  I  hope, 
sir,  that  the  day  will  never  come,  when  the  people 
of  America  shall  not  have  leave  to  assemble, 
and  speak  their  mind.  It  is  acknowledged  that 
this  aflair  is  not  an  object  of  Judicial  cognizance. 
This  everstndning  always   defeats  its  own  pur- 


pose. The  trial  of  Muir,  and  others,  on  flimsy 
grounds,  have  done  more  service  to  the  cause  of 
their  par^  than  if  they  had  received  a  reinforce- 
ment of  five  thousand  fighting  men. 

As  to  the  comparison  between  this  matter  and 
St.  Glair's  failure,  there  was  no  sort  of  similarity 
or  correspondence  between  them.  In  that  case, 
the  House  had  employed  servants,  and  was  enti- 
tled to  look  into  their  conduct  The  present 
amendment^  on  the  contrary,  holds  up  no  deter- 
minate object,  and  has  ill-nature  and  asperity  on 
the  very  face  of  it  When  the  Prxsidint  in  bis 
Speech,  mentioned  the  self-created  societies,  he 
did  not  address  himself  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives but  to  the  people  at  large.  But  if  it 
was  to  become  the  rule,  in  framing  a  reply,  to 
make  it  an  exact  echo  of  the  Speech  itself — 
if  there  was  no  necessity  for  exercising  our  judg- 
ments, he  considered  the  House  as  losing  time. 
It  would  be  much  better  to  take  the  Speech  at 
once,  turn  the  other  end  uppermost,  and  send  ^ 
back  to  the  Prbsidsnt  as  fast  as  possible.  As  to 
this  all-powerful  resolution,  which  was  tp  go  into 
those  dark  cells  of  which  the  House  had  been  told, 
it  would  be  much  better  to  give  the  gentleman 
^Mr.  W.  Smith]  a  blacking-brush,  and  send  him 
into  them  to  mark  out  the  guilty.  The  House 
would  then  know  how  to  proceed. 

Mr.  G.  objected  to  Mr.  Dbxteb*s  comparison,  of 
a  man  shot  dead  by  a  balL  He  wanted  the 
gentleman  to  show  him  the  bullet;  or,  in  plain 
terms,  to  show  him  a  letter  from  the  Democratic 
societies  of  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  addressed 
to  the  Western  people,  and  exciting  them  to  in- 
surrection ;  but  as  the  gentleman  could  show  him 
no  such  thing,  Mr.  G.  utterly  denied  the  propriety 
of  the  parallel. 

Mr.  W.  Surra  thought  it  somewhat  strange 
that,  at  this  time  of  day,  members  should  be  call- 
ing for  facts,  when  these  are  so  well  known  to  all 
the  House.  He  then  read  a  set  of  resolutions, 
dated  8th  of  May  last,  adopted  and  published  by 
the  Democratic  society  of  Philadelphia.  These 
resolutions  condemned,  in  the  most  unqualified 
terms,  the  appointment  of  John  Jay  as  Minister 
from  the  United  States  to  the  Gourt  of  London, 
because  they  say  he  had  formerly  declared  that 
the  British  were  entitled  to  keep  the  Western 
posts,  and  because  it  was  contrary  to  the  Gonsti- 
tution  to  appoint  a  Judge  to  a  diplomatic  station. 
The  strongest  censure  was  likewise  cast  upon  the 
Executive,  for  having  made  such  an  appointment 
These  resolutions  were  circular,  and  voted  to  be 
sent  to  all  the  Democratic  societies  in  the  United 
SUtes. 

Mr.  S.  next  observed,  that  individual  Legisla- 
tures in  the  Union  had  passed  votes  of  censure  on 
this  House;  and  he  did  not  see,  by  a  parity  of 
reasoning,  why  the  House  might  not  also  pass 
votes  of  censure.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  there  had  been 
a  great  change  of  sentiments  of  some  members  of 
that  House.  About  two  years  ago,  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  determined,  by  thirty-five 
votes  against  sixteen,  to  pass  an  opinion  on  the 
new  Gonstitution  of  France;  and  the  gentlemen 
who  had  then  exercised  the  right,  now  denied  that 
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the  House  hid  it.  Mr.  S.  concluded  by  saying, 
that  the  President  had  denounced  the  Democrati- 
cal  societies,  and  they  had  denounced  him. 

Mr.  GiLBS  rose  and  said,  that  the  charge  of  in- 
consistency rested  with  the  member  last  up ;  who, 
in  the  case  referred  to,  had  asserted  that  the  House 
had  no  right  to  pass  a  vote  of  opinion,  yet,  on  the 
present  question  insisted  that  they  had.  Mr.  G. 
was  one  of  the  thirty-five  who  voted  for  an  exer- 
cise of  opinion,  but  this  was  only  for  returning  a 
civil  answer  to  a  civil  letter  from  the  Republic  of 
France.  The  gentlemen  who  gave  that  vote  for 
an  answer,  knew  that  they  were  not  to  give  an 
opinion  where  they  could  not  legislate.  There 
was,  therefore,  no  inconsistency  on  the  part  of 
these  members,  but  with  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  Mr.  G.  informed  the  House  of 
his  having  this  moment  learned,  that  in  the  army, 
in  the  Western  counties,  there  was  nothing  Ulked 
of  but  overturning  Democratic  societies.  Nobody 
could  tell  where  this  matter  might  end. 

l..*^^*T•  ^*''™'  *"  ^^^y  *^  ^^'  Q"^8  cleared 
himself  from  any  inconsistency  in  the  case  alluded 
to,  by  asserting  that  he  had  not  denied  the  right 
of  t^  House,  but  the  propriety  of  the  exercise  of 
It  He  had  disapproved  of  the  House  giving  an 
opinion  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  French 
Constitution,  which,  as  France  was  in  a  revolu- 
tionary state,  was  liable  to  frequent  change ;  and 
the  event  had  justified  him,  for  the  House  had 
B<»rce  passed  the  vote  which  extolled  that  Con- 
stitution as  a  model  of  wisdom  and  magnanimity, 
when  the  French  themselves  denounced  it,  as  in- 
consistent with  their  rights  and  liberties.  But  the 
g:entleman  from  Virginia  was  undoubtedly  incon- 
sistent, for  he  had,  on  that  occasion,  contended  for 
the  right  of  the  House  to  give  its  opinion,  and  that 
in  a  case  where  the  answer  was  to  be  given  to  the 
Sovereign  of  a  foreign  nation,  respecting  the  affairs 
and  policy  of  a  foreign  country.  If  the  House  were 
right  on  that  occasion,  a  fortiori^  ought  they  now, 
when  called  on  by  our  Chief  Magistrate,  to  give  an 
opinion  at  an  important  crisis  respecting  the  affairs 
of  our  own  country? 

The  question  was  then  put.  Shall  the  words 
"self-created  societies  and'*  be  replaced  in  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  FrrzsiMONs?  This  was  carried 
by  a  majoritv  of  forty-seven  against  forty-five. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  this  question, 
and  were  as  follow : 

^w^""^!*'*^''  -^roes.  James  Armstrong,  John  Beat- 
U,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne.  Benjamin 
Bourne  Lambert  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb.  Peleg  Cof- 
fin,  Jtishua  Coit.  William  J.  Dawson.  Jonathan  Dayton. 
Bamue  Dexter.  Thomas  Fitzstmons.  Dwight  Fiter. 
Esekiel  Gilbert,  Nicholas  Oilman.  Henry  Glenn.  Ben' 
lamiii  Goodhue.  James  Gordon,  Samael  Griffin.  Wil- 
haul  Barry  Gn.ve,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  HiUhouse, 
Williara  Hm.lnian,  Samuel  Holten.  John  Wilkes  Kit^ 
tern,  Henry  Latimer.  Amaaa  Learned.  Richard  Bland 
^^'^  Tf^^'*^^"^  ^*"^  Van.  Murray.  Tboma. 
!.'"K*Q"'!?*^.;?n^^«^"*^^  John  a  Sherbiine.  Jere- 
miah  Smith  )V  .Uiarn  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Geom 
Thatc-her.  Uriah  Tracy.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  \ 
Van  Allen  Peter  Van  Qaasbeck.  Peleg  Wadaworth. 
Arti-mas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Paine  Wingate. 

ISAYs.— Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tho- 


mas Blount.  Thomas  P.  Camea,  Gabriel  Cfaristie.  TTjo- 
mas  Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles.  Henry  Dearborn.  Geose 
Dent,  Gabriel  Duval,  William  Kndley.  William  B. 
Giles.  James  Gilleepie,  Christopher  Greenup.  Andrew 
Gregg,  George  Hancock.  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jobo 
Heath.  Daniel  Heister.  John  Hunter.  Matthew  hoikt, 
William  Lyman.  Nathaniel  Macon.  James  MadiioD,  Jo- 
seph McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane;  William  Moat- 
gomerv,  Andrew  Moore.  Peter  Muhlenbefeg;  Josepk  Ne- 
ville, Anthony  New.  John  Nicbolaak  Na£aniel  Niln, 
Alexander  D.  Orr.  Joeiah  Parker,  Andrew  Piekeoi. 
Francis  Preston.  Robert  Rutherford,  John  Smilie,  Imd 
Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abnr 
ham  Venable.  Francis  Walker,  and  Joseph  Winstoo. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Chhstii, 
further  to  amend  the  said  ckose  by  inserting,  tiler 
the  words  '*  combinations  of  men,**  the  words  "in 
the  four  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
parts  adjacent :" 

And,  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  was  resolved 
m  the  afSrmative,  the  House  being  equally  divided, 
to  wit :  yeas  46,  nays  46. 

The  Spbakbr  declaring  himself  with  the  yeas. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  as  demanded  by  one-fifth  of 
the  members  present,  were  as  fi^ow : 

Tras.— Theodorus  Bailey.  Abraham  Baldwin.  Tho- 
mas Blount,  Thomas  P.  Cames.  Gabriel  Christie,  Tbo- 
mas  Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Hen- 

?r  Dearborn.  George  Dent,  Gabriel  Duval.  Waiiim 
indley.  William  B.  Giles.  James  Gillespie.  Christopber 
Greenup.  Andrew  Gregg.  George  Hancock,  Carter  R 
Hamsoo.  John  Heath,  Daniel  Heister,  John  Htmtcr, 
Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Mseoo, 
James  Madison.  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  MebsBe[ 
WiUiam  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore.  Peter  MoUa- 
berg.  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New.  J<^q  Nicbolaa, 
Nathaniel  Nilcs.  Alexander  D.  Orr.  Joeiah  Parker.  An- 
drew Pickens,  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford.  Joha 
Smilie.  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  WuHp  Van 
Corthmdt,  Abraham  Venable,  Frauds  Walker,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

Nats. — ^Fi^ber  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  John  Best- 
ty.  Elias  Boudinot,  Sheaijashob  Bourne.  Benjamio 
Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader.  David  Cobb.  Peleg  Coi^ 
fin.  Joshua  Coit.  Jonathan  Dayton,  Samuel  Dexter. 
Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Dwight  Faster,  Exekiel  Oilbsrt, 
Nicholas  GiUnan.  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Geodhoe^ 
James  Gordon,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  B.  Gkove,  IVh 
mas  Hartley,  James  HiUhouse,  William  HiodmaD, 
Samuel  Holten,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Henry  Utimer, 
Araasa  Learned.  Richard  BUnd  Lee.  Francis  Malbooe. 
William  Vans  Murray,  Thomas  Scott.  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, John  S.  Sherburne.  Jeremiah  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tnej, 
Jonathan  Trumbull.  John  K  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van 
Gaasbeck.  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  John 
Watts,  and  Paine  Wingate. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Siotb, 
of  South  Carolina,  further  to  amend  the  said  claose, 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  "adjacent,**  in  the 
amendment  last  agreed  to,  the  words  "counte- 
nanced by  self-created  societies  elsewhere  :** 

And,  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the 
negative— yeas  42,  nays  60,  as  follows  : 

TsAH. — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  John  Beai- 
tv.  Elias  Boudinot,  Sbearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamis 
Bourne.  Lambert  Cadwalader.  David  Cobb.  Peleg  CW- 
fin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Samuel  Dexter, 
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lioaias  FitsMinaiM,  Dwigfat  Foster,  Esekiel  Oilberti 
lenry  Glenn,  BeDJftmiD  Goodhae,  James  Gordon,  Tho- 
3aa  Hartley,  James  HilUioase,  WiHiam  Hindman, 
iaroael  Holten,  John  Wilkes  Kitten,  Henry  Latimer, 
{jxuML  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Malbone, 
f  illtam  Vans  Momj,  Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Qedg- 
rick.  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swiff, 
leorge  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Tromhull, 
ohn  £  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wads- 
rorth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts,  and  Pftine  Win- 
«te. 

KATa^Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tho- 
018  Blonnt,  Thomas  P.  Games,  Gabriel  Christie,  Hio- 
OM  Qaibome,  Isaac  Ooles,  William  J.  Dawson,  Henrr 
)earbi>fn,  Geom  Dent,  Gabriel  DovaU,  William  Find- 
er. William  R  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Nicholas  Gilmao, 
Tfaristopher  Greennp,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  GriiBn, 
FiUtam  Barry  Grove,  Geoive  Hancock,  Carter  B.  Har- 
ison,  John  Heath,  Daniel  Heister,  John  Hunter,  Hat- 
iiew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
tfsdisoii,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  Wil- 
iim  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg, 
fowph  NeriDe,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Na- 
iuuel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiafa  Parker,  Andrew 
Pickens,  Francts  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford,  John  S. 
Sberbame,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Tliomas  Tred- 
rell,  Philip  Yao  Cortlandt^  Abraham  Yenable,  Frands 
flTalker,  snd  Joecfph  Winston. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
Souse  do  agree  to  the  said  daose^  amended  to  read 
18  followeth : 

"  In  trscing  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  insnrreo- 
tioo,  we  can  entertain  no  doabt  t&t  certain  self-crc«ited 
lodetiei  sad  combinations  of  men  in  the  four  Western 
ooBDtiefl  of  PeonsylTania,  and  parts  adjacent,  careless 
of  cootequencea,  and  disregardmg  the  truth,  by  disse- 
ntosting  sospieione,  jeakmsies,  ami  aocneations  of  the 
OoTcrament,  have  luul  all  the  agency  you  ascribe  to 
Umd,  io  fomenting  this  daring  outrage  against  sodal 
order  sad  the  authority  of  the  laws  r^ 

It  passed  in  the  negttiTe,  nineteen  members  only 
rising  ID  the  afBrmatiye. 
An  adjournment  wag  then  called  for,  ju&d  carried. 


FuDAT,  November  88^ 

A  petition  of  a  number  of  Germana,  residing  in 
(he  county  of  Augusta,  in  the  Stote  of  Yirginia, 
VIS  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  stating  the 
ineoQvenienoeB  to  which  th^  are  sul^ected,  from 
in  entire  ignormnoe  of  the  English  language,  and 
pnjing  that  a  certain  portion  of  the  laws  of  ^e 
United  States  may  be  printed  in  the  Gennan  Un- 
goage.    Laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Livingston  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a  C(»nmittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday 
next 

ADDRBSS  TO  THB  PBESIDSNT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
tmendments  reported  on  Tuesday  last,  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Address  to  the  Prbsidcnt  of  thc  Uhtcd 
Statss,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress;  whereupon, 

The  second  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  oeing  again  read  at 


the  €]erk*s  table,  was,  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded  further 
to  amend  the  said  Address,  by  inserting,  after  the 
word  ''insurrection,*'  in  the  first  paragraph,  the 
following  clause : 

**  And  we  learn,  with  the  greatest  concern,  that  any 
misrepresentations  whatever,  of  the  Gk>Temment  and  its 
proceedings,  either  by  individuals  or  combinations  of 
men,  should  have  been  made,  and  so  fer  credited,  as  to 
foment  the  flagrant  oatrage  which  has  been  committed 
on  the  laws.** 

Mr.  Tract  said,  that  he  should  vote  for  this 
amendment,  if  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Nicholas]  would 
insert  between  the  w<vds  *'  been"  and  "  so  frr  cre- 
dited'* the  addition  of  made  and.  This  would  nuike 
the  whole  read  better. 

[The  additional  words  were  immediately  inserted 
by  Mr.  Nicholas.] 

Mr.  McDowsLL  said,  that  twenty-five  days  of 
the  session  were  now  elapsed,  and  he  was  at  a  loss 
to  know  what  the  House  iMid  been  doing.  This 
was  a  very  serious  matter,  and  must  give  real  con- 
cern to  eveiy  friend  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HiLLHouss  proposed  to  refer  the  whole  sub- 
ject back  to  the  committee,  to  draw  up  a  new  Ad* 
dress,  such  as  would  suit  the  sentiments  of  both 
parties  in  a  middle  course. 

Mr.  Hbath  declared  himself  heartily  tired  of  the 
discussion,  which  tended  only  to  revive  odious  dis- 
tinctions. He  wished  to  adopt  the  motion  for  re- 
ferring back  again  to  the  committee.  He  had  'felt 
extreme  uneasiness  during  the  whole  time  of  these 
debates,  at  the  nature  of  them. 

Mr.  Balowin  felt  a  very  mortifying  impresnon 
at  having  been,  this  week,  a  witness  to  such  trifling 
as  had  taken  place  in  the  House.  We  have  spent 
four  days  in  drawing  up  an  Address,  and  are  no^ 
just  about  where  we  set  out  Wbfle  the  most 
extraordinary  events  which  the  world  ever  saw  are 
passing,  we  cannot  get  at  the  papers  on  the  table, 
to  see  how  fiur  we  are  concerned  in  these  events,  on 
account  of  so  small  a  matter.  He  would  agree  to 
nothing  but  what  would  decide  the  point  instant»> 
neously. 

Mr.  McDowell  thought  that  it  would  be  very 
odd  to  be  sending  this  matter  back  to  a  commit- 
tee. In  the  interim,  we  proceed  to  dispatch  the 
business  recommended  in  the  Speech,  and  about 
the  end  of  the  session  we  come  forward  with  aa 
AddMS,  telling  the  PamDEiiT  that  we  are  going 
to  take  his  Speech  into  consideration.  The  afbir 
would  have  a  very  odd  appearance  on  the  Journal 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  that  it  was  well  known  to 
be  the  practice  to  refer  such  a  thing  back  to  the 
former  committee.  These  gentlemen,  three  in 
number,  had  all  declared  their  sentiments.  Two 
were  for  the  vote  of  censure,  and  a  third  against 
it  They  would,  no  doubt,  continue  in  the  same 
mind.  The  one  member  [Mr.  Hadisqn]  would 
be  out-voted.  The  substance  of  the  amendment, 
re|eoied  after  so  k>ng  a  struggle,  would  be  put  in 
again,  and  the  whole  he  to  commence  anew.  He 
bad  no  other  design  in  his  amendment  than  to 
conciliate.    He  assured  the  membeni  on  the  other 
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side  of  the  question,  that  he  nerer  would  consent 
to  a  recommitment 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  the  member  from  Vir- 
ginia had  talked  of  conciliation.  '  "  Give  me  all 
my  own  waj,  and  we  shall  have  no  debate."  Who 
began  the  number  of  amendments  this  morning  ? 
Was  it  not  that  gentleman?  And  if  he  comes  out 
with  his  amendments,  are  not  other  members  to 
be  at  equal  liberty  of  bringing  up  theirs?  Mr. 
D.  did  not  beliere  that  there  would  have  been  a 
single  motion  of  that  kind  this 'morning,  if  the 
gentleman  itself  had  not  begun  it  *'  Gome,"  says 
he,  '*  let  us  conciliate.  You  shall  all  do  just  as  I 
please,  and  we  shall  all  agree  P  Mr.  D.  was  for  the 
recommitment  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  AnEs  gave  much  credit  to  Mr.  Nicholas  for 
his  amendment,  which,  he  doubted  not,  was  pro- 
posed with  the  best  intentions.  He  was  quite 
tired,  if  not  ashamed,  of  the  debate.  Two  divisions 
in  the  House,  each  consisting  of  forty-six,  gaye  the 
world  but  a  bad  prospect  of  our  conciliation  and 
unanimity  through  the  rest  of  the  session. 

Mr.  RuTBKRroEU)  was  against  the  commitment 
What  would  our  common  parent  (the  President) 
say,  if  he  saw  us  thus  drawn  into  the  tenter-hooks 
of  party?.    . 

The  .question  was  taken  on  recommitting  the 
Address,  and  negatired— yeas  48,  nays  48. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas  was  then  put 

Mr.  Murray  wanted  the  word  "societies"  in- 
serted. 

Mr,  GooDHUB  imagined  that  it  was  no  matter 
whether  or  not,  combinations  of  men  are  undoubt- 
edly societies. 

Mr.  Nicholas  would  consider  the  adoption  of 
the  word  **  societies,"  as  a  signal  of  victory  to  the 
gentiemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  question.  He 
therefore  would  not  consent  to  its  admission. 

Mr.  Tract  had  promised  to  vote  for  the  motion 
as  it  stood.  But  he  should  declare  to  bis  learned 
friend  from  Maryland,  and  to  the  Whole  House, 
that,  by  **  combinations  of  men,"  (the  words  in  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Nicholas,)  he  understood  the 
Democratic  societies. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Nicholas  was  carried  by 
a  large  majority. 

The  Address,  as  amended,  was  then  read  through- 
out at  the  Clerk's  table,  as  follows : 

Sir  :  The  House  of  Representatives,  calling  to  mind 
the  blessings  enjoyed  by  tiie  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  especially  the  happiness  of  living  under  constitu- 
tions and  laws  which  rest  on  their  authority  alone,  could 
not  learn,  with  other  emotions  than  those  you  have  ex- 
pressed, that  any  part  of  our  fellow  citizens  should  have 
shown  themselves  capable  of  an  insurrection.  And  we 
learn,  with  the  greatest  concern,  that  any  misrepresen- 
tations whatever,  of  the  Government  and  its  proceed- 
ings, either  by  individuals  or  combinations  of  men, 
should  have  been  made,  and  so  far  credited  as  to  foment 
the  flagrant  oatra^  which  has  been  committed  on  the 
laws.  We  feel,  with  you,  the  deepest  regret  at  so  pain- 
Ail  an  occurrence  in  the  annals  of  our  country.  As 
men  regardAil  of  the  tender  interests  of  humanity,  we 
look  with  grief  at  scenes  which  might  have  stained  our 
land  with  civil  blood.  As  lovers  of  public  order,  we 
lament  that  it  has  suffered  so  flagrant  a  violation ;  as 
aealous  friends  of  Bepublioan  Ghivemment,  we  deplore 


every  occasion  which,  in  the  hands  of  its  enemies  mtj 
be  turned  into  a  calumny  against  it 

This  aspect  of  the  crisis,  however,  is  happily  not  tb« 
onlv  one  which  it  presents.  There  is  another,  vbieb 
yields  all  the  consolations  which  you  have  dravn  frm 
It  It  has  demonstrated  to  the  candid  world,  as  veil  u 
to  the  American  People  themselves,  that  theg;i¥ftt  bodj 
of  them,  every  where,  are  equally  attached  to  the  Inn* 
inous  and  vital  principle  of  our  Coosiitutioo,  vbdk 
enjoins  that  the  will  of  toe  majority  shall  prevail ;  t^ 
they  understand  the  indissoluble  union  between  tni 
liberty  and  reeular  Qovemment ;  that  thev  M  their 
duties  no  less  than  they  are  watchful  over  their  ri(^u; 
that  they  will  be  as  ready,  at  all  times,  to  cnkii  hcun- 
tiousness,  as  they  have  been  to  defeat  usurpatioa:  iai 
word,  that  they  are  capable  of  carrying  into  ezecutMo 
that  noble  plan  of  self-govemment  which  thej  lait 
chosen,  as  the  guarantee  of  their  own  happioeai,  aad 
the  asylum  for  that  of  all,  from  every  dime,  who  ou; 
wish  to  unite  their  destiny  with  oura 
^  These  are  the  iust  inferences  flowing  from  the  praop- 
titude  with  whioi  the  summons  to  the  standard  of  tie 
laws  has  been  obeyed ;  and  from  the  sentimenu  viud 
have  been  witnessed,  in  every  description  of  citi»»^  in 
every  (Quarter  of  the  Union.  The  spectacle,  thcre&vt. 
when  viewed  in  its  true  light,  may  well  be  affinoed  u> 
display,  in  equal  lustre,  the  virtues  of  the  Amecieu 
character,  and  the  value  of  Republican  GDTenimeai 
AU  must  particularly  acknowledge  and  applaud  the 
patriotism  of  that  portion  of  citizens  who  have  fireelj  sa- 
crificed every  thing  less  dear  than  the  love  of  their  coco- 
try,  to  the  meritorious  task  of  defending  its  happi- 
ness. 

In  the  part  which  you  have  yourself  home  tfarossk 
this  dehcate  and  distressing  period,  we  trace  the  addi- 
tional proofs  it  has  affmrded  of  your  solicitude  for  tin 
public  good.  Your  laudable  and  successful  eodet?an 
to  render  lenity  in  executing  the  laws  oonduciTe  to  tkir 
real  energy,  and  to  convert  tumult  into  order,  witboot 
tiie  effusion  of  blood,  form  a  particular  tiUe  to  theoos- 
fidence  and  praise  of  your  oonstituenta  In  ail  tbt 
may  be  found  necessary,  on  our  part,  to  complete  tfan 
benevolent  purpose,  and  to  secure  the  luiukUen  ud 
friends  of  the  laws  against  the  remains  of  danger,  oci 
due  co-operation  will  be  afforded. 

The  other  subjects  which  you  have  recommended,  ff 
communicated,  and  of  which  several  are  peculiarlj  isr 
teresttng,  will  all  receive  the  attention  wbidi  tbej  d^ 
mand.  We  are' deeply  impressed  with  the  importaiiei 
of  an  effectual  organisation  of  the  militia.  We  rejoice 
at  the  intelligenoe  of  the  advance  and  suooesa  of  tbt 
army  under  the  command  of  General  Wayne,  wbetb« 
we  regard  it  as  a  proof  of  the  perseveijance,  prow«», 
and  superiority  of  our  troops,  or  as  a  happr  presage  to 
our  mititaiy  operations  against  the  hostile  Indiaas,  and 
as  a  probable  prelude  to  the  establishment  uf  alastii^ 
peace,  upon  terms  of  candor,  equity,  aad  good  neigb- 
Dofhood.  We  receive  it  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  as 
It  increases  the  probability  of  sooner  restoring  a  part  of 
the  public  resources  to  the  desirable  object  of  redocii^ 
thepublic  debt 

We  shall,  on  this,  as  on  all  oedwions,  be  disposed  to 
adopt  any  measure  which  inay  advance  the  safety  aad 
prosperity  of  our  country.  In  nothing  can  we  more 
cordially  unite  with  you,' that  in  imploring  the  Supreint 
Ruler  of  Nations,  to  multiply  His  blessings  oo  tb«0 
United  States;  to  guard  our  free  and  happy  Cooatita- 
tion  against  every  machination  and  danger;  sod  to 
make  it  the  best  source  of  public  happiness,  bj  ren^' 
ing  its  charaoter  of  being  toe  beet  eafegoard  of  hootf 
rights. 
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Resolved^  That  Mr.  Sfeakeb.  attended  by  the 
[oase,  do  present  the  said  Address ;  and  that  Mr. 
UoisoN,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  and  Mr.  Scott,  be  a  com- 
littee  to  wait  on  the  Pkesioemt,  to  know  when 
od  where  it  will  be  convenient  for  him  to  receive 
!ie  same. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
eDted  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non-com- 
lissioned  officers,  mnsicians,  and  privates,  of  the 
lilitia  of  the  United  States,  when  called  into  ao* 
nal  service,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  waa 
tad  twice  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
rom  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
ttnying  his  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
)f  public  moneys,  from  the  Ist  of  April  to  the 
10th  of  June,  1794;  also,  his  account  of  payments 
md  receipts  for  the  War  Department,  from  the 
1st  of  July  to  the  30th  of  September,  1794,  inclu- 
nve;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
lable. 

Mr.  MADisoir,  from  the  .committee  appointed  to 
waii  on  the  Pbesideht  of  the  Ukited  States, 
to  know  when  and  where  it  will  be  convenient  for 
bim  to  receive  the  Address  of  this  House,  in  an- 
iwer  to  his  Speeeb  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  waited  on  the 
Peebident,  who  signified  to  them  that  it  would  be 
convenient  to  him  to  receive  the  said  Address  at 
twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  at  his  own  house. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  George  Blanchard, 
in  behalf  of  Edward  Blanchard,  which  was  made 
to  this  House  ou  the  14th  of  May  last,  be  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Mon- 
day next 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers 
communicated  by  Message  from  the  Pbesident  of 
THE  Uhited  States,  on  the  20th  instant,  and  made 
a  farther  progress  therein. 


Satubdat,  November  29. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
Arthur  St.  Clair,  Major  General  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  expedition  carried  on  against  the 
Western  Indians,  in  the  year  1791,  requesting  a 
speedy  decision  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failure 
of  the  said  expedition ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  bo  appointed  to  re- 
port whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are  neces- 
sary in  the  aet,  entitled  "  An  act  eonceniing  the 
registering  and  recording  of  ships  or  vessels." 
Also,  in  the  set,  entitled  **  An  aet  for  enrolling 
and  Ueensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating 
the  same.''  Also,  in  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by 
law,  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
or  vessels." 
And  a  committee  was  appointedt  of  Mr.  Good- 


hub,  Mr.  Coit,  Mr.  BBKJAiiiir  Bouene,  Mr.  Fitz- 
siMoiis,  and  Mr.  Parker. 

The  Speaker,  attended  by  the  House,  then 
withdrew  to  the  house  of  the  Presidemt  of  the 
UmTED  States,  and  there  presented  to  him  the 
Address  of  this  House,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress;  to  which  the  Prssi- 
DEHT  made  the  foUowmg  reply : 

Gentlemen :  I  anticipated,  with  confidence,  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  regret 
produced  by  the  insurrection.  Every  effort  ought  to  be 
used  to  discountenance  what  has  contributed  to  foment 
it ;  and  thus  discourage  a  repetition  of  like  attempts. 
For,  notwithstanding  the  consolations  which  may  be 
drawn  from  the  issue  of  this  event,  it  is  far  better  that 
the  artful  approaches  to  such  a  situation  of  things  should 
be  checked  oy  the  vigilant  and  duly  admonished  patriot* 
ism  of  our  fellow-citizens^  than  that  the  evil  should  in- 
crease until  it  becomes  necessary  to  crush  it  by  the 
strength  of  their  arms.. 

I  am  happy  that  the  part  which  I  have  myself  borne 
on  this  oGcastion  receives  the  approbation  of  your  House. 
For  the  discharge  of  a  Constitutional  duty,  it  is  a  suffi- 
cient reward  to  me  to  be  assured  that  you  will  unite  in 
consummating  what  remains  to  be  done. 

I  feel,  also,  great  satisfaction  in  learning  that  the 
other  subjects  which  I  have  communicated  or  recom- 
mended, will  meet  with  due  attention ;  that  you  are 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  an  effactual 
organisation  of  the  Militia ;  and  that  the  advance  and 
success  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  General 
Wayne  is  regarded  by  you,  no  less  than  myself,  as  m 
proof  of  the  perseverance,  prowess,  and  superiority  of 
ouf  troops.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  respecting  the  forti- 
fications of  the  United  States,  made  pnreuant  to 
the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  2l8t  instant; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr. 
FiTzsiMOKs,  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  BouDnfOT,  Mr. 
Malbonb,  and  Mr.  Macon,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  th^  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 


MoNDAT,  December  1. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
bL  Ldvingston ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Orderedy  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
be  discharged  from  farther  proceeding  in  the  said 
bill,  and  that  it  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of 

Claims. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants,  living  between 
the  linea  commonly  called  Walker*s  and  Hender- 
son*s  lines,  whose  namea  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  thai 
the  line  known  by  the  name  of  Walker's  line, 
may  be  established  by  Congress,  as  the  boundary 
between  the  States  of  Virginia  and  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Preston,  Mr.  Wxhstoh,  and  Mr.  Pickers; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 

E^rt  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
ooae. 
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Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  a  number  of  Ger- 
mans, residing  in  the  county  of  Augusta,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  com  mi  tteo  last  appointed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Moses  My- 
ers ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Com* 
mitiee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

PROMTTLaATIOJr  OP  THE  LAWa 

Mr.  MooBE  made  a  motion  that  a  committee 
should  be  appointed  to  report  a  method  for  the 
more  regular  and  effectual  promulgation  of  the 
laws  of  Uie  United  States. 

Mr.  Baldwin  rose  and  olMerved,  that;  in  a  couo^ 
try  so  extensive  as  America,  and  where  the  peo- 
ple are  so  widely  aeattered,  it  was  a  work  of  im^ 
mense  difficulty  to  have  a  regular  and  accurate 
account  of  the  measures  of -wvemment  commu- 
nicated through  every  part  of  the  Union.  The 
importance  of  this  object  was  equal  to  its  difficulty. 
At  the  present  time  Government  is  a  subject  of 
such  general  agitation  in  those  parts  of  the  world 
with  which  we  are  most  acquainted,  and  connect- 
ed* that  the  opinions  and  passions  of  men  are  there 
in  a  state  of  high  fermentation.  This  countiy 
has  a  share  of  it,  and,  upon  the  common  principles 
pf  human  nature,  that  is  unavoidabie.  Cireum- 
etanoes  have,  on  this  oocaaion,  given  to  the  Ame- 
rican Government  a  kind  of  importance  which, 
from  a  comparison  of  ourselves  to  the  rest  of 'the 
world,  we  should  'not  have  presumed  to  arrogate. 
Legislation  is  in  its  nature  a  practical  subject^  and 
all  men  of.  sense  and  observation,  in  their  reason- 
ings upon  it,  give  great  weight  to  experience. 
One  fdngie  fact  is,  in  their  view,  more  important 
than  whole  volumes  of  ingenious  theory  and 
declamation.  As  we  regard  Sie  happiness  of  0)ir 
country,^ and  as  we  regai^  the  success  of  this  kin4 
of  Government,  which  has  the  rights  and  happi- 
ness of  men  for  its  objects  we  ought  to  do  all  in 
our  power  to  guard  against  the  dangers  to  which 
it  is  exposed,  and  to  cultivate  it  to  the  highest 
possible  perfection.  Mr.  B.  considered  this  coun- 
try as  imminently  exposed  On  twoauarters.-  One 
or  these:  was  the  love  'of  power  id  overbearing 
individuals,  which  will  for  ever  stimulate  them  to 
sacrifice  the  rights  and  happiness  of  others  to  their 
own  raging  passion.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
may  arise  a  jealous  and  groundless  apprehension 
of  this  passion,  where  it  does  not  exist,  which 
goes  to  the  destruction  of  all  confidence  in  those 
who  are  in  public  trust,  and  which*  defeats  all 
their  efforts  for  the  public  good.  It  was  not  ma- 
terial to  determine  which  of  these  was  most  likety 
to  be  the  eoaree  of  frequent  and'  formidable  dan^ 
ger.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  one  or  the  other 
will  be  found  by  experience  to  predominate  at  dif- 
ferent times,  from  the  accidents  which  bring  dif- 
ferent men  into  place.  Reverting  to  the  motion 
just  now  made,  Mr.  B.  observed,  tiiat  if  the  peo- 
ple are  properly  ioformed|' and  do  thdr  duty,  it 
will  be  easy  to  guard  iffainst  both  theae  evilft 
That  there  will  he  ambiSoda  men,  ev»n  in  this 
age,  and  in  thia  country,  there  can  be  no.  doubt, 


nor  that  ambition  will  here  praetiee  its  old  efibrti 
To  pretend  that  this  age  or  country  will  be  ex- 
empted, is  at  best  a  marie  of  ignorance  or  foliy. 
The  love  of  power  is  one  of  the  first  and  stroogesi 
passions  in  the  human  breast  The  taleot.s  whidi 
vindicate  their  way  to  the  first  place  in  Gorers- 
ment,  are  roost  frequently  accompanied  with  a 
proportionable  share  of  ambition.  This  is  eqoailr 
the  case  in  limited  Governments  as  in  oUien. 
Perhaps  it  will  even  be  found  to  be  more  so.  The 
greater  the  limitations,  the  oaore  restive  and  dd- 
easy  will  be  the  passion.  The  shorter  the  chaia 
whiclr  limits  their  indulgence,  the  more  will  it  be 
quai^relled  with.  Our  Government  is  not  fouDded 
on  iin  idea  that  thia  disposition  does  not  exist,  but 
it  guards  against  its  ill  effects.  If  proper  atteiw 
tion  is  paid  to  preserve,  aa  iar  as  possible,  the  ex 
act  distribution  of  powera  between  the  Fedenl 
and  State  Governments,  and  between  the  difieteni 
departments  and  officers  of  Government;  aad  if 
the  conduct  of  public  functionaries  be  surroonded 
with  light,  there  is  great  leason  to  hope  that  they 
wilt  keep  each  other  in  their  proper  places,  and 
that,  for  a  long  time  to  eome,  the  public  happtnes 
will  be  securea. 

Mr.  B.  then  ftipoke  of  the  second  deseriptioo  of 
persons  before  mentioned,  and  from  Whom  be  said 
much  danger  and  trouble  might  be  expected  io  ail 
free  Governments.  They  were  always  grombliB; 
and  finding  fault  with  public  men  and  public  loes- 
sures.  like  the  former,  these  people  ire  also  eom- 
monly  actuated  by  ambition,  and  frequently  by  that 
of  the  most  dangerous  and  blackeist  kind.  No  mea- 
sures were  so  good,  and  no  men  so  honest,  ai  i» 
e^eiipci  their  attack,  yet  they  never  applied  anj 
remedy.  Foll<yw  them  throughout  their  whole 
lives,  and  you  find  few  inatances  of  any  good  which 
they  liave^done.'  A  conscious  inferionty  of  eha- 
racter  prevents  them  fit)m  seeking  open'iy  places 
of  the  first  cMifidence,  till  thev  have,  by  thdr 
poison  in  the  dark,  destroyed  those  whom  their 
fellow-citizens  had  always  considered  as  their 
auperiors  in  wisdom  and  honesty.  They  do  not 
hesitate  to  destroy  the  peace  of  society,  and  de- 
atroy  the  happiness  of  a  whole  community,  to  eet 
into  office  theoMelves,  and  to  indulge  their  anlH- 
tSon.  It  cannot  be  too  much  regretted,  that  each 
a  shameftil  eouiwe  should,  from  the  fears  aod 
iguorante.of  society,;  become  so  much  a  high  road 
to -places  of  ofl9ee  and  trust  People  would  aot 
sufler  such  tbtnga  were  it  not  that  they  are  to 
much  in  the  daric.  For  that  reason,  these  omb 
are  always  most  at  work,  and  do  most  miaehief  to 
the  darkest  odrders.  Those  whose  eyes  are  weak, 
or  who  sit  in  bad  light,  are  most  easily  made  to 
eee  spectres  Mid  goblins,  and  in  their  most  tideoai 
forms. 

The  only  cure  agdnst  these  misehiefii  is  to  poor 
in  light  into  every  comer  of  the  countiy.  Let  ^ 
the  me$siires  o0>the  Government  be  •  accompanied 
b^  k'blaae  of  day,  and  like  the  birds  of  night  theee 
adiiiials  are  dis1lNl»ed.    They  cannot  bear  the  light 

It  can  scarcely  be  conceived  by  those  who  ban 
no«iUe  to  visit' the  interbr  and  more  retired  paiti 
of  the  country,  how  much  the  peace  of  our  soeie^ 
ia  disturbed  by'lhe  malkdoos  propagation  of  pob- 
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iol  fiilsehood.  The  most  wicked  lies  are  kept  in 
Ircolation,  for  mondu  toffether,  and  before,  they 
an  be  effectnallj  contracucted,  the  people  have 
bnoft  become  frantic.  For  example,  Xf r.  B.  men- 
looed,  that  it  had  been  aaaerted  tnat  a  poll-tax  of 
3rt  J  shillings  per  head  had  been  laid  on  all  the 
ihabttanta,  that  the  ezciw  baa  been  extended  to 
rheat,  to  loonut,  and  to  the  implements  of  husr 
sndry,  and  that  the  late  drafts  of  the  eighty 
hoQsand  militia  are  spld  to  France  to  carry  on 
he  war !  It  is  probable  that  riots  and  insurreo- 
ions  are  fomentca  by  these  mmors  more  than  by 
11  other  causes.  If  a  constant  and  regular  pub- 
ication  of  all  that  is  done  coald  be  made  to  reach 
fvery  part  of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  an 
iffectual,  and,  perhaps,  the  only  cnre  of  these  mis- 
chiefs, llie  people  of  this  extensive  country 
liave,  for  these  ten  years,  enjoyed  all  the  essential 
benefits  of  society,  on  very  easy  terms.  A  man 
sith  five  or  six  haudred  acres  of  land  is  scarcely 
called  upon  for  a  dollar  of  taxes  in  a  year.  Per- 
haps no  people  on  earth  ever  enjoyed  so  fvll^  the 
benefits  of  society  with  so  few  burdens.  Is  it  not 
I  distressing  consideration,  that  when  we  have  so 
kw  real  evils,  we  should  create  to  ourselves  im- 
iginary  ones,  that  give  us  so  much  useless  un- 
easiness? Some  wrong  measures  have  taken 
place,  and  hereafter  will  take  place,  and  nobody 
eao  expect  that  any  kind  of  measures  will  give 
onlversal  satisfaction.  This  would  be  to  expect 
that  the  Government  should  be  perfect  and  the 
people  perfect.  There  is  reason  to  hope  that  the 
Uoyemment  will  become  more  wise  and  cautious 
from  experience,  and  that  fewer  of  their  measures 
will  be  obnoxious.  But  we  need  only  to  know 
oar  condition,  and  to  be  able  to  compare  it  to  that 
of  the  rest  of  the  world,  to  feel  happy,  and  to  do 
all  in  our  power  not  to  disgrace  in  the  outset,  the 
fair  experiment  in  Oovemment  which  this  coun- 
try has  already  so  strongly  recommended  to  the 
rest  of  the  world.  Mr.  B.  was  persuaded  that  the 
more  public  measures  were  unaerstood,  the  more 
this  would  be  a  common  sentiment  He  conclud- 
ed by  recommending  some  further  and  more  ex- 
tensive provision  on  the  subject  contemplated  in 
the  motion  under  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port what  further  provisions  are  necessary  for  the 
general  promulgation  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
tates. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Moo&E, 
Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  £lbi8T£B. 

Mr.  Pasxeb  made  a  report  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  to  talce  into  consideration 
that  part  c^  the  PJiESiDBNT'a  Speech  which  re- 
commended opening  a  trade  with  the  Indians. 

The  committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  plan 
tugged  might  be  carried  uto  execution  for  an 
expense  of  an  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
matter  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Houe  on  Thursday  next 

Mr.  GiJ<£8  then  moved  to  ffo  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
m  of  the  non-eommisaioned  officers,  musicians, 
fton  privates  of  the  militia,  when  called  into  the 
actoal  lervice  of  the  United  Statea. 


The  House  aeoordingly  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  Mr.  Hillhouse 
having  spoken  for  some  time,  Mr.  Datton  rose 
next  He  began  by  remarking  that  it  was  not  to 
be  expected  tmit  he  was  to  make  any  observations 
on  wnat  had  been  said  by  the  member  just  'sat 
down,  as  he  did  not  hear  ten  words  that  the  gen- 
tleman said.  This  was  owing  to  noise  in  the 
House. 

The  Committee,  after  some  time,  rose,  the 
Chairman  reported  progress,  and  the  House  ad? 
joomed. 

Tuesday,  December  2. 

Thft  Speaker  Isid  befbre  tlie  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretar^r  of  the  Treasury,  stating  his 
intention  of  resigning  his  office  on  the  last  &j  of 
January  next,  and  which  he  now  communicates, 
in  order  that  an  opportunity  may  be  given,  pre- 
vious to  that  event,  to  institute  any  ftuther  pro- 
ceedings whieh  may  be  contemplated,  if  any  there 
be,  in  consequence  of  the  inqmry  during  the  last 
session,  into  the  state  of  the  'ireasnry  Department  { 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  Lesislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  the 
United  States  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  pminff  that  such 
further  measures  may  be  adoptM  for  the  effectual 
protection  and  preservation  oi  the  people  of  the 
said  Territory,  against  the  hostile  incursions  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall 
seem  meet 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  commit* 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Fri- 
day next 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  Journal  of  the  last  session,  and  to  re<- 
port  therefrom,  all  such  matters  of  business  as 
were  then  depending  and  undetermined;  and,  also, 
to  examine  and  report  such  laws  of  the  United 
States,  as  have  expired,  or  will  expire  before  the 
next  session,  made  a  further  report  j  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay 
of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  when 
called  into  actual  service,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  proeress. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers 
communicated  by  the  Message  ftrom  the  Presi- 
dent, on  the  20th  ultimo,  and  went  through  the 


WxDMXsDAT,  December  3. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

**  JieMlvedt  That  provision  be  made  hj  law,  for  oom- 
peoaating  the  sufferers  by  the  depredations  of  the  in- 
suigeots  in  the  Western  counties  of  PennsylvaniA." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 
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Thanki  io  General  Wayne, 


[December,  1794. 


The  following  Message  was  reeeivcd  from  the 

PRESISEHT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  : 

GeniUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  ffcu9e  of  JUpretentatieei : 

I  traosmit  to  you  an  official  statement  of  the  expen- 
diture, to  the  thirtieth  of  September  last,  from  the 
sums  heretofore  granted  to  defray  the  coutiogent  ex- 
penses of  Government,  by  acts  passed  the  twenty-sixth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety, 
and  the  ninth  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unrxd  Statu,  December  8, 1794. 

The  said  Message  and  statement  were  read  and 
ordered  to  lie. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasu^  on  the  petition  of  George  Blanch- 
ard,  in  behalf  of  Edward  Blanchard;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report  nnder 
consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows : 

Resolvedj  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be^  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
audit  and  pass  the  account  of  the  late  Edward 
Blanchard,  deceased,  according  to  the  course  of 
Treasury  settlement 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Ames, 
Mr.  WiNGATB,  and  Mr.  GLbnn,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  reports 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  seventeenth  of 
March  last,  on  sixty  petitions ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  C^eb  Worley  be  placed  on  the 
list  of  pensioners,  pursuant  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

Mesolved,  That  Charles  Fierer,  from  the  peculiar 
pircumstanoes  attending  his  case,  be  also  placed  on 
the  list  of  pensioners,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the 
half-pay  of  Captain. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolutions  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  with  instruction 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills,  pursuant 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  several  petitions  of  John  Bennet,  and 
Abraham  Sutton,  of  John  Loehman,  and  of  Haf- 
field  White,  which  were  made  to  this  House,  on 
the  seventeenth  of  March  last,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  memorial  of  Joseph  Hull,  which  was  made  on 
the  twenty-second  of  April  last,  be  also  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay 
of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  when 
called  into  actual  senrioe,  and  for  other  purposes ; 


and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

THANKS  TO  GENERAL  WATNK 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Garolina,  moved  three 
resolutions  of  thanks,  one  to  General  Wayne,  a 
second  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  legion, 
and  a  third  to  General  Scott  and  the  volnnteen 
under  his  command.  Mr.  S.  observed  that  tbe 
House  had  not,  on  their  Journals,  any  Tote  of  this 
nature.  The  American  Armies  in  the  Westward 
had,  since  the  establishment  of  the  new  Constitu- 
tion, been,  till  lately,  rather  unsuccessful.  He  did 
not  wish  to  make  the  thanks  of  the  House  too 
cheap ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  thought  this  a 
proper  opportunity  to  bestow  them.  He  made 
the  present  motion  with  the  more  readiness  and 
pleasure,  because  he  had  once  had  occasion  to  make 
a  motion  that  ended  in  General  Wayne  beio^ 
obliged  to  quit  his  seat  in  that  House. 

The  resolution  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  Giles  was  sensible  of  the  high  merit  of  the 
officer  and  his  troop ;  but  the  House  assemble  to 
legislate,  not  to  s^ve  opinions.  He  wished  that 
this  measure  might  be  deliberately  weighed,  as  it 
might  tend  to  consequences  not  yet  foreseen,  to  go 
into  a  practice  of  this  kind.  He  wished  the  Hooie 
to  go  into  a  Committee  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Smith  vindicated  the  propriety  of  the  reso- 
lutions. He  adverted  to  the  vote  of  opinion  in 
the  case  of  the  French  Constitution,  and  also  on 
the  death  of  Dr.  Franklin,  which  last,  Mr.  S. 
said,  was  like  o£Gering  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
dead. 

Mr.  Sherburne  thought,  that  by  delaying  to 
press  the  resolutions,  at  present,  it  was  more  likelj 
that  they  would  pass  with  unanimity. 

Mr.  Dearborn  was  willing  to  vote  in  genenl. 
but  he  could  not  vote  for  any  particular  thanks  to 
General  Wayne,  on  account  of  his  attention  to  the 
discipline  of  the  troops,  because  the  member  did 
not  know  anything  particular  of  it.  He  wished 
the  thing  to  be  done  promptly,  or  it  would  lose 
much  of  Its  merit 

Mr.  Smith  withdrew  the  resolutions,  and  gaye 
notice  that  he  should  bring  them  forward  again 
to-morrow. 

Mr,  Murray  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
militia  who  have  been  lately  called  out  in  support 
of  the  hiws  of  the  United  States.  This  was  laid 
on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

A  resolution  respecting  compensation  to  the  in- 
dividuals who  have  been  personal  sufferers  in  the 
late  insurrection  was  called  up,  and,  being  read, 
was  refeired  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 


Trursdat,  December  4. 

Mr.  Beattt,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  CovenhoTen ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  the  relief  of 
sick  or  disabled  seamen  ;  and  that  Mr.  Venable, 
Mr.  WiNGATE,  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Kittera,  and  Mr. 
Carnes,  be  the  said  committee. 
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TT^nks  to  Otneral  Wayne, 


[H.  OF  R. 


Mr.  FiTzsnfoiiB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
ru  referred  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
especting  the  Fortifications  of  the  United  States, 
oade  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
«  committed  to  a  Gommtttee  of  the  Whole  House 
D  Monday  next 

The  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Ck>mmit. 
ee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  hill  to  regulate  the 
AT  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
jid  privates,  of  the  MiHtia  of  the  United  States, 
rhen  called  into  actual  service,  and  for  other  pur- 
xwes ;  and,  after  some  time  "spent  therein  the  Gom- 
Dittee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

THANKS  TO  GENERAL  WAYNEL 

Mr.  W.  Smith  wished  to  make  his  promised 
notion,  which  he  prefkced  hy  obserring  that  he 
tud  Taried  it  at  the  request  of  sereral  gentlemen. 
In  the  ori^nal  motion,  he  had  particularly  no- 
ticed the  diligence  of  the  General  in  disciplining 
his  army  to  the  nature  of  the  serrice  in  which 
they  were  engaged,  and  his  fortitude  and  perse- 
Tennce  in  encountering  the  difficulties  which  op- 
posed his  march  through  a  wilderness. 

Though  he  and  many  others  were  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge in  the  fullest  manner  the  merits  of  the 
General  in  those  important  particulars,  yet  as  they 
vere  not  matters  of  general  notoriety,  and  as 
unanimity  on  an  occasion  like  the  present  was 
extremely  desirable,  he  had  now  confined  ^he 
motion  to  the  brilliant  action  of  the  20th  August 

Mr.  Smith  was  ready  to  admit  that  there  was 
DO  precedent  on  their  jfoumals  for  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  army  ;  but  it  was  not  to  be  thence  inferred 
that  the  measure  was  improper :  unfortunately,  no 
success  had  occurred  since  the  establishment  of 
the  present  Government  which  called  for  this  tes- 
timony of  public  gratitude. 

There  were  indeed  on  the  Journals  rotes  of 
thanks  to  the  Speakers  of  the  House,  and  there 
was  a  Tote,  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Franklin,  expres- 
ave  of  his  services,  both  of  which  cases  might 
be  considered  as  bearing  some  analogy  to  the  pre- 
Kot,  though  not  precisely  similar. 

Under  the  former  Government  innumerable  cir- 
camstances  might  be  quoted.  With  respect  to 
the  practice  in  itself,  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  pro- 
priety. He  considered  this  kind  of  remuneration 
as  a  just  and  merited  reward  for  past  services, 
ind  an  honorable  excitement  to  future  exertions. 
Those  who  performed  them  were,  in  his  opinion, 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
which  could  be  no  otherwise  publicly  expressed 
than  through  their  Gonstitutional  organ,  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  people.  When  they  had  this 
claim,  to  withhold  that  public  expression  was  to 
be  unjust  Satisfied  then,  as  he  was,  that  (General 
Wayne  and  the  army  under  his  command  had 
deserved  well  of  their  country,  had  performed 
signal  and  splendid  services,  from  which  he  anti- 
cipated Yvry  important  advantages,  he  could  not 
suppress  this  tribute  of  applause. 

He  was  aware  it  might  be  said  the  House  had 
already  in  their  answer  to  the  pRBsmaiiT^s  Speech 
bore  ample  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  the 
umy,  and  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  go  £uther ; 


but  that  was  only  a  communication  between  the 
House  and  the  Phbsidbmt,  and  was  not  addressed 
to  the  armv :  a  vote  of  thanks  would  be  formally 
transmittecf  to  the  army ;  would  be  considered  as 
an  expression  of  the  sensibility  of  the  House,  and 
would,  he  was  persuaded,  be  highly  gratifying  to 
the  gallant  General  and  his  brave  army.  Mr. 
Smith  said  he  felt  a  peculiar  pleasure  in  making 
this  motion,  as  he  had  on  a  former  occasion  found 
it  his  duty  to  make  the  motion  which  declared 
the  vacancy  of  General  Wayne's  seat  in  the 
House,  a  circumstance  which  had  given  him  con* 
siderable  pain  at  the  time,  but  which  had  proved 
a  fortunate  event,  as  an  opportunity  was  thereby 
afforded  the  General  of  serving  his  country  in  the 
field. 

Mr.  Smith  concluded  with  saying,  that  as  he 
had  no  doubt  the  services  of  the  army  had  made 
the  same  impression  on  the  House  as  they  had  on 
hin^  he  trusted  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make 
would  be  honored  with  an  unanimous  vote.  He 
then  moved  the  three  resolutions,  as  follow : 

Jieaolvedf  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given 
to  Major  General  Wayne  for  the  good  conduct  and 
bravery  displayed  by  him  in  tb«  action  of  the  20th 
Aoffust  last  with  the  Indiana. 

Ruolved,  unanimauafy.  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Hoase  be  given  to  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
legion  under  the  orders  of  Major  General  Wayne,  for 
their  patience,  fortitude,  and  bravery. 

BeMolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Major  General  Scott,  and  to  the  gallant  mounted  vol- 
unteers from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  who  have  served 
their  country  in  the  field  during  the  late  campaign, 
under  the  orders  of  Major  General  Wayne,  for  their 
seal,  bravery,  and  good  conduct 

Mr.  GiLxs  foresaw  many  bad  consequences 
that  might  ensue  f^om  the  practice  of  giving 
opinions  of  men.  One  part  of  the  House  might 
be  for  a  vote  of  thanks,  and  the  other  against  it 
He  should  vote  for  the  proposition,  but  wished 
that  some  mode  might  be  adopted  for  expressing 
the  general  opinion  of  the  House  against  the  prac^ 
tice. 

Mr.  KiTTCBA  was  for  restoring  the  clause  re- 
specting the  vigilance  of  General  Wayne  in  attend- 
ing to  the  discipline  of  his  troops. 

UT,  HiLLHousB  hoped  that  the  resolutions 
would  not  be  adopted.  He  should  go  farther  than 
the  gentleman  from  Virg;inia  [Mr.  Giles]  and 
vote  against  them.  The  House,  in  their  Answer 
to  the  President,  had  expressed  their  approba- 
tion, and  that  was  enough.  It  was  not  the  busi- 
ness of  that  House,  but  of  the  Executive,  to  ex- 
press such  things.  Mr.  H.  had  voted  most  cor- 
dially for  that  part  of  the  Address  respecting  the 
Western  army.  The  answer  to  the  Speech  of  the 
President  would  always  afford  a  good  opportu- 
nity of  conveying  these  kind  of  matters.  It 
would  immediately  become  necessary  to  give 
thanks  in  every  case ;  and  not  to  give  them  will 
be  regarded  as  an  implied  censure.  He  trusted 
that  the  gentleman  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
and  that  the  House  in  this  way  would  get  rid  of 
it  He  had,  and  he  repeated  it  again,  a  high 
sense  of  the  merit  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
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Thanks  to  General  Wayne, 


[Dbcbmbbx,  1794. 


the  army  under  General  Wayne,  but  he  had  said 
BO  already  in  the  Address  to  the  Prksidbnt.  It 
had  been  urged,  as  a  precedent  for  this  measure, 
that  it  was  usual  to  thank  the  Speaker.  This  was 
a  mere  ceremony.  He  wished  that  it  had  nerer 
come  into  practice,  but  since  it  had  been  so,  he 
should  always  agree  to  the  vote  of  thanks. 

Mr.  Murray  thought  that  we  might  trust  that 
the  House  would  always  hare  too  much  prudence 
to  abuse  their  thanks,  by  giving  them  improperly. 
By  way  of  precedent,  Mr.  M.  read  a  vote  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  thanking  Governor  Lee  for  his 
conduct  in  the  Western  insurrection. 

Mr.  Nicholas  approved  highly  of  the  conduct 
of  the  troops,  but  it  was  only  an  act  of  duty.  If 
we  send  soldiers  against  the  Indians,  it  is  supposed 
that  they  will  stand  to  their  posts,  otherwise 
the  Government  cannot  be  supported  even  for  a 
month. 

Mr.  HiLLHousB  saw  no  buuness  which  the  House 
had  with  the  proceedings  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 
It  had  been  hinted  that  the  army  under  General 
Wayne  might  feel  disagreeably,  if  the  resolution 
should  be  rejected.  With -that  Mr.  H.  had  no 
business.  He  acted  on  principles  without  regard- 
ing the  feelings  of  individuals. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  agreed  with  gentlemen  that  the 
principal  object  of  the  House  was  to  legislate; 
but  it  did  not  follow  that  they  were  to  be  confined 
merely  to  legislation.  Every  Legislative  body  ex- 
ercised the  right  of  opinion  in  cases  where  no  act 
was  to  follow.  This  House  has  frequently  exer- 
cised it :  the  answers  to  the  PRismiNT^s  opeech ; 
the  answer  to  the  King  of  the  French  on  his  ac* 
ceptance  of  the  Constitution  of  ninety-one ;  the 
opinion  of  the  House  on  the  merits  of  that  Consti- 
tution ;  the  vote  respecting  Benjamin  Fnmklin ; 
the  vote  of  last  session  in  reply  to  a  letter  from 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  of  France;  the 
votes  of  thanks  to  the  Speakers,  were  precedents 
on  the  Journals  which  refuted  a  contrary  doctrine. 
It  had  been  said  that  the  latter  case  was  a  mere 
matter  of  form.  Mr.  S.  thought  differently,  and 
if  ever  he  was  in  that. House  when  a  vote  of 
thanks  should  be  proposed  to  a  Speaker  who  had 
no  claim  to  it,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
it  Gentlemen  apprehended  that  this  practice 
might  lead  to  innumerable  difficulties  hereafter. 
But  every  House  would  exercise  its  judgment  and 
discretion.  Members  would  not  be  so  rash  as  to 
propose  the  thanks  of  the  House  where  serious 
opposition  was  expected,  nor  would  the  thanks  be 
voted  unless  well  merited.  He  was  unwilling  as 
any  member  to  make  the  thanks  of  the  House  too 
cheap ;  but  all  must  confess  that  if  ever  there  was 
an  occasion  where  they  were  properly  called  for, 
this  was  one.  To  deny  the  right  or  expediency  of 
the  practice  was  in  &ct  to  strip  the  House  of  one 
of  its  most  agreeable  functions,  that  of  expressing 
its  gratitude. 

It  had  been  advanced  as  an  obiection,  that  the 
two  Houses  might  differ ;  one  might  vote  thanks 
and  the  other  censure,  in  the  same  case ;  but  that 
might  happen  in  other  cases  where  the  propriety 
of  expressing  an  opinion  was  admitted;  in  an- 
swering the  Prbsidrnt's  Speech  in  the  State  Le- 


gislatures, where  thanks  were  frequently  voted, 
the  two  branches  might  differ:  that  was  never 
deemed  an  objection  to  the  practice ;  each  Hoow 
expressed  its  individual  opinion. 

Mr.  Smith  said  if  the  House  had  been  sitting 
in  September  last  when  the  account  arrived  of 
this  victory,  would  the  members  have  then  felt  as 
coldly  as  they  now  dot  No;  he  was  convinoed 
that  in  the  moment  of  joy  and  gratitude,  tbey 
would  have  unanimously  voted  thanka  to  the 
army  without  the  least  hesitation ;  but  they  have 
since  had  time  to  cool,  and  the  impresston  is  worn 
away. 

Gbntlemen  should  consider  the  hard  services 
of  that  army;  how  badly  paid  tbey  were;  the 
nature  of  the  country  they  were  in,  and  then  de- 
termine whether  the  brilliant  action  of  the  20th 
August  is  to  go  unrewarded?  To  appreciate 
truly  the  merits  of  that  army  in  obtaining  so  sig- 
nal a  victory,  let  the  House  reflect  on  the  conse- 
quences of  a  defeat:  the  army  disbanded  and 
broken  up ;  the  frontiers  exposed  to  the  ferocious 
savages ;  the  combination  of  the  tribes  more  ce- 
mented and  formidable;  an  expensive,  long,  and 
bloody  war.  What  is  now  our  prospect?  The 
frontiers  protected;  the  combination  of  the  tribes 
dissolved,  and  peace  with  them  all  a  probable 
event 

Before,  therefore,  the  motion  which  be  had 
made  could  be  got  rid  of,  it  was  incumbent  on 
th^  gentleman  on  the  other  side  to  show,  either 
that  It  was  improper  in  any  case  whatever  to  pass 
a  vote  of  thauKS,  or  that  this  was  not  a  case  enti- 
tled to  them ;  to  do  the  first  they  must  establish, 
in  the  face  of  precedents  innumerable,  a  doctrine 
destructive  of  one  of  the  most  amiable  privil^es 
of  the  House ;  to  do  the  last,  they  must  express  a 
sentiment  which  would,  he  was  persuaded,  be  re- 
pugnant to  the  sentiments  of  all  their  constito- 
ente,  for  throughout  the  United  States  there  was 
but  one  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  that  was  in 
unison  with  the  motion.  Having  made,  the  mo- 
tion after  due  deliberation,  he  certainly  should  not 
withdraw  it;  but  would  submit  it  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CoiT  moved  the  previous  question.  He 
thought  the  practice  of  dangerous  consequence. 
It  might  produce  much  uncomfortable  prooeeding 
in  that  House.  He  was  seconded  by  a  number  of 
members. 

Mr.  Parkir  felt  the  highest  esteem  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Western  armv.  He  was  intimate  both 
with  General  Wayne  and  General  Scott ;  but  he 
disapproved  of  the  practice  upon  principle.  It 
was  wrong  in  Mr.  Murray  to  quote  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  where  the 
Governor  was  in  authority  a  mere  cypher,  be- 
cause the  two  cases  did  not  apply.  The  Federal 
Government  was  on  a  quite  different  footing,  a 
mixture  of  monarchy,  of  aristocracy,  and  of  de- 
mocracy. The  Prksidiht  represented  the  mon- 
archical part  It  was  his  business  to  give  thanks, 
if  requisite.  If  he  himself  vhis  an  officer  in  that 
army,  Mr.  P.  said  that  he  should  be  satisfied  by 
the  first  thanks,  those  in  the  Answer  to  the  Pacsi- 
PUTT.    He  woiUd  be  hurt  by  the  second  aa  uncoo- 
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Thanks  to  General  Wayne. 


[H.  Of  R. 


titational.  What  if,  in  the  mean  time,  General 
iYajne  and  his  army  may  have  committed  some 
iTor  that  requires  an  inquiry,  and  the  House  are 
0  go  into  it  with  this  vote  of  thanks  staring  them 
n  their  face !  It  had  been  said  by  Mr.  SHrra, 
hat  if  we  had  been  sitting  in  September,  when 
his  news  arrived,  a  Yote  of  thanks  would  hare 
leen  passed  immediately  and  unanimously.  I  be- 
ieve  no  such  thing  (said  Mr.  P.)  We  should  have 
-ecommended  such  a  step  to  the  President. 

Mr.  Gn.«s  Mid,  that  if  there  evef^  could  have 
>een  any  doubt  as  to  the  impropriety  of  the  reso- 
Qtion,  that  was  now  removed,  [alluding  to  the 
ipeech  of  Mr.  Parkbil]  He  thought  that  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  Coir]  who  moved  the  previous 
)aest!on  had  acted  from  the  best  motives.  Two 
^ntlemen  [Mr.  Giles  referred  to  Mr.  Sedgwick 
ind  Mr.  Amks]  had  recommended  an  appeal  to 
feelinft.  We  are  sent  here  to  reason.  A  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Sedowick]  says  that  he  has  feelings 
which  he  cannot  express.  Let  him  strive  to 
express  them.  It  is  not  expected  that  a  mem- 
ber is  to  express  all  that  he  may  feel  on  every 
Bohject 

.Mr.  MuRBAT  said  he  thought  the  present  reso- 
tution  proper,  unexceptionable,  and  as  the  fate 
of  thi:)  question  would  have  an  effect  on  the  mo- 
tion for  thanks  to  the  militia,  which  he  brought 
forward  yesterday,  he  hoped  it  would  succeed, 
and  that  its  mover  [Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Caro- 
lina,] would  not  withdraw  it  Gentlemen  who 
are  against  the  vote  have  talked  of  precedent  If 
example  would  serve  their  feelings  with  a  stimu- 
\n»,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  calling  their 
attention  to  a  page  he  had  in  his  hand,  in  which 
they  would  find  that  some  of  our  constituents 
have  got  the  start  of  us,  for  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates of  Virginia  had  very  properly  considered 
the  conduct  of  their  Governor  [Mr.  Lee]  in  a 
ii^ht  which  merited  their  thanks  for  his  acceptance 
of  the  command  of  his  fellow-citizens  against  the 
insurgents.  Mr.  M.  read  the  vote  from  a  news- 
paper, which  was  a  unanimous  one.  He  said  he 
considered  this  circumstance  as  extremely  auspi- 
cious to  both  votes. 

He  said  he  had  no  objection  to  consider  the 
practice  as  founded  in  principles  which  would 
bear  examination.  He  thought  it  more  necessary 
in  the  administration  of  our  Government — the 
great  basis  of  which  was  public  opinion — than  in 
that  of  any  other  which  he  had  read  or  heard  of. 
H<fre  our  theories  have  made  a  bold  appeal  to  the 
reason  and  feelings  of  our  fellow-citizens.  Nei- 
ther titles,  nor  hereditary  honors,  nor  crosses,  nor 
ribands,  nor  stars,  nor  garters,  are  permitted  or 
endurable.  Neither  would  they  be  accepted  here 
were  they  offered.  We  had  but  two  ways,  as  far 
u  his  knowledge  then  served  him,  of  rewarding 
or  acknowledging  great  displays  of  public  virtue. 
One  way  is  by  pay  in  money ;  the  other  by  thanks 
expressed  by  vote,  or  presented  and  perpetuated 
in  some  memorial,  as  in  a  medal.  The  first  is 
unequal,  as  the  fortunes  of  men  differ,  so  would 
finch  reward  not  be  equally  valuable  to  all  its 
(Objects,  and  were  it  practicable  to  apportion  this 
reward  agreeably  to  the  fortunes  of  men,  there ' 
3d  Coh.— 31 


is  a  something  ill-assorted  in  it  with  the  idea  of 
honorable  ambition;  nor  did  he  think  there  was 
any  good  man  who  had  a  spark  of  what  is  called 
sentiment  in  his  bosom,  who  would  not  say  the 
reward  was  not  only  lame  for  want  of  uniformity, 
but  defective  in  point  of  taste  in  its  species.     He 
believed  much  in  the  sense  of  duty  as  a  motive  to 
good  and  reasonable  services,  and   that  an   en- 
lightened   mind    would    feel    the    close    alliance 
between  interest  and  duty ;  but  he  held  reward  to 
be  essential,  politically  considered,  to  the  practice 
of  great  virtue,  taking  men   as  you  find   them. 
Not  that  money  can  be  an  adequate  reward ;  it 
was  therefore  that  he.  wished  to  see  a  style  of  ac- 
knowledgment derived   both  from  the  genius  of 
the  Government  and  congenial  with  the  passions 
which  work  on  the  side  of  virtue — a  mode  as  far 
removed  from  mere  avarice  as  it  was  neariy  asso- 
ciated  to  the  movements  of  the  most  elevated 
minds.    He  readily  yielded  his  belief  that  the 
gentlemen  who  were  unwilling  to  adopt  the  prac- 
tice fully  admitted  the  merits  to  which  they  did 
not  think  it  expedient  to  give  a  vote  of  thanks ; 
but  the  precedent,  founded  expressly  on  the  prin- 
ciple, that  in  no  case  of  the  greatest  events  are  we 
to  give  thanks  to  the  agents  in  them,  will  abso- 
lutely strip  the  Government  of  the  only  power  its 
Constitution  admits  of  conferring  deserved  distinc- 
tion.    He  thought  that  public  gratitude  was  a 
great  fund,  which  if  judiciously  and  delicately 
economised,  might  be  rendered  a  source  of  great 
and  good  actions.     It  is  an  honor  both  to  the 
nation  that  can  feel  and  express  it,  and  to  those 
who  receive  it    He  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be 
lightly  drawn  on,   and    hoped  a  line   which    it 
was  more  easy  to  conceive  than  draw,  would  be 
adopted  by  the  House  to  save  the  Legislature 
from  those  perilous  occasions  which  would  lessen 
its  value,  and  that  no  member  would  ever  move 
a  vote  of  thanks  but  upon  the  happening  of  some 
event  so  strikingly  great  and  useful  as  to  carry 
but  one  opinion.     The  two  events  designated  at 
present  (for  he  saw  both  votes  were  to  have  one 
fate)  were  great,  highly  interesting,  and  carried 
but    one    opinion.       The    army  under    General 
Wayne  had  gained  a  brilliant  victory.     It  was, 
he  believed,  the  first  great  victoty  that  had  at- 
tended the  arms  of  the  United  States  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution.    That  army  merit- 
ed the  thanks  of  their  country,  and  we  may  say 
so.     They  had  not  only  gained  victory  and  fame, 
but  had  earned  them  in  a  solitude   where  the 
voice  of  fame  could  not  be  heard ;  in  a  profound 
wildernes.*!,  where  neither  the  soothings  ofjust  am- 
bition can  reach   them,  nor  the  smiles  of  social 
and  civilized  life  can  comfort  them'  after  their 
severe  labors. 

The  militia,  both  officers  and  men,  in  "  quelling 
the  insurrection,*'  had  displayed  the  wisdom  and 
virtue  which  the  Constitution  had  anticipated ; 
had  eminently  deserved  the  most  public  testi- 
mony to  their  good  conduct  Shall  we,  as  we 
certainly  feel  this  to  be  true,  be  deterred  from 
expressing  what  we  feel,  because  the  folly  of  a 
future  moment  may  possibly  betray  us  into  an 
undue  multiplication  of  thanks,  or  because  we 
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may  be  harassed  by  a  fatiguing  succession  of 
calls  upon  our  gratitude?  There  could  be  little 
fear  that  great  eyents  would  crowd  too  &8t  upon 
our  feelings,  and  take  up  our  time  by  applause, 
and  he  belieyed  his  constituents  would  readily 
admit  the  importance  of  two  such  events  as  some 
excuse  for  the  time  we  consume  in  celebrating 
them. 

In  fsTor  of  the  principle,  we  are  supported  by 
the  example  of  the  old  Congress,  by  the  practice 
of  all  nations,  and  by  the  known  character  of 
hfiman  nature  in  all  cases  and  everywhere.  The 
ancients  and  the  modems,  by  a  variety  of  inven- 
tions and  of  policy,  analogous  to  our  object,  en- 
deavored to  enlist  all  the  passions  in  the  public 
service.  The  old  Congress  understood  the  springs 
that  work  in  great  events,  and  though  there  was 
in  the  glorious  Revolution  which  they  guided,  an 
ardor  in  the  public  mind  that  needed  little  aid, 
they  did  not  disdain  an  appeal  to  the  just  pride 
and  ambition  of  the  individual ;  that  the  motives 
to  public  virtue  might  be  multiplied,  they  in  many 
instances  took  care  that  great  events  and  services 
should  be  attended  by  some  small  but  inestimable 
memorial. 

Mr.  Axis. — The  apprehensions  of  the  House 
have  been  attempted  to  be  alarmed,  as  if  they 
were  pushed  to  adopt  hastily  and  unguardedly 
some  dangerous  new  principle.  The  practice  of 
all  public  bodies  without  exception,  has  been  to 
express  their  approbation  of  distinguished  public 
services.  Instead  of  establishing  a  new  principle, 
the  attempt  is  now  made  to  induce  us  to  depart 
from  an  old  one.  Nay,  the  objection  taken  alto- 
gether is  still  more  inconsistent  and  singular,  for  it 
is  urged,  the  Answer  of  the  House  to  the  Presi- 
OENTS  Speech  has  already  expressed  our  appro- 
bation of  the  conduct  of  General  Wayne  and  his 
army.  It  is^  say  they,  superfluous  to  express  it 
again.  The  argument  opposed  to  the  vote  of 
thanks  stands  thus :  It  is  a  dangerous  new  princi- 
ple, without  a  precedent,  and  without  any  just 
authority  from  the  Constitution,  to  thank  the 
army ;  for,  the  objectors  add,  we  have  in  the  An- 
swer to  the  Speech  expressed  all  that  is  contained 
in  the  motioii.  It  is  unusual  to  quote  precedent, 
and  our  own  recent  conduct,  to  prove  a  motion 
unprecedented,  and  to  prove  a  measure  new  and 
dangerous  because  it  has  been  adopted  without 
question  or  apprehension  heretofore. 

The  thanks  of  this  body  addressed  directly  to 
the  army  will  be  much  more  acceptable  than  an 
opinion  concerning  them  In  our  Answer  to  the 
Speech,  and  which  they  may  not  happen  ever  to 
hear  of. 

It  has  been  said,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  that  we 
are  to  be  guided  by  reasoning,  not  feeling,  as  if  I 
had  made  an  attempt  by  an  appeal  to  the  latter  to 
lead  the  House  astray.  This  observation  appears 
to  have  made  some  impression,  and  it  is  proper 
therefore  to  notice  it 

Reason  is  the  test  of  what  is  true  and  what  ia 
useful.  When  our  interests  are  depending  on  a 
vote,  we  cannot  be  too  circumspect  to  avoid  the 
intrusion  of  our  feelings.  During  the  last  session 
the  opposers  of  the  measures  which  were  tiieo 


urged  upon  the  House,  used  all  their  endearors  to 
expose  their  injurious  tendency.  Some  of  tbone 
who  would  now  pass  for  all  reason,  made  a  botst 
then  of  being  all  feeling.  Then  they  reproached 
us  with  an  unchangeable  adherence  to  whit  v« 
thought  the  interests  of  the  country:  on  such 
questions,  whore  error  may  be  ruin,  the  pASsions 
turn  traitors.  On  such  occasions  we  had  our 
feelings,  but  we  thought  ourselves  bound  by  all 
that  we  owed  to  duty  and  our  country  to  sappress 
them.  It  was  then  proper  to  be  cool,  coDsidente, 
and  cautious. 

But  is  the  present  question  of  such  a  nature? 
It  has  nothing  to  decide  respecting  the  abetrad 
truth  of  the  proposition,  for  the  assertion  con- 
tained in  the  vote  of  the  merit  of  the  army  is  uor 
deniable;  it  cannot  be  opposed  bj  any  plea  of  pub- 
lic duty,  for  it  is  not  an  act  of  authority,  dot  wi3 
it  affect  any  one  interest  or  right  of  society. 

It  is  simply  a  question  of  mere  propriety;  and  it 
it  a  novelty,  is  it  anything  to  alarm  the  cautke 
of  the  House,  that  such  questions  are  always  to 
be  decided  by  feeling!  What  but  the  sense  d 
propriety  induces  me  to  perform  to  others  the 
nameless  and  arbitrary  duties,  and  to  receive  from 
others  the  rights  which  the  ciyiltties  and  refine- 
ments of  life  have  erected  into  laws?  In  casta 
of  a  more  sefious  kind,  is  not  sentiment  the  oulj 

frompt  and  enlightened  guide  of  our  conduct?  K 
receive  a  favor,  what  but  the  sentiment  of  grati- 
tude ought  to  direct  me  in  my  acknowledoiDeDtst 
Shall  I  go  to  my  bene&ctor  and  say.  Sir,  I  act 
coolly  and  carefully ;  I  will  examine  all  the  ci^ 
cumstances  of  this  transaction ;  and  if  upon  the 
whole  I  find  some  cause  of  gratitude,  I  will  thank 
you.  Is  this  gratitude  or  insult?  The  man  who 
afiects  to  hold  his  feelings,  and  his  best  feelings 
back  for  this  cold-blooded  process  of  retsooisj:; 
has  none.  He  deceives  himself,  and  attempts  t9 
deceive  others,  if  he  pretends  to  reason  up  or  to 
reason  down  the  impressions  which  actions  wcs^ 
thy  of  gratitude  and  admiration  make  npon  bi< 
heart  Was  it  necessary  to  wait  for  tiie  joj  aod 
exultation  which  the  news  of  the  victory  of  Gen- 
eral Wayne  instantly  inspired,  till  we  coold  pro- 
ceed with  all  due  phlegm  and  caution  to  analyxe 
it?  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Nicho- 
las] has  not  even  yet  received  the  impressioDS 
which  are  so  natural  and  so  nearly  universal ;  fix 
he  has  insisted  that  the  army  has  only  done  itt 
duty,  and  therefore  it  is  improper  to  express 
our  thanks.  Indeed,  it  has  done  its  doty,  bat 
in  a  manner  the  most  splendid,  the  most  worthj 
of  admiration  and  thanks.  That  gentleman  hi^ 
also  expressed  his  doubts  of  the  very  important 
nature  of  the  victory,  and  one  would  suppose 
it  was  thought  by  many  a  very  trivial  advan^ 
tage  that  is  gained  It  is  such  an  one,  however, 
as  has  humbled  a  victorious  foe ;  as  has  arenged 
the  slaughter  of  two  armies ;  as  gives  us  the  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  a  speedy  peace.  Can  ^^ 
desire  anything  more  ardently  than  a  termination 
of  the  Indian  war  ? 

The  same  gentleman,  or  some  other  opposing 
the  vote  of  thanks,  has  said,  if  our  armies  bare 
done  well,  they  are  paid  for  i^  as  if  monej  «tf 
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)  measure  and  the  recompense  of  merit.  No,  Hir, 
r  soldient  did  not  reason  coldly  (as  we  are  now 
horted  to  do)  in  the  day  of  battle.  When  the 
IT- whoop  would  have  shrunk  hearts  that  had 
thing  more  than  reasoning  on  their  wages  and 
Mr  services  to  an:mate  them,  did  our  brave  soldiers 
iok  on]y  of  their  ninepence  a  day  ?  If  they  had, 
I  hhonld  not  have  had  this  occasion  to  oner  to 
em  the  thanks  of  the  nation. 
A  soldier,  of  all  men,  looks  to  this  kind  of  re- 
mpense  for  his  services ;  and  surely,  to  look  to 
e  approbation  and  applause  of  his  country,  is  one 
t&M  of  keeping  alive  the  sentiments  of  citizen- 
}p  which  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  expire  even 
a  camp.  Shall  wo  make  it  an  excuse  for  refus- 
^  to  pass  this  vote  that  we  establish  the  princi- 
e  of  thanking  nobody?  Is  not  this,  as  a  princi- 
e,  as  novel,  as  improper,  as  that  which  alarms 
ir  opponents?  And  shall  we  establish  it  as  a 
inciple  against  the  known  practice  of  other 
Hemblies  and  of  this,  and  against  the  intrinsic 
"opriety  uf  the  case,  merely  because  we  think  our 
scretion  will  not  be  firm  enough  in  future  to  pro- 
mt the  abuse  of  the  practice  ?  Scarcely  any  abuse 
»uid  have  a  worse  influence  than  the  renisal  to 
lopt  this  vote,  because,  should  the  negative  pre- 
lii,  what  would  the  army  believe  ?  Would  they 
)t  aay,  a  vote  of  thanks  has  been  rejected  ?  It  is 
lid  we  have  not  done  much,  and  what  we  have 
ine  is  merely  our  duty,  fur  whioh  we  receive 
aires! 

The  debate  has  taken  such  a  turn,  that  I  con- 
!98 1  could  have  wislied  the  motion  had  not  been 
iade.  For  the  most  awkward  and  ridiculous 
ling  in  the  world  is  to  express  our  gratitude 
>thly.  But  at  least  it  offers  to  those  who  fear 
lat  votes  of  thanks  will  be  too  frequent,  some 
Koritr  against  their  apprehensions.  Would  any 
lan  risk  the  feelings  and  character  of  bis  friend  by 
0  attempt  to  force  a  vote  of  thanks  by  a  bare 
tajoritv  through  the  House  ?  No,  an  ingenuous 
lind  will  shrink  from  this  gross  reward.  If  there 
t  any  force  in  the  precedent  it  is  feared  we  are 
ow  making,  it  will  operate  more  to  deter  from 
Un  to  invite  the  repetition. 

Mr.  Dearborn  was  in  favor  of  the  original 
lotion.  In  addition  to  some  remarks  relative  to 
^  Republicanism  of  the  idea  of  the  Representa- 
Tes  of  the  people  thanking  the  armies  of  the 
eople  for  their  prowess  and  victories,  he  compared 
"le  argument  against  the  resolutions  on  the  score 
f  abase  to  a  miser's  excusinrf  himself  from  the 
r^clice  of  charity,  lent  he  should  bestow  it  on  un- 
rorthy  objects. 

Mr.  Rutherford  was  opposed  to  the  previous 
QeHtioD.  He  hoped  the  resolution  of  thanks 
I'oald  pass  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

The  previous  question  was  now  called  for,  by 
ive  members,  viz :  **  Shall  the  main  question  to 
'^  to  the  said  resolution,  be  now  put  ?*'     And 

On  the  previous  question,  **  Shall  the  said  main 
jJestion  be  now  put  ?"  it  was  resolved  in  the  af- 
inDative-.yeas  62,  nays  36,  as  follows : 

TiAs.— Fisbeir  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Abraham 
^dwin,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lam- 
^  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  WUUam 


J.  Dawaon,  Henry  Dearborn,  Gabriel  Duvall,  William 
Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimon^  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel 
Oilbert,  James  Gillespie,  Henry  Glenn,  James  G(»rdon, 
Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Barry  Grove^  George  Hancock,  Daniel  Heister, 
William  Hindman,  Samuel  Holten,  John  Wilkes Kittera, 
Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  William  Lyman, 
Francis  Malbone,  William  Montgomery,  Peter  Muh- 
lenberg, William  Vans  Murray,  Joseph  Neville,  An- 
drew rickens,  Robert  Rutherford,  Thomas  Scott,  The- 
odore Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith, 
George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
John  K  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van 
Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Watts,  Paine  Win- 
gate,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — ^Theodorus  Bailey,  John  Beatty,  Thomas 
Blount,  Elias  Boudinot,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Joshua  Coit, 
liKaac  Cf)les,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  William  B. 
Giles,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  John 
Heath,  James  Hillhouse,  John  Hunter,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madi- 
son, Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  Andrew 
Moore,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  Francis  Preston,  John 
S.  Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Zephaniah 
Swift,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Veoable,  Francis 
Walker,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  it  was 

Beiolted,  unanimoiulyf  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  legion  under  the  orders  of  Major  General 
Wayne,  for  their  patience,  fortitude,  and  bravery. 

Resolved,  unanimoiLsly^  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  Major  General  Scott,  and  to 
the  gallant  mounted  volunteers  from  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  who  have  served  their  country  in  the 
field,  during  the  late  campaign,  under  the  orders 
of  Major  General  Wayne,  for  their  zeal,  bravery, 
and  good  conduct. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  transmit  the  foregoing  re- 
solutions; and  that  Mr.  Williau  Smith  and  Mr. 
MuRRAT  be  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
President  therewith. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Murray, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  the  gallant  officers  and  privates 
of  the  Mililia  of  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  who,  on  the  late 
call  of  the  President,  rallied  round  the  standard 
of  the  laws,  and,  in  the  prompt  and  severe  services 
which  they  encountered,  bore  the  most  illustrious 
testimony  to  the  value  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  blessings  of  internal  peace  and  order;  and  that 
the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  the 
above  vote  of  thanks  in  such  manner  as  he  may 
judge  most  acceptable  to  the  patriotic  citizens  who 
are  its  objecta 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Smith  and  Mr. 
Murray  be  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
President  with  the  foregoing  resolution. 


Friday,  December  5. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Presx- 
DBin:  OF  the  United  States,  of  the  thirtieth  of 
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Janunry,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  en- 
closing the  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of 
North  Carolina,  covering  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  State;  as  also  the  petitbns  of 
Thomas  Person  and  others,  proprietors  in  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States  South  of  the 
river  Ohio,  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Universify  of 
North  Carolina,  which  was  made  to  this  House  on 
the  19th  of  February  last,  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
Covenhoven;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  on«Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  estimates  of  appropriation 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1796;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
the  following  resolution ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz: 

£esolred,  That,  for  the  expenditure  of  the  Civil 
List  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  together  with  the 
incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  several 
Departments  and  offices  thereof,  there  be  appropri- 
ated the  several  sums  of  money  following,  to  wit: 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  all  the  appropriations, 
amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  $436,250.] 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Fitzsi- 
HONS,  Mr.  Shbakjashub  Bourkb,  and  Mr.  Griffin, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  pay  of  the  non-com  missioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States, 
when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to 
Mr.  GiLBS,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  HfiSTEB,Mr.  Locks, 
and  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  third  in- 
stant,  **  that  provision  be  made  by  law,  for  compen- 
sating the  suflferers  by  the  depredations  of  the  insur- 
gents in  the  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania," 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on 
the  said  motion,  and  that  so  much  of  the  Speech 
of  the  President  op  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  the  subject-matter  thereof,  bo  committed  to 
Mr.  HiLLROUSE,  Mr.  Findlet,  Mr.  Ltman,  Mr. 
Watts,  and  Mr.  William  Smith. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Speech  of 
the  President,  which  relates  to  the  improvement 
of  harmony  with  the  Indian  nations,  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  by  fixing  and  conduct- 
ing of  trading  houses;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Uomimttee  rose  and  reported  the  fol- 


lowing resolution,  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  viz : 

Eeeohedy  That  — dollars  be  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  trade  with  the  Indian 
nations. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  is 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Par- 
ker, Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Fudlet, 
and  Mr.  Greenup,  do  prepare  and  bring  ia  ihc 
same. 


Monday,  December  8. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Corea- 
hovcn,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine and  report  what  proceedings  have  been  bd 
under  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  for 
making  further  and  more  effectual  provi^oa  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States.^ 
passed  the  5th  of  March,  1792;  also,  to  report 
whether  any,  and  what,  amendments  are  nece«arj 
to  the  several  laws  respecting  the  Military  Z^ui- 
lishment,  and  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  tKc 
United  Sutes. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Nicho- 
las, Mr.  Dearborn,  and  Mr.  Smilib. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pr^ 
pare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entity 
^  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  Natoraliu* 
tion,**  and  that  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Dkxtes,  and  Mr. 
Carnes,  be  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Preston,  from  the  committee  to  whom  vai 
referred  the  petition  of  snndry  inhabitants  line? 
between  the  lines  commonly  called  Walker's  rA. 
Henderson's  lines,  made  a  report,  which  was  read: 
Whereupon, 

Resoked,  That  a  law  should  pass,  establishing 
Walker's  line  as  the  Southern  boundary  bftveea 
the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  Territory  of  tbe 
United  States  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  reserring  :o 
the  said  inhabitants  their  claims  to  lands  ijing 
between  the  said  lines,  according  to  the  lawsof  Ui« 
State  under  which  thev  claim. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  par- 
snant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Peesto!i. 
Mr.  Winston,  and  Mr.  Pickens,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  f>ap- 
port  of  Government  for  the  year  one  thoaflandi^- 
ven  hundred  and  ninety-five;  which  was  readttiite 
and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  respecting  the  forLifications  of  the  United 
States. 

The  first  resolution  of  the  report  was  then  re^d; 
and,  after  some  further  discussion,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported  progresfj^ 

Mr.  Parker  then  moved  that  the  ntsmW 
should  be  requested  to  cause  the  proper  officer  to 
lay  before  the  House  a  copy  of  iiistrocUons  to  the 
superintendents  and  engineers  for  the  erection  of 
tbe  fortifications  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  tb< 
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Jnited  States.     A  committee  was  accordingly  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
trepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  establish  an 
iniibrm  system  of  Bankruptcy  throughout  the 
Jriited  States ;  and  that  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr. 
isDowicK,  and  Mr.  Venable,  be  the  said  com- 
Dittee. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  authorize  the 
'RcsiDBirr  OF  THE  Unitcd  States  to  receive  on 
oan  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  millions  of  dollars, 
it  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  five  per  cent, 
Mvable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States ;  and 
hat  Mr.  Fitzsihons,  Mr.  Himdhax,  and  Mr.  Coles, 
)e  the  sud  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
;bat  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee  on 
iieir  part,  jointly,  with  such  committee  as  may  be 
ippointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  examine 
ind  report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done 
iuring  the  present  session ;  the  Senate  have  also 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  and  ex- 
plain the  twenty-second  section  of  the  act '  Estab- 
lishing the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States ;'  *' 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  immediately  remarked  that  it 
irould  be  necessary  to  appoint  three  prophets  to 
confer  with  the  committee  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Skdowick  moved  that  the  House  should 
igree  to  the  motion  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  it  was  beyond  the  abili- 
ties of  any  committee  to  comply  with  such  a  re- 
qoisition.  He  himself  had  several  matters  to  pro- 
pose, that  he  had  never  yet  mentioned ;  and  he 
could  not  be  one  of  the  committee,  for  he  was  on 
tvo  committees  already.  But,  besides  that,  other 
gentlemen  are  daily  bringing  up  new  business, 
which  they  think  of  importance.  He  mentioned, 
1^  an  instance,  the  unexpected  motion  just  now 
made  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Madi- 
soxj  on  the  Naturalization  Bill,  which  seemed  to 
meet  the  universal  concurrence  of  the  House.  Six 
weeks  hence  there*may  be  a  shadow  of  propriety 
in  such  a  request  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  defended  his  motion  as  a  matter 
of  civility. 

Mr.  W.  SnTB  s^iid,  that  such  a  message  had  a 
▼ery  odd  appearance  from  the  Senate.  It  was  but 
ten  or  fourteen  days  since  they  had  formed  a  quo- 
rum, and  now  they  are  inquiring  when  are  we  to 
tdjoarn? 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  they  have  not  asked  this 
question. 

Mr.  Smffh  replied,  that  this  was  the  intention  of 
the  message.  He  himself  would,  perhaps,  have 
important  business,  two  or  three  weeks  hence,  to 
bring  forward  from  his  constituents,  but  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  give  an  account  of  it  just  now. 
The  House  had,  two  or  three  days  ago,  told  the 
P&ESIDENT  that  they  were  going  to  consider  the 
subjects  recommended  in  his  Speech,  and  now  they 
tre  called  on  to  conclude  the  business. 
Mr.  Sedgwick  withdrew  his  motion. 
The  last-mentioned  bill  in  the  message  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 


Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  expediency  of  making 
further  provision  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
relative  to  the  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  by  parti- 
cular States,  in  lands  where  are  established,  or  may 
by  law  be  directed  to  be  built  and  established, 
light-houses,  buoys,  and  public  piers. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Corr, 
Mr.  Tredwell,  and  Mr.  Lee. 


Tuesday,  December  0. 

Mr.  WiLLiAX  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  Bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Qovernment  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  authorizing  a  loan  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  twen- 
ty-second section  of  the  act  '  establishing  the  Ju- 
dicial Courts  of  the  United  SUtes.' " 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  without 
amendment,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  rose  and  said,  that  he  hnd  in  his 
hand  a  letter  from  Magdeburgh,  in  Germany,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Congress.  A  number  of  families 
there  wanted  to  emigrate  into  this  country,  but 
before  they  ventured  on  that  step,  they  wished  to 
have  answers  to  several  queries,  which  they  pro- 
posed. One  of  these  excited  a  general  smile  in 
the  House.  It  was,  whether  there  was  in  Ame- 
rica a  quick  demand  for  Physicians  and  Divines? 
Some  other  queries  went  to  ascertain  whether  mo- 
ney could  be  borrowed,  if  it  should  chance  to  be 
wanted,  for  carrying  on  manufactories,  such  as  tan 
works.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  having  received  this  letter, 
addressed  to  Congress,  he  had  thought  it  his  duty 
to  read  a  translation  of  it  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  [Mr.  Muhlenberg]  informed  the 
House  that  there  was  an  incorporated  German 
Society  in  Philadelphia,  who  had  already  sent  to 
Germany  a  full  answer  to  every  query  of  this  kind, 
which  could  be  put;  and  this  paper  had  been 
published.  But  he  would  take  care  that  the  letter 
should  have  a  proper  answer.  [|The  Speaker  him- 
self is  the  President  of  this  Society.] 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  Message  of  the  President  op  the  United 
States,  of  the  thirtieth  of  January  last,  enclosing 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  North 
Carolina,  covering  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  State;  as,  also,  the  petitions  of  Thomas 
Person  and  others,  proprietors  of  lands  in  the  Ter- 
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ritorj  of  the  United  States  South  of  the  riyer 
Ohio,  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University  of 
Nortii  Carolina ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

THE  MINT. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  motion  of  Mr.  Coir, 
relative  to  the  Mint.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Rittenhouse, 
referred  to  yesterday,  was  again  read. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  drew  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  some  time,  by  a  series  of  the  most  interesting 
observations.  He  went  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  inquire  for  cents.  He  was  told  that 
there  were  none  to  be  had,  because  the  Bank  could 
not  get  them  from  the  Mint.  He  then  went  to 
the  Mint,  where  he  was  informed  that  cents  were 
not  coined  faster,  because  the  officers  of  the  Mint 
did  not  know  where  to  get  them  vented  I  He  said 
that  this  Mint  cost  twenty-four  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  and  every  cent  coined  there  cost  the 
public  several  cents,  though  he  could  not  exactly 
tell  how  many.  In  New  Jersey  far  more  cents  had 
been  coined  in  a  few  months  than  had  ever  been 
coined  altogether  at  the  Mint  of -the  United  States, 
and  this  had  been  done  at  one  fortieth  part  of  the 
expense  which  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  has 
cost 

Several  other  members  adverted  to  the  prodi- 
gious inconvenience  which  is  felt  all  over  the  Union 
fbr  want  of  copper  coin  ;  and  it  appeared  to  excite 
some  curiosity,  on  what  foundation  the  officers  of 
the  Mint  said  that  they  could  not  get  their  cents 
vented.  It  was  remarked  by  Mr.  W.  Smith  that, 
except  as  to  Philadelphia,  the  Mint  is  of  little  or  no 
use  whatever.  The  cents  given  out  never  go  farther 
than  the  city. 

A  committee  of  three  members  were  appointed 
to  examine  and  report  on  the  state  of  the  Mint, 
and  what  means  may  be  used  to  render  the  institu- 
tion more  beneficial  to  the  United  States. 


Wbdncsdat,  December  10. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  Loan  of  two 
millions  of  dollars  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  petition  of  William  Rotch  and  Sons,  of  Nan- 
tucket, in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  they 
may  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  the  duties 
imposed  on  foreign  vessels,  to  which  they  will  be 
subjected,  in  the  case  of  the  ships  Maria  and  Diana, 
the  property  of  the  petitioners,  which,  being  absent 
from  the  United  States,  were  not  registered  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  law.     Also, 

A  petition  of  Epaphras  Jones,  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  in  behalf  of  himself,  Stephen  Gor- 
ham,  Shubal  Gorham,  Charles  Selden,  of  the  said 
city,  merchants,  and  owners  of  the  brigantine  call- 
ed the  Peru,  of  New  York,  praying  that  the^Col- 
lector  of  the  port  of  New  York  may  be  author- 
ized to  receiye  the  oaths  of  the  said  Stephen  Gor- 


ham,  Shubal  Gorham,  and  Charles  Selden ,  to  the 
register  of  the  said  brigantine,  they  having  been 
prevented  from  taking  the  same  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  law,  by  absence  from  the  United 
States. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
Mr.  GooDHCE,  Mr.  Coffin,  and  Mr.  Gilmab  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  Uiereupon,  to  the 
House. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

**  Resolved^  That  provision  be  made  for  effecting  tbe 
transfer  of  so  much  of  the  stock  standing  to  the  credit 
of  any  State,  pursuant  to  the  report  of  the  Cofoimiv 
sionei's  for  settling  accounts  between  the  United  State? 
and  iudividual  States,  to  creditors  of  such  State,  &.« 
may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  their  respectiTe  demmmk. 
with  the  consent  of  the  said  State  and  its  creditors. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  committed  io  t 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  appointed.,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  authorize  the  ofiBcers  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  audit  and  pass  the  account  of  the  late  Ed- 
ward Blanchard,  deceased;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolotion 
of  the  Senate,  of  the  eighth  instant,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses,  to 
examine  and  report  what  business  is  necessary  to 
be  done  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Tract  could  not  speak  from  experience  a^ 
to  the  point  of  form.  But  he  knew  that  there  was 
no  message  of  this  kind  last  session.  There  was  a 
committee  of  the  two  Houses  to  know  what  bo* 
siness  could  be  delayed,  but  not  what  was  to  be 
done.  There  seemed  but  one  sentiment  in  the 
House,  as  to  the  message  itself,  but  he  was  fAeu 
that,  in  point  of  civility,  the  question  shoakl  be 
taken  up,  and  decided.  This  could  do  no  harm, 
and,  by  the  reception  that  the  proposal  would  meet 
with,  it  might  most  likely  prevent  any  messages  of 
that  sort  in  future. 

Mr.  Dexter  thought  that  it  .was  an  indifferent 
argument  for  taking  up  the  proposition  to  say  that 
it  would  be  rejected.  This  discussion  would  be 
a  mere  waste  of  time.  He  understood  that  the  re^ 
solution  had  been  carried  through  the  Seruite  by  a 
majority  of  one.  He  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  give  itself  any  farther  trouble  about  such  a  r^ 
solution,  carried  by  such  a  majority. 

Mr.  HoLTEN  said  that  the  resolution  was  not  in 
itself  worth  a  moment's  consideration. 

Mr.  Giles  was  for  taking  up  the  question,  that 
the  Senate  might  not  be  held  in  suspense.  He 
should  vote  against  appointing  a  committee. 

The  House  then  divided  for  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  message  of  the  Senate — Ayes  35, 
noes  24. 

The  main  question  was  then  put;  "Shall  this    i 
House  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  one  from 
the  Senate,  and  report  what  further  business  re- 
mains to  be  done  during  the  present  session  ?** 

Gentlemen  in  the  affirmative  rose.  There  were 
not  more  than  five  or  six ;  so  the  resolution  was 
rejected  by  a  yery  large  majority. 
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Thubbdat,  December  11. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  th£  Unitbd  States  : 

^tnilemen  of  ike  Senate^  and 

of  the  House  of  Represenlatites : 

I  transmit  to  yoo,  for  consideration,  a  representation 
Dade  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
lubject  of  cunstitating  an  officer  to  be  specially  charged 
with  the  buaineas  of  procuring  certain  public  supplies. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
UimD  Statis,  December  11, 1794. 

The  said  Message  and  representation  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GiLBS,  from  the  committee  to  Whom  was 
recommittted  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the 
non-commissioned  officer?,  musicians,  and  privates, 
of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  when  called  into 
tctoal  serrice,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported  an 
amendatory  bill ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  immedi- 
ately. 

The  Hoase  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
sud  Committee ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were  severally 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  and 
Beport  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  respecting  the 
difficulties  and  inconveniences  which  had  occurred 
in  the  ezecaUon  of  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by 
establishing  an  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  Uni- 
te<l  States,'*  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  this 
House,  of  the  26th  ultimo ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  better  organ- 
izing, arming,  and  disciplining  the  Militia  of  the 
Ignited  Sutes. 

Mr.  Pbbston,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  determining  the  Northern  boundary 
of  the  Territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  br  the 
State  of  North  Carolina ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  that  part  of  the  Speech  of  the  PaasmBNT 
Or  THB  Unitkd  States,  which  relates  to  the  policy 
of  indemnifying  the  sufferers  by  the  depredations 
of  the  insurgents  in  the  Western  counties  of  Penn- 
sjlvania.  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  officers  of 
the  Treasury  to  audit  and  pass  the  account  of  the 
late  Edward  Blanchard,  deceased ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  the  bill 
vithout  amendment 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  eogroaaed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 


Fbidat,  December  12. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of 
the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  when  called  into 
actual  service,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury  to  audit  and  pass  the  account  of  the  late 
Edward  Blanchard,  deceased,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

A  petition  of  George  Gibbs,  of  Newport,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  merchant,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed 
the  drawback  of  the  duties  on  a  quantity  of  wines 
exported  to  Calcutta,  in  the  East  Indies,  in  Decem- 
ber, ,1790,  and  of  which,  owing  to  unavoidable  cir- 
cumstances, he  has  not  been  able  to  produce  the 
certificates  required  by  law  to  cancel  the  bond  given 
on  the  exportation  of  the  same. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claimu 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Tobias  Rudolph, 
representative  of  John  Rudolph,  deceased,  which 
was  made  to  this  House  on  the  28d  day  of  April  last 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury be  authorized  to  accept  the  vouchers  produced 
in  support  of  the  claim  of  John  Rudolph,  deceased, 
late  a  Major  in  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee's  legion  of 
the  Continental  Army,  and  to  pay  the  amount  of 
the  said  claim  to  Tobias  Rudolph,  as  the  legal  repre- 
sentative of  the  deceased. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Chbis- 
TiB,  Mr.  Sbbkburnb,  and  Mr.  Bailbf,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

BALANCES  DUE  THE  UNITED  STATEa 

Mr.  Hbath  next  read  tbe  following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cauae 
to  be  laid  before  the  House  a  statement  of  the  balances 
remaining  unpaid,  if  any,  which  may  have  been  due  by 
individu(ds  to  the  United  States,  previous  to  the  4th  of 
March,  1789,  and  whether  any,  and  what  steps  have 
been  taken  to  recover  the  same.  And  also  a  statement 
of  the  sundry  sums  of  public  mone^,  which  may  have 
been  intrusted  to  individuals  previous  to  the  said  4th 
day  of  March,  1789,  and  have  not  been  accounted  for.*' 

Mr.  Hbath  introduced  this  resolution,  with  some 
remarks  on  the  impropriety  of  making  new  Loans, 
if  anything  could  be  had  from  the  debts  due  to  the 
United  Sutes. 

It  was  agreed  to  take  up  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Sbdowicx  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. He  observed  that  a  gentleman  who  was 
not  at  present  here,  [Mr.  Jbbbmiah  Wadswobth,] 
and  who  knew  more  of  the  public  accounts  of  the 
United  States  than  any  gentleman  in  the  House, 
had  always  opposed  motions  of  this  kind.  He  gave 
as  a  reason  that  people  could  not  get  their  accounts 
settled  with  the  Treasury  after  waiting  monthsL 
This  arose  from  the  confusion  and  loss  of  docu* 
ments ;  and  it  would  be  wrong  to  be  baslj  in  pub- 
lishing them  aa  debtors. 
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Mr.  FiTZsiHONS  said  that  eT«r  since  the  new  Go- 
Ternment  had  been  estabh'shed,  ten  or  twelve 
clerks  had  constantly  been  employed  in  endeavor- 
ing; to  settle  these  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  individuals.  He  was  not  sure  but  these 
debts  had  cost  more  trouble  to  the  United  States 
than  they  are  worth.  Some  people  are  stated  in 
the  books  of  the  United  States  as  debtors  to  the 
extent  of  roilh'ons,  who  call  themselves  ereditort 
to  the  United  States.  He  moved  another  resolu- 
tion, which  would  answer  all  the  purposes  intend- 
ed by  Mr.  Heath  ;  and  this  was,  that  a  committee 
should  be  appointed  to  inquire  what  progress  had 
been  made  in  the  settlement  of  public  accounts, 
whether  any  further  measures  were  wanted  to  ex- 
pedite the  business,  and  to  get  a  state  of  balances 
due. 

Mr.  Heath  withdrew  his  motion,  and  a  commit- 
tee of  five  was  appointed  agreeably  to  the  resolution 
proposed  by  Mr.  Fitzsihons. 

PAY  OF  MILITIA  OFFICERS. 

The  House  taen  took  up  the  following  resolution, 
laid  on  the  table  yesterday  by  Mr.  Blouict,  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regu- 
lating the  pay  of  commissioned  officers  of  the  Militia 
of  the  United  States,  viz. : 

**  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  allowances  to  the  com- 
miMtoned  officers  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States." 

^  Mr.^  Blount  said,  that  the  low  pay  of  the  sol- 
diers in  the  militia  was  not  a  cause  of  greater  dis- 
content than  the  high  pay  of  the  commissioned 
officers. 

Mr.  Bloukt  moved  that  the  House  should  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  subject 

Mr.  Parker  was  in  favor  of  the  House  going  into 
a  Committee. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  was  for  a  select  committee,  in 
the  first  place,  because  he  thought  it  improper  to 
plunge  into  so  wide  a  subject  at  once,  without  any 
rule  or  principle  to  direct  them. 

Mr.  Claiborne  argued  for  a  select  committee  in 
the  first  place.  He  said  that  four  thousand  and 
fifty-seven  dollars  per  annum  were  given  to  a  Ma- 
jor-General,  which  would  be  sufficient  for  paying 
twenty-eight  or  twenty-nine  men.  This  was  an  al^ 
surdity,  and  the  Army  were  sick  of  it  Ho  wanted 
a  select  committee  first,  that  some  kind  of  shape 
might  be  given  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  B.  Bourne  had  never  heard  any  complaints 
against  the  pay  of  the  militia  officers  as  being  too 
high.  Ho  had  heard  complaints  on  many  other 
payments  made  by  Government — such  as  the  six 
dollars  a  day  to  members  of  that  House.  He  would 
think  it  very  improper  to  make  any  distinction  be- 
tween the  pay  of  officers  in  the  militia,  and  the 
other  troops.  We  have  been  raising  the  pay  of  the 
privates  in  the  militia  somewhat  aboTe  that  of  the 
regulars ;  and  now  it  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  pay 
of  the  militia  officers  below  that  of  the  regulars. 
He  thought  that  all  this  had  somewhat  of  an  odd 
appearance. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, making  provision  for  effecting  the  transfer 
of  so  much  of  the  stock  standing  to  the  credit  of 
any  State,  to  creditors  of  such  State,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  satisfy  their  respective  demands,  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  mo- 
tion under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

The  said  motion  was  again  read,  and,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
follows : 

Betolvedf  That  provision  be  made  for  efTecting 
the  transfer  of  so  much  of  the  stock  standing  to  the 
credit  of  any  State,  pursuant  to  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners  for  settling  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  individual  States,  to  creditors  of 
such  State,  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  their  re- 
spective demands,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  State, 
and  its  creditors. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pursn- 
ant  to  the  said  re.<;olution,  and  that  Mr.  Benjaxix 
Bourne,  Mr.  Swift,  and  Mr.  V^n  Gaasbbck,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 


Monday,  December  15. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Virginia, 
John  Paob;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Bekjavis 
Williams,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
to  examine  and  report  what  proceedings  have  been 
had  under  the  act  **  For  making  further  and  mora 
effectual  provison  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  United  States,"  and  to  report  whether  any, 
and  what,  amendments  are  necessary  to  the  several 
laws  respecting  the  Military  Establishment,  and  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States, 
made  a  report  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  WiUiam 
Dewees;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  report  under  consideration,  and  come  to  no 
resolution  thereupon. 

jRewlved,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William 
Dewees  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Chiustie,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented, according  to  order,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
Tobias  Rudolph,  representative  of  ^fajor  John 
Rudolph,  deceased^  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

PAY  OF  THE  MILITIA  OFFICERS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  12th  in- 
stant, "  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  allowances  to  the 
commissioned  offloen  of  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States." 
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Mr.  Sbdowick  never  had  been  in  the  militia, 
id  he  was  vcrj  sare  that  he  never  should  be,  but 
ig  did  not  hinder  him  from  feeKng  when  they 
tre  hardly  treated.  It  would  depress,  discour- 
:e,  and  disgust  militia  officers,  to  see  the  regulars 
tter  paid  than  themselves. 
On  the  sugtrestion  of  Mr.  Muhlknbkro,  (the 
>eAker,)  the  original  resolution  was  restricted  to 
ese  words : 

"  Renolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
le  pay  of  the  militia  officers  ought  to  be  reduced." 

Mr.  Bloukt,  Mr.  Fiin>LKr,and  Mr.  Ruthkrpord, 
ere  for  the  reduction.  The  latter  gentleman  was 
rerse  to  tke)n^at  distinction  in  the  pay  of  officers 
id  soldiers,  as,  from  its  extreme  inequality,  too 
iuch  resembling  Monarchy. 

Mr.  Heath  was  opposed  to  the  motion  on  the 
ible.  He  thought  that  it  would  have  an  effect  to 
amp  that  military  ardor  which  the  House  had 
xperienced  in  the  recent  example  before  them  in 
iieir  militia,  who  might  be  called  on  again  to  re> 
lime  their  tour  of  duty.  A  comparative  reason- 
1^  cannot  be  drawn  with  Justice  and  truth,  from 
tie  pay  fixed  by  Congress  in  1775,  for  the  regular 
rroy.  That  was  a  time,  when  the  citizens  of 
imenca  embarked  in  the  common  cause  of  their 
ountry  upon  a  revolutionary  ground  more  than 
rem  pecuniary  motives ;  but  now,  when  the  coun- 
ry  has  a  permanent  independent  Government, 
here  ought  to  be  a  better  reason  given  for  reducing 
he  pay  of  the  militia  officers,  than  has  been  al- 
'eady  adduced  in  the  debate.  If  this  resolution 
>btains  it  w^ill  have  another  pernicious  effect  It 
rould  badly  reward  this  great  body  of  our  militia, 
JO  be  called  from  their  homes,  upon  the  spur  of 
m  occasion,  under  manifold  difficulties  and  incon- 
reniences ;  every  one  must,  at  the  same  time, 
xnfess  that  the  militia  are  the  great  bulwark  of 
our  Republic.  This  resolution  might,  in  the  end, 
tend  to  make  them  inferior  and  subordinate  to  the 
present  small  Military  Establishment  of  the  Unit- 
sd  States.  Most  of  the  military  go  into  the  army 
pro/eMionally  to  continue.  This  is  not  the  case 
irith  the  militia,  whose  time  of  service  expires 
vith  the  tour. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  different  gen- 
tlemen, the  Committee  disagreed  to  the  resolu- 
tion. The  Chairman  reported  that  they  had  come 
to  no  resolution ;  and  the  question  was  then  taken 
on  the  report  of  the  committee,  to  which  the 
House  agreed. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  were — ^yeas 
50,  nays  29,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Fifther  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Beat- 
ty,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearja»hi]b  Bourne,  Benjamin 
B(mroe,  Gabriel  Christie,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin, 
J*>'buaCoit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Henry  Dearlx>ro,  George 
Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Gabriel  Duvall,  Dwiicht  Foster, 
^ekiel  Gilbert,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Ben- 
jamin Goodhue,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  1'ho- 
loas  Hartley,  John  Heath,  James  Hillhouse,  William 
Hindman,  Samuel  Hulten.  John  Hunter,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Richard  Bland  Lee.  Francis  Mai  bone,  Peter 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Joseph  Neville, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  Andrew  Pickens,  Francis  Preston, 
Tbomai  Scott,  Theodora  Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherbuma, 


Jeremiah  Smitli,  Zephnniah  Swift,  George  Thatcher, 
Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  PeLeg  Wadsworth,  John  Watts, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

NATa — James  Armstrong,  Theodorus  Bailey,  T})o- 
mas  Blount,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  J.  Dawson, 
William  Findley,  James Qilleftpie.Cliristopber  Greenup, 
William  Barry  Grove,  George  Hancock,  Carter  B.  Har- 
rison, Matthew  Locke,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander 
Mebane,  William  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore,  An- 
thony New,  Nathaniel  Niles,John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Robert  Rutherford,  Israel  Smith,  1'homas  Tredwell, 
Philip  Van  Cortland t,  Abraham  Venable,  Francis 
Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  Patne  Wiogate,  and  Jo- 
seph Winst(jn. 

The  resolution  for  reducing  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  militia  was  therefore  rejected. 

CLAIM  OF  STEPHEN  SAYRE. 

It  was  next  moved,  that  the  House  go  into  a 
Committee  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  the  petition  of  Stephen  Sayre.  The  House 
resolved  itself  accordingly — Mr.  Cobb  in  the 
Chair. 

Many  objections  were  made  to  the  claims  cf  this 
gentlen^an. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  said,  that  Mr.  Sayre  assumed 
the  merit  of  the  armed  neutrality  to  himself,  and 
this  position  was  unfounded.  The  armed  neu- 
trality arose  from  a  misunderstanding  between 
two  Russian  Ministers,  that  produced  some  in- 
trigues ending  in  this  measure.  He  condemned 
the  silence  of  Mr.  Sayre,  while  Mr.  Arthur  Lee 
and  Dr.  Frankun  were  alive;'  as  they  would 
have  been  the  most  effectual  evidences  in  his 
favor. 

Mr.  Parker  explained  that,  during  a  long  inter- 
val, Mr.  Sayre  was  not  in  this  country,  and  there- 
fore had  not  an  opportunity  to  make  the  use  pro- 
posed of  their  testimony. 

Mr.  Swirr  disbelieved  what  Mr.  Sayre,  in  one 
part  of  his  memorial,  alleged,  viz :  that  he,  by  his 
own  personal  influence,  had  persuaded  the  King 
of  Prussia  to  set  on  foot  the  armed  neutrality.  As 
he  firmly  believed  that  this  part  of  the  memorial 
was  not  true,  Mr.  S.  thought  himself  entitled  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  other  parts  of  it 

Mr.  HiLLBOCSB,  Mr.  Coir,  and  some  other  mem- 
bers, also  spoke.  It  was  observed  that  the  Com- 
mittee were,  in  some  material  particulars,  unin- 
formed, and  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  rise,  and  the  Chairman  to  ask  leave  to 
sit  again.    The  Committee  rose  accordingly. 

Mr.  Madisoh,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  Naturalization;" 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  estimates  of  ap- 
propriation for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-five;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  said  esti- 
mates under  consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolu- 
tion thereupon ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Eeiohed,  That  there  be  appropriated  for  the 


9Y9 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


980 


H.  OF  R.] 


Major  Ruditlph^M  Ciaim, 


[DicnuiR,  1791. 


pay,  subsistence,  forage,  and  other  expenses  at- 
tending the  Militia  in  their  late  expedition  to  the 
Western  counties  of  Pennsjlvania,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding   dollars. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Fitzsi- 
KOMS,  Mr.  Shbabjashub  Bourne,  and  Mr.  Griffin, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordired,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  if  any,  or  what  alterations  ought  to  be  made 
to  the  act,  passed  the  7th  day  of  June,  1794,  enti- 
tled **  An  act  concerning  invalids.'' 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Boudi- 
NOT,  Mr.  Greenup,  and  Mr.  Gillespie. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  how  far  the  Post  Office  Law  has  been  car- 
ried into  execution,  and  to  report  thereon ;  and  that 
Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Gbotb,  and  Mr.  Wink,  be  the 
said  committee. 

Mr.  William  Shith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  Public  Debt,  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next 

Tuesday,  December  16. 

A  petition  of  sundry  soldiers  of  the  late  Army 
of  the  United  States,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  the  locations  which  they  have  made 
of  the  respective  proportions  of  lands  due  for  their 
military  services  during  the  late  war,  in  the  se- 
cond range  of  townships,  on  the  river  Ohio,  to- 
gether with  the  improvements  thereon,  may  be 
confirmed  to  them,  and  grants  issued  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Hartley,  Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  Winston;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

A  petition  of  Isaac  Taylor  and  John  Harvey,  of 
the  town  of  Newbern,  in  the  State  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, merchants,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  a  remission  of  the  duties  accruing 
on  a  quantity  of  rum,  sugar,  and  coffee,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  petitioners,  which  were  consumed  by 
tire,  together  with  the  storehouses  in  which  they 
were  deposited,  in  the  months  of  October  and  No- 
vember last 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Williams,  and  Mr.  Orr;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

Oenthmen  of  ike  Senate,  and 

of  the  Htnae  of  Repreaentaiivee : 

I  transmit  to  CoDgresfi  Uie  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  his  account,  aa  adjusted  with 
the  Treasury  Department,  of  the  expenditure  of  moneys 
appropriated  fur  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations, 
up  to  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  four. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
^  United  States,  December  16,  1704. 


The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Beeolved,  That  the  Presidbht  or  thi  Ujnm 
States  be  requested  to  cause  a  report  to  be  Iti<i 
before  this  House  of  the  measures  that  hare  been 
adopted,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  twenty^seveDtli 
of  March  last,  for  building  ships ;  of  the  progren 
hitherto  made ;  the  compensation  allowed  to  per- 
sons  employed  in  the  different  branches  of  the  bu- 
siness ;  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
for  completing  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gilmak  and  Mr.  Prsstox  b« 
appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  PaKsiDiirr 
with  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Militia  lately  called  into  the  serrioe  of 
the  United  States ;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

MAJOR  RUDOLPH'S  CLAIM. 

Mr.  Christie  moved  that  the  House  sboald  p 
into  a  Committee,  on  the  report  from  the  select 
committee,  for  the  relief  of  Tobias  Rudolph,  repre- 
sentative of  the  late  Major  John  Rudolph,  deceased 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  accord- 
ingly, Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Chair.  < 

The  bill  being  read  by  the  Clerk,  Mr.  Madisoi  I 
proposed,  as  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  name 
of  Tobias  Rudolph,  and  leave  it  standing  merely 
the  representative  of  Major  John  Rudolph,  becsase 
the  House  did  not  know  whether  this  Tobits  ««s 
the  legal  representative  or  not  This  might  here- 
after become  a  legal  question.  The  amendmeot 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tract  and  Mr.  Swirr  objected  strongly  to 
this  bill,  as  breaking  through  an  established  rule. 
Mr.  Tract  observed,  that  if  the  representatire  of 
Major  Rudolph  could  not  bring  authentic  eri- 
dence  of  his  demand,  that  was  no  reason  why  be 
should  obtain  it  without  evidence.  He  was  in  that 
case  an  unfortunate  person,  but  so  were  ten  tboo- 
sand  others  besides  him. 

Mr.  But  ALL  vindicated  the  justice  of  the  demand 
Migor  General  Lee,  and  two  other  officers,  attested 
that  they  had  seen  Major  Rudolph  pay  the  monej 
out  of  his  own  pocket 

Mr.  FrrzsiMovs  recommended  that  there  shcnild 
be  an  alteration  in  wording  the  bill,  and  for  this 
purpose  to  recommit  it 

Mr.  Carnes  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  alter 
ing  the  bill.  He  thought  that  as  much  of  it  might 
be  changed,  if  an  alteration  was  at  all  necessary, 
without  rising.  The  original  documents  had  been 
carried  off  by  the  enemy ;  no  better  evidence  could 
be  got  than  what  had  now  been  offered.  Mr.  C.  was 
for  the  bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  was  against  the  bill,  and  Mr, 
Nicholas  defended  it 

Mr.  Tract  inquired  what  right  this  person  bad 
to  claim  the  debts  due  to  a  gentleman  deceased) 
Was  he  administrator  or  executor?  had  be  any 
more  right  than  Mr.  Tract,  or  any  body  else,  \o 
seek  this  money. 

Mr.  Christie  replied,  that  Mr.  Tobias  Rndoipb 
was  brother  to  tho  deceased,  and  legally  authorized 
to  claim  debts  due  him. 
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Mr.  Vans  Mcbray  was  iq  favor  of  the  bill,  with 

modification. 

Mr.  MosrrooMERT  was  entirely  against  the  de- 
land. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  thought  that  the  people  of  this 
ountrj  never  could  be  safe  against  claims,  if 
bose  of  the  present  kind  were  admitted.  It  might 
te  hard  on  this  representative  of  Major  Rudolph, 
ut  it  would  be  harder  on  the  public  at  large,  if 
tiis  bill  were  to  pass.  A  door  will  thus  be  opened 
0  advance  frauds  on  the  Treasury  faster  than  any 
legislature  can  vote  money  to  supply  them.  Is  it 
roper  to  pay  money  on  the  evidence  of  a  certifi- 
ate  from  certain  military  ofiBcers,  that  fourteen 
ean;  ago  money  was  advanced  by  Major  Rudolph? 
low  could  these  gentlemen  know  that  the  Major 
lad  not  previously  been  furnished  with  it  ?  It  was 
mproper  to  urge  the  characters  of  the  gentlemen 
lere  introduced  as  witnesses.  They  were  no  doubt 
lighly  respectable,  but  this  instance  might  serve 
IS  a  precedent  for  different  characters.  We  must 
lot  yi.ld  to  individual  feelings,  but  adhere  to  gene- 
al  principles. 

Mr.  Christie  had  seen  claims  admitted  which 
lad  not  half  the  evidence  that  there  is  in  this  case, 
rhere  could  be  no  better  evidence  than  was  here 
troduced.  It  had  been  alleged  that  there  never  was 
ny  case  like  this  formerly  before  the  House.  The 
Kssertion  was  not  true.  It  was  not  a  fact  that  the 
ase  was  unprecedented.  He  defied  the  member 
rho  spoke  last,  [Mr.  Sedgwick,]  with  all  bis  in- 
^nuity,  to  devise  better  evidence  than  that  which 
ud  been  here  brought  He  said  there  had  been 
more  time  spent  upon  this  question  than  the  worth 
)f  the  whole  sum.  He  did  not  wish  to  detain  the 
Dommittee.  To  put  an  end  to  the  dispute,  he 
ihould  move  at  once  for  the  Committee  to  rise 
md  the  Chairman  to  report  progress.  This  was 
igreed  to  and  done  accordingly;  but  when  leave 
ras  asked  to  sit  again,  the  House  refused,  and  the 
aise  was  &t  last  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

CLAIM  OP  STEPHEN  SAYRE. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
W^bole  House  be  discharged  from  further  conside- 
ration of  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on 
the  memorial  of  Stephen  Sayre.  The  resolution 
passed  in  the  affirmative.  It  was  next  moved  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  which  was  ne- 
jaiived — ^yeas  34,  nays  46. 

It  was  then  moved  and  agreed  to  read  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  cl^m  of  Mr. 
Sayre,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Mr.  BouoiNOT  observed,  that  he  was  called 
upon  to  give  his  assent  to  a  report  of  the  special 
committee,  for  paying  out  of  the  Treasury  a  large 
sum  of  money,  which  he  could  not  consistently 
do  without  examining  into  the  facts,  as  they  ap- 
peared from  the  vouchers  on  the  table.  Mr. 
Say  re's  account  amounted  to  upwards  of  £4,000 
sterling— a  sum  which, would  certainly  justify  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  nature  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  demand.  It  is  founded  on  an 
appointment  (bj  our  Commissioners  in  Europe) 
of  Mr.  Sayre  in  1777,  as  SecreUry  to  Mr.  Arthur 


Lee,  then  a  Commissioner  to  the  Court  of  Berlin. 
Mr.  Savre  states  that  Mr.  Lee  staid  at  Berlin 
about  five  weeks,  but  that  he  himself  remained 
five  months.  That  in  1778,  he  went  to  other 
Cour^  in  Europe  at  the  request  of  the  Commifi- 
sioners,  &c.,  for  which  he  charges  a  salary  at  the 
rate  of  £1,000  sterling  per  annum.  In  May,  1777, 
he  received  2,000  livres  from  Mr.  Lee,  which  he 
credits  in  his  account  It  does  not  appear  that  any 
application  was  made  for  this  balance  to  the  Com- 
missioners in  Europe;  but  in  April,  1785,  the  Se- 
cretary of  Foreign  Affairs  reports  to  Congress  on 
A  petition  presented  by  Mr.  Sayre,  claiming  the 
balance  of  his  account ;  and  after  stating  the  alle- 
gations of  Mr.  Sayre,  declares  his  opinion  that 
Mr.  S.  is  entitled  to  a  reasonable  compensation 
for  his  services,  but  that  a  copy  of  the  report 
should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Frankliii  and  Mr.  Lee,  and 
that  they  should  be  requested  to  inform  Congress 
in  what  manner  and  capacity,  and  on  what  terms, 
Mr.  S.  had  been  employed.  Mr.  Lee  was  a  dele- 
gate in  Congress,  as  appears  from  the  Journals, 
from  January  1783,  till  April,  1784,  when  he  was 
appointed  a  Commissioner  for  Indian  Affairs,  to 
hold  the  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix;  this  Treaty  is 
dated  October,  1784.  In  August,  1785,  Mr.  Lee 
was  chosen  one  of  the  Board  of  Treasury,  (whose 
duty  it  became  to  report  on  all  demands  against 
the  United  States,)  and  continued  in  that  office  till 
1789.  Dr.  Frakklin  arrived  in  America  some- 
time about  the  year  1785  or  1786.  In  1788,  Mr. 
Sayre  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  and  it  was  not  till 
1785  that  he  petitioned  Congress,  though  Mr.  Lee 
was  a  great  part  of  that  time  one  of  that  body.  It 
does  not  appear  that  any  application  was  made 
either  to  Mr.  Franklin  or  Mr.  Lee,  under  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  but  in 
December,  1786,  application  was  made  by  Mr. 
Sayre  to  Silas  Deane,  in  England,  who  gave  him 
a  certificate  of  his  appointment,  a  man  whose  en- 
mity to  the  United  States  had  placed  him  in  a 
state  of  banishment  from  this  country.  Among 
other  services  also  stated  by  Mr.  Sayre,  is  his  agen- 
cy in  bringing  about  the  armed  neutrality  during 
the  late  war. 

Mr.  B.  then  reminded  the  Committee  of  the 
danger  there  was  in  determining  on  the  state  of 
facts  of  such  long  standing.  That  as  to  the  armed 
neutrality,  Mr.  B.  appealed  to  the  historical  know- 
ledge of  most  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee, 
if  this  fact  was  possible  ?  This  extraordinary  mea- 
sure, it  was  well  known,  took  its  rise  from  the 
state  of  parties  in  the  Court  of  Russia.  One  of 
the  Secretaries  of  State,  with  the  British  Minis- 
ter on  one  side,  and  the  other*  Secretary  on  the 
other ;  and  so  secret  was  this  transaction,  that  the 
first  news  the  British  Minister  received  of  its  ex- 
istence, was  from  the  announcing  of  it  to  his  own 
Court.  The  next  fact  in  which  Mr.  Sayre  is  mis- 
taken, is  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  to  a  Commis- 
sioner. By  the  resolution  of  the  foimcr  Congress, 
upon  the  Journals  of  1780,  (in  his  hands,)  this  sa- 
lary is  declared  to  be  but  £800  sterling  per  an- 
num. Yesterday  Mr.  B.  said  he  bad  suggested 
from  his  memory  a  slight  remembrance  of  some 
charge  of  Mr.  Lee  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
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counts  for  the  salary  of  his  Secretary ;  and  lest 
any  one  might  i  e  injured  by  his  memory  failing 
him,  he  had  sent  to  the  office  for  the  copy  of  Mr. 
Lee's  account,  which  he  had  before  him,  and  stood 
thus:  Compensation  for  services  as  Commissioner, 
from  1776  to  1778,  at  £500  sterling  per  annum, 
£1,688  17s.  9d.  sterling.  Secretary's  salary  from 
25ih  March,  1778,  to  25th  March  1780,  at  £300 
sterling  per  annum,  is  £600.  By  this  account  the 
salary  of  £300  is  confirmed ;  and  that  he  who  was 
the  principal  had  but  £500,  from  whence  the  im- 
propriety of  his  Secretary  having  £1000  must 
fully  appear.  It  also  appears,  that  he  charged  his 
Secretary's  salary  from  March,  1778,  which  leads  to 
the  presumption  that  before  this  it  had  been  settled. 
This  presumption  is  strengthened  by  its  appear- 
ing that  Mr.  S.  had  received  2,000  livres,  which 
is  about  full  pay  for  the  three  months  and  a  half, 
at  £300  per  annum ;  and  by  the  Committee's  Re- 
port, it  is  not  pretended  that  Mr.  S.  was  more 
than  four  months  on  this  mission.  Mr.  B.  ac- 
knowledged that  both  the  present  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  select  committee  report  the  salary 
as  having  been  at  the  rate  of  £1,000  sterling  per 
annum.  But  they  have  been  led  to  this  mistake 
by  taking  up  the  salaries  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  France. 
But  it  is  extraordinary  that  the  difference  did  not 
strike  them.  At  the  Court  of  France  the  Minis- 
ter was  acknowledged,  and  lived  in  the  manner  of 
other  Ministers  representing  the  sovereignty  of 
their  Nation,  in  which  expenses  their  Secretary 
was  in  some  measure  involved;  and  accordingly 
the  Minister  was  allowed  £2,600  sterling  per  an- 
num, and  the  Secretary  £1,000.  But  in  the  pre- 
sent case  the  Commissioner,  time  incognita,  was  not 
acknowledged,  and  received  himself  but  £500,  and 
his  Secretary  £300. 

From  this  view  of  the  matter,  Mr.  B.  conceived 
the  application  stood  precisely  in  the  same  terms 
it  did  when  Mr.  Jay  reported  on  it  to  Congress  in 
1786,  that  is,  as  unsupported  by  sufficient  proof. 
The  certificate  from  Mr.  Deane,  adding  no  weight 
in  the  scale  of  evidence,  and  even  if  valid,  goes  no 
further  than  to  the  appointment,  which  no  one 
doubts ;  but  is  silent  as  to  the  terms  or  what  com- 
pensation had  been  made.  For  these  reasons  Mr. 
B.  said  he  must  give  his  negative  to  the  resolution 
before  the  Committee,  if  supported  only  by  the 
facts  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee.     Whereupon, 

The  first  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

"Jiesolved,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury be  directed  to  audit  and  fiettle  the  account  of  Ste- 
p>lien  Sayre,  as  Secretary  to  the  Legation  of  the  Ame- 
rican Commission  at  Berlin  ;  and  that  they  allow  him 
seven  months'  pay  at  tire  rate  of  one  thousand  pounds 
sterling  per  annum,  with  interest  thereon  till  paid :" 

was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  second  resolution  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee, in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

•*  JUtolvfd,  That  Stephen  Sayre,  late  Secretary  to  Ar- 


thur Lee,  one  of  the  Commissioners  from  the  United 

States  at  Berlin,<  be  allowed  the  sum  of dolUin, 

for  extra  services  rendered  the  United  States  Fubi«- 
quent  to  the  departure  of  Arthur  Lee  from  the  Ooart 
of  Berlin  :*' 

was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to 
by  the  House. 

PENNSYLVANIA  INSURGENTS. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded  that  the  House 
should  go  into  a  Committee,  on  the  report  of  the 
select  committee,  on  that  part  of  the  PaEsmEKTs 
Speech  which  recommended  compensation  to  the 
sufferers  by  the  insurgents  in  the  Western  coun- 
ties. The  House  accordingly  went  into  a  Com* 
mittec;  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Chair,  and  the  report  was 
read. 

In  the  clause  for  making  compensation  to  ofS- 
cers  of  Government,  and  other  citizens,  Mr.  NV 
cnoLAS  was  for  striking  out  the  three  last  words, 
and  restricting  indemnification  to  the  officers  of 
Government,  as  the  additional  words  would  make 
room  for  a  set  of  claims  which  never  could  be  sa- 
tisfied or  put  to  an  end.  It  is  now  a.<«:ertaint'd 
that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  four  West- 
ern counties  have  always  been  in  favor  of  Govern- 
ment ;  but,  since  it  is  so,  they  ought  to  hare  sup- 
pressed the  insurrection,  and  saved  the  expense  of 
sending  an  army  into  that  country.  But  as  tber 
did  not  do  so,  Mr.  N.  did  not  see  what  claim  thej 
had  for  compensation  any  more  than  the  suff<;r?rj 
in  the  war  with  Britain. 

Mr.  FiNDLBY  thought  that  sound  policy  required 
an  indemnification  to  the  sufferers. 

Mr.  UiLLHousB  was  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  as  it  stood.  The  whole  affair  was  but 
a  trifle.  He  understood  that  the  damages  done  bj 
the  rioters  did  not  altogether  exceed  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars ;  and  that  three-fourths  of  this  sum 
was  for  losses  sustained  by  officers  of  the  revenue. 
The  rest  of  the  account  was  for  persons  who  had 
fought  in  defence  of  the  oflBccrs,  or  who  had  lodged 
and  protected  them.  Ho  observed  thvt  the  vhoie 
of  the  select  committee  were  of  one  mind  upon  the 
subject,  and  agreed  in  considering  the  other  citi- 
zeuH  as  equally  entitled  to  indemnification  with  the 
ofiBcers  themselves. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  still  against  the  resolutions  as 
originally  worded.  He  did  not  see  any|proof  of  ex- 
traordinary attachment  on  the  part  of  the  claimant^ 
nor  any  peculiar  call  on  the  justice  of  the  House  in 
this  particular  case. 

Mr.  W.  Sm [Tn  said,  that  one  man  had  his  whole 
property  burned  for  having,  at  the  hazard  of  his 
life,  assisted  in  attempting  to  defend  the  houiw  of 
the  Inspector  General.  A  second  received  the 
same  treatment  for  having  lodged  an  excise  officer ; 
and  a  third,  because  he  had  antecedently  been  one 
himself,  though  he  had  quitted  his  employment 
before  the  riots  began.  Mr.  S.  urged  that  these 
were  certainly  peculiar  and  pressing  cases,  and  that 
it  would  be  highly  impolitic  not  to  protect  such 
people. 

Mr.  Gilbert  hoped  that  there  would  be  no  discri- 
mination, but  that  all  the  sufferers  would  be  alike 
reimbursed. 
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Mr.  BovDiNOT  proposed  a  kind  of  coropromiBe 
iweexx  the  original  resolution  and  the  amend- 
■nt  by  Mr.  Nicholas.  He  proposed  that  the 
luse  should  read  thus:  "officers  of  the  revenue, 
d  other  citizens  aiding  and  assisting  them.*'  He 
IS  willing  to  indemnify  persons  who  had  ac- 
ally  suffered  in  defence  of  Government,  but  not 
her  persons  who  might  accidentally  have  been 
jured  by  the  rioters. 

Mr.  Daiton  was  of  opinion  that  some  restric- 
m  of  this  sort  was  necessary.  Citizens  were  in 
ity  bound  to  support  Government,  but  the  latter 
as  not  in  all  cases  bound  to  indemnify  their 
sses.  Liet  any  person  go  through  any  part  of  the 
>untry  wherever  British  soldiers  had  marched, 
\d  he  would  find  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
r  people  whose  property  had  been  utterly  destroyed 
V  the  wanton  barbarity  of  these  troops.  Go  to 
nother  part  of  the  country  and  you  will  find  peo- 
le  who  suffered  very  considerably  by  the  Ame- 
ican  soldiers,  when  Government  did  not  give 
tiem  an  ounce  of  bread  for  pounds  that  they 
bould  have  bad.  It  was  not  possible  to  make 
ftlis£au:tion  to  all  these  people. 

&(r.  Sedgwick  said  it  was  extremely  disagree- 
ble  to  attempt  detaining  the  Committee  with  this 
ubject,  to  which  they  discovered  such  general  in- 
Uention,  that  he  did  not  know  if  it  had  ever  been 
quailed  in  any  popular  assembly  before.  He 
(gain  adverted  to  an  argument  which  he  bad  used 
Ml  a  former  day,  viz :  that  when  a  private  person, 
it  the  risk  of  bis  property  and  his  life  comes  for- 
rard  to  support  the  execution  of  the  laws,  his  ser- 
rice  was  much  more  meritorious,  and  demon- 
strated a  much  greater  degree  of  patriotism  than 
that  of  a  revenue  officer  who  was  paid  for  his 
Bhare  of  the  business.  He  inferred  that  the  suf- 
ferers by  the  Western  rioters  should  all  be  equally 
indemnified. 

Mr.  iiiLLHOUSB  repeated  some  of  his  former  rea- 
sons for  wishing  to  discharge  the  whole  claims.  He 
was  therefore  against  the  qualified  amendment  of 

lir.  BOUDIKOT. 

Mr.  Swift  was  against  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
BocDiNOT,  because  he  was  against  giving  at  pre- 
sent any  thing  at  all.     He  would  suffer  the  per- 
sons who  have  sustained  injury  from  these  rioters 
and  trespassers  to  prosecute  them  at  law.    If  they 
cannot  get  any  retribution  in  that  way,  then,  and 
not  sooner,  you  may  begin  to  consider  upon  the 
propriety  of  giving  any  compensation  ;  but  till  the 
parties  aggrieved  have  done  their  utmost  in  that 
way,  he  would  have  no  steps  whatever  taken  of 
the  nature  proposed.    It  had  been  alleged  that  the 
House  might  advance  money  in  the  meantime  to 
the  sufferers,  and  leave  them    to    their  actions 
against  the  rioters.    But  if  you  pay  a  man  for  his 
damages,  what  security  is  there  that  he  will  fol- 
low up  his  suit ;  or  is  it  not  evident  that  such  pre- 
'vious  compensation  will  greatly  damp  bis  ardor  f 
Mr.  S.  said,  that  if  previous  notice  were  given  of 
Government  being  ready  to  pay  the  damages,  in 
cass  they  could  not  be  recovered  before  a  court  of 
law,  there  certainly  never  would  be  found  a  jury 
^  bring  in  a, verdict  against  a  private  person.     For 

this  reason  Mr.  S.  was  entirely  against  the  resolu- 


tion at  this  time.  What  he  might  do  hereafter, 
he  would  not  say.  There  was  only  one  case 
wherein  he  could  be  induced  to  advance  money. 
If  any  of  these  persons  could  prove  that  they 
had  been  reduced  by  the  rioters  to  such  poverty 
that  they  were  unable  to  prosecute  their  claims  in 
a  court  of  law,  it  might  then  perhaps  be  expedient 
to  advance  for  them  the  expenses  of  the  suiL  But 
the  interposition  of  the  House  at  this  period  would 
affect  the  claims  very  greatly,  and  thus  confer  on 
the  rioters  themselves  a  favor  which  Mr.  S.  was 
very  unwilling  to  bestow,  as  he  would  wish  them 
prosecuted  to  the  utmost  Before  the  meeting  of 
next  Congress,  it  might  be  ascertained  what  could 
be  made  of  these  prosecutions,  and  then,  and  not 
till  then,  Mr.  S.  would  think  it  proper  to  enter  on 
the  discussion  suggested  by  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect committee. 

Mr.  Dexter  drew  a  distinction  between  persona 
suffering  by  an  open  enemy,  whose  approaches 
they  could  not  avoid,  and  those  who  suffer  volun- 
tarily. The  claim  for  compensation  was  complete, 
and  we  should  do  the  parties  injustice  if  they  did 
not  receive  full  satisfaction. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  withdrew  his  amendment,  under 
the  idea  that  the  particular  cases  would  hereafler 
come  before  the  House.  The  question  therefore 
reverted  to  its  former  shape,  shall  the  words  **  and 
other  citizens"  be  struck  out 

Mr.  Dayton,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Dbxtbr,  con- 
sidered the  Government  of  the  United  States  as 
'more  iustly  bound  to  make  reparation  to  the  peo- 
ple who  suffered  by  the  robberies  and  conflagra- 
tions perpetrated  by  British  soldiers  than  to  com- 
pensate the  sufferers  in  the  four  Western  coun- 
ties ;  for  those  whose  bouses  were  burned,  and 
whose  property  was  destroyed  by  the  British,  had 
no  quarter  to  which  they  could  look  for  relief  ex- 
cept to  their  own  Government  The  people  to  the 
Westward,  on  the  contrary,  had  it  in  their  power 
to  prosecute  the  rioters,  who  were  well  able  to 
pay  them.  Mr.  Dextbh  had  said  that  the  losses 
of  the  persons  ruined  by  the  British  were  upon  re- 
cord. Perhaps,  said  Mr.  Dayton,  they  will  always 
be  on  record ;  but  nobody  supposes  that  we  shall 
ever  indemnify  these  losses.  He  thought  it  pru- 
dent for  the  present  to  restrict  relief  to  the  officers 
of  Government  alone. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  put,  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Nicholas  to  the  first  resolu- 
tion in  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  when 
Mr.  Scott  rose.  He  said,  that  if  there  had  been 
a  proposal  devised  to  weaken  the  hands  of  Go- 
vernment in  the  four  Western  counties,  there  was 
no  one  thing  which  could  have  effected  that  point 
so  completely  as  the  striking  out  of  these  three 
words,  **  and  other  citizens.*'  If  gentlemen  would 
only  reflect  for  a  moment,  he  would  ask  them  how 
they  thought  it  possible  that  any  civil  officer,  after 
the  adoption  of  such  an  amendment,  would  ever 
be  able  to  raise  a  posse  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try ?  Who  would  hereafter  venture  to  defend  the 
life  of  an  excise  officer,  when  the  world  has  been 
tol^,  that  individuals  do  it  at  their  own  hazard, 
and  cannot  look  to  Government  for  any  compen- 
sation ?    Who  will  hereafter  admit  an  excise  offi^^ 
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cer  into  his  house,  if  that  house  may,  with  im- 
punityf  be  burned  about  his  ears?  As  soon  as  this 
amendnoent  has  gone  abroad,  everybody,  instead 
of  assisting  the  officers  of  the  revenue  will  strive 
to  keep  out  of  their  way,  and  have  nothing  to  do 
with  them.  If  there  never  had  been  anything 
said  about  making  a  compensation  to  other  citi- 
zens, perhaps  there  might  have  been  little  harm, 
or  at  least  there  would  have  been  much  less  harm 
by  forbearing  to  give  them  relief.  But  when  the 
subject  has  been  fairly  brought  forward  by  the 
President  in  his  Speech,  and  when  it  had  been 
debated  at  full  length  in  this  House,  when  so  much 
notice  had  been  attracted,  and  so  many  hopes  have 
been  thrown  out,  to  give,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  a 
direct  negative,  would  be  the  most  impolitic  step 
that  could  possibly  be  thought  of. 

The  Committee  then  agreed  to  reject  the  amend- 
ment, and  divided  on  the  first  resolution  as  it  origi- 
nally stood  in  the  report  of  the  select  committee — 
yeas  46,  nays  37. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  put  for  enabling 

the  President  to  draw  the  sum  of dollars 

for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers — ^yeas  41,  nays  87. 

Mr.  SiirrH  then  said,  that  seventeen  thousand 
dollars  had  been  mentioned  in  the  Committee  as 
sufficient  to  pay  the  whole  damages.  He  proposed 
to  fill  up  the  blank  with  eight  or  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, on  account,  till  they  should  see  what  was  to 
be  the  final  amount  of  the  claims. 

Mr.  HiLLuousE  and  Mr.  RrrrERA  both  objected 
to  this  proposal.  The  Committee  rose.  The  Uhair- 
man  reported  that  the  Committee  had  agreed  to 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  without  any 
amendment  The  House  were  about  to  take  up 
the  report,  when  Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  that  he  was 
really  concerned  at  thinking  that  there  could  have 
been  any  division  at  all  about  such  a  thing.  He 
still  hoped  that  a  measure  might  be  adopted  which 
would  produce  unanimity  on  the  subject,  and 
would  have  a  much  better  effect  than  such  a  di- 
vision. 

The  bill  appropriating  one  million  one  hundred 
and  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  dollars  and  one  cent  for  the  expenses  of  the 
militia  in  the  Western  expedition,  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 


Wkdnesdat,  December  17. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Repreeentativee : 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  the  Journal  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  South  of  the  river  Ohio, 
to  the  first  of  September,  1794. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

United  States,  J)eeember  17, 1794. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  aocompanying  certain 


despatches  from  Major  General  Wayne,  dated  (be 
seventeenth  of  October  and  twelfth  of  NovemSer, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-foar; 
which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Corr  fi-om  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  expediency  of  makin;  ^*ij 
further  alterations  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
relative  to  the  cession  of  the  jurisdiction,  by  par- 
ticular States,  in  lands  where  are  established,  or 
may,  by  law,  be  directed  to  be  built  and  estab* 
lished,  light-houses,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  maJe 
a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  order^  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

TAYLOR  AND  HARVEY'S  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Parker  moved  that  the  House  should  ?o 
into  a  Committee  on  the  petition  and  report  of  tii€ 
select  committee  in  the  case  of  Isaac  Taylor  and 
John  Harvey.  This  was  done  accordingly,  Mr. 
Cobb  in  the  Chair. 

The  substance  of  the  petition  was  to  remit  iht 
duties  on  certain  goods  which  had  been  destroyed 
by  fire. 

Mr  Goodhue  objected  to  the  principle  on  which 
the  application  went  There  never  would  be  an 
end  of  such  things.  A  fire  happened  lately  at 
Boston,  which  destroyed  perhaps  ten  thousand  or 
twenty  thousand  pounds  worth  of  commodities 
that  had  paid  duties.  What  kind  of  business 
would  it  be  if  all  these  persons  were  to  come  for- 
ward and  make  a  demand  of  compensation  for 
their  duties  paid  on  the  articles  thus  consumed  or 
lost,  if  a  gallon  of  rum  is  worth,  say,  a  dollar,  and 
of  this  thirty  cents  is  paid  in  duties  f  When  the 
dealer  has  his  cask  of  rum  lodged  in  his  store, 
that  part  of  the  price  of  the  rum  paid  to  the  re- 
venue is  as  much  his  property,  he  is  as  much 
richer  by  the  possession  of  this  rum  as  he  would 
be  by  having  an  advance  of  money  to  the  sunt 
amount  The  inference  of  the  member  was  that 
in  case  of  an  accident  by  fire  or  otherwise  the  Le- 
gislature had  no  call  to  interfere.  It  was,  in  (act 
making  the  sufferer  a  present  of  so  much  monej, 
and  the  House  had  no  business  to  do  any  such 
thing.  Claims  of  this  kind  never  would  have  a 
conclusion. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMONs  considered  it  as  an  act  of  io- 
justice  to  our  constituents  to  waste  time  upon  such 
trifiing  matters.  The  House  would  spend  half  i 
day  in  debating  about  an  affair  of  two  or  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  sometimes  of  only  forty  or  fift^- 
Mr.  F.  declared  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  woald 
rather  pay  his  share  of  the  sum  demanded  than  see 
the  time  of  the  House  squandered  on  such  trifles. 
They  never  would  be  got  through.  The  more 
grants,  the  more  petitions. 

Mr.  Parker  differed  entirely  from  the  member 
last  up.  He,  for  himself,  had  no  interest  in  thL< 
case.  The  parties  were  no  particular  connexions  of 
his ;  but  he  happened  to  be  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  their  petition  was  referred,  and  be 
wished  to  see  them  have  the  same  justice  with  other 
petitioners  to  that  House.  He  differed  from  the 
member  who  had  just  sat  down  [Mr.  Frrzsnioits] 
in  this  respect,  that,  whether  the  sum  claimed  in 
the  petition  was  two  hundred  dollars  or  two  thoa- 
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m],  still  the  extent  of  the  demand  made  no  dif- 
ence.  If  the  ffronnd  was  just,  it  was  in  both 
(esi  alike  their  duty  to  give  proper  redress.  The 
Allnesft  of  the  demand  was  no  solid  reason  for 
'uftinjr  or  neglecting  it 

Mr.  W.  Smitb  objected,  not  to  the  giving  relief 
this  particalar  case,  but  to  the  principle  of  af- 
tiing  it  in  any  case  of  this  nature.  As  soon  as 
s  present  bosiness  should  be  disposed  of,  he 
>ald  lay  on  the  table  a  resolution  for  considering 
is  practice. 

To  that  Mr.  Parses  said  he  had  no  objection : 
ily  let  the  present  petition  be  in  the  mean  time 
$ated  as  others  of  the  like  hatare  had  been. 
The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress, 
it  leave  to  sit  again  waa  refused. 

EXTRA  CLERKS. 

Mr.  FrrzsiHONS  then  observed  that  there  had 
!en  frequent  applications  to  the  House  for  sala- 
ea  and  compensations  to  extra  clerks,  and  he  un- 
irstood  that  they  would  have  something  of  that 
ind  during  the  present  session  from  the  Loan 
ffice.  To  prevent  their  being  harrassed  in  this 
ay  hereafter,  he  moved  the  following  resolution, 
z:  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
to  the  establishment  of  clerks  in  the  several  De- 
irtments,  and  to  report  a  plan  for  the  number 
ermanently  to  be  employed  in  each,  and  their 
DmpensatioD. 

A  committee  of  five  members  was  appointed 
Mordingly,  to  wit:  Mr.  Fitzsihons,  Mr.  Ltman, 
[r.  Sherbitbke,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  New. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  next  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution 
bat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  and  re- 
lort  on  the  policy  of  remitting  the  duties  on  goods, 
nirea,  and  merchandise,  where  such  goods,  wares, 
i)d  merchandise,  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  or 
•ther  Accidents. 

There  was  then  read  a  Message  from  the  Pbe- 
ODENT,  which  had  been  delivered  a  little  before,  and 
I  journal  transmitted  along  with  it,  from  William 
Sloant,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Southwest  of  the  Ohio. 

PENNSYLVANIA  INSURGENTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
Mft  of  the  select  committee  on  that  part  of  the 
pREsmEHT's  Speech  respecting  compensation  to 
the  sufferers  by  insurgents  in  the  Western  connties 
in  Pennsylvania.  When  the  first  of  the  two 
resolutions  in  the  report  was  read,  Mr.  Swift 
Dbjected  to  the  granting  of  immediate  indemnifica- 
tioUf  on  much  the  same  ground  as  he  adopted  yes- 
terday in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  in- 
quired how  a  person,  with  a  compensation  from 
that  House  in  his  pocket,  could  appear  in  a  Court 
of  Jnstkse  to  prosecute  a  rioter  for  damages,  when 
the  Judge,  the  jurors,  and  every  one  in  Court  knew 
be  had  been  indemnified?  He  enlarged,  at  some 
length,  on  the  great  pity  that  it  would  l^  to  let  those 
rioters  and  rebels  escape  so;  and,  after  they  had 
eost  Government  above  a  million  of  dollars,  that 
they  should  not  be  obliged  to  pay  these  sixteen  or 
twenty  thpasand. 

Mr.  Lyxan  hoped  that  the  House  would  give  the 
inoney,  and  have  done  with  the  busiDeas. 


Mr.   Nicholas. — The  more   he  considered  this 
question,  he  was  the  more    convinced    that  the 
House   are  involving    themselves    in    embarrass- 
ment   Are  you  not  told   (said   he,  alluding  to 
what  had  been  urged  by  Mr.  Swift)  that,  by  pay*    , 
ing  these  claims  in  the  first  instance,  you  are  cut- 
ting th|)  sinews  of  civil  process  ?     In  any  future 
commotion  of  this  kind  a  person  who  has  lodged 
an  exciseman  may  have  his  house  burnt  from  pri- 
vate spite  against  him,  and  not  because  he  inter- 
fered in  favor  of  a  revenue  officer.    Then  you  are 
bound,  by  this  precedent,  to  indemnify  him ;  and 
how  can  you  distinguish  what  was  the  real  motive 
to  that  outrage  ?    He  believed  it  impossible  ever 
to  bring  Government  to  such  a  state  of  perfection 
as  that  all  losses  suffered  in  defence  of  it  should 
be  indemnified  at  its  charge.    Where  is  the  differ- 
ence between  this  case  and  that  of  indemnifying 
the  losses  at  sea  by  the  British  %    Yet  that  pro- 
posal was  rejected.     Where  is  the  gentleman  who 
will  say  that  he  believes  people  will  put  them- 
selves to  the  trouble  of  prosecuting,  when  they 
know  that  the  money,  if  recovered,  must  go  into 
j^our  pockets  again  ?    Let  us  put  the  case,  that  a 
jury  in  the  Western  counties,  where  these  points 
must  be  tried,  shall  find  any  of  these  people  enti- 
tled to  less  than  what  you  have  bestowed  upon 
themt    Can  you  then  recover  the  money  back 
again!    It  is  said  that  this  resolution  embraces 
but  a  few  instances,  and  these  of  the  most  meri- 
torious kind ;  but,  in  reality,  tt  includes  all  cttizena 
who  have  suffered.    What  will  this  comprehend, 
or,  rather,  what  will   it  not  comprehend  t     He 
supposed  that  the  design  was  that  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Pbesident  for  that  effect 
should  be  sent  into  the  Western  counties  to  ascer- 
tain the  damages.    Mr.  N.  concluded  by  declaring 
that  nothing  which  he  had  heard  could  induce 
him  to  go  to  the  extent  proposed ;  and,  by  giving 
money  at  present,  the  prosecutions  would  all  come 
to  nothing. 

Mr.  Murray  hoped  the  first  resolution  would 
succeed.  He  really  thought  that  the  reasoning  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Nicholas]  would 
extend  to  the  exclusion  of  General  Neville. 

Mr.  Madisoh  remarked,  that  great  respect  was 
due  to  this  proposition,  both  on  account  of  the  in- 
teresting occasion  that  produced  it,  and  of  the 
quarter  from  whence  it  came.  But  the  more  he 
revolved  the  subject  in  his  mind,  the  more  he  was 
convinced  that  great  circumspection  was  requi- 
site, and  that  the  House,  for  many  reasons,  ought 
to  take  as  much  time  in  deliberating  upon  what 
they  ought  to  do  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  will 
admit.  He  recommended  the  proposal  of  some 
gentlemen  to  let  the  affair  lie  over  to  next  session. 
It  is  no  doubt  proper  to  encourage  a  spirit  for 
suppressing  insurrections,  and  this  measure  is  cer- 
tainly calculated  to  promote  that  spirit  But,  in 
his  judgment,  Mr.  M.  feared  that  it  would  like- 
wise encourage  insurrections.  A  great  body  'of 
people  were  commonly  engaged  in  such  disturb- 
ances who  were  not  worth  hanging,  and  to  whom 
an  established  Government  usually  held  out  an 
amnestv.  By  this  means  great  multitudes  came 
in,  and  received  pardon  before  the  operations  of 
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chastitteinent  began.  The  mob,  therefore,  would 
in  this  case  reason  thaa:  As  a  crowd,  we  have  a 
good  chance  to  escape  the  gnllow^  Let  us  then 
plunder  as  fast  as  possible,  because  Government 
will  disburse  tlie  loss,  and  we  shall  not  be  forced 
to  disgorge  our  booty.  Mr.  M.  thought  that  spe- 
culations of  this  kind  miorht  be  entertained  by 
future  insurgents,  if  the  House  were  instiintly  to 
vote  a  complete  indemnification  to  the  sufferers. 
Mr.  M.  held  the  highest  respect  for  the  arguments 
and  feelings  of  gentlemen  who  espoused  the  other 
side  of  the  question.  What  he  himself  had  just 
now  suggested,  he  did  not  regard  as  decisive  con- 
siderations, but  yet  as  considerations  of  weight 
His  own  impression  was  to  let  the  matter  lie  over 
till  the  next  session,  and  then  those  who  had  done 
their  best  in  prosecuting  would  come  forward  to 
that  House  to  claim  compensation  under  the  most 
auspicious  circumstances,  and  all  which  they 'shall 
have  recovered  will  be  saved  to  the  State. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  differed  in  8on>e  degree  from  the 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  He  was  for  doing 
something  at  present,  though  not  so  much  as  was 
implied  in  the  first  resolution.  He  recapitulated 
the  danger  that  would  arise  from  slackening  the 
<'fforts  of  people  to  prosecute  the  rioters.  He  en- 
tirely dissented  from  the  principle  laid  down  by 
some  gentlemen,  that  Government  was  in  all 
eases  bound  to  indemnify  the  losses  sustained  by 
its  citizens  from  foreign  or  domestic  outrage.  In 
tlie  war  with  Britain  there  were  great  numbers  of 
people  who  chose  rather  to  fight  it  out  to  the  I  ist, 
aind  permit  their  houses  to  be  burned  by  the  Bri- 
tish  troops,  than  accept  of  terms  which  they  might 
have  obUiined.  Mr.  B.  again  proposed  the  amend- 
ment which  he  laid  yesterday  before  the  Commits 
tee,  viz :  that  after  the  words  **  and  other  citizens," 
there  should  be  inserted,  **  personally  aiding  and 
assisting  them."  This  he  thought  sufiBcient  in  the 
moan  time. 

Mr.  Heath  declared  himself  against  the  reso- 
lution as  unsound  policy.  He  feared  that  it  may 
be  an  encouragement  to  future  mischief.  When 
an  officer  of  the  revenue  finds  that  he  is  to  be  so 
easily  paid — to  be  paid  a  double  value  for  the  burn- 
ing of  his  house^will  it  not  slacken  his  ardor 
in  defence  of  it?  Who  has  not  heard  of  the  re- 
bellion of  Shays,  where  a  great  deal  of  properly 
was  destroyed  ?  People  there  began  at  the  right 
end  of  the  business.  Law  suits  were  commenced 
against  the  rebels,  and  damages  were  recovered. 
Pray,  would  it  not  be  a  proper  bar  to  the  recovery 
of  damages  in  a  Court  of  law  to  Kiy  Government 
has  paid  you  ?  Will  not  these  people  who  suffered 
by  the  Tories  in  the  last  war  come  next,  with  open 
mouths,  and  demand  indemnity?  We  shall  next 
have  those  citizens  who  lately  suffered  by  the  pi- 
rates of  Britain  hastening  to  demand  compensation. 
Mr.  H.  considered  this  as  the  most  importiint  ques- 
tion which  had  come  before  Congress  during  the 
present  session.  He  concluded  by  saying  that  be 
would  bear  his  testimony  against  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Cabnes  was  of  the  same  opinion.  Mr. 
Murray  had  said  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
find  a  jury  in  the  Western  counties  who  would 
give  honest  damages  ngaiust  the  rioten,  because 


almost    every    body    was    on    their    ^de,  x\A 
there   would  be   no   possibility  of  finding  a  jwrr 
who   would   pass  an  equitable  verdict,  onle&s  re- 
course was  bad  to  the  odious  and  execrable  prx** 
tice  of  packing  juries.      This  remedy  was  wone 
than  the  disease ;  and  from  this  Mr.  Murray  in- 
ferred the  futility  of  compelling  the  sufferers  to 
wait  for  the  result  of  hopeless  prosecutions,  uA 
the  propriety  of  inwDediately  paying  the  damar^es. 
Mr.    Carnes  asked    the    gentleman   whether  hn 
knowledge  as  a  lawyer  did  not  inform  him  thai 
an  upright  jury  might  be  selected  without  hsvir.^ 
recourse  to  the  infamous  expedient  of  packing! 
When  a  jury  were  chosen,  the  prosecutors  woold 
be  at  liberty  to  except  against  them ;  and  if  they 
were  either  men  of  bad  characters,  or  in  any  shape 
connected  with  the  rioters,  these  exceptions  wooid 
be  admitted,  and  this  process  would  go  on  till  a 
respectable  jury  could  be  chosen.     This  was  quite 
distinct  from  any  thing  like  packing.     He  cunai- 
dered  this  explanation  as  a  satisfactory  answer  to 
the  arguments  advanced  by  the  member  from  Ma- 
ryland; and  he  entertained  a  better  opinion  tluQ 
that  gentleman  seemed  to  possess  of  fhe  jarymea 
in  the  Western  counties.     Mr.  C.  foresaw  mai.y 
bad  consequences  that  might  possibly  flow  from 
this  alacrity   in   discharging  damages.      What  ii 
there  should  be  a  collusive  insurrection  beiwe**.. 
two  parties,  and  then,  instead  of  twenty  thoa^unJ 
dollars,  we  shall  have  to  discharge  a  bill  of   per- 
haps an  hundred  thousand,  or  twice   that  sum? 
He  considered  it  as  good  a  plea  in  bar  of  proseva- 
tions  to  say,  Government  has  paid  you.     But  if  we 
are   so  fond  of  indemnifying  people   who  suffer 
losses,  the  House  may  begin  by  satisfying  the  set- 
tlers in  the  back  part  of  Georgia,  where  the  Creeks 
within  the  last  ten  months  only  have  done  miv 
chief  to  the  extent  of  five  or  six  hundred  inousiid 
dollars.     He  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  House  de- 
posed to  indemnify  these  people,  but  it  was  wlut 
he  did  not  expect.    He  could  not  see  why  the»a 
sufforers  were  not  as  much  entitled  to  compen>a- 
tion  tts  the  others  in  the  four  Western  couniiei. 
As  to  the  Creeks,  the  State  of  Georgia  was  neiiiier 
at  war  nor  peace  with  them.    Peace  it  was  called, 
but  in  the  mean  time  the  savages  were  coaimit- 
ting  incesftsant  murders.    Reverting  to  the  que:>- 
tion  before  the  House,  Mr.  C.  said,  tliat  it  would 
be  most  impolitic  to  proceed  at  present  in  the  p-iy- 
ment  of  these  losses ;  and  he  was  conviiK*ed  tnat 
the  President  himself,  when  he  made  the  refer- 
ence in  his  Speech,  did  not  intend  that  the  thing 
should  be  acted  on  immediately.    Mr.  C.  hoped 
that  thero  would  be  a  delay  for  the  pfesent  bes- 
sion.     The  best  way  to  ascertain  the  real  extent  of 
the  damages  was  to  leave  the  matter  to  Uie  deci- 
sion   of   a  jury.     When  juries   have  determined 
this  point,  then,  if  the  rebels  cannot  pay,  give  sat- 
isfaction to  the  sufferers  in  terms  of  the  verJieia. 
The  member  from  Maryland  had  said,  that  d^aa- 
ages  could  hot  be  accurately  specified  by  a  jury. 
Yes.    If  yon  pay  nothing  at  present,  but,  if  >'»" 
pay  at  present,  the  action  is  barred.    Mr.  C.  had 
not  entirely  formed  his  opinion  on  the  qaestioa  of 
compensation,  but  he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  bet- 
ter^to  make  a  delay. 
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3Ir.  Dexter,  in  reply  to  the  supposition  that 
lis  compensation  would  encourage  future  inaur- 
)ction«s  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  would  be 
le  means  of  preventing  them.  An  insurgent 
onld  say  to  himself,  **  I  might  escape  from  the 
ro.secution  of  roy  neighbor,  but,  when  the  United 
lates  assist  him,  I  cannot  stand  against  both." 
[r.  D.  conceived  that  the  meaning  of  the  resolution 
rid  been  mistaken,  and  he  placed  the  question 
I  a  light  entirely  new  and  unnoticed  by  any  for- 
ler  speaker.  Gentlemen  had  spoken  as  if  the 
.'solution  went  to  the  immediate  and  complete 
ischarge  of  the  whole  damages,  and  upon  this 
lany  arguments  had  been  founded.  This  idea 
as  an  entire  mistake,  for  the  first  resolution  went 
nly  to  ascertain  the  real  extent  of  the  damages, 
nd  did  not  pledge  the  House  to  pay  the  total 
DDoant  of  them.  He  considered  this  as  a  very 
laterial  distinction,  and  which,  in  a  great  measure, 
bviated  many  arguments  on  the  opposite  side  of 
le  question.  Mr.  D.  did  not  think,  with  the 
lember  from  Georgia,  that  the  same  rule  applied 
)  the  Soathwestern  settlers  of  that  State  and  to 
arties  in  the  present  resolution.  The  people  on 
)e  frontiers  have  ^  placed  themselves  in  a  place  of 
anger  knowingly."  The  Cfeeks  were  an  open 
nemy,  bat  the  insurgents  were  an  unexpected 
ne.  Mr.  D.  proceeded  at  great  length  to  make  a 
ihtinction  between  the  two  cases,  and  concluded 
y  Kiying  that  the  second  resolution,  which,  as  well 
s  the  first,  he  hoped  would  pass,  went  only  to  a 
smporary  relief. 

31r.  Hartley  also  placed  a  part  of  the  question 
1  quite  a  different  light  from  any  former  gentle- 
nan.  Since  he  had  been  a  member  of  that 
{oQse  he  had  found  occasion  to  rend  a  good  deal 
i  law,  and,  from  that  knowledge  of  law,  he  had, 
esterday,  in  the  Committee,  informed  the  House 
(lat  neither  Greneral  Neville  nor  any  body  else 
OQld  obtain  damages  against  the  rioters  in  a  civil 
cUon.  All  the  arguments,  therefore,  which  had 
leen  advanced  as  to  whether  equitable  damages 
ould  be  recovered  before  a  jury,  proceeded  upon 
a  error,  because  no  civil  process  whatever  would 
ie  in  the  case.  If  the  House  were  disposed  to 
oubt  his  own  opinion,  Mr.  H.  could  now  give 
hem  that  of  the  first  law  officer  in  Pennsylvania. 
>ince  yesterday  Mr.  H.  had  consulted  that  g^in- 
ieman,  who  gave  it  as  his  express  opinion  that 
he  greater  crime  absorbs  the  lesser;  that  a  cose 
i  this  kind  is  only  a  criminal  action,  and  that  no 
•«nal  damages  can  be  recovered.  The  crime  is 
table  to  a  capital  punishment;  he  did  not  mean 

0  death ;  but  to  such  a  degree  of  punishment  as 
he  offence  should  be  found  to  deserve.  Mr.  H. 
dded,  that  if  people  had  known  that  they  were  to 
)€  indemnified  for  their  losses  by  the  United  States, 

1  much  greater  number  would  have  stood  by  the 
aw  than  did  so.  It  was  not  the  fear  of  personal 
langer  which  prevented  people  from  resisting  the 
nsargents;  it  was  apprehension  of  having  their 
Mrn*  burned  down  in  the  night  time. 

Mr.  Dexter  interrupted  Mr.  Hartlet  to  in- 

I'lire  whether,  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  the  pro- 

f>**rty  of  an  insurgent  is  forfeited  for  his  crime? 

Mr.  HARTLsr  replied  that  it  was  not    Mr.  Dsx- 
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ter  then  remarked,  that  it  was  very  absurd  to  say 
to  a  man,  "  You  are  nn  insurgent ;  you  have  com- 
mitted a  great  deal  of  mischief,  but  you  are  so  very 
deep  an  offender  that  I  cannot  recover  damages." 
Mr.  Hartley  rose  again  to  give  some  further  ex- 
planation, when  the  Speaker  announced  that  he 
had  something  to  communicate  to  the  House. 
Mr.  Hartley  sat  down,  and  the  Speaker  said, 
that  he  had  received  from  the  President  some 
important  and  confidential  communications,  which  it 
was  requisite  to  read  in  the  House  this  day.  It  did 
not  appear  that  they  would  decide  on  the  first 
resolution  at  present,  and  there  was  not  now  more 
time  left  before  the  common  hour  of  rising  than 
would  be  necessary  for  reading  the  communications 
from  the  President.  The  debate  was  instantly 
deferred,  and  the  galleries  cleared. 

Thursday,  December  18. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Epaphras  Jones,  in  behalf 
of  himself,  Stephen  Gorham,  Shubal  Gorham,  and 
Charles  Selden,  made  a  report;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

PAY  OF  MILITIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  expense  of  the  Militia  lately  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Some  objections  were  made  to  the  bill.  Mr. 
FiTzsLMONS  said  that  they  were  the  most  extra- 
ordinary which  were  ever  made  in  this  House  to 
an  act  of  appropriation.  Gentlemen  had  certain- 
ly never  looked  into  the  estimates,  or  they  never 
could  have  made  them.  It  was  not  pretended  or 
supposed  that,  in  the  estimates  in  this  act,  Ihe 
sums  were  exactly  ascertained.  So  far  from  that, 
we  have,  in  this  bill,  voted  the  pay  at  three  dollars 
per  month,  whereas  the  House  itself  had  since  aug- 
mented that  pay  to  six  dollars  and  two  thirds. 
Gentlemen  need  not  be  afraid  that  any  money 
would  be  given  out  at  the  Treasury  without  a 
proper  receipt. 

One  of  the  objections  to  the  bill  was  understood 
to  be,  the  fear  lest  more  money  might  be  voted 
than  would  be  necessary,  and  that  the  United 
States  would  thus  be  losers.  The  gentleman  who 
had  made  this  remark  admitted  afterwards  that  the 
explanation  was  satisfactory. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  Chairman  report- 
ed the  bill  without  amendment  It  was  then  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Friday,  December  19. 

William  Irvine,  from  Pennsylvania,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
expense  of  the  Militia  lately  called  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  copies 
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of  the  instructions  to  the  engineers  for  erecting 
fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the  seflports  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  their  reports  there- 
upon, mode  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  8th 
instant;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to^lie. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non-commisKioned 
officers,  muMcians,  and  privates,  of  the  Militia  of 
the  United  States,  when  called  into  actual  service, 
find  for  other  purposes,"  with  several  amendments ; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  tliis 
House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Dearborn,  and  Mr. 
Dayton. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  transfer  of 
the  stock  standing  to  the  credit  of  certain  States ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Ijetter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  certain 
communications  from  the  Governor  of  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States  South  of  the  river  Ohio'; 
which  were  partly  read. 

PENNSYLVANIA  INSURGENTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  reported  on  Wednesday  last,  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of 
the  Speech  of  the  Fbesidekt  of  the  United 
States  which  relates  to  the  policy  of  indemnify- 
ing the  BufTerers  by  the  depredations  of  the  insur- 
gents in  the  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania, 
whereupon. 

The  first  resolution  being  under  consideration,  in 
the  following  words,  to  wit : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cau»e  an  ascertainment  to  be  made  of 
the  loesea  sustained  by  the  officers  of  Government  and 
other  citizens,  in  their  property,  (in  consequence  of  their 
exertions  in  support  of  the  lawi*,)  hj  the  insurgents  in 
the  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania :" 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  on  which  the 
House  had  been  debating  on  Wednesday,  was  read. 
It  was  for  the  insertion,  after  the  words  **  and  other 
citizens,"  of  the  following  addition:  ** personally 
aiding  and  assisting  them." 

Mr.  Hartley  then  rose,  and  spoke  as  follows: 
I  have  no  great  encouragement  to  speak,  when  I 
find  that  my  expressions  and  language  have  been 
totally  mistaken,  both  by  gentlemen  in  this  House 
and  by  the  person  who  frequently  reports  the  de- 
bates. On  Tuesday,  I  had  ventured  to  say,  that  I 
thought  no  great  reliance  ceuld  be  had  upon  the  in- 
dividuals injured  obtaining  aatisfaction  by  personal 
actions  against  the  insurgents ;  that  I  imagined  the 
civil  remedy  was  merged  in  the  offence  of  arson 
against  the  State,  or  perhaps  a  higher  offence ;  that, 
from  the  state  of  things,  we  could  not  promise  our- 
selves that  the  aufferen  would  be  compensated  by 
civil  suits. 


On  Wednesday,  I  mentioned  to  the  House,  tbt, 
though  there  had  been  much  discuasion,  yet.  a»  I 
conhidered  part  of  the  House  to  labor  nnder  whii 
I  held  to  be  a  mistake  with  respect  to  the  leshd 
or  law  of  the  State,  which  we  were  obligeti  t« 
take  into  view,  I  held  it  my  duty  to  obeerve,  \\a\ 
the  day  before,!  had  paid  that  I  thought  thesnuller 
offence,  that  is,  the  civil  injury,  had  been  mtrpi 
in  the  greater  against  society;*  that  the  offeDee,*o 
far  as  related  to  the  Stite,  would  be  arson,  vnidi 
had  been  a  capital  offence,  punishable  with  deaife^ 
that  the  punishment  had  been  mitigated  by  the  ahef- 
ation  of  the  penal  code,  but  stilT  it  waK  a  fe)«rT. 
I  noticed  that  I  had  formerly  read  law  a  good  deal 
with  considerable  attention,  but  since  I  had  befs 
in  Congress,  I  had  not  been  able  to  bestow  mGrli 
time  upon  it  I  said  that  formerly  certiia  prio* 
ciples  or  maxims  had  made  impreshion  upon  mj 
mind;  that,  among  others,  was  the  one  under  con- 
sideration, that,  in  arson,  the  Injury  to  the  todh 
vidua!  was  merged  in  that  against  societj.  or. 
at  least,  must  give  way  to  other;  and  pobix 
justice  must  be  done  in  the  first  place.  I  mes- 
tioned  that  I  had  consulted  one  of  the  fir«t  Ut 
officers  of  the  State,  which  is  true,  and  he  ngref4 
with  me  in  opinion.  Indeed,  he  added,  that  co 
reliance  should  be  had  upon  the  personal  reii)«dj, 
but  that  compensation  ought  to  bo  made  to  tht 
sufferers. 

I  have  no  reason  to  change  my  former  opinioo. 
Really,  when  I  consider  the  conduct  of  the  Coae^ 
roissioners  to  those  who  made  their  snbmivdomj 
I  should  imagine  it  was  the  intention  of  the  parJei 
that  there  was  to  be  an  oblivion  as  well  of  the  M 
as  the  criminal  offences  to  those  who  submitted: 
and,  as  the  Legislature  has  the  power  to  con^nt 
the  agreement^  it  becomes  her  rather  to  do  it  vii 
magnanimity  than  otherwise. 

Your  officers,  and  those  aiding  and  asst.<iE^ 
them,  ought  to  be  protected  and  supported.  I  «iii 
now  say,  as  I  did  the  other  day,  that  the  fear  d 
having  their  houses  or  barns  burned,  terriTitd 
many  a  man  in  the  Western  country  from  jciini<i| 
the  standard  of  the  law,  and  forced  him  to  teojporui 
with  rebellion.  When  the  officers  know  th.nt  \i\ff 
are  to  be  protected  in  their  persona  and  property^ 
when  the  posse  comitatus  are  informed  that  ihei 
are  to  be  regarded  in  like  manner — we  may  expeel 
energy  in  the  execution  of  the  laws.  The  law  o| 
Pennsylvania  is  defective,  or  at  least  dooblfull 
and,  if  the  present  punishment  for  arson  continoe^ 
the  Leginlature  of  that  State  will,  I  dare  say,  p^nl 
out  a  decided  remedy  for  the  party  injured  ag-jin«| 
the  offender.  It  becomes  the  honor  and  jusiite  d 
the  Legislature  to  protect  and  support  the  officet^ 
and  those  aiding  them.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  fo^ 
the  amendment 

Mr.  Vehable  differed  entirely  from  the  gentle 
man  who  spoke  last  He  understood  that  pardod 
extended  only  to  the  offences  against  GovernofW 
It  would,  for  that  reason,  be  lio  hardship  ag^ii 
the  people  who  had  received  pardons  to  pro>eci 
them  for  civil  damages;  and,  by  the  statement 
the  member  himself,  actions  would  lie  where 
public  prosecutions  had  been  made. 

Mr.  SwiTT  wan  of  opinion  thai  the  meml 
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■om  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Hartley]  was  most  cer- 
linly  mistaken  in  point  of  law,  when  he  ima- 
ined  that  the  pardon  granted  by  the  Commis- 
ioners  extended,  or  might  be  construed  to  a  re- 
lission  of  civil  offences.  He  did  not  believe  it  to 
e  in  the  power  of  Government  to  pardon  these 
ioters  and  trespassers  to  that  length.  He  did  not 
Kpect  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
roald  have  stood  up  in  the  House  to  recommend 
n  unqualified  pardon.  When  a  million  of  dollars 
id  been  expended,  were  the  House  to  give  them 
ifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars  more?  He  did 
ot  come  there  prepared  to  hear  of  a  premium  for 
nfiurrection.  He  rejected  all  idea  of  so  much  ten- 
erness  for  rioters  and  rebels. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  rejected  all  idea  of  the  rioters 
leing  exempted  from  civil  suits.  There  was  but 
ne  exception,  where  they  were  executed  for  their 
rimes.  He  had  no  other  view  of  the  matter,  but 
s  a  question  of  policy — whether  it  was  expedi- 
Tit,  or  the  contrary,  to  prosecute  these  people, 
ie  believed  that,  before  the  new  Constitution,  the 
%w  stood  as  the  member  from  Pennsylvania  re- 
presented it  But  all  this  was  much  from  the  pur- 
wse.  By  far  the  greater  number  of  the  rioters 
lave  accepted  the  amnesty.  Nobody  imagines 
hem  exempted  from  prosecution.  To  prevent  any 
nisconception  of  this  nature,  the  Commissioners, 
n  the  terms  of  pardon  which  they  held  out,  ex- 
)res8ly  warned  the  people  that  they  were  to  be 
iable  to  civil  actions  for  the  damages  committed. 
it  was  needless,  then,  to  embarrass  the  question 
vith  more  difficulties  than  naturally  belonged  to 
t  He  was  satisfied  that  this  was  a  mere  question 
)f  policy,  whether  it  was  better  to  pay  otf  these 
people  at  once,  or  let  them  first  try  the  effects  of 
nvil  actions. 

Mr.  Dayton  rose  and  asked,  "Who  shall  de- 
side,  when  doctors  disagree  ?*'  TV  ho  shall  declare 
irhat  is  the  law,  when  the  learned  gentlemen  of 
the  bar  are  so  directly  opposed  to  each  other? 
Fhe  House  (Mr.  D.  observed)  h*ad,  by  some  means, 
imperceptibly,  and,  he  thought,  unnecessarily,  been 
Jrawn  into  the  discussion  of  a  common  law  ques- 
tion. Law  had  been  aptly  compared  to  a  bottom- 
less pit,  and  the  sooner,  therefore,  that  they  extri- 
cated themselves  from  it  the  better.  Very  fortu- 
nately, (he  said,)  there  existed  no  necessity  for 
determining,  in  the  present  cases,  upon  any  intri- 
cate point  of  law,  as  the  proposals  of  amnesty,  in 
their  very  terms,  as  well  as  in  their  nature,  left 
each  individual  trespasser  liable  to  suits  at  law  on 
the  part  of  the  friends  of  good  order,  for  the  da- 
mages sustained  by  the  one  and  done  by  the  other. 
Mr.  D.  was  for  allowing  those  prosecutions  to  go 
forward,  and  was  well  informed,  not  only  that 
there  was  far  more  than  sufficient  of  the  property 
of  the  insurgents  to  make  compensation,  but  that 
it  was  probable  they  would  agree  together,  and 
make  up  the  whole  among  themselves,  rather  than 
be  vexed  by  lawsuits.  He  could  not  agree  with 
those  gentlemen  who  expressed  a  wish  to  vote  the 
vhole  amount  of  damages,  immediately  to  be  paid 
from  the  Treasury.  He  did  not  believe  with  them, 
that  such  a  measure  would  promote  the  dignity, 
or  manifest  the  justice,  of  the  Government.    This 


would  be  to  enter  into  an  improper  compromise 
with  guilt  It  would  be  to  make  peace  with  sedi- 
tion, in  a  way  that  might  tend  to  encourage  rather 
than  to  discourage  it  in  future.  We  were  obli- 
gated, upon  principle  and  precedent,  to  insure  in- 
demnity to  those  officers  of  Government,  who,  in 
consequence  of  a  prompt  and  steady  discharge  of 
their  duty,  had  suffered  in  their  property  from  the 
resentment  of  the  insurgents.  But  he  wished  not 
to  do  more,  until  the  result  of  actions  at  law  could 
be  ascertained.  Although  the  Government  may 
ofi*er  a  pardon  for  offences  against  the  public,  yet 
nothing  was  more  clear  than  that  the  general  am- 
nesty did  not,  and  could  not,  exempt  the  seditious 
offenders  from  answering  to  private  persons  for  in- 
juries done  to  them  in  their  property. 

Mr.  Hartley  rose  to  explain.  The  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Swift]  had  mistaken  his 
meaning.     He  was  going  on,  when 

Mr.  Dayton  rose,  and  declared  that  he  bad 
never  put  any  such  construction  on  the  words  of 
the  gentleman,  who  certainly  must  have  misappre- 
hended him. 

I  did  not  mean  you,  sir,  (said  Mr.  Hartley). 
I  said  the  gentleman  from  Connectkut.  You  made 
a  mistake  of  the  same  kind  with  me  last  session. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Boudinot  was,  on  a 
division,  lost— only  twenty-six  gentlemen  rising 
when  the  question  was  called  for. 

The  question  on  the  first  resolution  was  then 
called  for ;  when  it  was  moved  to  take  the  pre- 
vious question,  that  is  to  say,  '*  Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?" 

Mr.  FiTzsiHONs  rose.  He  thought  that  this 
discussion  comprehended  a  principle  of  the  most 
important  nature.  He  trusted  that  it  would  not 
be  got  rid  of  in  this  way.  He  was  not  of  opinion 
with  those  gentlemen  who  were  disposed  to  waive 
the  question  just  now,  under  the  notion  that  they 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  for  it  at  an- 
other time.  He  believed  that  the  true  deHign  of 
moving  the  previous  question  was  to  lay  it  aside 
altogether.  This  expedient  should  not  answer 
the  end ;  for,  if  he  had  only  one  other  gentleman 
in  the  House  to  second  him,  he  would  stand  by 
the  matter  till  he  obtained  an  explicit  answer. 

Mr.  McDowell  vindicated  the  propriety  of  tak* 
ing  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  that,  when  the  British  ear- 
ned on  a  most  unjust  war-  against  this  country^ 
the  Ministry  who  began  it  were  in  time  turned 
out  Their  successors  had  always  reprobated  the 
war,  but  after  the  peace,  they,  notwithstanding^ 
had  expended  several  millions  to  support  the  loy- 
alists. While  the  British  bad  acted  with  so  much, 
liberality,  did  it  become  America  to  stick  at  the- 
paltry  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  dollars?  The 
House  had  wrangled  so  long  about  this  matter^ 
that  the  very  wages  which  they  received  for  ther 
time  spent  in  this  discussion  would  about  haYe> 
discharged  the  whole  sum  in  dispute.  When  % 
wild,  unprincipled,  mad  attempt  had  been  made- 
to  destroy  this  noble  Constitution,  were  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  people  to  make  it  a  doubt  whe^ 
ther  those  who  saved  it  from,  perhaps,  destruction, 
were  to  be  indemnified  t    Mr.  S.  declared  that  h^ 
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felt  more  unpleasant  sensations  than  he  remem- 
bered ever  to  have  experienced  since  he  became  a 
member  of  this  House.  Gentlemen  might  argue 
and  argue  about  this  drop  in  the  bucket  compared 
with  the  ocean.  They  might  go  into  metaphysical 
deductions  about  whether  the  men  who  saved 
this  Constitution  were,  some  of  them,  to  be  re- 
duced to  beggary  and  misery,  as  the  price  of  hav- 
ing done  so.  He  would  bring  up  the  question 
again  and  again,  until  he  had  the  sense  of  the 
House  again.  Mr.  S.  repeated  the  following  ar- 
gument, which  he,  on  a  former  day,  had  pressed : 
He  asked  whether  persons  who,  from  the  pure, 
conscious  dignity  of  the  republican  character,  step- 
ped forward  to  support  the  Government,  did  not 
deserve  better  of  it  than  excise  officers,  who  were 
bound  to  and  paid  for  their  services?  He  was 
even  of  opinion  that  the  conduct  of  the  private 
soldiers  in  this  case  was  more  meritorious  than 
that  of  the  officers.  He  might  be  mistaken,  but 
his  opinion  was  so.  From  this  language,  it  is  not 
to  be  inferred  that  Mr.  S.  undervalued  the  exer- 
tions of  the  officers  of  the  Army,  or  of  the  excise. 
He  only  meant  that  the  less  interest  or  emolu- 
ment which  an  individual  has  at  stake  in  the  suc- 
cess of  an  affair,  the  greater  is  his  merit  in  per- 
forming it  He  asked  what  better  time  there  was 
than  the  present  for  settling  the  amount  of  these 
claims? 

Mr.  Heath  was  for  the  previous  question.  He 
thought  the  resolution  unseasonable  at  this  time. 
However  little  the  gentleman  chose  to  think  of 
seventeen  thousand  dollars,  they  might  grow  into 
a  precedent  for  seventeen  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  BoDDiKOT  thought  that  the  seventeen  thou- 
sand dollars  were  not  the  whole  of  the  damages 
that  might  be  claimed.  When  Commissioners 
were  sent  to  the  Westward,  the  demand  might 
rise  to  seventy  thousand.  Numerous  other  requi- 
sitions might  start  up.  He  was  for  taking  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Dexter  regretted  his  necessity  to  differ 
from  a  gentleman  [Mr.  Boudinot]  for  whose  opin- 
ions he  was  in  the  habit  of  entertaining  the  high- 
est respect  He  was  against  the' previous  ques- 
tion, because  he  disliked  obliquity.  Whether  he 
was  against  or  for  the  first  resolution  in  the  report 
of  the  select  committee,  he  would  give  the  reso- 
lution itself  a  fair  meeting.  He  then  inquired 
what  better  time  there  could  be  for  learning  the 
number  and  extent  of  the  losses  than  the  present  ? 
He  again  explained,  as  on  Wednesday,  that  the 
House  appeared  to  mistake  the  extent  of  the  re- 
solution, which  did  not  imply  any  complete  in- 
demnification, nor  even  assure  any  relief  at  all. 
The  whole  only  amounted  to  the  taking  of  measures 
for  obtaining  information.  He  would  not  have 
voted  for  it,  if  he  had  thought  that  it  promised 
complete  indemnification.  He  thought  that  no 
future  time  could  be  so  proper  as  the  present  for 
deciding. 

Mr.  Swxrr,  Mr.  KrmiiA,  and  Mr.  Gilbebt,  also 
spoke. 

Mr.  HiLLHousE  went  on  the  same  ground  with 
Mr.  Dexter.    He  was  one  of  the  committee  who  1 


drew  up  the  resolutions.  They  never  understood 
that  the  resolution  imph'ed  an  assurance  of  eom- 
plete  indemnity  to  the  sufferers. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  by  five 
members,  to  wit :  "  Shall  the  main  question,  to 
agree  to  the  said  resolution,  be  now  put  f** 

And  on  the  previous  question,  **  Shall  the  stid 
main  question  be  now  put  ?"  in  was  resolTed  ia 
the  affirmative — yeas  52,  nays  81,  as  follows: 

Ybas. — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  John  Bcattr, 
Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Booroe, 
Lambert  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffia  JfjDa- 
than  Dayton,  Henry  Dearborn,  Samuel  Dexter,  GaMJ 
Duvall,  William  Fmdley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Dvigb: 
Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Heury  Gleoo, 
Benjamin  Goodhue.  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Ore^, 
Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Hiomas  Hary 
ley,  Daniel  Heistcr,  James  Hillhouse,  Winiam  Hino- 
man,  Samuel  Holten,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Henrj  Lati- 
mer, Amasa  Learned,  William  Lyman,  Francis  M^ 
bone,  William  Montgomery,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Alex- 
ander D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Andrev  Pid- 
ens,  Thomas  Scott,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith, 
George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
Philip  Van  .Cortlandt,  Peter  Van  Qaaabeck,  Pdc* 
Wadsworth,  John  Watts,  Benjamin  Williams,  aod 
Richard  Winn. 

Nays.— Theodorua  Bailey,  Thomas  Blount,  Tbomw 
P.  Carnes,  Gabriel  Christie,  Joshua  Coit,  Geor^  D«it, 
William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  George  HaDn)ck, 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  John  Heath,  John  Hunter,  Ridh 
ard  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  James  Madison,  Jo- 
seph McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  Andrew  Hassn, 
Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Nilw,  Rubert 
Rutherford,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jeremiah  ^mith,  Israel 
Smitli,  Zephaniah  SwiO,  Tliomas  Tredwell,  Abrsboa 
Venable,  Francis  Walker,  Paine  Wingate,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

Mr.  Gilbert  then  moved  a  resolution,  the  sob- 
stance  of  which  was  understood  to  be  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  losses  in  the  Western  counties 
were  incurred  in  defence  of  Government,  and  how 
far  the  sufferers  were  capable  to  carry  on  the  hv- 
suits  themselves  against  the  rioters. 

Mr.  Giles  was  against  the  amendment,  the  r^ 
solution  itself,  and  the  whole  mode  of  conducting 
the  business.  He  had  listened  to  many  long 
speeches,  and  been  surprised  that  no  gentlemao 
had  made  the  observation  which  he  was  dov 
going  to  submit  to  the  House. 

[The  noise  had  by  this  time  become  so  intense^ 
that  the  Speaker  rose  and  reminded  the  members 
of  a  rule  that  there  must  be  no  private  cooverss- 
tion  while  a  member  addresses  the  Chair  ] 

Mr.  G.  then  proceeded  to  declare  that  he  dis- 
liked the  form  rather  than  the  substance  of  the 
resolution.  If  people  in  the  Western  counties  had 
suffered  injuries,  why  should  not  they,  as  weU  as 
every  other  class  of  citizens,  come  to  the  bar  of 
that  House  and  petition  7  An  inquest  was,  be 
imagined,  intended,  which  would  unite  all  the 
back  country  in  one  common  interest  against  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  The  mode  pro- 
posed by  the  report  of  the  select  committee  vt9 
the  most  exceptionable  of  all  that  could  have  betfi 
devised.  It  was  said  that  this  was  only  an  affiur 
of  seTenteen  thousand  dollars.     What  eridenct 
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lave  we  that  the  demands  will  stop  there  ?  Sir, 
here  is  none.  The  mode  is,  hesides,  totally  wrong, 
jet  persons  who  have  suffered  come  here  in  the 
isual  manner.  It  is  said  that  a  gentleman  has 
lad  his  house  burned.  Let  him  come  here  and 
ell  us  so.  Mr.  O.  entirely  scouted  the  idea  ad- 
anced  by  Mr.  Dexteq,  that  we  might  inquire 
oto  the  extent  of  the  losses,  without  a  design  to 
ischarge  them.  If  you  do  not  mean  to  indem- 
iif^,  why  inquire  at  all?  He  did  not  object  to 
eUeWng  the  sufferers,  but  to  erect  a  board  of  in- 
uest,  under  Presidential  direction,. was  what  he 
lever  would  consent  to.  He  again  repeated,  that 
le  did  not  mean  to  dissent  from  the  principle,  but 
rom  this  most  exceptionable  of  all  modes  for  put- 
ing  it  into  practice.  Let  people  lay  memorials 
f  their  losses  before  the  House,  which  would  then 
f«  distinctly  what  it  was  doing,  and  examine  the 
vidence  on  which  the  claim  was  founded.  He 
rondered  that  none  of  all  the  speakers  in  the  de- 
late had  adverted  to  this  distinction. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSE  differed  in  every  particular  from 
he  gentleman  who  spoke  last.  If  petitioners  come 
rom  the  Westward,  they  are  referred  to  a  select 
ommittee.  They  bring  all  the  evidence  which 
hey  can  muster  to  swell  their  bill.  The  com- 
nittee  have  no  counter-evidence,  as  we  in  this 
louse  almost  never  hear  more  than  one  of  the 
larties.  It  is  much  better  to  send  persons  to  the 
pot  who  can  examine  the  subject  on  both  sides, 
rhich  we  cannot  possibly  do,  and  who  will  be 
esponsible  to  this  House  for  their  conduct.  The 
rhole  arguments  and  ideas  of  Mr.  H.  were  in  direct 
!ootradiction  to  every  thing  advanced  by  Mr. 
jiLES.  He  (Mr.  H.)  was  satisfied  that,  before 
re  undertook  to  pay  the  losses  of  the  Western 
)eople,  it  was  better,  in  the  first  place,  to  know 
he  extent  of  them.  The  resolution  amounted  to 
lothin^  more  than  the  ascertaining  of  this  loss, 
ind  Mr.  H.  could  see  many  fi^ood  reasons  for  de- 
erring  the  payment  of  a  bill  until  he  knew  the 
ium  to  which  it  amounted.  He  could  also  see 
easons  why  the  mode  recommended  in  the  reso- 
ution  was  much  preferable  to  that  of  bringing 
>eople  so  for  to  the  House.  Commissioners  going 
o  the  spot  could  make  themselves  perfectly  mas- 
«r8  of  the  subject ;  whereas,  if  the  parties  come 
lere,  the  matter  will  be  decided  on  ex  parte  evi- 
lence,  as  it  always  is. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  considered  the  resolution  as  too 
oosely  worded.  A  gentleman  who  had  been  on 
he  expedition,  and  who  had  heard  or  read  the  re- 
x>rt,  obserred  to  him  [Mr.  B.]  that  he  himself 
Ame  within  the  resolution,  as  he  had  suffered 
X)nsiderably  in  his  business  by  his  absence. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSE  explained,  that  the  resolution 
extended  only  to  actual  destruction.  The  com- 
mittee never  meant  to  compensate  people  for  the 
loss  which  they  had  suffered  by  being  banished. 
He  was  ready,  if  the  House  liked  it  better,  to  in- 
sert in  the  first  resolution  the  words  "property 
actually  destroyed."  This  would  prevent  the  mis- 
apprehension of  the  gentleman  mentioned  by  Mr. 

BOUDINOT. 

The  House  divided  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
GiLBEBT— ayes  39,  nays  33. 


Mr.  HiLLHOUSE  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  in"  from  the  first  resolution,  and  put  into 
its  place  "  by  the  actual  destruction  of"  their  pro- 
perty. 

^lr.  Madison  apprehended  that  this  amendment 
left  the  resolution  as  bad  as  it  was  before,  if  not 
worse.  A  person  in  the  Western  counties  had 
his  horse  stolen  by  the  insurgents.  But  this  did 
not  imply  the  absolute  destruction  or  annihilation 
of  the  horse.  The  amendment  meant  either  too 
much  or  too  little.  It  certainly  could  be  no  im- 
provement on  the  resolution. 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

And  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the  House 
do  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  amended  to  read 
as  follows : 

"  Eetolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  an  ascertainment  to  be  made  of 
the  losses  sustained  by  the  officers  of  Government,  and 
other  citizens,  by  the  actual  destruction  of  their  proper- 
ty (in  consequence  of  their  exertions  in  support  of  the 
laws)  by  insurgents  io  the  Western  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  together  with  a  report  of  the  particular  con- 
dition of  the  respective  sufferers,  in  relation  to  their 
ability  to  prosecute  their  several  claims,  and  recover, 
at  law,  satisfaction  from  the  insurgent  aggressors  :'* 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  second  resolution  on  the  subject  of  indem- 
nification was  then  taken  up  in  the  House. 

Mr.  BouDlNOT  moved  the  following  amendato- 
ry addition : 

"  To  aid  such  of  the  sufferers  as,  in  his  (the  Presi- 
dent's) opinion,  stand  in  need  of  immediate  assistance, 
to  be  accounted  for  by  them  in  such  nuinner  as  may 
hereafter  be  directed  by  law.** 

The  amendment  was  carried,  forty-four  gentle- 
men rising, 
llie  resolution,  as  amended,  is  as  follows  : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  President  be  authorized  to  draw 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  sum  of 

dollars,  to  be  applied  by  him  to  aid  such  of  the 

said  sufferers  as,  in  his  opinion,  stand  in  need  of  im- 
mediate assistance,  to  be  accounted  fur  by  them  in 
such  manner  as  may  hereafter  be  directed  by  law." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  Hill- 
house,  Mr.  FiNDLEY,  Mr.  Ltman,  Mr.  Watts, 
and  Mr.  William  Smith,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

EXPENSES  OP  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  next  went  into  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  on  the  bill  as  to  the 
expenses  of  the  Militia.  The  principal  of  these 
was  for  augmenting  the  bounty  on  enlisting. 

This  produced  a  variety  of  remarks  from  seve- 
ral members,  who  agreed  in  condemning  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  as,  to  the  last  degree, 
useless,  and  even  pernicious. 

Mr.  Beatty  observed,  that  the  increase  of  boun- 
ty always  insured  a  greater  number  of  recruits, 
but  then  they  were  of  a  much  worse  description 
than  those  who  accepted  a  lesser  bounty.  In  fact, 
the  large  bounty  is  not  the  means  of  filling  the 
Army.     Three-fourths  of  such  recruitfl  run  off 


1003 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1W4 


H.  OF  R.] 


naturalisation  Bill. 


[December,  ITS. 


without  ever  seeing  the  camp.  Everj  recruiting 
officer  will  tell  you,  that,  if  he  is  suffered  to  offer 
a  large  enough  bounty,  he  will  soon  fill  his  com- 
pany. But  then  I  though  the  lesser  bounty  gathers 
men  more  slowly,  they  are  much  more  likely  to 
stay.  With  a  large  bounty,  there  are  always  two 
desertions  for  one. 

The  amendments  were  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 


Monday,  December  22. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  trans- 
fer of  the  stock  standing  to  the  credit  of  certain 
States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

RcBolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  and  report  the  means  of  providing  for  the 
payment  of  the  third  instalments  due  on  a  Loan 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
the  payment  of  any  instalments  which  may  &11 
due  on  foreign  loans,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Giles,  and 
Mr.  Irvine,  be  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  committed  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate 
the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates  of  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
aud  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  on  the  policy  of  remitting  the 
duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  in  cases 
where  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
be  destroyed  b\'  fire,  or  other  accident. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Vena- 
ble,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Claiborne. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  establish  the  office  of  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  also  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,^  with  several 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 
"Whereupon, 

The  first,  second,  and  third  amendments  were, 
on  the  question  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  other  amendments  proposed 
to  the  said  bill,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Blount,  Mr. 
Foster,  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  Smith. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  establish  the  office  of  Purveyor  of  Public  Sup- 
plies ;**  was  read  twice  and  committed. 


NATURALIZATION  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  cf 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  na- 
turalization." 

Mr.  Dexter  after  some  observations  on  the  io- 
portance  of  the  subject  before  the  Commiitee: 
and  expressing  his  disapprobatioa  of  the  facilitr 
by  which,  under  the  existing  law,  aliens  mar  ac- 
quire citizenship,  moved  that  the  term  of  tw? 
years  in  the  bill  referring  to  the  previous  residence 
should  be  struck  out  and  a  blank  left,  to  be  fi.hd 
up  after  more  mature  consideration.  This  ict- 
tion  was  agreed  to.  Another  amendment  was 
proposed  by  that  gentleman,  referring  particnlarlr 
to  the  mercantile  foreigners  who  may  wish  to  ac- 
quire citizenship. 

Mr.  Page  said,  that  he  approved  the  design  cf 
the  mover,  because  he  thought  nothing  more  de- 
sirable than  to  see  good  order,  public  virtue.  &Ld 
true  morality,  constituting  the  character  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States ;  for,  without  moral. rr, 
and  indeed  a  general  sense  of  religion,  a  Kepcbli- 
can  Government  cannot  flourish,  nay,  cannot  kci: 
exist ;  since,  without  these,  disorders  will  arin, 
which  the  strong  arm  of  powerful  Govemmtut 
can  alone  correct  or  retrieve.  But  he  should  t(  re 
against  the  amendment,  because  he  thought, a^  his 
collei^ue  [Mr.  Madison]  did,  that  it  wouid  he 
attended  with  embarrassments  to  the  admission  :o 
the  rights  of  citizenship,  which  good  men  oQ?lt 
not  to  have  thrown  into  their  way ;  and  i^bu::, 
too,  for  his  part,  he  thought  might  prove  iR<<Tir- 
mountable  obstacles  to  such.  Yet  they  would  U 
no  impediment  to  the  views  of  bad  men,  or  sucii 
as  he  wished  to  exclude  from  citizenship,  for  tbe 
best  man  in  the  United  States  might  not  procure 
the  certificate  required  by  the  amendment,  if  ri 
moved  from  State  to  State,  staying  no  where  Iioz 
enough  to  enable  two  persons  to  swear  that  thtv 
had  known  him  to  be  of  such  a  character  as  ve 
require,  and  to  have  supported  it  during  the  lec^th 
of  time  which  the  amendment  prescribes.  Vt; 
bad  men,  associating  chiefly  with  men  like  them- 
selves, regardless  of  oaths,  might  procure  the  re- 
quisite certificate.  He  disliked  the  amendment  on 
account  of  its  requiring  an  oath  at  all.  He  trust- 
ed that  a  Constitution  much  admired,  and  with 
such  wholesome  laws,  will  be  an  inducement  \o 
many  good  men  to  become  citizens,  and  tbat, 
should  bad  men  come  amongst  us,  they  will  be 
discountenanced  by  the  more  virtuous  class  of 
citizens,  and  if  necessary  be  punished  by  the  la^^- 
He  hoped  that  good  schools  would  soon  be  bpread 
over  all  the  States,  and  hence  that  good  seobe  and 
virtue  will  be  so  generally  difiuscd  amongst  us 
that  emigrants  will  be  unable  to  corrupt  our  man- 
ners. Even  at  present,  he  relied  so  much  on  the 
virtue  and  discernment  of  his  fellow  citizens,  the 
power  of  the  law,  and  the  energy  of  Govemmir.'. 
as  to  apprehend  no  danger  from  emigration  iai^ 
the  United  States.  Mr.  r.  said,  that  he  knew  in- 
stances of  difficulties  which  some  worthy  men  biJ 
met  with  in  their  endeavors  to  procure  such  certi- 
ficates as  the  amendment  proposed.     He  mentiuo* 
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i  one  clergyman  io  Virginia.  ]i)7en  Dr.  Griffith, 
Iter  being  nominated  Bishop  of  that  State,  found 
difficult  to  procure  from  the  Convention  the  cer- 
Hcate  requti>Ml  hj  the  English  bishops;  because, 
)ough  hundreds  of  other  persons  knevr  his  worthy 
haracter,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  of 
le  ConTention  had  not  knovrn  it,  during  the  term 
pecified  in  the  certificate  required. 
Mr.  Dbxtbr's  motion  was  now  withdrawn. 
Mr.  Giles  then  proposed  an  amendment  the 
bject  of  which  was  to  impede  a  return, to  citizen- 
hip  of  those  who  should  expatriate  themselves, 
le  proposed  that  a  special  law  of  the  State  from 
rhich  such  persons  should  detach  themselves, 
hould  be  requisite  in  order  to  their  being  re-in- 
tated. 

Mr.  Tract,  after  observing,  that  although  he 
ras  not  in  &vor  of  a  perpetual  allegiance  as  un- 
lerstood  by  the  British  Cfovemment,  yet  he  was 
)f  opinion  that  the  return  of  persons  who  should 
^patriate  themselves  ought  to  be  clogged  with 
plater  impediments  than  simply  a  law  of  a  parti- 
cular State.  If  the  amendment  is  a  proper  one,  of 
trhich  he  confessed  he  had  his  doubts,  he  would 
SQggest  to  the  gentleman  an  addition,  by  making 
L  law  of  the  (General  GK>vernment  also  necessary  in 
the  case. 

Mr.  611.C8  observed  that  the  object  of  his  motion 
was  not  by  any  means  to  lessen  the  impediments 
m  the  way  of  a  return  to  citizenship,  but  the  re- 
verse ;  he  should  therefore  agree  to  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  The  motion 
was  afterwards  considered  in  several  points  of 
view,  as  blending  State  and  Continental  legislation, 
as  interfering  with  the  Legislative  rights  of  the 
State  by  some,  and  as  operating  in  the  same  man- 
ner in  respect  to  the  right  reserved  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  the  General  Government^  which  is  author- 
ized to  pass  uniform  laws  of  naturalization  by 
others. 

Mr.  S  EDO  WICK  having  stated  that  his  colleague 
bad  prepared  a  motion  with  regard  to  the  kind  of 
evidence  that  an  applicant  should  exhibit  of  the 
goodness  of  his  moral  character  and  of  his  attach- 
ment to  the  Government,  ho  requested  Mr. 
G1LB8  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  other,  which  he  did,  and  thereupon, 
Mr.  Dkxter  moved  that  no  alien  should  bo  ad- 
mitted to  the  rights  of  citizenship,  but  on  the  oath 
of  two  credible  witnesses^  that  in  their  opinion  he 
was  of  good  moral  character  and  attached  to  the 
welfare  of  this  country,  which  motion  was  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Sboowick,  who  added  the  following  ob- 
servations : 

He  said,  that  the  subject  under  consideration  was 
certainly  of  great  importance,  and  opened  an  ezten- 
Bive  field  of  discussion.  The  present  motion,  taken 
in  conjunction  with  that  already  adopted,  had  for 
its  object  to  embarrass  the  facility,  with  which 
slicns  may  be  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizenship. 
He  would  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
m'\Uee  some  of  the  leading  ideas,  which  had  occur- 
fe(i  to  his  mind  on  this  subject 

America,  he  said,  if  her  political  institutions 
sboald  on  experience  be  found  to  be  wisely  ad- 
josted,  and  she  shall  improve  her  natural  advan- 


tages, had  opened  to  her  view  a  more  rich  and 
glorious  prospect  than  ever  was  presented  to  roan. 
She  had  chosen  for  herself  a  Government  which 
left  to  the  citizen  as  great  a  portion  of  freedom  as 
was  consistent  with  a  social  compact  All  be- 
lieved the  preservation  of  this  Government,  in  its 
purity,  indispensable  to  the  continuance  of  our 
happiness.  The  foundation  on  which  it  rested 
was  general  intelligence  and  public  virtue;  in 
other  words,  wisdom  to  discern,  and  patriotism  to 
pursue  the  general  good.  He  had  pride,  and  he 
gloried  in  it,  in  believing  his  countrymen  more 
wise  and  virtuous  than  any  other  people  on  earth ; 
hence  he  believed  them  better  qualified  to  adminis- 
ter and  support  a  Republican  Government  This 
character  of  Americans  was  the  result  of  early 
education,  aided  indeed  by  the  discipline  of  the 
B evolution.  In  that  part  of  the  country  with 
which  he  was  best  acquainted,  the  education, 
manners,  habits,  and  insstitutions,  religious  and 
civil,  were  Republican.  The  community  was  di« 
vided  into  corporations,  in  many  respects  resem- 
bling independent  republics,  of  which  almost  every 
m:^,  the  qualifications  were  so  small,  was  a  mem- 
ber. They  had  many  important  and  interesting 
concerns  to  transact  They  appointed  their  execu- 
tive officers,  enacted  bye  laws,  raised  money  for 
many  purposes  of  use  and  ornament  Here,  then, 
the  citizens  early  acquired  the  habits  of  temperate 
discussion,  patient  reasoning,  and  a  capacity  of  en- 
during contradiction.  Here  the  means  of  education 
and  instruction  are  instituted  and  maintained ;  pub- 
lic libraries  are  purchased  and  read ;  these  are  (said 
he)  the  proper  schools  for  the  education  of  Repub- 
lican citizens ;  thus  are  to  be  planted  the  seeds  of 
RepublicanisnL  If  you  will  cultivate  the  plants 
which  are  to  be  reared  from  these  seeds,  you  will 
gather  an  abundant  harvest  of  long  continued 
prosperity. 

Much  information  (he  said)  might  be  obtained 
by  the  experience  of  others,  if,  in  despite  of  it,  we 
were  not  determined  to  be  guided  only  by  a  vision- 
ary theory.  The  ancient  Republics  of  Greece  and 
Rome  (said  he)  see  with  what  jealousy  they 
guarded  the  rights  of  citizenship  against  adultera- 
tion by  foreign  mixture.  The  Swiss  nation,  (he 
said,)  in  modern  times,  had  not  been  less  jealous 
on  the  same  subject  Indeed,  no  example  could 
be  found,  in  the  history  of  man,  to  authorize  the 
experiment  which  had  been  made  by  the  United 
States.  It  seemed  to  have  been  adopted  by  uni- 
versal practice  as  a  maxim,  that  the  Republican 
character  was  no  way  to  be  formed  but  by  early 
education.  In  some  instances,  to  form  this  cha- 
racter, those  propensities  which  are  generally  con- 
sidered as  almost  irresistible,  were  opposed  and 
subdued.  And  shall  we  (he  asked)  alone  adopt 
the  ra^h  theory,  that  the  subjects  of  all  Govern- 
meQt<),  Despotic,  Monarchical,  and  Aristocratical, 
are,  as  soon  as  they  set  foot  on  American  ground, 
qualified  to  participate  in  administering  the  sover- 
eignty of  our  country  ?  Shall  we  hold  the  bene- 
fits of  American  citizenship  so  cheap  as  to  invite, 
nay,  almost  bribe,  the  discontented,  the  ambitious, 
and  the  avaricious  of  every  country  to  accept 
themf 
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We  had  (he  said)  on  this  subject  not  only  ex- 
ample, but  warning.  Will  gentlemen  (said  Mr. 
S.)  recollect  the  rage  of  ages  which  existed  in  the 
country  from  which  we  came,  between  the  Saxon, 
Danish,  and  Norman  emigrants  and  the  natives 
of  the  country  ?  The  cruelties,  the  oppressions, 
the  assassinations,  in  a  word,  the  miseries  to  which 
this  gave  birth  ?  Perhaps  it  might  be  said  that  in 
this  instance  the  emigrants  were  hostile  invaders ; 
but  the  same  events  took  place  in  the  decline  of 
the  Roman  empire,  between  the  emigrants  who 
were  invited  to  occupy  the  vacant  frontiers  and 
the  ancient  inhabitants;  although  the  former 
ought  to  have  been  united  to  the  latter  by  every 
principle  of  affection  and  gratitude.  By  these  and 
almost  an  infinity  of  other  instances,  it  would  not 
be  rash  to  conclude,  that  by  the  undeviating  prin- 
ciples of  human  nature,  whenever  the  inhabitants 
of  one  country  should  be  permitted  to  settle  in 
another,  by  national  affections,  an  union  would  be 
formed,  unfriendly  not  only  to  the  ancient  inhabi- 
tants, but  also  to  social  order.  Our  own  experi- 
ence was  not,  be  believed,  in  opposition,  to  the 
general  observation.  Although  this  reasoning  lyis 
to  his  mind  conclusive  against  a  general  and  indis- 
criminate admission  of  aliens  to  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenship, yet  he  did  not  wish  it  should  go  to  a  com- 
plete exclusion. 

It  was  said,  in  support  of  what  was  termed  our 
liberal  policy,  that  our  country  wanted  commercial 
capital ;  that  we  had  an  immense  tract  of  vacant 
territory ;  and  that  we  ought  not,  with  the  avarice 
of  a  miser,  to  engross  to  ourselves  the  exclusive  en- 
joyment of  our  political  treasures. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said  he  had  never  been  convinced, 
that  we  ought  to  make  so  great  a  sacrifice  of  prin- 
ciple for  the  rapid  accumulation  of  commercial 
capital.  He  had  never  been  convinced  that  by  an 
improvement  of  our  own  resources,  it  would  not 
accumulate  as  fast  as  might  be  for  the  public  bene- 
fit We  heard  much  of  equality.  Property  was 
in  some  sense  power;  and  the  possession  of  im- 
mense property  generated  daring  passions  which 
scorned  equality,  and  with  impatience  endured  the 
restraints  of  equal  laws.  Property  was  undoubt- 
edly to  be  protected,  as  the  only  sure  encourage- 
ment of  industry,  without  which  wo  should  dege- 
nerate into  savages.  But  he  had  never  been  con- 
vinced that  the  anxiety  with  which  we  wished  an 
accumulation  of  capital  in  the  hands  of  indivi- 
duals, was  founded  on  correct  Republican  reflec- 
tion. The  ardent  ambition  inspired  by  the  posses- 
sion of  great  wealth,  and  the  power  of  gratifying 
it,  which  it  conferred,  had  in  many  instances  dis- 
turbed the  public  peace,  and  in  not  a  few  destroyed 
liberty. 

The  vacant  lands  which  some  with  so  much 
avidity  wished  to  see  in  the  occupation  of  foreign- 
ers, he  considered  as  the  best  capital  stock  of  the 
future  enjoyment  of  Americans;  as  an  antidote 
against  the  poison  of  luxury;  as  the  nursery  of 
robust  and  manly  virtue,  and  as  a  preventive  of 
a  numerous  class  of  citizens  becoming  indigent 
and  therefore  dependent  Whenever  the  time 
should  arrive,  (and  may  that  period  be  very  dis- 
tant,) when  there  should  no  longer  be  presented  to 


the  poor  a  decent  competence  and  independence,  u 
the  effect  of  industry  and  economy,  (which  w(ni<i 
generally  by  the  case  when  lands  were  no  loo^ 
to  be  obtained,  on  their  present  easy  and  reason- 
able terms,)  then  that  description  of  men,  now  per- 
haps the  most  happy  and  virtuous,  would  becoxe 
miserable  to  themselves  and  a  burden  to  the  ooo;- 
munity.  Now  the  man  who  entered  on  the  Eta^e 
of  life,  without  property,  had  a  reasonable  asstir- 
ance,  that  a  few  years  of  industry  and  economr* 
would  give  him  independence,  competence,  and  re 
spectability.  The  prospect  gave  relish  and  effect 
to  his  labors.  He  planted  himself  on  the  frontiers, 
and  cultivated  in  his  posterity  every  useful  and 
manly  virtue.  This  was  his  treasure,  and  it  was  i 
glorious  one. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  considered  America  as  in  poses- 
sion  of  a  greater  stock  of  enjoyment  than  any  other 
people  on  earth.  That  it  was  our  duty  to  has- 
band  it  with  care ;  yet  he  could  not  alt(^theT  ex- 
clude such  virtuous  individuals,  as  might  fiy  here, 
as  to  an  asylum  against  oppression.  On  the  (»e 
hand,  he  would  not  dissipate  our  treasures  with 
the  thoughtless  profusion  of  a  prodigal ;  nor  woiM 
he,  on  the  other,  hoard  them,  as  in  the  unfeeUn; 
grasp  of  a  miser.  Our  glorious  fabric  (said  ht) 
has  been  cemented  by  the  richest  blood  of  our 
country,  and  may  it. long  continue  to  shelter  u4 
against  the  blasts  of  poverty,  of  anarchy,  and  of 
tyranny. 

The  present  (Mr.  S.  said)  he  believed  the  mos: 
inauspicious  time  for  the  indiscriminate  admissioQ 
of  aliens  to  the  rights  of  citizenship.  A  war,  tbs 
most  cruel  and  dreadful  which  had  been  knoTo 
for  centuries,  was  now  raging  in  all  those  coun- 
tries from  which  emigrants  were  to  he  expected 
The  most  fierce  and  unrelenting  passions  were 
engaged  in  a  conflict,  which  shook  to  their  foundi- 
tions  all  the  ancient  political  structures  in  Europe. 
This  contest  was  supported  on  the  one  hand  br 
men  who  believed  personal  political  distinctiois 
were  necessary  to  the  great  purpose  of  security, 
and  on  the  other  by  those  who  thought  that  socie- 
ty could  be  protected  and  individuals  secured  br 
a  Government  with  departments,  and  withojt 
checks ;  neither  embracing  the  (principles  esub- 
lished  here,  where,  without  privileged  orders  dis- 
tinct portions  of  power  were  to  be  deposited  in 
different  hands,  in  such  manner  tbat  it  was  alma^it 
impossible  for  the  mind  even  to  conceive  that  the 
different  departments  should  form  an  union  for 
any  mischievous  purpose ;  and  altogether  impossi- 
ble to  believe  that  without  such  concurrence  either 
alone  should  be  capable  of  executing  any  widLed 
design. 

Gould  (he  asked)  any  reasonable  man  belieTe. 
that  men  who,  actuated  by  such  passions,  bi^ 
fought  on  grounds  so  opposite,  almost  equal- 
ly distant  from  the  happy  mean  we  had  cho- 
sen, would  here  mingle  in  social  affections  with 
each  other,  or  with  us?  That  their  passions 
and  prejudices  would  subside  as  soon  as  tbey 
should  set  foot  in  America?  or,  that,  possessJo; 
those  passions  and  prejudices,  they  were  qualified 
to  make  or  to  be  made  the  governors  of  Ameri- 
cans? 
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e  believed  that  the  amendment  now  proposed 
^is  col  league,  in  conjunction  with  that  which 
already  succeeded,  would  on  the  one  hand 
:k  the  admission  of  foreigners  in  such  numbers 
aight  be  dangerous  to  our  political  institutions; 
,  on  the  other,  that  it  would  not  exclude  such 
itorious  individuals  as  might  be  willing  to  serve 
apprenticeship  which  might  qualify  them  to  as- 
le  the  character  and  discharge  the  duties  of 
erican  citizens. 

le  concluded  bj  saying,  that  he  had  always 
» opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  Government  on 
i  subject;  that  his  opposition  had  not  been 
ted  by  reflection,  but  increased  by  the  existing 
e  of  things  in  Europe. 

'be  Committee  now  rose  and  reported  pre- 
ss. 


TuKSDAT,  December  28. 

\n  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  the  transfer  of  the 
ck  standing  V>  the  credit  of  certain  States,  was 
d  the  third  time  and  passed. 
4r.  Gkeenup,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
uire  if  any,  or  what,  alterations  ought  to  be 
de  to  ^e  act,  passed  the  seventh  day  of  June, 
i  thoasand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  enti- 
j  "An  act  concerning  invalids,^*  made  a  report ; 
licb  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  Committee  of  the 
hole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  next  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
bole,  Mr.  Co^b  in  the  Chaur,  on  the  petition  of 
laphras  Jones,  merchant,  of  New  York.  This 
tiiion  respected  a  ship  that  had  not  been  regis- 
ed  in  due  time,  as  an  American  bottom.  The 
tition  prayed  for  the  remission  of  certain  duties 
:urred  in  consequence  of  this  neglect  After 
me  discussion,  wherein  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr. 
wDoys,  Mr.  Swift,  and  Mr.  Gilbert,  spoke,  the 
tmmittee  rose ;  the  Chairman  reported  progress, 
d  a>>ked  leave  to  sit  again.  This  was  negatived, 
d  the  petition  was  referred  back  to  the  former 
nmittee. 

A  report  was  read,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
,  as  to  the  distribution  of  the  laws.  It  was  or- 
red  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  a  Committee 
the  Whole.  The  committee  recommended  that 
ere  should  be  printed  three  thousand  copies, 
mplete  up  to  the  end  of  the  present  session,  of 
e  laws ;  and  an  equal  number  in  future.  Part 
jre  to  be  printed  in  German.  They  were  all  to 
!  distributed  among  the  several  States.  Every 
inter  of  a  newspaper  in  the  United  States,  who 
a  prove  that  he  has  printed  the  whole  in  his 
(vspaper,  is,  at  the  end  of  each  session,  to  receive 

e  sum  of dollars  of  compensation.    But 

>ti  is  not  to  be  given  to  more  than  two  printers  in 
0'  one  town. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
>e  committee  to  whom  were  committed  the 
uendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
kUUed  I*  An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non- 
Mnoiissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of 
>e  Militia  of  the  United  States,  when  called  into 

ctual  service,  and  for  other  purposes;^'  where- 

pon, 


Baolted^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
amendments  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  end  of 
the  said  bill,  with  an  amendment 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  how  far  the  Post  Office  law  has  been  car- 
ried into  effect,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  Public  Debt 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  began  by  observ- 
ing, that,  having  brought  in  the  report  which  was 
under  consideration,  it  might  be  expected  that  he 
should  enter  into  some  details,  explanatory  of  the 
views  of  the  select  committee  in  making  it  The 
subject  was  one  which,  from  its  being  necessarily 
connected  with  numerical  statements  and  dry  calcu- 
lations, would  be  likely  to  fatigue,  were  it  not  at 
the  same  time  rendered  highly  interesting,  by  its 
immediate  connexion  with  the  ease  and  comforts 
of  our  constituents,  and  the  credit  and  prosperity 
of  our  country.  He  should,  therefore,  with  confi- 
dence, anticipate  the  attention  of  the  Committee, 
while  he  developed  the  principles  of  the  report, 
and  pointed  out  the  beneficial  consequences  which, 
in  his  estimation,  would  result  from  the  adoption 
of  it 

A  proper  consideration  of  the  plan  reported 
would  lead  to  the  following  inquiries :  1st  Whnt 
is  the  actual  amount  of  the  Debt?  2d.  What  is 
the  actual  state  of  our  revenue  ?  8d.  What  will 
probably  be  the  state  of  our  revenues  for  a  series 
of  years  to  come,  excluding  the  casualty  of  war  ? 
4th.  Whether  all  the  existing  revenues  ought  to 
be  kept  in  existence  for  a  period  commensurate 
with  the  existence  of  the  Debt,  or,  if  short  of  that 
period,  for  what  length  of  time  ?  6th.  What  dis- 
position ought  to  be  made  of  any  annual  surplus 
of  revenue  which  may.  exist,  after  satisfying  the 
annual  appropriations  for  the  current  expenditures, 
the  interest  of  the  Debt  and  the  sum  annually 
redeemable  ?  6th.  Whether  the  sale  of  the  West- 
ern lands  ought  at  this  time  to  be  resorted  to,  as 
an  auxiliary  resource  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Debt? 

1st  The  actual  amount  of  the  Debt  Mr.  S.  stated 
to  be  as  follows : 

Total  of  six  per  cent  stock,  when  the 

whole  shall  oe  sulMcribed   -  •        $27^667,116 

Six  per  cent,  stock  standing  to  the  credit 
of  certam  States      •  -  •  2,846,066 


Total  of  deferred  stock 

Total  of  three  per  cents.,  about 

Total  of  Domestic  Debt  • 


$29,902,172 
14.961,086 
20,000,000 

$64,868,208 


Of  the  above  sum,  it  was  necessary  to  remark, 
that  about  $2,500,000  still  remained  in  the  shape 
of  registered  and  unsubscribed  Debt,  the  greatest 
part  of  which  it  was  presumable  would  soon  be 
subscribed;  and  that  the  sum  of  $2,265,022  was 
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now  the  property  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  subject, 
nevertheless,  to  redemption,  on  the  same  terms  as 
the  remainder  of  the  Debt 

Such  being  the  state  of  the  Debt,  and  the  Go- 
vernment having  reserved,  by  the  law  which 
modified  it,  a  right  to  redeem  it,  by  payments  not 
exceeding  in  each  year  the  sum  of  eight  dollars 
on  every  hundred  dollars  of  the  six  per  cent  Mock, 
for  principal  and  interest,  it  would  be  seen  that, 
stating  the  six  per  cents,  at  $29,902,172,  the  two 
per  cent  on  account  of  principal,  which  the  Go- 
vernment has  the  right  to  pay,  will  be  the  sum  of 
$598,043;  which  sum,  with  the  interest  annually 
liberated  thereby,  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the 
annual  instalments,  according  to  the  right  reserv- 
ed, until  the  year  1801,  when  the  further  sum  of 
$299,021,  being  the  two  per  cent  on  the  deferred 
Debt,  must  be  provided  for  the  annual  payment  of 
that  two  per  cent,  besides  the  sum  of  $897,062,  as 
an  annual  provision  for  the  interest,  which  will 
then  become  payable  thereon.  Some  calculations 
would  be  hereafter  exhibited  to  nhow  the  operation 
of  these  payments  on  account  of  the  principal  of  the 
Debt,  and  the  length  of  time  requisite  for  the  com- 
plete discharge  of  the  whole  of  the  six  per  cents., 
and  deferred  Debt 

2d.  The  second  consideration  was,  the  state  of 
our  resources. 

After  a  survey  of  the  state  of  our  burdens — a 
picture  which,  however  unavoidable,  and  the  ne- 
cessary price  of  our  liberties,  was  still  an  unpleas- 
ant one — it  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  every 
patriotic  eye,  to  survey  the  interesting  picture 
which  the  present  state  of  our  revenues  exhibit- 
ed. The  beauty  of  this  picture  was  considerably 
heightened  by  contrasting  it  with  the  gloomy 
scenes  displayed  in  the  Old  World,  where  the 
great  and  powerful  nations  of  Europe  were  heap- 
ing burden  upon  burden  on  their  distressed  sub- 
jects, and  exhausting  their  resources  and  their 
strength  in  a  conflict  the  most  bloody  and  obstinate 
that  history  had  recorded,  while  this  happy  coun- 
try, under  the  auspices  of  peace  and  the  smiles  of 
Providence,  was  increasing  in  its  population,  its 
commerce,  and  its  strength,  in  a  progression  which 
outran  all  calculation. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1793,  there  existed  a 
surplus  of  revenue  beyond  the  appropriations  of 
$2,487,181. 

At  the  close  of  the  present  year,  1794,  notwith- 
standing the  extraordinary  and  heavy  expenditures 
of  this  year,  for  the  building  of  frigates,  fortifica- 
tions, purchase  of  military  stores,  and  the  expen- 
sive supplies  for  the  Western  Army  under  General 
Wayne,  a  surplus  is  stated  of  $842,425. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1796,  the  probable  sur- 
plus is  estimated  at  $700,000;  after  discharging 
out  of  the  revenues  of  that  year  the  enormous  sum 
of  $1,122,569,  for  the  expense  of  the  army  employ- 
ed to  suppress  the  rebellion  in  Pennsylvania,  in  ad- 
dition to  a  heavy  expense  for  the  regular  Military 
and  Naval  Establishments,  and  a  further  sum  for 
fortifications. 

While  we  exult,  said  Mr.  S.,  at  this  flourishing 
aspect  of  our  afiFairs,  ought  we  to  withhold  our 
gi-atitude  from  those  to  whose  steady  policy  and 


judicious  arrangements  our  country  is  in  no  snail 
degree  indebted  for  such  blessings  ?  He  was  happy, 
for  one,  to  avail  himself  of  this  opportunity,  while 
he  gloried,  as  an  American,  in  the  unparalleled 
prosperity  of  his  country,  to  tender  his  small  trib- 
ute of  approbation  to  those  who  had  contributed, 
by  their  firmness  and  wisdom,  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  our  country,  and  to  fill  the  coffers  of  oar 
Treasury,  by  an  excellent  system  of  administration. 
To  the  President,  who  had,  at  a  most  critical  pe- 
riod, by  his  magnanimous  conduct,  stemmed  a  tor- 
rent which  was  hurrying  us  away  to  a  destractire 
war,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  whose 
unremitting  and  assiduous  labors  had  given  enerrj 
and  system  to  the  complex  machinery  of  an 
extensive  and  intricate  Department,  (and  to  whose 
fidelity  and  services  a  large  committee  of  this 
House  had  borne  testimony  at  the  last  session,)  he 
felt  that  much  was  due,  and  thus  feeling,  he  coald 
not  on  this  occasion  suppress  the  seuUmentshehad 
expressed. 

It  is  evident,  said  Mr.  S.,  from  the  above  riev 
of  our  revenue,  and  the  appropriations  to  which 
it  is  subject,  that  there  will  be  a  surplus  adeqaate 
to  the  discharge  of  the  instilment  which  the  Gor* 
ernment  has  the  right  to  redeem  in  the  year  Wil. 

8d.  The  next  subject  of  inquiry  is,  whether  the 
state  of  our  revenues  for  a  series  of  years  will  he 
likely  to  enable  the  Government  to  continue  the 
regular  and  gradual  discharge  of  the  future  instal- 
ments? 

A  view  of  this  part  of  the  subject  must  cxcludei 
altogether  the  idea  of  a  foreign  war,  for  all  must 
agree  that  such  a  national  calamity  would  at  the 
same  time  dry  up  the  sources  of  some  of  oar  bestj 
revenues,  and  divert  others  from  those  channels 
in  which  they  would,  in  times  of  peace,  flow  for  the 
beneficial  purposes  of  reducing  the  Debt:  a  war. 
while  it  would  necessarily  interrupt  the  payment  of 
the  existing  Debt,  would  as  certainly  create  a  ne» 
one,  proportioned  to  the  nature  and  duration  of 
such  war.  Our  calculations  must  therefore  be 
predicated  on  a  state  of  peace,  and  Grod  forbid,  said 
Mr.  S.,  that  we  may  ever  have  to  make  them  oq 
any  other  hypothesis  ? 

The  existing  revenues  arise  from  the  followingj 
sources,  and  are  estimated,  in  round  nambers,  at 
the  following  sums,  viz : 

Impost  and  tonnage 

Excise     -  -  - 

Carriage  tax 

Snuff  and  sugar  tax 

Auction  tax 

Licenses  for  retailing  winea,  iic 


$5,500,000: 
400,000 


$160,000 

90,000 

40,000 

100,000 


S80.000J 


Surplus  of  dividend  on  Bank  stock  and 
Post  Office      ....  ^! 

|6.85n.ov'0 

The  charges  which  will  probably  exist  for  a  se- 
ries of  years,  may  be  estimated  as  follows,  lyi- 

Civil  List  -  -  -  $600,000 

Interest    on    Foreign  and    Do- 
mestic Debt'    -  -  -  8,100,000 

Military  Establishment,   includ- 
ing pensions    -  -  -  1,600,000 
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al  Estftbli^hment,  includ* 
IC  p«>nsiott3 

Ti'st  on  temporary  loaiM 
It-house  establifihments  • 


Sorplua 


400,000 

100.000 

24,000 

5,624,000 
726,000 


16,360,000 


'he  result  of  the  above  comparative  view  of 
permanent  revenues  and  expenditures,  which 
obviously  to  a  certain  extent  conjectural,  ex- 
Its  a  surplus  of  above  seven  hundred  thousand 
lars,  which  will  furnish  more  than  the  requisite 
II  for  the  annual  redemption,  until  the  year 
il,  when,  as  already  shown,  further  sums  will  be 
nted,  to  meet  the  deferred  Debt. 
A'iib  respect  to  the  above  statement  of  our 
enaes  and  expenses,  the  following  observa- 
ns  occur:  1st  With  respect  to  our  revenues — 
e  impost  and  tonna^  are  estimated  to  pro- 
ce  the  sum  of  (5,600,000 ;  but  this  calculation, 
jnderstand,  is  bottomed  on  the  imports  of  the 
»8ent  year,  which,  it  has  been  suggested  to  me 
persons  of  commercial  knowledge,  greatly  ex- 
kl  the  ordinary  importations,  and  are  attributa- 
i  to  the  prodigious  emigrations  to  this  country, 
uch  are  likely  to  be  diminished  when  peace 
Ices  place,  and  therefore  likely  to  cause  a  di- 
ioution  hereafter  of  this  branch  of  revenue. 
lould  this  suggestion  be  well  founded,  and  the 
Tenue  from  impost  be  reduced,  the  defalcation 
ill  be  probably  counteracted  by  a  proportional 
mase  of  the  product  of  the  internal  duties,  some 
which  have  hitherto  yielded  much  less  than 
ley  ought  to  have  done,  from  obstructions  which 
t  every  day  lessening,  and  others  are  of  too  re- 
nt a  date  to  furnish  a  guide  to  an  accurate  esti- 
•te  of  their  ultimate  product.  We  may  rea- 
)flably  hope  that  the  latter  as  well  as  the  former 
iU  ere  long  yield  a  much  larger  sum  than  that 
''  which  they  are  estimated.  2d.  With  respect 
*  the  expenditures :  The  only  prospect  of  a  favor- 
i>le  alteration  in  that  estimate  arises  from  the 
lilitary  Establishment,  a  reduction  of  which,  to 
'ty  considerable  extent,  would  be  a  handsome 
idilion  to  the  surplus.  But  this  is  more  to  be 
oped  than  expected.  The  precarious  situation 
f  our  extensive  frontiers,  will,  for  some  time, 
reclude  every  rational  expectation  of  any  con- 
derable  diminution  of  the  Army;  and,  even 
bould  it  take  place,  it  is  not  improbable  that  a 
art  of  the  savings  in  that  respect  may  be  required 
JT  Indian  presents,  and  trading  houses,  for  the 
reservation  of  peace.  So  in  regard  to  the  annual 
'aval  Establishment,  which  is  estimated  at  four 
iQndred  thousand  dollars;  the  savings  which  a 
^auction  of  that  establishment  would  produce, 
?ou\il  necessarily  be  diverted  to  the  payment  of 
I'i  Algerine  tribute.  We  ought  not,  therefore,  to 
eokon  on  much  more  than  the  annual  surplus 
iwve  stated,  for  several  yen/s  to  come.  Events 
'"'1  determine,  in  the  year  1801,  when  the  interest 
in  the  deferred  Debt  shall  become  payable,  whe- 
her  any  further  revenues  will  be  then  wanted  for 
"»«t  purpose.    The  next  subject  of  inquiry,  is,  8d, 


Whether  all  the  present  revenues  ought  to  be  kept 
in  existence  for  a  period  commensurate  with  the 
Debt,  or  if  short  of  that  period,  what  ought  to  be 
the  term  of  their  duration?  On  this  point  we 
must  anticipate  a  diversity  of  sentiment  in  the 
Committee.  It  will  probably  be  said,  that  as  the 
laws  of  last  session,  imposing  duties  on  certain  in- 
ternal objects,  were  merely  experimental,  and 
therefore  limited  in  their  duration  to  the  term  of 
two  years,  it  would  be  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
forestall  a  judgment  of  their  utility  and  operation, 
and  to  repeal  the  clauses  of  limitation  before  we 
had  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  their  effects  on 
our  constituents ;  that  there  is  a  prospect  of  the 
revenues  arising  from  impost  and  tonnage,  and 
from  distilled  spirits,  being  hereafter  adequate,  by 
their  'future  increase,  and  by  a  probable  reduction 
of  our  permanent  expenses,  to  a  full  provision  for 
all  necessary  object<«.  without  the  aid  of  these  new 
resources ;  and  that,  at  any  rate,  it  ought  to  be  left 
to  the  Legislature  which  may  exist  at  the  epoch 
when  those  laws  shall  expire,  to  judge  of  the  fit- 
ness of  a  continuance  of  them,  or  of  a  substitution 
of  other  taxes,  should  further  taxes  be  necessary ; 
that  we  should,  at  this  session,  content  ourselves 
with  furnishing  the  means  for  the  instalment  of 
the  ensuing  year,  and  leave  it  to  our  successors,  of 
whose  zeal  we  ought  to  entertain  no  doubts,  to  do 
their  duty,  as  we  shall  have  done  ours. 

To  remove  the  weight  of  these  objections,  two 
points  must  be  investigated;  1st.  Whether  the 
revenues  arising  from  impost  and  tonnage,  and 
from  distilled  spirits,  will  alone  be  competent  to 
the  •  permanent  expenses  of  the  Union,  and  the 
regular  discharge  of  the  Debt?  2d.  Whether,  ad- 
mittihg  the  necessity  of  further  resources,  those  of 
last  session,  arising  from  internal  objects,  are  not 
the  most  likely  to  meet  the  general  approbation  of 
the  country  ? 

1st.  Some  remarks  already  made  apply  to  the 
first  point,  and  elucidate  the  inadequacy  of  the 
duties  arising  from  impost  and  tonnage,  and  from 
distilled  spirits,  to  the  payment  of  our  annual  ex- 
penses and  the  regular  discharge  of  the  Debt 
This  point  will  be  more  clearly  ascertained  by 
stating  that  the  aggregate  product  of  those  reve- 
nues is  estimated  at  $5,900,000,  whereas  the  per- 
manent expenditures,  and  the  sum  annually  re- 
deemable of  the  Debt,  amount  to  $6,224,000,  leav- 
ing a  deficiency  of  $324,000,  which  must  be  sup- 
plied by  other  taxes.  It  must  be  further  observed, 
that  this  statement  does  not  look  beyond  the  end 
of  the  year  1800,  for  the  year  1801  will  call  for 
much  further  revenues ;  an  annual  provision  must 
then  be  made  for  the  interest  on  the  deferred  Debt, 
and  another  provision  for  the  redemption  of  the 
capital ;  the  former,  as  before  stated,  will  require 
the  sum*  of  $897,062,  and  the  latter  the  sum  of 
$299,021,  making  together  $1,196,083.  Hence  it 
is  demonstrable  that  there  will  be,  without  the  aid 
of  the  new  internal  taxes,  an  annual  deficiency, 
until  the  end  of  the  year  1800,  of  $324,000,  and  an 
annual  deficiency  after  the  year  1800  of  $1,520,088. 

To  these  authentic  statements,  it  is  no  answer 
to  say  that  the  other  revenues  may  be  increased, 
and  that  the  permanent  expenditure  may  in  future 
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ye&rs  be  diminished  to  such  extent,  as  to  obviate  a 
recurrence  to  further  aids.  With  an  equal  share 
of  the  prophetic  gift,  I  have  as  much  right  to  say 
that  the  former  may  be  diminished,  and  the  latter 
may  be  augmented  to  such  extent  as  to  increase 
the  deficiency.  But  even  admitting  the  hypothesis 
of  an  increment  of  revenue  and  a  diminution  of  ex- 
pense, is  there  no  valuable  object  to  vrhich  any 
occasional  surplus  may  be  applied?  Would  not 
the  application  of  it  to  the  Sinking  Fund  be  at- 
tended with  the  most  advantageous  consequences  ? 
Would  not  the  annual  purchase  of  the  Debt  great- 
ly accelerate  the  extinguishment  of  that  curse,  as 
it  has  been  so  emphatically  called,  that  scourge  •  of 
nations,  that  parent  of  excises,  the  horror  of  a  free 
people,  that  rallying  point  of  the  factions,  that  vital 
nourishment  of  the  clubs,  the  standard  of  the  an- 
archist, and  bug-bear  of  the  ignorant  ?  Shall  we 
trifle  with  such  a  foe,  when  we  have  in  our  hands 
the  means  to  subdue  him  ?  Shall  we  throw  over 
this  monster  only  a  flimsy  net-work  which  he  will 
break  through  in  a  few  years,  when  we  have  the 
power  to  chain  him  down  forever?  Shall  we 
administer  only  tampering  medicines  for  this  great 
State  malady,  as  it  has  been  termed,  when  we  can 
perform  a  radical  cure?  Shall  we  exhibit  our- 
selves as  State  empirics  playing  mountebank 
tricks  with  this  deep-rooted  distemper,  this  cancer 
on  the  body  politic,  when  we  hold  the  proper  re- 
medy to  extirpate  it  ?  Shall  we  be  mere  dabblers 
in  a  matter  of  so  much  lasting  importance  to  the 
energy  and  prosperity  of  the  nation  ?  No,  sir,  let 
us  seize  with  ardor  on  this  occasion,  let  us  with 
avidity  embrace  the  opportunity  which  a  kind 
Providence,  and  the  wisdom  of  our  public  admin- 
istrators, has  afforded  us,  of  striking  at  the  root  of 
this  national  evil;  let  us  improve  all  the  means 
which  the  virtuous  acquiescence  of  our  fellow-ci- 
ti2ens  has  set  before  us,  to  liberate  our  country  from 
a  Debt,  which,  though  honorable  in  its  origin,  wise 
in  its  modification,  and  Justin  its  principles,  cramps 
our  natural  energy,  enfeebles  our  means  of  de- 
fence, and  absorbs  those  resourcfcs  which,  with 
proper  application,  would  render  us  at  all  times  a 
valuable  ally  and  a  formidable  enemy.  Let  us 
avail  ourselves  of  the  present  era  of  peace  and 
prosperity,  to  lay  a  solid  foundation  for  our  future 
grandeur.  A  few  years  more  of  such  times,  and 
we  shall  have  so  far  cut  down  that  Debt,  which 
now  exhausts  one-half  of  our  revenues,  as  to  be 
enabled,  with  the  existing  taxes,  to  equip  a  con- 
siderable fleet,  to  be  fortitied  against  any  invasion, 
and  to  have  a  military  .strength  which  will  set  at 
defiance  any  nation  which  may  be  so  rash  as  to 
quarrel  with  us.  It  is  therefore  no  less  our  in- 
terest than  our  duty  to  make  at  this  time  a  serious 
and  a  great  effort  to  diminish  the  Debt,  and  to  es- 
tablish a  permanent  system  for  that  salutary  ob- 
ject There  can  be  little  doubt,  that,  in  so  doing, 
we  shall  anticipate  the  sanguine  expectations  and 
cordial  wishes  of  our  fellow-citiasens  throughout 
the  Union.  The  President  has  expressed  the 
same  sentiment ;  the  House  indeed,  seemed  to  be 
under  a  similar  impression,  when  they  unani- 
mously acceded  to  the  proposition  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  make  at  the  beginning  of  the  session, 


and  which  was,  that  *'  Further  provision  ought  to 
be  made  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt;  and, 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  a  plan 
for  that  purpose."  The  House,  in  directing  the 
Committee  to  report  a  'plan,  undoubtedly  metnt 
something,  not  temporary  and  annual,  but  system- 
atic and  permanent  A  plan  excludes  the  idea  of 
an  annual  or  biennial  arrangement;  it  contem- 
plates an  arrangement  unfluctuating  and  durable. 
Any  modification  therefore  of  the  Debt  which 
would  be  exposed  to  change  and  instability,  woald 
be  as  repugnant  to  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
House,  as  already  expressed,  as  to  the  wishes  and 
feelings  of  our  constituents. 

No  further  argument  being,  it  is  presumed,  ne- 
cessary to  evince  the  expediency  of  drawing  into 
our  coffers  other  revenues  than  those  arising  from 
commerce  and  from  distilled  spirits.,  I  proceed 
to  the  second  consideration.  2d.  Whether  the 
duties  and  taxes  imposed  at  the  last  session  oa 
internal  objects,  be  not  preferable  to  any  others? 

Those  duties  and  taxes  are,  on  manuiactared 
sugar  and  snuff,  on  carriages,  on  licenses  for  re- 
tailing wines  and  foreign  spirituous  liquors,  and 
on  sales  at  auction,  the  duration  of  which  is  limit- 
ed to  the  end  of  the  session  of  Conjijess,  subse- 
quent to  the  month  of  June,  1796.  From  the  n- 
rious  objects  of  taxation  which  presented  them- 
selves, these  were  at  the  last  session  selected  br  a 
committee  composed  of  a  member  from  each 
State;  they  were,  after  a  full  discussion,  agreed 
to  by  large  majorities  in  both  Houses ;  they  hare 
been  in  operation  many  months,  and  no  complaint 
has  yet  reached  our  ears ;  Congress  have  been  ia 
session  near  two  months,  and  no  petition  has  ap- 
peared against  them,  no  motion  for  the  repeal  of 
any  of  them.  To  these  indirect  evidences  of  their 
propriety,  it  may  be  added,  that  they  carry  irith 
them  direct  testimony  of  their  merits;  they  are 
paid  by  those  classes  of  the  community  who  can 
well  afford  it ;  they  are  simple,  easy  and  cheap  in 
their  collection :  there  are  no  other  taxes  which 
can  be  recommended  by  so  many  considerations ; 
they  are  as  popular  as  taxes  can.  be ;  were  they 
less  so  than  I  believe  they  are,  the  application  of 
them  to  so  popular  an  object  will  undoubtedly 
make  them  as  much  so  as  we  can  desire ;  if  there 
should  be  any  sting  in  any  of  them,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  good  they  will  do,  will  remove  it 

To  what  other  source  shall  we  apply!  The 
impost  is  at  its  n^  pluB  ultra ;  this  is  universally 
agreed :  Stretch  the  cord  again,  and  I  predict  that 
it  will  snap.  The  excise  on  distilled  spirits  is  not 
proposed  to  be  raised;  shall  we  lay  a  land  tax? 
Unless  we  wish  to  excite  a  general  clamor  through- 
out this  country,  that  subject  ought  not  to  be  med- 
dled with ;  let  it  remain  as  our  grand  resource  in 
case  of  war,  when  dire  necessity  shall  compel  a  re- 
sort to  it,  and  when  Americans  will  submit  to  it 
with  cheerfulness. 

Impressed  with  the  solidity  of  these  considera- 
tions, the  Select  Cohimitteo  have  recommended  a 
continuance  of  these  taxes  to  the  year  1801.  It 
would  perhaps  have  been  expedient  to  have  pro- 
posed  a  permanent  appropriation  of  them  uniil 
the  extinguishment  of  the  Debt;  a  spirit  of  con- 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS- 


1018 


EMBBJC,   1794.] 


Public  Debt 


[H.  OP  R. 


lion  indaced  a  compromise  which  fixed  on 
epoch,  when  the  Deferred  Debt  bec6roe8  pay- 
,  and  when  the  Legislature  will  decide  from 
then  ^tate  of  things,  whether  those  or  other  re- 
lies shall  be  requisite.  Anxious  as  I  am,  that  no 
calties  may  hereafter  interrupt  the  completion 
this  desirable  work,  my  own  opinion  is,  that 
«  taxes  should  now  be  permanently  appropri- 
1  to  the  redemption  of  the  Debt,  not  liable  to 
repealed,  unless  others  of  equal  value  shall  be 
stituted.  The  Committee  will  decide  whether 
D  right  in  this  opinion,  or  whether  their  dura- 
I  ought  to  be  limited  to  a  period  when  they  will 
bably  he  still  more  necessary  than  at  present 
th.  As  to  the  disposition  of  any  annual  surplus, 
rhe  Select  Committee  have  reported  that  the 
plus  of  revenue  which  may  hereafter  exist,  af- 
satisfying  all  legal  appropriations,  ought  to  be 
lually  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  the  Pub- 
Dt^bt. 

iVe  may  entertain  a  reasonable  expectation, 
t,  in  times  of  public  tranquility,  and  without 
intervention  of  any  unfortunate  <!ontingency, 
existing  revenues  will  in  some  years,  perhaps 
every  year,  yield  an  overplus  after  discharging 
j  current  demands  and  the  redeemable  part  of 
}  Debt;  that  overplus  will  be  advantageously 
ployed  in  buying  up  the  Debt.  This  appropria- 
n  may  be  made  in  two  modes,  either  by  now 
glaring  by  law  that  such  surplus,  at  the  end  of 
!ry  year,  shall  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the 
bt,  unless  the  same  shall  be  required  for  the  pub- 
exigencies,  and  be  specially  appropriated  there- 
by act  of  Congress  (of  which  kind  of  appropri- 
on  there  is  a  precedent  in  our  statute  books,)  or 
recommending  it  by  a  resolution  of  this  House 
future  Houses,  to  make  such  annual  appropria- 
ns.  The  first  mode  appears  the  most  efi9caciou8 
d  siystematic 

With  this  auziliaiy  fund,  a  considerable  impres- 
»Q  on  the  Debt  may  be  annually  made  by  pur- 
ftses ;  already  the  interest  fund,  arising  from  in- 
rest  moqey  liberated  by  antecedent  purchases 
d  payments  into  the  Treasuiy,  amounts  to  the 
nual  sum  of  77,164  dollars;  this  fund  being  ap- 
ied,  as  fast  as  it  passes  into  the  hands  of  the 
immissioners,  to  further  purchases,  is  annually 
gmenting,  with  all  tlie  velocity  of  compound 
terest;  the  accretion  of  the  annual  surplusses 
ill  still  add  to  its  celerity ;  the  operation  there- 
re,  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  will  form  a  valuable  aid 
the  redemption  fund.  Both  these  funds  will 
i  annually  performing  their  operations ;  the  re- 
tmption  fund  will  annually  discharge  that  part 
the  principal  of  the  six  per  cents,  redeemable 
f  law,  even  when  the  Debt  is  above  par;  the 
nking  Fund  will  buy  it  up  on  beneficial  terms 
ben  under  par,  besides  operating  on  the  three  per 
ints  and  deferred. 

6th.  The  last  point  relates  to  the  Western  lands, 
)r  the  sale  of  which  the  Committee  have  recom- 
lended  a  provision  at  the  present  session. 
On  that  subject,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark, 
itatmuch  doubt  is  entertained  by  judicious  men, 
rhether  this  is  the  proper  season  for  proceeding  to 
iie  sale  of  thofie  landa. 


On  the  one  hand,  it  is  suggested  that  the  pre- 
sent state  of  war  in  that  country  would  either  im- 
pede the  sale  or  render  it  unprofitable ;  that  Con- 
gress ought  therefore,  to  take  no  steps  in  regard  to 
that  property,  until  a  settled  and  lasting  peace 
shall  have  been  established.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  prospect  of  an  approaching  peace  and  the  pre- 
sent rage  for  land  speculation  seem  to  invite  to  the 
experiment.  If  adventurers  are  disposed  to  pur- 
chase, notwithstanding  the  war,  on  terms  advan- 
tageous to  the  United  States,  there  appeared  no 
good  reasons  why  the  Government  should  not, 
as  early  as  possible,  avail  itself  of  this  auxiliary 
resource  to  reduce  its  Debt.  The  purchasers  in 
this  case  run  all  risks,  and  take  upon  themselves 
all  hazards;  the  Government  has  no  other  care 
than  either  to  sell  for  ready  money  or  to  have  the 
contracts  well  secured.  Should  it  be  thought 
however  that  any  sales,  prior  to  a  peace,  will  be 
disadvantageous  to  the  United  States,  it  will  in 
that  case  be  proper  to  introduce  in  the  bill  a  clause 
declaring  that  the  sales  shall  not  commence  until 
the  PaBsroENT  shall  by  proclamation,  have  an- 
nounced a  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes.  Mr.  S. 
then  said,  having  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  touched  on 
the  dififerent  points  resulting  from  the  report,  and 
on  the  subjects  incident  to  a  due  consideration 
of  it,  I  shall  conclude  with  a  few  miscellaneous 
observations,  not  immediately  falling  under  any 
of  the  above  heads.  Though  they  will  be  more 
obvious  and  applicable  when  the  details  of  the  bill 
shall  come  under  consideration,  yet  it  may  not  bo 
altogether  useless  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  them  at  this  time. 

1st  The  first  consideration  which  occurs  as  a 
matter  of  detail,  is  the  doubt  whether  the  payment 
of  two  per  cent  on  the  principal  of  the  Debt  is  to 
extend  to  that  portion  of  six  per  cent  stock  which 
has  been  purchased  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund?  It  appears  to  me  expedient  that 
it  should :  in  that  case,  the  amount  so  paid  must 
be  appropriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund ;  and  the  in- 
terest liberated  by  each  annual  payment,  must  go 
to  swell  the  payment  of  the  ensuing  year,  for  it 
will  be  observed  that,  according  to  the  right  re- 
served, each  annual  payment  on  account  of  prin- 
cipal, will  be  larger  than  the  payment  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  by  the  addition  of  the  interest  liber- 
ated in  that  year :  by  the  existing  laws,  the  inter- 
est on  the  Debt  purchased  is  appropriated  to  the 
Sinking  Fund ;  a  repeal  of  that  appropriation  will 
therefore  be  necessary. 

2d.  The  next  consideration  which  arises  is,  by 
whom  shall  these  payments  of  redemption  be 
made?  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
present  themselves  as  the  most  proper  persons. 
The  moneys  requisite  for  the  purpose  will  be  placed 
at  their  disposal,  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury. They  will  keep  two  separate  accounts,  one 
relating  to  the  redemption  of  the  Debt  by  annual 
payments,  the  other  relating  to  the  purchase  of  the 
Debt 

3d.  Some  difficulties  may  be  suggested  on  the 
score  of  the  certificates. 

Are  new  certificates  to  be  issued  at  every  an- 
nual payment?    Or,  are  the  payments  to  be  en- 
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dorsed  or  noted  on  the  certificates,  or  only  enterecf 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  in  each  creditor's 
account? 

How  is  a  purchaser  to  know  the  value  of  a  cer- 
tificate, and  what  steps  ought  to  be  adopted  in  re- 
lation to  certificates  in  Europe?  It  may  be  expe- 
dient to  vest  a  discretionary  power  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  regulate  these  details  in  the  manner  most 
convenient  to  the  creditors,  consistent,  however, 
with  a  due  regard  to  the  Treasury  arrangements. 

4th.  Another  point,  of  no  less  doubt  and  of  equal 
importance  with  the  foregoing  will  arise,  i.  e, 
whether  the  two  per  cent  on  account  of  principal 
shall  be  made  quarter  yearly  or  annually ;  this 
doubt  will  require  Legislative  decision.  The  ad- 
vantage of  paying  it  quarterly  will  be,  that  it  will 
prevent  the  collection  of  largo  sums  at  the  end  of 
the  year  in  the  Treasury  \  but,  as  no  interest  in 
that  case  will  be  stopped  till  the  end  of  the  year, 
expediency  dictates  that  the  payment  of  the  two 
per  cent,  should  be  made  at  the  end  of  each  3'ear. 
Mr.  Smith  concluded,  with  observing,  that,  from 
the  calculations  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  it  ap- 
peared that,  from  the  mere  operation  of  the  Re- 
demption Fund,  the  present  six  per  cent  Debt 
would  be  paid  off  in  less  than  23  years,  and  the 
deferred  in  less  than  29 ;  there  would  then  remain 
only  the  three  per  cent,  and  Foreign  Debt ;  but  the 
combined  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund  would 
greatly  accelerate  the  discharge  of  the  whole,  and, 
should  the  Legislature  think  proper  to  increase  our 
revenues  by  new  taxes,  we  might  soon  expect  to 
see  a  complete  discharge  of  the  Debt  At  all 
events,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  will  be  a  consolation  to 
us  all  as  we  grow  old,  that  the  older  we  grow  the 
nearer  we  approach  that  happy  period,  when  our 
country,  liberated  from  its  burdens,  shall  rise  with 
a  vigor  and  elasticity  which  will  protect  our  liber- 
ties from  every  external  aggression,  and  preserve  to 
us,  and  perpetuate  to  our  posterity,  every  internal 
blessing. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr,  Dexter,  Mr.  Hillhousb, 
and  Mr.  Fitzsiuons,  also  spoke.  The  Committee 
then  rose,  and  leave  was  granted  for  them  to  sit 
again. 

Wednesday,  December  24. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  determining  the 
Northern  boundary  of  the  Territory  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

On  the  question,  that  the  House  w*ill,  on  Friday 
next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  said  bill,  it  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  and  report  the  means  of  providing  for 
the  payment  of  the  third  instalment  due  on  a  Loan 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  for 


the  payment  of  any  insialroenU  which  mar  'j 
due  on  Foreign  Loans  in  the  year  one  thouNaa 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  made  a  r«r-irl 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committefi  t) 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Friday  acr. 
The  House  asrain  resolved  itself  into  a  Comi 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  th«  (y^ 
mittee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  i^ 
the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt;  and,  after  ^ 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  andK 
ported  progress. 

Friday,  December  261 

Two  other  members,  to  wit,  Jebexiah  Wah 
WORTH,  from 'Connecticut,  and  Samuel  Smite,  tV^i 
Maryland,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  io  q 
House. 

A  petition  of  William  and  Archibald  M'Nei 
of  Boston,  in  the  State .  of  Massachusetts,  ro{M 
makers,  was  presented  to  Uie  House  and  red 
praying  a  remission  of  the  duties  accruing  ori 
quantity  of  hemp  and  yarns  imported  in  the  tn 
Betsey,  in  the  month  of  November,  1793,  whivi 
was  consumed  by  fire,  together  with  other  pq 
perty  of  the  petitioners,  on  the  30th  day  of  Jilj 
last 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  ti 
Mr.  Yen  ABLE,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Claibokm 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof^  an*!  re 
port  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thcreapoo,  (i 
the  House. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSE,  from  the  committee  appointed 
presented  a  bill  for  the  ascertainment  of  ceTwi 
losses  of  the  officers  of  Government  and  o'^ 
citizens,  by  the  insurgents  in  the  Western  cou^i 
ties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  providing  some  pre>ier| 
relief  to  the  sufferers;  which  was  read  twice,  ad 
committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  el 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of  the  committei 
appointed  to  inquire  and  report  the  means  of  pr> 
viding  for  the  payment  of  the  third  instalmtoi 
due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  Un  t^l 
States,  and  for  the  payment  of  any  instalmtru 
which  may  fall  due  on  Foreign  Loans,  in  the  ytu 
1795 ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  tbe  C.»iD- 
mittee  rose,  and  reported  tbe  following  re;?o]uti'«, 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tbe  Hihj^ 
viz: 

Resolted^  That  provision  be  made,  by  lav,  f«f 
the  payment  of  any  instalments  of  Foreign  Loans 
which  may  fall  due  in  the  year  1795 ;  and  for  the 
payment  of  the  third  instalment  due  on  a  I/^aa 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stated  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  any  Foreign  Loans  hereU>ivire 
made. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  par- 
suant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Sedc^ 
WICK,  Mr.  QiLES,  and  Mr.  Ikvine,  do  prepare  aoii 
bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  Uf^'-^^ 
that  the  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  amcndtoent 
of  this  House  to  the  amendment  proposed  bj  tj'^ 
Senate  to  be  added  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  enut'efi 
^*  An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non-comoi)* 
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led  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  Mi- 
,  of  the  United  States,  when  called  into  actual 
'ice,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  do  insist  on 
r  amendment  to  the  said  bill.  They  desire  a 
ference  with  this  House  on  the  subject-matter 
.he  said  amendment,  and  have  appointed  ma- 
ers  at  the  same  on  their  part 
*he  House  proceeded  to  consider  so  much  of 
said  message  as  desires  a  conference  with  this 
iii;e  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amendments 
tending  between  the  two  Houses  to  the  said 

\V  hereupon, 
Reiolvedt  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
i  conference,  and  that  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Dbar* 
fcN,  and  Mr.  Datton,  be  appointed  managers  at 
'  same  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
klr.  Sbdowick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
;sented  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  cer- 
n  instalments  of  Foreign  Debts,  and  of  the  third 
italment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of 
I  United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
mmittedL 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 

the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  acty 

titled  ^*  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 

turalization.** 

Mr.  GiLKS  proposed  to  amend  the  intended  test 

a  citizen,  by  adding,  after  **  two  witnesses  giv- 
g  evidence  as  to  his  moral  character,"  these 
ords :  ^'  attached  to  a  Republican  form  of  Qo- 
imment**  He  thought  this  test  proper,  to  pre- 
int  those  poisonous  communications  from  £u- 
)pe,  of  which  gentlemen  were  so  much  afraid. 

Mr.  Dkxtir  preferred  saying  **  attached  to  the 
on^titution  of  the  United  States.'* 

To  this  amendment  Mr.  Giles  had  little  or  no 
bjection. 

Mr.  BofTDiNOT  did  not  see  the  use  of  either 
mendment  It  was  only  giving  unnecessary 
rouble.  The  oath  which  the  person  himself  must 
ike,  was  suflScient  for  expressing  his  fidelity  to 
tie  Government  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Nicholas  considered  both  the  amendment, 
nd  the  clause  to  which  it  was  annexed,  as  unne- 
essary ;  and  even  if  in  themselves  proper,  they 
rere  misplaced.  Ho  thought  both  equally  super^ 
iuous.  They  should  have  been  inserted  in  the 
Hith  of  allegiance  of  the  man  himsel£ 

Mr.  Datton  hoped  that  the  whole  clause  would 
)e  rejected.  He  should  be  against  it,  unless  the 
lature  of  the  evidence  was  referred  to  a  Court  of 
Justice.  He  foresaw  many  difficulties  arising  to 
poor  men  in  attempting  to  get  two  such  witnesses, 
(t  might  suit  extremely  well  with  merchants  and 
men  of  large  capital,  who  had,  he  supposed,  been 
illoded  to  the  o^er  day,  under  the  title  of  merit- 
orious emigrants.  He  was  not  so  anxious  for  them 
«K  for  useiful  laboring  people,  who,  as  he  thought, 
would  be  more  likely  to  do  good.  This  class,  how- 
ever, had  never,  it  was  likely,  troubled  their  heads 
ibout  forms  of  Government  He  further  objected 
to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
that  the  word  Republican  was  entirely  equivocal. 

This  title  was  fusomed  by  many  Governments  in 


'{lurope,  which  were  upon  principles  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  ours.  Some  of  them,  such  as  Poland, 
had  been  Aristocracies  of  the  most  hideous  form. 

Mr.  Dexter  hoped  that  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Giles  would  not  pass,  [Mr.  Giles  had,  as  before 
noticed,  consented  to  withdraw  it];  not  so  much 
for  the  sake  of  the  principle,  as  of  the  language 
in  which  it  was  expressed.  The  word  Republican 
implied  so  much,  that  nobody  could  tell  where  to 
limit  it  Why  use  so  hnckneyed  a  word  ?  Many 
call  themselves  Republican,  who,  by  this  word, 
mean,  pulling  down  every  establishment:  they 
were  mere  Anarchists. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSE  was  equally  against  the  clause 
and  amendment  Mr.  Dexter  and  Mr.  Giles 
previously  declared  themselves  extremely  doubtful 
whether  they  should  even  vote  for  the  clause,  when 
amended  in  their  own  wayl 

Mr.  Giles  felt  himself  extremely  surprised  to 
hear  it  asserted  on  the  floor  of  Congresd,  that  the 
words  "  Republican  form  of  Government'*  meant 
anything  or  nothing.  He  read  a  passage  from  the 
Constitution,  whereby  a  Republican  form  of  Go- 
vernment is  guarantied  to  each  of  the  United  States 
composing  the  Union.  He  should,  therefore,  have 
imagined,  that  the  words  were  well  understood 
from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  the  other.  He 
did  not  expect  such  criticism.  He  was  not  sure 
if  he  should  vote  for  the  clause  at  all ;  but  if  he 
did  so,  he  should  wish  the  best  to  be  made  of  it. 
He  then  altered  his  amendment  to  these  words: 
**  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  Sutes." 

Mr.  Dayton. — With  all  the  ambition  of  that 
gentleman  [Mr.  Giles]  to  be  called  a  Democrat, 
both  he  and  Mr.  D.  would  more  properly  be  called 
Republicans.  He  again  vindicated  his  assertion 
as  to  the  equivocal  meaning  of  the  word.  A  Ve- 
netian or  Genoese  might  come  to  this  country, 
and  take  the  oath  as  proposed,  and  then  excuse 
himself  by  saying,  ^*  it  was  the  Republican  form 
of  my  own  country  which  I  had  in  view.*'  One 
of  the  best  writers  on  the  British  Constitution  had 
called  that  also  a  Republic. 

Mr.  Madison  was  of  opinion  that  the  word 
was  well  enough  understood  to  signify  a  free  Re- 
presentative Government,  deriving  its  authority 
from  the  people,  and  calculated  for  their  benefit ; 
and  thus  far  the  amendment  of  his  colleague  was 
sufficiently  proper.  Mr.  M.  doubted  whether  he 
himself  should,  however,  vote  for  the  clause,  thus 
amended.  It  would  perhaps  be  very  difficult  for 
many  citizens  to  find  two  reputable  witnesses, 
who  could  swear  to  the  purity  of  their  principles 
for  three  years  back.  Many  useful  and  virtuous 
members  of  the  community  may  be  thrown  into 
the  greatest  difficulties,  by  such  a  procedure.  In 
three  years  time  a  person  may  have  shifted  his 
residence  from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  the 
other.  How  then  was  he  to  find  evidence  of  his 
behaviour  during  such  a  length  of  time  ?  But  he 
objected  to  both  amendments  on  a  different  ground. 
It  was  hard  to  make  a  man  swear  that  he  preferred 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  to  give 
any  general  opinion,  because  he  may,  in  his  own 
pnvate  judgment^  think  Monarchy  or  Aristocracy 
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better,  and  yet  be  honestly  determined  to  support 
this  Qovernment  as  he  finds  it. 

Mr.  HiLLHousB  then  .proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  insert,  that  '*  evidence  should  be  produced 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  CourL" 

Mr.  Dexter  mentioned  the  abuses  that  have 
happened  in  the  present  form  of  admitting  citi- 
zens. He  did  not  comprehend  the  argument  of 
Mr.  Datton,  that  it  would  be  more  easy  for  a 
rich  than  for  a  poor  man  to  get  evidences  to  swear 
to  his  having  resided  in  the  country.  If  he  had 
not,  the  fact  was  of  a  notorious  nature.  It  would 
likewise  be  as  easy  for  a  poor  man,  as  for  a  rich 
one,  to  get  an  attestation  of  his  character.  The 
point  of  residence  was,  in  itself,  but  little.  A  man 
may  have  resided  here  for  a  long  time,  and  de* 
frauded  the  citizens,  which  would  be  no  recom- 
mendation. 

Several  other  gentlemen  spoke.  The  resolution 
finally  passed. 

The  second  resolution  produced  a  long  conver- 
sation, in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Murray  de- 
clared, that  he  was  quite  indifferent  if  not  fitly 
emigrants  came  into  this  Continent  in  a  year's 
time.  It  would  be  unjust  to  hinder  them,  but  im- 
politic to  encourage  them.  He  was  afraid  that, 
coming  from  a  quarter  of  the  world  so  full  of  dis- 
order and  corruption,  they  might  contaminate  the 
purity  and  simplicity  of  the  American  character. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 


MoNDAT,  December  29. 

A  petition  of  Nehemiah  Somes,  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  a  remission 
of  the  duties  accruing  on  a  quantity  of  salt,  which 
he  imported  in  the  ship  George,  from  Lymington, 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  was  con- 
sumed, together  with  the  store-houses  in  which,  it 
was  deposited,  by  a  late  fire  in  the  said  town. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Yen  ABLE,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Claiborne  ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  manufacturers  of  tobac- 
co, in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  a  revision  of  the  excise  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  so  much  of  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled 
**  An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  re- 
fined sugar,'*  as  imposes  a  duty  on  manufactured 
tobacco,  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and 
report  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public 
Debt 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  an  ac- 
count of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1793,  and  accompanied 
with  an  explanatory  letter  to  him  from  the  Comp- 


troller of  the  Treasury ;  which  were  read,  a&J  c 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GooDBUB  from  the  committee  appoint* 
presented  a  bill  making  further  provision  in  \.is^ 
of  drawbacks ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  coJ 
mitted. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  A 
pare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  better  organizis 
arming,  and  disciplining,  the  Militia  of  the  Ur^it 
States,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  fi-d< 
ed  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  AVq< 
House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  managers  appointed 
the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  coofere 
with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-mattu*  of 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Hou 
to  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  regulate  the  par 
the  non-commissioned  oflScers,  musicians,  and  pi 
vates,  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States^  vl« 
called  into  actual  service,  and  for  other  purpose^ 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordertid 
lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Eo« 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment,  di 
agreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by  \\ 
Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  re^li 
the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  rasi 
cians,  and  privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the  Uniu 
States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  aod  » 
other  purposes ;"  and  do  agree  to  the  said  ameifi^ 
ment,  with  an  amendment  and  modification  of  tq 
same,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Commil 
tee  of  Conference. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  B^H 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  respecting  the  frigat 
authorized  by  the  act  *'  to  provide  a  Naval  & 
ment,'*  made  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Pi 
dent  of  the  United  States,  conformably  to  tt^ 
resolution  of  the  16th  instant;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed 
presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acti 
imposing  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States ;  which  was  rest 
twice,  and  committed.  ' 

Mr.  Blount,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wen 
committed  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  5e^ 
nate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  appro^ 
priations  for  the  support  of  Government,  for  tb^ 
year  1795,"  made  a  report     Whereupon, 

Hesolved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  tlM 
said  amezidments. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  providing  for  ibe 
payment  of  certain  instalments  of  Foreign  DtbJs 
and  of  the  third  instalment  due  on  a  Loan  ma  ii' 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

[A  report  was  read  from  a  committee,  respect- 
ing a  demand  made  on  account  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  The  particulars  were  briefly 
thus:  Fifty  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  he- 
longing  to  the  public -were  brought  by  sea  froa 
North  Carolina  to  this  city,  and  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  been  employed-  by  the  Secre- 
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f  of  the  Treasurer  to  insure  them.  This  was 
le  IS  to  the  whole  sum,  excepting  some  hun« 
ds  of  dollars,  and  reasons  were  assigned  why 
insurance  could  not  be  immediately  completed, 
a  Tery  short  time  news  came  that  the  ship  was 
t  away^  and  the  money  thrown  overboard.  The 
estion  now  was — Who  should  pay  the  small  sum 
;  covered  by  the  insurance,  and  the  premium  of 
it  greater  part,  which  was  insured?  The  whole 
oand  was  about  fourteen  hundred  dollars.  The 
icers  of  the  Treasury  considered  the  claim  of 
!  Bank  as  fair,  and  they  accordingly  examined 
1  paid  it:  but,  it  was  next  necessary  to  come 
ward  in  the  House,  and  get  a  particular  act  to 
lemnify  themselves  for  having  done  so.  These 
rticulars  are  the  substance  of  a  statement  made 
this  subject  to  the  House,  by  Mr.  Grove.] 
Mr.  Madisou  had  no  objection  to  the  reason* 
leness  of  the  claim ;  he  only  apprehended  that 
special  appropriation  was  needless. 
Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  said,  there  was  no  doubt  that 
e  thing  was  not  authorized  by  any  act  already 
ide.  The  matter  was  nothing  to  the  Bank,  as 
e  account  had  already  been  settled  by  the  offi- 
rs  of  the  Treasury.  He  said  that  the  insurance 
IS  not  to  be  got  on  money  at  any  time,  as  being 
ible  to  so  many  accidents.  In  the  present  case, 
r  example,  the  underwriters  did  not  believe  that 
te  money  was  really  thrown  into  the  sea.  But 
te  Captain  had  gone  through  the  requisite  form- 
ities,  and  no  more  was  to  be  got  of  him. 
Mr.  Grovi  differed  entirely  both  from  Mr. 
[adison  and  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  in  their  opinion 
ttt  no  law  existed  by  which  the  Treasui*er  of 
Be  United  States  was  authorized  to  pay  this  mo- 
ey.  Was  he  not  authorized  to  bring  this  money 
'om  North  Carolina?  Did  not  this  imply  that 
t  was  warranted  to  be  at  the  expense  of  insuring 
t  Did  it  not  follow  that  he  must  pay  for  insur- 
Qce,  as  other  people  did  ?  And,  as  a  natural  con- 
equence  from  these  premises,  it  followed,  that  if 
7  an  accident  not  imputable  to  him  a  part  of  the 
om  was  not  covered  by  the  underwriters,  the  loss 
last  ultimately  fall  on  the  State.  The  Treasurer 
raa  surely  warranted  to  act  thus,  and  as  surely 
ntitled  to  reimbursement  in  the  terms  now  de- 
nanded. 

Mr.  Datton  had  once  employed  a  friend  to  in- 
are  property  which  was  coming  by  sea  to  him. 
ud  this  friend  omitted  to  do  so,  he  asked  whether 
le  would  have  had  a  claim,  either  in  law  or  just- 
w,  or  in  any  other  way,  to  make  this  friend  re- 
ponsible  for  the  value  of  this  property,  if  it  had 
^n  shipwrecked  and  not  insured?  Certainly 
iot  No  more  had  the  Government  any  right  to 
^tort  upon  the  Bank,  because  a  part,  though  in- 
ieed  a  very  small  one,  of  this  money,  was  un- 
WTered.  Mr.  D.  understood  very  well  the  nature 
of  the  doubt  started  by  Mr.  Madison,  and,  as  he 
[ioderstood  him,  he  was  of  that  gentleman*s  opin- 
|;>Q.  If  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  had  been  to  come 
from  Carolina  by  land,  put  the  case,  that  the  Se- 
w'etary  of  the  Treasury  had  hired  wagons  to  bring 
>S  and  a  guard  to  protect  it:  After  the  wagons 
m  the  guard  had  been  paid  for  and  dismissed, 
vm  It  be  said  that  the  House  was  at  liberty  to  re- 
3d  Cow.— 33 


fuse  reimbursing  what  they  cost  ?  This  he  thought 
a  parallel  case. 

Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
■poke  each  a  few  words.  The  House  agreed  to  the 
report  of  the  Select  Committee. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  **An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization." 

The  motion  before  the  Committee,  made  by  Mr. 
Venabli,  when  they  broke  off  the  last  discussion, 
had  been  to  strike  the  word  **  moral"  out  of  this 
amendment :  **  good  moral  character."  These  three 
words,  altogether,  were  an  addition  of  what  was  to 
be  attested  by  the  witnesses  for  a  candidate  to  ad- 
mission as  a  citizen. 

Mr.  Dbxtbr  opened  the  debate  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Ybnablb  to  the  amendment,  by  saying 
that  he  wished  to  hear  the  reasons  for  it. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  he  did  not  make  the 
motion ;  but  his  colleague,  who  had  made  it,  thought 
that  the  insertion  of  the  word  **  moral"  gave  too 
strict  an  air  to  the  sentence.  This  word  might  be 
hereafter  implied  to  mean  something  relative  to 
religious  opinions. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  remarked,  that  if  no  better  rea- 
son than  that  advanced  by  Mr.  Nicholas  could 
be  given  for  striking  out  the  word  **  moral,"  he 
could  not  agree  to  it.  Moral  is  opposed  to  immo- 
ral, but  has  no  particular  reference  whatever  to 
religion,  or  whether  a  man  believes  anything  or 
nothing.  It  has  no  reference  to  religious  opinions. 
We  can  everywhere  tell,  by  the  common  voice  of 
the  World,  whether  a  man  is  moral  or  not  in  his 
life,  without  difficulty.  In  some  States  of  the 
Union  adultery  is  not  punishable  by  law,  yet  it  is 
everywhere  said  to  be  an  immoral  action.  It  is 
too  nice  to  make  a  distinction  between  a  good 
character  and  a  good  moral  character.  The  word 
good,  itself,  is  very  equivocal  in  its  meaning.  It 
signifies  anything,  everything,  or  nothing.  A  good 
companion  is  one  thing;  a  good  man,  as  applied  to 
wealth,  conveys  a  different  sense ;  and  so  on.  * 

Mr.  B.  Bourne  considered  the  amendment  itself, 
and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Venablb  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  moral,"  as  equally  useless. 

Mr.  Murray  hoped  that  the  word  would  not  be 
struck  out  This  would  be  the  greatest  slander 
ever  cast  upon  the  American  character.  It  would 
excite  the  surprise  of  foreign  nations. 

Mr.  Venablb  had  thought  the  wording  of  the 
phrase  too  strict ;  but  rather  than  have  any  further 
dispute,  he  withdrew  his  motion  for  striking  out 
the  word  "  moral." 

The  clause  was  then  read,  as  amended. 

Mr.  GiLBBRT  thought  that  the  term  of  residence, 
before  admitting  aliens,  ought  to  be  very  much 
longer  than  mentioned  in  the  bill.  The  Chairman 
informed  him  that  the  term  in  the  bill  was  left 
blank. 

Mr.  Sbdowick,  agreed  to  the  idea  of  Mr.  Gil- 
bert. He  wished  that  a  method  could  be  found 
of  permitting  aliens  to  possess  and  transmit  pro- 
perty, without,  at  the  same  time,  giving  them  a 
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right  to  Tote.  He  did  not  know  if  the  Constitu- 
tion authorized  such  a  thing. 

After  some  further  conversation,  the  clause  pass- 
ed. The  third  resolution  in  the  report  was  then 
read  ;  which  was,  that  if  an  American  citizen  chose 
to  expatriate  himself,  he  should  not  he  allowed  to 
enter  into  the  list  of  citizens  again  without  a  spe- 
cial act  of  Congress,  and  of  the  State  from  which 
he  had  gone. 

Mr.  Madison  did  not  think  that  Congress,  by  the 
Constitution,  had  any  authority  to  readmit  Ameri- 
can citizens  at  alL  It  was  only  granted  to  them 
to  admit  aliens. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  was  very  willing  for  his  part,  that 
citizens  who  had  once  expatriated  themselves  should 
never  be  readmitted  again. 

The  Committee,  on  two  successive  motions  to 
that  effect,  from  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Giles, 
rose.  The  Chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


Tuesday,  December  80. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of 
certain  instalments  of  Foreign  Debts,  and  of  the 
third  instalment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Crabb,  of  Amelia  township, 
in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was  presented  and 
read,  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  fund 
a  certificate  for  a  certain  sum  of  money  which 
he  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, in  the  month  of  May,  1785,  and  which,  from 
unavoidable  circumstances,  has  not  been  funded 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Peesidemt  of  the  United  States  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  H<m»e  of  Bepreeeniaiivee : 

I  lay  before  you  a  Report  made  to  me  by  the  Secre- 
tar/  of  War,  respecting  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
Statea.  The  disorders,  and  the  great  expenses  which 
incessantly  arise  upon  the  frontier<i,  are  of  a  nature  and 
magnitude  to  excite  the  most  serious  considerations. 

I  feel  a  confidence  that  Congress  will  devise  such 
Constitutional  and  efiicient  measures,  as  shall  be  equal 
to  the  great  objects  of  preserving  our  Treaties  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  of  attbrdiog  an  adequate  protection 
to  oar  frontiers. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unitxd  States,  December  80, 1794. 

The  said  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  or^ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment 
and  modification  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
amendment  of  this  House,  in  lieu  of  their  amend- 
ment, disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on 
by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  re- 
gulate the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States,  when  called  into  actual  servicei  and  for  other 
purposes."    Whereupon, 


Reeohed,  That  this  House  doth  agiree  lo  the  Bif 
amendment  and  modification. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Coan 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  to  amend  tlM 
act,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  cstabli^  an  unifona  ni!f 
of  naturalization." 

Mr.  HiLLHouBE  moved  as  an  annendment  to  ti» 
clause  before  the  Committee,  that  if  any  citiaa 
the  United  States,  at  any  time  thereafter,  sh 
become  a  citizen  or  subject  of  anj  other  Stat? 
country,  he  should  not  again  be  admitted  an  A 
rican  citizen.    This  amendment  gaTe  rise  to  debttei 

Mr.  Mitrrat  hoped  the  amendment  woold  sbci 
ceed,  and  that  any  citizen  of  the  United  Stitd 
who,  when  out  of  the  United  States,  elected  ts 
be  a  subject  of  any  foreign  Power,  shoeld  daI 
again  be  permitted  to  the  rights  of  complete  d6< 
zenship ;  nor  did  he  think  it  necessary  to  decidi 
the  question  which  had  resulted  finom  the  ing^oi 
ous  arguments  of  his  friend  from  Massaehosc 

tMr.  Dexter,]  whether  a  man  can  ezptf 
liroself  without  the  express  consent  of  the 
munity  or  nation  of  which  be  is  a  citizen  or  sul 
ject  It  was  enough  for  us  to  say,  that  any  ma^ 
who  does  expatriate  himself  from  the  United  Stiio, 
shall  not  again  become  a  citizen.  He  conld  nof 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  MassacboMtts  ii 
the  position,  that  a  man  cannot  expatriate  witlh 
out  the  consent  of  his  country.  The  practice  oi 
this  country  is  a  direct  confutation  of  this  doc 
trine ;  and  it  roust  be  admitted,  either  that  thii 
country  has  trampled  on  the  most  solemn  of  ^ 
cial  and  national  rights,  by  its  practice,  or  that  i 
man  may  leavjs  his  country  and  take  on  bimthJ 
obligations  of  a  new  allegiance  in  this  ooQiiti7.j 
It  seemed  to  him  a  position  as  oomfonnable  t^ 
sound  morals  as  to  politiod  truth,  that  vhat  ^ 
man  has  no  right  to  offer,  another  man,  or  sodetr, 
cannot  rightfully  accept  He  would  infer,  tint 
this  country  had  a  right  to  naturalize  foreigner^ 
because  she  has  naturalized  them ;  and  that  tbic 
country,  by  its  laws,  having  accepted  the  alle- 
giance of  an  alien,  the  alien  had  a  right  to  ofler 
that  allegiance.  The  very  proviso  to  natunliK 
an  alien,  without  inquiry  as  to  the  consent  of  hit 
own  countryi  having  been  previously  obtained, 
seems  to  be  predicated  on  the  principle  for  which 
he  contended— that  a  man  has  the  right  to  expa* 
triate  himself  without  leave  obtained :  if  he  has 
not,  all  our  laws  of  this  sort,  by  which  we  conrert 
an  alien  into  a  citizen  cx)mpletely,  must  be  sc* 
knowledged  to  be  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  na- 
tion&  How  far  a  man,  after  having  been  natani- 
ized  at  a  period  of  life  when  his  reason  enabled 
him  to  choose,  and  to  enter  into  a  solemn  oblip- 
tion,  and  after  he  has  expressly  entered  into  it, 
has  a  right,  without  the  consent  of  the  society,  to 
quit  that  society,  might  be  another  question.  k(- 
ter  a  citizen  throws  off  his  allegiance  to  this  cooq- 
try,  by  leaving  it  and  entering  into  a  new  oblip- 
tion  to  some  other  nation,  though  he  may  hare  a 
right  so  to  do,  he  has  no  right  to  return  to  his  ai* 
legiance  here  without  the  consent  of  this  socidr; 
and  it  is  not  a  question  of  right,  but  of  poUcy, 
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r  fir  we  witl  readmit  him  to  citizenship.  When 
said  that  the  right  of  dissolving  allegiance  mnst 
admitted  both  to  give  exercise  to  a  right  and 
rive  consisftency  to  our  principles  and  practice, 
lid  not  mean  that  a  citizen  could  throw  off  his 
giance  in  this  country,  but  that  he  must  com- 
:e  the  act  of  dissolution  in  some  other  country, 
h  a  principle  would  belong  to  the  theory  of 

dJKsoIution,  rather  than  the  formation  of  a 
I  society;  hence  appeared  to  him  the  strange 
•eism  of  that   law  of  Virginia  which  provides 

the  throwing  off  allegiance  within  the  com- 
nity.    The  consequences  of   such   a  principle 

not  only  destructive  to  the  very  form  and 
\y  of  civil  society,  but  are  unnatural.  They 
sent  a  civilized  being  belonging  to  no  civil  so- 
ijT  on  earth;  for,  in  the  intermediate  state  in 
ich  he  stands,  between  the  allegiance  and  coun- 

he  has  just  disowned,  and  the  allecfiance  and 
intry  to  which  he  may  intend  to  pledge  him- 
r,  he  is  in  the  imaginary  state  of  nature,  which 
in  reality,  an  unnatural  state,  for  a  being  whose 
try  faculty  and  quality  constitutes  him  a  moral 
mt,  surrounded  by  essential  relations,  and,  of 
irse,  impel  him  to  discharge  duties  of  a  social 
ure. 

He  wished  this  Government,  while  it  expressly 
>pted  the  right  of  naturalizing  aliens,  to  do  and 

say  nothing  that  involved  a  contradiction  be- 
een  its  principles  and  practice.  If  it  accepts 
!  allegiance  of  an  alien,  it  presupnoses  that  the 
en  has  the  right  to  tender  his  allegiance;  and 
D  claase  of  the  bill  expressly  requires  of  the 
en  an  abjuration  of  his  former  allegiance,  which 
cerL'linly  proper.  In  doing  this,  the  bill  admits, 
equivocally,  the   right  of  subjects  and  citizens 

expatriate.  The  British  Government,  bv  a 
tnt  of  conformity  between  their  first  principle, 
\M  down  in  their  law  books,  and  the  practice 

Parliament,  have  shown  us  a  singular  mixture 

old  principles  which  the  nation  have  outgrown. 

is  a  maxim  with  them,  that  allegiance  cannot 

dissolved  by  any  change  of  time  or  place,  nor 

the  oath  of  a  subject  to  any  foreign  Power; 
t  they  naturalize  by  act  of  Parliament.  They 
:ept  what  they  declare  by  their  theory  of  civil 
V  cannot  be  rightfully  offered:  nay,  for  one 
Qtary  the  throne  of  England  has  presented  Mo- 
fuhs  who  were  foreigners.  William  of  Orange 
|s  a  Prince,  but  he  was  a  subject,  too,  of  a  fo- 
i^  Power ;  and  George  the  Fir^it  was  a  member 

the  Germanic  body.  There  is  little  danger  that 
izens,  who  are  worthy  of  being  so,  will  throw 
r  their  allegiance  from  the  United  States.  The 
oendment  which  prohibits  their  readmission  to  a 
^rticipution  of  all  the  rights  of  citizenship,  will  be 
Bufficient  penalty,  if  any  be  necessary.  Though 
^y  may  have  a  right  to  expatriate  themselves, 
«re  cannot  be  inferred  a  right  of  returning;  for 
fery  body  politic  must  have  the  right  of  saying 
poa  what  terms  they  will  accept  any  addition  of 
iens  to  their  numbers :  and  the  expatriated  man, 
o  longer  belonging  to  this  society,  and  being  an 
len,  the  Government  may  choose  whether  he  ever 
Wi  enjoy  its  privileges  again. 

Mr.  Baldwui  expressed  the  stroogest  disappro- 


bation at  the  idea  of  expatriating  all  those  of  our 
citizens  who  may  have  become  subjects  or  citizens 
of  another  country.  Many  of  them  had  been  made 
citizens  without  any  solicitation  of  their  own,  and 
merely  as  a  mark  of  esteem  from  the  Government 
under  which  they  lived.  They  had  no  design  what- 
ever of  renouncing  their  country.  Yet  the  House, 
all  at  once,  declares  them  incapable  of  returning  to 
their  former  situation. 

The  amendment  was  negatived.  Tho  Committee 
rose,  the  Chairman  reported  progress,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

Wednesday,  December  31. 

LsMTTEL  Benton,  from  South  Carolina,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat  in  tho  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  covering  sundry  peti- 
tions ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  state- 
ments received  since  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
March  last,  in  the  cases  of  claimants  to  be  placed 
on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  who 
have  obtained  certificates  from  the  Judges  of  the 
Circuit  Courts,  signed  as  Commissioners,  and  from 
the  Judore  of  the  District  of  Maine ;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  CUims. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mitte  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule 
of  naturalization.'* 

Mr.  W.  Smith  made  a  motion  for  striking  out 
the  clause  under  consideration  altogether,  and  leav- 
ing exactly  as  it  now  stands  the  law  regaling  citi- 
zens of  America,  who  became  citizens  of  other 
countries.    This  was  rejected. 

After  some  further  discussion,  Mr.  Giles  pro- 
posed a  new  clause,  which  was  in  substance,  that  all 
such  aliens,  who  hud  borne  any  hereditary  titles,  or 
titles  of  nobility  in  other  countries,  should  make  a 
renunciation  of  such  titles  before  they  can  enjoy 
any  right  of  citizenship.  This  renunciation  is  to  be 
made  in  the  Court  where  they  lay  claim  to  a  right 
of  citizenship.  Mr.  G.  said,  if  wo  did  anythini?  to 
prevent  an  improper  mixture  of  foreigners  with  the 
Americans,  this  measure  seemed  to  him  one  that 
might  be  useful. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  entirely  opposed  to  the  mo- 
tion. An  attempt  of  this  kind  had  been  mode  some 
years  ago  in  the  Legislature  of  one  of  the  States, 
but  dropped  again  as  having  been  seen  to  be  im- 
proper. The  mind  of  the  public  is  completely 
guarded  against  the  introduction  of  titles,  and  they 
will  never  be  current  here.  You  cannot  hinder  a 
man  from  calling  another  a  Viscount  You  cannot 
declare  this  a  crime. 

Mr.  S.  doubted  whether  the  House  had,  by  the 
Constitution,  any  right  of  making  such  a  law. 
They  were  directed  not  to  grant  any  titles,  but 
theb  Authority  did  not  extend  to  the  taking  away 
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of  titles  from  persons  who  were  not  born  in  the 
country.  The  Marquis  de  Lafatette  has  been 
distinguished  all  over  the  Continent  by  the  title  of 
Marquis.  Mr.  S.  hoped  that  he  would  one  day  be 
again  in  America,  and  then  he  would  very  likely  be 
called  Marquis  again.  By  thin  law  it  woula  be 
illegal.  The  member  then  went  into  a  long  detail 
on  English  nobilitv,  and  explained  the  difference  be- 
tween Hcveral  kinds  of  titles. 

Mr.  Gtles  did  not  think  his  motion  positively  ne- 
cessary, but  it  might  be  useful.  It  seemed  to  be  a 
growing  practice  with  some  gentlemen  in  the  House 
to  treat  the  most  serious  subjecta  with  ridicule. 
He,  for  his  own  part,  considered  this  conduct  as 
highly  improper. 

Mr.  Dexteb  was  as  averse  to  titles  as  any  man 
in  the  House,  but  he  did  not  like  to  make  laws 
against  them.  An  alien  might  as  well  be  obliged 
to  make  a  renunciation  of  his  connexions  with  the' 
Jacobin  club.  The  one  was  fullv  as  abhorrent  to 
the  Constitution  as  the  other. 

Mr.  Page  highly  recommended  the  motion  of  his 
colleague.  He  mentioned  a  particular  occasion  at 
New  York,  where  the  word  honorable  had  been  ap- 
plied in  Congress  to  a  particular  body.  He  had 
proposed  to  strike  out  this  word  honorable.  •  He 
was  ridiculed,  but  he  stood  to  his  point,  and  carried 
it  by  a  great  majority.  If  the  Marquis  Lafatette 
was  to  return  to  America,  he  would  behave  with 
the  frank  manners  which  became  a  Republican. 
The  case  might  be  very  different  with  a  British 
Peer  with  his  star  and  garter,  and  other  baubles  of 
that  sort.  If  he  were  called  My  Lord  Duke,  or 
My  Lord,  or  any  other  of  these  foolish  names,  it 
might  tickle  the  ears  of  some  people,  and  make 
them  like  the  custom. 

Mr.  Giles,  in  /eply  to  Mr.  Dexter,  said,  that  if 
a  thing  be  implied  in  the  Constitution,  where  is 
the  harm  of  expressing  it?  This  is  said  to  be 
implied  in  the  Constitution,  and  therefore  it  is 
needless  to  express  it.  Now  this  was  one  of  the 
very  best  arguments  which  could  be  thought  of 
in  tavor  of  the  motion.  At  the  time  when  the 
Constitution  was  made,  nobody  could  foresee  the 
strange  turn  which  affairs  have  taken,  or  that 
there  might  be  a  danger  from  an  inundation  of 
titled  fugitives.  Indeed,  if  no  better  reasoning 
could  be  adduced  against  his  motion  than  that 
employed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
be  was  not  likely  to  think  the  worse  of  it.  That 
gentleman  had  objected  to  the  adoption  of  the  mo- 
tion because  it  agrees  with  the  public  mind.  He 
Bays  that  the  dispositions  of  the  people  will  of 
themselves  bo  sufficient  to  exclude  the  use  of 
titles.  It  was  certainly  no  reason  against  making 
a  law  in  Congress,  that  it  would  exactly  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  people.  The  motion  might  be  use- 
ful. Mr.  G.  hoped  that  it  would  pass.  Foreign- 
ers coming  here  with  titles  never  will  voluntarily 
renounce  them.  Mr.  G.  reminded  the  House  that 
hia  proposal  went  only  to  the  renunciation  of  titles, 
when  the  party  concerned  wanted  to  become  a 
citizen. 

Mr.  W.  SairTH  said,  that  the  fact  was  against 
the  gentleman.  Foreignera  coming  to  this  coun- 
try had  renonnced  their  titlea,  and  called  them- 


selves only  by  their  plain  names.  Why  might 
there  not  be  an  interaiction  against  persons  con- 
nected with  the  Jacobin  club  ?  Why  not  forbid 
the  wearing  of  certain  badges  of  distinction  used  bj 
Jacobins? 

Mr.  Maoisok  approved  of  the  motion.  He  n- 
garded  it  as  exactly  to  the  business  in  baad,  to 
exclude  all  persons  from  citizenship  who  wonid 
not  renounce  forever  their  connexion  with  titin 
of  nobility.  The  propriety  of  the  thing  wooli 
be  illustrated  by  this  reBection,  that  if  any  titled 
Orders  had  existed  in  America  before  the  Revols- 
tion,  they  would  infallibly  have  been  abolished  \>j 
iL 

Mr.  Giles  aaid,  that  the  debate  had  turned  opoo 
these  people  called  Jacobins.  Both  these  and  th« 
persons  with  titles  were  dangerous  to  the  coontry. 
Some  of  the  former  part  of  the  regulations  in  this 
proposed  act  had  an  eye  to  them.  He  would  hare 
more  faith  in  an  individual  who  came  forward  in  n 
open  Court  and  renounced  his  connexions  uitJi 
nobility.  He  was  willing  to  withdraw  for  the  pre- 
sent his  motion. 

The  Committee  went  throu|^  the  bill  and  ro^t 
and  the  Chaurman  reported  it  with  the  amesd. 
menta. 


Thursday,  January  1, 1795. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  letten, 
one  from  Uetah  Forrest,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  State  of  Maryland,  dated  the  twenty-foarih 
ultimo,  stating  the  election  of  Benjamin  Inwards, 
as  a  member  of  this  House,  in  bis  stead,  he  Imf- 
ing  resigned  to  the  Executive  of  the  said  State 
of  Maryland ;  the  other,  from  John  Kilty,  Clerk 
of  the  Council  of  the  said  State,  dated  the  tweotj- 
seventh  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  said  BenjaoiiQ 
Edwards,  informing  him  that  an  attested  eertifi- 
cate  of  his  election  as  a  Representative  for  the 
said  State,  in  the  room  of  the  said  Uriah  Forres; 
had,  by  order  of  the  Council  of  the  said  Stale, 
been  transmitted  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Hoase  of 
Representatives;  which  letters  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  £le^ 
tions,  with  instruction  to  withdraw,  and  report  pre- 
sently thereon. 

Mr.  Datton,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  Uriah  For 
rest  and  John  Kilty,  Clerk  of  the  Council  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

GOVERNMENT  SALARIEa  I 

Mr.  Claiborne  said,  that  he  had  long  waited 
for  some  other  gentleman  to  bring  forward  the 
very  important  proposition  w*hich  at  length  de- 
volved upon  his  hands.  He  was  not  unappH^ 
that  it  would  draw  down  upon  him  the  contempt) 
and  perhnps  the  calumny  too,  of  many.  Bat  ifcc 
consolation  of  having  honestly  dune  hU  doty,  and 
what  the  interest  of  his  country  demanded, 
buoyed  him  above  a  sordid  concern  for  the  oii'i-  j 
cious  reproaches  of  those  whose  private  and  per  | 
sonal  interests  alone  were  affected  by  his  propo^ 
tion,  and  from  whom  alone  he  might  expect  to  bi 
I  attacked.    A  thoromrh  conviotion  of  the  proprie- 
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3f  it  would  be  a  sufficient  salvo  for  even  a  dis- 
lointment,  and  would  enable  him  to  meet,  with 
iposurc  and  firmness,  all  the  heavy  artilicrv  of 
torj  that  might  be  levelled  against  him.  This 
position  was  intended  to  redress  the  greatest 
I  best  founded  complaints  against  the  Govern- 
at,  viz.:  exorbitant  salaries  to  Congress,  and 
Executive  officers  of  Government.  He  was 
re  anxious  about  the  success  of  this  proposi- 
1  than  about  anj  sentiments  which  might  be 
ertained  respecting  the  motives  that  had 
•aght  it  forward,  for  it  was  reduced  almost  to 
ijstem  to  suspect  ^ntlcmen  of  sinister  views, 
0  advance  propositions  respecting  pecuniary 
Iters.  Those  who  share  the  honors  must  be 
ttent  to  share  the  hardships  of  war.  With 
!se  impressions,  he  begged  leave  to  lav  the  fol- 
ring  motion  on  the  table.  He  bad 'intended 
it  it  should  be  more  comprehensive,  but  his 
ids  were  tied  by  the  Constitution. 

'  Renolved,  That  a  committee  ought  to  be  appointed 
bring  in  a  bill,  or  bills,  to  amend  the  act  entitled  an 
fur  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  Executive  officers 
Oorernment,  and  their  assistants  and  clerks ;  and 
set  for  allowing  compensation  to  the  members  of 
i  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
ites,  and  to  the  officers  of  both  Houses,  and  to  re- 
:e  all  such  salaries,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said 
Dinittee,  will  bear  reducing. **    . 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
(nts  reported  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of 
e  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
titled  "  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
laralization." 

Several  gentlemen  spoke  on  this  subject  As 
the  granting  of  privileges  to  aliens,  ^fr.  Madi- 
•N  remarked,  that  there  was  no  class  of  emi- 
%nt8  from  whom  so  much  was  to  be  appre- 
tided  as  those  who  should  obtain  property  in 
ipping.  Much  greater  mbchief  was  to  be 
ared  from  them  than  irom  any  influence  in 
ttes  at  an  election.  If  he  were  disposed  to 
^e  any  distinction  of  one  class  of  emigrants 
ore  than  another,  as  to  the  length  of  time  before 
lej  should  be  admitted  citizens,  it  would  be  as 
the  mercantile  people — as  these  persons  may, 
f  possessing  themselves  of  American  shipping 
id  seamen,  be  enabled  clandestinely  to  favor  such 
U'ticular  nations  in  the  way  of  trade  as  they  may 
link  proper. 

The  House  went  through  the  report  of  the  Com- 
i^tlee,  and  agreed  to  the  amendments. 
Mr.  Giles  then  rose  to  make  his  promised  mo* 
on  as  to  the  exclusion  of  any  foreign  emigrant 
^m  citizenship  who  had  borne  a  title  of  nobility 
i  Kurope  till  he  had  formally  renounced  it.  H!e 
joceeded  to  observe  that,  agreeably  to  the  spirit 
'  the  Constitution,  we  ought  to  have  the  strong* 
ft  possible  evidence  that  people  of  this  descrip- 
'^a  have  renounced  all  pretence  to  a  right  of  this 
*tare,  before  we  admit  them  into  the  bosom  of 
^}f^J'  Moderation  had  been  recommended. 
He  requested  gentlemen  to  observe  that  he  con- 


ducted his  motion  on  the  strictest   principles  of 
moderation.    He  had,  in  a  former  part  of  this  bill, 
voted  for  some  clauses  which  were  intended  to 
guard  the  Government  against  any  disturbance 
from  the  people  called  Jacobins,  when  their  prin- 
ciples should  run  to  a  dangorotis  and  seditious 
extreme.    The  same  spirit  of  candor  and  moder- 
ation which  had  induced  him  to  vote  for  a  pre- 
caution against  the  attempts  of  the  one  party,  now 
led  him  to  propose  a  precaution  against  the  pre- 
judices of  the  aristocrats,  which  were,  upon  the 
whole,  more  hostile  to  ther  spirit  of  the  American 
Constitution  than  those  of  their  antagonists.     He 
also  requested  gentlemen  to  observe  that  his  pres- 
ent motion  went  not  to  the  invasion  of  any  posi- 
tive right.    It  left  the  individual  exactly  where  it 
found  him,  unless  he  aspired  to  be  an  American 
citizen.    Otherwise,  he  might  retain  his  titles  un- 
disturbed as  long  as  he  pleased,     fiut  if  he  wanted 
any  promotion  of  a  civil  nature  in  this  country, 
he  must  rise  to  it  by  conforming  exactly  to  the 
rules  laid  down  by  the  Constitution  itself.    That 
code  had  declared  no  titled  character  admissible 
to  any  civil  rank.     It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that 
people  born  and  nurtured  in  the  lap  of  aristocracy 
would  heartily  renounce  tbeir  titles,  and  become 
all  at  once  sincere  Itepublicans.     It  was  therefore 
highly  improper  that  such  people  should  be  ad- 
mitted.    If  we  are  allowed  to  anticipate  proba- 
bilities, it  seems  highly  probable   that  we  shall 
soon  have  a  great  number  of  this  kind  of  persons 
here.     A  revolution   is  now  going  onward,   to 
which  there  is  nothing  similar  in   history.     A 
large  portion   of   Europe  has   already   declai*ed 
against  titles,  and  where  the  innovations  are  to 
stop,  no  man  can  presume  to  guess.     There  is  at 
present  no  law  in  the  United  States  by  which  a 
foreigner  can  be  hindered  from  voting  at  elec- 
tions, or  even  from  coming  into  this  House ;  and 
if  a  great  number  of  these  fugitive  nobility  come 
over,  they    may  soon    acquire  considerable  in- 
fluence.     The  tone  of  thinking  may  insensibly 
change  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  and  no  per- 
son can  say  how  far  such  a  matter  may  spread. 
After  these,  and  other  prefatory  remarks,  Mr.  0. 
read  a  resolution,  which  was  in  effect  as  follows : 

"  And  in  case  any  alien  applying  for  admission  to 
citizenship  of  the  United  States,  shall  have  borne  any 
title  or' order  of  nobility  in  any  Kingdom  or  State 
from  whence  he  may  come,  he  must  renounce  all  pre- 
tensions to  his  title  before  the  Court  in  which  such  ap- 
plication shall  be  made ;  and  this  renunciation  must 
be  regUtered  in  said  Court" 

Mr.  G.  observed  that  previous  to  the  late  Revo- 
lution the  French  nobility  were,  by  the  lowest 
calculation,  rated  at  twenty  thousand ;  and  as  we 
may  conclude  on  France  being  successful,  a  great 
proportion  of  these  people  may  be  finally  ex- 
pected here. 

Mr.  Dexter  declared  that  he  was  not  Tery 
anxious  against  the  resolution.  He,  however,  op- 
posed it.  He  imagined  that,  by  the  same  mode 
of  reasoning,  we  might  hinder  his  Holiness  the 
Pope  from  coming  into  this  country.  He  entered 
at  some  length  into  the  ridicule  of  certain  tenets 
in   the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  said  that 
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priestcraft  had  done  more  mischief  than  aris- 
tocracy. 

Mr.  Madison  said  that  the  question  was  not 
perhaps  so  important  as  some  gentlemen  sap- 
posed;  nor  of  so  little  consequence  as  others 
seem  to  think  it.  It  is  very  prohable  that  the 
spirit  of  Kepublicanism  will  pervade  a  great  part 
01  Europe.  It  is  hard  to  guess  Tvhat  numbers  of 
titled  characters  may,  by  such  an  event,  be  thrown 
out  of  that  part  of  the  world.  What  can  be 
more  reasonable  than  that  when  crowds  of  them 
come  here,  they  should  -be  forced  to  renounce 
everything  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  did  not  approve  the  ridicule  attempted 
to  be  thrown  out  on  the  Homan  Catholics.  In 
their  religion  there  was  nothing  inconsistent  with 
the  pun^st  Republicanism.  In  Switzerland  about 
one-half  of  the  Cantons  were  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  persuasion.  Some  of  the  most  Demo- 
cratical  Cantons  were  so;  Cantons  where  every 
man  gave  his  vote  for  a  Representative.  Ameri- 
cans had  no  right  to  ridicule  Catholics.  They 
had,  many  of  them,  proved  good  citizens  during 
the  Revolution.  As  to  hereditary  titles,  they 
were  proscribed  by  the  Constitution.  He  would 
not  wish  to  have  a  citizen  who  refused  such  an 
oath. 

Mr.  Page  was  for  the  motion  of  his  colleague. 
It  did  not  become  that  House  to  be  afraid  of  in- 
troducing Democratical  principles.  Tiiles  only 
give  a  particular  class  of  men  a  right  to  be  inso- 
lent, and  another  class  a  pretence  to  be  mean  and 
cringing.  The  principle  will  come  in  by  degrees, 
and  produce  mischievous  effects  here  as  well  as 
elsewhere.  If  such  men  do  come  here,  nothing 
can  be  more  grateful  to  a  Republican  than  to  see 
them  renounce  their  titles.  This  does  not  amount 
to  any  demand  of  making  them  renounce  their 
principles.  If  they  do  not  aspire  to  be  citizens, 
they  may  assume  as  many  titles  as  they  think  fit. 
Equality  is  the  basis  of  good  order  and  societv, 
whereas  titles  turn  everything  wrong.  Mr.  1*. 
said  that  a  scavenger  was  as  necessary  to  the 
health  of  a  city,  as  any  one  of  its  magistrates. 
It  was  proper,  therafore,  not  to  lose  sight  of  equal- 
ity, and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  any  oppor- 
tunities of  being  insolent.  He  did  not  want  to 
see  a  Duke  come  here,  and  contest  an  election  for 
Congress  with  a  citizen. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  was  really  at  a  loss  to  see  what 
end  this  motion  could  answer.  He  agreed  with 
the  arguments  of  Mr.  Giles.  But  the  point  in 
view  was  explicitly  provided  for  already.  By 
takiog  an  oath  of  citizenship,  the  individual  not 
only  renounces,  but  solemnly  abjures  nobility. 
The  title  is  destroyed  when  the  allegiance  is 
broken  by  his  oath  being  taken  to  this  Govern- 
ment. This  abjuration  lias  destroyed  all  connex- 
ion with  the  old  Government.  Why  then  pro- 
vide for  it  a  second  time  ? 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  by  admitting  a  thing  to 
have  been  once  done,  it  was  admitted  that  it 
might  bo  done  again.  If  it  had  been  right  to  do 
it  once,  there  could  be  no  harm  in  repeating  it. 
The  member  then  quoted  Mr.  Dexter,  who  rose 
and  declared  that  the  gentleman  had  misunder- 


stood him.    He  spoke  for  some  time,  and  wba 
he  sat  down — 

Mr.  Giles  declared  himself  incapable  of  ccm- 
prehending  whether  Mr.  Dexter  was  for  his  dc- 
tion  or  against  it.  He  therefore  proceeded  to  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Sedgwick,  whose  chief  ai^meui  Ltd 
been  that  the  thing  was  provided  for  alrea^r. 
He  did  not  suppose  that  tnis  gentleman  v^^Jd 
allege  the  matter  to  be  explicitly  provided  Is. 
It  only  could  be  so  by  implication  ;  which  vu  t 
very  bad  way  of  making  a  law,  because  it  sitre 
room  for  endless  disputes.  If  the  thing  is  iL  it- 
self right,  why  refuse  to  vote  directly  for  it? 
Why  leave  it  only  to  be  implied  ?  He  wished  :• 
let  foreigners  know  expressly  the  ground  apca 
which  they  stood.  Why  not  tell  them  at  oitef. 
and  in  plain  English,  you  must  renounce  jenr 
titles  before  you  can  have  the  privileges  of  u 
American  citizen  ?  Mr.  G.  pressed  home  tbl*  idt^ 
more  than  once.  He  meant  no  act  of  inhospi- 
tality  to  these  emigrants.  He  would  deprive  (kc 
of  no  right,  nor  do  anything  unkind  to  thea. 
But  he  was  entitled  by  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  withhold  this  right  from  them  till  tkcr 
renounced  all  hereditary  titles.  This  was  no  in- 
civility. He  conclude^  by  declaring  thst  he 
would,  if  supported,  call  for  the  yeas  and  navs  oa 
this  question.  A  number  of  members  rose  to 
support  this  proposal. 

Mr.  NicnoLAS  had  no  objection  to  the  motion, 
but  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  The  emi^niiri 
ought  to  be  obliged  to  swear  not  only  that  th«v 
abjured  all  titles  hitherto  received,  but  that  thej 
would  never  accept  of  any  in  future.  He  be 
lieved  that  this  would  hurt  their  feelings,  and. 
sympathizing  with  them,  he  would  not  \ap  ' 
proposal  that  might  add  to  their  distress,  bai 
should  vote  for  the  motion  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  Lee  was  very  sorry  that  the  present  subjctf 
had  been  so  long  agitated — ^he  never  viewed  it  is 
important — but  a  degree  of  importance  had  bets 
now  given  to  it  by  the  calling  of  the  yeas  &ad 
navs. 

IJnder  these  circumstances,  it  appeared  to  )ilj^ 
very  well  calculated  to  impress  on  the  public 
mind,  that  there  was  a  real  danger  of  the  c»ta^ 
lishment  of  nobility  or  aristocratic  orders  in  this 
country;  and  that  those  who  voted  against  this 
motion  were  friendly  to  such  a  change  in  our  po- 
litical system :  and  that  those  who  Toted  for  it 
were  the  only  true  patriots.  He  trusted  so  moeh 
to  the  liberality  of  the  mover  as  to  rely  that  k 
neither  meant  unnecessarily  to  alarm  the  public 
mind,  nor  intended  to  inflict  a  stigma  on  thoi«  gen- 
tlemen who,  entertaining  an  opinion  of  the  fhvolitj 
and  ineffioacy  of  the  morion,  should  vote  against 
it.  Mr.  Lek  would  therefore  impute  the  modoff 
to  the  most  laudable  zeal  to  guard  the  public  lib- 
erty. And  on  this  ground  it  would  be  necessarr 
to  inquire  what  was  the  danger  which  existed 
that  this  provision  was  intended  to  protect  ^ 
from.  The  gentleman  must  have  felt  gmt 
alarm,  or  he  would  not  have  introduced  it.  M^* 
L.  said,  when  he  looked  through  the  ConstitutioQ 
and  Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  particolarlj 
when  he' considered  the  Constitutions  and  laws  of 
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respective  States,  that  he  could  not  see  the 
dow    of  a  foundation  to  build  an  alarm  upon. 

to  mere  empty  names,  as  to  sounds,  we  must 
very  corrupt,  we  must  be  very  ignorant,  if  we 
lid  be  alarmed  by  them.     And  in  S)is  free  eoun- 

every  man  had  a  right  to  call  himself  by  what 
ne  or  title  he  pleased :  and  if  the  mover  thought 
»per  to  change  his  name  fur  any  other  name, 
ind,  or  title,  it  would  neither  add  to,  nor  dimln- 

hia  real  worth  and  importance;  it  would  not 
'e  qoalities  to  his  heart  which  he  had  not  be- 
ef nor  detract  from  those  he  had.  What  were 
i  mischiefs  experienced  in  Europe  from  privi- 
red  orders?  they  did  not  flow  from  the  names 

which  those  orders  were  dbtingoished ;  they 
)i»e  from  the  exclusive  preference  and  privi- 
re^  which  those  orders  possessed  in  political 
;ht3,  and  in  property.  Without  these  their 
les  would  have  been  mere  empty  gewgaws, 
liculoas  in  the  extreme,  and  unworthy  of  the 
eeptance  of  anv  man  of  common  sense.  Titles 
en  did  not  proauce  the  mischiefs ;  but  the  privi* 
res  annexed  to  titles.  Mr.  L.  had  said,  in  this 
•untry  every  man  had  a  right  to  call  himself  by 
bat  name  or  title  he  pleased ;  but  here  no  min- 
lief  could  result  from  it,  because  neither  politi- 
I  rank  nor  property  could  be  attached  to  titles, 
irery  citizen  was  equal  to  his  fellow-citizen  in 
>Iitical  rights;  and  the  laws  of  the  respective 
tates  had  wisely  provided  that  property  could 
!>l  be  accumulated  in  such  a  degree  in  the  hands 
r  irtdividuals  as  to  give  them  an  improper  in- 
aence  in  society,  ny  the  equal  distribution 
f  estates  individuals  are  prevented  from  being  so 
ch  as  to  trample  upon  the  necks  of  their  eqnals. 
ireat  accomulatit>ns  of  property  are  more  likely 
)  fact  to  introduce  fhe  effects  of  aristocracy  than 
^e  ridiculous  names  by  which  individuals  may 
«  distinguished.  It  was  a  slander  upon  the  fun- 
omental  laws  and  political  institutions  of  our 
oantry,  to  suppose  that  a  few  aliens,  fjecause 
hey  had  possessed  titles  in  foreign  countries  after 
av'ing  renounced  their  allegiance  to  those  coun- 
rics,  even  if  they  were  disposed  to  do  it,  could 
•a  it  were  by  mngic,  overturn  the  established 
tabits  of  our  people,  and  tlie  liberty  of  the  Go- 
vernment into  which  they  had  incorporated  thera- 
lelves.  The  body  of  our  citizens  were  too  en- 
ightened,  too  virtuous,  fur  Mr.  L.  to  apprehend 
my  danger  from  so  trivial  a  cause.  If  worthy 
itizens  were  so  corruptible,  and  so  easily  cor- 
rupted, we  roust  relinquish  the  idea  of  ever  being 
^t  to  maint:iin  a  free  and  Republican  Government. 
Bat  our  citizens  eaii  distinguish  between  sound 
ind  reiility.  When  we  passed  the  excise  law,  it 
vas  said  that  the  name  was  odious ;  but  the  Legis- 
latare,  having  a  proper  confidence  in  the  under- 
itinding  of  the  community,  did  not  hesitate  to 
fKias  it;  because  it  was  a  just  and  necessary  one. 
if  nobility  should  ever  unfortunately  be  intro- 
duced into  this  country  (to  which  at  present  every 
mumstnnce  is  hostile,  and  which  Mr.  L,  believed 
iciposftible,  as  long  as  we  adhere  to  our  present 
fundamental  laws  and  virtuous  habits)  it  would 
^  from  internal  corruption,  and  not  because  a 
few  foreigners,  who  once  possessed  titles  ia  their 


native  countries,  may  become  citizens  of  this. 
They  in  fact  can  have  no  privilege  among  us  ia 
consequence  of  any  foreign  title ;  but  must  exist  iu 
perfect  equality  in  all  social  rights  with  the  rest  of 
our  Citizens. 

But  his  colloagne  objected  to  the  qualities  of 
their  hearts.  To  find  out  the  heart  of  any  man, 
would  be  a  difficult  task.  We  are  liable  to  be  de- 
ceived  by  every  description  of  men.  The  profes- 
sions of  over-zealous  patriots  do  not  always  secure 
us  from  their  treason,  or  we  should  not  so  fre- 
quently in  history  read  of  Catilines  and  Cassnrs, 
or  lately  have  witnessed  the  tyranny  of  Robe- 
spierre. All  these  men  were  once  flaming  patriots. 
And  if  zealous  patriots  can  turn  traitors  and  ty- 
rants, was  it  not  as  possible  for  the  member  of  a 
fiireign  privileged  order  to  become  a  good  citizen  ? 
The  truth  is,  professions  and  abjurations  are  no 
certain  proofs  of  the  virtue  and  apprehended  pa- 
triotism of  any  man.  We  are  secure  from  the 
danger,  because  every  citizen  here  is  equal.  No 
privileged  orders  exist  amongst  us,  nor  can  exist, 
unless  the  people  shall  choose  to  change  their  pre- 
sent  Constitution  and  Laws,  which  is  not  to  be 
expected.  Mr.  L.  said,  if  he  understood  his  col- 
league, his  strongest  reason  why  a  foreign  noble- 
man could  not  become  a  good  citizen,  was  the 
education  he  had  received;  the  superiority  which 
he  had  been  accustomed  to  exercise  over  his  fel- 
low men,  and  the  servile  court  he  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  receive  from  them.  It  was,  then,  the 
corrupting  relation  of  lord  and  vassal,  which  ren- 
dered him  an  unfit  member  of  an  equal  Republican 
Government  Mr.  L.  feared  that  this  reasoning 
applied  to  the  existing  relation  of  master  and 
slave  in  the  Southern  country,  (rather  a  more  de- 
grading one  than  even  that  of  lord  and  vassal)  would 
go  to  prove  that  the  people  of  that  country  were 
not  qualified  to  be  members  of  our  free  Republican 
Government  But  he  knew  that  this  was  not  the 
case.  Thouorh  in  that  House  the  members  from 
the  State  of  Virginia  held  persons  in  bondxige,  he 
was  sure  that  their  hearts  glowed  with  a  zeal  as 
warm  for  the  equal  rights  and  happiness  of  men,  as 
gentlemen  from  other  parts  of  the  Union  where 
such  degrading  distinctions  did  not  exist  He  re- 
joiced, that,  notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  cir- 
cumstances of  his  country  in  this  respect,  the  virtue 
of  his  fellow-citizens  shone  forth  equal  to  that  of 
any  other  part  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  h,  was  afraid  that  the  force  of  his  col- 
league's reasoning  might  be  extended  to  throw  an 
improper  imputation  on  the  virtue  of  his  country- 
men, which  he  was  sure  could  not  be  intended. 
But,  Mr.  L.  did  not  think  that  the  citizens  in  the 
South  had  any  right  to  assume  a  superiority  in 
political  virtue,  over  their  fellow-citizens  to  the 
East  He  claimed  to  be  equal,  not  to  be  behind 
them  was  suflScient  glory.'  Mr.  L.  did  not  know 
but  the  proposition,  if  it  had  any  effect,  which  he 
very  much  doubted,  might  collaterally  affect  the 
rights  to  property,  which,  in  the  course  of  time, 
might  devolve  to  aliens  in  the  countries  from 
which  they  came,  which,  he  believed,  his  colleague 
could  not  intend.  In  fine,  Mr.  L.  said,  until  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called  he  had  receiTed  the  propoaltioQ 
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.'18  perfectly  unimportant  and  frivolous.  The  call- 
ing of  the  yeaa  and  nays  had  in  his  mind  given  it 
some  importance.  He  believed  that  it  was  calcu- 
lated, but  he  trusted  that  it  was  not  intended,  to 
spread  an  alarm — a  false  alarm — that  Aristocracy 
M'as  comingf  to  swallow  us  up;  and  to  hold  up  cer- 
tain gentlemen  who  had  opposed  it  as  friends  to 
such  a  system.  Under  such  impressions,  though 
he  was  personally  very  indifferent  whether  it  was 
agreed  to  or  not,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  vote  against 
it ;  not  being  willing  to  countenance  any  measure 
by  which  grroundless  and  unjust  alarms,  jenlousy 
and  suspicions,  might  be  excited,  and  viewing  it  nu- 
gatory in  the  extreme. 

Mr.  Scott  was  sorry  that  so  much  time  had 
been  spent  on  the  motion.  We  are  not  by  the 
Constitution  authorized  to  make  titles;  and  he 
apprehended  that  if  it  was  unlawful  to  manufacture 
M  commodity  at  home,  it  was  unlawfui  to  import  it 
from  abroad.  On  this  account  he  was  for  the 
resolution.  If  once  we  allow  the  thing  to  be 
manufactured  at  all,  he  had  no  doubt  but  titles 
would  be  as  prevalent  here  as  in  Britain.  He 
should  think  it  very  odd  to  see  it  man  sitting  op- 
poKtte  to  him  in  that  House,  with  a  star  and  garter 
on  his  breast  The  emigrant  was  as  welcome  to 
wear  them  as  to  wear  his  hat  Only  let  him  wear 
them  out  of  doors. 

Mr.  Tract  thought  that  more  time  had  been 
spent  upon  the  subject  than  it  was  worth.  He 
mentioned  the  proceedings  of  the  French  Con- 
vention, who,  sometime  before  they  cut  off  the 
head  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  debated  four  days 
upon  what  name  they  should  give  him,  and  at 
last  called  him  EgaliU.  He  feared  that  calling 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  thus  early  would  look  like 
party,  as  if  intended  to  cast  an  odium  on  gentlemen 
who  should  voto  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Dexter  would  vote  for  the  resolution,  if 
the  gentleman  would  agree  to  an  amendment; 
x\-hi(*.h  was,  that  he  renounced  all  possession  of 
tiavea. 

Mr.  Thatcher  moved  as  a  second  amendment, 
**  and  that  he  never  will  possess  them." 

The  words  of  Mr.  Dexter's  amendment  were 
nearly  these:  **  And  also,  in  case  any  such  alien 
shall  hold  any  person  in  slavery,  he  shall  renounce 
it,  and  declare  that  he  holds  all  men  free  and 
equal." 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  he  should  begin  to  think 
hi^4  motion  nf  very  peculiar  importance,  if  such 
extraordinary  resources  were  adopted  to  disap- 
point it  He  was  sorry  to  see  slavery  made  a 
jest  of  in  that  House.  He  understood  this  to  be 
intended  as  a  hint  against  members  from  the 
Southern  States.  It  had  no  proper  connexion 
with  the  subject  before  the  House.  He  had 
therefore  no  scruple  in  voting  against  it  It  was 
calculated  to  injure  the  property  of  gentlemen. 
As  to  slavery,  he  lamented  and  detested  it;  but, 
from  the  existing  state  of  the  country,  it  was  im- 
possible at  present  to  help  it  He  himself  owned 
slaves.  He  regretted  that  he  did  so,  and  if  any 
member  could  point  out  a  way  in  which  he  could 
be  properly  freed  from  that  situation,  he  should 
rejoice  in  it    The  thing  was  reducing  as  fast  as 


could  prudently  be  done.  He  believed  that  }\sxm 
was  infinitely  more  deprecated  in  coantries,  vkeit 
it  actually  existed,  and  consequently  where  itseTili 
were  known,  than  in  other  countries  where  h  w« 
only  an  object  of  conversation.  Gentlemen  had 
objected  to  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  Hsf9 
not  the  public  a  right  to  know  the  sentiments  of 
the  House  on  every  question  ?  Was  it  an?  aaa- 
sual  thing  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays!  Orvas 
there  any  use  for  it  but  that  the  aentimentaof  ereiT 
member  might  be  known  ? 

Mr.  Madisoh  mentioned  regulations  adopted  b 
Virginia  for  gradually  reducing  the  number  «f 
slaves.  None  were  allowed  to  be  imported  io*.* 
the  State.  The  operation  of  reducing  the  noobfr 
of  slaves  was  going  on  as  quickly  as  possible.  The 
mention  of  such  a  thing  in  the  Hoase  had  io  tie 
mean  time  a  very  bad  effect  on  that  species  d 
property,  otherwise  he  did  not  know  bnt  wh»t  He 
should  have  voted  for  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dex- 
ter. It  had  a  dangerous  tendency  on  the  Diiri<h 
of  these  unfortunate  people. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  Mr.  Dexter  had  wm 
than  on  one  occasion  hinted  his  opinion  that  pi»»- 
sessors  of  slaves  were  unfit  to  hold  any  Legislatire 
trust  in  a  Republican  Government.  He  nas  i^. 
licitous  that  before  Mr.  D.  spoke  on  a  sobjeet  ^^ 
would  make  himself  in  some  degree  aeqa-unted 
with  it  He  ought  to  acquire  some  information  ts 
to  the  state  of  the  country,  otherwiNe  his  opinion 
would  fall  into  contempt  with  those  who  kne ir  it. 
Mr.  N.  said,  that  gentlemen  who  possessed  a  tboG> 
sand  slaves  in  Virginia  had  no  more  influence  en 
their  neighbor  who  had  not  one  than  that  neigbbcr 
had  on  them. 

Mr.  Dexter  complained  of  the  attempt  to  Like 
the  yeas  and  nays,  as  a  design  to  hold  up  certH 
people  to  public  odium.  He  would  withdraw  hb 
amendment  if  the  gentleman  would  witbdiav  iii^ 
motion. 

Mr.  Heath  was  unwilling  to  impute  any  nt- 
candid  motivea  to  gentlemen,  but  he  thought  this 
introduction  of  slavery  as  at  best  highly  icD' 
proper.  He  read  a  clause  of  •  the  Constttoti^^fl 
prohibitory  of  proposing  an  abolition  for  minT 
years  to  come.  He  then  asked  how  gentlemen, 
in  the  face  of  an  express  article  of  the  Consiitu- 
tion,  could  propose  an  amendment  like  that  of 
Mr.  Dexter. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  rose  in  some  warmth.  He  wA 
that  there  was  no  design  in  calling  for  the  Te:i9 
and  nays  but  to  fix  a  stigma  upon  gentlemen  in 
that  House  as  friends  to  a  nobility,  when  thoy 
were  no  such  thing,  and  to  raise  a  popular  odio'n 
against  them.  To  propose  an  abolition  of  sbvfrv 
in  this  country  would  be  the  height  of  aia<iaes»^ 
Here  the  shivea  are,  and  here  they  must  rem>m 

A  question  of  adjournment  was  now  carried  by 
43  against  29.  So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Giles  staiMii 
over  till  to-morrow. 


Fridat,  January  2. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Goveriior  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  en- 
closing a  return    of  the    electiou    of  BenjsDDfl 
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'%rd%,  to  5wrve  as  one  of  the  tncmbers  of  this 
se  for  the  said  State,  in  the  room  of  Uriah 
%st,  who  has  resigned  his  seat ;  as,  also,  a  Let- 
rom  the  said  Uriah  Forrest  to  the  said  Governor 
Maryland,  dated  the  eighth  day  of  November 
,  stating  his  resignation;  which  were  read,  and 
Ted  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
s. 

[r.  Datton,  from  the  committee  of  Elec- 
8,  to  whom  was  recommittted  their  report  of 
terday  on  the  letters  from  Uriah  Forrest  and 
10  Kiltj,  Clerk  of  the  Council  of  the  State  of 
ryland,  and  to  whom  was,  this  day,  referred 
Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  with 
enclosures,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read  as 
ows: 

Tbat  it  appears,  from  a  certificate  signed  by  the 
rerDor  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  Council,  and 
ier  tbe  seal  of  the  aaid  State,  that  Benjamin  Ed- 
fdf  was  duly  elected  to  aerve  in  the  House  of  Re- 
»«ntatives  of  tbe  United  States,  in  the  place  of 
i&h  Forrest,  who  bad  resigned  bb  seat. 
'That  the  resignation  of  Uriah  Forrest  satisfacto- 
jT  appears  from  his  Letter  of  the  twenty-fourth  of 
icemb«r,  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
fpresentattves. 

"Retulved^  That,  in  tbe  opinion  of  tbe  committee, 
aijamin  Edwards  is  entitled  to  take  a  seat  in  the 
vuse,  as  one  of  the  Representatives  for  the  State  of 
arylaod,  in  the  room  of  Uriah  Forrest." 

The  said  resolution  was  again  read,  and,  on  the 
lesiion  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Mr.  EnwAaos  then  appeared,  and  the  oath  to  sup- 
i>rt  tbe  Constitution  of  the  United  States  being  ad- 
linistered  to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  be  took  his 
^t  in  the  House  as  one  of  the  Representatives 
ir  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the  room  of  Uriah 
orrest 

NATURALIZATION  BILL 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
mcndments  reported  on  Wednesday  last  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  the  bill  to  amend 
^^  act  entitled  *'  An  act  to  esUblish  an  uniform 
ule  of  naturalization."    Whereupon, 

The  amendment  moved  yesterday  to  the  said  bill 
cing  under  consideration,  in  the  words  following, 
Dwit; 

'I  And  in  case  any  sach  alien  applying  for  admission 
t>  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall  have 
•onie  any  hereditary  title,  or  been  of  any  of  the  orders 
I  oobility  in  the  Kingdom  or  State  from  which  he 
!^«*  in  addition  to  tbe  requisites  of  this,  and  the  be- 
*f^.''^cited  act,  be  shall  make  an  express  renunciation 
'f  his  title,  or  order  of  nobility,  in  tne  Court  to  which 
u«  application  shall  be  made,  before  he  shall  be  enti- 
^^u  tu  flucb  admission ;  which  renunciation  shall  be 
tcorded  in  tbe  said  Court" 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  amend  the 
5*id  amendment,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the 
»ords  foUowing  to  wit : 

"And.  also,  in  case  such  alien  shall,  at  tbe  time  of 
hU  application,  hold  any  person  in  slavery,  he  sball  in 
the  same  manner  renounce  all  right  and  claim  to  hold 
«ocli  penoo  in  aiavery." 


On  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the 
said  amendment  to  the  amendment, 

Mr.  Bourne  said  he  was  against  both  amend- 
ments. He  saw  no  use  either  for  the  one  or  the 
other.  He  recapitulated  the  numerous  checks 
which  the  Constitution  had  framed  against  nobility 
getting  into  it  He,  therefore,  with  all  these  checks, 
could  see  no  danger  from  it  So  much  for  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  proposal.  He  next  considered  it 
in  a  diiferent  point  of  view.  A  foreigner  comes, 
perhaps  with  a  title,  which  he  has  derived  from  a 
long  train  of  ancestors,  and,  with  a  very  pardonable 
infirmity,  he  is  fond,  he  is  perhaps  proud,  of  this 
badge  of  nobility.  Is  it  polite,  is  it  generous,  to 
force  him  to  renounce  it  ?  If  it  is  an  hereditary 
title,  he  can  renounce  only  for  himself.  His  children 
still  inherit  the  right  Mr.  K  wished  both  amend- 
ments withdrawn. 

Mr.  RuTHERTORD  ssid,  the  people  of  America 
had  an  exceeding  aversion  to  the  bubble  of  nobil- 
ity. He  had  so  much  confidence  in  the  wisdom, 
good  sense,  and  public  spirit  of  the  gentlemen  in 
this  House,  that  be  was  sure  the  amendment  would 
be  carried  by  a  very  great  majority.  •  He  was 
equally  certain  that  the  amendment  of  the  other 
gentleman  [Mr.  Dexter]  would  be  rejected.  It 
went  to  wound  the  feelings  and  alienate  the  affec- 
tions of  six  or  eight  States  in  the  Union.  He  was 
against  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  wished  for  a  silent 
vote. 

Mr.  McDowell. — When  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  first  brought  forward  the  motion  on 
the  table,  Mr.  McD.  could  not  think  he  was  sin- 
cere, from  the  idea  which  he  had  formed  of  the 
candor  and  good  sense  of  that  gentleman.  But, 
much  to  his  surprise,  Mr.  D.  persisted  in  support- 
ing the  propriety  of  his  motion,  which  is  not  only 
an  indirect  attack  on  the  State  Governments,  but 
even  on  tbe  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  members  of  this  House  who  represent  the 
Southern  States.  This  amendment  not  only  tends 
to  irritate  the  minds  of  members,  but  of  thousands 
of  the  good  citizens  in  the  Southern  States,  as  it 
affects  the  property  which  they  have  acquired  by 
their  industry.  Thus  it  cools  their  affections  to- 
wards the  Government,  as  they  will  find  that  one 
part  of  the  Government  is  about  to  operate  on 
their  property  in  an  indirect  way.  The  gentleman 
dare  not  come  directly  forward,  and  tell  the  House, 
that  men  who  possess  slaves  are  unfit  for  holding 
an  office  under  a  Republican  Government  Mr. 
McD.  recalled  to  the  mind  of  the  House  the  con- 
duct of  the  people  that  compose  the  Southern 
States,  during  the  late  war,  and  their  struggle  for 
American  Independence.  He  then  bade  the  House 
review  the  behaviour  of  their  Representatives, 
under  the  present  Government,  and  say  whether 
they  do  not  partake  more  of  the  Republican  spirit 
than  the  members  from  the  Eastern  States.  The 
latter,  also,  no  doubt  had  members  who  did  honor 
to  the  States  which  they  represented,  and  to  the 
United  States.  He  thought  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Dexter  partook  more  of  monarchical  or  de- 
spotic principles  than  any  thing  which  he  had 
seen  for  some  time.  What  right  had  the  House 
to  say  to  a  particular  class  of  people,  you  shall  not 
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hare  that  kiod  of  property  which  other  people 
have  ?  This  was  the  langaage  of  the  motion,  and 
he  considered  it  as  highly  unjust  Mr.  McD. 
wished  the  gentleman  to  consider  what  might  be 
the  consequence  of  his  motion,  at  this  time,  when 
the  West  Indies  are  transformed  into  an  immense 
scene  of  slaughter.  When  thousands  of  people 
had  been  massacred,  and  thousands  had  fled  for 
refuge  to  this  country,  when  the  proprietors  of 
slaves  in  this  country  could  only  keep  them  in 
peace  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  was  this  a  time 
for  such  inflammatory  motions  ?  He  was  amazed 
that  a  gentleman  of  whom  he  had  so  high  an  opin- 
ion, could,  for  a  moment,  embrace  an  idea,  which 
was,  in  all  points  of  view,  so  extremely  improper 
and  dangerous. 

Mr.  Dbxtkr  chiefly  excused  his  motion  be- 
cause the  other  gentlemen  had  been  for  taking 
the  yeas  and  naysL  The  tenor  of  his  argument 
seemed  to  be  this :  You  want  to  hold  us  up  to  the 
public  as  aristocrats.  I,  as  a  retaliation,  will  hold 
you  up  to  the  same  public  as  dealers  in  slaves. 
Mr.  D.,  however,  did  not  wish  to  irritate.  He 
for  that  •  reason,  withdrew  his  motion,  under 
the  hope  that  the  yeas  and  nays  would  not  be 
taken. 

Mr.  GiLcs  said,  that  no  person  could  be  more 
anxious  than  himself  to  conciliate.  But  he  could 
not  submit  to  purchase  conciliation  by  sacrificing 
his  opinion,  or  betraying  his  duty.  He  should,  on 
that  account,  stand  by  his  amendment  It  had 
been  said  that  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  up  to  popular  detestation 
a  certain  party  in  that  House.  Such  an  idea  had 
never  entered  into  his  mind.  He  then  commenced 
a  vindication  of  the  propriety  of  his  amendment 
against  the  observations  of  Mr.  Bourne,  who  had, 
among  other  things,  alleged  that  it  had  no  proper 
relation  to  the  spirit  of  the  Naturalization  Bill. 
After  defending  it,  on  this  quarter,  Mr.  G.  pro- 
ceeded to  answer  something  that  had  been  alleged 
yesterday  against  his  amendment  This  was  that 
it  had  been  calcukited  to  hold  up  an  idea  to  the 
world,  that  there  was  a  party  in  that  House  in 
favor  of  Aristocracy.  If  there  is  no  such  party, 
a  general  vote  for  the  amendment  will  prove  that 
this  report  is  without  foundation.  In  reality,  there 
is  no  connexion  between  the  amendment  and  any 
such  scheme.  The  idea  must  have  been  in  the 
head  of  the  member  himself.  It  is  not  the  amend- 
ment, but  the  use  which  the  gentleman  makes  of 
it,  that  can  have  any  tendency  that  way.  Mr.  G. 
never  could  have  thought  of  such  a  way  of  hold- 
ing up  a  party.  As  to  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Dbxtkb,  he,  Mr.  G.,  held  property  sacred,  and  never 
could  have  consented  to  prohibit  the  emigrant  no- 
bility from  having  sUves  any  more  than  other  peo- 
ple. But  as  for  titles  of  nobility,  they  were  quite 
A  different  thing.  They  were  but  a  name,  and  peo- 
ple were  not  obliged  even  to  give  them  up,  unless 
they  wanted  to  become  American  citizens.  As  the 
call  of  yeas  and  nays  had  given  such  uncommon 
uneasiness,  he,  for  his  own  part,  should  give  it  up. 
He  was  careless  how  the  vote  was  taken.  The 
other  gentlemen  who  supported  his  call  might  act 
for  themselves. 


Mr.  Lbb  said,  he  hoped  that  to-day  the  ques- 
tion would  have  been  taken  without  furUier  debate; 
he  had  no  disposition  to  say  any  thing  more  on  it; 
and  should  have  remained  silent  if  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Giles]  had  not  made  some  strictures  on  tb« 
observations  which  fell  irom  him  on  the  precediog 
day. 

Mr.  L.  repeated,  that  he  had  not  viewed  tlte 
motion  of  any  importance  till  the  yean  and  nars 
were  called — that  in  itself  it  could  do  no  good. 
He  maintained,  however,  that,  under  its  present 
aspect,  it  was  well  calculated  to  alarm  the  pob-| 
lie  mind  about  a  danger  that  did  not,  and  oouM 
not,  exist,  under  the  circumstances  of  our  coqd- 
try ;  and  that  particularly  to-day,  it  had  more  the 
appearance  of  an  engine  to  exalt  the  patriotisDi  o(! 
some  gentlemen,  and  throw  an  unjust  odium  on 
others.     He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  this  was  the 
design  of  it    But  it  being  nugatory  in  itself,  and 
the  danger  against  which  it  was  said  to  guard  ^^ 
being  too  ridiculous  to  excite  a  momentary  ap- 
prehension in  the  minds  of  our  enlightened  fel- 
low citizens,  it  wore  too  much  such  an  appear- 
ance.    Under  this  view,  Mr.  L.  thought  it  looked 
too  much  like  that  spirit  of  denunciation,  which 
his  colleague  so  greatl}*  lamented  on  a  late  occa- 
sion— self-created  societies — ^a  spirit  that  was  cal- 
culated to  engender  the  violent  and  rancorous  pas- 
sions of  the  human  heart  in  this  House,  and  scatter 
them  through  the  community.     A  spirit  which,  tf 
indulged,  might  arm  in  hostility  and  hatred  to  each 
other,  the  two  ends  of  this  Continent,  and  pro- 
duc3  consequences  fatal  to  the  peace  and  prosperity 
of  both. 

Mr.  L.  always  thought  the  Eastern  and  South- 
ern States  were  well   situated  to  unite  on  tenns 
of  the  greatest  reciprocal  benefit    That,  for  the 
good  of  his  own  country,  he  valued  such  an  uniun 
above  all  things.     He  knew,  in  particular,  that  it 
was  highly  important  to  the  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple whom  he  represented,  to  conciliate  the  cordial 
and  affectionate  esteem  of  their  Eastern  brethren. 
That  this  was  not  only  important  to  his  constita- 
ents,  but  to  the  whole  State,  and  all  the  Southern 
country ;  as  on  it  must  materially  depend  the  pre- 
servation of  our  Union,  which  Mr.  L.  feared  wis 
more  necessary  to  our  safety  and  prosperity  than 
to  theirs.     Mr.  L.  said,  he  never  saw  any  reason 
to  suspect  the  Eastern  people  of  anti-Repubh'can 
principles ;  that  there  was  no  just  ground  to  ac- 
cuse them  of  such  principles  in  any  manner.    Mr. 
L.  had  always  thought  that  the  Southern  country 
had  no  right  to  daim  a  superiority  over  their 
Eastern  brethren  in  Republican  virtue.     Mr.  L. 
always  lamented  that  his  country  was  not,  in 
some  points,  so  fortunately  situated  as  the  East- 
ern States ;  but  still,  he  rejoiced  to  find  just  ideas 
of  liberty,  and  a  proper  respect  to  the  rights  of 
men,  animating  all  the  citizens  of  it ;  and  in  pol)- 
lie  virtue  they  had  a  right  to  rank  with  their  bre- 
thren to  the  North  and  East  of  them.    Mr.  L 
thought  that  his  colleague's  strongest  argument 
was  the  corrupting  relation  which  existed  in  Eu- 
rope between    noblemen  jmd    their  dependants. 
Mr.  L.  feared  that  this  argument  might  too  re*<l' 
ily  be  extended  to  the  situation  of  his  cottntryi 
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nd  conclusions  very  dtflparaging  to  their  Republi- 
»n  virtue  dravrn  from  it,  from  which  he  had  felt 
L  his  duty  to  vindicate  them. 

Mr.  L.  believed  that  the  people  throughout 
Lmerica  were  all  animated  by  an  equal  seal  for 
be  liberty  and  happiness  of  their  country.  As  a. 
•erson,  therefore,  anxious  to  preserve  our  harmo- 
ij  and  union,  he  always  felt  pain  at  any  question, 
rhich  was,  in  any  degree  calculated  to  excite 
uspicions  of  each  other  and  produce  enmity, 
rhen  concord  was  so  much  the  interest  of  all.  This 
proposition  had,  to  his  mind,  a  very  denunciating 
ispect;  and,  as  such,  he  feH  it  his  duty  to  dis- 
iountenance  it,  and  every  thing  of  the  same  sort, 
rithout  presuming  to  ascertain  or  question  the 
noUves  or  designs  of  the  mover.  Mr.  L.  could  not 
lelp  viewing  the  motion  as  capable  of  guarding  us 
rom  no  one  danger,  but  as  well  fitted  to  produce 
unnecessary  alarm  and  irritation. 

Mr.  L.  was  indifferent  how  the  question  was  de- 
eded; but,  being  a  friend  to  harmony  and 
union,  he  could  by  no  means  countenance  by 
bii  vote  any  thing  that  might  be  construed  to  de- 
Dounce  a  most  respectable  and  patriotic  part  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  HiLLaonsB  observed,  that  when  the  amend- 
ment was  first  introduced,   he   considered   it  as 
altogether  harmless  and  unnecessary;     but,  be- 
ing friendly  to  what  appeared  to  be  the  object  of 
the  mover,  that  is,  keeping  out  privileged  orders 
from  among  us,  he  was   inchned   to  vote  for  it 
let,  upon  more  mature  reflection,  he  was  of  opin- 
ion that  if  the  provision  contained  in  the  amend- 
ment had  any  effect  at  all,  it  would  be  a  directly 
contrary  one  from  what  was  intended,  and  would 
indirectly  establish  the  principle  that  privileged  or- 
ders might  be  introduced  and  exist  among  us,  a 
principle  which  he  wholly  rejected  and  reprobated ; 
and,  as  he  did  not  doubt  that  the  views  of  the 
gentleman  who  moved  the  amendment  were  simi- 
^  to  his  own  on  that  subject,  he  hoped  that, 
upon  further  consideration,  he  [\(r.  Giles]  would 
withdraw  it     It  was  his  opinion  that  the  ground 
upon  which   foreigners  should  be  admitted  to  a 
Bbare  in  the  administration  of  our  Government 
ought  to  be  narrowed  in  every  po.<%sible  way,  and 
if  the  gentleman  would  so  modify  the  amend- 
ment as  wholly  to  exclude  that  class  of  foreigners, 
or  any  other,  from  ever  becoming  citizens,  so  far 
^  to  elect  or  be  elected  to  any  office,  he  would 
most  heartily  join  in  giving  his  vote  for  it     In 
those  nations  where  privileged  orders  are  admit- 
^d,  the  benefits  and  advantages  arising  from  it 
i^ve  been  considered  as  merely  local,  so  that,  if  a 
nobleman  removes  from  one  nation  to  another  he 
>^  not  considered  as  carrying  with  him  the  privi- 
^^gea  of  his  order ;  as,  for  instance,  if  a  nobleman 
from  any  other  nation  removes  to  England,  where 
&n  hereditary  nobility  is  established  by  law,  and 
even  becomes  naturalized,  he  is  not  a  peer  of  Eng- 
land; he  is  no  more  than  a  private  subject,  and 
c^n   claim    nothing    on  account  of    his  former 
J^nk.    The  Convention  who  formed  our  Consti- 
tution Undoubtedly  viewed  the  subject   in  that 
jiSht,  or  they  would  have  been  equally  anxious  to 

'^Te  provided  against  the  importation  as  of  the 


creation  of  nobility ;  but,  passing  this  amendment 
will,  as  far  as  the  influence  of  a  law  and  the  opin- 
ion of  Congress  can  go,  be  putting  a  different  and 
wrong  construction  upon  the  Constitution,  and 
will  be  admitting  that  there  may  be  some  other 
mode  of  introducing  a  privileged  order  or  a  no- 
bility among  us,  than  the  one  guarded  against  in 
the  Constitution ;  for,  if  a  law  is  passed  requiring 
a  person,  before  he  shall  be  admitted  to  a  certain 
privilege,  to  renounce  some  other  privilege,  it  is 
clearly  admitting  that  such  person  does  or  may 
possess  such  privilege,  otherwise  the  law  is  futile, 
requiring  a  person  to  renounce  what  he  does  not, 
or  cannot  possess. 

If  we  pass  the  present  amendment,  the  construc- 
tion must  be,  that  an  alien,  after  residing  in  this 
country,  abjuring  his  allegiance  to  his  own,  offer* 
ing  to  become  a  citizen  of,  and  taking  the  oath  of. 
fidelity  to,  the  United  States,  is  in  possession  of  the 
rights  of  a  privileged  order  to  which  he  may  have 
belonged;  and  further,  that  their  rights  are  he- 
reditary, unless  he  shall,  agreeably  to  the  amend- 
ment, come  forward  and  renounce  them.  But 
what  will  be  the  consequence  of  his  not  renoun- 
cing? Most  clearly  that  he  retains  and  possesses 
them.  A  nobleman,  then,  may  come  to  the  United 
States,  marry,  purchase  lands,  and  enjoy  every  other 
right  of  a  citizen,  except  that  of  electing  and  being 
elected  to  office.  Uis  children,  being  natural  born 
citizens,  will  enjoy,  by  inheritance,  his  title,  and 
all  the  rights  of  nobility  and  a  privileged  order 
which  he  possessed,  an  idea  which  ought  not,  either 
explicitly  or  impliedly,  to  be  admitted. 

As  to  the  impression  which  may  be  made  on 
the  popular  opinion,  by  voting  on  one  side  or  the 
other  of  the  present  question,  Mr.  H.  felt  no  anx- 
iety.  He  had  too  good  an  opinion  of  the  under- 
standing and  discernment  of  his  constituent,  and 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  suppose  they 
would  believe  him  a  friend  to  privileged  orders  or 
a  nobility,  for  voting  against  a  proposition  which, 
in  his  opinion,  was  at  least  altogether  futile,  if  not 
of  a  tendency  directly  opposite  to  what  is  proposed. 
Was  any  gentleman  to  sacrifice  his  judgment 
to  an  apprehension  of  losing  his  popularity,  he 
would  most  certainly  not  only  merit  but  meet 
with  their  contempt  The  people  of  the  United 
States  are  not  tickled  with  sounds;  they  regard 
the  substance. 

Mr.  J.  Wadsworth  rose  next  He  had  been  up 
four  times  before,  but,  other  gentlemen  always  risr 
ing  along  with  him,  he  had  sat  down  again.  Mr. 
W.  said,  that  a  rage  against  nobility  and  privi- 
leged orders  now  pervades  the  whole  world.  He 
really  did  not  see  the  use  of  this  amendment  It 
put  him  in  mind  of  an  old  law  which,  within  his 
memory,  had  been  in  use..  When  a  man  had  shot 
himself,  his  neighbors  were  not  contented  with 
the  certainty  of  his  being  dead  in  this  world,  and 
damned  in  the  next,  but,  besides  all  this,  they 
drove  a  stake  through  his  body.  Mr.  W.  regarded 
nobility  as  in  a  similar  situation  with  such  a  man, 
for  nobility  appeared  to  him  in  the  certain  road  to 
instant  destruction ;  and  this  amendment  of  Mr. 
Giles,  he  thought,  was  like  driving  in  the  stake. 
The  latter  practice  had  been  laid  aside,  and  he 


1047 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1048 


H.  ofR.] 


Naturalization  Bill. 


[J^HCAST,  1795. 


thought  that  the  amendment  deserved  the  same 
fate.  He  reminded  the  House  that  the  time  had 
been  when  America  was  very  much  indebted  to 
nobility,  and  very  glad  to  see  theA  fight  her 
battles.  We  might  now  perhaps  be  taxed  with 
ingratitude  on  that  head,  for  some  of  those  identi* 
cal  French  noblemen,  who,  during  the  late  war, 
had  rendered  us  essential  service,  were  now  in 
this  country  in  a  state  of  beggary,  subsisting  on 
the  charity  of  their  friends.  Others  of  the  same 
noblemen  were  in  dungeons,  and  some  again  had 
got  their  heads  chopped  off.  He  was  warranted 
to  say  that  many  of  these  noblemen  when  here, 
during  the  war,  and  long  before  a  French  revolu- 
tion had  been  talked  of,  were,  in  their  hearts,  as 
good  Republicans  as  any  Americans  whatever. 
We  had  seen,  some  time  ago,  a  party  spirit  rising 
in  the  United  States.  He  had  observed  that  the 
thing  was  dying  away,  but  the  present  amend- 
ment would  afford  a  new  theme.  The  newspa- 
pers are  extremely  numerous,  and  he  doubted  not 
that  the  writers  in  them  would  embrace  so  nota- 
ble an  opportunity  for  exercising  their  talents. 
As  to  the  notion  that  there  was  a  danger  of  no- 
bility being  introduced  into  this  country,  the  thing 
was  held  in  such  detestation  in  America,  that  he 
had  no  more  apprehension  of  its  obtaining  a  foot- 
ing here  than  he  had  that  there  would  arise  a  new 
race  of  men  without  heads,  or  with  their  heads 
placed  below  their  shoulders,  or  any  other  unna- 
tural production.  In  short  he  did  not  know  a 
thing  so  impossible  as  the  establishment  of  an 
American  nobility.  Knowing  this,  he  regarded 
the  amendment  as  entirely  useless.  As  to  the 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  having  an  impression 
on  his  vote,  that  was  out  of  the  question.  He 
knew  his  constituents,  and  they  knew  him;  and 
they  were  both  too  well  acquainted  with  each 
other  for  a  trifle  of  this  •  nature  to  have  any  influ- 
ence. To  him  the  call  was  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
indifference,  and  he  took  this  opportunity  to  de- 
clare frankly  that  *he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment,  whether  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
or  not 

Mr.  Nicholas  could  not  consent  to  abandon  the 
proposition.  It  might  be  said  that  he  did  so 
in  terror  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dexter,  which 
he  thoroughly  despised. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  had  not  designed  to  speak  on 
this  question,  but  there  was  one  objection  to  the 
amendment,  which  occurred  to  him,  and  which 
had  not  been  noticed  by  any  gentleman.  This  was, 
that  it  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  make  a  man 
do  an  act  in  this  country  which  might  affect  his 
own  interest  and  that  of  his  family  in  another. 
This  case  might  very  possibly  happen.  A  person, 
by  renouncing  nobility  here,  might  be  debarred 
from  claiming  its  privileges  in  another  place,  when 
it  would,  perhaps,  be  for  his  advantage. 

Mr.  Ames  observed,  that  too  much  attention  had 
been  given  to  the  amendment  as  an  abstract  ques- 
tion. Nothing  tended  more  to  bewilder  and  con- 
fuse a  debate  than  such  a  departure  from  the  sub- 
ject into  abstractions  and  refinements ;  for,  although 
by  this  means  we  found  that  plain  principles  were 
rendered  obscure,  and  reasonable  doctrines  carried 


to  excess,  yet  we  did  not  seem  to  reflect  that 
nothing  is  more  opposite  to  just  principles  than 
the  extremes  of  those  principles.  For  instince, 
it  would  not  be  safe  or  proper  indiscriminately 
to  admit  aliens  to  become  citizens,  yet  a  scrutiny 
into  their  political  orthodoxy  might  be  carried  to 
a  very  absurd  extreme.  The  merit  of  the  amend- 
ment depends  on  its  adaptedness  to  the  end 
proposed  by  the  bill,  and  what  is  that?  To  make 
a  rule  of  naturalization  for  the  admission  of  aliens 
to  become  citizens,  on  such  terms  as  may  consl^ 
with  our  tranquility  and  safety.  Now,  said  be,  do 
we  think  of  refusing  this  privilege  to  all  heretics 
in  respect  to  political  doctrines?  Even  that  strict' 
ness  would  not  hasten  the  millennium.  For  our 
own  citizens  freely  propagate  a  great  variety  of 
opinions  hostile  to  eaoh  other,  and  therefore,  maor 
of  them  deviate  widely  from  the  intended  standArd 
of  right  thinking;  good  and  bad,  fools  and  wi» 
men,  the  philosopher  and  the  dupes  of  prejudics, 
we  find  could  live  very  peaceably  together,  beeaase 
there  was  a  sufficient  coincidence  of  common  inter 
est  If  we  depend  on  this  strong  tie,  if  we  oblige 
foreigners  to  wait  seven  years  till  they  have  formed 
it,  till  their  habits  as  well  as  interests  become  as- 
similated with  our  own,  we  may  leave  them  to 
cherish  or  to  renounce  their  imported  prejudicirs 
and  follies  as  they  may  choose.  The  danger  of 
their  diffusing  them  among  our  own  citizens  'n  to 
be  prevented  by  public  opinion,  if  we  may  leave 
error  and  prejudice  to  stand  or  fall  before  truth  aoi 
freedom  of  inquiry. 

Can  the  advocates  of  the  amendment  even  afTT^rt 
apprehensions  that  there  is  any  intention  to  intro- 
duce a  foreign  nobility  as  a  privileged  order!  If 
they  can,  such  diseases  of  the  brain  were  not  brei 
by  reasoning  and  cannot  be  cured  by  it  Still 
less  should  we  give  effect  by  law  to  chimericil 
whimsies.  For  what  is  the  tendency  of  this  counter- 
feit alarm  ?  Is  it  to  rouse  again  the  sleeping  appa- 
ritions which  have  disturbed  the  back  country!  Is 
it  to  show  that  the  mock  dangers  which  ther  hare 
pretended  to  dread  are  real  ?  Or,  is  it  to  mark  a 
line  of  separation  between  those  who  hare  the 
merit  of  maintaining  the  extremes  of  political  opin- 
ions, and  those  whom  this  vote  would  denounce 
as  stopping  at  what  they  deem  a  wise  moderation^ 
If  that  is  the  case,  it  seems  that  the  amendment  is 
intended  rather  to  publish  a  creed  than  to  settle  a 
rule  of  Naturalization.  Yet  it  should  be  noticed 
that  those  who  would  go  to  exlreraes  are  less  en- 
titled to  the  praise  of  Repoblicanlsm  than  those 
who  would  not 

But  the  consequence  of  giving  an  artificial  and 
unmerited  importance  to  the  amendment,  t$,  in 
the  first  place,  to  spread  an  useless  and  e?en  per- 
nicious alarm,  as  well  as  to  revive  animosities 
and,  in  the  next  place,  by  showing  our  depend- 
ence on  a  futile  and  ridiculous  renunciatioo  of 
nobility,  to  evince  the  want  of  any  good  remedy 
for  the  evil.  If  it  is  an  important  affair  the  amend- 
ment is  far  short  of  what  the  case  requires. 
If  it  is,  as  we  all  believe,  trifiing  and  worth- 
less, then  let  us  spare  ourselves  the  shame  of 
legislating  on  these  frivolities,  these  phantoois 
which  the  friends  of  the  amendment  hare  rery 
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i>wly,  and  at  last  very  faintly,  pretended  to  have 
ly  substance. 

Mr.  A.  further  observed,  that  the  securities 
bich  we  have  already  against  the  introduction 
*  nobility,  are  sufficient  to  secure  us  and  our  sons, 
id  the  sons  of  our  sons,  down  to  the  twentieth 
meration,  against  a  nobility.  Is  the  meaning  of 
lis  amendnient  to  give  a  new  text  for  sedition  ? 
,  was  below  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  spend 
s  time  upon  such  trifles.  The  Convention  of  an- 
ther nation  had  indelibly  disgraced  themselves 
J  legislating  upon  trifles,  while  matters  of  impor- 
ince  stood  by.  What  would  be  the  sense  of 
imerica  upon  our  spending  day  after  day  in  de- 
aling about  such  a  frivolous  thing?  He  was 
gainst  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Gilvs. 

Mr.  SA.MVBL  Smith  was  sorry  for  the  tarn 
rhich  the  debate  had  taken ;  though  at  first  it 
»ore  a  trifling  appearance,  it  had  since  called  up 
ill  the  warmth  of  the  House.  The  gentlemen 
rom  the  Eastern  States,  who  knew  the  &publican 
:haracter  of  their  constituents,  and  how  independ- 
mt  every  man  there  was,  both  in  his  temper  and 
ais  circustances,  had  slighted  the  amendment  as 
unnecessary.  Gentlemen  from  the  Southern  States, 
)n  the  other  hand,  say  that  they  have  some  reason 
to  be  apprehensive.  Why,  said  Mr.  S.,  will  not  the 
Eastern  members  indulge  us  in  this  trifle  ?  It  is 
Dwned  by  the  one  party,  that  it  can  have  no  bad 
tendency ;  and  the  other  imagine  that  it  must  have 
a  good  one.  Then  why  not,  for  the  sake  of  oon- 
cilifttion,  grant  it? 

Mr.  MuaRAT  was  sorry  that  the  House  had  be- 
gan the  new  year  with  such  a  discussion.     He 
had  seen  with  much  pleasure  the  appearances  of 
conciliation  and  unanimity  at  the  outset  of  the 
session.     He  should  vote  for  the  amendment  and 
be  hoped  that  those  members  who  were  against  it 
would  come  round  and  vote  for  it    They  would 
thus  put  an  end  to  this  motion,  so  wasteful  of  time, 
or  nobility,    however,    the    gentleman    had    no 
alarming  apprehensions.    There  had  been  once  in 
thig  House  a  baronet     He  was  there  for  two  years 
before  it  was  known,  and  it  was  then  discovered 
that  a   baronet  was  a  thing  perfectly  harmless. 
As  for  titles  of  nobility,  he  believed  that  all  the 
wholesome  and  sensible  part  of  the  community 
looked  upon   the  whole  as  stuff.     When  Mr.  M. 
contemplated  this  subject,  it  reminded  him  of  Hol- 
beiirs  Dance  of  Death.*    He  saw  nothing  in  this 
country  but  the  ghosts  of  nobility.    In  Europe,  in- 
deed, it  was  a  matter  of  importance.     It  establish- 
ed the  etiquette  of  precedence  among  the  ladies 
in  leading  down  a  country  dance.    The  amend- 
ment was  not  worth  much  either  one  way  or  the 
other.     But  he  wished  it  to  be  granted  for  the  rea- 
sons assigned  by  his  colleague  from  Maryland,  v^o 
had  spoke  just  before  him. 

Mr.  Madison. — When  the  amendment  was  first 
suggested,  he  had  considered  it  as  highly  proper,  and 
naturally  connected  with  the  subject  No  man 
can  say  how  far  the  Republican  revolution  that  is 

*  A  celebrated  painter  who  died  in  1554.  Speaking  of  this 
8re«t  antat,  Henrj  the  Eighth  once  aaid,  **  Out  or  seven  plough- 
men I  can  make  seren  Lords,  bat  oat  of  seven  Lords  I  cannot 
Bake  even  one  Bolbeta.*' 


now  proceeding  in  Europe  will  go.  If  a  revo- 
lution was  to  take  place  in  Britain,  which  for 
his  part  he  expected  and  believed  would  be  the 
case,  the  peerage  of  that  country  would  be  throng- 
ing to  the  United  States.  He  should  be  ready  to 
receive  them  with  all  that  hospitality,  tenderness, 
and  respect,  to  which  misfortune  is  entitled.  He 
should  sympathize  with  them,  and  be  as  ready  to 
afford  them  whatever  friendly  offices  lay  in  his 
power,  as  any  man.  But  this  was  entirely  dis- 
tinct from  admitting  them  as  citizens  of  America 
before  they  were  constitutionally  qualified  to  be- 
come so.  In  reply  to  the  remark  of  Mr.  Boudi- 
NOT,  that  a  renunciation  of  their  titles  might  in- 
jure their  families,  Mr.  M  observed,  that  if  a  Bri- 
tish revolution  took  place,  these  fugitives  would,  as 
aliens,  be  incapacitated  from  holding  real  estates. 
In  discussing  this  question,  we  had  been  remind- 
ed of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  He  had  the 
greatest  respect  for  that  character ;  but  if  he  were 
to  come  to  this  country,  this  very  gentleman 
would  be  the  fiist  to  recommend  and  acquiesce  in 
the  amendment  on  the  table.  He  ha|d  urged  the 
necessity  of  utterly  abolishing  nobility  in  France, 
even  at  a  time  when  he  thought  it  necessary  for 
the  safety  of  the  State  that  the  King  should  pos- 
sess a  considerable  portion  of  power ;  and  Mr.  M. 
believed,  that  if  he  were  now  at  freedom,  he  was 
as  completely  stripped  of  every  thing,  relative  to 
nobility,  as  it  was  possible  that  he  could  be.  It 
had  been  said,  that  it  was  needless  to  make  emi- 
grants renounce  their  rank,  and  that  oaths  were 
no  security.  He  was  ready  to  allow  that  oaths 
were,  in  any  case,  but  a  very  poor  security,  but 
they  had  been  adopted  in  other  parts  of  the  bill, 
and  the  same  reason  which  recommended  them 
on  former  occasions  might  recommend  them 
now. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  convinced  that  the  amend- 
ment was  wholly  incompetent  to  the  end  which  it 
professed  to  have  in  view.  You  may  force  a  man 
to  renounce  his  title,  but  what  docs  that  signify, 
when  you  cannot  hinder  his  neighbors  from  call- 
ing both  him,  his  wife,  and  family,  by  the  title  f 
He  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  as 
to  the  Eastern  members  giving  up  the  point  for 
the  sake  of  conciliation  with  the  Southern  mem- 
bers. 

He  did  not  understand  that  his  own  constitu- 
ents had  any  such  panic  about  them,  or  that 
they  would  thank  the  Eastern  members  very  ar- 
dently for  such  a  concession.  They  were  not 
afraid  of  aristocracy.  You  cannot  abolish  the. 
practice;  and  even  supposing  a  nobleman  had 
made  his  renunciation,  perhaps  the  very  person 
who  administered  the  oath,  may,  the  next  mo- 
ment, say,  "  My  Lord,  I  wish  you  a  good  morning  I" 
and  you  cannot  punish  the  individual  who  says 
so.  As  to  not  allowing  of  titles  to  wives  and 
daughters,  this  renunciation  will  not  prevent  their 
being  given.  But  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
we  have  titles  already.  Mr.  S.  had  often  heard 
an  old  lady  called  *^  the  Duchess.**  He  could  see 
no  good  consequence  from  the  motion.  There 
was  indeed  one  obvious  effect.  The  ignorant  part 
of  the  American  citizens — who,  he  hoped  were  but 
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few — would  imagine  that  those  who  voted  for  the 
amendment  were  against  the  introduction  of  no- 
bility into  America,  and  that  those  against  the 
amendment  were  for  that  introduction.  This 
frivolous  kind  of  legislation  had  disgraced  the 
proceedings  of  another  nation.  They  had  begun 
to  change  the  names  of  their  towns  and  harbors, 
such  as  Oonde,  Dunkirk,  Toulon,  Havre  De  Grace, 
and  Lyons.  One  of  these  they  had  named  ffavre 
de  Marat,  and  so  on.  But  now  they  were  coming 
back  to  their  sober  judgment,  and  were  repealing 
these  edicts.  Lyons  was  restored  to  its  old  name. 
The  pillar  erected  to  announce  its  rebellion  and 
annihilation  had  been  taken  down.  The  Conven- 
tion had  formerly  passed  a  law  for  demolishing 
houses  inhabited  by  aristocrats,  but  now  they  be- 
gan to  think  it  was  better  to  let  the  houses  stand. 
Would  anybody  say  that  French  liberty  was  bet- 
ter secured  by  naming  a  harbor  Havre  de  Marat  f 
Had  this  done  any  good  to  the  cause?  But  if 
people  who  were  so  much  afraid  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  nobility  would  look  around  them,  they 
might  already  find  in  this  country  alarming  marks 
of  attachment  to  royalty.  When  Mr.  Smith 
was  lately  at  New  Haven,  in  Connecticut,  he 
had  observed  on  the  top  of  the  State  House  the 
figure  of  a  Crown,  which  had  stood  there  undis- 
turbed since  long  before  the  beginning  of  the 
Revolution.  He  went  into  the  State  House,  and 
found  the  people  as  good  Republicans  as  could  be, 
notwithstanding  this  Crown.  Again,  at  Middle- 
town,  in  the  same  State,  he  went  into  a  church; 
and  on  the  top  of  the  organ  there  was  another 
Croton,  which  might  also  he  interpreted  as  a  proof 
of  Monarchical  principles.  Reverting  to  the  sub- 
ject of  changing  names,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  peo- 
ple in  the  State  of  New  York  had  for  a  long  time 
enjoyed  as  much  liberty  as  the  other  States.  At 
last,  however,  it  was  recollected  that  one  of  the 
streets  of  the  city  of  New  York  was  called  King*s 
street;  but  this  was  changed  to  Liberty  street, 
which  was,  to  be  sure,  a  very  momentous  altera- 
tion. If  Congress  descend  to  legislate  in  such  little- 
nesses, they  may  forbid  the  title  of  Worshipful. 
They  may  abolish  the  order  of  Freemasons,  which 
he  thought  that  they  had  just  as  much  right  to  do 
as  to  make  the  foreign  nobility  renounce  their 
titles  before  they  should  be  accepted  as  American 
citizens.  The  Congress  may,  among  other  ob- 
jects of  legislation,  forbid  any  member  to  come 
into  that  House  with  an  aristocratical  cloak — one 
with  gold  lace,  for  example.  He  asked  more  than 
once  this  question :  What  peculiar  privileges  has 
a  foreign  nobleman,  coming  into  this  country, 
which  he  possessed  more  than  all  other  citizens  ? 
He  considered  the  whole  amendment  as  totally 
trifling.  He  was  content  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
should  be  taken.  His  sentiments  were  known 
already.  His  name  should  stand  among  the 
noes. 

Mr.  GiLVB  said,  that  there  had  been  an  echo 
from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  House  that  his 
amendment  was  trifling.  Was  it  consistent  for 
the  gentleman,  who  had  been  up  for  half  an  hour, 
to  spend  so  much  time  upon  a  question,  and  then 
conclude  by  telling  the  House  that  it  was  nothing ; 


that  he  had  been  talking  for  so  long  a  time  upon 
a  subject  that  did  not  merit  their  attention  ?  Wn&t 
kind  of  reasoning  was  this,  or  bow  did  the  gentlc- 
mnn  propose  to  reconcile  it?  Was  it  consistent 
with  the  warmth  which  had  been  discovered,  to 
say  that  all  this  discussion,  all  this  Ien«;th  of  time, 
had  been  consumed  upon  nothing?  But  this  kind 
of  language  had  something  more  serious  m  it,  for 
this  prohibition  of  nobility  formed  one  of  the  pil- 
lars of  the  Constitution ;  so  .that  to  call  a  prindple 
recognised  and  affirmed  by  the  CociStitiitioD  a 
trifle,  or  nothing,  and  so  on,  was  a  very  unguarded 
proceeding.  Another  notable  argument  against 
agreeing  to  his  amendment  had  been,  that  the 
people  already  detested  nobility  so  thoroughly  that 
it  was  not  worth  while  to  pass  this  amendment, 
as  their  hatred  of  it  would  put  an  end  to  it  with- 
out a  law.  It  was  enough  that  the  two  principal 
reasons  against  his  amendment  were,  first,  that  it 
was  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  and  second!?, 
that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  people.  It  is 
strange  that  the  will  of  the  people,  who  send  ui 
here,  is  to  have  no  influence  in  this  House,  bat  is 
to  be  turned  into  an  argument  against  passing  a 
law!  Mr.  G.  would  adhere  to  his  amendment, 
because,  as  the  law  now  stands,  there  is  nothing 
to  hinder  a  foreigner  with  a  title  to  become  aa 
American  citizen,  and  obtain  a  seat  in  this  House, 
and  hold  both  his  office  and  his  title.  Mr.  6.  next 
answered  a  part  of  the  argument  of  Mr.  W.  Smith. 
that  making  people  renounce  their  titles  would 
only  rivet  their  attachment  to  them,  and  make 
them,  perhaps,  think  of  these  things,  when  other- 
wise they  would  have  been  forgotten.  Mr.  G.  said, 
it  was  quite  a  new  kind  of  argument,  that  to  re- 
nounce a  thing  was  the  way  to  give  it  existence. 
If  this  rule  were  to  hold,  he  believed  that  some 
members  of  the  House  would  renounce  things 
which  they  very  much  wanted.  For  example,  lie 
himself  should  possibly  renounce  a  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  As  to  the  call  for  yeas  and  nays,  he 
had  some  time  ago  informed  the  House  that  be 
gave  up  this  point  The  thing  could  not  affect 
him,  either  one  way  or  another,  because  his  senti- 
ments were  already  known. 

Mr.  Tra^cv  regretted  that  so  much  time  shonld 
be  lost  on  trifling  subjects.  We  had  seen  the  Na- 
tional Convention  of  France  diminish  their  dig- 
nity, by  spending  three  or  four  days  on  the  ba>i- 
ness  of  giving  a  name  to  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans, 
and  hardly  had  they  finished,  by  giving  him  the 
name  of  Egalite,  before  in  tubetanee  he  became  so 
bad  that  they  cut  his  head  off.  What  goo  J  did 
his  renunciation  of  title  do,  excepting  that  it 
afforded  him  a  short  opportunity  of  deceiving  his 
fellow-citizens?  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  fully  con- 
vinced, and  had  been  so  from  the  beginning  of  the 
debate  on  the  Naturalization  bill,  that  a  length  of 
time  was  the  only  valuable  probation  of  an  alien, 
and  the  only  successful  mode  of  discerning  his 
principles,  and  the  justice  and  propriety  of  his 
claim  to  be  naturalized.  He  thought  the  senti- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Gilcs] 
were  highly  commendable,  when  he  said  we  ought 
to  avoid  extremes  in  politics,  and  adopt  a  sober 
medium  of  political  reasoning,  salted  to  the  steady 
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I  ratioDal  temper  of  Americans,  equally  're- 
red,  on  the  one  hand,  from  tyranny,  and  on  the 
er  from  anarchy.  And  he  would  ask,  whether 
olemn  abjuration  of  all  foreign  allegiance,  with 
ofs  of  a  good  moral  character,  and  attachment 
the  principles  of  our  QoTernment,  would  not 
ure  xk%y  at  to  the  principles  of  the  heart,  as 
(roughly,  without  toe  farce  of  renouncing  his 
ie,  as  with  it?  He  considered  titles,  in  this 
mtry,  as  ver^  empty,  unmeaning  things;  and 
»y  would  go  into  disuse  of  themselves,  having 
solid  support,  either  in  the  habits  or  constitu- 
m  of  this  country.  But,  by  the  Constitution  of 
a  United  States,  any  citizen  might  receive  and 
joy  a  title  from  a  foreign  Prince  or  Sovereignty, 
i  Congress  could  not  prevent  it  The  words 
the  Constitution  are : 

"  No  title  of  Dobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  TTntted 
Ales ;  and  no  person  holding  any  office  of  profit  or 
tut  under  them,  shall,  without  the  cnoaent  of  Con- 
«s9,  accept  any  present,  emolument,  office,  or  title,  of 
ty  kind  whatever,  from  any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign 
lata" 

Mr.  T.  supposed  it  was  clear  that  Congress  had 
0  power  respecting  this  matter,  but  what  was 
cpressly  delegated  by  the  ConsHtution,  and  that 
ad  given  them  a  check  only  on  officers  of  their 
trn  appointment,  leaving  every  other  citizen,  not 
Q  officer  of  Government,  at  liberty  to  retain  a 
sreign  title  if  he  pleased.  And  an  alien  might, 
vea  if  thia  amendment  should  pass,  renounce  his 
itlc,  become  naturalized,  and  in  an  hour  accept 
f  the  same  title,  or  another,  from  any  foreign 
'rince,  and  Congress  can  make  no  laws  to  prevent 
t  If  it  be  a  fault  that  our  citizens  can  receive 
ind  enjoy  titles,  it  is  a  Constitutional  one ;  Con- 
;ress  are  not  blameable  for  it,  but  they  would  be 
)laQieable  were  they  to  arrogate  powers  not  given 
iiem,  upon  this  or  any  other  subject  Mr.  T.  re- 
peated, that  there  oouid  be  no  danger  in  this  conn- 
:rj  from  titles ;  they  were  univeraally  considered 
IS  trifles,  and  it  would  be  dignifying  them  too 
nach  to  legislate  about  them.  He  asked  the  gen- 
tleman who  brought  forward  this  motion,  whether 
it  was  not^  in  a  measure,  a  departure  from  his 
former  declaration,  of  sober,  rational  temper,. in 
politics,  to  insist  so  much  upon  its  importance  as 
he  did  ?  He  was  sorry  the  yeas  and  nays  were  in- 
sisted upon  with  so  much  spirit;  it  looked  like 
party,  in  a  very  unimportant  matter :  he  did  not 
mean  to  accuse  any  man,  or  men,  and  mentioned 
it  with  diffidence,  but  it  really  struck  his  mind  in 
this  way.  Much  had  been  said  about  adhering  to 
the  Constitution  strictly,  on  former  occasions; 
but,  from  many  things  said  now,  it  seemed  as 
though  there  was  no  safety  for  the  people,  nnless 
the  House  of  Representatives  absorbed  the  whole 
Governmental  power.  Mr.  T.  said,  if  that  House 
should  become  political  cannibals,  and  attempt  to 
devour  both  the  other  branches  of  the  Legislature, 
he  would  oppose  it  whether  it  was  popular,  or  not 
for  he  oonsioered  the  Constitutional  checks  of  the 
branches  of  this  Government  upon  one  another, 
u  containing  the  most  complete  security  for  iib- 
cfty,  that  any  people  could  enjoy.  If  his  construc- 
tion was  a  joat  one,  Mr.  T.  thought  the  amend- 


ment could  do  no  good;  it  formed  a  test  which 
might  make  hypocrites,  but  not  proselytes;  it 
stnpped  an  alien  for  a  moment  of  a  trifle,  which 
in  the  next  he  might  resume  and  wear  forever. 

Mr.  Sbdowick. — Has  it  not  been  said  that  there 
was  a  party  in  the  United  States,  not  only  for 
Aristocracy,  but  even  for  Monarchy  ?    Is  not  the 
present  a  most  favorable  opportunity  for  holding 
up  these  people  to  popular  resentment  ?    He  was 
convinced  that  the  gentleman  who  moved  thia 
amendment  had  no  design  of  doing  any  such  thing, 
but  that  did  not  lessen  the  reality.     He  said  that 
Mr.  Giles  had  brought  gentlemen  into  a  dilemma, 
which  he  did  not,  or  would  not  see.    They  had 
at  first  opposed  tiie  motion,  as  trifling,  and  this 
they  had  a  right  to  do.    The  member  [Mr.  Giles] 
then  moved  his  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  and  if 
gentlemen  who  had  already  spoken  against  the 
amendment  were  now  to  draw  back,  and  vote  for 
it  they  would  betray  a  disgraceful  poverty  of 
spirit.    Their  constituents  would  say  that  their 
votes  had  been  given  in  terrorem  of  the  yeas  and 
nays.      The  motives  for  pushing  this  call  could 
be  nothing  else  but  to  stigmatize  members  of  that 
House,  as  wanting  to  introduce  a  nobility,  whereas 
they  opposed  the  amendment  on  no  sucn  account 
but  merely  because  it  wa^  not  worth  their  taking 
up.     As  to  himself,  he  did  not  care.     He  could 
not  wish  to  stand  better  with  his  constituents  than 
he  actually  did-    He  was  well  known  to  them. 
But,  in  other  quarters  of  the  Continent,  it  might 
be  said  that  the  Eastern  States  were  represented 
by  aristocrats.    If  this  be  a  desirable  object  said 
Mr.  S.,  in  God*s  name,  let  gentlemen  persist  in 
calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays.     It  will  be  said, 
"  there  go  the  Eastern  aristocrats !    They  want  to 
import  nobility  here,  when  it  can  no  longer  exist 
in  Europe !"  *Mr.  S.  said,  that  at  first  lie  gave  but 
little  opposition  to  the  amendment,  thinking  it  fri- 
volous.    He  repeatedly  declared,  upon  his  honor, 
that  he  firmly  believed  it  to  be  so,  and  that  he  had 
no  other  reason  for  opposing  it.    If  he  had  been, 
upon  this  occasion,  warmer  than  usual,  he  was 
sorry  for  it ;  but  the  mischievous  and  uuoonciliat- 
ing  consequences  of  this  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
had  hurt  him  exceedingly. 
>■  Mr.  Madison  denied  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Sbdo- 
wick, that  the  amendment  was  trifiing ;  and  the  * 
member  himself  seemed  to  betray,  by  his  behaviour, 
a  consciousness  that  he  had  not  promoted  concili- 
ation.   An  abolition  of  titles  was  essential  to  a 
Republican  revolution,  and  therefore  such  an  abo- 
lition had  been  highly  proper  in  France.    The 
sons  of  the  Cincinnati  could  not  have  inherited 
their  honors,  and  yet  the  minds  of  the  Americana 
were  universally  disgusted  with  the  institution, 
and  in  particular,  in  South  Carolina;  yet  a  mem- 
ber from  that  State  [Mr.  W.  Smith]  has  told  the 
House  that  his  constituents  were  under  no  fears 
of  aristocracy,  and  that  they*  could  hear  titles 
without  emotion.    Even  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
South  Carolina  had  told  the  Cincinnati  that  these 
distinctions  ought  to  be  laid  aside. 

Mr.  HiLLHousB  thought  it  quite  frivolous  to 
spend  time  upon  the  motion.  That  was  all  his 
objection.     It  had  been  said  that,  allowing  .the 
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amendment  to  be  trifling,  jet  it  was  no  harm  to 
make  an  idle  law,  and  that  therefor^  it  should  be 
agreed  to  for  the  sake  of  conciliation.  Sapposing 
a  man  to  make  a  will,  bequeathing  a  hundred 
thousand  guineas,  when  he  was  not  worth  a  shiU 
ILug,  there  would  be  one  serious  effect  at  least,  for 
it  would  make  the  testator  ridiculous.  To  legis- 
late for  the  sake  of  expressing  a  sentiment,  was 
very  silly,  and  what  he  never  should  agree  to.  If 
Mr.  GILE.S  would  make  an  amendment  incapaci- 
tating all  foreigners  whatever  from  holding,  upon 
any  accounti  a  civil  office  in  America,  Mr.  H. 
would  agree  with  him,  because  he  did  not  want  to 
see  any  of  them  in  such  offices,  and  conceived  that 
Americans  could  legislate  for  themselves  much 
better  without  any  such  assistance. 

<Mr.  LTMA.N  said,  that  whenever  a  member  of 
that  House  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  a 
rule  with  him  to  rise  and  second  the  motion,  be- 
cause the  people  had,  upon  all  occasions,  a  right  to 
know  their  votes ;  and  even  if  only  one  member 
desires  the  yeas  and  nays  to  be  taken,  Mr.  L.  con- 
ceived that  it  ought  to  be  done,  as  the  thivg  was 
in  itself  so  highly  proper.  Since  he  had  the  honor 
of  a  seat  in  that  House,  therefore,  he  had  always 
seconded  every  call  for  yeas  and  nays,  that  the 
public  might  understand,  as  fully  as  possible,  what 
tiiey  were  about,  and  how  their  votes  went.  He 
baid  that  it  was  extremely  improper  to  ascribe 
wrong  motives,  when  gentlemen  supported  a  call 
fur  yeas  and  nays.  It  was  sacrificing  the  dignity 
of  tne  House  to  cast  out  such  insinuations.  When 
the  call  had  once  been  made  and  agreed  to,  it 
would  be  very  mean  to  retract  it,  to  gratify  any 
member.  The  public  had  always,  and  without  any 
exctjptlon,  a  right  to  know  what  their  Representa- 
tives were  doing,  and  how  they  were  voting,  and 
he,  for  one,  should  adhere  to  the  call. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  he  had  already  put  a 
question  which  nobody  had  answered,  and  on  that 
account  be  should  now  rise  and  put  it  again.  What 
are  the  emigrant  nobility  to  renounce?  When 
they  come  into  this  country,  they  possess  not  one 
privilege  which  is  not  possessed  by  everybody 
else.  lie  had  expected  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Gilbs,]  when  last  up,  would  have 
explained  this  matter,  but  he  had  not  done  it 
The  great  bugbear  was,  lest  a  ei-devant  Lord  may 
get  a  seat  here,  and  that  somebody  may  call  him 
Uy  Lord.  But,  even  after  you  have  got  his  re- 
nunciation of  nobility,  if  other  people  choose  to 
give  him  his  titles,  you  can  neither  hinder  nor 
punish  them;  so  that  the  amendment  is,  to  all 
practical  intents  and  purposes,  absolutely  useless 
and  nugatory.  Some  members  of  this  House  be- 
long to  the  order  of  Cincinnati.  If  they  come  here 
with  badges  at  their  button-holes,  can  you  forbid 
them?  He  wished  that  gentlemen  would  show 
what  was  to  be  renounced.  There  was  nothing 
at  all  to  renounce.  The  whole  amendment  is 
totally  futile. 

Mr.  Dextbr  then  rose,  but  the  House  had  be- 
come so  impatient  for  the  question,  that  he  was 
heard  with  difficulty.  He  only  wanted  to  ask 
whether  the  call  for  yeas  and  nays  was  withdrawn 
or  not? 


Mr.  McDowell  said  that  he  had  already  h* 
formed  the  House  that  be  should  insist  oo  the 
call. 

Mr.  Axes  then  asked,  whether  tt  was  not  com- 
petent to  put  the  previous  question,  vix :  Shall  this 
call  be  now  taken  ? 

The  Spbakek,  in  reply,  said,  that  according  to 
bis  judgment,  the  previous  question  could  hare 
been  regularly  taken  upon  any  topic  whateTer, 
which  produced  a  debate;  but  the  House,  br  a  re- 
cent decision,  had  determined  that  the  previous 
question  could  not  be  regularly  taken  uponaa 
amendment 

He  was  then  asked,  whether  the  call  of  vestfr- 
day  was  valid  to-day,  or  if  it  was  necessary  Ix 
the  meixkbers  to  rise  over  again  ?  Mr.  Sedgwick 
was  clearly  of  this  opinion ;  in  which  the  SpEAceSf 
ofler  some  consideration,  concurred,  as  some  gen- 
tlemen had  deserted  the  call,  ar^  he  in  reality,  did 
not  know  whether  a  fifth  part  of  Ihe  members 
would  support  a  call  or  not. 

It  was  then  suggested,  that  there  could  not  be  a 
second  call,  if  the  first  was  disappointed;  arvd 
some  gentleman  said,  that  ho  hoped  no  member 
would  in:aist  on  a  thing  so  extremely  distresMng 
to  the  feelings  of  many  members.  Several  gen- 
tlemen had  now  attempted  to  speak  at  the  same 
time,  and  the  mischievous  and  unconciliating  ei^ 
fects  of  the  call  were  enumerated  with  much  em- 
phasis. 

Mr.  New  at  last  came  forward,  and  declared 
that  he  moved  for  a  calL  Mr.  McDowell  said  the 
same. 

Mr.  Sbdowicc  then  ro^e  agaio^  He  appealed 
to  the  House,  that,  since  he  bad  a  seat  in  Coo- 
gress,  he  h4d  never  troubled  tbem  with  a  call 
more  than  a  very  few  times;  and  he  affirmed, 
upon  his  honor,  that  he  never  had  moved  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  at  all,  unless  be  was  uncertaia 
how  the  votes  of  the  House  would  ga  Bat  the 
gentlemen  who  now  moved  for  the  call  had  not 
this  excuse.  They  knew  very  well  that  tbey 
would  carry  their  point,  and  that  by  a  lar^ge  oia- 
jority ;  so  that  the  insisting  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
could  arise  only  from  a  design  that  gentlemen 
who  voted  against  the  amendment  should  be  held 
out  to  the  public  as  wanting  to  introduce  a  no^I- 
ity.  He  owed  little  to  Mr.  Giles  for  having  with- 
drawn  his  motion,  when  others  were  so  ready  ^ 
renew  it 

Mr.  New,  on  hearing  these  remarks,  dedared 
that  he  should  withdraw  his  motion,  since  so  nacb 
had  been  said  about  it 

Mr.  Bloont  then  rose,  and  said  that  it  was  need- 
less to  waste  time,  for  the  yeas  and  nays  most  and 
should  be  taken. 

Twenty-three  members  seconded  his  motion, 
and  the  Speaker  declared  that  the  point  was  nov 
determined. 

Mr.  Dbxtbr  next  rose,  and  observed  that  he 
had  withdrawn  his  amendment,  under  a  hope  of 
conciliation,  and  that  the  yeas  and  nays  would 
not  be  taken.  But  since  this  request  had  been 
refused,  he  should  move  it  again,  and  have  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  that  likewise,  and  before  the 
other.    He  went  over  the  beaten  ground  of  the 
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td  consequences  of  holding  members  up  to  popu* 

r  resentment 

Mr.  Vexable  mid,  that  if  the  gentleman   were 

I  disposed  he  should  willingly  try  the  question  at 

ICC  on  this  motion,  without  farther  iovestigation 

K»ut  it 

On  calling  over  the  names,  there  were,  on  the 

nendment  of  Mr.  Dexter — ^yeas  28,  nays  68,  as 

JIovs : 

Teas — Fiftber  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Shearja.^hub 
(Hirnt*,  Lambort  Ctidwalader,  David  Cobb,  PelegCuf- 
[),  JojthuA  Oiit  Samuel  Dexter,  Dwisrht  Foster.  Eze- 
iel  Gilbert  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  GiKKlhue,  James 
<irdi>n,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  HillhouM.  Samuel 
liiUen.  Henry  Latimer.  Ama^a  Learned,  William  Ly- 
isn,  Francisi  Malbone,  William  VaiM  Murray,  Theo- 
ore  SeJgwick,  Jereraiih  Smith,  Qeon^e  Thatcher, 
Jriali  Tracv.  Jiiha  K  Van  Allen,  Peter  VanOaasbeck 
Du  Peleg  Wadswortb. 

!fAT& — ^Thecxlorns  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Le- 
lael  Benton,  Thomas  Blount  Elins  B.>u(iinot,  Ben- 
miin  Bitume,  Thomas  P.  Carnes,  Thomas  Claiborne, 
AacCoIev,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Henry  Dearborn,  George 
)ent,  Benjamin  B(iward<*.  Thomas  FitZ!«imons.  William 
I  Gile.'i,  Jamea  GiUespie.  Nichulus  Gil  man,  Chri'*topher 
Jret-nup,  Andrew  Grej^if.  William  R  Grove,  George 
Inncock,  Gart«*r  Bl  Harrison,  John  Heath,  Daniel 
ilei»ter,  John  Hunter,  William  Irvine.  John  Wilkes 
iitiera.  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel 
klitcon,  James  Mudi^tn,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexaniior 
licitane,  William  Moatgomery*  Antlrew  Moore,  Peter 
liuhleiiben;,  Juiieph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John 
Sicliuliis,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  J«ihn 
Pai;e,  Jo.«iah  Parker,  Andrew  Pickens,  Francis  Preston, 
Robert  Ruttierfonl,  Thomas  Scott  John  S.  Sherburne, 
lohn  S>niliti,  Israel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  William 
Bmith,  ZHplianiah  Swift  Thomas  Tredwelt,  Jonathan 
rrumhuH,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt  Abraham  Venable, 
ieremiah  Wa<l< worth,  Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  Wil- 
bAiiM,  Puue  Wiugate,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Giles  was  then  taken 
lip,  snd  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  59, 
lays  82,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Theod<yrus  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Lemu- 
el Bfnton,  Tliom<u4  Blonnt  Tlionms  P.  Games,  Tb<imaB 
Claiborae,  Isaar.  Coles  Jouiithan  Dayton,  Henry  Dear- 
bom.  Qmrge  Dent,  Benjamin  Edwards.  William  Find- 
ley.  William  B.  Gdos,  James  Gillespie,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry 
Gruve,  QtNirge  Hancock,  Carter  B.  Harrison, John  Heath, 
Dauiel  HeuMter,  Samuel  Holten,  John  Hunter,  William 
Irvine,  Henry   Latimer,  William    Lyman,   Nathaniel 
Mi&m,  James  Mailison,  Francis  Malbone,  Joseph  Mc- 
^Jw«ll.  Alexander  Mebsine,  William  Montgomery,  An 
drew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray, 
J«eph  Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Natha- 
niel Nili»a.  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Aihlrew  Pickens.  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Rutherford, 
^>iiua  Scott.  John  S.  Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Israel 
Sr^iitli.  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  Van 
Ctjriljinflt,  Abraham  Venuble,  Francis  Walkw,  Benja- 
min WiUiam%  Paine  WiugaW,   Richard  Wiun,  and 

J«w*fph  Winston. 

Nira^Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Elias  Boudi- 
i^v,  Shesrjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne.  Lambert 
Cadwskder,  David  Cobb,  Peieg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit, 
3d  Cok.— 34 


Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitsstimons,  D wight  Foster, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert  Henry  Glenn.  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Aniasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  William 
Smith,  Zephaiiiah  Swift,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy, 
Jonathan  Trumbull.  John  £.  Van  Allen.  Peter  Van 
Gaasl>eck,  Peleg  Wadsworih,  and  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend* 
ments  agreed  to,  be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Dexteh,  and  Mr.  Cakxes. 


MoNDAT,  January  6. 

Thomas  Sprigo,  from  Maryland,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  Thomas  Dannery,  Consul  of  the 
French  Republic,  residing  in  the  town  of  Boston, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  behalf  of  a  num- 
ber of  French  citizens,  late  inhabitants  of  Saint 
Pierre's  and  Miquelon,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  a  remission  of  the  tonnage  du- 
ties accruing  on  sundry  shallops  and  small  schoon- 
ers, which  were  employed  to  convey  the  said 
French  citizens  to  the  said  town  of  Boston,  from 
Halifax  and  Shelburne,  in  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia,  where  they  were  sent  as  prisoners,  by  the 
British  army,  in  the  course  of  the  late  war. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Lvman,  and  Mr.  Van 
Cortlandt;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed'  to 
inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  alter- 
ations ought  to  be  made  to  the  act  imposing  duties 
on  snuff  manufactured  within  the  United  States; 
and  that  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr. 
Samurl  Smith,  Mr.  Lyman,  and  Mr.  Findlkt,  be  the 
said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of 
the  Public  Debt,  to  whom  was  committed  the 
memorial  x>f  sundry  manufacturers  of  tobacco  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  same,  and  that  the 
said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  last 
appointed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  ascertainment 
of  certain  losses  of  the  officers  of  Government, 
and  other  citizens,  by  the  insurgents  in  the  West- 
ern counties  of  Penn9ylvania,  and  providing  some 
present  relief  to  the  sufferers. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  iteelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision in  cases  of  drawbacks ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  several  amendments  thereto ;  which 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
moiTOw. 

A  message  from  the  Semite  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  j^nssed  a  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  further  extending  the  lime  for  receiving  on 
Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States;" 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the  expedien- 
cy of  mnking  any  further  alterations  in  the  Laws 
of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  cession  of  the 
jurisdiction  by  particular  States,  in  landn  where 
are  established,  or  may  by  law  be  directed  to  be 
built  and  established,  light-houses,  buoys,  and  pub- 
lic piers ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  thai  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come  to 
a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  he  delivered  in  at 
the  CUrk*8  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the 
tabic. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  further  extending  the  time  fur  receiving  on 
Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States,** 
was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing reports  on  sundry  petitions ;  which  letter  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  PORTIFICATIONS. 

The  House  ajrain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  Plouse  on  tlie  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  respecting  the  Fortifications  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

On  this  subject,  Mr.  Madtson  objected  to  the 
making  the  Fortifications  in  the  most  expensive 
and  durable  style,  because  it  may  hereafter  be 
found,  that  the  situations  which  have  been  chosen 
are  not  the  most  proper. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  that  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  struck  him  very  forcibly.  He  then 
mentioned  the  absurd  management  at  Baltimore, 
as  to  their  erecting  Fortifications,  which  were  well 
built,  looked  extremely  well,  and  had  only  one 
fault,  y\z :  that  they  were  absolutely  vseUtts,  An 
hundred  men  might  at  any  time  land  from  behind, 
take  the  battery  in  the  rear,  and  turn  it  against 
the  defenders.  Vast  labor  had  been  bestowed  on 
it  by  the  people  of  Baltimore,  and  their  labor  and 
the  public  money  had  been  equally  cast  away. 
Mr.  S.  had  little  confidence  in  Land  Fortifications. 
He  instanced  Mud  Island,  of  which  he  spoke  as  a 
military  man,  and  from  personal  knowledge.  The 
Fortifications  could  not  have  hindered  British 
ships  from  coming  up  the  river,  but  for  the  ehe- 
xeavx  de  frize.  They  protected  that,  but  could 
Hot,  of  themselves,  have  kept  a  ship  from  coming 
up ;  so,  he  reckoned  that  much  nioney  had  been 
cast  away  on  them,  too.  Floating  batteries  might 
be  of  8ervice,;bat  not  Und  batteries. 


The  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  tod 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  select  oomniittee,  re. 
ported  a  new  bill  of  Naturalization,  containing  the 
amendments  recommitted,  and  also  whatever  rai 
necesf^ary  from  the  Old  Law,  so  that  the  kttei 
should  be  entirely  superseded.  The  report  vu 
read  by  the  Clerk,  and  made  the  order  of  the  di; 
for  to-morrow. 


TcESDAT,  January  6. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  ascertainment  of  trt' 
tain  losses  of  the  ofiBcers  of  Govern  men  t  and  oihci 
citizens,  by  the  insurgents  in  the  Western  tour- 
ties  of  JPennsylvania,  and  providing:  Koine  present 
relief  to  the  sufi'erers,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  further  provisioD  in 
cases  of  drawbacks  was  read  the  tliird  time,  aod 
passed. 

A  memorial  and  remonstrance  of  the  sugar  it- 
finci-s,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  a  revinon  of  the 
Excise  Laws  of  the  United  StateA ;  and  that  M 
much  of  the  act  passed  at  the  last  aeasion  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  **  An  act  laying  certain  datits  opos 
snutt'and  refined  sugar,**  as  imposes  a  duty  on  ^a- 
gar  refined  within  the  United  States,  may  be  re- 
pealed. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  and  remon- 
strance be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  alten* 
tions  ought  to  be  made  in  the  act  impoHing  durki 
on  snuff  manufactured  within  the  United  States; 
and  that  Mr.  Fitzsimons  and  Mr.  Madisox  bo 
added  to  the  said  couintittee. 

A  memorial  of  the  Transylvania  Companr, 
commonly  called  Richard  Henderson  &  Compa- 
ny, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 
that  such  compensation  may  be  made  to  the  me- 
morialists and  their  legal  representatives,  for  a 
quantity  of  land  which  they  purchaiied  from  t^t 
Cherokee  Indians,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-four,  and  has  since  been 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  by  the  treaty  of  Hoi- 
ston,  ns  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem  m^ret 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  do  He  on  the 
table. 

A  petition  of  James  Dcnniston,  of  Ohio  coanty, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  the  location  which 
he  has  made  of  the  proportion  of  land,  due  for  bij 
services  during  the  late  war,  in  the  second  range 
of  townships  on  the  river  Ohio,  together  with  the 
improvements  thereon,  may  be  confirmed  to  him, 
and  a  grant  issued  for  the  same.  Al^  a  petitioa 
of  Elijah  Woods,  to  the  same  effect 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  soldiers  in  the  late  Army  of  the 
United  States. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  safe- 
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wtA  impciiiin^  duiien  on  goodH,  warosv  and  mer- 
idk>e,  iaipor(ed  inM*  tli«  United  Staten;  and, 
r  Kome  time  fipent  thenfin,  the  Committw  ro«e, 
reported  the  btlt  vrith  amendments. 

NATURALIZATION  BIH4. 

"be  Hoo^  then  went  into  a  committee  on  the 
to  establish  nn  uniform  system  of  Ndtliralixn*> 
,  and  to  rppejil  the  law  turmerly  made  en  that 
1.  One  of  the  clnnfie9  in  the  new  bill  proposed 
make  iilienfl  becomiiicf  citizenft  of  the  United 
ten  abjure  their  alteg^Jinee  to  all  other  Slates 
iter. 

[r.  fiouDmoT  fKiid,  that  a  very  respectable  emi- 
nt,  who  h.id  broa;^U  a  large  fortune  with  him, 
who  would  y^ry  likely  be  of  raueh  use  to  the 
ntry,  had  anMored  him  that,  rather  ilian  swal- 
'  sach  an  oath,  he  would  retarn  to  his  own 
intry.  Mr.  B.  ()ei*lared,  that  he  always  had  con- 
irtd  oaths  of  allej^ance  as  an  importitiun.  They 
^t  keep  away  men  who  had  scruples,  because 
y  h:iH  jtrinciplm;  others  would  swear,  and 
1.1k  (iflT,  when  it  suited  them.  The  word  forwtr 
^ied  that  these  pe<*ple  were  not  at  liberty  to 
arn  home,  and  reas*«ume  the  allegiance  to  their 
n  cnantry.  What  if  the  United  Htates  were  to 
MHiie  a  tyrannical  Government  1  Were  people 
\  to  have  the  liberty  of  leaving  it  ?  It  had  been 
ilied  by  some  gentlemen  that  the  word  forntr 

I  Wit  imply  that  the  emigrant  would  never  be 
liberty  to  return  to  hin  country,  and  resume  his 
rmer  ulleginnce.  On  that  ground,  they  had 
ifed  to  keep  it  in.  Oihers  had  asserted  that  it 
i  convey  such  a  nignitiuation,  and  for  that  rea- 

II  tliey  would  have  it  kept  in.    How  is  an  alien 
this  case  to  act  ?    One  party  say  your  oath 

Min  thus  and  therefore  yon  may  take  iL  Ano- 
er  flet  of  gentlemen  give  the  0.1th  an  opposite 
nning,  and  insUt  on  its  beinsr  taken.  Wliat  kind 
^wearing  is  this,  siiid  Mr.  B  ?  To  enact  oath^ 
)ich  the  very  m  ikers  of  the  law  could  not  agree 
out  the  meaning  o(  Wiis  to  him  very  odd.  He 
d  done  his  duty  in  exposing  the  absurdity  of  the 
ini;.  and  should  move  to  strike  oat  fureter, 
Thi^  motion  was  carried.  And  the  Committee 
N,  aod  the  Chairman  reported  progress. 


WfiDHSSDAT,  January  7. 

A  petition  of  James  Caldwell,  of  the  city  of 
Ibanr,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  presented 
'  this  Hou^e  and  read,  praying  a  remission  of  the 
ities  im^iosed  by  law  on  a  quantity  of  snuff  ma- 
dfaeiored  by  the  petitioner,  which,  together  with 
'1  (n^iiiafacU»ry,  and  other  property,  was  consumed 
r  fire,  on  the  13th  day  of  July  last 

Mmd,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the 
»iD(nittee  appointed  to  jnqnire  and  report  whether 
By*  and  what,  alterations  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
6t  imposing  duties  on  snuff  manufactured  within 
^e  United  States. 

A  memorial  of  John  Field,  Jesse  and  Robert 
^aln,  and  Hartshorne,  Large,  &  Company,  mer- 
^niK,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented 
P  the  HoQse  and  read,  praying  that  the  exporta- 
ion  of  lead  from  the  United  Statebes  may   per* 


mitted  in  all  vessels  engaged  in  the  India  or  China 
trade. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
Mr.  FiTZsmoas,  Mr.  Goodrub,  and  Mr.  Rutker« 
FORI! ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  samot  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and,  together 
with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  oT  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Epaphras 
Jone.%  in  behalf  of  himself,  Stephen  Gorham,.Shtt« 
bal  Gorharo,  and  Charles  Selden ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under  eon* 
sider.ition,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Housoy 
as  follows: 

Reiolvedi  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
Collector  of  the  District  of  New  York,  to  remit  to 
Bpiiphras  Jones,  Stephen  Crorham,  Shnbal  Grorham, 
and  Charles  Selden,  owners  of  the  brigantine  called 
the  Peru,  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage  which 
may  be  incurred,  in  consequence  of  the  incompe- 
tent or  invalid  register  of  the  s:iid  brigantine  ;  pro- 
vided they,  shall  obtain,  within  one  hundred  and 
twenty  days,  a  new  register  for  the  said  brigantine, 
in  the  manner  prescrit^  by  law. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  GoooHaB, 
Mr.  CoPFUi,  and  Mr.  Gilman,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Mary  S.  Jones. 

There  was  a  considerable  degree  of  doubt  whe- 
ther this  case  did  not  fall  within  the  statute  of  limi- 
tation lately  passed. 

Mr.  MoNTooMERT  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  it 
did  so.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  degree  of  tri- 
fling in  the  House,  to  make  a  law  in  one  session 
and  in  the  next  to  declare  that  there  was  to  be  an 
exception  to  it 

Several  other  gentlemen  spoke,  and,  as  it  ap- 
peared that  there  was  no  geneml  opinion  formed  on 
the  subject,  the  Committee  rose,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which 
was  granted. 

The  House  tbok  up  the  Natumllzation  Bill.  The 
word  forever  was  struck  out  agreeably  to  the 
amendment  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Ths 
House  went  through  the  other  amend  menta.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONS  observed,  that  the  saving  ia 
the  Post  Otfice  had  lately  amounted  to  a  consider- 
able sum.  He  did  not  im  igloe  that  the  money 
could  be  applied  to  a  better  use  than  for  the  mak* 
ing  of  Post  Roads.    He  laid  on  the  table  a  motioa 
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for  forming  out  of  this  fund  a  road  between  the 
Southern  and  Eastern  States. 

PROMULGATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

There  was  then  a  motion  for  going  into  a  Com' 
znittee  on  the  report  of  the  Helect  committee  rela- 
tive to  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  Lawn 
of  the  United  States.  Gentlemen  seemed  con- 
siderably at  a  loss  in  vvhat  way  this  promulgation 
could  be  most  effect unliy  accomplished.  Various 
schemes  were  propo^^ed,  of  which  not  one  appeared 
to  meet  the  general  sense  of  tlie  members.  Among 
other  expedients,  it  was  proposed  to  transmit  them 
to  the  several  States. 

But,  on  this  head,  Mr.  Baldwin  remarked  that, 
if  these  States  were  not  more  successful  in  cir- 
culating the  Lmwb  of  Congress  than  they  some- 
times  were  in  distributing  their  own,  the  printing  of 
three  thousand  copies,  as  proposed,  would  answer 
but  little  purpose.  He  further  observed,  that  the 
bill  ought  to  provide  some  place  in  each  State,  or 
each  county,  where  complete  sets  of  the  Laws 
mitifht  be  lodged ;  otherwise,  as  it  is  proposed  to 
pubHsh  the  addilional  acts  of  every  session  at  the 
end  of  it,  there  may  happen  to  be  a  State  or  county 
to  which  all  the  Laws  have  been  sent,  and  yet  there- 
in a  eomplete  set  of  them  in  not  to  be  had. 

The  Committee  rose,  the  Chairman  reported  pro- 
gress, and  Uie  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  Jar.anry  8. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  L'oods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  petition  of  Francis  Peyrihnnut,  of  the  town 
of  Eoenton,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  ad- 
ministrator of  Pierre  Decamps,  deceased,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  renewal 
of  certain  lo:in>offiee  certificates,  the  property  of  the 
deceased,  which  were  destroyed  by  an  armed  ban- 
ditti, some  time  in  the  month  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two ;  the  loss 
of  which,  owing  to  unavoidable  circurosUinces,  has 
not  b4*en  advertised  within  the  time,  and  in  the 
manner  presi*ribed  by  law. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Hartley;  that  they 
do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

OadUmen  of  tht  Smote,  and 

of  the  Uouee  of  JUpreeentativen  : 

I  lay  before  Ccvigress  copies  of  Acts  passed  by  the 
Leffii<Uitura«  of  the  States  uf  Vermont,  MawaehusetU, 
and  New  York,  ratifying  the  amendment  proposed  by 
ilia  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  at  their  ]a«t 
session,  to  the  Coostitutioo  of  the  United  States,  re- 
apecting  tlie  Judicial  power  thereoil 

The  Minister  of  the  French  Kepublic  having  com- 
municated to  the  Secretary  of  State  certain  proceedings 
of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  respecting  Weights 
and  Measures,  I  lay  these  also  before  Congress. 
,   The  Letter  from  Um  Govaroor  of  the  Western  Ter- 


ritory, copies  of  which  are  now  trmn9inttted.refent 
defect  in  the  Judicial  nystera  of  thai  Territorv  deie 
iog  the  attention  of  Congress. 

1  he  necessary  absence  of  the  Jodge  of  the  Dtvti 
of  Peuns^lvania,  upon  business  conn«cted  wiih  the! 
insurrection,  is  stated  by  him.  in  a  Letter,  of  vhirj 
forward  copies,  to  have  produced  certain  ititrmpi 
in  tlie  Judicial  proceedings  of  tliat  District,  vbicbfl 
not  be  removed  witlioui  the  inter|)nsiiion  of  0»Qgn 

O.  WASHIKOTOS 

Ukttkd  States,  Jantutry  8,  1*2  9&. 

Ordered^  That  ao  much  of  the  aaid  Mensage 
relates  to  the  Letters  from  the  Judge  uf  th«  I 
trict  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Governor  of  tb«  T 
ritory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  th«  lit 
Ohio,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Dextek,  Mr.  Hamiu 
and  Mr.  Hakbison,  ^iih  instruction  to  examine 
luatter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  wiih  tiij 
oj>inion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  such  other  partti  of  the  said  M 
sage  as  relate  to  the  ratification  of  tlie  aiDendoM 
pniposed  by  Congress  lo  the  ConHtiiulion  uf  t 
IJiiiied  States,  by  the  I«egislaturcH  of  the  Suit« 
Massachusetts,  Vermont,  and  New  York,  and  1 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Foblic  Safety 
the  French  Republic,  respecting  Weights  and  % 
sures,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordartdy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
quire  whether  any,  or  what,  alteration  is  iiecetf^ 
to  be  made  in  tlie  laws  respecting  lost  or  destm^ 
certificates;  and  that  Mr.  Leb,  Mr.  DEKT,and^ 
Gbego,  be  the  said  committee. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of 
ralization,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore 
on  that  subject,  was  then  read  a  third  time,  \ 
passed.  The  filling  up  of  the  blanks  in  thU ' 
produced  a  di^tpute  of  some  length,  and  from  t 
intricacy  in  some  parts  of  it,  the  abridging  «f 
wonld  he  a  work  of  difliealty.  Sevenl  membc 
spoke  to  the  filling  up  of  the  blmkn,  and  thrir  \ 
gumenta  sometimes  applied  equally  to  all  the  M 
clauses  before  the  House.  To  be  intpHi^nM 
therefore,  it  appearn  necessary  in  the  first  pU-e  I 
insert  the  clauses  themselves  at  length,  as  in  ll 
end  filled  np.  We  shall  then  repeat  some  of  i| 
remarks  made  on  the  subject  by  different  gentij 
men.  The  sections  of  the  bill  in  question  were  i 
follows : 

1.  The  alien  shall  have  declared  on  oath  or « 
firmation,  before  the  Supreme,  Superior,  Di^^n^ 
or  Circuit  Court  of  some  one  of  the  States,  on  Cii 
cult  or  District  Court  of  the  United  States,  tbn 
years  at  least  before  his  admission,  that  it  v« 
bona  fide^  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  tti 
United  States,  and  to  renounce  all  allcgiinre  a*i 
fidelity  to  any  foreign  Prince,  Potentate,  Sutp,  t 
Sovereignty  whatever,  and  p:irticulariy  by  ^^ 
the  Prince,  Potentate.  State,  or  Sovereignty  wiiert 
of  such  alien  may,  at  the  time,  be  a  ciiizen  or  m1 
ject 

a.  He  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  applnation  to  ii 
admitted,  declare  on  oath  or  alii rmat ion,  \k^^ 
some  one  of  the  Courts  aforesaid,  that  he  k«»  ^ 
aided  within  the  United  Statea  five  years  at  leu) 
and  withiii  the  State  where  aoch  Court  is  tt  tb 
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e  held,  one  year  at  least ;  that  he  will  support 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
doth  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  and 
iViiy  to  every  foreign  Prince,  Potentate,  State, 
Soverei|!;nty,  whatever,  and  particularly  by 
ne  the  Prince,  Potentate,  State,  or  Sovereignty 
ereof  he  was  before  a  citizen  or  subject ;  which 
ceedingti  shall  be  recorded  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
art 

1.  The  Coart  admitting  such  alien,  shall  be  Ba- 
led that  he  has  resided  within  the  limits,  and 
der  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  Hve 
ini;  and  it  shall  further  appear  to  their  satis- 
iion,  that  during  that  time  he  has  behaved  as  a 
m  of  a  good  moral  character,  attached  to  the 
nciples  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
d  well  disposed  to  the  good  order  and  happiness 
the  same. 

Some  gentlemen  having  spoke  on  the  propriety  of 
ETerent  terms  for  admission, 
Mr.  Madisom  said,  that  he  feared  the  House 
ould  never  see  an  end  of  the  discussion,  if  they 
Knt  on  at  this  rate,  for,  by  descending  to  discrimi- 
ite  all  the  qualiflcations  of  a  citizen,  they  run  the 
izard  of  losing  the  bill  altogether,  from  the  mere 
a^te  of  time.  Ten  years  were  named  by  Mr. 
[uaaAT  to  fill  up  the  first  blank,  and  seven  years 
f  Mr.  Hartlby.  These  terms  he  thought  by 
ittch  too  long.  This  would  oblige  the  friends  of 
le  bill  to  vote  against  it 

Mr.  Baldwin  objected  that  the  law  was  inoon- 
BUnt  with  itself^  for  a  man  is  not  to  be  admitted 
i  a  citizen  to  vote  for  ten  years,  while  a  residence 
f  nine  years  may  qualify  him  to  be  elected  a 
ienator.  This  diifered  from  the  temper  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  that  the  discussion  on  several 
nrtd  of  the  bill  in  Committee  had  appeared  to 
lim  unimportant,  that  the  great  object  with  him 
ns  the  time  of  probation.     He  was  for  the  long- 
»t  term,  that  the  prejudices  which  the  aliens  had 
imbibed  under  the  Government  from  whence  they 
came  might  be  effaced^  and  that  they  might,  by 
communication  and  observadce  of  our  laws  and 
Sovernmen^  have  just  ideas  of  our  Constitution 
and  the  excellence  of  its  institution  before  they 
*rere  admitted  to  the  rights  of  a  citizen.    A  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Nicholas]  had  sUted 
that  holding  a  purse  with  money  in  it  was  suffl- 
C3ttnl  to  admit  strangers  to  a  vote  in  Maryland ; 
the  fact  was  not  so;   before  an  alien  can  be  ad- 
tnitted  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  he  must  abjure  all 
allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Briuin,  take  the 
onhs  to  the  St  «te,  and  to  support  the  Government 
«t  the  United  States,  and  have  one  year's  resi- 
lience.   The  gentleman  says,  that  the  bill  can  only 
embrace  the  officers  of  Government  and  the  com- 
^^rcial  interest,  and  fear.4  that  the  E;V4tern  States 
^"ib  to  exclude  the  competition  that  arises  from 
w«  foreign  merchant     He  could  not  see  how  that 
jealousy  could  apply,  for  it  was  as  rare  to  see  a 
foreign  merchant  in  New  England,  as  to  see  a  na- 
tive merchant  in  Virginia;  that  if  the  gentleman 
^•iou^ht  the  place  of  foreign  merchants  would  be 
}^\^  from  New  England,  he  could  foresee  no  in- 
^^Jt  oa  the  contrary  a  benefit    For,  in  caaa  of 


war,  you  might  be  assured  that  they  would  not 
act  as  spies;  that  there  were  many  merchants 
from  New  England  in  Maryland — ^that  they  were 
good  Republicans,  good  citizens,  and  iJways  in- 
dustrious. 

Mr.  FiTzsixoNS  thought  that  ten  years  were 
much  too  long  a  time  for  keeping  an  alien  from 
being  a  citizen — it  would  make  this  class  of  peo- 
ple enemies  to  your  Government  He  was  firmly 
of  opinion  that  emigrants  deserved  to  be  encou- 
raged ;  and  to  discourage  them  was  an  idea  which 
till  this  day  he  had  never  heard  either  in  or  out 
of  the  House.  Nature  seems  to  have  pointed  out 
this  country  as  an  asylum  for  the  people  oppressed 
in  other  parts  of  the  world.  It  would  be  wrong, 
therefore,  to  first  admit  them  here,  and  then  treat 
them  for  so  long  a  time  so  hardly.  As  to  the  mer- 
chants from  this  country  returning  home  with 
their  wealth  acquired  here,  it  was  not  the  case  in 
Pennsylvania,  whatever  it  might  be  in  Virginia. 
They  very  seldom  went  homo  again,  but  married 
and  settled  in  the  country.  He  also  thought  the 
country  obliged  to  them,  as  it  was  capable  of  em- 
ploying the  largest  capital  which  could  be  brought 
into  it  He  knew  of  no  such  competition  as  the 
gentleman  spoke  about  between  the  natives  and  the 
aliens. 

Mr.  BouDuioT  reminded  the  House  of  a  late 
Proclamation  by  the  Presidbnt,  wherein,  among 
other  things,  it  is  said  that  this  country  is  an  asy- 
lum to  the  oppressed  of  all  nations.  He  was  for 
shortening  the  period  of  admission.  He  saw  a  great 
deal  in  the  remark  as  to  the  bad  policy  of  admitting 
people  into  the  country  and  refusing  them  for  so 
long  a  period  the  rights  of  citizens. 

Several  other  gentlemen  spoke.  The  bill  finally 
passed. 

Fripat,  January  9. 

A  petition  of  Charles  Heems,  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  a  new  register  may  be  granted  in  the 
case  of  the  brig  Solitaire,  an  American  bottom, 
which  was  captured  b)(  the  British,  and  afterwards 
retaken  by  the  French,  and  carried  into  Aux  Cayes, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three;  the  said  brig  being  condemned  as  British 
property,  and  the  original  register  detained  by  the 
captors. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Carxks,  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  Mr.  Hancock; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

A  petition  of  William  HtU  Serjeant  and  Na- 
than Richardson,  merchants  and  partners,  of  the 
town  of  Petersburg,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
they  may  be  allowed  the  amount  of  the  drawback 
on  a  quantity  of  wine  exported  from  the  port  of 
Petersburg,  and  duly  landed  at  Rotterdam,  in  the 
United  Netherlands,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two;  a  judgment  having 
been  obtained  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
SUtes  for  the  State  of  yi<|;ini%  od  the  bood 
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g^Ten  for  the  duties  accruing  on  the  said  wine,  pre- 
vious to  receiving  the  eyidence  required  by  law  for 
reminding  the  sauie. 

Orde^d,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  Mr.  Latimbr;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

A  petition  of  John  Finley,  late  a  Captain  in  the 
Pennsylvania  line  of  the  Continental  Army,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the 
location  which  he  has  made  of  the  proportion  of 
land  due  for  his  military  services,  during  the  late 
war,  in  one  of  the  ranges  of  townships  on  the  rive^ 
Ohio,  together  with  the  improvements  thereon, 
may  be  confirmed  to  him,  and  a  grant  issued  for 
the  same. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  is 
committed  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  soldiers  in  the  late  Army. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Epaphras  Jones, 
and  others ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Situate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of 
Samuel  Prioleau ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Field,  Jesse  and 
Bobert  Wain,  and  Hartshorne,  Large,  and  Com- 
pany, merchants,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

I'he  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'  An  act 
to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  Samuel 
Prioleau,*'  wcs  read  twice,  and  committed. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA, 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, relative  to  arming,  oi^nizing  and  disci- 
plining the  Militia  of  the  United  States.  The  re- 
port recommended'  to  enforce  the  law  by  suitable 
penalties ;  and  a  long  debate  ensued  whether  Con- 
gress had  a  right  to  enact  such  penalties.  The 
following  clause  in  the  Constitution  gave  rise  to^ 
this  debate: 

"The  CoiigreM  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  or- 
ganizing, Arming,  and  ditfciplining  the  Militia,  ami  f(»r 
gtiveruing  siich  pnrt  of  them  aa  may  be  employed  in 
the  service  of  th«  United  States,  renerving  to  the  States 
respectively,  the  np()ointment  uf  the  officers,  and  the 
authority  oif  training  the  Militia  acoordiiig  to  tlie  disci- 
pline prescribed  by  Congress.'* 

A  great  number  of  gentlemen  spoke  on  this 
point  Mr.  Sedgwick  observed  that  to  a  Govern- 
ment to  which  was  committed  the  charge  of  de- 
fending society,  against  internal  violence  and  ex- 
ternal invasion,  means  adequate  to  the  attainment 
of  those  important  objects,  ought  to  be  delegated. 
These  means  must  be  composed  of  efiBctent  force, 
in  the  form  of  militia,  or  of  that,  which  was  gene- 
rally considered  as  baneful  to  liberty,  a  standing 
army.  A  Constitution  which  was  designed  to  per- 
petuate freedgm  would  doubtkia  intend  to  render 


the  former  as  efficient,  and  the  latter  as  tHinece^i 
ry  as  possible.  In  legislating  on  this  xabject,  if  a 
uncertainty  should  occur,  those  principles  shoi 
have  their  due  influence  in  the  constructioD  to 
given  to  the  Constitution. 

He  laid  it  down  as  a  principle,  which  be  p 
sumed  would  not  be  disputed  by  any  one,  tlui 
complete  and  uncontrolled  power  over  the  Hiiii 
was  deposited  in  the  National  and  State  Govei 
rocnts.  The  only  question  was,  which  was  to  r*  ^ 
gate  the  distribution  of  those  powers  ?  To  the 
mer  it  was  expressly  delegated  to  provide  •*  for  t| 
organising,  arming,  and  disciplining;  the  mi!tii 
These  words,  when  applied  to  the  subject  « 
as  full  and  comprehensive,  perhapf^  as  any  io 
language.  The  question  before  the  Cororair 
was,  could  penalties  be  imposed,  if  they  shoaM 
come  necessary,  to  carry  into  effect  those  j 
The  maxim  was  undoubtedly  true,  that  vheti 
general  power  was  granted,  all  the  usual  ai 
known  means  necessary  and  proper  to  cinT 
into  effect  were  granted  also.  If,  then,  the  ini|to 
tion  of  penalties  were  the  usual  and  known  ni^i 
to  effectuate  *Uhe  organizing,  arming  and  <i\< 
plining  of  the  Militia,"  it  would  follow  of  irrH 
tible  consequence,  that  they  might  be  employed  fi 
that  purpose,  if  not  prevented  by  the  powers  n 
served  to  the  States.  ! 

To  the  States  it  was  reserved  to  appoint  offiffd 
and  to  train  the  militia,  according  to  **  the  dirtipSf 
prescribed  by  Congress."  A  reservation  contn* 
ling  a  general  grant  should  receive  a  strict  om 
struction.  **  Training,"  he  believed  a  word  ^\ 
limited  and  less  comprehensive  than  '*di.<iripHn 
ing,^*  which  he  considered  as  comprehending  u 
the  means  necessary  to  be  employed  to  consiitnd 
the  character  of  a  soldier.  •*  Training"  cmam 
hended  only  a  part  of  those  means.  It  would  t^ 
his  mind  seem  absurd,  and  almost  contradictorr 
that  when  there  was  committed  to  this  Goremj 
ment  the  protection  and  defence  of  each  indN 
dual,  and  of  the  whole  community,  when  this  (rij 
vernment  itself  was  founded  on  principles  wbicij 
cherished  a  militia  'to  the  exclusion  of  a  stsndin|| 
force,  wherever  it  could  be  done,  when  the  Governj| 
ment,  for  those  important  purposes,  was  directdl 
to  provide  for  *'  organizing,  arming,  and  di.4Cfp//iM 
ing  the  militia;"  it  would  seem  absurd  and  coo-i 
tradictory  to  say,  penalties  could  not  be  \m^f^ 
by  law.  It  would  be  in  the  same  sentence  to  gnnti 
and  to  deny ;  for  he  would  run  the  hazard  tottfiniij 
that  without  penalties  no  effectual  provision  could 
be  made  for  **  organizing,  arming  and  discipUoiog 
the  militia." 

It  was  not,  he  believed,  difficult  to  conjecture 
by  what  means  this  distribution  of  powers  betvef  a| 
the  National  and  State  Qovernments  had  crept 
into  the  Constitution.  It  would  have  seemed  in- 
congruous to  have  denied  to  Congress  a  complete 
control  over  the  militia.  But  having  concedud 
this  power  in  the  words  which  had  been  so  often 
repeated,  a  laudable  jealousy  would  natunlly 
have  excited  an  apprehension,  that,  at  some  f  iture 
time,  the  militia  might  be  neglected  to  affoH  • 
pretence  for  standing  armies.  This  jealousy  coo^ 
in  no  other  way  have  been  ao  well  quieted  ti  b;  j 
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thorizing  the  Staten,  who  would  discern,  and 
utrd  agiAinat  the  intended  encroachments,  by 
:niinincr,^*  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  thq  militia. 
1  thiii  Huppo^iition,  the  Constitutional  distribution 
powerst  in  this  instance  was  consUtunt,  and  die- 
Le<l  by  rational  reflection. 
To  pursue  further  the  subject,  when  the  roilitin 
oul  J  be  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  Uni- 
J  StaCe.s,  Cann;ress  were  by  the  Constitution  to 
ovi<l«3  for  their  g;overniuent  Tiiin  was  necessary 
prevent  a  State,  in  case  of  dis^ffiction,  from  de- 
ti\n%,  under  a  pretence  of  **  training,**  the  ezer- 
ia  of  the  general  powers  granted  to  tliis  Gavern- 
unt. 

Mr.  ScDOWfCK  said,  that  it  had  always  appeared 
)  htm  anti-R;5publiean  to  attempt  to  nirrow  the 
oarers  of  this  G.ivernment  over  the  militia.  An 
ftfctivc  force  of  some  kinvl  roust  be  at  the  disposal 
f  the  Qovernment,  which  a  militia  could  never  be, 
al^ss  adequate  penalties  were  prescribed,  and  in 
kse  of  delinquency  iiiflicterl.  Risort  must  thi;n, 
1  every  instance,  be  had  to  a  standing  army. 
*aere  was  no  other  alternative. 

lie  was  not  in  this  case  influenced  by  local  con- 
idcratiods.  Tue  militia  of  the  State  to  which  he 
lelonged  wra<i  respectable  and  effjctive.  He  was 
nrry  to  add  that  in  some  of  the  States  the  reverse 
ras  confessedly  and  lamentably  trua  Hj  had  at 
lU  limes  been  astonished  to  perceive,  that  the  op- 
^sicion  to  this  measure  had  arisen  from  those  dis- 
tricts for  whose  peculiar  beneflt  it  wan  desi<(ned. 

Mr.  MoRaAT  wished  that  soms  gentleman  who 
vas  better  acquainted  with  military  mitters  than 
biiaself  woulti  explain  the  distinction  between  the 
t^o  words,  '*  training  an  1  disciplining/*  used  in 
the  above  clauses  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  ro^e  to  answer  this  query.     Train- 
ing implied  chiefly  teaching  a  man  t>  handle  his 
ti'oi^  to  stand  upright,  to  wheel  t>  the  riglit  and 
left,  and  to  march.     But  disciplining  comprehend- 
ed a  great  deal  more.     A  disciplined  soldier  must 
Understand  the  duties  of  a  sentinel,  the  art  of  en- 
cainptag,  and  a  nunber  of  ot  ler  things  which  a 
common   militia   man   did   not    learn  when   only 
fc-tirtjn'.     IIj  said   t^iat  thvj  lirst  dity  of  a  sol- 
dier ought  to  be  to  take  care  of  himself,  and  an  ac 
q'Umtance  with  this  lesson  had  been  severely  felt 
bv  miny  in  the  late  expedition  to  the  Westward. 
Nj:ub,;rs  of  the  militia  did  not  know  how  to  set 
up  a  tenL     The  Virginia  militia  who  went  out 
Were  neither  disciplined  nor  trained.     The  Miry- 
\a:)iers  appear  to  have  been  nvich  in  the   same 
situation,  for  when  Mr.  Smith  drj  v  part  of  them 
out  and  ordered  them  to  load,  he  f>und  that  fifly 
Wj  put  down  the  bill  before  tue  charge  of  pow- 
4^r.    Some  of  them  did  n4)t  even  know  how  to 
^*^y  *  I5'm  over  their  shoulder.     Hi  pressed  the 
Committee   to  come  to  a  decision  immediately. 
Oentlemen  said  that  they  hoped  that  there  would 
^  no  more  insurrection-;.     I  hope  so   too,  (said 
Mr.  S,)  but  dojs  that  insure  the  thing?     I  believe 
^^  sir.    Nothinjf   had   been    farther    from    the 
tlmaviit^  0f  (ii^  [loose  last  session  than  an  insur- 
feciion. 

Hr.  Frrssixoxs  hoped  that   the  house  would 
come  to  some  resolatton  on  the  subject    He  was 


authorized  to  say  that  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania were  waiting  in  suspense  to  see  what  would 
be  done  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Tkacv  sai'l,  he  was  convinced  of  the  ne- 
ceasity  of  amending  the  militia  law;  before  Con- 
gress m  ide  any  regulations  of  the  kind,  the  militia, 
in  the  State  he  came  from,  was  under  very  good 
discipline;  but  he  really  thought  the  present  law 
of  the  United  States  had  a  tendency  to  injure,  in- 
stead 4»f  assisting,  the  regularity  and  discipline 
which  had  been  before  astablished  by  the  State  in 
their  militia  law.  It  had  been  said,  the  Constitu- 
tion did  not  frive  Congress  power  to  enf  >rce  their 
act  by  penalties,  becau^s  training;  the  militia  was 
reserved  to  the  several  Statea  He  should  be  sorry 
to  give  a  forced  explanation  to  any  part  of  the 
Constitution,  and  if  there  were  anv  who  wished 
ic  in  that  House,  as  had  been  hinted,  he  wouli  op- 
pose every  such  attempt :  but  he  could  not  reve- 
rence the  opinions  of  gentlemen  who  had  uni- 
formly opposed  the  Constitution,  before  and  since 
its  adoption,  till  lately,  and  now  pretended  to  bo 
its  greatest  friends,  and  under  that  mask  wished 
to  fritter  it  down  to  rags,  and  reduce  it  literally 
to  the  state  of  self-rightsousness — the  more  wo 
have  of  it  the  worse.  H  j  then  read  the  clause  of 
the  Constitution,  and  said,  it  was  clear  that  all 
the  power  respecting  the  militia,  was,  by  the  flrst 
part  of  the  sentence,  deposited  in  Congress;  but  a 
special  reservation  was  afterwards  made  to  the 
States  to  appoint  ofli3ers«-this  was  explicit ;  and 
what  m;)re  was  reserved  to  tho  States?  To  train 
the  militia  pursuant  to  the  discipline  prescribed 
by  Congress.  Tiiis,  he  said,  could  give  them  no 
power  of  training,  but  in  exact  obedience  to  the 
rules  given  thiim  by  Congress ;  that  is.  Congress 
will  take  every  necessary  step  to  organize,  arm 
and  discipline  the  militia,  (except  officurin-^ ;)  they 
will  get  the  m.m  on  the  fluid;  when  they  are 
there  the  State  is  to  train  them,  is  to  be  the  Exe- 
cutive of  the  United  States,  and  exactly  pursuant 
to  their  rules  train  the  militia.  The  training  men- 
tioned in  the  Constitution,  he  said,  could  mean  no 
more ;  as  disciplining,  which  was  expressly  in  the 
hands  of  Congress,  included  training,  but  training 
did  not  include  disciplining — a  good  deflnition  of 
the  ditferen!;e  between  the  two  terms  had  been 
given  by  Mr.C3.  Sjhth,  who  had  spoken  before 
him. 

Mr.  T.  said,  in  ordinary  cases,  a  certain  spe- 
cified portion  of  power  was,  by  the  Constitution, 
given  to  Congress,  and  all  not  specified  was  of 
course  reserved  by  the  States;  but  in  this  case 
the  tables  were  turned — all  the  power  was  vested 
in  Congress  by  the  first  part  of  the  sentence,  and 
a  spocitied  portion  reserved  to  the  States,  which 
ought  to  be  strictly  construed,  so  as  to  give  the 
several  States  no  constructive  power  to  defeat 
any  thing  Congress  should  do  upon  the  subject ; 
or,  prevent  uniform  and  general  laws  from  ope- 
rating by  the  interference  of  local  and  State  regu- 
lationa  H^,  therefore,  was  clearly  of  opinion  the 
power  of  Congress,  by  the  express  words  of  the 
Constitution,  extended  to  enforcing  by  penalties 
as  contemplated  by  the  resolutioQ  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 
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Mr.  Giles  was  not  for  straining  the  Constitution, 
but  he  wan  clear  that  Congress  had  such  a  power 
of  enforcing;  the  execution  of  the  law. 

The  Committee  went  through  the  resolution,  and 
reported  it  to  the  Hou^e,  where  it  was  twice  read 
and  agreed  to,  in  the  following  words : 

Betolredj  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  an  uniform  Militia  throughout  the 
United  States/*  ought  to  be  amended;  and  that 
further  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  arm- 
ing the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  and  for  enfor- 
cing the  execution  of  the  Militia  laws,  by  adequate 
and  uniform  penalties. 

Orderedj  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Giles, 
Mr.  SEDGWICK,  Mr.  IIeister,  Mr.  Locke,  Mr. 
Van  CoRTLANnr,  Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Samuel 
Smith,  Mr.  Ikvike,  Mr.  Parkeii,  and  Mr.  Jerb* 
MiAH  Wadswoktii,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
8ame. 


MoNDAT,  January  12. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchants,  and  other  ci- 
tizens, of  the  towns  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subFcribcd,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  mea- 
sures may  be  adopted  by  Concfress  to  obtain  resti- 
tution for  the  depredations  committed  on  the  pro- 
perty of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  authority  of 
that  Government. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  ves- 
83ls  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
cries,  and  for  regulating  the  same ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Attorney  General,  accompanying  a  re- 
port of  such  tables  of  fees  and  regulations  as  are 
proper  to  be  established  for  the  Courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  6th  of  June  last ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Eittera, 
and  Mr.  Sherburne,  with  instruction  to  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  or  the  United  States,  of 
the  80th  ultimo,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  referred  to  therein,  be  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  is  committed 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  South  of  the  river  Ohio.  It  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Dannery, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Wednesday  next 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled *^  An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  of  Samuel  Prioleau  ;*'  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 

DEFENCE  OF  THE  FRONTIERS 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prbsioeit 
or  THE  United  States,  laying  before  Congress, 
for  their  consideration,  the  copy  of  a  Letter  fnioi 
the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  by  an  extnct 
from  a  memorandum  of  James  Seagrove,  A|reni 
of  Indian  Affairs.  Tiie  Message  and  papers  were 
read: 

Mr.  Murrat  then  moved  that  the  Mesn»« 
should  be  referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  tne 
Whole  House,  to  which  had  been  rtferred  the  me- 
morial from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Southwestern 
Territory. 

Mr.  Nicholas  objected  strongly  to  this  motion, 
as  showing  too  much  deference  to  the  Heads  of  tt« 
Departments.  The  paper  in  question  ought  not  to 
have  been  sent  to  the  House  at  all. 

Mr.  MuKKAY  defended  his  motion.  He  inqnired 
how  the  gentleman  proposed  to  get  information! 
Was  he  to  manufacture  it  himself,  or  in  what  war 
could  he  better  obtain  it  than  from  the  Heads  of 
the  Departments  ?  He  had  not,  for  his  own  part, 
that  species  of  jealousy  of  them  which  the  geiitlv^ 
man  last  up  had. 

Mr.  Nicholas  repeated  his  arguments  with  SAne 
warmth.  He  said  that  the  Letter  A-om  the  late  S^ 
cretary  at  War  was  not  oflBcial,  but  officious.  It 
had  a  particular  aspect  which  should  forbid  iu 
getting  any  such  mark  of  attention.  It  was  nei- 
ther more  nor  less  than  a  commentary  on  some  nf 
the  proceedings  of  the  last  session  of  Congre>«.  If 
this  was  received,  we  might  expect  the  table  to  be 
leaped  wtth  such  things. 

Mr.  Sedowick  could  really  see  no  reason  to  re- 
ject the  motion.  The  Pbesidknt  had  undoubted- 
ly a  right  to  send  the  communication.  The  $:ub* 
ject  was  confessedly  of  the  utmost  importance. 
The  member  asked,  if  the  House  were  to  c\os6 
their  understandings,  and  refuse  all  infomuition 
from  that  quarter  ?  He  repeated  that  he  could  s^ 
no  ground  of  any  sort  for  refusing  consent  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Giles  was  equally  dissatisfied  with  the 
matter  of  this  letter,  and  with  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  introduced  into  the  Hoa^v. 
They  were  both  equally  exceptionable.  The  lit- 
ter had  come  without  any  call.  It  was  an  Exe- 
cutive comment  on  a  Legislative  proceedin<r.  It 
was  a  defence  of  a  measure  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate, and  it  condemned  by  implication  another  of 
that  House.  To  Mr.  G.  it  was  a  y^ry  extraordi- 
nary paper.  The  Pbesidbnt  wa.s  not  to  be  sup- 
posed^ however,  answerable  for  the  propriety  of 
its  contents.  He  should  be  very  unwilling  to  take 
any  notice  of  this  paper  at  all.  It  had  been  Jasilr 
remarked  that  it  was  a  comment  on  tran^ictioos 
of  the  last  session.  A  section  of  a  bill  passed  in  the 
Senate  last  session,  and  rejected  by  the  House  of 
i  Representatives,  was  inserted  in  it^  and  recon- 
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ided.  This  pnper  mijicht  operate  very  ma  ten- 
on the  deliberationR  of  the  House.  This  wa<)  a 
r  had  precedent  The  Executive  had  nothing 
\q  with  any  question  pending  before  the  Legis- 
irp,  and  consequently  had  no  occasion  to  send 
h  a  thin^. 

\t.  HoLTBif  imagined  that  the  gentleman  from 

ryland,   [Mr.  Mvbrat]   had  extended  hismo- 

1  too  fnr.     It  ought  to  have  comprehended  only 

taking  into  consideration  the  Message  of  the 

ESIDENT. 

Mr.  MuRRAT  complained  of  the  asperity  of  ex- 
^ssion  employed  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[r.  NicBOLAs]  Not  official  but  officious,  and 
;  intelligence  artificial,  were  phrases  to  which  he 
jected.  The  gentleman  might  have  higher  sources 
inrormation  than  he  had.  Mr.  M.  was  willing  to 
(c  up  with  information  wherever  he  could  get  it, 
d  he  could  have  it  nowhere  with  more  propriety 
tn  from  the  national  servants.  It  was  no  good 
ison  to  reject  information  merely  because  we  had 
t  asked  for  it  Mr.  Giles  had  given  .a  piece  of 
ieliigence  which  Mr.  M.  said,  was  to  him  entire- 
new,  vii.  that  when  the  Ilonse  wanted  informa- 
m,  ie  was  one  of  their  rules  not  to  refer  for  it  to 
e  Heads  of  Departments.  The  topic  was  great 
d  important,  and  the  House,  before  they  rise, 
ust  examine  in  general  into  the  situation  of  the 
rath  western  frontier,  and  our  terms  with  the  In- 
ans.  Mr.  M.  said  that  the  Delegate  from  the 
rath  western  Territory  [Mr.  Woite,]  would  certain- 
be  glad  to  obtain  the  information  conveyed  in 
lis  paper.  If  any  gentleman  would  point  out  any 
iher  way  by  which  the  House  could,  without  ab- 
irdiiy,  get  friim  the  pREsrDENT  the  information 
Mitiined  in  this  letter,  Mr.  M.  should  be  willing  to 
dopt  it 

Hr.  BouDiNOT  was  entirely  satisfied  both  as  to 
^t  propriety  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  Letter 
r  the  Secretary,  and  as  to  the  mnnner  in  which 
t  had  been  introduced  into  that  House.  That  the 
^tC8iDB2tT  bad  a  right  to  consult  the  Heads  of 
^-jpartinents,  there  could  be  no  kind  of  doubt 
(r.  BouDiifOT  then  read  the  following  passage 
rora  the  Constitution :  "  The  Prbsidrkt  shall  be 
^mmander-in-chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
Jnited  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several 
wtes.  He  may  require  the  opinion,  in  writing,  of 
he  principal  officer  in  each  of  the  Executive  De- 
Mrtments,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties 
>f  their  respective  offices."  Mr.  B.  defended  the 
AeHK^e  in  all  its  circum.<<tances,  and  in  the  most 
^inteJ  turms.  It  was  perfectly  proper,  and  pecu- 
iarly  so  at  this  time.  By  the  Constitution,  and  by 
|lie  rules  and  practice  of  the  House,  the  PRCsmtifT 
had  a  right  to  offer  his  advice  regarding  Legisla- 
tive actH. 

Mr.  \V.  SxiTH  had  seen  much  needless  jealousy 
in  the  House  towards  Heads  of  Departments ;  and 
^e  present  he  thought  a  refinement  on  that  side. 
There  had  been  two  objections  to  the  eommunica- 
^wn  from  the  S«»cretary  of  War,  the  one  as  to  the 
"^tter,  and  the  other  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
^M  introduced  to  the  House ;  as  to  the  latter,  it 
^>s  Raid  to  have  been  obtruded  una<(ked.  In  this 
"•t  objection  Mr.  a  law  nothing.    He  read  a  pre- 


cedent from  the  Journals,  which  he  itisisted  to  be 
exactly  similar,  and  where  Mr.  Nicholas  himself 
ha^l  been  one  of  a  committee  appointed  to  examine 
and  report.  As  to  the  matter,  we  mijrht  as  reason- 
ahly  object  to  the  Speeches  of  the  Prrsidbnt,  re- 
minding the  House  of  business  which  had  been  be- 
fore them,  or  recommending  subjects  to  their  notice. 
He  considered  the  objections  of  both  strts  as  entire- 
ly unfounded. 

Mr.  Madison  recommended  the  alteration  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Holten,  for  restricting  the  motion 
of  commitment  to  the  Message  of  the  Prbsidcnt, 
and  not  to  take  any  notice  of  the  letter  from  the 
Secretary,  which  he  considered  as,  in  itself,  ex- 
tremely improper.  It  could  not  be  meant  as  in- 
formation, and  the  House  had  no  occasion  to  take 
advice  from  the  Secretary.  The  letter  itself  look- 
ed more  like  a  forced  thing,  than  any  which  he 
recollected  to  have  seen  since  the  establishment  of 
the  Constitution.  The  subject,  however,  was  deli- 
cate. The  President  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
give  advice  or  information  in  any  way  which  he 
thought  best.  It  was  totally  ill-judged  in  the  Se- 
cretary to  have  conveyed  his  opinion  in  the  very 
words  of  a  clause  in  a  bill  that  had  passed  through 
the  Senate  last  session,  and  been  rtjected  in  that 
House.  The  communication  translated  into  plain 
language  amounted  to  this:  **The  Senate  last  ses- 
sion bad  more  wisdom  than  this  House,  and  it  is 
proper  for  this  House  to  reconsider  its  proceedings, 
and  improve  by  the  superior  wisdom  of  the  Senate." 
Due  respect  should,  however  be  paid  to  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President.  It  ought  to  he  taken  into 
consideration,  and  Mr.  M.  was  not  willing  to  cast 
obstructions  in  its  way,  or  to  make  needless  objec- 
tions. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  he  was  for  referring;  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  with  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  that  consequently  he  was  against  striking  out 
the  words  which  expressed  that  intention.  If,  by 
omitting  to  take  any  notice  of  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary,  it  was  meant  to  reject  the  information  on 
account  of  the  source  from  which  it  came,  it  ar- 
gued such  a  degree  of  jealousy  and  distrust  as  ap- 
peared both  unreasonable  and  unconstitutional.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  the  object  was  not  so  much  to 
reject  it,  as  by  the  manner  of  referring  the  Mes- 
sage, to  convey  any  reproof  or  disrespect  towards 
the  late  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  D.  should  be  still 
more  decidedly  averse  to  the  modification  propos- 
ed. He  lamented  it  as  an  unhappy  circumstance 
for  this  country,  that  the  gentleman  who  was  lately 
the  Head  of  the  War  Department  had  thought  pro- 
per to  resign.  That  gentleman  had  executed  the 
complicated  and  important  duties  of  his  office  with 
zeal,  fidelity,  and  ability,  and  ought  to  be  protect- 
ed fn)m  any  proposition  or  remark  which  glanced 
unfavorably  at  him,  or  might  wound  his  feelings 
at  the  moment  of  hi.<4  leaving  us.  Mr.  D.  then  ad- 
duced the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  1790, 
to  the  President,  on  the  subject'of  the  M  l!iia  sys- 
tem, as  a  striking  precedent  The  Secretary  there 
informed  the  President,  that  he  had  submitted 
to  him  a  plan  for  the  arrangement  of  the  Militia. 
The  President  sent  a  Message  with  the  plan  to 


1075 


fflSTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1076 


II.  or  R] 


Defence  of  the  Frontier. 


[Jasuakt,  ITi^i 


the  House  of  Representatives.  What  were  the 
Fteps  then  uken  in  that  parallel  casef  Was 
the  Message  then  alone  referred  as  it  is  now 
proposed  by  some  gentlemen  f  The  JoumalK,  on 
the  contrary,  prove,  that  the  Message  and  plan 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
was  possible,  Mr.  D.  added,  that  the  present  Con- 
gress might  deem  themselves  wiser  than  their  pre- 
decessors. It  was  possible  that  many  might  think 
it  safest  to  shat  their  ears  against  all  kinds  of  in- 
formation from  the  Heads  of  Departments,  or  even 
from  the  Pusidbnt  himselt  There  miglit  be 
some  who  would  be  willing  to  free  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  certain  obligations,  or  shack- 
les under  which  the  Constitution  placed  them, 
by  tearing  out  a  leaf  from  that  instrument,  but  he 
ventured  to  say  that  it  was  too  soon  yet  to  at- 
tempt it 
^  Mr.  Sm iLiB  complained  of  the  style  of  the  memo- 
rial from  the  SecreUry  of  War,  and,  as  a  specimen, 
he  read  the  following  passage : 

*'  ft  is  a  melanchi»ly  refli'crion  that  our  modes  of  po- 
fmlatifin  bave  been  more  destractive  to  the  Indian  na* 
tive«  than  the  ennduct  of  tlie  conquerors  of  Mex'co  and 
Peru,  'llie  evidence  of  ihis  is  the  utter  extirptttioti  of 
nearly  ail  the  Indians  in  the  most  populous  paru  of  the 
Union.  ^  A  future  historian  may  iimrk  the  cause*  of  this 
destruction  of  the  humao  race  in  sable  colors.  Although 
the  present  Govern 'neut  of  the  United  States  cannot 
with  propriety  be  involved  in  the  opprobrium,  yet  it 
seems  iiecessiiry  however,  in  order  to  render  their  atten- 
tion upon  this  subject  strongly  characteristic  of  their 
j  istice.  thiit  some  powerful  attempts  should  be  ma<ld  to 
tranquiiize  the  fruutiers,  particularly  those  South  of  the 
Ohia" 

In  reading  the  above  .extract,  Mr.  M.  went  no 
farther  than  to  the  words  Boble  colors,  Mr.  S. 
Smith  deisired  that  he  should  read  on,  that  the 
House  might  bear  that  no  insinuation  was  intend- 
ed,  as  if  the  present  G  ivernin^nt  of  the  United 
States  had  countenanced  such  ravages.  Mr  Smilie 
said,  that  he  knew  what  came  after,  but  who 
would  compare  the  Rrst  settlers  of  North  America 
to  the  Spaniards,  who  destroyed  in  their  mines 
thousands  and  millions  of  the  Indians,  and  whose 
memory  had  been  consigned  to  the  execration  of 
centuries  ? 

Mr.  Ambs  rose.  Just  when  he  had  be<run  speak- 
ing, there  came  in  a  Mess:ii;e  from  the  PaEsioaNr 
by  his  Secretary.  On  this,  Mr.  A.  observed,  that 
perhaps,  while  gentlemen  were  now  speaking 
there  might  have  arisen  a  new  subject  of  dispute. 
Perhaps  by  the  new  doctrine,  we  should  reject  all 
communications  from  that  quarter.  Tue  Message 
having  been  delivered,  Mr.  A,  went  on  to  remark, 
that  turning  loose  the  American  militia  to  guard 
the  Southwestern  frontier,  was  a  system  of  slaugh- 
ter, of  desolation.  It  was  to  make  a  Potter's  Auld 
an  hundred  thousand  miles  in  extent!  It  was  a 
system  to  waste  the  blood  of  the  white  man,  and  to 
extirpate  the  Indians.  The  militia  were  not  the 
people  to  prevent  those  kind  of  injuries  against  the 
Indians  which  were  the  cause  of  hostilities.  But 
gentlemen  who  were  now  so  delicate  as  to  the  style 
of  memorials,  would  do  well,  if  they  extended  that 
delicacy  to  other  memorials  which  bad  been  pre- 


sented to  that  House,  and  referred  by  the  coiL^ent 
of  those  very  members  to  select  committees.  Pi- 
pers had  been  offered  to  that  House,  wherein  its 
conduct  had  been  criminated  and  reprobated  in 
the  most  unqualified  language  of  d^estation.  Yet 
gentlemen,  on  some  of  these  occasions,  showed  no 
resentment  Mr.  A.  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  pre- 
sent motion  as  introducing  a  new  and  dant^roos 
precedent  The  opposition  to  it  came  exactly  un- 
der that  description,  for  it  was  a  direct  attack  upon 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  FiTZsixoNS  approved  of  the  moUon.  It 
had  been  asked  if  the  Psbsidbht  was  responnbW 
for  the  contents  of  this  Report  fi'om  the  Secretsrr 
of  War  ?  Mr.  F.  did  not  think  so ;  hut  if  he  hail 
not  communicated  it,  the  member  would  hare 
thought  him  responsible  for  the  omission.  The 
Prbsidbnt  had  a  right  to  ask  advice  from  the 
Heads  of  the  Departments.  Mr.  F.  never  knew  t 
Message  from  the  Prbsidbnt  which  required  % 
mference,  that  had  been  refused  it  As  a  Qutt«r 
of  course,  as  a  matter  of  right,  it  ought  to  be  re 
ferred. 

Mr.  MuRRAT  rose  and  read  that  passage  in  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary,  whksh  Mr.  S.  Smith  hs4 
desired  Mr.  Smilib  to  r^ad,  and  which  he  had  not 
read.  [  They  are  inserted  both  together  Rt  full  length 
as  above.] 

Mr.  Nicholas  moved  an  amendment,  and  which 
was  seconded  for  striking  out  the  latter  part  of  the 
resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Morray.  This  m\At 
it  merely  a  reference  of  the  Me8sa;*e  finom  the  Pbc- 
siDEXT  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  om> 
ted  all  notice  whatever  of  the  report  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  War. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  really  thought  this  a  squeamiih- 
ness  for  which  be  saw  no  manner  of  foundation. 

Mr.  Giles  arose. — He  said  that  %  gendemtn 
from  Massachu.setts  had  asserted  that  some  mem- 
bers considered  the  whole  Constitution  as  enttrelr 
in  this  H0U.S&  This  imputation  was  a  thing  of  so 
serious  a  nature,  that  Mr.  G.  wished  the  i^ntlemin 
to  point  out  the  person  to  whom  he  alluded.  If  it 
respected  Mr.  G.  himself  the  a^^sertion  was  unfounJ- 
ed.  It  was  not  true.  He  had  the  highest  re$p«fct 
for  every  branch  of  the  Constitution.  This  Qr4s  a 
charge  frequently  made  by  one  side  of  the  Hd;i<& 
Gentlemen  had  called  the  contents  of  this  pap-'f 
information.  He  saw  in  it  nothing  but  what  the 
House  knew  without  the  assistance  of  the  SwTre- 
tary.  He  considered  the  report  as  an  effjrt  upon 
the  opinion  of  this  Hou^e,  as  an  attack  upon  its  in- 
dependence, and  that  in  a  very  indelicate  way.  He 
thought  the  report  in  all  respects  unworthy  of  the 
notice  of  the  House.  H«3  hoped  that  this  paper 
woultl  not  be  committed,  but  that  the  Message  of 
the  Prbsidbnt  would  be  so. 

[ Tue  passage  in  the  report  repeatedly  referred  to 
as  having  been  borrowed  from  a  bill  passed  in  the 
Senate,  last  session,  is  in  these  words: 

**Tiiat  all  persons  who  shall  be  aswmb!!^  I  or  emb> 
died  ill  arm*,  (ni  any  Ian  U  beUm ^in^  to  In  Wan^  (ni:  i^ 
the  nrdiD.iry  jurisdiction  of  any  Scare. <ir  of  thj  Terriw- 
ry  Si>uth  of  the  Ohio,  for  di»  uurpo<ie  of  WiU'rin^  i^ain^ 
the  Indiao4,  or  cominittin ^  depredstious  up>Mi  nny  In* 
dian  town,  or  peraooi,or  property,  ahall  thereby  beoooif 
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ble  Had  su^eet  to  the  rulea  ani  artieles  of  war, 
lirh  afe  «r  •ball  be  establUheci  Unr  the  gu?eraiiient 
the  tr(M>|M  %d  the  United  Stateit.*' 

Thiit  waa  a  section  of  a  hit]  which  the  Senate 
Med  the  l2u4  seHsion,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the 
9re  eft«etmjil  protection  of  the  Suuthweatern 
mtiera,*'  bat  it  was  disuigreed  to  by  the  House.] 
Mr.  KiTTEKA  considered  this  as  entirely  a  dis- 
ite  abaut  W4»rda,  or  pL-dnly  ahout  notbinv  at  all. 
rnilemen  from  Virginia  were  more  jeahmn  of 
e  Executive  than  even  the  Cotistituiion  itrH'lf 
r.  K.  won  satisfied  that  the  PAsarvRVT  had  a  riirht 
interfere  in  the  LegiMlHtive  prfH«eedin«/M  wiih 
^  opinion  and  advice.  There  w:ih  neiiher  priii- 
pie  nor  prect^ent  for  the  amendment  of  Air. 
[CHOLA.S.  The  dispute  was  merely  about  words 
!«:ia.se  if  the  Me.<<iiag^  of  the  Prssidsnt  wa^  re- 
rred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  report  in 
oe^lion  would,  in  any  ease,  be  referred  a1on|r  with 

t 

Mr.  Amss  neso  again  to  make  some  remarks  on 
le  d.intrer  ef  extending;  too  f;ur  the  privileges  of 
le  Hou^e  of  Representativen  over  the  other 
[oa»e.  Tl«e  moment  that  this  House  is  turned 
ito  n  Convention,  there  is  an  end  of  liberty.  As 
>  impropriety  and  indelicacy  of  style,  he  could 
ri«h  ttiat  the  cognizance  of  members  mi;/ht  extend 
»  mernorinls  addressed  to  the  House,  that  we  may 
et  have  addresses  disrespectful  to  it.  He  entire- 
J  vindii'Jited  the  conduct  of  the  Pkbsidbnt  as  to 
hii  m  itter,  and  saw  a  peculiar  propriety  in  his 
lariiig  made  the  communication  at  present  on  the 
able. 

The  question  was  loudly  called  for;  but  Mr. 
S*icHOLAS  n»se  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ambs.  Would  any 
Din  call  this  a  eommuniciition  from  the  Execu- 
lire?  Mr.  Amrs  spoke  a  few  words  in  a  low  tone 
»f voice.  Mr.  N.  proceeded,  **Tho  f^entleman  pre- 
nricites."  "  I  prevaricate,  sir  T'  rejoined  Mr.  A. 
Bfr.  N.  said,  that  at  best  he  went  off  from  the 
P'>i  it  As  to  the  precedent  produced  by  Mr.  W: 
Smith,  ii  was  quite  inapplicable.  It  bore  no  re- 
B«*inblanc«  or  connexion  to  the  one  before  the  House. 
Trie  o'her  ad  1  need  by  Mr,  Dattox  wa?*,  ho  ad- 
mitted, ill  point.  But  that  gentleman  would  admit 
tlut  it  occurred  in  the  infancy  of  the  Conntituiion, 
which  was  an  excuse  for  it  He  hoped  that  the 
amendment  would  go  through. 

Mr.  Tract  quoted  something  which  Mr.  Nicho- 
i>is  liad  saiJ.     That  geniiemin  immediately  an- 
swered, that   he  had   been   misquoted.     I   know, 
•a'ui  Mr.  Tract,  as  well  as  that  gentleman,  what 
he  BiiJ.    Mr.  Nicholas  got  up  a  second  timr*,  and 
repeated  wh  it  he  atfirmed  were  the  words  which 
lie  had  reslly  spoken.     He  did  not  say  so  before. 
Kiid  Mr.  Tract,  but  I  am  content  thjt  he  should 
*&y  80  now.     I  only  beg  that  he  may  not  interrupt 
me.    As  to  the  motion  for  striking  out  one-half 
<)f  the  resolution,  Mr.  Tract  looked  upon  it  as  out 
of  all  propriety.    The  Parsidbnt  had  sent  a  let- 
ter of  two  lines,  encloHing  a  report  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  War.     To  refer  the  former  without  the 
lA'ter,  would  be  like  referring  to  any  person  the 
■uperacription  of  a  letter,-  but  adding,  at  the  same 
)j,me,  yoa  must  not  look  at  the  inside  of  it.    Mr. 

^'  did  not  care  front  whom    the -report  came. 


If  it  contjiined  useful  information,  that  was  all  he 
wanted  to  know.  And,  suppoMing  it  had  been 
sent  f.um  a  DtMnocratic  society,  thnt  of  itself 
would  with  Mr.  T.  be  no  reason  to  refuse  it  a  re- 
ference. He  then  iib^erved  how  much  more  de- 
ference had  been  paid  by  that  Hon^e  to  Demo- 
cratic societies  than  was  now  pnid  by  some  cen- 
tlemen  to  the  Presidrrt,  Much  care  had  been 
taken  that  a  vote  of  censure  should  not  be  passed 
on  them.  It  looked  as  if  gentlemen  wan;ed  to 
gnwp  all  power  wiihin  this  body.  The  amend- 
ment was  wrong  in  point  both  of  principle  and 
practice.  To  refer  a  mere  superscription,  (for 
tlie  letter  of  the  President  was  noUii ng  mnro,} 
would  look  strange  enou<;h.  The  resolution,  as 
amended,  was  in  a  state  of  hostility  witli  common 
sense. 

Mr.  Ltman  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  for 
striking  ont  the  words  in  the  latter  p^trt  of  the 
motion.  He  thought  it  improper  to  refer  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  HoU'U*  the  report  of  the 
late  Secretary  of  War,  because  it  was  of  an  nm- 
phibiouH  natnre.  It  was  not  a  mere  official  state- 
ment of  MuppoMcd  fictH,  but  the  reanoning  on  these 
facts.  He  was  setiHible  that  precedents  could  be 
found  on  the  Journals,  which  sanctioned  a  com- 
milment  of  aimilar  reports;  but,  fi»r  his  part,  he 
had  ever  thought  the  prnctice  improper,  and  he 
must  meet  the  qnestion  as  it  appeared  to  him.  He 
said,  that  the  Constitution  authorized  the  Passi- 
DBNT  OF  THB  Unitbd  States,  nsv,  it  made  it  a 
duty  incumbent  on  him,  to  give  inform.ntion,  from 
time  to  time,  of  the  state  of  the  Union.  He  was 
also  equally  required  to  suggest,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  whatever  he  thouffht  expedi- 
ent; but  there  was  a  most  material  difference  be- 
tween communicating  information,  and  argument 
or  inferences  deduced  from  it.  The  official  in- 
formation would  always,  without  doubt,  be  re- 
ports from  the  different  Departments,  and,  there- 
fore, would  have  tlie  credit  and  weight  which  was 
due  to  it ;  but  whenever  plans  or  arguments  were 
communicated,  they  should  have  the  reAponsibili- 
tv  attached  to  the  signature  of  the  President. 
What  was  the  ea^ie  in  the  present  instance  ?  H  id 
the  Executive  avowed  the  plan  of  tlie  SecretnrT 
of  War,  or  his  re<isoning?  He  was  persuaded, 
from  the  communication  itself,  that  tlie  Presi- 
dent did  not  at  all  Oitpouse  the  report  as  his  own 
wishes  or  opinion ;  for  there  wtis  nothing  in  the 
Message  implying  that  the  report  had  been  official- 
ly required,  or  that  any  one  sentiment  was  from 
the  high  authority  of  the  E.tecutive.  As  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  L.  had  a  respect  for  him, 
and  believed  that  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of 
his  office  with  ability  and  fidelity,  but  it  implied 
no  censure  to  decline  hearing  his  arguments.  All 
that  the  House  wanted  was  facts  and  information. 
They  were  fully  competent  to  the  suiuible  deduc- 
tions. As  to  the  observation  of  his  colleague,  that 
the  House  were  abridging  the  powers  of  the  Exe- 
cutive, it  was  so  far  from  being  the  case,  they  were 
only  reclaiming  what  had  been  remitted  and  dis- 
useid ;  and  he  bad  no  fears  that  they  would  abuse 
it 

Mr.  HiLLHouax  thought  that  gentlemen  were 
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Rpending  time  in  a  very  trifling  way.  It  in  the 
duty  of  the  Houmo  to  hear  iiiformntioii  from  every 
qa;irter.    He  was  against  the  amendment 

Mr.  J.  Waoswukth  mid,  that  mime  gentlemen 
had  been  offended  nt  tlie  compariHon  in  the  re- 
p4irt  between  the  North  American  settlers  and  the 
8piniirJ«.  Mr.  W.  remarked,  that  if  gentlemen 
would  look  into  two  historians,  the  one  of  Virgi- 
nia and  the  pther  of  New  England,  they  would 
Bee  bad  enough  work.  If  the  Spaniards,  or  any 
other  nation  in  hi2(t(»ry,  had  acted  worse,  he  was 
much  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  wha^  their  prijceed- 
ings  could  |iave  been.  As  to  PennNylvania,  much 
had  lieen  s:tid  of  the  punshamss  from  the  Indians 
of  their  lands;  but  where  was  the  difference  be- 
tween shooting  an  Indian  and  cntchinsr  him  in  a 
trap?  And,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  PenuHvlva- 
nians,  when  they  drove  the  Indians  back  to  Pitts- 
burgh, that  was  sufficientiv  cruel.  We  have  mur- 
dered them  from  the  beginning,  said  Mr.  W.  As 
to  the  question  on  the  amendment,  he  knew  per- 
fectly well  that'  the  President  had  acted  exactly 
conformable  both  to  the  Constitution  and  the 
practice  of  the  House.  To  refu»e  committing  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  along  with  the  Mess-ige, 
would  be  an  affront,  not  to  the  Secretary,  but  to 
the  Pkesidert. 

Mr.  Madisov  looked  upon  the  expression,  as  to 
the  Spiniards,  as  being  extremely  exceptionable. 
It  had  escaped,  perhaps,  inadvertently.  The  Se- 
crettiry  would  not  have  used  it  in  a  report  to  the 
House,  nor  would  the  Prehiobkt  have  employed 
it,  as  from  himself,  in  any  Message  to  the  House. 
Mr.  M.  was  for  the  amendment.  It  was  natural 
enough  that  the  Secretary,  when  communicating 
his  aemiments  in  a  private  manner,  should  make 
use  of  illuHtrations  for  enforcing  iii-i  opinion  that  he 
would  not  have  adopted  in  an  official  paper. 

Mr.  Page  was  persuaded  that  the  Report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  conUiined  nothing  new,  or, 
if  new,  nothing  which  miy  not  as  well  be  used 
when  in  the  hand-«  of  members,  as  when  in  those 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  If  the  amendment 
hod  been  to  throw  the  Message  under  the  table, 
more  warmth  could  not  have  been  shown,  in 
charging  the  opposers  of  the  motion  for  reference 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  with  indecency  to 
the  President,  and  with  a  design  at  usurpation 
of  his  power,  &c.  It  is  said,  that  a  jealousy  has 
been  betrayed  by  some  members  of  an  encroach- 
ment on  tlie  privileges  of  this  House.  Surely,  a 
roost  unnecessary  and  unreasonable  suspicion  has 
also  been  betrayed  by  others,  of  a  design  in  the 
gentlemen  who  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ni- 
cholas, to  encroach  on  the  powers  of  the  Execu- 
tive. Expressions  have  been  used  not  consistent 
with  decency  and  order.  GeniltMnen  have  been 
charged  with  a  factious  spirit,  fivoring  indecent 
remonstrances,  and  with  slighting  and  treatincr 
contemptuously  the  Message  from  the  President. 
Some  members  have,  at  another  time,  been  charged 
with  speaking,  not  to  the  House,  but  to  their  cim- 
stituents,  in  order  to  gain  their  votes  at  an  ap- 
proaching election.  Mr.  P.  said,  th:«t  his  respect 
for  the  Government,  and  for  the  President,  was 
equal  to  that  of  any  man  in  the  House.    He  was 


far  from  \x  ishing  to  reflect  on  the  late  Secretary 
of  War.  Mr.  P.  had  never,  by  any  vote,  censored 
his  conduct,  and  he  entertained  no  wi<th  for  hit 
resignation.  But  he  was  at  liberty  to  think  the 
report  given  to  the  Preudbht  wrong,  the  cooi- 
munictition  of  it  to  tlie  UouMe  as  unne(rei«ary,  ind 
even  if  necessary,  as  sufficiently  acted  upon  whea 
printed  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  memberti 
He  might  have  no  doubt  respecting  the  Con^^tita. 
tionality  of  the  Message  from  the  PaBSiDEirT,  vr 
of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  to  him.  He  luiirht 
require  no  precedents  from  the  Journals  to  prure 
that  the  motion  for  referring  that  Message  was 
perfectly  in  order.  But  he  might  doubt  wbetiiff 
the  substance  of  the  report  was  of  such  a  n«tnre 
as  to  require  the  consideration  <»f  the  Comroiitee 
of  the  Whole.  He  might  also  doubt  wbetJier  the 
report  was  of  sufficient  importance  to  require  the 
most  mature  consideration.  There  might  be  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  manner  of  its  intmdoe- 
tion,  as  some  members  allege  that  there  wexe, 
which  render  the  report  improper  to  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  would  be  a 
precedent  for  referring  every  Message,  and  tlut 
would  be  attended  with  unnecessary  delay.  It 
will  be  paying  a  superfluous  compliment.  If  the 
information  came  from  the  poorest  citizen,  and  wis 
sufficiently  important,  he  would  refer  it,  but  thoogh 
it  came  from  the  Prbsidbht  or  Senate,  and  con- 
tained nothing  which,  in  his  opinion,  required  a 
commitment,  he  should  vote  ag/iiufit  it  Mr.  P. 
was  for  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Nicholas. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  remarked,  that  the  principal  ob- 
jection made  by  the  gentlem.in  who  spoke  IM 
[Mr.  Page.]  to  Uie  commitment  of  the  rep«>rt  was, 
that  it  contains  nothing  new.  The  otMcrvalion 
will  apply  with  equal  justness  to  a  great  pirt  of 
what  has  been  said  on  the  subject  before  the 
House.  He  wished,  therefore,  that  the  qaestiuA 
might  be  immediately  taken. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  diri- 
Hion,  but  by  a  very  great  majority.  The  motion,  as 
it  originally  stood,  was  then  put'and  carried. 


Tuesday,  January  13. 

A  memorial  of  Arthur  St  Clair,  late  a  M^jf^r 
General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  in  behiif 
of  himself  m\A  his  son,  Daniel  St:  Clair,  an  officer 
in  the  same  Army,  was  presented  to  the  Him^e  and 
read,  praying  that  the  locations  which  Uiey  hive 
made  of  the  respective  proportions  of  linddaef^^r 
their  miliUiry  services  during  the  late  war,  in  one 
of  the  ranges  of  townships  on  the  river  Oiii(N  may 
be  confirmed  to  tliem,  and  grants  issued  fur  tiie 
same. 

Also,  the  memorials  and  petitions  of  sondry  of- 
fleers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  Army  of  the  United 
States,  whose  names  are  tlierennto  anbscribfd,  of 
Simuel  Brady,  of  Abstilom  Martin,  and  of  Dudle/ 
Woodbridife,  to  the  same  effect 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorials  and  petitions 
be  referred  to  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr.  GrbexoPi  ^^ 
Mr.  Peleo  Wadswobth;  that  they  do  examiueiN 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houm. 
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i  messai^e  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
t  the  Senate  have  pansed  a  bill  entitled  "  An 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  /  An  act  to  establish 
PoRt  Oilice  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
tes  ;*  '*  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
<  House. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  twice  and  com- 
Itcd. 

The  Hoaae  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
\  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
John  Field,  Jesse  and  Robert  Wain,  and  llnrts- 
me,  Large,  and  Company,  which  hiy  on  the 
lie:  Whereupon, 

Settihed,  That  John  Field,  and  the  other  owners 
the  ship  Pigou,  be  authorized  to  ezf^rt  in  the  said 
ip  a  quantity  of  lead  imported  in  the  same  ship 

the  month  of last ;  and  that  the  Collector 

the  District  of  Pennsylvania  be  authorized  to 
ant  a  clearance  for  the  same. 
Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
lant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
HONs,  Mr.  GooDBUB,  and  Mr.  Rutbekford,  do 
rvpare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
)inted  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and 
hat  alterations  ought  to  be  made  in  the  act  im- 
osing  duties  on  snuff  manufactured  within  the 
[rated  States,  and  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
lorial  of  the  sugar  refiners  of  the  city  of  Phi- 
tdelpbia,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  as  fol- 
Jws: 

"That  in  the  opiniun  of  the  oommittee,  there  is  not 
vffirient  experience  of  the  atility  of  the  acta  impnaing 
lotie«  on  auuff  and  refined  augar,  to  recommend  a  con 
iauaiice  of  the  aaid  acta  beyond  the  period  to  which 
difv  are  at  preaent  limited.  With  reapect  to  the  act 
avi'nn^  (iutie»  on  anuff,  the  committee  recommend  an 
mniniiate  alteration  of  the  mode  of  c<illecting  the 
daiiei)  by  laying  the  aame  on  the  mortar.  They,  were- 
fure  submit  the  following  reaolution : 

**  Rnolved.  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
intl  bring  in  a  bill  to  ami-nil  the  act  laying  dutiea  upon 
manufactured  anuff,  and  to  alter  the  mode  of  imposing 
tb«  said  dutiea  by  iutpoaiog  the  aame  uo  the  mortar." 

The  said  report  being  again  read, 
Ordered^  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
discontinuance  of  the  act  "  for  laying  certain  duties 
ttpon  Rnuff  and  refined  sugar,"  beyond  the  period 
to  which  it  is  at  present  limited,  be  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  is 
couimitted  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the 
mVicDebt 

Ordered,  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  re- 
port aa  relate  to  an  immediate  alteration  of  the 
mode  of  collecting  the  duties  on  snuff  manufac- 
tured within  the  United  States,  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
»bom  were  referred  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of 
tJ»e  United  States  Northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio, 
V*^^  the  1st  day  of  Aa<rust,  1792,  which  was 
!^  to  this  House  on  the  24th  day  of  May  last, 
^  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
^^-nwiTow. 


PKOMULQATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 
The  House  went    into    a  Committee  of    the 
Whole  on  the  means  of  promulgating  the  laws, 
Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Chair.    A  great  Tariety  of  plans 
were  proposed,  but  none  that  seemed  to  meet  the 
general  sense  of  the  House.     It  was  admitted  that 
the  same  mode  of  distributing  the  laws  which 
would  answer  extremely  well  for  one  part  of  the 
country  would  not  at  all  suit  for  some  others.    To 
give  the  copies  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  State  Le- 
gislatures, was  recommended  by  some  members. 
Mr.  Baldwin  observed,  that   this  would  not  an- 
swer for  Georgia.    The  books  would  be  landed  at 
the  distance  of  two  hundred  miles  from  the  town 
where  the  Assembly  meets.     They  are  carried 
across  the  country  to  that  place,  instead  of  being 
distributed  in  the   counties  through  which   they 
pass.     When  they  arrive  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment the  Assembly  have  risen,  and  probably  will 
not  sit  again  for  six  or  nine  months  to  come. 
Mr.  Baldwin  said,  that  rather  than  see  the  heart- 
buniing  which  had  existed  among  the  people  of 
G^rgia  for  the  last  six  years,  from  ignorance  of 
the  laws,  he  would  pay  a  part  of  the  expense  of 
distributing  them  himself.     Mr.  B.  knew  one  way 
by  which  the  Spcretary  of  State  might  distribute 
the  copies  of   the  laws  very  effectually  in   the 
State  of  Georgia.    This  was  by  intrusting  them  to 
the  member  himself.     He  was  better  acquainted 
thsn  most  people  with  the  places  in  Georgia  to 
which  these  books  ought  to  be  sent,  and  the  per- 
sons to  whom  they  ought  to  be  given.    He  was 
ready  to  take  the  whole  business  on  himself.     Mr. 
Hillhousb,   who    rose    sometime    after,   had    no 
doubt  that  gentlemen  might  find  it  extremely  con- 
venient to  have  the  edition  of  the  laws  entirely  at 
their  private  disposal.      He  had    no  objections, 
however,  to  this  scheme. 

Mr.  Pao*  wished  not  only  that  the  laws  might 
have  been  printed,  but  that  everything  else  which 
passed  in  that  House,  and  every  word  which  was 
spoken,  might  be  accurately  taken  down  by  a 
short-hand  writer  employed  for  that  purpose  br 
the  public,  and  the  whole  printed  and  distributed. 
The  people  would  then  be  able  to  judge  exactly 
of  the  conduct  and  character  of  those  whom  they 
chose  to  represent  them. 

After  much  miscellaneous  conversation  it  was 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  the  Chair- 
man reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 
The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  41,  noes  42.  The 
same  motion  was  again  made,  some  time  af\er,  and 
agreed  to.  But  the  motion  for  leave  to  sit  again 
was  negatived. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  W.  Smith  that  a 
committee  consisting  of  a  member  from  each 
State  in  the  Union  should  confer  on  this  subject. 
This  was  agreed  to ;  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Vans  Mubhat,  Mr.  WurrE,  the  member  from 
the  Southwestern  Territory,  was  added  to  the 
number. 


WxDNnDAT,  January  14. 
A  memorial  of  Parker,  Hopkins,  and  Meers,  of 
the  town  of  Savannah,  in  the  State  ef  Geor^a 
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was  presented  to  the  Ilouae  and  read,  praying  the 
aid  and  patronnge  of  Congress  to  enable  them  to 
complete  a  work  which  they  have  undertaken  for 
the  purpose  of  making  an  accurate  survey  of  the 
sea-coaMt  and  inland  navigation  of  the  States  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georj^ia. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  memorial  of  George  Iiatimer  and  others, 
merchants,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  they 
may  be  allowed  the  drawback  of  the  duties  on  a 
quantity  of  sugar  and  coffee  imported  by  the  me- 
morialists in  the  port  of  Newliern,  North  Carolina, 
and  thence  brought  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia, 
from  which  they  are  desirous  of  exporting  them  to 
a  foreign  port 

Ordered.^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
Mr.  FiTZSiMONS,  Mr.  Goodqur,  and  Mr.  Edwakos; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. . 

The  House  resolved  MmM  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Dannery ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
a  lid  report  under  consideration,  and  come  to  a  re- 
solution thereupon;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resohed^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  memorial 
is  reasonable,  and  that  the  tonnage  duties  on  the 
Teasels  therein  mentioned  be  remitted. 

Order&l^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Sauubl 
Smith,  Mr.  Ltman,  and  Mr.  Van  Coktlandt,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzsimoks, 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port a  plan  for  perfecting  a  road  between  the 
Southern  and  Eastern  States,  the  expenses  where- 
of be  defrayed  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  Post 
Office;  and  that  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr  Giles,  Mr. 
MuKKAT,  Mr.  Jekbmiaq  Wadswoktd,  Mr.  Baldwin, 
Mr.  DsAHBOHN,  and  Mr.  M'Dowcll,  be  the  said 
committee. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  exportation  of  a 
quantity  of  lead,  in  the  ship  Pigou,  to  China; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  lo  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  **  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  re- 
gulate the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
inuHicians,  and  privates  of  the  Militia  of  the 
United  States,  when  called  into  actual  service, 
and  for  other  purposes ;'  *^  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Dbxtbk,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  from  the  Pbesi- 
DKNT  OF  THE  Unitko  Statks,  of  the  8th  instant, 
as  relates  to  the  letter  from  the  Judge  of  the  Dis* 
trict  of  Pennsylvania  respecting  certain  interrup- 
tions in  the  judicial  proceedings  of  that  District, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
OTi  the  table. 


PURVEYOR  OF  PUBLIC  SUPPLIES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  nf 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  office  of  Purrcjvr 
of  Public  Supplies.'* 

Mr.  Carnes  wished  to  have  some  eridence  thst 
there  was  occasion  for  a  Purveyor  of  PaWic  Saf»- 
plies,  with  so  large  a  salary  ;  otherwise,  be  .shosIJ 
think  himself  obliged  to  vote  against  the  pro- 
posal. 

Mr.  Srdgwick,  when  the  bill  was  fimt  brc^.t 
in,  had  approved  of  it  in  his  own  mind,  and  oo 
conversing  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Troasunr„ 
he  learned,  as  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman,  rhit 
it  was  an  extremely  economical  and  very  nects- 
sary  thing. 

Mr.  Bw  Bourne  said,  that  there  had  been  a  M?^ 
sage  on  this  subject  from  the  President,  on  the 
1 1  th  of  Dccemlier  last  This  was  aeconlingly  iva  1. 
It  had  enclosed  a  raenaorial  from  the  Secretary  *>{ 
the  Treasury,  on  this  establishment,  which  Va^ 
also  read. 

Mr.  Vbnable  moved  to  alter  one  part  of  the 
bill.  Instead  of  saving  ***  under  the  direction  anl 
supervision  of  the  Si»cretary  of  the  Treasury,"  be 
thought  it  better  to  say  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  The  supplies  were  for  that  De- 
partment 

Mr.  f{  bister  seconded  this  motion. 

Mr.  Fjtksimons  thought  the  superintendence  bet- 
ter as  it  stoo  1. 

Mr.  Parker  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  elapse 
of  the  bill.  He  had  objections  both  to  the  bill  it- 
self and  to  the  amendment  suggested  by  the  i^- 
tleman  at  his  left  hand.  Ho  thought  that  a  N&vil 
Agent  should  be  appointed,  and  be  respoDdible  to 
the  President  only. 

Mr.  Carnes  thought  the  House  had  as  yet  too 
little  information  to  decide  whether  the  establish- 
ment was  necessary  or  not  He  beiieTod  that  be 
should  be  disposed  to  vote  with  Mr.  Parker,  aod 
then  for  a  comuittee  to  inquire  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  wished  that  the  gentleman  would 
not  then  begin  by  destro^'ing  the  bill. 

Mr.  Carnes  had  no  such  design.  He  movel< 
therefore,  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  report 
progres.^  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  This  was  ac- 
cordingly doue.  But  leave  was  not  granted.  The 
subject  was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Gommit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  com* 
mittee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt 

The  report  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk,  Mr. 
W.  Smith  moved  that  certain  duties  therein 
named  should  be  continued,  not  to  1801,  as  pro- 
posed in  the  report  of  the  committee,  but  that  this 
term  should  be  struck  out,  and  the  duties  con- 
tinued till  other  taxes  could  bo  instituted  for  dis- 
chargine:  the  Public  Debt. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  since  the  report  had 
been  made,  a  committee  had  been  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  complaints  of  the  sugar 
and  snuff  manufacturers,  aod  it  was  now  proposed 
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take  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  levying  tlie 
se  on  snufT  and  Pii$rar.  Mr.  N.  had  been  one 
he    committee.     Evidence   had  been  adduced 

the  manufacture  of  Mniiff  was  stopped  alto- 
ler,  from  the  imposKtbilitj  of  carrying  it  on 
or  the  prerant  83-Ktem  of  excise.  There  had 
1  no  Hise  in  the  price  of  refined  Bugar,  yet  it 
l<i  not  be  sold.  It  laid. on  the  hands  of  the 
uifacturers. 

[r.  S.  Smith  opposed  the  motion  for  striking 
that  part  of  the  report  which  continued  these 
ies  to  the  year  1801.  It  had  proved  extremely 
iriouH  to  the  manufacture.  This  amendment 
lid  perpetuate  the  law,  which  was,  he  hoped, 
irary  to  the  design  of  the  gentleman  who 
?ed  it.  The  houses  where  manufactures  had 
n  carried  on  were  shut  up.  We  had  not,  in- 
<J,  obtained  any  information  from  the  officers 
tlie  excise,  as  ought  to  have  been  done,  in  order 
learn  whether  it  was  possible  to  collect  the  ex- 
i  in  thi.^  mode  or  not.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  the 
(lence  of  the  manufacturers,  and  without  any 
ihority  to  contradict  them,  we  are  going  to  per- 
tttsite  the  excise.  As  to  the  duty  of  two  cents, 
las  been  proved  that  this  is  paid  by  the  manu- 
lurer  only,  and  that  he  cannot  lay  it  on  hi^  cus- 
Der.<.  Will  any  gentlemen  propose  to  perpetuate 
a'T,  which  is  to  perpetuate  the  destruction  of  a 
iniifncture  f  The  sugar  bakers  of  Philadelphia 
inoriAtrated  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  majority  of 
e  committee  that  this  would  be  the  case.  People 
iio  now  buy  loaf  sugar,  would  then  buy  brown 
i»nr — which  ends  the  afiain 
)ir.  McDowKLL  would  rather  Tote  for  the  re- 
*at  altogether,  than  for  the  proposed  amend- 
ent 

Mr.  SHSRBUiim  said,  that,  during  last  session, 
hen  the  excises  in  question  were  imposed,  much 
kd  been  said  of  the  impropriety  of  laying  such 
izes  on  the  manufactures  of  this  country.  In 
ip\y\  ii  had  bsen  asserted,  in  the  most  positive 
:yle,  that  the  impost  duties  would  fall  infinitely 
lort,  and  there  was  even  a  kind  of  stigma  at- 
:mpteii  to  be  cast  on  gentlemen  who  objected  to 
te  laying  on  of  these  duties,  or  who  doubted  that 
ie  revenue  would  fall  short  At  present  we 
ave  acc4)unts  from  all  quarters,  of  the  ruinous 
nnseqaences  of  these  excises.  The  imposti  in- 
tead  of  falling  shor',  has  been  higher  than  it 
▼er  was  before.  The  alleged  cause  why  the  new 
ixes  were  laid,  has  proyed  to  be  without  founda- 
>ot).  This,  in  itself,  is  an  adequate  reason  why 
hey  ought  to  be  repealed.  But  there  is  a  second 
cason,  viz:  the  destructive  nature  of  the  taxes 
ihtra<clves, 

Mr.  FiTzsiMOifs  would  not  allow  that  any  re- 
t^nutt  law  could  have  its  effects  fairly  tried  in 
)ne  or  two  years.  He  could  not  admit  that  the 
sugar  duty  would  fall  on  the  manufacturer.  He 
^ould  ask  any  member  of  the  committee,  whether 
the  etfects  of  this  tax  could  bo  fully  understood  in 
three  or  four  months ;  for  that,  he  beli;jved,  was 
the  time  during  which  they  had  been  in  effectual 
pperation  ?  As  to  the  quantity  of  sugar  on  hand, 
Jt  inay  be  supposed  that  when  a  duty  was  to  be 
laid  on,  large  qoaDtitiea  would  be  bought  up  be- 


forehand. It  had  also  been  reported— but  he  did 
not  pretend  to  warrant  the  truth  of  the  report-^ 
that  there  had  been  a  suspension  of  buying,  in  ex- 
pectation that  the  duty  would  Ite  taken  offf  Ttie 
sugar  bakerri  had  the  market  entirely  in  their  own 
hands,  and  he  did  not  believe  that  the  people  of 
America  would  want  refined  sugar  for  the  differ- 
ence of  two  cents  in  a  pound  He  was  entirely 
agiinst  any  sudden  and  unadvised  repeal. 

Mr.  GooDBUK  did  not  admit  that  the  tax  fell  on 
the  manufacturer  alone.  The  merchant,  who  paid 
an  impost  on  imported  goods,  might  as  well  say 
that  he  paid  the  tm[)08t  out  of  his  own  pocket 
He  could  not  affinn,  but  he  thoroughly  believed, 
that  as  much  refined  sugar  was  consumed  in  the 
country,  at  this  hour,  as  when  the  duty  was  first 
laid.  But  the  way  to  save  the  manufacturers  was, 
to  lay  another  duty  upon  sugar  unrefined.  The 
latter  would  then  be  raised  equally  with  the  former, 
and  as  very  little  refined  sugar  is  imported,  the 
American  sugar  bakers  would  have  a  complete 
monopoly.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Shvrburnb,  about  the 
impost,  he  inquired  whether  we  were  afraid  of  hav- 
ing too  much  money  ?  It  was  proper  to  pay  off  the. 
Public  Debt,  and  for  this  purpose  it  was  necessary 
to  collect  as  much  money  as  could  be  had  in  a  pro- 
per way.  The  manufacturers  of  whiskev  had  al- 
leged that  they  were  much  injured  by  the  excise, 
Mr.  6.  believed  the  fact  to  be  otherwise. 

Mr.  FfNDLBT  confined  himself  to  the  propriety 
of  extending  the  limitation  of  excises  on  snu^ 
sugar,  Ac  He  said  that  they  had  been  opposed 
last  session  on  principle,  as  laying  improper  re- 
strictions on  the  manufacturers,  discouraging  the 
fair  trader,  and  extending  a  precedent  that  would 
eventually  lead  to  levying  excises  on  all  manufao* 
tures ;  but  when  the  limitation  for  two  years  was 
introduced,  as  an  accommodation,  the  opposition 
was  HO  far  given  up  as  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  not  called ;  therefore,  it  was  enacted  as  a  law 
of  experiment  He  complained  that  now,  before 
the  experiment  was  made,  the  limitation  was 
attempted  to  be  extended.  He  said  that  the  limit- 
ation was  a  pledge  of  the  fiiith  of  Government  to 
the  public,  that  the  law  would  not  be  extended  till 
experience  of  its  utility  and  productiveness  would 
justify  the  measure.  He  asked  where  was  the  re- 
port from  the  Treasury,  infoiiuing  us  what  was  the 
product  of  these  revenues  f  There  was  none.  But 
from  the  manufacturers  there  was  information* 
They  had  made  it  appear  to  the  committee,  that 
the  snuff  excise,  as  it  stood,  was  impracticable,  ex- 
cept as  to  hand-mills,  which  never  could  be  pro- 
ductive, and  might  be  wrought  in  secret  and  iludi 
the  tax,  and  that  the  consumption  of  loaf  sugar  wai 
greatly  decreased.  He  expected  that  the  snuff  Uvr 
would  bo  rendered  practicable.  He  did  not  urge 
that  either  of  them  should  be  repealed  now ;  he 
only  wished  that  the  faith  of  Government,  enacting 
the  limitation,  should  be  supported.  He  hoped  that 
his  disposition  to  discharge  the  Public  Debt  would 
not  be  tested  by  his  refusing  to  extend  the  limit- 
ation. He  would  discover,  on  a  proper  occasion, 
that  he  was  very  willing  to  pay  the  Debt,  by  open- 
ing resources  of  a  more  general  and  productiva 
kind.    He  was  not  for  delaying  that  bosiiMaat  bj. 
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depending  on  flmall  and  uncertain  exciRes  upon 
manufactures,  which  for  every  forty  or  fifty  thou- 
sand dollani  they  would  produce,  would  raise  a 
new  and  separate  host  of  difficulties.  It  was  time 
enough  to  extend  the  limitation,  when  it  shall  be 
known  what  amount  is  produced,  and  how  it  will 
affect  the  manufacturer. 

Mr.  Datton  was  in  favor  of  continuing  the 
sugar  excise  till  the  year  1801.  He  said  that  two 
arguments,  inconsistent  with  each  other,  were 
offered  against  it  One  was,  that  the  sugar  bakers 
would  be  forced  to  pay  the  excise  themselves, 
which  would  end  in  destroying  their  trade.  The 
other  was,  that  the  advanced  price  of  sugar  had 
driven  their  customers  to  the  use  of  unrefined 
sugar.  Both  accounts  could  not  be  true.  If  the 
manufacturer  paid  the  duty  out  of  his  former  pro- 
fits, the  price  was  not  advanced.  If  he  advanced 
the  price  on  his  customer,  he  did  not  pay  the  price 
out  of  his  own  pocket.  He  would  leave  gentlemen 
to  take  whichever  side  of  the  question  they  pleased. 
But  he  did  not  think  it  proper  that  they  should  oc- 
cupy a  double  ground.  In  one  particular  passage, 
he  was  not  sure  that  be  understood  Mr.  S.  Smith, 
who  explained. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  said,  he  rose  particularly  to  re- 
quest that  his  friend  [Mr.  W.  SMrm]  would  with- 
draw his  motion,  for  continuing  the  taxes  laid  last 
session,  beyond  the  year  1801 ;  not  because  he 
himself  should  not  prefer  a  longer  continuance, 
but  because  he  had  understood  that  time  had  been 
agreed  on  by  the  select  committee,  as  a  matter  of 
compromise.  Mr.  S.  said,  as  he  was  now  up^  al- 
though he  had  no  intention  of  speaking  fully  to 
the  subject,  he  would  submit  a  few  cursory  re- 
marks. He  had  expected,  when  he  recollected 
what  gentlemen  had  formerly  said  on  the  subject 
of  the  Debt—when  he  called  to  mind  the  public 
opinion,  which  he  believed  no  member  of  the 
Committee  mistook,  he  had  expected  an  unusual 
degree  of  unanimity  in  the  attempt  honestly  to 
provide  a  Sinking  Fund.  As  we  progressed  in 
our  deliberations,  he  yet  entertained  a  hope  that 
bis  expect'itions  would  not  be  disappointed.  If 
the  Committee  be  determined,  in  earnest,  to  adopt 
the  meaus  of  reducing  the  Public  Debt,  taxes  ade- 
quate not  only  to  the  proposed  reduction,  but  to 
the  necessary  accruing  eX(>enses  of  Government, 
must  be  imposed.  Without  the  latter,  there  could 
be  no  well-grounded  confiJence  that  the  former 
would  be  continued.  If  other  taxes  could  be  sub- 
stituted, less  objectionable  than  those  under  con- 
sideration, they  should  certainly  be  accepted.  The 
taxes  contemplated  were,  on  loaf  sugar,  snuff,  li- 
censes for  retailing  spirituous  liquors,  sales  at  auc- 
tion, and  carriages.  He  would  not  enter  into  a 
di<lcu8ston  of  the  merits  of  those  taxes ;  he  would, 
however,  observe  in  general,  that,  in  bis  opinion, 
the  Legislature,  in  laying  those  taxe^,  had  either 
wisely  or  accidentally  hit  on  those  subjects  which 
were  among  the  most  eligible.  In  the  commence- 
ment of  the  operation  of  any  tax,  probably  incon- 
veniences and  embarrassment  would  bo  felt  by 
those  who  were  directly  called  upon.  Certainly, 
plausible  objections  might  be  made.  A  change  of 
subjeets  of  taxation  was  itself  a  very  great  evil ; 


and,  whenever  a  ch  inp^  was  proposed,  the  conve- 
niences and  inconveniences  should  be  duly  con- 
sidered. To  these  taxes,  generally,  it  was  object- 
ed, that  they  had  not  the  test  of  experience.  The 
same  was  also  true  of  any  substitute  which  roig^it 
be  proposed,  excepting  direct  taxes.  He  hoped,  itr 
the  progress  of  this  discussion,  to  find  genUemen 
sincere.  Respecting  direct  taxes,  it  was  not  hii»  in- 
tention to  speak  particularly  ;  he  could  not,  hoflr- 
ever,  omit  to  declare,  that,  in  his  opinion,  there 
was  not  one  gentleman  belonging  to  the  Lie^T>U- 
ture  who  supposed  there  was  even  a  possibilitj, 
that  they  could  be  received  as  a  substitute  fur 
those  immediately  under  consideration ;  for,  il- 
though  there  might  be  individuals  within  the 
House,  and  districts  of  country,  who  approved,  or 
affected  to  approve,  direct  taxes,  as  the  means  of 
reducing  the  Debt,  yet,  both  here  and  there,  they 
were  such  an  inconsiderable  minority  a*:,  io  the 
opinion  of  all,  rendered  it  impossible  to  attempt 
the  expedient  If,  then,  direct  taxes  could  n  it  b» 
resorted  to,  to  offer  them  as  the  Sinking  Fani, 
would  certainly  create  doubts  of  sincerity.  With 
regard  to  the  taxes  on  snuff  and  loaf  sugar— re- 
specting which,  hitherto,  the  only  explicit  ohjcc- 
tions  had  been  made — they  were  objects  of  lazjrr, 
and,  as  such,  properly  sources  of  revenue.  Taej 
were  domestic  manufactures,  it  was  true,  but  bj 
our  regulations  all  foreign  competition  in  the  sale 
of  those  articles  was  excluded,  and  the  consumer, 
therefore,  would  undoubtedly  be  compelled  to  pa/ 
the  tax.  Mr.  S.  concluded,  by  again  requestinf 
Mr.  Smith  to  withdraw  his  motion,  for  the  t&ldm 
before  given. 

Mr.  W  Smith. — The  House  having  nnaniraoos- 
1y  resolved  to  make  provision  for  the  reduction  of 
the  Debt,  and  the  Committee  being  now  en^t^ 
on  that  subject,  gentlemen  who  op^Kise  the  reso- 
lution under  consideration,  must  either  show  thit 
the  existing  revenues  are  adequate  to  the  dject, 
or  propose  other  revenues  more  suitable  than  those 
recommended  by  the  report 

Np  gentlemin  has  attempted  to  do  cither ;  tbeir 
arguments  have  been  only  a  repetition  of  censurs 
of  the  taxes  on  snuff  and  sugar.  If  these  Uxt^  are 
so  exceptionable,  said  Mr.  S.,  strike  them  out  of 
the  report,  but  do  not  involve  in  their  condemna- 
tion all  the  other  internal  revenues.  With  respe<rt 
to  the  duties  on  snuff  and  sugar,  Mr.  S.,  who  had 
been  on  the  committee,  and  heard  all  the  com- 
plaints of  the  manufacturers,  had  not  been  con- 
vinced that  they  were  so  oppressive  as  was  repre- 
sented ;  indeed,  the  committee  had  not  advUed 
the  repeal  of  them,  which  they  would  have  done, 
had  they  doem^i  them  oppressive.  The  snuf 
manufacturers  had  stated,  as  a  grievance,  the  miide 
of  laying  the  duty,  because  it  subfeeted  them  to 
unnocessary  trouble,  and  was  liable  to  fraud,  at 
the  expense  of  the  fair  dealer.  This  the  commit- 
tee had  proposed  to  alter,  and  to  lay  the  duty  on 
the  mortir;  he  believed  that  this  commotatioQ, 
with  some  other  regulations  which  had  been  sug- 
gested by  the  manufacturers,  would  remove  all 
their  reasonable  complaints.  As  to  a  duty  on 
snuff  being  oppressive,  he  could  not  believe  it 
The  manulacturora  had  acknowledged  that  there 
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re  only  about  one  thousand  three  hundred  pounds 
ported,  and  there  were  nearly  five  hundred  thou- 
td  pounds  consumed  in  the  United  States ;  they 
ght,  therefore,  be  said  to  have  nearly  the  mo- 
poly  of  the  article ;  the  duty  would  oonsequent- 
be  paid  by  the  consumer.  Snuff  was  an  article 
ogether  of  luxury ;  each  individual  consumed 
c  a  small  quantity,  and  would  not,  for  so  trifling 
tax,  be  induced  to  diminish  his  consumption, 
ere  it  not  excised  in  the  hands  of  the  manufac- 
rer,  it  would  escafie  taxation  altogether  ?  if  not 
mufactared  here,  it  would  be  imported  and  pay 
e  impost ;  did  gentlemen  seriously  mean  that  an 
tide  altogether  of  luxur}%  and  paid  by  the  con- 
mer,  who  could  well  afford  it,  should  not  con- 
ibute  something  to  the  revenue,  when  salt,  so 
9ential  a  necessary  of  life,  and  many  other  arti- 
53  of  necessity,  contributed  largely?  For  his 
^rt,  he  had  not  been  able  to  discover  what  enti- 
m1  it  to  so  special  an  exemption.  With  respect 
the  duty  on  manufactured  suear,  many  of  the 
regoing  observations  would  apply ;  it  was  an  ar- 
;le  of  whiah  the  manufiicturers  had  the  mono- 
)Iy,  the  duty  would  consequently  be  paid  by  the 
tusumers,  who  were  of  the  wealthier  class  of  ci- 
eens,  and  could  well  afford  it ;  the  smallncss  of 
,  two  cents  per  pound,  would  not  materially  affect 
le  consumption.  The  manufacturers  had  indeed 
im plained  to  the  committee  that  the  consump- 
011  in  this  city  had  diminished  since  the  imposi- 
on  of  the  duty ;  but  Mr.  S.  believed  it  was  attri- 
itable  to  other  causes,  some  of  which  were  of  a 
ical  and  temporary  nature;  one,  the  committee 
ad  been  told,  was  the  qualmishness  of  some  of 
le  Quiikersi,  who  had  discontinued  the  use  of  su- 
ar;  this  was  a  local,  and  he  fancied,  would  be 
aly  a  temporary  obstruction  ;  other  causes  of  the 
iininution  of  the  sales  had  been  stated  by  a  gen- 
ieoiao,  and  were  by  no  means  ascribable  to  the 
uty.  Of  this  tax,  Mr.  S.  would  remark,  as  he 
id  of  snuff,  that,  while  salt  and  brown  sugar, 
rhich  were  eonsumed  iu  large  quantities  bv  the 
oor,  contributed  to  the  revenue,  it  would  be  as 
ojust  as  it  would  be  unequal  to  exonerate  it  al to- 
other from  its  share  of  contribution ;  indeed,  he 
id  not  know  two  articles  more  proper  for  taxation 
lian  snuff  BXid  loafBugar.  Great  stress,  however, 
lad  been  laid  on  the  idea  of  their  being  domestic 
manufactures,  and  it  had  been  contended,  that  all 
och  ought  to  be  exempt  fi'om  taxation.  To  this 
ioctriue,  Mr.  S.  could  not  subscribe;  for,  although 
le  concurred  in  sentiment  that  infant  manufac- 
ares  required  encouragement  and  protection,  (and 
hey  should  ever  receive  it  as  far  as  his  voice 
irent,)  yet,  he  conceived  that  the  policy  and  wel- 
are  of  this  country  required  ihsXfuU grown  manu- 
actures,  like  those  of  snuff  and  sugar,  which  had 
ihe  monopoly  of  the  supply,  should  be  resort- 
id  to  for  their  share  of  contribution.  This  he 
thought  indispen»ably  necessary  to  supply  the  de- 
licieocy  oecasioned  by  the  stoppage  of  importa- 
tioiif  and  to  reach  the  ai'tide  in  the  hands  of  the 
(./aiamer.  Otherwise,  in  the  event  of  domestic 
nmuftictures  supplying  us  with  many  of  the  com- 
modities which  are  now  imported,  the  duties  on 
viueh  are  appropriated  to  the  interest  of  the  Pub- 
8i>Coir.'-d5 


lie  Debt,  there  would  be  a  considerable  defalca- 
tion of  the  revenue,  and  a  conseouent  brcaoh  of 
the  public  faith.  He  acknowleaged  that  care 
should  be  taken  not  to  oppress  the  manufacturer 
by  severe  regulations  or  by  so  high  a  duty  as  to 
lessen  the  consumption.  But  the  mere  objection  of 
its  being  a  domestic  m:mufacture  was  not  of  itself 
a  sufficient  objection;  it  had  not  been  so  considered 
in  the  case  of  the  excise  on  stills,  and  he  trusted  it 
would  not  on  this  occasion.  So  far  from  its  be- 
ing the  prevailing  sentiment  at  the  last  session^ 
the  two  laws  had  passed  both  branches  of  the  Le- 
gislature by  a  large  maiority,  after  hearing  all  that 
the  manufacturers  and  the  opponents  of  the  tax 
oould  allege  against  it. 

No  gentleman  had  suggested  any  substitute; 
a  land  tax  had  been  mentioned  out  of  doors.  He 
should  not  now  enter  into  a  consideration  of  that 
species  of  revenue ;  he  would  only  observe  on  the 
extreme  inequality  of  its  operation ;  some  States 
were  still  burdened  with  debt  to  pay,  for  which 
they  depended  on  a  State  land  tax ;  others  were 
totally  clear  of  debt  and  laid  no  land  tax ;  a  land 
tax  by  Congress  would  impose  a  very  unequal 
burden  and  be  very  oppressive  to  some  parts  of  the 
Union ;  but,  admitting  that  such  a  tax  should  be 
resorted  to,  much  time  would  elapse  before  it  could 
go  into  full  operation ;  in  the  mean  time,  let  these 
revenues  which  now  exist  be  continued,  and  when- 
ever a  direct  tax,  or  any  other,  shall  be  laid,  he 
was  content  that  these  should  be  repealed.  The 
resolution  meant  no  more ;  it  does  not  go  to  the 
perpetual  duration  of  these  taxes,  as  has  been  fre- 
quently repeated;  it  only  proposes  that  they  shall 
be  continued  iu  force  until  the  ye«r  ldOl»  or  until 
some  other  revenues  of  equal  value  shall  be  sub- 
stituted. Now,  Mr.  S.  said,  if  gentlemen  were 
serious  in  their  intention  to  pay  off  the  Debt,  if 
they  were  sincerely  disposed  to  put  an  end  to  that 
clamor  which  the  durability  of  this  Debt  has  ex- 
cited, let  them  provide  for  its  extinction  by  a  sys- 
tematic appropriation  of  revenues ;  it  was  in  vain 
for  some  gentlemen  to  wish  the  Debt  discharged, 
and  for  others  to  abuse  it;  neither  their  wishes 
nor  their  abuse  would  do  any  good ;  the  providing 
the  money  will  be  the  best  evidence  of  their  inten- 
tions, and  doing  that  will  be  considered  by  the 
public,  who  feel  much  anxiety  on  this  subject,  as 
the  best  test  of  our  sincerity. 

Mr.  Smilie  was  against  tlie  continuance  of  the 
taxes  for  so  long  a  time  as  tha(  proposed  by.  the 
amendment 

Mr.  Nicholas,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Goodhue,  ob- 
served, that  if  two  cents  per  pound  were  added  to 
the  duty  on  unrefined  sugar,  this  would  not  do  anr 
service  to  the  refiner,  who  would  still  pay  as  much 
more  in  advance  for  the  raw  material.  As  to  the 
double  ground,  objected  to  by  Mi*.  Datton,  he 
had  a  satisfactory  answer  to  thaL  Mr.  N.  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  the  report  from  the  select 
committee  had  not  been  drawn  up  as  was  intend- 
ed by  the  members  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  rose  and  contradicted  this  asser- 
tion. He  had  been  lucky  enough  to  keep  the 
copy  of  the  minutes  of  what  passed  in  the  select 
committee ;  and  these  minntes  he  read. 
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Mr.  Nicholas. — I  told  the  gentleman  that  this 
was  not  agreeable  to  my  ideas. 

Mr.  Smith  could  not  help  that.  The  thing  had 
been  put  to  the  vote,  and  carried  by  a  majority. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  it  >%'as  contrary  to  the 
opinions  of  a  majority  of  the  committee,  and  he 
aoided  some  explanations  how  the  report  came  to 
be  suffered  to  appear  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  FiTZSiuoNS  rose  to  remind  the  gentleman 
that  it  would  be  both  more  coiTcct  and  more  de- 
cent to  confine  himself  to  a  statement  of  his  own 
opinions,  than  to  give  those  of  the  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  he  had 
understood  the  meaning  of  the  committee  to  be 
exactly  as  Mr.  Nicholas  had  expressed  it.  The 
committee  would  have  repealed  the  duties  refer- 
red to  altogether,  if  they  had  supposed  themselves 
to  possess  tuU  enough  information  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  S.,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
of  people  objecting  to  taxes,  and  yet  affecting  to 
wish  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,  declared 
that  he  was  one  who  wished  for  the  payment  of 
the  Debt,  and,  at  the  same  time,  for  the  repeal  of 
the  taxes.  He  took  the  |p*onnd  of  Mr.  Sherbt7RNE, 
and  said  that  the  continuation  of  the  taxes  was 
unfair.  They  had  been  proposed  for  two  years,  as 
an  experiment.  The  experiment  has  been  tried, 
and  all  the  bad  consequences  which  had  been  pre- 
dicted by  Mr.  S.  and  others  have  been  verified. 
Besides,  the  pretence  for  laying  the  taxes  has 
ceased,  for  the  impost  has  turned  out  more  pro- 
ductive than  ever  it  has  been,  yet  now  gentlemen 
insist  on  continuing  these  taxes.  He  said  that  this 
was  a  deception  upon  the  public.  But  there  was 
d(*ception  upon  deception  in  the  management  of 
this  DusineBS.  There  was  charged  in  the  estimate 
for  1795 — which  he  would  call  an  estimate  of  de- 
ceptions— one  million  three  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  nineteen  dolIai*s,  for  a  West- 
em  insurrection,  as  if  we  were  to  calculate  upon 
an  annual  expedition  to  the  back  countries.  This 
was  one  deception.  There  was  another  deception, 
or,  if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  did  not 
like  that  word,  he  should  call  it  a  mistake.  Mr. 
S.,  however,  had  got  into  a  habit  of  conveying  his 
ideas  by  those  words  most  apt  and  significant  for 
expressing  them.  He  proceeded  to  show,  that 
though  there  was  to  be  only  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  demanded  for  paying  the  National  Debt, 
yet,  that  after  1796,  there  would  be  an  annual 
Dalance  of  one  million  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  thousand  dollars  on  hand  to  discharge  it. 
From  this  he  argued  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  continuing  such  pernicious  taxes. 

Mr.  8.  had  the  honor  to  state  last  session,  that 
the  imposts  of  1794  would  not  be  less  than  those 
of  1792.  The  event  had  justified  his  assertion. 
He  now,  as  a  commercial  man,  affirmed  that  they 
would  equal  in  1796  what  tbey  had  been  in  1794. 
It  was  probable  that  they  would  be  still  greater. 
The  new  taxes  might  hie  continued  for  Uie  two 
years  mentioned  in  tha  act,  but  no  longer.  What ! 
when  manufacturers  oome,  with  tears  in  their 
•yes,  entreating  yon  not  to  reduce  their  fomiliea 
to  baggaiy,  and  wliilB»  at  tha  mmn  time^  you-wiU 


have  near  three  times  as  much  money  in  tosi 
hands  as  will  pay  the  six  hundred  thoufssod  dot 
lars  per  annum  for  the  sinking  of  the  Dibt,  tn 
vou  in  sucb  circumstances  to  continne  the  taxi 
iMr.  S.  insisted  much  on  the  respectable  chsractoi 
of  the  sugar  refiners  of  Philadelphia,  who  htd  » 
lemnly  declared  that  the  excise  won  Id  xneviubii 
extirpate  the  manufacture;  and  he  adverted,  ai 
difi'erent  times,  to  an  apparent  incond^reDCT, 
he  seemed  to  consider  it,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  i-'irX' 
8IM0KS,  who  had  admitted  that  the  sugar-ivfi 
of  Philadelphia  were  of  a  most  respectable  c^ 
acter,  and  yet  questioned  the  accuracy  of  their 
sertions,  in  a  matter  of  which  they  were  perfect 
competent  to  judge  with  precision.  He  then  t 
notice  of  some  things  which  had  dropped  fros 
eentleman  at  his  left  hand,  [Mr.  Goodhue,]  « 
had  spoken  of  the  effect  of  excise  on  Massaeh 
as  it  was  a  favorite  with  the  manufaetarers.  Nov, 
if  they  can  do  so  well  to  the  Eastward,  said  IIil 
S.,  with  their  excises,  I  would  be  glad  to  kcov 
what  the  gentleman  sees  in  me,  that  he  thiob 
could  not  do  as  well  as  they.  Whatever  aui 
be  the  case  in  New  England,  Mr.  8.  never 
manufacture  under  an  excise.  He  had  ben 
friend  to  the  excise  on  distilleries,  becaose  be 
thought  it  a  good  measure  for  the  country  in  ge 
neral,  but  as  to  his  own  distillery,  he  bad  Tu^tTy 
since  an  excise  was  imposed,  maide  five  shillinn 
by  it«  As  to  his  sugar-bakery,  it  would  have  \M 
very  same  termination. 

The  gentleman  who  conducted  that  mairalte 
ttire  for  him,  (for  he  must  observe,  that  persootllj 
he  knew  nothing  about  the  matter,)  bad  wroti 
him  that  the  existence  of  the  manufaetore  »ai 
incompatible  with  that  of  the  excise.  Since  tlii 
law  passed,  the  refined  sngsr  lay,  like  a  dead  b^ 
ter,  on  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer.  It  had  beei 
stiid  that  as  much  refined  augar  was  now  eoasonid 
as  had  ever  been  consumed  in  thia  eoantry.  Thit 
he  denied.  He  entreated  gentlemen  to  inquire  it 
their  own  fsmilies,  and  they  would  aoon  be  coin 
vinced  that  the  consumption  of  refined  sugar  wn 
greatly  reduced.  He  expatiated  on  the  injustin^ 
tyranny,  and  absurdity  of  the  system  of  sugsr  and 
snuff  excise.  The  system  was  absurd,  beeaoM  the 
object  of  revenue  would  be  destroyed.  It  was  is 
the  highest  degree  unjust  and  tyrannical.  Yos 
lay  an  impost  on  foreign  snuff  and  refined  sogir: 
gentlemen  of  capital  then  set  up  the  manofaciore, 
encouraged  by  your  acts.  To  set  np  a  anuff  awna- 
factory  rcqairea  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  a  »Dgar- 
bakery  required  ten  thousand  pounds.  Well,  }oa 
have  got  manufacturers  engaged.  Their  eapitil 
is  fixed;  and  then  you  come  down  upon  them  with 
an  excise  that  destroys  the  whole.  Mr.  Smith 
dwelt  upon  tins  idea.  He  did  not  speak  in  this 
way  from  any  view  to  personal  interests  of  hiHown, 
but  from  a  conviction  that,  in  a  financial  light* 
such  taxes  never  could  be  of  any  service,  and  vooM 
be  most  destructive  to  individuals.  He  thoagbt  rt 
sufficient  that  the  House  had  by  one  act  shot  op 
his  distillery ;  they  were  now  shutting  up  bis  sogsf^ 
bakery.  Some  time  before  he  bad  done  spik- 
ing, Mr.  W.  Smith  observed,  that  as  it  was  bow 
paat  three  o'cloek,  it  would  be  baiter  lor  the  iBa» 
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a  def«:r  the  delivery  of  the  rest  of  his  remarku 
to-morrow.  Mr.  S.  Smith,  in  answer,  said 
ic  the  gentleman  had  a  very  happy  lacuUy  at 
Tupting  him." 

le  Committee  rose,  the  Chairman .  reported 
ress,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbitrsdat,  January  15. 

n  engrofssed  hill  to  authorise  the  exportation 
qtiaiiiity  of  lead,  in  the  ship  Pigou  to  China, 
read  the  third  time,  and  ordered  to  be  recom- 
cd  to  Mr.  FiTzsiMOXs,  Mr.  Goodhue,  and  Mr. 
^HCEFORD,  with  instructions  to  prepare  and 
ig  in  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act,  passed 
be  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  ''  An  act 
ubiting  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of 
s  and  ammunition,  and  encouraging  the  impor- 
on  of  the  «ame,"  as  prohibits  the  exportation  of 
1  from  the  United  States, 
he  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  re- 
ite  the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
^cians,  and  privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the 
ited  States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and 
otiier  purpose^,*  **  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
:  Message  from  the  President  of  tub  United 
VTES,  of  the  8th  instant,  as  relates  to  the  letter 
D  the  Judge  of  the  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
pecttng  certain  interruptions  in  the  judicial  pro- 
ding  of  that  District,  which  lay  on  the  table ; 
bereiipon^ 

Betoleed^  That  provision  be  made  by  law  for 
riving  all  suits  and  processes  which  were  com- 
tnced  for  the  District  Court  of  Pennsylvania, 
lich  by  law  ought  to  have  been  holden  on  the 
inl  Monday  of  November  last,  and  all  suits  and 
Kef^ses  wFiich  were  pending  in  the  said  Court, 
ddiiwontinuisd  by  the  failure  to  hold  the  same; 
d  al^o,  all  suits  and  processes  which  were  pend- 
I  in  any  special  Court  of  the  said  district,  the  ad- 
imincnt  whereof  had  been  lost  by  the  same ;  and 
*  giving  day  to  all  the  suits  and  processes  afore- 
'A^  in  the  District  Court  next  by  law  to  be  holden 
the  Rame  district 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
uit  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Dbxteh, 
r.  IIartlet,  and  Mr.  Uaeuison,  do  prepare  and 
ing  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
lire  whether  any,  or  what,  alteration  is  necessary 
be  made  in  the  laws  respecting  lost  or  destroyed 
tiiicates,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
'liered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
Viin  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
^'hole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
ppninted  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  fur  the  re« 
uction  of  the>Publtc  Debt 

The  second  resolution  in  the  report  was  under 
OQsideimtioii  of  the  Committee,  and  is  as  follows : 


**  Rewoived,  Tliat  the  several  clauiies  of  limitation,  in 
the  acta  fur  laying  dulioa  and  taxes  on  manufaciured 
Bu^ar  and  »nun,  on  licenses  for  retailing?  wines  and 
spirituous  liquors,  of  sales  at  auction,  and  on  carria^^et, 
ws  repealed,  that  the  several  acts  be  continued  in  force 
until  the  year  1801,  and  that  the  moneys  arising  there- 
from be  appropriati*iJ  to  the  discharge  of  that  portico  of 
the  Public  Debt,  whicli  is  redeemable  by  law,  subject, 
however,  to  a  substitution  of  other  duties  or  taxes  of 
equal  value  to  all  or  any  of  tlie  said  duties  and  taxes." 

Mr.  GooDHiTB  wished  to  know  whether  it  was 
agreeable  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  take  a  vote 
on  each  of  the  articles  in  th^  resolution  separately. 

Mr.  W.  Smito  said,  that  as  the  second  resolu* 
tion  stood,  it  seemed  indivisible.  It  would  be  bet- 
ter to  take  a  vote  against  any  particidars  that  are 
exceptionable. 

Mr.  Tract  objected  to  the  general  looseness  in 
wording  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  W.  Smith  in- 
formed him,  that  in  a  report,  it  was  usual  to  par 
less  attention  to  the  style,  but  when  the  bill  itself 
came  to  be  drawn  out,  this  exception  would  be 
removed. 

Mr.  NicnoLAS  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"sugar  and,'*  from  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Ames  was  for  continuing  them  in  this  re- 
solution. He  considered  Public  Credit  as  interest- 
ed in  the  continuance  of  these  taxes,  for  assisting 
to  clear  off  the  public  burdens.  These  two  gentle- 
men last  up,  entered  into  a  kind  of  digressive  dis- 
cussion respecting  whitt  burdens  were  to  be  paid 
by  these  taxes,  and  what  not 

Mr.  Vbkable. — The  question  before  the  House 
is,  whether  we  should  now  interpose  to  continue  a 
law  after  the  end  of  the  two  years  for  which  it 
was  originally  enacted?  One  would  suppose,  from 
hearing  of  the  debate,  that  the  motion  went  to 
the  repeal  of  a  law,  when  it  is  only  to  say,  that 
after  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the  law 
has  been  enacted,  it  shall  be  no  longer  continued. 
A  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  call  the  voting 
for  or  against  this  law  a  test  of  character.  Sir^ 
(i«id  Mr.  v.)  it  is  a  sham  test  It  is  not  a  test, 
sir.  The  gentlemen  bring  forward  means  of  dis- 
charging the  Public  Debt,  which  we  do  not  like, 
and  then  call  the  voting  for  or  against  them  a  test 
of  character.  The  gentleman  who  said  this,  will 
not  be  able  to  prove  that  it  is  a  test  of  character. 
Mr.  v.  said,  that  the  members  of  his  opinion  were 
ready  to  offer  fundai  The  affair  was  as  well  un- 
derstood without  doors,  as  within  doors.  Is  it 
now  necessary  to  continue  these  laws?  Is  it  al 
present  requisite  to  prolong  the  term  of  their 
I  duration  ? 

I  Mr.  Thact.^Iu  New  York  the  demand  for  re- 
fined sugar  has  been  greater  since  the  tax  was 
laid,  than  it  had  been  before  it ;  unrefined  sugars 
are  cheaper  by  twenty  per  cent  than  when  the 
tax  was  laid  on.  He  did  not  say  that  the  tax  had 
caused  the  augmentation  of  demand,  but  the  aug^* 
mentation  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  tax.  Us 
said  this  on  the  authority  of  a  most  respectablo 
manufacturer  in  that  State,  a  gentleman  as  re* 
spectable  as  any  sugar  baker  in  Philadelphia,  and 
this  oomparisoQ  placed  the  latter  in  the  most  rs* 
spectable  point  of  view.    In  the  little  State  where 
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Mr.  Tract  lived,  it  hod  ahrnys  been  found,  thiit 
sbiftinfl^  the  kinds  of  taxes  wss  hurtful.  Mr.  S. 
Smith  had  raid  that  the  conFumption  of  n fined 
sugar  was  diminished.  He  beh'eved  this  af^sertion 
to  be  groundlesp.  [Mr.  S.  Suitb  rose  to  explain. 
He  had  only  stated  that  8u<'h  was  his  information 
from  the  monufacturers.]  Mr.  Tkacy  had  under- 
stood that  the  gentlcinan  had  Faid  so.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  observe,  that  a  great  deal  of  the  value 
of  a  tax  consisted  in  its  peimnnencj.  Is  it  not  uf 
the  utmost  consequence  that  the  public  (ihould 
have  an  idea  of  its  being  permanent?  Mr.  Smith 
had  stated  the  hardship  to  a  man  of  capital,  who 
advanced  ten  thousand  pounds  upon  a  sugar  ba- 
kery. This  seemed  to  he  a  good  argument,  as 
being  drawn  from  experience,  but  then  other  ex- 
perience bad  been  brought  against  it.  The  argu- 
ment went  to  the  opposition  of  all  taxes,  for  a 
farmer  might  come  from  Europe,  because  his  land 
bad  been  taxed  there.  When  he  came  here,  he 
should  perhaps  find  that  one  had  been  imposed  in 
this  country.  He  would  then  complain,  perhaps, 
that  a  tax  had  been  imposed,  after  he  has  expend- 
ed his  capital. 

Mr.  Madison  said,  that  the  argument  in  favor 
of  "permanency,"  advanced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  had  force  as  well  as  plausibility. 
But  his  reasoning  would  operate  against  all  ex- 
perimental taxation  whatever.  It  had  been  said 
that  voting  for  or  against  the  snuff  and  sugar  ex- 
cise, would  be  a  criterion  of  the  disposition  to  pay 
otf  the  Public  Debt.  That  criterion  will  not  be 
assumed  by  those  who  are  to  judge  the  point 
The  whole  dispute  is  about  a  branch  of  the  reve- 
nue, said  to  be  worth  eighty  or  ninety  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  an  object  not  of  very  much 
importance.  The  select  committee,  however,  had 
doubted  extremely  whether  the  revenue  would  be 
efficient  at  all.  He  begged  that  it  might  be  un- 
derstood that  the  question  is  not,  shall  the  tax  be 
now  repealed,  but  only  is  it  proper  that  it  should 
be  continued  beyond  the  time  oiiginally  intended, 
before  it  baa  been  tried?  In  answer  to  what  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  said  of  "per- 
manency," he  thought  it  would  argue  greater 
stability  for  the  Qovernment  not  to  prolong  the  tax 
any  farther,  till  the  end  of  the  period  at  first  stipu- 
lated. Experience  would,  by  that  time,  have  as- 
sisted in  forming  a  final  opinion  on  the  subject 

Mr.  Goodhue  said,  that  a  gentleman  in  New 
England,  a  sugar  baker,  and  a  particular  friend  of 
his,  assured  him  that  he  looked  upon  the  tax 
rather  as  a  benefit  than  otherwise,  for  it  secured  a 
monopoly  to  the  manufacturers,  which  was  a 
greater  advantage  than  the  excise  was  a  burden. 
The  sugar  bakers  at  Boston  were  of  this  opinion. 
He  did  firmly  believe  that  the  consumption  would 
not  be  lessened  by  more  than  one  hundredth  part 
by  this  tax.  Rich  people  only  made  use  of  this 
kind  of  sugar,  and  would  any  member  say  that 
they  would  want  it,  for  such  a  trifle  ?  He  chal- 
.lenged  any  member  to  show  that  the  consumption 
bad  been  lessened  by  the  tax.  He  was  amazed 
that  gentlemen  should  make  such  a  bugbear  of 
two  cents  per  pound.  If  Mr.  G.  believed  that  the 
Baiter  would  end  In  the. ruin  of  Uie  sugar  baking 


business,  he  would  be  the  last  man  to  vote  for 
continuing  it  But  he  could  not  imagine  that  this 
would  be-  the  case.  Mr.  S.  Smith  bad  said,  that 
distilleries  in  Mar}'1and  were  stopped,  but  he  had 
not  told  the  reason.  Molasses  could  not  be  got  is 
formerly,  by  the  manufacturers  of  Maryland  frnin 
the  French  West  Indies,  and  so  the  disti11en«8 
could  not  go  on  for  that  reason.  He  did  not,  ho«« 
ever,  mean  to  afilrni  that  the  excise  might  not 
al>>o  have  ti  nded  to  hurt  them. 

Mr.  FiNDLCT  said,  that  by  attending  to  the  ir 
gunients  only,  the  question  before  the  ConusiUtt 
would  certainly  be  misunderstood.  The  jrtnilc- 
man  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ames]  bends  the 
force  of  his  argument  against  a  repeal  of  the  ex- 
cise on  loaf  su{»ar  and  snnff.  The  gentleman  fmm 
Connecticut  [Mr.  Tkact]  argues  as  if  wc  were 
about  originating  a  revenue  law,  though  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  is  the  case.  The  law  tss 
enacted  late  in  the  last  session,  and  did  not  come 
into  operation  till  last  Fall.  A  committee  of  sevm 
members  have  been  appointed  to  examine  its 
operation.  The  result  of  that  inquiry  is,  thiil  the 
manufacturers  have  stated  great  inconveiiienrcs 
and  loss,  and  that  no  information  could  be  obtam- 
ed  of  its  having  been  productive,  or  even  pncti- 
cable.  The  committee,  convinced  that  much  of 
the  hardship  and  loss  to  the  manufacturers  might 
have  arisen  from  incidental  causes  which  were 
perhaps  temporary,  and  that  this  law  had  not  bffD 
long  enough  in  operation  to  enable  the  Trta?urT 
Department  to  report  on  the  productiveness  of 
these  duties,  reported  that  the  limitation  AmA 
not  now  be  prohtngcd,  but  did  not  think  it  ought 
to  be  repealed  till  more  competent  knowledge  vis 
derived  from  experience.  Agreeably  to  the  report 
of  that  committee,  the  members  opposed  to  the 
report  before  the  present  conmiittee  nave  arpuei 
that  they  did  not  argue  for  a  re]»eal  because  thtir 
information  was  imperfect,  or  chiefly  on  one  wde. 
The  present  limitation  continues  the  revenue  more' 
than  two  years  from  this  time,  for  it  is  to  continoe 
for  two  years  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  Before  it  expires,  we  shall  have  com- 
plete information  of  its  productiveness  and  utili^. 
Even  against  next  session,  the  Treasury  Deftrt- 
ment  will  be  able  to  give  information  from  experi- 
ence. He  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Mtsn- 
chusetts  [Mr.  Ami>]  has  with  great  confidt-noe 
stated  the  decision  of  this  question,  as  a  test  of  the 
disposition  of  members  to  discharge  the  Public 
Debt  He  did  not  know  that  that  gentknun  hid 
any  greater  authority  to  decide  on  tests  than  him- 
self; and  if  he  had,  he  thought  his  test  w»s  iH 
chosen.  To  what  did  it  amount?  The  revenue 
in  question  was  estimated  at  ninety  thousand  dol- 
lars, but  there  was  no  proof  that  this  estimate 
would  be  realized,  but  rather  the  reverse.  Yet, 
adujilting  the  revenue  to  be  equal  to  the  eslimitc. 
he  thought  it  gjive  but  a  y^ry  questionable  te*^t  of 
the  gentleman  himself,  being  xealous  for  sft'^'I'' 
discharge  of  the  Debt  Extending  the  liiniUtioR 
five  3*cars  longer  on  a  revenue  of  ninety  thon^an^ 
dollars,  would  make  but  a  very  small  nrduction  « 
the  Debt  If  the  gentleman  would  be  content  it 
present  to  appropriate  the  sum  proposed  to  begiii 
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discharge  of  the  Diibt  with,  the  time  would 
3  arrive  wht^n,  having  greater  experience  of 
r«:veitue  in  question,  a  more  substantial  test,  he 
>eil,  ^'ould  be  offered.  He  thought  it  was  too 
:  in  tiie  session  to  propose  new  revenues  now. 
when  a  sufficient  experiment  was  made,  it  ap- 
trcd  that  the  excises  in  question  were  produc- 
ts and  convenient,  much  more  of  the  same  kind 
y  be  had.  Many  other  manufacturers  in  this 
uitry  «njoy  the  benetits  of  monopoly  created  by 
i  prot«£Ciing  duties;  and  if  it  was  iudged  proper 
raise  all  our  internal  revenues  by  excises  on 
iQulacturefi,  justice  requires  that  these  excises 
ould  be  more  general,  and  policy  requires  that 
s  Debt  should  be  speedily  discharged.  Qur  com- 
free,  agriculture,  and  manufactures,  are  now 
Qsperous ;  but,  as  this  prosperous  state  cannot  be 
iured,  MTe  ought,  in  the  day  of  prosperity,  to  pre- 
ire  for  adversity.  But,  supposing  the  system  of 
:cis]n^  jiianufactures  to  be  relinquished,  or  not  to 
i  extended,  abundant  and  more  productive  sour- 
8  reiuaiiied  to  be  opened. 
Here  Mr.  Ambs  inquired  of  Mr.  Fixdlet  what 
ixes  be  bad  in  view. 

Mr.  FiatObBY  answered,  that  he  had  alluded  to 
jcctt  of  several  kinds;  that  at  a  proper  time  he 
ould  determine.  He  suppoMed  that  no  member 
L>ubt€Ki  of  ttie  resources  of  the  United  States  be- 
)g  equal  to  the  dischai^e  of  the  Debt  more  rapidly 
ijiii  is  now  proposed.  However,  he  said,  that,  (or 
le  salisfactiou  of  the  gentleman,  he  hoped  that 
t  the  proper  time,  they  would  both  be  put  to  the 
esc,  ii|jon  a  question  for  a  general  and  efficient 
lUeci  lax.  Tiiis  he  expecte<l  they  would  feel  sen- 
ibly.  it  would  not  be  rolling  the  burden  off 
heir  own  shoulders,  and  it  would  more  rapidly 
iUcharge  the  Debt.  In  the  mean  time,  be  did 
kti  contend  to  take  any  thing  from,  nor  did  the 
^enileuian  attempt  to  add  to  it  lie  only  con- 
ciided  to  make  the  limitation  a  means  of  decep- 
iou,  by  which  their  constituents  had  been  tantaliz- 
h1.  Mr.  F.  was  exceedingly  surprii<ed  to  observe 
^eiitleuien  who  had  always  found  fault  with 
uciuborii  for  discovering  a  Constitutional  jealousy 
igaiiisi  transfers  of  power  from  the  Leginlature, 
i.j»cover  themselves,  on  the  present  occasion,  so 
extremely  j^falous  of  the  next  Congress  with  re- 
Fpjct  to  tue  dijichargo  of  the  Public  Debt.  He 
K^yniii  if  the  gentleman  thought  that  this  House 
possessed  a  monopoly  of  all  the  virtue  of  the 
tnitcd  StateH,  and  tuat  tiie  next  House  would 
buve  no  share  of  it?  He  hoped  that  tliis  House 
would  not  unnecessarily  put  the  Constitutional 
pOA'er  of  originating  revenue  laws,  or  of  changing 
appropriatious,  out  of  the  power  of  their  succes- 
sors. 

Mr.  McDowell  found  himself  called  upon  to 
Reiver  ills  sentiments  on  the  resolution  before  the 
Uoiumittec,  to  appropriate  certain  duties  to  the 
reduction  of  the  interest  of  the  Public  Debt.  He 
lud  already  taken  the  liberty  of  remarking,  on  that 
floor,  that  ne  regarded  the  Public  Djbtas  a  public 
I'vii.  lie  did  not  think  the  resolution  before  the 
house  any  proper  test  of  character,  but  rather  as 
tedtiiug  to  perpetuate  the  parties  amongst  us.  At 
^nit,the  tax  in  question  had  only  been  imposed 


by  way  of  experiment,  and  for  temporary  purpose^i. 
Before  the  operation  or  productiveness  can  be 
known,  there  is  a  proposal  to  make  it  perpetual. 
This  appeared  to  Mr.  McD.  to  be  impolitic  and 
absurd.  He  observed  that  the  arguments  of  the 
gentleman  from  Mansachusettts  [Mr.  Ames]  went 
entirely  against  a  repeal  of  the  law.  They  did 
not,  therefore,  apply  to  the  motion  of  amendment, 
which  went  only  to  prevent  prolonging  the  law, 
for  a  a  repeal  of  it  was  not  before  the  House.  He 
wished  gentlemen  to  come  forward  with  some  re- 
solutions not  only  for  making  payment  of  the  in- 
terest of  the  Debt,  but  also  for  payment  of  the 
principal,  as  speedily  as  the  abilit}'  of  the  United 
States  would  permit  He  was  willing,  for  his 
own  part,  to  effect  so  desirable  an  object  by  adopt- 
ing  a  direct  tax,  that  would  operate  equally  on 
the  citi7«en8  of  the  United  ^taten,  and  which  will 
reach  all  property  that  is  protected  by  Govern- 
ment. This  is  certainly  just,  since  every  person 
in  the  United  States,  except  such  as  are  concern- 
ed in  the  funds,  is  interested  in  the  discharge  of  it. 

As  far  as  Mr.  McD.  could  learn,  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  were  willing  to  make  the  utmost 
exertions  for  effecting  so  desirable  a  purpose.  Mr. 
McD.  dissented  entirely  from  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  W.  Sxtrn,]  who  calculates 
on  reducing  the  Debt  in  thirty  years,  which  ap- 
pears to  him  a  reasonable  time.  Mr.  McD.  should 
be  very  sorry  to  think  that  it  would  not  bo  paid 
in  half  the  time.  It  had  been  said  that  those  who 
were  for  the  present  motion,  should  bring  forward 
something  else  instead  of  the  duty  on  refined  su- 
gar. He  would  gratify  the  gentleman  who  made 
this  demand;  for,  if  the  amendment  went  through, 
he  should  move  a  resolution.  He  proceeded  to 
notice,  that  in  the  present  infant  state  of  the  €ro- 
vernment,  it  would  be  extremely  improper  to  make 
taxes  permanent  before  fair  experiments  had  been 
made  of  their  efficiency.  Mr.  McD.  had  hoped 
that  the  United  States  would  be  instructiKl  by  the 
experience  of  other  nations.  He  flattered  himself 
that  they  would  have  avoided  such  laws  and  prin- 
ciples, as  had  in  their  nature  proved  injurious  to 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind.  But^  to  his 
surpris  %  when  he  turned  to  the  history  of  the  Bri- 
tish nation,  and  compared  it  with  that  of  the  Uni- 
ted S  ates,  he  saw  that  the  Public  Debt  and  excises 
of  the  former  seemed  to  bear  much  resemblance  to 
those  of  the  latter,  and  we  are  pursuing  the  like 
wrong  nveasures  as  they  have  done. 

Mr.  HiiXHousB  readily  admitted  that  all  taxes 
were  at  fii'St,  in  some  degrei*,  experimental.  He 
had  yesterday  heard  somdthin:;  from  Mr.  S.  Smith, 
which  hurt  him  exceedingly.  That  gentleman 
had  asserted  that  in  drawing  up  the  report  from 
the  select  committee  there  had  been  a  *'  take  in.'* 
Now,  he  denied  that  there  had  been  a  "  take  in." 
The  report  was  fairly  drawn,  agreeably  to  the 
sense  of  the  mnjority  of  that  committee.  It  had 
been  saiJ,  that  the  import  was  a  kind  of  compro- 
mise between  the  gentlemen  in  the  committee, 
who  were  of  opposite)  opinions.  There  could  be 
no  such  thinj;  a^  a  compromise  with  tUo  members 
who  opposed,  these  taxes.  The  opposition  had 
been  from  the  beginning  too  violent  to  admit  of 
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any  cotnpromiRe.  In  the  last  session,  when  the 
bill  for  these  new  taxes  was  first  brought  in,  there 
had  been  a  VQvy  peculiar  vote  upon  it  It  was  at 
first  proposed  to  refuse  the  bill  a  second  reading. 
The  same  gentlemen  had  uniformly  voted  against 
it  altogether,  eren  after  it  had  received  amend- 
ments suggested  by  themselves.  What  was  to  be 
expected  from  such  a  committee  as  that?  He 
wondered  only  that  they  did  not  advise  a  total  re- 
peal of  the  bill.  The  same  gentlemen  who  had 
objected  to  it  in  the  select  committee,  were  in  the 
number  of  those  who  had  voted  against  the  bill 
in  all  its  shapes.  This  was  not  a  random  asser- 
tion, for  Mr.  U.  had  examined  the  Journals,  and 
now  produced  them  to  prove  what  he  said.  With 
gentlemen  so  determined,  it  was  impossible  to  ex- 
pect any  compromise.  As  to  the  sugar  duty  be- 
fore the  Committee,  he  thought  that  the  mer- 
chants had  much  greater  reason  to,  complain  of 
the  two  and-an-half  per  cent,  of  additional  im- 
post, than  the  sugar  bakers  of  the  two  cents  per 
pound  on  their  manufacture.  That  any  body  should 
imagine  (said  Mr.  H.)  that  two  cents  per  pound 
of  advance  would  reduce  the  consumption  of  re- 
fined sugar  is  astonishing  to  me!  Have  we  not  seen 
refined  sugar  at  sixteen,  eighteen,  and  twenty-two 
pence  per  pound,  and  did  any  bod}'  ever  use  the 
less  of  it  when  it  rose  in  price  ?  The  fact  is,  that 
they  never  thought  about  the  price  of  it  at  all, 
but  purchased  exactly  what  they  wanted.  Mr.  11. 
considered  that  all  that  had  been  said  against  the 
tax,  as  the  most  groundless  clamor  that  could  be 
conceived.  He  hop^  that  the  House  would  take 
these  taxes,  and  appropriate  them  as  proposed  in 
the  report,  and  thus  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any 
future  Congress  to  repeal  them,  till  they  had  put 
others  in  their  place,  unless  such  future  Congress 
should  make  a  breach  of  public  faith,  which  Mr. 
H.  did  not  see  any  reason  to  look  for.  It  seems, 
that  when  once  a  tax  has  been  appropriated  by 
the  Legislature  to  the  discharge  of  any  public  bur- 
den, this  tax  cannot  be  taken  off,  even  by  the  Le- 
gislature itself,  without  placing  another  to  supply 
its  room.  Mr.  H.  was,  therefore,  totally  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  S.  SuiTn  did  not  know  whether  he  would  be 
in  order,  (of  which  he  would  be  glad  to  be  informed 
from  the  Chair,)  but  if  it  was  regular  he  should 
like  to  move  the  striking  out  of  the  whole  resolu- 
tion at  once.  [Mr.  Nicoolas  immediately  rose  and 
withdrew  his  motion  to  make  room  for*  this  new 
one.]  Mr.  Smith  then  proceeded  to  make  his 
amendment  He  took  the  face  of  the  law  as  it 
stood,  and  every  body  sees  from  the  face  of  it,  that 
it  is  but  an  experimental  law.  Why,  then,  wish  to 
continue  it  before  the  experiment  has  been  made, 
or  when  the  little  experience  which  has  been  had 
is  directly  against  its  continuation  ?  A  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Tkaca]  had  said,  that  when 
a  tax  was  known  to  be  permanent  manufacturers 
would  make  a  more  permanent  arrangement  for 
supporting  the  payment  of  it  The  argument  was 
strong,  but  unfortunately  it  proved  too  much,  for 
it  went  alike  against  the  repeal  of  every  tax,  since 
it  was  only  to  say,  the  manufacturers  would  make 
%  pamuuieat  anmageiiie&t 


The  same  gentleman  [Mr.  Tkacy]  al!e»ts  that 
nobody  complains  against  the  duty  on  refined  sn- 
gar,  except  the  sugar-bakers  of  Philadelphia.  The 
gentleman  is  wrong.  The  manufactarere  at  Balti- 
more wanted  to  complain  to  Congress  last  seswoa, 
but  Mr.  Smith  had  hindered  them  from  doing  .co, 
by  representing  to  them  that  the  law  was  oplj 
temporary;  but  the  present  proposal,  which,  ia 
fact,  amounted  to  making  the  law  perpetual,  quite 
altered  the  case.  As  to  the  .«;ugar- baker  from  Xe» 
York,  whose  information  had  been  advanred  >iy 
Mr.  Tracy,  I  breakfasted  with  that  gi'ntlvinsr, 
this  morning,  said  Mr.  S.  lie  had  been  cnaMd 
to  support  the  excise,  by  an  accidentally  ch»5p 
purchase  of  raw  sugar,  and  by  a  new  market  f ^r 
the  commodity  that  had  been  found  at  Hnnibnn:. 
But  these  advantages  were  temporary,  and  in  doe 
time,  the  sugar-bakers  of  New  York  would  be  re- 
duced to  a  level  with  those  of  PhiladelphLi  and 
Baltimore.  In  the  last  of  these  placrs,  the  manu- 
facturers had  this  year  sold  their  rrfined  sugar  at 
exactly  the  same  price  as  they  sold  it  last  ytar,  so 
that  the  two  cents  of  excise  were  entirely  out  cf 
their  profits.  It  had  been  hinted  that  manufac- 
turers should  keep  their  stocks  upon  hand,  till  the 
market  rose,  but  the  sugar-bakers  at  Baltimore  hx\ 
not  strength  of  capital  to  go  on  without  selling  oft 
He  again  adverted  to  the  injustice  of  the  proeetd- 
ings  of  the  Legislature.  In  the  first  place,  hrp 
protecting  duties  had  been  imposed  on  the  irop<Hta- 
tion  of  refined  sugar.  In  the  confidence  of  th's 
protection,  men  of  capital  embarked  in  the  niar:n- 
facturc,  which  they  never  would  have  done  ba: 
under  the  faith  of  this  protection.  As  soon,  how- 
ever, as  you  have  them  fairly  engaged  in  the  tnnie, 
you  impose  an  excise  duty,  which,  in  reality,  dif- 
fefs  nothing  from  a  repeal  of  the  protecting  dutj. 
Thus  is  the  protection  withdrawn,  and  thu.^  is  the 
public  faith  broken.  As  an  apology  for  this  kind 
of  treatment,  you  stigmatize  them  with  the  name  of 
monopoliifti,  a  name  odious  through  the  whols 
world.  But  the  cause  which  Mr.  S.  was  nn» 
pleading,  did  not  concern  the  sugar- bakers  only; 
because,  by  the  same  reasoning,  saddlers  antl  shoe- 
makers, and  every  other  sort  of  manufacturtfr«, 
may  expect,  in  their  turn,  to  be  excised.  Mr.  S. 
had  no  doubt  but  we  should  soon  have  an  (•xcr^e 
upon  nails.  The  tax  upon  the  importation  of  this 
article  had  called  forth  the  genius  of  the  people  of 
America;  and,  by  means  of  a  machine,  wc  c»n, 
in  this  country,  make  nails  cheaper,  Tauter,  «nd 
better,  than  any  other  nation  can  make  them.  The 
natural  progress  of  things,  will  be  to  tell  the  Ame- 
rican nailors  that  they  also  are  monopolut$,2  ^mt 
universally  detested,  and  then  you  go  on  toiXii-e 
the  genius  that  you  have  excited.  The  gcntleinin 
from  Connecticut  had  supposed  the  case  of  a  fcnn- 
er  coming  from  a  foreign  country  to  America,  and 
that,  ader  he  had  laid  out  his  money  on  l-md,  tfaerv 
should  be  imposed  a  land  tax.  But  Mr.  S.  Affirm- 
ed, that  the  comparison  was  not  fair.  Govern- 
ment had  never  pledged  itself  to  such  a  man  thit 
no  land  tax  would  ever  be  imposed.  The  suVj-Hrt 
was  open,  entire  and  untouched ;  and  the  farmer, 
like  other  people,  must  take  his  chance  of  futurity 
But  the  circanutaQce,  of  which  Mr.  S.  complaiaed, 
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3  this :  It  had  been  understood  in  America, 
it  a  sii«^r-bmker7  <:oQld  not  be  sapported,  but  by 
>tt*cting  duties  a^inst  the  importation  of  foreign 
ined  Rugmr.  Accordingly,  such  protecting  du- 
I  had  been  imposed,  and  novir,  though  they  were 
t  nominally  repealed,  the  House  were,  in  sub- 
nee,  doing  exactly  the  same  thing,  they  were 
'ing  on  an  excise  that  shut  up  Uie  business  alto- 
ther. 

Mr.  S.  next  proceeded  to  apologise  for  the  warmth 
some  of  his  expressions  yesterday.    He  certainly 
tended  no   disrespect  to  the  select  committee. 
e  had  not  ^wisbed  to  insinuate  that  they  prac- 
led  an    intentional  deception  on   the  House,  in 
iming  the  report.    He  was  sorry  that  anything 
hich  he    had   said  oould  admit  of  being  con- 
rued  into  a  reflection.    When  he  spoke  of  the 
rinted   estimates  given  in  to  the  House,  he  had 
\  little  design  to  cast  a  censure  upon  the  account- 
ig  ofiScers.      He  was  of  opinion  that  few  coun- 
ries  were   ever  blessed  with  such  officers.    He 
;U  the   deepest  regret  that    the  head  of   that 
kpartment  (Mr.  Hamilton,  present  Secretary  of 
be  Treasury)  was  about  to  quit  his  situation.    It 
rould   be   lon^,  he  feared,  before  America  could 
ml  another  officer  in  his  place  equally  fit  for  it 
le  then   proceeded  to  renew  what  he  had  said 
yesterday  on  the  subject  of  public  accounts.    He 
laid  that,  when  a  person  spoke  upon  figures,  those 
irho  heard  him  were  sometimes  apt  to  think  that 
be  was  in  the  wrong  when  he  was  in  the  right 
He  was  often  apt  to  be  misunderstood,  and  some- 
times no   doubt  was  himself  mistaken.      Mr.  S. 
said,  that  yesterday,  by  an  accident,  of  which  he 
did  not  wish  to  mention  the  particulars,  and  for 
^hlch  he  was  not  in  fault,  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  had  been  inserted  among  his  figures  more 
than  he  knew  of.    He  then  went  into  a  detail  on 
the  same  subject  as  yesterday.    He  said,  that  he 
still  hoped  to  oonyince  the  House,  that  there  would 
be  plenty  of  money  to  pay  the  whole  sums  pro- 
posed, besides  a  large  surplus  after  striking  out 
the  second  resolution.     He    then    proceeded  to 
ftn  arUhmetical  discussion.    [He  was  interrupted 
once  or  twice  as  being  erroneous,  by  Mr.  Hill- 
BOUSB.J    He  remarked,  that  the  subject  was  en- 
tirely new  to  him.    He  had  never  thought  upon 
the  estimate  till  yesterday,  and  he  knew  himself 
to  be  as  liable  to  mistakes  as  any  other  man.     He 
was  perfectly  open  to  correction  and  conviction  ; 
And  as  ready  to  be  convinced  as  any  gentleman  on 
the  other  side  of  the  question. 

When  Mr.  S.  sat  down,  Mr.  Dbxtbb  rose^  and 
ta^de  a  variety  of  observations. 

Mr.  Srdowick,  also,  and  Mr.  Nicholas,  entered 
into  a  dispute  concerning  some  of  the  calculations 
of  Mr.  S.  Smitb. 

Mr.  Paob  said,  that  he  wished  the  motion  had 
^n  to  strike  out  the  whole  resolution,  and  that 
members  who  had  spoken  had  been  contented  with 
showing,  whilst  they  were  up,  why  they  could  not 
*?ee  to  such  a  motion,  and  why  they  preferred 
^he  resolution  to  any  other  which  could  oocur  to 
them;  and  that,  had  such  a  motion  been  rejected, 
then  such  amendments  had  been  proposed  and 
considered  as  might  oocur  to  those  who  disapprove 


of  the  original  resolution ;   for  then  the  resolution 
would  have  been  open  to  a  full  and  free  examina- 
tion  in  the  first  instance,  and  every  amendment 
considered  in  its  turn ;  but,  as  the  debate  has  been 
conducted,  the  attention  of  members  has  been  dis- 
tracted, and  called  to  such  a  variety  of  subjects 
that  the  debate  has  been  confused  and  too  much 
lengthened ;    and  the  amendment   now  proposed 
must  confine  members  who  regard   order,  from 
stating  their  opinions  as  fully  as  those  who  have 
spoken  on   the  several   preceding  questions,  and 
have  not  confined  themselves  to  order.     I  shall, 
however,  confine  myself  to  the  consideration  of  the 
question  immediately  before  us,  which  is,  in  fact, 
whether  manufactured  sugar  shall  be  excised  till 
the  year  1801,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  to 
pay  off  that  part  of  the  Debt  of  the  United  States, 
which  pays  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  instead  of 
being  excised  only  to  the  end  of  the  session  of  1795, 
and  applied  to  certain  temporary  purposes.     As  I 
voted  against  the  excise  on  sugar  in  the  last  session, 
when   it  was  stated  as  absolutely  necessary  on 
account    of  a  pressing  emergency,   an   expected 
war,  and  a  consequent  defalcation  of  the  revenue 
which  had  been  drawn  from  impost  and  tonnage ; 
and  then  stated  my  objections  as  founded  on  the 
impropriety  of  taxing  an  infant  valuable  branch 
of  manufacture,  not  only  as  impolitic,  but  as  par- 
tial and  inconsistent  with  the  practice  of  Congress, 
which  had  been  to  encourage  every  branch  of  the 
manufactures  of  the  United  States ;   and  even  if 
there  had  not  been  this  impropriety  in  the  measure 
then,  I  thought  it  unnecessary,  because  I  saw  no 
danger  of  being  involved  in  a  war ;  and  if  there 
had  been  such  danger,  I  looked  to  less  exception- 
able objects  of  taxation ; — I  cannot  but  vote  now 
against  an  absolutely  unnecessary  continuance  of 
that  excise.     I  am  every  day  confirmed  in  my  opi- 
nion, that  it  is  impolitic,  unjust,  and  contrary  to 
Republican  principles,  to  select  particular  objects 
for  taxation^  as  it  must  beget  discontent,  and  may 
be  abused  to  the  ruin  of  individuals  who  may  be 
selected  as  persons  on  whom  a  burden  of  taxes 
shall  fall;  it  is  a  temptation  to  a  Legislature  to 
an  act  of  oppression ;   because,  as  in  the  case  be- 
fore us,  the  persons  injured  are  but  few,  and  there- 
fore their  complaints  will  be  disregarded ;  and  it 
may  happen  that  some  persons  may  not  be  af- 
fected by  the  duty  on  excise  as  others  are,  for  per- 
sons with  large  capitals  may  be  benefited,  whilst 
the  poorer  manufacturers  may  bo  forced  to  aban- 
don the  manufacture.     The  taxes  of  a  Rupublic 
ought  to  bear  equally  on  all  its  members ;  that  is, 
in  exact  proportion   to   their    property.      I    am 
restrained  by  the  question  at  present  from  saying 
anything  respecting  the  excise  on  snuff,  and  the 
tax  on  licenses  for  retailing  wines  and  spirituous 
liquor,  on  sales  at  auction,  and  on  carriages,  and 
therefore  will  only  remark,  that  the   duties  and 
taxes  enumerated  in  the  resolution  before  us,  are 
all   highly  exceptionable ;   and  therefore,  no  at- 
tempt ought  now  to  be  made  to  continue  them 
beyond  the  time  to  which  they  were  limite<i ;  to 
strike  out  the  whole  resolution  will  bo  to  continue 
them  according  to  their  appropriation;    to   agree 
to  the  resolution  will  be  -an  alteration  of  oar  ap^ 
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proprintion,  and  to  apply  an  uncertnin  fund  which 
was  relied  on  in  an  emergency  for  temporary  pur- 
poses, to  an  important  permanent  purpose,  which 
must  require  the  best  known  and  roost  productive 
funds.  1  shall  therefore  vote  for  striking  out  the 
word  **  sugar,"  and,  indeed,  the  whole  resolution. 

By  this  time  it  had  been  repeatedly  moved  that 
the  Committee  should  rise,  and  the  Chairman  re- 
port  progress,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and 
the  House  immediately  adjourned. 


Friday,  January  16u 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*  An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate 
the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for 
other  purposes,'  ^  was  read  the  third  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  Mr.  Kkttera,  Mr.  Heath, 
and  Mr.  iKViKe. 

A  petition  of  William  Martin,  of  North  Yar- 
mouth, in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  relief  in  the 
case  of  the  schooner  Fox,  the  property  of  an  inha- 
bitant of  Nova  S(;otia,  concerned  in  trade  with 
the  petitioner,  which  was  seiased  by  the  Collector 
for  th«  district  of  Portland,  in  the  said  State,  as  a 
foreign  bottom,  under  tliirty  tons  burden,  import- 
ing articles  from  a  foreign  port,  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  impost  deities,  contrary  to  the  revenue 
laws  of  the  United  States.  Also,  a  petition  of  John 
Montgomery  and  Thomas  Smith,  executors  of  the 
late  Brigadier  General  Butler,  deceased,  who  was 
killed  in  an  engagement  with  the  Indians,  in  No- 
vember, 17U1,  praying  that  the  allowance  grantc^d 
to  the  widows  and  orphan  children  of  officers  who 
were  killed  or  died  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  late  war,  may  be  extended  to 
the  widow  and  orphans  of  the  deceased. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Kpaphras  Jones  and  others;  and,  after  some  time 
ttpent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
tiie  bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr  Samuel  Smith,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  tonnage 
duties  on  certain  French  vessels;  which  waa  read 
twice  and  committed. 

On  motion, 

JietoUed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafiary  be 
requ<^ted  to  furnish  this  House  with  a  statement 
of  the  amount  of  goods  on  which  a  duty  of  seven- 
and-a-half  per  cent  was  paid,  from  the  thirtieth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  to  the  first  day  of  July  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four;  the  amount  on 
which  ten  per  cent  was  paid,  for  that  perioJ ;  and 
the  nt>tt  amount  of  duty  on  coal,  and  on  coffee 
and  cocoa,  for  the  same  time. 

Mr.  KiTTBKA,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
xommittad  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Seoato,  entitled 


** An  act  in  addition. to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to 
regulate  the  pay  of  the  non-com  missioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  MiHtia  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  when  railed  intoaclual  service,  and  for 
other  purposes,'  "  reported  that  the  committee  bad 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto. 

On  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  vas 
resolved  in  the  afiirmative. 

The  SpcAxaa  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  statin*:  "  »hat 
pursuant  to  the  second  section  of  the  act  establi>h- 
ing  the  Treasury  Department,  which  cxpnsJj 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  digest  and  prepare  plans  for  the  improTc- 
ment  and  management  of  the  revenue,  and  for  the 
support  of  public  credit,  he  has  digested  and  pn* 
pared  a  plan,  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  revenue^, 
for  the  further  support  of  public  credit,  which  ii 
ready  for  communicaUon  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives." 

The  Letter  was  read.    Whereupon, 

Besohed^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
informed  that  this  House  is  ready  to  receive  the 
communication  therein  referred  to. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  CoiDmit' 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  phin  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Public  D^bt 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONS  entered  into  a  series  of  calcula- 
tions, and  endeavored  to  show  that  Mr.  S.  SariH 
had  not  fully  digested  his  observations  made  yf^- 
terday  on  the  subject  of  American  finance.  He 
also  stated  his  reasons  for  preferring  the  pre^rt 
system  of  revenue  to  a  direct  tax.  A  person  coulu 
with  much  more  ease  pay  two  cents  per  pound  on 
his  refined  sugar  imperceptibly,  as  he  made  use  of 
It,  than  the  whole  sum  of  that  and  other  taxes  of 
the  same  kind  together  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Amies. — It  would  seem  to  be  a  trite,  coro- 
mon- place  inquiry  to  ask  whether  Congress  is  sin- 
cerely and  earnestly  engaged  in  the  work  of  re- 
ducint^  the  Public  Debt?  Most  persons  present 
would  consider  the  question  as  the  insinaatii»n  ot 
a  doubt  equally  illiberal  and  unwan*anted.  Every 
one  would  say,  this  article  makes  a  part  of  my 
private  creed,  and  of  my  public  duty.  Tet,  mere 
speculative  opinions  and  empty  wishes  for  the 
object  will  leave  it  unaccomplished.  The  path 
to  every  great  public  good  is  obstructed  with  gre*t 
obstacles,  and,  to  surmount  them,  demands  some 
vigor  of  exertion,  some  firmness  of  self  denial. 
The  Dei»t,  we  are  told,  is  unpopular,  and  this  coun- 
try would  differ  from  every  other  in  the  world,  if 
the  imposition  of  taxes  is  not  so  too.  Yet,  with- 
iout  efficient  revenues  every  one  will  see  that  Uie 
Government  cannot  reduce  the  Debt,  and,  there- 
fore, we  have  only  to  choose  between  eviU,  or  n* 
ther  between  the  great  evil  of  an  undiminished 
Public  Debt  and  the  inconvenience  of  those  cla- 
mors which  taxes  never  fail  to  raise,  though,  hap- 
pily, no  country,  I  believe,  acquiesces  more  cheer- 
fully in  the  revenue  laws  than  our  own. 

Gentlemen  ought  not  to  be  surprised  or  offend- 
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if  ^vK-e  think  it  at  least  possible  that  the  diffi- 
ies  lit  the  way  of  a  powerful  operation  on  the 
It,  TTiAj  prove  io surmountable.  It  is  easy  and 
ua-nl  Co  iuulti{)ly  doabts  as  to  the  plan  of  the 
ucrioo,  as  well  as  to  inspire  repugnance  and 
tielionsion  of  the  taxes  and  other  means  of  ^iv> 
ir  eiiWct.  A  plan  for  reducing  the  Public  Debt 
tainly  means  a  great  deal  more  than  payins^  off 
K>.000,  the  redeemable  part  of  the  six  per  cent. 
sk  fur  onoe  only,  and  then  to  drop  it  till  an- 
rer  laborious  anci  contentious  effort  of  the  Le- 
la  lure  shall  hare  provided  for  a  second  pay-* 
nt.  Before  we  proceed  to  discuss  points  in 
lich  we  disagree,  I  hope  we  may  state  this  as 
*r  and  the^  groundwork  of  the  whole,  which,  in 
sory,  at  least,  unites  all  opinions,  that  w#  shall 
w  settle  a  plan  for  applying  year  by  year  the 
if>le  strength  of  the  revenues  of  the  nation  to 
y iii$^  off  the  Public  Debt ;  that  we  shall  aanc- 
•n  this  plan  by  law,  and  give  it  energy  by  pro- 
iin*;  the  funds  for  a  sacred  and  unalterable  ap- 
ication  to  the  object.  If  the  opposers  of  the  re- 
•rt  of  the  committee  on  the  plan  of  reducing  the 
ebt  are  not  willing  to  go  this  length,  then  they 
ust  confess  they  fall  short  of  those  with  whom 
im  uow  acting,  and  who  have  usually,  ou  ques- 
3n.<i  of  revenue  and  finance,  had  my  vote ;  and  I 
•nfess,  this  is  one  of  the  few  occanions  in  which 
bad  hoped  to  see  an  emulation  in  this  House  tor 
iea.<4uri>8  of  efficiency  and  permanency.  But  that 
3\>e,  however  pleasing,  is  somewhat  checked  by 
le  alarming  recollection  that  public  debts  are  in 
11  States  the  objects  of  public  concern  and  dread. 
Q  Europe,  their  vast  amount  has  at  last  terrified 
[lose  who  hold  the  supreme  power,  as  well  as 
lose  Jjirho  pay  taxes.  Yet,  although  they  have 
)n:^  portended  convulsion  and  ruin,  have  not  na- 
ions  and  Governments  nearly  smothered  their 
larm-^,  and,  instead  of  rousing  all  their  energies 
0  subilue  the  evil,  relapsed  into  a  state  of  security 
ad  torpor?  Nay,  have  they  not,  by  madly  rush- 
n^  into  war,  as  we  might  lately  have  done,  aug- 
ncnted  the  danger  and  hastened  the  shock  of  that 
earthquake,  which,  for  an  age  past,  has  threatened 
0  throw  Europe  back  again  into  chaos?  The 
mtions  seem  to  have  outgrown  their  fears,  or  to 
iespair  of  the  remedy,  as  the  inhabitants  of  Italy 
whistle  unconcerned  on  the  sides  of  Mount  Etua 
(vhile  it  vomits  fire,  or  plough  the  fields  of  Cala- 
bria while  they  shake  under  their  feet. 

These  are  remarkable  facts,  and  show  that,  in 
Bpile  of  universal  fears  aud  wishes,  there  is  some 
p<3\verful  obstacle  in  the  nature  of  nuin,  or  in  the 
structure  of  society,  that  baffles  the  attempts  of  a 
nation  to  break  out  of  the  circle  of  enchantment 
and  ruin.    What  is  it  ?     Probably  this :  that  wars 
^hich  create  public  debts  are  almost  always  pop- 
ular, and  taxes  that  would  speedily  wipe  them 
out,  are  no  less  obnoxious.     I  hope  I  shall  be  par- 
doned, if  1  say,  and  I  would  say  it  inofi'ensivelj', 
that  the  tone  and  sentiment  of  the  opposition  to 
^He  temporary  taxes  have  not  altogether  convinced 
iiie  that  the  United  States  are  free  from  this  com- 
mon malady  of  nations. 

It  may  be  true,  that  we  have  less  to  dread  from 
debt  than  some  of  the  European  nations.     The 


amount  is  comparatively  small,  and  the  progress 
of  wealth  and  ])cople  is  every  day  lessening  the 
share  that  falls  to  an  individual  to  be  answerable 
for.  The  taxes,  it  may  be  said  also,  powerfully 
stimulate  manufacturing  industr}',  as  well  as  in- 
crease our  shipping,  by  their  operation  as  protect- 
ing duties.  But,  although  the  husbandry,  arts, 
and  trade  of  the  country  have  prospered  undef 
both  debts  and  taxes  ;  although,  while  the  intei'est 
is  duly  paid,  the  creditors  have  no  claim  to  the 
principal,  yet  the  motives  for  hastening  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  public  burdens  are,  notwithstanding,  fio 
cogent  and  powerful,  they  cannot  be  resisted.  In- 
deed, to  notice  them  ever  so  slightly,  will,  in  a 
great  measure,  overpower  the  objections  to  the 
tax  in  question. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  a  nation  ought 
to  cherish  public  credit,  for  the  same  reason  that 
it  ought  to  have  strength;  for,  in  cntical  situations, 
credit  is  strength,  and  the  want  of  it  may  hapjien 
to  be  not  only  weakness,  but  subjugation  and  ruin. 
And  it  is  my  belief,  that,  although  it  may  answer 
for  a  time  to  pay  the  interest,  and  neglect  the 
principal,  yet,  at  last,  and  in  the  course  of  affairs, 
it  will  appear  that  a  nation  which  neglects  to  pay 
its  debts  will  have  no  credit.  That  would  be  the 
case  with  an  individual.  Besides,  if  we  neglect 
the  interval  of  pc»ace  and  prosperity  to  pay  off, 
lessen,  and,  if  possible,  to  extinguish  the  Debt,  wo 
cannot  expect,  for  any  length  of  time,  to  avoid  the 
occasion  of  adding  to  it.  We  have  had  eleven 
years  of  peace,  one  half  of  which  term,  for  want 
of  a  Government,  our  debt  was  augmenting,  at 
least  twelve  or  fiitecn  millions  of  dollars.  It  has 
been  funded  four  years  nearly,  and  less  than  three 
millions  are  yet  paid  off.  Are  we  to  hope  for 
peace  always?  A  blessing  so  great  has  been  hith- 
erto denied,  perhaps  in  benevolence  as  well  as 
wisdom,  to  the  prayers  of  devotion  and  the  tears 
of  philanthropy,  and,  from  all  we  know  of  the  na- 
ture and  history  of  man,  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, if  not  to  desire,  that  war  will  sometimes  fall 
to  the  lot  of  a  nation.  Peace  is  the  time  to  pre- 
pare for  it,  by  extinguishing  the  burdens  of  the 
last  war,  by  exhibiting,  as  a  basis  of  present  ex- 
ultation, and  a  ground  of  future  confidence  and 
credit,  the  novel  spectacle  of  a  great  nation  which 
has  freed  itself  from  debt. 

There  is  an  auxiliary  motive,  which  I  stated  in 
the  beginning  of  the  debate.  The  funding  of  the 
Debt  has  unhappily  proved  an  occasion  of  division 
and  jdklousy  in  the  countrj',  and  of  acrimonious 
recriminations  in  public  assemblies.  The  ])t:bt 
was  not  augmented,  it  was  diminished  by  funding, 
and  almost  none  of  the  first  Congress  declared 
themselves  opposed  to  funding  the  Debt.  They 
resisted  the  assumption  and  some  of  the  clauses  of 
the  bill.  The  sin  and  odium,  therefore,  of  the 
Funding  System,  as  a  measure  abstracted  from 
the  irredeemable  quality,  and  the  State  debts, 
ought  to  have  been  shared  among  all  the  offend- 
ers, the  Southern  as  well  as  the  Northern  mem- 
bers. Yet  it  has  answered  party  purposes  to  re- 
present the  Eastern  members  as  the  patrons  of  a 
system  of  paper  influence,  of  Treasury  corruption, 
of  certificate  nobility ;  that  they  have  attempted 
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and  sttcoeeded  to  pervert  and  stretch  the  Consti- 
tution, to  organize,  and  nphold  systems  of  conceal- 
ed aristocracy ;  that  they  deem  tfie  Debt,  as  it  pro- 
motes these  vile  purposes,  a  blessing;  that  they 
made  it  to  oblige  one  another,  and  will  not  part 
^'ith  it,  lest  the  popular  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment should  ])revaii  over  the  artificial  and  trea- 
cherous schemes  and  corrupt  connexions  which, 
as  thev  derive  their  life  from  the  Debt,  must  im- 
part  life  to  it.  I  forbear,  indeed  I  am  anequal  to 
the  recital  of  all  the  infamies  which  have  been 
rented  on  this  subject.  The  language  of  insinua- 
tion and  invective  has  been  exhausted.  The  dic- 
tionary and  vulgar  lan^ugage  can  add  nothing  to 
the  opprobrium  which  nas  been  attempted  to  be 
thrown  on  the  friends  of  the  revenue  and  finance 
systems.  Do  not  the  ears  of  gentlemen  still  tin- 
gle with  these  disgusting  recollections  ?  Can  they 
think,  without  mingled  emotions  of  indignation 
and  surprise,  how  the  labor  has  been  to  represent 
the  Eastern  members  as  the  authors,  the  cham- 
pions, of  tlie  advantages  of  a  Funded  Debt;  while 
every  vehicle  by  which  the  public  could  be  mis- 
led has  teen^ed  with  declamation  that  the  mem- 
bers from  another  part  of  the  Union  were  exclu- 
sively xealous  to  extinguish  this  devouring  fire  of 
Public  Debt,  that  consumes  the  i)eople  and  their 
liberties,  that  the  same  gentlemen  were  not  con- 
senting to  the  Funding  System,  and  that  all  their 
efforts  have  been  hitherto  baffled  by  the  interested 
arts  of  the  friends  of  paper  corruption  ? 

I  neither  know,  nor  have  the  arrogance  to  pre- 
tend to  know,  the  inclinations  of  men*s  hearts; 
but,  when  we  are  accused  of  keeping  the  Debt  for 
influence  and  corruption ;  when  our  accusers  af- 
fect to  lament  that  they  cannot  be  allowed  to  pro- 
secute a  most  powerful  and  even  violent  opera- 
tion for  reducing  the  Debt,  we  have  a  nght  to  say 
that  we  take  the  professions  of  these  gentlemen  as 
a  ground  for  testing  their  consistency,  if  not  their 
sincerity.  When  they  proclaim  their  principles, 
we  have  possession  of  them,  and  have  a  right  to 
indulge  such  comments,  especially  at  the  instant 
of  bnnging  them  to  the  touchstone,  as  I  was  in- 
duced to  make  on  a  former  day's  debate.  I  own 
it,  sir,  I  rejoiced  to  see  these  professions  brouglit 
to  the  test ;  for,  if  it  should  not  criminate  the  sin- 
cerity of  those  who  make  them,  it  would  at  least 
exculpate  those  who  have  so  long  been  the  objects 
of  the  most  licentious  invectives.  It  will  show, 
in  the  teeth  of  calumny,  that  the  Eastern  mem- 
bers are  advocates,  and  zealous  ones,  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Debt. 

It  is  true,  the  opposers  of  the  resolution  are  not 
bound  to  adopt  the  plan,  nor  to  continue  these  very 
duties,  but  they  are  bound  by  more  than  common 
sanctions  to  go  even  beyond  the  description  of  per- 
sons whom  they  have  accused,  in  some  plan,  and 
to  provide  oth*er  taxes.  No  puny  operation,  no 
half-way  measures  will  do.  They  stand  pledged 
for  some  strong  system,  some  efficient  funds  to 
bring  into  activity  at  least  all  the  present  revenue 
faculties  of  the  country.  It  is,  therefore,  with  the 
best  reasons,  and  even  on  strong  public  considera- 
tions, that  I  repeat  the  observation  which  seemed 
to  give  offence  oa  a  former  day.    The  present  mo- 


ment is  tfie  crisis  of  a  poliiicil  tent.  It  f^st^  « 
tipportunity  to  one  set  of  men,  if  they  cKoo^.fc 
vindicate  their  conMHtencv;  and  we,  nr,  ^n  th 
other,  nclually  use  it,  not  by  profession,  but  by  oc 
conduct,  to  confound  the  accusal  Ion*  which  hm 
been  thrown  up«>n  us.  I  n»joice  in  \UU  iiMm«d 
on  public  account.  It  cannot  bat  nndereive  thi 
citizens  who  have  nourished  jefllooiiitss  and  piHS 
dices.  It  cannot  be  unimportant  to  »l:iy,  wi.b 
stroke,  the  slanders,  which  the  grentlemen  U 
the  Southern  States  have  assured  asi  have  »pra 
from  thi.H  source.  The  conlidenee  and  affrtii 
of  the  citizens  is  the  best  defence  of  the  C4*fHt'r& 
lion ;  and  we  are  told  that  thin  defence  hits  brei 
chiefly  weakened  by  the  niij*rc»pre!ientatioiw  «b 
have  4)een  made  of  the  intentions  of  Govern 
to  keep  the  Debt  as  an  instrumeot  of  eurmpt  is- 
fluence. 

If  the  common  object  of  both  sides  in  thi^  d^ 
bate  be  really  to  reduce  the  Public  Debt,  whatsla! 
be  the  plan  and  the  measure  of  the  redaction  f  U 
il  to  pay  off  the  redeeninble  part  of  the  aix  pereeoL 
stock,  and  to  stop  there  ?  If  so,  then  we  sha^i  s^ 
f.ir  beyond  them.  For.  why  nhonld  not  the  \kn^9> 
scribed  debt  be  paid  oflT,  the  rcj^stered  debt  the  f> 
rei<rn  debt,  the  deferred  and  three  percent,  and  erefj 
the  temp<»rary  loans  pr  nnticipntion  of  the  revt-noe. 
which,  it  is  agreed,  draw  an  interest  of  one  bunditd 
thonsimd  dollars  n  year? 

That  butrbear,  the  irredeemable  qnality,  so  arti- 
ficially conjured  np  to  terrify  the  country,  oppi»e* 
no  obstacle  to  the  redemption  of  nil  thi^  pre;! 
amount — a  mass  of  debt  far  exceeding  ihe  ni<«5 
extravagant  conjectures  of  the  product  of  the  ^ 
venue  fi»r  many  years  to  come.     And  here  let  ai« 
observe,  the  argument  almost  solely  opposed  totb* 
resolution  is  this:  We  have  revenue  enou:r^i,  wi'.b. 
out  the  temporary  taxes.     Let  it  be  allowed  thsi 
we  have,  for  argument's  sake,  what  follows  ?    T^ 
we   have   too  much  revenue  with  the  temp^rirr 
taxes.     Will  our  money  rust  in  the  Treasury  che>l 
for  want  of  debt  to  employ  it  upon  ?    Shall  «e 
not  make  greater  progress  witli  all    the  preset. 
taxes  than  with  only  a  part  of  them  ?    Is  it  a  \m 
to  refuse  the  aid  of  these  temporary  tixcs  wheo 
we  are  finding  out  a  new  way  fur  employinjj  t!» 
product?    Shall  we,  with   any  color  oi  wisdum, 
ifo  on  at  the  same  instant  to  extend  our  expenH*s 
and  to  diminish  the  income  of  the  taxe<«?^''^^ 
argument  that  these  tjixes  are  not  wan  led  i^  o'* 
teriy  hostile  to  the  professions  we  make  of  piyi"? 
oif  the  public  burdens  as  fast  as  possible.    If  t/i' 
statement  to  support  this  reasoning  is  t^n<^,  it  is 
not  HO  much  an  «ibjoction  as  an  encouragement  to 
our  progress  in  the  plan,  as  it  proves,  by  the  d«««* 
menu  adduced  on  one  side,  that  the  other  has  uoder* 
reckoned  the  calculations  of  success. 

It  miufht  seem,  therefore,  a  superfloons  labor  to 
show  that  the  Treasury  will  prob.ibly  stand  in  wed 
of  the  temporary  taxes  for  this  operation,  »inee  U 
is  all  the  better  if  it  should  not.  But,  by  sliottin? 
it,  at  least,  it  will  prove  the  necessity  of  asMfOtK' 
to  the  resolution,  if  we  would  liave  the  ?^^^^ 
Debt  reduced. 

It  is  infinitely  to  be  regretted  that  the  facts  !«• 
lating  to  the  Income  andExpeiiditare  of  the  Unit* 
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StAtcs  Are  so  mnch  in  dispute.  The  In^,  and, 
::iati?^t5  it  is  a  Ian*,  it  outrht  to  be  a  rule  of  con- 
ot.    IV>r  the  House,  requires  it  of  tlie  SccretHry 

tlic  Treasury  to  digest  4ick1  prepare  plafis  f«tr 
^  itnprovenieiit  of  the  pubHc  revenue,  and  rela- 
i<^  to  the  public  credit ;  iifi<l,  if  such  information 
cl  t>t*(Mi  called  for,  it  would  have  thrown  a  strong 
iit  upon  many  points  which  have  been  contest- 
,  t>«.'cauKe  they  were  }i\  the  dark.  Indeed,  at 
ery  s^tep  in  business  of  revenue  and  finance,  a 
iik>«frative  assembly  will  find  itself  embarrassed; 
ivktii^ss  will  hide  the  path.  I  tiiink  as  respect- 
\\y  of  this  assembly  as  I  ought,  And  perhafM  as 
gitly  as  any  meaiber  of  it,  3'et  1  iiesitnte  mit  to 
y,  that  no  asseiubly  ought  thus  to  n  ject  the  in- 
ruiatioii  which  our  own  law  makes  it  the  duty 
'  ttie  Treasury  Department  to  furnish.  We  often 
L-ar  of  the  duty  of  a  Republican  to  respect  the 
.v\%  and  yet,  in  the  teeth  of  this  law,  we  are  ex- 
urted  to  stop  our  ears  against  all  coiumunications 
Q  these  subjects  from  the  Treasur)'.  I  am  not 
ih allied  to  say,  I  have  need  of  the  information, 
vol  1  see  that  otiiers  dispute  on  facts  which  show 
leir  waaxofir.  ii  is  stnrtly  Executive  business, 
rjiich,  according  to  the  correct  theory  of  our  Con- 
titution.  <iught  not  to  be  usurped  by  this  House. 
Executive  otlicers,  on  their  responsibility,  ought 
o  furnisU  it.  The  details  of  a  great  nation*s  uio- 
loy  afiUirs  are  too  complex,  too  vast,  too  much  a 
ii  iencr,  lor  any  committee  to  embrace  in  a  report, 
t'  Ciiey  sbould  have  the  good  fortune  to  understand 
ueiu.  i  will  not,  therefore,  under  tlie  disadvanta- 
|;es  which  1  believe  are  common  to  others  as  well 
lA  inysell^  pretend  to  make  a  systematic  parade  of 
Sgiires, 

If  we  reckon  on  the  revenue  in  1798  as  a  ground 
of  calculation  for  future  years,  we  shall  have  some 
guide  for  our  conjectures.  Those  who  choose  to 
iamgiiie  a  vast  increase  of  income  from  taxes,  in  fu- 
ture, may  be  answered  in  a  word.  It  is  cofjecture — 
1 7U3  was  a  year  of  uncommon  importation.  French 
property  was  brought  here  m  almost  every  vessel, 
on  account  of  the  war  with  England  and  the  trou- 
bles of  the  French  Islands.  This  swelled  the  nomi- 
nal amounts  of  our  imports,  and,  as  much  of  this 
property  has  been  re-exported,  it  again  diminished 
the  ^upposed  product  df  the  duties  by  tiie  allow- 
ance lor  drawbacks ;  yet,  on  the  whole,  it  was  a  pro- 
ductive year,  and  it  could  not  be  thougfit  unfair  to 
reckon  our  steady  yearly  income,  according  to  that 
year,  17^3. 

Mr.  A.  then  produced  a  statement  of  Income  and 
Expenditure,  viz: 

INCOME. 

Duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  nett  -  $5,500,000 

On  internal  object*      -             -  -        780,000 

N\'tt  produce  of  the  Post  Office  -          20,000 

Surplus  of  dividends  on  bank  stock  -         50,000 

$6,850,000 

KXPKNDITURC. 

Interest  on  Public  Debt,  foreign  and 

domestic  ....  $3,100,000 
Oa  temporary  Loans  ...  100,000 
Support  of  Govarnment  -  500,000 


Military   Depnrtnient,    including  mili- 
tary pensions        .  .  - 
Naval  Department 
Liirht- House  Establishment 
Excess  of  income  beyond  expenditure 


1,500,000 

400,000 

24,000 

72«,000 

$6,850,000 


If  (said  Kr.  A.)  we  apply  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  redeem  the  redeemable  part  of  the  six  per 
cent,  stock,  we  shall  have  only  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

Wiil  any  one  deny  that  this  dependence  is  un- 
Fafe?  that,  at  any  rate,  the  operation  is  frittered 
down  to  a  contemptible  scale?  If  trade  should 
fluctuate,  as  it  may  to  a  very  considerable  degree, 
as  much  as  it  never  fails  to  do  after  a  raging  war 
has  terminated ;  if  the  reduced  price  of  our  exports, 
which,  on  the  event  of  peace,  is  inevitable,  should 
reduce  our  imports, ^and  that  is  the  most  natural 
effict  in  the  world?  if  new  expenses,  to  which  all 
an'airs  are  liable,  should  arise,  even  this  puny  plan 
of  reducing  our  Debt  would  be  arrested  in  its  pro- 
gress. 

The  statement  T  have  Fubmitted,  rejects  fra^tions^ 
and  makes  no  pretensions  to  absolute  correctness. 
In  substance,  however,  it  exhibits  such  a  vieW  of  our 
Income  and  Expenditure,  as  I  believe  cannot  be  in- 
validated. 

It  has  been  insisted  that  the  question  is  not  on 
the  repeal  of  the  temporary  taxes,  and  therefor© 
the  argument  is  misapplied.  This  is  merely  an 
evasion  of  the  force  of  it ;  for  is  it  not  the  very 
question  before  us,  whether  we  will  adopt  a^plan 
for  the  reducton  of  the  Public  Debt,  and  whether 
we  will  apply  to  the  yearly  operation  of  that  plan 
till  the  year  1801  these  very  taxes?  The  end  is, 
at  least,  in  appearance,  agreed  on,  and  we  are  now 
looking  for  the  means  of  effecting  it.  This  is^ 
therefore,  precisely  the  moment  to  choose  or  re- 
ject these  taxes  as  the  means ;  and  in  order  to  in- 
duce us  to  reject  them,  have  not  those  who  say 
the  repeal  is  not  in  debate,  insisted  the  taxes  al- 
luded to  are  unfit  means ;  that  they  are  dangerous 
to  liberty,  because  they  are  in  the  nature  of  excises, 
dangerous  to  manufactures,  which  should  not  be 
taxed  in  their  infancy;  oppressive,  and  ruinous? 
and  yet  they  urge  the  repeal  is  not  brought  ever 
so  remotely  under  consideration ;  nay,  they  tell 
us,  after  all  this,  they  were  passed  on  expert nkent, 
and  they  reserve  to  themselves  to  wait  the  result  of 
that  trial.  Are  they  who  so  loudly  condemn  tho 
temporary  revenues,  and  on  such  serious  grounds, 
affecting  to  waver,  and  to  keep  in  balance  till  the 
end  of  the  terra  for  which  they  were  appointed  to 
operate?  One  advocate  for  experiment  assured 
us,  in  the  last  session,  when  they  passed,  that  now 
liberty  was  lost  forever.  Does  he  desire  time  to 
b  -ing  himself  to  a  liking  of  these  assassins  of  li- 
berty? 

I  waive  the  idea  of  the  known  condescension 
which  produced  the  limitation  of  these  acts  to 
two  years.  Let  the  full  force  of  the  plea  so  often 
urged  that  they  were  passed  on  trial,  be  essayed. 
For  whom  was  the  experiment  intended,  for  the 
public  or  for  the  sugar-refiners  and  snuff-makerg^ 


1111 


HISTORY  OF  COIfGRESS. 


111! 


II.  OF  R] 


Public  Debt. 


£Januakt,  K3& 


and  was  it  to  prove  that  they  like  or  do  not  like 
the  tax?  Did  any  one  who  saw  their  committee 
expect  they  would  in  two  years  prefer  the  bix  to 
no  tax?  Or  was  the  experiment  intended  far 
other  reasons?  If  the  money  was  not  likely  to 
be  wanted  at  all,  it  would  be  one  good  cause  f(»r 
dropping  the  taxes ;  or  if  the  mode  of  levying;  the 
tax  was  new  and  uncertain,  it  would  be  proper  to 
limit  the  act  in  order  to  produce  a  revision  and 
improvement  of  it  in  that  respect  Was  the 
limitation  tacked  to  the  bills  to  see  whether  they 
were  proper  objects  of  taxation?  And  was  it 
really  doubtful  whether  snuU'  and  loaf  sugar  were 
proper  to  be  t:txed  ?  What  could  be  more  proper  ? 
One  is  the  most  trivial  of  all  luxuries,  and  the 
other  (loaf  sugar)  is  almost  if  not  quite  exclu- 
^sively  consumed  by  the  class  of  citizens  who 
have  somo  pretensions  to  wealth.  Yet  when  we 
press  hard  for  a  substitute,  instejid  of  the  snuff 
and  sugar  revenue,  we  are  with  a  face  of  solemnity 
advised  to  tax  the  land.  May  I  trust  my  senses? 
Is  it  possible  for  persons  to  call  the  taxes  on  snuff 
and  loaf  sugar  oppression,  and  the  land-tax  relief? 
Is  it  possible  to  think  of  taking  the  tax  from 
the  snuff-box  and  the  tea-pot,  to  put  it  on  the 
plough  ? 

I^  however,  that  is  intended,  as  gentlemen  assure 
us  it  is,  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost.  It  will  take  two 
years  to  organize  such  a  lax,  and  get  it  into  the 
Treasury.  If  a  land-tax  is  to  be  the  substitute,  the 
question  therefore  realty  is,  shall  we  repeal  the 
taxes  in  question.  If  there  had  been  any  doubt 
before,  there  can  be  none  in  the  opinion  of  those 
who  prefer  the  land-tax. 

The  interests  of  the  manufacturer  have  been 
strenuously  urged,  and  no  one  would  listen  with 
more  attention  to  any  suggestion  of  injury  on 
their  part.  If  there  is  any  point  on  which  I  am 
more  an  enthusiast  than  another,  it  is  on  the 
policy  and  (]uty  of  encouraging  manufactures, 
and  on  every  occasion  where  their  interests  have 
appeared  to  be  affected,  my  voice  has  been 
heard. 

But  how  is  the  suggested  injury  to  happen  ?  Is 
the  capital  of  the  manufacturer  drawn  from  them 
to  pay  the  duties?  Tue  ca.se  of  those  who  pay 
duties  is  the  reverse.  The  credits  allowed  are 
such  as  to  leave  the  public  money  in  their  hands. 
Their  complaints  on  that  head,  if  they  have  any, 
may  be  easily  satisfied  by  extending  the  term  of 
credit 

Another  allegation  is,  that  the  con^sumption  of 
the  articles  is  diminished  in  consequence  of  the 
duty.  One  of  the  snuff-manufacturers  assured 
me  they  were  not  so  weak  as  to  imagine  the  con- 
sumers would  not  repay  them.  Will  the  con- 
sumers of  loaf  sugar  be  terrified  by  the  exorbi- 
tant duty  of  two  cents  to  do  violence  to  their 
habits  and  deny  themselves  loaf  sugar?  Will 
they  treat  their  friends  with  brown  sugar?  Of  all 
tyrants  fashion  is  the  most  inexorable.  I  tell 
tlie  gentlemen  who  dread  the  brown  sugar  re- 
form, it  is  not  possible.  It  is  not  creditable  to 
substitute  brown  sugar  in  place  of  loaf,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  price,  any  more  than  for  the  same 
gentlemen  to  wear  frocks  and  trousers  and  leath- 


ern aprons  on  account  of  the  impost  on  superb 
cloth. 

There  is  one  other  view  of  the  interests  of  thi 
manufacturers.  Possibly  the  mode  of  Ictjvie 
the  tax  may  be  inconvenient  and  Texatkw^  I! 
that  be  the  ca.<;e,  who  doubts  the  readiness  4 
Congress  to  conciliate  the  interests  and  even  th« 
prejudices  of  the  concerned?  Surely  not  tlioet 
who  remember  with  what  extreme  solicituk 
Congress  attempted  to  reconcile  the  counirr  ta 
the  excise.  Surely  those  who  opfMise  the  tkie* 
will  not  expect  the  Eastern  members,  whtit 
manufactures  are  the  most  extensive  and  nomtf- 
ous,  to  be  opposers  of  any  plan  of  accoronx^h* 
tion  of  the  manufacturers.  They  are  perfect/ 
sure,  and  ever  have  been,  of  our  ooncurreiM*  h 
such  amendments,  and  why  would  they  wi^b  td 
keep  the  laws  hung  up  in  uncertaiotj  tar  trd 
years  ? 

Is  it  to  secure  the  power  of  the  next  Congress 
and  why  not«  of  the  next  Conuress  after  tiat 
which  perhaps  may  be  lietter  still?  And  why  ai 
that  ground  should  any  law  be  passed  to  continae 
longer  than  an  Almanac?  Is  this  the  idea  to  be 
inculcated  of  the  reign  of  laws,  that  gendcmen 
tell  us  by  passing  an  act  for  more  than  two  jeiis 
we  part  with  our  power ;  and  what  is  the  import 
of  this  new-fashioned  jargon  of  a  power  oifr 
the  laws,  instead  of  the  power  of  the  laws?  T'^e 
power  to  pass  laws  is  not  a  personal  prerogative, 
it  is  a  public  trust,  and  when  the  common  pio^ 
when  the  attainment  of  a  great  advantage  for  oar 
country,  such  as  the  progressive  reduction  of  the 
Debt,  requires  a  law  for  ten  years,  or  even  lonjtf, 
ns  it  an  argument  to  say  that  thus  we  may  lose  our 
personal  importance  and  prerogative? 

Shifting,  unsteady  laws,  are  a  public  evil,  and 
they  are  always  felt  as  such  by  the  dealers  in  the 
taxed  articles.  The  first  effect  of  a  Ux  is  a  iitt^ 
to  stagnate  and  derange  the  business  of  the  deal- 
ers, but  soon  the  current  finds  iU  way  again,  and 
the  tax  becomes  a  part  of  the  pnce,  a  part  o: 
the  settled  order  of  thino^s,  which  a  hasty  rer*i! 
would  derange  anew.  This  argument,  it  is  mi, 
requires  that  all  resource  laws  should  be  perma- 
nent Where  there  is  a  permanent  occasion  f'jr 
taxes,  and  the  propef  objects  of  taxation  are  knovn 
to  be  selected,  the  fluctuation  of  ihe  revenue  la^s 
would  be  an  evil,  and  therefore  it  would  be  proper 
to  make  them  permanent  But  when  the  call  ^ 
taxes  is  temporary,  or  the  mode  of  coUection  un- 
tried, the  limitation  of  the  bill  to  a  short  period 
may  be  no  less  proper.  This  objection  therefiire 
deserves  little  attention. 

One  objection  is  scarcely  intelligible.  Why 
will  you  urge  the  permanency  of  taxes  for  tem- 
porary objects,  such  as  war  establishments  /H- 
gates,  &c.  ?  The  answer  is,  the  appropriation  is 
intended  for  the  Debt;  for  an  object  that  will  la>t 
we  fear,  much  longer  than  the  year  1801,  the 
term  proposed  for  the  taxes.  The  taxes  are  n«t 
to  be  made  permanent,  nor  are  the  objects  of  tlieif 
application  temporary.  The  objectors  are  wrong 
in  fact 

They  are  no  less  mistaken  in  principle.  The 
temporary  taxes  were,  during  the  last  session, 
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rgcd  with  jiTi  appropriation  of  twelve  hundred 
i^aml  dollars,  and  one  million  of  dollars  also, 
the  ftipeign  intercourse.  These  sums  are  to  be 
sfietl  out  of  the  product  of  the  temporary  taxes, 
the  PuEsiDENT  is  authorized  by  law  to  borrow 
the  credit  of  those  funds.  The  public  faith  is 
;iniily  pledged,  and  in  express  words,  (see  the 
tropriation  act  passed  the  ninth  of  June,  1794,) 
provide  for  the  principal  and  interest  out  of  the 
icet'ds  of  these  very  taxes,  or  to  substitute  other 
tqxiate  funds  in  their  stead.  These  taxes  are 
irgvd  in  this  manner  by  law,  and  if  we  refuse  to 
lew  the  acts,  we  are  sacredly  bound  to  provide 
tiKtituted  revenues. 

Eyery  one  knows  that  these  taxes  will  not  free 
miseives  from  the  charge  in  the  two  years. 
How  then  can  gentlemen  prevail  upon  their 
od  sense  to  assert,  that,  by  continuing  the  tax 
n-s,  the  manufacturers  are  deluded  and  deceived, 
!ien  the  cause  and  necessity  for  such  continu- 
iCe  appears  on  the  face  of  the  statute  book? 
ow,  above  all  things,  can  they  say,  that  it  is  a 
"each  of  the  public  faith  to  extend  them  to  1801, 
hen,  unfortunately  for  the  sufferer,  the  public 
ith  is  in  express  words  pledged  to  continue 
icm,  or  to  provide  other  funds?  The  assertion  | 
Bs  been  a  subject  of  no  little  curiosity,  under  cir- 
imstances  bo  singularly  adapted  to  its  confuta- 
on. 

My  own  view  of  the  importance  of  hastening  the 
eduction  of  the  Debt,  has  led  me  to  surest  an- 
wets  to  as  many  of  the  objections  as  I  can  re- 
ollect.  I  notice  them  as  they  happen  to  occur  to 
ae.  One  appeal  to  our  pity  is  made  on  the  score 
Jiat  sugars  have  ri^^en,  and  that  it  is  cruel  to 
rhoose  this  time  for  the  tax.  Why  not  choose  it  if 
;he  tax  will  fall,  as  others  do,  on  the  consumers  ? 
Do  the  same  objectors  desire  a  relinqtitshment  of 
the  duty  on  molasses  because  it  is  dear,  and  yet 
the  manufacture  of  New  England  rum  is  unfor- 
tanntely,  from  various  causes,  in  a  languishing 
state?  Foreign  goods  are  dear,  and  yet  they  are 
taxed  All  articles  are  become  dear,  and  the 
Mind  rule  contended  for  would  be  doubly  wrong, 
if  adopted  on  account  of  its  necessary  partiality. 

If  we  regard  the  experience  of  other  nations, 
we  shall  not  find  cause  to  dread  the  destruction 
of  manufactures    in    consequence    of   tax^s.     Is 
England  exempted  from  them,  and  yet  where  do 
they  flourish  more  ?     The  truth  is,  in  an  increas- 
ing, thriving  society,  the  taxes  are  absorbed  and 
distributed  over  the  whole  mass  of  the  commu- 
nity.   No  problem  has  been  oflener  debated  than 
where  the   taxes   ultimately  fell,  and    yet   expe- 
rience has  invariably  refuted  the  gloomy  antici- 
pations of  interested  theory.     The  language  that 
infant  manufactures   are   not   to   be   crushed,  is 
more  declamatory  than  correct     They  are  not  to 
l>e  crushed ;   nor  will  the  manufactures  of  snuff 
»nd  loaf  sugar  fall,  if  the  operation  of  the  tax 
Bhould  be  like  that  of  other  taxes,  or  of  similar 
taxes  in  other  countries. 

But  is  it  really  desired  wholly  to  exempt  the 
loaf  sugar  from  tax,  now  the  duty  on  the  foreign 
article  has  secured  an  effectual  monopoly  to  the 
We  refiners?    Shall  the  four  cents  remain  on 


the  foreign  loaf  sugar,  and  nothing  on  the  home 
made  ?  If  the  price  should  in  that  event  keep  up, 
the  consumers  would  still  pay  the  tax,  after  its 
repeal,  although  the  money  would  not  go  into  the 
Treasur)',  but  into  the  pockets  of  the  refiners.  I 
wish  their  prosperity,  but  they  are  too  candid  and 
patriotic  to  desire  such  an  advantage. 

A  great  object  is  before  us,  and  if,  after  all,  its 
attainment  shall  appear  to  be  obstnicted  by  much 
seeming  and  some  real  difficulty  and  embarrass- 
ment, still  we  owe  it  to  our  country,  as  well  as  to 
our  own  engagements,  to  proceed.  Let  us  en- 
deavor to  overcome  the  prejudices  of  the  over- 
apprehensive,  and  to  conciliate  the  interests  of 
the  manufacturers  with  that  of  the  public.  In 
our  other  taxes  we  suppose  it  is  done,  and  why 
should  it  be  despaired  of  in  this  case?  Greater 
difSculties  than  any  that  a  calm  and  unpreju- 
diced mind  will  discern  in  the  plan  before  us 
ought  to  be  expected,  and  readily  acquiesced  in, 
rather  than  to  abandon  the  great  object  of  freeing 
the  nation  from  debt  It  is  worth  some  exertion 
and  sacrifice.  If  we  should  effect  it,  any  hopes  of 
the  destinies  of  our  Government  would  brighten. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  magnitude  of  the  Debt  to 
discourage  us,  and  still  less  in  the  prosperous  cir- 
cumstances and  good  dispositions  of  our  citizens. 
It  depends  on  ourselves  whether  we  realize  their 
expectations  by  acting  in  conformity  with  our 
own  professions. 

Mr.  S.  Smith.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  resolution  on 
your  table  reads  thus : 

**  Retolved,  That  there  be  appropriated  out  of  the  re- 
venues a  »um  not  exceeding  9600,000,  to  be  applied  to 
the  pavment  of  two  dollan  on  every  one  hundred  dol- 
lar«  of  the  amount  of  that  part  of  the  Public  Debt^ 
which  bears  an  interest  of  six  per  cent*' 

This  resolution  has  passed  the  Committee  unani- 
mously. On  what  principle  then  docs  the  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Ames)  pretend  to  doubt  our  intention 
to  provide  funds  to  sink  that  proportion  annually 
of  the  Public  Debt?  I  conceive  myself  commit- 
ted, and  if  I  cannot  prove  that  we  have  resources 
sufficient,  without  continuing  the  laws  described 
in  the  second  resolution,  I  will,  however  I  dislike 
them,  vote  for  the  resolutions.  The  only  subject 
before  the  Committee  is  to  provide  funds  to  sink 
annually  the  $000,000.  The  question  then  re- 
solves itself  to  this :  Is  the  revenue  of  the  United 
States  sufficient  to  meet  the  $(100,000  per  annum, 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  and  known  expendi- 
tures? Or,  does  it  stand  in  need  of  the  assistance 
of  those  excises  now  under  consideration?  The 
gentleman  says  it  requires  their  assistance,  and 
states  an  account  when,  after  paying  the  $600,000, 
he  leaves  a  balance  of  only  $126,000.  If  the  gen- 
tleman believes  in  his  own  statement,  he  must 
provide  more  funds,  for  surely  he  would  not  leave 
the  Treasury  with  only  $126,000  to  meet  contin- 
gencies, and  to  pay  off  that  variety  of  debt  that 
he  boasts  a  desire  to  discharge.  The  gentleman 
will  do  well  to  conflno  himself  to  the  subject  in 
question,  that  is  to  provide  for  the  $600,000.  *  On 
this  subject  he  has  supplied  us  with  useful  inform- 
ation. He  says  that  he  has  this  morning  re- 
ceived   a   statement  from   the  Treasury,  which 
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makes  the  nett  amount  of  the  dutien  in  1793,  on 
imposts  and  tonnage,  to  be  $5,500,000,  and  that  be 
yi\\\  RU'a3'8  prefer  facts  to  estimates.  There  we 
agree.  This  fact  gives  $500,000  in  favor  of  my 
estimate,  for  I  had  calculated  on  $5,000,000  only. 
It  was  surprising  that  the  gentleman  did  not  make 
use  of  other  facts,  instead  of  suppositions,  which 
be  could  have  had  without  going  to  the  Treasury, 
Tiz:  In  17»3,  (his  year,)  the  Civil  List  cost  $358,241. 
The  gentleman  has  charged  it  at  $500,000.  Ano- 
ther fact:  In  1798,  the  Military  Establishment,  in- 
•eluding  pensions,  cost  $1,212,681.  The  gentleman 
charges  that  item  at  $1,600,000.  But,  sir,  there  is 
iinother  item  of  very  considerable  importance, 
which  the  gentleman  seems  totally  to  haye  forgot- 
ten, that  is,**An  act  laying  additional  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,'*  passed  last  session,  com- 
menced operation  the  1st  July,  17i)4,  and  which  is 
estimated  in  the  report  before  us  to  yield  $500,000, 
but  which  I  have  stated  will  produce  $750,000 
Add  error  in  Civil  List,  -  -  -  141,769 
Sum  in  Military  Establishment,  -  28'2,469 
Balance  made  by  Mr.  Ames,  -        -    120,000 

$1,305,228 
vhich  makes  a  balance,  after  paying  the  $600,000, 
of  1,305,228,  from  which  deduct  $380,000  conU-m- 
plated  to  be  raised  by  the  excises,  and  there  will 
▼emain  for  contingencies  and  for  purchases  of  the 
Debt,  (by  the  gentlemaiiV  own  system,  and  surely 
a  good  one,  of  taking  fact  instead  of  estimates  for 
our  guide,)  the  nett  sum  of  $')25,228,  b^ng  about 
$^40,000  more  than  I  had  stated.  What  reason 
then,  at  this  time,  for  continuing  thase  laws  longer 
than  their  time,  say  until  June,  1797,  and  the  end 
of  the  next  session  thereafter,  against  whieh  time 
they  will  more  than  pay  off  the  sums  for  which 
thoy  stand  appropriated  ?  For  in.stance,  all  the  re- 
venues to  be  raised  by  laws  passed  last  year,  were 
appropriated  to  pay  sundry  sums  amounting  to 
$l,2i)2,137.  Two  years  of  the  excises  in  question 
are  estimated  to  nett  $760,000.  One  year  of  the 
aiiditional  duties  passed  last  session,  if  it  jmVIUs 
but  $533,000,  will  satisfy  the  whole  appropriation 
on  thase  laws.  It  has  been  said,  that  I  have  not 
provided  for  pa3Mneiit  of  the  bank  installments  of 
$200,000,  which  must  commence  in  1796.  I  an- 
swer that  the  select  committee  had  not  reported 
on  it  1  took  the  dticuments  they  had  furnished 
the  House  for  my  government  However,  I  now 
answer,  that  the  estimate  on  your  table  shows  a 
balance  at  the  close  of  the  year  1795,  of  $510,000, 
with  which  they  may  pay  two  and  a  half  years 
bjnk  instalment  if  necessary,  and,  if  our  funds 
should  not  be  found  adequate  in  1797,  we  must 
either  continue  those  laws  then  expiring  or  sup- 
ply some  other  fund ;  however,  I  believe  that  no 
man  can  think  the  funds  will  be  inadequate.  It 
is  said,  that  I  am  willing  to  commit  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  sum  wanted,  and  to  depend  on  sav- 
ings to  pay.  I  say  that  I  bring  forward  solid 
funds,  but  I  will  go  farther,  and  establish  the  pay- 
ment by  appropriating  the  revenue  arising  from 
the  iuiposts  laid  last  session,  which  nobody  will 
doubt  being  sufficient 
The  gvntleman  from  Soath  Carolina  iMr.  W. 


Smith]  has  said,  and  has   been    supported  bj  i 
gentleman  from  Massachusetu,   that  Govemni»-i 
having  encouraged    manufactures    by   prot«ciin« 
duties,  have  a  fair  and  just  right  to  lay  ezci«e»  (4 
such  manufactures,  so  as  to  paj   for  the  rvTf^iHn 
that  Government  might  have  gaiined,  bad  tlic  a^ 
tides  continued  to  be  imported.  •    This  derU;it>«i 
is  fair,  is  candid,  and  if  the  system  lerriiig  czc.>« 
on  the  manufactures  of  sugar  and  tmaff  should  U 
continued  until  1801,  then  tbosfO  wbo  comiiKnrt 
any  manufactories  in  futifre  will  not  have  a  ripit 
to  complain,  the   intention  of  Govemroent  Uis^ 
thus  made  pablia     But  if  this  in  llie  system  re 
are   to  adopt,  why  not  at  once  lay  ma  excise  oa 
all   manufactures  where  the  protei-ting   daty  \a% 
enabled  the  manufacturer  to  exclude  iiuportatioi' ? 
Why  not  lay  excises  on  the  follonring,  who  bar* 
excluded   the  importing  of  similar   artieks,  «ad 
who  equally  may  be  said  to  have  obcained  a  dio- 
nopoly  of  the  supply  of  their  respective  good.^  \  viz : 
Rope-makers,  saddlers,  boot-makers,  shoe-maktr.^ 
tanners,  curriers,  ship-boildcrs,    carvers,  cabintt- 
makers,  coach-makers,  and  a  variety   of  othirii 
Or,  why  not  lay  an  excise  on  tho  following,  who 
have  in  many  States  obtained  the  same  kind  of 
monopoly  ?  viz :   Sail  duck-makers,  fmper-iiiaker^ 
nailors,   cotton -man  ufactarers,   glaas-uiakers,  bat- 
ters, watch  and  clock- makers,  brush-  makers,  citeese- 
makers,  twine-spinners,  brewers,  and  a  variefr  Qf 
others  ?     My  neighbor  [Mr.  Goodbub]  whisper*, 
beciiuse  sugar  and  snuff  are  luxuries.     Granted^ 
yet  are  they  considered  necessary  by  those  vho 
use   them ;    and   I    ask   that  gentleman  whttber 
sugar  has   not  become  more  necessary  to  bim 
than   anything  that  can   be   furnished  by  citaer 
the   carver,  cabinet-maker,   coach-maker,  chee»- 
maker,  or  even  the  brewer?     No,  Mr.  Chairmao, 
I  will  tell  you  the  true  reason — because  it  would 
have  been  unpopular  and  alanning.     Begin  vitb 
two  objects  called  luxuries,  whose  manufactories 
are  not  more  than  thirty-four  in  the  Union— Uiej 
are  so  few  they  will  not  be  heard.     But  the  pre- 
cedent once  obtained,  we  can  proceed  to  levy  la 
excise  upon  all  or  any  other  manufacture ;  for  one 
precedent  is  worth  one  hundred  fine-spun  reasons^ 
Sir,   the  cause  of  the   sugar-bakers   and  snuff* 
makers  is  that  of  all    and  every  other  maouia^ 
turer,  ftir  all  are  attacked  through  them. 

Mr.  Madison  did  not  think  that  the  turn  wbicb 
the  debate  had  taken  was  at  all  a  projier  one. 
Tho  question  befoi*e  the  House  was  only  tliU: 
whether  it  was  at  present  proper  to  prolong  tbe 
taxes  comprehended  in  the  resolution  ?  The  Uoiuft 
can,  for  this  time,  go  on  without  deciding  tb« 
point  The  proper  statement  of  the  questKMi 
hereafter  would  perhaps  be,  whether  it  was  liet- 
ter  to  proceed  with  excising  all  those  articles  of 
manufacture  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  froa 
Maryland,  or  to  lay  one  general  and  efiBcient  tax 
on  property.  The  present  taxes  consisted  of  tv9 
sorts,  viz :  permanent,  as  the  impost,  &&,  ind 
temporary,  as  the  excises  in  question.  The  per- 
manent taxes  could  therefore  bo  applied  to  tbe 
permanent  object  of  reducing  the  Publu;  Debt; 
and  the  temporary  taxes  to  the  temporary  object 
as  the  Military  Sstablishment^  kc     Instead  of 
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luestion  a««ked  whether  the  Public  Debt  could 
i^cliarsed  by  tjixes  for  two  years  it  would  be 
roper  to  Bti  whether  a  Miliuirv  EntabliMliment 
vhk'h  no  iippropriationH  could  be  ConMtitu- 
iliy  made  for  more  tlinn  two  yenrs,  ought  to  be 
idt*d  for  by  tnzea  of  indefinite  contimiance  ? 
Tid  not  deny  that  there  might  be  h  revfrsionnry 
nprialion  of  such  tazeii  to  the  Public  Debt,at)er 
teiiiponiry  purpose  should  hnve  expired.  But 
praciicabilUy  of  such  an  armngeroent  was  not  a 
cient  answer  to  the  objectiona  ngninst  ranking 
uanent  new  taxea  nnrertaiii  in  tlu*ir  product, 
lested  in  their  principles,  and  which  hnd  been 
pted  under  otJier  circumstabcea  for  other  pur- 


eH. 


*he  present  subject,  he  said,  in  relation  to  the 
barge  of  the  Public  Debt,  had  in  every  view 
n  extrvmely  mngnified.  Its  importance  lay. 
thought,  chie/ly  in  its  leading  the  attention  of 

Co  03  mil  tee  to  a  comparison  of  the  two  gen- 
I  resources  for  pnying  off  the  Public  Debt, 
nely,  excisesand  taxes  apportioned  on  the  sever- 
States  according  to  the  Constitutional  rule,  and 
Urcted  from  individaala  according  to  their  pro- 
iy.  If  nothing  more  was  intended  than  mere- 
Ui  pay  the  annual  two  per  cent,  which  the 
iding  law  permitted  Congress  to  pay,  it  was 
ibable  the  impost  alone  might  yield  a  compe- 
\t  surplus,  without  resorting  either  to  excises, 
apporiiorMfd  taxes.  But  if,  as  was  professed,  and 
,  he  hoped,  was  intended,  a  great  and  effective 
in  was  to  be  sought  after,  for  the  purpose  of 
seing  the  public  from  the  evil  of  the  Debt  with 

uiui'h  deftpatch  as  possible,  we  must  then  fiice 
e  alternative  of  a  system  of  excises,  or  of  a 
fnerat  tax  on  property.  Between  these  different 
odes  of  revenue,  a  choice  wns  to  be  made.  He 
ifAtsed  it  on  the  attention  of  the  Cf>mmittec  that 

ezcirtes  were  to  be  preferred,  it  was  in  vnin  to 
»{)e  they  could  be  limited  to  a  few  trilling  subjects, 
ich  as  manufactured  snuff  and  sugar.  They  must 
e  extended  to  all  the  manufactures  mentioned  by 
16  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  S.  Smith.] 
*be  whole  country  would  be  covered  in  fact  with 
zcisea.  Every  manufactory  must  be  made  ti>  con- 
libute,  and  even  then  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
nvw  forth  as  much  revenue  as  would  be  paid  in 
iie  other  mode.  He  was  aware  that  objections 
nd  prejudices  existed  nguinst  a  tax  luid  on  property. 
ie  regretted  that  such  a  difference  of  opinion  pre- 
ailed,  not  only  in  Congress,  but  in  different  p  trts 
»f  tlie  Union,  on  this  subject  He  was  persuaded, 
levertheless,  that  a  tux  on  property  was  not  only  a 
nore  economical,  and  in  every  respect  a  more 
eU^fible  resource,  than  a  general  system  of  excises, 
fielding  the  same  amount  of  revenue,  but  that,  on 
lh«  whole,  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Americn 
vyald  be  found  less  averse  to  it.  He  could  speak 
wtih  confidence  on  this  point,  as  far  as  his  own 
t«»mmaniciitions  extended.  Much,  he  thought,  of 
^e  diHlike  to  a  tax  on  property  might  be  removed 
V  tflkiiig  different  objects  in  different  Btate^ 
*"  might  be  moat  convenient  or  acceptable  to 
tkein. 

f'HU  waa  perfectly  consistent  with  the  Consti- 
^^Qf  wlueh  did  not  sequire  uoifomiity  vln  this 


instance.  In  some  States  a  tax  on  land,  in  others 
a  tax  on  other  urticles  of  property,  or  partly  on 
bnd  and  pjirtly  on  other  nrticles,  mi^hl  be  most 
satisftictory ;  aftd  the  tax  luws  of  the  States  would 
iilwnys  assist  in  digesting  the  regulati*»iiH  for  the 
purpofie.  He  supposed  tlint  if  this  conrse  should 
be  taken,  a  million,  or  even  two  millions,  of  dol- 
lars or  more,  could  be  rail^ed  in  a  yenr*  aind  thnt 
the  people  would  be  willing  to  mnke  such  an  ex- 
ertion, rather  thsn  be  saddled  aaith  a  peniNineni 
Debt ;  whereas  he  did  not  believe  thnt  an  exciMe 
syKtem,  if  extended  to  every  nrticle  mnnofaetured 
in  the  country,  could  be  made  to  prodace  any 
thing  like  such  a  sum.  If,  however,  he  was  de- 
ceived in  this  p«iint,  and  a  general  nystem  of  ex-  * 
cises  Adequate  to  the  purpone  should  be  proposed, 
and  it  should  be  appnrent  that  the  gem^rsl  dispo- 
sition was  more  favorable  to  such  a  system  than 
to  a  tax  apportioned  in  the  manner  prercribed  in 
the  Constitution,  he  was  ready  to  give  op  his 
objections.  Much  as  he  di.Nliked  excises,  be 
thought  a  perpetual  Public  Debt  a  still  greater 
evil.  But  he  should  much  prefer  another  system, 
and  he  repeated  the  caution,  Uiat  the  altemath's 
was  not  between  a  tax  on  property,  and  the  petty 
excises  in  question,  which  could  not  be  felt  in  tlie 
work  of  sinking  the  Debt;  but  between  sorb  a 
tax  and  excises  spread  over  a  sufficient  number  of 
manufactures  to  produce  an  equal  sum  of  mr. 
enue.  He  again  also  suggested  to  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  that  the  question  was,  not 
whether  the  laws  should  be  repealed,  but  whether 
they  should  remain  as  they  stood  till  their  merit 
could  be  better  known,  and  the  whole  subject  be 
more  fully  taken  up;  and  that  all  that  was  at  this 
time  aimed  at  with  respect  to  the  Debt,  would  be 
attained  by  allotting  the  temporary  part  of  the 
revenue  to  temporary  purposes. 

Mr.  W.  Smitb  and  Mr.  Daytoh  also  spoke 
eoch  a  few  words.  The  Committee  then  rose, 
the  Cliairman  reported  progress,  and  tiie  House 
adjourned. 

MoiTDAT,  January  19. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  Relief  of  Epsphrns 
Jones  and  others,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Sfraxbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing the  plan  referred  to  in  his  Letter  of  the  hix- 
teenth  instant,  f<»r  the  improvement  and  nmnage- 
meiit  of  the  public  revenue,  together  with  sundry 
statements,  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  £,  and  F,  relative 
thereto ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  He  on  the 
table. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire and  report  on  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
light-house  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of 
Georgetown,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

And  s  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  William 
Smith,  Mr.  Grotx,  and  Mr.  Bbnton. 


TuiSDAT,  JanuAry  30. 
A  petition  of  Tobias  Lord,  and  others,  of  Ken* 
nebook,  ia  the  State  of  Mnwufthnsetta,  was  prs- 
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rented  to  the  House  and  re>id,  praying  to  be  reim- 
bursed the  expense  of  erecting  a  atone  pier  at  the 
entrance  of  ICennebuiik  river;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose, HM  well  as  to  iceep  the  same  in  repair,  that 
they  may  be  authorized  to  collect  tonnage  on  ship- 
ping of  a  certain  burden,  which  shall  pass  or  repass 
the  name. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Van  Allen,  and  Mr.  Ward; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  wiili  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

A  petition  of  Francis  Proctor,  late  Captain  <ftf 
a  company  of  artillery  raised  by  the  State  of  South 
'  Carolrnn,  praying  that  such  allowance  may  be  made 
him  for  recruinng  a  number  of  soldiers  for  the 
Continentjil  Army,  and  for  hardships  and  injuries 
sustained  while  a  prisoner  taken  oy  the  enemy, 
when  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition,  together  with 
the  petition  of  William  Seymour,  presented  the 
13th  of  March  last,  and  the  report  of  a  committee 
thereon,  and  the  petition  of  Sarah  Beacham,  re- 
turned on  the  31st  ultimo,  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  FfTZSiMONs,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  repeal  part  of  the  act,  entitled 
•*  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  expor- 
tation of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  encouraging  the 
importation  of  the  same ;"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  ccmimitted  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement 
of  the  claim  of  Samuel  Prioleau,"  made  a  report 
which  was  read.     Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  and  report  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Wholo  House  to* 
morrow. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  duties  on  goodrt,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
t!ie  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels;**  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  **  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to 
be  employed  in  the  coast ing-tradn  and  fisheries,  and 
for  regulating  the  same;'*  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
several  amendments  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  miid  bill,  with  the  amendments, 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  on  the  expediency  of 
erecting  a  light-house  near  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bor of  Georgetown,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Glaiina,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 


of  Joab  Stafford;  and,  after  some  time  spent  lac* 
in,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  a  nfxtlmk 
which  was  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  t}ie  liis< 
as  follows : 

Jiegoked,  That  all  persons  who  hare  Wf^. 
shall  be,  placed  on  the  pension^  li<tl  of  tKeViu4 
Suites,  b}'  virtue  of  the  law  passed  en  the  2^1 
February,  1793,  entitled  •*An  act  to  reffuLr*-  c 
claims  to   invalid   }>en8ionH,*'  shall    be  deemni 
commence  the 'receipt  of  their  respectiire  iwuf.t 
allowances,  at  the  date  of  their  cncnpletini?  :it 
testimony  before  the  Commissioners  mho  ici'k  U 
siime;  that  no   arrears,  in  any  caMe,  be  alioun 
and  that  the  payment  of  sueli  montbiy  alUivan 
be  continued  during  the  continuance  of  sucJici 
ability. 

Orderedy  That  a  bill  or  billa  be  brought  in  pi 
fiuant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  the  CommiUt 
of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONS  laid  on  the  table  the  fuiloHip 
motion : 

"Reaolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  mi 
to  lie  laid  before  the  House  a  plan  for  tbe  defieoee :» 
protection  of  tbe  frontier  of  the  United  Statei^,  aiK.  ii 
eluding  the  number  of  troops  necessary  for  garriMiin^ 
tbe  same." 

Mr.  Madison  hoped  that  the  gentleman  6iS  m 
mean  to  press  the  consideration  of  hi^  motion  i 
day.  It  was  of  great  novelty  and  magnitude.  K 
M.  donbted  if  it  was  agreeable  to  the  Consiitatiur 

Mr.  Venable  thought  that  so  many  moiiiios 
this  kind  would  abridge  (he  business  of  ihe  tiou^. 
One  day  the  Secretary  of  Wair  sends  ds  dinrttci^ 
the  second  day,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trras«iri 
sends  us  directions;  a  third  day,  we  are  to  U^t 
directions  from  another  Department,  and  feo  *'^ 
He  hoped  that  the  House  would  do  their  owu  k* 
siness  them.Helves. 

The  question  was  then  put.  Shall  the  House  oov 
proceed  to  consider  this  motion  1 

Mr.  Page  did  not  think  himself  in  want  of  t^e 
information  referred  to  in  this  resolution.    He  v^ 
entirely  averse  to  establishing  of  posts.     If  tiMryare 
weak,  the  Indians  will  cut  them  off:  if  strong.  :.vj 
will  paHs  through  between  them.     Any  moitfjUJ 
out  on  them  he  should  couMder  as  cast  a  way- 
Mr.  Daytq]!  could  not  give  his  assent  to  th* 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Fitzsimoks,  bi*cau»e  it 
encroached  upon  the  Constitutional  powers,  righi^ 
and  duties  of  the  President,  and  because  it  caii^i 
for  information  which  it  would  not  be  prudent  or 
wife  fi»r  him   to   give,  nor  practicable,  even  if  i* 
w«re  safe.     To  call  njxin  tbe  Presidekt  to</i{rf»* 
and  lay  before  the  House  a  systematic  plan  whkh 
he  must  thereby  in  some  measure  pledge  hiioMif 
to  adhere  to,  for  tbe  present  year,  for  the  (iefei«e 
of  the  frontiers ;  to  request  of  him  to  inform  the 
Representatives  in  what  manner  ne  intended  ^o 
exercise  the  discretion  which  the  Constitution  M 
vested  in  him  as  the  Executive,  was  highly  iB'* 
proper,  and  ought  never  to  be  drawn  into  prece- 
dent.   Mr.  D.  added,  that  the  resolution  wxs  o^ 
jectionable  in    every  possible  light   in  whkb  it 
eottld  be  viewed.    It  would  be  very  improdeot  to 
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lire  to  the  world  the  exact  number  of  men 
ich  were  to  compose  eTery  garrison  through- 
;  nnr  extensive  frontiers  and  country.  It  would 
swise  be  impossible  for  any  man,  even  the  Pre- 
C9T  himself,  to  decide,  at  this  time,  where  it 
srht  be  necessary  to  erect  forts  and  establish 
risons,  in  the  interval  of  time  between  this  and 
\  next  session  of  Congress.  The  reasons  against 
)  meanare  appeared  to  Mr.  D.  sufficiently  strong, 
m  without  taking  into  consideration  the  yet 
s^ettled  state  of  our  negotiations  with  Britain, 
d  the  continuance  of  Indian  hostilities,  which 
mid.  gfive  to  them  additional  strength,  and  of 
em!selves  furnish  irresistible  objections,  if  no 
fier  existed. 

Mr.  Parker  would  be  glad  to  get  such  inform- 
ton.  He  saw  nothing  presumptuous  or  uncon- 
tuiional  in  asking  this  opinion;  and  he  also 
oo(?ht  the  present  a  fit  time  for  doing  so.  If  the 
icsiDBNT,  who,  like  other  men,  was  fallible,  gave 
rong  advice,  the  House  had  only  to  act  for  them- 
Ives.  Where  we  find  him  right,  I  hope  (said 
r.  P.)  that  we  shall  support  him  ;  where  we  find 
m  wrong,  we  will  be  cautious  of  adopting  his 
Mnions.  He  thought  it  particularly  requisite  to 
K  this  bttsiness  of  the  fh>ntier,  as  far  as  it  can  be 
}ne,  before  entering  upon  the  subject  of  the  Pub- 
:  Debt ;  that  we  may  learn,  as  near  as  possible, 
le  amount  of  the  expense  to  be  incurred. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  did  not  object  to  the  Constitution- 
lity  of  the  resolution,  but  he  had  much  doubt  of 
3  propriety.  He  moved,  as  an  amendment  to 
trike  out  the  first  clause  of  the  resolution,  and 
)«tead  of  **  the  Psbsideict,*'  to  read,  *'  that  a  oom- 
littee  be  appointed  to  report  on  the  subject*' 

Mr.  FrrzsiMovs  said,  that  a  committee  which 
rent  to  the  same  thing  had  been  appointed  already, 
ie  withdrew  his  resolution. 


Wednesday,  January  21. 

Mr.  Dbxtbr,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  reviving  certain  suits  and  pro- 
X88  which  have  been  discontinued  in  the  District 
[)ourt  of  Pennsylvania;  which  was  read  twice, 
md  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
ime  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  further  extending  the  time  for  re- 
ceiving on  Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United 
Stales;**  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
tbe  8aid  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto.  The  said  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Oniereti,  That  Mr.  Sherburne,  Mr.  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Mr,  Watts,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Latimer, 
^r.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Niles,  and  Mr.  Greenup, 
he  added  to  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  14th 
instant,  to  report  a  plan  for  perfecting  a  road  be- 
tween the  Southern  and  Eastern  States. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 

enlUled  ^'  An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement^of  the 

cUiin  of  Samuel  Prioleaa  ;**  and,  after  soma  time 
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spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
an  amendment,  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House.  The  said  bill,  with  the  amend* 
ment,  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  further  provision  in  cases  of  draw- 
backs,'* with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they 
de.sire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speamer  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing a  statement  of  the  amount  of  goods  paying  a 
duty  of  seven-and-a-half,  and  ten  per  cent,  im- 
ported from  the  1st  day  of  January  to  the  31st  day 
of  December,  1798,  inclusive.  Also,  the  amount 
of  the  duties  on  coffee,  cocoa,  and  coal,  for  the 
same  time,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  16th  instant;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  FRONTIER& 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  and  report  what  proceed- 
ings have  been  had  under  the  act  **for  making 
further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,*'  and 
to  report  whether  any,  and  what,  amendments  are 
necessary  to  the  several  laws  respecting  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  and  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dearborn  read  a  resolution,  the  substance 
of  which  was,  that  in  considering  this  question  the 
view  should  be  limited  to  a  defensive  system  only. 
This  motion  produced  a  very  long  conveirsation. 

Mr.  Datton  declared  that  he  would  never  con- 
sent to  a  defensive  system  only,  while  Britain  was 
in  possession  of  the  Western  posts.  It  would  be 
a  wrong  policy  to  reduce  the  army  of  General 
Warne. 

Mr.  Hartley  spoke  against  the  propriety  of 
passing  this  preliminary  resolution.  Such  reso- 
lutions have  generally  a  tendency  to  embarrass. 
If,  upon  consideration,  we  think  the  number  of 
troops  too  large,  we  may  reduce  them.  But  why 
tell  our  Southern  friends,  who  are  now  bleeding, 
and  call  upon  us  to  protect  and  assist  them,  and 
desire  more  offensive  operations  against  their 
savage  neighbors,  that  we  will  not  comply  with 
their  wishes?  Our  Western  army  has  been  suc- 
cessful ;  and  by  giving  it  the  proper  aid  and  coun- 
tenance, we  may  expect  a  peace  with  the  Western 
Indians.  But  now,  to  say  that  we  will  no  longer 
keep  an  army ;  that  our  troops  are  to  be  thrown 
into  posts,  and  give  the  field  to  the  Indians,  would 
be  highly  impolitic  Will  this  not  encourage  them 
to  risk  another  campaign  t  Will  it  be  prudent  to 
let  your  posts,  far  advanced  in  the  Indian  country, 
rely  upon  supplies  to  be  brought  under  escorts  of 
militia — militia  horse,  which  costs  double  the  ex- 
pense  of  the  same  number  of  regular  troops  t  Why 
should  the  latter  solely  depend  upon  the  militia  to 
convey  them  provisions,  when  they  would  be  will- 
ing to  run  the  risk  themselves,  if  their  number  was 
kept  up  in  a  proper  manner? 

Mr.  H.  was  sorpy  that  objections  are  so  fra- 
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quently  made  against  the  lei^ion  which  has  been 
so  useful.  It  has  been  said,  that  regulars  were 
unfit  to  go  against  the  Indians.  Experience  has 
shown  us  the  contrary.  The  discipline  has  been 
fitted  to  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  has  been 
successful.  The  regulars  had  the  greatest  share 
in  the  late  engagement,  but  still  we  know  there 
were  near  two  thousand  volunteers  from  Ren- 
tucky  ready  to  support  them.  This  support  is 
withdrawn ;  still  you  wish  to  weaken  this  little 
army.  You  disorganize  it,  by  leaving  no  provi- 
sion for  horse  in  the  proposed  resolution,  which  is 
to  follow.  It  is  well  known  how  useful  the  horse 
have  been  in  the  legion.  I  think  we  ought  to 
continue  the  legion  until  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  re- 
cruiting service,  as  to  part  of  Qeneral  Wayne's 
army,  is  in  a  critical  situation.  We  should  do 
nothing  to  discourage  the  recruiting  service.  A 
late  law  was  passed  giving  further  encouragement 
to  the  recruiting  service;  officers  are  scattered 
throughout  the  Union :  but,  with  this  encourage- 
ment, and  the  greatest  industry  of  the  officers,  we 
have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  legion  will  be 
completed  before  the  next  session.  Nay,  with  the 
utmost  countenance,  I  fear  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
do  more  than  bring  a  sufficient  number  of  men 
into  the  field  against  the  season  for  action.  I  wish 
for  peace :  but,  to  obtain  it,  we  should  be  prepared 
for  war.  I  would  be  for  proceeding  according  to 
the  spirit  of  the  last  law,  until  next  session.  If 
we  should  have  peace,  or  circumstances  change, 
we  may  then  safely  reduce  the  number.  I  bold 
the  preliminary  resolution  improper,  and  shall  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  SsDowicK  moved  that  the  Committee  rise, 
for  the  purpose  of  his  making  a  motion  for  apply- 
ing to  the  President  to  get  information  on  this 
point 

Mr.  Murray  could  not  agree  with  those  who 
had  preceded  him,  in  arguing  for  the  reduction  of 
the  army.  He  was  against  any  reduction  of 
force,  as  was  intended  by  the  resolution,  by  which 
the  present  establishment  was  to  be  reduced  from 
6,000  down  to  two  regiments;  it  is  an  abandon- 
ment of  every  sound  principle  of  self-defence 
known  to  any  nation  in  a  state  of  war.  He  con- 
sidered the  resolution  in  three  or  four  points  of 
view  as  very  interesting.  Peace  with  the  Indians 
in  the  Northwestern  country — British  Posts — 
Southwestern  territory — Defence,  and  generally 
Posts,  or  a  chain  of  Forts,  on  the  frontiers.  As 
the  reduction  of  force  affected  either  of  these 

Eoints,  he  thought  it  injurious ;  as  it  affected  the 
oped-for  peace  with  the  Indians,  it  was  very 
unsound  policy  surely  to  reduce  your  army  at  the 
moment  you  have  gained  a  victory  that  entitles 
you  to  look  for  an  honorable  peace.  The  only 
way  to  reap  the  fruits  of  victory  was  to  retain  the 
power  of  repeating  it,  if  the  obstinacy  of  the  ene- 
my shall  render  repetition  necessary.  The  surest 
way  to  lose  the  profits  of  your  victory  is  to  dimin- 
ish your  decided  superiority  of  force.  You  would 
thus,  by  weakening  yourselves,  strengthen  the 
enemy ;  and  they  would  rejoice,  if,  in  the  moment 
when  ihey  were  defeated,  and  ready  to  send  the 


belt,  the  calumet  of  peace,  they  discovered 
their  enemies  a  disposition  to  relax  in  the  ^§m 
by  which  they  had  reduced  thera  to  bomilitj. 
The  ardor  of  the  distressed  warrior  will  retunL 
when  he  finds  you  are  tired  or  unwilling;  i^it 
we  must  expect,  that  if  the  tribes  gain  iiiteBi* 
gence  of  this  motion,  that  they  will  amuse  jtm 
by  signs  of  peace  till  they  find  joa  have  redoeel 
your  force,  and  they  will  then  burst  upon  jam 
frontier.  The  feelings  which  you  have  exdtel 
by  victory,  though  brilliant  to  jou,  are  such  tf 
must  have  added  to  their  rancor.  You  mar  bed 
them  into  a  submission  to  your  terms^  bot  j«t 
will  never  drub  them  into  friendship.  In  ftdL 
they  will  watch  your  moments  of  relaxation,  tt4 
avail  themselves  of  your  errors.  Peace  is  the 
object  of  war,  but  it  is  the  price  of  continued  ti- 
ertion  and  vigilance.  All  wise  nations  keep  the 
sword  unsheathed  until  its  object  is  oonipkidf 
attained ;  and  perhaps  there  is  hardly  anjthiflg 
more  fallacious  than  the  hope  which  is  in^^Hnd 
by  victory,  if  cautious  prudence  does  not  cots- 
piete  the  business  before  exertion  is  relaxed.  The 
British  posts  present  another  object  It  is  dhik- 
cessary  to  say  much  of  them ;  bot  when  we  recci- 
lect  that  they  may  possibly  produce  a  war,  it  tp- 
pears  to  be  the  height  of  impolicy  to  weaken  mr 
means  before  the  end  is  obtained.  The  papen  on 
the  table  show  the  state  of  the  Southwestern  Ter- 
ritory ;  a  considerable  force  will  be  essential  there. 
The  Creeks  either  wage  war,  or  threaten  it :  ben 
is  a  vulnerable  place,  to  which  a  memorial  of  that 
District  has  powerfully  called  the  attention  of 
Congress.  But  supposing  a  peace  already  eatab- 
lished,  and  the  British  posts  in  possession,  be  tp* 
prehended  that  the  number  of  posts  neoessvy  f<7 
the  frontier  would  call  for  an  establishment  foDr 
as  large  as  the  present  Some  one  part  of  the 
frontier  will  be  always  open  to  attack.  Were  the 
Indians  a  civilized  people,  reduced  into  a  regobr 
order  of  society,  and  under  laws  capable  of  pro- 
mising something  like  good  faith  to  their  engs^ 
ments,  fewer  troops  would  be  necessary.  Wt 
might  calculate  the  less  on  the  necessity  of  kne 
to  watch  contingencies  and  sudden  imiptionfl  if 
compacts  had  more  solemnity  and  obligation ;  but 
they  are  not  to  be  relied  on.  They  form  not  i 
whole  nation,  nor  even  a  confederated  bodjr  of 
nations,  except  for  temporary  obiects.  Each  tHhe 
is  savage,  unconnected,  and  insulated,  so  as  to  ex- 
clude the  just  expecution  of  permanency  v^ 
uniformity  in  the  objects  or  duration  of  their  ei- 
gagements.  So  it  is,  that  they  will  forever  think 
themselves  injured,  and  will  for  years  bold  tbcoi' 
selves  in  readiness  to  make  war  the  momeot  t 
weak  part  appear.^  Of  course,  you  will  be  obliged, 
if  you  mean  to  defend  your  frontiers,  to  keep  op 
posts  contiguous  to  each  other,  that  may  rep^ 
their  incursions. 

Mr.  SMrrn  said,  that  he  should  vote  for  the  rising 
of  the  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  is* 
formation. 

Mr.  Waoswortd  pn  answer  to  Mr.  Mcriut) 
said,  that  the  Indians  would  always  think  theffl* 
selves  injured,  and  would  always  have  a  nghtto 
think  80,  becatise  they  always  have  been  iojiflcd 
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d  always  will  be  injured.  The  Six  nationa,  it 
said  by  some  gentlemen,  are  now  at  peace  with 
..  But,  when  were  they  at  war  with  us?  They 
ive  been  so  used  to  be  robbed  and  murdered  by 
i»  that  they  submit  tamely  to  it  There  was  no- 
ing  like  war  lately.  The  two  different  nations, 
hites  and  Indiani«,  were  living  together  in  the 
me  villages.  It  is  true,  they  had  been  advised 
»  object  to  the  Establishment  at  Presqu'Lde: 
It,  if  an  army  had  been  sent  into  their  country 
;  that  time,  Mr.  W.  did  not  believe  that  they 
ould  have  fired  a  shot  It  never  could  be  made 
It  that  so  many  as  twenty  of  them  were  con- 
?med  in  the  war  with  the  Miamis.  He  said, 
lat  since  the  day  when  the  first  white  man  land- 
i,  the  Indians  always  have  been  injured.  He 
loiight  it  very  proper  to  inquire  for  advice  on  this 
jbject  of  the  Prbsidbnt.  He  is  not  only  a  Pre- 
iDBNT,  but  a  soldier.  He  was  born  and  bred  on 
le  frontier.  He  is  well  acquainted  with  the  In- 
ianK,  and,  independent  of  his  abilities,  no  man  in 
bis  Hou.se  has  had  more  personal  opportunities  of 
«ng  a  judge  respecting  them.  He  was  not  for  re- 
luciiig  the  army,  but  he  should  very  willingly  vote 
yt'  the  resolution  suggested  by  Mr.  Sedgwick. 
le  wished  the  Committee  to  rise. 

Mr.  Dearborn  withdrew  his  motion.  The  Com- 
oittee  rose,  and  progress  .was  reported. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  then  moved,  that  the  President 
)F  TUB  United  States  be  requested  to  direct  the 
>rop«r  officer  to  lay  before  the  House  a  statement 
>f  the  number  of  troops  that  will  be  necessary  to 
naintain  such  a  line  of  military  posts  as  it  will  be 
expedient  to  establish,  effectually  to  protect  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Page  said,  he  saw  no  material  difference 
between  it  and  that  which  the  good  humor  and 
candor  of  the  member  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
FiTzsiHONs]  yesterday  withdrew;  that  he  hoped 
the  same  good  disposition  would  lead  the  member 
from  Massachusetts  to  withdraw  his ;  that  it  was, 
till  yesterday,  without  a  precedent;  that  nothing 
but  a  certainty  of  unusual  dangers  from  an  ene- 
njy  on  our  frontiers,  it  would  be  thought,  could 
have  given  rise  to  such  motions.  If  the  President 
was  nut  called  on  for  the  plan  of  defence,  or  for  his 
opinion  respecting  the  number  of  troops  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  last  year,  when 
war  raged  in  that  quarter,  and  we  were  every  day 
told  here  that  we  should  be  plunged  into  a  war 
with  Britain — why,  when  the  Indians  have  been 
chastised  into  a  wish  for  peace,  atid  no  one  has  an 
idea  of  being  engaged  in  a  war  with  Britain,  should 
be  now  be  called  on  ?  As  to  information,  it  is  in  the 
bands  of  a  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
President's  Message  and  the  Report  of  the  Secre^ 
^y  of  War. 

After  some  further  debate,  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Skdowick  was  finally  carried — ^yeas  40,  nays  87. 
Orderedj  That  Mr.  Sedgwick  and  Mr.  Hart- 
Ut  be  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Pre- 
sident with  the  foregoing  resolution. 

TBtTRSDAT,  January  22. 
An  engrossed  bill  for  reviving  certain  salts  and 
process  which  have  been  discontinued  in  the  Dis- 


trict Court  of  Pennsylvania,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and  what,  alteration  is  necessary  to  be  made  in  the 
laws  respecting  lost  or  destroyed  certificates,  which 
lay  upon  the  table.    Whereupon, 

Rewhed^  That  any  alteration  in  the  act  **  limit- 
ing the  time  for  presenting  claims  for  destroyed 
certificates  of  certain  descriptions,"  would  be  im- 
proper; and  that  all  claims  for  lost  or  destroyed 
certificates,  not  comprehended  in  the  provisions  of 
the  said  act,  ought  to  be  decided  on  by  the  Legis- 
lature according  to  their  respective  merits. 

Mr.  Dayton,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  and  report  a  plan  further  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  Militia  of  the  United  States  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrentions, 
and  repel  invasions,  made  a  report,  which  was  read. 
Whereupon, 

Eesokedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a  bill  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  Militia  of  the  United  States  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 
vasions, and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those 
purpose& 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr. 
Benjamin  Bourne,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  McDow- 
ell, be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**An  act  making  further  provisions  in  cases  of 
drawbacks '"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed 
to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *  An 
act  to  establish  the  Post  OflBoe  and  Post  Roads 
within  the  United  States  ;^ "  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  said  bill,  and  that  it  be  recommitted  to 
Mr.  Sherburne,  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr.  Dearborn, 
Mr.  McDowell,  and  Mr.  Greenup. 

The  Hovise  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  remission  of 
the  tonnage  duties  on  certain  French  vessels.  The 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  concern* 
ing  invalids;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles 
Heems;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  thefr  disagreement 
to  the  same.  The  House  then  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  said  report  at  the  Clerk's  table :  where- 
upon, the  question  being  taken^  that  the  House  do 
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agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in 
their  disagreement  to  the  said  report,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments, reported  yesterday,  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  '^  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to 
be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries, 
and  for  regulating  the  same;"  and,  the  said  amend- 
ments beirg  severally  twice  read,  were  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Parker,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  establishing  trading-houses  for  the 
puipose  ot  supplying  the  Indian  nations  within 
the  United  States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution, 
reported  on  the  fifth  instant,  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  expediency  of  making  any  further 
alterations  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States  rela- 
tive to  the  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  by  particular 
States,  in  lands,  where  are  established,  or  may,  by 
law,  be  directed  to  be  built  and  established,  light- 
houses, buoys,  and  public  piers ;  and  the  said  reso^ 
lution  being  twice  read,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows : 

Besokedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  declaring  that  cessions  of  jurisdic- 
tion made  by  any  State  in  lands,  where  have  been 
erected,  or  may,  by  law,  be  provided  to  be  erected 
and  placed,  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  pub- 
lic piers,  with  a  reservation  of  concurrent  juris- 
diction, so  far  as  shall  authorize  the  service  of  the 
process,  civil  and  criminal,  under  the  authority  of 
such  State,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  cessions  of 
jurisdiction,  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  providing 
for  the  maintenance  and  erection  of  light-houses, 
beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers ;  and  that,  where 
absolute  cessions  for  such  purposes  have  been  made, 
the  States  who  have  made  the  same,  shall,  notwith- 
standing, be  entitled  to  exercise  and  retain  a  con- 
current jurisdiction,  so  far  as  shall  authorize  the 
service  of  process,  civil  and  criminal,  under  their 
authority,  within  the  ceded  Territory. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Coit,  Mr.  Trbdwill,  and 
Mr.  Lee,  be  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire and  report  on  the  expediency  of  continuing 
in  force,  or  repealing,  the  whole  or  part  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  en- 
couraging the  importation  of  the  same.*'  And  a 
committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  William  Smith, 
Mr.  Datton,  and  Mr.  Carnbs. 

EXPORTATION  OF  ARMS. 

A  bill  was  read  from  the  Senate,  for  repealing 
part  of  the  aet  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
arms,  and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the  same. 
The  House  resolved  into  a  Committee,  and  went 
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through  the  bill.  It  was  next  read  in  the  Boose, 
and  a  motion  was  made  for  referring  it  to  a  seled 
committee.  This  was  negatived.  The  bill 
then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  radin^ 
The  object  of  this  bill  was  to  permit  an  exporfjtiot 
of  lead.  Mr.  Fitzsimonb  said  that  there  wasgmil 
plenty  of  lead  in  the  public  stores,  ro  that  the 
casion  for  wlNch  this  part  of  the  bill  bad  bctti 
passed  was  at  an  end. 

GOODS  DESTROYED  BT  FIRE. 

The  House  next  went  into  a  Committee  on  t1 
report  of  the'  select  committee,  to  whom  wen 
ferred  the  petitions  of  sundry  personii,  praying  td 
be  relieved  from  obligations  for  the  payment  of  d«>| 
ties  on  goods  which  were  afterwards  destroyed  bf 
fire  or  other  accidents,  with  instructions  to  cos- 
sider  and  report  on  the  policy  of  remitting  datid 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  in  cases  where 
such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  be  d^l 
stroyed  by  fire  or  other  accidents. 

The  Committee,  in  their  report,  recommended 
the  following  resolution,  viz. : 

*"  lliat  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law,  anlKv> 
izing  the  Collector  of  the  District  to  remit  the  dutia 
on  ffoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  (he 
United  States,  t>n  its  being  proven  to  his  8ati^fitctlla 
that  they  had  been  destroyed  by  fire,  or  other  scnirot, 
before  they  were  landed,  or  after  tliey  were  landed,  ud 
before  any  removal  frctm  the  places  wbeiv  thfv  naf 
have  been  landed,  within  the  district  for  which  they 
were  reported  to  be  destined  by  the  entry  of  the  veffieL"* 

The  Committee  disagreed  to  this  resolottoo. 
The  Chairman  reported  progress,  and  the  Bwut 
adjourned. 

Fbidat,  January  28. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  "for 
enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating  the  same,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  too* 
nage  duties  on  certain  French  vessels,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 

that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An 

act  for  the  relief  of  Epaphras  Jones  and  others,** 

'With  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire tlie coo* 

currence  of  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  Eoose 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"Jieaolved,  Tliat  a  committee  he  appointed  to  brioi^io 
a  bill  or  bills  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  fur  et- 
tablishiiig  the  salaries  of  the  Executive  officers  of  Go- 
veniment,  with  their  Assistants  and  Clerks ;'  and '  Ao 
act  fur  allowing  compensation  to  the  memU'rs  of  (be 
Senate  and  House  uf  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  officers  of  both  Houses ;"  and  to  n- 
duce  all  such  salaries  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  stid 
Committee,  after  having  made  due  inquiry,  ought  to  be 
reduced  :" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Uoose  on  Mooday 
next 
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Mr.  I>A.irTOM,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
rit«Kl  H  bill  to  pnivide  for  cnlling  forth  the  Militia 
execute  the  hiws  of  the  Union,  supprene  insup- 
i:tic>ns,  and  repel  invasionM,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
w  in  force  for  those  purpuaea ;  which  was  read 
^ic«,  2i.iul  eommitted. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
uas»e  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 

the  ttaid  report;  and  that  it  be  recommitted  to 
r.  Sam  IT  EL  Hmith,  Mr  Deakborn,  M^.  Dayton, 
r.  Parkss,  and  Mr.  Fickers. 
Tho  HouHe  proceeded  to  conaider  the  amendment 
'oponed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
;t  for  the  relief  of  Epciphras  Joned  and  others;*' 
tid  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dkxtbb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
?ft*rred  that  part  'of  the  Message  from  the  Pre- 
[DENT  OP  THE  United  States,  of  the  eighth  instant, 
irUich  relates  to  the  Letter  from  the  Governor  of 
he  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  made  a 
eport ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoaae  on  Mon- 
Uy  next. 

The  bill  for  repealing  part  of  the  act  for  pro- 
libitin^  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
vai  read  a  third  time.  Mr.  Datton  objected,  that 
if  the  bill  was  in  itself  proper,  the  whole  of  the 
old  net  ought  on  the  same  principles  to  be  repealed. 
It  wa<^  therefore,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till 
Mond.iy. 

Mr.  Claiborne  moved  that  his  resolution,  laid 
on  the  table  some  time  ago,  relative  to  reducing  the 
Siilartes  of  certain  ofiBcers  under  Government, 
shoald  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  Monday  next  appointed 
for  that  purpose. 

FOIlTIFICATIONa 

The  House  asrain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  respecting  the  forti^cutions  of 
the  United  States. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report  above  re- 
ferred to : 

'"That  by  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  ap- 
pears that,  ID  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
tbe  fortilicatitms  of  the  different  ports  and  harbors  are 
in  onnaiderable  forwardness,  excepting  only  the  ports 
of  Boston,  and  Wilmingion  in  the  State  of  Delaware, 
suspended  for  reasons  assigned  by  the  Secretary,  in 
^U  rtipttrt. 

**  That  contracts  have  been  entered  into  for  the  ord- 
OAnce  iieceiisary,  and  nieasureti  taken  for  progrusiiing 
iu  the  fortifications  as  soon  as  tbe  seasttn  will  permit. 
**That,  from  the  nece-t^sity  of  enlarging  the  plan  of 
defence  in  some  instances,  and  the  enhanced  price  of 
labor  and  materials,  ftince  the  first  estimate  was  made, 
%i\im  not  less  than  $*2^'5,60u  will  be  necessary  to  com* 
V^^te  (he  plan  of  defence  contemplated,  admitting  the 
fortificatiund  to  be  constructed  of  timber  and  earth  ; 
and  if  executed  with  stone,  to  a  much  larger  sum. 

''The  Committee,  taking  into  view  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  subject,  and  having  received  the 
nece^iary  information  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  sub- 
mit the  following  resolutions : 
lUtolvedf  That  the  necessary  works  for  fortifying 


the  porta  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  oui^ht  to  be 
contmued,  and  oonstructed  of  the  most  durable  mate- 
rials, so  as  best  to  answer  the  purp<ises  of  defence  and 
permanency. 

**  RemUvedy  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  1500,000  (orer 
and  above  the  sums  already  appropriated)  be  appro- 
priate<i  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  that  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $100,000  per  annum  be  provided  for  tbe 
services  aforesaid. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  authorized  to  give  preference,  in  point  of  time,  to 
the  completion  of  such  of  the  said*  fortifications  as  he 
may  think  advisable." 

Mr.  Parker  moved  that  the  following  words 
should  be  struck  out  of  the  first  resolution  :  **  and 
con.Htrueted  of  the  most  durable  materials,  so  as 
best  to  answer  the  purposes  of  defence  and  per- 
manency." 

Mr.  FrrzsiMORS  was  in  favor  of  permanent  for- 
tifications ;  for  if  they  were  only  slight,  in  three  or 
four  years  they  would  be  destroyed. 

Mr.  Heath  was  for  reducing  the  number  of  for- 
tified places,  and  making  the  remainder  more  com- 
plete. He  mentioned  Alexandria^  in  Virginia,  and 
Annapolis,  in  Maryland,  as  two  of  the  places  which 
he  thou(;ht  it  unnecessary  to  f(»rtify. 

Mr.  Giles  was  averse  to  going  into  much  fur- 
ther expense.  He  hoped  that  the  clause  with  the 
principle  which  it  contained  would  bo  struck  out. 

The  clause  was  accordingly  struck  out. 

Another  amendment  was  then  proposed,  which 
likewise  gave  rise  to  a  long  conversation.  The 
sum  of  the  subject  in  dispute  was,  whether  all  the 
places  at  first  proposed  should  be  fortified,  and  in 
what  way  a  durable  fortification  ought  to  be 
made  ? 

Mr.  Goodhue  at  last  moved  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  rise,  and  the  report  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  imagined  thnt  this  would  be  a 
mere  loss  of  time.  It  would  be  doing,  as  is  too 
often  done,  getting  rid  of  the  business  for  the  mean- 
time, and  receiving  it  back  again  exactly  as  we 
gave  it. 

Mr.  Ames,  in  making  some  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject, adverted  to  the  present  state  of  Castle  Wil- 
liam, at  Boston.  It  would,  said  Mr.  A.,  be  much 
safer  to  stand  without  such  fortifications  than  with- 
in them. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  observed,  that  the  account  which 
his  colleague  had  given  was  perfectly  just.  No 
gentleman  in  that  House,  perhaps,  knew  less  than 
he  did  of  these  matters,  but  it  required  no  skill  in 
tbrtiflcntiona  to  see  that  those  referred  to  were  of 
very  little  value.  A  single  ship  of  war  c»uld  lay 
nil  our  large  trading  towns  under  contribution. 
We  are  more  prosperous  than  any  other  people. 
Surely,  then,  America  may,  like  other  nations, 
afford  to  fortify  her  harbors.  He  spoke  this  on 
account  of  the  public  at  large,  for  neither  he  nor 
his  immediate  constituents  were  in  any  danger 
from  such  a  thing.  * 

Mr.  Dearbokx  admitted  that  Castle  William  was 
capable  of  very  little  defence.  In  fact  it  was  in  a 
st'ite  of  ruin. 

Several  other  gentlemen  also  ^okc.    At  length 
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Mr.  S.  Smith  ingisted  that  the  Committee  sliould 
rise,  as  it  was  evident  that  they  coald  not  at  pre- 
sent determine  what  was  meant  by  a  durable  forti- 
ficntion.  One  gentleman  understood  one  thing,  an- 
other gentleraon  another  thing,  and  so  on.  They 
were  in  fact  not  doing  any  business. 

Mr.  Christie  concurred  in  this  remark.  The 
Committee  rose.  The  Chairman  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  but  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Nicbolab,  the  re- 
port was  referred  to  a  select  committee.  The 
House  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

Monday,  January  26. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  manufacturers  of  hemp, 
in  the  town  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was 
presented  to  the  Ijouse  and  read,  praying  that  the 
drawback  of  the  duty  imposed  by  law  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  hemp,  may  be  allowed  on  the 
exportation  of  the  same,  when  manufactured  into 
cordage  within  the  United  States. 

Orderedy  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  Heisteb; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Houi^e. 

Mr.  CoiT,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  relative  to  cessions  of  jurisdiction  in 
places  where  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  erect- 
ed and  fixed,  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys  and 
publw  piers;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  report  on  the  expediency 
of  continuing  in  force  or  repealing  the  whole  or 
part,  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  prohibiting  for  a 
limited  time  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the 
Hame,"  made  a  report ;  which  was  read :  Where- 
upon, 

Resdted,  That  it  would  be  expedient  to  repeal 
the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  sections  of  the 
said  act,  and  to  continue  the  fifth  section  in  force 
for  another  year,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  importation 
of  brass  cannon,  muskeU,  and  firelocks,  with  bay- 
onets  suited  to  the  same,  pistols,  swords,  cutlasses, 
musket  ball,  lead,  and  gunpowder;  and  for  two 
years  longer,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  importation  of 
sulphur  and  sjiltpctre. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Mr.  Dayton,  and  Mr.  Carnes,  do  pre- 
p.ire  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  memorial  of  Brothers,  Coster,  and  Company, 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  merchants,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House  and  read,  pray  lug  that  they  may  be 
permitted  to  export  to  the  West  Indies,  or  be  al- 
lowed the  drawback  of  the  duty  on  a  quantity  of 
cutlasses  which  they  imported  before  the  passing  of 
the  act  prohibitiug  the  exportation  of  arms  and  am- 
munition. 

Orderedy  .That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  committee  last  appointed,  with  instructions  to 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  GooDHUEy  from  the  oommittee  appointed 


presented  a  bill  relative  to  the  compensations  t 
certain  ofiicers  employed  in  the  collection  of  ts 
duties  of  impost  and  tonnage;    which  was 
twice  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  <  _ 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  metouml 
of  George  Latimer  and  others,  wbiuh  lay  oo  \h$ 
table:  Whereupon, 

Resohedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bns 
in  a  bill  autiiorizing  the  allowance  of  a  drawback 
the  duties  on  such  part  of  the  car^  of  the  >bi 
Enterprise,  Herbert  Jones,  commander,  as  bns ' 
imported  from  Newbern,  North  Carolina,  and 
be  exported  from  Philadelphia. 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Fitzsihoks,  Mr.  Good 
and  Mr.  Edwards,  be  appointed  a  committee,  ptu^ 
suant  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoa^ 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''As 
act  supplementary  to  the   several   actn  ifnpo<>iinfl 
duties  on  goods  wares,  and  merchandise,  imporiHi  I 
into  the  United  States,"  with  several  ameuduienN; 
to  which    they   desire  the    concurrence    of  ttiUl 
House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eoUMder  the  said  aiiiead> 
ments,  and,  the  same  being  re^id,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sherbubne,  from  the  committee  to  whoa 
was  recommitted  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled **An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act 
to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  vii:l<in 
the  Unit^  States,'  '*  made  a  report ;  which  was  rtod: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  and  report  be  cod- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  more  eflTectually  tor 
the  collection  of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  u  iiited  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  veiM^^U;**  and,  afier 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
ihat  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  several  amendments  therein; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed  aud  read  the  thini  tioie  to* 
morrow. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"  Beaolved,  That  the  State  of  Georgia  be  reimborwd 
the  amount  of  a  suit  of  the  executors  of  Kobert  Farqoa- 
har  against  the  said  State,  for  sundry  goods  sold  tuib< 
said  State,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
which  suit  was  depending  before  the»Supreme  Court  at 
the  time  of  the  settlement  of  the  aocuunta  bftveHi 
the  United  States  and  individual  States,  and  ha^  b««Q 
since  discharged  by  the  said  State  giving  its  obligatiua 
for  the  principal  sum  of  tho  said  euit :" 

Ordered,  That  the  s:iid  motion  be  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Heath,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
Inquire  and  report  what  progress  has  been  nud« 
in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  former 
Government ;  what  are  the  unpaid  l>alances  on  tbt 
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tied  a<2counU,  together  with  the  menniireA  taken 
recovering  payment  of  the  raroe;  whether  any, 
1  ^vrhat  steps  have  been  taken  to  compel  per- 
i««  to  wHom  pablic  money  was  intruflted  to  set- 
their  accounts;  and  whether  any  further  raea- 
res  are  necessary  on  that  subject ;  made  a  report ; 
lich  ^raa  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
Coxnmittee  of  the   Whole    House  on  Monday 

A  mesRage  from  the  Senate  informed  t>ie  House 
at  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled,  "  An 
t  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization, 
d  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  passed  on  that  Rub- 
:t,^^  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they 
4  re  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  • 

The  Eloiise  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ents,  and,  the  same  beinj^  read,  were  agreed  to. 
Mr.  William  Smitb,  from  the  committee  ap- 
mnted,  presented  a  bill  to  repeal  a  part,  and  to 
>ntinue  in  force  another  part,  of  the  act,  entitled 
An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exporta- 
ion  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  encouraging  the 
nportation  of  the  same;*'  which  was  read  twice 
nd  committed. 

INVALID  PENSIONS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
he  Whole  House  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
.ct  concerning  invalids. 

Mr.  Tkacy  proposed  an  amendment  which  was 
0  substance  that  every  commissioned  officer  who 
Da»  received  commutation,  and  who  has  been,  or 
shall  be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  receive  his  pension  unlesi^  he  shall  first 
have  returned  the  commutation  which  he  has  re- 
ceived, into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  the  Commit- 
tee.   The  amendment  passed  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

THOMAS  PERSON  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  McDowell  observed  that  there  was  before 
the  House  a  report  of  a  committee  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Person  and  others,  proprietors  of  lands 
in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  South  of  the 
river  Ohio.  This  report  was  taken  up  some  weeks 
ago,  but  was  then  postponed  with  an  expectation 
of  farther  information  coming  to  hand,  and  this  in- 
formation has  now  been  received.  Mr.  McD.  there- 
fore notified  the  House,  that  he  should  call  up  that 
report  to-morrow.  It  Was,  he  said,  a  subject  of 
oonsiderable  importance.  He  wished  gentlemen  to 
turn  their  attention  to  it,  for  a  decision  appeared 
necessary,  as  a  great  number  of  citizens  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  and  elsewhere,  are  waiting  with 
anxiety  for  a  determination. 

NATHANIEL  APPLETON. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Nathaniel  Appleton,  a  sufferer  by  fire.  The 
sabgtance  of  the  report  was, 

"That  the  sum  of—  dollars  be  paid  out  of  the 
Pablic  Treasury  to  Nathaniel  Appleton,  to  ro.npensate 
l^im  fur  his  losses  by  lire  durinj^  his  exertions  to  save 
public  property,  while  hia  own  was  conaomed.'* 


Mr.  Nicholas  wished  to  know  what  was  the  pub- 
lic property  saved. 

Mr.  Dexter  replied  that  Mr.  Appleton  was  a 
Commissioner  of  Loans,  and  he  had  saved  books 
and  papers  relative  to  the  Debts  of  the  United 
States.  What  would  or  might  otherwise  have  been 
saved,  there  was  nobody  who  could  tell. 

Mr.  Bloumt  objected  to  this  proposal  as  a  bad 
precedent 

Mr.  Tkact  doubted  whether  the  House  could 
properly  grant  a  general  kind  of  tfiing  like  this. 
If  it  had  been  possible  to  specify  something  worth 
ten^  or  a  hundred,  or  a  thousand  pounds  of  the  pro 
perty  of  Mr.  Appleton  consumed  by  fire,  while  he 
was  saving  the  public  property,  and  which  but  for 
that,  would  have  been  saved,  he  might  then  agree 
to  it,  but  such  a  proof  was  impossible. 

Mr.  Sedowick  was  for  agreeing  to  the  report. 

Mr.  BocDiNOT  was  against  it  The  more  the 
consequences  of  this  grant  were  contemplated,  the 
more  dangerous  they  would  appear.  If  it  had 
been  proved  that  in  the  case  of  fire,  Mr.  Appleton 
had  not  given  his  first  attention  to  the  public  pa- 
pers, the  Legislature  would,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
B.,  have  tried  some  means  to  get  him  disir.is^ed. 
Mr.  Appleton  had,  in  his  memorial,  stated,  tiat 
his  salary  was  too  small,  owing  to  the  prodigious 
advance  in  the  price  of  living.  This  was  a  quite 
distinct  thing  from  the  misfortune  by  fire.  If  the 
salary  was  too  small,  Mr.  B.  was  willing  to  make  it 
larger. 

Mr.  Christie  wondered  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachi^setts,  [Mr.  Sedgwick]  could  think 
of  proposing  such  payment.  Not  lung  ago,  it  was 
proved  that  an  officer,  (Major,  Rudolph,)  had  spent 
an  hundred  pounds  in  the  service  of  the  public, 
and  had  never  got  payment,  and  this  gentleman 
refused  to  pay  him.  But  now,  because  a  man, 
when  his  house  was  burning  had  taken  up  an  arm- 
ful of  books,  and  got  away  with  them,  you  are  to 
pay  him.  There  was  no  consistency  in  such 
things.  Mr.  C.  said  that  he  feared  the  merit  of 
the  claim  was  affected  in  this  case  by  the  quarter 
from  whence  it  came.  There  was  no  oonsistcncy 
in  such  opinions. 

On  a  division  thirteen  members  were  in  favor  of 
the  report,  which  was  thus  negatived. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned 


Tuesday,  January  27. 

An  engrossed  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,''  was  read  the  thiid 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act  con- 
cerning invalids,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  the  ascertainment  of  certain  losses  of  the 
officers  of  Government,  and  other  citizens,  by  the 
insurgents  in  the  Western  counties  of  Pcnnsyl- 
Tania,  aod  providing  some  present  relief  to  the 
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Bufferers,"  with  several  amendments;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments ;  and,  the  same  being  read,  were  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
to-morrow. 

The  Spiaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accompa- 
nying his  account  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures 
of  public  moneys,  from  the  first  day  of  July  to  the 
thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  inclusive;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMOKS,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  allowance  of  draw- 
back on  part  df  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Enterprise ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  '*An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
*An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
within  the  United  States  ;* "  and,  after  some  time 
Hpent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  iVom  the  further  consideration 
of  the  said  bill ;  and  that  it  be  again  recommitted 
to  Mr.  Sherburne,  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr.  Dearborn, 
Mr.  McDowell,  and  Mr.  Gueenui*. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  and 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  by  order 
of  the  President  or  the  United  States,  pursu- 
ant to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  twenty- 
first  instant ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
to  whom  is  committed  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  and  report  what  proceedings 
have  been  hud  under  the  act  **  for  making  further 
and  more  efiectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  and  to  report 
whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are  necessary 
to  the  several  laws  respecting  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment, and  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  on 
the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light-house  near  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Georgetown,  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  which  lay  on  the  table.  Where- 
upon, 

Eeeolted,  That  it  will  be  proper  that  a  light- 
house be  erected  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbor 
of  Georgetown,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

Ordered  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pursu- 
ant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  William 
SiirrH,  Mr.  Grove,  and  Mr.  Benton,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

REDUCTION  OF  SALARIES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  twenty, 
third  instant,  "  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
*  An  act  for  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  Execu- 
tive Officers  of  Government,  with  their  assistants 
and  derka;'  and  an  act  *  for  allowing  oompeoaa- 


tion  to  the  Members  of  the  Senate  and  Hoos^  <■ 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  to  cl 
officers  of  both  Houses;  and  to  redaoe  all  f^oc 
salaries  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  commit  tee 
after  having  made  due  inquiry,-  ought  to  be 
duced.' " 

Mr.  Claiborne  said :  A  worthy  gentleman  I 
Maryland,  the  other  day,  suggested  an  amcfiKi 
ment  to  the  proposition  now  before  yoo,  which  11 
understood  to  contemplate  the  increase  of  soc&e{ 
salaries ;  and,  if  that  gentleman  can  reconcile  it  \ 
himself  and  his  constituents,  let  him    move   a» 
carry  it,  if  he  can.    For  my  part,  I  am  pi 
with  the  proposition  as  it  is,  and  yel  it  may  ha 
great  imperfections.     It  is  very  common  for  for-i 
parents  to  be  blind  to  the  imperfections  of  their 
own  offspring ;  and,  as  this  is  a  production  of  iev 
own,  it  is  probable  that  I  may  be  under  the  same 
delusive  prejudices,  but  I  hope  that  cheerful  acqtit- 
escence  which  I  have  always  shown  to  the  majori- 
ty, has  sufficiently  evinced  that  I  am  no  bigot  t» 
my  own  opinions     I  said,  the  other  day,  that  I 
was  determined,  if  the  proposition  must  die,  it 
should  be  by  assassination  ;  but  as,  in  this  a  d^ree 
of  guilt  is  implied,  and  might  be  attended  with  se- 
rious  consequences  to  those  concerned  in  it,  I   shall 
be  satisfied  to  give  it  a  fiiir  trial,  and,  if  it  must 
die,  that  it  may  be  by  legal  and  fair  adjudication, 
or,  in  other  words,  alter  full  and  £ur  discussion  of 
its  merits. 

We  now  have  fairly  before  us  a  proposition  that 
contemplates  a  redress  of  these  grievances,  which, 
since  the  adoption  of  the  present  form  of  Govern- 
ment, have  been  a  subject  of  grievous  complaint 
and  heartburning  amongst  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted State&     Many  of  them,  and,  I  believe,  a  very 
great  majority,  conceive  that  the  exorbitant  sala- 
ries established  to  the  Legislative,  Executive,  Jq- 
diciary,  and  their  assistants,  are  not  consistent 
with,  or  can  possibly  contribute  to  the  existence 
or  well-being  of  a  Republican  Government,  which, 
in  its  nature,  holds  out  the  idea  of  equality  aod 
justice,  but  which,  in  the  present  mode  of  admi- 
nistration, cannot  fail  to  have  a  direct  oppo^te 
tendency,  inasmuch  as  the  very  profuse  salaries 
that  all  who  have  the  good  fortune  to  get  places 
under  the  pay  and  influence  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, if  they  make  a  prudent  use  of  them, 
must  ultimately  enrich  and  place  thsm  in  a  situa- 
tion so  &r  al>ove  the  vast  bulk  of  the  citizens, 
whose  industrious  fingers  are  not  permitted  a  sin- 
gle dip  into  those  very  coffers  which  have  been 
swelled  by  filching  a  little  from  that  hard-gottea 
pittance  already  far  inadequate  to  the  necessary 
but  very  ordinary  subsistence  of  their  families,  as 
at  last  to  endanger  the  very  existence  or  shadov 
of  this  glorious  and  dear-bought  Government,  that 
has  already  raised  the  drooping  and  once-dejected 
heads  of  the  poor  American  citizens,   who  non- 
glory  more  in  having  thrown  off  that  subordina- 
tion that  was  assumed  and  exeraised  over  them 
under  the  late  detestable    Monarchical    Govern- 
meut,  by  their  rulers,  or  public  officer4,  than  even 
in  their  lives  and  fortunes.    Men  begin  to  know 
the  inherent  rights  of  human  nature.    They  have 
dipped  into  aod  tasted  a  little  of  the  sweets  of  po- 
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1  re«;eneration,   and,  araongRt   all  clasBes  of 
citizens,  you  may  discover  a  zeal  that  amounts 
thusiasm,  that  lives  and  barns  and  grows  al- 
to a  prodigy.     Instances  are  not  wanting; 

0  evince  that  thousands  of  those  who  were 
fond  of  this  Government  at  its  adoption,  are 

on  all  occasions,  ready  to  step  forth  in  its 
ort,  and  the  laws  that  are  passed  consistent 
^with.  But  this  does,  by  no  means,  arj^e 
they  will  submit  for  ever  to  repeated  abuses 
ic  Government,  which  may  ultimately  tend  to 
rerthrow  ;  and  exorbitant  salaries,  with  other 
ISC  appropriations  of  the  public  money,  at  a 

when  the  nation  is  groaning  under  an 
enfH:  wcig^ht  of  foreign  and  domestic  debt, 
:h,  (calculating  upon  the  blessings  of  peace, 

of  course,  a  very  increasing  revenue,  not 
onably  to  be  calculated  on  so  long  a  time,)  it 
^H'eed  on   all  hands  will  take  a  term  not  less 

1  thirty-two  years  to  extinguish.  They  con- 
e  this  to  be  one  of  those  abuses,  and,  vested 
I  the  rights  of  freemen,  closely  interwoven 
1  the  obligations  of  good  citizens  and  lovers 
iheir  country,  have  ventured  by  divers  ways, 
suggest  their  disapprobation  thereof,  in  hope 
;  its  glaring  impropriety  would  be  taken  up 

removed,  as  far  as  the  present  situation  of  our 
nccs  and  the  public  good  will  admit  It  is 
5,  they  have  not  come  forwanl  in  the  Consti- 
onal  mode  by  petition,  &c.,  but  no  member 
this  House,  will,  I  presume,  say  that  they  have 
beard  the  loud  clamors  and  complaints  of  the 
•pie  on  this  subject.  But  perhaps  I  shall  be 
»wered  that  I  am  not  charged  with  their  peti- 
ns  to  make  the  proposition,  and  if  I  wa<s  that 
!  people  are  not  proper  judges  whether  the  sa- 
les com  planned  of  are  more  than  adequate,  and 
prove  that  some  of  them  have  not  been  so, 
hall  be  told  that  the  allowances  to  two  of  your 
^i  valuable  officers  have  been  so  inadequate  as 
drive  them  out  of  your  service.  To  this,  I  an- 
er,  that  many  other  officers,  with  as  large  fami- 
S  and  a  much  leas  salary,  have  not  abandoned 
w  service — and  why,  sir?  Permit  me  to  an- 
er^  because  they  have  probably  proportioned 
eir  style  of  living  to  their  quantum  of  salary, 
»ch  prudence  dictates,  or  custom  has  established, 
rough  all  ranks  of  your  citizens;  else  whence 
(Qes  it  that  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
im  is  not  too  much  for  the  Prbsident  of  thb 
'iTED  States  ?  Five  thousand  dollars  is  enough 
r  the  Vice  President,  two  thousand  one  hundred 
id  ninety  for  a  member  of  Congress;  and  the 
lanes  of  many  of  your  valuable  officers,  who 
^▼c  families,  and  devote  their  whole  time  to  your 
•rvice,  are  as  low  as  five  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
un^.  Here  I  shall  again  be  told  that  the  price 
f  house-rent,  and  every  other  necessary  of  life, 
u  increased,  and  may  continue  to  increase,  so 
i  to  drive  all  your  officers  out  of  your  service. 
^  this,  I  beg  leave  to  answer,  that  if  you  con- 
iivuQ  such  high  salaries,  or  increase  them,  as  in 
ome  instances  it  is  asked,  and  because  of  the  pre- 
l^nt  enhanced  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  I 
•bmk  the  evil  will  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
Qmeoae  sum  of  money  that  you  throw  into  cir- 


culation, for  a  redundancy  of  that,  or  any  thing 
else,  will  always  diminish  the  value ;  and,  if  the 
present  custom  of  disbursing  the  public  money  is 
persisted  in,  the  whole  wealth  of  the  United  States 
must  shortly  centre  in  and  about  Philadelphia ! 
But,  sir,  by  the  adoption  of  public  econora}^  we 
may  shortly  become  able  to  obviate  this  great 
evil,  and  make  our  disbursements  more  diffusive, 
by  paying  out  money  to  those  who  have  demands 
upon  3^our  justice,  distributed  over  the  United 
States,  if  any  but  those  who  reside  around  the  Seat 
of  Government  have  any  demand  upon  your  justice 
or  goodness.  I  am  apprised  that  the  proposition 
is  a  very  unpopular  one  here,  and  that  many  will 
perhaps  knit  their  brows  at  me ;  but,  sir,  when  I 
entered  into  public  life,  it  was  without  any  cring- 
ing views.  I  meant  not  to  court  smiles,  or  fear 
frowns,  and  I  had  no  doubt  but  I  should  meet  my 
share  of  both.  When  I  gain  the  former  by  proper 
conduct,  I  have  pleasure  in  it;*  when  the  lat- 
ter by  improper  conduct,  I  am  sorry  for  it  But 
it  will  be  much  to  be  lamented,  if  ever  we  see  the 
day  when  the  people  shall  be  suffered  to  complain 
from  year  to  year  of  any  grievance,  and  their  Re- 
presentatives shall  be  ashamed  or  afraid  to  make 
those  grievances  known,  or  ask  redress,  lest  they 
be  laughed  out  of  countenance,  or  lose  favor  at 
Court  But  so  hardy  am  I,  if  you  prefer  that  ex- 
pression, that,  while  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  House,  none  of  those  considerations  shall  ever 
deter  me  from  stepping  forth  in  their  behalf;  but 
be  the  result  of  this  proposition  what  it  may,  I 
now  warn  you  against  evils  that  may  come,  as 
you  have  been  heretofore  warned  of  evils  that 
have  come,  for  the  obligations  of  power  and  sub- 
mission are  reciprocal.  It  is  an  much  your  duty 
to  pass  wholesome  laws,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
people  to  obey  them.  And  now,  having  done  my 
dutv,  I  shall  take  mv  seat  content  to  abide  the  re- 
suit,  but  hope  a  committee  will  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Nicholas  declared  that  he  would  be  very 
willing  to  vote  for  the  appointment  of  such  a  com- 
mittee, if  he  could  see  any  good  purpose  to  be  de- 
rived from  it,  or  if  the  gentleman  who  laid  the 
resolution  on  the  table  could  give  him  any  informa- 
tion that  tended  to  prove  its  expediency.  For  his 
own  part,  he  had  but  a  small  family,  and  of  that 
he  had  left  one-half  behind  him  in  Virginia,  yet 
he  found  that  his  allowance  as  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  was  barely  sufficient  for  supporting 
this  half  of  his  family,  though  he  live  1  with  as 
much  economy  as  he  ever  had  done  in  his  life. 
He  was  certain  that  he  should  not  take  one  sh.l- 
ling  of  public  money  home  with  him  to  Virginia. 
He  requested  gentlemen  tc^  remember  that  it  was 
not  the  present  Congress  who  had  given  six  dol- 
lars per  day  to  themselves,  but  that  it  had  been 
fixed  by  their  predecessors,  and  fixed  at  a  time 
when  living  was  fifty  per  cent  cheaper  than  it  is 
now. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  observed,  that  he  shpuld  not  have 
troubled  the  Committee  on  this  question,  had  it 
not  been  for  several  considerations  particularly 
applicable  to  himself.  He  was  as  impartial  on 
the  present  debate  as  any  member  on  the  floor. 
Aj^  the  cloM  of  this  sdBsion  of  CoDgreas,  he 
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never  expected  to  receive  a  farthing  of  public 
money  again,  and  therefore  no  interest  of  his  own 
could  sway  his  judgment  improperly  to  object 
against  the  resolution  on  the  table.  He  had  been 
among  the  number  of  those  members  who  origi- 
nally were  for  fixing  the  compensation  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  at  a  less  sum  than  six  dollars ; 
not  because  he-  thought  it  beyond  the  amount  of 
their  expenses,  but,  from  an  idea  of  the  then  de- 
ranged state  of  the  finances,  and  that,  if  sacrifices 
were  to  be  made,  they  should  begin  with  this 
House.  He  appealed  to  his  uniform  conduct  for 
six  years  past,  to  prove  that  he  had  always  op- 
posed an  increase  of  salaries  or  other  public  ex- 
penses, when  the  interest  of  the  Union  did  not 
require  it.  He  did  not  doubt  that  the  gentleman 
who  brought'  forward  this  resolution,  thought  he 
was  doing  his  duty  in  advocating  it ;  and  Mr.  R 
thought  it  was  equally  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
to  be  convinced  that  they  were  not  wasting  their 
time  in  unnecessarily  proceeding  in  business,  with- 
out having  some  foundation  for  rational  inquiry. 
The  gentleman  had  declared  that  he  was  led  to 
bring  forward  the  resolution,  not  from  any  con- 
viction of  bis  own,  for  he  knew  not  the  officer  to 
whom  he  could  point  his  finger  and  say,  that  he 
had  a  greater  salary  than  ho  deserved,  but  it  was 
from  the  voice  of  the  people,  who  were  discon- 
tented and  clamorous  on  the  subject  of  large  sala- 
ries, and  particularly  the  compensation  to  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  Mr.  B.  said,  for  his  own  part, 
he  did  not  believe  these  objections  arose  from  the 
voice  of  the  people.  Had  the  gentleman  offered 
any  evidence  of  this  to  the  Committee?  That 
he  believed  it  himself,  Mr.  B.  did  not  doubt ;  but 
this  ought  not  to  bo  sufficient  evidence  to  the  Com- 
mittee. There  was  none  on  the  table.  Not  a 
single  petition  had  come  forward  to  the  House  on 
this  subject  There  was  nothing  in  the  complex- 
ion of  our  Government  that  prevented  the  appli- 
cation of  the  people  to  their  Representatives,  if 
they  were  dissatisfied.  They  had  frequently  re- 
chosen  the  same  members  who  voted  for  this 
compensation.  From  whence,  then,  arose  the 
evidence  of  the  public  voice  being  clamorous 
against  the  compensation  of  the  members  of  Con- 
gress? 

Mr.  R  did  not  doubt  but  there  were  uninformed 
individuals,  who  might  object  to  six  dollars  per 
day ;  but  he  was  confident  that  the  well-informed 
among  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stotes,  and  those 
who  reflected  on  the  subject,  would  think  (at  the 
present  day  at  least)  it  was  not  more  than  would 
barely  pay  the  reasonable  expenses  of  gentlemen 
who  attended  to  their  duty  here  in  a  proper  man- 
ner. Almost  ev^ry  article  of  consumption  was 
from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent  higher  now  than 
it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  Qovernment 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  SUtes  as  the  act 
of  the  people  and  the  public  voice  contemplated  a 
compensation  to  the  members  of  Congress.  Did 
not  this  mean  something  more  than  the  bare  dis- 
charge of  their  expenses?  Yet  Congress  had  not 
gone  beyond  it 

When  Congress  sat  at  New  York,  Mr.  B.  said 
that  he  was  in  a  situation  more  favorable  in  point 


of  expense  than  any  gentleman  on  the  floor,  vbe 
did  not  reside  in  that  city.  He  boarded  vitii 
a  near  relation,  and  was  in  a  manner  in  his  ovn 
family ;  and,  although  he  paid  the  usaal  price  of 
boarding  as  at  other  places,  yet  there  wen  a  ihtn- 
sand  nameless  small  articles  which  saved  hiia 
many  advances.  He  was  within  sixteen  mile!?  <if 
his  own  family,  from  whence  he  received  m^ny 
things  that  prevented  his  laying  out  money.  Dar^ 
ing  three  sessions  he  kept  an  exact  and  faithfed 
account  of  his  expenditures ;  and,  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  the  balance  was  but  43s.  4d. ;  but  on  whrcli 
side  of  the  question  his  memory  did  not  allow  him 
to  say.  At  present,  he  was  also  under  Terr  peca- 
liar  advantages,  yet  he  was  confident  that,  at  tSe 
end  of  the  session,  he  should  not  have  any  balance 
in  his  favor,  from  his  compensation  as  a  member. 
Mr.  B.  appealed  to  every  gentleman's  own  knov. 
ledge,  and  particularly  to  the  gentleman  who  made 
the  motion,  if  he  thought  that  what  he  received 
would  more  than  pay  his  expenses. 

Gentlemen  were  often  crying  oat  again^  aa 
Aristocracy  in  this  country ;  yet  measures  of  this 
kind  tended  to  establish  one,  by  reducing  the  com- 
pensation of  members,  so  that  no  citizen  but  tba 
rich  and  affluent  could  attend  as  a  Representa- 
tive in  Congress.  This  certainly  was  the  mast 
effectual  way  of  bringing  about  a  dangerous  Aris- 
tocracy in  the  United  States.  Should  not  roea 
of  abilities,  though  in  the  middle  walks  of  life,  be 
encouraged  to  come  forward  and  yield  their  ise^ 
vices  to  their  country,  without  being  dependent 
on  any  person  or  sat  of  men  whatever?  Is  it  not 
sufficient  that  their  time  and  talents  are  given  to 
the  public?    Must  they  pay  their  expenses  too? 

Mr.  B.  was  aware  that  the  resolution  proposed 
related  to  the  officers  of  Government  as  well  as 
members  of  Congress,  but  he  had  confined  his  re- 
marks to  the  last,  as  the  part  of  the  subject  he  waa 
best  acquainted  with.  He  begged  gentlemen  to 
look  around  and  point  out  the  public  officer  who 
received  more  than  a  reasonable  reward  for  his 
services.  Professional  men  of  the  first  abilitifs 
were  absohitely  necessary  to  carry  on  the  pablie 
business ;  and  could  any  one,  fit  for  his  office,  bd 
shown  who  could  not  do  full  as  well,  if  not  moch 
better,  in  the  exercise  of  his  profession  in  prirste 
life,  than  he  did  in  the  public  service,  if  pecnni- 
ary  matters  were  his  only  object?  In  short,  (tfr. 
B.  said.)  this  House  was  placed  between  ScviU 
and  Charybdis.  The  public  officers  were  com- 
plaining, and  even  resigning,  for  want  of  sufficient 
compensation  for  their  services ;  on  the  other  hand, 
an  attempt  was  now  made  to  reduce  their  salaries 
still  lower,  on  the  supposed  clamors  of  the  pe(*ple. 
Mr.  B.  did  not  believe  they  could  be  denominated 
those  of  the  people ;  neither  did  he  see  any  evi- 
dence of  the  f}ict  He  did  not  consider  the  com- 
plaints of  a  few  individuals  as  the  public  voice. 
Ought  not  the  gentlemen  to  come  forward  with 
some  kind  of  calculations  or  estimates  to  have 
shown  that  certain  salaries  were  too  high,  or  more 
than  the  services  performed  were  entitled  iol 
This  had  not  been  done ;  but  the  Committee  were 
ui^ed,  at  this  important  moment^  to  proceed  to  an 
inquiry,  which  every  gentleman  on  the  floor  al- 
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idy  knevir  ns  well  as  he  could  do  by  the  most  la- 
ml  investigation.  He  therefore  concluded  that, 
a<;rec  to  the  resolution,  would  be  a  waste  of  the 
ort  time  that  yet  remained  of  the  seHsion,  and 
I  iinvrise  measure.  Mr.  B.  would  have  content- 
biiust'lf  with  joining  the  Committee  in  a  silent 
te  on  this  subject,  but  he  thought  the  observa- 
fti%  made  in  support  of  the  measure  ought  to  re* 
ire  some  answer,  if  not  to  oon?ince  the  Com- 
ittee,  yet  to  satisfy  their  constituents  that  there 
uld  exist  no  necessity  for  a  present  inquiry  of 
is  nature. 

Mr.  Claibobnk  begged  leave  to  remind  the 
ou^e  that  he  had  never  asserted  the  salaries  were 

0  high.  His  motion  went  only  to  appointing  a 
inmittee  for  an  inquiry  whether  the  salaries 
ere  so  or  not 

Mr.  \V.  ^MiTH  said,  that  the  resolution  was.  in 
\  priscnt  shape,  so  extremely  vngue,  that  one  did 
4  know  how  to  give  it  a  definition  or  a  vote. 
iffjrcnt  objects  were  lumped   together.     If,  by 

1  inquiry,  the  gentleman  meant  to  examine  into 
t  wages  of  members  of  this  House,  it  was  quite 
«dless  to  appoint  a  committee,  because  every 
ember  can  at  this  moment  speak  for  himself, 
it  Mr.  S.  did  not  consider  the  present  time  as 
le  most  proper  for  beginning  to  reduce  salaries, 
hen,  within  the  last  twelve  month.^  there  had 
len  three  resignations,  viz :  the  Secretary  of  State, 
t  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
reasiiry,  and  all  chiefly  for  one  rea.«&on,  the  small- 
»!<  of  the  salary.  I  have  no  doubt  (said  Mr.  S.) 
\  there  being  complaints,  and,  if  the  salary  was 
iluced  to  three  dollars  per  day,  there  would  be 
1.1  complaints,  as  we  see  in  the  case  with  the 
Kfiobers  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
\\y  wished  that  the  Committee  would  rise,  and 
t  should  then  vote  in  the  House  that  they  might 
i>t  liave  leare  to  sit  again.  The  mover  of  this 
!solution  had  mentioned  the  danger  of  meeting 
ith  reproaches  from  the  people,  who  thought 
icir  salaries  too  high.  Mr.  S.  saw  very  little  in 
lis  matter,  because  the  people  who  railed  at  the 
^ry  of  six  dollars  per  day,  were  only  anxious 
>  get  in  themselves,  and  embraced  this  topic  as  an 
(pedient  of  ousting  those  members  whom  they 
wted  to  succeed. 

Mr.  GooDHUB  wished  to  ask  Mr.  Claiborne 
ne  qaestion,  "  Whether  he  found  himself  grow- 
ig  rich  ?" 

Mr.  Sedgwick  saw  no  occasion  for  rising  be- 
iQse  the  Committee  were  perfectly  competent  at 
lU  moment  to  dt^ermine  the  question. 
Mr.  RuTHEBFORD  WBS  for  reducing  the  salaries 
7  one  dollar  per  day,  and  one  dollar  every  twenty- 
re  miles  that  the  members  had  to  travel.  This 
rould  be  a  reduction  of  one  hundred  dollars  per 
ay,  which  would  be  much  better  bestowed  upon 
3c  innocent  widow  of  the  veteran  who  had  £illen 
» the  service  of  hia  country. 
Mr.  Page  said,  that  he  did  not  think  the  resolu- 
ion  as  it  was  worded,  was  a  proper  subject  for 
i9cu.^sion  in  that  place ;  for  the  House,  and  not  a 
ommittee,  could  properly  resolve  that  committees 
hould  be  appointed.  However,  as  the  resolution 
>ad  been  submitted  by  the  House  to  the  consider- 


ation  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  must  be 
examined ;  but,  as  to  the  object  of  it,  that  he 
thought  was  more  properly  before  the  Committee, 
as  proposed  by  the  resolution ;  for,  as  I  have  re- 
marked on  other  occasions,  if,  instead  of  discussing 
a  question  fully,  and  collecting  the  sense  of  all  the 
members  in  a  Committee  of  tho  Whole,  it  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  one  member  from  each 
State,  that  committee  might  be  unanimous  in  fa- 
vor of  a  resolution,  against  which,  eighteen  mem- 
bers from  Virginia,  and  a  proportionate  number 
from  other  States,  might  vote ;  or,  by  the  weight 
of  that  committee,  the  resolution  might  be  carried, 
which  could  not  have  passed  had  it  been  fully  and 
freely  discussed  in  the  House.  Here,  then,  my 
coUeague^s  question  should  be  examined,  as  I  can- 
not say  (as  has  been-  said  by  one  of  them)  that  I 
had  no  hand  in  fixing  the  salaries  and  pay  of  the 
officers  of  Government  and  members  of  Congress, 
having  actually  voted  at  New  York  for  them  as 
they  now  stand.  I  think  I  may  with  propriety, 
give  my  opinion  respecting  it  And  I  am  clearly 
of  opinion,  sir,  that  the  question  arises  from  a  mis- 
apprehension of  the  subject  to  which  it  is  applied  ; 
for  there  cannot  be  a  greater  mistake  than  to  sup- 
pose that  parsimony  in  a  Republic  is  necessary  to 
its  support  A  certain  degree  of  economy  is  so ; 
but  parsimony,  applied  to  the  salaries  of  public 
officers,  and  the  Representatives  in  paKicular,  may 
be  ruinous  to  the  interests  of  a  Republic.  Should 
the  salaries  be  so  low  that  men  of  small  fortunes 
cannot  afford  to  serve  their  country,  it  must  be 
deprived  of  their  assistance,  and  we  must  accept 
of  tne  services  of  the  rich,  who,  to  have  their  wills, 
though  low,  will  .serve  even  without  pay ;  or,  the 
StMe  will  be  served  by  artful  demagogues,  by 
ready,  designing  men,  who  may,  in  pursuit  of  pro- 
fit as  well  as  popularity,  cut  out  places  for  them- 
selves and  friends,  producing  at  length  confunion 
and  anarchy,  or,  at  least,  such  a  bungling  system 
of  legislation  as  will  cost  more  time  and  money 
to  rectify  their  blunders  than  the  most  extrava- 
gant salaries  could  amount  to.  What  true  Re- 
publican could  wish  to  exclude  from  a  seat  in 
Congress  a  physician,  lawyer,  merchant,  farmer, 
or  any  other  person  possessed  of  such  well-known 
abilities  and  virtues  as  to  attract  the  attention  and 
respect  of  a  district  which  might  wish  to  intrust 
its  interests  to  him  as  a  Representative  ?  Or,  im- 
ther,  who  ought  not  to  desire  that,  as  all  offices 
are  open  to  all,  that  the  son  of  the  poorest  citizen 
might  be  enabled,  if  qualified,  to  fill  a  sent  here 
or  elsewhere,  to  do  it  without  sacrificing  his  pri- 
vate interest  f  Is  it  rea.sonable  to  expect  that  men 
should  sacrifice  domestic  ease  and  the  interests  of 
their  families  to  serve  their  country?  It  is  not 
just  to  require  it  Human  nature,  except  on  great 
and  trying  occasions,  cannot  obey  such  a  requisi- 
tion. 'My  colleague  says  that  he  is  not  a  man  of 
fortune;  but,  has  he  not  a  profession  by  which  he 
can  make  more  than  by  his  attendance  on  this 
House  ?  If  not,  he  has  not  a  right  to  require  such 
a  sacrifice  of  any  other  pei-8on*s  time  and  talents. 
'The  Constitution,  far  from  requiring  any  thing 
like  it,  demands  that  compensation  shall  be  made 
for  all  services ;  and  who  will  desire  less  for  ser- 
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▼ices  than  a  mere  subsistence  for  a  person  whilst 
actually  employed  in  such  senrice?  I  am  sure 
that  less  than  the  present  pay  of  members  of  Con- 
gress would  not,  in  their  present  situation,  be  a 
subsistence.  I  recollect  that,  when  the  House  of 
Representatives  were  debating,  in  the  first  session, 
at  New  York,  whether  their  daily  pay  should  be 
four,  five,  or  six  dollars,  I  affirmed  that  the  expen- 
ses of  the  members  where  I  boarded  required  that 
it  should  be  six,  that  the  State  of  Virginia  having 
once  allowed  her  Delegates  to  Congress  eight  dol- 
lars, and  never  less  than  six,  when  she  bore  the 
whole  expense,  could  not  object  to  her  Represent- 
atives receiving  that  sum,  when  divided,  as  it  was, 
amongst  the  States,  and  spread  out  over  the  vari- 
ous duties  and  taxes  of  the  United  States.  I  ask- 
ed those,  as  I  might  ask  my  colleague  now,  who 
of  our  constituents  could  calculate  what  he  would 
save  by  any  proposed  reduction  of  our  pay?  I 
have  long  suspected,  sir,  that  Republics  have  lost 
more  by  parsimony  than  they  were  aware  of,  and 
that  a  misapprehension  of  some  practices  in  an- 
cient Republics  has  been  artfully  kept  up,  so  as 
to  favor  Aristocracy  and  Monarchy.  The  British 
Parliament  has  now  no  pay ;  but  have  they  been 
as  independent  as  their  countrymen  wished  them 
under  the  British  Government  ? 

The  Upper  House  of  the  Legislature,  which 
was  also  the  Supreme  Court  and  Privy  Council, 
had  a  moderate  salary,  and  would  never  consent 
to  have  it  raised,  that  it  might  be  no  object  to 
nK.*n  of  small  fortunes.  But  we  are  told  that 
there  is  discontent  amongst  some  of  our  constitu- 
ents respecting  the  high  salaries  of  certain  officers 
of  Government,  as  well  as  of  the  members  of 
Congress.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  it ;  but  I  hope  that 
when  they  reconsider  the  subject  of  their  com- 
plaint, they  will  find  that  it  was  founded  on  mis- 
taken ideas  of  what  is  the  real  interest  of  a  Gov- 
ernment like  this.  I  believe  such  a  dissatisfac- 
tion is  subsiding.  I  know  that  I  was  informed 
that  some  of  my  constituents  had  objected  to  my 
re-election  on  account  of  my  votes  at  New  York 
for  high  salaries ;  but  I  was  re-elected  by  a  great 
majority  of  votes  in  a  district  of  ten  counties,  and 
have  been  again  elected  by  a  district  composed  of 
six  other  counties— that  county  in  which  I  was 
born,  and  have  always  resided,  being  the  only  one 
which  made  a  part  of  the  former  district  of  ten — 
and  yet  I  have  heard  no  complaints  respecting 
our  six  dollars :  on  the  contrary,  I  have  been  often 
told  they  were  a  moderate  compensation.  Had 
my  constituents  furnished  me  with  instructions  to 
vote  for  a  reduction  of  it,  I  should  have  obeyed 
them.  Had  they  sent  by  me  remonstrances,  such 
as  my  colleague  says  may  be  heaped  upon  your 
table,  I  should  have  laid  them  there ;  but  I  should 
never  again  a.sk  them  for  a  seat  in  the  House.  I 
should  wish  to  retire. 

In  reply  to  the  member  who  had  objected  to 
the  pay  of  the  Spbaker,  and  the  difference  be- 
tween the  pay  of  members  of  the  two  Houses, 
Mr.  P.  said,  that  whoever  would  consider  the  duty 
of  the  Spkakbr;  his  long  confinement  to  the 
Chair ;  his  painful  attention  to  every  word  spoken 
in  the  House,  and  his  responsibility  for  the  cor- 


rectness of  the  Journals— an  examination  of  wli 
must  take  up  much  of  his  time^ — would  sorely 
think  his  pay  too  great  As  to  the  difference 
tween  the  pay  of  a  Senator  and  Represent 
he  had  voted  for  it,  from  a  belief  that  a  Svn^ 
having  more  services  to  perfonn  than  a  ICe| 
sentative,  had  a  right  to  more  pay.  The  S<;ti 
not  only  have  to  originate  bills  as  this  House  I 
and  to  revise  and  amend  bills  sent  from  bel 
and  often  to  correct  the  careless  errors  ihev  t 
tain,  but  to  make  themselves  acquainted  t 
the  Law  of  Nations,  and  to  be  prepared  to  jo 
of  Treaties ;  and  also  of  offences  brought  bd 
them  by  impeachments.  When  the  Sentl 
may  have  gone  through  the  labors  of  a  long  i 
sion,  and  the  Representatives  are  retumini^  hoi 
they  may  be  called  upon  to  consider  certain  iw 
nations  to  offices,  or  certain  Treaties ;  aod 
another  time  to  try  certain  impeachments.  | 
sides  all  this,  the  age  of  a  Senator  must  be  i^ 
by  the  Constitution,  that  it  is  probable  that 
family  is  larger,  and  his  pursuits  in  life  mi 
fixed  and  profiUble  than  those  of  a  Represen 
tive,  who  may  be  elected  when  only  tirenlyft 
and  'therefore  his  services  mast  require  hid 
compensation.  As  to  the  Pkbsidbxt  and  Vi 
Prcsiobnt  8  salaries,  I  voted  for  a  larger  &i 
than  was  allowed  to  either,  and  thought  that  I 
disproportion  between  them  was  too  great  H 
respect  to  the  judges,  I  still  think  their  »]v 
too  small,  and  so  should  every  one  think  «rho  « 
consider  the  vast  importance  of  their  office ;  t 
labor  of  both  mind  and  body  which  it  require 
the  laborious  course  of  study  through  w^jk'Ii 
man  must  have  gone  to  be  qualified  for  it,  and  t 
lucrative  employment  such  an  one  roust  hii 
given  up  to  undertake  it  In  short,  I  do  not  | 
collect  a  salary  which  I  think  too  high.  And 
must  repeat  it,  that  I  do  not  think  that  lar^  «! 
ries  in  a  Republic  can  injure  it ;  but  tl»t  smfl 
inadequate  salaries  may  overturn  a  Republic. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  question  has  been  bn^ad 
before  ns  respecting  our  own  pay  this  scn^j 
because  the  elections  in  Virginia  are  notof  r; 
would  become  us  much  better  another  ses^on, 
re-elected,  to  reduce  it,  than  to  do  so  when  i 
may  be  left  out.  Besides,  if  I  vote  for  %  redu 
tion,  1  may  be  suspected  of  courting  popul  nij 
and,  if  against  it,  of  despising  the  opinions  of  a 
constituents,  if  they  have  adopted  tha^  ^'^'^ 
some  members  tell  us  prevail  amongst  their  o>i 
stituents.  I  do  not  like  to  be  in  such  a  ditemin 
nor  to  have  my  independence  unneccssarilr  tn« 
I  wish,  as  the  question  is  before  us,  that  it  nw 
be  fully  debated  here,  and  even  referred  to  U 
further  consideration  of  a  select  commitiec;  h 
cause  I  think  the  opinions  even  of  a  single  /oi^b 
her  and  his  district  should  be  treated  with  resp«d 
and  that  when  they  have  been  fiiiriy  proved  to  i 
founded  in  error,  there"  will  be  an  end  of  coo 
plaints,  and  an  acquiescence  in  the  decisioa  < 
this  House.  . 

Mr.  GiLLispii  proposed  an  amendment  » 
scope  of  which  was,  that  a  committee  should  ■ 
appointed  to  examine  and  report  whether  if 
and  what  alterations  were  neceasaiy  in  the  k 
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in^  salnrteA  Ui  the  ofiieeni  under  Govern- 
nt  He  suggested  this  amendment  from  no 
ttive  whatever  but  what  was  fair.  There  had 
in,  and  there  still  was,  a  degree  of  clamor  upon 
!  ffobjfHst,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  pay 
em  ion  to  the  voice  of  the  public,  whether  right 
wrong.  If,  upon  investigation,  ik  should  appear 
it  the  salaries  were  not  higher  than  they  ought 
be,  then  the  report  of  the  Committee  would  be 
i  best  method  for  stopping  the  public  clamor. 
Mr.  Claiborub  hoped  that  the  Uororoittee  would 
t  ri^,  but  decide  the  point.  He  trusted  that  no 
ntleman  would  again  point  at  him,  and  say  that 
i  motion  canae  out  of  his  brain.  There  was  not 
e  officer  under  Government  whom  he  would  point 
t  and  say,  that  such  an  officer  had  too  high  a 
bry.  He  had  expectations  that,  this  discussion, 
bringing  forward  the  observations  of  several 
fitlemen,  would  in  some  degree  satisfy  the  people, 
d  that  there  would  be  no  more  pointingr  out  with 
Inger  and  saying,  ^^TA^r^  ffoea  a  iix  doUdn-^hdaff 


tn. 


Another  member  observed,  that  it  was  the  duty 
'  the  House  to  attend  to  the  voice  of  their  eon- 
ituents,  and  for  this  reason,  he  should  vote  for  a 
ftmoiitlee.  He  would  mention  what  he  had 
aray.4  connidered  as  a  roost  odious  distinction, 
e  mlditional  dollar  per  day,  which  is  to  be  paid 
•  the  Senate  from  and  after  the  4th  of  March 
»t.  [The  reader  will  observe,  that  by  the  act, 
embers  of  the  Senate  were  to  have  seven  dol- 
n  per  day,  but  the  additional  dollar  was  not  to 
unmence  till  the  lapse  of  six  years,  when  all 
«  Senators  of  the  first  Congress  had  gone  ouL] 
here  was  another  thing  for  which  he  never 
raid  see  any  reason,  and  that  was  the  giving  ot 
reive  dollars  per  day  to  the  Speaker. 
Mr.  Giles  waa  perfectly  convinced  that  the 
Wance  to  the  members  is  small  enough  aU 
«dy.  The  Having  of  a  dollar  per  day  suggested 
r  Mr.  RuTHERFORt»,  woald  be  but  little,  and  it 
"as  beginning  at  the  worst  of  resourees.  The 
ly  ought  to  be  such  as  would  bring  persons  of 
liiidling  circumstances  into  the  House;  persons 
riiher  too  high  in  life  nor  too  low.  If  the  pay 
ttA  greatly  reduced,  none  but  very  rich  people 
lold  afford  to  give  their  attendance,  and  if  too 
igh,  a  seat  in  the  House  might  be  an  object  to 
arsons  of  an  opposite  description.  Formerly  the 
tate  »r  Virginia  allowed  eight  dollars  per  day  to 
^  members  of  its  Legishiture.  This  sum  had 
ince  been  reduced  to  six  dollars.  Mr.  G.  men- 
oned  this  to  show  that  in  the  practice  of  individual 
Utea,  there  might  be  found  a  precedent  for  the  al- 
iw.ince  to  members  of  Congress.  He  was  for 
oting  directly.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  there  was  a 
Mntry  from  which  America  had  copied  a  great  deal, 
ltd  very  often  too  much ;  a  country  which  still  had 
viTv  pernicious  influence  in  the  United  States. 
rii(5  inenobers  of  the  British  House  of  Commons 
«:«'ived  no  wages,  while  the  officers  of  State  had 
nnvense  sii lanes.  It  was,  however,  understood, 
l^t  the  firitinh  Hou.se  of  Commons  were  very  well 
kiid  for  the  trouble  of  their  attendance.  Mr.  G. 
lid  not  wish  to  see  scenes  of  that  kind  in  this 
Jonntry. 


Mr.  HiLLHousE  hoped  that  the  House  would 
have  done  with  this  thing  immediately,  as  it  had  now 
answered  all  the  purposes  expected  from  it,  and  he 
trusted  that  all  motions  of  that  sort  which  had  an 
eye  to  certain  operations  out  of  the  House,  would 
meet  with  the  same  fate. 

The  motion  woe  negatived  by  a  very  great  ma- 
jority. 

[Before  the  adjournment,  the  Speaker  sug- 
gested to  the  House  a  considerable  inconvenience, 
occasioned  by  gentlemen  being  introduced,  and 
occupying  such  parts  of  the  House  without  the 
bar  as  were  particularly  allotted* for  the  use  of  the 
House,  and  of  whbh  several  members  complained. 
There  was  often  bo  great  a  crowd  that  members 
could  seance  walk  round  when  they  had  papers  to 
present  to  the  Chair.  The  passage  was  often  ob- 
structed when  messages  were  to  be  delivered,  and 
frequently  there  was  no  room  left  for  the  mem- 
bers when  they  wished  to  confer  privately  with 
each  other.  As  he  did  not  conceive  himself  au- 
thorized to  give  special  directions  without  orders 
from  the  House,  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  sug- 
gest to  the  members  of  the  House,  when  intro- 
ducing their  friends,  the  propriety  of  placing 
them  under  the  galleries  to  the  left  of  the  Chair, 
and  reserving  the  space  to  the  right  of  the  Chair 
for  the  members  of  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  diplomatic  gentlemen,  judges,  and  other 
officers  of  Government;  which  was  generally  ac- 
quiesced in.] 


Wednesday,  January  28. 

A  petition  of  sundry  iron  masters,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  the  House  and^  read, 
praying  that  an  additional  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
nil  iron  imported  from  foreign  countries;  or  that 
such  other  encouragement  may  be  given  to  the 
manufacturing  the  said  article  within  the  United 
Slates,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shull  seem 
meet.    Laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  repeal  a  part,  and 
to  continue  in  force  another  part,  of  the  act>  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  ex* 
portation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  encouraging 
the  importation  of  tho  same;**  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  repor- 
ted the  bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  eighth  instant,  which  relates  to  the  Letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to, 
viz :  • 

Beeohed^  That  an  appellate  jurisdiction  of  all 
causes  whereof  one  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Jndkial 
Court  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river 
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Ohio,  now  has  jurisdiction,  ought  to  be  given  to 
the  two  Judges  of  the  same  Court,  who  mny  not 
have  adjudirated  on  the  first  trial,  and  the  Governor 
of  the  Territory ;  any  two  of  whom  to  form  a  Court 
for  that  purpose :  and  also,  that,  in  causes  of  greater 
amount  than  five  hundred  dollars,  an  appeal  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  the 
United  States. 

Orderedy  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  reMolation,  and  that  Mr.  Dexter, 
Mr.  Hartley,  and  Mr.  Harbison,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  re-committed  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  re^pec'tlng  the 
fortifications  of  the  United  States,  made  a  re- 
port ;  wliich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  od  the 
table. 

THOMAS  PERSON  AND  OTHERS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
on  the  MesHage  of  the  President,  with  a  Letter 
from  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  enclosing  the 
memorial  of  Thomas  Hereon,  and  others,  proprietors 
of  land  Southwest  of  the  Ohio. 

This  report  produced  a  long  debate.  It  was 
contended  that  the  Government  of  tlie  United 
Suites  ought  to  indemnify  the  purchasers  of  certiiin 
lands  in  North  Carolina,  who  had  purchased  them, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  State,  from  the  Indians. 
The  Government  had  given  up  the  land  to  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  that  the  right  of  the  Go- 
vertnnent  for  what  they  had  done,  might  justly  be 
called  in  question.  He  called  upon  the  Legi^la- 
ture,in  behalf  of  the  people,  either  to  give  them 
sure  possessitm  of  their  lands  or  to  give  them  some 
equivalent  He  asked  this  as  a  matter  of  right, 
and  not  as  a  favor.  Mr.  McD.  never  had  been, 
nor  was  now,  a  shilling  interested  in  the  concern, 
but  knowing,  as  he  did,  that  a  very  (rreat  number  of 
citizens  were  injured  by  thin  act  of  Government,  he 
thought  that  it  was  just  and  right  to  compensate 
them  in  some  way,  or  at  least  such  of  them  as  are 
willing  to  relinquish  their  claims.  There  were 
many  in  easy  ciroumstances,  no  doubt,  who  would 
not  be  willing  to  give  up  their  claims ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  many  by  their  situation  would  bo 
obliged  to  do  it 

Several  other  gentlemen  spoke,  at  length. 
^  Mr.  Gillespie  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
rise,  and  the  Chairman  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Srdowick  was  for  the  vote  being  taken 
immediately. 

Mr.  Macon  said  that  he  bad  not  before  seen 
such  conduct  It  was  plainly  saying  that  we  make 
no  answer  to  your  argumentM,  but  call  for  theques- 
tlon,  and  outvote  you.  It  was  not  consulting  the 
dignity  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Sboowick  did  not  know  which  way  the 
votes  would  go,  as  he  had  not  spoken  to  any  gen- 
tleman upon  the  subject  This  question  had  Wn 
very  fully  discussed,  and  listen^  to  with  great 
patience  by  the  members. 

At  Uuii  the  Committee  rose;  the  Chairman  re- 


ported progress,  and    leave   was    gnuited  to 
again. 


Thursday,  January  29. 

Aaroh  Kitcbbll,  returned  to  serve  in  tl 
House,  as  a  member  for  the  State  of  New  JeN 
in  the  room  of  Abraham  Clark,  deceased,  appe^in 
produced  his  credentials,  and  took  hin  sent  in  t 
House ;  the  oath  to  support  the  Consiitationftf  i 
United  Stites  being  first  administered  to  bb, 
Mr.  Speaker,  according  to  law. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  repeal  a  part,  and  to  ti 
tinue  in  force  another  part,  of  the  act,  entiill 
**  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  tioie,  the  exfH 
tation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  enconra^nJ 
the  importation  of  the  same,"  was  read  the  ii«i 
time  and  passed. 

A  representation  of  the  Leginlatore  of  Soil 
Carolina  was  laid  before  the  House  nnd  rei 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  an  amendment  to  tt 
Miiitb  laws  of  the  United  States  relative  to  tl 
rank  of  oflScers  in  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  a«  ri 
as  of  those  in  the  lines  of  the  different  Suies  ?ro 
rally.  I 

Ordered^  That  the  said  representation  be  li 
ferred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  m{ 
bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  res|)ecting  the  orgnniz;^ 
arming,  and  disciplining  the  Militia  of  tlie  luit^ 
Suites. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  s] 
pointed,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  ertictia 
of  a  light-house  near  the  entrance  of  Gi^rvetoiM 
harbor,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina :  which  m 
read  twice  and  committed.  I 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  i 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  meiN 
rial  of  Joze  Roiz  Silva,  which  laj  upon  the  txble 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Collector  of  the  Di<itrict  i 
New  York  be  authorized  to  receive  the  inroice  as 
other  proofs  of  Joze  Roiz  Sllva,  respecting  the  cir 
goes  of  wines  mentioned  in  his  memorial,  nnd  if  h 
shall  be  stitisfied  that  the  same,  or  any  pnrt  thereol 
was  subject  to  a  leas  duty  than  that  chiii^t!d  sn 
paid,  tiien  to  refund  to  the  said  Joze  R<>iz  Silr 
such  sum,  if  any,  as  shall  appear  to  be  overcharge 
on  the  said  catgii. 

Ordered^  Tli.il  a  bill  or  bills  be  brousfht  in.  pir 
suant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Wim 
Mr.  Coffin,  and  Mr.  Malbore,  do  preptre  ao< 
bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  whom  v« 
recommitted  the  report  of  the  committee  appointee 
t<o  report  what  further  proviKiona  are  nece^iary  f« 
the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws,  u)i(i«i 
report;  which  was  read,  and  orHpred  to  be  cua 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Uoase  oi 
Monday  next 

THOMAS  PERSON  AND  OTHEKa 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Conn* 
tee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Ghflir,  to  t^ 
sume  the  consideration  of  the  claims  of  Thorns 
Person  and  others,  to  certain  lands  lying  on  tb^ 
frontier  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  ce<M 
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the  Comujkwioners  of  the  United  States  to  the 
dians. 

Mr.  Gillespie  took  np  the  subject  in  the  same 
itfe  in  which  it  stood  before  he  spoke  the  pre- 
dinv  dny.     He  said,  let  as  examine  the  condact 

other  States^  Diil  not  New  York  dispose  of 
nds  within  her  chartered  limits,  and  from  the 
leH  become  wealthy,  as  she  has  large  sums  in 
e  foods  ?  The  Stite  of  Virginia  took  advantage 
'  the  porchase  of  Henderson  and  Com  puny,  fur 
it  pan  now  ealled  Kentucky,  although'  they 
)w  exclaim  that  the  purchase  was  unlawful; 
i,  unlawful  as  it  was,  it  has  extinguished  the 
dian  title  to  those  lands.  Now,  if  the  purchase 
^  Henderson  and  Company  had  this  effect  on  the 
artheast  side  of  Walker's  line,  which  divides 
entueky  from  the  Southwest  Territorr,  is  it  not 
9t  that  it  should  have  the  same  effect  on  the 
»Dthwest  side,  when  made  by  the  same  persons, 
I  the  self-same  day?  And  snrely  the  righU  of 
<irth  Carulina  must  be  at  least  equal  to  that  of 
jjntucky,  in  everything  except  that  of  power, 
at  hi  Congreas  going  to  legislate  by  strength  of 
in  ?  I  hope  not.  It  has  been  admitted,  by  some 
h'.i  have  spoken  on  the  subject,  that  the  citizens 
r  Nurth  Carolina  have  a  right  of  redress  by  law, 
id  by  others,  against  her  own  Legislature.  To 
(6  firnt  of  these,  I  ask,  against  whom  is  the  suit 
)  cooimence  ?  Are  our  citixens,  thus  bereft  of 
Hfir  property,  to  be  compelled  to  litigate  suits  at 
m  fur  property  taken  for  public  use,  and  for  which 
ley  have  u  jast  claim  against  the  United  States  ; 
r  have  they  not  an  equal  right  to  compensation  for 
m  which  the  United  States,  by  their  agent,  took 
'um  them,  as  other  citizens  are  entitled  to,  for  pro- 
erty  piratically  taken  on  the  high  seas,  by  the  rob- 
m  of  Britain  ?  And  do  we,  in  the  last  case,  say  to 
lestt  unfuriunate  sufferers,  commence  suits  against 
)0M)  who  have  injured  ^ou?  No.  Government 
u  taken  the  litigation  in  hand,  at  her  own  cost. 
•et  her  do  so  with  the  citizens  of  North  Carolina. 
^,  will  the  Government  of  the  United  States  sop- 
ort  the  claim  of  the  injured  against  her  own  Ex- 
•  ttiire?  Will  they  do  it  agiunst  the  State  of 
lorth  Carolina?  They  eannot;  and  from  what 
*»  been  said  in  this  matter  it  is  plain  that,  as 
le  Guvernment  of  the  United  States  has  con- 
erted  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  North  Caro- 
na  to  the  uses  of  her  Government,  compensation 
tt^ht  to  be  made  out  of  the  public  purse,  as  the 
Diurary  would,  on  her  part,  destroy  that  bond  of 
niou  between  her  as  tlie  sovereign  power  of  the 
iiiiled  States,  and  her  citizens,  and  as  not  only 
<>Qnd  to  govern  with  justice,  but  also  to  protect 
H;tti  from  all  manner  of  injury,  as  well  domestic 
I  furvigii.  Mr.  G.  apologized,  that  he  was  with- 
Qt  aoihofity  in  the  House,  but  would  pledge  his 
fpuLition  that  what  he  should  advance,  if  not 
erbatim,  should  be  in  substance  with  the  author 
uoted : 

**  It  is  admitted  by  many,  that  the  soverign  author- 
•y  posMsaes  a  power,  uiiJer  the  laws  of  ancient  domain, 
D  alienate  the  pntperty  of  the  aubject,  for  the  benefit 
f  the  O«)mmonwealth,  by  irapendiug  public  necesaity 
K«iiMt  private  injury."  But,  without  doubt,  they  **  that 
ave  lost  or  aaeriliced  their  property  to  tiie  public  safety 


in  such  extremity,  ought  to  have  satisfaction  narle,  as 
(at  as  possible,  by  the  Oimmon wealth.  Anything  short 
of  this  would  destroy  the  reciprority  between  the  sove- 
reign and  subjeet"— Pif^  ndorf,  6.  8,  cl  6,  §  7. 

But  can  public  necessity  be  urged  in  the  present 
case  to  jnatifV  this  kind  of  political  robbery  ?  I 
answer,  no.  If  the  Indians  are  to  be  kept  in  peace 
by  bribes,  why  not  in  this,  as  in  other  similar  cases, 
by  presents  and  pecuniary  rewards  ?  Is  it  not  an 
indignity  to  the  United  States  to  purchase  peac^ 
from  an  Indian  nation,  at  the  expense  of  a  part  of 
her  citizens,  whose  resources  at  best  were  scanty, 
and  are,  by  this  and  other  speculations,  almost  an- 
nihilated ?  Surely  it  is.  And  let  roe  add,  is  it  not 
an  invariable  axiom  with  all  authors  on  Govern- 
ment, 

**  That  all  sacrifices  of  property  made  by  individuals 

*for  the  public  benefit  or  aoooinmodation,  should  or  ought 

to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  revenue,  and  that  one  should 

not  bear  more  of  the  burden  than  another.'* — BurUnuh 

qtU,  b,  8,  fc  6,  8  27,  28. 

Is  it  not,  then,  obvious  to  all,  who  will  reflect  on 
this  subject,  that  compensation  is  due  to  these  indi- 
viduals whose  property  haa  been  wrested  from 
them  for  Governmeirt  purposes?  The  same  author 
observes,  in  the  38th  section  of  the  same  chapter : 

"That  aa  no  subject  can  assume  any  part  of  the 
sovereign  power  without  the  consent  of  the  whole, 
neither  can  any  soverign  authority  deprive  the  sulject 
of  his  right  aud  property,  nor  subatitute  another  sove- 
reign over  him  without  his  oonaeuC" 

The  public  is  in  nothing  more  essentially  inter- 
ested than  in  the  protection  of  every  individuaFa 
private  rights,  as  modelled  by  the  municipal  law 
in  this  and  similar  cases.  The  Legislature  can  and 
frequently  does  interpose,  and  compel  the  indi- 
vidual to  acquiesce.  But  how  does  it  interpose 
and  compel  ?  Not  bv  stripping  the  individual  of 
his  property  in  an  arbitrary  manner.  No.  But  by 
giving  him  full  and  ample  indemnification  for  the 
injury  sustained ;  for  there  must  be  an  end  of  all 
scHrial  commerce  between  man  and  mm,  unless 
private  possessions  be  secured  from  unjust  inva- 
sions. Thus,  the  protection  of  a  State,  in  every 
precedent  to  be  found  in  books  that  treat  of  the 
fundamental  laws  of  civil  society,  or  in  the  reso- 
lutions and  acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  means 
restitution,  indemnity,  or  compensation.  Orotiua, 
when  treating  of  the  right  of  the  sovereign  au- 
thority to  give  up  or  take  the  property  of  the  sub- 
ject, calls  it  **  restitution,  satisfaction :"  Burkmo' 
qtUf  **  indemnity,  and  indemnilying  the  subject  for 
the  injury  sustained  f*  and  vaUel^  **  recompense 
out  of  the  public  money.'*  It  is  farther  obMorved, 
that  cases  of  this  kind  operate,  like  property  thrown 
into  the  sea  to  save  the  ship,  by  making  an  esti- 
mate of  the  loss,  and  causing  an  equal  average  on 
the  property  saved,  whUsh  each  owner  is  bound  to 
pay.  So  that,  from  the  fullest  conviction,  I  am  of 
opinion  the  citizens  of  North  Carolina  are  enti- 
tled to  the  relief  reported  bv  the  select  committee, 
aud  that  strict  justice  requires  we  should  comply 
with  it ;  for,  as  1  have  said,  in  nothing  is  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  more  concerned 
in  a  superlative  degree,  than  in  doing  strict  justice 
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to  her  citizens,  at  of  the  last  importance  in  pre- 
serving the  affections  of  the  people  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Vacancies  in  our  Departments,  civil,  jn- 
diciul,  or  military,  may  be  supplied  as  well,  but  to 
restore  the  conGdence  of  a  people  borne  down 
with  oppression,  exceeds  comprehension.  It  in 
like  attempting  to  return  from  the  grave — is  with- 
out precedent,  and  is  vain  labor  indeed.  At  differ- 
ent epochs  it  has  shook  the  foundations  of  mo- 
narchies, and  caused  tyrants  to  tremble  and  atone 
for  their  crimes  with  their  lives ;  and,  as  I  said  at 
an  enriy  stage  of  the  debate,  if  unurpers,  tyrant h, 
and  despots,  have  been  compelled  to  do  juHtice,  by 
this  undeniable  law  of  nature,  shall  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  founded  on  the  pure 
principles  of  Democracy,  be  less  just?  Surely 
not.  Have  we  received  a  power  to  exercise  in 
wantonly  oppressing  those  who  gave  it?  God  for- 
bid !  Therefore,  let  it  ever  be  impressed  on  our 
minds,  that  justice  e.xalteth  a  nation.  '  The  H(»use. 
I  hope,  will  pardon  my  detaining  them,  at  a  time 
when  every  moment  is  precious.  But  the  duty  I 
owe  to  my  injured  constituents  forbids  silence,  and 
will  I  hope  be  a  sufficient  apology.  I  shall  there- 
fore, submit  to  the  judgment^  of  the  House,  not 
doubling  but  justice  will  be  done. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  satisfied  that  the  purchasers 
of  the  lands  had  a  claim  either  against  the  United 
States  or  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  Much  had 
been  said  about  the  Indian  right ;  but  the  Indians 
never  had  been  fit  to  occupy  these  lands.  It  could 
never  have  been  the  design  of  nature  that  these 
people  should  be  termed  the  possessors  of  land 
which  they  were  incapable  to  enjoy.  .  He  was,  upon 
the  whole,  on  the  side  of  the  claimants,  though  be 
enumerated  some  of  the  difficulties  that  would  at- 
tend an  attempt  to  please  all  parties. 

Mr.  W.  SiirrH  had  found  much  difficulty  in 
forming  his  opinion  upon  this  question.  He  had 
at  first  been  somewhat  disposed  against  the  claim* 
ants,  but  at  last,  after  full  deliberation,  he  was 
convinced  of  the  justice  of  giving  them  redress. 
H-i  requested  the  particular  attention  and  candor 
of  the  House.  The  United  States  were,  in  this 
eisc,  made  a  judge  in  their  own  cause,  and  there- 
fore it  became  more  their  duty  to  examine  every 
p.irt  of  the  subject  with  the  more  accunicy.  Mr. 
S.  then  began  a  distinct  detail  of  the  circum- 
stances in  the  present  dispute.  Previous  to  the 
year  1776,  North  Carolina  was  a  British  Colony, 
and  the  British  Crown  considered  itself  as  en- 
tied  to  bestow  grants  of  territory.  In  that  year. 
North  Carolina  became  a  sovereign  State,  and 
consequently  she  conceived  herself  as  succeeding 
to  the  right  of  the  British  Crown,  and  im  having 
a  right  to  bestow  grants  in  the  same  way  as  the 
Kings  of  Great  Britiiin  had  done.  This  claim  was 
asserted  in  her  genenil  Declaration  of  Rights,  and 
it  was  incorporated  into  her  Constitution.  When 
North  Carolina  entered  into  the  Union,  all  the  Le- 
gislative rights  of  the  State  were  preserved,  and, 
by  a  necessary  inference,  her  tiile  to  the  lands 
comprehended  in  her  original  charter.  In  1783, 
the  State  opened  an  office  to  sell  the  absolute 
right  of  such  lands  as  had  not  been  disposed  of. 
In  1789,  North  Gorolimt  ceded  the  right  of  jaris- 


diction  to  the  United  States,  bat  she  reserved  be 
own  Legislative  rights,  and  conseqaenrlj  her  ri^lit 
to  sell  tae  lands  within  her  own  teiritorr ;  sod  ii^ 
disposing  of  the  lands  in  question,  the  8! ate  dx^ 
not  intend  merely  to  sell  the  right  of  pre-emptiiiq 
from  the  Indians,  but  the  absolate  title  tf>  the  lands^ 
Mr.  S.  read  a  part  of  the  Constitutioo  of  N'jrih 
Carolina,  in  order  to  explain  what  degree  of  le- 
gislation the  State  had  conceded  to  the  Federal 
Government,  and  what  part  she  had  reserved  to 
herself;  and  he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  had  been  reserved.  In  1  I^V, 
the  State  ofiered  these  lands  for  sale.  In  ITsd. 
the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  as5ii;^ed 
a  great  part  of  them  to  the  Indians.  In  178^1,  tae 
Legislature  of  North  Carolina  declared  that  thcj 
would  support  the  purchasers.  The  grand  ques- 
tion now  is,  did  the  State,  by  acceding  to  the  Con- 
federation, give  up  her  right  of  legislatioD  ?  Soe 
gave  up  her  right  to  make  Indian  treaties,  bat  re-| 
served  that  of  legislation,  because,  as  abxive  ob- 
served, it  formed  a  part  of  her  Constitution,  which 
waa  understood  to  continue  un violated.  The^ 
lands  were  bought  with  certificates,  which  it  vas 
alleged,  on  the  other  side,  would  purchase  nothing 
else.  If  the  certificates  would  porehaae  nothiu* 
else,  it  was  proper  at  least  that  they  should  ha«e 
been  restored  to  their  first  owners,  who  might  ha^-e 
subscribed  them  to  a  part  of  the  Public  I>et>t  of  tlie 
United  States.  They  were  certainly  entitled  either 
to  their  land  or  their  certificates.  These  certi5- 
cates,  which  were  paid  into  the  Treasnr}*  of  Xjrtii 
Carolina,  were  those  ef  the  United  States,  if  the 
owners  had  only  a  pre-emption  right,  Mr.  S.  ia- 
sisted  that  the  certificates  should  be  returned. 

Mr.  Skdowick  said,  that  this  was  quite  a  nev 
fact  to  him,  and  if  it  was  as  stated,  there  was  no 
necessity  for  Legislative  interference  at  all.  Ttw 
State  of  North  Carolina  had  oulj  to  come  forward 
and  subscribe  them  to  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  W.  SuiTU  explained,  that  when  deliverrd 
into  the  Treasury  of  North  Carolina,  they  had  Utq 
cancelled.  After  this  they  were  again  ordered  to 
be  made  current  by  the  subscriptions  of  the  offioem 
of  the  State,  and  in  that  shape  they  were  offertd 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Loans,  who  refused  to 
accept  them.  The  exact  amount  of  the  certifi- 
cates could  still  be  ascertained,  as  well  as  the 
names  of  the  persons  to  whom  they  belonged. 
The?  had  been  cancelled,  but  not  destroyed. 

Mr.  BouDlNOT  imagined  that  Mr.  S'mith  had 
furnished  a  new  and  forcible  argument  against  his 
own  cause.  This  claim  of  North  Carolina  to  sell 
the  lands  was  wrong,  and  this  doctrine  had  been 
the  cause  of  all  the  disputes  in  which  the  Federal 
Government  has  been  engaged.  The  Crown  of 
Britain  had  never  pretended  to  any  right  of  this 
kind,  nor  ever  thought  it  had  a  title  to  any  lands 
till  they  were  first  purchased  from  the  Indians. 
The  question  before  the  Committee  was,  have  the 
United  States  taken  away  any  claim  which  the 
purchasers  of  these  lands  had  ?  And  the  answer 
IS,  that  the  United  States  have  not.  The  Sure 
of  North  Carolina  only  had  a  right  to  sell  the 
privilege  of  pre-emption.  This  was  the  only  H^j: 
which  the  purchasers  obtained,  and  this  right  tbej 
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till  possess.  As  to  the  certi6cates,  thej  were  not 
hose  of  the  United  States,  but  thode  of  North 
!aroHna.  They  were  rot  Continental  certificates, 
nd  for  that  reason  Continental  oflBcers  would  not 
ccept  them ;  but  North  Carolina  has  since  brought 
bese  certificates  into  her  account  against  the 
r^neral  Government.  The  Commissioners,  in 
786,  had  done  a  very  great  service  to  North  Ca- 
olina,  by  settling  a  line  of  boundary,  and  putting 
n  end  to  the  Indian  war.  He  thought  that  the 
lest  way  would  be  for  the  claimants  to  apply  to 
he  Executive,  and  agree  among  themselves  to 
ttinguish,  by  an  interference  of  that  kind,  the 
ndian  HghL  This  would  be  much  better  than 
ar  the  House  to  involve  itself  in  the  purchase  of 
A  immense  tract  of  land,  at  an  expense  of  seven 
ir  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  (or  how  much 
Dore  Mr.  B.  could  not  tell,)  when  there  was  so 
DQch  occasion  for  the  money  to  pay  the  National 
)ebL  He  again  declared  that  he  should  think  it 
be  best  way  to  obtain  the  good  offices  of  the  Ex- 
!CutiTe  in  extinguishing  the  Indian  right.  The 
ijx  Nations  possessed  part  of  the  territory  of  Penn- 
;vWania.  This  State  also  may  apply  to  the  Gene- 
il  Government  for  redress,  if  North  Carolina  were 
0  get  payment  for  these  lands.  The  State  of  New 
fork  may  do  so,  for  the  same  reasons  as  North  Ca- 
t)lina.  This  would  be  involving  the  Government 
D  nn  endless  labyrinth.  He  was  as  unwilling  as 
inr  gentleman  in  the  House  to  interfere  with  the 
ights  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina.  But 
)e  did  not  wish  to  see  the  House  going  blindfold 
oto  the  business.  The  United  States  have  too 
mach  land  already. 

Mr.  KiTTtaa. — The  certificates  must  have  been 
iren  in  by  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States, 
he  denied  the  right  of  the  Commissioners,  in 
lTd6,  to  make  Indian  treaties,  but  now  that  right  is 
given  up.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Boudinot  as  to  his 
9bser?ations  on  Pennsylvania.!  Georgia,  also,  he 
said,  had  about  sixty  millions  of  acres  within  her 
chartered  limits.  The  business  would  never  have 
in  end,  if  the  General  Government  was  to  interfere 
io  ail  these  cases. 

Mr.  Scott. — Has  not  this  Government  a  rifjht  to 
restrain  every  wild-goose  excursion  into  the  woods? 
ir  it  has  not,  the  Union  must  fall  prostnte  at  the 
ket  of  every  wild  speculator.  Pennsylvania,  at  a 
P'eat  expense,  made  preparations  for  an  establish- 
ment at  Presqu'  Isle.  The  ground  had  been  bought 
kt  a  great  expense  from  the  United  States.  Tet  for 
the  sake  of  general  peace,  the  settlement  had  been 
stopped. 

Mr.  McDowell  denied  that  the  two  cases  corres- 
ponded, for  the  lands  at  Presqu*  Isle  had  not  been 
Si^en  to  the  Six  Nations. 

Mr.  Boudinot  differed  from  the  last  speaker.  He 
did  not  think  that  any  thing  farther  had  been  done 
again.<(t  the  interest  of  North  Carolina  than  against 
that  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Blount  denied  taat  the  Indians  ever  occu- 
pied the  lands  in  question,  or  were  fit  to  occupy 
them  in  any  proper  sense  of  the  word.  To  walk 
across  a  country,  and  to  shoot  in  it,  was  different 
f^m  an  occupation.  But,  besides,  the  Creeks  and 
Cherokees  were  not  the  only  tribes  who  had  hunted 
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there.  It  had  been  said  yesterday  that  these  lands 
gave  rise  to  speculation.  Mr.  B.  wished  that  it 
had  done  so,  for  in  that  case  the  certificates  would 
all  have  been  paid  by  this  time.  There  was  no 
difficulty  in  funding  Southern  certificates,  when 
once  they  got  into  the  hands  of  Northern  specula- 
tors. Mr.  B.  thought  himself  entitled  to  receive 
back  from  the  United  States  the  money  which  he 
had  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  North  Carolina  for 
these  lands. 

Mr.  Murray  requested  the  fkvor  of  any  gentle- 
man to  inform  him,  whether  the  lands  in  question 
were  possessed  and  occupied,  in  the  more  civilized 
sense  of  the  terms,  by  the  white  people?  He  be- 
lieved they  were  not  Had  they  been  in  peace- 
able possession,  living  on,  and  cultivating  the 
lands,  that  circumstance  would  form  a  very  inter- 
esting motive  in  his  mind  in  favor  of  the  indem- 
nity that  was  asked.  But,  in  fact,  they  never  were 
possessed  of  any  right  but  that  which  North  Ca- 
rolina could  give  them-— the  pre-emption  right; 
that  right  they  now  possessed  as  fully  as  they  did 
at  the  time  of  the  cession  to  the  United  States. 
[Mr.  Carnbs  rose,  and  informed  him,  that  many 
white  people,  who  had  begun  farms,  were  driven 
off  their  lands,  and  reduced  to  great  distress  by 
the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners.]  Mr.  M. 
said,  an  argument  struck  him  of  some  weight^ 
that  if  the  claim  be  gratified,  the  claimants  will  be 
in  a  better  situation  now  than  they  would  have 
been  if  the  cession  had  not  been  made;  for  North 
Carolina  could  not  have  given  them  absolute  pos- 
session but  by  force  of  arms.  This  she  would  not 
have  a  right  to  do,  under  this  Confederation,  nor 
under  the  Constitution,  as  no  one  State  can  make 
war.  But  the  claimants  can  ask  nothing  more  of 
the  United  States  than  they  could  have  had  ac- 
complished for  them  by  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina. A  new  doctrine  resulting  from  the  Revolu- 
tion, must  be  admitted  as  a  ground  of  reasoning, 
when  Indian,  unconquered  territory,  is  before  u& 
The  Provinces  had  power,  as  individual  bodies — 
which  States,  as  such,  have  not — the  right  of 
making  war,  and  gaining  possession  of  Indian  ter- 
ritory by  conquest  So  it  was,  that  a  Province 
could,  from  its  own  separate  resources,  make  war 
on  Indians,  and  pay  individually  the  expense. 
But  when  the  great  contest  for  Independence  came 
on,  all  the  States  were,  in  fact,  principal  confede- 
rated bodies,  long  before  they  signed  the  paper  of 
Confederation.  The  doctrine,  which  suited  such 
a  body  of  States,  wa.s,  that  whatever  might  be 
gained  by  the  joint  efforts  and  expense  of  all, 
should  be  the  property  of  all,  jointly ;  and  he 
thought  that  every  principle  of  sound  justice  war- 
ranted him  in  applying  the  doctrine,  so  far  as  to 
say,  that  whatever  might  be  the  chartered  limits 
of  each  Province,  while  dependent,  yet  the  mo- 
ment of  the  joint  contest  was  that  in  which  the 
true  limits  of  a  State  were,  as  far  as  property  in  land 
went,  confined  to  that  boundary  which  was  really 
located,  occupied,  and  peaceably  holden  within 
the  limits.  To  say  that  the  State  had  a  right  more 
positive  than  the  pre-emptive  one,  to  lands  actu- 
ally occupied  and  defended  by  hostile  tribes  of 
Indians  within  the  chartered  limits,  admits  a  prin- 
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cipio,  that,  if  put  into  action,  tended  necessarily  to 
violate  the  great  principle  of  the  Confederation, 
and  of  the  present  Constitution,  which  divests  the 
individual  States  of  the  right  to  make  war ;  as  the 
State,  to  make  good  any  sales  she  might  make 
within  the  hostile  territory,  would  be  obliged  to 
make  war  on  the  tribes  to  dispossess  them.  The 
lands  in  question  were  in  this  situation.  They 
were  occupied  by  Indian  tribes,  and  were  never  in 
possession  of  North  Carolina.  The  gentleman 
from  that  State  seems  to  doubt  the  occupancy  of 
the  tribes.  Mr.  M.  believed  we  would  violate  prin- 
ciples of  justice  were  we  to  borrow  the  principle 
of  occupancy  from  books,  and  apply  it  to  Indian 
society.  The  Indian  tribes  held  certain  tracts  of 
land.  As  to  the  mode  in  which  they  thought  it 
most  rational  to  use  the  land,  it  was  nothing 
against  their  right  to  say  its  exercise  differed  from 
our  mode.  He  understood  they  made  a  hunting 
ground  of  the  land  in  dispute.  They  had  a  right 
to  use  it  as  such,  and  their  mode  of  use  was  no 
argument  against  their  right  All  that  could  be, 
or  was  proved  to  belong  to  North  Carolina,  was 
the  Colonial  right  of  qualified  sovereignty,  called 
the  pre-emption  right.  This  was  all  she  could 
grant,  and  this  was  all  that  the  claimants  could 
bike  from  her.  They  had  that  now;  and  as  be 
could  not  see  the  propriety  of  making  their  situa- 
tion better  than  if  the  cession  had  not  been  made, 
so  he  could  not  agree  to  the  resolution  for  giving 
them  indemnity.  Perhaps  his  ideas  on  the  sub- 
iect  might  be  fashioned  by  local  circumstances,  be- 
longing as  he  did  to  a  State  which  had  no  share 
in  those  rich  funds  which  the  large  frontier  States 
possessed,  he  thought,  very  unjustly,  in  immense 
tracts  of  back  landa  He  felt  it  a  duty  to  narrow 
all  claims  like  the  present  as  much  as  possible. 
Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  were  all  in  the  same  situation.  They 
had  no  back  lands,  and  were  divested  of  the  share 
they  were  justly  entitled  to  in  the  back  lands, 
whigh  now  bring  immense  funds  of  wealth  into 
the  land  offices  of  those  States  which  possess 
them. 

Mr.  Hbister  wished  to  have  that  part  of  the  law 
read  which  relates  to  the  species  of  certificates  re- 
ferred to  in  the  debate ;  this  was  accordingly  done. 
Mr.  H.  said  that  he  had  not  enough  of  evidence  be- 
fore him  to  give  a  vote.  He  therefore  wished  that 
the  Committee  might  rise. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  that,  according  to  Mr.  Boudi- 
NOT,  it  was  the  doctrine  of  North  Carolinia  in  1783, 
that  the  State  possessed  a  right  to  the  ilbappropri- 
ated  lands.  If  that  was  their  doctrine  then,  nothing 
had  since  happened  which  could  make  it  cease  to 
be  so  now.  The  Crown  of  Britain  had  transfer- 
red the  absolute  property  of  lands  without  inquir- 
ing for  permission  from  the  Indians.  This  evi- 
dence went  strongly  to  prove  that  North  Carolina 
had  the  same  title.  The  case  of  Presqu*  Isle  did 
not  apply,  for  Pennsylvania  was  raising  troops  to 
make  that  settlement,  and  no  State  can,  by  the 
Constitution,  raise  troops  of  itself.  He  wished  the 
Committee  not  to  rise  till  they  had  determined  the 
question. 

Mr.  Caahbb  h|id  foreseen  that  the  claim  before 


the  Committee  would  be  opposed  upon  varkns 
grounds;  but  he  considered  none  of  themas^wdl 
founded.  Grants  were  first  made  by  North  Caro- 
lina  to  individual.<i,  of  lands  within  ber  chartered 
boundary.  The  cession  made  to  and  accepted  bf 
the  United  States,  conditioned  to  secure  the  inter 
est  of  individuals.  A  treaty  was  thereafter  on]f^ 
ed  to  be  held  by  the  United  States  with  the  In< 
dians,  and  by  that  treaty,  lands  formerly  granted, 
were  relinquished  to  them.  The  CommifisionQS 
of  North  Carolina  protested  in  form.  The  people 
turned  out,  had  paid  ten  pounds  the  hundred  acres, 
for  their  lands,  and  they  were  entitled  to  compen- 
sation from  North  Carolina,  or  from  the  United 
States.  It  had  been  said,  that  North  Carolina  had 
no  right  but  that  of  pre-emption.  This  Mr.  C 
denied.  North  Carolina  bad  a  right  to  all  the 
lands  within  her  boundary ;  and  there  was  an  ei- 
press  agreement  reserving  those  lands  to  indirid- 
uals.  Why  did  the  United  Sutes  coptract  wiih 
the  State,  if  she  had  no  right?  The  Indians  Dever 
could  have  been  considered  an  independent  nation, 
else  there  would  be  compensation  in  imperio.  lie 
mentioned  the  case  of  the  Tallissee  Coantrj  con- 
taining four  millions  of  acres.  By  a  treaty  nude 
in  1785,  between  the  State  of  Georgia  and  tbe 
Creeks,  this  land  was  ceded  to  Georgia.  By  a  se- 
cond treaty,  at  New  York,  this  very  country  wis 
relinquished  to  the  Indians,  and  of  coarse  the  h^ 
fdt  right  of  the  State  wrested  from  them.  If  * 
decision  could  be  had  on  this  case  before  a  jadicial 
tribunal,  it  would  not  require  a  mooaent^s  hesiti' 
tion  to  determine  in  favor  of  the  State,  and  that 
the  treaty  was  a  nullity.  It  had  been  alleged  that 
the  right  of  pre-emption  was  the  only  right  ia 
possession  of  the  States,  that  is,  a  title  to  pureittse 
of  the  holders  of  the  property,  in  exclusion  of  lO 
other  States,  or  individuals  thereof  or  the  partico- 
\sx  State.  Mr.  C.  contended  that  the  fee-simple 
of  all  the  soil  within  the  chartered  limits  belong 
to  the  State.  As  to  the  boundaries,  the  definitive 
Treaty  of  Peace  settles  them  beyond  contradic- 
tion. As  to  the  proprietors  of  these  lands  being  in 
no  worse  condition  now  than  before  the  cessioo 
back  to  the  Indians,  the  people  were  plowing  the 
lands,  when  driven  from  them,  and  will  any  gen- 
tleman say  that  this  is  not  injuring  people?  ^ 
to  the  State  of  North  Carolina  having  no  particQ- 
lar  claim  to  the  land  now  beyond  the  Indian  line, 
he  would  put  a  case  within  the  chapter  of  pota- 
bilities. Suppose  that  all  the  Indians  were  driven 
over  the  Mi&sissipui  to-morrow,  to  whom  would 
the  lands  which  they  now  possess  belong!  The 
particular  States,  to  be  sure,  within  whose  range 
they  lay.  The  gentlemen  who  advocate  for  mora]it/» 
and  who  tilk  of  treating  the  Indians  with  human- 
ity, are  the  very  men  who  have  uniformly  ^"^^ 
tenanced  the  raising  of  troops,  and  augmenting  the 
force  on  our  Northwestern  frontiers.  How  can  they 
reconcile  their  conduct?  The  Indians  to  the  Souih 
are  to  be  treated  with  humanity,  and  ihuse  to  the 
North  are  to  be  butchered,  that  the  United  Sutes 
may  enjoy  their  property. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  said,  that  the  charter  from  Bn- 
tain  extended  to  the  South  Sea,  but  such  a  stretch. 
of  territory  was  not  really  claimed  by    Britaio 
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[e  read  scTeral  of  the  old  laws  of  North  Carolina, 
>  prove  that  the  Indian  right  of  soil  bad  always 
een  acknowledged. 

Mr.  Bloukt  had  never  thought  of  quoting  this 
Dok,  which  he  now  did,  to  show  that  the  British 
overnmeDt  had  authorized  conquest  He  did  not 
now  of  one  purchase  made  in  Carolina.  It  was 
1  conquest,  and  so  were  nine-tenths  of  all  the 
nds  held  by  the  white  people  in  America. 

Mr.  McDowell. — Those  lands  which  are  the 
object  of  debate,  and  which  a  number  of  gentle- 
ten  have  contended  that  North  Carolina  had  not  a 
ght  to  grant  to  her  citizens,  have  been  proved  to 
e  within  the  chartered  limits  as  granted  by  Charles 
L,  and  which  limits,  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction 
ere  guaranteed  to  the  State  by  the  Articles  of 
on  federation. 

After  this,  and  within  the  year  1788,  the  Legis- 
iture  passed  a  law  for  opening  an  office  to  receive 
Dtries  of  lands  in  the  district  of  country  now 
tiled  the  Territory  South  of  the  Ohio,  for  the  re- 
emption  of  special  and  other  certificates;  and 
fter  a  nunaber  of  the  surveys  were  made,  and  the 
rants  issued,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
rdered  a  treaty  to  be  held  with  the  Cherokee 
ndians  at  Holston,  in  the  year  1785,  and  the 
lommissioners  agreed  to  give  up  a  large  quantity 
f  lands  before  stated  to  the  Indians;  but,  previous 
)  articles  being  signed,  Colonel  Blount,  who  was 
ie  agent  for  North  Carolina,  entered  his  protest 
I  behalf  of  the  State,  that  some  of  the  articles 
bout  to  be  entered  into  between  the  Commission- 
n,on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Cher- 
k«e  Indians,  would  infringe  on  the  Legislative 
ights  uf  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  Le- 
i.slature  of  the  State  also  protested  against  the  pro- 
eediog& 

I  must  here  remark,  that  the  then  Government 
r  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  Articles  of 
onfederation,  could  not  legally  make  use  of  the 
roperty  of  the  State  for  any  purpose  without  their 
}n8ent 

This  continued  to  be  the  situation  of  this  busi- 
ess,  till  after  Congress  requested  a  cession  of 
lose  lands,  with  the  sovereignty  thereof,  which 
ow  form  the  Territory  South  of  the  Ohio,  which 
"as  complied  with,  under  certain  reservations,  to 
ontinue  claims,  and  the  situations  of  the  claim- 
nts  as  good  as  though  this  cession  had  not  been 
lade,  which  was  a  complete  acknowledgment  of  the 
ight  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
tales,  but  in  my  opinion  placed  them  in  the  same 
ituatiun  that  the  State  would  have  been  in,  had 
le  cession  not  taken  place. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Government, 
nother  treaty  was  ordered  to  be  held  with  the 
ndianH,  and  the  lands  were  given  up  to  the  Indians, 
lere  the  Executive  right  to  make  such  treaty 
uiy  he  questioned,  and  I  believe  rightly  too ;  for 
t  would  be  an  extraordinary  power  for  them  to 
uke  use  of  the  property  of  individuals,  without 
heir  consent,  or  making  any  compensation,  and 
•pplj  it  to  national  purposes.  Great  difficulties 
rould  be  involved,  were  a  remedy  to  be  attempt- 
d  in  a  judicial  way  against  the  Government  I 
lo  therefore  think  either  that  policy  or  interest,  on 


the  part  of  the  United  States,  would  point  out  a 
compliance,  in  part,  with  the  report  on  the  table, 
for  it  will  not  place  the  United  States  in  any  worse 
situation  than  they  would  have  been  in,  had  the 
lands  not  been  entered.  Had  that  been  the  case, 
those  certificates  would  have  been  in  the  hands  of 
individuals,  a  debt  against  the  Government,  but 
on  their  being  subscribed  now,  to  the  amount  ac- 
tually paid  on  their  relinquishing  their  claim,  you 
would  then  have  the  land,  which  will  be  valuable 
at  a  period  far  distant 

Some  gentlemen  appear  to  be  alarmed  at  the 
sum ;  but  if  the  principle  is  a  just  or  fair  one,  the 
sum  ought  not  to  be  an  objection.  I  will  here 
state  further,  to  remove  the  alarms  of  those  gentle- 
men, that  the  sum  will  fall  far  short  of  the  state- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  a  great  deduction 
is  to  be  taken  from  that ;  but  I  can  further  assert, 
that  a  great  number  of  the  claimants  would  not 
relinquish  their  claim  to  said  lands  to  subscribe ; 
it  would  generally  be  such  as  are  in  indigent  cir- 
cumstances. And  here  I  cannot  help  making  some 
reply  to  the  objections  stated  by  several  members, 
who  have  alleged  that  North  Carolina  had  acted 
wrong  in  selling  these  lands  before  they  had*  ex- 
tinguished the  Indian  claim,  and  that  the  claimants 
were  in  no  worse  situation  than  they  would  have 
been  had  the  cession  not  have  taken  place.  I  am 
not  a  little  surprised  to  find,  that  gentlemen  cannot 
see  the  distinction,  for  had  the  cession  and  treaty 
at  Holston  taken  place,  they  were  at  liberty  to  settle 
the  lands,  and  North  Carolina  was  bound  to  pro- 
tect them ;  but  since  the  treaty  had  been  made,  the 
land  is  not  only  given  up  as  stated,  but  it  is  made 
criminal  to  cross  the  boundary.  Mr.  Dexter  has 
stated  that  North  Carolina  has  acted  unjustly  and 
wrong  in  making  sale  of  those  lands  before  she  had 
extinguished  the  Indian  claims. 

Here  I  shall  repeat  what  I  stated  before  in  an- 
swer to  what  the  gentleman  has  said.  That  the 
Indian  claims  to  said  lands  were,  in  part,  extin- 
guished by  Henderson*s  purchase,  and  part  by 
conquest,  and  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  lands, 
that  no  nation  of  Indians  could  establish  a  claim 
to,  had  been  claimed  by  different  tribes  as  territo- 
ry grounds,  but  had  not  been  inhabited  by  any 
tribe  within  the  memory,  or  any  account  that  can 
be  traced,  and  for  as  great  a  length  of  time  the 
different  tribes  had  been  at  war  with  each  other 
about  the  right  of  hunting  on  said  land.  But  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  right  of  North  Carolina,  I 
believe  no  member  has  a  right  to  call  it  in  ques- 
tion at  this  time.  The  gentleman^s  arguments 
would  have  been  more  applicable  at  the  time  the 
cession  act  was  under  consideration;  and  as  to 
what  the  member  said  about  the  principle  and 
precedent  it  would  fix,  I  will  only  call  the  atten- 
tion of  that  gentleman  and  the  Committee,  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Have  they  not  pushed  conquests  into  the  Indian 
country  Northwest  of  the  Ohio?  Are  they  not 
continuing  to  do  so,  and  is  it  not  in  contemplation 
to  sell  large  quantities  of  land:^  in  that  country,  that 
have  never  been  purchased?  If  so,  the  precedent 
which  the  gentleman  fears  so  much  is  already 
established.    But  here  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  at* 
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tention  of  the  Committee,  in  the  most  serious  man- 
ner, to  the  number  of  citizens  concerned,  perhaps 
near  twenty  thousand.  A  great  number  of  them 
are  men  who  turned  out  in  support  of  the  Ameri- 
can Independence,  who  fought,  who  bled,  and 
furnished  their  property  freelv  to  the  support  of 
the  cause.  For  this  service  pey  received  certifi- 
cates, which  they  wished  to  realize  by  entering 
said  lands,  and  flattered  themselves  with  sitting 
down  on  those  lands,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  life, 
making  themselves  and  families  happy.  Their 
hopes  were  soon  blasted.  After  the  act  of  la^t 
session,  the  Treaty  of  Holston  took  place,  whicli 
gave  their  property  to  a  savage  and  cruel  enemy, 
to  quiet  the  minds  of  an  enemy  who  not  only 
were  opposed  to  us  through  the  war  with  Britain, 
but  ever  since  have  been  imbruing  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  innocent  women  and  children.  What 
will  be  the  feelings  of  the  claimants,  who  have 
acted  as  I  have  stated,  when  they  find  that  their 
request,  which  to  be  sure  is  a  modest  one,  and  which 
is  only  to  be  reimbursed  for  sums  actually  paid,  is 
refused.  Should  this  be  the  decision,  I  leave  you 
to  draw  the  conclusion.  Should  they  proceed  to 
settle  those  lands  in  opposition  to  the  treaty,  I 
should  not  be  much  surprised.  But  the  report  on 
your  table  goes  too  far,  as  to  damage  and  a  future 
preference,  which  I  am  not  in  favor  of;  therefore 
the  resolutions  in  the  latter  part  of  the  report  I 
hope  will  be  stricken  out 

On  the  same  question,  Mr.  Gillsspie  made  the 
subsequent  remarks :  he  observed  a  disposition  in 
the  House  to  call  the  question  ;  he  then  said  that 
the  situation  in  which  he  stood  required  that  he 
should  say  something  in  support  of  the  resolution 
under  consideration,  as  it  had  been  stated  as  a  new 
and  singular  case,  from  which  he  took  the  liberty 
to  dissent,  as  ^v^ry  writer  on  the  law  and  usage  of 
nations,  held  it  as  an  invariable  axiom,  that  all  sa- 
crifices of  property  made  by  individuals  for  public 
uses,  ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  purse.  He 
stated  the  Treaty  between  England,  France,  and 
Spain,  in .  1768,  and  the  case  of  the  loyaliists  in 
1783,  and  as  the  hour  of  adjournment  had  arrived, 
concluded  with  a  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise, 
and  report  progress. 

The  question  was  then  put.  Shall  the  Committee 
now  rise  and  report  progress?  This  was  negatived. 
The  resolutions  in  the  report  were  successively  put, 
and  lost 

The  Committee  then  rose ;  the  Chairman  report- 
ed progress,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  January  80. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  manufacturers  of  hemp, 
in  the  town  of  Newport,  in  the  Sttite  of  Rhode 
Island,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  a 
drawback  of  the  duty  imposed  by  law  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  hemp,  may  be  allowed  on  the 
exportation  of  the^  same,  when  manufactured  into 
cordage  within  the  United  States.    Also, 

A  memorial  of  sundry  manufacturers  of  choco- 
late, in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
10  much  of  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of 


Congress,  as  imposes  an  additional  duty  of  tro 
cents  per  pound  on  cocoa  imported  froim  foreign 
countries,  may  be  repealed;  and  that  such  mea- 
sures may  be  adopted  for  encouraging  the  mana- 
facture  of  the  said  article  within  the  United 
States,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem 
meet 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  Hsibteb; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof^  and  r^ 
port  the  same,  with  their  opinions  thereon,  to  tbe 
House. 

The  Spkaksr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  "  ibtt, 
pursuant  to  the  duty  enjoined  by  law  upon  the 
Head  of  that  Department,  he  has  prepared  a  re- 
port, containing  some  suggestions  for  the  improTc- 
ment  and  better  management  of  the  sevenl 
branches  of  the  actual  revenues  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  ready  to  be  communicated,  as  tbe 
House  may  be  pleased  to  du-ect'*  The  letter  wis 
read :  Whereupon, 

Rtsohed^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
informed  that  the  House  is  ready  to  receive  the  re- 
port therein  referred  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  Message 
from  the  President  op  the  Uiimn  States,  of 
the  thirtieth  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  covering 
a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State ;  as 
also,  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Person  and  others, 
proprietors  of  lands  in  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  to  which  tbe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  had,  yesterday,  re> 
ported  their  disagreement:  Whereupon, 

The  first  resolution  reported  by  the  committee, 
being  again  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"<  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Executire 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  subsGribe,  by  vav  <^ 
loan  to  the  United  States,  the  amoant  of  all  soch  certifi- 
cates as  have  been  deposited  in  payment  lor  any  lands 
(reserved  by  tbe  act  of  cession  aforesaid)  in  paynwnt 
for  any  lands  which  may  have  been  relitiqui»htNl  to  tbe 
Indians  by  the  treaty  aforesaid,  in  trust  fur  the  perfona 
by  whom  they  were  so  deposited,  accordiDg  to  their  re- 
spective rights  and  interests:'' 

The  question  vras  taken,  that  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  ihtir 
disagreement  to  the  said  first  resolution,  and  it  vas 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  second  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, being  again  read,  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

**  Resolved,  That  the  United  States  ought  to  rpim- 
burse  the  said  persons  the  money  which  tliey  have  ex- 
pended in  having  entries  and  surveys  made,  and  in  ob- 
taining grants,  and  an^  other  incidental  charges  vfa^rb 
they  have  necessarily  incurred,  with  interest ;  sod  thti 
they  should  moreover  make  a  reasonable  allowance  fer 
the  loss  and  damage  which  the  petitioners  hare  m^* 
tained.  by  having  possession  of  the  said  land  viibbeld 
from  them :" 

The  question  was  taken,  that  the  House  do 
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ree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in 
eir  disagreement  to  the  said  second  resolutioni 
d  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  third  resolution  reported  by  the  committee, 
ing  again  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"And  whereas  the  grants  to  the  aforesaid  land*, 
ifle  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Ntirth 
rulioa  are  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  com- 
\  fully  within  the  purview  of  a  condition  contained 
the  art  of  cesaion  from  the  said  State  to  the  United 
He*:  Therefore, 

*  Retolved,  That^  whenever  the  United  States  shall 
lak  pniper  to  extinguish  the  Indian  claim  to  the  said 
Kle,  by  jHirchase  or  otherwise,  it  will  be  just  and 
iMMiable  that  the  several  persons  who  have  obtained 
•Dte,  or  made  surveys  or  entries,  should  have  surh 
;liti  CDofirmed  and  established,  and  their  titles  per- 
;t«<l,  in  preference  to  anv  other  persons,  on  repaying 
rfae  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  the  amount  of 
ist  they  may  now  receive,  as  a  compenaation  for 
lir  disbuntements  and  losses,  in  case  such  persons 
•11  think  proper  to  make  such  re-payment  withm  a  cer- 
in  time,  to  be  limited  by  Congress  for  that  purpose :" 

The  question  was  taken,  that  the  House  do 
;ree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
their  disagreement  to  the  said  third  resolution, 
id  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
I  put,  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  following 
solution : 

*  Renolved,  That  such  persons  as  have  entered  lands 
;reeably  to  the  laws  of  North  Carolina,  in  the  Terri- 
fy ceded  by  that  State  to  the  United  States,  and  on 
le  Indian  side  of  the  line  established  by  the  Treaty  of 
uhtuu,  ought  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  United  States 
tt  amouot  of  the  purchase-mnney  actually  paid  for 
te  same,  and  the  necessary  expense  uf  locating  and 
irvejing,  where  the  survey  has  been  made ;  such  per- 
•OS  tint  relinquishing  their  right  thereto,  to  the 
nited  States  f 

It  passed  in  the  negative,  yeas  14,  nays  56 — as 

illovrs : 

Vka».— Theodoras  Bailey,  Thomas  Blount,  William 

*  Qroye,  George  Hancock,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel 
soon,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander  Mebane,  John 
ige.  Robert  Rutherfc»rd,  William  Smith,  Benjamin 
Mliains,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nat& — Fisher  Ames,  John  Beaity.  Elias  Boudinot, 
Ksrjaehub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cad- 
«Uder,  Tliomas  CUiborne,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin, 
MhuaCoit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Henry  Dearborn,  Qeorge 
|iftnt,  Gabriel  Duvall,  Benjamin  Edwards,  lliomas 
itvimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Nicholas 
ilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Andrew 
f^,  Thotnaa  Hartley,  John  Heath,  James  Hillhouse, 
niliam  Hindman,  Samuel  Holten,  John  Hunter,  Wil- 
un  Irvine,  Aaron  Kitchelt,  Amasa  Learned,  William 
ymao.  James  Madison,  William  Montgomery,  An- 
r«v  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
y|^  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholaa,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
^lezander  D.  Orr.  Josiah  Parker,  Andrew  Pickens, 
'ranci*  Preston,  Thomss  Scott,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jere- 
miah Smiib,  Samuel  Smith.  Zephaniah  Swift,  Georse 
^liatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  £. 
^tn  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Artemas  Ward,  and 
W  Wingate. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded, 


that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

**  JRetolved,  that  the  President  of  the  Uniteil  States  be 
requested  to  cause  a  treaty  to  be  entered  into  with  any 
Indian  tribes  who  may  claim,  hold,  possess,  or  be  enti- 
tled to,  any  lands  within  the  Territory  ceded  by  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States;  and  to 
endeavor  to  obtain,  by  such  treaty,  an  extingiii.«hment 
of  the  Indian  claims  to  all  land/*,  the  pre  emptive  right 
to  which  has  been  sold  by  the  said  State,  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  one  thnu<*an(l  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  opening  an  office  for  the  sale  of  the  said  lands/' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  committed  to 
Mr.  William  SMrrn,  Mr.  Datton,  Mr.  Swift,  Mr. 
McDowBLL,  and  Mr.  Paob. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  ClaimR,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Gilbert  Dench ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  that  the 
prayer  of  the  said  petition  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed, and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw the  same;  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  certain  confi- 
dential communications  from  Major  General  Wavne, 
dated  the  twenty-third  of  .December  last;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Monday,  February  2. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  manufacturers  of  hemp 
in  the  town  of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  a 
drawback  of  the  duty  imposed  by  Uw  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  hemp  may  be  allowed  on  the 
exportation  of  the  same  when  manuiactured  into 
cordaee  within  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  Hiistir  ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  William  SBcrra,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  committed  the  motion  of  the  thirtieth 
ultimo,  authorizing  a  treaty  to  be  held  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  Indian  titles  to  lands  within  the 
Territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  made  a  report,  which  was  read ; 
whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  to 
take  the  said  report  into  consideration. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
the  report  referred  to  in  his  letter  of  the  thirtieth 
ultimo,  for  the  improvement  and  management  of 
the  public  revenue ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and 
disciplining  the  Militia  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Retohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy 
be  directed  to  report  the  nett  amount  of  duties 
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arising  on  distilled  spirits,  and  on  country  stills, 
(drawbacks  deducted),  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  showing  how 
much  thereof  was  collected  in  each  State;  what 
proportion  of  the  whole  has  arisen  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled from  foreign,  and  what  from  domestic  ma- 
terials, and  the  total  expenses  of  collecting  in  each 
State.  Also,  the  same  for  1798,  so  far  as  returns 
have  been  made ;  and  where  they  have  not  been 
made,  thut  he  be  requested  to  furnish  an  estimate 
of  their  nett  product,  calculated  on  the  return  of 
1792. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dayton,  next 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
take  into  considei-ation  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  relating  to  the  Military  Establishment. 
The  Chairman  having  read  the  resolution  recom- 
mended by  the  committee,  in  the  following  words, 
Tiz: 

**  Resolved,  That  two  regiments,  consisting  of  nine 
hundred  and  sixty  men  each,  be  formed  out  of  the 
regiments  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to 
compose,  with  the  corps  of  artillery,  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,  and  to  continue  in 
service  until  tbe  first  day  of  June,  1798,  unless  sooner 
discharged" — 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  he  disliked  the  report  in 
general,  and  was  more  immediately  opposed  to  the 
proposition  on  the  table,  which  he  should  not  agree 
to  under  any  modiflcation  of  which  it  was  capa- 
ble. Tt  was  his  wish  to  have  taken  the  sense  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  his  plan,  by 
proposing  to  amend  the  one  before  them,  but  he 
found  it  could  not  be  done  consistently  with  the 
rules  of  the  House,  as  it  might  with  propriety  be 
considered  rather  as  a  substitute  than  an  amend- 
ment If  the  one  under  consideration  should  be 
negatived,  (and  that  such  ought  to  be  its  fate,  Mr. 
D.  inferred,  not  merely  from  the  insufficiency  of 
the  numbers  proposed  therein  for  the  Military 
Establishment,  but  from  the  wording  of  it,  which 
contemplated  regiments — a  term  not  at  all  applica- 
ble to  the  present  system  of  organization,  which 
was  a  legionary  one) — then  the  way  would  be 
opened  for  him  to  offer  to  the  House  a  proposition 
which  he  held  in  his  hand  for  their  information. 
Mr.  D.  then  read  it  as  follows,  viz : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  present  Military  Establishment 
of  the  United  Slates  be  continued,  and  the  corps  com- 
posing the  same  completed  by  enlistments  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  three  years,  with  authority  to  the  Paa- 
BiDKNT  to  forbear  to  raise,  or  to  discharge  after  they 
•hall  be  raised,  such  part  thereof  as  future  eveats  shall 
in  hi<*  judgment  render  consistent  with  the  public  safe- 
ty, convenience,  and  economy." 

Afler  reading  it,  Mr.  Datton  remarked,  that  he 
bad  been  unfriendly  to  a  reduction  of  the  Estab- 
lishment when  the  subject  was  some  time  since 
under  discussion,  and  that  he  had  heard  nothing 
since  to  induce  him  to  alter  that  opinion ;  on  tbe 
contrary,  two  communications  from  different  quar- 
ters had  since  that  time  been  received,  which  very 
much  strengthened  it  He  alluded  to  a  letter  from 
<2eaeral  Wayne^  which  was  wmmnnicated  under 


conBdential  instruction,  but  which  was  doubl 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every  member  of 
Committee ;  and  to  a  Report  of  the  Secretary 
War,  made  in  consequence  of  a  late  request  of  th 
House  directed  to  the  Presideitt.  The  o^j- 
which  he  had  in  view  was  the  effectual  protectinr 
of  the  frontiers,  in  a  manner  the  least  inconveoitnt 
and  harassing  to  the  Militia,  and  the  most  econo> 
mical  to  the  United  States.  There  needed  no  proof, 
that  calls  for  the  services  of  the  militia  were  a1waT<| 
attended  with  great  embarrassment  to  our  fellow- 
citizens  who  composed  it,  and  with  a  wa<te  >( 
money  which  the  other  system  would  not  occasion. 
Mr.  D.  wished  to  ascertain  whether,  in  the  prestBt 
unsettled  state  of  affairs,  whilst  Britain  pos>(>^| 
our  posts,  and  the  Indians  remained  hostile,  it  i^atl 
the  sense  of  a  majority  that  the  Military  £stab!i^h• 
ment  ought  to  be  reduced. 

This  produced  a  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  Ni- 
cholas, Mr.  Datton,  Mr.  Ames,  and  Mr.  Madi- 
son, spoke.  The  latter  gentleman  seemed  rather 
favorable  to  reducing  than  augmenting  the  ram- 
ber  of  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  SlAtt^ 
He  alluded  to  the  report  of  the  treaty  f«id  to  he 
entered  into  between  this  country  and  Brits^n, 
from  which  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  Indian 
hostilities  on  the  Northwest  of  the  Ohio  wouii 
slacken. 

Mr.  Ames,  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
Nicholas,  thought  it  would  be  bad  economy  to 
reduce  the  number  of  troops,  which  might  tend  U 
prolong  tbe  war.  The  latter  gentleman  having 
referred  to  the  solicitude  of  Mr.  Ames  for  pajir;! 
off  the  Public  Debt,  which  he  considered  as  no: 
quite  consistent  with  his  present  desire  of  expend- 
ing so  much  money  on  a  Standing  Army,  Mr. 
Ames  replied,  that  he  believed  the  gentleman 
would  be  very  much  mortified  to  think  that  !« 
possessed  as  little  property  as  he  [Mr.  A]  did: 
that  a  report  had  been  industriously  circulated,  as 
if  the  possession  of  public  funds  had  an  influence 
in  that  House  on  the  votes  of  members;  and  tfaH 
foolish  calumny  had  been  disseminated  with  so 
much  industry  as  to  have  had  an  injurious  effect 
on  the  minds  of  the  public  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union,  and  had  much  influence  in  serving  tbe  ends 
of  some  people. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  that  it  would  be  improper  to 
diminish  the  preparations  for  war  on  account  of 
any  report  afloat  of  a  treaty  with  Britain ;  for  if 
there  was  such  a  treaty,  (which  was  not  yet  cer- 
tain,) nothing  could  be  counted  upon  it  till  ratified 
by  the  Government  here. 

The  Committee  rose,  after  disagreeing  to  the  re- 
port. The  Chairman  reported  progress^  and  tbe 
question  being  put,  the  House  also  disagreed  to  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Dayton  then  read  his  resolution  on  this 
subject  as  given  above,  and  which  was  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  February  8. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  manufacturers  of  paper, 
whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre> 
aeoted  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  u 
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ach  of  the  Revenae  Laws  of  the  United  States 
I  imposes  a  duty  on  rags  imported  from  foreign 
rantries  may  be  repealed;  or  that  sach  other 
easures  may  be  adopted  for  encoarafftng  the 
anufactare  of  pajier  within  the  United  States  as 
» the  wisdom  of  Coagrem  shall  seeiir  meet. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
\  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  Heister; 
lat  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
3rt  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
le  HouKe. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
le  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  aU 
»wance  of  drawback  on  part  of  the  cargo  of  the 
lip  Enterprise;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
I,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  wi th- 
at amendment. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
ead  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
rbom  was  re-committed  the  report  of  a  commit- 
ee  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  respect- 
n^  the  fortifications  of  the  United  States,  be  com- 
Dttted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
^riday  next. 

The  House  resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
be  Whole  House  on  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
ommittee  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  whether 
my,  and  what  alterations  ought  to  be  made  to  the 
let  imposing  duties  on  snuff  manufactured  within 
:he  United  States,  as  relates  to  an  immediate 
Uteratiou  of  the  mode  of  collecting  the  duties  on 
muff  manufactured  within  the  United  States; 
ind,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  a  resolution,  which  was  twice  read,  and 
^Ti^ed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Re$oleed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying 
daties  on  manufactured  snuff,  and  to  alter  the  mode 
of  imposing  the  said  duties,  by  imposing  the  same 
on  the  mortar. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  WiLLIAM  SMITH,  Mr.  NICHO- 
LAS, Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Ltman,  Mr.  Find- 
LKT,  Mr.  FITZSIMON9,  and  Mr.  Madison,  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said  resolu- 
tion. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  authonzing  the 
ntction  of  a  light-house  near  the  entrance  of 
Orargetown  harbor,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
iina;  aod,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  an  amendment,  ^which  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  with  the  amend- 
BttQt,  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  thiid  time. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
Uoired  States,  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Cliair. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Datton  was 
taken  up,  and  Mr.  Giles  proposed,  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  word  "  thi-ee"  from  the  re- 
solution, which  would  then  read  " years." 

^Ir.  Q,  introduced  his  amendment  with  some  re- 
B^lui  delivered  in  rather  a  low  tone  of  voice. 


Mr.  S.  Smith  had  often  been  surprised  at  the 
way  in  which  the  Constitution  was  introduced 
into  every  subject.  He  never  felt  that  surprise 
more  sensibly  than  he  did  now.  The  member  who 
spoke  last  had  discovered  that  the  raising  of  any 
army  for  the  term  of  three  years  was  disagreeable 
to  the  Constitution.  He  could  not  comprehend 
what  Mr.  Giles  would  be  at  He  was  against  a 
Standing  Army ;  he  was  against  a  Militia.  Mr. 
S.  could  not  conceive  what  kind  of  support  he 
would  give  the  Government.  Was  he  to  depend 
solely  on  the  virtue  of  the  people  ?  There  were 
vicious  characters  in  Amenca,  as  well  as  else- 
where. Mr.  S.  asked  if  we  are  never  to  learn  wis- 
dow  in  military  matters  P  When  General  Howe, 
with  thirty  thousand  men,  landed  at  Long-Iskind, 
the  Americans  raised  a  body  of  flying-camp  men, 
who  were  to  serve  only  for  six  months.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  a  great  number  of  valuable 
citusens  were  just  long  enough  in  the  service  to  be 
disgusted  with  it,  but  not  long  enough  to  learn  the 
miUtary  exercise  or  imbibe  military  feelings.  This 
short  enlistment  had  a  very  bad  effect  The  same 
practice  had  been  continued  since  that  time,  and 
had  always  produced  mischief.  Can  there  be  any 
bad  consequence  of  enlisting  these  men  for  three 
years,  when  we  can  have  them  at  the  same  ex« 
pense  of  bounty  as  if  they  were  only  for  two  years  P 
Whenever  a  gentleman*  is  at  a  loss  for  an  argu- 
ment, the  Constitution  is  brought  forward.  The 
result  would  be,  that  when  it  was  really  useful  to 
do  so,  the  reference  will  be  laughed  at  There 
had  been  six-months  men  in  the  Army  of  St  Clair 
whose  time  was  out,  and  who  had  left  him  just 
before  his  defeat  Men  had  been  enlisted  on  so 
short  a  date,  that  their  time  was  expired  before 
they  could  be  marched  to  the  camp. 

Mr.  Giles. — ^The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  last 
up  are  of  so  extraordinary  a  nature  as  to  demand 
a  reply.  Mr.  G.  had  not  pointed  out  any  obliga^ 
tion  on  the  House  by  the  Constitution  to  reject 
the  term  of  three  years.  He  never  had  been  against 
a  militia.  [Mr.  S.  Smith  here  said  that  the  gen- 
tleman had  said  he  was  against  any  military  force.] 
Mr.  Giles  denied  the  accuracy  of  his  several  quo- 
tations. He  was  a  friend  to  a  militia ;  he  cleaved 
to  a  militia.  How  it  came  to  be  imagined  that  he 
would  be  against  it,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive. 
There  was  a  privilege  in  that  House  which  Mr.  G. 
would  never  give  up  to  any  man,  and  that  was  the 
privilege  of  speaking  his  opinion.  He  thought 
two  Tears  a  long  enough  term ;  he  should  vote  for 
it.  If  the  men  were  wanted  after  that  for  a  longer 
term,  they  could  then  be  continued. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  for  the  longest  term.  It  was 
a  haixl  thing  to  call  out  the  militia  from  their 
work.  The  supporting  of  the  Army  would  be  the 
shortest  way  to  finish  the  war. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  itself  was  next 
called  for. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  said,  it  was  with  some  reluctance 
that  he  rose  on  this  question.  He  knew  that  on 
former  occasions  his  support  to  the  measures  for 
increasing  and  continiiing  the  Western  Apay  was 
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supposed  to  have  been  influeDced  by  the  situation 
of  the  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania.     He 
hoped  that  when  it  vras  considered  that  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Aimy  "was  near  six  hundred  miles 
below  Pittsburg,  and  that  this  was  the  nearest  post; 
and  when  it  was  also  considered  that  the  Indians 
of  the  Sandnskies,  who  harassed  the  frontiers  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  had  not  been  made  an 
object  of  offensive  operations,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  believed  that  he  was  not  influenced  in   his 
opinion  on   this  question  by  his  local  situation. 
He  went  into  a  retrospect.     The  first  offensive 
operation  (General  Harmar*s  expedition)  was  evi- 
dently undertaken  without  a  competent  know- 
ledge of  the  strength  and  temper  of  the  Indians, 
or  of  the  influence  by  which  they  were  supported ; 
consequently  it  increased  the  war.    The  expedi- 
tion of  General  St.  Clair  was  also  provided  for 
on  the  same  mistaken  policy ;  it  was  likewise  un- 
fortunate, and  the  Indians  became  more  formidable 
b^  greater  combinations.     These  inadequate  pro- 
visions for  the  Indian  war  cost  much  money,  and 
protracted  the  war.      These  losses  can  be  reim- 
Dursed,  but  the  abundant  loss  of  human  blood  can- 
not be  recovered  or  compensated ;  and  these  losses 
are  juatlv  chargeable  to  the  want  of  competent 
force  and  short  enlistments.     When  the  present 
Army  was  directed  to  be  organized,  the  number 
of  troops  as  prescribed. by  the  law  and  the  time  of 
Ber\ice  were  competent,  but  the  encouragement 
was  inadequate.    Mr.  F.  saw  the  consequences  of 
this  defect  at  the  time,  and  endeavored  to  have  the 
wages  raised;  but,  though  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives  had  voted  to  increase  the  encouragement  to 
the  Army  at  different  times,  it  failed  in  the  Senate. 
The  consequence  was,  that  the  number  prescribed 
by  law  was  never  completed.    But,  though  we  had 
no  more  troops  than  the  gentlemen  have  mentioned, 
that  circumstance  does  not  prove  that  the  force 
was  adequate.    The  reverse  is  rendered  evident  by 
undeniable  facts.     It  is  a  fact,  that  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers  could  not  be  combined  with  ofi'ensive 
operations,  as  was  originallv  intended;  nor  was 
the  Army  fit  to  carry  on  the  limited  operations 
without  a  very  expensive  aid  of  the  militia.    This 
aid  was  not  only  necessary  to  assist  in  the  most 
advanced  and  important  operations,  but  even  to 
guard  the  escorts  of  provisions.    The  attack  made 
upon  Major  Adair  with  mounted  volunteers,  which 
was  attended  with  the  loss  of  lives,  and  of  horses 
and  stores,  cannot  be  forgotten.    The  attack  of  the 
escort  with  wagons  and  stores  on  the  road,  and  the 
loss  of  several  brave  officers  and  privates,  and  also 
the  more  formidable  attack  upon  an  advanced  post, 
when,  though  the  post  was  supported,  the  cattle  and 
stores  were  taken  to  a  great  amount,  and  the  lives  of 
many  of  our  valuable  citizens  lost,  were  all  charge- 
able to  the  smallness  of  our  force.    But  it  is  said 
that  our  future  prospects  have  chansed  the  situ- 
tion  of  our  affairs  so  much,  as  to  render  a  smaller 
force  competent  to  the  object.  What  is  thischange ? 
General  Wayne  has  gained  one  victory,  but  is  this 
a  conquest  ?    Or  has  it  obtained  a  peace  ?    No.    It 
is  far  otherwise.    The  Indians  do  not  sue  for  peace, 
notwithstanding  all  our  pacific  endeavors  to  induce 
iham  to  i^ ;  and  emiMaxieB,  rendered  active  by  their 


personal  prejudices  against  us,  even  if  they  had  no 
superior  inducement,  are  as  active  in  irritating  the 
Indians  as  ever.  The  prospect  of  a  treaty  seemni 
to  be  considered  as  an  essential  change  of  &it na- 
tion ;  but  supposing  the  reports  of  this  to  be  well 
founded,  it  certainly  was  not  yet  confirmed  on  our 
part  We  did  not  even  know  the  terms ;  but,  from 
what  appeared,  the  relinquishment  of  the  posts  w<:» 
to  be  suspended  for  a  considerable  time,  and  ior 
the  accomplishment  of  this  we  had  only  a  promUe 
in  the  treaty,  and  we  had  this  before.  However, 
he  hoped  this  desirable  object  would  be  accom- 
plished, but  he  could  not  extend  his  hopes  beyond 
his  confidence ;  and  he  acknowledged  that  his  coa- 
fidence  was  not  perfect,  but  did  not  choose  to  ex- 
plain his  reasons ;  he  thought  it  was  not  neceasarv. 
Pretences  we  knew  could  easilv  be  found  to  evade 
the  fulfilment  of  a  treaty,  tie  said  that  many 
arguments  might  be  adduced  to  prove  the  propri- 
ety of  completing  the  Army  which  it  was  not 
convenient  to  explain.  Certainly  it  will  not  be 
pretended  that  the  Southwestern  Territory,  or 
even  Georgia,  do  not  stond  in  need  of  more  effi- 
cient assistance,  or  that  these  States  would  not 
have  been  better  protected  if  the  Army  had  been 
completed.  He  apprehended  that  the  conduct  and 
temper  of  the  Southern  Indians  did  not  justify  os 
in  lessening  our  force.  He  hoped  that  further 
offensive  operations  against  the  Western  Indians 
might  not  be  necessary,  but  he  thought  that  de- 
pended on  possessing  a  sufficient  force  either  for 
the  defence  of  the  posts,  or  ofi'ensive  operations,  as 
occasion  might  require. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  the  gentleman  had  laid 
down  wrong  premises,  and  thence  it  was  no  won- 
der if  he  had  made  wrong  conclusions.  He  had 
said  there  was  a  chain  of  gaiuisons  from  the  Ohio 
to  the  Lakes.  Now,  (said  Mr.  I).,)  there  is  no  such 
chain.  He  said  that  the  present  Army  had  dune 
the  business.  Now,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  the  Army  alooe 
did  not  do  the  business.  There  were  1800  monotcd 
volunteers  from  Kentucky,  four  or  five  hundred 
militia  in  Georgia,  and  several  independent  com- 
panies in  Pennsylvania;  so  that  altogether  the 
militia  were  as  numerous  as  the  regtuar  Army. 
The  gentleman  asks  the  object  of  members  vbo 
advocate  this  resolution.  It  was  expressed  yes- 
terday, llie  object  is,  an  economical,  effectoil 
defence  of  the  frontiers. 

Mr.  Madison,  after  aA  that  had  been  aaid,  was 
still  of  opinion  that  there  had  been  a  change  in  our 
situation,  and  so  there  might  be  a  possibility  tbtt 
a  reduction  was  proper.  By  the  arrangements 
made  in  this  session,  it  might  be  practicable  to 
reduce  the  numbers,  nominally,  and  yet  have  a  real 
augmentation,  because  the  new  regulations  would 
actually  bring  more  men  into  the  field. 

Mr.  Scott  said,  that  the  way  to  finish  the  war 
was  to  make  it  continue  offensive,  and  pursue  tbe 
Indians  from  one  place  to  another,  and  let  tbem 
know  they  should  have  no  rest  till  they  sued  for 
peace.  To  reduce  the  forces  back  to  a  defensive 
war  would  be  to  have  an  eternal  war,  and  be  tbe 
most  ruinous  thing  imaginable.  There  could  not 
be  a  more  wretched  policy,  in  his  opini<in.  Tbe 
rumor  of  an  intended  reduction  would  induce  otber 
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ribes  to  join  those  already  at  war  with  us.  The 
British,  who  had  blown  the  coal,  who  had  done 
rvery  ^hing  in  their  power  to  excite  the  Indians  to 
lostilities,  would  do  so  still.  It  should  be  remein- 
>ered,  that  though  the  Indians  had  been  defeated 
>7  General  Wayne,  the  House  were  in  possession 
>(  private  information,  that  the  British  had  at- 
vinpted  to  rally  them  for  another  attack;  and 
hough  British  influence  had  failed  for  one  time, 
:here  was  no  as<$u ranee  that  it  would  always  foil. 
A  great  deal  had  been  said  about  a  change  in  cir- 
irumstances :  Mr.  S.  thought  them  changed  for  the 
Forse.  The  ground  only  had  been  changed.  He 
iras  for  keeping^ up  the  Army  at  its  full  force.  The 
mounted  Toltiiiteers  from  Kentucky  had  cost  as 
much  to  the  public  in  four  months  as  an  equal 
number  of  regidar  troops  did  in  twelve  months. 
It  would  give  Mr.  S.  the  greatest  pain  if  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table  miscarried. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  explained  the  protection  which  he 
bad  said  should  be  afforded  to  the  frontiers,  not  to 
consist  in  scouting  parties  dispersed  all  over  the 
frontier.     He  believed  that  the  militia  were  fittest 
for  this  purpose.     He  only  meant  that  the  force 
should  be  such  as  to  overawe  the  Indians  where 
they  were  most  formidable,  and  to  carry  out  offen- 
sive operations  when  it  was  necessary.      With 
Kspect  to  the  amount  of  force  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  chain  of  posts  and  other  necessary 
purposes,  want  of  competent  knowledge  rendered 
ft  variety  of  opinions  unavoidable.    In  cases  where 
he  was  himself  a  competent  judge,  he  was  always 
against  asking  for  or  leaning  on  the  opinion  of  the 
Dxecutive.     If  the  question  was  about  the  wages 
of  the  Army,  he  thought  he  was  a  competent  judge ; 
bat  with  respect  to  the  number  of  troops  neces- 
sary for  objects  which  actually  existed,  or  proba- 
bly might  exist,  he  thought  himself  in  a  degree 
incompetent     He  said,  if  he  was  a  General  to 
command  an  Army,  he  would  not  undertake  it 
unless  he  judged  the  force  competent;  that  the 
Executive,  in  the  present  instance,  appeared  to  him 
in  the  same  point  of  view,  and  would  not  be  re- 
sponsible fur  the  consequences,  if  the  force  judged 
adequate  was  not  granted.     In  point  of  expense  or 
convenience,  he  thought  little  would  be  gained 
by  the  proposed  reduction.    It  would  not  lessen 
the  number  of  Qenerals,  or  of  the  Stafl^  nor  of  the 
stores  and  equipments  of  the  Army,  but  only  the 
pay  of  the  number  of  oflScers  and  privates,  which 
would  be  an  inconsiderable  saving  compared  with 
the  danger  of  wanting  a  su£Bcient  force.     He  knew 
the  PuEsiDEKT  wa»  i)Ot  hasty  in  filling  the  vacan- 
cies of  officers  where  the  privates  were  wanting ; 
therefore,  if  privates  could  not  be  got,  officers  would 
not  be  unnecessarily  appointed.     He  contemplated 
&  day,  not  far  hence,  when,  in  making  a  Peace 
Establishment,  a  beneficial  selection  would  be  made 
of  the  best  officers  for  that  service ;  that  if  the 
Army  was  reduced  now,  and  a  selection  of  officers 
made  for  the  remaining  regiment,  under  the  im- 
pression of  another  discrimination  shortly  to  take 
pUce,  it  would  probably  produce  fatal  discontents 
in  the  Army.    This,  he  thought,  ought  to  be  avoid- 
^  unless  it  became  absolutely  necessary. 
Mr.  RuTBXRFOBi)  said,  that  the  American  peo- 


ple had  an  insuperable  aversion  to  regular  military 
service.  He  did  not  mean,  that  when  there  was 
occasion  for  it,  they  were  unwilling  to  fight,  but 
that  they  were  averse  to  entering  into  regular  ser- 
vice for  a  terra  of  years.  It  was  next  to  impossible 
to  keep  men  who  enlisted  from  deserting :  they  al- 
ways ran  away  from  their  officers.  He  did  not  by 
this  mean  to  cast  any  reflection  on  the  Army  ;  ho 
had  long  been  a  military  man  himself,  and  that 
from  a  very  early  period,  and  had  the  highest  re» 
spect  for  the  profession.  He  was  understood  to  bo 
unfavorable  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HiLLHousB  thought  that  it  would  be  the  most 
unfortunate  thing  imaginable,  if  any  idea  were  to 
get  abroad  that  there  was  to  be  a  reduction  of  the 
force.  Even  though  there  should  be  none  in 
reality,  yet  the  appearance  of  a  reduction  might  bo 
mistaken,  and  produce  a  wrong  construction.  He 
had  no  scruple  in  leaving  the  aflfair  of  dismissing 
the  troops,  when  no  longer  wanted,  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Carnes  said,  Georgia  and  the  Southwest* 
em  Territory  have  a  frontier  of  at  least  eight  hun- 
dred miles  in  extent  The  number  of  troops  pro- 
posed in  the  resolution  is  entirely  inadequate  to 
the  defence  of  this  frontier  in  general.  We  have 
had  regulars  in  Qeorgia  for  several  years,  without 
the  State  receiving  any  benefit  whatever  from 
them.  There  is  an  antipathy  between  them  and 
the  regulars.  At  Fort  Mattocks,  (this  was  either 
the  name,  or  a  sound  very  like  it,)  an  officer  was 
applied  to  for  a  family  near  that  post,  and  whom 
the  Indians  were  preparing  to  murder.  He  an- 
swered, that  he  had  been  directed  by  his  superiors 
to  defend  the  ground  which  he  stood  upon.  He 
accordingly  called  in  his  men,  and  suffered  the 
people  to  be  murdered.  For  six  or  seven  years  we 
have  been  giving  the  Greeks  presents,  and  this 
always  makes  them  come  back  again,  as  soon  as 
their  presents  are  disposed  of,  in  order  to  commit 
fresh  murders ;  and  this  always  will  be  the  case. 
He  urged  a  declaration  of  war  against  them  as  the 
only  way  to  reduce  them  to  reason.  He  appealed 
to  gentlemen,  if  the  neglect  shown  by  Government 
to  the  safety  of  the  Southwestern  frontier  did  not 
amount  almost  to  a  disgrace  upon  (Government 
The  people  had  published  the  account  of  their  suf- 
ferings in  the  newspapers,  in  the  hopes  that  they 
would  reach  Congress,  and  induce  them  to  do 
something,  but  all  m  vain.  The  number  of  troops 
proposed,  said  Mr.  C,  is  not  by  one-twentieth  part 
equal  to  the  defence  of  your  frontier.  It  had  been 
said  on  this  floor,  that  the  troops  were  sent  to  the 
frontier  of  Georgia  to  protect  the  Indians  against 
the  white  people,  and  it  was  the  constant  theme 
that  the  latter  were  always  wronging  the  Indians. 
There  was  no  evidence  of  this  at  all ;  and  as  there 
could  be  none,  Mr.  C.  hoped  that  gentlemen  would 
become  more  cautious  in  making  such  assertions. 
They  do  not  care  what  kind  of  parade  you  make 
on  your  own  side  of  the  line,  even  with  an  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  if  you  please.  They  have 
said  so.  They  know  that  declarations  have  been 
made  of  the  garrisons  being  sent  to  protect  them 
against  the  whites,  and  as  long  as  they  think  so, 
there  will  never  be  any  peace.    Tou  may  give 
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them  presents,  and  make  treaties  with  them,  as 
long  as  you  please.  It  is  time  to  give  a  decided 
stroke  instead  of  soch  trifling.  Experience  is  the 
best  tutor  that  we  can  applj  to ;  and  if  we  look 
back  for  six  years,  we  shall  find  that  the  system 
of  making  presents  has  answered  no  good  purpose. 
As  to  the  charge  of  making  encroachments  on  the 
Indians,  Mr.  G.  knew  only  of  two  or  three  notori- 
ous characters  at  the  most  in  Georgia,  and  these 
were  mostly  traders.  People  in  general  were  per- 
fectly disposed  to  peace.  If  fire  and  sword  were 
once  or  twice  carried  into  the  Indian  towns,  and 
an  assurance  given  that  this  would  always  be  tiie 
case  in  future,  when  any  murders  were  committed, 
they  would  soon  learn  to  be  quiet 

Mr.  Murray  would  not  believe  this  Inormous 
story  of  an  American  ofBcer  permitting  a  family  to 
be  butchered  before  his  eyes,  unless  Mr.  G.  would 
say,  he  had  seen  it  hiiaaelf.  As  to  the  militia  of 
Georgia,  six  hundred  of  them  had  once  been  taken 
out  in  pursuit  of  a  party  of  Indians,  and,  after 
coming  on  their  trail,  refused  to  go  farther,  and 
went  home  again.  From  this,  Mr.  M.  infernal  the 
necessity  of-  having  regular  troops  in  the  State  to 
protect  it 

At,  Garnbs  rose  again.  He  said  that  the  story 
was  true.  He  was  not  present,  but  he  had  it  from 
an  acquaintance  in  the  militia,  on  whose  veracity 
he  could  entirely  depend.  He  could  produce  five 
or  six  affidavits  on  the  affair.  As  to  the  men  who 
returned  from  the  Indian  trail,  the  case  was  this. 
The  Governor  had  entered  into  a  correspondence 
with  the  Executive  at  Philadelphia,  and  it  having 
been  understood  that  the  marching  of  the  militia 
would  be  disagreeable  to  him,  they  were  recalled 
on  their  way  to  the  Indian  country. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  the  commanding  officer  in 
Georgia  was  a  particular  friend  of  his ;  and  the 
observations  of  Mr.  Garrbs  had  struck  deeply 
at  the  character  of  that  officer.  If  any  officer  had 
really  acted  so,  he  ought  to  have  been  disgraced. 
Mr.  S.  gave  a  high  character  of  the  commander  in 
Georgia,  Major  Geater,  and  read  a  letter  from 
that  gentleman,  which  tended  to  refute  the  asser- 
tions of  Mr.  Garnbs,  made  the  last  session,  relative 
to  the  defenceless  state  of  the  firontier.  The 
Major  said  that  the  member  from  Georgia  had  cer- 
tainly forgotten  many  things  that  he  said  in  Gon- 
gress,  as  well  as  many  promises  which  be  made 
when  in  Georgia.  Mr.  S.  said  that  Mr.  Garres 
had  certainly  not  foreseen  the  consequences  of 
such  a  chai^  The  Major  is  Kable  to  punish- 
ment In  his  letter,  he  says,  in  contradiction  to 
what  Mr.  Garnbs  asserts,  that  the  Indians,  for 
nine  months  past,  have  been  remarkably  peace- 
able, and  not  a  horse  has  been  stolen  since  the 
month  of  May.  Mr.  S.  designed  to  have  shown 
the  letter  to  Mr.  Garrbs  himself,  and  not  to  have 
made  it  public,  but  the  precipitation  with  which 
tho  gentleman  had  advanced  his  charge,  forced 
Mr.  S.  to  produce  it  in  defence  of  an  absent  and 
much  respected  fnend. 

Mr.  Garnbs  had  as  high  a  respect  for  Major 
Geater  as  the  gentleman  himself,  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  him,  and  on  amicable  terms.  He 
had  also  a  T«ry  high  opinion  of  the  officers,  and 


never  had  designed  to  make  an  attack  on  their 
characters.  He  considered  them  as  gentlemen 
who  knew  how  to  act  with  propriety  on  almo?it 
every  occasion,  perhaps  upon  all  occasioiis.  He 
inquired  the  date  of  the  letter  now  produced. 
Mr.  Smith  replied  that  it  was  dated  the  1st  of 
January  last  Mr.  G.  said,  that  when  he  went  to 
Georgia,  at  the  rising  of  the  last  session,  he  found 
that  Migor  Geater  had,  from  misapprehending 
him,  taken  amiss  something  which  be  had  said  on 
that  floor.  He  gave  him  an  explanatk>n,  and  the 
Mi^or  seemed  satisfied.  He  had  not  the  least 
idea  of  injuring  the  reputation  of  officers.  He 
did  not  carry  that  kind  of  malevolence  about 
him.  But  he  had  a  right  to  state  what  he  knew 
to  be  facts ;  and  for  one,  that  of  the  massacre  of  a 
(kmily,  though  they  were  so  near  the  fort,  that  he 
believed  the  garrison  might  have  seen  the  smoke 
of  their  chimneys.  He  did  not,  however,  say  that 
the  officer  in  the  fort  was  to  blame.  He  mi^ht 
have  potent  reasons  for  what  he  did,  though  Mr. 
G.  did  not  know  them,  and  had,  on  that  account, 
been  cautious  of  saying  any  thing  more  than 
merely  stating  the  fact,  and  this  he  apprehended 
that  he  iras  entitled  to  da  It  was  not  at  the  con- 
duct of  particular  persons  that  Mr.  G.  levelled  bis 
observations,  but  at  the  feeble  defensive  syistem 
which  they  were  enjoined  to  pursue.  He  con- 
cluded by  declaring,  that  he  had  a  high  opinion  of 
Major  Geater,  and  his  conduct  must  have  beeo 
misrepresented  to  that  gentleman  sincfe  they  were 
last  together,  or  he  would  not  have  written  the 
letter  in  question. 

The  question  was  now  called  for  and  taken,  and 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

JUioked,  That  the  present  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States  ought  to  be  continued, 
and  the  corps  composing  the  same  completed  by 
enlistments,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years, 
with  authority  to  the  Prbsidrnt  to  forbear  to 
raise,  or  to  discharge  after  they  shall  be  raised,  such 
part  thereof,  as  future  events  may,  in  his  judgment, 
render  consistent  with  public  safety,  convenience, 
and  economy. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Datto5, 
Mr.  Samukl  SHrrH,  and  Mr.  Jbrcmiab  Wadswokts, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 


Wednbsdat,  February  4. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorise  the  allowance  of 
drawback  on  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Enter- 
prise was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Shbrburnb,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  re-committed  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  ad  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  establish  tbt 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States,' "  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  or 
dered  to  be  committed  to  a  Gommittee  of  ths 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Gommittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  relative  to  the  com- 
pensation of  certain  officers  employed  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage;  awi, 
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after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
ro!w  and  reported  several  amendments  thereto; 
which  were  seyerally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  eng^rossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Trie  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presidskt  op  the  UiirrcD  States: 

€entUwen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the,  ffenue  of  Repretentativee : 
I  Iav  b«f«»n5  Coiigre!*«,  ftir  their  consideration,  a  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  State,  upon  the  subject  of 
Luan^,  which  is  extremely  interesting  and  urgent 

a.  WASHINGTON. 
Umitsd  States,  Ftbnuny  4,  1795. 

The  said  Message  and  Letter  were  read,  and 
referred  to  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Madison,  Mr. 
Baldwin,  Mr.  William  Smith,  and  Mr.  Giles, 
with  instruction  to  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  f  louse. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Heath,  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect committee  as  to  the  progress  made  in  settling 
the  accounts  of  balances  due  to  the  old  Govern- 
ment This  was  accordingly  done,  Mr.  Cobb  in 
the  Chair.     The  report  was  read. 

The  first  resolution  in  the  report  was,  that  far- 
ther and  more  adequate  provision  ought  to  be  made 
for  recovering  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Heath  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Sedgwick  thought  any  new  regulations  su- 
perfluous, as  every  precaution  had  been  taken  that 
could  be  taken. 

Mr.  Wadsworth,  in  the  discussion  of  this 
report,  said,  that  he  had  got  bus  own  accounts 
^Uh  the  United  States  settled,  and  to  be  sure  it 
was  much  better  that  the  thing  was  done,  but  he 
would  not  go  through  such  a  business  again  for 
twenty  times  the  balance  that  he  recovered. 
Many  people  had  in  despair  given  up  the  attempt 
The  resolutions  were  agreed  to  with  amend- 
ments, and  reported  to  the  House.  The  galleries 
were  then,  at  half  past  one  o'clock,  ordered  to  be 
cleared  for  reading  of  the  communications  from  the 
Pkbsident. 


Thuksdat,  February  6. 

An  engrossed  bill  relative  to  the  compensations 
of  certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
duties  of  impost  and  tonnage  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  memorial  of  Oliver  and  Thompson,  of  the 
town  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  mer- 
chants, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pray- 
ing that  certain  errors,  made  to  the  injury  of  the 
memorialists,  in  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  fif- 
teen boxes  of  Irish  linens  and  thirty  pipes  of  Ma- 
deira wine,  imported  into  the  United  States,  in  the 
yearn  1791  and  1792,  may  be  rectified. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
^^  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Hillhouse,  and  Mr. 
WuieATB ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 


of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon, to  the  House. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  Commitfee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Gibbs, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read.    Whereupon, 

Ruolua-,  That  the  Collector  for  the  port  of 
Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  be.  and 
he  hereby  is,  ii(uthorized  to  allow  to  George  Gibbs 
the  legal  drawback  on  certain  wines,  by  him  ex- 
ported, in  the  month  of  December,  1790,  in  the 
ship  Warren,  to  Calcutta :  Provided,  that  the  said 
George  Gibbs  shall  produce  all  the  other  testi- 
mony (excepting  the  oath  of  the  mate)  required 
respecting  drawbacks,  by  an  act  passed  the  4th  of 
August,  1790. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pm> 
suant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  continuing  in  force, 
for  a  limited  time,  an  act  passed  the  8d  of  April, 
1794,  entitled  **An  act  transferring,  for  a  limited 
time,  the.  jurisdiction  of  suits  and  offences  from 
the  District  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  assigning  certain  duties  in  respect  to 
invalid  pensioners,  to  the  Attorney  of  the  said 
District."  . 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Jere- 
miah SMfTH,  Mr.  Thatcher,  and  Mr.  Pbleo 
Wadsworth. 

A  memorial  of  the  sugar  refiners  in  the  town 
of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  a  revision 
of  the  excise  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that  so 
much  of  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  **  An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon 
snuff  and  refined  sugar,"  as  imposes  a  duty  on 
sugar  refined  within  the  United  States,  may  be 
repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  to  whom  is 
committed  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of 
the  Public  Debt 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  House 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  redu- 
cing the  National  Debt,  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly, Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Chair.  The  resolution  waa 
then  read. 

Mr.  S.  Smttr  said,  that  he  had  not  recollected 
before  the  House  resolved  itself,  that  he  had  in  his 
pocket  an  address  and  remonstrance  from  the  sugar 
refiners  of  Baltimore  to  submit  to  them.  The 
Committee,  on  this  account,  rose.  The  address 
was  then  presented  and  read  by  the  Clerk.  It 
stated,  in  pointed  terms,  the  oppressive  effects 
attending  the  excise  on  refined  sugar.  When  the 
address  had  been  read,  the  Committee  was  re- 
sumed. 

When  this  second  resolution  was  last  before 
Committee,  Mr.  S.  Smith  had  moved  to  strike 
the  resolution  out  of  the  report. 
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Mr.  F1TZSIMON8  believed  that  there  bad  only 
been  two  of  the  taxes  contained  in  the  resolution 
complained  of,  viz :  those  on  snuff  and  refined  su- 
gar. The  auctioneers  complained  not  of  the  tax, 
but  wanted  some  particulars  altered.  This  mieht 
be  done,  and  it  would  be  more  candid  to  confine 
the  motion  merely  to  those  parts  of  the  resolution 
which  had  caused  complaint 

Mr.  Heister  said,  that,  in  Pennsylvania,  the  tax 
on  auctioneers  had  never,  as  he  understood,  been 
carried  into  execution.  He  was  for  dividing  im- 
mediately on  the  motion  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  HiLLHouss  was  also  for  a  division  on  the 
question. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  anxious  that  the  nature  and 
extent  of  his  motion  might  be  understood.  He 
bad  moved  for  striking  out  these  taxes  for  the  pre- 
sent, not  to  prevent  the  execution,  but  to  suspend 
for  the  present  the  prolongation  of  an  act  which 
would  expire  in  the  end  of  the  session  of  1797. 
The  taxes  were  confessedly  experimental,  and 
another  year  would  enable  the  next  Congress  to 
decide  much  better  whether  they  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued, than  could  be  done  at  present  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  gentlemen  would  not  mistake  this 
motion,  as  if  it  went  to  an  absolute  negative  of 
these  taxes,  when  it  was  only  temporary  and  con- 
ditional, g 

Mr.  Paob  was  likewise  for  striking  out  the 
clause.  If  good,  at  the  end  of  the  former  term  it 
could  be  renewed.   But  let  the  experiment  be  made! 

Mr.  Sbdowick. — Mr.  Chairman,  the  principal 
question  involved  in  that  before  the  Committee  is, 
shall  permanent  provision  be  made  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Public  Debt  ?  As  subordinate  to  this, 
is  it  necessary  that  the  taxes  laid  last  session,  on 
loaf  sugar,  snuff,  carriages,  licences  for  retuling 
spirituous  liquors  and  sales  at  auction,  should  be 
continued?  The  great  subject,  then,  of  providing 
the  means  of  reducing  the  Debt,  is  necessarily  in- 
volved in  the  discussion.  If  it  shall  appear  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  establish  an  efBcient 
system  for  this  purpose,  and  if  it  shall  be  demon- 
strated that  these  taxes  are  indispensable  for  that 
end,  it  will  follow,  that  the  resolution  for  their  con- 
tinuance should  not  be  struck  out  until  an  adequate 
substitute  is  proposed. 

When  we  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  vari- 
ous stages  through  which  the  mass  of  Debt  had 
passed  previous  to  the  Funding  System ;  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  there  was  in  executing  that  busi- 
ness; the  agiutions  which  attended  it;  the  jea- 
lousies, suspicions,  and  animosities,  which  have  re- 
sulted from  it;  when  we  call  to  mind  the  disunion 
and  party  which  have  flowed  from  this  source; 
when  we  reflect  on  the  magnitude  of  our  Debt ; 
and  when  we  know  how  anxious  our  constituents 
are  to  have  it  put  in  a  train  of  reduction,  we  must 
conclude,  that  we  ought  assiduously  to  seek  the 
means  of  effecting  it 

The  history  of  Public  Debts  is  a  very  curious 
and  instructive  one.  The  facility  with  which 
they  are  increased,  and  the  difficulty  of  reducing 
them,  should  form  an  useful  lesson  for  American 
legislators. 

When  we  compare  our   own  Debt  with  the 


moVe  enormous  ones  of  some  other  ooantries,  we 
are  apt  to  console  ourselves  with  its  comparative 
small ness.  I  had  intended  to  have  given  the  his- 
tory of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  British  Debt5» 
but  when  I  reflect  that  it  is  a  subject  which  \s 
known  to  every  gentleman,  and  most  hmve  been 
considered  by  them,  I  dare  not  trespass  on  the 
patience  of  the  Committee.  I  will  only  take  the 
liberty  to  observe,  that,  in  the  year  1697,  when 
there  were  more  anxious  forebodings  of  ruin  frura 
that  source  than  perhaps  at  any  period  since,  the 
Debt  of  that  country  was  comparatively  less  than 
ours  is  now.  Had  the  Government  then,  in  ear- 
nest, attempted  a  reduction,  it  might  have  been 
effectually  done,  with  less  annual  revenue  than  is 
now  required,  in  time  of  peace,  for  their  ordinary 
expenditure. 

Whenever  a  provision  for  the  Public  Credit 
shall  be  beyond  the  public  faculties,  confusion  and 
ruin  must  be  the  consequence.  That  cause  has  de- 
stroyed the  strongest  Government  in  Europe^ 
This  we  all  hope  will  prove  a  blessing.  The  same 
event  here  would  blast  the  best  hopes  of  the  lovers 
of  mankind. 

Among  all  the. causes  which  have  operated  to 
prevent  the  reduction  of  Public  Debts,  none  has 
been  more  influential  than  that  of  diverting  reve- 
nues appropriated  to  that  purpose  to  other  objects. 
If  our  appropriations,  of  this  kind,  shall  be  vio> 
lated,  we  may  despair  of  our  country  being  ever 
discharged  of  its  load  of  Debts.     To  secure  us 
against  this  evil,  provision  must  be  made,  concomi- 
tantly with  a  Sinking  Fund,  for  the  other  necessary 
expenses  of  Government,  and  also  an  allowance 
made  for  those  unforeseen  and  contingent  deniantis 
which  cannot  be  computed,  but  which  will  always 
occur.     Otherwise,   we  may  be    assured,   units 
America  is  to  be  exempted  from  the  evils  which 
have  afflicted  other  countries,  that  our  intenticm, 
however  patriotic,  will  be  defeated  by  a  diversion 
of  our  permanent  appropriations  to   temporary 
purposes.     Our  legislators  may  feel  interested  ia 
the  continuance  of  the  Debt ;  they   may  want 
energy  of  character ;  they  may  be  indolent ;  they 
may  meanly  dread  a  loss  of  popularity,  from  iin- 
posing  necessary  burdens,  or  all  these  may  com- 
bine to  form  a  precedent,  which,  when  once  estab- 
lished, we  may  bid  adieu  to  hope. 

This  debate,  if  not  productive  of  the  effects 
originally  designed,  will  certainly  disclose  to  our 
constituents  many  things  important,  at  least  usefal 
to  be  known.  I  most  ardently  hope  that  my 
wishes  and  expectations  may  not  be  disappointed, 
that  no  man  observing  on  a  contradiction  of  cha- 
racter and  conduct,  may  justly  use  language  such 
as  this :  Strange  to  behold !  We  see  the  men 
who  have  been  represented  as  the  friends  of  ari4o- 
cracy,  the  men  who  had  erected  a  Debt  as  the 
means,  who  rendered  it  irredeemable,  that  it  might 
be  perpetuated  as  the  instrument  of  power  and 
influence;  these  men  we  see  striving,  with  all 
their  might,  and  straining  every  nci-ve,  for  tb« 
adoption  of  an  efficient  system,  for  the  gradual 
reduction  and  ultimate  destruction  of  this  monster 
of  iniquity ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  not  less  un- 
expected, we  perceive  the  friends  of  the  people, 
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A  tbej  have  called  themselves,  the  men  who  had 
airly  discovered  that  every  political  evil  was 
Calking  in  the  background  of  the  frightful  pic- 
ure,  which  they  had  made  of  thp  Funding  System ; 
hese  men  we  behold,  formed  in  solid  columns,  to 
iefend  this  hoteful  spectre  against  the  assaults  of 
he  knights  of  the  Funding  System. 

The  man  who,  twelve  months  since,  would 
lave  dared  to  prophecy  that  a  trifling  tax  on  loaf 
iugar,  snufT,  and  carriages,  would  have  been  put 
n  competition  with  a  reduction  of  our  debts, 
irould,  without  hesitation,  have  been  pronounced 
either  contemptibly  weak  or  detestably  wicked. 

I  did  not  think,  at  the  commencement  of  our 
deliberations,  it  could  have  been  necessary  to  have 
urged  reasons  for  the  reduction  of  the  Debt  But 
the  debate  has  taken  a  turn  so  new  and  unexpect- 
ed, that  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  stating  some  of 
the  reasons  which  have  struck  my  mind  with  the 
greatest  force,  why  we  should  honestly  unite  in 
the  attempt.  Some  of  those  reasons  are  general, 
and  apply  to  all  Governments ;  some  are  more  pe- 
culiarly applicable  to  the  circumstances  of  this 
country. 

1st  A  Debt,  as  an  embarrassment  to  the  facul- 
ties of  a  country,  is  an  evil.  To  this  there  are,  at 
some  times,  and  in  some  countries,  causes  which 
counteract  this  evil,  perhaps,  in  some  instances, 
•verbalance  it;  but  I  am  oon6dent  those  causes 
do  not  here  operate  to  an  extent  which  should  in* 
duce  us,  for  a  moment,  to  suspend  our  efforts  to 
reduce  the  Debt 

2d.  A  very  cogent  reason,  and  one  which  will 
influence  every  true  patriot  is,  that  our  Debt  has 
been  made  a  principal  and  ostensibly  almost  the 
only  source  of  party.  No  man,  then,  who  wishes 
a  union  of  councils,  a  fraternity  of  sentiments,  will 
seek  for  plausible  reasons  to  defeat  this  important 
measure. 

3d.  The  experience  of  other  countries  has  de- 
monstrated a  general  disinclination  in  Oovern- 
ments  to  liberate  the  pledged  funds  of  the  com- 
munity. Every  extraordinary  demand  accumu- 
lates, of  course,  the  Debt,  and  in  the  end  must 
prove  ruinous.  It  will  be  vain  for  us  to  pro- 
fess ourselves  the  friends  of  Republican  Govern- 
ment, and  admirers  of  our  political  institutions,  if 
we  are  not,  by  the  examples  of  others,  warned 
against  this  evil. 

4th.  A  great  portion  of  our  Debt  is  owned  by  fo- 
reigners, and  from  the  value  of  capital  here,  com- 
pared with  other  countries,  we  have  reason  to  fear 
the  evil  will  increase.  It  roust  be  unnecessary  to 
dwell  on  the  impoverishing  effects  of  a  continued 
drain  of  specie  from  the  cnmmunity. 

5th.  The  proposed  measure  will,  in  my  opinion, 
beyond  any  expedient  which  could  be  devised,  tend 
to  fix  the  market  price  of  our  six  per  cent  stock  at 
par.  This  would  make  that  species  of  Debt  less  a 
subject,  and  more  an  instrument  of  commerce ;  and 
instead  of  acquiring  it  would  supply  the  place  of 
capital ;  and  it  would  also  enable  the  Government 
to  employ  beneficially  our  surplus  of  revenues  in 
purchases  in  the  market.  ?  1 

6th.  There  are  considerations  peculiarly  weighty 
^  the  present  moment,  which  should  stimulate  us 


to  the  attempt  to  unshackle  our  faculties  by  a 
diminution  of  the  Debt  Because,  whatever  our 
exigencies  may  be,  we  may  be  compelled  to  rely 
on  our  ordinary  resources,  without  much  aid  tVom 
borrowing;  for,  from  the  smallness  and  value  of 
capital  here,  we  ought  not  to  rely  on  domestic 
Loans ;  and  the  uncertain  issue  of  the  troubles  in 
Europe,  would  prove  it  madness  to  depend  on 
foreign  aid. 

7th.  We  ought  to  prepare  to  face  the  Deferred 
Debt;  that  we  may  not  at  once  be  compelled  to 
impose  too  great  an  additional  burden  on  our  con- 
stituents. The  Deferred  Debt,  when  the  whole 
shall  be  taken  in,  will  probably  amount  to  about 
15,000,000  of  dollars,  and  the  annual  interest  to 
about  900,000.    This  is  no  trifling  sum. 

I  suppose  I  shall  be  told  that  this  reasoning  is 
quite  superfluous,  that  all  will  concur  in  an  inten- 
tion of  creating  an  eflScient  Sinking  Fund.  We 
are  indeed  told,  "  be  ve  fed  and  be  ye  clothed," 
but  I  ask  where  are  tte  food  and  raiment?  We 
will  appropriate,  but  where  are  the  funds?  A  per- 
manent provision  by  temporary  or  periodical  grants 
is  in  itself  a  contradiction.  For  a  (jk)vemment  to 
appropriate  money  without  funds,  is  Macious  and 
absurd. 

It  is  proposed  by  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have 
the  honor  to  concur,  to  create  a  fund  adequate  to 
the  payment  of  eight  per  cent  on  the  six  per  cent 
Debts ;  to  pay,  as  they  accrue,  the  instalments  of 
foreign  Debt  and  of  the  Loan  made  of  the  Hank ; 
to  provide  the  means  of  speedily  discharging  the 
Loan  of  a  million  of  dollars,  authorized  the  last 
session  for  the  purpose  of  foreign  intercourse,  and 
to  aid  the  present  Sinking  Fund,  if  in  oqr  power, 
by  applying  annually  all  the  surplus  of  revenues 
beyond  our  annual  wants. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  all  the  calculations  made 
by  gentlemen  opposed  to  continuing  the  taxes  laid 
the  last  session,  reference  has  been  had  only  to 
the  eight  per  cent  redeemable  by  the  terms  of  the 
contract  The  first  observation  which  occurs  here 
is,  that  if  gentlemen  do  not  wish  to  exert  the  pub- 
lic faculties  beyond  that  point,  there  seems  to  ex- 
ist no  foundation  for  the  complaint  so  loudly  and 
so  often  repeated  of  the  irredeemability  of  the 
Debt  For  how  can  a  prohibition  to  do  a  thing, 
which  you  have  no  inclination  to  perform,  be  con- 
sidered as  a  grievance  ? 

In  these  calculations,  no  allowance  whatever  is 
made  for  those  unforeseen  events  to  which  all  hu- 
man affairs  are  liable.  I  will,  at  least  for  the  pre- 
sent, waive  this  objection.  I  put  out  of  the  ques- 
tion the  omission  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  of  that  due 
to  the  Bank,  and  of  the  Loan  which  I  have  men- 
tioned. I  will,  too,  suppose  the  calculations  to  be 
just  We  shall  then  be  furnished  with  the  means 
of  paying  $600,000,  commencing  the  first  payment 
the  beginning  of  the  next  year.  We  shall  then 
have  made  five  annual  payments  before  we  are  to 
meet  the  demand  accruing  from  the  Deferred 
Debt  This  will  amount  to  $8,000,000;  and  we 
shall,  of  course,  have  liberated  an  annuity  equal  to 
$180,000.  This  will  not,  however,  enable  us  to 
face  that  additional  demand;  for  I  have  already 
shown,  that  the  annual  intefest  of  that  will  amount 
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to  about  $900,000.  So  far,  then,  at  that  time,  from 
being  in  a  capacitj  to  continue  the  operation  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  aiddiUonal  taxes  will  be  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  enable  you  to  fulfil  the  public 
engagements. 

Will  gentlemen  permit  me  to  request  them  to 
compare  the  benefit  to  be  expected  from  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Debt,  with  the  inconvenience  of  con- 
tinuing the  proposed  taxes?  Respecting  the  first, 
I  believe  it  to  be  the  greatest  benefit  the  Legisla- 
ture caa  confer  on  their  constituent&  It  is,  of 
course,  the  first  duty  which  they  owe  them,  and 
the  thing,  by  them,  of  all  others  most  desired. 
It  is  not,  however,  I  agree,  to  be  effected  by  taxes 
unequal  and  oppressive.  The  subjects  of  the 
taxes  are  princi|ially,  all  must  allow,  articles  of 
luxury.  The  taxes  are  certain,  cheap  in  the  col- 
lection, and  do  not  increase  the  number  of  officers. 
There  will  be  no  distress  of  individuals  in  enforc- 
ing the  collection,  nor  are  any  of  the  means  used 
made  use  of  for  that  purpose  hostile  to  liberty. 
These  circumstanoes  aeem  to  recommend  them  to 
the  iavorable  attention  of  the  Legislature.  Yet 
to  these  taxes  objections  are  made,  as  there  cer- 
tainly would  be  to  any  other,  where  self-interest  is 
immediately  concerned. 

There  is  a  very  obvious  reason  why  the  manu- 
factures of  sugar  are  better  defended  than  those 
of  snutf  and  the  other  taxes.  It  is  said,  "  that  the 
tax  on  loaf  sugar  has  not  as  yet  the  test  of  expe- 
rience.'* This  is  equally  true  of  every  other  spe- 
cies of  tax  which  may  be  substituted,  except  only 
direct  tax«%  of  which  I  shall  say  a  few  words  be- 
fore I  sit  down.  *'It  is  an  American  manufac- 
ture," it  is  true ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  the  raanu- 
lacture  is  so  protected  that  the  manufacturer  has 
a  complete  monopoly ;  and,  of  course,  if  there  is 
any  truth  in  political  calculations,  the  consumer 
must  pay  the  tax.  It  is  also  true  that,  if  you  con- 
tinue the  protecting  duties,  and  do  not  continue 
the  tax,  you  give  to  the  manufacturer  a  bounty 
equal  to  those  duties,  which,  to  the  same  amount, 
is  a  char^  on  the  community.  If  you  do  not 
continue  the  protecting  duties  there  is,  of  course, 
a  further  de&lcatiou  of  revenue.  **  The  tax  will 
prevent  the  use  of  the  article.**  Is  there  a  man 
in  the  least  d^ree  acquainted  with  the  subject 
who  can  for  a  moment  believe  that  two  cents 
a  pound  on  loaf  sugar  can,  in  a  single  instance, 
affect  the  consumption.  But,  to  conclude:  It  is 
said,  **  that  the  tax  has  already  injured  the  manu- 
facturer.** I  am  willing  to  admit  that,  at  the  com- 
mencement and  termination  of  every  tax  on  a  ma- 
nufacture, and,  perhaps  on  any  other  specific  arti- 
cle, some  inconvenience  and  embarrassment  will 
be  experienced,  which  will,  however,  by  its  conti- 
nuance, as  certainly  be  overcome  as  that  an  unagi- 
tated  fluid  will  find  its  level 

But  let  it  bo  granted  that  neither  sugar,  snuS^ 
nor  carriages,  may,  on  experience,  appear  to  be 
proper  subjects  of  taxation ;  it  cannot  be  a  con- 
clusive objection  against  the  measure,  for,  by  the 
terras  of  the  resolution,  these  taxes  are  subject  to 
repeal  by  the  substitution  of  others ;  and,  when- 
ever the  meditated  evils  shall  appear,  the  Legisla- 
ture will  apply  the  remedy. 


It  is  said  to  be  an  illiberal  and  unfoooded  jea- 
lousy to  suspect  gentlemen  of  insincerity.  I  meaa 
not  to  make  the  charge.  Let  (acts,  however,  speak 
for  themselves.  Have  the  gentlemen  in  the  Op- 
position, however  clamorous  against  otber^  ever 
proposed  a  system  of  their  own?  Do  they  now 
offer  any  substitute  ?  Till  the  session  before  the 
last  we  neither  sufficiently  knew  the  wants  nor 
the  resources  of  our  country  to  make  an  experi- 
ment The  House  was  then  necessarily  diverted 
from  the  consideration  of  a  plan  before  theiD  by 
the  intervention  of  a  subjt^t  equally  interesting 
to  the  quiet  of  the  community  and  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  a  very  meritorious  officer.  All  Femember 
the  interesting  subjects  which  exclusively  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  the  Legislature  at  the  last 
session. 

The  subject  is  now  introduced.  There  was 
every  reason  to  expect  a  united  exertion  for  the 
accomplishment  of  this  desirable  object  Honor 
and  character,  independently  (^  patriotism,  it  was 
foreseen  would  give  union  and  energy  to  the 
friends  of  the  Funding  System.  It  was  bopei 
that  other  motives  would  not  be  less  operative 
with  those  who  were  its  enemies.  It  is  now  said, 
**  this  is  not  the  proper  time,  the  business  may  as 
well  be  done  at  the  next  session.**  I  ask  gentle- 
men why  not  as  well  at  the  present  ?  If  honor, 
the  good  wishes  and  blessings  of  the  people,  will 
attend  the  authors  of  the  measure,  I  invite  gentle- 
men to  accept  them.  If  toils  are  to  await  the  exe- 
cution, I  beseech  them  to  encounter  the  honorable 
ta»k.  Why  leave  the  glory  to  our  saccessors? 
May  not  they,  for  the  same  reason,  leave  it  to 
theirs?  This  disposition  for  postponement  and 
leaving  till  **  to-morrow,  and  to-morrow,  and  to- 
morrow,** things  which  roi^ht  as  well  be  done  tv 
day,  has  been  the  cause  why  public  debts  have 
been  ruinously  entailed  on  other  countries. 

It  is  said  that  loaf  sugar,  snuff,  carriages,  k^ 
are  not  proper  subjects?  What,  then,  shall  «re 
substitute?  It  is  said  *' direct  taxes."  Have  they 
not  already  been  tried  and  rejected?  Have  not 
these  been  approved  for  purposes  not  more  im- 
portant than  those  now  proposed?  Is  there  not 
an  evidence  of  insincerity  in  proposing  rejected 
taxes  as  a  substitute  for  those  which  have  been 
adopted?  Does  not  every  gentleman  know  thtt 
the  proposed  substitute  is  inadmissible  ?  But,  if 
gentlemen  are  in  earnest,  why  bring  they  nut  for- 
ward their  proposed  scheme  of  direct  taxes  as  the 
means  of  reducing  the  Debt?  If  the  Debt  is  what 
they  have  constantly  represented  it,  is  it  not  a  duty 
incumbent  on  them  equally  with  their  brethren  to 
attempt  its  reduction  ? 

A  gentleman  [Mr.  Findlst]  has  said,  that,  by 
the  act  imposing  the  temporary  taxes,  the  faith  ot 
Government  is  pledged  against  their  being  conti- 
nued. Why,  then,  continue  the  additional  im- 
post, to  which  he  has  assented,  which  was  equally 
temporary  in  its  creation?  But  can  the  gentle- 
man be  serious  in  this  ?  Does  the  imposition  of  a 
land  tax  one  year  pledge  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  it  shall  not  be  continued  the  next  ?  1 
have  understood  this  gentleman  to  say  that  such 
taxes  as  those  under '  consideratioD  were  to  be 
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»de  temporary  by  way  of  experiment  Bat  the 
lentleman  has  discovered  that  the  Government  can 
erive  no  bene6t  from  the  experiment  without  a 
iobtion  of  its  fiiith.  This  consequence  then  fol- 
}WS  that  no  article  of  manufacture,  no  specific  ar- 
icle,  can  be  rendered  a  source  of  permanent  reve- 
ue.  This  at  least  is  a  new  discovery. 
One  gentleman  [Mr.  McDowell]  has  proposed 
nother  substitute,  taxing  the  Debt  itself.  I  will, 
a  answer  to  thiis  only  observe,  that  this  would  be 
Eideed  a  Sinking  Fund. 

I  cinnot  help  observing  what  has  been  often  re- 
leated  here,  that  the  Government  ought  not  to  re- 
lofle  itself  on  imposts  and  tonnage  alone,  because 
I  in  a  resource  which  war  would  annihilate,  and  be> 
.nase  ifc'is  putting  t^e  patriotism  of  the  merchant  to 
00  severe  a  trial. 

The  arrangement  of  our  Treasury  Departments, 
0  my  mind,  evinces  great  wisdom  and  political 
iiacernment  It  is  thereby  not  only  competent  to 
he  Secretary,  bat  made  bis  duty,  from  time  to  time, 
;o  report  **  plans**  for  the  improvement  of  the  reve- 
lae  and  the  orderly  administration  of  the  finances. 
That  officer,  in  the  discharge  of  this  important 
iuty,  has  laid  before  the  Legislature  an  able  and 
comprehensive  system,  embracing  the  particular 
subject  now  before  us. 

The  statement  which  he  exhibits  respecting  the 
revenoe,  does  not,  as  others  with  which  we  have 
been  favored  do,  entirely  omit  the  important  arti- 
cles uf  foreign  debt,  that  due  to  the  JBank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  considentble  loan,  autho« 
rized  by  the  act  of  the  last  session,  of  $1,000,000, 
for  purposes  of  foreign  intercourse.  To  leave  the 
two  fiixt  items  unprovided  for  would  at  once  sa- 
crifice the  national  interest  and  violate  the  public 
£uih. 

To  leave  the  last  without  effectual  means  of 
speedy  payment,  would  be,  in  time  of  peace  and 
unexampled  prosperity,  to  increase  the  National 
Debt  The  palpable  omissions  and  mistakes  wliich 
have  been  made  in  all  our  calculations,  should  in- 
duce as  to  hesitate  whether  more  respect  is  not  due 
than  has  lately  beeu  paid  to  ofiicial  information  and 
responsibility. 

I  have  very  great  confidence  in  the  gentleman 
who  wae  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
peoL  His  talents  are  acknowledged  by  all ;  his 
integrity  is,  I  believe,  incorruptible,  and  his  in- 
duMtry  indefatigable.  Hitherto,  he  has  nev«r  de- 
eeived  as,  and  he  can  now  have  no  possible  motive 
to  do  it.  Added  to  these  considerations,  be  is  re- 
Bpon^iible,  not  only  iu  this  country,  but  abroad,  by 
h>!i  reputation  and  well-earned  fame,  dearer  than 
Hfe,  not  to  mislead ;  and,  besidea,  he  has  the  best 
means  of  accurate  calculation ;  and,  what  I  aup- 
?o^  will  be  allowed  as  an  additional  reason  fur 
(^iifidence,  is,  that  he  is  not  now  devising  means 
of  official  or  personal  power  and  influence,  being, 
At  the  time  he  made  his  report,  about  to  retire  vo- 
iaiitarily  and  to  mix  with  the  mass  of  the  people. 
'f«on  the  one  hand,  however,  it  will  not  be  ex- 
Acted  of  any  to  receive  conclusively  the  state- 
ments and  deductions  of  the  Secretary,  on  the 
otlier,  candor   will   compel    those    who    reject, 

^  disprove  them.    For  myself,  I  ahaU  aasomo  it 


as  a  fact  that  hts  statements  are  juat,  and  afford  the 
only  means  of  accurate  calculation. 

To  secure  the  important  purposes  of  reducing 
our  debts,  preserving  inviolably  the   public  en* 

Sigementa,  and  providing  the  means  of  facing  the 
eferred  Debt,  without  oeing  compelled  to  extra- 
ordinary exertions  at  that  time,  it  will,  according 
to  the  oeoretary*s  report,  be  neoeaaary  to  continue 
all  the  existing  taxes.  The  surplus  beyond  the 
known  objects  acknowledged  as  necessary  to  be 
provided  for,  amounts  to  no  more  Cspeaking  in 
round  numbers)  than  $140,000— -a  sum  certainly 
not  too  large  to  answer  those  contingent  and  un« 
foreseen  demands  for  which  all  Govemmenta,  in 
establishing  permanent  systems  of  this  kind,  ought 
to  provide. 

As  the  Secretary  proposes  the  taxes  of  last  aeasion 
shall  be  appropriated  to  temporary  purposes,  it  may 
be  asked,  why  they  should  now  be  continued  until 
the  year  1801 !  To  this  I  answer,  lat  Because  we 
have  now  evklence  that  they  will,  according  to 
the  existing  state  of  things,  be  necessary.  3d.  Be* 
cause  that,  unless  temporary  objects  of  necessary 
expense  are  provided  for,  there  will  be  danger 
that  the  permanent  appropriations  will  be  viokt- 
ed.  3d.  Because  a  conflict  of  interests,  passions, 
and  theories,  renders  it,  as  our  experience  has  de- 
monstrated, extremely  laborious  and  difficult  to 
impose  any  tax,  and,  from  its  prolonging  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature,  expensive  to  our  constitu- 
ents. And,  4th.  Because,  as  upon  another  occa- 
sion, I  hare  undertaken  to  show  there  are  real 
embarrassments  at  the  eomoMBcemeot  and  termi- 
nation of  all  taxes  on  specifio  articles,  which  sre 
overcome  by  their  continuanee.  To  this  it  may 
be  added,  thlit  should  it  fortunately  happen  that  we 
should  not  be  able  to  lessen  our  expenses,  we  shall, 
in  the  same  propurUon,  reduce  our  Debt  This,  I 
hope,  no  miio  will  consider  as  an  evil. 

Mr.  Ltman  objected  to  the  gentleman  who  was 
last  up,  speaking  as  if  tlie  report  before  the  Com- 
mittee was  the  peculiar  property  of  himself  and  a 
p.irt  of  the  members.  The  report  and  estimates 
were  made  at  the  desire  of  the  whole  House.  He 
stated  a  variety  of  objections  which  had  been 
made  to  the  taxes  specitied  in  the  resolution,  and 
to  go  to  discontinue  them  now,  before  their  effi'cta 
were  thoroughly  known,  would,  in  his  opinion,  be 
highlv  improper.  Among  other  observations  that 
hM  been  used  on  tlus  subject,  be  oljecled  to  the 
expression  that  voting  or  nsf using  to  vote  for  the 
immediate  continuance  of  these  taxes,  would  be  a 
test  of  cbaractMr. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  he  would  state  what 
the  question  really  is.  For  two  years  longer  yon 
have  these  taxes  to  do  evury  thing  with  which 
the  gentleman  proposes.  Wi^en^  then,  is  the  ne- 
cessity, where  is  the  propriety,  of  continuing  them 
just  now?  The  gentlemen  from  Virginia  who 
are  opposed  to  this  clause,  act  from  the  most  dis- 
interested motives.  No  country  depends  more 
upon  importation  than  tlieirs,  and  yet  they  never 
complained  of  imposts.  They  com  plan  not  of 
taxes  the  most  burdensome  to  themselves.  The 
reason  why  the  refiners  of  sugar  complain  is  be- 
I  eanaethey  aay  the  tax  oppreaaea  thtm;  and  the  sola 
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reason  why  gentlemen  support  this  opposition  is, 
because  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  complaint  of 
the  manufacturers  is  well  founded.  It  was  a  ri- 
diculous inference  to  allege  that  the  Virginians 
are  averse  to  taxation.  Mr.  N.  was  informed  that 
the  British  never  had  imposed  any  tax  of  this 
nature  on  the  refining  of  sugar.  Mr.  N.  had  no  con* 
eern  with  the  taxes  of  anuff  and  sugar  personally, 
for,  of  the  one,  be  took  very  little,  and  of  the 
other  none  at  aM.  As  to  the  auction  tax,  it  never 
had  been  brought  to  operate  in  Virginia.  No  per- 
son qi^lified  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  last 
session.  A  great  part  of  the  speech  of  Mr.  N.  con- 
sisted of  calculationa  on  the  present  state  of  the 
finances. 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that  a  bystander  would 
imagine  that  there  was  a  proposal  for  repealing  a 
tax.  There  is  no  such  thing.  It  is  merely  against 
the  present  continuance  of  an  old  one,  after  the 
term  for  which  it  was  voted,  and  of  which  two 
years  are  yet  unexpired.  With  all  this  warmth 
and  agitation,  if  wo  vote  in  the  affimative,  we 
shall  not  add  one  cent  to  the  existing  revenue  of 
the  Union;  and,  if  we  vote  in  the  negative,  we 
shall  not  take  one  cent  from  that  revenue.  But 
if  you  once  include  the  taxes  before  the  Commit- 
tee in  a  perpetual  system  of  taxes,  you  give  to  the 
Senate  exactly  the  same  power  which  you  now 
have  of  negativing  an  appeal,  and  the  President  also 
baa  a  second  negative ;  so  that  each  of  these  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature  receives  equal  power 
with  yourselves,  for  both  can  negative  a  repeal. 
Mr.  G.  said,  that  to  one  of  the  taxes  in  the  reso- 
lution he  had  an  objection,  though  he  believed  it 
one  of  the  least  unpopular  of  the  whole.  This 
was  the  tax  on  carriages.  He  had  always  been 
against  it  Gentlemen  had  spoken  of  call- 
ing into  exertion  the  great  revenue  faculties  of 
this  country.  He  could  not  imagine  that  a  few 
petty  excises  were  to  be  called  the  great  revenue 
faculties,  nor  did  he  (*ver  think  that  such  taxes 
would  promote  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt. 
Some  great  and  general  effort  must  be  made.  He 
thought  that  the  present  question  might  have  been 
contracted  into'  a  very  narrow  compass,  and  that 
there  had  been  no  occasion  for  so  many  diffusive 
remarks  on  it 

Mr.  W.  Smith  observed,  that  though  the  two 
principal  objections  to  the  report,  when  last  under 
consideration,  were  quite  opposite  in  their  nature; 
yet,  tliat  it  was  less  difficult  to  answer  them  both, 
than  to  reconcile  them  with  each  other.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  [Mr.  Smith]  was  opposed 
to  the  continuance  of  the  new  tuxes,  among  other 
reasons,  for  the  following:  that  there  would  be 
sufficient  revenue  to  answer  the  purposes  contem- 
plated by  the  plan  without  those  taxes ;  whereas, 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Madison]  was 
opposed  to  them,  because  they  would  produce  but 
a  paltry  sum,  totally  inadequate  to  the  great  object 
of  the  reduction  of  the  Debt    heavins  it  to  the 

Sentlemen  to  reconcile  this  variance,  he  would  en- 
fiAvor  to  satisfy  tho  Committee  that  both  the  ob- 
jections were  groundless. 

With  respect  to  the  first,  a  reference  to  the  re- 
port would  show  the  gentlemao  from  Maryland, 


that  the  plan  therein  submitted  eontemplaled  tw^o 
objects,  the  redemption  of  the  IXsbt  by  pay  men  t  of 
six  hundred  thousand  dolbre  annually,  bein^  the 
sum  redeemable  at  present,  and  the  panrha»e  of 
the  Debt  when  not  above  par — to*  effect  thiss  tne 
report  suggested  two  propo.sitioiis,  one  to  appropn- 
ate  permanently  sufficient  revenues  fur  lite  annuiil 
redemption ;  the  other,  to  appropriate  the  annual 
surplusses  of  revenue  to  occasional  parrb-tsev 
These  points,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  fully  noticed  on 
a  former  occasion,  when  he  had  devek»ped  the 
views  of  the  select  committee  and  explained  the 
principles  of  their  report,  and  had,  he  thought,  sa- 
tisfactorily  shown  that,  without  the  aid  of  the 
taxes  in  question,  it  would  be  impossible  to  attirn 
even  the  first  object,  the  redemption.  As  thi» 
point  was  now  questioned,  he  would  repeat  that 
the  existing  impost  and  excise  on  distilled  eipiriu 
did  not  yield  a  revenue  adequate  to  the  di.<whar<^ 
of  the  current  expenses,  the  interest  of  the  Debt, 
and  the  redeemable  part  of  the  principle;  Uiis 
would  appear  from  the  following  eoocUe  state- 
ment : 


Current  expeoses, 

tion 
Interest  of  Debt 
Redeemable  part 


per  acts  of  appropria- 

$2,524.a»X« 

8,li*U.i.i«> 

60i»,i»»^> 


6,224,v.M>,> 

The  impost  was  estimated  at    - 
The  excise  on  spirits, 

-  6.6OO.00i» 
400.000 

Defidency 

$5,900.0iH> 
S24.UU0 

$6,224.00^ 

In  the  above,  the  Bank  dividends  are  not  in- 
eluded.  They  are  computed  at  fifty  thoosaod  dol- 
lars per  annum,  and  may  be  set  oflT  against  con- 
tingencies; the  avails  of  the  Post  Office  will  pro- 
bably be  absorbed  in  the  expenses  of  that  i>epirt- 
ment  Thus  it  is  demonstrable,  that,  to  secure 
certainty  in  the  reduction  of  the  Debt,  as  far  as 
the  right  reserved,  tliese  new  taxes,  or  some  others, 
must  be  resorted  to.  But,  admitting,  for  arga- 
ment  sake,  the  full  force  of  the  stitements  of  the 
gentleman,  it  would  still  leave  the  second  and 
very  essenthil  object  of  the  plan  unsatisfied,  name- 
ly, the  purchase  of  the  Debt  From  accurate  cal- 
culation, it  appears  that,  if  we  begin  this  year  the 
redemption  of  the  Debt,  and  confine  oorteires 
merely  to  the  payment  of  the  two  per  cent  of  the 
principal,  it  will  require  nearly  thirty  years,  be- 
fore the  whole  of  the  six  per  cent,  including  Vh- 
ferred  Debt,  will  be  discharged,  and  we  shall  then 
still  have  nearly  twenty  millions  of  three  per  cent, 
and  fourteen  millions  of  Foreign  Debt  on  onr 
hands.  We  must,  therefore,  place  our  greatest 
dependence  on  the  purchasing  up  the  Debt,  and 
for  that  valuable  purpose,  \ve  must  have  large  sur- 
plusses of  revenue  every  year,  besides  a  stable  an^ 
inalienable  fund  for  the  gradual  redemption.  In 
thia  mode  advantage  wUI  be  taken  of  the  floetoa- 
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ions  in  the  funds,  and  the  Debt  will  be  diminHhed 
rtih  rapidity  and  on  cheap  terms ;  a  double  opera- 
ion  wit  I  then  be  performed  ;  two  per  cent  of  the 
trincip;)!  will  then  be  regularly  and  annually  dis- 
ikirtred,  even  though  the  Debt  should  be  above  par, 
nd  beiiefid.il  purdiases  will  be  made  whenever  it 
)  lit  or  under  par. 

Mr.  S.  snid,  he  saw  more  solidity  in  the  reason- 
3g  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Madi- 
OS,]  when  he  complained  that  the  proposed  taxes 
lid  not  go  far  enough ;  but  still  the  reasoning  of 
he  gentleman  did  Dot  conclude  agnint*t  those  tax- 
s  ii  only  proved  that  there  ought  to  be  others  in 
id  of  them ;  and  so  anxious  was  Mr.  S.  for  the 
peedy  redaction  of  the  Debt,  that,  whenever  the 
[eiuleman  should  think  proper  to  propose  others, 
n  that  way  in  whirh  alone  they  could  claim  con- 
ideration,  he  would  give  them  his  assent,  unless 
hey  were  such  as  were  liable  to  insuperable  ob- 
eciion,  and  such  he  did  not  expect  the  gentleman 
roiild  ever  recommend.  The  same  gentleman 
lad  objected  to  these  taxes,  as  being  very  oppress- 
ie  and  little  productive,  and  therefore  advisied  a 
vvarrence  to  a  direct  tax  on  property,  which 
vould  bring  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars  into  our 
iotiers.  This  mode  of  reasoning  was  similar  to 
liat  which  prevailed  at  the  last  session,  when  the 
irgency  of  our  situation  suggested  the  necessity  of 
i  naval  armament;  on  that  occasion  it  was  ob- 
ected  that  the  force  was  iiK'ompetent  to  the  ob- 
eetf  and  yet  there  was  no  attempt  by  those  who 
mde  the  objection  to  render  it  competent ;  it  was 
objected  that  we  ought  to  negotiate  with  the  Al- 
gerines  and  not  irritate  them  by  an  armament; 
ind  yet  it  was  then  known  that  one  negotiation 
Imd  been  tried  ineffectually,  and  that  a  liberul  pru- 
MMun  was  made  for  another  to  accompany  the 
tnn:iment  So,  on  this  occasion,  it  is  objected, 
that  the  proposed  taxes  are  inadequate,  but  there 
\6  uo  attempt  either  to  increase  them  or  substi- 
tute others :  a  direct  tax  is  suggested,  (but  not  pro- 
po^dO  in  lieu  of  these,  though  it  is  well  known 
that,  at  the  last  sesHiouf  these  were  preferred  to  a 
land  tax  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
Eonsi^ting  of  a  member  from  each  State,  of  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  one;  and  that, 
when  it  was  proposed  in  the  House,  there  were 
not  ten  members  who  voted  for  it,  even  with  the 
prospect  of  war  before  our  eyes ;  and  though  the 
propohition  under  debate  is  accompanied  with  this 
provision,  that,  whenever  any  other  taxes  of  equal 
value  shall  be  laid,  these  taxes  shall  cease.  The 
opposition  on  this  subject  is  in  all  respects  paral- 
lel with  that  of  the  one  alluded  to  in  the  last  ses- 
sion ;  and,  as  on  that  occasion,  the  House  thought 
the  urgency  of  the  case  called  for  the  adoption  of 
the  remedy  proposed,  though,  perhaps,  not  the 
W;  so,  on  the  present  occasion,  Mr.  S.  trusted 
the  House  would  agree  to  the  proposed  plan,  un- 
leiis  a  better  was  brought  forward.  When  the 
House  bad,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  resolved  that 
further  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Debt,  he  little  foresaw  the  opposition 
which  the  report  had  encountered;  the  Commit- 
We  had,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  paid  much 
i^otion  to  the  subject,  and,  m  the  rMolt  of  their 
SdCov.— 88 


labors,  iind  reported  the  plan  on  the  table ;  it  was 
now  several  weeks  since  it  had  been  printed  and 
undergone  distcussion,  and  yet,  after  all  the  objec- 
tion to  it,  nothing  had  been  digested  bv  way  of 
substitute,  and  when  the  se»sion  is  drawing  to  a 
close,  it  is  proposed  to  reject  it  altogether,  and  leave 
the  subject  where  we  found  it.  Would  the  pub- 
lic be  satisfied  with  this  ?  Would  they  be  recon- 
ciled by  being  informed  that  so  valuable  an  object 
as  the  reduction  of  the  Debt— «ne  which  they  have 
so  much  at  heart — had  been  defeated  by  the  means 
of  half  a  dozen  manufacturers  of  snuff  and  loaf 
sugar?  Will  our  constituents  approve  of  our 
throwing  away  valuable  funds  \^  hand,  and  which 
are  applicable  to  this  important  object,  and  de- 
pending upon  mere  visionary  speculations  of  taxes, 
which  may  never  be  laid,  or  which,  if  laid,  will 
not  be  realized  for  years  to  come?  Will  not  the 
public  be  induced  to  suspect  that  there  is  some- 
thing of  party  in  this  matter;  and  that  one  side 
object,  because  another  side  propose;  and,  how- 
ever groundless  the  suspicion,  would  not  design- 
ing men  give  it  this  complexion?  For  his  part, 
so  desirous  was  he  of  securing  the  object,  that  any 
other  plan,  from  whatever  quarter  it  came,  which 
would  be  consistent  with  policy,  should  receive 
his  assent;  on  this  occasion,  more  than  on  any 
other,  he  would  say,  **  TVos  Tyrituve  mihi  nuUo 
discrimine  agetur:  even  now,  though  so  much 
time  had  been  bestowed  on  this  report,  he  would 
consent  to  withdraw  it,  if  gentlemen  in  the  Oppo- 
sition would  show  him  another  mode  equally  ade- 
quate to  the  object ;  but,  until  they  did,  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  support  it. 

If  gentlemen  are  serious,  said  Mr.  S.,  in  their 
intention  to  propose  a  land  tax,  and  have  any  hopes 
of  its  p.is»iing  into  a  law,  what  possible  objection 
can  they  have  to  the  report  ?  Does  it  not,  in  ex- 
press terms,  hold  this  language,  that  these  objec- 
tionable taxes  shall  cease  as  soon  as  any  others  of 
equal  value  shall  be  substituted  ?  If  the  language 
of  the  report  is  not  sufficiently  explicit,  I  am  will- 
ing to  make  it  more  so,  and  to  provide  in  another 
clause,  which  the  gentlemen  may  word  as  they 
please,  to  this  effect : 

*'  That  as  soon  as  a  direct  tax  on  property  to  the 
amount  of  these  taxes  shall  be  laid,  then  they  shall  ipm 
fado  cease." 

Either  thoy  believe  that  a  direct  tax  will  pass, 
or  that  it  will  not:  if  they  believe  that  it  will, 
then  they  are  certain  that  these  taxes  will  cease ; 
if  they  believe  that  it  will  not,  then  they  nuist  bo 
sensible  that,  without  these  taxes  are  continued,  the 
Debt  cannot  be  paid.  If  it  be  said  that  it  is  Iwzard- 
ous  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  prevent 
the  passing  of  a  land  tax,  and  thus  repealing  these 
taxes,  it  may  be  answered  that,  if  the  Senate  are  in- 
disposed to  the  reduction  of  the  Debt,  they  will  not 
apply  these  taxes  to  that  purpose ;  if  tliey  are  dis- 
posed to  reduce  it,  they  will  adopt  the  most  effica- 
cious means,  and,  as  the  gentlemen  say,  a  direct 
tax  will  be  the  most  efficacious,  of  course  the 
Senate  would  prefer  it. 

It  has  been  said,  that  there  is  no  necessity  at  this 
timo  to  determine  wb^or  iheae  taxM  ought  ta 
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be  continued  or  not,  and  that  it  ooght  to  be  left  to 
the  next  Congress.  It  is  somewhat  strange  to 
complain  of  the  existence  of  the  Debt,  to  express 
the  utmost  solicitude  for  its  abolition ;  and  yet, 
when  it  is  proposed  to  take  measures  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  aftk  why  it  could  nol  aa  well  be  done  nixt 
year!  To  pobtpone  the  plan  for  another  year, 
will  certainly  evince  less  zeal  for  the  rednction  of 
the  Debt  than  to  adopt  it  now ;  when  anything;  on 
thia  subject  iM  done,  it  muHt  be  syKtcnintic  and  per- 
manent. To  ret^olve  nt  thin  seHhion  to  diK'hirge 
the  firat  redeemable  instalment,  and  leave  it  to  fu- 
ture Legialaturea  to  pay  the  second  or  not,  and  ho 
on  from  year  to  fear,  according  to  the  chnngenble 
disportition  of  different  Houses,  would  very  much 
postpone  the  ultimate  redemption,  and  throw  the 
accountH  into  the  utmost  confu>ion  and  perplexity 
at  the  Treasury  Department,  embjirrass  the  public 
creditors,  and  even  put  in  jeopardy  the  public 
credit. 

Mr.  S.  here  produced  a  table,  containing  state- 
menta  and  calculationa,  showing  the  period  of 
time  in  which  the  six  ])er  cents  i^ould  be  redeemed 
according  to  the  right  reserved,  diMinguishing  the 
present  and  deferred  Debt,  the  amount  of  princi- 
pal  and  interest,  applicable  to  each  for  each  annual 
payment;  the  amount  of  each  annually,  after  de- 
ducting tlie  payment  of  the  preceding  year;  and  the 
value  of  the  Debt  every  year,  after  the  reduction 
commences,  caksulated  on  a  certificate  of  one  hun- 
dred dollara. 

From  this  table,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  must  appear  that 
when  once  the  reduction  was  begun,  it  must  be 
persisted  in.  New^  books  and'  accounts  must  be 
opened  at  the  Treasury ;  a  table  of  reduction  muMt 
be  kept  to  tie  resorted  to,  as  a  standard  by  which 
to  graduate  the  annual  diminution  of  each  certifi- 
cate, and  the  couKcquent  reduction  of  interest  on 
it;  if  the  system  be  permanent,  there  will  be  no 
great  difficulty  after  tlie  buniness  is  organized  at 
the  Treasury,  but,  if  it  be  fluctuating,  every  year 
will  require  new  books,  new  calculations,  and  the 
labors  of  innumerable  clerka  to  adjust  the  accounts 
to  the  change;  and  this  would  not  be  the  only 
difficulty,  for,  as  new  certificates  will  not  be  issued 
after  every  payment,  and  probably  there  will  not 
be  even  an  endorsement  on  the  old  certificate  of 
the  payment  made,  nothing  but  certainty  of  the  an- 
nual payment  can  protect  purchasers  from  endless 
frauds:  the  certificates  in  foreign  parts  would  cre- 
ate tlie  greatest  perplexity,  if  the  ptiyment  of  the 
two  per  cent,  were  not  as  certain  as  that  of  the 
interest.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  consulted  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  Treasnry  on  this  point,  and 
they  were  decidedly  in  sentintent  with  him  that  it 
would  be  better  not  to  commence  the  reduction 
until  we  were  certain  we  could  persevere  in  it. 
He  therefore  pressed  these  considerations  to  con- 
vince gentlemen,  that  if  we  mean  now  to  enter  on 
the  subject;  we  must  not  only  make  a  svsttematic 
and  durable  arrangement,  but  we  must  pledge  for 
the  purpose  certain  and  adequate  funds,  not  linbl*? 
to  be  withdrawn,  but  by  the  substitution  of  others 
of  equal  productiveness.  It  was  further  to  be  re- 
marked, that,  by  sufiering  a  year  to  elapse  with- 
out avdUng  ounelvea  of  the  right  to  redeem,  we 


lost  a  year  effectually,  for  we  could  not  carry  tU 
payment  of  that  y^ar  to  the  credit  of  the  next,  tlic 
right  reserved  being  only  to  pny  two  per  rent,  la 
each  year.  Mr.  S.  flattered  himnelf  that  these  ex- 
pin  nations  would  be  a  sali»factory  reply  to  thoM 
gentlemen  who  had  asked  what  occasion  there  uss 
for  doing  anything  more  this  session,  than  siaipty 
appropriating  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  fi»r  the 
first  instalment.  He  had  sought  for  every  iiifonnA. 
tion  on  this  subject,  and  he  was  convinriKi  thst  the 
mere  appropriation  of  that  sum,  without  completing 
the  system,  would  be  attended  with  more  iijaiy 
than  benefit. 

The  quef»tion  which  had  been  raised  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vir;{inia,  namely :  whether  ue 
should  enlarge  the  system  of  excises  or  apply  to  di- 
n'Ct  taxation,  was  uimecesstirilv  niised  on  thii^  occjt- 
sion,  and  conld  have  no  other  effect  than  to  mfelead 
the  Committee  from  the  true  point. 

The  plan  reported,  and  the  statements  from  the 
Treasury,  proved  that  the  existing  revenues  wpre 
sufficient  to  discharge  the  redeemable  part  of  toe 
Debt,  to  pay  all  the  current  expenseM,  and  to  leave 
some  surplus,  which  might  be  applicable  to  pur- 
chases of  the  Debt.  If,  after  the  system  reported 
shall  be  adopted,  It  shall  be  thought  thiit  the  sar- 
plus  for  purchases  will  l>e  too  small,  then  will  be 
the  proper  time  to  propose  new  revouneti  in  order 
to  augment  that  resource,  and  then  will  the  qiic^ 
lion  ot  the  gentlennm  from  Virginia  be  regubr; 
then  let  it  be  determined  whether  a  complete  hv»- 
tem  of  excises  or  a  land  tax  shall  be  the  fund  for 
further  purchases  of  the  Debt.  It  must  be  obvkMis 
that,  to  lend  the  Committee  into  that  inquiry  at 
present  would  be  only  to  bewilder  them  iti  a  maxe 
of  inexhaustible  debate;  it  would  be  parsoing  aa 
ign%9/atuv$  which  would  seduce  us  from  the  »pb> 
ject  before  us,  never  to  resume  it  thU  session :  it 
would  be  losing  the  substance  to  grisp  at  a  ah;.d<iw. 

The  unproductiveness  of  these  taxes  has  beea 
assicrned  as  a  reasim  for  their  di-icontinsance.  at 
the  same  time  that  they  are  complained  of  as  bur- 
densome. They  were  exfiected  to  yield  near  four 
hundred  thou  Mind  dolhirs,  whksh  was  an  much  as 
the  excise  on  distilled  spirits,  and  no  contemptible 
sum  ;  it  would  pay  two-thirdn  of  each  inslalmetit, 
and  was  a  growing  revenue :  it  was,  however,  ob- 
servable, that,  though  the  motion  struck  at  tbe 
whole  of  the  taxes,  all  the  artillery  of  Oppo^itioo 
was  pointed  only  at  the  snnff  and  sugar  taxes,  and, 
indeed,  latterly,  the  objections  to  the  fonner  had 
diminished,  and  the  sugyir-bakers  seemed  to  be 
the  principal  fivorites  with  the  Committee;  an  to 
the  persons  affected  by  the  others,  they  had  not 
been  even  so  much  as  mentioned  in  the  debate. 
Was  it  right  to  destn>y  all  these  revenoeH,  men*ty 
t>ecause  the  sugar  tax  was  impn»per?  Mr.  S.  had 
never  expected  that  the  snuff  and  sugar  taxes 
\^  ould  have  k>een  selected  by  the  opponents  of  the 
report,  for  really  they  appeared  to  him  the  least 
exceptionable  of  the  whole;  he  never  could  be- 
lieve that  the  articles  of  snuff  and  sugar  ouglit  to 
l>e  exempt  from  taxatitm,  while  coffee,  bohea  tei, 
and  salt,  were  not  He  never  could  consent  to 
pay  a  bounty  of  ninety  thousand  dollars  a  year  to 
tbe  manufacturers  of  snuff  and  sugar.    To  prove 
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I  the  remission  of  these  taxes  operated  as  a 
mty,  Mr.  S.  stited  that  the  protecting  duties 
ich  had  been  In  id  by  Congress  on  the  foreign 
ides  bein;  so  high  os  to  amount  to  a  prohibi- 
1.  the  articles,  of  course,  were  not  imported ;  by 
ttinuing  the  protecting  duties,  the  impost  on 
6c  articles,  which  would  amount  to  ninety  thou- 
id  (iollnrs,  was  thus  lost  to  the  United  States, 
i  would  be  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturers,  if  the 
cnue  were  not  obtained  by  exci^ite.  Suppose 
ngre<vs  were  to  take  off  the  protecting  duties  on 
f  sugar,  and  leave  the  manufacturers  to  the 
cizn  comfietition,  could  they  justly  complain  ? 
sht  it  nut  be  said,  the  protecting  duties  have 
'n  laid  long  enough  to  encourage  the  manufac- 
v,  and  to  bring  it  to  maturity?  You  have 
t  only  the  monopoly  of  the  home  supply,  but 
It  su<£ar  is  become  an  article  of  exportation ; 
ce  you  are  unwilling  that  the  West  Indies  should 
ire  a  revenue  from  it  through  you,  they  must 
:itby  an  impost  Another  objection  has  been 
»ie  against  the  continuance  of  these  taxes ;  they 
!  i^id  to  be  temporary,  and  ought,  therefore,  to 
appriLHi  to  temporary  objects,  such  as  the  Mili- 
y  Establishment,  and  the  permanent  object  of 
:  reduction  of  the  Debt  It  was  rather  a  strange 
jection  to  argue  from  a  peculiar  quality  of  the 
ject  under  consideration,  when  the  whole  ques- 
n  and  essence  of  the  controversy,  was,  in  fact 
lethcr  the  object  should  possess  that  quality? 
bether  certain  revenues  should  be  temporary  or 
nnanent,  depetided  on  Legislative  will,  and 
len  the  proposition  was  to  make  certain  tempo- 
ry  taxes  permanent,  it  was  no  answer  to  say  that 
ry  are  now  temporary.  It  should  be  shown  that 
ifit  taxes  are  temporary  in  their  nature  and  qua* 
r-  The  duty  on  cotfee,  bohea  tea,  and  salt,  are 
nnanent  Is  there  less  permanence  in  the  na- 
r^  of  a  duty  on  refined  sugar  and  snuff?  The 
Dir  are  consumed  by  the  poorer  classes  of  suci- 
';  the  latter,  by  the  wealthier.  Is  that  a  reason 
ly  the  former  should  be  permanent,  and  the  lat- 
•  temporary  ?  But,  if  there  did  exist  any  differ- 
K  in  the  nature  of  these  revenues,  the  argu- 
nt  was  the  other  way ;  for  these  duties  being 
ernal,  were  in  general  less  liable  to  be  affected  by 
^  than  the  impost,  and  were,  consequently,  of  a 
tre  permanent  nature  than  the  impost,  and  there- 
«  more  suitable  for  the  purpose  to  which  they 
!  dusigned.  Besides,  the  very  substitute  recom- 
;ndcd  tor  the  additioual  impost  of  last  session,  is 
«inj)orary  revenue. 

There  remained  one  further  objection  to  an- 
er.  It  n'as  asked,  why  we  did  not  extend  ex- 
^  to  nails,  shoes,  paper,  and  many  other  arti- 
%  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  of  which 
e  manufacturers  have  as  much  the  monopol}*  of 
Pply,  as  of  snuff  and  sugar?  Several  answers 
curred  to  this  objection.  In  the  first  place,  the 
H  is  not  admitted  that  these  have  the  monopoly 
supply ;  again,  it  does  not  follow,  that  because 
>(  article  is  to  be  excised,  all  are.  In  laying  tax- 
» °uny  things  are  to  be  taken  into  consideration, 
e  nature  of  the  commodity,  whether  it  can  bear  a 
^  whether  a  necessary  or  a  luxury,  the  mode  of 
Uectioo,  its  chetpoeas,  ftnd  aunpUcity ;  whether 


it  will  fall  on  the  maker  or  on  the  consumer.  The 
articles  of  snuff  and  sugar  possess  every  essential  of 
a  good  tax :  to  show  that,  because  they  can  bear  a 
tax,  the  other  articles  can  also,  the  gentlemen 
should  show  that  the  other  articles  possess  the 
same  qiiilitics. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  believed  he  had  answered  every 
objection  to  the  snuff  and  sugar  taxes,  and  conse- 
quently every  objection  to  the  principal  part  of 
the  report ;  for  it  would  be  observed,  that  gentle* 
men  in  the  Oppasition  had  made  the  whole  merit 
and  existence  of  the  report  hinge  upon  those  two 
articles.  The  question  was,  therefore,  now  on  tho 
very  existence  of  the  plan;  for,  if  the  present  mo* 
tion  should  obtain,  he  saw  an  end  to  all  their  labor 
for  this  session.  However  he  might  regret  its 
failure,  and  the  further  postponement  of  so  inter- 
esting a  subject,  he  should  endeavor  to  console 
himself  with  the  reflection,  that  he  had,  early  in 
the  session,  brought  the  subject  forward ;  that  he 
bestowed  considerable  attention  on  it,  and  had  used 
all  his  endeavors  to  accomplish  at  this  time  a  plan, 
which,  if  adopted,  he  was  certain  would  effectu- 
ate the  discharge  of  the  National  Debt  in  a  very 
short  period.  If  the  conduct  of  members  on  this 
occasion  is  to  be  exhibited  to  the  public  as  a  cri- 
terion of  their  sincerity  in  wishing  the  speedy  dis- 
charge of  the  Debt,  he  was  desirous  that  the  pub- 
lic should  know  the  part  he  had  acted,  and  he  was 
confident  that,  when  a  comparison  should  be  drawn 
between  those  on  the  one  side,  who  had  early  and 
zealously  brought  forward  and  defended  a  plaa 
for  the  reduction  of  the  Debt,  and  at  the  same 
time  shown  a  willingness  to  accede  to  any  other 
equally  efBcient ;  and  those  on  the  other  who  had 
combated  this  plan  with  no  small  perseverance, 
merely  on  account  of  their  dislike  to  one  or  two 
articles  of  taxation,  without  offering  anything  as 
a  substitute,  (except  holding  out  the  idea  of  a 
remote  and  almost  impracticable  expedient,)  his 
conduct  would  safely  undergo  the  strictest  scru- 
tiny. 

Mr.  GiLBSRT  rose. — By  this  time  several  mem- 
bers were  ready  to  go  away,  and  the  question  hav- 
ing been  repeatedly  called  for,  the  gentleman  was 
going  on,  when 

Mr.  Nicholas  observed,  that  he  was  entitled  to  be 
heard,  as  he  had  got  up  before  a  motion  that  was 
just  made  for  adjournment 

Mr.  B.  BouRXs  observed  on  the  impossibility  of 
the  gentleman  being  heard,  when  the  House  were 
just  going. 

Mr.  S  BOO  WICK  noticed  that  he  should  have  the 
freedom  of  the  floor  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gilbert  said,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  tire  the 
Committee. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  imme« 
diately  adjourned. 

Friday,  February  6.  .      . 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house, near  the  entrance  of  Qsorgetown  harbor,  ia 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was  read  the  third  tims 
and  passed. 

Mr.  FiTzsixoirSi  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inqoire  into  the  eatablishmeot  of  clerks  in  ths 
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several  JOepartments,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  William  Oardner, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Monday  next 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday ;  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  S.  Smith  was  before  them  for  striking  out 
the  second  resolution  in  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  on  the  means  of  reducing  the  National 
Debt ;  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Tracy  said,  that  w  hen  he  was  up  before  on 
this  question,  he  had  stated  that  some  of  the  sugar- 
bakers  in  New  York  were  not,  in  their  own  opin- 
ions, oppressed  by  the  excise  on  loaf  sugar,  and 
that  the  raw  material  had  been  cheaper  there  than 
usual ;   this  had  in  part  been  contradicted   by  a 
gentleman   from   Maryland,  [Mr.  S.  Smith,]   who 
had  said  that  the  low  price  alluded  to  was  by  an  ac- 
cidental and  single  purchase.     Mr.  T.  said,  he  was 
now   furnished  with  ample   documents  to  show 
that  the  raw  material  in  New  York  had  been  at 
least  ten  per  cent,  cheaper  for  a  number  of  months 
back  than  usual,  which  enabled  the  rcHners  to  sell 
loaf  sugar  at  the  same  price  which  they  did  be- 
fore, and  yet  collect  the  excise  from  the  consumer. 
He  had  asked,  when  up  before,  if  the  manufac- 
turers complained  anywhere  but  in  Philadelphia. 
He  now  was  ready  to  assert,  that  they  did  not 
complain,   excepting    in  Philadelphia  and   Balti- 
more.    The  principal  ground  of  complaint,  con- 
tained in  the  petition  now  before  the  Committee, 
from  the  refiners  in  Baltimore,  was,  that  they  had 
not  the  advantage  of  speedy  sale  as  those  had 
who  lived  in  larger  towns.      This,  Mr.  T.  said, 
could  not  apply  to  the  manufacturers  in  Philadel- 
phia.   And  as  the  chief  complaint  before  the  Com- 
mittee was  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which 
was  quoted  by  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  for 
striking  out  the  resolution,  he  wished  to  be  in- 
dulged in  a  few  remarks  upon  the  weight,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  the  complaints  of  the  Philadelphia 
refiners  ought  to  have.     It  was  said  by  a  gentle- 
man   from  Virginia,   [Mr.  Nicholas,]    that    the 
manufacturers  in  this  city  declared  they  paid  the 
excise  themselves  and  could   not  collect  it  from 
the  purchaser;  and  that  we  ought  to  believe  them. 
To  this  he  answered,  that  the  respectability  of  the 
sugar-bakers  in  Philadelphia  was  unquestionable, 
yet,  before  their  opinions  and  declarations  ought 
to  influence  the  Committee,  he  thought  a  fair  ex- 
amination of  their  opinions  and  conduct,  and  a 
comparison  of  them  with  the  opinions  and  con- 
duct of  the  sugar-bakers  of  New  York,  &c,  ought 
to  be  had.     Upon  the  first  idea,  in  Congress,  of  lay- 
ing an  excise  on  loaf  sugar,  &c.,  the  manufac- 
turers in  this  city  had  been  constantly  opposing 
the  motions  of  Government     This  opposition  had 
been  kept  up  until  the  law  had  passed  through  all 
its  stages ;  and,  as  if  they  meant  to  move  Heaven 
and    earth  against  it,  when    the  Legislature  of 


Pennsylvania  sat  last  Summer  in  that  most  end- 
cal  period,  they  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  in- 
terfere oflScially,  and,  if  pos«:ibIe,  induce  C  mgi^ 
to  repeal  the  excise  law.    This  was  done  in  sock 
terms,  and  by  some  persons  at  least,  from  whoi^ 
we  had  a  right  to  expect  support  td  the  law^  thai 
it  could  not  fail  powerfully  to  attract  the  attinticn 
of  every  person  who  regarded  the  peace  and  hap- 
piness of  his  country.     And  yet  a  sense  of  the  ita- 
propriety  of  this  conduct  seems  not  to  have  founi 
ils  way  to  the  minds  of  the  manufacturers  in  tnif 
city,  excepting  Peter  and   Henry  Mierken,  whoj 
Mr.  T.  said,  formed  a  very  honorable  exception; 
but  the  exception  was  a  solitary  one.     They  pub- 
licly declared  against  the  propriety  of  such  a  step.' 
Now  the  manufacturers  tell  us  that  they  mim 
pay  the  whole  excise  themselves,  and  its  opera- 
tions  arc  ruinous  to   them.     And  they  add,  Inif 
sugar  is  at  the  same  price  now  that  it  was  before | 
the  excise  was  laid,  and  that  the  excise  prevents 
the  consumption.     It  was  a  well  known  fact,  Mr. 
T.  said,   that  large  purchases  were  made  antece- 
dent to  the  excise  law  taking  place;  perhaps  the 
grocers  did  it  on  purpose  to  avoid  paying  the  ex- 
cine.     This  might  be  one  reason  why  the  price  was 
not  increased ;  another  was,  the  diminished  pricel 
of  raw  sugars.     It  was  the  case  when  the  exciye 
was  laid  on  spirits.      An  over-purcha^  kept  the 
price  where  it  had  been  for  some  time  a^T  the 
law  took  effect;  but  very  soon  the  excise  and  a 
profit  on  it  was  added-;  so  it  would  be  in  this  ca^e. 
Mr.  T.  said,  that  the  consumption  of  loaf  sugar  wu 
not  lessened  by  the  excise,  be  had  authority  to 
say,  from  all  the  information  he  had   from  the 
grocers  in  this  city,  in  New  York,  and  elsewhere ; 
and  if  the  manufacturers  of  this  city  were  accu- 
rate, in   saying  that  they  paid  the  excise  then- 
selves,  he  asked  how  it  could  possibly  lessen  the 
consumption?     And  he  said  he  believed  he  was 
stating  with   accuracy,   when   he  said    that  one 
sugar-baker  at  least,  in  this  city,  actually  did,  or 
at  least  proposed   to  make  out  bills  to  his  pur- 
chasers, in  three  columns,  one  containing  the  prire 
of  the  sugar,  the  next  the  excise,  and  the  third 
the  whole  amount,  but  this  he  did  not  know  that 
he  could  prove.     If  this  were  true,  he  asked  who 
paid  the  excise,  and  why  should  such  a  thing  be 
done,  but  to  stir  up  uneasiness  in  purchasers,  that 
the  burden  was  thrown  on  theui  ?     Now  the  crj 
is,  the  purchaser  or  consumer  did  not  pay  the  dutr ; 
but  it  fell  on   the  poor  depressed  manufacturer. 
Mr.  T.  agreed  that  it  would   be  no  more  jiist, 
wantonly,  to  take  money  from  a  rich  man  than  a 
poor  one,  but  humanity  called  with  more  force  in 
favor  of  the  latter.    How  was  it  in  this  case  f  Were 
the  manufacturers  in  this  city  poor  and  depres!«c-df 
He  said  he  remembered  a  petition  of  these  very 
manufacturers,   but  lately  read  in   Congress,  in 
which  they  say  that  they  will  immediately  pay 
their  proportion  of  the  Public  Debt,  if  we  will  let 
them  know  the  sum ;  yet  they  cannot  pay  a  sro^l 
excise  without  utter  ruin  1    They  deny  their  ability 
or  will  to  pay,  even  in  the  first  instance,  a  soaW 
excise,  and  yet  wish  to  pay  down  their  proport  oo 
ofjeighty  or  ninety  millions  of  dollars,  and  from 
every  appearance  this  proportion  must  be  made 
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:  on  very  ample  fortunes;  so  that  the  sum  which 
7  offer  to  pay  down  must  be  large.  We  have 
ia  told  in  this  Hotuie  of  a  dangerous  moneyed 
lucnce,  of  paper  noblemen,  and  purse-proud 
stocrats ;  but  what  is  this  conduct  the  result  of  P 
i  of  poverty,  to  say  no  more  of  it.  Mr.  T.  was 
t  confident,  but  he  was  tolerably  certain,  that 
)  dry  goods  merchants  of  this  city  remonstrated 
liiist  tbe  impost  when  it  was  first  established; 
;  manufacturers  are  now  complaining  of  the  ex- 
e.  Is  there  any  thing  peculiar  in  Pennsylvania 
kt  the  laws  of  this  Goveniment  can  never  go 
wn  quietly  with  its  inhabitants?  He  was  will- 
;  to  appi'eciate  the  State,  and  the  manufac- 
rers  and  think  very  highly  of  them;  but  he  was 

willing  to  think  well  of  the  manufacturers  in 
fw  York  and  elsewhere,  and*  to  give  as  much 
.■dit  to  their  statements.  He  declared,  if  he  were 
iivluced  the  tax  would  eventually  fall  on  the 
inn  fact  urer  and  not  on  the  consumer,  he  would 
te  fur  striking  oiU  the  resolve;  but  he  said  it 
aid  not  be  determined  yet,  by  experiment,  which 
19  rhe  only  proper  test  of  a  tax.  He  declared 
!  thought  that  even  the  manufacturers  them- 
Ives  could  not  tell  unless  the  taxes  were  kept 

being  for  a  longer  time  that  two  years.  He 
lieved  to  continue  the  excises  laid  last  session 

Congress  until  lAOl,  would  give  us  the  expe- 
mental  test  much  better  than  to  try  it  only  for 

Kliort  a  time,  and  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
nitation  when  the  taxes  were  first  laid ;  but  the 
nitation  was  moved  by  a  gentleman  who  had 
^posed  the  excises  in  every  step ;  and  Mr.  T.  un- 
(rstood  that  an  aeeommodation  was  to  take  place 
;  consequence  of  the  limitation,  but  after  the 
•nitation  was  added,  not  a  m:m  voted  for  the 
111  who  had,  before  thar.  addition,  opposed  them, 
ie  very  much  regret|Dd,  then,  that  the  limitation 
as  admitted  at  all ;  and  should  have  opposed  it, 
It  from  a  misunderstanding  of  the  word  aeeom- 
Nation,  He  had  taken  it  in  its  ordinary  sense, 
at  he  found  it  was  used  in  an  appropnate  and 
«hnical  sense,  that  is,  **  if  you  will  adopt  m^  sen- 
ments  exactly,  I  will  be  so  accommodaUtig  as 
ever  to  adi)pt  yours  in  return. **  It  had  been  said 
lat  this  attempt  to  collect  revenue  by  excises  was 
lefim.  The  gentleman  who  said  this  must  have 
trgotten  the  excise  on  spiiits,  which  was  of  much 
tore  ancient  date.  A  gentleman  from  Virginia 
Ur.  Nicholas]  had  said  that  no  opposition  was 
lade  to  impost.  Mr.  T.  was  confident  the  gen- 
it-man  had  not  stated  with  his  usual  accuracy, 
here  certainly  were  murmurs  against  the  im- 
oHt,  and,  possibly ,  at  the  first  operation  of  all  taxes, 
bey  more  or  less  affect  the  people  unequally;  but 
t  you  will  ffive  them  time  enough  to  work  their 
vn  level,  they  will  become  equal,  and  will  sys- 
ematize  in  such  a  manner  that  the  consumer  will 
orever  pay.  A  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
)iLEs]  had  complained  of  some  opinions  which 
>ad  been  given  in  the  Committee,  that  a  vote  on 
his  subject  would  be  a  political  test,  and  by  each 
nan's  vote,  his  wishes,  honestly  to  pay  off  the 
*ublic  Debt,  or  not,  would  be  discovered. .  The 
ftmc  gentleman  had  soon  after  declared,  that  all 
^noQs  who  voted  to  strike  out  the  resoWe,  would 


evince  a  confidence  in  the  virtue  of  the  next  Con- 
gress, or  future  Congresses ;  and  that  all  who  voted 
against  striking  out,  would  evince  a  distrust  of 
tl>e  virtue,  &c.  This  declaration  Mr.  T.  thought 
not  so  well  founded,  and  not  so  candid, its  the  de- 
clarations of  the  gentleman  generally  were.  He 
asked,  if  it  was  a  greater  evidence  of  distrust  in 
the  virtue  of  future  Legislatures,  to  suppose  they 
will  not  repeal  a  bad  act,  when  found  so  by  expe- 
riment, than  any  thing  which  can  be  derived  from 
prolonging  an  act,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  a 
fair  chance  to  be  tried  by  experience ;  and  would 
it  not  carry  an  impeachment  on  the  wisdom  of 
this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  to  leave  an  act  in 
a  situation  which  will  never  give  it  a  fair  experi- 
ment ?  Mr.  T.  thought  the  arguments  made  use 
of  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Ltman,]  could  not  apply;  he  had  argued  entirely 
on  the  ground  that  our  manufactures  should  not 
be  taxed  at  all.  If  so,  why  not  repeal  the  whole  ? 
The  question  now  is,  shall  we  prolong  these  taxes 
a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  aiscover,  by  experi- 
ment, whether  the  excise  will  injure  the  manu- 
facturer, or  shall  we  not  ?  If,  by  fair  experiment, 
the  excise  is  found  to  injure  the  manufactui*es,  no 
man  can  wish  a  further  continuance ;  but  at  least 
give  time  enough  for  that  experiment.  As  to  the 
argument,  that  all  taxes  ought  to  be  annual  or 
biennial,  Mr.  T.  said,  no  man  could  soberly  think 
that  such  uncertainty  in  the  mode  and  duration 
of  taxes  could  be  eligible.  Let  the  people  know 
that  a  mode  of  taxation  is  to  be  permanent,  or  at 
least  sufficiently  so,  to  determine  its  merit  by  ex- 
periment, and  they  will  know  how  to  meet  the  ex- 
action, and  will  systemize  it;  but  keep  your  mode 
of  taxation  in  uncertainty  and  fluctuation,  and 
your  taxes  will  be  truly  oppressive,  which  no  man 
can  wish,  unless  the  new-fangled  principle,  that, 
to  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  people,  you  ought 
to  make  them  feel  most  sensibly  the  inconve- 
nience of  paying  taxes,  should  become  general; 
which  is  in  fact  saying,  it  is  best  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  libert}',  peace,  and  happiness  to  man- 
kind,  for  the  Legislature  so  to  contrive  their  mode 
as  to  effectually  prevent  the  contrary,  and  enforce 
an  involuntary  payment,  and  that  at  a  time  and 
in  a  manner  the  best  calculated  to  destroy  the 
peace  and  interrupt  the  happiness  of  the  person 
paying.  This  he  thought  a  fair  result  of  the  doc- 
trine which  had  been  mentioned  in  the  Commit- 
tee, "  that  direct  taxes  were  preferable  to  indirect, 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  liberty."  Mr.  T. 
said,  he  should  have  no  great  objection  to  strike 
out  the  carnage  tax,  not  that  he  disliked  it ;  but 
many  persons  thought  it  unconstitutional.  He 
had  no  doubt  on  that  ground,  and  believed  it 
would  be  determined  by  the  Federal  Court  to  be 
Constitutional ;  if  so,  it  was  agreed  on  all  hands 
to  be  a  good  tax.  The  resolve  must  be  amended, 
if  it  was  not  struck  out ;  but  he  conceived,  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  if  the  whole  resolution  was 
struck  out,  that  not  one  of  the  taxes  could  be 
brought  forward  for  a  continuance,  or,  in  other 
words,  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  move  a  repeal 
of  the  limitation.  If  he  was  right  in  this  idea,  he 
hoped  no  person  would  yote  to  atrike  oat  the  reio- 
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lution,  as  he  was  confident  it  might  be  amended, 

00  as  to  meet  the  minds  of  a  majority. 

Mr.  Montgomery. — I  am  so  seriously  disposed 
in  favor  of  the  reduction  of  the  Debt,  that  I  rise, 
at  this  time,  more  to  give  my  reasons  for  the  vote 

1  intend  to  give,  than  that  I  Selieve  my  arguments 
will  be  so  clear  or  convincing,  as  thati  shall  have 
much  influence  on  the  opinions  of  this  Commit- 
tee. 

Inhere  has  been,  in  the  course  of  investiga- 
tion, much  said  on  the  one  hand  to  show  the  suf- 
ficiency of  the  existing  revenues  for  the  purpose 
expressed  in  the  resolution  ;  and  as  much  on  the 
other,  proving  that,  without  the  continuation  of 
the  taxes  or  duties  in  question,  it  would  be  decep- 
tive and  very  fallacious  to  attempt  the  object  in 
view.    Without  going  into  the  minutes  ot  calcu- 
lation on  the  one  side  or  the  other — nor,  indeed, 
do  I  believe  it  is  very  important  as  to  the  deter- 
mination of  my  mind  which  of  the  calculations 
are  the  most  just — it  is  sufficient  for  me  to  observe 
that  the  resolution  in  question,  taken  in  conjunc- 
tion with   a  subsequent    one,   appropi*iates    the 
whole  of  the  taxes  in  question,  together  with  the 
surplus  of  revenue  which  may  hereafter  exist, 
after  satisfying  all  legal  appropriations,  to  the  posi- 
tive discharge  in  the  first  place  of  the  redeeniahle 
Debt ;   and  in  the  next  place,  to  the  increase  ot 
the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  purf>ose  of  purchasing 
the  residue.    Now,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  doubt, 
but  that  the  Legislature  will,  at  every  future  pe- 
riod, upon  having  once  established  a  plan  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Debt,  abide  by  the  same,  till  the 
object  is  accomplishedj  and  all  the  revenues,  once 
solemnly  pledged  for  this  purpose,  will  be  faith- 
fully applied.     If  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  of 
this,  it  is  very  unimportant  whether  there  is  a 
greater  or   lesser  surplus  yearly,  provided  only 
that  there  should  not  be  so  little  as  to  derange  the 
proposed  plan ;  and  that  does  not  seem  to  be  feai*ed 
Dy  either  side ;  and  the  gi'eater  the  yearly  surplus, 
80  much  the  more  will   the  final  redemption  be 
accelerated.    As  to  the  idea  that  we  may  appro- 
priate as  much  of  the  present  revenues  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  the  redemption  of  the 
six  per  cenr.  stock,  as  is  dii*ected  by  law,  and  at 
the  end  of  two  years,  if  these  taxes  prove  them- 
selves good  ones,  the  House  will  then,  no  doubt, 
continue  them ;  and  it  is  a  kind  of  charge  on  the 
virtut^  of  that  House  to  supjiose  they  will  not. 
But,  in  answer  to  this,  the  reduction  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt  is  a  great  object,  and  if  ever  it  is 
accomplished,  it  must  be  the  result  of  a  plan. 
Now  the  argument  for  beginning  this  work  with- 
out a  plan  contemplating  a  permanent  revenue, 
would  be  just  as  strong  two  years  hence  that  we 
should  go  on  so,  as  it  is  now,  that  we  should  be- 
gin without  it ;  and  so  on,  from  one  period  of  two 
years  to  another,  till  the  whole  was  completed. 
\Vould  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  iu  their  senses, 
undertake  such  a  mighty  task  P    If  such  could  be 
found,  they  would,  I  believe,  be  certainly  defeated, 
and  the  object  would  never   be  accomplished; 
tiierefoi'e,  as  I  am  in  earnest  about  the  redemp- 
tion, I  am  for  a  plan  the  best  and  most  stable  that 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit    And  I  cannot 


hesitate  in  approving,  for  the  present,  of  rfae 
proposed,  as  it  is  provided  in  the  resolution,  th 
if  other  taxes  are  substituted,  the  prefent  mar 
any  time  be  abolished.  Thin  I  think  should  ^'i 
gentlemen  who  wish  to  substitute  other  and  d 
rect  taxes  in  the  room  of  those.  But  I  rpcillv  * 
lieve  the  mode  of  collecting  money  from  the 
pie  by  impost  duties  and  excises,  provtdi-d  'b 
are  well  i-egulatcd,  are  preferable  to  any  d;i( 
tax,  and  the  people  pay  them  with  greater  tsciiiH 
To  illustrate  this  fact,  only  suppose  that  the  ^^hJ 
amount  of  our  present  revenue  was  laid  on  in 
pi-operty,  or  by  direct  tax,  would  it  be  ]>ossible  tia 
the  people  could  long  bear  up  under  sueh  an  en-j« 
mons burden  ?  I  really  believe  not.  Whereas. '  je 
now  pay  it  almost  insensibly;  and  I  really  btiitT 
it  in  a  great  measure  brings  its  own  ability  to  pa^ 
by  stimulating  every  part  of  the  communitv  i 
industry  and  exertion.  I  would  just  ubi^crrr.  a 
idea  not  so  well  expi^essed,  which  I  have  tuuth(| 
on  before,  viz. :  that,  in  the  first  place,  po^itivt  p  d 
vision  is  hereby  proposed  to  be  made  for  the  iJ 
demption,  yearly,  of  so  much  as  the  law  admir:^ 
exclusive  and  previous  to  any  other  appropnariufl 
which  ma}'  have  any  claim  on  this  fund.  i 

Again,  as  to  the  necessity  of  experience  vit 
respect  to  these  taxes:  If  we  mean  seriously  t 
undertake  the  redemption  of  the  Debt,  whst  ei 
perience  do  we  wish  to  obtain  ?  Tv%-o  years  wi 
furnish  little,  and  that  not  so  fair  on  expeniuenr^ 
a  longer  trial  on  an  established  plan;  and  if  « 
should  not  like  this  very  well  at  the  end  uf  t 
years,  what  then  ?  Try  another.  Would  not  tfc 
also  need  two  ^'cars  for  an  experiment?  And 
on,  till  our  whole  plan  would  tumble  into  ruin,  an 
as  a  nation  we  should  suffer  disgrace.  For  the  i 
is,  having  begun,  we  must  not  look  back ;  and  ' 
or  some  other  tax  must  be  c^tinucd  till  the  «h.ii 
Debt  is  extinguished ;  and  I  really  believe,  if  ^ 
adhere  to  the  pi'esent  plan,  the  system  will,  iu  tini<| 
reconcile  itself  to  the  people,  and  our  Debt  wiii  bj 
paid  in  a  manner  by  which  none  will  be  dH 
tressed,  and  within  a  time  that  manv  of  us  mal 
reasonably  hope  to  be  the  living  wirncsses  of. 

Thus  have  1  given  the  ix^ason  which  sliall  govei^ 
my  votes  on  this  occasion  a<  CKincisely  as  it  ij 
in  my  power ;  and  I  believe  1  should  not  evenn}^ 
have  trespassed  so  long  on  the  })arience  of  tb^ 
Committee,  only  I  am  most  sincerely  and  ardeQii,^ 
disposed  to  promote,  by  every  mite  of  mine.  tM 
object  proposed  ;  and  the  more  csjH-cially  w)  3>  1 
believe  it  will  be  the  last  Congress  iu  \%hich  J 
shall  ever  have  the  op))ortunity  ot  giving  my  sco^ 
timents  on  the  question.  I  subuiit  thtm  to  lU 
Committee ;  they  will  give  them  the  weight  whiU 
they  merit  and  no  moi-e. 

Mr.  S.  Smith. — I  agiTc  with  the  gentleman  fmii 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  W.  Smh'U,]  that  the  ^ubJ 
ject  before  you  is  of  no  great  importance — no  le^ 
than  the  continuing  of  a  system  by  which  you  ar^ 
to  establish  excises  on  the  growing  maoulacturrj 
of  the  Union.  It  is  not  the  two  cents  jier  po«-« 
on  sugar,  nor  the  eight  cents  on  snuff*,  but  thepHji 
ciple  we  combat.  We  are  told  those  are  luxur«s 
The  same  insidious  policy  was  pursued  hj  GnA 
Britain.    It  was  not  the  trifling  du^  on  t»,  v* 
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iiuryj  but  the  principle  of  taxation  that  united 
Lmerica  8UCceK8fully  to  oppose  her. 

The  Kame  gentleman  has  raid,  wliy  should  not 
efined  pugar  pay  duty,  when  aalt,  coffee,  &c., 
«y?  This  kind  of  argument  ia  seldom  used  bv 
bat  gentleman ;  it  ia  merely  ad  eaptandum  vul- 
n*.  Air  he  well  knows  that  every  pound  of  re- 
ined sugar  that  is  consumed  has  already  paid  a 
uty  of  at  least  three  cents  per  pound  on  the  raw 
material. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Sbdo- 
ricK]  has  Kftid,  that  we  must  either  continue  thone 
ties  or  lay  a  direct  tax.  Thiri  argument  is  meant 
nerely  to  deceive,  for  he  cannot  believe  the  conti- 
tiling  those  taxes  necessary  to  the  object  in  ques- 
ion.  lie  must  know  tiiat  the  revenues  independ- 
fit  of  those  taxes  are  fully  adequate.  Nay,  sir,  so 
;crtiin  am  I  on  this  subject,  that  I  would  vote 
tgainst  any  motion  for  a  land  tax ;  it  being  in  my 
(pinion  wholly  unnecessary. 

The  gentleman  says,  that  the  mistakes  in  all 
he  statements  made  by  the  members  of  this 
;louxe  have  been  palpable,  and  that  he  will  rest 
lis  coitfidence  implicitly  on  the  Report  of  the  late 
Secretary.  Wo  are  not  accountable  for  the  mis* 
Jikes  of  others.  They  were  indeed  palpable.  The 
Secretary  has  proved  some  of  ours.  I  stated  the 
revenue  which  would  arise  from  additional  duties 
U  |750,OoO.  The  Secretary  says  that  they  will 
be  $709,000,  but  he  deducts  therefrom  ten  per  cent 
for  drawbacks  and  expennes.  There  he  is  wrong, 
rhe  drawbacks,  &&,  in  1792,  (the  year  he  calcu- 
lates on,)  were  but  six  per  cent  And  the  addi- 
tional duties  being  principally  on  dry  goods,  of 
vbich  a  trifle  is  exported,  he  ought  not  to  have 
durged  more  than  two  per  cent  for  drawbacks 
ind  ex|»en8es,  which  would  have  conAnned  my 
ttateruent  of  $750,000.  Having  obscrve<l  this  mis- 
take, 1  was  led  to  examine  more  minutely,  and  I 
thought  I  could  discover  other  errors.  For  in- 
Btance,  in  the  result  marked  F,  for  1793,  the  draw- 
back is  estimated  at  $1,500,000,  when  already 
there  had  been  charged  thereon  $279,000.  This 
is  $300,000  more  than  heretofore  calculated  on, 
ind  that  much  more  than  will  probably  arise  on 
that  year.  The  Civil  List  is  charged  with  $1 17,000 
more  than  any  year  has  actually  cost;  the  Mili- 
tary at  $99,000  more  than  it  cost  in  1798,  ami 
DO  person  can  suppose  that  our  Military  expenses 
a'iU  increase.  Nay,  some  contemplate  a  reduc- 
tion. 

My  habits  have  been  to  examine,  and  I  am  cer- 
tain toat  the  late  Secretary  (for  whi>8e  abilities  as 
tell  as  personal  character  I  have  the  greatest  re- 
Rpect)  will  pardon  my  having  pointed  out  what  I 
conceive  to  be  errors.  Those  sums,  together  with 
$65,000  over-charged  for  drawbacks  on  adilitional 
duties,  will  make  $781,000.  Deduct  therefrom 
$380,000  supposed  to  be  raised  by  the  new  duties, 
ind  there  wiil  remain  $401,000  for  contingencies, 
ind  for  purchase  of  the  Debt  I  have  not  t  iken 
into  calculation  the  surplus  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  $143,000,  in  his  result  F,  because  I  do  bc- 
liere  that  nearly  the  whole  of  that  will  be  lost  in 
the  estimate  of  $400,000  expected  from  the  ex- 
dae  OQ  domestic  distilled  spirits.    My  calcuktioQ 


makes  that  item  (which  has  always  been  estimated 
at  $400,000)  to  yield  less  than  $300,000  to  the 
Treasury. 

I  ^hall  not  pretend  to  follow  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  through  that  vein  of  ridicule  that 
he  has  thrown  on  the  memorialists.  They  are  cit- 
izens, had  a  right  to  petition,  and  deserve  to  be 
treated  with  decency — they  neither  want  his  pity 
nor  that  of  the  House — they  ask  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances. He  has  said  we  want  experience  on  those 
laws,  but  we  may  test  them  by  the  existing  excise. 
It  was  by  it  I  meant  to  test  the  new  excises,  but 
the  report  demanded  thereon  has  not  yet  been 
made,  and  I  must  risk  my  calculation,  which  I 
firmly  believe  in  myself. 

In  1792,  the  nett  amount  of  duties  of  excise  paid  to 
the  Treasury,  all  expenses  of  collectijn  deducted 
was  -  •  -  -  -    $383,209 

Deduct  drawbacks  paid  by  the 
Collectors  of  Customs  on  ex- 
porUtion  -  -         $136,428 

With  $75  for  molasses      -  27,285 

109,143 


$274,0U6 


Jjeaving  an  actual  nett  revenue  of  $274,066  for 
the  year  1792. 

The  returns  for  1798  are  not  complete,  but  add 
to  those  made,  a  like  sum  for  each  of  tlie  States 
that  have  returned  their  accounts  to  those  for 
1792,  and  you  wiil  find  that  you  lose  between  the 
years  1792  and  1793,  nearly  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars — a  prodigious  decrease  for  one  year.  Siiould 
that  excise  continue  thus  to  decrease,  you  must 
til  id  funds  to  pay  the  officers  from  some  other  rev- 
enue. 

In  the  year  1792,  the  spirit  from  molnsses  pro- 
duced $174,152;   from  grain  and   fruit,  $72,170. 
To  collect  that  from  molassjs  requires  not  more 
than   twenty   persons.     To  collect    the    residue, 
about  two  hundred  and  thirty  officers.    Supposing 
other  States  have  officers  equal  to  the  nunii)er  in 
Maryland,  where  twenty-five  are  employed  to  col- 
lect a  nett  revenue  of  $15,591.     Wiiy,  sir,  if  the 
whole  was  divide<l  among  the  officer^  it  would  not 
be  too  much  for  their  services.     Thus  have  vou, 
at  least,  two  hundre  1  and  thirty  officers  spread  over 
the  whole  tace  of  America,  to  pay  the  immense 
sum  of  seventy-two  thousand  doIUrs  per  annum 
to  the  Treasury.     The  State  of  Virginia  paid  of 
nett  revenue,  in  1792,  from  the  excise,  $15,186; 
the  cost  of  collection  is  charged  at  $),258— so  that 
twenty  shillings  collected  from  the  people  pays 
hut  fifteen  shillings  to  the  Treasury,  and  yet  the 
officers  are  not  half  paid.     Those  of  Maryland  must 
resign,  unless  their  pay  is  increased,  for,  on  an 
average,  they  receive  but  about  seventy-five  dol- 
lars per  annum.     I  agree  with  the  gentleman  that 
the  people  pay  taxes  by  excise  more  pleasantly 
than  by  direct  taxation.     But,  sir,  I  believe  the 
temper  of  our  people  is  not  prepared  for  a  general 
excise  system ;   that  excises  cannot  be  collected 
without  an  host  of  officers,  who,  being  paid  as 
they  ought  to  be,  would  swallow  up  the  revenue. 
Whence  arises  this  deorMsst    From  ths  gradaai 
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corruption  of  the  morals  of  the  people,  occasioned 
by  the  excise  system. 

One  other  observation :  I  do  not  think  with  those 
who  would  throw,  three  millions  of  dollars  into  mar- 
ket annually  for  the  purchase  of  the  Debt.  If  you 
do,  you  will  raise  the  price  so  that  your  three  mil- 
lions would  not  purchase  more  than  two  millions 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

A  sum  of  from  five  hundred  thousand  to  one 
million  annually,  will  not  affect  the  market  so  ma- 
terially, and  will,  perhaps,  be  purchased  nearly  at 
par ;  and  that  sum  will  be  paid  from  your  exist- 
ing revenues  without  the  aid  of  the  taxes  in  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  observed,  that  the  real  ground  of 
controversy  was  within  such  narrow  limits,  that, 
if  foreign  matter  had  not  been  introduced,  be  had 
not  designed  to  detain  the  Committee  with  his 
observations.  The  question  was  only,  whether  those 
revenue  laws  which  were,  by  their  own  limitation, 
to  continue  for  two  years  longer,  should  now  be 
extended  to  six  years. 

Aller  the  wide  field  of  argument  that  had  been 
taken,  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee back  to  the  single  ground  of  controversy  ; 
he  thought  the  best  way  to  do  this,  was  to  state  a 
concise  narrative  of  the  progress  of  excises  under 
this  Government 

In  the  year  1790,  a  law  was  enacted  for  levying 
an  excise  on  distilled  spirits  and  stills.  At  that 
time  we  had  very  little  practical  knowledge  of  ex- 
cises ;  in  most  States  they  were  only  known  by  the 
odium  of  the  name ;  in  some  others  ihey  were  only 
known  by  being  defeated.  In  the  Spring  of  1791, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  re- 
port early  to  the  next  session  the  progress  of  the 
excise  law;  the  next  session  passed  without  this 
information  being  given :  the  direction  was  re- 
newed, and  a  day  named  on  which  the  report 
should  be  made.  This  produced  the  report  of  the 
first  day  of  January  in  the  last  session,  which 
proved  that  the  excise  law  was  very  partially  exe- 
cuted, notwithstanding  the  amendments  which  had 
been  made  to  that  law,  and  the  suggestions  that  it 
was  in  full  operation.  From  this  report  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  revenue  fell  much  below  the  estima- 
ted amount,  notwithstanding  that  the  expense  of 
collection  was  increased  almost  every  session,  and 
that,  in  some  districts,  the  revenue  did  not  pay 
that  expense. 

While  such  a  view  of  this  excise  was  before  the 
House,  the  present  revenue  Loans  were  introduced^ 
and  supported  by  arguments  drawn  from  theory 
or  the  experience  of  countries  otherwise  circum- 
stanced than  we  were.  Being  opposed  by  a  pret- 
ty large  minority,  and  the  estimates  of  their  pro- 
duce not  being  supported  by  any  sufficient  data,  a 
limitation  of  their  duration  was  agreed  to  unani- 
mously. 

One  gentleman,  indeed,  [Mr.  Tract,]  says  that 
he,  at  that  time,  disapproved  of  the  limitation, 
though  he  voted  for  it;  and,  from  this  circum- 
stance, he  justifies  his  right  of  voting  against  it 
now.  This  manner  of  arguing  affords  a  much 
stronger  proof  of  that  gentleman^s  ingenuity  than 
of  hia  candor.    He  complains  that  voting  for  the 


limitation  procured  no  votes  in  favor  of  these  Uwi 
This,  at  least,  proves  that  the  limitation  was  the 
only  thing  in  which  the  Hoose  was  ananinoou.s 
and,  consequently,  that  this  being  the  mo^t  respect- 
able part  of  those  laws,  ought  to  be  held  most  sa- 
cred. 

The  same  gentleman,in  his  1a.st  dincourse,  thou^t 
proper  to  select  Pennsylvania  as  the  pccaliar  ob- 
ject of  his  censure,  and  to  make  severe  animad- 
versions on  the  conduct  of  her  merchants  and 
manufacturers.  Had  he  confined  his  censare  to 
the  part  of  this  State,  where  a  criminal  opp<»- 
tion  to  the  excise  law  actuaUy  happened,  and  had 
this  been  a  Court  of  Censors,  authorized  to  nuke 
a  scrutiny  into  the  character  of  particular  States 
and  hold  them  up  to  public  contempt,  perhaps  f 
might  have  acknowledged  the  justice  of  his  stnc- 
tures  with  respect  to  some  of  my  immediate  o^n- 
stituents ;  but  would  still  have  gloried  in  bein^  a 
citizen  of  Pennsylvania.  Nor  do  I  think  myself 
dishonored  by  the  unfortunate  misconduct  of  some 
nearer  where  I  i-eside.  When  a  comparative  sera- 
tiny  is  made  of  the  character  of  the  roercbaRis 
and  manufacturers  of  other  commercial  and  ma- 
nufacturing States,  I  am  confident,  with  the  excep- 
tions I  mentioned,  that  Pennsylvania  will  not 
shrink  from  the  trial,  nor  blush  at  the  result;  but 
as  this  House  is  no  Council  of  Censors  nor  O'crt 
of  Judicature,  e^ery  thing  of  this  kind  is  disorder- 
ly and  impolitic. 

Mr.  F.  observed,  that  a  gentleman,  yesterdar, 
[Mr.  Sedgwick,]  had  done  him  the  honor  to  make 
some  remarks  on  what  he  had  formerly  said  on 
this  subject,  respecting  the  faith  of  the'  Gorern- 
ment.  He  supposed  he  had  not  then  exprvssed 
himself  with  sufficient  accuracy,  but  would  nor 
explain  his  meaning.  He  did  not  mean  that  the 
faith  of  Government  was  so  pledged  as  that  it 
must  be  suffered  to  expire  at  the  time  to  which  it 
stands  limited,  or,  that  it  could  not  be  extended 
with  propriety,  as  soon  as  experience  of  the  re- 
venue it  would  produce,  and  its  effects  on  the  ma- 
nufacturers, would  justify  the  measure.  He  onlr 
contended,  that  a  limitation  thus  unanimooslr 
agreed  to,  should  not  be  extended  until  we  v^ere 
possessed  of  the  practical  information  intended  to 
be  obtained.  He  said,  this  was  reasonably  expect- 
ed by  those  who  doubted  of  the  propriety  of  the 
law,  and  by  the  manufacturers  who  were  affected 
by  it ;  and  no  man  had  pretended  to  say  that  this 
information  was  yet  obtained. 

He  said  that  the  manufacturers  were  so  confi- 
dent in  this  expectation,  that  though,  throa«rh  the 
impropriety  of  the  law,  some  of  the  mannracta- 
rers  had  their  business  totally  stopped ;  they  had 
made  no  complaint,  until  we  obliged  them  to  come 
forward  by  attempting  to  extend  the  limitation, 
and  by  construing  their  silence  into  approbation. 
He  said  he  had  the  honor  to  be  one  of  a  cotomit- 
tee  of  seven,  to  examine  and  report  on  the  neDO- 
rials  of  the  manufacturers.  It  appeared  to  that 
committee,  on  the  most  exact  scrutiny,  that  thf 
manufacturers  could  not  hitherto  add  the  tax  to 
the  price,  and  that  the  revenues  fell  much  bekrv 
the  estimate ;  but  the  laws  having  been  bat  a  fe' 
months  in  operation,  they  thought  it  powbb,  that 
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ihese  circumstances  might  be  owing  to  temporary 
ind  incidental  causes,  and  therefore,  though  they 
roted  against  th«  repeal  of  these  laws,  3'et  they 
^ported,  with  only  one  dissenting  yoice,  against 
!itending  the  limitation. 

The  importance  of  rendering  the  revenue  per^ 
D&nent  on  which  the  discharge  of  the  Public  Debt 
A  to  depend,  affords  the  only  good  argument  that 
las  been  offered  for  extending  the  limitation,  and 
liis  circumstance  has  considerable  weight;  but, 
Ls  it  is  not  proposed  to  lessen  the  revenue,  it  will 
(till  be  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  extend  those 
avenues,  and  add  others  of  the  same  kind,  if  ex- 
)erience  justifies  the  measure,  and  if  those  taxes 
ire  judged  improper,  there  are  other  resources. 
However,  it  is  not  necessary  to  appropriate  this 
revenue  to  the  discbarge  of  the  Debt ;  much  more 
-evenue  than  these  sources  will  produce  are  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  the  Army  and  other  tem- 
porary purposes. 

The  gentlemen  in  support  of  the  measure,  with 
^at  confidence,  assert  the  decision  of  this  mea- 
sure to  be  &  criterion  of  a  disposition  to  discharge 
the  Public  Debt ;  but  this  assertion  is  neither  can- 
did nor  well  founded.  The  amount  of  revenue  is 
too  small,  and  the  principle  too  exceptionable,  to 
be  made  such  a  test.  If  it  is  a  test  of  anything,  it 
is  of  the  jealousy  we  entertain  of  the  future  Legis- 
lature. Such  a  jealousy,  though  pretty  evident, 
he  thought,  was  unfounded,  lie  believed  that 
those  who  came  after  us,  would  possess  as  much 
virtue  and  discernment  as  we  did,  and  would  be  as 
much  interested  in  providing  for  an  honest  dis- 
charge of  the  Debt 

We  have  been  frequently  called  on  to  bring  for- 
ward direct  taxes  or  other  substitutes,  and  were 
charged  with  voting  against  direct  taxes  last  ses- 
sion. There  is  no  need  for  other  taxes  until  the 
limitation  is  nearer  its  expiration ;  nor  ought  this 
to  be  called  for  unless  we  were  proposing  a  repeal 
of  some  of  the  existing  taxes,  as  they  are  fully  suf- 
ficient for  the  object  proposed. 

Mr.  F.  said  that,  as  direct  taxes  had  been  often 
mentioned  in  Slich  a  manner  as  to  suggest  a  sus- 
picion that  he  did  not  seriously  wish  them  to  be 
brought  forward  at  any  time,  he  begged  leave  to 
explain  himself  on  that  subject  more  fully.  He 
said  that,  last  session,  he  had  the  honor  of  making 
the  motion  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
snd  it  was  his  wish  that  that  committee  would 
have  proposed  a  direct  tax  of  two  millions  of  dol- 
lsr!«,  to  be  apportioned  among  the  different  States, 
igreeably  to  the  Constitution,  and  appropriated 
for  a  limited  time  to  the  redemption  of  the  Public 
Debt  He  expected  that  each  State  would  levy  it 
in  its  own  way. 

He  said  that,  however  much  he  was  against  an 
excise  system  of  taxation,  because  of  its  partial 
operation  and  corrupting  effects;  yet,  on  reflect- 
ing that  even  a  direct  tax  could  not  be  apportioned 
with  perfect  equality  on  all  the  States,  and  that 
it  would  generally  happen,  that  where  the  indi- 
rect taxes  pressed  lightest,  the  direct  taxes  would 
press  most  heavily,  he  thought  it  would  be  best 
now,  when  the  country  was  able  to  bear  it,  to  put 
both  kinds  into  operatioD,  and  this  might  b«  aided 


with  further  duties  on  such  manufactures  as  could 
bear  it,  and  equally  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  protect- 
ing duties  with  those  already  taxed.  He  hoped 
that,  when  the  next  Congress  met,  such  a  plan  of 
taxation  would  be  adopted ;  doing  this,  would  be 
an  unequivocal  test  of  a  disposition  to  promote 
a  speedy  and  honest  discharge  of  the  Public 
Debt 

The  tax  negatived  last  session,  was  not  such  a 
direct  one  as  he  contemplated,  nor  of  sufiBcient 
amount  to  be  worth  the  expense  of  levying ;  nor 
was  it  needed  for  the  object  proposed.  It  was  but 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  to  be  levied 
exclusively  on  land.  The  direct  tax,  he  contem- 
plated, was  a  tax  on  all  visible  property  that  could 
be  conveniently  rated,  and  he  conceived  that  two 
millions  of  dollars,  would  be  but  a  moderate  tax 
on  the  United  States. 

He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  much  no- 
tice of  the  arguments  offered  rc'^pecting  the  qua- 
lity of  the  taxes,  as  we  were  neither  about  to  ori- 
ginate nor  repeal  them,  but  thought  many  of  these 
arguments  more  plausible  than  solid.  He  instanced 
a  gentleman^s  [Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina] 
comparison  of  the  impost  on  coffee,  with  the  ex- 
cise on  loaf  sugar.  If  the  gentleman  had  reflect- 
ed, that  coarse  sugar  paid  an  impost  before  it  was 
refined,  as  well  as  coffee,  he  would  have  been  con- 
vinced that  the  comparison  was  fallacious.  To 
make  them  correspond,  there  ought  to  be  an  excise 
on  coffee  when  it  is  boiled,  or,  rather,  on  the  grind- 
ing of  it,  as  in  England. 

The  same  gentleman  expressed  himself  sur- 
prised at  the  objections  to  the  swearing  required 
in  the  excise  laws,  and  said  an  honest  man  who 
was  willing  to  do  his  duty,  could  have  no  objec- 
tion to  swearing.  Mr.  F.  said,  that  this  case  was 
strongly  misstated.  The  honest  man  was  not 
afraid  of  his  own  swearing  falsely,  but  he  was 
afraid  that  his  honesty  would  ruin  his  business, 
because  the  man  that  did  not  fear  an  oath  would 
undersell  him.  This  was  an  evil  which  the  most 
judicious  advocates  of  excises  acknowledged  to  be 
inseparable  from  them.  The  experience  of  every 
country,  where  an  excise  system  prevails,  has  pro- 
duced lamentable  instances  of  the  depravity  of 
those  that  were  immediately  connected  with  the 
excises.  He  regretted  that,  already,  instances  of 
such  depravity  could  be  found  in  our  own  country. 
But  the  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  [Mr. 
S.  Smith,]  had  spoken  so  well  on  this  subject, 
and  on  the  sentiments  of  the  people  respecting  ex- 
cises, that  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  add 
much  on  that  subject  One  particular,  however, 
he  would  mention.  It  was  in  proof  before  a  com- 
mittee of  which  he  was  a  member,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  protecting  duties,  all  the  rum  distil- 
leries in  this  city  and  Baltimore,  had  given  up  the 
business,  but  one  in  each  of  these  towns,  though, 
before  the  excise  law,  these  distilleries  had  been 
worth  from  a  thousand  to  twelve  hundred  pounds 
annually  to  the  owners.  They  now  either  lie  idle, 
or  are  turned  into  breweries.  He  did  not  know 
how  it  was  in  other  towns,  nor  whether  the  two 
distillers  that  continued  at  the  business  in  this 
city  and  Baltimore,  were  honest  men  or  not ;  but 
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he  thought  the  circurostaaco  was  alarming,  and 
ou^rht  to  bu  inquired  into. 

The  8anie  frentlemnn  spoke  much  about  the 
propriety  of  taxing:  luxuries  as  they  were  only 
used  by  the  wealthy.  He  fuiid  he  never  had  heard 
an  exact  definition  of  luxuries.  In  general,  they 
wore  such  thing-t  as  contributed  to  the  happiness 
of  individuals,  at  least  in  their  own  esteem,  and 
which  they  could  exist  without  the  use  of;  but  to 
take  them  by  this  rule,  they  would  be  exceedingly 
numerous,  and  as  various  as  the  different  tastea, 
pa8aion.«i,  and  circumstances  of  mankind.  With 
respect  to  loaf  su^rar,  it  was  in  pretty  genera)  use; 
and  as  to  snufF,  he  never  knew  the  consumption 
of  it  to  be  confined  to  the  wealthy.  He  thought  a 
view  of  thiH  House  gave  a  proof  that  it  was  not, 
but  few  of  the  members  used  it ;  it  was  more  com- 
monly used  by  the  peer,  the  disconsolate  and  un- 
happy, who  had  recourse  to  it  as  a  stimulus  to  as- 
sist in  supporting  tliem  under  melanchol}'.  He 
said,  there  was  another  kind  of  property,  which, 
if  not  luxury,  yet,  could  well  bear  a  tax — he  meant 
great  landed  estates.  Many  might  be  found  with 
extensive  manors  of  land,  numerous  stocks  of  cat- 
tle, and  abundance  of  all  the  most  permanent  kinds 
of  wealth,  who  did  not  pay  as  much  of  impost  or 
excise  as  the  day  laborer,  or  the  man  who  had  to 
rent  a  farm  to  raise  his  family  on. 

Mr.  Giles  hoped  that  some  of  the  taxes  would 
be  continued.  His  opinion  had  uniformly  been, 
that  the  taxes,  altogether,  were  insufficient  for  any 
formidable  operation  on  the  National  Debt  I'he 
surplus  of  revenue,  by  the  most  favorable  state- 
ment, was  not  supposed  to  be  more  than  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  He  did  not 
think  the  excise  system  the  best  for  making  an 
impression  on  the  Debt.  He  wished  for  an  appor- 
tionment among  the  States.  As  to  the  resolution 
before  the  House,  he  approved  of  some  of  the  tax- 
es, and  others  he  disapproved.  He  therefore  wished 
the  resolution  could  be  divided,  that  he  might  not 
be  obliecd  to  vote  for  or  against  five  taxes  all  at 
once.  He  hoped  that  a  plan  for  apportioning  taxes 
to  discharge  the  Debt  would,  before  the  rise  of  the 
session,  be  laid  on  the  table.  If  it  was  not  done  by 
somebody  else,  he  would  do  it  himself.  He  had 
strong  objections  to  several  of  these  taxes,  to  which 
he  would  give  his  consent,  rather  than  that  no- 
thing should  be  done.  He  wished  that  some  bet- 
ter proposition  could  be  brought  forward  than  a 
few  petty  excises.  Such  a  thing  might  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and,  between  this  and  the  next  session, 
they  could  sound  their  constituents  upon  it  He 
wished  for  some  modification  in  the  motion  of  Mr. 
S.  Smith. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  was  for  a  division  immediately. 

Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr. 
Madison,  and  Mr.  Hartley,  also  spoke. 

The  last  gentleman  feared  that  he  would  never 
see  an  end  of  such  a  discussion. 

The  question  for  striking  out  the  resolution  was 
put— Ayes  only  21. 

The  motitm  being  thus  lost : 

Mr.  Giles  said  that,  at  the  risk  of  popular  odi- 
um, he  would  move  to  strike  out  the  tax  upon  car- 
riages.   He  knew  this  to  be  the  most  popular  of 


the  taxes,  but  he  believed  it  tn  be  against  the  &«)- 
stitution.  It  was  not  a  voluntary,  but  a  compaliVH-T 
tax.  To  lay  a  tax  on  a  thing  already  in  a  niin'j 
possession,  was  a  direct  tax ;  and,  though  a  popu- 
lar one,  the  fear  of  giving  offence  would  not  deter 
him  from  doing  what  he  believed  to  be  hts  datr. 
A  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [.\fr.  W.  Smith] 
had  treated  objections  of  this  kind  lightly;  and 
had  said,  that  the  Constitution  could  (^  correct<^L 
He  thought  this  a  very  unguarded  mode  of  ex- 
[iression.  We  have  all  sworn  to  8up|>ort  the  Ojh- 
fetitution  ;  and,  if  it  must  be  altered,  we  know  rm 
well  that  this  House  has  not  authority  for  that 
purpose.  There  must  be  an  authority  of  a  diffrr- 
ent  kind.  As  to  the  tax  now  before  the  Hoa<e,  so 
firmly  were  several  gentlemen  persuaded  of  its 
illegality,  that  they  had  determined  to  mike  ui 
opposition  to  it — not  as  in  Pennsylvania,  by  an  in- 
surrection— but  by  a  trial  before  a  Court  of  Lav. 

Mr.  Boudinot  considered  the  objections  of  Ur. 
Giles  as  totally  groundless.  You  might  a^  well 
say  that  the  tonnage  of  a  ship  is  a  direct  tax,  dr 
the  ship  and  the  carriage  have  both,  perhaps,  been 
in  possession  of  their  respective  owners,  before  the 
existence  of  the  tax.  If  he  bad  imagined  the  tax 
to  be  unconstitutional,  he  would  certainly  liare 
opposed  it  H;jth  all  his  might  He  considenKl  it 
as  a  popular  tax. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusB  recommended  brevity  and  de- 
spatch. 

Mr.  Bkatty  wondered  at  hearing  his  collea^e 
say,  that  the  carriage  tax  was  popular,  since  it  was 

?uite  otherwise  among  their  ooubtituents  in  New 
ersey, 

Mr.  BotTDiNOT  explained. — That  part  of  the  tix 
which  regarded  carriages  of  pleasure  was  popular; 
but  the  collector  of  the  tax  in  New  Jersey,  br  a 
construction  which  never  came  into  the  bead  of 
anybody  except  himself,  applied  the  law  to  the 
wagons  of  farmers  going  to  market  This  part  of 
the  tax  was  very  unpopular,  and  justly  so,  bat  (be 
other  part  was  agreeable. 

On  dividing,  the  motion  of  Mr.  (jrtLia  was  ne- 
gatived— Ayes  29,  noes  55. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Sedgwick,  for  strik- 
ing out  another  part  of  the  resolution.  The  mean- 
ing was  not  to  limit  the  appropriation  of  the  pro- 
duce of  these  taxes  to  the  discharge  of  the  Debt 
exclusively.  He  had  been  appointed  on  a  com- 
mittee, when  the  galleries  were  shut ;  and  it  was 
the  business  Of  the  House  to  provide  money  for 
the  humane  and  national  purposes  referred  to. 
That  money  must  be  had.  He  did  not  think  him- 
self at  liberty  to  speak  more  plainly,  but  the  House 
knew  that  this  was  an  indispensable  object 

Mr.  FiTzaiMONB  said  that,  if  the  gentlemaD 
meant  any  other  purpose  than  what  bad  been  ill 
along  professed,  for  the  application  of  the  moner, 
he  wished  him  to  speak  out 

The  Committee  agreed  to  all  tha  reaolution9  u 
reported,  and  then  rose,  and  the  Uouae  agreed  to 
the  resolutions,  which  are  as  follows: 

1.  IU$ol9ed,  That  there  be  appropriated,  out  of  the 
revenues  of  the  year  one  tht»u«Hnd  seven  hundrei)  aiii 
ninety-live,  a  suiu  not  exceeding  six  hundred  tbtiunaJ 
dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  paysMot  of  two  doUan  tf 
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every  litiniired  ilfillarw  of  the  amount  of  that  pnrt  of  the 
Pubtic  Debt,  whit  h  hears  nn  actual  iutfrent  of  t^ix  |ier 
c«nt.;  the  s^aiJ  (ayiiieiit  tu  he  made  on  tho day  of 

next. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Keveral  clause?  of  limitation  in 
ihe  arU  for  laviiir;  duticti  and  laxeA  on  manufactured 
Fugar  »nd  i^nuHf;  on  liccnsiea  for  retailing  winefi  and 
iprjjuous  liquors;  on  ^ales  at  auction;  and  on  car- 
ria::es,  bi»  repealed  ;  iJiat  t)ie  f^aid  several  acts  be  ctin- 
tinued  in  force  until  ihe  yt-ar  one  thon*<and  eight  hun- 
dred imd  one;  an<l  (hat  the  numeyii  ari^in^  tl»erefn»ni 
U*  iippropriated  to  the  di^chiirge  of  that  portion  of  the 
Public  Debt  wiiich  i«  reth'enuible  by  law,  subject,  how- 
ewr,  to  a  ^ub«tituticMi  of  other  chities  or  taxes  of  equal 
Taioe,  to  all  or  any  of  the  said  duties  and  taxesw 

3  Resolved,  That  the  eighth  siection  of  the  net  of  la.«it 
««8ioii.  laying  and  continuing  rertnin  tlutie-^  on  ^o<ids, 
T\;trfs, and  merchandise. be  repealed;  and  that  the  du- 
ratimi  «»f  ihe  said  act  be  made  commensurate  with  the 
act  far  laying  such  duties,  pa^m^d  the  tentli  day  of  Au- 
gust, one  thousand  seven  hundrd  and  ninety, 'entitled 
*  An  act  making  funiier  pruvisioD  for  tlie  Debt  of  the 
United  States." 

4.  Rexofrfd,  That  the  surplus  of  rorenue.  which  may 
horcaffer  exist,  after  satisfying  all  legal  appropriationi*, 
Ih*  aiinuallv  appropriated  to  tlie  purchase  of  the  Public 
Debt 

6.  Resolved,  Tliat  provision  be  made  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  land:!  in  the  Western  Territory. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  staid  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Du- 
TALL,  and  Mr.  Nicholas,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 


Monday,  February  9. 

Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  returned  to  Rerve  in 
this  House  as  a  mcinber  for  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  in  the  room  of  Albxaitder  Gillon,  de- 
ceased, appeared,  produced  bin  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  s<.'at  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  sundry  manufacturers  of 
heuip,  in  the  towns  of  Boston,  Newport,  and  Provi- 
derice,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  iteelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wliole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  *'  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act 
to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within 
the  United  States  ;*  *'  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  several 
amendmerHs  thereto;  which  were  severally^ twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Mes.sage  from  the  President  of 
TBc  United  States  of  the  4th  instant,  enclosing  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to  a 
L<i:in  for  the  maintenance  of  the  intercourse  of  the 
United  States  with  foreign  nations,  made  a  report, 
which  was  read :  Whereupon, 
L  Hooked^  That  adequate  proTisioa  be  made  by 


law  for  reimbur.'-ing,  before  the  year ,  any  loan 

,  which  may  hereafter  be  made  imdcr  the  authority 
of  the  President  or  the  United  States,  in  vir- 
tue of  an  act  of  the  la.^t  ses.sion  of  Congress,  enti- 
tled **  An  act  making  Airthcr  provisions  for  the  ex- 
penses attending  the  intercourse  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  nations;  and  further  to  continue 
in  force  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  providing  the 
means  of  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations.' " 

Revolted,  That,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  resolutions,  the  proceeds  of  the  da- 
ties  upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons, 
on  licences  for  selling  wines  and  foreign  distilled 
spirituous  liquors  by  retail,  on  snuff  and  refined 
su^ar,  and  on  property  sold  at  auction,  imposed 
by  acts  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congres?*,  and 
which  may  be  further  continued  the  present  ses- 
sion, which  arc  not  already  appropriated,  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  rciinbursemcnt,  before  the  year 

,  of  any  loan   which  may  hereafter  be  tnade 

in  virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid;  and  that  the  faith 
of  Government  be  pledged  to  make  good  any  de- 
firicncy. 

Orderedj  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Mr.  Sedo« 
WICK,  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  William 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Giles,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  .same. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  bo  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  passed 
the  8th  day  of  May,  17112,  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  War  Depart- 
ments," in  such  manner  as  to  give  the  President 
or  the  United  States  the  same  power  of  tempo- 
rary appointments  to  the  offices  mentioned  in  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  in  case  of  va- 
cancy, as  by  the  same  section  is  given  to  him  in 
the  ca.ses  of  death,  absence  from  the  Seat  of  Go- 
verroent,  aiid  sickness:  Provided,  That  no  ap- 
pointment, made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  for  a  longer 
term  than  six  months. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Skdo- 
wicK,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  McDowell. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions, reported  on  the  4th  instant,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  whom  was  referre<i  the 
report  of  the  committee  respecting  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  the  former  Government,  and  the 
unpaid  balances  due  thereon ;  and  the  said  resolu- 
tions being  amended,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House 
as  follows : 

1.  Resolved^  That  further  and  more  adequate 
provision  should  be  made,  by  law,  for  the  recove- 
ry of  debts  di:io  from  individuals  to  the  United 
States. 

2.  ResQhed,  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trear 
sury  be  authorized  to  issue  a  notification  to  any 
person  who  has  received  moneys  for  which  he  is 
accountable  to  the  United  States,  or  to  the  execu- 
tor or  administrator  of  such  person,  if  he  be  de- 
ceased, requiring  him  to  render  to  the  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury,  in  a  reasonable  time,  not  less  than 

,  nor  more  than months,  all  his  accounts 

and  vouchers  for  the  expenditure  of  the  said  mo- 
neys, compreheodiog  a  schedule  of  all  claims  of 
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credit,  or,  in  default  thereof,  to  remain  charged  with 
the  moneys  so  advanced ;  and  saits  shall  be  com- 
menced for  the  same  without  further  notice,  and  the 
party  subjected  to  the  costs  and  charges  of  such 
suit^,  wliether  the  ultimate  decision  shall  be  in 
their  favor  or  against  them. 

8.  £esolved,  That  the  Marshals  of  the  respective 
Districts  be  authorized  to  serve  the  said  notifica- 
tions on  the  parties  therein  named,  by  leaving  copies 
thereof  at  their  respective  dwellings  or  usual  places 
of  abode :  and  that  the  return  of  the  notifications 
to  the  Comptroller's  Office,  with  the  MnrshaPs  cer- 
tificate thereon,  that  service  has  been  made,  be 
deemed  legal  evidence  in  the  District  Courts  of^thc 
proceedings,  and  for  the  recovery  of  costs  and 
charges. 

4.  Resolved^  That,  in  cases  where  accoOnts  shall 
be  rendered  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  within 
the  time  limited  in  the  notifications  to  the  Auditor, 
he  shall  immediately  proceed  to  liquidate  the  cre- 
dits to  be  passed  for  the  saiJ  accounts,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  Comptroller,  with  a  particular  list 
of  any  claims  for  credit  which  shall  have  been  dis- 
allowed by  him. 

5.  Resohed^  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury immediately  proceed  to  the  examination  of 
the  credits  allowed  by  the  Auditor,  and,  if  the  same 
be  approved  by  him,  that  he  cause  credit  therefor 
to  be  passed  on  the  public  books. 

6.  Meaohed.  That  a  list  of  such  credits  as  shall 
have  been  claimed  and  not  admitted  by  the  Comp- 
troller, be  made  out  and  transmitted  to  the  Mar- 
shal of  the  District  where  the  claimant  resides, 
and  that  a  copy  thereof  be  left  at  the  dwelling  or 
last  usual  place  of  abode  of  such  claimant,  with 
notice  of  the  time  assigned  by  the  Comptroller 
fur  the  final  hearing  of  the  account;  of  which 
proceedings  the  Marshal  to  transmit  an  official  re- 
turn to  the  Comptroller. 

7.  Boohed^  In  case  of  an  omission  or  neglect  on 
the  part  of  the  claimant*  to  assign  reasons,  in  writ- 
ing, to  the  Comptroller,  within  the  time  limited, 
why  the  suspended  credits  should  be  admitted,  all 
future  claims  therefor  to  be  barred. 

8.  Re9olted^  In  case  the  claimant  assign,  in  writ- 
ing, his  reason  why  the  suspended  credits  should 
be  admitted,  the  Comptroller  to  be  directed  to  con- 
Bider  the  same,  and  decide  thereon,  according  ti) 
principles  of  equity  and  the  usages  of  the  Treasury 
Department. 

9.  Recited,  In  cases  where  the  final  decision  of 
the  Comptroller  shall  have  been  against  the 
claimant,  and  where  be  shall  have  voluntarily, 

within  months,  submitted  his  claim  to  the 

equitable  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
General,  the  said  officers  to  be  vested  with  autho- 
rity to  hear  the  claimant  and  pronounce  an  award, 
which  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Ltman,  Mr.  Findlbt,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr. 
Harbison,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Sbdowick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entiUed  *'  An 


act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  War 
Departments;*'  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  examine  and  report  on  the  state  of  the  Hint, 
and  what  further  measures  are  necessary  to  render 
the  institution  more  beneficial,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committeri 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Mondar 
next. 

A  mcs^tage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  for 
enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating  the  same,'**  with  several  amendment^; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act«  entitlei 
"  An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  aitd 
War  Departments,*'  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  a  plan 
for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt ;  and,  afler 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  ns 
ported  progress. 

TuESDAT,  February  10. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  es'ahli^h 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States  ;* "  together  with  the  amendments  agreed  td 
yesterday,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  '*  laying  certain 
duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar ;"  which  vis 
^ead  twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoa«, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  relative  to  the  compensations  to  certain  offi- 
cers employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  of 
impost  and  tonnage,"  with  several  amendments; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  for  enrolling  and  licen.sing  ships  or  vessels  \» 
be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries, 
and  for  regulating  the  same:*  *'  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments  be  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Gilbs,  and  Mr.  W. 
Smith. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  a  pUn  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt;  and,  after  Kome 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported progress. 

Wbdnbsoat,  February  11. 
Mr.  Heath,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  recovery  vf 
debts  due  from  individuals  to  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 
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The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
''An  act  relative  to  the  compensations  of  certain 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  of 
impost  and  tonnage  ;**  and,  the  same  being  read, 
R-as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sbdowick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  reimbursement  of  a  Loan 
authorized  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  GooDHUB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  committed  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the 
coastinj^  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulatin^^  the 
same,* "  made  a  report ;  which  was  read :  Where- 
upon, 

Resohedy  That  this  Uouse  doth  disagree  to  all 
the  said  amendments. 

Rewlted,  That  a  conference  be  desired  with  the 
Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  amend- 
ments ;  and  that  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Giles,  and  Mr. 
W.  SMrrn,  be  appointed  managers  at  the  said  con- 
ference on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Jekehiab  Smith,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  owners 
of  fishing  vessels  in  the  towns  of  Portland  and 
Falmouth,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  made  a 
report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  apiin  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  a 
plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  several  resolutions  to  the  House : 
where  the  same  were  twice  read,  amended,  and 
igreed  to,  as  follows : 

1.  Besohedf  That  provision  be  made  by  law  for 
the  payment  of  interest  on  the  principal  of  the 
unsubscribed  Debt  of  the  United  States,  (except 
Loan  Office  certificates,  bearing  interest  on  their 
nominal  value,)  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  for  one  year,  ending  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five. 

2  Bmohed,  That  the  arrears  of  interest  on  the 
unsubscribed  Debt  aforesaid,  be  calculated  to  the 
^(1  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
nincty-Sve,  and  that  the  possessors  thereof  be  en- 
titled to  subscribe  the  same,  on  loan,  to  the  United 
States,  at  an  interest  of  three  per  cent  per  annum. 
That  those  who  shall  not  so  subsctibe,  shall  receive, 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-six,  one-tenth  part  of  the  said 
arrears  to  them  respectively  due. 

3.  Resohedy  That  the  holders  of  Loan  Office  cer- 
tificates, which  bear  interest  on  their  nominal  value, 
^  entitled  to  receive  the  specie  value,  together 
^ith  the  interest  thereon,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
Ilnited  States,  on  demand;   but  that  no  interest 

Bhall  accrue  oo  such  certificates  afUr  the day 

of , 

4.  Reaohedj  That  a  Loan  be  opened  at  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  Stotes  to  the  amoant  of  the 


whole  of  the  Foreign  Debt;  and,  that  for  every 
one  hundred  dollars  of  the  said  Debt  subscribed 
thereto,  the  subscriber  shall  be  entitled  to  an  ad- 
dition of  one-half  of  a  per  centum  to  the  rate  of 
interest  to  which  such  stock  is  now  entitled,  or  to 
a  sum  equivalent  in  capital,  bearing  an  interest  of 
five  per  cent,  per  annum.  And  that  the  perma- 
nent revenues  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  quarter  yearly,  at  the 
Treasury  qf  the  United  States,  till  the  reimburse* 
ment  of  the  principul. 

5.  Resolved^  That  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  be  empowered,  with  the  approba- 
ti<m  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  provide,  by  new  loans,  or  by  the  sale  of  certifi- 
cates of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
centum,  for  the  reimbursement  of  any  instalment 
or  part  of  the  present  foreign  Debt  of  the  United 
States :  Provided,  That  the  principal  and  interest 
of  such  loan  and  certificates  shall  be  payable  at 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  the  prin- 
cipal thereof  redeemable  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  such  conversion  of  foreign 
into  domestic  Debt,  shall  not  charge  the  United 
States  with  an  interest  of  more  than  half  a  per 
cent  in  addition  to  that  payable  on  the  Debt  so 
converted.  That  the  interest  of  the  sum  redeemed 
and  paid  thereof,  and  the  permanent  revenue  of 
the  United  States,  be  pledged  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  loans  to  be  made  on  the  stock 
to  be  created  in  virtue  of  the  said  powers. 

6.  Resohedy  That  in  addition  to  the  provisions 
heretofore  made  for  reimbursing  and  redeeming 
the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  so  much  of  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt," 
as  makes  a  reservation  out  of  the  interest  on  the 
Debt  purchased,  be  repealed;  and,  that  in  lieu 
thereof  a  sufficient  sum  of  the  duties  on  impost 
and  tonnage  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

7.  Reiolcedf  That  so  much  of  the  revenue  aris- 
ing from  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  as, 
together  with  the  other  moneys  now  constituting 
the  Sinking  Fund,  that  shall  accrue  to  it  by  virtue 
of  the  foregoing  provisions,  and  the  interest  re- 
deemed, as  shall  be  sufficient,  be  appropriated  to- 
wards the  payment  of  the  sum  which  may  of 
right  be  annually  paid  on  account  of  the  principal 
of  such  funded  stock  as,  on  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
ry, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six, 
shall  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  per  annum, 
excluding  that  to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  which  shall  stand 
to  the  credit  of  particular  States.  And  that  the 
same  shall  continue  so  appropriated  until  the 
whole  of  the  said  stock  shall  be  redeemed  ;  and, 
thenceforth,  until  the  whole  of  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States,  funded  and  unfunded,  shall  be  dis- 
charged. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  dividends  in  the  stock 
(the  property  of  the  United  States)  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  be  appropriated  to  the  same 
fund,  reserving  thereout,  from  time  to  time,  so 
much  as  shall  be  necessary  to  discharge  the  inter- 
est on  what  shall  remain  unpaid  of  the  Loan 
made  of  the  said  Bank,  porsuant  to  the  eleventh 
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section  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  with  so  much 
of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  as,  together 
with  those  dividends,  (after  deducting  what  niay 
be  necessary  to  pay  the  interest,)  shall  be  sufficient 
to  pay  off  the  instalments  of  the  said  Loan,  as 
they  shall  hereafter,  from  year  to  year,  become 
due;  and  as,  (the  said  instalments  being  first  paid,) 
together  with  any  other  moneys  which,  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  two,  may  belong  to  the  said  fund,  and  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  shall  be  sufficient,  from 
year  to  year,  with  the  interest  redeemed,  to  pay 
the  sums  which  may  of  right  be  annually  paid,  on 
account  of  the  principal  of  such  funded  stock  as, 
at  tlie  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred, 
shall  begin  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  ex- 
cluding that  which  may  stand  to  the  credit  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  to 
the  credit  of  individual  States;  and  continue  so 
appropriated  until  the  said  last- mentioned  stock, 
and  the  instiihnents  bf  the  Loan  aforesaid,  shall 
be  redeemed  and  discharged,  and  the  interest  of 
the  stock  which  shall  be  redeemed  by  virtue  of 
the  foregoing  provisions  continue  to  be  appropri- 
ated to  the  said  fund  after  the  full  redemption  in 
such  case  is  completed,  until  the  whole  of  the  pre- 
sent Debt  of  the  United  States  be  redeemed  by 
reimbursement,  purchase,  or  otherwise. 

9.  Reitolced^  That  the  moneys  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  such 
as  shall  be  received  for  debts  due  to  the  United 
States  antecedent  to  the  present  Government,  to- 
gether with  the  surplus  of  all  current  revenues 
which  shall  remain  unappropriated  at  the  end  of 
any  year,  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  same  fimd. 

10.  .Resolved,  That,  afcer  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  all  reimbursements  of  the  capital  of  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States  (foreign  or  domestic,) 
and  of  the  reimbursement  of  the  Loan  had  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  be  made  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund ;  and  that  they  be  empowered,  with  the  ap- 
pnibation  of  the  Prbsidbnt  or  the  United 
States,  as  the  instalments  of  principal  become 
due,  to  borrow  the  sums  necessary  to  pay  such  in- 
stalment :  Provided^  That  every  such  loan  shall  be 
redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  rate  of  interest  shall  not  exceed  six  per 
centum  per  annum,  and  be  chargeable — 

First,  Upon  the  interest  of  the  instalment  which 
shall  be  reimbursed ; 

Secondly,  Upon  the  revenue  of  impost  and  ton- 
nage, for  making  good  any  deficiency. 

But  the  interest  on  the  six  per  cent  stock  re- 
deemed shall  not  be  included. 

11.  R'fwUedy  That  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  be  authorized,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President,  to  borrow,  from  time  to  time, 
such  sums,  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  a'ppro- 
priated,  as  m.-iy  be  necessary  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  Public  Debt,  not  exceeding  one 
million  in  any  year,  and  reimbursable  within  a 
year  fi*om  the  time  of  each  Loan ;  and  that  the 
interest  on  such  Loan  be  defrayed  out  of  the  per- 
manent revenue,  and  shall  not  exceed  six  per 
centum  per  annam. 


12.  Resolved,  That  all  sums  remaining  unex- 
pended, after  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hin- 
dred  and  ninety -five,  upon  any  appropriation  for 
more  than  two  years,  after  the  end  of  the  year  for 
which  such  appropriation  may  l>e  made,  shall  (je 
carried  to  a  S'^parate  account  to  be  kept  at  tite 
Treasury ;  and  that  a  statement  of  all  appropria- 
tions shall  be  reported  to  the  Legislature  within 
thirty  days  after  their  first  meeting  in  every  yeir. 

13.  Resolved,  That  all  priorities  established  by 
appropriations  for  the  Funded  Debt,  shall,  after  the 
last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hun'lrvd 
and  ninety-six,  cease  with  respect  to  all  the  credit- 
ors of  the  United  States,  who  shall  not,  before  the 
safd  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety*six,  signify  their  dissent  thereto 
to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury;  and  Uiat,  after 
that  period,  the  revenue  charged  with  such  a;ipr<>- 
priations  shall  constitute  a  common  fund,  charge- 
able  with  the  same  debts  indiscriminately,  except- 
ing only  as  it  may  respect  such  of  the  creditors  as 
may  signify  their  dissent  thereto,  in  manner  afore- 
said. 

14.  Resolved,  That  all  Loan  Office  certificate's 
final  settlements,  or  indents  of  interest,  now  in  the 
hands  of  any  person  or  pereons,  shall,  on  or  before 

the day  of ,  be  exhibited  at  the  Treasury, 

where  the  holders  or  possessors  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  other  certificates  of  equivalent  tenor, 
in  lieu  thereof;  and  if  any  person  shall  neglect 
to  exhibit  such  Loan  Office  certificates,  final  set- 
tlements, or  indents  of  interest,  and  to  get  the  same 
exchanged,  he  or  they  shall  be  forever  barred  fn»ni 
any  payment  or  acknowledgment  for  such  Loan 
Office  certificate,  final  settlement,  or  indent  of  in- 
terest. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pu^ 
suant  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith.  Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  FrrzsiMoxs,  Mr.  Duvall, 
and  Mr.  Nicholas,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  Dayton,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  continuing  and  regulating  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  Xlnited  States,  and 
for  repealing  sundry  acts  heretofore  passe<]  on  that 
subject ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  reimbursement 
of  a  Loan  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  last  session 
of  Cohji:ress;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Comrulttee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  wiiboat 
amendment 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

TAX  ON  CARRIAOEa 

Tt  was  moved  by  Mr.  Bbattt,  that  a  committee 
should  be  appointad  to  report  whether  any,  and 
what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  act  for  layii^ 
a  tax  on  carria'^s  for  pleasure,  and  to  report  a 
bill,  with  such  alterations  as  may  be  necessary  ia 
the  same.     Agreed  ta 

On  this  occasion,  Mr.  Bbattt'  observed,  that  he 
had,  some  few  days  ago,  when  the  resolution  for 
extending  the  tima  of  limitation  to  certain  exctiie 
acts  pasMd  last  session,  was  uader  conaidentioo, 
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ntradictcd   ivhat   fell  from  his  colleague,  [Mr. 
DiDixoT,]  that  the  law  "laying duties  upon  car- 
igi's"  was  popular  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
was  (said  Mr.  B.)  the  very  i-e verse  of  that,  and, 
coQHcqucnoe,  he  could,  hy  no  means,  assent  to 
e  prolongation  of  that  act  to   the  year  1801. 
le  House  having,  however,  agreed  to  the  exten- 
m  of  this  act  to  a  distant  period,  he  now  thought 
vai  a  duty  he  owed  to  his  constituents  to  hnng 
rwaitl  a  proposition  for  the  revision  of  that  law. 
ills  he  was  now  desirous  of  submitting,  and  he 
peated  that  the  act  in  question  was  generuUj 
Alikifd  hy  the  citizens  of  the  State  from  whence 
I  came ;  and,  in  some  parts,  it  was  so  obnoxious, 
lar,  were  it  not  for  the  patriotism  and  love  of 
rdur  which  his  constituents  had  at  all  times  ma- 
ifcs!cd  in  their  conduct,  he  would  not  have  been 
aswerable  that  the  duties  arising  under  that  law 
}uld  have  been  collected.     He  was  ready,  how- 
rer,  to  admit,  that  great  part  of  the  dissati&fac- 
ion  had  arisen  from  the  injudicious  mode  of  exe- 
at ton  adopted  by  the  Supervisor,  who  had,  per- 
Ap8,  dttwovered  more  zeal  than  understanding  in 
he  construction  of  this  law. 
Mr.  B.  had  no  great  objection  to  the  principle 
I  the  law,  but  he  thought  it  was  defective  in  two 
niiits.  and  was  susceptible  of  amendment,  so  as 
0  render  it  more  agreeable  to  his  constituents. 
The  enacting  clause  is  not  sufficiently  minute  in 
he  description  of  the  carriages  subject  to  taxation, 
md,  in  some  instances,  the  terms  used  were  of  an 
(qoirocal  nature.      To  prove  the  first,  he  need 
)Dly  mention  that,  notwithstanding*  the  protection 
iftovded  by  the  proviso,  in  the  first  section,  to  car- 
riages for  **  domestic  purposes,"  yet  the  market 
vn^tms  of  New  Jersey  had  pretty  generally  been 
Bibjected  to  the  duty ;  and,  as  an  instance  of  the 
leeuud,  he  said  that  the  term  "  ooaohee,**  used  in 
the  law,  appears  to  have  no  appropriate  meaning. 
Before  the  jiassing  of  this  law,  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  three-fourths  of  the  carriages  in  use 
iu  this  city  were  of  this  description ;  and  now,  it 
iecms,by  some  new  definition  of  the  law,  that  not 
one  in  four  are  of  that  species -of  carriage,  but  are 
returned  to  the  Collector  and  pay  a  tax  only  of 
tvo  dollam,  on  the  same  scale  with  the  market 
wsf^ns  of  New  Jersey.    But  the  law  (Mr.  B.  ob- 
■cned)  was  materiallj  defective  in  another  point. 
Ill  cases  of  doubt,  what  carriages  are  within  the 
exempting  description,  there  is  no  summary  mode 
of  determining — what  cairiages  are  *'  usually"  and 
**  chiefly"  ••  employed  in  huslmndry,"  but  every  dis- 

{>Qted  cise  must  be  the  subject  of  a  suit  in  all  the 
^gai  forms.  This  was  highly  objectionable,  both 
on  the  grounds  of  delay  and  expense,  and  had  no 
<loubt  occasioned  the  payment  of  the  tax,  iu  a  va- 
i^etyof  instances,  where  the  parties  were  conscious 
they  were  within  the  exempting  clause,  but  had 
piiiferred  to  pay  the  two  dollars  rather  than  to  con- 
tend with  the  Collector  in  a  suit  at  law.  He 
'^oped,  therefore,  the  HouFe  would  readily  agree 
to  remedy  these  defects,  and  would  appoint  a  oom- 
Qittee  for  that  purpose. 

And  a  commit  tee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Bbattt, 
'^'  New,  and  Mr.  Hillhouse. 

And  the  Home  adjourned. 


TncKSDAT,  February  12. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  reimbursement  of  a 
Loan  autliorized  by  an  act  of  the  lust  session  of 
Congress  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Hcuse  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
to  whom  were  referred  the  laws  of  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
passed  the  first  day  of  Augast,  1792;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  a  resolution  thereu)X)n;  which  was  twi(e 
read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
follows : 

Beaolvedt  That  all  the  laws  passed  by  the  Se* 
cretary  and  Judges  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  on  the  first 
day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundix'd  and 
ninety -two,  be  disapproved,  excepting  a  law,  en- 
titled **  An  act  to  i-epeal  certain  parts  of  an  act, 
entitled  '  An  act  creating  the  office  of  Cleik  of  the 
Legislature.' " 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  I'esolution  ;  ^ud  that  Mr.  Find- 
LKT,  Mr.  Greenup,  Mr.  Huntkk,  Mr.  McDowell, 
and  Mr.  CoiT,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  invalids,*' 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILmA.. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  organizing,  arm- 
ing, and  disciplining  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States. 

The  first  clause  of  the  bill  was  in  these  words : 

**Be  it  enacted  hif  the  Senate  and  Howe  of  Repre- 
%ewtaHve%  of  the  United  States  of  Atneriea  in  Canteen 
auembied.  That,  friMn  and  itfiwr  the  parsing  of  this  act, 
the  Militia  of  the  Untteil  States  shall  be  omiptised  of 
all  able-bodied  white  male  citizens,  of  tlie  re^tpective 
Statesi,  resident  therein,  who  Mmll,  respectively,  be  of 
the  age  of  twenty  vearis  anil  under  the  age  (if  forty 
yearti ;  that  the  tiaid  Militia  t^hiill  be  divided  into  two 
classes — the  first  class  to  be  deaoniinated  the  select 
corps  of  the  Militia  of  the  Uiii  ed  Siate«.  Ti)e  select 
corpi*  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States  shall  be  c<»ni- 
posed  of  all  able-bodied  white  male  citizen^,  respeotivt^ 
Iv,  who  «ihall  be  of  the  age  of  twenty  year^,  an  J  un  ler 
the  age  of  twenty-five  yeari*.  The  reservud  corps  ^haU 
bHC(»mpoiMsd  of  all  able-lxkJied  white  male  citizensi,  re- 
spectively, who  rhall  lie  of  the  age  oftwentv-five  years, 
and  under  the  at^e  of  forty  year^ :  Prwtlied,  Tiiat,  in 
the  chftice  of  officer**,  either  m  the  select  airp^,  or  re- 
served ct)rp^  nf»  respect  shall  be  had  to  the  limitations 
of  age  aforesaid ;  the  foregoing  regulations  to  be  sub- 
ject, however,  to  the  exeinptioni  hereafter  specified." 

It  was  moved  to  strike  out  this  clause. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  did  not  know  the  state  of  the 
Eastern  militia,  but  that  of  the  Southern  States 
was  totally  useless  for  the  professed  purposes  of 
the  institution.  The  officers  dui-st  not,  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  have  marched  them  against  an 
enemy,  during  the  late  insurrection,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  a  general  idea  that  there  would  be  no  r»- 
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sistance.  But  this  extreme  deficiency  had  made 
several  gentlemen  turn  their  thoughts  to  that  point, 
and  to  reflect  on  the  absolute  necessity  for  a  pro- 
per militia.  By  the  present  law,  you  will  have 
an  hundred  thousand  young  men,  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  and  knowing  how  to  make  use  of 
them.  They  will,  by  rules  laid  down  in  this  act, 
learn  not  only  their  exercise,  but  the  essential 
duty  of  taking  care  of  themselves,  of  cooking, 
and'  of  lodging  themselves.  From  the  want  of 
this  knowledge,  the  militia,  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  suffered  much,  and  carried  home  from 
the  camp  contagious  diseases  that  swept  off 
whole  families.  What  would  be  the  behaviour  of 
Biiiain,  if  she  knew  that  yon  had  an  hundred 
thousond  young  men,  well  armed?  She  would 
not  stop  your  ships  on  the  seas,  when  there  was 
not  some  real  occasion,  if  she  knew  that  the  States 
to  the  east  of  the  Hudson  could  instantly  march 
thirty  thousand  men  into  Canada.  Spain,  on  the 
Soutnwestern  frontier,  would  be  equally  cautious, 
for  fear  of  the  militia  of  Kentucky  and  the  South- 
ern States.  There  would  be  no  need  of  ever  pull- 
ing a  trigger.  The  Ministers  of  foreign  Powers 
would  inform  their  Governments  of  your  internal 
strength,  and  they  would  be  sufficiently  careful. 
EviT^'body  will  tell  you  that  the  present  time  for 
keeping  the  militia  embodied  is  too  short.  In- 
stead of  four  days,  Mr.  S.  supposed  they  would 
recommend  eight.  But  this  also  was  only  trifling. 
At  present,  the  day  of  exercise  concluded  with 
horse-mcing,  cock-fighting,  and  wrestling.  Since 
the  end  of  the  late  war,  he  always  had  in  his  head 
a  plan  of  a  diilitia,  on  something  of  that  kind  that 
is  now  before  the  Committee.  In  the  war,  he  had 
seen  much  of  them,  and  they  were  always  very  de- 
fective. He  had  formerly  seen  the  Eastern  militia. 
They  were  not  good  soldiers,  though  they  were  ex- 
cellent materials  for  making  them  out  of.  He  was 
particularly  interested  that  this  resolution  should 
pass.  The  Government  must  either  have  a  good 
militia  or  a  standing  army ;  for,  the  present  militia, 
at  least  in  the  Southern  States,  do  not  deserve 
that  name ;  and  a  militia  was  more  agreeable  to 
Kepublican  principles.  He  endeavored  to  prove 
that  the  resolution  was  economical. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  observed,  that  two  systems  pre- 
sented themselves  to  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee. The  first,  that  of  compelling  every  citi- 
zen, capable  of  peiforming  the  duties  of  a  soldier, 
to  arm  himself,  or  to  receive  arms,  to  be  in  readi- 
ness to  be  called  forth  in  defence  of  his  countiy. 
The  other,  that  of  selecting  a  part  of  those  capa- 
ble of  performing  military  duties,  and  to  have 
them  educated  and  disciplined  in  such  manner 
that  they  should  be  first  called  forth,  and,  in  some 
degree,  prepared  to  act  as  soldiers.  He  had  the 
honor  to  be  one  of  the  committee  which  had  re- 
ported the  bill.  He  did  not  intend  to  pledge  him- 
self, at  present,  to  vote  either  for  or  against  the 
principle  of  foiming  a  select  corps.  But  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  stating  to  the  Committee  a  few 
ideas,  which  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
to  form  an  estimate  of  the  merits  of  the  proposed 
system.  There  were  (he  said)  no  accurate  data 
from  which  the  expeoae  of  the  proposed  system 


could  with  accuracy  be  computed.    He  wa»,  hoir. 
ever,  induced  to  believe  the  proposed  select  corps 
would  amount  to  120,000.     Gentlemen  who  kn^iw 
better  than  himself  had  informed  him  that  their 
arms  and  accoutrements  would  amonnt  to  ten  d«>U 
lars  per  roan,  mnking    ...  91,2(»0t00i> 
Their  clothes  to  twelve  dollars  per  man     1,440,000 
The  rations,  excluding  all  except  the 
time  while  in  service  in  the  field, 
would  amount  to  2,400,000.  wbkh 
at  ten  cents  per  ration,  would  be      -       240,000 
Add  for    extra  expenses  of   cavalry, 

tents,  &c.     -  •  -  -         30/)00 

The  value  of  the  time  was  not,  indeed, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  TreaMury,  but 
it  was  a  loss  to  the  productiveness 
of  the  public,  ond  not  lees  than  four 
dollars  for  each  man  -  -       480,000 


Total 


-  $3*390.000 


He  would  admit  that  the  public  faculties  were 
equal  to  such  an  exertion;  but  whether  the  oiii- 
ity  of  the  system  would  compensate  for  tlie  bor> 
den  to  be  endured,  was  for  the  Committee  to  de- 
termine. That  the  estimate  did  not  exceed  the 
truth,  experience,  if  it  should  ever  be  bad,  be  be- 
lieved, would  verify.  To  put  this  system  in  open- 
tion  would  then,  the  first  year,  be  equal  to  a  con- 
tribution of  93,390,000.  This,  it  ought,  however, 
to  be  observed,  would  not  be  the  annual  expenw, 
for  the  value  of  the  arms  and  clothing  which  mi^t 
be  returned,  after  deducting  the  wear  and  tear, 
ought  to  pass  to  the  creditor  side  of  the  expeodi- 
ture.  There  were  some  other  circumstances  which 
would  result  from  this  system,  which  bad  occorred 
to  his  mind  as  necessary  to  be  considered:  the 
loss  which  the  community  would  sustain,  by  inter 
rupting,  annually,  for  so  considerable  a  portion  of 
time,  in  the  most  profitable  and  prodactive  period 
of  life,  all  the  necessary  and  useful  occupationft  of 
labor,  would  produce  efiecto  worthy  the  mature 
reflection  of  the  Committee.  In  Sparta,  the  only 
country  where  an  attempt  had  been  effectoalijr 
made  to  create  a  whole  community  of  aoldier^  tbe 
existence  of  slavery  rendered  labor  disgracefai  to 
citizens.  They  were,  of  course,  very  aolike  the 
yeomanry  of  America,  whose  labor  is  equally  re- 
quired to  continue  their  virtuous  habits  and  to 
promote  the  happiness  of  our  country.  He  wooid 
not  declare  thut  the  alteration  might  not  be  bene- 
ficial, but  he  had  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  that 
it  would  produce  anew  state  of  society.  Anothif 
consideration  he  would  suggest  to  the  deliberatioo 
of  the  Committee.  It  was,  he  believed,  impossible 
to  calculate  what  effect  on  tbe  simplicity  and  wv 
briety  of  the  morals  of  the  rising  generation  might 
be  produced,  by  congregating,  in  large  numben, 
youth  without  experience,  unrestrained  by  that 
control  to  which  it  had  been  habituated. 

Mr.  Ltman  vindicated  the  military  character  of 
the  militia  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  HiLLHODSE  feared  the  worst  eonaeqaeocc* 
from  calling  out  an  hundred  thousand  young  men. 
Some  of  them  would  be  ioumeymen ;  othem  newly 
married.    They  would  be  fojped  to  l«nre  their 
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mployment,  and  lose  their  customers,  who,  in 
\ne'\T  absence,  would  employ  others.  The  militia 
All  been  very  useful  in  the  last  war.  They  took 
tiirgoyne.  Mr.  H.  was  satisfied  that  if  any  other 
*ovver  attacked  America  with  regular  forces,  it 
ould  be  found  requisite  to  defend  her  with  the 
une.  No  militia  could  supply  the  place  of  regu* 
irs,  when  attacked  by  troopi  of  that  kind.  The 
nrstnt  law  would  have  a  very  bad  effect  on  the 
lorats  of  youth.  It  would  be  wrong  to  have  an 
rmy  all  of  young  men,  from  the  age  of  twenty  to 
reniydve.  It  would  be  better  to  have  some  old 
len  among  them. 

Mr.  Pa  OB  feared  that  the  expense  would  be  enor- 
mous, and  that  it.  would  be  difficult  to  teach  a  mi- 
tia  the  military  discipline  very  exactly;  but,  if 
nee  they  came  in  sight  of  an  enemy,  and  in  actual 
ervice,  they  would  soon  learn. 

Mr  Ikvinb  said,  that  in  his  part  of  the  country, 
esides  the  four  days  of  mustering,  there  were 
sually  two  or  three  days  of  preparing,  as  the 
weetht'arts  of  the  young  men  usually  attended, 
le  knew  that  the  gentleman  who  spoke  last  had 
een  in  the  service,  but  he  could  not  guess  where 
le  had  picked  up  the  information  that  eight  or  ten 
tours  ill  the  neighborhood  of  an  enemy\s  camp 
rou)d  make  a  man  a  soldier.  If  something  is  not 
pee<iily  done,  we  shall  be  in  the  same  situation  as 
n  1794,  when  the  country  depended  entirely  for 
li^cipliiie  on  the  British  officers  who  had  retired 
rom  service,  and  on  the  sergeants  among  British 
leseriers.     He  was  in  favor  of  the  re.solution. 

Mr.  Wadswokth  had  been  one  of  the  select 
!omrnittte  on  this  bill,  and  it  might  therefore  be 
iXpectiMl  that  he  should  have  something  to  say 
ibout  it  He  hoped  that  the  section  would  not 
)e  stricken  out  because  it  is  not  perfect.  Though 
)oe  ut  the  committee,  he  did  not  like  the  whole 
if  the  system  reported.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
ihere  never  was  a  bill  reported  to  this  House 
irhich  was  so  perfect  as  not  to  require  modifica- 
lion.  If  the  question  before  the  Committee  were, 
■rbctiier  this  report  shall  all  go  into  a  law,  I  would 
rote  against  it ;  but  1  believe  the  principle  con- 
iained  in  the  section  to  be  absolutely  necessary 
or  the  having  such  a  militia  as  may  be  useful  to 
correct  any  sudden  insurrection  or  any  foreign 
iDeiny.  Much  has  been  said  of  the  late  expedition 
igainst  the  Western  insurgents ;  but  was  this  the 
uiiiti.i  of  the  law?  No,  sir.  In  every  State  but 
>ne,  hoto  which  they  were  drawn,  it  was  not  the 
nilitia  of  the  law,  drawn  out  by  the  militia  law. 
it  was  a  volunteer  militia,  influenced  by  their  feel- 
ngS  or  by  private  bounties,  in  favor  of  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  W.  here  asked,  what  a  Government 
^  to  l)oaKt  of  with  such  a  militia?  Is  it  safe  for 
U)y  Guvernment  to  rely  on  private,  individual 
in^iK  nee,  to  protect  it  against  its  enemies,  whether 
forei[,'n  or  domestic?  No;  it  is  dangerous.  The 
l&nie  influence  may  be  turned  against  the  Go- 
vern luent.  If  the  present  loose  militia  law  has 
[ftnd  Mr.  W.  said  that  he  knew  it  had)  produced 
io  Massachusetts  a  good  militia,  it  has  not  done 
n  htre ;  nor,  indeed,  in  any  but  a  very  small  part 
^tlte  United  States.  If  the  clause  be  struck  out, 
We  give  over  every  hope  of  mending  our  militia  law ; 
^x>  Con.— 39 


and  we  must  remain  as  we  are,  in  a  loose,  de- 
ranged, uncertain  situation.  Mr.  W.  did  not,  by 
any  means,  approve  the  modifications  of  this  bill. 
He  did  not  wish  for  half,  nor  even  a  third  part  of 
the  numbers  which  this  bill  would  place  in  the 
select  corps.  The  active  militia  in  the  late  expe- 
dition might  be  boasted  of,  and  have  great  merit, 
but  they  were  not  brought  into  the  field  by  the 
law,  but  were  the  militia  mostly  of  volunteers,  or 
of  private  influence.  The  Government  has  great 
obligations  to  the^m,  but  the  militia  law,  as  it  now 
is,  would  not  produce  an  Army ;  and,  if  it  remains 
so,  the  Government  can  hope  but  little  from  it, 
but,  in  any  extremity,  must  depend  on  a  militia 
of  private  influence.  Mr.  W.  wished  that  the 
clause  might  stand,  and,  as  in  all  other  bills  re- 
ported to  this  Committee,  that  such  amendments 
might  be  made  as  to  put  the  Government  in  pos- 
session of  a  force  which  can  be  relied  on,  and 
not  to  remain  dependent  on  a  force  of  individual 
influence. 

Mr-  Tbact  was  against  striking  out  the  clause. 
He  imagined  that  it  would  be  giving  up  all  pre- 
tence to  a  reformation,  which  was  much  wanted. 

Mr.  Heath  was  satisfied,  that  we  had  -as  much 
need  of  a  new  militia  as  we  formerly  had  of  a 
new  Constitution,  instead  of  the  old  rope  of  sand, 
a  Confederation.  He  had  seen  militia  going  out 
to  exercise,  both  ofQcers  and  men,  in  a  most  care- 
less and  indifferent  manner,  with  sticks,  canes, 
and  whips,  and  not  one  firelock  among  four  of 
them.  Was  this  the  way  to  get  a  militia  ?  Was 
this  the  sort  of  thing  that  the  Continent,  in  an  hour 
of  foreign  or  domestic  danger,  was  to  look  up  to  ? 
The  clause  may  require  to  be  modified,  but  it  ought 
most  certainly  to  be  kept  in.  The  greatest  losses 
in  the  last  war  came  from  want  of  training  the  mi- 
litia properly. 

Mr.  Giles  also  was  against  the  striking  out  He 
hoped  that  gentlemen  would  let  it  go,  and  the  bill 
have  an  experiment.  He  had  not  experience  in  the 
militia,  but  he  had  experience  in  committees,  on  the 
subject,  for  he  had  been  on  them  for  three  or  four 
years  past. 

Mr.  Swift  urged  several  objections  to  a  select 
corps.      He  was  entirely  opposed  to  the  report 

Mr.  S.  Surra  bad  formerly  spoken  of  the  militia 
of  Maryland,  whom  he  commanded  in  the  late  ex- 
pedition, and  he  believed  that  those  of  Virginia 
were  nothing  better,  if  not  rather  worse.  He  men- 
tioned an  advice  given  by  somebody,  of  not  going 
near  the  water  till  you  have  learned  to  swim. 
The  Virginia  officers  treated  their  soldiers  pretty 
severely,  for  they  very  soon  began  to  tie  them  up 
and  give  them  an  hundred  lashes.  He  then  at- 
tacked Mr.  Sbdowick,  upon  his  calculations  as 
to  the  expense  of  an  hundred  thousand  militia. 
The  arms  would  cost  nothing,  for  you  have  them 
already,  in  the  repositories  of  the  United  States. 
Here  were  a  million  of  dollars  struck  from  the  ac- 
count The  tents  that  we  have,  will  do,  without 
new  ones.  As  to  camp  equipage,  such  as  kettles, 
tins,  and  so  forth,  one  half  of  these  expenses  of  the 
late  expedition,. might  have  been  saved,  if  these 
things  had  be^n  in  proper  readiness;  and  if  the  law 
now  proposed  had  then  existed,  this  sum  would 
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have  been  saved.  He  noticed  that  many  people, 
sinoe  returning  from  the  Westward,  had  died  of 
diseases  contracted  in  the  expedition,  and  which 
arose  from  ignorance  how  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves. As  to  the  coat,  said  Mr.  S.,  sir,  I  voted 
against  the  coat,  in  the  select  committee,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  voted  for  it;  and 
now  again  he  objects  to  it  The  rations  came 
next.  Thej  were  guessed,  and  he  believed  with 
some  accuracy,  at  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
per  annum.  And  is  a  good,  effective  militia,  of  an 
hundred  thousand  young  men,  worth  less  than  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year?  Mr.  S.  said, 
that  he  would  be  greatly  hurt  at  going  out  again, 
if  it  so  happened,  at  the  head  of  such  a  militia 
as  the  present  As  to  the  scruples  about  bringing 
so  many  young  men  together,  Mr.  S.  regarded  this 
as  the  best  time  of  life  to  do  so.  The  whole  was 
only  twenty  days  in  the  year,  for  five  years,  and 
surely  a  man  will  not  grudge  an  hundred  days  of 
a  whole  life-time,  that  are  spent  in  learning  to  de- 
fend so  admirable  a  Government  He  thought 
that  it  would  be  well  to  employ  the  old  officers  of 
the  Revolutionary  war,  as  long  as  you  have  them, 
in  training  this  select  corps.  They  are  dropping 
fast  off,  and  then  you  must  import  drill-sergeants 
from  other  oountiies.  Alluding  to  the  remarks  on 
expense,  by  Mr.  Sedowick,  he  said,  that  it  was  be- 
coming the  practice  for  gentlemen  in  that  House 
to  bring  in  a  set  of  desultory  observations,  and 
then  deduce  unfair  conclusions.  He  well  remem- 
bered when,  in  last  session,  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia proposed  a  set  of  resolutions,  that  have  since 
been  called  Madison^s  resolutions.  Mr.  S.  was 
opposed  to  them.  But  it  was  said,  that  they 
would  involve  America  in  a  war  with  Britain. 
This  story  answered  its  purpose  both  without  and 
within  doors,  but  Mr.  S.,  who  was  against  the  re- 
solutions, had  always  considered  this  part  of  the 
objections  to  them  as  the  most  ridiculous  thing 
imaginable.  Mr.  Hillhousb  had  regretted  that 
old  men  were  not  to  be  admitted  into  the  sdect 
corps,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  the  morality  of 
the  younger  classes.  I  would  ask  that  gentleman, 
said  Mr.  S.,  whether  he  is  more  moral  than  he  was 
twenty-five  years  ago  ?  It  is  the  old  that  corrupt 
the  young.  [This  observation  produced  a  general 
smile.]  Mr.  S.  would  have  no  scruple  of  trusting 
his  own  son  in  such  a  corps.  He  noticed  that  the 
English  militia,  whom  he  had  seen  before  the  war, 
were  as  well  disciplined,  in  his  opinion,  as  the  reg- 
ulars ;  but  then  they  were  just  as  mu(^  at  the  beck 
of  the  Grown  as  the  regulars. 

Mr.  Hillhousb  vindicated  his  objections  to  the 
select  corps  being  composed  of  men  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  did  not  like  to  cut 
down  the  old  tree,  till  he  knew  whether  the  young 
one  would  grow.  What  if  the  young  tree  should 
not  grow,  and  we  had  cut  down  the  old  one  t  We 
should  then  be  much  worse  off  than  we  are  now, 
because  we  should  have  nothing  at  aU,  and  the 
present  militia  were  at  least  much  better  than 
nothing. 

Mr.  SiDowiCK  rose  to  explain,  relative  to  his 
▼oting  in  the  select  committee  for  coats  to  the 
select  corps,  and  then  arguing  in  the  present  Com- 


mittee against  the  whole  scheme.  He  complaiMd 
that  Mr.  S.  Smith  had  spoken  as  if  in  anger.  He, 
for  his  own  part,  never  wished  to  point  ont  the 
inconsistencies  of  gentlemen.  Since  he  was  nov 
so  hardly  pressed,  he  would  ask  the  member  [Mr. 
Smith]  how  it  happened,  that,  when  siting  the  ei- 
penses  and  resources  of  the  Union,  a  few  dajs  ifo, 
he  had  omitted  eight  hundred  thousand  doUtrs  a 
year,  that  must  be  paid  on  different  Loans  ?  Mr. 
S.  read  the  particulars  from  a  memorandum  before 
him,  and  insisted  that  the  gentleman  ought  not  to 
bring  forward,  at  this  time,  what  had  passed  in  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  S.  Smith  both  rose  together. 
The  former  declared  that  the  gentleman  was  c«^ 
tainly  out  of  order.  The  latter  ask^d  him,  whe- 
ther this  affair  of  the  eight  hundred  thousand  do)- 
lars  had  any  reference  to  the  resolution  before  tbt 
Committee  t 

It  was  now  generally  requested  that  the  Com- 
mittee might  rise.  It  was  granted,  and  the  Chair 
man  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Friday,  February  18. 

A  memorial  of  Amelie,  Adelaide,  Melanie,  aod 
Stlvie  de  Grasse,  four  daughters  of  the  late  Count 
de  Grasse,  now  residing  at  Salem,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  a  loan  of  money  for  their  present  sab- 
sistence;  the  effects  which  they  brought  froo 
France  being  exhausted,  and  having  no  other 
means  of  support,  but  in  property  in  the  Island  of 
St  Domingo,  from  which,  under  present  circom- 
stances,  no  supplies  can  be  drawn. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Gilma2(,  with 
instruction  to  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House, 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  Isaiah  Thomas,  re- 
turned on  the  5th  ultimo,  by  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Treasury,  be  referred  to  Mr.  MuaaAV,  Mr. 
Watts,  and  Mr.  KrrrERA ;  that  they  do  ezamtDe 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  coiudder  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  oonoeming  inn- 
lids;"  and,  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

MILITAR7  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  went  into  a  Ck>mmittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  continuing  and  regulating  the  MIK- 
^^ry  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
repealing  sundry  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  sob- 
ject 

In  reading  the  several  clauses  of  the  bill,  variooA 
objections  were  made. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  third  section : 

**And  6c  U  fwther  tMded,  That  the  Legion  of  the 
United  Statei  be  also  completed  to  the  number  of  foor 
Uiotuand  eight  hundred  non-eonominiooed  officer^  fffi* 
vates  and  muaicians,  by  voluntary  enlistiDeDts  for  the 
term  of  three  yean,  and  that  the  tab-L^gioiiB  oonpo- 
•ing  the  same  be  oiganiaed  in  rack  a  manner  m  the 
Freaident  of  the  United  States  shall  diraet" 
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An  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  MadtsoVi 
rhkh  was,  that  tbo  troops  should  only  be  employed 
6r  the  protection  of  the  frontier. 

Mr.  Giles  was  against  intrusting  the  Prksioknt 
n\h  any  discretionary  power  as  to  where  the  troops 
rere  to  be  employed. 

Mr.  FiTzsmoirs  said,  that  he  had  enjoyed  the 
lonor  of  a  seat  in  that  House  ever  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Government.  He  had  noticed  with 
ttention  the  progress  of  the  standing  army,  and  he 
lad  seen  that  many  members,  who  from  the  first 
iad  been  against  it,  were,  from  experience  of  its 
lecessity,  now  for  it. 

Mr.  Wadswobth  did  not  Icnow  a  county  in  New 
Sogland  which  could  not  destroy  the  little  stand- 
Dg  army  of  America  in  an  hour.  He  had  at  first 
)een  the  only  man  for  regular  troops,  and  now 
[entlemen  who  had  been  against  this  army  were 
brit  There  is  a  good  militia  in  Massachusetts, 
rat  some  time  ago  there  passed  a  milk-aiid- 
vater  law  in  Congress,  with  hardly  a  New  Eng- 
and  vote  to  it,  and  since  that  time  thero  have  been 
20  hopes  of  a  good  militia.  As  to  the  present 
imendment,  it  had  been  inserted  in  former  laws, 
ind  never  had  hindered  the  regulars  from  march- 
Dg  any  where  that  was  {thought  proper.  The 
unendment  had  done  no  good  before,  and  he  had 
BO  hopes  of  its  doing  any  now.  He  was  sorry  for 
thU  little  standing  army,  for  it  never  comes  be- 
Tore  the  House  without  meeting  a  rub.  It  has 
more  to  fear  from  its  friends  than  from  its  enemies. 
Some  people  pretend  to  be  jealous  of  the  New 
England  members,  as  attached  to  a  standing  army. 
The  reason  why  they  are  so  is,  that  they  despair 
of  ever  seeing  a  militia,  that  will  be  worth  one 
filing.  It  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Giles,  that  a 
|>3rty  in  the  House  wanted  to  employ  the  army  as 
in  instrument  for  executing  the  laws.  If  by  this 
^BB  meant  preventing  the  whites  from  encroach- 
ing upon  the  Indians,  and  for  suppressing  insur- 
rections, he  hoped  it  would  always  be  so ;  but,  if 
this  meant  that  the  standing  army  should  assist  in 
the  ordinary  execution  of  the  law,  he  hoped  that  it 
*oaId  not  be  needful,  and  that  they  would  not  do 
1^  He  would  not  say  again,  what  he  had  said 
)re9terday,  as  to  the  militia,  but  only  this,  that  a 
militia  raised  by  individual  influence  was  more  for- 
midable to  the  United  States  than  a  standing  army 
ever  could  be.  He  thanked  God  that  the  Govern- 
ment  of  the  country  was  not  left  entirely  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  he  believed  that  they 
Would  make  most  wretched  work  of  it.  There 
Were  other  branches  likewise.  As  to  weakening 
ue  army  for  fear  that  it  should  enslave  us,  he 
uioaght  it  like  a  man  blunting  the  ed^^e  of  his  axe, 
u>r  fear  that  he  should  cut  his  foot  with  it 

^  dividing  on  this  amendment,  there  were  only 
twenty-«ix  yeas. 

^r.  Giles  then  moved,  as  an  amendment,  at  the 
*Qa  of  the  third  section,  that  **  no  enlistment  shall 
he  made  after  three  years  from  the  time  of  passing 
thttbill." 

rt'  ^^'B^'^"*  eonld  see  no  harm  in  this  motion 
®*  Mr.  Giles.    It  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  rose.  The  bill,  with  the  amend- 
nteQt«,  was  reported  to  the  House. 


A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded,  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  of  the  15th 
section,  the  words  **  and  that  it  shall  also  be  law- 
ful for  him,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words  **that  the  legion  shall  be  reduced  to  the 
number  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  men,  and 
the  proportioned  number  of  officers,  whenever  there 
shall  be  a  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes;  and  that  It 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  :'*  And  it  passed  in  the  negative-— yeas  25, 
nays  68,  as  follows  : 

TsAS. — ^Theodoras  Bailey,  Thomas  ]Qlount,  Thomas 
P.  Camefl,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Isaac  Colen,  William  J. 
DawBoo,  Henry  Dearborn,  WflUam  B.  Giles,  William 
B.  Grove,  George  Haooook,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lymao,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  Mci)owell,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  John  Paffe,  John  Smilie,  Israel 
Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  and 
Paine  Wingate. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Beatty,  Lemuel  Benton, 
Elias  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  David  Cubb,  Peleg 
Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  G^rge  Dent, 
Gabriel  Duvall,  Benmmin  Edwards,  William  Find  ley, 
Thomas  Fitssimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Henry  Glenn,  Ben- 
jamin Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Robert 
Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Heath,  James 
Hillhouae,  William  Hindman,  Samuel  Holten,  John 
Hunter,  William  Irvine,  John  Wilkes  Kitt^ra,  Amosa 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Midbono,  Alex- 
ander Mebane,  William  Montgomery,  Andrew  Moore, 
William  Vans  Murray,  Joseph  Neville,  Natlianiul  Niles, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  Andrew  Pickens,  Francis  Preston, 
Thomas  Scott,  TheodoreT  Sedgwick,  Samuel  Smith, 
William  >Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  2iephaniah  Swift, 
George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
John  £.  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peter  Van 
Gaosbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
John  Watts,  Benjamin  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Joseph  Winston. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  furtlier  to  amend 
the  said  bill,  by  adding  to  the  end  of  the  first  sec- 
tion the  following  words :  **  for  the  protection  and 
security  of  the  United  States  against  foreign  in* 
vasion,  and  against  the  Indian  tribes;"  And  it 
passed  in  the  negative — ^yeos  36,  nays  44,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YsAS. — Theodoras  Bailey,  Lemuel  Benton,  Thomas 
Blount,  Thomas  P.  Carnes,  Thomas  Cloiboine,  Isaac 
Ooles,  Henry  Dearborn,  Gabriel  Duvall,  Benjamin  Ed- 
wards, William  Findley,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Christopher 
Greenup^  William  Barry  Grove^  Carter  B.  Harrison, 
John  Heath,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  McDowell, 
Alexander  Mebane,  Andrew  Moore,  Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Francis 
Preston,  John  S.  Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smith, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham 
Venable,  Francis  Walker,  Benjamin  Williams,  and 
Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — ^Fisher  Ames,  Elias  Boodinot,  Sheaijashub 
Bourne,  JLambert  Cadwolader,  David  Cobb^  Peleg 
Coffin,  Joshua  Coil,  William  J.  Dawson,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  Samuel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitsdmons,  Dwi^t 
Foster,  Henry  Glenn,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Ghregg, 
Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouae,  William  Hindman, 
Samuel  Holten,  John  Hunter,  William  Irvine^  ^ohn 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Amasa   Leaned,  Francis  Malbone^ 
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William  Montgomery,  William  Vana  Murray,  Joaeph 
Neville,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Andrew  Pickens,  Thomaa 
Scott,  Theodore  Sed^ick,  Samuel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Thomas  Spngg,  Zephaniah  Swift,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  £. 
Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Paine  Wingate,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
mentR  agreed  to,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  February  14, 

An  engrossed  bill  for  continuing  and  regulating 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  repealing  sundry  nets  heretofore  passed  on 
that  subject,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  making  further  provision 
for  the  support  of  Public  Credit,  and  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  Public  Debt;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Sey- 
mour, made  a  report;  which  was  read.  Where- 
upon, 

Resolxed,  That  William  Seymour  be  placed  on 
the  list  of  invalid  pensioners,  as  being  entitled  to 
the  half-pay  of  a  Captain,  in  lieu  of  his  present 
pension,  to  commence  on  the  5th  day  of  March 
next,  to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  the 
same  times,  that  invalid  pensioners  are  now  paid. 

Orderedy  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  BouDiKOT,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  report  of  the  Attorney  General 
of  such  tables  of  fees  and  regulations  as  are  pro- 
per to  be  established  for  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read.  Where- 
upon, 

Besolved,  That  the  table  of  fees  reported  by  the 
Attorney  General  be  printed  for  the  use  or  the 
members ;  and  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred 
to  the  next  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act 
to  ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in 
the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Oraeredf  That  Mr.  Boudikot,  Mr.  Kittera,  and 
Mr.  Shxrbxtriie,  be  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
last  session. 

Mr.  CoiT,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  joint  resolution,  respecting  certain  laws  of 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of 
the  River  Ohio,  passed  the  first  day  of  August, 
1792 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Datton,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  Aaron 
Kitehell,  and  of  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  returned 
to  serve  as  members  of  this  House  in  the  room  of 
Abraham  Clark  and  Alexander  Gillon,  made  a  re- 
port, as  follows : 

**  That  it  appeart^  from  a  certificate  signed  by  the 


(Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  under  tbe 
seal  of  the  said  State,  that  Aaron  Kitcbell  iras  dalj 
elected  to  serve  in  tbe  House  of  Represeotatiret  of  tbe 
United  States,  in  the  room  of  Abraham  Clark,  deceased. 
That  it  also  appears,  from  a  certificate  signed  br  tbe 
Gbvernor  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  with  the  »d 
of  the  8aid  State  annexed,  that  Robert  Cioodloe  Harptf 
was  duly  elected  to  serve  in  tbe  House  of  Repre^ieoti- 
tives  of  the  United  States,  in  the  room  of  Alextovl^r 
Gillon,  deceased 

**  Beaolved,  as  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  Tbt 
Aaron  Kitcbell  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  Uooae  » 
one  of  the  R5*presentative8  for  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, in  room  of  Abraham  Clark,  deceased. 

"  Retolredt  as  the  opinion  of  the  eoaimittee.  That 
Robert  Ooodloe  Harper  is  entitled  tea  seat  in  the  IIoa«e. 
as  one  of  the  Representatives  for  the  Stale  of  Svjtb 
Carolina,  in  the  room  of  Alexander  Qillon,  deceased* 

The  report  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

DEBTS  DUE  THE  GOVERNMiafT. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hsath,  went  into 
a  Committee,  on  the  bill  for  the  more  effect  nil  re- 
covery of  debts  due  from  individuals  to  the  United 
SUtes. 

The  first  section,  which  produced  a  debate  of 
some  length,  was  in  these  words : 

"Sea  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  ffvutt  ^ 
Bepresentativet  of  the  united  States  of  Arnica  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury be,  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  a  notificatioo 
to  any  person,  who  has  received  moneys,  fur  irhidi  be 
is  accountable  to  the  United  States,  or  to  the  exemtcr 
or  administrator  of  such  person,  if  he  be  decea»«d  i^ 
quiring  him  to  render  to  the  Auditor  of  tbe  Treasorr. 
within  .^— ~— —- ~-  months,  all  his  aoooonts  sod  > 
vouchers  for  the  expenditure  of  tbe  said  moo»T!,; 
comprehending  a  schedule  of  all  claims  of  credit,  or  a 
default  thereof,  to  remain  charged  with  tbe  akooe}^  fo 
advanced ;  and  suits  sliall  be  commenced  for  tbe  sunt, 
without  further  notice :  And  the  party  sued  as  afure- 
said,  shall  be  subject  to  the  costs  and  charges  of  «u'b 
suits,  whether  the  ultimate  decision  shall  be  in  tbeir 
favor  or  against  them.** 

It  was  moved  to  strike  out  the  last  sentence,  tnd 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  an  amendment,  bigmfjisg 
that  the  defendant  shall  not  recover  cosU. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  stated  the  very  great  diffieai»T 
of  getting  a  aettlement  at  tbe  Treasury  of  Uie 
United  States,  on  which  account  be  himself  hjui 
been  put  to  the  utmost  difficulties,  as  well  as  maov 
other  persons  with  whom  he  was  aequsinted. 
This  clause  required  that  all  vouchers  shonU  be 
lodged  at  the  Treasury.  Mr.  B.  had  know^n  voocb- 
ers  lodged  at  the  Treasury.  The  persons  a^ia 
called  ibr  them,  with  the  official  receipts,  bat  ia 
the  course  of  years  could  not  get  tbem  back  again. 
It  was  on  this  account  entirely  tyrannical  to  at- 
tempt to  make  people  lodge  vouchers  in  such  a 
place,  where,  by  the  loss  of  Uie  papers,  or  their  briof 
mislaid,  the  parties  concerned  might  be  reduced  to 
utter  ruin.  He  was  equally  averse  to  the  makio^ 
of  a  new  law  for  debtors  of  the  State.  Thtii  obje^ 
tion  referred  to  the  coneliidiiig  elaiiae  of  the  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  HiLLRousE  vindicated  the  ehamcter  of  tbe 
officers  of  the  Treasury. 
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Hr.  BousmoT  explained  that  his  complaiDts 
ent  only  to  blame  the  management  under  the  old 
onstitution,  but  things  had  been  left  then  in  a 
&U  of  inextricable  confuaion. 
Mr.  Waosworth  would  not  oppose  the  bill  al- 
igithcr,  because  he  was  very  willing  that  public 
toney  should  be,  if  possible,  recovered,  but  he 
>ald  see  no  occasion  for  new  and  arbitrary  laws, 
)  recover  it  He  believed  that  out  or  every 
renty  debtors  found  in  the  books  of  the  Trea- 
iry,  not  five  would  be  found  to  owe  a  farthing. 
[e  knew  many  persons  who  had  received  dis- 
tiarges  in  full  at  the  Treasury,  and  who,  as  he 
ad  no  doubt,  were  still  standing  charged  with 
(Tge  sums  in  the  books.  He  considered  the  clause 
)  be  a  clause  of  tyranny  and  violence.  He  en- 
ured into  a  detail  of  the  fVauds  committed  on  the 
n^ditors  of  the  public  during  the  war,  from  the 
illany  of  agents  and  speculators,  who  crowed  over 
Congress  itself.  At  the  Treasury,  clerks  were 
hanging  every  day,  and  such  a  scene  of  book-keep- 
Qg  was  exhibited  there,  as  never  had  been  seen 
ny  where  else.  Officers  had  come  to  this  city 
rith  claims  consisting  of  but  a  single  line,  and 
ad  to  wait  a  long  time,  and  borrow  money  to 
npport  themselves,  and  could  not  get  the  plainest 
iccount  settled.  Many  honest  men  haa  been 
breed  to  settle  in  such  a  way,  that  they  were  re- 
laced  to  beggary  and  sent  to  jail ;  and,  from  par- 
icular  circumstances,  the  most  honest  men  fared 
irorst  He  had  seen  all  these  things.  He  had  felt 
km.  He  had  paid,  very  fully,  for  this  part  of 
lis  knowledge.  He  mentioned  a  person  who  was 
tent  from  this  city  to  New  Hampshire  to  get  fifty 
thousand  dollars  that  were  due  to  him.  When  he 
vent  there,  he  was  told  that  there  was  nothing 
Q  the  Treasury.  He  came  back  to  Philadelphia, 
iQd,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  he  was  forced  to  ac- 
%pt  of  depreciated  paper,  and  the  payment  was 
lUted  to  the  public  as  made  in  specie.  Mr.  W. 
MHiId  not  help  protesting  against  this  clause, 
^hen  he  knew  of  so  many  people  who  had 
^Q  ruined  by  their  connexions  with  the  Trea- 
sury. He  had  escaped  ruin,  but  others  were  not 
so  lucky. 

Mr.  HiLLHovsK  did  not  approve  the  manner  in 
thich  the  gentleman  last  up  spoke  of  the  Trea- 
sury, nor  of  the  hardships  said  to  be  imposed  by 
&is  law. 

Mr.  Heath  bad  the  highest  respect  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,  and  wondered  how  he 
could  think  it  possible  that  an  act  of  tyranny 
eouid  pass  under  the  present  mild  Government, 
*hich  was  tiie  admiration  of  the  world.  His 
^ts  were  specious,  but  fallacious,  being  drawn 
from  the  disastrous  period  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Wadswobth  repKed,  that  he  did  not,  in- 
^^y  expect  to  have  heard  of  an  act  of  tyranny 
«uder  this  Government,  but  an  act  of  tyranny 
^  clause  most  certainly  was,  and  unfit  for  such 
Jl  Government,  and  till  it  had  passed  into  a  law, 
he  should  continue  to  call  it  tyrannical  When 
P^^d,  he  would  no  doubt  submit  to  it,  but  his 
upward  opinion  would  still  be  the  same,  and 
his  heart  would  continue  to  feel  it  as  oppression, 
u  I  thought  (said  Mr.  W.)  that,  by  standing  here, 


and  speaking  on  till  the  fourth  day  of  March,  I 
could  prevent  this  clause  from  passing,  and  that  I 
should  not  fall  down  with  fatigue,  I  declare  that 
I  would  rather  speak  on,  than  consent  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  says,  that  my  facts  are  specious  and 
fallacious.  Facts,  however,  they  are,  and  if  they 
must  go  out  to  the  world,  rather  than  they  should 
go  out  as  specious  and  fallacious,  I  will,  myself 
take  the  trouble  to  verify  them  from  the  public 
records. 

Mr.  BouDiHOT  knew  that  there  had  been  men 
laboring  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  to  get  a  set- 
tlement with  the  Treasury,  and  could  not  accom- 
plish it  Their  accounts  were  in  such  a  condition 
that  it  would  require  the  most  expert  accountant 
that  ever  was  in  the  service  of  the  Union,  $  year  or 
two  to  clear  them  up.  He  himself  had  been  la* 
boring  for  ten  years  to  get  an  accciunt  settled,  and 
could  not  Other  accounts  he  had  wearied  him* 
self  in  attempting  to  get  ended,  till  he  went  to  the 
office,  and  declared  he  would  not  quit  it  till  the 
matter  was  finished. 

Mr.  Lthak  wondered  that  any  body  would  ven- 
ture to  call  a  bill  before  the  Committee  tyranny. 
The  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bid  said 
that  these  old  accounts  were  in  such  a  confused 
situation,  that  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  would  not 
do  to  get  them  cleared  up.  It  would  be  better, 
Mr.  L.  thought,  to  make  a  conflagration  at  once. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  rose  a  third  time.  Ho  would 
not  thus  trifle  with  the  patience  of  the  Commit- 
tee, if  something  of  this  kind  had  not  really  been 
becoming  fashionable.  A  gentleman  had  wonder- 
ed how  any  body  would  call  a  bill  before  that 
House  tyrannical.  It  was  yet  only  before  the 
Committee,  and,  therefore,  he  conceived  himself 
at  liberty  to  call  it  what  he  thought  it  Much  had 
been  said  to  day  about  the  opinions  of  gentlemen 
in  the  Treasury.  But  the  other  day,  the  tone  was 
quite  difl^ereot  We  were  legislators,  and  not  to  re- 
ceive opinions  or  information  from  any  body.  As 
to  burning  the  books,  Mr.  Yf,  did  not  approve  of 
that  either.  It  would  be  much  better  to  let  mat- 
ters go  on  as  they  are.  Mr.  W.  said,  tha^  for  hia 
part,  there  was  nobody  who  stood  more  indepen- 
dent than  he  did,  either  as  to  public  or  private 
money.  He  was  all  open,  and  ready  to  meet  and 
answer  every  demand  of  every  sort,  that  the  world 
could  bring  against  him.  He  had  brought  more 
public  money  to  be  accounted  for  than  any  man 
in  that  House ;  so  that  nobody  could  suppose  him 
averse  to  getting  justice  done  to  the  public  from 
their  debtors.  He  should  feel,  if  the  act  passed 
as  it  now  stands,  that  it  was  tyranny  against  many 
worthy  men  who  had  been  injured  by  the  public 

The  amendment  was  on  a  division  negatived, 
and  the  clause  went  through,  in  substance  as 
above.  Some  verbal  amendments  were  made. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House,  and 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  Monday. 

Monday,  February  16. 
An  engrossed  bill  for  the  more  effectual  recor* 
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erj  of  debts  due  from  indiridaals  to  the  United 
Stiites,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  resolution,  in  the  form  of  a  con- 
current resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  respecting 
certain  laws  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  the  first  day 
of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  was  read  the  third  time,  and,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
follows : 

Besohedy  by  t?is  Senate  and  House  of  Eepre- 
sentaiites  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Cc/nr 
gress  assembled.  That  alt  the  laws  made  by  the 
Secretary  and  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio,  on  the  first  day  of  August,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  except- 
ing a  law,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  certain 
parts  of  an  act  creatine  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the 
Legislature,"  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  disap- 
proved. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  manufacturers  of  snuff, 
in  the  town  of  Baltimore,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  so  much  of  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  laying  duties 
upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,  as  imposes  a  duty  on 
snuff  manu&ctured  within  the  United  States,  may 
be  repealed.    Also, 

A  petition  of  the  manufacturers  of  snuff  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  to  the  same  effect 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to 
whom  is  committed  the  bill  to  amend  an  act,  enti- 
tled **  An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff  and 
risfined  sugar.*' 

A  petition  of  sundry  merchants  and  mariners  of 
the  town  of  Wiscassett,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pray- 
ing that  a  light-house  may  be  erected  on  Damas- 
cove  Island,  instead  of  the  one  intended  to  be  placed 
on  Seeuin  Island,  in  the  said  State. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Dearborn,  Mr.  Wimgatr,  and  Mr.  Shkrburne  ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  conference 
with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  entitled  *An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same,*" 
made  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BouniKOT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  **  Act  for 
ascertaining  the  fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in 
the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  ;**  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted 

Mr.  Murray,  firom  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Isaiah  Thomas,  made 
a  report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


The  bill  for  the  more  effectual  recovery  of  sums 
diie  by  individuals  to  the  United  States,  was  reads 
third  time,  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  SUPPLIEa 

The  House  then  went  into  consideration  of  the 
act  from  the  Senate  respecting  the  estmblishmeDt 
of  a  Purveyor  of  Stores.  The  question  was  put, 
Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time?  This  vis 
agreed  to,  and  the  biH  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Nicholas  supposed  that  this  officer  coold 
only  be  of  effective  use  in  one  part  of  the  countrv 
at  one  time,  and  wherever  he  was  not,  it  would 
still  be  as  necessary  as  formerly  to  do  the  business 
by  agency,  and  he  imagined  that  after  the  appoict- 
ment  of  this  Purveyor,  it  would  be  as  requisite  is 
it  had  hitherto  been,  to  advertise  for  contracts. 
His  own  opinion  could  be  of  little  value  compared 
with  that  of  some  other  gentlemen  who  had  re- 
commended the  thing,  but  it  was  his  duty  to  state 
his  doubts. 

Mr.  Carnbs  had  been  of  opinion  at  first,  that 
the  office  was  unnecessary.  The  Committee  had 
made  every  requisite  inquiry.  The  Secretarr  of 
the  Treasury  had  informed  them  that  he  had 
found  this  office  a  burden  too  heavy  on  him.  It 
had  been  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  was  proper. 

On  a  division  the  bill  was  passed — ayes  40, 
noes  85. 

PROMULGATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  the 
report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  further  pro- 
mulgation of  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  various  clauses  underwent  a  very  Iod^ 
discussion,  and  several  verbal  amendments.  The 
clause  relating  to  the  publishing  of  the  laws  b 
the  newspapers,  and  in  the  German  language, 
produced  each  of  them  a  discussion  of  some 
length. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSE  said,  that  as  to  the  printeis, 
any  man  in  the  United  States  would  print  the 
laws  annually  for  ten  dollars.  They  are  at  pres- 
ent glad  to  get  them  to  print  for  nothing.  It  was, 
in  opposition  to  this,  remarked,  that  the  daily  pa- 
pers only  could  print  the  laws  within  a  reasonable 
time;  and  the  circulation  of  them  was  chiedr 
confined  to  a  few  large  towns,  where  there  were 
other  and  more  expeditious  ways  of  acquiriog  a 
knowledge  of  the  laws ;  and  that,  as  to  ten  dollars 
per  annum,  it  was  a  sum  too  diminutive  to  be  the 
smallest  object  with  any  printer. 

In  favor  of  printing  part  of  the  edition  of  laws 
in  the  Qerman  language,  Mr.  Hartlbt  said  it 
was  perhaps  desirable  that  the  Germans  should 
learn  English;  but  if  it  is  our  object  to  give 
present  information,  we  should  do  it  in  the  lan- 
guage understood.  The  Germans  who  are  ad- 
vanced in  yeare  cannot  learn  our  language  in  a 
day.  It  would  be  generous  in  the  Governinejit 
to  inform  those  persons.  Many  honest  men,  in 
the  late  disturbances,  were  led  away  by  misrepre- 
sentation ;  ignorance  of  the  laws  laid  them  open 
to  deception,  when  some  counties  in  a  neighlxff- 
ing  State,  and  one  or  more  in  this,  uninformed  as 
to  the  nature  of  our  laws,  were  in  a  state  of  in- 
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irrection.  He  considered  it  his  duty  to  support 
te  motion.  It  bad  been  the  practice  in  Pennsyl- 
inia  to  pablish  the  laws  in  Enj^Iish  and  German. 
ood  consequences  had  resulted  from  it 

Mr.  KiTTERA,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  spoke 
1  the  same  side  of  the  question'. 

Mr.  Murray  said,  that  it  had  never  been  the  cus- 
m  in  England  to  translate  the  laws  into  Welsh  or 
aelie,  and  yet  the  great  bulk  of  the  Welsh,  and 
^me  hundred  thousands  of  people  in  Scotland,  did 
)t  undorstand  a  word  of  English. 

Mr.  BouDiRoT  was  on  the  same  side  of  the  ques- 
on. 

The  Committee  went  through  the  report  The 
hairman  reported  the  resolutions  to  the  House, 
hich  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

lUsolved,  That  there  be  printed,  under  the  di- 
iction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  complete  edi- 
00  of  —  copies  of  the  laws,  to  the  close  of  the 
resent  session  of  Congress,  to  include  the  Con- 
liiation  of  the  United  States,  the  public  acta 
'hich  are  now  in  force,  and  the  treaties ;  and 
nt  they  be  divided  among  the  respective  States, 
Qd  the  Territories  Northwest  and  South  of  the 
irer  Ohio,  according  to  the  rule  for  apportioning 
tepresentatives :  that  the  number  allotted  to  each 
Itate  or  Territory  be  transmitted  to  the  Governor 
r  Supreme  Executive  Magistrate  thereof,  in  or- 
er  to  be  deposited  in  fixed  and  convenient  places 
)  each  county  or  subordinate  civil  division,  as  the 
Executive  or  Legislature  of  such  State  or  Terri- 
07  may  judge  most  conducive  to  the  general  in- 
ormation  of  the  people. 

Resolved^  That  a  like  number  of  the  laws 
•ssed  at  each  succeeding  session,  and  of  all  fu- 
ore  treaties,  be  printed  and  distributed  as  above 
Urected. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in 
^nrsaant  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr. 
Baldwin,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Heister,  Mr.  Huh- 
^^  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Latimer, 
fe  Beattt,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Orr,  Mr.  Swift, 
(r.  Malbone,  Mr.  Israel  Smith,  Mr.  Dexter, 
if.  WmoATE,  and  Mr.  White,  do  prepare  and 
*nn|v  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
^e  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  calling 
Drib  the  Militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
oppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions;  and, 
^r  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
ose  and  reported  several  amendments  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
>«ots,  do  lie  on  the  Uble. 


Tuesday,  February  17. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  net 
for  ascertaining  the  fees  in  Admiralty  proceed- 
1^^  in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  Sutes, 
^  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
^<1  passed. 

.  An  engrossed  bill  to  repeal  part  of  the  act,  en- 
i"ed  «  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
'Xportation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  en- 
^raging  the  importation  of  the  same,**  was  read 
'^  tmrd  time,  and  passed. 


Mr.  Dexter,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  respecting  the  Government  of  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States  Northwest  and  South  of 
the  river  Ohio ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  more  general  promulgation 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Seymour ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  Militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes; 
and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  said  bill  was  further  amended,  and,  together 
with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  Committee  of  Chiims,  pre- 
sented a  bill,  enabling  George  Gibbs  to  obtain  a 
drawback  of  duties  on  certain  exported  wines; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Spencer  Man  and  Frantz 
Jacob  Foltz,  of  Charleston,  merchants,  in  certain 
losses  relative  to  drawbacks  on  sundry  goods  ex- 
ported previously  to  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety- two. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Goodhue, 
Mr.  Harper,  and  Mr.  Hunter. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presideiit  of  the  United  States: 

OentlemeH  0/  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Mouee  of  RepreeentaiiveM  : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Oovernor  of  the  State  of  New  Hamphire,  and  of  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature  thereof,  ratifying  the  article 
proposed  in  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Umted  States,  respecting  the  Judicial  power. 

I  also  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  a  Xjetter  from  the 
Gkvemor  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  of  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  thereof,  ceding  **  to  the  United  States 
certain  lands,  upon  the  conditions  therein  mentioned." 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UmriD  Statu,  Fdnruary  17,  1796. 

The  said  Message  and  papers  wese  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
two  statements,  exhibiting  the  gross  and  nett 
amount  of  duties  arising  on  distilled  spirits,  and 
on  country  stills,  (drawbacks  deducted,)  during 
the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two,  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of 
the  second  instant;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presideiit  op  the  United  States: 
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Omttlemmi  of  the  8enoU^  and 

of  the  House  of  Repruentatives  : 

I  have  received  copies  of  two  AcU  of  the  Legrislature 
of  Georgia — odc  passed  on  the  28th  day  of  December, 
and  the  other  on  the  7th  day  of  January  last — for  ap- 
propriating and  selling  the  Indian  lands  within  the  ter- 
ritorial limits  claimed  by  that  State.  These  copies, 
though  not  officially  certified,  have  been  transmitted  to 
me  in  such  a  manner  aa  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  their 
authenticity.  These  Acts  embrace  an  object  of  such 
magnitude,  and  in  their  consequences  may  so  deeply 
affect  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  States,  that 
I  have  thought  it  necessary  now  to  lay  them  before 
Ck>ngress. 

In  confidence,  I  also  forward  copies  of  several  docu- 
ments and  papers  received  from  the  Qovernor  of  the 
Southwestern  Territory.  By  these,  it  seems  that  hos- 
tilities with  the  Cherokees  have  ceased,  and  that  there 
is  a  pleasing  prospect  of  a  permanent  peace  with  that 
nation.  But,  from  all  the  communications  of  the  Go- 
vernor, it  appears  that  the  Greeks,  in  small  parties,  con- 
tinue their  depredations,  and  it  is  uncertain  to  what 
they  may  finally  lead. 

The  several  papers  now  communicated  deserve  the 
immediate  attention  of  Congress,  who  will  consider  how 
far  the  subjects  of  them  may  require  their  co-operation. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unxtid  States,  February  17, 1796, 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to 
the  Acta  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  for  appro- 
priating and  selling  the  Indian  lands  within  the 
territorial  limits  claimed  by  that  State,  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Murray,  Mr. 
FiNDLET,  Mr.  BouDDfOT,  Mr.  Ames,  and  Mr.  Sher- 
burne, with  instruction  to  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said 
Message  as  relate  to  the  communications  from  the 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
South  of  the  river  Ohio,  be  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

EXPORTATION  OF  LEAD. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMOKs  moved  that  a  bill  ahould  be 
read  a  third  time  for  permitting  the  exportation 
of  lead.  A  former  bill,  which  had  been  passed 
for  repealing  part  of  the  act  that  prohibits  the 
exportation  of  military  stores  from  the  United 
States,  was  rejected  by  the  Senate;  the  present 
bill,  which  had  lain  over  for  some  time,  was,  on  that 
account,  brought  forward.  Mr.  F.  said  that  he 
hoped  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  Venablb  hoped  that  it  would  not  pass. 
The  gentleman  for  whose  sake  this  bill  was  in 
reality  Introduced,  might  wait,  as  well  as  other 
people,  till  the  expiration  of  the  existing  law, 
which  was  to  be  in  May  next  He  reprobated 
the  idea  of  legislating  for  the  sake  of  an  indivi- 
dual, as  a  most  irregular  and  dangerous  prece* 
dent  The  person  had  imported  this  lead  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  law  that  prohibited  its  being 
sent  out  of  the  conntry  again.    This  law  might 


give  an  individual  an  advantage  over  other  [peo- 
ple. 

Mr.  FiTZsmoRs  thought  that  this  was  the 
most  disorderly  reasoning  which  he  had  ever 
heard  in  the  House.  When  thin  lead  was  im- 
ported, the  law  that  prohibited  its  being  exported 
affain,  did  not  exist  Mr.  F.  asked,  whj  thiS 
House  might  not  legislate  for  an  individual  ?  Ai 
for  waiting  till  the  month  of  May«  the  ship  na 
bound  for  India,  and  must  sail,  if  she  sailed  at  &11, 
in  March  next  When  the  prohibitory  law  passei 
the  arsenals  were  in  want  of  lead.  At  pre^nt 
there  is  as  much  lead  in  the  conntry  as  would  »Bp> 
ply  all  its  demand  for  seven  years.  Why  thea  in- 
here to  this  restriction  ? 

Mr.  Dayton  was  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Ho 
wished  that  the  other  had  gone  through  ti» 
Senate. 

Mr.  Kittera  considered  the  reasoning  of  tbt 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Vehable]  aa  tbe 
strangest  which  he  had  ever  heard  of.  We  legis- 
late every  other  day  for  individuals,  and  insert  Uieir 
names,  and  the  reasons  for  doing  so,  in  tbe  Tery 
body  of  the  act  He  could  not  Uien  imagine  why 
it  should  be  opposed  at  this  time. 

A  member  said  that  he  would  oppose  it,  as  bar- 
ing  crept  into  the  House  in  an  extraordinary  nuo* 
ner,  so  as  to  exclude  all  debate.  He  should  Ibera- 
fore  vote  against  it 

Mr.  Goodhue  saw  no  reason  why  the  bill  shoal^ 
not  pass,  merely  because  it  reUted  to  an  indiTidoal 
He  saw  no  reason  why  the  Legislature  should  not 
oblige  an  individual,  when  it  could  be  done  withost 
injuring  the  publks  interest  If  the  United  Suies 
were  in  want  of  the  lead,  that  would  be  quite 
another  thing. 

Mr.  Hartley  thought  that  this  bill  was  op> 
posed  upon  extraordinary  grounds.  He  vas  b 
its  favor  for  reasons  similar  to  those  assigned  bj 
Mr.  Goodhue. 

Mr.  Datton  explained,  that  the  bill  had  gone 
through  all  the  different  and  regular  shapes,  and 
had  been  fully  canvassed  some  time  a^  He 
read  a  part  of  the  journals  to  illustrate  his  asser- 
tions. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  if  there  ever  had  beeo 
any  use  for  tbe  prohibitory  act  in  qnestioo,  it  «u 
now  superfluous.  He  moved  to  reeommit  tbe  bP 
to  a  select  committee,  or  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  House.  He  wished  for  a  repeal  of  tbe 
whole  bill,  not  a  partial  repeal  in  &vor  of  a  pu* 
tieular  person. 

Mr.  Kittera  contended  that  Mr.  Goes  and 
Mr.  S.  Smith  opposed  the  bill  on  opposite  prioei- 
pies.  Both  these  gentlemen  said  that  theythooght 
Mr.  K.  had  mistaken  their  meaning.  He  insisted 
that  there  was  an  opposition  which  opposed  it- 
self. 

Mr.  Sbdowicx  could  not  see  tbe  use  of  hiDdar- 
ing  this  bill  passing.  The  lead  is  now  lyiog  io 
ballast,  and  if  it  does  not  go,  specie  must  be  u^ 
instead  of  it  Why  not  unshackle  this  property 
which  is  now  useless,  and  bring  it  into  actioa! 
What  good  was  to  be  got  by  continuing  the  pro- 
hibition, Mr.  S.  said  he  was  totally  incapable  of 
comprehending.      As   to   the   commitment,  tbit 
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also  was,  in  every  point  of  view,  entirely  beyond 
his  conjecture  as  to  any  rational. end  propoBed  by 
it 

Mr.  B.  Bourne  was  not  much  interested 
whether  the  bill  passed  or  QOt  But  he  had 
uiotber  serious  consequence  to  observe  on,  and 
that  was  the  great  waste  of  time  on  such  a  thing, 
when  80  great  a  mass  of  business  was  before  the 
House.  This  bill  had  at  different  times  taken  up 
three  days,  and  had  been  fully  discussed.  The 
session  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  he  entreated 
that  the  question  might  be  taken. 

The  bill  was  then  passed — ayes  50,  noes  not 
counted. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide  for 
orgnnizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  Militia  of 
the  United  States. 

On  the  first  clause,  Mr.  Swift  proposed  as  an 
amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  twenty,  and 
insert  eighteen,  that  the  age  at  which  persons 
were  to  be  enrolled  in  the  select  corps,  might  be 
from  eighteen  to  twenty-five  years. 

Mr.  S.  Sbuth  and  Mr.  laviirv  were  both  against 
this  amendment,  and  stated  the  numerous  inconve- 
niences which  attended  the  attempt  of  converting 
boys  into  soldiers.  The  former  gentleman  quoted 
the  Memoirs  of  the  once  celebrated  and  still  mem- 
orable Dumourier,  who  remonstrated  to  the  Con- 
Tention  at  Paris  on  this  mode  of  recruiting. 

Mr.  Datton  differed  from  these  two  gentlemen. 
He  preferred  eighteen  as  an  amendment  Per- 
sons at  that  age  oould  be  more  easily  spared  than 
when  they  were  older,  and  engaged  in  business, 
and  very  likely  married.  Boys  at  eighteen  would 
also  learn  the  exercise  faster  than  when  twenty- 
five  years  old. 

Mr.  FiTZBiMONS  said,  that  the  gentleman  had 
only  looked  at  one  side  of  the  question.  What 
would  be  the  situation  of  a  man  with  eight  or  ten 
Apprentices  called  away  for  twenty  days  at  a  time  ? 
They  would  not  be  fit  for  the  duties  of  a  soldier. 
He  should  even  have  preferred  twenty-one  to 
twenty.  He  ima^ned  that  this  would  be  a  real 
discouragement  to  manu&ctures.  The  young 
men  returning  to  their  employments  might  be  less 
disposed  for  attending  to  them. 

On  a  division  the  amendment  wis  rejected — 
»yes  39,  noes  40. 

There  was  part  of  a  clause  in  the  first  section 
in  these  words : '"  AU  able-bodied  uhiU  male  dti- 
zens.'*    It  was  moved  to   strike  oat  the  word 

Mr.  KiTCBKLL  said,  that  if  the  word  white  was 
struck  out,  he  hoped  that  hlack  would  be  inserted, 
tt  it  was  necessary  that  the  militia  should  all  be  ojf 
one  color.  White  men  would  not  stand  in  the 
same  rank  with  a  negro. 

Another  member  said,  that  he  was  not  for  a 
•P«clfe(2  militia.  \ 

Mr.  Blount  replied  that  in  the  Southern 
S^tes,  there  was  a  numerous  class  of  men,  who 
were  neither  whites  nor  blacks,  but  mulattoes. 


It  was  not  understood  to  be  disgraceful  to  serve  in 
the  ranks  with  them. 

A  member  from  one  of  the  Southern  States  de- 
clared that  he  was  sure  it  was  so  considered  in 
Maryland  and  Virginia.  He  remarked,  however, 
that  the  subject  was  obviously  and  eictremely  im- 
proper for  public  discussion.  He  had  before  ob- 
served this  to  the  House,  when  MV.  Dkxteb  made 
a  motion  referring  to  the  same  subject  [This 
was  in  the  debate  about  the  naturaliza'tion  bill, 
when  Mr.  Dcxtbr  proposed  that  foreign  nobility 
should  not  be  admitted  as  citizens  of  America  till 
they  first  renounced  the  possession  of  slaves.]  As 
the  gentleman  did  not  think  his  observations  pro- 
per for  the  public  ear,  it  would  be  an  ungrateful 
trespass  on  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  attempt 
a  recital. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  now  rose.  The  Chairman  re- 
ported progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wbdnesdat,  February  18. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  more  general  promul- 
gation of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
Militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrectionSi  and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the 
act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  enabling  Gem-ge  Qibbs  to  ob- 
tain a  drawbusk  of  duties  on  certain  exported  winea 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Sey- 
mour was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  memorial  of  John  Rutledge,  administrator  of 
Thomas  Rutledge,  deceased,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read,  praying  the  liquidation  and  set- 
tlement of  a  claim  for  the  services  of  the  deceased, 
as  a  Deputy  Commissary  General  of  Purchases  for 
the  Southern  Department  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  ther^ 
upon  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  Samuel  Weir,  Representative  of 
the  People  South  of  French  Broad  River,  in  behalf 
of  himself  and  his  constituents,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  certain  lands  which  they  purchased  of 
the  Indians,  and  have  since  been  ceded  to  the  Uni- 
ted SUtes  by  the  treaties  of  Seneka  and  of  Holston^ 
may  be  secured  to  the  memorialists,  and  they  be 
permitted  to  settle  thereon. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  HiLLBousB,  Mr.  Irvinb,  and  Mr.  Wau^bb; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof;  and 
report  the  same^  with  their  opinion  thereupon^  to 
the  House. 

A  memorial  of  Gunning  Bedford^  Judge  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  SUtes  for  the  State 
of  Delaware,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read, 
stating  the  insufficiency  of  the  salary  allowed  him 
by  law,  and  praying  that  the  aamo  may  be  ioe^ 


1 


1235 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1286 


H.  OP  R.] 


Count  de  Gfra$9e'»  Heirs — Organization  of  the  Militia, 


[Febkuabt,  1795. 


creased,  and  rendered  more  adequate  to  his  ser- 
yices. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Dkxtbr,  Mr.  Kfttkra,  and  Mr.  Harrison; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 

S»rt  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
ouse. 

A  petition  of  James  Strange,  of  the  town  of  Man- 
chester, in  the  State  of  Virginia,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read,  praying  a  remission  of  the 
duties  accruing  on  a  (quantity  of  salt,  the  property 
of  the  petitioner,  which  was  lost  in  consequence 
of  the  vessel  in  which  it  was  laden  having  been 
drove  on  shore  in  a  gale  of  wind,  and  bilged  at 
Rockett*s  Landing,  in  the  said  State. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Winoate  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

Eesohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  the  compensations  given  to 
the  officers  employed  in  the  management  of  the 
revenue  arising  from  stills  and  distilled  spirits,  not 
included  in  his  report  of  the  seventeenth  instant, 
together  with  the  number  of  officers  employed  in 
each  State. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Smith,  firom  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Barton,  and  others;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on 
Friday  next 

Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  Amelie,  Adelaide,  Me- 
lanie,  and  Silvie  de  Grasse,  four  daughters  of  the 
late  Count  de  Grasse,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  immediately. 

COUNT  DE  ORASSE'S  HEIRS. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  a 
memorial  from  the  four  daughters  of  the  late  Ad- 
miral Count  de  Grasse.  It  was  read,  with  the  re- 
port from  a  select  committee,  which  proposed  to 
give  each  of  these  ladies,  who  are  now  residing  in 
Boston,  and  in  indigent  circumstances,  a  thousand 
dollars,  in  consideration  of  the  important  services 
rendered  by  their  father  to  the  United  States.  To 
this  proposal  the  Committee  agreed,  and  the  Chair- 
man reported  the  resolution. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  report 

Mr.  Macon  objected  that  though  the  claims  of 
the  petitioners  were  strong,  yet  they  were  not  more 
80  than  those  of  multitudes  of  others.  On  the  very 
day  when  we  have  come  to  a  resolution  to  receive 
no  more  petitions  from  our  fellow-citizens,  we  are 

Smg  to  give  so  large  a  sum  at  once  to  foreigners, 
e  was  aware  that  the  Count  de  Grasse  had  done 
eminent  services  to  America,  and  he  felt  them  as 
much  as  any  person,  but  stUl  he  saw  no  reason  for 
preferring  these  petitioners,  when  there  were  likely 
an  hundred  of  the  officers  of  de  Grasse,  or  of  Ro- 
chambeau's  army,  that  were  in  this  country,  and 
in  want 

Mr.  Dexter  said,  that  if  t^ere  ever  was  a  case 
where  it  would  be  proper  to  act  first^  and  there- 


after try  to  find  reasons  for  what  had  been  done, 
this  was  such  a  case. 

The  report  was,  on  a  division,  agreed  to  by  a 
great  majority — sixty-one  gentlemen  rising  in  the 
affirmative.  The  pesolution  is  in  the  foDowing 
words: 

jReiolved,  That,  in  consideration  of  the  extraor- 
dinary services  rendered  the  United  States  by  the 
late  Count  de  Grasse,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  on  the  argent  re- 
quest of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Ameri- 
can forces,  bevond  the  term  limited  for  his  co^pe. 
ration  with  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Amelie,  Adelaide,  Melinie, 
and  Silvie  de  Grasse,  daughters  of  the  late  Count 
de  Grasse,  respectively,  the  sum  of  one  thousaad 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Amis, 
Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Gilmah,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MHJTIA 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  moved  that  the  House  should, 
agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  or- 
ganizing, arming,  and  disciplining  the  Militia. 

Mr.  Datton  declared  himself  opposed  to  this 
motion,  as  it  would  lead  to  a  ne^less  waste  of 
time  upon  a  subject  or  system  which  they  should 
be  unable  to  mature  in  the,  little  time  which  re- 
nuined  of  the  present  session.  He  said,  that  no 
one  was  more  perfectly  convinced  of  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  present  system,  or  more  sealooslj 
disposed  to  amend  it  than  he  himself  was ;  but  the 
discussion  which  this  bill  had  already  undergone 
was  sufficient  to  satisfy  his  mind  that  they  oogfat 
to  postpone  the  decision  upon  a  plan  so  new  and 
important  until  their  next  meeting.  He  acknow- 
ledged that,  in  proposing  this  p^tponement)  he 
was  very  much  influenced  by  a  belief  that  there 
was  wanting  not  only  time,  but  a  proper  temper 
and  disposition  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  to 
inquire  into  and  remedy  all  the  defects  which  bad 
occurred  or  could  be  pointed  out,  under  the  exists 
ing  Militia  Laws.  It  was  easy  to  foresee  that 
nothing  effectual  would  be  done  by  the  present 
House,  and  to  proceed  further  would  therefore  be 
useless,  especially  as  there  was  other  business  in 
progress,  which  could  not  be  delayed  without  rery 
great  injury.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  be  discharged  firom  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill.  This  would  super- 
sede the  motion  made  by  his  colleague,  and  if 
successful,  he  should  afterwards  move  that  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  copies  be  printed  and  circuUted 
for  public  information.  The  members  would,  by 
this  means,  have  it  in  their  power  to  learn,  in  the 
recess,  the  sentiments  of  their  constituents,  and  be 
better  prepared  the  next  winter  as  to  this  import- 
ant branch  of  legislation  than  they  seemed  now 
to  be. 

The  question  for  discharging  the  Committee  of 
tho  Whole  was  put  and  carried  without  a  dlrision ; 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  a  thousand 
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)pies  should  be  printed  and  dispersed  through  the 
tates. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill 
laking  further  provision  for  the  support  of  Public 
Mit  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSB  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
lause  of  the  bill)  and  said,  that  if  the  provision 
ontcmplated  in  this  bill  for  non-subscribing  credi* 
ors  had  any  intimate  connexion  with  a  perma* 
lent  and  systematic  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the 
'ublic  Debt,  his  solicitude  for  the  adoption  of  the 
liter  would  make  him  unwilling  to  object  to  the 
^rmer ;  but,  from  a  critical  attention  to  the  sub- 
ect,  and  the  Report  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  he  cannot  find  that  a  rejection  of  this 
irorision  will  at  all  derange  the  system.  He 
«gged  leave  to  premise  his  observation  with  one 
emark,  which  was,  that  no  member  of  the  Com- 
pittee  had  a  higher  opinion  of  or  greater  respect 
or  the  talents  and  integrity  of  the  late  Secretary 
i  the  Treasury,  or  more  lamented  the  loss  of 
hem  to  the  public  than  himself;  that  his  opinion 
lad  always  been  in  favor  of  referring  to  the  Secre- 
ary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  official  duty  it  was  to  be 
nformed,  for  information  and  plans  on  the  subject 
)f  finance,  and  that  the  fund  of  useful  information 
x>ntained  in  this  report  was  a  striking  proof  of  the 
correctness  of  that  opinion ;  but  he  never  supposed 
liimself  bound  to  an  implicit  adoption  of  such  plans 
u  might  be  reported.  It  was  his  duty  to  examine 
ud  judge  for  himself. 

Consistency  of  conduct,  and  impartial  jus- 
tice to  all,  was,  in  his  ophiion,  as  important  for 
the  preservation  of  our  national  character,  as  the 
punctual  payment  of  our  debts.  Will  not  the 
adoption  of  this  provision,  which  gives  better  terms 
to  the  non-subscrihing  creditors  than  to  those  >rho 
have  placed  confidence  in  your  Government  and 
cheerfully  complied,  be  partial?  Will  there  be 
consistency  in  our  conduct,  when,  but  a  few  ses- 
sions since,  we  almost  unanimously  rejected  a 
petition  from  one  class  of  those  creditors,  and,  as 
«r  as  was  possible,  made  a  Legislative  declaration 
mat  no  better  provision  ought  or  should  be  made? 
And  would  it  be  honorable  now,  since  a  great  pro- 
portion of  these  creditors,  in  consequence  of  the 
rejection  of  their  petitions  and  despairing  of  better 
terms,  have  subscribed  to  your  Loans,  to  turn  im- 
mediately around,  as  soon  as  we  have  got  them 
bound,  and  make  a  better  provision  for  those  who 
still  refuse  a  compliance?  The  reasoning  of  the 
late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  favor  of  this 
principle,  is  too  nice,  and  proves  too  much,  and 
cannot  be  carried  into  execution.  Will  not  these 
observations  extend  even  to  the  old  twenty  dollar 
notes  of  1775,  many  of  which  are  now  in  posses- 
ion of  persons  who  received  them,  and  were  com- 
pelled by  law  to  receive  them,  as  gold  and  silver, 
m  payment  of  their  old  debts.  The  fact  is,  that 
at  the  close  of  the  late  war,  and  even  at  the  time 
w  establishing  the  present  Olovemment,  a  literal 
compliance  with  all  the  then  existing  contracts 
and  engagements,  was  well  known  and  generally 
nnderstood  to  be  whollv  impracticable.  This  Go- 
vernment, therefore,  ofl&red  such  terms  as  they 


thought  just  and  equitable,  and  within  the  compass 
of  their  ability  to  fulfil ;  and,  in  the  same  act,  held 
up  the  idea  that  no  better  provision  would  be  made 
for  non-subscribing  creditors,  for  they  were  to  have 
only  four  per  cent,  though  their  contract  said  six. 
Was  not  this  more  than  a  tacit,  was  it  not  an  ex- 
plicit declaration,  that  no  creditor  ought  to  hesi- 
tate about  subscribing,  for  these  were  the  best 
terms  that  would  be  given?  And  whatever  we 
may  say  about  the  creditor  having  voluntarily 
given  up  \x\t  claim,  if  we  did  not  give  an  opinion 
to  receive  the  money  at  the  Treasury,  or  to  sub- 
scribe the  Loan,  it  was  in  a  degree  a  forced  Loan. 
This,  however,  throws  no  imputation  on  the  Qo- 
vernment,  for  they  did  all  that  they  were  bound 
in  honor  or  justice  (all  circumstances  considered) 
to  do;  and  every  creditor  ought,  and  every  rea- 
sonable creditor  will  be  satisfied.  And  to  depart 
from  the  terms  then  held  out,  or  to  give  better 
terms  now,  would  be  unjust,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
lessen  instead  of  strengthening  the  confidence  of 
the  people  in  the  Government  In  times  of  peace 
and  prosperity,  and  when  our  resources  are  ample, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  our  having  sufficient  credit. 
But  if  reverse  of  fortune  should  throw  our  afiairs 
into  some  derangement,  and  we  shoold  be  obliged 
to  come  forward  with  new  terms  or  propositions 
for  obtaining  further  loans  or  credit,  would  not 
every  one  be  disinclined  to  accept  them,  under  an 
apprehension  that  those  who  hung  back  might 
fare  better  ?  What  would  have  been  the  situation 
of  the  United  States  if  all  had  rejected  the  terms? 
Would  it  have  been  in  their  power  to  make  a  like 
provision  for  the  whole  Debt?  And  is  it  just 
that  this  class  of  creditors  should  derive  an  advan- 
tage from  the  ready  compliance  of  others?  How 
would  it  be  in  the  case  of  an  individual  ? — and  I 
believe  the  same  rules  are  to  be  observed  to  pre- 
serve the  honor  and  credit  of  public  bodies  as  that 
of  individuals.  Would  it  be  oonsidred  honorable 
for  a  merchant  whose  afiairs  by  misfortune  should 
become  embarrassed,  and  he^unable  to  make  prompt 
payment  of  all  his  debts,  to  ofier  to  his  creditors  to 
pay  them  without  interest,  or  at  a  certain  rate 
upon  the  pound ;  and  after  a  great  proportion  of 
his  creditors  had  subscribed  to  his  terms,  to  pay 
the  remainder  the  full  amount  of  their  debts  in 
money,  and  that,  too,  when  there  could  be  no  com- 
pulsory process  against  him  ?  If  such  an  individ- 
ual meant  to  preserve  his  credit  and  character,  he 
must  do  equal  justice  to  all;  and  so  must  the 
United  States.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  doing 
this,  by  making  provision  to  pay  the  principal  of 
the  unsubscribed  Debt  in  the  year  1801,  when  de- 
ferred stock  begins  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent,  and  then  to  pay  the  arrears  of  interest  by 
instalments,  so  arranged  that  the  non-subscribing 
creditors,  though  they  receive  the  nominal  amount 
of  their  interest,  yet,  that  at  the  time  of  receiving 
the  same,  the  value  of  three  per  cent  stock  and 
the  interest  which  may  have  been  paid  thereon, 
shall  be  equal  thereto.  We  have  passed  a  law  this 
very  session  to  open  the  Loan  still  further  to  non- 
subscribing  creditors,  and  to  pay  a  like  interest  to 
such  as  shall  not  subscribe,  as  is  paid  in  the  funded 
Debt    It  18  therefore  unnecessaiy  and  improper 
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to  do  anything  further  on  that  subject  at  this 
session. 

Mr.  Sedowick  saidf  that  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion,  [Mr.  Hillhouse,]  and  his  friend 
[Mr.  Goodhue,]  who  had  seconded  it,  had  sub- 
mitted such  reasons  as  neither  his  feelings  nor  his 
principles  would  permit  him  to  pass  in  silence. 
With  the  hitter  gentleman  he  had  the  happiness 
during  the  arduous  struggle  which  accompanied 
the  Funding  Sjstemi  perfectly  to  concur  in  con- 
duct, and  till  now,  as  he  had  always  believed,  in 
the  principles  assumed  and  in  the  objects  pro- 
posed. 

In  an  untried  system  of  Government,  And  igno- 
rant of  the  national  resources,  a  provision  for  the 
Public  Debt,  the  price  of  our  Freedom  and  Indepen- 
dence, presented  difficulties  almost  insurmountable ; 
as  all  who  participated  in  the  labors  of  that  day 
would  remember.  It  might  then  have  been  believed, 
that  a  provision  on  the  precise  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, was  beyond  the  ability  of  the  country,  and 
therefore  that  the  Government  was  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  make  the  attempt  This  was  not  the  foun- 
dation on  which  the  Funding  System  was  establish- 
ed.  It  might  also,  at  that  time,  have  been  assumed 
as  a  principle  that  the  public  securities  purported 
an  obligation  greater  than  justice  required  should 
be  performed ;  and  that,  therefore,  a  system  of  de- 
preciation ought  in  this  instance  to  be  applied,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  currency.  Neither  was  the  prin- 
ciple assumed. 

The  Government  undertook,  as  in  honor  and 
conscience  bound,  to  perform  the  public  engage- 
ments ;  or  to  pay  for  a  new  modification,  a  valua- 
ble, an  honest  equivalent  Unacquainted  with  the 
competency  of  the  resources  which  were  contem- 
plated, it  was  thought  of  great  importance  to  procure 
the  consent  of  the  creditors  to  lessen  the  quantum 
of  the  immediate  provision.  To  procure  it,  it  was 
declared  that  the  equivalent  must  not  be  nominal 
only,  but  real.  That  the  consent  must  not  be  com- 
pulsory, but  voluntary.  And  it  was  further  de- 
clared, in  the  very  act  for  funding  the  Debt,  that 
act  which  was  intended  to  secure  the  public  faith 
and  the  publiq  confidence,  that  nothing  which  it 
contained  should  be  construed  to  impair  the  obliga- 
tion of  the  Government  to  make  complete  provi- 
sion for  the  non-subscribing  creditors.  Hence,  the 
provision  which  the  bill  contemplated,  so  fitr  from 
being,  as  was  now  suggested,  an  infringement  of 
the  Funding  System,  was  pursuing  not  only  the 
spirit,  but  was  in  exact  opnformity  to  the  stipula- 
tions  and  a  fulfilment  of  the  solemn  engagements  it 
expressed.  While  we  were  ignorant  of  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  revenue,  the  Government  was 
justified  in  paying  to  the  new  subscribing  o^editors 
no  greater  amount  than  was  paid  to  those  who  had 
accepted  the  t^rms  which  had  been  offered.  At  this 
time,  while  calculating  on  reducing  the  principal 
should  the  Committee  reject  the  proposition  before 
them,  they  would  be  without  excuse ;  for,  if  the  abil- 
ity  of  the  Government  was  adequate  to  a  eradual  dis- 
charge of  the  principal,  it  was  oertaimy  equal  to 
fiUfil  its  promises  respecting  the  payment  of  the 
interest 

Mi.  S.  said,  there  was  no  alternative  but  to 


make  the  proposed  provision,  or  to  violate,  not  bj 
implication,  but  expressly,  the  solemn  and  pledged 
faith  of  the  Government  Whether,  independent 
of  moral  considerations,  the  saving  of  a  few  tboQ- 
sand  dolUrs  should  be  a  prevailing  considention  for 
embracing  the  disgraceful  part,  gentlemen  woald 
determine.  The  whole  of  the  unsubscribed  Debt 
was  somewhat  more  than  a  mUlion,  the  diffirenoe, 
therefore,  which  could  be  made  by  assuming  the 
unfounded  principle  that  the  Loan  was  originallj 
compulsory,  would  be  a  mere  trifle,  infinitdy  too 
inconsiderable  for  the  immense  sacrifice  which 
must  be  made  to  obtain  it 

It  was  said  that  the  subscribers  would  consider 
the  proposed  provision  as  an  injuiy  to  them.  This 
was  to  suppose,  that  they  understood  the  promises 
of  the  Government  to  be  a  solemn  mockery.  That 
they  were  intended  as  a  disguise  which  had  pror^l 
too  thin  to  hide  the  real  intention  from  any.  For 
himself,  however,  he  would  declare,  that  was  be  the 
proprietor  of  every  dollar  of  the  unsubscribed  Debt, 
he  would  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  subscribe 
the  whole,  because  he  should  prefer  the  stable  pro- 
vision and  the  funds  which  were  pledged  to  saii&fy 
it,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Funded  Debt,  to  the  a&Doal 
provision  which  was  contemplated  for  that  which 
remained  unsubscribed.  But  whether  such  &a 
election  would  be  a  discreet  one  was  of  little  im- 
portance. It  was  enough  that  the  claim  of  the  doo- 
subscribers  was  founded  on  the  express  engage- 
ments of  the  Legislature. 

A  conversation  ensued,  during  which  Mr.  Good- 
Hui  avowed  the  principles  and  enforced  the  arga- 
ments  of  Mr.  Hillhousk.  At  leng;th  an  end  wis 
put  to  the  debate  by  Mr.  FrrzsiMoiia,  who  said, 
that  he  had  always  held  that  the  terms  offered  by 
the  Funding  System  were  intended  as  an  boneat 
equivalent---that  he  believed  that  a  provision  woold 
ultimately  be  made  for  the  non-subscribers,  in  con- 
formity to  the  stipulations  of  that  act;  and  that  he 
had  the  fullest  confidence,  that  no  gentleman  vho 
had  concurred  in  that  measure,  would,  on  mature 
r«fiection,  withhold  his  assent  But,  as  an  act  hid 
passed  the  present  session  to  continue  the  sabscrip- 
tions  through  the  current  year,  of  which  probably 
the  Secretary  was  ignorant  when  he  made  bis  r^ 
port,  he  was  willing  the  measure  should  be  post- 
poned, until  it  was  known  what  effects  might  be 
produced  by  it  He  would  therefore  consent  that 
the  three  first  sections  of  the  bill  be  struck  oQt, 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  to  strike  out  the  fourth  clause, 
which  empowers  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sink' 
ing  Fund,  with  the  approbation  of  the  PRSsmaKT, 
to  borrow,  or  cause  to  be  borrowed  from  time  to 
time,  such  sums  in  anticipation  of  the  reveoaes 
appropriated,  as  they  may  see  proper,  not  exceed- 
ing one  million  of  dollars  in  a  year.  Mr.  u. 
thought,  that  the  present  plan  for  dischar^ng  th« 
National  Debt  was  in  reality  a  plan  for  augment- 
ing it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  replied  that  there  was  nothios 
new  in  authorizing  a  loan  under  the  direction  of  the 

PiLBSIDBlfT.  , 

The  Committee  now  rose,  the  Chairman  reported 
progresSi  and  the  House  aci|ouniedL 
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Friday,  Febraary  20. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Barton 
ind  others  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Spencer  Mann 
and  Frantz  Jacob  Foltz;  which  was  read  twice 
&nd  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  four  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  use  of  the  daughters  of  the  late 
Count  de  Grasse ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  thh'd  time  to-QK>rrow. 

A  message  "from  the  Senate  in  formed  Ithe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to 
provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the 
duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,* '*  with  seyeral 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  also  agreed 
to  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House  to  the 
bill,  entitled  **  Ad<  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
^\n  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
within  the  United  States,'"  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  amendments 
of  this  House  to  the  last  mentioned  bill :  Where- 
upon, 

Rmhedy  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  all  the 
said  amendments,  with  an  amendment  to  the  last 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  first  section  of  the 

said  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Vice  President  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  President  pro  tempore^ 
and  Heury  Tazewell  has  been  duly  elected. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  *An 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection  of 
the  duties  imposed  by  law,  on  goods,  wares  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels :' "  Where- 
upon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments, 
be  committed  to  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Goodhue, 
and  Mr.  Boudinot. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  msking  further  pro- 
vision for  the  support  of  Public  Credit,  and  for  the 
redemption  of  the  Public  Debt;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported progress. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *'  An 
wt  for  the  relief  of  Agnus  M'Lean ;"  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The 
Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  this  House  to  the  last  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  first  section  of  the  amendment  of 
this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend 


the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  establish  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  SUtes  ;*  ** 
and  desire  a  conference  with  this  House  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  said  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment; to  which  conference  the  Senate  have  ap- 
pointed managers  on  their  part 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message : 
Whereupon, 

BuoUed^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate,  and  that  Mr. 
Hartlev,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  and  Mr.  Greenup,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  same,  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 


Saturday,  February  21. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of 
four  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  daughters 
of  the  late  Count  de  Grasse,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Spencer  Mann 
and  Frantz  Jacob  Foltz,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

A  petition  of  Edmund  Hogan,  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  take  and 
publish  an  accurate  and  impartial  statement  of 
Legislative  subjects  which  may  be  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  the  debates 
thereon  of  the  members,  respectively,  on  the  plan 
contemplated  in  a  motion  made  to  this  House  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  and  Mr. 
Page  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Agnus  M*Lean,"  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Mr.  Watts,  Mr. 
Swift,  and  Mr.  Claiborne. 

Mr.  Hartley,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  the  conference 
with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled *  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States,* "  made  a  report ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Strange,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Samuel  SMira,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  committed  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  more  effectu- 
ally for  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law, 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into 
the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or 
vessels,"  made  a  report :    Whereupon, 

Buohed,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  all  the 
said  amendments. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  further 
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provision  for  the  support  of  Public  Credit,  and  for 
the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were, 
severally,  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  further  to  amend  the  said  bill,  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  by  striking  out,  after  the  word  "  re- 
deemed," in  the  thirteenth  line  of  the  eleventh 
section,  the  words  following,  to  wit :  "  and  shall  be, 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  vested  in  the  said 
Commissioners,  as  property  in  trust,  to  be  applied 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act  of 
the  eighth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  of  this  act,  to 
the  reimbursement  and  redemption  of  the  said 
Debt,  including  the  Loans  aforesaid,  until  the  same 
shall  be  fully  reimbursed  and  redeemed :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  89,  nays  49,  as 
follows ; 

Yeas. — ^Theodoras  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Tho- 
mas BlouDt,  Thomas  P.  Canes,  Gabriel  Christie,  Tho- 
mas Claiborne,  Isaac  Coles,  George  Dent,  Gabriel  Da- 
vail,  Benjamin  Edwards,  WiUiam  Findley,  WUliam  B. 
Giles,  James  Gillespie,  William  Barry  Grove,  George 
Hancock,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Daniel  Heister,  John 
Hunter,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Alexander  Mebane,  Andrew 
Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicho- 
las, Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page, 
Francis  Preston,  John  Smilie,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abranani  Venable, 
Francis  Walker,  Paine  Wingate,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fiaher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  John  Beatty, 
Lemuel  Benton,  Elias  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Bourne, 
Lambert  Cadwalader,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua 
Coit^  William  J.  Dawson,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas 
I^tsstmons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Henry 
Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gk>rdon,  Samuel 
Griffin,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  John 
Heath,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Samuel 
Holten,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Henry 
Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis 
Malbone,  William  Montgomery,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Andrew  Pickens,  lliomas  Scott,  Theodore  Sedewick, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  2epha- 
niah  Swift,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jt)nathan 
Trumbull,  John  £.  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck, 
Peleg  Wads  worth,  Jeremiah  Wads  worth,  John  Watts, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

The  said  bill  being  further  amended  at  the 
Clerk^s  table,  was,  together  with  the  amendments, 
ordered  to  be  engros^,  and  read  the  third  time  on 
Monday  next 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  last  amendment, 
disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  first  amendatory 
section  of  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  establish 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
SUtes." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mes- 
sage :    Whereupon, 

Be9olved,   That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  amendment  to  the  last  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  first  amendatory  section  of  the  last 
mentioned  bill. 
^  The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  report 


from  the  Secretary  at  War,  aoeompanyiog  stit» 
ments  in  the  cases  of  claimants  to  be  placed  on 
list  of  pensioners,  which  have  been  returned  to 
War  Office  by  the  Judges  of  the  District 
of  the  United  States,  since  the  thirtieth  dsj 
December  last ;  and  of  the  additional  evidence  r^ 
ceived  further  to  support  certain  claims  formeHj; 
stated ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  refieini 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 


MoiiDAT,  Febmary  88. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  further  provision  kt 
jthe  support  of  Public  Credit,  and  for  the  redemp> 
tion  of  the  Public  Debt,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  a  blank  therein  filled  up. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  sugar  refiners  of  the  chj 
of  Philadelphia,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that,  in  lieu  of  the  two  cents  per  poaod, 
imposed  by  an  act  of  the  last  tession  of  Congress, 
on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States,  a  tix  or 
duty  may  be  laid  on  the  pan  or  boUer  used  in  n- 
fining  sugars. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  William  SMrrir,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  for  establishing  offices  for 
the  purpose  of  granting  lands  within  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read'  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Watts,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wis 
committed  the  bill  sent  fi^m  the  Senate,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Agnus  McLean,**  reported 
that  the  committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  coc- 
sideration,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto: 
Whereupon,  the  said  bill  was  amended  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  and,  together  with  the  amendments, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  firom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  acts 
therein  mentioned ;''  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  to  wbco 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  from  tbe 
President  or  the  United  States,  of  the  seTes- 
teenth  instant,  as  relates  to  the  disposition  of  In- 
dian lands  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Gear 
gia,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Conmiittee  of  the  ^Tbole 
House  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  Uuj  S. 
Jones,  and  the  petitions  of  Francis  Nash,  and  of 
Francis  Peyrinnaut,  administrator  of  Pierre  de 
Camps;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  a  resolution  there* 
upon ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows : 

JSsioked,  That  provision  be  made  by  law,  fir 
the  relief  of  the  petitioners,  respectively,  aooocdins 
to  the  prayer  of  their  sevenl  petitions. 
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Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
Biunt  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Dent 
Mr.  LcE,  and  Mr.  Habtlet,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  report  of  a  committee 
on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  respecting 
the  fortifications  of  the  United  States ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under 
consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bjr  the  House, 
as  follows : 

Risoltedf  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  comple- 
ting the  fortifications  of  certain  ports  and  harbors 
in  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
Boant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Samuel 
SxRH,  Mr.  Dbarbobn,  Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Parkbb, 
Mr.  Pickers,  and  Mr.  Mureat,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  allowing  an  additional  compensation  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Districts  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Dela- 
ware ;'*  to  which  they  deshre  the  concurrence  of  this 
Hoase.  The  Senate  have  also  passed  the  bill,  en- 
titled ''  An  act  to  proTide  for  calling  forth  the  Mili- 
tia to  execute  the  Laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insur- 
rections, and  repel  inyasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
now  in  force  for  those  purposes,"  with  several 
amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  last  mention- 
ed bill,  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
Appointed  to  examine  and  report  on  the  state  of  the 
Hint,  and  what  further  measures  may  be  necessary 
to  render  the  institution  more  beneficial ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under 
consideration,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon ;  which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

1.  Betolted,  That  provision  be  made  by  law  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Refiner  and  Melter  in  the 
Mint  of  the  United  Stotes,  whose  duty  it  shall  be, 
to  take  charge  of  all  copper,  and  silver,  and  gold 
bullion,  delivered  out  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint, 
after  it  has  been  assayed,  and  to  reduce  it  into  bars 
or  ingots  for  the  rolling  mills;  and  then  to  deliver 
them  to  the  Coiner  or  Treasurer,  as  the  Director 
shall  judge  expedient ;  and  to  do  and  perform  all 
other  duties  belonging  to  the  office  of  Refiner  and 
Melter,  or  which  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Director 
of  the  Hint 

2.  Meiohed^  That  provision  be  made  by  law, 
authorizing  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint  to  retain  two 
cents  per  ounce,  from  every  deposite  of  silver  bul- 
lion below  the  standard ;  and  four  cents  per  ounce, 
from  every  deposite  of  gold  bullion  oelow  the 
B^dard,  unless  the  same  shall  requiro  the  opera- 


tion of  the  test :  then  six  cents,  as  a  compensation 
for  refining  and  melting  the  same. 

8.  JSesohed,  That  gross  bullion  brought  for  de- 
posite and  coinage  to  the  Mint,  shall  not  be  receiv- 
ed in  smaller  quantities  than  two  hundred  ounces 
of  silver,  and  twenty  ounces  of  gold. 

4.  Reeolved,  That  the  standard  for  silver  coin, 
as  now  established  by  law  be  altered,  and  made  to 
consist  of  nine  equal  ten  parts  of  pure  silver,  and 
one  tenth  part  of  pure  copper,  being  equal  to  ten 
ounces  sixteen  pennyweights  of  pure  silver  in  one 
pound  troy. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  Peesidert  of  the  UNrrED 
States,  be  authorized  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the 
copper  coin  at  his  discretion :  Provided,  Such  re- 
duction shall  not  exceed  two  pennyweights  in  each 
cent,  and  in  proportion  in  each  half  cent ;  of  which 
he  shall  give  notice  by  proclamation,  and  report  the 
same  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  by  law  to  distribute,  at  the 
public  expense,  all  cents  received  from  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Mint ;  by  sending  them  to  some  one 
bank  in  each  State,  where  any  are  established,  and 
where  not,  to  the  principal  collector  of  such  State, 
(in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  the 
State,)  to  be  by  them  paid  out  for  cash,  to  any  per- 
son requesting  the  same,  in  sums  not  less  than  ten 
dollars  value. 

7.  Resolved,  That  provision  be  made  by  law, 
enabling  the  Director  and  Treasurer  of  the  Mint 
to  give  a  preference  to  bullion  brought  to  the 
Mint,  already,  of,  or  above  the  standard  of 
the  United  States,  so  as  not  to  be  prevented 
coining  and  issuing  the  same, .  although  bullion 
below  the  standard,  and  not  yet  refined,  may  have 
been  deposited  for  coinage  before  it ;  any  thing  in 
any  law  heretofore  passed  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Bouni- 
MOT,  Mr.  Tbuxbull,  and  Mr.  Huitter,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  allowing  an  additional  compensation  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Districts  of  Rhode  Island  and  Dela- 
ware,'* was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  relative  to  cessions 
of  jurisdiction  in  places  where  have  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  erected  and  fixed  light-houses,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  public  piers ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  several  amendments  thereto ;  which 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Ht^  Whole 
House  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  certain  duties 
upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,"  be  dischar^  from 
the  consideration  of  the  same;  and  that  it  be  re- 
committed to  Mr.  WiLUAM  SMrrH,  Mr.  Nicbo- 
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LxSf  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Ltxan,  Mr.  Findlbt* 
Mr.  FiTzsDCONS,  And  Mr.  Maoisok. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  (ot-  the  relief  of  Jose 
Roiz  Silva ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  said  bill  without 
amendment 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolyed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  Corporation  of  Rhode  Island  College ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  reported  progress. 

Tuesday,  February  24. 

An  engrossed  bill,  relative  to  cessions  of  juris- 
diction in  places  where  have  been,  or  may  here- 
after be,  erected  and  fixed  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  and  public  piers,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Roiz 
Silva  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act 
to  continue  in  force,  for^i  limited  time,  the  acts 
therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr. 
Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Boudinot. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edmuud  Hogan, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  thd  Whole  House 
to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  *'  An  act  for  allowing  an  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  Judges  of  the  Districts  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Delaware ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment  The  bill  was  then  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WiLUAM  Smith,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff 
and  refined  sugar,'*  reported  an  amendatory  bill  to 
alter  and  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  laying 
certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar  ;**  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  HiLLHousE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Weir,  Re- 
presentative of  the  People  South  of  French  Broad 
River,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  constituents, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dent,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  S.  Jones  and 
others ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

CASE  OF  THOMAS  PERSON  AND  OTHERa 

It  was  moved  that  the  House  should  go  into  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  to 
whom  had  been  referred  a  resolution  of  the  House 
in  relation  to  the  back  lands  of  North  Carolina. 
The  following  is  the  resolution  of  the  select  com- 
mittee: 


"  Resolvedy  That  in  case  the  President  of  the  Uiiit«d 
States  fthall  think  proper  to  enter  into  « treaty  or  trea- 
ties with  all  or  any  of  the  Indian  tribes  daiming  lands 
within  the  Territory  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  iir  the 
extinguishment  of  their  claims  to  all  or  any  of  tb^^^ii 

lands,  the  sum  of dollars   be,  and  the  Miut:  a 

hereby,  appropriated  to  the  purpane  of  defray  iog  ihe 
expenses  of  any  such  treaty  or  treaties." 

Mr.  Goodhue  did  not  see  that  the  United  Stat» 
had  any  concern  to  interfere  in  such  a  purchase;  it 
was  private  property. 

Mr.  Datton  explained  that  the  petition  of  Tbo. 
mas  Person  and  others  comprehended  only  two 
millions  of  acres.  The  resolution  contemplated 
twenty  millions.  It  will,  when  conapleted,  enabie 
the  United  States  to  protect  the  Choctaw::  and 
Chickasaws  from  the  Creeks  and  Cherokee>,  if  the 
latter  should  happen  to  attack  them ;  and  that  thtj 
will  attack  the  Chickasaws  is  not  improbable,  fr^m 
assistance  which  the  latter  have  given  to  the  white 
people.  Besides,  the  frontier  will  be  capable  of 
defence,  at  a  much  cheaper  rate,  in  this  way,  than 
at  present  it  can  be.  It  is  now  an  irregular  line. 
A  peculiar  circumstance,  besides,  will  make  the 
lands  easy  to  be  purchased.  No  Indian  tribes 
reside  on  them.  When  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts considers  these  things,  he  will  not  object, 
since  the  United  States  will  gain  eighteen  milUoos 
of  acres  by  the  transaction. 

Mr.  Goodhue  admitted  the  reasoning  as  to  the 
eighteen  millions,  but  still  scrupled  as  to  the  r^L 

Mr.  Swift  recommended  that  the  Indian  daim 
should  in  the  mean  time  be  extinguished. 

Mr.  McDowell,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Goodhue,  said 
that  if  the  gentleman  had  attended  to  the  reason- 
ings  formerly  used  on  this  subject,  and  which  had 
occupied  considerable  time  of  the  House  during 
the  present  session,  he  could  have  been  at  no  loss 
for  understanding  the  propriety  of  this  purchase 
being  made  by  the  United  States. 

A  committee  were  named  to  bring  in  a  bill  is 
terms  of  the  resolution  recommended  by  the  select 
committee. 

PENNSYLVANIA    INSURGENTS. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  act  mak- 
ing compensation  to  officers  of  (Government  and 
others  who  were  sufferers  by  the  Western  Insor- 
gents,  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  Swift  objected  to  the  bill,  as  he  doubted 
whether  any  money  was  really  wanted.  There 
was,  at  any  rate,  do  evidence  of  it  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  FrrzsnroNs  wondered  to  hear  gentlerMn 
talk  about  the  want  of  evidence.  Do  we  not  all 
know  that  one  person  had  his  house,  bams,  and 
everything  else  burnt  down?  Let  his  drconi- 
stances  be  as  good  as  they  will,  he  must  be  in  want 
of  assistance  in  the  mean  time,  especially  as  there 
is  little  money  in  that  part  of  the  country.  As  to 
recovering  the  damages  done,  Mr.  F.  very  much 
feared  that  they  never  would  be  got  back,  either  bj 
the  proposed  lawsuitSi  by  subscriptioDS,  or  in  aoj 
other  way. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  thought  this  a  debt  due  by  the 
rules  both  of  prudence  and  of  justice. 
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Mr.  Ktttera  also  defended  the  expediency  of 
the  bill.  The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
rejected. 

SURVEY  OF  SOUTHERN  COAST. 

The  House  next  resolved  into  a  Committee  on 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition 
of  I^arker,  Hopkins,  and  Miers,  of  Snvunnnh,  in 
Georgia.  These  gentlemen  had  been  employed 
since  the  12th  of  Ja|y*  1791,  in  surveying  the  coasts, 
&c.,  of  Georgia.  They  implored  the  aid  of  the 
Flouse  in  this  arduous  and  expensive  undertaking. 
The  report  of  the  select  committee  recommended 
that,  as  the  afTufr  was  of  a  public  nature,  and  as 

pond  charts  were  much  wanted,  the  sum  of 

dollars  should  be  loaned  to  them  for  the  term  of 

years,  out   of  the  Treasury   of  the   United 

Suites. 

Mr.  Giles  thought  there  would  be  no  end  of 
6uch  claims  if  the  practice  were  once  fairly  bejrun. 

Mr.  Ha-RFER  (the  new  member  from  South 
Carolina)  could  give  some  information  ta  the 
House  on  this  subject.  He  had  a  personal  opportu- 
nity of  examining  pnrt  of  the  execution  of  this 
work,  and  he  conceived  it  to  be  very  accurate. 
Georiri.1  supplies  the  best  timber  for  ship-building 
in  the  United  States,  and  in  a  short  time  the  com- 
merce of  that  State  will  be  a  very  great  object 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Hou.se  would  not 
%hlly  reject  this  application.  If  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  forbade  the  granting  of  money 
in  this  way,  there  was  an  end  of  it.  But  if  ever  a 
deviation  was  to  be  made  from  such  a  rule,  perhaps 
this  would  be  one  of  the  most  proper  cases.  The 
scheme  had  hitherto  been  carried  on  at  the  expense 
of  a  few  individuals.  He  only  requested  that  the 
House  would  not  lightly  refuse  the  prayer  of  the 
petition,  since  the  thing  itself  was  of  so  much  con- 
sequence. 

Mr.  Madisou  would  not  hastily  undertake  to 
say  that  the  grant  of  money  was  improper  to  be 
made  to  thin  affair  as  a  public  good.  He  did  not  at 
present  wish  to  enter  into  that.  He  cimsidered 
B  loan,  however,  as  the  worst  of  all  possible  shapes 
in  which  the  request  could  come  before  the  House, 
for  it  was  impossible  to  say  where  the  practice  of 
lending  might  stop.  If  assistance  was  to  be  granted 
in  this  case,  he  did  not  see  why  the  survey  should 
pot  he  extended  to  other  parts  of  the  Union  where 
it  was  equally  necessary.  Every  private  under- 
taker might  in  this  way  solicit  a  loan,  when  the 
object  of  his  scheme  was  not  public  advantage  but 
private  emolument. 

Mr.  Murray  rejected  all  idea  that  the  proposal 
^as  ngainst  the  Constitution.  Congress  had  sur- 
veyed the  Western  lands,  and  nobody  supposed 
that  beyond  their  authority.  Why  was  there  to  be 
SQch  a  difference  between  land  and  water  ? 

Mr.  Baldwin  stated,  that  the  individuals  had 
''pent  all  they  were  worth  upon  this  undertaking, 
ind  all  which  their  friends  could  raise,  and  it  would 
^  a  great  pity  if  it  should  fail  in  the  end  for  the 
^ant  of  so  trifling  a  sum  as  three  thousand  dollars, 
^hich  wa8>  all  that  was  wanted.  He  explained 
the  very  great  necessity  for  such  a  chart.  At  pre- 
sent there  was  none  to  be  had  that  was  fit  for  any- 
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thing.  Ships  often  lay  for  weeks,  and  even  months 
together  on  the  coast  in  the  most  d.in}rerous  situa- 
tion, and  unable  to  extricate  themHeives  for  want 
of  charts.  He  adverted  to  the  growing  value  of 
the  commerce  of  Georgia,  and  to  the  remark  of 
Mr.  Murk  AT  as  to  the  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  survey 
both  land  and  wster.  If  a  loan  was  disagreeable, 
the  President  might  be  desired  to  subscribe  for  a 
certain  number  of  copies  of  the  charts. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  approved  much  of  getting  good 
charts.  If  the  AmbasHador  sent  to  Spain  shall 
succeed  in  getting  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
opened,  this  coast  of  Georgia  will  very  soon  be  of 
the  highest  importance. 

Mr.  Madison  doubted  whether  the  State  of 
Georgia  was  not  at  present  more  able  than  the 
United  States  t(»  subscribe. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  considered  this  as  a  very  wrong 
time  to  bring  in  such  a  business,  when  the  House 
are  going  to  rise.  His  chief  objertion  was  to  the 
mode,  not  the  substance.  He  wished  the  matter 
withdrawn  for  the  present^  as  the  House  had  to 
proceed  upon  the  Military  Establishment. 

Mr.  Dayton  had  no  duubt  of  the  Constitution 
empowering  the  House  to  lend  the  three  thousand 
dollars,  but  did  not  like  the  mode  of  lendin>;  it. 
He  wished  that  the  whrjje  coast  could  be  surveyed. 

Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Hakper  e.ich  read  a  sepa- 
rate reholniion  in  place  of  that  rfcommended  by 
the  committee.  It  was  then  agreed  to  take  tiie 
question  upon  it,  and  it  was  neg.itived.  The  reso- 
lution sugirested  by  Mr.  Harfrr  was  then  read. 
But  this  also  being  found  liable  to  many  objec- 
tions, the  Committee  rose,  and  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  they  had  disagreed  to  the  report  of  the 
select  committee,  to  whom  the  whole  was  again  re- 
ferred. 

* 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  next  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eMimates  of  miliUtry  sppropriations 
for  the  year  1795,  and  came  to  cert^iin  resolutions, 
which  were  reported  to  the  House.  The  House 
took  them  up. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved  that  there  should  be  voted 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  the  naval  armament, 

for  three  months, dollars.     If  thi**  motion  was 

rejected,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  should  take  the  yeas 
and  nayM  upon  it,  that  it  might  be  fairly  known  that 
gentlemen  in  the  House  were  for  abandoning  the 
naval  armament  altogether. 

Mr.  Giles  sai«l,  th;it  he  had  opposed  it  at  every 
sUige  a.s  an  useless  expense,  and  an  improper  way 
of  attempting  to  attain  the  proposed  object  He 
should  vote  against  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Dayton  thought  that  Mr.  W.  Smith  had 
asKumed  an  odd  style.  Mr.  Smith  had  never  heard 
him  backward  in  ntting  out  a  naval  armament,  and 
yet  he  should  vote  against  the  present  motion,  for 
this  plain  reason,  that  the  money  hud  been  voted 
already. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONS  did  not  know  whether  the  last 
yearns  provisiion  extended  to  this.  If  it  does,  then 
this  is  a  useless  proposition. 

Mr.  Boudinot  thought  that  the  provision  did 
not  extend,  but  that  the  money  unappropriated 
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was  carried  forward  as  surplus  revenue,  and  that  a 
new  act  was  requisite  to  appropriate  over  again  the 
money  for  the  Navy. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  did  not  suppose  that  the  former 
appropriation  continued  in  force,  or  he  certainly 
would  not  have  made  this  motion.  He  did  not 
refer,  at  any  rate,  to  Mr.  Dayton,  when  he  spoke 
of 'gentlemen  being  against  the  armament  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  Datton  read  the  act,  which,  as  he  thought, 
made  it  clearly  out  that  the  money  yet  stands  in 
reserve.  He  wished  the  point  decided  before  the 
House  went  further. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  recommended  that  this  resolution 
should  pass  in  the  mean  time.  If  the  money  was 
already  voted,  this  could  do  no  harm. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusE  wished  it  to  be  withdrawn. 

No  question  was  taken  on  it,  but  a  committee 
were  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  on  the  resolutions 
reported,  which  were  as  follows ; 

**  Resolved,  That,  indudiog  the  appropriation  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  made  for  the  Military  Eata- 
bliahment  by  an  act  of  the  present  sesaioo,  there  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  «aid  Military  Establifihment,  a  Bum 
not  exceeding  one  million  four  oundred  and  thirty-nine 
thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and 
twenty-nine  cents. 

**Iie9olvedt  That,  for  defraying  the  expense  of  bIx 
months'  pay  and  subsistence  of  a  detachment  of  militia 
employed  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Mor- 
gan, pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  present  session,  there  be 
appropriated  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two  dollars. 

"  Jtetolved,  Tliat  there  be  appropriated  a  sam  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  contingent  pur- 
poses of  Government,  and  subject  to  the  disposition  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.'* 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  above  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
siMONs,  Mr.  Mo5T60HERY,  and  Mr.  Foster,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  four  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  use  of  the'daughters  of  the  late  Count 
de  Grasse,  with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ment, and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

INDIAN  LANDS  IN  GEORGIA. 

The  House  next  went  into  Committee  on  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Message  of  the  Prbsidbnt  of  the  17th 
current,  respecting  the  disposition  of  Indian  lands 
by  the  State  of  Georgia.* 

The  first  resolution  was  read,  and  passed,  with- 
out a  division.    It  was  in  these  words: 

**  Received,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President 
of  the  ITnited  States  touse  all  Constitutional  and  legal 
means  to  prevent  the  infraction  of  the  treaties  made 
with  the  Indian  tribes  by  the  citisens  of  the  United 
States,  with  an  assurance  that  Ck>ngress  will  co-operate 
in  such  other  acts  as  will  be  proper  for  the  same  end." 

The  second  resolution  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Fitzsimoics  said,  he  was  much  surprised 


how  this  first  resolution  had  got  through  the  Honse 
without  opposition,  for  it  was  drawn  in  the  most 
singular  terms  that  he  had  ever  seen.  It  was  no 
less  than  a  recommendation  from  that  House  to 
the  Pr£SIDsnt  that  he  would  take  care  to  do  his 
duty.  He  hoped  that  there  was  no  necessity  for 
admonitions  of  that  sort  Mr  F.  was  told  that  be 
was  not  in  order,  as  the  resolution  bad  already 
passed. 
The  second  resolution  was  as  follows: 

"  Beaolffedf  That  it  be  further  recommended  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  not  to  permit  treaties 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  any  lands 
to  be  holden  at  the  instance  of  individuals  or  of  Statds, 
where  it  shall  appear  that  the  property  of  sodi  landU, 
when  the  Indian  title  shall  be  extinguished,  will  be  in 
particular  persons ;  and  that,  whenever  treaties  are  held 
for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  individuals  claiming 
rights  of  pre-emption  shall  be  prevented  from  trealix^ 
with  the  Indians  concerning  the  same ;  and  that,  geoe- 
rally,  such  private  claims  be  postponed  to  those  !k  the 
several  States,  wherever  the  same  may  be  ooosxsteit 
with  the  welfare  and  defence  of  the  United  Statea* 

The  Committee  rose,  the  Chairmaa  reported 
progress,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wedkesdat,  February  25. 

A  memorial  and  remonstrance  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  interference 
and  support  of  Congress,  in  favor  of  the  judicial 
power  of  the  State  Court,  against  an  encroach- 
ment of  the  Judiciary  of  the  iTnited  States,  in  re^ 
veruing  a  decree  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  which  was  ren- 
dered in  a  case  decided  before  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Constitution  of  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  and  remon- 
strance be  referred  to  Mr.  Madisov,  Mr.  Musrat, 
Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Carnes,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Con, 
and  Mr.  Harper,  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinioa 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHOHs,  from  the  committee  to  wboa 
was  committed  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled **  An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  acta  therein  mentioned,'"  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  said  bill 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMORS,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for 
the  Military  Establishment,  and  for  the  support 
of  Government;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to> 
morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmlttiiig 
a  statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  officers  em- 
ployed in  each  State  m  the  management  of  the 
revenue  from  stills  and  spirits  distilled  in  the  Unit- 
ed States ;  as,  also,  a  Letter  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue,  relatiye  to  compenaation  to  tbs 
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said  officers :  which  were  read,  and  together  with 
the  resolntioa  of  this  House  of  the  18th  instant, 
on  the  sabject-matter  thereof,  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  lir.  GiLBS,  Mr.  Ltman,  and  Mr.  Sheb* 

BUSNE. 

Mr.  W.  SifiTH,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  a  conditional  provision  for 
the  expenses  of  a  treaty  with  certain  Indian  tribes; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbesiobnt 
OF  THB  Ui^TBD  Statbs,  communicsting  to  Con- 
gress copies  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  an  Act  of  the  Legislatare 
thereof,  **to  ratify  the  resolution  of  Uongreas 
eiplanatory  of  the  Judicial  power  of  the  United 
States." 

The  said  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Collector  of  the  District  of 
New  York  be  authorized  to  allow  the  drawback  on 
the  exportation  of  two  thousand  yellow  bandied 
eutlasaes  or  sugar  knives,  imported  in  the  month 
of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ainety.four,  by  Brothers,  Coster,  and  Company, 
merchants,  of  New  York,  in  the  ship  Peggy,  Zac- 
cheus  Henshaw,  master :  Provided^  The  same  shall 
be  exported,  according  to  law,  within  two  years 
from  the  time  of  the  importation. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
saant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Watts, 
Mr.  GooDHUS,  and  Mr.  Wing  ate,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

^  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  set  for 
the  relief  of  Spencer  Mann  and  Frantz  Jacob 
Foltz,  with  an  amendment ;"  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ment, and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

INDIAN  LANDS  IN  GEORGIA. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
fttge  from  the  Pbbsidbnt  or  thb  Unitbo  Statbs, 
of  the  seventeenth  instant,  as  relates  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  Indian  lands  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Ames  said,  that  during  the  time  when  the 
National  Debt  bill  was  under  discussion,  he  had 
attempted  to  get  something  introduced  in  favor  of 
the  new  emission  money  creditors,  but  gentlemen 
always  rose  em  nuuee  against  any  proposal  that 
would  tend  to  obstruct  the  proffreas  of  the  bill. 
He  now  affain  urged  that  this  affair  might  be  taken 
into  eonsideration.  He  knew  he  should  be  told  of 
&  standing  rule  of  the  House,  that  the  unfinished 
bnsrnesa  must  first  be  taken  up.  These  creditors 
had  waited  for  four  years  without  redress,  and  the 
tales  of  the  House  ought  to  give  way  to  common 
feeling  and  common  sense.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  rule  in  question  should  be  suspended. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  House  then 
Vent  into  a  Committee  upon  the  second  and  re- 
Duuning  resolutions  in  the  report  of  the  select 
^mmittee  on  the  Message  of  the  Pbbsidbict. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  third  and  fourth 
resolutions  in  this  report : 

**  Readved,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  authorized,  whenever  daima  under  prior  contracts 
may  cease  to  ezist,  to  obtain  a  cession  of  the  State  of 
Geoigta,  of  their  chum  to  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
land  within  the  present  Indian  boundaries ;  and  that 
— —  dollars  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  enable  him 
to  effect  the  same. 

"  Resolved,  That  all  persons  who  shall  be  assembled,  or 
embodied  in  arms,  on  any  landa  belonging  to  Indians, 
out  of  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  any  State,  or  of  the 
Territory  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of 
warring  against  the  Indians,  or  committing  depredations 
upon  any  Indian  town,  or  persons,  or  property,  shall 
thereby  become  liable  and  subject  to  the  rules  and  ar- 
ticles of  war,  which  are,  or  shall  be  established  for  the 
government  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States." 

After  some  discussion,  the  Committee  rose ;  the 
Chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  ait 
again.    This  was  negatived — yeas  33,  nays  36. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  resolations.  Vari- 
ous amendments  were  proposed ;  and  the  last  reso* 
lution,  in  particnlar,  was  objected  to,  aa  subjecting 
people  to  martial  law. 

Mr.  Wadswokth  said,  that  from  a  trial  by  jury 
he  bad  no  hopes.  There  never  had  been  one  in- 
stance of  a  white  man  condemned  and  hanged  by 
white  men,  on  the  frontier,  for  the  murder  of  an 
Indian,  since  the  first  landing  in  America.  There 
might  be  such  a  thing  for  the  murder  of  an  In- 
dian, when  they  lived  among  the  whites.  That 
there  ever  had  been  such  a  thing,  he  did  not  know. 
He  had  been  told  by  Judges,  upon  the  frontier, 
that  it  was  no  matter  what  evidence  of  a  murder 
of  an  Indian  was  brought  No  jury  would  bring 
the  criminal  in  guilty.  It  was  but  very  lately  that 
a  cool  and  unprovoked  murder  had  been  commit- 
ted on  the  borders  of  this  State  upon  an  Indian. 
The  evidence  was  clear.  Nobody  pretended  to 
doubt  it.  The  Judge  gave  an  earnest  charge  to 
the  jury;  but  all  to  no  purpose;  they  found  "  not 
guilty.*^ 

Mr.  Sedgwick  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  last 
resolution,  as  follows : 

**  Resolved,  Tliat  all  persons  who  shall  be  assembled, 
or  embodied  in  arms,  on  any  lands  belonc^'ng  to  Indians, 
out  of  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  any  State,  or  of  the 
Territory  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of 
warring  against  the  Indians,  or  of  committing  depreda- 
tions against  any  Indian  town,  or  persons,  or  property, 
shall  thereby  become  liable  and  subject  to  be  taken  and 
confined  by  the  military  force  of  the  United  States,  in 
such  manner  as  to  be  nuuie  amenable  to,  and  triable 
by  law." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Madisoh,  and  Mr.  Hill- 
house. 


Thursdat,  February  26, 

An  engrossed  bill  making  further  appropriations 
for  the  Military  Establishment,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government,  was  read  the  third  time  and 


Mr.  Bsattt,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre* 
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sented  a  bill  laying;  a  duty  on  carriages  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons,  ana  repealing  the  former 
act  for  that  purpose;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,xentitled 
"  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States ;''  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  A  bill  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  **  An  act  for  allowing  compensation  to  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  officers  of 
both  Houses." 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  SuiLiE,  and  Mr.  Macon. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  '*  An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  acts  therein  mentioned ;"  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported nn  amendment  thereto;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  The  said  bill, 
with  the  amendment,  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Watts,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  extending  the  time  relative  to 
drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of  certain  military 
stores ;  u  hich  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  he 
engrosHcd,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  S.  Jones, 
and  others ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progresi». 

On  the  question,  that  this  House  will,  to-mor- 
row, again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  snid  bill  ?  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions reported  yesterday,  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  Pkesidbnt  of  thb  United  States,  of  the 
seventeenth  instant,  as  relates  to  the  disposition 
of  Indian  lands  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Georgia ;  and  the  said  resolutions  being  amended 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  follows: 

1st.  Resolved-^  That  Congress  will  co-operate 
with  the  Pkesidbnt  of  the  United  States  in 
giving  due  effect  to  all  such  Constitutional  and  le- 
gal means  as  he  shall  adopt  and  pursue  to  prevent 
the  infraction  of  the  treaties  made  with  the  Indian 
tribes. 

2d.  Rexohedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  not  to  permit 
treaties  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title 
to  any  lands,  to  be  holden  at  the  instance  of  indi* 
viduals  or  States,  where  it  shall  appear  that  the 
property  of  such  lands,  when  the  Indian  title  shall 
be  extinguished,  will  be  vested  in,  or  claimed  by, 
particular  persons:  And  that,  whenever  treaties 
are  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  indi- 
viduals claiming  rights  of  pre-emption  shall  be 


prevented  from  treating  with  the  Indians  coneem- 
ing  the  same;  and  that,  generally,  such  private 
claims  be  postponed  to  those  of  the  several  States^ 
wherever  the  same  may  be  consistent  with  the  wel- 
fare and  defence  of  the  United  States. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  the  President  op  the 
United  States  be  authorized  to  obtain  a  cession 
of  the  State  of  Greorgia  of  their  claim  to  the  wbule, 
or  any  pnrt,  of  the  land  within  the  present  Indian 
boundaries. 

Ordered,  That  the  first  and  second  resolutions  do 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  lost  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Niciiola9» 
Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Findley,  Mr.  Boc- 
DiNOT,  Mr.  Ames,  and  Mr.  Sherburne,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  a  motion  of  the  twenty-fifth  instant, 
respecting  such  persons  as  shall  be  assembled,  or 
embodied  in  arms,  on  any  lands  belon^ng  to  In- 
dians, out  of  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  any  St:ite, 
or  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  South  of 
the  river  Ohio,  made  a  report;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 


Friday,  February  27. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled **  An  act  establinhing  a  Mint,  and  regulating 
the  coins  of  the  United  States,''  was  read  tiie  thui 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  extending  the  time  relative 
to  drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of  certain  military 
stores,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  to  prevent  depredations  on  the  Indians  South  of 
the  river  Ohio  ;*'  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  oppo- 
sition being  made  to  the  same,  the  question  was 
taken,  to  wit :  *'  Shall  the  said  bill  be  rejected  V 
and  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  43,  nay  37,  as 
follows : 

Ykab. — ^Tbeodonis  Bail^,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Beatty,  Thomas  Blount,  Ellas  Boudioot,  Thomas  P. 
Carnes,  Qabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Qabriel 
Duvall,  Benjamin  Edwards,  William  B.  Oile^,  Nichola» 
Oilman,  Christopher  Greenup,  Samuel  Qriffin,  William 
Barry  Qrove,  Robert  Qoodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harri- 
non,  John  Heath,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Irvine,  Aaron 
I^itchell,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman.  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  McDowell,  Alexander 
Mebane,  Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg.  Jooeph 
Neville,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Aleumder  D. 
Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Robert  Rutherford,  John 
Smilie,  Thomas  Sprigz^  Zephaniah  Swift,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  Pliilip  Van  Cortlandt,  Francis  Walker,  and 
Joseph  Winston. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  James  Armstrong,  Shearjashab 
Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Da- 
vid Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Samuel  Dexter, 
Thomas  Fitsaimonv,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
Benjamin  Qoodhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gre^> 
Thomas  Hajrtley,  James  Hillhouae,  William  HindiDaa, 
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Samuel  Uolten,  John  Wilkes  Eittera,  Henry  Latimer, 
Aiuasa  Learned.  Francis  Malbone,  WUliam  v  ans  ^ur* 
ray,  Andrew  Pickens,  Thomas  Scott,  Tlieodore  Sedg- 
irick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Qeorge 
Tliatcher,  John  K.  Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  John  Watts, 
Paine  Wingate,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  and  representation  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  New  Hampshire,  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabl^ 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
pre^nted  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Presidbnt  of 
THE  UifiTBD  States  to  obtain  a  cession  of  claim 
to  certain  territory;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed. 

The  Spsakvb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
a  return  of  the  exports  of  the  United  States,  for  one 
year,  ending  the  thirtieth  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-four;  as,  also,  an 
explanatory  Letter  to  him,  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  relative  to  cessions  of  jurisdiction  in  places 
where  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public 
piers,  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  erected  and 
fixed,*'  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House :  the  Senate 
have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to 
the  passing  of  coasting  vessels  between  Long  Isl- 
and and  Rhode  Island ;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'  An  act 
relative  to  the  passing  of  coasting  vessels  between 
Long  Island  and  Rhode  Island,  was  read  three 
times  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Seymour;"  the  Senate 
have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  regu- 
late the  compensation  of  Clerks ;"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House.  The  Senate 
have  also  agreed  to  a  resolution  **  authorizing  the 
exportation  of  arms,  cannon,  and  military  stores, 
in  certain  cases ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'  An  act  relative  to  cessions  of  jurisdiction  in  pla- 
ces where  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  pub- 
He  piers,  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  erected 
and  fixed;'*  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed 
to. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'  An  act 
to  regulate  the  compensation  of  Clerks,"  was  read 
twice  and  committed. 

SNUFF  AND  SUGAR  DUTIEa 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee,  Mr. 
Sherburnb  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  act,  entiUed  "  An  act  laying  certain  du- 
ties upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar." 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  was  read,  and  is  in 
these  words : 


**  Seit  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Houae  ofRnretent- 
ativea  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Uongreu 
asaemNed,  lliat  the  duty  of  eight  cents  per  pound,  laid 
by  the  act  of  the  last  session,  entitled  *  An  act  laying 
certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,*  shall  cease 
on  the  last  day  of  March,  in  the  present  year,  and  shall 
not  thenceforth  be  collected ;  but,  in  lieu  thereof,  there 
shall  be  levied  and  collected  upon  all  mills  emplnved  in 
the  manufacture  of  snuff  in  the  United  States,  tne  fol- 
lowing yearly  rates  and  duties,  to  wit :  For  and  upon 
each  and  every  mortar  contained  in  any  mill  workea  by 
water,  and  for  every  pair  of  mill-stones  employed  in  the 

manufacture  of  snuff, dollars ;  upon  every  pestle 

in  any  mill,  other  than  mills  worked  by  hand,  ^—  dol- 
lars ;  upon  every  pestle  in  any  mill  worked  by  hand, 

dollars ;  and  upon  every  mill  in  which  snuff  is 

manufactured  by  stampers  and  grinders, dollars 

per  annum.^ 

Mr.  Corr  moved  to  strike  out  the  section. 

Mr.  B.  Bourne  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  the  committee  had 
taken  a  great  deal  of  care  in  learning  how  matters 
stood,  and  found,  both  from  the  manufacturers  and 
officers  of  excise,  that  alterations  were  equally  ne- 
cessary for  the  existence  of  the  manufacturers  and 
the  revenue.  If  this  bill  was  destroyed,  there 
would  be  the  utmost  inconvenience  to  the  manu- 
facturer, and  very  little  chance  of  revenue. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMONs  vindicated  the  clause.  It  would 
be  seen  at  once,  that  the  present  bill  simplified  the 
operation  exceedingly.  It  prevented  the  necessity 
for  the  attendance  of  excise  men,  and  the  swearing 
of  the  manufacturer.  He  did  not  expect  to  improve 
the  revenue,  but  it  would  be  more  easily  raised. 
He  did  not  see  what  Mr.  Bourub  had  feared,  that 
the  law  would  bear  hard  upon  persons  of  small 
capital.  He  understood  it  to  be  rather  in  their  fa- 
vor than  otherwise. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  said,  that  all  taxes  ought  to  be  le- 
vied with  as  little  trouble  as  possible  to  the  persons 
who  pay  them.  He  feared  that  the  section  before 
the  Committee  might  produce  inequalities.  The 
Committee  may  have  been  wrongly  informed  bjr 
tobacconists,  and  he  could  suppose  that  these  indi- 
viduals might  themselves  be  unacquainted  with  the 
way  in  which  the  manufacture  is  carried  on  in  other 
and  distant  parts  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Madison  was  clearly  in  favor  of  the  clause, 
as  much  better  than  the  original  idea. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Coit,  for  striking  out  the  first 
clause,  was  negatived  by  a  great  majority. 

The  Committee  went  through  the  other  clauses 
of  this  bill,  with  very  little  debate.  It  was  then 
reported  by  the  Chairman  to  the  House.  A  mo- 
tion was  made  that  it  should  be  taken  up  immedi- 
ately. 

Mr.  Heistkr  hoped  that  it  would  not,  as  there 
was  an  amendment  intended  to  be  also  made  in  &- 
Yor  of  the  snuff-makers. 

The  House,  however,  took  up  the  bill,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  resolution  from  the  Senate,  for  a  partial  repeal 
of  the  law  against  the  exportation  of  arms  and  am- 
munition, was  read  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Wholeu 

Mr.  W.  SxiTH  said,  that  he  did  not  see  the  use 
of  resolutions  for  repealing  bills.    It  would  be 
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much  better  to  strike  out  the  word  ''resolved," 
and  insert  "  be  it  enacted.*^ 

INDIAN  LANDS  IN  GEORGIA. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Shbrbubne  in  the  Chair,  on  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  to  whom  had  been  referred 
the  motion  of  the  25th  instant,  respecting  such  per- 
sons as  shall  be  assembled,  or  embodied  in  arms, 
on  any  lands  belonging  to  Indians,  out  of  the  ordi- 
nary jurisdiction  of  any  State,  or  of  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States  South  of  the  river  Ohio.  The 
resolutions  are  as  follows : 

"JUfolved,  That  all  persons  who,  unauiboriaed  by 
law,  may  be  found  in  arms  on  any  lands  westward  of 
the  lines  established  by  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding 

dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 

months. 

*' Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  military 
force  of  the  United  Slates  to  apprehend  every  person 
or  persons  found  in  arms,  as  aforesaid,  and  him  or  them 
to  convey  to  the  civil  authority  of  the  United  States, 
within  some  of  the  States,  who  shall,  by  such  author- 
ity, be  secured,  to  be  tried  in  manner  hereafter  ex- 
pressed. 

<*  Resolved^  That,  every  person  apprehended,  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  tried  in  manner  and  rorm  as  is  expressed 
in  and  by  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes.'" 

Several  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed 
to.  At  last,  Mr.  Yenablb  proposed  one,  which 
was,  in  substance,  that  persons  should  not  be  liable 
to  the  operation  of  the  law  who  were  in  pursuit  of 
Indians  that  had  committed  actual  hostilities  on  the 
frontier. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  paid  many  compliments  to  Mr. 
Venable,  as  a  sound  lawyer,  who  certainly  knew 
that,  by  the  inherent  rights  of  nature,  every  man 
was  to  pursue  and  punish  those  who  had  robbed 
him.  This  was  implied  in  the  bill,  and  was  a  part 
of  the  law  of  nature,  so  that  there  could  be  no  use 
for  its  insertion. 

Mr.  Vbnablb,  in  reply,  declared  that  he  was  not 
so  sound  a  lawyer  as  the  gentleman  supposed  him 
to  be.  He  was  not  so  sound  a  lawyer  as  to  dis- 
cover that  there  was  any  such  implication  in  the 
bill  as  the  gentleman  stated.  Neither  was  he  a 
sound  enough  lawyer  to  see,  that,  if  his  amend- 
ment was  really  implied  in  the  bill,  there  could 
be  any  harm  in  having  it  expressed.  At  present 
he  could  discover  no  such  implication.  On  the 
contrary,  he  saw  very  plainly,  that,  by  the  resolu- 
tion as  it  now  stood,  a  man  whose  family  had  been 
murdered  or  carried  ofif  by  the  savages,  might, 
while  pursuing  them,  be  stopped  and  sent  to  jail. 
Mr.  v.,  from  the  admission  of  Mr.  Sedgwick  him- 
self, insisted  on  the  propriety  of  adopting  his  amend- 
ment 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSB  objected  to  the  permission  of 
armed  individuals  crossing  the  line,  upon  any  pre- 
tence whatever.  What  use  was  there  for  expend- 
ing millions  every  year  in  defence  of  the  frontier 
people,  if  they  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  cross  the 
Indian  line  as  often  as  they  pleased,  and  to  do 
what  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  carrying  on 


war  ?  If  they  will  fight,  let  us  recal  oar  forces  asd 
leave  them  to  fight  for  themselves.  Are  they,  far 
the  stealing  of  a  horse,  or  some  such  thing,  to  cross 
the  line  in  armed  bodies,  and  act  just  as  they 
please  ?  Mr.  H.  utterly  denied  the  doctrine  admit- 
ted  by  Mr.  Sedgwick,  that  a  man  was  authorized 
to  chastise  by  his  own  hand  those  who  had  injured 
him.  Was  he  to  be  both  judge  and  executioner  in 
his  own  case  ?    No  such  thing. 

Mr.  Greenup  said,  that,  in  coming  to  Congres 
every  yeaV,  he  was  obliged  to  pass  over  territories 
belonging  to  Indians,  and  he  always  thought  it 
necessary  to  carry  a  gun.  He  did  not  see,  by  the 
resolution  as  it  stood,  why  the  military  officers  of 
the  United  States  might  not  stop  him,  as  well  as 
other  people. 

Mr.  MooRE  objected  to  the  clause,  altogether. 
It  is  usual  for  people  on  the  frontier  to  send  oat 
parties  over  the  line  to  watch  the  Indians,  and  when 
they  are  coming  to  give  notice,  that  the  countxy 
may  be  prepared  for  their  reception.  Now,  these 
people  may  be  seized  by  your  officers. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  imagined  it  would  be  the  best  way 
to  declare  that  there  shall  be  no  frontier.  It  had 
been  said  by  Mr.  Hillhouse,  that  the  United  States 
might  withdraw  their  forces,  and  leave  the  fi^mtier 
settlers  to  defend  themselves.  Did  he  imagine, 
that  as  it  is,  they  are  not  kept  in  a  perpetual  state 
of  alarm,  of  exertion,  and  of  danger  ?  There  his 
not  been  a  harvest  for  many  years  past  where  the 
people  have  not  been  called  off  from  their  labors, 
and,  to  their  very  great  loss,  to  protect  the  frontier. 
This  resolution  not  to  allow  a  pursuit,  would  be  in- 
viting the  Indians  with  a  witness. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  that  this  amendment,  in  reali- 
ty, destroyed  all  that  had  been  done  or  intended. 
No  military  officer,  after  such  an  amendment,  will 
run  the  risk  of  taking  a  man  up.  The  prisoner 
has  only  to  say,  "  I  am  in  pursuit  of  Indians,''  and 
then  he  must  be  set  at  liberty ;  for,  in  the  wilde^ 
nessi  no  evidence  can  be  had  to  contradict  him. 
The  amendment,  therefore,  was  a  coup  de  grace  to 
the  whole  affair.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  personsUy 
extremely  hurt  at  the  constant  complaints  of  the 
inefficiency  of  the  defence  afforded  on  the  frontier, 
which  cost  annually  so  much  to  Government 

Mr.  Blount  thought  that  the  best  way  would 
be,  to  let  it  be  known  that  the  whites  were  author- 
ized to  pursue  the  Indians  into  their  own  country, 
and  then  they  would  stand  more  in  awe.  He  men- 
tioned a  circumstance  that  happened  within  memo> 
ry,  to  prove  how  much  the  Indians  feared  a  serioos 
attack,  and  how  well  they  remembered  a  serioos 
chastisement  Mr.  B.  stated  that  some  Indians 
had  made  an  incursion,  and  were  stealing  cattle  he- 
longing  to  the  Army,  at  a  block-house.  One  of 
them  was  most  deservedly  shot,  and  the  soldier  had 
his  pay  stopped. 

Mr.  HiLLHousE  said,  the  more  that  he  thooght 
of  this  amendment,  the  more  he  saw  its  mischieroos 
consequences.  It  went  to  invert  all  the  laws  that 
had  been  made  for  the  protection  of  the  Indians; 
and,  instead  of  being  a  bill  to  protect  them  from 
the  whites,  the  resolutions  would  produce  a  biS  to 
protect  the  whites  from  them. 

Mr.  Smilib  objected  to  Mr.  Sedgwick's  bar- 


1261 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1262 


Fkbruabt^  1795.] 


Indian  Trading  Hotttes, 


[H.  OF  R. 


ing  threatened  that  the  Armj^  of  the  United  States 
should  be  withdrawn  from  the  frontiers.  [He  had 
made  some  other  advances  against  that  gentleman, 
to  which  Mr.  Skdowick  answered  not  loud  enough 
to  be  heard ;  but  at  this  last,  he  arose,  and  said 
that  he  would  not  sit  still  to  hear  himself  thus 
quoted  for  affirmations  of  which  he  had  iierer  ut- 
tered a  single  word.] 

Mr.  FrrzsiMOHs  really  hoped  that  the  House 
would  not  agree  to  this  amendment.  It  would 
totally  defeat  all  the  effects  proposed  by  the  bill. 
It  had  been  said  that  if  a  u|an  had  his  family  mur- 
dered, and  he  was  in  pursuit  of  the  murderers,  he 
might  be  stopped,  by  a  military  officer,  and  sent 
to  jaiL  The  answer  was,  that  if  the  officer  refused 
to  join  him  in  the  pursuit,  he  would  lose  his  com- 
mission. He  should  be  sorry  if  those  resolutions, 
which  had  cost  so  much  time  and  labor  to  the 
House,  were  thus  to  be  thrown  away. 

The  amendment  was,  on  a  diyision,  carried — 
jess  36,  nays  28.    The  Committee  then  rose. 

Satdrdat,  February  28. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff 
and  refined  sugar,**  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

tfr.  Hbath,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  12th  of  December  last,  respecting  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  former  Government, 
and  the  unpaid  balances  due  thereon,  reported  a 
statement  of  accounts  which  originated  under  the 
bte  Goyemment,  and  which  have  been  settled 
mnce  the  establishment  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, to  the  81  St  day  of  December,  1794;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  haye  passed  a  bill,  entitle^  *'  An 
act  to  amend  the  second  section  of  an  act  to  erect 
a  light-house  on  the  head-land  of  Gape  Hatteras, 
and  a  lighted  beacon  on  Shell  Castle  Island,  in 
the  harbor  of  Ocracock,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  Mr.  B.  Bourns,  Mr.  Blount,  and 
Mr,  Watts. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  further 
statements  in  the  cases  of  claimants  to  be  placed 
on  the  list  of  pensioners,  returned  to  the  War  Of- 
fice by  the  Judges  of  the  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  since  his  report  of  the  21st  instant, 
tnd  of  the  additional  eyidence  received  further  to 
support  certain  claims,  formerly  stated;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  with  instructions  to  report 
thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Beattt  at  several  times  had  moyed  that 
the  bill  amendatory  of  the  "  act  laying  duties  upon 
carriages  for  the  conyeyance  of  persons,"  reported 
hj  him  a  few  days  since,  should  be  taken  up.  The 
pressure  of  other  more  important  business  before 
the  House  prevented  his  motion  from  succeeding, 
80  that  this  bill  may  be  expected  to  stand  over  in 
its  present  shape  till  next  session. 


Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  accompanying  sundry  statements  in  the 
cases  of  claimants  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  pen  - 
sioners  returned  to  the  War  Office  by  the  Judges 
of  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  mak- 
ing proyision  for  the  cases  of  the  said  claimants, 
respectively ;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Claims 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  French  in- 
habitants of  GalliopoHs,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned  ;'*  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  Mr.  Swift,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  V«- 

NABLl. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
*'An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes ;"  which  was  read  twice,  amend- 
ed at  the  Clerk*s  table,  and,  together  with  the 
amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  on  Monday  next 

IKDIAN  TRADING  HOUSES. 

It  was  moved  that  the  House  should  resolve  it- 
self into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  establishing 
trading  houses  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
Indian  nations  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  This  was  done  accordingly,  Mr.  Shbr- 
BURNK  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Giles  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section. 

Mr.  Goodhue  wished  to  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise;  to  which  Mr.  Giles  agreed.  Mr. 
Goodhue  then  said,  that  his  reason  for  this  motion 
was  the  inattention  of  members  to  the  business 
before  them.  To  attempt  going  through  the  bill 
at  present  was  a  perfect  farce.  He  was  satisfied 
that  the  bill  would  never  go  through  this  session. 
He  did  not,  for  his  own  part,  yet  know  whether  it 
was  proper  or  not. 

Mr.  Parker  said,  that  the  bill  had  been  long 
enough  before  the  House  for  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  have  made  himself  acquainted 
with  its  contents  and  its  merits.  He  vindicated 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  as  tending  to  conciliate 
the  affections  of  a  distressed  and  unhappy  people, 
and  as  it  might  likewise  prevent  the  expenses  of 
a  war  with  them.  Prance,  Britain,  and  Spain, 
had  adopted  this  policy,  and  found  the  good  ef- 
fects of  it  He  considered  the  bill  as  of  the  ut- 
most consequence,  and,  thinking  so,  he  should  use 
his  utmost  influence  to  get  it  passed.  The  ex- 
pense proposed  was  not  great,  as  the  aflbir  was 
only  experimental. 

Mr.  Montgomery  was  of  the  same  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  who  spoke  last  He  thought 
that  the  Indians  had  common  sense  enough  not 
to  quit  allies  who  supplied  them  with  articles 
which  they  wanted,  till  we  also  made  some  effec- 
tual establishment  of  that  kind.    The  member 
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went   on   the  same  ground  with  the  gentleman 
who  spoke  last. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  thought  that  the  reason  given  by 
Mr.  Goodhue  for  moving  that  the  Committee 
should  rise,  viz :  that  gentlemen  would  not  attend 
to  their  duty,  was  the  worst  imaginable.  What 
did  the  House  meet  for  at  all  ?  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  Chair  to  compel  them  to  mind  their  business. 
Mr.  B.  then  referred  to  something  which  had  been 
said  by  Mr.  Swipt,  who  had  been  up  just  before 
Mr.  BouDiNOT.  Mr.  B.,  in  reply  to  this  gentle- 
man, said,  that  he  would  not  wish  to  press  the 
bill  this  session  if  members  did  not  think  it  proper. 
He  was  willing,  if  agreeable,  to  refer  the  matter 
for  one  year  to  the  Pkesident.  But  there  never 
would  nor  could  be  a  complete  peace  till  some- 
thing of  this  kind  was  done.  The  President  him- 
self had  told  us  as  much. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  the  bill  could  not  be  got 
through  this  session.  He  was  wUling  to  take  the 
question  either  in  the  first  way  that  he  had  moved 
it,  or  in  any  other.  This  was  a  most  improper 
time  of  the  session  to  bring  it  in. 

Mr.  Murray  hoped  that  the  Committee  would 
seriously  attend  to  the  first  clause  in  the  bill,  and 
would  not  rise.  He  felt  the  shortness  of  the  time, 
but  he  was  willing  to  devote  to-morrow  (Sunday) 
to  this  subject,  and  he  trusted  that  the  importance 
of  it  would  give  the  employment  a  solemnity  not 
inconsistent  with  the  day.  Without  a  bill  to  es- 
tablish a  well-guarded  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dians, the  frontier  policy  will  be  unsystematic  and 
despicable.  To  complete  the  system,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  three  great  objects  are  to  be  embraced : 
IsL  Force  to  protect  the  frontier  from  Indian  in- 
vasion— for  this  the  military  establishment  is 
made.  2d.  A  regulation,  by  law,  that  shall  re- 
strain the  frontier  people  from  predatory  invasion 
into  the  Indian  country,  carrying  law  and  settle- 
ment hand  in  hand.  Sd.  The  establishment  of 
trading  houses  under  the  influence  of  the  two  first 
parts  of  the  system,  for  the  purpose  of  conciliat- 
ing the  Indians  by  supplying  their  wants,  and  de- 
taching their  habits  of  trade  and  their  affections 
from  a  foreign  nation.  With  these  three  points 
embraced  in  one  system,  he  had  no  doubt  but  their 
co-operation  would  produce  the  great  object,  peace 
on  the  frontier.  Without  the  last,  the  other  parts 
of  the  system  would  be  totally  inefiBcient 

Mr.  HiLLHOusB  said,  that  the  House  ought  to 
begin  at  the  right  end  of  the  subject,  by  reversing 
the  vote  which  the  Committee  passed  yesterday, 
authorizing  the  frontier  people  to  pass  the  line  in 
pursuit  of  the  Indians  as  often  as  they  pleased. 
If  this  was  allowed,  it  would  be  impossible  ever  to 
keep  the  peace. 

On  a  division,  shall  the  Committee  now  rise? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— Teas  85, 
nays  81. 

The  question  was  then  put  by  the  Speaker, 
Shall  the  Committee  have  leave  to  sit  again  f  It 
passed  in  the  affirmative — Yeas  84^  nays  88. 

But  it  was  presently  remarked,  that  some  gen- 
tlemen had  risen  both  in  the  yeas  and  nays; 
others  had  been  without  the  bar.  The  question 
was,  therefore,  taken  over  again,  and  determined 


in  the  negative— Yeas  86,  nays  41.    The  bill  is, 
therefore,  thrown  out 

INDIAN  LANDS  IN  GEORGIA. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consicler  the  resolu- 
tions and  amendments  thereto,  reported  yesterday 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a 
motion  of  the  25  th  instant,  respecting  such  per- 
sons as  shall  bo  assembled  or  embodied  in  arms,  on 
any  lands  belonging  to  Indians  out  of  the  ordi- 
nary jurisdiction  of  anx  State,  or  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  river  Ohio : 
Whereupon, 

The  first  resolution  being  read,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

**Re9oivedf  That  all  persons  who,  onaatfaorised  hj 
law,  and  with  boetile  intent,  may  be  fouod  in  arms  oo 
any  lands  allotted  or  secured  to  the  Indiaos  by  treaties 
between  the  United  States  and  any  Indian  tribes^  shall, 

on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  a  sum  not  ezoeediog 

dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding mooths.'^ 

And  the  amendment  thereto,  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the' Whole  House,  to  add  to  the 
end  thereof  the  words,  **  unless  it  shall  be  in  b&- 
mediate  pursuit  of  Indians  who  shall  have  recent- 
ly committed  hostilities." 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  taken  on  it, 
Mr.  Yenasle  rose,  and  pointed  out  the  difference 
of  opinion  between  two  gentlemen  who  were  both 
opposed  to  his  amendment  One  of  them  [Mr. 
Sedowick]  had  maintained  that,  when  individual 
Indians,  unauthorized  by  the  rest  of  their  tribe, 
crossed  the  h'ne  and  committed  depredations,  a 
settler  was,  by  the  law  of  nations,  authorized  to 
pursue  them  across  the  line  and  to  retaliate,  a&d 
that  this  was  implied  in  the  bill.  Mr.  Hiluiovsc 
had  materially  differed  from  him,  and  agreed  with 
Mr.  Yenable,  in  supposing  that  the  person  so 
pursuing  across  the  line  was  punishable  by  the  re- 
solution as  it  stood,  without  the  amendment  He 
then  reminded  the  House  that  this  frontier  line 
was  perhaps  fifteen  hundred  miles  long.  The  la* 
dians  may  come  over  any  part  of  it,  while  the  ci- 
tizens of  the  United  States  are  not  to  be  allowed 
to  cross  it  one  mile  in  pursuit  Even  a  man  in 
pursuit  of  savages  who  may  have  carried  off  his 
wife  and  children,  may  be  stopped.  The  amend- 
ment  he  regarded  as  essential.  Military  oflScen 
may  judge  on  the  spot  whether  such  persoos 
whom  they  meet  beyond  the  line,  in  pursuit  of 
Indians,  are  within  the  sense  of  the  act  or  not 

Mr.  Ames  denied  that  the  resolution  as  it  first 
stood  took  away  the  right  of  a  man  to  pursue  the 
Indians  in  order  to  recover  his  wife  and  children. 
But  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Yenablb  went  to  le- 
galize all  those  acts  of  violence  and  revenge,  that, 
for  a  century  past,  have  deluged  the  frontier  with 
blood. 

Mr.  Ltmam  vindicated  the  inhabitants  of  the 
frontier.  If  the  Indians  are  so  unfortunate  as  to 
be  the  dupes  of  other  nations,  (viz :  the  Spaniards 
and  British,)  that  is  not  our  nult.  The  frontier 
people,  from  time  to  time,  have  done  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  keep  them  in  peace. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusB  opposed  the  amendment 
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Mr.  McDowell  said,  that  weekly  and  daily  mur- 
ders were  committed  by  the  Creeks  in  the  district 
of  Mero  and  in  the  Southwestern  Territory.  Do 
the  United  States  avenge  these  murders?  No.  Do 
they  demand  back  the  property  carried  off?  No. 
Instead  of  any  satisfaction  to  the  people,  their 
characters  are  abused  on  this  floor.  The  frontier 
people  know  that  their  happiness  consists  in  peace, 
and,  therefore,  cultiyate  it  as  much  as  they  can. 
He  took  a  general  view  of  the  subject,  and  ex- 
plained the  insignificance  of  the  posts  as  at  present 
held  by  the  troops  of  the .  United  States  for  any 
purpose  of  protection.  He  noticed  the  inveterate 
hatred  of  the  Indians  against  the  whites,  and  their 
innate  thirst  of  blood. 

Mr.  MooRB  went  on  the  same  grounds. 

Mr.  GiLBs  did  not  like  the  harsh  style  assumed 
by  Kome  gentlemen  in  speaking  of  the  frontier 
settlers.  An  hundred  years  hence  these  people 
would  preponderate  over  this  part  of  the  Conti- 
nent He  represented  an  Atlantic  part  of  the 
Union,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  would  carefully 
avoid  any  thing  that  might  offend  the  Western 
people.  The  first  settlers  in  this  country  were, 
when  they  first  landed,  frontier  settlers.  For  his 
own  part,  he  believed  that  the  war  between  the 
whites  and  the  Indians  would  be  etemaL  He  said, 
that,  from  some  intelligence  received  this  day, 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that  a  war  with  the 
Creeks  might  soon  be  expected. 

Mr.  Wads  WORTH. — Gentlemen  have  a  great  dis- 
position to  husband  our  little  time,  and  I  need 
Dot  mention  their  manner  of  doing  it  He  said 
that  be  was  willing  to  grant  protection  to  the  fron- 
tiers, but  not  to  give  leave,  as  by  the  amendment 
proposed,  for  an  eternal  war.  He  thought  it  cal- 
culated to  drive  the  gentlemen  on  each  side  of 
this  question  into  such  opposite  extremes,  that 
they  would  never  meet  again  upon  the  subject 
He  was  willing  to  grant  any  degree  of  protection, 
but  nothing  for  conquest  He  said  that  the  ances- 
tors of  the  people  now  in  the  Atlantic  part  of  the 
country  were  once  firontier  people,  and  he  believed 
them  to  have  been  neither  worse  nor  better  than 
the  present  settlers,  who  are  in  the  same  situation. 
We  are  told  of  murders  and  robberies  committed 
hy  the  Indians ;  but  the  accounts  of  some  of  the 
oflScers  employed  by  Government  vary  a  little 
from  this,  and  give  room  to  suspect  that  there 
ipaj  be  some  error  on  both  sides.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  this  amendment  would  pass ;  but,  if  it 
should  do  so,  it  would  widen  the  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Page  was  for  the  amendment 

Mr.  Cabnes  could  not  conceive  the  reason  why 
All  regulations  made  in  this  House  were  for  In- 
dians only,  as  if  the  whites  were  constantly  the 
Aggressors.  He  asked  if  the  Creeks  performed  a 
angle  tittle  of  the  treaty  of  New  York,  about 
^hich  there  had  been  so  much  parade  f  No.  The 
only  design  of  Indians  in  mtdcing  a  peace  is  to 
get  presents,  for  these  they  always  get  As  soon 
AS  these  are  spent  they  commit  a  new  set  of  mur- 
ders, in  the  hopes  of  another  treaty.  Thus  they 
Always  have  gone  on,  and  always  will  go  on, 
from  murders  to  treatiesi  and  from  treaties  to  mur- 


ders. Mr.  C.  complained  that  a  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Murray]  had  some  days  ago 
called  the  frontier  people  semi-savages.  He  hoped 
that  such  an  expression  would  never  again  be 
used  in  that  House.  As  to  the  treaty  of  New 
York,  he  might  be  told  that  the  Creeks  restored  a 
number  of  women  and  children.  He  knew  that ; 
but  he  also  knew  that,  before  they  did  so,  the  re- 
lations of  those  people  were  obliged  to  put  their 
hands  in  their  pockets  and  pay  large  sums  for  their 
redemption,  as  the  prisoners  would  not  have  been 
delivered  up  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of  New 
York.  This  bill,  without  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Vknablb,  would  be  an  encouragement  to  the  sa- 
vages to  come  over  the  line  and  murder  with 
impunity. 

Mr.  Scott  was  entirely  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment If  the  resolution  passes  without  the  amend- 
ment houses  will  soon  be  smoking  and  blood  run- 
ning. He  believed  that  the  su^ect  in  question 
was  beyond  the  reach  of  human  wisdom  to  regu- 
late. He  thought  that  striking  out  the  amend- 
ment would  only  encourage  the  Indians  to  come 
in  a  body  across  the  line.  This  they  were  never 
afraid  of  doing.  The  only  thing  which  they  feared 
was  a  pursuit,  and  this  was  to  be  effectually  pre- 
vented by  striking  out  the  amendment  Was  there 
ever  such  a  thing  heard  of  before  as  that,  when 
the  savages  have  carried  off  a  man's  wife  and 
children,  he  myst  not  be  at  liberty  to  pursue  them  ? 
It  would  be  the  most  frightful  thing  imaginable 
for  the  House  to  pass  a  law  declaring  such  a  pur- 
suit criminal.  Mr.  S.  could  figure  a  case  where 
the  farm  of  a  settler  might  come  close  to  the  In- 
dian line,  and  the  Indians  might  stand  on  the 
other  side  of  the  line  and  shoot  him,  and  his 
neighbors  would  not  be  at  liberty  to  pursue  the 
murderer.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  in  that  part  of  the 
country  where  he  resided  (Washington  county) 
nothing  of  this  kind  was  to  be  feared,  as  the  line 
was  at  a  sufficient  distance  from  the  cultivated 
lands,  but  there  were  other  places  on  the  frontier 
of  the  United  States  where  this  might  happen. 
He  said  that  no  Christian  nation  had  a  right  to 
ask  better  terms  than  this  amendment  offered  to 
the  savages.  Stay  upon  your  own  side  of  the 
line  and  you  are  safe,  but,  if  vou  cross  over  to  us, 
we  shall  cross  over  in  pursuit  of  you.  This  was 
fair  play.  If  the  resolution  passed  without  the 
amendment,  Mr.  S.  said  that  the  Indians  would 
immediately  encamp  close  on  their  side  of  the 
line,  and  lie  in  watch  •there  for  whole  months 
together,  till  they  found  a  safe  opportunity  of 
crossing. 

Mr.  Murray  said,  he  would  make  a  remark  or 
two  on  the  criticism  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  who  had  felt  affected  by  an  expression 
of  his  a  few  days  since,  wl^en  he  called  some  of 
the  people  of  the  frontier  *^  semi-savages."  He 
did  so,  and  he  felt  the  expression  not  inapplicable. 
He  confined  the  import  of  this  expression  exclu- 
sively to  those  upon  the  frontier  who  lead  an  un- 
stationary  life— who  press  forward  into  the  deeper 
wilderness,  by  the  new  waves  of  advancing  popu- 
lation, and  live  the  life  of  savM^es  without  their 
virtues.    He  begged  leave  to  ciul  the  gentleman's 
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attention  to  a  declaration  of  bis  own  last  session' 
to  justify  this  expression,  which  he  used  more  to 
designate  a  peculiar  than  a  general  character  of 
the  people  in  the  region  to  which  he  applied  it. 
The  gentleman  said,  be  did  not  value  the  lives  of 
one  hundred  Indians  as  much  as  the  life  of  one 
white  man,  or  words  to  that  extent  [This  was 
in  a  debate  just  before  the  close  of  the  last  session. 
The  words  of  Mr.  Oarnxs  were,  **I  would  not 
eive  the  life  of  one  white  man  for  that  of  fifty 
Indians."]  Mr.  Murray  said,  he  had  two  points 
always  in  his  view  when  the  frontier  was  a  sub- 
ject in  that  House — ^protection  to  the  frontier 
against  the  hostility  of  the  Indians,  and  restraint 
upon  the  whites  to  prevent  the  occasions  of  war 
against  the  savages.  He  had  given  every  testi- 
mony to  the  first  by  supporting  every  measure  for 
their  defence ;  that  he  represented  a  district  per- 
fectly beyond  the  danger  of  the  Indians,  was  proof 
that  he  was  actuated  in  his  votes  for  appropria- 
tion and  force  by  no  other  motive  than  that  which 
belonged  to  every  man  there  who  supported  the 
great  principle  of  Government,,  that  the  whole 
must  protect  the  parts.  He  wished  to  see  such  a 
system  established,  combining  these  two  points, 
as  would  give  complete  protection  against  the  In- 
dians, and  yet  restrain  the  whites  mm  violating 
peace.  He  wished  to  see  the  day  when  the  arms 
of  the  Qovemment  might,  without  a  crime,  strike 
a  whole  tribe,  if  that  tribe  or  its  members  waged 
war  on  the  froi^ers.  But,  to  do  this,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  place  our  relative  situation  so  as  that 
justice  might  be  secured.  He  wished  to  adopt  a 
regulation  like  the  present,  io  prevent  our  fellow- 
citizens  fit>m  the  gratification  of  private  revenge, 
the  source  from  whence  so  much  blood  is  shed. 
In  order  to  justify  exemplary  punishment  on  In- 
dian tribes,  you  must  first  be  in  a  situation  to  re- 
strain the  whites  from  doing  injustice  to  them. 
Ton  must  do  what  all  nations  have  done,  when, 
from  the  general  or  local  state  of  civilization,  pri- 
vate war  disturbs  public  tranquility — ^vou  must 
restrain  the  right  of  private  war,  by  placing  the 
power  of  vengeance  out  of  the  reacn  of  indivi- 
duals^ and  in  the  hands  of  Government  Nor  did 
this  idea  go  at  all  to  restrain  that  unalienable 
right  of  resistance  aeainst  imminent  danger,  which 
was  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nature,  llie  picture 
drawn  by  the  gentleman  fh)m  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Scott,]  with  his  accustomed  ability  and  force, 
was  certainly  an  interesting  one— were  an  en- 
campment of  Indians  to  be  heard  in  the  woods 
near  a  settlement,  after  any  evidence  of  hostility, 
he  did  not  doubt  but  the  neighbors  would  be  per- 
fectly justifiable  in  changing  the  scene  of  blood 
from  the  cottage  to  the  camp — if  the  amendment 
which  actually  arms  all  the  passions  of  revenge 
with  the  rights  of  law,  be  rejected,  you  will  at- 
tain one  of  the  great  obiects  of  fi*ontier  policy — 
the  ability  to  restrain  the  right  of  private  war, 
from  'which  public  war  arises  as  a  consequence. 
The  Government  will,  when  this  ability  to  restrain 
is  complete,  become  responsible  for  the  protection 
of  the  whites  against  the  savages.  Until  that  is 
accomplished,  he  did  not  believe  Cbvemment 
eould,  either  in  justice  or  policy,  expend  treasure 


or  use  force,  when  uncertain  of  the  justice  of  the 
cause.  He  therefore  hoped  that  the  amendment 
would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  was  for  the  amendment,  and  men- 
tioned several  examples  to  prove  the  cruelty  and 
perfidy  of  the  Indians. 

The  amendment  itself  was  in  these  words: 
*'  Unless  it  shall  be  in  immediate  pursuit  of  the 
Indians  who  have  recently  committed  hostilities." 

Mr.  Madison  did  not  think  the  question  expli- 
cit ;  he,  therefore,  proposed  another,  which  was  to 
prevent  the  pursuers  from  coming  within  a  certiin 
number  of  miles  of  an  Indian  town.  He  was  ex- 
tremely doubtfbl  whether  his  amendment  or  any 
other  would  effectually  answer  the  end  proposed. 
He  was  convinced  that  no  law  of  any  kind  would 
be  able  to  hinder  people  from  crossing  the  line  in 
pursuit  of  Indians,  who  might  have  carried  off 
their  fiimilie^ 

Mr.  Harpbr  said,  that  however  littie  time  the 
House  had  to  spare,  and  however  long  the  dis- 
cussion might  have  been,  he  could  not  help  tres- 
passing on  their  patience  for  a  short  time  to  de- 
liver his  sentiments,  as  he  thought  himself  toler- 
ably acquainted  with  the  subject  He  expressly 
denied  tnat  the  Indians  ever  committed  any  mur- 
der without  previous  provocation.  The  process 
is  shortly  this:  An  Indian  crosses  the  line  and 
steals  a  horse.  And  as  long  aa  Indians  exist  they 
will  always  steal  horses.  The  man  to  whom  the 
horse  belonged  collects  as  manv  of  his  neighbors 
as  he  thinks  sufBcient,  pursues  the  Indian,  and  not 
contented  with  recovering  his  horse,  he  kills  the 
thief.  The  Indians,  who  have  no  such  sacred 
ideas  of  property,  immediately  come  orer  the 
line,  and  in  revenge  murder  a  number  of  innocent 
people.  Indian  murders  are  not  unprovoked. 
They  are  not  of  that  stamp.  Mr.  H.  considered 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Yenable  as  a  source  of 
endless  confusion.  Any  man,  if  it  passed,  might 
cross  the  Indian  line  as  often  as  he  thought  pro- 
per, and  say  that  he  was  in  pursuit  of  Indians  with 
prisoners.  I  undertake,  (said  he,)  if  you  irill 
give  me  an  hundred  dollars,  to  go  to  the  frontier 
and  get  a  witness  who  will  come  into  a  Court  of 
Justice  and  swear  that  on  such  a  day  ten  Indians 
came  over  the  line  in  arms.  Mr.  H.  said  he  wis 
personally  acquainted  with  the  frontiers.  He  bid 
a  high  respect  for  the  inhabitants,  there  were 
many  very  worthy  people  among  them,  but  like- 
wise many  others  of  a  very  different  kind.  This 
amendment  will  set  open  a  door  to  all  sorts  of 
fraud  and  mischief.  Mr.  H.  honored  the  senti- 
ments of  patriotism  that  gave  rise  to  it,  but  he 
could  not  possibly  agree  to  the  propriety  of  its 
insertion. 

Mr.  WHrrs,  the  member  from  the  Southwestern 
Territory,  said,  that  he  had  to  complain  of  the 
slaughter  of  near  four  hundred  citizens  under  the 
auspices  of  your  Government  He  felt  himself 
much  affected,  and  as  to  the  doctrine  of  Indian 
killing,  only  in  retaliation,  he  denied  it  altogether. 
The  love  of  blood  was  hereditary  in  them.  When 
the  genUeman  says  that  with  an  hundred  dollars 
in  his  pocket,  he  can  find  ten  men  on  the  frontiers— 
[Mr.  Harper  explained,  that  he  only  said  he  could 
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find  «  witnefls.]  ^Well,  (said  Mr.  W.)  if  the  ^- 
tleman  did  not  mean  a  reflection  on  the  frontiers, 
he  meant  nothing  at  all.  I  know  not  how  well 
the  gentleman'may  he  practised  in  the  arts  of  suh- 
omation,  hnt  I  myself  know  of  no  such  man.  [Mr. 
Hahper — I  expected  the  gentleman  would  con- 
fine himself  to  a  decent  answer.]  Mr.  W.  pro- 
ceeded to  observe  that  no  man  acquainted  with 
the  frontiers  woold  have  made  any  such  assertion 
as  the  gentleman  had  done.  He  was  likewise  ex- 
tremely surprised  at  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
for  having  persisted  in  amrming  that  many  of  the 
frontier  people  were  semi-savages. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  now  taken  on  the 
amendment,  which  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  7 — 
yeas  39,  nays  46,  as  follows : 

YsAs. — James  Armstrong,  Theodoras  Bailey,  Abra* 
ham  Baldwin,  Thomas  Bloant,  Thomas  P.  Games, 
Gabriel  Christie,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  J.  Daw- 
ton,  George  Dent,  Samuel  Dexter,  Qabriel  Duvall, 
Benjamin  Edwards,  William  Findley,  Cristopher 
Greenup,  William  B.  Grove,  George  Hancock,  Carter 
R  Harrison,  John  Heath,  William  Irvine,  Matthew 
Locke,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander  Mebane,  William  Montgomery, 
Andrew  Moore,  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Joseph  Neville, 
Anthony  New,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Thomas 
Scott,  Sohn  Smilie,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Thomas  Tredwell, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable,  Francis  Wal- 
ker, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 
-^Nxra — Fisher  Ames,  John  Beatty,  EUas  Boudinqt, 
Sheanashnb  Bourne,  Benfamin  Bourne,  Lambert  Cad- 
walacler,  David  Cobb,  Pel^  Coffin,  Joshua  Coit,  Henry 
Dearborn,  Thomas  Fitasimons,  Dwight  Foster,  Ezekiel 
Gilbert,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Henry  Glenn,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  James 
Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Samuel  Holten,  John 
Hunter,  Aaron  Kitcfaell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Amaaa 
Learned,  James  Madison,  Francis  Malbone^  William 
Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Andrew  Pickens,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  John  S.  Sherburne,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  John  E. 
Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Peleg-  Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  John  Watts,  Benjamin  Wil- 
liams, and  Paine  Wingate. 

Mr.  Giles,  who  had  been  in  the  House  during 
the  whole  debate,  had  gone  out  just  before  the 
qneation  was  put,  and  returning  immediately  after 
tne  names  had  been  called,  asked  leave  to  vote. 
The  rule  of  the  House  was  read  by  the  Speakee, 
which  is,  that  no  member  shall  vote  who  was  not 
present  at  putting  of  the  question.  Mr.  G.  on  this 
account  was  not  allowed  to  vote. 

Mr.  Carnes  then  moved  to  amend  the  said  re- 
solution by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  follow- 
ing words : 

**  TTnless  it  shall  be  in  continuation  of  a  pursuit  to  a 
distance  not  exceeding  — — ^  miles  beyond  the  line  of 
the  particular  Indians  who  shall  have  recently  commit- 
ted murder,  or  may  be  carrying  off  captives  or  plunder." 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  said  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  again 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Besoltedj  That  all  persons  who,  unauthorized 
by  law,  and  with  hostile  intent,  may  be  found  in 


arms  on  any  lands  allotted  or  secured  to  the  In- 
dians by  treaties  between  the  United  States  and 
any  Indian  tribes,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof, 
forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  -^—  dollars,  and  be 
imprisoned  not  exceeding  -^—  months,  unless 
it  shall  be  in  continuation  of  a  pursuit  to  a  dis- 
tance not  exceeding miles  beyond  the  line 

of  the  particular  Indians  who  shall  nave  recently 
committed  murder,  or  may  be  carrying  off  cap- 
tives or  plunder. 

The  second  resolution  being  again  read,  and 
amended,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  United  States  to  apprehend  every 
person  or  persons  found  in  arms  as  aforesaid,  and 
him  or  them  to  convey  to  the  civil  authority  of 
the  United  States  within  some  one  of  the  States, 
who  shall,  by  such  authority,  be  secured  to  be  tried 
in  manner  and  form  as  is  provided  in  and  by  the 
act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  r^ralate  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tnoes:"  Pravtdedy  That 
no  person  shall  be  confined,  after  his  arrest,  and 
before  his  removal,  more  than days. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick, Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Hiu^boube,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

PUBLIO  DEBT. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  making  further  provision  for  the  support  of 
Public  Credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  Pub- 
lic Debt,"  with  amendments ;  to  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  section 
proposing  an  additional  half  per  centum  to  the 
holders  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  if  they  should  sub- 
scribe the  same  to  the  Domestic  Debt,  so  as  to 
make  the  principal  and  interest  payable  at  the 
Treasury  of  the  united  States. 

Mr.  Heister  observed,  that  he  should  vote  for 
striking  out  that  section ;  that  doing  so  would  not 
derange  the  other  parls  of  the  bill,  as  every  other 
provision  in  it  would  be  complete  without  this 
section.  He  was  anxious  to  have  it  stricken  out, 
because  he  conceived  it  was  makinga  most  impor- 
tant change  in  the  system  of  our  Debt,  a  chang^e 
which,  if  by  experience  we  should  find  injurious,  it 
would  be  out  of  our  power  to  remedy.  He  con- 
fessed there  was  an  inconvenience  and  expense  in 
remitting  such  large  sums  as  the  interest  of  our 
Foreign  Debt  and  instalments  to  Europe ;  but 
asked,  if  that  inconvenience  would  be  remedied  by 
paying  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and 
whether  subscribing  it  here  reallj  made  it  Domes- 
tic Debt  P  If  it  did,  he  should  think  it  well  worth 
half  a  per  centum  in  addition  to  the  present  rate 
of  interest ;  but  that,  he  said,  woula  not  be  the 
case ;  the  money  was  still  owned  in  Europe,  and 
must  go  there,  remit  it  who  will,  and  therefore  he 
conceived  that  the  effect  of  the  proposed  alteration 
in  the  Debt  would  be  no  other  than  this:  that 
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instead  of  the  United  States  remitting  upon  the 
best  possible  terms  they  can,  a  piivate  concern  in 
Earope  would  be  enabled  to  remit  as  they  pleased, 
and  for  which  they  would  be  well  paid ;  for  one- 
half  per  cent  added  to  the  present  interest,  is, 
according  to  the  different  loans,  from  ten  to  twelve- 
and-a-half  per  cent  on  the  gross  sums  to  be  remit- 
ted ;  and  that  in  times  of  peace  they  might  remit 
specie  at  an  expense  of  two-and-a-half  per  cent, 
and  make  a  profit  of  from  seven  to  ten  per  cent 
Why,  said  he,  cannot  our  own  Treasury  Depart- 
ment make  this  remittance,  and  save  the  differ- 
ence, when  it  may  be  convehient  to  ship  money, 
and  that  of  this  we  ought  always  to  be  able  to 
judge  ourselves  ? 

He  did  not,  however,  dread  this  as  the  greatest 
evil ;  he  found  a  greater  to  both  the  agricultural 
and  mercantile  interests  of  the  country. 

It  was,  he  said,  well  known  that  a  smgle  concern 
(he  meant  the  Willinks,  Van  Staphorsts,  &c.,  mer- 
chants of  Amsterdam)  were  the  directors  of  the 
chief  of  our  loans  in  Europe,  and  that  the  interest 
they  had  to  receive  upon  the  Foreign  Debt  alone 
amounted  to  between  five  and  six  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  annually ;  and  that  besides  this  they 
were  the  directors  of  very  large  purchases  made, 
and  perhaps  still  making,  of  our  Domestic  Debt, 
which  they  had  oivanized,  and  now  conducted  in 
the  nature  of  a  bank,  so  that  we  could  not  in  either 
case,  expect  the  subscriptions  of  individual  holders 
of  our  Debt,  and  that  consequently  this  would  be 
no  inducement  for  them  to  remove  Lore.  If,  there- 
fore, that  Debt  was  subscribed  at  all,  it  would  be 
by  these  directors.  He  believed  that  the  command 
of  such  enormous  sums  of  money  to  be  received 
by  a  single  house  annually  from  this  country, 
would  be  dangerous  to  our  trade ;  for,  hj  the  bare 
dread  of  our  banks  and  moneyed  institutions  where 
the  public  money  is  kept,  that  these  sums  might  be 
drawn  out  for  exportation,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  narrow  their  discounts,  so  as  very  much  to  re- 
strain our  exporters  in  their  purchases  and  prices. 
He  confessed  he  did  not  believe  it  would  injure 
the  Middle  States,  whose  produce  would  find  a 
market  in  the  West  Indies,  as  well  as  in  Europe, 
as  much  as  it  would  those  States  whose  rice  and 
tobacco  solely  depended  on  the  European  market, 
and  was  more  an  object  for  remittance.  For  if 
the  agents  of  those  gentlemen  should  make  a  point 
of  keeping  down  uie  price  of  the  articles  they 
wanted  to  purchase,  tnat  might  be  effected  by 
drawing  largely  on  the  Treasury,  so  as  to  produce 
a  scarcity  of  cash  at  the  time  of  their  coming  to 
market  This,  he  believed  himself,  might  be  ex- 
pected from  people  who  do  everything  by  calcu- 
lation. For,  as  the  interest  is  to  be  paid  to  the 
individual  money-lender  in  Holland  but  once  a 
year,  and  by  this  plan  it  is  to  be  paid  here  quarter- 
yearly,  the  remittance  may  be  xnade  to  the  direct- 
ors in  good  time,  either  in  specie,  produce,  or  bills, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  receivers ;  that,  although  it 
might  cost  the  Treasury,  as  had  been  stated,  near 
ten  per  cent,  to  remit  bills,  it  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered that  when  the  merchant  Bells  his  bills  high, 
it  enters  into  the  price  of  the  articles  he  purchases, 
80  that  what  is  lost  to  the  Treasury  is  got  by  the 


seller  of  the  produce :  that  these  reasons  induced 
him  to  hope  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  section 
would  prevail. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

After  some  discussion,  the  amendments  were 
agreed  to,  with  an  additional  amendment  upon 
those  of  the  Senate. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FOREIGN  NATIONS. 

The  following  confidential  Message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  Ukitco 
States : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Haute  of  Repreeentaiiieee : 

In  my  first  communication  to  Gongresa,  during  their 
present  session,  I  gave  them  reason  to  expect  that "  cer- 
tain circunistancefl  of  our  intercourse  with  foreign  ns- 
tioDs**  would  be  traosmitted  to  them.  There  waA.  st 
that  time,  every  assurance  for  believing  that  some  of  the 
most  important  of  our  foreign  affairs  would  have  been 
concluded,  and  others  considerably  matured,  before  tb«>j 
should  rise.  But,  notwithstanding  I  have  waited  until 
this  moment,  it  has  so  happened  that,  either  from  causes 
unknown  to  me,  or  from  events  which  could  not  be  con- 
trolled, I  am  yet  unable  to  execute  my  original  inten- 
tion. That  I  may,  however,  fulfil  the  expectation  given, 
as  far  as  the  actual  situation  of  things  will  in  my  jut^- 
ment  permit,  I  now,  in  eonfidence,  Uy  before  Coogrea 
the  following  general  statement 

Our  Minister  near  the  French  Republic  has  urged 
compensation  for  the  injuries  which  our  commerce  nsa 
sustained  from  captures  by  French  cruisers,  from  the  non- 
fulfilment  of  the  contracts  of  the  agents  of  the  Republic 
with  our  citizens,  and  from  the  embargo  at  Boraeaox. 
He  had  also  pressed  an  aHowance  lor  we  money  voted 
by  Congress,  for  relieving  the  inhabitants  of  St  Domio- 
ga  It  affords  me  the  highest  pleasure  to  inform  Cod- 
gross  that  perfect  harmony  reigns  between  the  two 
Republics,  and  that  those  cuiims  are  in  a  train  of  beioff 
discassed  with  candor,  and  of  being  amicably  adjusted 

So  much  of  our  relation  to  Qreat  Britain  may  depend 
upon  the  result  of  our  late  negotiations  in  London,  that, 
until  that  result  shall  arrive,  I  cannot  undertake  to  make 
any  communication  upon  this  subject. 

After  the  negotiation  with  Spain  had  been  loqg  de- 
pending, unusual  and  unexpected  embarrassments  vere 
raised  to  interrupt  its  progress.  But  the  Commissiooer 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  near  the  United  States,  having 
declared  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  if  a  particular 
accommodation  should  be  made  in  the  eondtteting  of 
the  business,  no  further  delay  would  ensue,  I  thought 

£  roper,  under  all  circumstances,  to  send  to  His  Catholic 
Lajeaty,  an  Envoy  Extraordinarjr,  especially  charged 
to  bring  to  a  conclusion  the  discussions  which  have  bees 
formerly  announced  to  Congress. 

The  friendship  of  Her  Most  Faithful  Majesty  has  been 
often  manifested  in  checking  the  passage  of  the  Algerioe 
corsairs  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  She  has  also  Ihrnisbed 
occasional  convoys  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
even  when  bound  to  other  ports  than  her  own.  We 
may  therefore  promise  ourselves,  that  as,  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  tnings,  few  causes  can  exist  for  dissatis^ 
faction  between  the  United  States  and  Portugal,  so  the 
temper  with  which  accidental  difficulties  will  be  met 
on  each  side,  will  speedily  remove  them. 

Between  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  and  the 

Qovemment  of  the  United  Netherlands,  but  little  inter- 

I  oouEM  has  taken  place  during  the  last  year.   It  may  be 
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acceptable  to  Consreis  to  learn  that  our  credit  in  Hoi- 
Und  is  repreeented  as  standing  upon  the  most  respect- 
able footing. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  late  Emperor  of  Morocco  an 
agent  was  despatched  to  renew,  with  his  successor,  the 
treAtj  which  the  United  States  had  made  with  him.  The 
agent  unfortunately  died,  after  he  had  reached  Europe, 
io  the  prosecution  of  his  mission.  But,  until  lately,  it 
was  impossible  to  determine,  with  any  degree  of  proba- 
bility, who  of  the  competitors  for  that  empire  would  be 
ultimately  fixed  in  the  supreme  power.  Although  the 
measures  which  have  been  since  adopted,  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  treaty,  have  been  obstructed  by  the  dis- 
turbed situation  of  Amsterdam,  there  are  ^ood  grounds 
for  presuming,  as  yet,  upon  the  pacific  disposition  of 
the  Emperor  in  fact,  towards  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  past  miscarriage  will  be  shortly  remedied. 

Congress  are  already  acquainted  with  the  failure  of 
the  Loan  attempted  in  Holland,  for  the  relief  of  our  un- 
happy fellow-atizens  in  Algiers.  This  subject,  than 
wbicli  none  deserves  a  more  affectionate  zeal,  has  con- 
stantly commanded  my  best  exertions.  I  am  happy, 
therefore,  in  being  able  to  say,  that,  from  the  last  au- 
thentic accounts,  the  Dey  was  disposed  to  treat  for  a 
peace  and  ransom,  and  that  both  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, have  been  accomplished,  had  we  not  been  disap- 
pointed io  the  mean&  Nothing  which  depends  upon 
the  Executive  shall  be  left  undone,  for  carrying  mto 
immediate  effect  the  supplementary  act  of  Congress. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unitxd  STATsa,  Febnuufy  28, 1795. 

The  Message  wis  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 


MoNDAT,  March  2. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,**  was  read  the  third  time, 
amended,  and  passed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  disa- 
greeing to  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, on  the  bill  for  the  support  of  Public 
Credit  and  the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt 
The  Senate  receded  from  their  own  amendments 
at  the  same  time,  so  that  the  bill  stands  as  it  was 
originally  agreed  to. 

Sir.  Tbacy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  pre- 
sented, according  to  order,  a  bill  authorizing  and 
directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place  certain  per- 
sons, therein  named  on  the  pension  list ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Bbiuamin  BotntiiB,  from  the  Committee  to 
whom  was  committed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  the  second  section  of 
the  act  for  erecting  a  lighted  beacon  on  Shellcastle 
Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Ocraoock,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,**  made  a  report,  which  was  read. 
Whereupon, 

Resolted^  That  the  said  bill  be  rejected. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  the 
bill  authorizing  the  Prbsident  to  obtain  the  cession 
of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  (Georgia. 

After  the  bill  had  been  partly  r^d,  it  was  ob- 
served by  Mr.  Blount,  that  this  was  not  the  one 
which  had  been  moved  for.    The  bill  which  bad 


been  wanted  was  then  taken  up,  and  it  was  that, 
*' making  conditional  provision  for  the  expenses  of 
a  treaty  with  certain  Indian  tribes.**  This  was  the 
bill  respecting  the  back  lands  of  South  Carolina. 
It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  extracts  of 
letters  and  documents  from  Major  General  Wayne, 
and  from  James  Seagrove,  agent  of  Indian  affairs 
for  the  Creek  nation ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tract  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  were  referred  sundry  reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  accompanying  statements  in  the  cases 
of  claimants  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners, 
returned  to  the  War  Office  by  the  Judges  of  the 
District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  made  a  re- 
port; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  twenjty-fiflh  ultimo,  enclosing  a 
statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  management^  of  the  revenue  from 
stills  and  8pirits  distilled  within  the  United  States ; 
as  also  a  Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Re- 
venue on  the  subject  of  compensation  to  the  said 
ofiScers,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read.  Where- 
upon, 

Besolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  the  next  Congress  such  a 
statement  of  the  internal  revenues  as  will  ascer^ 
tain,  with  precision,  the  nett  product  thereof,  and 
the  expense  of  collection ;  and  that  he  also  report  a 
list  of  all  the  officers  employed  in  that  service,  and 
the  compensations  allowed  to  each  of  them. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  resolution  sent  from  the 
Senate,  authorizing  the  exportation  of  arms,  can- 
non, and  military  stores,  in  certain  cases ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
reported  the  said  resolution,  with  an  amendment ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
The  said  resolution,  with  the  amendment,  was  then 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 

Otntlemen  of  the  SeruUe,  and 

of  the  Hoitae  of  Represeniativen : 

It  appears,  from  information  which  I  have  lately  re- 
ceived, that  it  may  be  probably  necessary  to  the  more 
successful  conduct  of  our  affairs  on  the  coast  of  Bar- 
bary,  that  one  Consul  should  reside  in  Morocco,  an- 
other in  Algiers,  and  a  third  in  Tunis  or  Tripoli.  As 
no  appointment  for  these  offices  will  be  accepted  with- 
out some  emolument  annexed,  I  submit  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress  whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  to 
authorise  a  stipend  to  be  allowed  to  two  Consuls  for 
that  coast  in  addition  to  the  one  already  existing. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unitsd  States,  March  %  1796. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Sbdowick,  Mr.  Boudinot,  and  Mr. 
Parkbr  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
io  the  Hoaae. 
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The  House  resolyed  itself  into  a  Commitiee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  '*  An  act  to  regulate  the  compensation  of 
clerks ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with  an 
amendment ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
bj  the  House.  The  said  bill,  with  the  amendment, 
was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PaBSiniNT 
or  THE  Uniteo  States,  with  copies  of  a  Letter 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  and 
of  an  Act,  enclosed,  **  declaring  the  assent  of  that 
State  to  an  amendment  therein  mentioned  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States."  The  said 
Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An 
act  for  continuing  and  regulating  the  Militair 
Establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  for  repeal- 
ing sundry  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject," 
with  sundry  amendments;  to  wEich  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments, and  the  same  being  read  were  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  War  Department,  from  the  first  day  of 
September  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  in- 
clusive ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SEnowxcK,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Presioent  or 
THE  United  States  of  this  day  respecting  the  ap- 
pointment of  Consuls,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  the  more  effectual  recovery  of  debts  due 
from  individuals  to  the  United  States,"  with  several 
amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  the  resolu- 
tion "  authorizing  the  exportation  of  arms,  cannon, 
and  military  stores  in  certain  cases." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  recovery  of  debts 
due  from  individuals  to  the  United  States,"  and  the 
same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

An  engrossed  bill  laying  duties  on  carriages  for 
the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  repealing  the  former 
act  for  that  purpose,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  twenty-eighth  ultimo  ac- 
companying a  further  statement  in  the  cases  of 
claimants  to  be  placed  on  the  .list  of  pensioners, 
which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Swirr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
committed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  authoriae  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  French 
inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  and  for  other  purposes 


therein  mentioned,"  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  oonaideratiiHi,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto.  The  bill  waa  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DUTT  ON  CARRIAQEa 

The  House  next  went  into  a  Committee  on  the 
bill  for  repealing  the  act  laying  duties  on  carriages 
for  persons. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  that 
no  carriage  should  be  taxed  that  is  not  worth 
twenty-five  dollars. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  was  against  introducing  amend- 
ments in  the  present  situation  of  the  House,  when, 
if  a  gentleman  really  had  objections  to  a  bill,  he 
cannot  be  heard.  He  did  not  like  to  leave  it  to  the 
discretion  of  collectors,  who,  perhaps,  never  saw  a 
carriage  before,  to  put  a  value  upon  one.  He  wish- 
ed the  matter  to  stand  as  it  is  for  the  present,  tin 
there  can  be  further  experience.  This  amendmeDt 
was  rejected. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported ;  and  the 
House  went  through  the  bill,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  for  a  third  reading. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  INDIANa 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  brought  in  and  read  a  resdutioD, 
that  the  President  be  authorized  to  buy  gootk, 
this  season,  for  supporting  an  intercourse  with  the 
Indians. 

Letters  were  then  called  for  and  read,  from  Ge- 
neral Wayne,  and  from  Mr.  Seagrove,  agent,  among 
the  Creek  Indians.  The  latter,  in  strong  tenns,  re- 
commended that  something  of  this  kind  should  be 
done.  It  was  observed  in  one  of  his  letters  that 
Spaniards  do  everything  in  their  power  to  stir  np 
the  Indians  to  mischief. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMERT  hoped  that  so  moch  would  be 
done  as  might  serve  to  put  the  matter  on  a  foot- 
ing of  experiment  He  wished  that  the  Presiokst 
might  be  trusted  in  the  meantime  with  it,  and  tbeo 
the  next  Congress  will  be  better  able  to  judge.  If 
the  Indians  go  to  the  British  to  buy  goods,  they 
will  still  be  under  British  influence.  It  is  as  dear 
as  a  sunbeam  that  the  establishment  of  a  trade 
must  be  the  foundation  of  amity.  A  bill  was  o^ 
dered  to  be  brought  in. 

EXPORTATION  OF  ARMS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  to  the  resolutioii 
authorizing  the  exportation  of  arms,  cannon,  and 
military  stores  in  certain  cases  connected  with  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
public  purposes  only.  There  was  added  a  proviso, 
that  there  should  be  none  sent  to  the  Dominioosor 
Territories  of  any  of  the  European  powers  now  at 
war. 

Mr.  Dayton  moved  to  strike  out  this  proviso. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  thought  that  it  was  a  proper  ooe, 
bat  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  speak  folly  on  this  sub- 
ject He  feared  that  if  this  proviso  was  not  inaot- 
ed,  the  House  might  be  involved  in  a  quarrel  wilfa 
some  of  the  belligerent  Powers. 

Mr.  Giles  thought  that  the  proviso  would  pat 
the  House  into  a  situation  laughable  enough.    The 
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law  thftt  prohibits  th«  exportation  of  anus  expires 
in  Jane  next  Now,  if  it  is  necessary  to  pat  this 
proviso  into  the  present  bill,  for  fear  of  offending 
foreign  nations,  it  will  also  be  necessary  to  prolong 
that  act,  or  otherwise  it  may  b^  still  said  that  we 
violate  the  neutrality.  There  is  no  design  of  pro* 
loogtng  the  act,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  needless  to 
insert  the  proviso. 

Mr.  Madison  was  of  opinion,  with  his  coUeagae, 
[Mr.  Giles,]  that  the  proviso  would  "  narrow  our 
national  rights.**  BesideSi  even  the  passing  of  the 
proviso  is  worth  nothing,  for  we  may  send  mili- 
tary stores  to  Hamburg^  and  from  thence  they 
may  be  transported  to  any  of  the  nations  at  war. 

Mr.  GtooDHDS  saw  this  matter  in  a  particular 
light  This  exportation  was  Governmental,  and,  if 
a  man-of-war  meets  this  vessel,  the  proviso  will  pre- 
vent any  jealoosy- 

A  motion  for  striking  it  out  vras  carried — ^Ayes 
35,  noes  80. 

The  Ck>inmittee  then  rose,  and  reported.  The 
qaestion  on  the  amendment  was  put 

Mr.  B.  Bourns  hoped  that  this  amendment 
would  not  be  agreed  to*  It  might  have  serious 
consequences^ 

Mr.  Sedgwick. — ^If  the  amendment  itself  has  any 
meaning,  it  is  authorizing  the  Pbisident  to  send 
military  stores  to  nations  at  war. 

Mr.  GiLxs  did  not  see  the  use  of  so  much  deli- 
cacy. The  military  stores  are  for  a  nation  that  is 
actually  at  war,  and  that,  as  Mr.  G.  believed,  al- 
wajrs  will  be  at  war. 

The  amendment  was  carried.  It  was  then 
moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "  resolved,*'  and  to 
put  into  its  place,  "be  it  enacted."  This  was 
agreed  to.    The  resolution  was  thus  turned  into  a 

bm. 

Mr.  Harper  again  moved  to  get  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee as  to  surveying  the  coasts. 

The  motion  was  negatived 

INVALID  PENSION  BILL. 

The  bill  empowering  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
place  certain  persons  therein  named  on  the  invalid 
pension  list,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Christib  was  against  the  immediate  passing 
of  this  bill,  as  he  could  not  be  certain,  from  want  of 
time  to  examine  it,  whether  all  the  piersons  named 
io  it,  were  entitled  to  a  pension. 

Mr.  Tract  noticed  that  he  had  sat  up  late  for 
several  nights  in  order  to  bring  it  to  a  completion ; 
and  was  ainxious  that  it  shoiSd  pass.  He  men- 
tioned this  attention  not  to  claim  any  merit  from 
having  done  his  duty,  but  to  show  that  the  bill 
had  really  been  considered.  It  was  mentioned  by 
another  member,  that  some  inralids,  who  were 
highly  meritorious,  had  been  omitted,  and  that, 
therefore,  it  would  be  better  to  defer  the  bill  till 
next  session,  when  these  might  be  included. 

Mr.  FrrzsncoNs  said,  that  not  to  pass  this  bill 
would  be  the  greatest  disgrace  that  ever  befell  the 
House.  The  poor  people  had  waited  year  after 
year,  and  at  last,  when  it  was  ready  to^  pass,  their 
claims  were  postponed  for  another  nine  months 
certain,  and  nobody  could  tell  how  much  longer. 


And  then,  upon  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 
the  House  acjjoumed  until  seven  o'clock  P.  M. 


Seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Monday,  March  3. 

Mr.  Dbarborn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  merchants  and  marin- . 
ers  of  Wiscasset,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  notify- 
ing that  they*  had  receded  from  their  amendment, 
as  to  the  bill  for  the  exportation  of  arms. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  lav- 
ing certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar,' " 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the^said  amend* 
ments,  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,"  with  several  amendments ; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments, and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

CESSION  OF  GEORGIA  LANDS. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  House  should  go  into 
a  Committee,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
to  obtain  the  cession  of  certain  Territories  in  Geor- 
gia, which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sedowick  moved  that  the  House  rise  and 
report  the  bill. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  wanted  to  know  the  meaning  of 
the  words  in  the  bill,  "  by  purchase,  or  otherwise." 
If  the  President  is  to  buv  the  right  from  the  State 
of  Georgia  to  the  lands  which  they  claim,  we  ought 
to  make  provision  for  it  What  is  the  meaning  of 
the  words  ? 

Mr.  Swift  said,  that  this  bill  for  the  Georgia 
lands  was  an  unlimited  thing.  No  man  had  a 
higher  opinion  than  himself  of  the  President,  but 
it  was  improper  to  grant  such  extensive  powers. 
The  House  think  the  State  of  Georgia  wrong  in 
having  chumed  this  land.  It  will  be  still  more 
extraordinary  in  us  to  propose  to  buy  what  they 
have  not  a  right  to  sell.  We  ought  to  declare  at 
once,  that  the  lands  belong  to  the  United  States, 
and  not  to  give  any  such  indefinite  power  which 
might  offend  our  constituents.  He  was  ready  to 
allow  the  Georgians  payment  of  any  expense  which 
they  might  have  been  at  in  defending  it  from  the 
Indians,  and  nothing  else. 

Mr.  Ames  imagined  that  it  would  require  a 
wheelbarrow  load  of  documents  and  papers  to  de- 
termine whether  these  lands  were  the  property  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  or  not  In  the  Uut  night  but 
one  of  a  session,  there  was  not  time  for  entering 
into  the  discussion  of  the  right  He  thought  it 
would  be  good  policy  to  agree  to  the  rasoTutioa 
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There  was,  howeyer,  an  interim  danger  of  persons 
who  claim  the  lands  going  and  taking  them  by 
force,  and  thus  bringing  the  United  States  into 
another  war  ten  times  more  bloody  than  the  pre-, 
sent.  He  should  deplore  the  disappointment,  if 
the  bill  did  not  pass. 

Mr.  Sedowick  had  an  amendment  which  was 

for  empowering  the  President  to  give dollars 

for  the  cession. 

Mr.  Harper  imagined  that  to  fill  up  the  blank, 
would  be  attended  with  insuperable  difficulties. 
It  would  be  much  better  to  let  it  stand  as  it  was. 
To  fix  the  price  before  you  attempt  to  make  the 
bargain,  is  quite  wrong.  We  have  not  informa- 
tion sufficient  to  know  what  sum  it  will  be  pru- 
dent to  give.  We  cannot  at  this  time,  appoint  a 
committee  to  inquire.  He  advised  to  refer  it  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  next 
Congress.  The  fixing  a  price  would  be  destroy- 
ing the  responsibility  of  the  Executive.  He  might 
shelter  himself  under  a  vote  of  the  House  as  hav- 
ing fixed  the  sum.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  abundance  of  reasons  for  trying  to 
make  the  bargain  as  cheaply  as  he  can,  but  this 
resolution  would  destroy  the  principle  of  respon- 
sibility. We  had  been  told  that  the  Georgians 
have  not  a  right  to  these  lands,  and  therefore  that 
it  was  improper  to  attempt  a  purchase  from  them. 
In  the  second  place,  that,  if  we  had  acquired  such 
a  right,  it  would  be  useless,  because  we  have  too 
much  land  already.  With  regard  to  the  former, 
Mr.  H.  went  into  a  long  historical  detail  to  prove 
that  Georgia  actually  has  a  right  to  the  lands  in 
question.  He  wished  that  the  land  did  belong  to 
the  United  States,  and  wished  that  it  might  be 
bought  We  are  not  to  suppose  this  a  mere  vision- 
ary claim.  It  is  a  legal  claim,  and  extends  over 
thirty  millions  of  acres  of  the  finest  lands  in  the 
world,  and  most  admirably  situated  both  for  com- 
merce and  emigration.  It  might,  every  foot  of  it, 
be  made  worth  half  a  dollar,  or  a  dollar,  per  acre. 
Its  settlement  would  tend  to  open  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi.  These  thirty  millions  of  acres 
have  been  sold  to  certain  adventuring  companies,  at 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  If  the  purchasers 
themselves  had  completed  their  rights,  he  would 
advise  the  repurchase  from  them. 

Mr.  Datton  liked  the  amendment  better  than  the 
original  resolution.  He  proposed  an  amendment 
which  was  not  distinctly  heard.  He  was  sensible 
of  the  value  of  time.  The  Senate  are  waiting  for 
the  resolution  of  this  House.  He  said  that,  in  this 
bill,  there  had  been  omitted  a  tract  of  land,  forty 
miles  square,  formerly  purchased  fi-om  the  Natchez. 
He  feared  that  this  afiair  might  involve  the  States 
in  a  war  with  the  Creeks,  the  most  formidable  tribe 
of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  that  his  amendment  had  been 
amended.  We  understood  that  it  now  included  the 
tract  of  forty  miles  square,  purchased  from  the 
Natchez. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  that  the  bill  would  not 
pass  at  all.  It  was  a  subject  of  so  much  intricacy 
that  it  could  not  be  discussed  at  present  He  did 
not  think  that  it  would  be  very  honorable  in  the 
Government,  if  the  sale  was  actually  completed, 


to  embarrass  the  purchasers  of  the  lands,  till  they 
should  be  forced  to  give  up  their  right 

Mr.  Findlet  liked  the  resolution  better  withoot 
the  amendment. 

A  member  recolhmended  not  fixing  any  sum,  but 
striking  it  out  of  the  amendment  If  the  sum  is 
too  low,  we  shall  not  get  the  land.  If  too  high,  ire 
may  be  sure  that  the  State  of  Georgia  will  not  part 
with  it  for  one  farthing  less  than  the  whole  sum 
mentioned  in  the  bill.  No  gentleman  can,  at  pre- 
sent, guess  what  the  land  is  worth. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  was  for  limiting  the  sum. 

Mr.  KriTERA  requested  that  the  question  might 
be  taken. 

Mr.  McDowell  moved  that  the  Committee  rise, 
as  they  had  not  sufficient  information  for  proceed- 
ing.    The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  amendment  of dollars  was  finally  re- 
jected. The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  vritb 
amendments — agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  stood— 
yeas  41,  nays  24,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Fisher  Ames,  Theodorus  Bailey,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Lemuel  Benton,  lliomas  P.  Caniea,  David 
Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  William  J.  Dawson,  George  Dent, 
Samuel  Dexter,  Gabriel  Duvall,  William  Findlej.  Tho- 
mas Fitz«imons,  D wight  Foster,  Esekiel  Gilbert!  Janes 
Gordon,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Hind  man,  Samuel 
Holten,  John  Hunter,  William  Irvine,^  John  Wilkes 
Eittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Matthew  Locke,  FnmcU  Msl- 
bone,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray.  Juhn 
Page,  Andrew  Pickens,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  J<4ui  Sl 
Sherburne,  John  Smilie,  Jeremiah  Smith,  WiliiuB 
Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  Cieorge  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy, 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peleg  Wad^- 
worth,  and  John  Watts. 

Nays. — Thomas  Blount,  Elias  Boudioot,  Lambert 
Cadwalader,  Gabriel  Chri8tie,Thonias  Claiborne,  Ji^hai 
Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Christopher  Greenup,  Willkm 
B.  Grove,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
James  Hillhouse,  Aaron  Kitchell,  William  Lyman,  >V 
thaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Joseph  McDowell, 
Alexander  Mebane,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Israel  Smith.  Ijt- 
pbaniah  Swift,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Paine  Wingate,  and 
Joseph  Winston. 

PROMULGATION  OF  THE  LAW& 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  the 
petition  of  Edmund  Hogan,  and  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  was  read. 

Mr.  W.  SMrrn  said,  that  the  mere  promulgation 
of  the  laws  was  not  sufficient  It  was  proper  tint 
the  speeches  also  should  be  printed.  Something 
in  this  way  had  been  attempted  by  the  printers  of 
newspapers  in  this  city.  Mr.  S.  had  neither  incli- 
nation nor  occasion  to  cast  reflections  on  any  of  the 
persons  appointed  to  take  the  debate&  But  there 
had  been  considerable  discontents  in  various  parts 
of  the  Union  on  this  account,  firom  misrepresenta- 
tions contained  in  the  newspapers.  There  was  a 
strong  necessity  for  more  accuracy.  The  state- 
ments had  been  extremely  incorrect 

Mr.  Dexter  followed  on  the  same  ground.  He 
said  that  the  newspapers  contained  a  torrent  of 
abuse  and  misrepresentation,  as  to  what  passed  in 
the  House, 
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Mr.  HiLLBonsB  observed,  that  it  waald  be  tri- 
fling to  direct  any  person  skilled  in  stenography  to 
apply  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  Secretar? 
was  not  empowered  to  make  any  agreement  with 
him  ;  and  a^r  persons  had  pot  tnemselves  to,  per- 
haps, a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  applying,  the  Hoase 
would,  very  likely,  next  session,  refuse  the  scheme. 
It  was  wrong,  therefore,  to  publish  any  invitation, 
till  an  establishment  was  actually  made. 

Mr.  Claibobnb  said,  that  this  would  be  an  «fi- 
cyehpmUm  of  printing — a  thing,  of  which  the 
Houne  never  would  see  an  end.  To  this  it  was 
answered,  that,  as  to  the  expense,  the  House  might 
make  ibemselves  easy,  for  the  printers  of  newspa- 
pers would  be  glad  to  get  them  to  print  by  way  of 
newsb 

Mr.  Gilbert  proposed,  aa  an  amendment,  that 
the  repor  er  should  finish  his  debates  every  even- 
ing, and  lay  them  before  the  House  next  morning ; 
and  that  after  the  Clerk  had  read  the  minutes,  the 
House  should  go  into  a  Committee  to  correct  the 
manuscript  of  the  reporter. 

The  report  as  it  stood  was  agreed  to,  as  followa : 

Hemdced^  That  the  Secretary  of  Sute  be  re- 
queifted  to  receive  proposals  from  any  person  or 
persons  skilled  in  the  art  of  stenography,  or  capa- 
ble of  reporting  debates  with  accuracy,  and  to  re- 
port the  same  to  this  House,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session,  with  his  observations 
and  opinion  respecting  the  quiillfication  of  the  said 
person  or  persons  for  the  said  duty,  to  the  end  that 
this  House  may  be  enabled  to  appoint  one  or  more 
persons  as  ofiScers  of  the  House,  for  the  valuable 
purpose  above  mentioned. 

Ttie  Committee  rose,  and  on  a  division  of  the 
Housie,  there  were — Ayes  28,  noes  26. 

The  House  then,  at  half  past  ten  in  the  evening, 
adjourned  till  Tuesday. 


ToBSDAT,  March  3. ' 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  p.is!ied  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  es- 
tablidhiii!;  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States,**'  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  cunuurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Hou^e  proceeded  to  connlder  the  said  amend- 
ments, and,  the  same  beincf  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  were  yesterday  referred  a  Letter  and  Re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  twenty- 
eighth  ultimo,  accompanying  a  further  statement  in 
the  cases  of  claimanU  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of 
pensioners,  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
made  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  were  referred  sundry  reports  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  aocomp:inying  statements  in  the 
eases  of  claimants  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  pen- 
aioners;  and  the  snid  report  being  amended,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  us  follows: 

EetoloecL,  That  the  return  of  invalid  pensioners 
from  the  District  of  New  Hampshire,  by  Samuel 
Teonev.   William    Parker,   junior,  and    Ephniim 
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Robinson,  under  a  commission  firom  John  Sullivan, 
late  Judge  of  the  said  District,  which  eontains  only 
an  abstract  of  the  testimony,  be  returned  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  the  District  Judge  of  New 
Hampshire,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  opporta** 
nity  to  return  the  testimony  respecting  the  invalids 
contained  in  the  said  report^  according  to  the  requi- 
sitions of  law. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, at  the  next  session,  a  tariff  of  duties  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  proportioned  to  the  rates  of  duties 
now  imposed  by  law,  with  bis  opinion  on  such  other 
matters  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  improvement 
of  the  revenue  arising  from  impost  and  from  dis- 
tilled spirits  and  stills. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An 
act  making  provision  for  the  purposes  of  treaty  and 
of  trade  with  the  Indians,"  with  sundry  amend* 
ments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concilrreoce  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proeeeded  to  eonsider  the  said  amend* 
ments,  and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent OF  THB  United  States,  of  the  seventeenth 
ultimo,  as  relates  to  the  communications  from  the 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
South  of  the  river  Ohio,  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  same,  and  that  it  be  recom- 
mitted to  Mr.  FrrzaiMOMs,  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr. 
Blount. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  postponed  to  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  authorizing  and  directing  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  place  certain  persons  therein  named  on 
the  pension  list"  The  Senate  haTe  agreed  to  a 
resolution  **  relative  to  the  title  to  certain  lands 
situate  in  the  Southwestern  parte  of  the  United 
States ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proeeeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution, and,  the  same  being  read,  as  follows: 

**  Retofved,  hy  ihs  Senate  and  Hauie  of  Repretentaiivee 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congreee  ateembled, 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby 
is,  requested  to  give  directions  to  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral to  collect,  digest,  and  report  to  the  Senate,  toe  char- 
ters, treaties,  and  other  documents,  relative  to,  and  ex- 
planatory of,  the  title  to  the  land  situate  in  the  South- 
western parts  of  the  United  States,  and  claimed  by  cer- 
tain companies,  under  a  law  of  the  State  of  Oeorgia, 
passed  the  seventh  day  of  January  last,  namely  :  a 
tract  of  land  claimed  by  James  Quun,  Matthew  McAl- 
lister, and  George  Walker,  and  their  associates ;  also,  a 
tract  of  land  claimed  by  Nicholas  Long,  Thomas  Glas- 
cock, Ambrose  Gordon,  and  Thomas  Cumiuing,  and 
their  associates ;  also,  a  tract  of  land  claimed  by  John 
B.  Scott,  John  C.  Nightingale,  and  Wade  Hampton, 
and  their  associates ;  and.  also,  a  tract  of  land  cUimed 
bj  Zaehariah  Cox  and  Matthias  Maher,  and  their 
oates." 
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A  motion  wm  made  and  aeconded,  to  amend 
the  said  resolution,  by  striking  oat,  in  the  fifth 
line,  the  word  **  Senate,"  and  inserting,  in  lien 
thereof,  the  words  *'  next  Congress.**  And  on  the 
question  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  said  resolution,  as  amended,  was  again  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

REVISION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

Mr.  Dbxtsb  hud  a  resolution  on  the  table  nearly 
in  the  following  words : 

"Jtuohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  pn^riety  of  revising  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  inflicting  capital  and  other  inb- 
moos  pnniahments,  and  of  repealing  the  same  in  cer- 
tain 


Mr.  D.  said,  that  he  laid  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  hopinff  that  gentlemen  would  consider  the 
subject  as  important  enough  to  command  some 
share  of  their  attention  during  the  recess.  That 
the  existing  laws  were  so  severe  as  to  give  impu- 
nity to  some  crimes  in  the  ifSastem  States*  that 
grand  jurors  would  reluctantly  present  offenders, 
and  even  jurors  on  trial  often  acquit  them  impro- 
perly; that  he  had  known  a  single  instance  in 
which  an  offender  despised  a  trial  from  a  confi- 
dence that  no  evidence  could  induce  the  jury  to 
convict  him.  Mr.  D.  further  observed,  that  he  had 
long  been  convinced,  that  the  present  punish- 
ments were  introduced  when  the  rights  of  men 
were  little  '  understood,  and  less  regarded ;  that 
they  were  unjust  and  barbarous  in  principle,  and 
mischievous  in  nractice,  as  it  is  not  difficult  to 
show  tluU  they  have  a  direct  tendency  to  produce 
the  very  crimes  the^  are  intended  to  prevent ;  and 
that  justice,  humanity,  and  even  policy,  call  loudlv 
for  a  reform.  If  reasoning  should  be  distrusted, 
at  least  facts  and  actual  experiment  ought  to  con- 
vince: That  such  facts  had  long  existed  both  in 
Europe  and  America,  as  to  place  it  beyond  doubt, 
that  savage  laws  will  always  make  a  savage  peo- 
ple ;  that  the  change  of  tmngs  in  Portugal,  and 
particularly  in  Lisbon,  which  had  lately  taken 
place,  was  another  proof  in  addition  to  many 
others ;  that  the  danger  of  aasassination  and  rob- 
bery there  had  been  well  known,  that  the  abolition 
of  sanguinary  punishments  there  lately  had  abol- 
ished the  crimes ;  and  that  he  had  been  informed  by 
a  most  respectable  gentleman  just  arrived  from 
there  that  tbd  midniffht  traveller  is  now  as  safe  in 
Lisbon  as  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  D.  was  not  unacquainted  with  the  fears  of 
tome  yery  good  men,  that  mitigating  puuishmenta 
would  produce  an  inundation  of  crimes,  especially 
in  large  cities ;  but  he  said  experience  bad  shown 
that  no  such  danger  existed ;  the  best  citizens  of 
Portugal  had  objected  from  similar  fears,  but  thev 
had  happily  discovered  that  such  fears  were  ground- 
less. A  Legislature  ought  to  dare  to  do  right,  and 
trust  events  to  Heaven.  Moral  good  cannot  pro- 
duce natural  evil  as  its  ordinary  fruit 

Mr.  D.  concluded  by  observing,  that  if  he  should 
not  be  a  member  of  the  next  Congress,  he  hoped 


some  gentleman  would  think  the  snbjeet  important 
enouffh  to  be  attended  to— <at  least  he  should  have 
done  bis  duty — and  the  resolution  would  show  the 
opinion  of  one  of  the  sovereign  people,  that  the 
criminal  code  ought  to  be  amended,  and  he  doubted 
not  that  the  future  servants  of  the  public  wosld 
pay  due  respoct  to  it 

Ordered^  That  the  Transylvania  Company,  tan- 
monly  called  Richard  Henderson  and  Company, 
who  presented  a  memorial  to  this  House  on  the 
sixth  day  of  January  last,  have  leave  to  withdnw 
the  same. 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  completed 
the  business  before  them,  are  now  abont  to  sdjonre 
without  day;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do 
go  with  the  said  message. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee,  os 
their  part,  jointlv,  with  such  committee  ss  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  wsit  od 
the  Prisiobnt  or  thx  UmTcn  Statbs,  and  in- 
form him  that  Congress  is  ready  to  adjourn  with- 
out day,  unless  he  may  have  any  further  comma- 
nications  to  make  to  them. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ssid  mes- 
sage: Whereupon, 

Hfiohmi,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses,  to  wait  oo 
the  PaBsinxifT  or  mm  UmTcn  Statbs,  and  in- 
form him  of  the  intended  recess  of  Conmss;  sod 
that  Mr.  BouniNox,  Mr.  Sbdgwice,  and  Mr.  Tbum- 
BULL,  be  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of 
this  House. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

**That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  presented  to 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenbeiv,  in  testimony  of  their 
approbation  of  his  conduct  in  mschar|^D^  the  ardooos 
and  important  duties  assigned  him  while  m  the  Chair.* 

It  was  resolved  unanimously:  Whereupon, Mr. 
Speaker  made  hia  acknowledgments  to  the  Hooie 
in  manner  following : 

"  Obmtudcb!!  :  I  feel  myself  hicfal^  hoDored  by  this 
distinguished  mark  of  your  approbataon  of  myeoodoet 
in  the  station  you  were  pleased  to  aaaiffn  unto  me ;  sod 
although  I  am  conscious  that  my  feebb  efforts  do  not 
merit  so  precious  a  reward,  yet  permit  me  to  assure  joa 
that  it  has  made  a  lasting  impression  on  my  mind,  sod 
I  shall  ever  esteem  it  with  the  most  unfeigned  satis* 
fiMtion. 

**  Oentlemen,  I  sincerely  thank  you ;  may  every  hsp- 
pineoo  attend  yon ;  may  you  loqg  cootinne  to  enjoy  the 
confidence  of  your  fellow'citiaens ;  and  may  too  meet 
with  their  just  applause  of  having  deserved  well  of 
your  country." 

Mr.  BouDiKOT,  horn  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  PaBaiDBirr  or  thb  Uirtbd 
Statbs  and  inform  him  of  the  intended  recess  of 
Congress,  reported  that  the  Committee  had  pe^ 
formed  that  service,  and  that  the  Pbbsidbht  mg- 
nified  to  them  that  he  had  no  farther  communici- 
tion  to  make  during  the  present  session :  Where- 
upon, Mr.  Spbakbb  adjourned  the  House  sws 
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PROCLAMATION  OF  NEUTRALITY. 


Bt  thc  Pemiobht  or  thk  Unitbd  Statkb  or 

Amebica, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  appears,  that  a  state  of  war  exists 
between  Aastria,  Prussia,  Sardinia,  Great  Britain, 
and  the  United  Netherlands,  on  the  one  part ;  and 
France,  on  the  other;  and  the  daty  and  interest 
of  the  United  States  require,  that  they  should  with 
fiiucerity  and  good  faith  adopt  and  pursue  a  con- 
duct friendly  and  impartial  towards  the  belligerent 
Powers : 

I  have,  therefore,  thought  fit,  by  these  presents, 
to  declare  the  disposition  of  the  United  States  to 
observe  the  conduct  aforesaid,  towards  those  Pow- 
ers respectively ;  and  to  exhort  and  warn  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  carefullv  to  avoid  all  acts 
and  proceedings  whatsoever,  which  may  in  any 
manner  tend  to  contravene  such  disposition. 

And  I  do  hereby  also  make  known,  that  whoso- 
ever of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  ren- 
der himself  liable  to  punishment  or  forfeiture  un- 
der the  Law  of  Nations  by  committing,  aiding,  or 
abetting,  hostilities  against  any  of  the  said  Powers ; 
or  bv  carrying  to  any  of  them  those  articles  which 
are  deemed  contraband  by  the  modern  usage  of  Na- 
tions, will  not  receive  the  protection  of  the  United 
States,  against  such  punishment  or  forfeiture ;  and 
further,  tiiat  I  have  ffiven  instructions  to  those 
officers  to  whom  it  belongs,  to  cause  prosecutions 
to  be  instituted  against  nil  persons  who  shall,  with- 
in the  cognizance  of  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  violate  the  Law  of  Nations,  with  respect  to 
the  Powers  at  war,  or  any  of  them. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to  these 
presents,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  22d  day  of 
April,  1793,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  seventeenth. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
By  tlie  Preaident : 

T.  Jeftsbsoit. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  OOLLEOTORS  OF  THE 

CUSTOMS. 


Philadblphia,  Av^ffmt  4, 1793. 

Sib  : — It  appearing  that  repeated  contraventions 
of  our  neutrality  have  taken  place  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  without  having  been  discovered 
in  time  for  prevention  or  remedv,  I  have  it  in  com- 
mand from  the  President  to  adaress  to  the  Collec- 
tors of  the  respective  districts  a  particular  instruc- 
tion on  the  subject 

It  is  expected  that  the  Officers  of  the  Customs 
in  each  district  will,  in  the  course  of  their  official 
functions,  have  a  vigilant  eye  upon  whatever  may 
be  passing  within  the  ports,  harbors,  creeks,  inlets, 
and  waters,  of  such  districts,  of  a  nature  to  contra- 
vene the  laws  of  neutrality,  and,  upon  discovery  of 
any  thing  of  the  kind,  will  give  immediate  notice  to 
the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  to  the  attorney  of 
the  judicial  district  c6mprehending  the  district  of 
the  customs  within  which  any  such  contravention 
may  happen. 

To  assist  the  judgment  of  the  officers  on  this 
head,  I  transmit  herewith  a  schedule  of  rules  con- 
cerning sundry  particulars  which  have  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  President,  as  deductions  from  the  laws 
of  neutrality,  established  and  received  among  na- 
tions. Whatever  shall  be  contrary  to  these  rules 
will,  of  course,  be  to  be  notified  as  above  men- 
tioned. 

There  are  some  other  points  which,  pursuant  to 
our  treaties,  and  the  determination  of  the  Executive, 
I  ought  to  notice  to  you. 

If  any  vessel  of  either  of  the  Powers  at  war  with 
France  should  bring  or  send  within  your  district  a 
prize  made  of  the  subjects,  people,  or  property  of 
France,  it  is  immediately  to  he  notified  to  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  in  order  that  measures  may 
be  taken,  pursuant  to  the  17th  article  of  our  treaty 
with  France,  to  oblige  such  vessel  and  her  prize,  or 
such  prize,  when  sent  in  without  the  capturing 
vessel,  to  depart. 

No  privateer  of  any  of  the  Powers  at  war  with 
France,  coming  within  a  district  of  the  United 
States,  can,  by  the  2dd  article  of  our  treaty  with 
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France,  enjoy  any  other  privilege  than  that  of 
purchasiny  such  victuals  as  shall  be  necessary 
for  her  going  to  the  next  port  of  the  Prince  or 
State  from  tehich  she  has  her  commission.  If  she 
bhould  do  any  thinff  beside  this,  it  is  immediately 
to  be  reported  to  the  Governor,  and  the  attorney 
of  the  aistrict  You  will  observe,  by  the  rules 
transmitted,  that  the  term  privateer  is  understood 
not  to  extend  to  vessels  armed  for  iqerchandise  and 
war,  commonly  called  with  us  letters  of  marque^ 
nor,  of  course,'  to  vessels  of  war  in  the  immediate 
service  of  the  Government  of  either  of  the  Powers 
at  war. 

No  armed  vessel  which  has  been  or  shall  be 
originally  fitted  out  in  any  port  of  the  United 
States,  by  either  of  the  parties  at  war,  is  henceforth 
to  bave  an  asylum  in  any  district  of  the  United 
States.  If  any  such  armed  vessel  shall  appear 
within  your  district,  she  is  immediately  to  be  no- 
tified to  the  Governor,  and  attorney  of  the  district, 
which  is  also  to  be  done  in  respect  to  any  prize  that 
such  armed  vessel  shall  bring  or  send  in.  At  foot 
is  a  list  of  such  armed  vessels  of  the  above  descrip- 
tion as  have  hitherto  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Executive. 

The  purchasing  within,  and  exporting  from  the 
United  States,  by  way  of  merchandize^  articles 
commonly  called  contraband,  being  generally  war- 
like instruments  and  military  stores,  is  free  to  all 
the  parties  at  war,  and  is  not  to  be  interfered 
with.  If  our  own  citizens  undertake  to  carry 
them  to  any  of  those  parties,  they  will  be  aban- 
doned to  the  penalties  which  the  laws  of  war  au- 
thorize. 

You  will  be  particularly  careful  to  observe,  and 
to  notify  as  directed  in  other  instances,  the  case  of 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  shall  be  found 
in  the  service  of  either  of  the  parties  at  war. 

In  case  any  vessel  riiall  be  found  in  the  act  of 
contravening  any  of  the  rules  or  principles  which 
are  the  ground  of  this  instruction,  she  is  to  be  re- 
fused a  clearance  until  she  shall  have  complied 
with  what  the  Governor  shall  have  decided  in  refer- 
ence to  her.  Care,  however,  is  to  be  taken  in  this, 
not  unnecessarily  or  unreasonably  to  embarrass 
trade,  or  to  vex  any  of  the  parties  concerned. 

In  order  that  contraventions  may  be  the  better 
ascertained,  it  is  desired  that  the  oflScer  who  shall 
first  go  on  board  any  vessel  arriving  within  your 
district,  shall  make  an  accurate  survey  of  her 
then  condition  as  to  military  equipment^  to  be 
forthwith  reported  to  you;  and  that,  prior  to  her 
clearance,  a  like  survey  be  made,  that  any  trans- 
gression of  the  rules  laid  down  may  be  ascer- 
tained. 

But,  as  the  propriety  of  any  such  innpection  of  a 
vesul  of  war  in  the  immediate  service  of  the  Gov* 
emment  of  a  foreign  nation  is  not  without  question 
in  reference  to  the  usage  of  nations,  no  attempt  is 
to  be  made  to  inspect  any  such  vessel,  till  further 
order  on  the  point 

The  President  desires  me  to  signify  to  you  his 
most  particular  expectation,  that  the  instruction 
contained  in  thia  letter  will  be  executed  with  the 
greatest  vigilance,  care,  activity,  and  impartiality. 
Omissions  will  tend  to  expose  the  Government  to 


injurious  imputations  and  su^feions,  and  propor- 
tionably  to  commit  the  good  faith  and  peace  of  the 
country— objects  of  too  much  importance  not  to 
engage  every  proper  exertion  of  your  zeaL 
With  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  &c 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

1.  The  original  armin^f  and  equipping  of  vessels 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  by  any  of  the 
belligerent  parties,  for  military  service,  offensive  or 
defensive,  is  deemed  unlawful. 

2.  Equipments  of  merchant  vessels,  by  either  of 
the  belligerent  parties,  in  the  ports  of  the  Unitai 
States,  purely  for  the  accommodation  of  them  is 
such,  is  deemed  lawful. 

3.  Equipments  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
of  vessels  of  war  in  the  immediate  service  of  the 
Government  of  any  of  the  belligerent  parties, 
which,  if  done  to  other  vessels,  would  be  of  a 
doubtful  nature,  as  being  applkiable  either  to  com- 
merce  or  war,  are  deemed  lawful;  except  thoM 
which  shall  have  made  prize  of  the  subjecta^  peo- 
ple, or  property  of  France,  coming  with  their  prizes 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the 
1 7th  article  of  our  treaty  of  amity  and  commeite 
with  France. 

4.  Equipments  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
by  any  of  the  parties  at  war  with  France,  of  vesseb 
fitted  for  merchandise  and  war,  whether  viith  or 
without  commissions,  which  are  doubtful  in  their 
nature  as  being  applicable  either  to  commerce  or 
war,  are  deemed  lawful ;  except  those  which  shall 
have  made  prize,  &c. 

5.  Equipments  of  any  of  the  vessels  of  France, 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  which  are  doubt- 
ful in  their  nature  as  being  applicable  to  commerce 
or  war  are  deemed  lawful. 

6.  Equipments  of  every  kind,  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  of  privateers  of  the  Powers  at  war 
with  France,  are  deemed  unlawful. 

7.  Equipments  of  vessels  in  the  porta  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  of  a  nature  solely  adapted 
to  war,  are  deemed  unlawful ;  except  those  stranded 
or  wrecked,  as  mentioned  in  the  18th  article  of  our 
treaty  with  France,  the  16th  of  our  treaty  with  the 
United  Netherlands,  the  9th  of  our  treaty  with 
Prussia ;  and,  except  those  mentioned  in  the  I9th 
article  of  our  treaty  with  France,  the  17th  of  oir 
treaty  with  the  United  Netherlands,  the  18th  of  oar 
treaty  with  Prussia. 

8.  Vessels  of  either  of  the  parties,  not  armed, 
or  armed  previous  to  their  eomin?  into  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  which  shall  not  have  in- 
fringed any  of  the  foregoing  rules,  may  lawfully 
engage  or  enlist  therein  their  own  subjects  or  citi- 
zens, not  being  inhabitants  of  the  United  States; 
except  privateers  of  the  Powers  at  war  with  Franee, 
and  except  those  vessels  which  shall  have  made 
prize,  iuc, 

Beport  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  Friril^et 
and  EestrictioTis  on  the  Commerot  of  the  United 
States  in  Foreign  Countries. 

Philadblphia,  Dec  16, 1793. 
Sir  :  According  to  the  pleasure  of  the  Honse  of 
Representatives,  expressed  in  their  resolution  of 
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February  23,  1791, 1  now  ky  before  them  a  Re- 
port on  the  Priyileges  and  Restrictiona  on  the 
Commerce  of  the  United  Statea  in  Foreign  Coun- 
tries. In  order  to  keep  the  subject  within  those 
bounds,  which  I  supposed  to  be  under  the  contem- 
plation of  the  House,  I  have  restrained  my  state- 
ments to  those  countries  only,  with  which  we 
carry  on  a  commerce  of  some  importance,  and  to 
those  articles  also  of  our  produce,  which  are  of 
sensible  weight  in  the  scale  of  our  exports ;  and 
even  these  articles  are  sometimes  grouped  to- 
gether, according  to  the  degree  of  favor  or  restric- 
tion with  which  they  are  received  in  each  coun- 
try, and  that  degree  expressed  in  general  terms, 
without  detailing  the  exact  duty  levied  on  each 
article. 

To  haye  gone  fuUv  into  these  minntisB,  would 
have  been  to  copy  tne  tariffs  and  books  of  rates 
of  the  different  countries,  and  to  have  hidden  un- 
der a  mass  of  detail,  these  general  and  important 
truths,  the  extraction  of  which  in  a  simple  form, 
I  conceived,  would  best  answer  the  inquiries  of 
the  House,  by  condensing  material  information 
within  those  Umits  of  time  and  attention  which 
this  portion  of  Uieir  duties  ma^  justly  claim. 
The  plan,  indeed,  of  minute  details,  would  have 
been  impracticable  with  some  countries  for  want  of 
information. 

Since  preparing  this  Report,  which  was  put  into 
its  present  form,  m  time  to  have  been  given  in  to 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  alterations  of  the 
conditions  of  our  commerce  with  some  foreign 
nations  have  taken*  place,  some  of  them  indepen- 
dent of  the  war,  some  arising  out  of  it  France 
has  proposed  to  enter  into  a  new  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  us  on  liberal  principles;  and  has,  in 
the  meantime,  relaxed  some  of  the  restraints  men- 
tioned in  the  report  Spain  has  by  an  ordinance 
of  June  last,  established  New  Orleans,  Pensacola, 
and  St  Augustine,  into  free  ports,  for  the  Tessels 
of  friendly  nations  having  treaties  of  commerce 
with  her,  provided  they  touch  for  a  permit  at  Cor- 
cubion  in  Gallida,  or  at  Alicant ;  and  our  rice  is 
by  the  same  ordinance  excluded  from  that  country. 
The  circumstances  of  the  war  have  necessarily 
given  us  freer  access  to  the  West  India  islands, 
whilst  they  have  also  drawn  on  our  navigation 
vexations  and  depredations  of  the  most  serious 
nature. 

To  have  endeavored  to  describe  all  these  would 
have  been  as  impracticable  as  useless,  since  the 
scenes  would  have  been  shifting  while  under  de- 
scription. I  therefore  think  it  best  to  leave  the 
report  as  it  was  formed,  being  adapted  to  a  particu- 
lar point  of  time,  when  things  were  in  their  settled 
order,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  Summer  of  1792. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  profound 
respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant,  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Speakkb  of  ike  Houte  qf 

BepreamtatvM  qf  the  United  States  of  Ameriea, 

The  SiOBvrAKT  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  the  Report  of  a  Committee 
on  the  written  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 


States,  of  the  14th  of  February,  1791,  with  instruc- 
tion to  report  to  Congress  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  Privileges  and  Restrictions  of  the  Commercial 
Intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  Foreign  Na- 
tions, and  the  measures  which  he  should  think  proper 
to  be  adopted,  for  the  improvement  of  the  Commerce 
and  Navigation  of  the  same,  has  had  the  same  uuder 
consideration,  and  thereupon  makes  the  following 
Report: 

The  countries  with  which  the  United  States 
have  their  chief  commercial  intercourse  are,  Spain, 
Portug^  France,  Great  Britain,  the  United  Nether- 
lands, Denmark,  and  Sweden,  and  their  American 
possessions ;  and  the  articles  of  export  which  con- 
stitute the  basis  of  that  commerce,  with  their  res- 
pective amounts,  are — 
Breadstuff  that  is  to  say,  bread-grains, 
meals,  and  bread,  to  the  annual 
amount  of       -        -        -        -        ■ 

Tobacco      

Rice 

Wood         --.--. 
Salted  fish  ..... 

Pot  and  pearl  ash        .... 

Salted  meats 

Indigo 

Horses  and  mules        .... 
Whale  oil  ..... 

Flaxseed  

Tar,  pitch,  and  turpentine  - 

Live  provisions  -        -        -        -        • 

Ships 

Foreign  goods 620,274 

To  descend  to  articles  of  smaller  value  than 
these,  would  lead  into  a  minuteness  of  detail  nei- 
ther necessary  nor  useful  to  the  present  object 

The  proportions  of  our  exports,  which  go  to  the 
nations  before  mentioned,  and  to  their  dominions, 
respectively,  are  as  follows : 
To  Spain  and  its  dominions 
To  Portugal  and  its  dominions  - 
To  France  and  its  dominions 
To  Great  Britain  and  its  dominions 
To  the  United  Netherlands  and  their 

dominions  .... 
To  Denmark  and  its  dominions  - 
To  Sweden  and  its  dominions 

Our  imports  from  the  same  countries 
To  Spain  and  its  dominions 
To  Portugal  and  its  dominions    - 
To  France  and  its  dominions 
To  Great  Britain  and  its  dominions 
To  the  United  Netherlands  and  their 

dominions  .  .  -  - 
To  Denmark  and  its  dominions  - 
To  Sweden  and  its  dominions 

These  imports  consist  mostly  of  articles  on 
which  industry  has  been  exhausted. 

Our  navigation  depending  on  the  same  com- 
merce will  appear  by  the  following  statement  of 
the  tonnage  of  our  own  vessels  entering  in  our 
ports,  from  those  several  nations,  and  their  possee- 


$7,649,887 

4,349,567 

1,763,796 

1,263,534 

941,606 

839,093 

699,130 

637,379 

339,758 

252,591 

236,072 

217,177 

137,743 


$2,005,907 
1,283,462 
4,698,736 
9,363,416 

1,963,880 

224,415 

47,240 

are— 

$335,110 

696,768 

2,068,848 

15,286,428 

1,172,692 
361,394 
14,325 
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sions,  in  one  year,  that  is  to  saj,  from  October, 
1789,  to  September,  1790,  indadve,  as  follows : 

TbfML 

Spain 19,696 

Portugal 28,576 

France 119,410 

Great  Britain 48,680 

United  Netherlands      ....  68,d68 

Denmark 14,666 

Sweden 760 

Of  our  commercial  objects,  SPAIN  receives  fa- 
yorably  our  bread-stuff,  salted  fish,  wood,  ships, 
tar,  pitch,  and  turpentine.  On  our  meals,  however, 
as  well  as  on  those  of  other  foreign  countries,  when 
re-exported  to  their  colonies,  they  have  lately  im- 
posed duties  of  from  half  a  dollar  to  two  dollars 
the  barrel,  the  duties  being  so  proportioned  to  the 
current  price  of  their  own  flour,  as  that  both  to- 
gether are  to  make  the  constant  sum  of  nine  dollars 
per  barrel 

They  do  not  discourage  our  rice,  pot  and  pearl 
ash,  salted  provisions,  or  whale  oil ;  but  these  ar- 
ticles being  in  small  demand  at  their  markets,  are 
carried  thither  but  in  a  small  degree.  Their  de- 
iqand  for  rice,  however,  is  increasing.  Neither 
tobacco  nor  indigo  are  received  there.  Our  com- 
merce is  permitted  with  their  Canary  isknds  under 
the  same  conditions. 

Themselves  and  their  colonies  are  the  actual  con- 
sumers of  what  they  receive  from  us. 

Our  navigation  is  free  with  the  kingdom  of 
Spain — foreign  goods  being  received  there  in  our 
ships  on  the  same  conditions  as  if  carried  in  their 
own,  or  in  the  vessels  of  the  country  of  which  such 
goods  are  the  manufacture  or  produce. 

PORTUGAL  receives  favorably  our  grain  and 
bread,  salted  fish  and  other  salted  provisions. 

For  flaxseed,  pot,  and  pearl  ash,  though  not  dis- 
couraged, there  is  little  demand. 

Our  ships  pay  twenty  per  cent  on  being  sold  to 
their  subjects,  and  are  then  free  bottoms. 

Foreign  goods  (except  those  of  the  East  Indies) 
are  received  on  the  same  footing  in  our  vessels  as 
in  their  own,  or  any  others;  that  is  to  say,  on 
general  duties  of  from  twenty  to  twenty-eight  per 
cent,  and,  consequently,  our  navigation  is  unob- 
structed by  them.  Tobacco,  rice,  and  meals,  are 
prohibited. 

Themselves  and  their  colonies  consume  what 
they  receive  firom  us. 

These  regulations  extend  to  the  Azores,  Ma- 
deira,  and  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  except,  that 
in  these,  meals  and  rice  are  received  freely. 

FRANCE  receives  fevorably  our  breadstuff,  rice, 
wood,  pot,  and  pearl  ashes. 

A  duty  of  five  sous  the  quintal,  or  nearly  four 
and  an  half  cents,  is  paid  on  our  tar,  pitch,  and 
turpentine.  Our  whale  oils  pay  six  livres  the 
quintal,  and  are  the  only  foreign  whale  oils  admit- 
ted. Our  indigo  pays  nve  livres  the  quintal ;  their 
own  two  and  a  half;  but  a  difference  of  quality, 
still  more  than  a  difference  of  duty,  prevents  its 
seeking  that  market 

Salted  beef  is  received  freely  for  re-exportation ; 
but  if  for  home  consumption,  it  pays  five  livres 


the  quintal  Other  salted  proviaons  pay  that  doty 
in  all  cases,  and  salted  fish  is  made  lately  to  pay 
the  prohibitory  one  of  twenty  livres  the  quintsL 

Our  ships  are  fk«e  ttf  csrry  thither  all  fore%n 
goods,  which  may  be  carried  in  their  own  or  any 
other  vessels,  except  tobaccoes  not  of  oar  own 
growth ;  and  they  participate  with  theirs  the  ex- 
dusive  carriage  of  our  whale  oils  and  tobaccoes. 

During  their  former  Government  our  tobacco 
was  under  a  monopoly,  but  paid  no  duties ;  and 
our  ships  were  freely  sold  in  their  ports  and  con- 
verted into  national  bottom&  The  first  National 
Assembly  took  from  our  ships  this  privilege. 
They  emancipated  tobacco  from  its  monopoly,  but 
subjected  it  to  duties  of  eighteen  livres  and  fiAeen 
sous  the  quintal,  carried  in  their  own  vessels,  and 
twenty-five  livres,  carried  in  ours — a  difference 
more  than  equal  to  the  freight  of  the  article. 

They  and  their  colonies  consume  what  they  re- 
ceive from  us. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  receives  our  pot  and  peari 
ashes  free,  while  those  of  other  nations  pay  a  duty 
of  two  shillings  and  three  pence  the  quintal  There 
is  an  equal  distinction  in  &vor  of  our  bar  iron — 
of  which  article,  however,  we  do  not  produce 
enough  for  our  own  use.  Woods  are  free  from  to, 
whilst  they  pay  some  small  duty  from  other  coun- 
tries. Indigo  and  flaxseed  are  free  from  all  coun- 
tries. Our  tar  and  pitch  pay  lid.  sterling  the 
barrel.  From  other  alien  countries  they  pay  about 
a  penny  and  a  third  more. 

Our  tobacco,  for  their  own  consumption,  pays 
Is.  8d.  sterling  the  pound,  custom  and  excise,  be- 
sides heavy  expenses  of  collection.  And  rice,  in 
the  same  case,  pays  7s.  4d.  sterling  the  hundred 
weight ;  which,  rendering  it  too  dear  as  an  article 
of  common  food,  it  is  consequently  nsed  in  very 
snmll  quantity. 

Our  salted  fish,  and  other  salted  provisions,  ex- 
cept bacon,  are  prohibited.  Bacon  and  whale  oils 
are  under  prohibitory  duties;  so  are  our  grains, 
meals,  and  bread,  as  to  internal  consumption,  un- 
less in  times  of  such  scarcity  as  may  raise  the 
price  of  wheat  to  60s.  sterling  the  quarter,  and 
other  grains  and  meals  in  proportion. 

Our  ships,  though  purchased  and  navigated 'by 
their  own  subjects,  are  not  permitted  to  be  used 
even  in  their  trade  with  us. 

While  the  vessels  of  other  nations  are  secured 
by  standing  laws,  which  cannot  be  altered  but  by 
the  concurrent  will  of  the  three  branches  of  the 
British  Legislature,  in  carrying  thither  any  pro- 
duce or  manufacture  of  the  country  to  which  Uiey 
belong,  which  may  be  lawfully  carried  in  any  ves- 
sels, ours,  with  the  same  prohibition  of  what  is 
foreign,  are  further  prohibited  by  a  standing  law 
(12  Car.  2,  18,  §  8)  from  carrying  thither  all  and 
any  of  our  domestic  productions  and  manufiu)* 
tures.  A  subsequent  act,  indeed,  has  authorized 
their  Executive  to  permit  the  carriage  of  our  own 
productions  in  our  own  bottoms  at  its  sole  discre- 
tion ;  and  the  permission  has  been  given  from  jeir 
to  year  by  proclamation,  but  subject  every  mo- 
ment to  be  withdrawn  on  that  single  will ;  in 
which  event,  our  vessels  having  any  thing  on 
board,  stand  interdicted  from  the  entry  of  all 
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British  ports.  The  disadTsntsge  of  a  tenure  which 
may  be  so  suddenly  discontinued,  was  experienced 
by  our  merchants  on  a  late  occasion,*  when  an  of- 
ficial notification  that  this  law  would  be  strictly  en* 
forced,  gave  them  just  apprehensions  for  the  fate 
of  their  yessels  and  cargoes  despatched  or  destined 
to  the  ports  of  Great  Britain.  The  Minister  of  that 
Court,  indeed,  frankly  expressed  his  personal  con- 
viction that  the  words  of  the  Order  went  further 
than  was  intended,  and  so  he  afterwards  officially 
informed  us;  but  the  embarrassments  of  the  mo- 
ment were  real  and  great;  and  the  possibility  pf 
their  renewal  lays  our  commerce  to  that  country 
under  the  same  species  of  discouragement  as  to 
other  countries  where  it  is  regulated  by  a  single  le- 
gislator; and  the  distinction  is  too  remarkable  not 
to  be  noticed,  that  our  navigation  is  excluded  from 
the  security  of  fixed  laws,  while  that  security  is 
giyen  to  the  navigation  of  others. 

Our  vessels  pay  in  their  ports  1&  9d.  sterling  per 
ton,  light  and  Trinity  dues,  more  than  is  paid  by 
British  ships,  except  in  the  port  of  London,  where 
they  pay  the  same  as  British. 

The  greater  part  of  what  they  receive  fVom  us  is 
re-exported  to  other  countries,  under  the  useless 
charges  of  an  intermediate  deposite,  and  double 
voyage.  From  tables  published  in  England,  and 
composed  as  is  said  from  the  books  of  their  custom- 
houses, it  appears  that  of  the  indigo  imported  there 
in  the  years  1773-74-'76,  one-third  was  re-export- 
ed ;  and  from  a  document  of  authority,  we  learn 
that,  of  the  rice  and  tobacco  imported  there,  before 
the  war,  four-fifths  were  re-exported.  We  are  as- 
sured, indeed,  that  the  quantities  sent  thither  for 
re-exportation  since  the  war,  are  considerably  di- 
minished, yet  less  so  than  reason  and  national  inte- 
rest would  dictate.  The  whole  of  our  grain  is  re- 
exported when  wheat  is  below  60s.  the  quarter,  and 
other  grains  in  proportion. 

The  UNITED  NETHERLANDS  prohibit 
our  pickled  beef  and  pork,  meals  and  bread,  of  all 
sorts,  and  lay  a  prohibitory  duty  on  spirits  distilled 
from  grain. 

All  other  of  our  productions  are  received  on  va- 
ried duties^  which  may  be  reckoned  on  a  medium  at 
about  three  per  cent 

They  consume  but  a  small  proportion  of  what 
they  receive.  The  residue  is  partly  forwarded 
for  consumption  in  the  inland  parts  of  Europe, 
and  partly  reshipped  to  other  maritime  countries. 
On  the  latter  portion  they  intercept  between  us 
and  the  consumer  so  much  of  the  value  as  is  ab- 
sorbed by  the  charges  attending  an  intermediate 
deposite. 

Foreign  goods,  except  some  East  India  articles, 
are  received  in  vessels  of  any  nation. 

Our  ships  may  be  sold  and  naturalized  there, 
with  exceptions  of  one  or  two  privileges^  which 
somewhat  lessen  their  value. 

DENMARK  lays  considerable  duties  on  our 
tobacco  and  rice  carried  in  their  own  vessels,  and 
half  as  much  more  if  carried  in  ours ;  but  the  ex- 
act amount  of  these  duties  is  not  perfectly  known 
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here.    They  ky  such  as  amount  to  prohibitions  on 
our  indigo  and  com. 

SWEDEN  receives  favorably  our  grains  and 
meals,  salted  provisions,  indigo  and  whSe  oil. 

They  subject  our  rice  to  duties  of  sixteen  mills 
the  pound  weight,  carried  in  their  own  vessels, 
and  of  forty  per  cent  additional  on  that,  or  23  4-10 
Mills,  carried  in  ours,  or  any  others.  Being  thus 
rendered  too  dear  as  an  article  of  common  food, 
little  of  it  is  consumed  with  them.  They  consume 
some  of  our  tobaccoes,  which  they  take  circuitous- 
ly  through  Great  Britain,  levying  heavy  duties  on 
them  also ;  their  duties  of  entry,  town  duties,  and 
excise,  being  |4  84  the  hundred  weight,  if  carried 
in  their  own  vessels,  and  of  forty  per  cent  on  that 
additional,  if  carried  in  our  own  or  any  other  ves- 
sels. 

They  prohibit  altogether  our  bread,  fish,  pot 
and  pearl  ashes,  flaxseed,  tar,  pitch,  and  turpentine, 
wood,  (except  oak  timber  and  masts,)  and  all  fo- 
reign manu&ctures. 

Under  so  many  restrictions  and  prohibitions, 
our  navigation  with  them  is  reduced  almost  to 
nothing. 

With  our  neighbors,  an  order  of  things  much 
harder  presents  itself: 

SPAIN  and  PORTUGAL  refuse  to  those  parts 
of  America  which  they  govern  all  direct  intercourse 
with  any  people  but  themselves.  The  commodities 
in  mutual  demand,  between  them  and  their  neigh- 
bors, must  be  carried  to  be  exchanged  in  some  port 
of  the  dominant  country ;  and  the  transportation 
between  that  and  the  subject  State  must  be  in  a 
domestic  bottom. 

FRANCE,  by  a  standing  law,  permits  her  West 
India  possessions  to  receive  directly  our  vegetables, 
live  provisions,  horses,  wood,  tar,  pitch,  and  tur- 
pentine, rice,  and  maize,  and  prohibits  our  other 
breadstuff;  but  a  suspension  of  this  prohibition 
having  been  left  to  the  Colonial  Legislatures,  in 
times  of  scarcity,  it  was  formerly  suspended  occa- 
sionally, but  latteriy  without  interruption. 

Our  fish  and  salted  provisions  (except  pork)  are 
received  in  their  islands  under  a  duty  of  three 
Colonial  livres  the  quintal,  and  our  vessels  are  as 
free  as  their  own  to  carry  our  commodities  thither, 
and  to  bring  away  rum  and  molasse& 

GREAT  BRITAIN  admits  in  her  islands  our  ve- 
getables, live  provisions,  horses,  wood,  tar,  pitch, 
and  turpentine,  rice,  and  breadstuff,  by  a  procla- 
mation of  her  Executive,  limited  always  to  the 
term  of  a  year,  but  hitherto  renewed  from  year  to 
year.    She  prohibits  our  salted  fish,  and  other 
salted  provisions.    She  does  not  permit  our  vessels 
to  carry  thither  our  own  produce.    Her  vessels 
alone  may  take  it  fh>m  us,  and  bring  us  in  exchange 
rum,  molasses,  sugar,  coffee,  cocoa  nuts,  ginger, 
and  pimento.    There  are,  indeed,  some  fr^oms 
in  the  island  of  Dominica,  but  under  such  circum- 
stances, as  to  be  little  used  by  us.     In  the  British 
Continental  Colonies,  and  in  Newfbundland,  all  our 
productions  are  prohibited,  and  our  vessels  forbid- 
den to  enter  their  ports.    Their  Governors,  bow- 
ever,  in  times  of  distress,  have  power  to  permit  a 
temporary  importation  of  certain  articles  in  their 
own  bottoms,  but  not  in  ourSL 
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Our  ciUzens  cannot  reside  as  merchants  or  &o- 
tors  within  any  of  the  British  plantations,  this  be- 
ing expressly  prohibited  by  the  same  statute  of 
12  Car.  2,  c.  18,  commonly  called  the  Narigation 
Act 

In  the  DANISH  AMERICAN  possessions  a 
duty  of  five  per  cent  is  levied  on  our  com,  corn- 
meal,  rice,  tobacco,  wood,  salted  fish,  indigo, 
horses,  mules,  and  live  stock ;  and  of  ten  per  cent 
on  our  flour,  salted  pork,  and  beef,  tar,  pitch,  and 
turpentine. 

In  the  American  islands  of  the  UNITED 
NETHERLANDS  and  SWEDEN  our  vessels 
and  produce  are  received,  subject  to  duties,  not  so 
heavy  as  to  have  been  complained  of;  but  they 
are  heavier  in  the  Dutch  possessions  on  the  Conti- 
nent 

To  sum  up  these  Restrictions  so  fitr  as  they  are 
important : 

1.  In  Evbopk. — Our  breadstuff  is  at  most  times 
under  prohibitory  duties  in  England,  and  consid- 
erably dutied  on  re-exportation  from  Spain  to  her 
colonies. 

Our  tobaccoes  are  heavily  dutied  in  England, 
Sweden  and  France,  and  prohibited  in  Spain  and 
Portugal. 

Our  rice  is  heavily  dutied  in  England  and  Swe- 
den, and  prohibited  in  Portugal. 

Our  fish  and  salted  provisions  are  prohibited  in 
England,  and  under  prohibitory  duties  in  f^ce. 

Our  whale  oils  are  prohibited  in  England  and 
Portugal. 

And  our  vessels  are  denied  naturalization  in  Eng- 
land, and  of  late  in  France. 

2.  In  thb  West  Inoixs. — ^All  intercourse  is 
prohibited  with  the  possessions  of  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal. 

Our  salted  provisions  and  fish  are  prohibited  by 
England. 

Our  salted  pork  and  breadstuff  (except  maize) 
are  received  under  temporary  laws  only  in  the  do- 
minions of  France,  and  our  nlted  fish  pays  there  a 
weighty  duty. 

8.  In  thb  Artiglk  of  Navigation. — Our  own 
carriage  of  our  own  tobacco  is  heavily  dutied  in 
Sweden,  and  lately  in  France. 

We  cany  no  article  not  of  our  own  production 
to  the  British  ports  in  Europe. 

Nor  even  our  own  produce  to  her  American  pos- 
sessions. 

Such  being  the  restrictions  on  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States,  the  question  is,  in 
what  way  they  may  best  be  removed,  modified,  or 
counteracted  ? 

As  to  commerce  two  methods  occur:  1.  By 
friendly  arrangements  with  the  several  nations 
with  whom  these  restrictions  exist ;  or,  2.  By  the 
separate  act  of  our  own  Legislature  for  countervail- 
ing their  effects. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  of  these  two 
friendly  arrangement  is  the  most  eligible.  Instead 
of  embarrassing  commerce  under  piles  of  regu- 
lating laws,  duties,  and  prohibitions,  could  it  be 
relieved  from  all  its  shackles  in  all  parts  of  the 
world^ould  every  country  be  employed  in  pro- 
ducbg  that  which  nature  has  best  fitted  it  to  pro- 


duce, and  each  be  free  to  exchange  with  others 
mutual  surplusses  for  mutual  wants,  the  greatest 
mass  possible  would  then  be  produced  of  thoee 
things  which  contribute  to  human  life  and  homan 
happiness — the  numbers  of  mankiDd  would  be  in- 
creased,  and  their  condition  bettered. 

Would  even  a  single  nation  begin  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  this  system  of  free  commeree,  it  would 
be  advisable  to  begin  it  with  that  nation,  since  it 
is  one  by  one  only  that  it  can  be  extended  to  alL 
Where  the  drcumstances  of  either  party  render  it 
expedient  to  levy  a  revenue,  bv  way  of  impost,  oo 
commerce,  its  freedom  might  be  modified,  in  that 
particular,  by  mutual  and  equivalent  mcasuea, 
preserving  it  entire  in  all  othm. 

Some  nations,  not  yet  ripe  for  free  cominprcc, 
in  aU  its  extent,  might  still  be  willing  to  mollily 
its  restrictions  and  reguhitions  for  ns  in  proportion 
to  the  advantages  which  an  interocwrae  with  us 
mi^ht  offer.  Particularly  they  may  eoncur  with 
us  m  reciprocating  the  duties  to  be  levied  on  eadi 
side,  or  in  compensating  any  excess  of  daty  by 
equivalent  advantages  of  another  nature.  Omr 
commerce  is  certainly  of  a  character  to  entitle  it 
to  favor  in  most  countries.  The  eommodities  we 
offer  are  either  necessaries  of  life,  or  noaterials  far 
manufacture,  or  convenient  subjects  for  revenue ; 
and  we  take  in  exchange  either  niann&ctiires» 
when  they  have  received  the  last  finish  of  art  and 
industry,. or  mere  luxuries.  Such  cuBtomennay 
reasonably  expect  welcome  and  friendly  treadneot 
at  ever^  inarket--eustoiners,  too,  wheee  demaads, 
increasing  with  their  wealth  and  popolatioQ,  must 
very  shortly  give  full  empbymmt  to  the  whole 
industry  of  any  nation  wnatever,  in  any  line  of 
supply  they  may  get  into  the  habit  of  caUing  for 
from  it. 

But  should  any  nation,  contrary  to  our  wishes, 
suppose  it  may  better  find  its  advantage  by  con- 
tinuing its  system  of  prohibitions,  dutiesy  and  re- 
gulations, it  behoves  us  to  protect  oar  citisens, 
their  commerce,  and  navigation,  by  counter  pro- 
hibitions, duties,  and  regulations  also.  Free  cooi- 
merce  and  navigation  are  not  to  be  given  in  ex- 
change for  restrictions  and  vexations;  nor  are 
they  likely  to  produce  a  relaxation  of  them. 

Our  navigation  involves  still  higher  considera- 
tions. As  a  branch  of  industry  it  is  valuable ;  bat, 
as  a  resource  of  defence,  essentiaL 

Its  value,  as  a  branch  of  industry,  is  enhanced 
by  the  dependence  of  bo  many  other  brandies  on 
it  In  times  of  general  peace  it  multiplies  com- 
petitors for  employment  in  transportation,  and  so 
keeps  that  at  its  proper  level ;  and  in  times  of 
war,  that  is  to  say,  when  those  nations  who  mav 
be  our  principal  carriers,  shall  be  at  war  with 
each  other,  if  we  have  not  within  ourselves  the 
means  of  transportation,  our  produce  must  be  ex- 
ported in  belligerent  vessels  at  the  increased  ex- 
pense of  war-freight  and  insurance,  and  the  ar- 
ticles which  will  not  bear  that  most  perish  on  oar 
hands. 

But  it  is  as  a  resource  for  defence  that  our  nari- 
ffation  will  admit  neither  neglect  nor  forbearance. 
The  position  and  circumstances  of  the  United 
States  leave  them  nothing  to  fear  on  their  land, 
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board,  and  nothing  to  desire  beyond  their  present 
right&  But,  on  their  seaboard,  they  are  open  to 
injury,  and  they  have  there,  too,  a  commerce 
which  must  be  protected.  This  can  ooly  be  done 
by  possessing  a  respectable  body  of  citizen  seamen, 
and  of  artists  and  establishments  in  readiness  for 
ghip-building. 

Were  the  ocean,  which  is  the  common  property 
of  all,  open  to  the  industry  of  ail,  so  that  every 
person  and  vessel  should  be  free  to  take  employ- 
ment wherever  it  could  be  found,  the  United  States 
would  certainly  not  set  the  example  of  appro- 
priating to  themselves,  exclusively,  any  portion  of 
the  common  stock  of  occupation.  They  would  rely 
on  the  enterprise  and  activity  of  their  citizens  for  a 
due  participation  of  the  benefits  of  the  seafarine  bu- 
siness, and  for  keeping  the  marine  class  of  citizens 
equal  to  their  object  But  if  particular  nations 
grasp  at  undue  shares,  and  more  especially,  if  they 
seize  on  the  means  of  the  United  States  to  convert 
them  into  aliment  for  their  own  strength,  and 
withdraw  them  entirely  from  the  support  of  those 
to  whom  they  belong,  defensive  and  protecting 
measares  become  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  na- 
tion whose  marine  resources  are  thus  invaded,  or 
it  will  be  disarmed  of  its  defence ;  its  productions 
will  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the  nation  which  has  pos- 
sessed itself  exclusively  of  the  means  of  carrying 
tbem,  and  its  politics  may  be  influenced  by  those 
who  command  its  commerce.  The  carriage  of 
oar  own  commodities,  if  once  established  in  ano* 
ther  channel,  cannot  be  resumed  in  the  moment 
we  may  desire.  If  we  lose  the  seamen  and  artists, 
whom  it  now  occupies,  we  lose  the  present  means 
of  marine  defence,  and  time  will  be  requisite  to 
raise  up  others,  when  disgrace  or  losses  shall  bring 
home  to  our  feelings  the  error  of  having  aban- 
doned them.  The  materials  for  maintaining  our 
due  share  of  navigation  are  ours  in  abundance ; 
and,  as  to  the  mode  of  using  them,  we  have  only 
to  adopt  the  principles  of  those  who  thus  put  us 
on  the  defensive,  or  others  equivalent  and  better 
fitted  to  our  circumstances. 

The  following  principles,  being  founded  in  re- 
ciprocity, appear  perfectly  just,  and  to  offer  no 
cause  of  complaint  to  any  nation : 

1.  Where  a  nation  imposes  high  duties  on  our 
productions,  or  prohibits  them  altogether,  it  may 
be  proper  for  us  to  do  the  same  by  theurs,  first 
burdening  or  excluding  those  productions  which 
they  bring  here  in  competition  widi  our  own  of 
the  same  kind — selecting  next  such  manufactures 
ts  we  take  from  them  in  greatest  quantity,  and 
which  at  the  same  time  we  could  the  soonest 
ivrnish  to  ourselves,  or  obtain  fi'om  other  coun- 
triesy-imposing  on  them  duties  lighter  at  first,  but 
heavier  and  heavier  afterwards,  as  other  channels 
of  supply  open.  Such  duties  having  the  effect  of 
indirect  encouragement  to  domestic  manufactures 
of  the  same  kind  may  induce  the  manufacturer  to 
come  himself  into  these  States  where  cheaper 
subsistence,  equal  laws^  and  a  vent  of  his  wares, 
free  of  duty,  may  insure  him  the  highest  profits 
from  his  skUl  and  industry.  And  here  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  the  State  Governments  to  co- 
operate essentially  by  opening  the  resources  of 


encouragement  which  are  under  their  control,  ex- 
tending them  liberally  to  artists  in  those  particu- 
lar branches  of  manu&cture,  for  which  their  soli, 
climate,  population,  and  other  circumstances,  have 
matured  them,  and  fostering  the  precious  efforts 
and  progress  of  household  manufacture  by  some 
patronage  suited  to  the  nature  of  its  objects,  guided 
by  the  local  informaUons  which  they  possess,  and 
guarded  against  abuse  by  their  presence  and  at* 
tentions.  The  oppressions  on  our  agriculture  in 
foreign  ports  would  thus  be  made  the  occasion  of 
relieving  it  from  a  dependence  on  the  councils  and 
conduct  of  others,  and  of  promoting  arts,  mana« 
factures,  and  population  at  home. 

2.  Where  a  nation  refuses  peilnission  to  our 
merchants  and  factors  to  reside  within  certain  parts 
of  their  dominions,  we  may,  if  it  should  be  thought 
expedient,  refuse  residence  to  theirs  in  any  and 
every  part  of  ours,  or  modify  their  transactions. 

8.  Where  a  nation  refuses  to  receive  in  our  ves- 
sels  any  productions  but  our  own,  we  may  refuse 
to  receive,  in  theirs,  any  but  theur  own  produc* 
tions.  The  first  and  second  clauses  of  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  are  well  formed  to  effect 
this  object 

4.  W  here  a  nation  refuses  to  consider  any  vessel 
as  ours,  which  has  not  been  built  within  our  Ter- 
ritories, we  should  refuse  to  consider  as  theirs  any 
vessel  not  built  within  their  Territories. 

6.  Where  a  nation  refuses  to  our  vessels  the  car- 
riage even  of  our  own  productions  to  certain  coun- 
tries under  their  domination,  we  might  refuse  to 
theirs,  of  every  description,  the  carriage  of  the 
same  productions  to  the  same  countries.  But  as 
justice  and  good  neighborhood  would  dictate,  that 
those  who  have  no  part  in  imposing  the  restriction 
on  us,  should  not  be  the  victims  of  measures  adopt- 
ed to  defeat  its  effect,  it  may  be  proper  to  confine 
the  restriction  to  vessels  o?med  or  navigated  by 
any  subjects  of  the  same  dominant  Power,  other 
than  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  to  which  the 
said  productions  are  to  be  carried.  And  to  pre- 
vent all  inconvenience  to  the  said  inhabitants,  and 
to  our  own,  by  too  sudden  a  check  on  the  means 
of  transportation,  we  may  continue  to  admit  the 
vessels  marked  for  future  exclusion,  on  an  ad- 
vanced tonnage,  and  for  such  length  of  time  only 
as  may  be  supposed  necessary  to  provide  against 
that  inconvenience. 

The  establishment  of  some  of  these  principles 
by  Great  Britain  alone  has  already  lost  us  in  our 
commerce  with  that  country  and  its  possessions 
between  eight  and  nine  hundred  vessels  of  near 
40,000  tons  burden,  according  to  statements  from 
official  materials  in  which  they  have  confidence. 
This  involves  a  proportional  loss  of  seamen,  ship* 
Wrights,  and  ship-building,  and  is  too  serious  a 
loss  to  admit  forbearance  of  some  effectual  re- 
medy. 

It  is  true  we  most  expect  some  inconveni- 
ence in  practice  from  the  establishment  of  dis- 
criminating duties.  But  in  this,  as  in  so  many 
other  cases,  we  are  left  to  choose  between  two 
evils.  These  inconveniences  are  nothing  when 
weighed  against  the  loss  of  wealth,  and  loss  of 
force,  which  will  follow  our  perseverance  in  the 
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plan  of  indiscrimination.  When  once  it  shall  be 
perceived  that  we  are  either  in  the  system  or  in  the 
habit  of  giving  equal  advantages  to  those  who  ex- 
tinguish our  commerce  and  navigation,  by  duties 
and  prohibitions,  as  to  those  who  treat  both  with 
liberality  and  justice,  liberality  and  justice  will 
be  converted  by  all  into  duties  and  prohibitions. 
It  is  not  to  the  moderation  and  justice  of  others 
we  are  to  trust  for  fiur  and  equal  access  to  market 
with  our  productions,  or  for  our  due  share  in  the 
transportation  of  them,  but  to  our  own  means  of 
independence,  and  the  firm  will  to  use  them.  Nor 
do  the  inconveniences  of  discrimination  merit 
consideration.  Not  one  of  the  nations  before- 
mentioned — perhaps  not  a  commercial  nation  on 
earth — is  without  them.  In  our  case  one  dis- 
tinction alone  will  suffice,  that  is  to  say,  between 
nations  who  favor  our  productions  and  navigation, 
and  those  who  do  not  &vor  them.  One  set  of 
moderate  duties,  say  the  present  duties,  for  the 
first,  and  a  fixed  advance  on  these,  as  to  some  ar- 
tides,  and  prohibitions  as  to  others,  for  the  last 

Still  it  must  be  repeated  that  fiiendly  arrange- 
ments are  preferable  with  all  who  will  come  into 
them ;  and  that  we  should  carry  into  such  arrange- 
ments ail  the  liberality  and  spirit  of  accommoda- 
tion which  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit 
^  France  has,  of  her  own  accord,  proposed  nego- 
tiations for  improving,  by  a  new  treaty,  on  fair  and 
equal  principles,  the  commercial  relations  of  the 
two  countries.  But  her  internal  disturbances  have 
hitherto  prevented  the  prosecution  of  them  to  ef- 
fect, though  we  have  had  repeated  assurances  of  a 
continuance  of  the  disposition. 

Proposals  of  friendly  arrangement  have  been 
made  on  our  part,  by  the  present  Government,  to 
that  of  Great  Britain,  as  the  Message  states ;  but, 
being  already  on  as  good  a  footing  in  law,  and  a 
better  in  hct  than  the  most  favored  nations,  they 
have  not,  as  yet,  discovered  any  disposition  to  have 
it  meddled  with. 

We  have  no  reason  to  conclude  that  friendly 
wrangements  would  be  declined  by  the  other  na- 
tions with  whom  we  have  such  commercial  inter- 
course as  may  render  them  important  In  the 
meanwhile,  it  would  rest  with  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress to  determine  whether,  as  to  those  nations, 
they  will  not  surcease  ea^rte  regulations,  on  the 
reasonable  presumption  that  they  will  concur  in 
doing  whatever  justice  and  moderation  dictate 
should  be  done.    * 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 


DECREES  BELATING  TO  COMMERCE. 

The  Skobraat  or  Stati,  to  whom  the  President  of 
the  United  States  referred  the  retolntioo  of  the  House 
of  RepresenUtives  of  December  24, 1798,  desiring  the 
flubstaaoe  of  all  such  laws,  decrees,  or  ordinances, 
respecting  commerce  in  any  of  the  countries  with 
which  the  United  States  have  commercial  inter- 
course, as  have  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  not  already  stated  to  the  House  in  his 

.  report  of  the  16th  instant,  reports : 


That  he  has  had  an  official  communication  of  a 
Decree  rendered  by  the  National  Assembly  of 
Frimce  on  the  26th  day  of  March  last,  of  which  the 
following  ia  a  translation : 

DECREE, 

Exempting  from  all  duties  the  9uUtance$  md 
other  objects  qf  supply  in  the  Colonies,  rtlaUtt- 
ly  to  the  United  States^  pronounced  in  the  tit- 
ting  of  the  2Uh  ofMarch^  1798,  2i  year  of  the 
French  Bepublie. 

The  National  Convention,  willing  to  prevent, 
by  precise  dispositions,  the  difficulties  that  might 
arise  relatively  to  the  execution  of  its  decree  of 
the  19th  February  last,  concerning  th«  United 
States  of  America — to  grant  fitvors  to  this  tlly- 
nation,  and  to  treat  it,  in  in  its  commercial  rela- 
tions with  the  Colonies  of  France,  in  the  suae 
manner  as  the  vessels  of  the  Republic — decree  as 
follows : 

Abt.  1.  From  the  day  of  the  publication  of  the 
present  decree  in  the  French  American  Colonies, 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  of  the  burden  of 
sixty  tons  at  the  least,  laden  only  with  meab  and 
subsistences,  as  well  as  the  objects  of  supply  an- 
nounced in  article  8,  of  the  arret  of  30th  August, 
1784,  as  also  lard,  butter,  salted  salmon,  and  can- 
dles, shall  be  admitted  in  the  ports  of  said  Co- 
lonies exempt  from  all  duties.  The  same  ex- 
emption shall  extend  to  the  French  vessels  laden 
with  the  same  articles,  and  coming  from  a  forei{;n 
port 

Art.  2.  The  captains  of  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  who,  having  brought  into  the  French 
American  Colonies  the  objects  comprised  in  the 
above  article,  wish  to  return  to  the  territory  of 
the  said  States,  may  lade  in  the  said  Colonies,  in- 
dependent of  sirups,  rum,  taffias,  and  French  me^ 
chandises,  a  quantity  o^  coffee  equivalent  to  the 
one-fiftieth  of  the  tonnage  of  every  vessel,  as  also 
a  quantity  of  sugar  equal  to  the  one-tenth,  on  con- 
forming to  the  following  articles : 

Abt.  8.  Every  captain  of  an  American  vesel, 
who  wishes  to  make  returns  to  the  United  States 
of  coffee  and  sugar  of  the  French  Colonies,  shall 
make  it  appear  that  his  vessel  entered  therein 
with  at  least  two-thirds  of  her  cargo,  according  to 
article  1.  For  this  purpose,  he  shiJl  be  obliged 
to  transmit,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  bis 
arrival,  to  the  custom-house  of  the  place  he  may 
land  at,  a  certificate  of  the  marine  agents,  esta- 
blishing the  guage  of  his  vessel  and  the  effective 
tonnage  of  her  cargo.  The  heads  of  the  said  cus- 
tom-houses shall  assure  themselves  that  the  expor- 
tation of  the  sugars  and  coffee  does  not  exceed  the 
proportion  fixed  by  the  second  article  of  the  pre- 
sent decree. 

Art.  4.  The  captains  of  vessels  of  the  United 
States  of  America  shall  not  pay,  on  going  from 
the  islands,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Repabnc,  but 
a  duty  of  6  livres  per  quintal  of  indigo,  10  lints 
per  thousand  weight  of  cotton,  5  livres  per  thou- 
sand weight  of  coffee,  6  livres  per  thousand  weight 
of  brown  and  clayed  sugars,  and  50  sols  per  thou- 
sand weight  of  raw  sugar.    Every  other  merchao- 
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dise  shall  be  exempt  from  dutj  on  going  out  of  the 
Colonies. 

Art.  5.  The  sugars  and  coffee  which  shall  be 
Iiden  shall  pay  at  the  custom-houses  which  are 
established  in  the  colonies,  or  that  shall  be  esta- 
blished, in  addition  to  the  duties  above  fixed,  t^ose 
imposed  by  the  law  of  19th  March,  1791,  on  the 
sugars  and  cofibe  imported  from  the  said  Colonies 
to  France,  and  oohformablj  to  the  same  law. 

Art.  6.  The  captains  of  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  who  wish  to  lade  merchandises  of  the  said 
Colonies,  for  the  ports  of  France,  shall  furnish  the 
custom-house  at  the  place  of  departure  with  the 
bonds  required  of  the  masters  of  French  vessels, 
bj  the  second  article  of  the  law  of  10th  Julj,  1791, 
to  secure  the  unlading  of  these  merchandises  in  the 
ports  of  the  Republia 

Art.  7.  The  vessels  of  the  nations  with  whom 
the  French  Republic  is  not  at  war  maj  cany  to 
the  French  American  Colonies  all  the  objects  desig- 
nated by  the  present  decree.  They  may  also  bring, 
into  the  ports  of  the  Republic  only,  all  the  produc- 
tions of  the  said  Colonies,  on  the  conditions 
announced  in  the  said  decree,  as  well  as  that  of 
19th  of  February. 

Copy  conformable  to  the  original 

GENET. 

That  he  has  not  received  ofiScially  any  copy  of 
the  decree  said  to  have  been  rendered  by  the  same 
Assembly  on  the  27th  day  of  July  last,  subjecting 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  laden  with  provi- 
sions to  be  carried,  aeainst  their  will,  into  the 
ports  of  France,  and  those  having  enemy  goods 
on  board  to  have  such  goods  taken  out  as  legal 
prize. 

That  an  ordinance  has  been  passed  by  the  Go- 
Ternment  of  Spain,  on  the  9th  day  of  June  last, 
the  substance  of  which  has  been  officially  commu- 
nicated to  him  in  the  following  words,  to  wit : 

Extract  of  an  Ordinanu  for  regulating  pr<nu 
tionally  the  eommeree  of  L<mkiana  and  the 
Floridas,  dated  the  dth  ofjune^  1798. 

The  preamble  states  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Louisiana,  being  deprived  of  their  commerce  with 
France,  (on  account  of  the  war,)  as  allowed  by  the 
ordinance  of  January,  1782,  ^,  His  ICaJesty  con- 
sidering that  they  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Flori- 
das  cannot  subsist  without  the  means  of  disposing 
of  their  productions  and  of  acquiring  those  neces- 
sary for  their  own  consumption ;  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  increase  the  national  commerce — the  com- 
merce of  those  provinces  and  their  agriculture — has 
directed  the  following  articles  to  be  provisionally 
observed: 

The  inhabitants  of  the  above-mentioned  pro- 
vinces to  be  allowed  to  commerce  freely  both  in 
Europe  and  America  with  all  friendly  nations 
who  have  treaties  of  commerce  with  Spain ;  New 
Orleans,  Pensacola,  and  St  Augustine,  to  be  ports 
for  that  purpose.  No  exception  as  to  the  articles 
to  be  sent  or  to  be  received.  Every  vessel,  how- 
ever, to  be  subjected  to  touch  at  Corcubion,  in 
Gallicia,  or  Alicant,  and  to  take  a  permit  there, 
without  which,  the  entry  not  to  be  allowed  in  the 
ports  above  mentioned. 


The  articles  of  this  commerce,  carried  on  thus 
direcUy  between  those  provinces  and  foreigii  na- 
tions to  pay  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent  importa- 
tion and  six  per  cent  exportation,  except  liegreeSi 
who  may  be  imported  free  of  duty.  The  produc- 
tions and  silver  exported  to  purchase  those  ne- 
groes to  pay  the  six  per  cent  exportation  duty. 
The  exportation  of  silver  to  be  allowed  for  this 
purpose  only. 

The  commerce  between  Spain  and  those  pro- 
vinces to  remain  free.  Spaniards  to  be  allowed 
to  observe  the  same  rules  and  to  fit  out  from  the 
same  ports  (in  vessels  wholly  belonging  to  them, 
without  connexion  with  foreigners)  for  those  pro- 
vinces as  for  the  other  Spanish  Colonies. 

To  remove  all  obstades  to  this  commerce,  all 
sorts  of  merchandise  destined  for  Louisiana  and 
the  Floridas  (even  those  whose  admission  is  pro- 
hibited for  other  places)  may  be  entered  in  the 
ports  of  Spain,  and,  in  like  manner,  tobacco  and 
all  other  prohibited  articles  may  be  imported  into 
Spain  from  these  provinces,  to  be  re-exported  to 
foreign  countries. 

To  improve  this  commerce  and  encourage  the 
agriculture  of  those  provinces,  the  importation  of 
foreign  rice  into  the  ports  of  Spain  is  prohibited, 
and  a  like  preference  shall  be  given  to  the  other 
productions  of  these  provinces,  when  they  shall 
suffice  for  the  consumption  of  Spain. 

All  articles  exported  from  Spain  to  these  pro- 
vinces shall  be  free  of  dutr  on  exportation,  and 
such  as  being  foreign,  shall  have  paid  duty  on  im- 
portation into  Spain,  shall  have  it  restored  to  ex- 
porters. 

These  foreign  articles,  thus  exported,  to  pay  a 
duty  of  three  per  cent  on  entry  in  those  provinces. 
Those  which  are  not  foreign  to  be  free  of  duty. 

The  articles  exported  from  those  provinces  to 
Spain  to  be  free  of  duty,  whether  consumed  in 
Spain  or  re-exported  to  foreign  countries. 

Those  Spanish  vessels  which,  having  gone  from 
Spain  to  those  provinces,  should  desire  to  bring 
back  productions  from  thence  directly  to  the  fo- 
reign ports  of  Europe,  may  do  it  on  paying  a  duty 
of  exportation  of  three  per  cent 

All  vessels,  both  Spanish  and  foreign,  sailing  to 
those  provinces,  to  beprohibited  from  touching  at 
any  other  port  in  His  Migesty's  American  Do- 
miniona 

No  vessel  to  be  fitted  out  from  New  Orieans, 
Pensacola,  or  St  Augustine,  for  any  of  the  Spanish 
islands  or  other  Dominions  in  America,  except  for 
some  urgent  cause,  in  which  case  only  the  respec- 
tive Governors  to  give  a  permission,  but  without 
allowing  any  other  articles  to  be  embarked  than 
the  productions  of  those  provinces. 

All  foreign  vessels  purchased  by  His  Majesty's 
subjects,  and  destined  for  this  commerce,  to  be  ex- 
empted from  those  duties  to  which  they  are  at  pre- 
sent subjected,  they  proving  that  they  are  absolute 
and  sole  proprietors  thereof 

He  takes  this  occasion  to  note  an  act  of  the 
British  Parliament,  of  the  28  George  III.,  chap.  6, 
which,  though  passed  before  the  epoch  to  which 
his  report  aforesaid  n^lated,  had  escaped  his  re- 
searches.   The  effect  of  it  was  to  convert  the  pro- 
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clamations  regulating  our  direct  interoourse  with 
their  West  Indian  islands  into  a  standing  law,  and 
80  far  to  remove  the  anfaYorable  dtstiDction  be- 
tween us  and  foreign  nations,  stated  in  the  report, 
leaving  it,  however,  in  full  force  as  to  our  circuit- 
ous intercourse  with  the  same  islands,  and  as  to  our 
Smeral  intercourse,  direct  and  circuitous,  with 
reat  Britain  and  all  her  other  Dominions. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
December  80, 1798. 


SPOLIATIONS  ON  OOMMEROE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  ffoiue  of  E^eeentatwee : 

The  Secretary  of  State  having  reported  to  me 
upon  the  several  complaints  which  have  been 
loidged  in  this  office  against  the  vexations  and 
spoliations  on  our  commerce  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  European  war,  I  transmit  to  you  a 
copy  of  his  statement,  together  with  the  docu- 
ments upon  which  it  is  founded. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

United  States,  March  5, 1794. 

Philadelphia,  March  2, 1794. 

Sir:  In  your  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Coa- 
gress,  on  the  5th  of  December,  1798,  you  inform 
them,  that  "  The  vexations  and  spoliations  under- 
stood to  have  been  committed  on  our  vessels  and 
commerce  by  the  cruisers  and  officers  of  some  of 
the  belligerent  Powers,  appeared  to  require  atten- 
tion: That  Uie  proo&  of  these,  however,  not 
having  been  brought  forward,  the  description  of 
dtizens,  supposed  to  have  suffered,  were  notified, 
that  on  furnishing  them  to  the  Executive,  due 
measures  would  be  taken  to  obtain  redress  of  the 
past,  and  more  effectual  provisions  against  the 
future,''  and  that  **  should  such  documents  be  fur- 
nished, proper  representations  will  be  made  there- 
on, with  a  just  reliance  on  a  redress  proportioned 
to  the  exigency  of  the  case," 

On  my  succession  to  the  Department  of  State,  I 
found  a  large  volume  of  complaints — which  the 
notification  had  collected — against  severities  on 
our  trade,  various  in  their  kind  and  degreei  Hav- 
ing reason  to  presume,  as  the  &ct  has  proved, 
that  every  day  would  increase  the  catalogue,  I 
have  waited  to  digest  the  mass,  until  time  should 
have. been  allowed  for  exhibiting  the  diversified 
forms  in  which  our  commerce  has  hourly  suffered. 
Every  information  is  at  length  obtained  which  may 
be  expected. 

The  sensations  excited  by  the  embarrassments, 
danger,  and  even  ruin,  which  threaten  our  trade, 
cannot  be  better  expressed  than  in  the  words  of 
the  committee  of  Philadelphia.  After  enumerat- 
ing  particular  instances  of  iqjury,  their  repre- 
sentation to  Government  proceeds  thus:  *'0n 
these  cases,  which  are  accompanied  by  the  legal 
proofe,  the  committee  think  it  unnecessary  to  en* 
large,  as  the  inferences  will,  of  course,  occur  to 
the  Secretary ;  but  they  beg  leave  to  be  permitted 


to  state  other  circumstanoefl^  which,  though  not  in 
legal  proof,  are,  either  of  such  public  notorietv,  m 
to  render  legal  pnx^  unnecessary,  or  so  vouched  to 
the  committee  as  to  leave  them  in  no  doubt  of  tht 
truth  of  them. 

*'  It  has  become  a  practice  for  many  of  the  prin- 
teers  of  the  belligerent  Powers  to  send  into  port 
all  American  vessels  they  meet  with,  bound  froo 
any  of  the  French  ports  in  the  West  Indies  to  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  poatively  asserted,  that  the 
owners,  or  some  of  them,  have  given  general  io- 
structions  to  their  captains  to  &at  effect  And 
though  many  of  those  vessels  have  been  afterwards 
liberated,  yet  the  loss  by  plunder,  detention,  and 
expense,  is  so  great  as  to  render  it  ruinous  to  the 
American  owner.  In  many  cases,  where  the  cu^ 
goes  have  been  valuable,  the  owners  of  the  prin- 
teers,  after  acquittal,  have  lodged  appeals  whkh 
they  never  intended  to  prosecute,  bat  merelj  with 
a  view  of  getting  the  pn^erty  into  their  hiods 
upon  a  valuation  made  so  unfairly  aa  to  insure  thea 
a  considerable  profit,  even  if  they  should  be  finally 
made  liable. 

"  Fourteen  days  only  are  allowed  to  an  Amen- 
can  owner  to  make  his  claim,  which  renders  it 
impossible  for  him,  except  he  is  on  the  spot,  and 
every  difficulty  which  a  combination  of  interested 
persons  can  devise,  is  thrown  in  the  way  to  pre- 
vent his  getting  security,  and  in  few  instances  can 
it  be  done,  but  by  making  over  his  ve<»els  andca^ 
go  to  the  securities,  and  therebv  subjecting  him- 
self to  the  heavy  additional  charge  of  comiDis- 
sion,  insurance,  &c  It  may  be  added,  that  the 
most  barefaced  bribery  is  sometimes  practti»ed  to 
prevail  on  unwary  boys,  or  those  who  know  little 
of  the  obligation  of  an  oath,  to  induce  them  to  pn 
testimony  m  favor  of  the  captors. 

'*  Besides  the  cases  here  enumerated,  the  com- 
mittee have  information  of  a  number  of  vess^ 
belonging  to  this  port  being  captured  and  carried 
into  different  ports ;  but  as  the  legal  proo&  are  aot 
come  forward,  they  forbear  to  mention  them. 

.  **  It  is  proper,  however,  for  them,  to  add,  that 
brides  the  loss  of  property  occasioned  by  th<»e 
unjust  captures  and  detentions,  the  masters  and 
crews  of  the  vessels  are  frequentiy  subjected  to 
insults  and  outrages  that  must  be  shocking  td 
Americans.  Of  this,  the  case  of  Captain  Wal* 
Uce  is  an  instance.  There  are  others  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  committee,  of  which  they  only 
wait  the  legal  proof,  to  lay  them  before  the  SecR- 
tary. 

"To  this  last  list  of  grievances,  the  committee 
are  sorry  to  find  it  their  duty  to  add,  that  by  reason 
of  the  vexation,  loss,  and  outrages,  suffered  by  the 
merchants  of  the  United  Stat»,  its  commerce  al- 
ready begins  to  languish,  and  its  products  are  likely 
to  be  left  upon  the  hands  of  those  who  raise  thea 
Prudent  men  doubt  the  propriety  of  hazardu^ 
thmr  property,  "when  they  find  that  the  strictest 
conformity  with  the  Laws  of  Nations,  or  of  their 
own  country,  will  not  protect  them  fiwn  the  rape- 
city  of  men  who  are  neither  restrained  by  the  pno* 
ciples  of  honor,  nor  by  laws  suffidently  coercive 
to  give  security  to  those  who  are  not  subjects « 
the  same  Government 


1305 


APPENDIX. 


1806 


SpoUationB  on  Commerce, 


"The  committee  conolude  this  representation 
with  an  assurance,  that  they  have  in  no  degree  ex- 
iggerated  in  the  statement  they  have  made,  and 
that  they  will  continue  to  communicate  all  such  in- 
formation as  they  may  further  receiye ;  of  which 
nature,  before  the  dodng  of  this  report,  they  are 
aorry  to  add,  is  that  of  the  irruptions  of  the  Alge- 
rines  from  the  Mediterranean,  in  consequence  of  a 
trace  concluded  with  that  Regency,  it  is  said,  by  the 
British  Minister,  on  behalf  of  Portugal  and  Holland. 
This  alarming  eyent,  to  which  some  American 
ships,  we  hear,  haye  already  become  victims,  is  of 
80  distressing  a  nature,  as  must  soon  deprive  us  of 
gome  of  the  most  lucrative  branches  of  our  com- 
merce, if  not  speedily  checked  or  prevented.  The 
immediate  rise  it  has  produced  in  insurance,  and 
the  fears  it  may  instil  into  our  seamen  and  com- 
manders, are  of  a  nature  highly  deserving  the  seri- 
ous consideration  of  Government,  on  whose  pro- 
tection and  zeal  for  the  interests,  commercial  and 
agricultural,  of  the  country,  the  committee  implicitly 
rely." 

Iq  a  supplementary  letter,  the  committee  of 
Philadelphia  make  this  conclusion:  **That  the 
cases  which  they  recite,  and  others  less  formally 
announced,  serve  to  show,  that  there  are  frequent 
instances  of  suppression  of  papers,  registers,  Jbc, 
Yeiy  prejudicial  to  our  shipping  on  their  trials, 
and  of  injuries  by  the  destruction  of  letters  to  the 
general  correspondence  of  the  country  with  foreign 
nations." 

When  we  examine  the  documents  which  have 
been  transmitted  from  different  parts  of  ^e  Union, 
we  find  the  British,  the  French,  the  Spaniards,  and 
the  Dutch,  charged  with  attacks  upon  our  com- 
merce. 

It  is  urged  against  the  British, 

1.  That  their  privateers  plunder  the  American 
vessels,  throw  them  out  of  their  course,  by  forcing 
them,  upon  groundless  suspicion,  into  ports  other 
than  those  to  which  they  were  destined;  detain 
them,  even  after  the  hope  of  a  regular  confiscation 
is  abandoned;  by  their  negligence,  while  they 
hold  the  possession,  expose  the  cargoes  to  damage 
and  the  vessels  to  destruction,  and  maltreat  their 
crews. 

2.  That  British  ships-of-war  have  forcibly  seized 
pariners  belonging  to  American  vessels  and  in  one 
instance,  under  the  protection  of  a  Portuguese 
fort. 

3.  That  by  British  regulations  and  practice  our 
com  and  provisions  are  driven  from  the  ports  of 
France,  and  restricted  to  the  ports  of  the  British, 
or  those  of  their  friends. 

4.  That  our  vessels  are  not  permitted  to  go  from 
the  British  ports  in  the  Islands,  without  giving  se- 
curity (which  is  not  attainable  but  with  difSculty 
and  expense)  for  the  discharge  of  the  cargo,  in  some 
other  British  or  neutral  port 

5.  That  without  the  imputation  of  a  contra- 
band trade  as  defined  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  otir 
Teasels  are  captured  for  carrying  on  a  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  the  French  West  Indies, 
althoaeh  it  is  tolerated  b^  the  laws  of  the  French 
Hepobuc,  and  that  for  this  extraordinary  conduct, 
no  other  excuse  is  alleged  than  that  by  some 


edict  of  a  King  of  France,  this  intercourse  was  pro- 
hibited; and 

6.  That  the  conduct  of  the  Admiralty  in  the  Bri- 
tish Islands  is  impeachable  for  an  excess  of  rigor, 
and  a  departure  from  strict  Judicial  purity ;  and  the 
expenses  of  an  appeal  to  England  too  heavy  to  be 
encountered  under  all  the  circumstances  of  discou- 
ragement 

Against  the  French  it  is  urged, 

1.  That  their  privateers  harass  our  trade  no  less 
than  those  of  the  British. 

2.  That  two  of  their  ships-of-war  have  committed 
enormities  on  our  vessels. 

8.  That  their  Courts  of  Admiralty  are  guilty  of 
equal  oppression. 

4.  That  besides  these  points  of  accusation,  which 
are  common  to  the  French  and  British,  the  former 
have  infringed  the  treaty  between  the  Tinted  States 
and  them,  by  subjecting  to  seizure  and  condemna- 
tion our  vessels  trading  with  their  enemies  in  mer- 
chandise, which  that  treaty  declares  not  to  be  con- 
traband, and  under  circuznstances  not  forbidden  by 
the  Law  of  Nations. 

5.  That  a  very  detrimental  embargo  has  been  laid 
upon  large  numbers  of  American  vessels  in  the 
French  ports  ;*  and 

6.  That  a  contract  with  the  French  Govern- 
ment for  coin  has  been  discharged  in  depreciated 
assignats. 

Against  the  Spaniards  the  outrages  of  privateers 
are  urged ; 

And  against  the  Dutch,  one  condemnation  in  the 
Admiralty  is  insisted  to  be  unwarrantable. 

Under  this  complication  of  mischief,  which  per^ 
secutes  our  commerce,  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  submit  to 
your  consideration,  whether  representations  as  far 
as  facts  may  justify,  ought  not  to  be  immediately 
pressed  upon  the  foreign  Governments,  in  those  of 
the  preceding  cases,  for  which  they  are  respon- 
sible. 

Among  these,  I  class,  1.  The  violences  perpe- 
trated by  public  ships-of-war.  2.  Prohibitions,  or 
regulations  inconsistent  with  the  Laws  of  Nations. 
8.  The  improper  conduct  of  Courts.  4.  Infractions 
of  Treaty.  6.  The  imposition  of  embargoes ;  and, 
6.  The  breach  of  public  contracts.  How  far  a  Go- 
vernment is  liable  to  redress  the  rapine  of  privateers, 
depends  upon  the  peculiarities  of  the  case.  It  is 
incumbent  upon  it,  however,  to  keep  its  Courts 
freely  open,  and  to  secure  an  impartial  hearing 
to  the  injured  applicant  If  the  rules  prescribed 
to  privateers  be  too  loose,  and  opportunities  of  plun- 
der or  ill  treatment  be  provoked  from  that  cause,  or 
from  the  prospect  of  impunity,  it  is  impossible  to 
be  too  strenuous  in  remonstrating  against  this  for- 
midable evil. 

Thus,  sir,  have  I  reduced  to  general  heads  the 
particular  complaints,  wiUiout  making  any  inquiry 
into  the  &cts  beyond  the  allegations  of  the  parties 
interested. 

I  will  only  add,  that  your  Message  seems « to 
promise  to  Congn^  some  statement  upon  these 
subjects. 

*  Th«i«  it  retaon  to  b6li«v«  that  the  emVano  was  rMnored  la 
DeoemlMr  laat,  aod  the  detentloii  Qomp«iuatea  bj  an  ord«r  of  the 
Oommlttoa  of  PubUo  Safetj  in  Franoo. 
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I  haye  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  with  the  highest  re- 
spect, your  most  obedient  serrant, 

EDMUND  RANDOLPH. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 


INCREASE  OF  DUTIES. 

[Communicated  to  the   Houm    of   RepresentatiTes, 

April  17. 1794,] 

Mr.  William  Smitb,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any  or  what  farther  reyenues  are 
necesaary  for  the  support  of  the  public  credit,  and  if 
further  revenues  are  necessaiy,  to  report  the  ways 
and  means,  mode  the  following  Report : 

That,  on  referring  to  the  estami||be  laid  before  the 
Legislature  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  they 
find  that  the  revenues  to  the  end  of  the  year  1794, 
are  estimated  to  produce        -        -  $6,618,684  19 

And  that,  for  the  support  of  QoTem- 
ment.  Military  Establishment,  and 
other  services  desi^ated  by  law, 
previous  to,  and  during  the  present 
session,  there  would  be. wanting 


the  sum  of 


-  $7,044,217  98 


And  that  further  sums  will  probably 
be  requisite  for  which  provision 
ought  to  be  made,  viz :  for  the  ad- 
dition to  the  Military  Establish- 
ment, provisional  force,  and  ex- 


penses of  militia  - 


-   $660,000  00 


That  the  estimated  product  of  the 
impost  being  made  at  a  time  when 
our  commerce  was  unembarrassed, 
and  no  interruption  of  it  contem- 
plated, the  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  a  deduction  should  be 
made  on  that  account,  of  $1,800- 
000;  from  which  it  results,  that 
there  is  a  deficiency  of  funds  to 
answer  the  demands  of  the  present 
year,  of  $2,376  79 ;  but,  as  the 
sum  of  one  mUlion  provided  for 
foreign  intercourse,  is  directed  to 
be  borrowed,  if  wanting,  the  com- 
mittee have  deducted  that  sum, 
except  $160,000  for  the  interest 
arising  thereon,  which  leaves  the 


sum  to  be  provided 


-  $1,485,688  79 


To  raise  which  sum,  the  oommitiee  propose  that 
there  be  raised,  by  additional  impost  and  ton- 
nage        $892,500 

On  carriages,  wagons,  carts,  and  drays 
excepted       -        -        -,       -        -        150,000 

On  stamps 100,000 

On  sales  at  auction  .  -  .  .  100,000 
On  manu&ctured  tobacco  and  snuff  -  100,000 
On  loaf  and  lump  sugars   •        -       -         50,000 


On  licenses  for  retailing  wines  and 
tnied  spirits  -        .        -        - 


By  direct  taxes  on  lands    - 


100,00<^ 


$998,500 


7 


50,00(^ 


$1,743,500 


Which  sums  exceed  the  eorrent  demtnds, 
$806,866  21 ;  but  as  the  estimates  on  most  of  the 
articles  are  conjectural,  and  without  sufficient  data 
for  obtaining  a  correct  opinion  as  to  the  probable; 
amount,  the  comnuttee  have  thought  it  more  expe- 
dient to  provide  for  a  surplus  than  suffer  the  reve- 
nue to  prove  deficient ;  and,  in  oonformity  with  the 
foregoing^  estimates,  they  submit  the  following  re- 
solutions : 

Beeohed^  That,  firom  and  after  the day  ol 

next,  there  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid, 

upon  the  following  articles,  imported  into  the 
United.  States  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  Usited 
States,  with  an  addition  of  one-tenth  per  cent  on 
like  articles  imported  in  any  other  ships  or  vessels, 
the  several  duties  hereinafter  mentioned,  over  and 
above  duties  now  paid,  to  be  levied,  collected,  and 
paid  in  the  same  manner,  by  the  same  officers,  sub- 
ject to  the  same  penalties,  and  entitled  to  drawbacks, 
as  the  same  articles  are  now  subject  and  entitled  to, 
viz: 

On  boots,  per  pair,  twenty-five  cents. 

On  shoes  and  slippers,  for  men  and  women,  and 
on  dogs,  and  golo  shoes,  per  pair,  five  cents. 

On  shoes  and  slippers  for  children,  per  pair,  three 
cents. 

On  millinery,  ready  made,  artificial  flowers,  fea- 
thers, and  other  ornaments  for  women*s  head- 
dresses, and  on  dolls,  dressed  and  ondressed^  5  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

On  cast,  slit,  and  rolled  iron,  and  generally  on  all 
manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  tin,  pewter,  copper, 
brass,  or  of  which  either  of  those  metals  is  the  ar- 
ticle of  chief  value,  hot  being  otherwise  partico- 
larly  enumerated,  (brass  and  iron  wire,  locksi 
hinges,  hoes,  anvils,  and  vices,  excepted,)  6  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

On  carpets  and  carpeting,  5  per  cent  ad  vakirem. 

On  leather,  tanned  or  tawed,  and  generally  til 
manufactures  of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is  tbc 
article  of  chief  value,  not  otherwise  particolartj 
enumerated,  6  per  cent  ad  ^orenL 

On  medicinal  drugs,  except  those  oommoolT 
used  in  d  veing ;  on  mats  and  floor  doths ;  on  htts^ 
caps,  and  bonnets,  of  every  sort^  fbr  women ;  oo 
gloves,  mittens,  stockings,  fims,  buttons,  of  trtrj 
kind,  buckles,  (shoe  and  knee,)  5  per  cent  ai 
valorem. 

On  sheathing  and  cartridge  ptcper*^  on  all  pov- 
derg,  pastes,  bails,  balsams,  (Hntments,  oils,  waters, 
washes,  tinctures,  essences,  or  other  preparatioai 
or  compositions,  commonly  called  sweet  scents  or 
odors,  perfumes,  or  cosmetics ;  and  on  all  denti- 
fnces,  powders,  or  preparationa  I6r  the  teeth  or 
gums,  5  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  gold,  silver,  or  phvted  wares,  gold  and  silwr 
lace,  jewelry,  and  paste  woric,  dodu  and  waicb^ 
and  the  parts  of  dUier,  6  per  cent  ad  Talorem. 
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On  grooeries,  to  wit :  dnnamoD,  doves,  mace» 
nntmegfi,  ginger,  aniseed,  enrrants,  dates,  prunes, 
nisins,  sngai^candy,  oranges,  lemons,  limes,  and 
generally  all  fimits  and  comfits,  oliyes,  capers, 
pickles  of  everr  sort,  oil,  and  mustard  in  flour,  5 
per  cent,  ad  Talorem. 

On  all  marble,  slate,  or  other  stone,  on  bricks, 
tOes,  tables,  mortars,  and  other  stone,  and  gene- 
rally all  stone  and  earthen  ware,  5  per  cent  ad 
Talorem. 

On  cabinet  wares,  and  all  manufactures  of  wood, 
or  of  which  wood  is  the  material  of  chief  value,  6 
per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  carriages,  and  parts  of  carriages,  4i  per 
cent 

On  all  manu&etuies  of  cotten  or  linen,  or  of  mus- 
lins of  cotton  and  linen,  or  of  which  cotton  or  lin- 
en is  the  material  of  chief  value,  being  printed, 
itained,  or  colored,  2i  per  cent. 

On  coffee,  per  pound,  1  cent 

On  cocoa,  per  pound,  2  cents. 

On  cheese,  per  pound,  3  cents. 

On  salt  per  bushel,  3  cents. 

On  the  tonnaee  of  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
States  employed  in  foreign  trade,  six  cents  per 
ton. 

On  all  other  ships  or  vessels,  25  cents  per  ton. 

Ettolved^  That,  after  the day  of ,  every 

person  keeping  a  carriage,  for  the  conveying  of 
persons,  for  their  own  use,  shall  notify  the  same  at 
some  office  which  may  be  designated  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  shall  pay,  annually. 

For  a  coach,  10  dollars. 

For  a  chariot,  8  dollars. 

For  any  other  four-wheeled  carriage,  6  dollars. 

For  a  chaise,  or  other  two  wheeled  carriage,  2 
dollars. 

With  an  addition  of  one-fourth,  where  two  car- 
riages shall  be  kept  bv  one  person ;  of  one-third, 
where  three  carriages  shall  be  kept  by  one  person ; 
and  of  one  half,  where  more  than  tl^ee  carriages 
are  kept  by  the  same  person. 

Betoived,  That  after  the day  of ,  there 

be  paid  the  following  stamp  duties : 

Letters  patent,  2  dollars. 

Exemplification  thereof,  1  dollar. 

Licenses  or  certificates  of  admission  of  solicitors, 
attorneys,  clerks,  advocates,  proctors,  and  other 
officers  of  Courts,  6  dollars. 

Ezemplifioation  under  the  seals  of  Courts,  50 
cents. 

Affidavits  and  affirmations,  except  those  before 
the  officers  of  the  public  revenue,  those  relative  to 
suits  pending  in  Courts,  to  be  used  therein,  and 
those  relative  to  criminal  proceedings,  10  cents. 

Deeds,  except  those  othwwise  particularly  rated, 
25  cents. 

Charter  parties,  1  dollar. 

Bottomrjr  and  respondentia  bonds,  1  dollar. 

Apprentices'  indentures,  15  cents. 

Certificates  of  debentures  for  drawbacks,  20 
cents. 

Bills  of  lading  coastwise,  except  for  vessels  go- 
mg  from  one  district  to  another  within  the  same 
State,  10  cents. 

Do.  fbreigOy  20  oents. 


Inventories  of  the  effects  of  deceased  persons,  or 
for  any  other  purpose  prescribed  by  law,  except  in 
cases  of  goods  distrained,  or  in  compliance  of  any 
agreement  between  two  or  more  persons,  10  cents. 
Bonds  for  the  security  of  money,  when  the  sum 
is  above  fifty,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, 20  cents. 

Above  one  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  25  cents. 

Above  five  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  30  cents. 
Above  one  thousand  dollars,  40  cents. 
Beceipts  for  legacies,  ;or  shares  of  personal  es-> 
tate,  in  cases  of  intestates,  where  the  sum  is  above 
fifty,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  25 
cents. 

More  than  one  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  50  cents. 

For  every  further  sum  above  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, 1  dollar. 

[Not  to  extend  to  wives,  children,  or  grand-chil- 
dren.] 
Notarial  acts,  25  cents.  « 

Letters  of  attorney,  25  cents. 
Policies  of  insurance,  firom  one  district  to  ano- 
ther in  the  United  States,  20  cents. 

To  and  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign 
country,  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars,  25  cents. 

For  every  further  sum  more  than  five  hundred 
dollars,  25  cents. 

For  every  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  or  up- 
wards, 1  dollar. 

Probates  of  wills,  and  letters  of  administration, 
50  cents. 

Mewhed,  That,  after  the day  of f  there 

shall  be  paid  on  all  sales  at  auction,  except  in  ca- 
ses of  property  sold  upon  execution,  or  by  virtue 
of  distresses  tor  rent  or  tax,  or  in  conseqaence  of 
bankruptcies,  and  legal  insolvencies,  or  where 
,  there  have  been  general  assignments  for  the  bene- 
fit of  creditors,  or  in  cases  where  ships  and  ffoods 
have  been  stranded  or  wrecked,  or  in  cases  of  sale 
by  executors  or  administrators,  or  of  produce  sold 
upon  the  land  where  it  is  produced,  at  the  rate  of 
1  per  cent 

Resolved^  That,  after  the  — — ,  day  of ,  there 

shall  be  paid  upon  all  tobacco  nianufactured  in  the 
United  States,  4  cents  per  pound. 
On  all  snufi^  8  cents  per  pound. 
That  every  manufiuiturer  of  tobacco  or  snuff, 
shall,  on  or  before  the day  of ,  make  en- 
try with  the  officer  of  inspection  of  the  district  in 
wnich  he  resides,  of  the  house  or  building  in  which 
the  manufactory  is  carried  on,  and  shall  enter  into 
bond,  with  sufficient  surety,  to  render  a  faithful 
account  every  three  months,  of  the  ^uantit^  of 
tobacco  or  snuff  sold  or  sent  out,  within  that  pe- 
riod. 

That,  previous  to  taking  in  any  tobacco  for  the 
purpose  of  being  manufiuitured,  he  shall  notify  the 
same  to  the 'office  of  inspection,  and  shall  keep  a 
book  in  which  shall  be  entered  dail^  the  quantity 
of  tobacco  or  snuff  sold  or  sent  out  in  each  day. 

B$$ohedt  That  there  be. laid  an  additional  duty 
of  four  cents  per  pound  upon  all  tobacco,  eight 


1311 


APPENDIX. 


1312 


Balances  due  to  andfrwn  the  eeveral  Statee — Public  Debt, 


cents  per  pound  on  all  snuff,  and  two  cents  per 
pound  on  all  refined  sugar  imported  into  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  after  the day  of . 

Reeohed^  That,  after  the dav  of ,  there 

be  paid  on  all  sugars  refined  within  the  United 
States,  2  cents  per  pound. 

Jieeohed,  That  after  the day  of ,  every 

person  selling  distilled  spirits,  or  wines,  for  con- 
sumption out  of  their  own  dwellings,  distilled 
spirits  in  less  quantity  than  twenty  gallons,  wines 
in  less  quantity  than  thirt]^  gallons,  except  in  the 
original  cask  or  packa^  in  which  thejr  were  im- 
ported, shall  take  out  licenses  to  authorize  the  sale 
of  such  distilled  spirits  and  wines,  and  shall  pay, 
annually,  for  a  license  to  sell  all  foreign  distilled 
spirits,  5  dollars. 

For  a  license  to  sell  all  wines,  6  dollars. 

Reiolvedy  That  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  be  raised  by  direct  tax,  for 
the  year  1794,  to  be  apportioned  among  the  States, 
agreeably  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. 


*  APPROPBIATIONS. 

1.  Appropriations  for  the  support  of 

Government      .  -  - 

2.  Do.  for  War  Department,  includ- 

ing fortifications 

3.  Interest  on  Public  Debt  - 

4.  Frigates  -  -  -  - 
6.  Appropriations  for  foreign  inter- 
course      -           -           -  - 

6.  Arsenals,  &c.       .  .  - 

7.  Addition  to  the  Military  Estab- 

lishment, &c    - 


-  $521,447  24 

1,629,936  01 

2,849,194  73 

700,000  00 

1,000,000  00 
343,640  00 

650,000  00 


$6,694,217  98 


WATS  AND  MEANS. 


1.  Surplus  of  reyehae 

for  1793-  .$1,118,584  19 

2.  Probable  product  of 

impost  for  1794  -   3,300,000  00 
2.  Do.  excise  -  -      400,000  00 

4.  Probable  surpluses 
of  appropriations 
out  of  the  reve- 
nues of  1793       -      500,000  00 


5,318,584  19 


$2,375,633  79 


BALANCES  DUE  TO  AND  FROM  THE  SEVE- 
RAL  STATES. 

[Communicated  to  Ooogreas,  December  4, 1793.] 

OrFioB  or  m  CoMMisnoNias  or  Aooouim, 

Pbiladklpbia,  June  29,  1798. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  execute  the  several 
acta  of  Congress,  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  individual  Statei^  report: 

That  they  have  maturely  considered  the  claims 
of  the  several  States  against  the  United  States, 


and  the  charges  of  the  United  States  against  the 
individual  States. 

That  they  have  gone  through  the  proeess  pr»> 
scribed  in  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  Congresi, 
passed  the  5th  day  of  August,  1790,  (the  particii- 
lars  whereof  will  be  found  in  Book  A,  lodged  with 
the  papers  of  this  office  in  the  Treasary  Depart- 
ment,) and  find  that  there  is  due,  including  inter- 
est, to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1789,  to  the  State 
of— 
New  Hampshire  -  -  -        $75,055 

Massachusetts  ...  1,248,801 
Rhode  Island  ...  299.611 
Connecticut  ...  619,121 
New  Jersey         ...  49,6J0 

South  Carolina  ...  1,205,978 
Georgia  .  -  -  -  19.988 

And  that  there  is  due,  including  interest,  to  the 
3l8t  day  of  December,  1789,  from  the  State  of— 
New  York  -  -  -  $2,074,846 

Pennsylvania      ...  7fi,O09 

Delaware  ...        612,4^8 

Maryland  ...        151,640 

Virginia  -  -  -  -         100,879 

North  Carolina   -  -  -        501,082 

Which  several  sums  they,  by  virtue  of  the  au- 
thority to  them  delegated,  declare  to  be  the  finsl 
and  conclusive  balances  ^ne  to  and  from  the  seTe- 
ral  States. 

.  WM.  IRVINE, 
JOHN  KEAN, 
WOODBURY  LANGDON. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  on- 
ginaL 

B.  W.  DANBRIDGE, 
Secretary  to  the  President  qf  th«  U,  StattL 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

[Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatire^ 
December  16,  1794.] 

3Cr.  William  Smith,  from  the  Committee  appomted  to 
prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  redemption  of  the 
Public  Debt,  made  the  following  report : 

That,  from  the  documents  accompanying  tbti 
report,  marked  A  and  B,  it  appears  that  the  snr- 
plus  of  the  existing  revenues  beyond  the  probable 
expenditures  for  the  year  1795  and  to  the  succeed- 
ing years,  will  enable  the  Legislature  to  commence, 
during  the  year  1795,  and  to  continue  thereafter, 
the  payment  of  that  portion  of  the  Public  Debt 
which  the  Government  has  by  law  reserved  the 
right  to  redeem. 

The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  foUowisg 
resolution : 

Beeolvedf  That  there  be  appropriated,  ont  of  the 
rovenues  of  the  year  1795,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  two  dollars  on  every  hnnored  dollsrs 
of  Uie  amount  of  that  part  of  the  Public  Debt 
which  bears  an  actual  interest  of  six  per  eent,  the 

said  payment  to  be  made  on  the day  of  — 

next. 

The  committee  fiirther  report,  that  it  would,  is 
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their  opinion^  be  expedient  to  ftppropriAtey  until  the 
year  1801,  aU  the  reveniies  arising  from  the  duties 
utd  taxes  on  manufactured  sugar  and  snuff,  on 
licenses  for  retailing  wines  and  spirituous  liquors, 
on  sales  at  auction,  and  on  carriages,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  so  much  of  the  Public  Debt  as  the  Oo- 
Ternment  shall  annually  haye  a  right  to  redeem, 
and  for  that  purpose  to  prolong  Uie  duration  of 
the  said  duties  and  taxes  to  the  year  1801.  They 
therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Boohed,  That  the  scTeral  clauses  of  limitation 
in  the  acts  for  laying  duties  and  taxes  on  manu- 
&ctared  sugar  and  snuff,  on  licenses  for  retailing 
wines  and  spirituous  liquors,  on  sales  at  auction, 
and  on  carriages,  be  repealed;  that  the  said  several 
sets  be  continued  in  force  until  the  year  1801,  and 
that  the  moneys  arising  therefrom  be  appropriated 
to  the  discharge  of  that  portion  of  the  ^ubhc  Debt 
which  is  redeemable  by  law— subject,  however,  to 
a  substitution  of  other  duties  or  taxes  of  equal 
Tslne,  to  all  or  any  of  the  said  duties  and  taxes. 


The  following  resolutions,  as  connected  with 
this  subject,  are  also  submitted  by  the  committee : 

lUsofved,  That  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of 
last  session,  laying  adcutional  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  be  repealed ;  and  that  the 
duration  of  the  said  act  be  made  commensurate 
with  the  act  for  laying  such  duties,  passed  10th  of 
August,  1790,  entitled  "  An  act  making  farther 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States." 

Resolved,  That  the  surplus  of  revenue  which 
may  hereafter  exist,  after  satisfying  all  legal  ap- 
propriations, ought  to  be  annually  appropriated  to 
the  purchase  of  the  Public  Debt. 

The  prospect  of  an  approaching  peace  with  the 
Indian  tribes  having  suggested  to  the  committee 
the  propriety  of  resorting  to  the  Western  lands, 
as  an  auxiliary  resource  for  the  discharge  of  the 
Public  Debt,  they  recommend  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  provision  be  made  for  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  Western  Territory. 


UnsaHf/Sed  charges  upon  the  Revenue  at  the  thse  of  1703 

To  balance  of  unsatisfied  appromiations  at  the  end  of  the  year  1798,  ex- 
clusive of  the  balance  of  the  f'oreign  Fund  at  that  time 
From  which  is  deducted  balance  of  the  Interest  Fund,  then  remaining 
,  unexpended,  in  purchases  of  tiie  Domestic  Debt 


-  $2,878,882  80 


81,649  88 


To  balance  remaining  unexpended  of  the  prooeedfi  of  Foreign  Loans, 
transfierred  to  the  United  States  .  .  .  .  . 


Balance,  being  surplus  of  revenues  beyond  the  appropriations  stated  at 
theTreasniy,  to  theendof  theyear  1798       .  -  -  - 


Unexpended  Funds  at  the  dose  of  1793. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  December  31, 1793  -  .  .  . 

Amount  to  be  accounted  for  on  December  31,  1793  by  the  coUectors     - 

To  which  is  added  amount  of  warrants,  pasised  to  their  credit  in  the  year 

1793,  which  are  not  stated  in  the  Treasurer's  account,  till  the  year  1794 


$2,847,282  97 

-  1,257,608  68 
8,604^786  66 

-  2,487,181  07 
6,091,917  62 


From  which  is  deducted  amount  of  warrants  included  in  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  for  the  year  1793,  and  not  passed  to  the  credit  of  collectors, 
till  the  year  1794 

Amount  for  which  Supervisors  were  accountable  on  December  31, 1793. 
To  which  is  added  amount  of  warrants  credited  to  them  in  the  year 
1793,  not  stated  in  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  till  the  year  1794 


From  which  is  deducted  amount  of  warrants  included  in  the  Treasurer's  ^ 
accounts  for  the  year  1798,  paid  Supervisors  whose  accounts  have  not 
been  adjusted  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 


6,260,161  66 

46,886  94 

6,296,088  60 

170,082  48 

281,466  87 

1,804  04 

288,260  41 

71,010  60 


768,661  69 


6,126,006  12 


212,249  81 
6,091,917  62 


BSTIMATXD  CHARGES  UPON  THE  BKYENT7S  FOB  THE  TSA&  1794, 

Appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  1794.  via. : 
By  the  act  of  March  14,  1794,  for  the  support  of  Government  -        ^  -     $621,447  24 
For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  under  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  payable  out  of  any  unappropriated  moneys.    The  whole 
mm  appropriated  is  1,000,000  dollars,  of  which  the  domestic  revenue 
3d  Ode.- 
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will  probably  be  adequate  to  the  reimbursement  of  200,000  borrowed 
in  the  United  States  under  this  act,  and  which  sum  is,  therefore,  stated 

as  an  appropriation     -------  200,000  00 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  in  virtue  of  the  act  of 

July  1,  1790,  further  continued  by  this  act     -            -            -            -  40,000  00 

March  21,  for  Military  Establishment 1,629,986  01 

March  27,  for  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  Mijor  General  Lafayette       -  24,424  00 

April  2,  for  erecting  and  repairing  Arsenals       -           -            -            -  421,865  00 

April  6,  for  placing  buoys  oflf  the  narbor  of  New  London           -            -  2,600  00 

May  19,'  for  erecting  a  bght-house  on  the  island  of  Seguin        -            -  5,S00  00 

June  5,  for  certain  expenses  of  Commissioners  of  Loans             -            -  16,000  00 

June  9,  for  various  purposes       ------  l',292,137  88 

August  4,  1790,  interest  on  the  Domestic  and  Assumed  Debt9  for  the 
year  1794,  including  an  estimate  for  outstanding  balances  not  entitled     . 
to  a  dividend -     2,480,828  78 

Interest  on  Foreign  Debt,  for  1794,  as  estimated  ...       688,788  60 

Interest  on  temporary  Domestic  Loans  for  the  year  1794,  payable  out 

of  the  revenue,  viz. :  on  sums  remaining  due  at  different  periods— of 

400,000  dollars  received  on  account  of  the  Loan  of  528,500  dollars, 

authorized  by  the  act  of  May  2,  1792 — 

On  400,000  dollars  to  June  80, 1794       -  .  .       $20,000  00 

On  800,000  dollars  from  July  1  to  December  81  -  7,500  00 


14,152,601  0 


8,16i,0€8  SS 


On  sums  remaining  due  at  different  periods : 
Of  800,000  dollars  receiv^  on  the  Loan  of  that  amount, 
authorized  by  the  act  of  February  28, 1798,  on  800,000 
dollars  to  December  81,  1798  ...  18,888  88 

On  400,000  dollars  from  January  1  to  January  81,  1794; 
on  200,000  dollars  frx>m  February  1  to  June  18, 1794, 
when  the  Loan  was  discharged  ...  6,861  11 

On  sums  due  at  different  periods  of  the  Loan  of  1,000,000 

dollars,  authorized  by  the  act  of  March  27,  1794 : 
On  800,000  dollars  to  June  80,  1794      -  -  -  7,600  00 

On  1,000,000  dollars  from  July  1  to  October  1  -         12,500  00 

On  600,000  dollars  from  October  1  to  December  81        -  7,500  00 


27,500  00 


28,694  44 


27,500  00 


On  the  Loan  of  2,000,000  dollars  for  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which,  by  the  act  of  June  4, 1794,  is  payable  out  of  the  divi- 
dends credited  as  revenue,  and  contrai  computed  to  June  80, 1794,  the 
time  of  the  last  dividend 247»972  00 

On  1,000,000  dollars  received  on  a  Loan  of  that  amount, 
authorized  by  the  act  of  June  9,  1794,  on  200,000  dol- 
lars from  September  1  to  September  80,  1794  -  $883  SB 

On  100,000  dollars  from  October  1  to  December  81       -         12,500  00 

18,888  88 

Estimate  to  cover  the  interest  which  may  accrue  in  the  year  1794,  in  case 
the  sum  of  1,000,000  dollars  should  be  borrowed  for  the  expenses  of 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  under  the  authority  eiven  by  the  act 
of  March  20, 1794,  for  that  purpose,  which  interest  is  charged  upon 
the  domestic  revenue  by  the  act  of  June  9,  1794,  say  •  -         20,000  00 

869.999  7T 

7,676,67i  68 

Balance,  being  estimated  surplus  of  revenue  to  the  close  of  the  year  1794,  above  the 
appropriations  charged  thereon  .----..       842,4^^  9S 

$8,519,098  0« 


ESTIllATED  BEYENUE  OF  THE  TEAR  1794. 

Balance  stated  on  December  81, 1798,  as  surplus  of  revenue  beyond  the  appzopriatioiiB 
charged  at  the  Treasury,  to  said  period  -...-.  |2,487,181  tf7 
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Proceeds  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  during  the  year  1794,  exclusiye  of  drawbacks 
paid,  and  payable,  therefrom   ----....    5,250,000  00 

Proceeds  of  duties  on  distilled  spirits,  on  snuff,  sugar,  carriages,  goods  sold  at  auction, 
licenses,  estimated  at-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -       450,000  00 

Receipts  to  September  80,  1794,  viz: 
On  account  of  balances  arising  on  accounts  under  the  late  Goyemment  $698  50 

PosUge   ------.--  18,978  49 

Gtnts  and  half  cents        .......  8,88800 

Patents    -.-.-.-.-  890  00 

Dividends  on  Bank  stock  of  the  United  States  to  June  80, 1794  -  -        808,472  00 


881,916  99 


$8,519,098  06 
B.  X- 

BSTXMATBD  OHAEOBS  UPON  THE   RETENUK   FOR  THC  TBAE  1795. 

Appropriations -for  the  serrice  of  the  year  1795,  made  and  to  be  made,  yia: 
By  the  act  of  March  20,  1794,  for  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  in  Tirtae 

of  the  act  of  July  1,  1790,  further  continued  by  this  act         -  ...       $40,000  00 

For  the  Civil  Lists,  as  sUted  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury     ....       485,249  58 
For  miscellaneous  purposes,  ditto  -  -  -  -  -  •  •         82,004  18 

For  expenses  of  Commissioners  of  Loans,  for  clerk  hire  and  stationery,  in  case  the  same 

shall  be  authorized  by  law       ........         15,000  00 

For  interest  on  the  Domestic  and  Assumed  Debts,  and  on  credits  to  seyeral  States        -    2,896,741  74 
For  interest  on  the  Foreign  Debt  during  the  year  1795  .....       702,861  00 

For  interest  on  temporary  Domestic  Loans  during  the  year  1795,  estimated  at  2,000,000, 

at  five  per  cent  per  annum     ........       100,000  00 

For  the  Military  ^tablishment  during  the  year  1795,  including  six  months'  pay  and 

subsistence  of  the  Navy,  and  expenses  of  the  militia  expedition  in  1794  -  .     2,940,655  74 

6,661,512  14 
Balance,  being  estimated  surplus  of  revenue  to  the  dose  of  the  year  1795  .  -       510,918  24 

$7,172,425  88 


NoTB. — The  surplusses  of  certain  appropriations,  after  satisfying  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
made,  may  be  considered  as  an  additional  fund.  The  amount  cannot  be  ascertained  at  present,  but  may 
be  safely  calculated  at  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

SSTIMATBO  BBVKHUB  Of  THE  TBAB   1796. 

Estimated  surplus  of  revenue  at  the  close  of  the  year  1794,  above  the  appropriations 
charged  thereon  .........     $842^425  88 

Estimated  product  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  for  the  year  1795,  on  a  suppo- 
sition  that  the  additional  duties  imposed  during  the  last  session  of  Congress  will  pro- 
dace  500,000  dollars 5,500,000  00 

Estimated  product  of  inland  duties  for  the  year  1795,  on  distilled  spirits,  and  on  stills, 

which,  considering  the  impediments  attending  the  Importation  of  molasses  and  coarse 

sugars,  and  the  high  price  of  grain  at  present,  are  calculated  at       .        $100,000  00 

On  carriages     -  -  -  -  --  -  -  150,000  00 

On  sales  at  auction 40,000  00 

On  refined  sugars  and  snuff 90,000  00 

Oo  licenses  for  retailing  foreign  spirits  and  wines         ...  100,000  00 

780,000  00 

Estimated  surplus  of  the  Bank  dividend,  on  stock  held  bv  the  United  States,  above  the 
sum  which  will  be  due  for  interest  on  the  Loan  for  said  stock  ...        50,000  00 

$7,172,425  88 
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* 

1 

TuABumT  Depabtmemt,  January  16, 1795 

Sir:  I  beg  leave,  through  you,  to  inform  the 
Senate,  that,  pursuant  to  the  2a  section  of  the  act 
establishine  the  Treasury  Department,  which  ex- 

?res8ly  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
teasury  "  to  digest  and  prepare  plans  for  the  im- 
provement and  management  of  the  revenue  and 
for  the  support  of  Public  Credit,**  I  have  digested 
and  prepar^  a  plan,  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  re- 
venues, for  the  further  support  of  Public  Credit, 
which  is  ready  for  communication  to  the  Senate. 

This  plan  embraces  a  further  provision  for  the 
Subscribed  Debt;  a  provision  for  converting,  with 
the  consent  of  the  creditors,  the  Foreign  into  the 
Domestic  Debt;  a  provision  for  augmenting  the 
Sinkine  Fund,  so  aa  to  render  it  commensurate 
with  the  entire  Debt  of  the  United  States;  sug- 
gestions for  giving  effect  to  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, granting  a  million  of  dollars  for  the  purposes 
of  foreign  intercourse ;  with  some  auxiliary  propo- 
sitions. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  ob^ient  servant, 

ALBXANDBR  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 
To  the  YioB  PRBsmairr  of  the  United  Statee 
and  Preeident  qf  the  Senate, 


Trbasurt  Department,  January  20, 1796. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  Senate,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  plan  for  the  sup- 
port of  Public  Credit,  announced  in  my  Letter  of 
the  16ih  instant,  together  with  sundry  statements 
connected  with  it ;  and  to  be  your  most  obedient 
servant,  A.  HAMILTON. 

To  the  Vice  Prbsideiit  of  the  United  Statee 
and  PreMent  of  the  Senate, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectftiUy  makes 
the  following  Report  to  the  Senate : 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  with  that 
provident  concern  for  the  public  wel&re  which 
characterizes  all  his  conduct  was  pleased,  in  his 
Speech  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  session,  to  invite  their  at- 
tention to  the  adoption  of  a  definitive  plan  for  the 
redemption  of  the  Public  Debt,  and  to  the  con- 
summation of  whatsoever  may  remain  unfinished 
of  our  system  of  Public  Credit,  in  order  to  place 
that  Credit^  as  fiir  as  may  be   practicable,  on 
grounds  which  cannot  be  disturbed,  and  to  prevent 
that  progressive  accumulation  of  Debt,  which  must 
ultimately  endanger  all  Government 

It  was,  at  the  same  time,  very  justly  intima- 
ted, that  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
commencement  of  our  fiscal  measures,  (now  more 
than  four  years,}  has  so  far  developed  our  re- 
■ouroea,  as  to  open  the  way  to  the  important 
work.  And  it  is  matter  of  solid  consolation  that 
the  result,  presenting  a  state  of  our  finances,  pros- 
perous beyond  expectation,  solicits  the  public  coun- 
cils to  enter,  with  seal  and  decision,  upon  mea- 


sures commensurate  with  the  greatness  of  the  is- 
terests  to  be  promoted. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  conviction,  in  eoe- 
formity  with  the  suggestions  of  the  President,  and 
pursuant  to  the  duty  which  the  constitution  of  the 
Department,  as  by  law  established,  enjoins  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  has  employed 
himself  in  digesting  and  preparing  the  matenils 
of  a  plan  for  the  attainment  of  the  invaluable 
ends  which  are  recommended.  And  be  now  re- 
spectfully submits  them  to  the  consideratioo  of 
Congress. 

Towards  a  clear  and  distinct  conception  of  the 
means  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  these 
ends,  it  will  be  useful,  in  the  fint  place,  to  review 
what  has  been  heretofore  done.  This  will  be  pre- 
sented under  three  heads ; 

I.  The  revenues  which  have  been  established; 
n.  The  provisions  for  funding  the  Debt,  and  for 
the  payment  of  interest  upon  it; 

III.  The  provisions  for  reimbursing  and  extin- 
guishing the  Debt 

L  The  revenues  which  have  been  established 
appear  in  the  following  acts : 

1st  *'  An  act  for  laying  a  duty  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandises,  imported  into  the  United 
SUtes,*'  passed  June  the  1st,  1789.  This  act,  ss 
its  title  imports,  lays  various  specific  and  ad  valo- 
rem rates  on  all  luiieles  (with  exception  of  a  lew 
useful  to  agriculture  and  manu&ctnres)  imported 
from  foreign  countries.  The  lowest  ad  valorem 
rate  is  5  per  cent,  with  a  discount  of  10  per  cent 
in  favor  of  our  own  bottoms.  The  duration  as- 
signed these  duties  was  the  end  of  the  sessioD  of 
Congress  next  succeeding  the  1st  day  of  June, 
1796. 

2d.  "  An  act  imposing  duties  on  tonnage,"  passed 
July  20, 1789. 

This  act  Uiys  various  rates  of  dntf  on  the  tcn- 
nage  of  ships  and  vessels  entered  in  the  United 
States  from  foreign  countries,  and,  in  certain  cascs» 
in  one  part  of  the  United  States  to  another. 

Its  duration  was  indefinite,  no  limit  having  been 
assigned. 

Sd.  '*  An  act  impodng  duties  on  the  tonnage  of 
ships  and  vessels,"  passed  July  20, 1790. 

This  act  is  a  substitute  for  the  one  last  men- 
tioned,  pre«carving  the  same  rates  of  dubr,  but  ap- 
plying tnem,  in  some  instances  difierently.  It  is, 
like  the  former,  of  indefinite  duration. 

4th.  "  An  act  making  further  provision  for  tbe 
payment  of  the  Debts  of  the  United  States," 
passed  August  10,  1790. 

This  act  repeals,  after  the  last  of  December, 
1790.  the  duties  on  imported  articles,  laid  by  the 
act  above  cited,  and  substitutes  new  and  genmlj 
increased  rates,  specific  and  ad  valorem. 

The  lowest  ad  valorem  rate  in  this,  as  in  tiie  for- 
mer act,  is  five  per  cent ;  but  the  number  of  arti- 
cles to  which  it  applies  is  much  narrowed ;  and, 
instead  of  a  discount  in  fitvor  of  our  own  bottoms, 
an  addition  of  10  per  cent  is  made  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  foreign  bottoms. 

The  number  of  firee  articles  is  somewhat  ex- 
tended, in  further  encouragement  of  agrieultan 
and  manufiictures. 
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It  18  declared  that  the  duties  laid  by  thia  act  I 
shall   continue  till  the  Debts  and  purposes  for 
which  theT  are  appropriated  shall  be  satisfied; 
reserring,  howerer,  a  right  to  Congress  to  substi- 
tate  other  duties  or  taxes  of  equal  value. 

Sth.  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed  the  26th  of 
February,  1791. 

The  second  section  of  this  act  authorizes  the 
President  to  cause  a  subscription  to  be  made  to 
the  stock  of  the  Bank,  on  account  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  amount  of  $2,000,000;  and,  with  a 
▼iew  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  object,  to  bor- 
row of  the  Bank  $2,000,000,  to  be  reimbursed  in 
ten  equalyearlj  instalments. 

The  diflierence  between  the  interest  payable  on 
the  Loan  and  the  dividend  on  the  stock,  consti- 
tutes an  item  of  annual  income  to  the  United 
States.    Tt  is  unappropriated. 

6tb.  "An  act  repeiding,  ailer  the  last  day  of 
June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled 
spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying  others  in 
their  stead ;  and,  also,  upon  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating  the 
same,*^  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1791. 

Thia  act,  in  conformity  with  its  title,  repeals, 
after  June,  1791,  the  duties  on  imported  spirits, 
laid  by  the  act  of  the  10th  of  August,  1790,  and 
establishes,  in  lieu  of  them,  higher  rates,  namely, 
from  20  to  40  cents  per  gallon,  according  to  proof. 
It  also  lays  duties,  to  commence  at  the  same  time, 
upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States; 
namely,  on  those  from  foreign  materials  from  11 
to  30  cents,  according  to  proof;  on  those  from  do- 
mestic materials,  if  distilled  in  cities,  towns,  or 
Tillages,  from  9  to  25  cents  per  gallon,  according 
to  proof;  if  distilled  in  other  places,  it  imposes  a 
yearly  rate  of  60  cents  per  gallon  of  the  capacity 
of  each  still,  with  an  option  to  the  distiller  to  keep 
and  render  an  account  of  the  produce  of  his  still, 
&nd  to  pay  9  cents  per  gallon  of  the  quantity  of 
spirits  distilled  therein. 

These  duties  are  appropriated,  primarily,  in  the 
same  manner  and  to  the  same  purposes  as  those 
laid  on  imported  articles  by  the  act  of  the  10th  of 
August,  1790,  and  are  to  continue  for  the  same 
time,  with  the  like  reservation  of  a  right  to  sub- 
stitute other  duties  or  taxes  of  eaual  value.  There 
is  a  further  appropriation,  which  will  be  noticed 
hereafter. 

7th.  "  An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned/'  passed  Hay  2,  1792. 

This  act  repeals,  after  June,  1792,  the  former 
duties  on  a  number  of  imported  articles,  and  es- 
tablishes higher  duties  in  their  stead. 

It  extends,  among  other  things,  the  duties  on 
foreign  distilled  spirits,  laying  on  those  made  from 
grain  28  to  60  cents  per  gallon ;  on  others  25  to 
46  cents  per  gallon.  The  appropriation  and  dura- 
tion of  these  new  duties  are  conformable  and  co- 
extensive with  those  repealed.  There  is,  likewise, 
an  addition  of  21  per  cent  to  that  class  of  duties 
ad  valorem,  which  before  was  rated  at  6  per  cent., 
but  this  additional  duty  is  limited  to  the  term  of 
two  years. 


Out  of  the  surplus  of  these  duties,  after  satisfy- 
ing the  permanent  appropriations,  certain  gross 
sums  are  appropriated  ror  the  service  of  the  War 
Department 

8th.  '^  An  act  concerning  the  duties  on  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  SUtes,**  passed  May  8, 
1792. 

This  act  repeals,  after  the  last  day  of  June, 
1792,  the  former  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States  and  on  stills,  and,  instead  of 
them,  establishes  lower  duties^  namely,  on  those 
made  of  foreign  materials,  from  10  to  25  cents 
per  gallon,  according  to  proof;  on  those  made  of 
domestic  materials,  if  in  cities,  towns,  or  villages, 
or  at  distilleries,  where  the  stills,  singly  or  to- 
gether, are  of  the  capacity  of  400  gallons  or  up- 
wards, from  7  to  18  cents  per  gallon  of  the  spirits 
distilled,  according  to  the  proof;  if  made  in  other 
places,  or  at  distilleries  where  the  stills  are  of  in- 
ferior capacity,  the  yearly  rate  of  54  cents  per  gal- 
lon of  the  capacity  of  each  still.  A  new  option 
is  given  to  the  distiller,  which  is,  instead  i>f  pay- 
ing the  yearly  rate,  to  take  out  licenses  for  the 
monthly  employment  of  his  stills,  paying  each 
time  10  cents  per  gallon  of  the  capacity  of  each 
stilL 

These  new  duties  are  appropriated  in  the  same 
manner,  and  for  the  same  purposes,  and  are  to  con- 
tinue for  the  same  time,  as  those  for  which  they 
are  substitutes ;  and,  to  make  good  any  deficiency 
which  may  accrue  from  lowering  the  rates,  the 
surplus  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  the  2d 
of  the  same  month  is  appropriated. 

"  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  UsefUl  Arts, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  pur- 
pose,** passed  February  21,  1793. 

This  act  ordains  certain  fees  to  be  paid  by  per- 
sons to  whom  patents  are  granted  for  inventions, 
discoveries,  or  improvements,  and  appropriates 
them  to  the  purpose  of  defraying  clerk-hire  in 
the  Department  of  State.  Its  duration  is  inde- 
finite. 

9th.  *'  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  OfiBce  and 
Post  Roads  within  the  United  States,*'  passed  May 
8, 1794. 

This  act  establishes,  to  commence  on  the  1st  of 
June  following,  various  rates  of  postage  on  letters, 
and  directs  that  the  Postmaster  shall  render  to  the 
Treasury  Department  a  quarterly  account  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  and  shall  pay,  quarterly, 
into  the  Treasury,  the  balance  in  his  hands. 

The  duration  of  this  act  is  also  indefinite.  It 
contains  no  appropriation  of  the  sums  paid  into  the 
Treasury. 

10th.  "  An  act  lajring  duties  upon  carriages  for 
the  conveyance  of  persons,**  passed  June  5,  1794. 

This  act  lays  different  rates  of  duty,  from  $10 
down  to  $1,  upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of 
persons,  kept  by  or  for  any  person,  for  his  or  her 
own  use,  or  to  be  let  to  hire,  or  for  the  conveying 
of  passengers;  and,  to  guard  against  misappre- 
hension, declares,  that  the  duties  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  any  carriage  usually  and  chiefly 
employed  in  husbandry,  or  for  the  transporting  or 
carrying  of  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  produce,  or 
I  commoditiea 
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The  duration  of  the  duties  is  limited  to  the  end 
of  the  session  of  Congress  which  shall  be  next 
after  the  term  of  two  years  from  the  time  of  pass- 
ing the  act     It  contains  no  appropriation. 

11th.  "  An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  for  sell- 
ing wines  and  foreign  distilled  spirituous  liquors 
by  retail,"  passed  June  5,  1794. 

This  act  requires  that  every  retail  dealer  in 
wines  shall  take  out  a  yearly  license,  and  shall 
pay  for  it  a  duty  of  $5;  and  that  every  retail 
dealer  in  foreign  distilled  spirituous  liquors  shall 
also  take  out  a  yearly  license,  and  pay  for  it  a  duty 
of  $5.  It  defines  a  retail  dealer  in  wines  to  be  a 
person  who  deals  in  the  selling  of  wines,  to  be 
carried  or  sent  out  of  the  house,  building,  or  place 
of  his  or  her  dwelling,  in  less  quantities  at  one 
time  than  thirty  gallons,  except  in  the  original 
cask,  case,  box,  or  package,  in  which  it  is  import- 
ed. A  retail  dealer  of  spirituous  liquors  to  be  a 
person  who  shall  deal  in  the  selling  of  foreign 
distilled  spirituous  liquors,  to  be  carried  or  sent 
out  of  the  house,  building,  or  place  of  his  or  her 
dwelling,  in  less  quantities  than  twenty  gallons  at 
one  time.  No  difference  is  made  between  the 
dealer  in  several  kinds  of  wines,  or  several  kinds 
of  foreign  distilled  liquors,  and  the  dealer  in  one 
kind. 

The  same  duration  is  assigned  to  this  act  as  to 
the  one  last  cited.  It  is  equally  without  an  appro- 
priation. 

12tb.  "An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff 
and  refined  sugar,*'  passed  June  5,  1794. 

This  act  lays  a  duty  of  8  cents  per  pound  on  all 
snuff,  which,  after  the  SOth  of  September,  1794, 
should  be  manufactured  within  the  United  States, 
and  of  2  cents  per  pound  on  all  sugar  which,  after 
that  day,  should  be  refined  within  the  United 
States.  The  remark  made  upon  the  two  last  re- 
cited acts  is  applicable  to  this,  as  to  the  duration 
of  the  duties,  and  the  appropriation  of  their  pro- 
ceeds. 

18th.  "  An  act  laying  additional  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandises,  imported  into  the  United 
States,"  passed  June  7,  1794. 

This  act  lays  upon  sundir  enumerated  articles, 
on  their  importation  from  foreign  countries,  cer- 
tain specific  and  ad  valorem  rates  of  duty,  in  ad- 
dition to  those  before  charged  upon  them,  and 
adds  generally  a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cen- 
tum on  all  that  class  of  articles  which  were  before 
chargeable  with  seven  and  a  half  per  centum  ad 
valorem.  It  also  prolongs  the  temporary  two  and 
a  half  per  centum,  laid  by  the  act  of  May  2,  1792, 
till  the  Ist  of  January,  1797,  to  which  period  the 
other  duties  laid  by  it  are  to  continue.  It  contains 
no  appropriation. 

14.  "  An  act  laying  duties  on  property  sold  at 
auction,"  passed  June  9,  1794. 

This  act  lays  a  duty  on  sales  at  auction,  by  per- 
sons licensed  according  to  the  laws  of  a  State  or 
this  act,  prohibiting  others  from  selling  at  auction, 
of  one  quarter  per  cent  of  the  purchase  money 
arising  from  the  ^e  of  any  right,  interest,  or  es- 
tate, in  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  uten- 
siki  in  husbandry,  farming  stock,  or  ships  and  ves- 
sels, of  one  half  per  cent  of  the  purchase  money 


arising  from  the  sales  of  any  other  gooda^  chattels, 
rights,  or  credits. 

The  term  of  these  duties  is  limited  to  the  end 
of  the  session  next  aAer  the  expiration  of  two 
years  from  the  time  of  passing  the  act,  which  also 
IS  without  an  appropriation. 

But  by  an  act,  entitled  **  An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  certain  purposes  therein  expressed," 
passed  the  same  9th  of  June,  1794,  certain  specific 
sums,  amounting  together  to  $1,292,137  38,  are 
charged  upon  the  proceeds  of  the  revenues  which 
are  created  by  the  five  last  mentioned  acts,  and 
there  is  a  reservation  made  out  of  them  of  a  sum 
sufiBcient  to  pay  the  interest  of  whatever  moneys 
may  be  borrowed  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  expenses 
attending  the  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with 
foreign  nations,"  Ac.,  passed  the  20th  of  March, 
1794,  which  sum  is  pledged  for  the  payment  of  that 
interest. 

These  acts  comprehend  all  the  current  revenue 
of  the  United  States.  Their  product  will  appear 
hereafter. 

In  addition  to  them  a  fund  will  be  derived  from 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Western  Ter- 
ritory. And  there  likewise  occur,  from  time 
to  time,  payments  into  the  Treasury  on  ac- 
count of  old  debts ;  but  these  are  too  casual  and  of 
too  little  magnitude  to  be  more  than  cursorily  men- 
tioned. 

The  lands  in  the  Western  Territory^  of  which 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  acquired 
the  right  of  soil,  are  estimated,  in  a  report  of  the 
late  Secretary  of  State,  to  amount  to  21,000,000  of 
acres.  This  quantity,  at  20  cents  per  acre,  the 
price  upon  former  occasions  contemplated,  would 
^ield  a  sum  of  $4,200,000.  Bat  it  is  believed  that 
it  would  be  unsafe  to  count  upon  so  large  a  sum. 
Besides,  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  proportion  which 
may, be  of  a  saleable  quality,  and  as  to  the  price 
which  may  be  obtained  for  it,  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians  is  un- 
derstood to  be  unsettied  with  regard  to  a  large  part 
of  the  tract  on  which  the  computation  is  made.  If 
it  ultimately  yields  $8,000,000,  it  will  probably 
equal  every  reasonable  expectation. 

II.  The  provisions  for  funding  the  Debt,  and  for 
payment  of  interest  upon  it,  are  comprised  in  the 
following  acts : 

1st  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of 
the  United  States,"  passed  August  4,  1790. 

This  act,  commonly  called  the  Funding  Act,  con- 
tains these  several  provisions,  viz : 

1.  It  reserves  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  for  the  support  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  and  their  common 
defence,  the  yearly  sum  of  $600,000. 

2.  It  appropriates  so  much  of  the  same  proceeds 
as  should  be  necessary  to  the  payment  of  interest 
on  Foreign  Loans,  before  that  time  contracted,  or 
which  should  afterwards  be  contracted,  for  dis- 
charging the  arrears  of  interest,  and  the  principal 
of  antecedent  Foreign  Loans,  to  continue  so  appro> 
priated  till  the  Debt  created  by  those  Loans  should 
be  fully  discharged. 

3.  It  authorizes  the  Pre^dent  to  borrow  any 
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sum  or  soma,  not  exceeding  $12,000,000,  to  dis- 
charge the  ajTenre  of  interest  upon  and  the  instal- 
m«nt8  of  the  principal  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  dae 
and  to  grow  due ;  and  if  to  be  effected  on  advan- 
tageous terms,  to  pay  off  the  whole  of  that  Debt ; 
ar^  further  authorizes  him  to  make  such  other 
contracts  respecting  it  as  should  be  found  for  the 
interest  of  th^United  States,  so  that  no  engagement 
Of  contract  should  preclude  from  reimbursing  the 
8001  borrowed  within  fifteen  years  after  they  should 
be  borrowed. 

4.  In  order  to  adapt  the  form  of  the  Domestic 
Debt  to  the  then  circumstances  of  the  United 
States,  as  far  as  should  be  found  practicable,  "  con- 
ai^tently  with  good  faith  and  the  rights  of  creditors," 
which  it  truly  declares,  **  could  only  be  done  by  a 
voluntary  Loan  on  their  part,"  it  proposes  a  Loan 
to  the  United  States,  (directing,  for  that  purpose, 
books  for  subscriptions  to  be  opened  at  the  Trea- 
sury, and  by  Commissioners  of  Loans  in  the 
several  States,  on  the  Ist  of  October,  1790,  and  to 
continue  for  a  year,)  the  sums  subscribed  to  the 
Loan  to  be  paid  in  certain  enumerated  evidences  of 
the  D«bt  of  the  United  States,  upon  these  terms, 
\\z: 

First,  That  the  interest  unpaid  on  the  principal 
of  those  evidences  should  be. computed  up  to  the 
last  of  December,  1790. 

Second.  That,  for  any  sum  subscribed  and  paid 
ID  the  principal  of  the  Debt,  the  subscriber  should 
be  entitled  to  one  certificate  for  a  sum  equal  to 
two-thirds  of  the  sum  subscribed,  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  6  per  cent  per  annum,  commencing  the 
ht  day  of  January,  1791,  payable  quarter-yearly, 
&Dd  subject  to  redemption  by  payments  not  ex- 
ceeding, in  one  year,  on  account  of  both  principal 
and  interest,  $8  upon  a  hundred  of  the  original 
sam  so  subscribed  and  paid ;  and  to  another  certi- 
ficate for  a  sum  equal  to  the  remaining  third  of 
that  sum,  which,  after  the  year  1800,  should  bear 
I  like  interest,  payable  in  like  manner,  and  sub- 
ject to  a  like  rate  of  redemption ;  but  that  the 
United  States,  though  having  a  right  to  redeem 
in  the  above  mentioned  proportion,  should  not  be 
obliged  to  do  it. 

Third.  That  for  any  sum  subscribed  and  paid  in 
the  interest  of  the  Debt,  the  subscriber  should  be 
entitled  to  a  certificate  for  a  sum  equal  to  the  sum 
lubacribed,  bearing  an  interest  of  3  per  cent  per 
annum,  from  the  said  last  day  of  December,  1790, 
payable  quarter-yearly,  and  reideemable  at  pleasure, 
oy  payment  of  the  principal. 

Fourth.  That  the  new  stock  created  by  the  said 
Loan  should  be  transferable  on  the  books  upon 
vhich  the  credit  for  it  should  sUnd  by  the  pro- 
prietor or  his  attorney ;  these  books  to  be  either 
those  kept  for  the  purpose  at  the  Treasury,  or  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Loans  in  the  respective 
Suites;  a  mode  being  provided  for  the  transfer 
from  the  books  at  one  place  to  those  at  another. 

Fifth,  That  the  interest  should  be  payable 
wheresoever  the  credit  for  the  stock  should  exist, 
when  the  payment  of  the  interest  should  become 
due ;  except  that  the  dividend  of  interest  for  any 
quarter  of  a  year  which  should  not  be  demanded 
Wore  the  expiration  of  a  third  quarter,  should 


afterwards    be   demandable    only    at    the    Trea. 
Bury. 

Sixth.  That,  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  in- 
terest on  the  several  kinds  of  stock  to  arise  from 
the  Loan,  as  it  should  accrue,  including  that  which 
is  deferred,  the  proceeds  of  the  public  revenues, 
which,  before  that  time,  bad  been,  or,  during  the 
then  session,  shoald  be  provided,  after  reserving, 
yearly,  $600,000,  for  the  support  of  the  Govern, 
ment  of  the  United  States,  and  their  common  de- 
fence, and  such  sum  as  should  be  necessary  for 
payment  of  interest  on  the  Foreign  I^oans  before 
mentioned  should  be,  and  thereby  were,  pledged 
and  appropriated  till  the  final  redemption  of  the 
capital  stock. 

5.  Premising  that  some  of  the  creditors  of  the 
United  States  might  not  think  fit  to  become  sub- 
scribers to  the  Loan,  this  act  declares  that  "  no* 
tbing  contained  in  it  should  be  construed  in  any 
wise  to  alter,  abridge,  or  impair  the  rights  of  those 
creditors  of  the  United  States  who  .should  not  sub- 
scribe to  the  Loan  or  the  contracte  upon  which 
their  respective  claims  ore  founded,  but  that  the 
said  contracts  and  rights  should  remain  in  full 
force  and  vlrtae.**  And  to  obviate  all  idea  of  com- 
pulsion on  the  creditors  to  subscribe,  it  allows  to 
non-subscribers,  during  the  pendency  of  the  Loan, 
and  until  the  end  of  the  year  1791,  a  rate  per  cen- 
tum, on  their  respective  demands,  equal  to  that 
which  is  paid  to  subscribing  creditors;  on  the  sole 
condition,  that  the  evidences  of  Debt  holden  by 
them,  except  those  which  had  been  issued  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  registered  Debt, 
should  be  exchanged  for  other  certificates,  spe- 
cifying the  specie  amount  of  those  in  exchange, 
for  which  they  were  given,  and  otherwise  of  the 
like  tenor  with  those  which  had  therefore  been 
issued  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  for  the 
registered  Debt ;  stating,  as  the  grounds  of  this 
condition,  that  some  of  the  certificates  then  in 
circulation,  had  not  been  liquidated  to  specie  value ; 
that  most  of  them  were  greatly  subject  to  counter- 
feit; that  counterfeits  had  actually  taken  place  in 
numerous  instences ;  and  that  embarrassment  and 
Imposition  might  attend  the  payment  of  interest  on 
these  certificates  in  their  then  form. 

6.  This  act  likewise  proposes  another  Loan,  to 
the  amount  of  $21,500,000,  payable  in  the  princi- 
pal and  interest,  indiscriminately,  of  the  evidences 
of  Debt  of  the  respective  States,  according  to  cer- 
tain quotas,  to  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner, 
and  to  be  open  for  the  same  time,  as  that  in  the 
Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States.  The  terms  • 
of  this  Loan  to  be : 

First. — That,  for  any  sum  subscribed,  the  sub- 
scriber should  be  entitled  to  one  certificate,  for  a 
sum  equal  to  four-ninths  of  the  subscribed  sum, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
commencing  the  1st  day  of  January,  1791.  To 
another  certificate,  for  a  sum  equal  to  two-ninths 
of  the  said  subscribed  sum,  bearing  an  interest, 
after  the  year  1800,  of  six  per  centum  per  annum ; 
and,  to  a  third  certificate,  for  a  sum  equal  to  three- 
ninths  of  the  said  subscribed  sum,  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  three  per  centum  per  annum,  commencing 
on  the  same  first  day  of  January,  1791:  the  inte- 
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rest,  in  each  case,  to  be  payable  in  like  manner, 
and  to  be  subject  to  the  like  redemption  as  that  on 
the  correspondent  kinds  of  stock  to  be  created  by 
this,  the  said  first-mentioned  Loan.  And  the  stock 
to  be  created  by  this  second  Loan,  to  be  transfer- 
able on  the  same  principles,  and  in  the  same  modes, 
as  that  produced  by  the  former. 

Second, — That,  for  the  regular  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  several  kinds  of  stock  to  arise  from 
this  Loan,  as  it  should  accrue,  including  that  which 
in  deferred,  the  proceeds  ot  the  public  revenues, 
which,  before  that  time,  had  been,  or  during  the 
then  session  should  be,  provided,  after  reserving 
the  aforesaid  yearly  sum  of  $600,000  the  sum  ne- 
cessary for  payment  of  interest  on  the  Foreign 
Loans  made,  and  to  be  made,  and  the  sum  neces- 
sary for  payment  of  interest  on  the  Loa«i  in  the 
Domestic  Debt,  should  be,  and  thereby  were, 
pledged  and  appropriated ;  to  continue  so  pledged 
and  appropriated  until  the  final  redemption  of  the 
capital  stock. 

7.  To  secure  the  due  application  of  these  re- 
venues, according  to  the '  appropriations,  au  account 
of  them  is  directed  to  be  kept,  distinct  from  that  of 
the  proceeds  of  any  other  revenues,  except  such  as 
should  be  raised  to  make  good  a  deficiency  in  those ; 
and  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  pledged  to  ap- 
propriate additional  and  permanent  funds,  for  satis- 
fying such  deficiency. 

8.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  in  the 
Western  Territory,  then  belonging,  or  which  there- 
after should  belong,  to  the  United  States,  are 
pledged  and  appronriated  for  the  discharge  of  the 
Debts  which  the  united  States  then  owed,  or  by 
virtue  of  that  act  should  owe. 

There  are  several  collateral  and  supplementary 
provisions,  which  are  omitted,  as  immaterial  to  the 
intended  view  of  the  subject 

2d.  **  An  act  repealing,  after  the  last  day  of  June 
next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits, 
&c.,*^  passed  the  3d  of  March,  179L 

The  proceeds  of  the  duties,  laid  by  this  act,  are 
made  subject  to  the  same  appropriations,  and  in 
the  same  order  of  priority,  as  those  contained  in 
the  Funding  Act;  and,  to  secure  their  due  applica- 
tion, an  account  is  directed  to  be  kept  of  them,  dis- 
tinct from  that  of  any  other  revenues,  except  those 
appropriated  by  the  Funding  Act. 

3d.  **  An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  ^c.,"  passed 
May  2, 1792. 

This  act,  which,  as  has  been  before  noticed,  in- 
creased  permanently  the  duties  on  certain  imported 
articles,  and  laid  a  temporary  additional  duty  on 
some  others,  appropriates,  primarily,  the  proceeds 
of  the  permanent  augmentations,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  to  the  same  purposes,  as  the  antecedent  duties 
were  appropriated ;  that  is,  in  conformity  with  the 
Funding  Act. 

4th.  *'An  act  concerning  the  duties  on  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,"  passed  May  8, 
1792. 

This  act,  which  lowers  the  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  on  stills,  ap- 
propriates the  proceeds  of  the  reduced  duties  in 
Ibe  same  manner  as  were  the  former  duties ;  and, 


to  make  good  whatever  deficieney  migfit  be  oee*- 
sioned  by  the  reduction  of  the  rates,  pledg;e8,  as  s 
substitute,  the  surplus  of  the  augmented  duties  liki 
by  the  last  cited  act 

5th.  **  An  act  providing  for  the  pajrment  of  tbs 
second  instalment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  fiuk 
of  the  United  States,"  passed  June  4,  1794. 

This  act,  in  addition  to  a  provision  for  parin; 
that  second  instalment,  appropriates  so  much  of  tbe 
dividends  on  the  stock  which  the  United  StatH 
hold  in  the  Bank,  as  should  be  necessary  to  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  capital  of  a  Loan  of 
$2,000,000,  had  of  the  Bank,  pursuant  to  the  11th 
section  of  the  act  by  which  it  is  ineorporated.  It 
also  fixes  the  last  day  of  December,  in  eaeh  year,  as 
the  annual  period  for  the  payment  of  tbe  suecesire 
instalments  of  that  Loan. 

6th.  **  An  act  making  provision  for  the  pavmcot 
of  the  interest  on  the  balances  due  to  certain  Ststes, 
upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  the  individual  States,"  pasaed 
May  30,  1794. 

This  act  directs  that  interest  shall  be  allowfd 
and  computed  on  the  balances  to  creditor  States 
from  the  last  of  December,  1789,  to  the  last  of  De- 
cember, 1794 ;  which,  being  placed  to  their  credit 
respectively,  shall  bear  an  interest  of  three  per 
centum  per  annum,  from  the  period  last  meo- 
tioned. 

It  further  directs  that  the  interests  on  the  prin- 
cipal balances,  to  be  funded  agreeably  to  the  tenns 
of  the  act  for  the  settlement  of  accounts,  together 
with  the  interest  npon  the  arrears  of  interest,  com- 
puted on  those  balances,  and  forming  a  new  capi- 
tal, shall  be  payable  at  the  offices  of  the  Commb- 
sioners  of  Loans,  within  the  States  to  which  tbe 
balances  are  respectively  due,  and  shall  be  paid 
quarter  yearly  after  the  last  day  of  Deeefflber^ 
1794,  at  the  same  epochs  in  each  year,  at  which 
interest  fa  payable,  on  the  other  parts  of  the  Fund- 
ed Debt :  to  which  end,  so  much  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  as  mar  be 
necessary,  and  as  were  not  otherwise  previoQ*!)' 
appropriated,  are  appropriated;  and  the  f«th  of  the 
United  States  is  pledged  to  provide  for  any  de- 
ficiency which  may  happen  by  additional  and  per- 
manent funds. 

There  are  several  acts  which  prolong,  from  time 
to  time,  the  subscriptions  in  the  Uomestic  and  State 
Debts,  on  the  same  terms  as  by  the  Funding  Aet, 
those  in  the  Domestic  Debt  being  continued  down 
to  the  last  day  of  December,  1794 ;  which  actis  to- 
gether with  the  acts  particularly  cited,  comprise  ail 
those  that  relate  to  the  funding  of  tbe  Public  Debt, 
and  the  payment  of  interest  thereupon.  The  resolt 
of  these  acts  is  exhibited  in  the  tables  A,  B,  C.  and 
D,  which  show  the  amount  of  the  Foreign  Debt; 
that  of  the  Funded  Debt,  the  probable  amooat  of 
that  which  remains  unfunded,  o(  what  compoied, 
and  the  annual  amount  of  interest  upon  the  drfe^ 
ent  portions  of  Debt,  according  to  contract^  and  ae- 
cording  to  the  plan  of  this  report. 

in.  The  provisions  for  reimbursing  and  redeem- 
ing the  Public  Debt,  are  contained  in  tbe  following 
acts,  and  are  as  follows,  viz : 

Ist  **  An  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of 
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tlie  United  States,"  passed  the  4th  of  August, 
1790. 

This  act,  which  is  the  one  that  regulates  the 
Tunding  of  the  Debt,  by  the  last  section  appropri- 
mtes  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  the 
TV'cstem  Territory,  then  belonging,  or  thereafter  to 
bielong,  to  the  United  States,  to  the  sinking  or  dis- 
charging of  the  Debts  for  which  the  United  States 
then  were,  or  by  yirtue  of  that  act  should  be, 
faolden,  to  be  applied  solely  to  that  use,  until  they 
should  be  fully  satisfied. 

2d.  "  An  act  making  proyision  for  the  reduction 
of  the  Public  Debt,*'  passed  August  12, 1790. 

This  act,  premising  that  it  is  desirable,  by  all 
just  and  proper  means,  to  effect  a  reduction  of  the 
Public  Debt,  and  that  &e  application  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue  to  that  object,  will  not  only  contribute 
to  this  desirable  end,  but  will  be  beneficial  to  the 
creditors  of  the  United  States,  by  raising  the  price 
of  their  stock,  and  be  productiye  of  considerable 
saving  to  the  United  States,  enacts — 

1.  That  the  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1790,  shall  be 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  tiie  Debt  of  the  United 
States,  at  its  market  price,  if  not  exceeding  the  par 
or  true  value  thereofl 

2.  That  the  purchases  to  be  made  shall  be  con- 
ducted under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
General,  who,  or  any  three  of  whom,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  President,  are  authorized  to 
cause  them  to  be  made,  in  such  manner,  and  un- 
der such  regulations,  as  shall  appear  to  them  best 
calculated  to  fulfil  the  intent  of  this  act:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  same  should  be  made  openly,  and 
with  due  regard  to  the  equal  benefit  of  the  several 
States. 

8.  That  the  accounts  of  the  application  of  the 
Fund  should  be  settled  as  other  public  accounts, 
accompanied  with  returns  of  the  amount  of  Debt, 
purchased  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  of  a  year ; 
and  that  a  full  and  exact  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Commissioners  should  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress, within  the  first  fourteen  days  of  each  ses- 
sion, including  a  statement  of  the  disbursements 
and  purchases,  specifying  the  times  when,  prices' 
at  which,  and  persons  of  whom,  the  purchases 
were  made. 

4.  That,  in  addition  to  this  fund,  the  President 
should  be  authorized  to  borrow  anv  sum  or  sums, 
not  exceeding  $2,000,000,  at  an  interest  not  ex- 
ceeding five  per  centum,  to  be  applied  to  purchases 
of  Public  Debt,  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  same 
direction  and  regulations  as  the  first  mentioned 
fund :  Provided,  That,  out  of  the  interest  of  the 
Debt  to  be  purchased,  there  should  be  appropri- 
ated, annually,  a  sum  not  exceeding  eignt  per 
centum  of  the  sums  borrowed,  towards  paying  the 
interest  and  reimbursing  the  principal  of  these 
sums. 

But,  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  a  defi. 
ciency  of  means  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  Debt 
which  was  to  accrue  in  the  year  1791,  authority 
is  given  to  reserve  and  apply  to  that  purpose,  out 
of  the  first  mentioned  fund,  as  much  as  might  be 


necessary  to  supply  the  defect  of  receipts,  durine 
that  year,  on  account  of  the  duties  which  should 
accrue  after  the  year  1790. 

8d.  **  An  act  repealing,  after  the  last  day  of  June 
next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spi- 
rits, &c.,"  passed  the  8d  of  March,  1791. 

This  act  appropriates  whatever  surplus  ma^  re- 
main, fi*om  year  to  year,  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
duties  which  it  imposes,  after  satisfying  prior  ap- 
propriations, to  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt, 
unless  such  surplus  shall  be  required  for  the  cur* 
rent  public  exigencies,  and,  by  special  acts  of  Con- 
gress, shall  be  appropriated  thereto. 

4th.  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,** 
passed  the  8d  day  of  March,  1791. 

This  act  declares  that  the  terms  of  a  Loan  of 
three  millions  of  florins,  obtained  in  Holland,  bear- 
ing five  per  cent  interest,  and  four  and  a  half  per 
cent  for  charees,  and  future  Loans  on  the  same 
terms,  should  be  deemed  to  be  within  the  meaning 
of  the  act  of  the  12th  of  August,  1790. 

6th.  **  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  makine 
provision  for  the  Deot  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
May  8,  1792. 

This  act  makes  provision  for  the  payment  of  a 
debt  due  to  certain  foreign  oMcers  who  had  served 
the  United  States,  (the  interest  of  which  was,  by 
stipuUtion,  payable  at  Paris,)  out  of  the  moneys 
authorized  to  be  borrowed  by  the  Funding  Act 
It  also  establishes  a  permanent  Sinking  Fund,  to 
be  composed — 

1.  Of  the  interest  of  the  Public  Debt  purchased, 
redeemed,  or  paid  into  the  Treasury,  in  satisfac- 
tion of  any  debt  or  demand. 

2.  Of  the  surplus,  if  any,  which  should  remain  of 
moneys  appropriated  for  paying  the  interest  of  the 
Public  Debt,  after  paying  that  interest 

This  Fund  is  to  be  applied,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioners  nominated  in  the  act  of  the 
12th  of  August,  with  the  like  approbation  of  the 
President — 

FirH, — To  the  purchase  of  the  several  species 
of  stock  constituting  the  Debt  of  the  United  States, 
at  their  respective  market  prices,  not  exceeding  the 
par  or  true  value  thereof,  and,  as  nearly  as  may 
be,  in  equal  proportions,  until  the  animal  amount 
of  the  fund  shall  be  equal  to  two  per  centum  of  the 
whole  amount  of  the  outstanding  Funded  Stock, 
bearing  a  present  interest  of  six  per  centum: 
Thenceforth — 

Second — To  the  redempjtion  of  that  stock,  ac- 
cording to  the  right  reserved  to  the  United  States, 
until  the  whole  should  be  redeemed :  and,  lastly, 
after  such  redemption,  to  the  purchase,  at  its 
market  price,  of  any  unredeemed  Debt  of  the 
United  States;  which  purchases  are  directed  to 
be  made  at  the  lowest  prices  at  which  they  can 
be  effected  by  open  purchases,  or  by  receiving  seal- 
ed proposals,  to  be  opened  in  the  presence  of  the 
Commissioners,  or  persons  authorized  by  them  to 
make  purchases,  and  of  the  persons  making  the 
proposals ;  and  are  to  be  accounted  for  at  the  Trea- 
sury, and  reported  to  Congress,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  purchases  before  authorized  to  be 
made* 
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6th.  "An  act  m&king  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1798.*' 

This  act  provides  that  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  cause  so  much  of  the  Loan  made 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the 
11th  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  to  be  paid 
off,  in  sums  not  less  than  $50,000,  as,  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  state  of  the  Treasury  may,  from  time  to 
time,  admit,  out  of  any  moneys  which  may  be  in 
the  Treasury,  having  due  regard  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  Government,  and  the  appropriations  made, 
and  to  be  made,  by  law. 

7th.  '*  An  act  making  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  first  instalment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed  March  2d, 
1798. 

This  act  authorizes  the  payment  of  the  first  in- 
stalment of  a  Loan  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  had 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the 
11th  section  of  the  act  by  which  it  is  incorporated, 
out  of  the  moneys  borrowed  upon  the  authority  of 
the  act  making  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Public  Debt 

8th.  "  An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
second  instalment,  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed  June  4,  1794. 

This  act  authorizes  the  payment  of  that  second 
instalment,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  any  Foreign 
Loans  before  that  time  transferred  to  the  United 
States.  It  makes  other,  provisions,  which  have 
been  noticed  under  a  preceding  head» 

These  acts  comprise  all  the  provisions  which 
have  been  made  for  reimbursing  and  redeeming 
the  Debt  of  the  United  States.  The  result,  to 
the  last  of  December,  1794,  is  presented  in  the 
statement  £. 

There  are  two  other  acts,  which,  though  not  fall- 
ing properly  under  either  of  the  foregoing  heads, 
require,  from  their  relation  to  the  subject,  to  be 
brought  into  view. . 

1.  An  act  relative  to  claims  against  the  United 
States,  not  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  and 
which  have  not  been  already  adjusted,  passed  Fe- 
bruary 12,  1793. 

This  act  directs  that  all  claims  of  the  descrip- 
tion given  in  the  title  shall  be  presented  at  the 
Treasury  for  ac^ustment,  by  the  1st  of  May,  1794, 
or  shall  be  for  ever  after  barred ;  except  those  for 
Loan  Office  certificates,  final  settlements,  indents 
of  interest,  Kegister's  certificates,  balances  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury,  Loans  of  money  in  foreign 
countries,  certificates  issued  under  the  act,  entitled 
'*  An  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States." 

Such  of  the  claims  presented  as  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted in  the  course  of  the  Treasury,  are  to  be  re- 
ported to  Congress,  by  the  accounting  officers. 

Among  the  claims  inadmissible  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  the  Treasury,  is  a  sum  of  $90,574,  of  the 
bills  of  credit,  commonly  called  new  emission 
money. 

2.  An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  ex- 
penses attending  toe  intercourse  of  the  United 

States  with  foreign  nations,  Ac,  passed  March  20, 
1794.  e  "-.       ,r 

This  act  appropriates,  in  addition  to  former  pro- 


visions, one  million  of  dollars  for  the  purposes  men- 
tioned in  the  title,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
which  may  be  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwii«a  ap- 
propriated, and  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  is  also  au- 
thorized, if  necessary,  to  borrow  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  the  sum ;  but  there  is  no  special  appropri- 
ation either  for  paying  the  interest  or  reimbursing 
the  principal  of  the  Loan. 

The  act  already  quoted,  of  the  9th  of  June,  1794, 
entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations  for  certain 
purposes  therein  expressed,  with  a  view  to  remedy 
this  defect,  appropriates,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
taxes  laid  during  the  last  session,  such  sum  as  shall 
be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  whatever  mo- 
neys may  be  borrowed,  pursuant  to  the  act  of 
March  20, 1794. 

The  foregoing  review  of  the  laws  which  consti- 
tute the  fiscal  system  of  the  United  States  displays 
these  prominent  points  as  the  leading  features  of 
that  sj.stem : 

1st.  That  all  the  current  revenues  of  the  United 
States  are  derived  from  these  sources,  to  wit :  im- 
ported articles ;  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels ; 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  stills ; 
the  postage  of  letters  ;  fees  on  patents ;  dividend* 
of  Bank  stock;  snuff  manufactured  within  the 
United  States;  sugar  refined  within  the  United 
States ;  sales  at  auction ;  licenses  to  retail  wines 
and  distilled  spirits ;  carriages  for  the  conveyance 
of  persons. 

2d.  That,  of  these  revenues,  the  principal  part 
of  the  duties  on  imported  articles,  those  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  and  vessels,  those  on  distilled  spirits 
and  stills,  those  on  the  postage  of  letters,  patent 
fees,  the  dividends  on  Bank  stock,  are  permanent, 
(the  three  first  being  comtnensurate  with  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Debt  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
of  which  they  are  pledged,  the  fourth  and  fiitb 
having  no  limit  assigned  in  the  laws,  and  the  last 
being  commensurate  with  the  duration  of  the  pro- 
perty in  the  stock,)  all  the  others  temporary ;  being 
limited  to  continue  no  longer  than  till  the  end  of 
the  session  of  Congress  next  after  the  expiration  of 
two  years  from  the  respective  times  of  passing  the 
laws  which  established  them,  except  the  temporary 
-duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  which  are  to  con- 
tinue till  the  1st  of  January,  1797. 

8d.  That  the  permanent  duties  on  imported  ar- 
ticles, the  tonnage  duties,  the  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  on  stills^  are 
subject  to  these  permanent  dispositions : 

1.  To  an  annual  reservation  of  $600,000,  for  the 
support  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  their  common  defence. 

2.  To  an  appropriation  of  so  much  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  pay  the  interest  on  the  Foreign  Loans 
provided  for  by  the  Funding  Act 

8.  To  an  appropriation  of  so  much  as  may  be 
necessary  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  stock  created 
by  the  Loan  in  Domestic  Debt,  or,  more  properly, 
in  the  original  Debt  of  the  United  States. 

4.  To  an  appropriation  of  so  much  as  may  be 
necessarr  to  discharge  the  interest  on  the  stock 
created  by  the  Loan  in  the  debts  of  the  respective 
SUtes. 
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.  To  an  appropriatioa  of  so  much  «b  may  be 
cssarj  to  pay  toe  interest  on  the  balances  due 
reditor  States,  which  dispositions  establish  pri- 
ies,  according  to  the  order  in  which  they  are 
i  enumerated. 

th.  That  the  surplus,  if  any,  of  the  duties  on 
its  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  on 
l£,  has  an  ultimate  appropriation,  that  is,  to  the 
action  of  the  Public  l)ebt ;  but  that  the  sur- 
3ses  of  the  other  duties  have  no  such  ultimate 
•ropriation. 

th.  That  the  duties  on  the  postage  of  letters 
i  the  net  dividend  on  Bank  stock  nave  no  per- 
(lent  or  particular  appropriation. 
ith.  That  the  temporary  duties  are  charged 
h  a  specific  sum  of  $1,292,137  38,  and  with  the 
rment  of  interest  on  a  sum  of  $1,000,000,  autho- 
!;d  to  be  borrowed  for  the  expenses  of  foreign 
ercourse. 

th.  That  the  whole  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  and 
that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt,  being  now 
iriy  the  whole,  which  consists  of  the  stock  crea- 
by  the  Loans  in  the  original  Debt  of  the  Uni- 
.  States,  and  in  the  particular  debts  of  the  seve- 
States,  and  by  the  balances  due  to  creditor 
ites,  are  bottomed  on  certain  specified  revenues, 
dged  or  hypothecated  for  the  payment  of  the  in- 
est  upon  them,  and  thus  constitute  the  Funded 
bt  of  the  United  States. 

Uh.  That  the  Funded  Domestic  Debt  of  the 
ittnl  States  consists  of  three  species  of  stock — 
i  bearing  a  present  interest  of  six  per  cent  per 
lum;  another  bearing  a  like  interest  alter  the 
a  1800 ;  a  third  bearing  a  present  interest  of 
"ee  per  cent  per  annum — the  interest  in  each 
le  payable  quarter  yearly. 
hh.  That  the  six  per  cent  stock,  present  and 
fcnred,  can  be  redeemed  in  no  greater  proportion 
in  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centum  per  annum  of 
i  original  sum,  on  account  both  of  principal  and 
erest ;  but  the  three  per  cent  stock  is  redeema- 
tat  pleasure. 

10.  That  the  provision  for  subscribing  to  the 
an  in  Domestic  Debt  expired  on  the  last  of  De- 
nber,  1794,  and  that  no  further  provision  has 
sn  made  for  the  unsubscribed  residue. 
llth  That  the  Funding  Act  expressly  confirms 
.'  contracts  and  rights  of  the  creditors  of  the  Uni- 
1  States,  who  shidl  not  think  fit  to  subscribe  to 
e  Loan;  and  gives  an  expectation  to  them  of  fur- 
it  and  other  arrangements,  upon  the  event  of  the 
^positions  made  to  them. 
12th.  That  the  proceeds  of  all  the  Unds  of  the 
lited  States  in  the  Western  Territory  are  appro- 
iated  to  the  redemption  of  all  that  part  of  the 
tbiic  Debt  for  which,  prior  to  the  Funding  Act, 
by  virtue  thereof,  the  United  States  were  or  are 
ble. 

13tb.  That,  in  addition  to  this,  a  regular  Sink- 
S  Fund  has  been  successively  constituted,  to  be 
plied  under  the  direction  of  five  principal  offi- 
rs  of  the  United  States,  with  the  approbation  of 
t  President,  hitherto  composed  of  three  parts — 
t,  the  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton* 
ge  to  the  end  of  1790;  2dly,  the  proceeds  of 
BIDS  not  exceeding  $2,000,000,  authorized  to  be 


borrowed  for  the  purpose,  (these  twa  funds  to  be 
invested  in  purchases ;)  and,  8dly,  (in  which  the 
two  former  resolve  themselves,)  the  interest  on 
the  Public  Debt,  purchased,  redeemed,  or  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  surplusses,  if 
any,  of  moneys  appropriated  for  interest,  to  be  ap- 
plied first  to  purchases  of  the  Debt,  till  the  fund  is 
equal  to  two  per  centum  of  the  outstanding  stock, 
bearing  a  present  interest  of  six  per  cent ;  second, 
to  the  redemption  of  that  stock;  and,  lastly,  to 

Surchases  of  any  unredeemed  residue  of  the  Public 
lebt.  But  there  is  reserved  out  of  this  fund  a 
sum  not  exceeding  eight  per  centum  per  annum 
towards  the  payment  of  interest  and  reimbursing 
of  the  principal  of  the  Loans  made  for  purchases  of 
the  Debt 

To  this  recapitulation  of  the  leading  features  of 
our  Fiscal  System,  it  may  be  useful  to  add  a  sum- 
mary exhibition  of  certain  results,  which  appear 
more  in  detail,  or  are  deducible  from  the  tables  or 
statements  annexed  to  this  report 

The  particulars  and  amount  of  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States  are  as  follows : 

Foreign  Debt,  as  per  statements  B 

and  C  -  -  $14,599,129  86 

Deduct  instalment 

of  Foreign  Debt 

in  the  year  1795, 

to  be  paid  out  of 

proceeds  of  Fo» 

reign  Loans     - 


8,588,228  97 


12,275,847  55 


858,750  00 


Funded  Domestic  Debt,  viz : 

1.  Arising  from 
original  Domestic 
Debt,subscribed  to 
Loan  proposed  by 
Funding  Act — 
Stock  bearing   a 

present  interest 

of  six  per  cent    17,912,188  01 

Stock  bearing  a  fu- 
ture interest  of 
six  per  cent     - 

Stock  bearing  an 
interest  of  three 
per  cent 

2.  Arising  from 
State  Debts  as- 
sumed— 

Stock    bearing   a 

present  interest 

of  six  per  cent      7,908,874  19 
Stock  bearing  a  fu- 
ture interest  of 

six  per  cent  - 
Stock  bearing  an 

interest  of  three 

per  cent 

8.  Arising  from 
balances  to  credit- 
or States — 
Stock   bearing   a 

present  interest 

of  six  per  cent      2,845,056  00 


$18,746,879  85  * 


8,940,608  96 


6,994,115  70 
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Stock  bearing  a  fu- 
ture interest  of 
six  per  cent    -      1,172,538  00 

Stock  bearinff  an 
interest  of  Siree 
per  cent  -         708,616  80 

Unsubscribed  Debt^  yix : 

Principal,  ezciu- 
sive  of  Loan  Of- 
fice certificates, 
bearing  interest 
on  nominal  va- 
lue 

Interest  thereup- 
on, including  in- 
dents - 

Principal  of  Loan 
Office  certifi- 
cates, bearing 
interest  on  no- 
minal sum 

Interest  thereupon 


60,789,914  18 


1,072,588  40 


452,826  74 


27,985  00 
7,880  00 


1,661,176  14 


Total  unredeemed  Debt    -   $76,096,468  67 

This  is  exclusive  of  a  sum  of  $1,400,000  due  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the 
Loan  of  $2,000,000  had  of  that  institution,  pursu- 
ant to  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  by  which  it 
Is  incorporated,  and  which  is  not  included  in  the 
mass  of  the  Debt,  because  it  is  more  than  coun- 
terbalanced by  a  greater  value  in  stock.  It  is  also 
exclusive  of  those  Loans  which  are  temporary  an- 
ticipations of  the  revenue. 

The  particulars  and  amount  of  the  annual  cur* 
rent  revenues  of  the  United  States  are  as  follows : 

APPROPRIATED.  PBRXANENT. 

Duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  domestic    $4,199,791  67 

Duties  on  distilled  spi- 
rits and  stills         -     400,000  00 

Fees  on  patents  -  660  00 

UN  APPROPRIATED. 

Postage  of  letters 
Surplus  dividends  on 
Bigink  stock  - 


29,722  16 
62,500  00 


$4,692,678  83 


TEMPORARY. 

Temporary  duties   on 

imports       -  - 1,479,626  91 

IMTBENAL. 

Duties  on  snu£^  refined 
sugar,  sales  at  auc- 
tion, licenses  to  re- 
tail spirits  and  wines, 
carriages  for  convey- 
ance of  persons       -     880,000  00 


1,859,626  91 


Total  annual  current  revenue    $6,552,800  74 


The  particulars  and  amount  of  the  annual  stated 
expenditure  of  the  United  States  oompnti&g  the 
Army  and  Navy  Establishments  on  the  scak  of  in 
Indian  and  Algerine  war,  are  as  follows : 
Interest  on  the  Foreign  Debt  -  $638,480  58 

Interest  on  Domestic  Funded  Debt  -  2,839,241  50 
Interest  on  Unfunded  Debt  -       66,031  10 

Interest  on  temporary  Loans  -     100,000  00 

Expenses  of  the  Civil  Government^ 

including  Foreign  Intercourse  -  475,349  53 
Expenses  of  Militory  Land  Service  1,511,975  !9 
Expenses  of  Military  Naval  Service  441,508  i!i 
MiscelUny    ...  -     109,.S57  u^ 

Total  annual  expenditure       $5,681,843 


This  sum  is  liable  to  be  increased  by  the  ioteresi 
which  will  begin  to  accrue  on  the  deferred  stocs 
the  first  of  January,  1801 ;  being,  oo  the  present 
amount  of  that  stock,  $871,401  92. 

The  annual  force  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  is  de- 
pending on  ascertained  funds,  may  be  stated  is  foi 
lows: 

Interest  for  a  year,  on  sums  already 
carried  to  its  credit  -  -     $68,225  55 

Interest  for  a  year,  on  debts  of  fo- 
reign ofScers,  in  a  course  of  pay- 
ment, including  arrears  of  interest 
to  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  this 
fund  ....       13,4:5949 

Interest  for  a  year,  on  the  unexpend- 
ed surplus  of  the  revenues  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1790,  being  $4,11,- 
659  49,  supposing  this  to  be  in- 
vested, by  purchase,  in  an  equal 
sum  of  present  six  per  cent  stock,       24,699  56 


total 


-   $106,364^) 


It  is  further  liable  to  be  increased  by  an  iarest* 
ment  in  purchases  of  $865,098  11,  which,  togeth«r 
with  the  sums  from  that  source  already  ioTest- 
ed  in  purchases  and  payments,  will  amount  to 
$2,000,000,  the  sum  authorized  to  be  borroircd  fef 
purchases  of  the  Debt 

But,  as  this  auxiliary  depends  on  an  opentioQ, 
not  only  future,  but,  in  some  degree,  casual,  Hcui' 
not  be  taken  into  an  estimate  of  the  actual  stren^ 
of  the  fund. 

The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  Western  lands  must 
also  be  considered  as  an  eventual  resource. 

There  are  other  contingent  sources  of  at^ment^ 
ation  not  computed,  because  they  are  contingent 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fund  is  liable  to  be  re- 
duced by  a  sum  reserved  out  of  it  for  the  pajmeot 
of  principal  and  interest  of  the  two  millions  aatbo- 
rized  to  be  borrowed  for  purchases,  tM>t  exceeding 
eight  per  centum  per  annum. 

The  sum  applicable,  in  the  first  instance,  to  tbe 
redemption  of  that  portion  of  the  Funded  Debt 
which  bears  a  present  interest  of  six  per  centmo, 
excluding  that  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Coa* 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fond,  is  as  follows : 
Of  transferable  stock  -  -    $516,410  24 
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f  antnnBferable  atoek,  ariaing  from 
bfiUncea  to  creditor  States 


Total 


46,901  12 
-  9563,311  36 


The  8QIZI  applicable,  in  the  iint  instance,  (Uut 
,  on  the  firat  day  of  January,  1802,)  to  the  re- 
emption  of  that  portion  of  the  Funded  Debt  now 
illed  deferred  stock,  excluding  that  standing  to  the 
:edit  of  the  Commtaaionera  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
all  be  as  followa : 

V  transferable  stock  .  -  $249,576  75 

)f  untransferable  stock,  arising  from 
balances  to  creditor  States  -       23,450  66 


Total 


•  9273,027  81 


These  anoia  would  complete  the  redemption  of 
the  whole  amount  of  the  atock  to  which  they  are 
ipplicable,  within  twenty-three  yeara  after  the  re- 
demption in  each  caae  was  begun;  within  which 
terma  they  would  discharge  the  whole  of  the  Pub- 
Qe  Debt,  except  the  Foreign  Debt,  the  unaubacribed 
Debt,  and  the  three  per  cent  atock. 

If  the  redemption  of  the  preaent  aiz  per  cent 
stock  commence  the  iirat  of  January,  1796,  and 
the  redeeming  fund  be  commensurate  with  the 
whole  of  the  unredeemed  stock  bearing  a  present 
ioterest  of  six  per  cent,  and  transferable,  the  reve- 
nae  set  free  in  the  year  1818,  for  operationa  upon 
the  residue  of  the  Debt,  will  be  $2,039,394  36. 

If  the  redemption  of  the  Deferred  Debt  com- 
mence the  first  of  January,  1802,  when  it  may 
rightfully  commence,  and  the  redeeming  fund  be 
commensurate  with  the  whole  of  that  stock,  unre- 
deemed and  transferable,  the  revenue  aet  free  in  Uie 
Tear  1824,  for  operations  upon  the  rettdue  of  the 
Public  Debt,  if  any  remain,  will  be  $998,307  02. 

The  revenue  set  free  by  these  aucceasive  re- 
dempUona,  would  be  aufficient  to  redeem  the  whole 
of  the  preaent  Foreign  Debt  in  aix  yeara ;  that  is, 
within  a  term  of  twenty-eight  years  from  the  pro- 
posed time  for  commencing  the  redemption,  or  the 
Ist  January,  1796 ;  and,  after  extinguiahlng  the  Fo- 
reign Debt,  would  more  than  discharge  the  whole 
of  the  balances  to  creditor  States,  and  the  whole  of 
the  unfunded  Debt  in  two  years  more. 

If  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  in  the  Western  ter- 
ritory should  be  equal  to  three  milliona  of  dollars, 
aod  the  three  per  cent  stock  can  be  purchased  at 
sn  average  of  twelve  shillinffs  in  the  pound,  that 
fond  would  suffice  (o  pay  off  the  principal  of  the 
three  per  cent  stock,  in  something  more  than 
twenty.five  years. 

It  follows,  that  if  the  force  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
be  rendered  eoual,  exclusive  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  Western  lands,  to  the  reoemption  of 
the  present  unredeemed  transferable  stock,  com- 
mencing the  1st  of  January,  1796,  aa  to  that  bear- 
ing a  present  interest  of  6  per  centum,  and  the 
Ist  of  January,  1802,  aa  to  that  bearing  a  future 
interest  of  6  per  centum ;  and  if  the  proceeda  of 
the  sales  of  Western  land[s  should  prove  equal  to 
3)000,000  of  dollam,  and  can  be  brought  into  ao^ 
tioQ  for  purehaaers  of  the  3  per  cent  atook,  at  the 


rate  above  mentioned,  at  any  time  before  the 
year  1801,  the  whole  of  the  present  Debt  of 
the  United  States^  Foreign  and  Domestic,  (the 
funds  appropriated  being,  during  the  whole  period, 
adequate,  in  productiveness,  and  inviolably  applied) 
would  be  extinguished  in  thirty  years.  And  there 
would  then  revert  to  the  United  States,  an  annual 
income  of  4,436,320  dollars  and  89  cents.  Some 
auxiliary  provisions,  which  will  be  proposed,  may 
greatly  accelerate  that  result* 

On  the  basis  of  the  foregoing  data,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  proceeds  to  submit  to  the  consi- 
deration of  Congress,  certain  propositions,  which 
appear  to  him  necessary  to  be  adopted  to  complete 
our  system  of  public  credit  These  will  be  follow- 
ed by  some  expUnatory  remarka. 

I.  Profositiok. 

That  farther  provision  be  made,  with  regard  to  the 
yet  unaubacribed  Debt  of  the  United  States,  aa 
follows : 

let  Further  time  to  be  given,  until  the  end  of 
the  year  1795,  to  aubacribe  the  aame  to  the  Loan 
proposed  by  the  Funding  Act;  with  liberty  to  the 
holders  to  aubacribe  the  arrears  of  intereat  up  to 
that  period,  aeparately  from  the  principal,  reaerving 
that  principal  on  ita  original  footing. 

2d.  An  appropriation  to  be  made  for  payment  of 
intereat  on  ao  much  of  the  principal  (excepting 
Loan  Office  -certificatea  bearing  intereat  on  the 
nominal  value)  aa,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1796, 
ahall  remain  unaubacribed,  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
according  to  the  rate  or  rates  stipulated  by  the 
original  contracts,  and  for  the  payment  of  ten  per 
centum  of  the  arrears  of  interest  thereupon,  to  the 
same  end  of  the  year  1796.  This  pavment  to  be 
made  on  the  1st  of  January,  1796,  at  toe  Treasury, 
where  no  particular  place  of  payment  is  stipulated, 
and  at  such  place,  where  there  is  one. 
^  3d.  The  specie  principal  of  the  Loan  Office  cer- 
tificates, which  bear  interest  on  Uie  nominal  value, 
together  with  the  arrears  of  interest  to  be  imme- 
diately paid  off. 

U.  Proposition. 

That  provision  be  made  for  taking,  upon  Loan 
to  the  United  States,  by  subscription  at  the  Trea- 
sury, the  outstanding  and  unbarred  new  emission 
bills  of  credit  the  sums  subscribed  to  be  paid  in 
the  principal  only  of  those  bills,  and  stock  of 
the  new  Loan  to  bear  an  interest  of  6  per  cent 
per  annum,  payable,  quarter  yearly,  at  the  Trea- 
sury, and  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States,  by  payment  of  the  principal,  with  a  stipu- 
lation to.,  pay  the  same  at  the  expiration  of  thirty 
years.  The  Loan  to  be  deemed  to  commence  on 
the  first  of  Januanr,  1796,  and  to  rest  on  fands  per- 
manently pledge((  namely,  the  permanent  reve- 
nues. 

IIL  PBOFOBrnoM. 

That  provision  be  made  for  converting,  by  a 
new  Loan,  the  whole  of  our  present  Foreign,  into 


*  Thete  ranlto  are  not  ilatad  with  IhKttoml  eorrectiian,be- 
Gsnaa  It  ia  not  neceMary  to  a  mtUCtetonr  eonclojloo,  and  the 
minoteneM  of  the  ealealatkm  would  ha?«  denumdad  mora 
ttae  than  «■  «oaT«altntlj  bo  aparad. 
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Domestic  Debt,  upon  these  terms,  to  wit ;  that,  for 
any  sum  subscribed  to  the  new  Loan,  and  paid  in 
the  principal  of  the  present  Foreign  Debt  of  the 
United  States,  there  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  the 
interest  now  payable  upon  such  principal,  the  fur- 
ther yearly-  interest  of  ^  per  centum,  or,  in  lieu 
thereof,  at  the  option  of  each  subscriber,  an  equi- 
valent sum  in  capital  stock,  bearinor  an  interest  of 
6  per  centum  per  annum.  That  the  whole  inter- 
est upon  the  new  Loan,  including  that  upon  the 
capital  stock,  to  be  given  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
additional  ^  per  cent.,  shall  remain  fixed  until  the 
first  day  of  January,  1818,  at  which  time,  and  not 
sooner,  the  principal  of  the  said  new  Loan,  includ- 
ing the  said  capital  stock  given  as  an  equivalent, 
may  and  shall  be  reimbursed,  except  "as  to  such 
subscribers  as  may  prefer  a  shorter  term  of  reim- 
bursement, who  may  elect  any  term  not  less  than 
fifteen  years.  That  the  permanent  revenues  shall 
be  and  remain  firmly  pledged  fur  the  payment  of 
the  said  interest,  until  the  reimbursement  of  the 
said  principal,  to  be  paid  quarter  yearly,  as  that  of 
the  present  funded  Domestic  Debt.  And,  lastly, 
that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  be 
empowered,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President, 
to  provide  by  new  loans,  for  the  reimbursement 
of  any  iuMtalment,  or  part  of  principal,  of  the 
present  Foreign  Debt,  or  of  the  Loan  to  be  made 
thereupon,  as  aforesaid,  either  by  direct  borrowing 
or  by  sale,  in  the  market,  of  certificates  of  stock, 
so  as  the  said  Loan,  or  the  said  certificates  of  stock, 
shall  bear  an  interest  not  exceeding  6  per  centum 
per  annum,  and  shall  be  liable  to  reimbursement 
within  a  term  not  exceeding  twenty-four  years. 
The  interest  upon  the  capital  reimbursed,  and,  in 
aid  thereof^  the  permanent  revenues,  to  be  pledged 
for  the  interest  upon  the  loans  or  stock  to  be  made 
or  created  by  virtue  of  the  said  power. 

IV.  Pbofositioii. 

That  the  temporary  duties  on  imports  be  made 
co-extensive,  in  duration,  with  those  now  perma- 
nent, and  be  appropriated  in  like  manner ;  and  that 
the  reservation  of  600,000  dollars,  annually,  out  of 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  for  the  support 
of  the  Guverqjnent  of  the  United  States,  and  their 
common  defence,  be  postponed  till  after  the  appro- 
priations for  the  interest  of  the  Funded  Debt,  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  for  the  Sinking  Fund. 

V.  Propositioh. 

That  the  following  provisions  be  added  to  those 

heretofore  made  for  reimbursing  and  redeeming 

the  Debt  of  the  United  States : 

Ist.  To  direct,  by  law,  that  so  much  of  the  sur- 
plus of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1790,  as  shall  remain  uninvested  in 
purchases,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1796,  shall 
MO  be  invested,  one-fourth  part  within  the  month  of 
April,  another  fourth  part  within  the  month  of  July, 
another  fourth  part  within  the  month  of  October, 
in  that  year,  and  the  remainder  within  the  month  of 
January,  1797. 

2d.  To  exonerate  the  fund  established  by  the 
act,  entitled  *'  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  ma- 
king provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,** 


passed  the  8th  of  May,  1792,  from  the  paymeat 
the  rate  per  annum,  which,  by  the  4th  sectioo 
the  act  of  the  12th  of  August,  1790,  entitled ""  ^ 
act  makinff  provision  for  Uie  redactioB  of  the  Pnl 
lie  Debt,"  IS  reserved,  on  aocount  of  the  priacip^ 
and  interest  of  the  moneys  aathorued,  by  that  ad 
to  be  borrowed  for  the  purchases  oi  the  Den 
charging  the  interest  of  the  moneys  so  borrowej 
upon  the  rereaue  from  imports  and  tonnage. 

3d.  To  appropriate  to  the  same  fond,  so  modt  ^ 
the  revenue  from  imports  and  tonnage,  as,  togelhi 
with  the  other  moneys  now  oonstitnting  the  fua^ 
and  which  shall  accrue  to  it  by  virtne  of  the  fori 
going  provisions,  shall  be  sufficient,  from  year  r\ 
year,,  with  the  interest  redeemed,  to  pay  the  san^ 
which  ma^,  of  right,  be  annually  paid  on  aococij 
of  the  principal  of  such  funded  stock,  as,  on  ti^ 
Ist  day  of  January,  1796,  shall  bear  a  preseit 
interest  of  6  per  centum  per  annnm,  ezeloding  th^ 
which  shall  stand  to  the  credit  of  the  CommissiaQi 
ers  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  which  sM 
stand  to  the  credit  of  particular  States,  on  aecosal 
of  the  balances  reported  in  their  faror  by  the  Cm 
missioners  for  settling  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  individual  States ;  to  eontume  w  ap 
propriated  until  the  whole  of  the  said  funded  stock 
shall  be  redeemed,  and,  thenceforth,  until  m 
whole  residue  of  the  present  Debt  of  the  United 
States,  foreign  and  domestic,  Amded  and  anfiuid- 
ed,  shall  be  redeemed  or  discharged. 

4th.  To  appropriate  to  the  same  fund,  the  din^ 
dends  on   tne  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  reservisg. 
from  time  to  time,  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  pay  interest  on  what  shall  remain  un- 
paid of  the  Loan  had  of  the  said  Bank,  pursaaDt  to 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  and, 
also,  so  much  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tpo* 
nage,  as,  together  with  those  dividends,  (dednctia^ 
what  may  1^  necessary  to  pay  interest)  shall  be 
sufficient,  from  jear  to  year,  to  pay  off  the  inital- 
ments  of  the  said  Loan,  hereafter  to  grow  due,  lad 
as,  (the  said  instalments  being  paid,)  together  with 
any  other  moneys  which,  on  the  Ist  dayof  Janoftp 
ry,  1802,  may  belong  to  the  said  fund,  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  shall  be  sufficient,  from  year  to 
year,  with  the  interest  redeemed,  to  pay  the  sQiof 
which  may,  of  right,  be  annually  paid  on  aocoaat 
of  the  principal  of  such  funded  stock,  as,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  year  1800,  ahall  begin  to  bear  an 
interest  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  exdudisgtlttt 
which  shall  stand  to  the  credit  of  the  Coomtf- 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  which  shall 
stand  to  the  credit  of  particular  States,  on  aooonnt 
of  the   balances  reported  in  their  favor,  by  the 
Commi89ioners  for  settling  accounts  betwetn  the 
United  States  and  individual  States ;  to  eontinne 
so  appropriated,  until,  as  well  the  Iwt  mentiooed 
stock,  as  the  instalments  of  the  Loan  aforeaidf 
shall  be  fully  redeemed   and  diseharged,  asd, 
thenceforth,  until  the  whole  residue  of  the  pi«* 
sent  Debt  of  the  United  States,  forngn  and  dome^ 
tic,  funded  and  unfunded,  shall  be  redeeiiied  and 
discharged. 

6th.  To  continue  the  appropriation  to  the  caatf 
fund,  of  the  interest  of  the  stock  which  shall  bt 
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redeemed  by  Tirtue  of  tho  foregoing  prorisions, 
[when  the  full  redemption  in  each  case  is  com- 
pleted) until  the  whole  of  the  present  Debt  of 
the  United  States,  foreign  and  domestic,  funded 
ind  unfunded,  shall  be  redeemed,  by  reimburse- 
ment, purchase  or  otherwise. 

6th.  To  proTide  for  carrying  to  the  same  fund, 
agreeably  to  the  appropriation  in  the  Funding  Act, 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  SUtes  in  the  Western  Territory,  to  be  ap- 
plied according  to  the  said  appropriation. 

7th.  To  appropriate  to  the  same  fund,  to  be 
employed    for  the  purposes  thereof^  all  moneys 
which  Bhall  be  receired    for  debts    due  to  the 
United  States  antecedent  to  the  present  Gonstitu-  I 
tion. 

Bth.  To  pTOTide  that  the  surplusses  of  all  the 
carrent  rerennes  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  remain  at  the  end  of  any  calendar  year,  be- 
yond the  amount  of  the  appropriations  charged 
upon  them,  and  which,  during  the  session  of  Con- 
gress, commencing  next  thereafter,  shall  not  be 
otherwise  specially  appropriated  or  reserved,  shall 
be  carried  to  the  fund  aforesaid,  to  be  applied  to 
the  purposes  thereof. 

9th.  To   provide  for  paying,  annually,  out  of 
the  said  fund,  the  sum  which  may  be  rightAiUy 
paid  in  each  year,  towards  the  redemption  of  the 
funded  stock,  which  does  or  shall  bear  an  interest 
of  six  per  centum  per  annum,   excluding   that 
which  shall  stand  to  the  credit  of  the  Ck>mmis- 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  which  shall 
stand  to  the  credit  of  particular  States,  on  account 
of  the  balances  reported  in  their  favor  by  the  Com- 
missioners for  settling  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  individual  States,  commencing  the  re- 
demption of  that  bearing  a  present  interest,  on 
the  first  of  January,  1796,  and  of  that  to  bear 
interest  after  the  year  1800,  on  (he  first  of  January, 
1802,  and  pledging,  in  the  firmest  manner,  the  faith 
of  the  United  States  to  the  creditors  thereof,  that 
the  said  fund  shall  be   inviolably  applied   to  the 
purpose  of  redeeming  the  stock  aforesaid,  and  af- 
terwards, to  the  redemption  of  the  whole  of  the 
present  Debt  of  the  United   States,  foreign  and 
domestic,  funded  and  unfunded,  until  the  whole 
shall  be  fully  redeemed  and  discharged,  and  to  be 
Tested  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
ts  property  in  trust  for  the  creditors,  until  the  re- 
demption of  the  whole  of  the  present  Debt  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  completed. 

Provided  always,  that,  whenever  the  fund  shall 
be  more  than  sufficient  for  paying  off,  as  they  ac- 
crue, the  remaining  instalments  of  the  said  Loan 
had  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
complete  and  final  redemption  of  the  whole  of 
the  aforesaid  stock,  bearing  and  to  bear  an  in- 
terest of  six  per  cent  according  to  the  right  re- 
served for  that  purpose,  and  also  for  the  payment 
of  the  instalments  of  the  present  Foreign  Debt,  or 
of  such  new  Loans  as  may  be  made  thereupon, 
pursuant  to  the  third  proposition,  and  for  the  re- 
unbursement,  purchase,  or  redemption  of  the  resi- 
due of  the  present  Debt  of  the  United  States*  within 
the  term  of  thirty  years,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  Con- 
S^^  if  at  war  with  any  foreign  European  Power, 


to  apply  so  much  of  the  excess  as  they  may  think 
fit,  the  said  excess  being  certified  by  the  Cfommis- 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  ^nd,  towards  the  expenses 
of  such  war ;  excepting  always  so  much  of  the 
said  excess  as  may  be  requisite  to  fulfil  any  con- 
tracts which  shall  have  been  entered  into  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  pursuant  to 
the  powers  vested  in  them;  and  provided,  that 
no  second  appropriation  of  any  such  excess  shall 
derogate  from  the  fund  once  reserved  for  the  re- 
demption or  purchase  of  the  said  residue  of  the 
Debt,  within  the  said  term  of  thirty  years. 

10th.  To  provide  that  all  reimbursements  of  the 
capital  of  the  Public  Debt,  foreign  and  domestic, 
and  of  Uie  remaining  instalments  of  the  aforesaid 
Loan  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  be  made 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  empowering  them,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
as  the  instalments  of  principal  become  due,  to 
borrow,  if  necessary,  the  sums  requisite  to  pay 
those  instalments.  Provided,  that  the  ultimate 
term  ^for  the  reimbursement  of  any  Loan  they 
may  make,  shall  not  exceed  twenty-four  years; 
the  interest  thereof  to  be  charged — first,  upon  the 
interest  of  the  instalments  which  shall  be. reim- 
bursed by  means  thereof,  except  the  instalments  of 
funded  six  per  cent  stock;  secondly,  upon  the 
revenue  from  imports  and  tonnage,  to  make  good 
any  deficiency. 

VI.  Propositiok. 

That  power  be  given  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President,  to  borrow,  from  time  to  time,  such  sums 
as  may  be  necessary  in  anticipation  of  the  reve- 
nues appropriated  for  the  purpose,  not  exceeding, 
in  one  year,  one  million  of  dollars,  to  be  reimbursed 
within  a  year  from  the  time  of  each  Loan,  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  which  shall  annually  ac- 
crue on  the  Public  Debt 

The  interest  upon  each  Loan  to  be  defrayed  out 
of  the  permanent  revenues. 

VII.  pROPOsmoK. 

That  the  internal  revenues  from  snuff  and  re- 
fined sugar,  sales  at  auction,  licenses  to  sell  by  re- 
tail foreign  distilled  spirits  and  wines,  carriages 
for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  bo  continued  to  the 
first  day  of  January,  1800,  and  that  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  principal  of  the  Loan  of  $1,000,000, 
authorized  to  be  borrowed  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  foreign  intercourse,  be  charged  upon 
this  fund. 

VIII.  PBOPOfimoN. 

That,  in  regard  to  any  sum  which  shall  have 
remained  unexpended  upon  any  appropriation 
other  than  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the 
Funded  Debt  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  for  more  than  two  years  after  the  end  of 
the  calendar  year  in  which  the  act  of  appropria- 
tion shaU  have  been  passed,  such  appropriation 
shall  be  deemed  to  cease  and  determine — and  the 
sum  expended  upon  it  shall  be  carried  to  an  ac- 
count to  be  denominated  **the  Surplus  Fund." 
But  no  appropriation  shall  be  so  deemed  to  have 
ceased  or  determined,   till  after  the  year  1795 
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unless  it  shall  appear  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury that  the  object  of  such  appropriation  has  been 
fully  satisfied ;  in  which  case  it  snail  be  lawful  ibr 
him  to  cause  to  be  carried  the  unexpended  residue 
thereof  to  the  account  aforesaid. 

IX.  Pboposition. 

That  proTision  be  made  that  all  priorities,  here- 
tofore established  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
Funded  Debt,  as  between  the  different  parts  of 
the  said  Deb^  shall,  after  the  year  1796,  cease, 
with  respect  to  all  creditors  of  the  United  States 
who  do  not  before  the  expiration  of  the  period, 
signify  their  dissent  therefrom ;  and  that,  thence- 
forth, with  the  exception  onljr  of  the  debts  of  those 
creditors,  who  shall  so  signify  their  dissent,  the 
revenues  charged  with  these  appropriations  shall 
constitute  a  common  or  consolidated  fund,  charge- 
able indiscriminately  and  without  priority. 

X.  PBOPOsrnoir. 

That  provision  be  made  for  calling  in  all  out- 
standing Loan  Office  certificates ;  certificates  called 
final  settlements,  and  indents  of  interest,  and  for 
issuing,  in  lieu  of  them,  other  certificates  of  equiva- 
lent tenor,  establishing  that  all  which  shall  not  be 
presented  for  exchange  within  the  term  of  two 
years  shall  be  barred. 

Bemarha  upon  the  Fint  Propontion. . 

Tho  experiment  has  now  been  fully  tried,  and 
with  nearly  complete  success,  of  the  disposition  of 
the  public  creditors  to  accept  the  terms  offered  by 
the  Funding  Act  Those  who  still  decline  have 
probably  made  a  final  election  to  abide  by  their 
original  contracts. 

it  remains  to  fulfil  them.  This,  the  moral  obli- 
gation of  the  contracts ;  the  new  and  peremptory 
sanction  given  to  them  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment, and  the  essential  maxims  of  public  credit, 
unite  to  demand;  and,  while  these  cogent  mo- 
tives, affecting  intimately  the  permanent  character 
and  general  interest  of  the  United  States,  recom- 
mend the  measure,  there  is  now  no  longer  any 
momentary  inducement,  from  situation,  to  procras- 
tinate. 

The  present  advanced  state  of  the  national 
finances,  and  the  inconsiderable  magnitude  of  the 
still  unsubscribed  Debt,  render  it  of  little,  if  any, 
consequence  to  obtain  upon  it  the  temporary  ac- 
commodation of  deferring  the  payment  of  a  part 
of  the  interest  accruing  acconiing  to  contract 
This  motive  apart,  and  considering  the  approxi- 
mation of  the  period  when  the  payment  of  inte- 
rest on  the  Deferred  Debt  is  to  commence,  the 
chance  of  benefiting  by  a  fill  of  the  market  rate 
of  interest,  incident  to  a  provision  for  the  Debt  on 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  which  make  it  redeem- 
able at  pleasure,  may  be  found  more  advantageous 
to  die  Qovemment  than  the  partial  postponement 
of  interest  encumbered  with  an  abridgement  of  the 
right  of  redemption. 

To  those  who  should  not  rightly  appreciate  this 
drcumstance,  it  might  seem  an  objection  that  the 
provision  proposed  would  place  those  creditors, 
who  had  not  consented  to  accommodate  the  Qo- 


vemment, upon  a  better  footing  than  those  wIm) 
had  so  consented. 

But  a  scruple  of  this  kind  is  overruled  hj  sen- 
ral  considerations.  1st  It  is  not  improbabte  that 
a  considerable  proportion  of  those  who  may  not 
have  accepted  Uie  terms  offered  by  the  Fonding 
Act,  are  executors  and  other  trustees^  who  mtx 
have  doubted  their  power  to  accept 

2d.  Givmg  the  fullest  force  to  the  &ct  whidi 
is  the  ground  of  the  objection,  it  is  one  of  those 
cases  in  which  the  general  principles  that  consti- 
tute the  permanent  happiness  of  sodety,  give  the 
less  meritorious  advanteges  over  the  more  merito- 
rious. All  the  creditors  had  a  right  to  conforD, 
or  not  Those  who  have  not  done  i^  have  only 
used  their  rieht,  and  it  cannot  be  matter  of  olycc- 
tion  or  prejudice  to  them.  To  delay  indefinitely  a 
provision  for  their  claims,  according  to  oootnct,  is 
to  annihihite  the  contract 

The  complying  creditors  cannot  with  proprietj 
complain.  They  were  informed  unequirocallj 
that  the  proposal  of  a  new  Loan  was  refemd  to 
their  free  choice;  that  the  rights  of  those  who 
did  not  assent  would  remain  unimpaired;  and 
compensations  were  offered  in  the  new  contracts 
for  the  suirender  of  the  old.  A  plea  that  an  ulti- 
mate provision  was  not  relied  upion,  could  not  he 
admitted,  because  it  would  be  to  convert  a  dk- 
trust  of  the  faith  of  the  Government,  into  an  ar- 
gument against  its  being  observed  towaids  those 
who  had  depended  upon  it 

But  the  complying  creditors  actually  reodved 
valuable  considerations  for  the  modtfieatioD  of 
their  claims,  instead  of  annual  provision  for  their 
interest,  which  alone  their  contracts  as  they  stood 
previous  to  the  Funding  Act  required ;  they  hare 
had  it  secured  by  adequate  funds  permanentlj 
mortgaged  for  its  payment 

Instead  of  the  stipulated  annuity  b«ng  redeem- 
able at  pleasure,  whenever  a  fidl  in  the  market 
rate  of  interest  should  render  it  advantageoos  to 
pay  off  the  prindpid,  it  has  acquired  a  more  fixed 
character  by  the  relinquishment  of  the  right  of 
the  (Government  to  redeem,  except  in  certain  pro- 
portions, and  a  capacity  to  increase  in  capital 
value,  by  a  declension  of  the  market  rate  of  inte- 
rest 

Instead  of  receiving  their  interest  in  one  pay- 
ment, at  the  end  of  a  year,  they  receive  it  in 
quarter  yearly  portions,  which  makes  i^  in  &ct, 
6.16  per  cent,  in  lieu  of  the  stipulated  nte  of  six 
per  centum. 

On  the  first  point  it  has  been  argued,  that,  sop- 
posing  a  steady  preservation  of  its  fiutb  by  the 
Government,  it  is  indifferent  to  the  creditor 
whether  his  demand  stands  upon  the  basis  of  an 
annual  provision,  or  upon  that  of  mortgaged 
funds. 

This  is  to  substitute  theory  to  fiact  As  well 
with  regard  to  a  Government  as  to  an  indiyidaal, 
there  is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  an  intrinsic  di^ 
ference  between  the  value  of  a  debt  bottomed  on 
mort£j^;ed  funds,  and  that  of  a  debt  resting  oa 
what  is  called,  in  the  one  oase,  and  may  be  aiUed 
in  the  other,  personal  security.  The  degree  of 
this  difference,  and  some  of  the  drcnmstances  oo 
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which  it  depends,  may  be  different  in  the  two  cases, 
bat  the  reality  of  its  existence  can  be  denied  in 
neither. 

Goyemment  being  administered  by  men,  is 
naturally,  like  individaals,  subject  to  particalar 
impulses,  passions,  prejudices,  vices ;  of  course  to 
inconstancy  of  yieirs  and  mutability  of  con- 
duct. 

A  kind  of  property  of  which  the  essence  is  con- 
tract, most  necessarily,  therefore,  be  more  or  less 
nluable,  because  more  or  less  secure,  in  proportion 
AS  it  is  little  or  much  exposed  to  the  influence  of 
that  inconstancy,  or  that  mutability. 

If  a  provision  is  to  be  made  by  a  new  resolution 
every  year,  that  resolution  being  always  liable  to  be 
affected  by  momentary  circumstances,  is  always 
casual. 

If  made  once  for  all,  it  continues,  of  course,  un- 
less revoked  by  some  positive  act,  and  has  for  that 
reason  a  moral  certainty  of  stability. 

But  why,  it  might  be  asked,  if  a  disposition  un- 
faithful to  the  public  engagements,  or  unfriendly  to 
the  public  credit  should  exist,  would  it  not  operate 
to  produce  a  violation  of  a  provision  made,  as  well 
as  to  prevent  the  making  of  one  ? 

The  two  things  are  widely  different  To  undo, 
which  is  to  net,  and,  in  such  a  case,  to  act  with 
Tiolence,  requires  more  enterprise  and  vigor,  and 
presupposes  greater  energy,  or  a  stronger  impulse, 
than  not  to  do,  or  to  forbear  to  act  This  is  par- 
ticularly true  where  a  number  of  wills  is  to  con- 
cur. Many  men  who  will  not  rouse  to  the  effort 
or  encounter  the  responsibility  of  doing  mischief 
by  positive  acts,  will  readily  enough  slide  into  it  by 
a  negative  conduct;  that  is,  by  omitting  to  act 
Many  men,  merely  from  easiness  of  temper,  or  want 
of  active  fortitude,  will  suffer  evil  to  take  place, 
which  they  neither  desire  nor  would  themselves 
commit.  In  collective  bodies,  votes  are  necessary 
to  action :  absences  may  produce  inaction.  It  often 
happens,  that  a  majority  of  voices  could  not  be  had 
to  a  resolution  to  undo  or  reverse  a  thing  once  done, 
which  there  would  not  be  a  majority  of  voices 
to  do. 

Tnis  reasoning  acquires  tenfold  force  when  ap- 
plied to  a  complex  Government  like  ours ;  that  is, 
to  a  Government  distributed  into  departments, 
acting  through  different  Organs  which  must  con- 
cur to  give  it  motion  ;  as,  in  our  Constitution,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  Senate,  and  the  Pre- 
sident 

In  delicate  and  difficult  cases,  whether  to  issue  in 
good  or  ill,  a  suspension  of  action  is  far  more  natu- 
ral to  such  a  Government  than  action. 

It  can  hardly  happen  that  all  the  branches  or 
I»rt8  of  it  can  be  infected  at  one  time  with  a 
common  passion,  or  disposition,  manifestly  inimi- 
cal to  Justice  and  the  public  good,  as  to  prostrate 
the  public  credit  by  revoking  a  pledge  given  to  the 
creditors.  It  is  far  more  probable  that  such  a  dis- 
position should,  at  one  time,  possess  one  part  at 
another  time,  another  part  Piissessing  either  part 
it  might  be  sufficient  to  obstruct  a  provision  which 
was  to  be  made.  Without  possessing  all  the  parts, 
it  could  not  subvert  one  whic^  had  been  made. 
The  last  can  scarcely  be  supposed,  except  in  one  of 
3dCoh. 


those  extraordinary  crises  of  nations  which  confound 
all  ordinary  calculations. 

Hence  the  value  of  property  in  Public  Debt 
which  rests  on  specified  and  competent  funds, 
firmly  pledged  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  creditor, 
is  intrinsically  greater,  and  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent than  that  of  property  in  Public  Debt  which 
depends  on  annual  provision.  Hence,  too,  a  credi- 
tor to  whom  such  a  pledge  was  not  stipulated, 
may  be  Justly  said  to  have  received  a  compensa- 
tion for  the  relinquishment  of  a  portion  of  his 
interest 

On  the  second  point  ^^  ^<^  yieen  observed,  with 
less  plausibility,  that  in  this  country,  where  it 
would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  creditor  to  re- 
ceive his  principal  rather  than  a  rate  of  six  per 
cent  interest  the  abridgment  of  the  right  of  re- 
demption is  of  no  value. 

1st  The  proposition  is  not  universally  true. 

It  depends  on  the  particular  situation  of  a  credi- 
tor whether  it  be  his  interest  to  be  reimbursed  his 
principal  or  not  It  is  believed,  owing  to  the  im- 
punctuality  of  collections,  that  in  no  part  of  the 
United  States  does  fair  lending  at  priyate  interest, 
upon  real  security,  nett  six  per  cent 

2d.  As  far  as  it  is  true,  it  does  not  authorize  the 
inference  which  is  drawn,  because  the  creditor  can- 
not demand  his  principal  when  it  suits  him,  but 
must  wait  till  it  is  convenient  for  the  Government 
to  pay.  This  convenience  might  not  exist  till 
there  was  a  fall  in  the  market  rate  of  interest,  and 
then  it  would  not  be  the  interest  of  the  creditor  to 
receive. 

Unable  to  exact  the  principal  when  he  pleases, 
it  is  a  material  point  gained  to  be  able  to  arrest 
the  hand  of  the  Government  from  paying  him, 
when  it  is  his  interest  not  to  receive.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  whenever  the  rate  of  interest  to  which 
he  is  entitled,  shall  exceed  the  market  rate,  if  he 
cannot  be  obliged  to  receive  back  his  principal,  or 
take  the  market  rate,  his  stock  must  rise  in  value 
in  proportion  to  the  difference  and  degree  of  its 
duration. 

Nor,  is  an  idea  which  has  been  entertained.  Just, 
that  this  advantage  is  remote  and  contingent  to 
accrue  only  to  those  who  may  be  holders  at  the 
time  of  the  fall  of  interest  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  were  holders  when  the  Funding  Act  passed, 
many  of  whom,  as  it  is  alleged,  being  oblis^ed  to 
alienate  then  or  shortly  after,  suffered  loss  in  the 
sale,  from  the  postponement  of  a  part  of  their  in- 
terest without  benefiting  by  the  supposed  equi- 
valents. 

The  fairness  of  an  equivalent  ought  never  to  be 
tested  by  the  necessities  of  particular  individuals. 
It  ought  to  be  estimated  by  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  value ;  by  the  natural  and  real  operation 
of  things.  Admitting,  therefore,  the  suggestion 
as  to  such  individuals  to  be  true,  it  would  decide 
nothing. 

But  it  is  not  true.  The  permanency  of  a  high 
rate  of  interest  and  the  possibility  of  a  future 
rise  of  the  capital  above  par,  by  the  fall  of  the 
market  rate  below  the  stipulated  rate,  were,  to 
the  first  holders  of  stock,  circumstances  of  present 
▼alae. 
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Foreigners,  especiaUj,  whose  purcbsses  would 
necessarily  influence  the  market  would  give  higher 
prices  for  it  on  these  accounts. 

And  when  to  this  are  added,  the  fundingjof  the 
new  stock  and  the  payment  of  the  interest  quarter 
yearly,  there  is  soud  ground  for  entertaining  an 
opinion  that  the  stock  has^  from  the  earliest  period, 
borne  a  better  price  in  the  market  than  upon 
the  principle  of  an  annual  payment  of  six  per  cent 
on  the  whole  capital  depending  upon  an  annual 
provision. 

This  opinion  would  be  confirmed,  if  we  should 
take  as  a  guide  what  actually  happened  in  one  or 
more  of  the  States  which  made  annual  proyision  for 
the  payment  of  interest  upon  their  debts,  at  tiie 
stipulated  rate  of  six  per  cent  With  this  provision 
the  market  price  of  their  stock  rarely  exceeded  881 
per  centum. 

It  is  probable  that  greater  confidence  in  the 
ability  and  constancy  of  views  of  the  Goyem- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  might  have  given  a 
greater  value  to  their  stock  in  a  like  situation. 
But  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  it  would  have 
felt,  in  a  great  degree,  a  similar  effect  of  that  situ* 
ation. 

This  may  not  appear  with  respect  to  the  small 
amount  of  unsnbsanbed  Debt  now  to  be  provided 
for,  and  with  the  advantage  of  a  confirmation  of 
confidence  by  experience;  but  it  could  not  have 
&iled  to  have  been  very  apparent,  if  the  whole  Debt 
had  been  provided  for  on  this  plan. 

These  observations  serve  to  render  it  probable 
that  the  creditors  who  have  accepted  the  terms 
offered  by  the  Qovemolent,  have  not  been  injured 
by  the  acceptance;  that,  if  they  had  now  an 
option  to  chanee  their  ground  for  that  which  is 
now  proposed  for  non-subscribcvs,  it  would  be  an 
ill-judged  choice  in  them  to  do  it :  and  that,  upon 
these,  as  well  as  other  accounts,  they  wiU  have  no 
cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  proposal  under 
consideration. 

Let  it  be  added,  that^  whether  the  non-subscri- 
bers  shaU  five  better  or  not  by  that  proposal  than 
the  subscribers,  it  is  tiie  intenot  of  all  the  public 
creditors,  upon  principle  and  precedent,  that  the 
public  faith  should  be  preserved  towards  those  non- 
subscribers. 

But  at  the  same  time^  every  consideration  oon^ 
nected  vrith  the  question  urns  that  nothing  more 
should  be  done  for  non-subscribers  than  is  posi* 
tively  due  to  good  ikith.  Accordingly,  the  pn^po- 
sition  contempUtes  that  their  debt  shall  not  be  fund* 
ed,  but  that  provision  shaU  be  annually  nude. 

With  regard  to  arrears  of  interest,  a  tenth  part 
only  is  proposed  to  be  paid  on  the  first  of  January, 
1796.  At  this  rate  they  wsould  be  paid  off  in  ten 
years. 

In  strictness,  the¥  ought  to  be  immediately  dis- 
charged. But,  to  haTe  done  this  on  the  whde 
Debt,  would  have  been  impracticable ;  to  do  it  on 
what  now  remains  unsubscribed,  would  not  only 
be  unequal,  but  would,  at  the  present  momenti 
obstruct  airangements  which  are  conducive  to 
the  general  interests  of  the  creditors.  The  state 
of  the  Treasury  in  succeeding  years  will  enable 
Congress  to  decide  how  ftr  £e  payment  caa  be 


accelerated.  In  the  mean  time,  the  cnditon 
have  an  option  to  separate  these  arrears  from  the 
principal,  and  to  fiind  them  at  three  per  cent,  u 
has  been  done  generally  vrith  regard  to  interest 
The  case  of  a  large  arrear  of  intemt,  wising  from 
the  inability  of  a  former  Government  which  is  the 
present  case,  is  liable  to  some  peculiar  oonsiden- 
tions. 

A  difference  is  made  in  the  spedal  case  of  tbe 
Loan  Office  certificates,  which,  by  contract,  are  en- 
titled  to  interest  of  six  per  cent  on  the  nomiml 
principal,  redeemable  only  by  payment  of  the  specie 
principal 

This  is  too  disadvantageous  a  footing  fiir  the  Go- 
vernment 

The  alternative  most  convenient  at  this  tune,  is 
to  pay  off  the  Debt,  which  is  Dropooed.  To  dude 
this  contract  would  oe  to  sacrifice  a  Tory  great  prin- 
ciple to  a  very  litUe  interest 

The  amount  will  be  seen  in  the  statement  A. 

B&marii  on  the  Seoond  ProponUtm, 

The  certificates,  or  bills  of  credit,  called  new 
emission  money,  were  emitted  pursuant  to  a  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  of  the  18th  of  March,  1780, 
which  directs  them  to  be  emitted  upon  the  foods 
of  individual  StateSi  to  bear  an  interest  of  five 
per  centum  per  annum,  payable  in  spede,  at  tbe 
redemption  of  the  bills ;  or,  at  the  election  of  the 
holder,  annually,  at  the  Continentol  Loan  Offices, 
in  steriing  bills,  drawn  by  the  United  States  upon 
their  Commissioners  in  Europe,  and  pledges  the 
fiuth  of  the  United  States  for  the  payment  of  the 
said  bills,  in  case  any  State  on  whose  funds  thcj 
should  be  emitted,  should,  by  the  events  of  war, 
be  rendered  incapable  to  ndeem  them;  directing; 
also,  an  endorsement  to  be  made  upon  each  bill, 
in  these  words:  **The  United  States  insure  the 
payment  of  the  within  bill,  and  will  draw  bills  of 
exchange  for  the  interest  annually,  if  demandedi 
according  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of 
March,  1780.'' 

These  resolutions  and  the  endorsement  upon  the 
bills,  engage  the  absolute  promise  of  the  United 
States  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  indefinitely, 
and  tiieir  eventual  guarantee  of  the  prindpai,  m 
case  any  State  on  whose  funds  the  bills  should  be 
emitte<^  should,  by  the  events  of  war,  be  ren- 
dered mc^Mible  to  redeem  them;  which  is,  is 
effect,  though  not  in  form,  an  abaolate  goaran- 
tee  of  the  principal,  for  the  United  States  an 
bound  to  pay  the  interest  perpetually  tiH  that  is 
discharged. 

Qood  faith  demands  that  the  United  States  should 
supply  the  omissions  of  tiie  States  which  issued  the 
bills,  by  providing  themselves,  at  least  for  the  in- 
terest upon  them. 

But  it  is  not  ss  easy  to  pronounce  on  what  tenas 
th^  ought  to  be  provided  for« 

On  their  face,  and  according  to  tbe  unrevoked 
resolutions  of  Con^-essi  they  are  of  WMia»  value, 
equal  to  their  nominal  amount,  and  bearing  fin 
per  cent  interest 

But  it  is  known  that  they  were.isBoed  by  dif 
feront  States,  at  different  values,  fixed  by  previooi 
Uwa.    The  true  natoro  of  the  oontiacti  thcnfiBR, 
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in  fiiM^  and  the  true  equity  of  the  case,  are,  firom 
these  drenmstances,  inToWed  in  some  question. 

A  compromise,  by  a  new  agreement,  seems  the 
best  road  out  of  the  difficulty. 

This  is  the  aim  of  the  proposition,  which,  it  is 
hoped,  will,  in  the  main,  reasonably  consult  all  in- 
terests. 

There  have  been  special  references  of  this  sub- 
ject to  the  Secretary,  but  he  purposely  declined  a 
report  till  the  expiration  of  the  term  limited  by  the 
act,  entitled,  '*  An  act  relatiTe  to  claims  against  the 
United  States,  not  barred  by  any  act  of  hmitation, 
and  which  have  not  been  already  adjusted,*'  passed 
the  12th  of  February,  1798,  had  obriated  a  danger 
to  which  the  business  was  exposed.  It  is  now  as- 
certained that  the  amount  for  which  the  United 
States  shall  be  in  future  liable,  is  ninety  thousand 
fiye  hundred  and  seyenty-four  dollars.  The  sums 
subscribed  to  the  Loan,  wOl,  of  course,  be  a  charge 
against  the  States  which  respectiyely  issued  the 
bills. 

Eemarii  an  the  Third  Proportion, 

The  payment  of  interest  and  instalmenta  of  prin- 
ctpai  of  our  Foreign  Debt,  in  the  countries  where 
it  was  contracted,  is  found  by  experience  to  be  at- 
tended with  difficulty,  embarrassment,  some  loss, 
and  a  degree  of  casualty  which  occasionally  puts  in 
jeofHtfdy  the  national  credit  Loans  for  reimburse- 
ment must  be  made  before-hand,  as  the  market 
suits^  and  necessarily  involye  double  interest  for  a 
greater  or  less  time.  The  procuring  of  bills  to  be 
remitted  for  payment  of  interest,  cannot  be  depen- 
ded upon  in  coincidence  with  the  periods  of  pay- 
ment, which,  co-operating  with  distance,  renders 
inconyenient  anticipations  necessary. 

The  remitting  in  commodities  would  be  liable 
to  other  casualties,  and  to  some  peculiar  objec- 
tions; and  whatever  mode  be  adopted,  it  may  be 
frequently  not  practicable  to  deposite  in  season 
the  necessary  funds  on  the  spot,  without  great  sa- 
crifices. I^  therefore,  the  place  of  these  payments 
oould,  with  coDsent  of  the  creditors,  upon  an  equi- 
table indemnification  to  them  for  the  transfer,  be 
changed  to  the  United  States,  the  operation  would 
be,  in  various  lights,  beneficial  It  has  occurred 
that  the  present  posture  of  the  affidrs  of  Europe 
might  &vor  a  plan  of  this  kind,  and  perhaps  pro- 
duce some  ooUatetal  advantages.  Under  this  idea, 
•n  experiment  is  proposed.  The  promised  aug- 
mentation of  interest  is  intended  as  an  indemnifi- 
cation for  the  expense  and  hasard  of  agencies  in 
this  country,  delays  in  remittance,  inconvenience 
of  distant  negotiation,  renunciation  of  the  facilities 
which  attend  the  receipt  of  interest  at  home,  risks 
of  loss  by  exchange,  &a,  and  is  calculated  on  a  lib* 
eral  scale,  in  order  to. induce  an  acceptance  of  the 
proposition. 

I^  instead  of  an  Uwroaoe  of  interest,  the  option 
of  an  ofukdUnt  be  given,  by  way  of  premium,  in 
stodc  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  it  woidd 
have  attractions  for  certain  creditors,  and  would 
liMsilitate  the  success  of  the  measure.  On  strict 
calculation,  the  equivalent  would  be  six  dollars 
and  fifty-eight  oeots  per  100  doUars  of  the  princi- 
pal subscribed.    It  is  not  peroeiTed  that  the  inter- 


ests of  the  United  States  could  suffer  by  allowing 
the  alternative.  The  fixing  of  the  rate  of  interest, 
by  postponing  the  reimbursement  to  the  year  1818, 
would  also  be  a  powerful  inducement  And  till  the 
period  of  reimbursement  arrives,  any  surplus  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  which  may  exist,  can  be  invested  in 
purchiues,  so  as  to  prevent  the  progress  of  the  fund 
being  arrested. 

It  could  not  be  necessary  to  observe,  except  for 
the  sake  of  dispelling  jealousy  or  apprehension  on 
the  part  of  the  creditors,  that,  while  the  plan  is  in 
experiment,  and  afterwards,  wiUi  regard  to  idl  who 
do  not  embrace  it,  everything  is  to  proceed  as  here- 
tofore, and  as  the  contracts  respecting  the  debt  re- 
quire. 

The  auxiliary  proposition  of  giving  power  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  remit  certi- 
ficates for  sale,  is  founded  upon  a  belief  that  this 
operation  will  sometimes  be  practicable,  where  di- 
rect loans  cannot  be  effected,  and  will  be  occasion- 
ally a  more  beneficial  mode  of  remittance  than  by 
bills  of  exchange. 

Eemarh  on  the  Fourth  Propooition,  • 

The  object  of  this  proposition  is  to  give  moral 
certainty  to  the  adequateness  of  the  fund  for  pay- 
ing the  interest  upon  the  Debt  and  for  its  ultimate 
redemption,  making  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the 
casualties  to  which  it  is  exposed. 

Bemarii  on  the  Fijth  PropoHtion, 

There  is  no  sentiment  which  can  better  deserve 
the  serious  attention  bf  the  legislators  of  a  countiy, 
than  the  one  expressed  in  the  Speech  of  the  Presi- 
dent, which  indicates  the  danger  to  every  Qovem- 
ment  finom  the  progressive  accumulation  of  debt 

A  tendency  to  it  is,  perhaps,  the  natund  disease 
of  all  Governments ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive 
anything  more  likely  than  this  to  lead  to  great  and 
convulsive  revolutions  of  empire. 

On  the  one  hand,  the  exigencies  of  a  nation,  cre- 
ating new  causes  of  expenditure,  as  well  from  its 
own,  as  from  the  ambition,  rapacity,  injustice,  in- 
temperance, and  folly,  of  other  nations,  proceed  in 
increasing  and  rapid  succession.  On  the  other, 
there  is  a  general  propensity  in  those  who  admin- 
ister the  flairs  of  a  Government,  founded  in  the 
constitution  of  man,  to  shift  off  the  burden  from  the 
present  to  a  future  day — a  propensity  which  may 
be  expected  to  be  strong  in  proportion  as  the  form 
of  a  State  is  popular. 

To  extinguish  a  debt  which  exists,  and  to  avoid 
the  contracting  more,  are  ideas  always  fiivored  by 
public  feeling  and  opinion;  but  to  pay  taxes  for 
the  one  or  the  other  purpose,  which  are  the  only 
means  of  avoiding  the  evil,  is  always  more  or  less 
unpopular.  These  contradictions  are  in  human  na- 
ture ;  and  happy,  indeed,  would  be  the  lot  of  a 
country  that  should  ever  want  men  ready  to  turn 
them  to  the  account  of  their  own  popularity,  or  to 
some  other  sinister  account 

Hence,  it  is  no  uncommon  spectacle  to  see  the 
same  men  clamoring  for  occasions  of  expense, 
when  they  happen  to  be  in  unison  with  the  pre- 
sent humor  of  the  community,  whether  well  or  ill 
directed,  declaiming  against  a  Public  I>ebt,  and  for 
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the  reduction  of  it  as  an  abstract  thesis ;  yet  vehe- 
ment against  every  plan  of  taxation  which  is  pro- 
posed to  discharge  old  debts,  or  to  avoid  new,  by 
defraying  expenses  of  exigencies  as  they  emerge. 

These  unhandsome  arts  throw  artificial  embar- 
rassment in  the  way  of  the  administration  of  a 
Government,  and,  co-operating  with  the  desire 
which  they  themselves  are  too  apt  to  feel  to  concil- 
iate public  favor,  by  declining  to  lay  even  necessa- 
ry burdens,  or  with  the  fear  of  losing  it,  by  impo- 
sing them  with  firmness,  serve  to  promote  the 
accumulation  of  Debt,  by  leaving  that  which  exists 
without  adequate  provision  for  its  reimbursement, 
and  by  preventing  the  levying,  with  energy,  new 
taxes,  when  new  occasions  of  expense  occur.  The 
consequence  is,  that  the  Public  Debt  swells  till  its 
magnitude  becomes  enormous,  and  the  burdens  of 
the  people  gradually  increase,  till  their  weight  be- 
comes intolerable.  Of  such  a  state  of  things,  great 
disorders  in  the  whole  political  economy,  convul- 
sions and  revolutions  of  Government,  are  a  natural 
ofifspring. 

There  can  be  no  more  sacred  obligation,  then,  on 
the  public  agents  of  a  nation,  than  to  guard,  with 
provident  foresight  and  inflexible  perseverance 
against  so  mischievous  a  result  True  patriotism 
and  genuine  policy  cannot,  it  is  respectfully  pre- 
sumed, be  better  demonstrated  by  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  at  the  present  juncture,  than  by  impro- 
ving, efficaciously,  the  very  favorable  situation  in 
which  they  stand,  for  extinguishing  with  reasona- 
ble celerity,  the  actual  Debt  of  the  country,  and 
for  laving  the  foundation  of  a  system  which  may 
shiela  posterity  from  the  consequences  of  the  usual 
improvidence  and  selfishness  of  its  ancestors,  and 
which,  if  possible,  may  give  immortality  to  pub- 
lic credit 

Fortunately  for  the  first  object,  the  circumstan- 
ces in  our  foreign  afibirs,  which  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, impelled  to  an  extension  of  the  national  rev- 
enues, have  left  little  more  to  do  than  to  apply  the 
existing  means  with  decision  and  efficacy. 

The  second  object  will  depend  on  the  establish- 
ment of  wise  principles  in  the  application,  fitted  to 
become  a  permanent  precedent  in  the  fiscal-  system 
of  the  country. 

The  first  report  of  the  Secretary  on  the  subject 
of  the  Public  Debt,  of  the  9th  of  January,  1790, 
suggests  the  idea  of  "incorporating,  as  a  funda- 
mental maxim  in  the  system  of  public  credit  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  creation  of  Debt  should  al- 
ways be  accompanied  with  the  means  of  extin- 
guishment ;  that  this  is  the  true  secret  for  render^ 
ing  public  credit  immortal,  and  that  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  a  situation  in  which  there  may  not  be 
an  adherence  to  the  maxim  i*^  and  it  expresses  "  an 
unfeigned  solicitude,  that  tnis  may  be  attempted 
by  the  United  States,  and  that  they  may  commence 
their  measures  for  the  establishment  of  credit  with 
the  observance  of  it'^ 

•  It  U  ondentood  that  the  PwUMncntorGrMt  BrltalB  hitirtth- 
ta  tb«  lut  km  jcan,  fonnally  adopted  u  a  standing  rale,  the 
prindola  of  incwporatlng.  wito  the  creation  of  Debt,  the  mean* 
of  ejctngntBbnMiit.  How  modi  easier  must  the  ezeootlon  of  this 
tanportant  priAclpIe  be  to  the  United  Btatea,  than  to  a  nation 
wbleh,  before  It  began,  had  so  deeply  mortgafed  its  resooroea. 
Let  the  United  States  never  have  to  regret,  hereafter,  thatt  they 
postponed  too  long  ao  proTldent  a  pkeciaatloi*. 


No  opportunity  has  been  lost  by  the  SecreCuy 
as  (ar  as  he  could  contribute  to  the  event,  to  reduce 
this  principle  to  practice ;  and  important  stepK  to 
wards  it  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  taken  bj 
the  Legislature. 

But  much  remains  to  be  done  to  give  it  full  ef 
feet  The  present  state  of  things  encourages  and 
invites  to  the  consummation  of  the  plan.  Aod  the 
Secretary,  about  to  leave  the  office  bo  holds,  feels 
it  a  peculiar  duty  to  make  a  final  effort  to  promote 
that  invaluable  end. 

This  is  the  object  of  the  fifth  proposition,  aided 
by  the  preliminary  provisions  of  the  4th.  This  pro- 
position aims  at  two  principal  points:  1.  To  con- 
stitute a  fund  sufficient,  in  every  supposable  enot, 
for  extinguishing  the  whole  of  the  present  Debt  of 
the  United  States,  foreign  and  domestic,  in  a  period 
not  exceeding  thirtv  years.  2.  To  fix  its  desiiiia- 
tion  unchangeably,  by  not  only  appropriating  it  per* 
manently,  under  the  direction  of  Commisfiioners, 
and  vesting  it  in  them  as  property  in  trust,  but  hj 
making  its  faithful  application  a  part  of  the  con- 
tract with  the  creditors. 

As  to  the  first  point:  If  the  temporary  duties  on 
imports  be  rendered  permanent,  the  annual  reser- 
vation of  six  millions  of  dollars  postponed ;  ind  if 
the  additional  appropriations  which  are  proposed, 
be  made  to  the  Sinking  Fund ;  ita  intended  force 
will  not  only  be  equal  to  the  effect  meant  to  be 
produced,  but  it  may  be  hoped  that  there  is  scant- 
ly  a  casualty  which  can  reasonably  be  taken  ioto 
calculation,  foreign  war  not  excepted,  which  will 
occasion  a  deficiency  in  the  fund. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  and  upon  domestic  distilled  spirits  nd 
stills,  estimated  now  to  amount  to  $6,079,418  'A 
besides  the  dividends  on  Bank  stock,  and  the  items 
which  now  compose  the  Sinking  Fund,  will  tbeo 
be  appropriated,  primarily,  to  the  interest  upon  the 
Public  Debt,  and  to  the  Sinking  Fund ;  which,  to- 
gether, including  the  deferred  stock,  will  demand, 
permanently,  from  that  revenue,  $4,373,836  0^ 
little  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  funds  from  vbicb 
they  arise.  An  expectation  may  be  indulged,  (bat 
even  foreign  war,  making  due  aUowanoe  for  vhat 
will  always  be  practicable,  through  neutnl  P<W' 
ers,  would  not  occasion  a  defiilcation  in  the  reTe- 
nues  greater  than  the  difference.  This  competen- 
cy of  the  fund  is  an  essential  idea.  Thejulfiloeit 
of  the  object,  as  far  as  the  uncertainty  of  hnoMa 
uSEbats  wiU  pmnit,  ought  to  be  superior  to  camalty. 
The  necessity  of  a  reliance  on  aoxiliaiy  prori* 
sions,  always  precarious  in  those  situations  whidi 
affect  the  productiveness  of  the  public  refeniieSy 
ought  to  l^  as  &r  as  practicable,  superseded  by 
the  ample  nature  of  the  provision. 

As  to  the  second  point:  The  intent  is  to  vxan, 
by  all  the  sanctions  of  which  the  subject  is  sus- 
ceptible, an  inviolate  application  of  the  fond,  a^ 
cording  to  its  destinatk>n.  No  expedients  more 
powerful  can  be  devised  for  this  purpose,  than  to 
clothe  it  with  the  character  of  private  property,  and 
to  enga^  absolately  the  fiuth  of  the  Govemmeot, 
by  making  the  application  of  it  to  the  ol^ect,  a  pv^ 
of  the  contract  with  the  oreditOfSL 
But  is  this  Deceaaary  t 
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Its  necessitj  rests  on  these  cogent  reasons :  The 
inviolable  application  of  an  adequate  Sinking  Fand 
is  the  only  practicable  security  against  an  excessive 
accumulation  of  Debt,  and  the  essential  basis  of  a 
perrnanent  national  credit. 

Experience  has  shown,  in  countries  the  most  at- 
tentive to  the  principles  of  credit,  that  a  simple  ap- 
propriation  of  the  Sinking  Pund  is  not  a  complete 
barrier  against  its  being  diverted,  when  immediate 
csigencies  press.  The  causes  which,  have  been 
stated  with  another  view,  tempt  the  administrators 
of  Government  to  lay  hold  of  this  resource  rather 
than  resort  to  new  taxes.  This  indicates  the  utility 
of  endeavoring  to  give,  by  additional  sanctions,  in- 
violability to  the  fund. 

But,  will  those  proposed  answer  the  end  ? 

They  are  the  most  etBcacious  that  can  be  im- 
agined, and  they  are  likely  to  be  entirely  efficacious. 
They  cannot  be  disregarded,  without,  by  breach  of 
faith  and  contract,  destroying  credit;  and,  at  a 
juncture,  too,  when  it  is  most  indispensable.  The 
emergencies  which  induce  a  diversion  of  the  fund, 
are  those  in  which  loans,  and,  consequently,  credit, 
are  most  needed. 

But  will  it  be  safe  to  put  the  fund  so  entirely  out 
of  the  command  of  the  Government  ?  May  there 
not  be  situations  in  which  the  command  of  it  may 
be  requisite  to  the  safety  of  the  State  ? 

This  is  not  conceivable.  The  amount  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  will,  in  the  situations  which  create 
extraordinary  demands  for  money,  be  always  in- 
considerable, compared  even  with  a  single  year's 
expenditure.  The  current  revenues  of  a  nation 
do  not,  in  such  cases,  suffice.  Plunder  or  credit 
must  supply  the  deficiency.  The  first  presup- 
poses a  subversion  of  all  social  order.  The  sec- 
ond will  find  its  best  support  and  greatest  efficacy 
in  adhering  steadily  to  the  principles  of  such  a 
fund.  An  annuity  of  seven  dollars  will  pay  the 
interest  upon,  and  dist^harge  a  capital  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  bearing  six  per  cent  interest,  in  thir- 
ty-three and  a  thfa^  years,  nearly.  The  situation 
of  a  country  must  be  not  a  little  exhausted,  if  it 
cannot  create  yeariy,  by  new  revenues,  during  the 
continuance  of  a  foreign  war,  an  annuity  on  the 
above  scale,  sufficient  to  fund  the  loans,  of  which 
it  may  stand  ih  need.  Ten  millions  of  dollars  will, 
with  order  and  economy,  maintain,  in  this  coun- 
try, an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men,  for  a  year. 
Viewing  our  geographical  position,  is  there  a  pros- 
pect of  any  war  expensive  beyond  this  ratio  ?  If 
not,  an  annuity  of  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
created  each  year  of  the  war,  would  suffice.  But 
it  would  be  wise,  in  such  an  event,  to  carry  taxa- 
tion, in  the  first  instance,  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
ability  of  the  State,  which  would  proportionably 
contract  the  necessity  for  borrowing,  and  conse- 
quently, the  extent  of  the  annuities  necessary  for 
loans. 

If  a  nation  can  find  embarrassment  in  creating 
the  revenues  requisite  on  this  scale,  it  must  arise 
from  her  having  reached  a  stage  when,  from  the 
neglect  of  the  principle  now  inculcated,  the  mass  of 
her  Debt  has  become  so  enormous  as  to  strain  her 
faculties  in  order  to  make  a  provision  for  it 

The  United  States  are  in  a  situation  altogether  I 


diflbrent  An  in.^pection  of  the  list  of  their  reve- 
nues discovers  that  they  have  a  large  field  of  re- 
source unexplored.  Their  youth,  and  large  tracts 
of  unsettled  lands,  and  lands  in  the  infancy  of  im- 
provement, assure  them  a  great  and  rapid  increase 
of  means.  Even  their  actual  revenues,  without  ad- 
ditions, must,  with  the  progress  of  the  country, 
considerably  increase.  And,  though  war  may  in- 
terrupt, the  temporary  interruption  being  removed 
by  the  restoration  of  peace,  their  increasing  pro- 
ductiveness, suspended  for  a  time,  must  resume  its 
vigor  and  growth.  In  a  given  number  of  years,  a 
considerable  augmentation  is  certain. 

The  Government  of  this  country  may,  therefore, 
adopt,  fearless  of  future  embarrassment,  a  principle 
which,  being  adopted,  will  ultimately  furnish  re- 
sources for  future  exigencies,  without  an  increase 
of  burden  to  the  community. 

To  explain  this  last  idea :  It  will  readily  be  per- 
ceived, that  the  funds  pledged  for  paying  the  in- 
terest, and  sinking  the  principal  of  a  portion  of  the 
Debt  existing  or  created  at  a  particular  time,  will, 
within  a  certain  period,  extinguish  that  portion  of 
Debt 

They  will  then  be  liberated,  and  will  be  ready 
for  any  future  use,  either  to  defray  current  expend- 
itures, or  be  the  basis  of  new  loans,  as  circum- 
stances may  dictate.  And,  after  a  course  of  time, 
it  is  a  reasonable  presumption,  that  the  funds,  so 
successively  liberated,  will  be  adequate  to  new  ex- 
igencies, as  they  occur. 

Moreover,  the  last  clause  of  the  proposition  au- 
thorizes the  deriving  aid  from  the  Sinking  Fund 
for  new  loans,  whenever  the  state  of  the  fund  ad- 
mits of  it,  consistently  with  the  accomplishment 
of  its  purposes ;  that  is,  when  it  is  sufficient — 1st, 
to  make  good  the  payments  on  account  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  Debt,  as  they  accrue ;  2d,  to  purchase 
in  the  market  all  that  part  of  the  Public  Debts  of 
which  there  is  no  stipulation  of  payment  by  instal- 
ment, (as  the  three  per  cent  stock)  within  a  pe- 
riod of  thirty  years. 

This,  while  it  secures  the  extinction  of  the  ex- 
isting Debt,  within  a  reasonable  time,  by  prevent- 
ing too  great  a  proportion  of  the  public  revenue 
from  being  tied  up  by  the  Sinking  Fund,  gives  due 
weight  to  the  consideration  of  providing  for  future 
emergencies. 

The  same  consideration  has  governed  in  pro- 
posing, (instead  of  the  appropriation  of  a  definite 
sum  out  of  the  revenue  from  imports  and  tonnage 
which,  in  certain  years,  will  be  greater  than  will 
be  permanently  necessary)  that  the  sum  to  be  ap- 
plied out  of  that  revenue  shall  be  so  much,  from 
year  to  year,  as,  with  the  other  items  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  will  suffice  for  the  object  It  has  like- 
wise influenced  in  postponing  the  redemption  of 
that  stock  which  stands  to  the  credit  of  certain 
States,  in  consequence  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  settlement  of  accounts. 

Every  system  of  public  credit  must  assume  it  as 
a  fundamental  principle,  that  the  resources  of  the 
country  are  equal  to  its  probable  exigencies,  and 
that  it  will  possess  ability  to  pay  the  debts  which 
it  contracts.  If  this  be  so,  there  is  no  cause  to  hes- 
itate about  the  inviolable  appropriation  of  fhnds  to 
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the  eztiDction  of  an  ezisting  Debt,  within  no  less  % 
term  than  thirty  years. 

Indeed,  as  before  intimated,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  resources  of  a  credit,  built  upon  a  found- 
ation so  solid  as  that  which  is  recommended, 
will  more  than  replace,  even  in  the  earliest  stages 
of  our  affiiirs,  the  use  of  the  additional  funds 
withdrawn  from  the  command  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  effect  it,  and,  in  the  eventual  operation 
will  give  a  more  abundant  command  of  funds, 
than  it  can  otherwise  have.  The  successive  lib- 
eration of  the  revenues,  sucoessively  pledged,  af- 
ter accomplishing  their  object,  will  afford  re- 
sources that  may  almost  be  said  to  be  inexhaust- 
ible. 

It  should  be  recollected,  too,  that  the  public  ar- 
rangements may,  under  a  great  pressure,  anticipate 
the  approaching  period  of  such  a  liberation,  by  in- 
termediate temporary  loans,  to  be  replaced  by  those 
funds  when  they  are  free. 

This  proposition  exemplifies,  as  to  the  past,  the 
nature  of  the  maxim  which  has  been  supposed 
capable  of  giving  immortality  to  credit,  namely, 
that,  with  the  creation  of  debt,  should  be  incor- 
porated the  means  of  extinguishment;  which 
means  are  two-fold:  1.  The  establishing,  at  the 
time  of  contracting  a  debt,  funds  for  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  principal,  as  well  as  for  the 
payment  of  interest  within  a  determinate  period. 
2.  The  making  it  a  part  of  tiie  contract,  that  the 
fund,  so  established,  shall  be  inviolably  applied  to 
the  object 

It  is  believed  that  it  would  be  happy  for  the 
United  States,  if  Ck>ngress  would  adopt  this  prin- 
ciple as  a  rule  in  all  future  loans,  never  to  be  de- 
parted from ;  and  a  good  evidence  of  this  deter- 
mination will  be,  to  apply  it  to  the  past 

This  would  be,  at  the  same  time,  an  antidote 
against  what  may  be  pronounced  the  most  phtusi- 
ble  objections  to  the  svstem  of  funding  public 
debts ;  which  are,  that,  oy  facilitating  the  means 
of  supporting  expense,  they  encourage  to  enter- 
prises which  produce  it;  and,  by  furnishing  in 
credit  a  substitute  for  revenue,  likely  to  be  too 
freely  used,  to  avoid  the  odium  of  laying  new 
taxes,  thev  occasion  a  tendency  to  run  in  debt 
Though  these  objections  to  Funding  Systems, 
which,  giving  the  greatest  possible  enei^gy  to  pub- 
lic credit,  are  a  great  source  of  national  security, 
strength,  and  prosperity,  are  veiy  similar  to  those 
which  speculative  men  urge  against  national  and 
individual  opulence,  drawn  from  its  abuses ;  and 
though,  perhaps,  upon  a  careful  analysis  of  facts, 
they  would  be  found  to  have  much  less  support 
in  them  than  is  imagined,  attributing  to  those  sys- 
tems effects  which  are  to  be  ascribed,  more  truly, 
to  the  passions  of  men,  and  perhaps  to  Uie  genius 
of  particular  Qovemments ;  yet,  as  they  are  not 
wholly  unfounded,  it  is  desirable  to  guard,  as  far 
as  possible,  against  the  dangers  which  they  suppose, 
without  renouncing  the  advantages  which  these 
systems  undoubtedly  afford. 

It  will  readily  be  seen,  that  the  maxim  of 
making  concurrent  provision  for  the  principal  as 
well  as  interest,  in  the  act  of  contracting  debt,  if 
by  precedent  and  habit|  it  can  be  rendered  a  rule 


of  administration,  by  implicating  a  greaier  por- 
tion of  the  revenue  in  every  such  operation  ihaa 
would  be  requisite  for  a  mere  provision  for  inte* 
rest,  will  control  proportionably  the  dispositioD  to 
defer  the  burden  to  futurity,  and  create  a  greaier 
necessity  for  circumspectiOQ  in  incurring  ex- 
pense. 

It  is,  probably,  the  true  expedient  for  uniting  a 
due  regard  to  the  present  acoommodation  of  the 
community,  with  a  due  care  not  to  overburdeQ 
posterity — ^the  full  energy  of  public  credit,  with  a 
salutary  restraint  upon  the  abuses  of  it 

To  this  explanation  of  the  general  principles  of 
the  fifth  proposition,  it  may  be  proper  to  add  some 
brief  notes  on  particular  parts  of  it 

It  is  proposed  that  the  redemption  of  the  pres- 
ent six  per  cent  stock  shall  commence  on  the  Ist 
of  January,  1796.  This  time  of  commencement 
is  recommended  by  several  reasons:  1.  It  ought 
to  be  such  as  to  admit  of  sufficient  notice  to  dis- 
tant creditors.  2.  It  wiU  &vor  order,  to  date  the 
commencement  of  every  new  pecuniaiy  opera- 
tion, where  there  is  an  option,  and  no  particular 
reason  to  the  contrary,  with  the  commencement 
of  the  natural  year.  3.  The  moment  of  payment 
presupposes  that  the  annuity  to  be  paid  has  actu- 
ally accrued,  which  will  not  be  the  case  tiU  the 
end  of  the  present  year.  4.  The  small  delay,  by 
not  forcing  the  means,  will  fadlitaie  the  futore 
execution. 

It  is  a  part  of  the  plan  to  make  provision  for 
reimbursing  the  remaining  instalments  of  the  two 
million  Loan,  had  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  incorporation.  The 
preceding  instalments  have  been  reimbursed  out 
of  the  i>roceeds  of  Foreign  Loans.  This  resource 
cannot,  in  future,  be  relied  upon;  and,  lor  sudi  a 
purpose,  it  is  not  as  eligible  as  a  domestic  one, 
though  circumstances  have  hitherto  dictated  a 
recurrence  to  it  By  making  the  dividends  on 
the  stock  auxiliary  for  this  purpose  to  the  revenue 
from  taxes,  the  object  is  effected  with  litUe  more 
than  half  the  sum  from  that  revenue ;  and^  in  the 
end,  a  fund  is  formed  from  the  dividends,  which, 
with  a  small  addition,  suffices  for  the  redemptiea 
of  the  deferred  stock.  As  these  instalments  are 
yearly  falling  due,  and  must  be,  as  they  accrue,  it 
IS  essential  that  a  provision  for  them  be  contem- 
plated in  the  genend  arrangement  requisite  to  the 
completion  of  our  system  of  credit  There  is, 
perhaps,  no  easy  alternative  to  what  is  proposed, 
except  the  sale  of  the  stock.  But,  vraiving  other 
weighty  considerations  against  such  a  measure,  it 
is,  in  the  view  of  a  true  economy,  liable  to  the  most 
solid  objections. 

It  is  morally  certain,  that  the  dividends  on  the 
stock  will  increase,  and  the  value  of  the  capital, 
fr^m  this  and  collateral  causes,  more  than  pro- 
portionably. There  is  no  momentary  ui^ncy  to 
induce  the  relinquishment  of  this  future  advan- 
tage. To  sell  at  present,  would  be  to  abandon 
the  difference  without  necessity.  It  cannot  be 
expedient  in  a  Government  to  part  with  a  capi- 
tal, which,  at  the  time,  produces  as  great  or  a 
greater  revenue,  than  can  be  realised  from  the 
proceed^  of  a  sale,  however  invested;  and  which 
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has  an  inherent  tendency  to  fotnie  sngmenUtion. 
The  mensare,  too,  would  be  to  renounce,  or  lessen, 
a  most  oonTenient  resource  for  forming  the  re- 
deeming fund  of  the  deferred  stock. 

It  is  proposed  to  carry  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  Western  lands  to  the  Smking  Fund.  This 
is  to  execute  the  intention  of  the  Funding  Act, 
which  has  not  oi^ganized  the  mode  of  application ; 
and  it  has  the  advantage  of  combining,  in  one 
system,  all  the  provisions  for  eztingni^ing  the 
Debt 

It  IB  proposed  that  all  suplusses  of  revenue 
shall,  at  a  certain  time,  be  carried  to  the  use  of 
the  Sinking  Fund.  This  is  to  extend  and  give 
eifect  to  a  principle  wbidi  has  abready  received 
the  Legislative  sanction.  It  was  necessary  to  fix 
a  time  when  the  appropriation  of  the  surplus 
should  become  absolute,  and  that  this  should  be 
consistent  with  a  due  opportunity  to  provide  for 
the  engencies  of  the  public  service.  Both  these 
considerations  have  been  consulted.  This  mea- 
sure  hasi  besides,  reference  to  a  more  speedy  re- 
demption of  the  Debt  than  it  appears  prudent  to 
attempt  by  an  absolute  appropriation  of  more  ex- 
tensive funds.  And  the  legislators  of  to-day  would 
be  entitled  to  the  Usting  gratitude  of  their  coun- 
try, if  they  would  extend  this  auxiliary  resource, 
by  all  the  means  which  are  consistent  with  a  due 
regard  to  the  present  accommodation  of  their  con- 
stituent& 

It  is  proposed  to  authorise  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  provide,  by  new  loans,  for 
the  reimbursement  of  the  instalmente  which,  from 
time  to  time,  accrue.  This  is  on  the  ground,  that 
it  is  essential  to  the  perfection  of  the  system  of 
redemption,  that  all  the  means  of  ultimate  execu- 
tion should  be  organized  in  it,  and  that  there 
should  be  no  need  of  future  provisions. 

The  last  clause  of  the  proposition  excepts,  from 
the  operation  of  that  clause,  the  interest  on  the 
six  per  cent  stock.  This  is  because  that  interest 
is  destined  to  form  the  accumulations  for  paying 
the  successive  instalments  of  the  principal  of  that 
stock,  which  increase  each  year  in  a  ratio  to  the 
iaterest  libersted  by  each  payment 

The  stetement  E  exhibits  the  course  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  as  proposed  to  be  established. 

Bemarig  &n  the  Sixth  Proposition. 

This  will  be  a  useful  and  important  provision. 
It  has  reference  to  a  circumstence  repeatedly  ad- 
verted to— the  long  credits  given  upon  the  prin- 
cipal branches  of  revenue;  from  which  it  hap- 
peDs,  that,  though  the  fund  itself  or  the  product 
of  the  revenue,  is  more  than  adequate  to  an  ap- 
propriation, yet  the  receipte  upon  it  come  too 
slowly  into  the  Treasury  to  answer  the  end,  with- 
out anticipation  by  temporary  loans.  Its  pro- 
priety depends  on  the  principle  suggested  under 
the  last  head,  of  having  all  the  means  of  com- 
plete execution  organized  in  the  system  of  Public 
Credit 

Bemarks  on  the  Seventh  PropoHtion, 

It  is  a  good  rule  of  caution,  that  no  more  of  the 
public  revenues  should  be  rendered  permanent, 
than  is  necessary  to  give  moral  certainty  to  the 


provisions  which  mvr  be  regarded  as  the  pillars 
of  Public  Credit  This  idea  will,  it  is  believed, 
be  satisfied,  by  giving  permanency  to  the  now  tem- 
porary duties  on  imports.  Accordingly,  it  is  only 
proposed  to  extend  the  duties,  mentioned  in  this 
proposition,  to  the  year  1800,  and  thence,  to  the 
end  of  the  next  ensuing  session  of  Congress ;  which 
is  on  the  ground,  that  they  ought  to  be  commen- 
surate  in  duration  with  the  objects  which  they  are 
to  accomplish,  and  no  more. 

It  has  been  already  noticed,  that  they  are  at 
present  chargeable,  together  with  the  temporary 
duties  on  imports,  laid  in  the  last  session,  with  an 
appropriation  of  1,292,187  dollars  and  thirty-eight 
cents,  and  with  the  interest  of  one  million  of  dol- 
lars, authorized  to  be  borrowed  with  a  view  to 
foreign  intercourse ;  having  a  special  eye  to  an  ob- 
ject very  interesting  to  the  commerce  and  feelings 
of  the  United  States. 

This  business  wants  a  fhrther  arrangement; 
stending  at  present,  upon  a  vague  and  inefficient 
footing.  The  reimbursement  of  the  Loan  is  not 
adequately  provided  for,  neither  is  the  interest, 
this  being  predicated  on  funds  which,  in  their  pre- 
sent form,  would  probably  expire  after  a  product 
of  two  years. 

According  to  the  fifth  proposition,  the  tempo- 
rary duties  on  imports,  after  the  above  mentioned 
appropriation  of  1,292,187  dollars  and  thirty-eight 
cente  shall  have  been  satisfied,  will  become  per- 
manently charged  with  the  interest  on  the  Pub* 
lie  Debt,  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the  annual  reserv- 
ation of  six  hundred  thousanid  dollars  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government. 

If  the  duties  mentioned  in  the  sixth  proposition 
are  continued  till  the  first  of  January,  1800,  and 
the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  Loan, 
as  well  as  the  interest,  is  referred  to  them,  two 
good  purposes  will  be  answered:  the  obtaming 
the  Loan  will  be  facilitated,  and  ite  complete  reim- 
bursement will  be  effected  within  the  term  allotted, 
without  an  augmenUtion  of  the  permanent  Debc 
of  the  country.  This  makes  allowance  for  fulfilling 
the  appropriation  for  the  current  service,  already 
charged  upon  this  fund. 

It  is  presumed  to  be  a  conclusive  reason  in  fa- 
vor of  the  proposition,  that  it  aims  at  preventing 
an  increase  of  permanent  Debt  If  services  of  this 
kind,  when  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  (at  least 
with  civilized  Powers)  are  made  causes  of  perma- 
nent loans,  the  progress  of  new  debt  will  easily  ex- 
ceed the  extinction  of  old. 

It  appears  desirable  that  there  should  be  a 
steady  effort,  as  a  rule  of  administration,  not  to 
increase  the  permanent  Debt  of  the  country  by 
permanent  loans,  except  when  it  is  ineviteble,  by 
the  existence  of  a  war  with  some  European 
Power. 

The  comparative  view  of  revenue  and  expend- 
iture (stetement  F)  esteblishes,  satisfactorily, 
that  these  duties  cannot  be  dispensed  With,  unless 
there  be  a  substitute,  if  the  redemption  of  the 
Public  Debt  is  to  be  seriously  entered  upon ;  and 
it  is  t>elieved  that  there  cannot  be  devised  objecte 
of  revenue  more  proper  in  themselves,  nor  more 
generally  aooepteble  to  the   people.    Whatever 
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interested  parties  may  allege,  it  seems  self-evi- 
dent that  there  can  hardlj  be  a  reasonable  ques- 
tion, except  as  to  the  best  mode  of  collection. 
The  objection,  that  part  of  them  falls  on  manu- 
factures, has  no  weight  The  manufactures  on 
which  they  fall  are  complete  luxuries,  and  com- 
pletely established ;  consequently,  fit  objects  of 
revenue.  The  increased  duties  on  the  nval  for- 
eign articles,  are  a  full  protection  to  the  manu- 
facture* Whatever  may  be  the  appearances  in  the 
infancy  of  the  tax,  it  is  certain,  in  principle,  that 
it  will  finally  fall  on  the  consumer,  as  generally  as 
duties  on  imported  commodities. 

Bemarhs  on  the  Eighth  Propantion, 

This  is  to  terminate  an  embarrassment  which 
has  been  experienced.  Appropriations  are  fre- 
quently made  for  objects,  the  extent  of  which  is 
not  precisely  known,  or  in  a  degree  casual.  To 
leave  them  indefinite,  as  to  time,  is  sometimes  to 
tie  up,  unnecessarily,  a  portion  of  the  public  funds, 
which  may,  ultimately,  not  be  wanted  at  all  for 
the  purpose  of  the  original  appropriation. 

It  will  do  away  this  inconvenience,  and  pro- 
mote |)erspicuity  in  the  Treasuiy  accounts  of  ap- 
propriations, if  an  ultimate  period  is  fixed  when 
each  appropriation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  ceased. 
Should  further  appropriations  appear  necessary 
for  the  same  objects,  new  estimates  can  be  pre- 
sented, and  new  appropriations  made. 

The  designating  an  account  with  a  denomina- 
tion known  in  the  laws,  to  which  the  surplusses 
are  to  be  carried,  will  facilitate  future  Legislative 
dispositions  of  the  resulting  fund.  It  is,  however, 
essential  to  the  system  of  Public  Credit,  that  thia 
should  be  with  the  exceptions  contained  in  the 
proposition. 

£efnarJcB  on  ihe  Ninih  Proportion. 

This  proposition  is  calculated  to  give  simplicity 
to  the  public  accounts  of  stock  and  revenue,  whicn 
will  conduce  to  correctness,  despatch,  and  econo- 
my. As  the  revenues  are  manifestly  more  than 
adequate  to  the  claims  of  all  the  creditors,  they, 
none  of  them,  have  any  interest  in  the  distinc- 
tions which  now  exist,  and  which  grew  out  of 
the  course  of  the  business,  and  the  rights  of  none 
of  them  will  be  affected,  because  all  who  choose 
may  continue  on  their  former  ground,  by  signify- 
ing their  dissent  to  the  present  plan.  It  is  how- 
ever, presumed,  there  will  be  no  such  dissent 

RemarJcs  on  the  Tenth  Proposition. 

It  is  important  to  the  fiscal  calculations,  to  as- 
certain, positively,  the  extent  of  every  portion  of 
the  Public  Debt  At  present,  the  amount  of 
these  several  items  of  it  is  deduced  from  accounts 
of  the  lato  war,  of  various  officers  and  offices ;  in 
some  instances,  conducted  with  little  order.  There 
is  not,  therefore,  sufficient  certainty ;  indeed,  it  is 
probable,  from  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed 
without  their  appearing,  that  the  computed  amount 
exceeds  the  real 

Besides,  they  are,  from  their  nature,  subject  to 
forgeries  and  counterfeits;  which  implies  a  dan- 
ger of  loss  to  the  public,  till  their  circulation  is 
finally  terminated.    The  propofiition,  accordingly. 


besides  the  obtaining  of  better  infonnation,  aims 
at  obviating  this  danger. 

Allowing  for  sufficient  time  for  bringing  them  in 
to  be  exchanged  for  certificates  of  eqoivaleat 
tenor,  while  it  is  a  measure  tending  to  public  in- 
formation and  security,  it  can  be  liable  to  no  rea- 
sonable objection  on  the  part  of  the  creditors 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  reserved 
for  the  conclusion  of  tliis  report^  a  propoeitioo 
which  appears  to  him  of  great  importance  to  Ihe 
Public  Credit,  and  which,  after  some  preliminary 
observations,  will  be  offered  to  consideration.  It 
relates  to  the  right  of  taxing  the  Public  Fondsy 
and  to  that  of  sequestering  them  in  time  of  war. 

A  proposition  on  either  of  those  points,  would 
have  been  deemed  superfiuous,  had  there  never 
been  discussions  asserting  a  right  to  do  the  on« 
and  the  other,  and  even  the  expediency  of  exer- 
cising that  right  The  negative  of  both  the  pre- 
tensions, from  the  habit  of  regarding  it  as  inca- 
pable of  being  disputed,  had  acquired,  in  the. 
mind  of  the  Secretary,  so  much  the  force  of  an 
axiom,  as  to  have  precluded  even  the  mention  of 
the  subject  in  the  plan  which  he  originally  sub- 
mitted f^  funding  the  Public  Debt  He  ^loold, 
otherwise,  have  thought  it  an  indispensable  duty 
to  suggest,  as  a  matter  of  primary  consequence  to 
the  system  of  credit  contemplated  in  the  plan, 
the  express  renunciation  of  those  pretensions ;  for 
they  are  (as  he  believes)  not  only  unwarranted  by 
principle  or  usage,  but  subversive  of  the  sound 
maxims  of  Public  Credit  A  persuasion  that  this 
would  always  be  a  truth  granted  in  the  councils 
of  the  United  States,  is  his  apology  for  the  omis- 
sion. 

Even  now  he  should  think  it  useless  to  depart 
from  his  silence  on  the  point,  had  not  the  discos^ 
sions  alluded  to,  created  some  alarm  in  places 
where  all  the  circumstances  are  not  well  under- 
stood, which  it  is  the  interest  of  the  country  lo 
dispel.  The  confidence  justly  to  be  reposed  in  the 
collective  wisdom  of  this  Government,  forbids  the 
supposition,  by  one  acquainted  with  its  ConstitQ- 
tion,  that  the  security  of  the  creditor  can  need,  in 
this  particular,  a  further  sanction.  It  is  presumed 
to  be  impossible,  that  any  final  act  can  eyer  give 
so  deep  a  wound  to  the  national  interest  and  char- 
acter, as  to  derogate  from  a  principle  which  may 
be  placed  among  the  most  sacred  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  a  Government 

Is  there  a  right  in  the  GoTemment  to  tax  its 
own  funds  ? 

The  pretence  of  this  right  is  deduced  from  the 
general  right  of  the  Legislative  power  to  make  aO 
the  property  of  the  State  contributory  to  its  exi- 
gencies. 

But  this  right  is  obviously  liable  to  be  restricted 
by  the  engagements  of  the  Government ;  it  can- 
not be  justly  exercised  in  contravention  of  them ; 
they  must  form  an  exception.  It  will  not  be  de- 
nied, that  the  general  right  in  question,  could, 
and  would,  be  abridged,  by  an  express  promise 
not  to  tax  the  funds.  This  promise,  indeed, 
has  not  been  given  in  terms,  but  it  has  been 
given  in  substance.  When  an  individual  lends 
money  to  the  State,  the  State  stipulatM  to  repay 
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im  the  principal  lent,  with  a  certain  interest,  or  to 
^y  a  certain  interest,  indefinitely,  till  the  principal 
I  reimbursed ;  or,  it  stipulates  something  eaaivalent, 
1  another  form.  In  our  case,  the  stipulation  is  in 
be  second  form. 

To  tax  the  funds,  is  manifestly  either  to  take,  or 
D  keep  hack,  a  portion  of  the  principal  or  interest 
tipulated  to  be  paid. 

To  do  this,  on  whatever  pretext,  is  not  to  do 
phat  is  expressly  promised;  it  is  not  to  pay  that 
precise  principal,  or  that  precise  interest,  which  has 
>een  engaged  to  be  paid ;  it  is,  therefore,  to  violate 
be  promise  given  to  the  lender. 

But,  is  not  the  stipulation  to  the  lender,  with  a 
acit  reservation  of  the  general  right  of  the  Legis- 
ature  to  raise  contributions  on  Uie  property  of  the 
State  ? 

Thb  cannot  be  supposed — ^because  it  involves  two 
^ont^adictory  tilings:  an  obligation  to  do,  and  a 
ight  not  to  do.  An  obligation  to  pay  a  certain 
mm,  and  a  right  to  retain  it  in  the  shape  of  a  tax. 
[t  itf  against  the  rules,  both  of  law  and  reason,  to 
id m it,  by  implication,  in  the  construction  of  a  con- 
Lraet,  a  principle  which  goes  in  destruction  of  it 

The  Government,  by  such  a  construction,  would 
be  made  to  say  to  the  lender :  ^  I  want  a  sum  of 
money,  for  a  national  purpose,  which  all  the  citi- 
zens ought  to  contribute  proportionably,  but  it  will 
be  more  convenient  to  them,  and  to  me,  to  borrow 
the  money  of  yon.  If  you  will  lend  it,  I  promise 
you  faithfully,  to  allow  you  a  certain  rate  of  inte- 
rest, while  I  keep  the  money,  and  to  reimburse  the 
principal  within  a  determinate  period,  except  so 
much  of  the  one  and  the  other,  as  I  may  think  fit 
to  withhold,  in  the  shape  of  a  tax." 

Is  such  a  construction  either  natural  or  rational  ? 
Dues  it  not,  in  fact,  nullify  the  promise  by  the  re* 
servation  of  a  right  not  to  perform  it  ? 

Is  it  to  be  presumed,  without  being  expressed, 
that  such  can  be  the  understanding  of  a  lender, 
when  he  parts  with  his  money  to  a  Government  1 

The  contrary  is  so  much  the  more  presumable, 
that  nothing  short  of  an  express  reservation  can 
support  the  pretension  to  tax  the  fund. 

It  may  be  replied,  that  the  creditor  might  be 
willing  to  rely  upon  the  equity  of  the  Government, 
not  to  abuse  its  right,  by  exacting  from  him  ex- 
cessive contributions. 

This,  if  true,  does  not  obviate  the  difSculty  of 
sapposing  the  co-existence  of  an  obligation  and  a 
right,  destructive  the  one  of  the  other,  in  interpret- 
ing the  sense  of  a  contract,  when  nothing  of  the 
kiod  is  said. 

It  is  possible  that  a  creditor  might  be  willing  so 
to  contract;  yet  it  is  still  necessary,  in  order  to 
determine  that  he  has  done  it,  to  find  some  pro- 
visions or  expressions  in  the  contract,  indicating 
the  intention,  to  render  what  is  stipulated  compat- 
ible with  what  is  reserved.  But  it  is  not  proba- 
ble  that  an  idividual  ,would  be  willing  to  lend 
Qpon  such  terms.  He  would  justly  apprehend, 
that,  in  great  emergencies,  a  right,  having  no  limit 
bat  the  opinion  of  the  party  possessed  of  the  pow- 
er, would  be  abused,  and  that  the  convenience  of 
laying  hold  of  a  fund  already  prepared  and  at  hand, 
aopported  by  a  claim  of  right,  would  be  ac  tempta- 


tion to  abuse,  not  easy  to  be  resisted.  However 
well  disposed  to  contribute,  in  common  with  his 
fellow^itizens,  on  all  the  ordinary  objects  of  prop- 
erty or  income,  he  would  be  unwilling  to  subject 
himself  to  a  special  burden,  in  the  peculiar  character 
of  creditor  of  the  State.  He  would  prefer  to  em- 
ploy his  money  in  other  ways :  even  to  lend  it  to 
private  persons,  where  it  might  be  more  likely  to 
escape  the  hand  of  the  fiscal  power. 

Let  the  question  be  tried  by  another  analysis. 

Public  Debt  can  scarcely,  in  legal  phrase,  be  de- 
fined either  property  in  possession  or  in  action.  It 
is  evidently  not  the  first,  till  it  is  reduced  to  posses- 
sion by  payment  To  be  the  second,  would  suppose 
a  legal  power  to  compel  payment  by  suit.  Does 
such  a  power  exist  ?  The  true  definition  of  Pub- 
lic Debt  is  A  property  subsisting  in  the  faith  of  the 
Government  Its  essence  is  promise.  Its  definite 
value  depends  upon  the  Reliance  that  the  promise 
will  be  definitely  fulfilled.  Can  the  Government 
rightfully  tax  its  promises  ?  Can  it  put  its  faith 
under  contribution  1  Where  or  what  is  the  value 
of  the  Debt  if  such  a  right  exist  ? 

Suppose  the  Government  to  contract  with  an  in- 
dividual to  convey  to  him  a  hundred  acres  of  land, 
upon  the  condition  of  paying  a  hundred  dollars. 
When  he  came  to  pay  the  hundred  dollars  and  de- 
mand his  title,  could  the  Government  require  of 
him  to  pay  fii\y  more  as  a  tax  upon  the  land,  before 
it  woula  consent  to  give  him  the  title  1  Who  would 
not  pronounce  this  to  be  a  breach  of  contract— a 
ftaua — which  nothing  could  disguise  ? 

This  case  is  parallel  with  that  under  examination, 
wiUi  circumstances  that  fortify  the  right  of  the  lend- 
ingcreditor. 

The  Government  agrees  with  him,  that,  for  one 
hundred  dollars,  which  he  delivera  to  the  Govern- 
ment, it  will  deliver  to  him,  at  the  end  of  each 
year,  six  dollars.  Here  the  six  dollars  to  be  deliv- 
ered answer  to  the  land  to  be  conveyed,  with  this 
stronger  ground  of  right,  that  the  consideration  for 
them  has  actually  been  given  and  received.  Yet, 
when  the  creditor  comes  to  demand  his  six  dollars, 
he  is  told  that  he  cannot  have  them,  except  with 
the  reservation  of  one  dollar  as  a  tax  upon  the  six, 
or  that  he  cannot  have  them,  except  upon  the  con- 
dition of  returning  one  dollar  as  that  tax.  What 
is  this  but  to  say,  that  his  title  to  the  money  in  this 
case,  as  to  the  land  in  the  other,  must  depend  up- 
on his  paying,  or  allowing  a  further  consideration 
for  it,  not  contemplated  in  the  contract  1  Can  there 
be  a  doubt  that  this,  also,  would  be  a  breach  of 
contract— a  fraud? 

The  true  rule  of  every  case  of  property,  founded 
on  contract  with  the  Government,  is  this :  It  must 
first  be  reduced  into  possession,  and  then  it  will  be- 
come subject,  in  common  with  other  similar  pro- 
perty, to  the  right  of  the  Government  to  raise  con- 
tributions upon  it  It  may  be  said,  that  the  Go- 
vernment may  fulfil  this  principle,  by  paying  the  in- 
terest with  one  hand,  ana  taking  back  the  amount 
of  the  Ux  with  the  other.  But  to  this,  the  answer  is, 
that,  to  comply  truly  with  the  rule,  the  tax  must 
be  upon  all  the  money  of  the  community,  not  up- 
on the  particular  portion  of  it  which  is  paid  to  the 
public  creditore  i  and  it  ought,  besides,  to  be  so  re^ 
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ulated,  as  not  to  include  a  lien  of  the  tax  npon  the 
fand.  The  creditor  should  be  no  otherwise  acted 
upon,  than  as  every  other  possessor  of  monej  $  and 
consequently,  the  money  he  receires  from  the  pub- 
lic, can  then  only  be  a  fit  subject  of  taxation  when 
it  is  entirely  separated,  and  thrown,  undistinguish- 
ed, iu  to  the  common  mass.  A  different  practice 
would  amount  to  an  evasion  of  the  principle  con- 
tended for,  and  to  oppression.  A  rent,  or  annuity, 
liable  before  it  passes,  or  in  the  act  of  passing,  or  at 
the  moment  of  passing  from  one  proprietor  to  an- 
other, to  a  deduction,  or  drawback,  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  party  from  whom  it  is  to  pass,  is*  an  ima- 
ginary thing,  destitute  both  of  shape  and  substance. 
When  a  Government  enters  into  contract  with 
an  individual,  it  deposes  as  to  the  matter  of  the 
contract,  its  Constitntional  authority,  and  exchanges , 
the  character  of  legislator  for  that  of  a  moral  a^ ent, 
with  the  same  rignts  and  obligations  as  an  indi- 
vidual. Its  promises  may  be  justly  considered  as 
excepted  out  of  its  power  to  legislate,  unless  in  aid 
of  them.  It  is,  in  theory,  impossible  to  reconcile 
the  two  ideas  of  a  promise  which  obliges  with  a 
power  to  make  a  law  which  can  vary  the  effect  of 
it    This  is  the  great  principle  that  governs  the 

2ue8tion,  and  abridges  the  general  right  of  the 
government  to  lay  taxes,  excepting  out  of  it  a  spe- 
cies of  property  which  subsists  only  in  its  promise. 

There  are  persons  who,  admitting  the  general 
rule,  conceive  a  distinction  to  exist  between  a  tax 
upon  the  funds,  which  must  be  paid  at  all  events, 
and  a  tax  upon  alienations  of  them,  which  will 
only  be  paid  when  they  are  transferred  from  one 
to  another.  The  latter  ther  think  justifiable,  be- 
cause it  is  in  the  option  of  tne  creditor  to  avoid  the 
tax,  by  avoiding  the  alienation.  But  the  difference 
between  the  two  cases  is  only  a  difference  in  the  de- 
gree of  violation. 

The  stock,  in  its  creation,  is  made  transferable. 
This  quality  constitutes  a  material  part  of  its  value, 
and  the  existence  of  it  is  a  part  of  the  contract 
with  the  Government,  which  has  undertaken,  it- 
self, to  conduct  the  operation  of  transferring  by  its 
own  officers,  and  consequently  at  its  own  expense. 
It  is  as  completely  a  breach  of  contract  to  derogate 
from  this  quality,  in  diminution  of  the  value  of 
stock,  by  encumbering  the  transfer  with  a  charge 
or  tax,  as  it  is  to  take  back,  in  the  same  shape,  a 
portion  of  the  principal  or  interest  It  is  obvious, 
too,  that  this  may  be  carriad  so  far  as  essentially 
to  destroy  the  transferable  capacity.  But  what  is 
a  tax  upon  tranafens  other  than  the  faculty  of 
taking  away  from  the  actual  proprietor  of  stock  a 
portion  of  his  principal,  whenever  his  interests  or 
his  necessities  demand  a  transfer,  in  derogation  from 
the  full  enjoyment  of  the  right  to  transfer,  and 
from  the  express  promise  of  the  €rovemment  to  pay 
to  him  or  his  alienee  f  For  it  is  upon  the  seller, 
not  upon  the  buyer,  that  such  a  tax  will  falL  And 
where  is  the  substantial  difference,  on  the  ground 
of  contract,  between  this  and  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
fund  itself?  The  value  of  it  is  as  certainly  impaired 
by  the  one  as  by  the  other. 

But  shall  the  proprietor  of  money  in  the  funds, 
then,  be  exempt  from  his  proportion  of  the  bur- 
dens which  other  citizens  bearf 


This  will  not  be  the  consequence  of  the  prioci- 
pie.  As  a  consumer,  of  which  his  ineome  is  the 
instrament,  he  will  pay  his  proportion  of  the  taxes 
on  consumption.  As  a  holder  of  any  other  species 
of  property  procured  by  that  income,  or  oihenhatf 
which  IS  liable  to  a  tax,  he  must  alao  contribute  his 
proportion. 

But,  without  undue  refinement,  the  lender  of 
money  to  the  public  mav  be  affirmed  to  have  paid 
his  tax  when  he  lends  his  money. 

Relying  npon  the  engagement  of  the  Govern- 
ment, express  or  implied,  that  he  will  receive  what 
is  promised  him,  without  de&lcation,  he  is  content 
with  a  less  interest  than  be  would  take  if  snbject  to 
any  such  de&lcation,  and  especially  if  it  was  to  bs 
arbitrary  as  to  its  extent  In  this  lower  rate  of  io- 
terest  he  may  be  truly  said  to  pay  his  tax  or  to  pur- 
chase an  exemption  from  it 

Here,  also,  we  find  what  is  decisive  on  the  point 
of  expediency. 

If  the  Government  had  a  right  to  tax  its  funds, 
the  exercise  of  that  right  would  cost  much  more 
than  it  was  worth.  The  money-lender  would  ex* 
act  exorbitant  premiums,  not  only  as  an  indemni- 
fication for  the  use  which  the  Govemmeot  might 
probably  make  of  its  right,  and  which,  in  practioe, 
would  be  likely  to  be  qualified  by  some  regard  to 
equality  of  contribution,  but  as  an  equivalent  for 
insurance  against  the  risk  or  possibility  of  a  more 
extensive  use.  Hence  the  Grovemment  would  be 
likely  to  pay  much  more  in  premiums  npon  its 
Loans,  than  it  would  draw  back  in  taxes ;  and  the 
former  being  supposed  but  equal  to  the  Utter, 
there  would  be  no  advantage  in  exercising  the 
right 

But  it  will  be,  perhaps,  more  safe  to  aflkm,  that 
there  would  be  no  borrowing  at  ail  upon  such 
terms.  The  first  precedent  of  a  tax  upon  the 
funds  might  be  expected  to  compel  the  Govern- 
ment to  an  express  renunciation  of  the  right  in 
everv  future  Loan.  Solid  capitalists  would  not  be 
much  inclined  to  adventure  their  money  upon  so 
precarious  a  footing  as  is  implied  in  a  power  of 
taxing  their  credits. 

These  reflections  lead  readily  to  an  estimata  of 
the  impressions  which  would  be  produced  by  the 
example  of  an  imposition  on  the  funds.  Regarded 
either  as  a  positive  breach  of  contract,  or  as  a  de- 
viation from  the  sound  maxims  of  credit,  the  ef> 
feet  upon  it  would  be  nearly  equally  fatal.  What- 
ever might  be  excused  to  a  time  of  revolntioD,  to 
a  defect  of  means,  or  to  some  extraordinary  peco- 
liarity  of  situation,  no  excuse  would  be  admitted 
for  a  deliberate  departure  from  principles,  at  a 
time,  too,  of  national  prosperity,  in  a  flourishing 
state  of  the  finances,  after  the  foundations  of  a  re- 
gular system  had  been  laid.  The  departure  would 
argue  an  incorrectness,  an  instability,  or  a  deprav- 
ity of  views,  calculated  to  give  a  lasting  shock  to 
PubUc  Credit 

The  United  States  must,  henceforth,  tread  with 
the  most  cautious  steps. 

A  renunciation  of  the  right,  in  future,  might 
not  speedily  heal  the  wouikl  which  an  example 
of  its  exercise  had  given.  Durable  suspicion 
might  fiwten  on  the  wiMom  or  the  integrity  of  the 
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overnment)  which  might  ooeaaion  to  it  no  ineon- 
denible  loes  and  emfiimasinent,  before  a  conne 
f  contrary  experienee  would  obliterate  them. 
The  right  of  a  Government  to  aeqnester  or  con- 
Kate  property,  in  ita  fanda,  in  time  of  war,  in- 
)lves  cooeidentiona  analogoua  to  thoee  which 
igard  the  right  of  taxing  them.  Whether  the 
signer  be,  himaelf,  the  original  lender,  or  ihe 
roprietor  of  atock,  in  ita  oonatitution  transferable 
ithont  diBerimination,  he  atanda  npon  equal 
roand  with  the  citizen.  He  haa  an  equal  claim 
poD  the  £uth  of  the  Government 
In  the  aecond  caae«  aa  the  aubstitute  of  the  ori- 
inal  lender,  the  promiae  made  attachea  immedi- 
(ely  upon  him.  Indeed,  the  certifieatea  which 
nue  upon  every  tranafer,  and  which  may  be  called 
be  public  bonda,  deaignate  him  aa  the  creditor,  and 
ipreasly  inveat  him  with  the  correapondent  righta. 
To  sequester  or  confiaeate  the  atock,  ia  aa  rafect- 
olly  a  breach  of  the  contract  to  pay,  aa  to  abaorb 
I  by  a  tax.  It  ia  to  annihilate  the  promiae,  under 
he  sanction  of  which  the  foreigner  became  a 
iroprietor. 

But,  does  not  the  general  right  of  war,  to  aeize 
lod  confiscate  enemy  property,  extend  to  the  pro- 
)erty  of  the  citiaena  of  one  nation  in  the  funds  of 
mother — ^tbe  two  nationa  being  at  war  with  each 
)tJier  ? 

Resorting  to  principle  aa  the  guide,  thia  queation 
Day,  on  solid  grounds,  be  anawered  in  the  negative. 
The  ri^ht  to  aeize  and  confiscate  individual 
property,  in  national  wars,  excludes  all  those  caaea 
where  the  individual  derivea  his  title  from  the 
enemy  soveroign  or  nation:  for  the  right  to  pro- 
perty alwaya  impliea  the  right  to  be  protected  and 
lecttred  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  property ;  and  a 
nation,  by  the  very  act  of  permitting  the  citizen  of 
a  foreign  country  to  acquu^  property  within  ita 
territory,  whether  to  lands,  funds,  or  to  any  other 
thin^,  tacitly  engagea  to  ffive  protection  and  se- 
curity to  that  property,  and  to  allow  him  aa  full 
enjoyment  of  it  aa  any  other  proprietor — an  en- 
gagement which  no  atate  of  things  between  the 
two  nations  can  j  ustly  or  reaaonably  affects  Though 
politically  right,  that^  in  wara  between  nations,  the 
property  of  private  persons,  which  depend  on  the 
laws  of  their  own  country,  or  on  circumstances 
foreign  to  the  nation  with  which  their  own  ia  at 
war,  should  be  subject  to  seizure  and  coofiscation 
by  the  enemy  nation ;  yet  it  ia  both  politically  and 
morally  wrong,  that  this  should  extend  to  property 
required  under  the  faith  of  the  Government,  and 
the  laws  of  that  enemy  nation. 

When  the  Government  enters  into  a  contract 
with  the  citizen  of  a  foreign  country,  it  considera 
him  as  an  individual  in  a  state  of  nature,  and  con- 
tncts  with  him  aa  auch.  It  does  not  contract  with 
him  as  the  member  of  another  aociety. 

The  contracts,  therefore,  with  him,  cannot  be 
^eeted  by  hia  political  relations  to  that  aociety, 
«^ar,  whatever  right  it  may  ffive  over  hia  other 
property,  can  give  none  over  that  which  he  derives 
from  those  contracts.  The  character  in  which  they 
ve  made  with  him,  the  fiuth  pledged  to  him  per- 
sonally, virtually  exempt  it. 

Thia  principle,  which  aeems  critksally  correot» 


would  exempt  aa  weU  the  income  as  the  capital  of 
the  property.  It  protecta  the  use  aa  eff^tually  as 
the  thing.  What,  in  fact,  is  property,  but  a  fiction, 
without  the  beneficial  use  of  it  ?  In  many  caaes, 
indeed,  the  income  or  annuity  ia  the  property  itself. 
And,  though  general  uaage  may  control  the  princi- 
ciple,  it  can  only  be  as  far  aa  the  uaage  clearly 
goea.    It  must  not  be  extended  by  analogy. 

Some  of  the  most  approved  publicists,  admitting 
the  principle,  qualify  it  with  regard  to  the  income 
of  lands,  which  they  say  may  be  sequestered  **  to 
hinder  the  remittance  of  it  to  the  enemy'a  country.'' 

But  the  same  authority  aflfirma,  that  a  State  at 
war  **  doea  not  so  much  aa  touch  the  auma  which 
it  owes  to  the  enemy.  Everywhere,  in  case  of  a 
war,  funds  credited  to  the  public,  are  exempt  from 
confiscation  and  seizure."  These  expreaaions  clear- 
ly exclude  aequeatration  as  well  as  confiscation. 

The  former,  no  leaa  than  the  latter,  would  be  in- 
consistent with  the  declaration  that  a  State  at  wsr 
doea  not  ao  much  aa  touch  the  auma  which  it  owes 
to  the  enemy,  and  that  funda  credited  to  the  public 
are  exempt  from  seizure.  And,  on  full  inquiry,  it 
is  believed  that  the  auggeation,  thua  understood,  is 
founded  in  fact. 

Usage,  then,  however  it  may  deviate  in  other 
particulars,  in  respect  to  public  funds,  concure  with 
principle  in  pronouncing,  that  they  cannot  rightfully 
be  sequestered  in  time  of  war. 

The  usages  of  war  atill  savor  too  much  of  the 
ferocious  maxims  of  the  times  when  war  waa  the 
chief  occupation  of  man.  Enlightened  reaaon 
wonld  never  have  pronounced,  that  the  pereona  or 
property  of  foreignera,  found  in  a  country  at  the 
Dreaking  out  of  a  war  between  that  country  and 
their  own,  were  liable  to  any  of  the  rigora  which 
a  state  of  war  authorizes  againat  the  persons  and 
goods  of  an  enemy.  It  would  have  decreed  to 
them  an  inviolable  sanctuary  in  the  faith  of  those 
permissions  and  those  laws,  by  which  themselves 
and  their  property  had  come  under  the  jurisdiction 
where  they  were  found.  It  would  have  rejected 
the  treachery  of  converting  the  indulgences  and 
even  rights  of  a  previoua  state  of  amity,  into  snares 
for  innocent  individuala. 

Happily,  however,  the  practice  of  latter  times  has 
left  several  of  those  maxims  little  more  than  points 
of  obsolete  doctrine.  They  still  retain  their  rank 
in  theory;  but  usage  haa  introduced  so  many 
qualifications,  as  nearly  to  destroy  their  operation. 

This  appears  fVom  the  acknowledgment  of  wri- 
ters, from  the  barrenneaa  of  modern  history  in  ex- 
amples of  the  application  of  those  doctrines,  from 
the  opinions  known  to  be  generally  current  in  Eu- 
rope, and  from  a  variety  of  articles  which  are  con- 
atant  formulas  in  treaties  of  the  present  century. 

The  United  States  are  every  way  interested  in 
the  mitigation  of  the  rigor  of  the  ancient  maxima 
of  war.  They  cannot  better  demonstrate  their 
wisdom,  than  by  their  moderation  in  this  respect 
Particularly  interested  in  maintaining,  in  their 
greateat  purity  and  energy,  the  principlea  of  credit, 
they  cannot  too  atrictly  adhere  to  all  the  relaxa- 
tiona  of  those  maxuna  whkh  favor  the  righta  of 
creditors.  No  temporary  advantage  can  compen- 
sate for  the  6vils  of  a  different  course  of  condact. 
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Credit,  public  and  private,  is  of  the  greatest 
consequence  to  every  country.  Of  this,  it  might 
be  emphatically  called  the  invigorating  principle. 
No  well  informed  man  can  cast  a  retrospective 
eve  over  the  progress  of  the  United  States,  from 
their  infancv  to  the  present  period,  without  being 
convinced  that  they  owe,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the 
fostering  influence  of  credit,  their  present  mature 
growth.  This  credit  has  been  of  a  mixed  nature, 
mercantile  and  public,  foreign  and  domestic.  Cre- 
dit abroad  was  the  trunk  of  our  mercantile  credit, 
from  which  issued  ramifications  that  nourished  all 
the  parts  of  domestic  labor  and  industry.  The 
bills  of  credit  emitted,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
different  local  Governments,  which  passed  current 
as  money,  co-operated  with  that  resource.  Their 
united  force,  quickening  the  energies  and  bringing 
into  action  the  capacities  for  improvement  of  a  new 
country,  was  highly  instrumental  in  accelerating  its 
growth. 

Credit,  too,  animated  and  supported  by  the  gene- 
ral zeal,  had  a  great  share  in  accomplishing,  with- 
out such  violent  expedients,  as,  generating  universal 
distress,  would  have  endangered  the  issue,  that 
Revolution,  of  which  we  are  so  justly  proud,  and  to 
which  we  are  so  greatly  indebted. 

Credit,  likewise,  may,  no  doubt,  claim  a  princi* 
pal  agency  in  that  increase  of  national  and  indi- 
vidual welfare  since  the  establishment  of  the  pre- 
sent Government,  which  is  so  generally  felt  and 
acknowledged,  though  the  true  causes  of  it  are 
not  as  generally  understood.  It  is  the  constant 
auxiliary  of  almost  every  public  operation ;  has 
been  an  indispensable  one  in  those  measures  by 
which  our  frontiers  have  been  defended;  and  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  demonstrate,  that,  in  a 
recent  and  delicate  instance,  has  materially  con- 
tributed to  the  safety  of  the  State. 

There  can  be  no  time,  no  state  of  things,  in 
which  credit  is  not  essential  to  a  nation,  especially 
as  long  aa  nations  in  general  continue  to  use  it  as 
ft  resource  in  war.  It  is  impossible  for  a  country 
to  contend,  on  equal  terms,  or  to  be  secure,  against 
the  enterprises  of  other  nations,  without  being  able 
equally  with  them  to  avail  itself  of  this  important 
resource;  and  to  a  young  country,  with  moderate 
pecuniary  capital,  and  not  a  very  various  industry, 
it  is  still  more  necessary  than  to  countries  more  ad- 
vanced in  both.  A  truth  not  less  weighty  for  being 
obvious  and  frequently  noticed. 

Public  credit  has  been  well  defined  to  be,** a 
faculty  to  borrow,  at  pleasure,  considerable  sums 
on  moderate  terms ;  the  art  of  distributing,  over  a 
Boocession  of  jrears,  the  extraordinary  efforts,  found 
indispensable  m  one ;  a  mean  of  accelerating  the 
prompt  employment  of  all  the  abilities  of  a  nation, 
and  even  of  cuaposing  of  a  part  of  the  overplus  of 
others."  *  r-  i- 

This  just  and  ingenious  definition  condenses  to  a 
point  the  principiu  arguments  in  favor  of  public 
credit,  and  displays  its  immense  importance. 

Let  any  roan  consult  the  actual  course  of  our 
peauniary  operations,  and  let  him  then  say  whe- 
ther credit  be  not  eminently  usefbl.  Let  him  ima- 
gine the  expense  of  a  single  campaign  in  a  war 
with  a  great  European  Power;  and  Jet  him  then 


pronounce  whether  credit  would  nol  be  indi»peii 
sable.  Let  him  decide  whether  it  would  be  pn« 
ticable,  at  all,  to  raise  the  necessary  sam  bj  tixe 
within  the  year,  and  let  him  judge  what  woold  b 
the  degree  of  distress  and  oppressioD,  which  W 
attempt  would  occasion  to  the  community.  H 
cannot  but  conclude,  that  war,  without  tr^^ 
would  be  more  than  a  great  calamity — woold  \^ 
ruin. 

But  credit  is  not  only  one  of  the  main  pillars  i 
the  public  safety ;  it  is  among  the  priucipal  eogirMi 
of  useful  enterprise  and  internal  improvement  .V 
a  substitute  for  capital,  it  is  little  less  useful  tJis 
gold  or  silver,  in  agriculture,  in  commerce,  in  tb^ 
manufacturing  and  mechanic  arts. 

The  proof  of  this  needs  no  labored  dedoctioa 
It  is  matter  of  daily  experience  in  the  most  U 
miliar  pursuits.  One  man  wishes  to  take  op  ani 
cultivate  a  piece  of  land ;  he  purchases  upon  civtiit 
and,  in  time,  pays  the  purchase  money  out  ot  th^ 
produce  of  the  soil  improved  by  his  labor.  \nr 
ther  sets  up  in  trade ;  in  the  credit  founded  upin  i 
fair  character,  he  seeks,  and  often  finds,  the  meani 
of  becoming,  at  length,  a  wealthy  merrhint.  K 
third  commences  business  as  manufacturer  or  me- 
chanic, with  skill,  but  without  money.  It  i>  b) 
credit,  that  he  is  enabled  to  procure  Uie  took  I'M 
materials,  and  even  the  subsistence  of  wliieh  h« 
stands  in  need,  until  his  industry  has  supplied  hra 
with  capital ;  and,  even  then,  he  derives,  from  aa 
established  and  increased  credit,  the  means  of  vi- 
tending  bis  undertakings. 

Among  the  circumstances  which  recommend 
credit,  and  indicate  its  importance  in  the  nrhde 
system  of  internal  exertion  and  amelioration,  it  u 
impossible  to  pass,  unnoticed,  its  unqoestionaUe 
tendency  to  moderate  the  rate  of  intereat — a  cir- 
cumstance of  infinite  value  in  all  the  operations  of 
labor  and  industry. 

If  the  individual  capital  of  this  country  has  be- 
come more  adequate  to  its  exigencies  than  funner- 
ly,  it  is  because  individuals  have  found  new  re- 
sources in  the  Public  Credit-*ln  the  funds  Ui  «hieh 
that  has  given  value  and  activity.  Let  Public  Cre- 
dit be  prostrated,  and  the  deficiency  will  be  greater 
than  before.  Public  and  Private  Credit  are  c]oj<>lr 
allied,  if  not  inseparable.  There  is,  perhaps,  no 
example  of  the  one  being  in  a  flourishing,  where 
the  other  was  in  a  bad,  state.  A  shock  to  Poblic 
Credit,  would,  therefore,  not  only  take  away  the 
additional  means  which  it  has  rarnishcd,  but,  by 
the  derangements,  disorders,  distrusts,  sod  M^ 
principles,  which  it  would  engender  and  dissemi- 
nate, would  diminish  the  ant^sedent  resoarce§  of 
Private  Credit 

The  United  States  possess  an  immense  mass  of 
improvable  matter;  the  development  of  it,  cov^ 
tinually  making,  may  be  said  to  enlarge  the  HeU 
of  improvement  as  it  progresses ;  and,  though  tie 
active  capital  of  the  country  has,  no  doubt,  con- 
siderably increased,  it  is  probable  that  it  does  not 
bear,  at  present,  a  much  greater  proportion  to  the 
objects  of  employment  than  it  has  done  at  anf 
former  period.  Credit,  upon  this  hypothesis,  of 
every  kind,  is  nearly  as  necessary  to  us  now,  a5  it 
I  ever  was.    But,  at  least,  it  may  be  affirmed,  with 
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ibsolate  certaiDfy,  that,  to  a  coantiy  so  situated, 
credit  is  peculiarly  useful  and  important 

If  the  United  States  observe,  with  delicate  cau- 
tion, the  maxims  of  credit,  as  well  towards  foreign- 
ers as  their  own  citizens,  in  connexion  with  the 
general  principles  of  an  upright,  stable,  and  system- 
atic administration,  the  strong  attractions  which 
they  present  to  foreign  capital  will  be  likely  to  in- 
snre  them  the  command  of  as  much  as  they  may 
want,  in  addition  to  their  own,  for  every  species  of 
internal  amelioration. 

Can  it  be  doubted,  that  they  would  derive  from 
this,  in  a  course  of  time,  advantages  incomparably 
greater  than  any,  however  tempting,  that  could 
jtartially  result  from  a  disregard  of  those  maxims, 
or  from  the  exercise  of  a  questionable  right,  which 
should  even  appear  to  derogate  from  them  ? 

Credit  is  an  entire  thing.  £very  part  of  it  has 
the  nicest  sympathy  with  every  other  part ;  wound 
one  limb,  and  the  whole  tree  shrinks  and  de- 
cajs. 

The  security  of  each  creditor  is  inseparable 
from  the  security  of  all  creditors.  The  boundary 
between  foreigner  and  citizen  would  not  be  deemed 
a  sufficient  barrier  against  extending  the  precedent 
of  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  former  to  tiie 
Utter.  The  most  judicious  and  cautious  would  be 
most  apt  to  reason  thus,  and  would  only  look  for 
stronger  shades  of  apparent  necessity  or  expedi- 
ency to  govern  the  extension.  And,  in  affairs  of 
credit,  the  opinions  of  the  judicious  and  cautious 
may  be  expected  to  prevail.  Hence  the  Govern- 
ment, by  sequestering  the  property  of  foreign  citi- 
zens in  the  public  funds,  at  the  commencement  of 
a  war,  would  impair,  at  least,  if  not  destroy,  that 
credit  which  is  the  best  resource  in  war. 

It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  disparage  credit,  by 
objecting  to  its  abusea  What  is  there  not  liable 
to  abuse  or  misuse  ?  The  precious  metals,  those 
great  springs  of  labor  and  industry,  are  also  the 
ministers  of  extravagance,  luxury,  and  corruption^ 
Commerce,  the  nurse  of  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures, if  overdriven,  leads  to  bankruptcy  and  dis- 
tress. A  fertile  soil,  the  principal  source  of  hu- 
man comfort,  not  unfrequently  begets  indolence 
And  effeminacy.    £ven  liberty  itself,  degenerating 


into  licentiousness,  produces  a  frightful  complica- 
tion of  ills,  and  works  its  own  destruction. 

It  is  wisdom,  in  every  case,  to  cherish  whatever 
is  useful,  and  guard  against  its  abuse.  It  will  be 
the  truest  policy  of  the  United  States,  to  give  all 
possible  energy  to  Public  Credit,  by  a  firm  adhe- 
rence to  its  strictest  maxims;  and  yet,  to  avoid 
the  ills  of  an  excessive  employment  of  it,  by  true 
economy  and  system  in  the  public  expenditures ; 
by  steadily  cultivating  peace;  and  by  using  sin- 
cere, efficient,  and  persevering  endeavors  to  di- 
minish present  debts,  prevent  the  accumulation  of 
new,  and  secure  the  discharge,  within  a  reason- 
able period,  of  such  as  it  may  be,  at  any  time, 
matter  of  necessity  to  contract  It  will  be  wise  to 
cultivate  and  foster  Private  Credit,  by  an  exem- 
plary observance  of  the  principles  of  Public  Credit, 
and  to  guard  against  the  misuse  of  the  former,  by 
a  speedy  and  vigorous  administration  of  justice, 
and  by  taking  away  every  temptation  to  run  in 
debt,  founded  in  the  hope  of  evading  the  just 
claims  of  creditor& 

As  an  honorable  evidence  of  this  disposition,  and 
with  a  view  to  quiet  the  alarms  which  have  been 
excited,  and  to  silence,  forever,  a  question  which 
can  never  be  agitated  without  serious  inconvenience, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  last  place,  res- 
pectfully submits : 

That  there  be  an  express  renunciation,  by  law, 
of  all  pretension  of  right  to  tax  the  public  funds, 
or  to  sequester,  at  any  time,  or  on  any  pretext,  the 
property  which  foreign  citizens  may  hold  therein. 

This  will  be  particularly  essentiaJ  to  the  success 
of  the  plan  for  converting  the  foreign  into  domestic 
debt ;  as  the  present  contracts  for  the  Amsterdam 
and  Antwerp  debt  contain  an  equivalent  stipula- 
tion, and  there  is  no  prospect  that  the  creditors 
would  consent  to  a  change,  but  upon  the  condition 
of  a  like  stipuli^tion. 

In  the  commencement  of  this  report,  it  was  the 
intention  to  submit  some  propositions  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  several  branches  of  the  public 
revenue ;  t)ut  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  reserve  this 
part  of  the  subject  for  a  future  communication. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Treoiury. 
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K—The  {hvemment  qf  Franee^  in  aceatnU  eurreni  0/ principal  with  the  United  States, 

^  Epoch  of  September  8, 1794. 

LlrrtB.      8.    D. 
n>  balanee^ne  the  United  States  at  the  dose  of  the  year  1798,  exceeding  the  interest  and  in- 
ttalmeMb  then  doe    ---•••*-•  -  2,109,974  18    2 

To  pajments  made  at  the  Treasury  to  May  IS,  yia: 

AprU2 $860 

Hay  15 20,000 

$20,860,  at  1816,     112,121    4    2 

To  payments  at  the  TVeasnry  00  May  20  and  June  4,  yii:  •* 

May  20 622  81 

Jane  4 60,270  00 

60,892  81,  at  1816,     280,401    8    1 

To  payments  at  the  TVeasory,  firom  September  8  to  October  80, 1794,  at  interest  from  Septem- 
ber 8,  when  the  whole  sum  was  subject  to  the  order  of  the  French  Minister,  $272,260,  at 
1816 1,600.000    0    0 

4,002,497     6     6 

t^  Epoch  of  SepUmber  8, 1794. 

Bj  the  eighth  instahnent,  due  on  September  8, 1794,  of  the  Loan  of  eighteen  millions  -  1,600,000    0    0 

B^  aocoont  of  interest :  for  a  balance  of  interest  due  00  the  8d  of  September,  on  the  remam- 

iog  part  of  the  Loan  of  eighteen  millions       .......     808,406    4  11 

Bslaoce  due  to  the  United  States  on  September  8, 1794,  arisiQ^  from  payments  exceeding 

tbe  interest  and  instalments  demandaUe  by  France  to  that  penod  -  -  .  .  2,199,091    0    8 

4,002,497    6    6 

^  Epoch  of  yoeember  4, 1794^ 

To  bslanoe  due  to  the  United  States  on  September  8, 1794,  brought  down     -           -           -  2,199,091    0    6 
To  payments  at  the  Treasury,  from  November  4  to  18th,  1794,  to  be  at  interest  from  Norem- 
ber4,  when  the  whole  sum  was  subject  to  the  order  of  the  French  Minister,  $181,600,  at 
1816 1,000,000    0    0 

8,199,091     0    6 

^  i^poeA  of  Ifovemher  4, 1794. 

By  the  eighth  instalment,  due  on  Norember  4,  1794,  of  the  Loan  of  ten  millions  -  -  1,000,000    0    0 

Bj  acoount  of  interest,  for  a  balance  of  interest  due  on  the  4th  of  November,  00  the  remaining 

part  of  the  Loan  of  ten  millions        .....  ...     102,76116    0 

Biiaiiee  due  to  the  United  States  on  November  4, 1794,  arising  from  payments  exceeding  the 

interest  and  instalments  then  demandable  by  Fk'anoe  ....  -2,096,889    4    6 

8,199,091    0    6 


3 


Di.  J^fH>eh  of  December  81, 1794. 

To  bslsnoe  due  to  the  United  States  on  November  4, 1794^  brought  down    -  -  -  2,096,889    4    8 

Ci.  Epoch  of  December  81, 1794. 

Bj  looonnt  of  interest,  for  a  balance  of  interest  due  on  the  81st  of  December,  on  the  remaining 
paitoftheLoanofsixmUlioos 284,879  16    8 

Btlsoce  due  to  the  United  States  on  December  81, 1794,  arising  from  payments  exceeding  the 
isterest  and  instalments  demandaUe  by  France  to  that  peri^         ....  1,811,969    7  10 

2,096,889    4    6 

*=  a 

To  bshukoe  due  to  the  United  SUtes  on  December  81, 1794,  broqght  down    •  •  -  1,811,969    7  10 

J>K.  Epo^  ef  September  8, 1794. 

To  interest  on  the  balance  due  to  the  United  States  at  the  dose  of  the  year  1798,  being 
M09,974  litres,  18  sons,  and  2  deniers,  from  January  1, 1794,  to  September  8  following,  is 
eight  mcoths  and  two  days,  at  4.706  per  cent  per  annun^  being  an  Average  of  the  interest 
payable  on  the  Frendi  Loans,  when  obtained  ......       66,748  11    8 

To  interest  on  112,121  livras,  4  •ooiib  <  dnkn^  bebg  pAymeoto  at  the  Treasory  to  May 
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15,  1794 — from  May  16  to  September  8,  is  three  moDths  and  eigbteea  days,  at  4.706  per  UvroL   S. 

cent  per  annum          ----------  1,682  18 

To  interest  on  280,401  livres,  8  sous,  1  denier,  bein^  payments  at  the  Treasury  on  Hay  20 

and  June  4, 1704 — from  June  4  to  September  8  is  two  nraoths  and  twenty-nine  days,  at 

4.706  per  cent  per  annum    -.-            -            -           -           -            -            -            •  ZMt    5 

To  account  of  principal  for  the  balance  of  this  account  -           -           -           -            •           -  80S,406    4 


875»000    i> 


Ca.  Epoch  of  September  8, 1794. 

By  interest  due  on  deptember  2, 1774,  on  7,600,000,  remaining  of  the  Loan  of  18,000,000, 

at  6  per  cent  per  annum,  one  year    --------     876,000    0  I 

Da.  Epoch  of  November  4, 1794. 

To  interest  on  the  balance  of  principal  due  to  the  United  States  on  September  8, 1794,  being 

2,199,091  livres,  0  sous,  6  deniers,  from  8d  September  to  November  4, 1794,  is  two  months,  \ 

at  4.706  per  cent  per  annum             --------  17.248    4    6 

To  account  of  prindpMd  for  balance  of  this  account       -.----  ^102,761  16   i 

120,000    0   0 


Oa.  Epoch  of  November  4, 1794. 

By  interest  due  on  November  4, 1794,  on  8,000,000,  remaining  to  that  period,  of  the  Loan  of 

10,000,000,  at  4  per  cent  per  annum  .--.-.-     120,000    0   0 

Da.  .    Epoch  of  December  81, 1794. 

To  interest  on  the  balance  of  nrincipal  due  to  the  United  States  on  November  4,  1794,  beinip 
2,096,839  livres,  4  sous,  6  denier^  from  November  4  to  December  81,  1794,  is  one  monu 
and  tweuty-seven  days,  at  4.706  per  cent  per  annum  .  -  -  .  -       16.620    3    8 

To  account  of  principal  for  balance  of  this  account      .-.---     284,879  16    0 

80aO00    0    0 


Ca.  Epoch  of  December  81, 1794. 

By  interest  due  on  December  81, 1794,  on  the  Loan  of  6,000,000,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum     •     800.000    0   0 


RESULT  ON  JANUARY  1, 1796. 

The  Oovemment  of  France  in  account  current  wM  the  United  States^  on  January  1, 1795. 

Db. 

To  balance  due  to  the  United  States  on  January  1,  1796,  arising  from  payments  exceeding  the      Jinm.    S.  D. 

interest  and  instalments  demandable  by  France  to  that  period        -  .  -  -  1,811,969    7  10 

Balance  due  to  the  French  Government  on  1st  January,  1796,  exclusive  of  interest  on  Loans, 

per  credit 12,188,040  IS    t 


14,000.000    0   0 


Or. 


By  four  instalments  of  1.600,000  livres  each,  on  the  Loan  of  18,000,000,  which  will  be  due  oo 
the  2d  of  September,  in  the  years  1796, 1797,  and  1798,  besdng  interest  from  September 
8, 1794,  at  6  per  cent  per  annum      .---.---  6,000,000    0   0 

By  two  instalments  of  1,000,000  livres  each,  on  the  Loan  of  10,000,000,  which  will  be  dne  oo 
the  4th  of  November,  in  the  years  1796,  and  1796,  bearing  interest  from  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1794,  at  4  per  cent  per  annum   ...-..-  -2^000000    0   0 

By  six  instalments,  of  1,000,000  livres  each,  on  the  Loan  of  6,000,000,  which  will  be  due  in  the 
years  1797,  1798,  1799, 1800,  1801,  and  1802,  bearing  interest  from  January  1, 1796,  at  6 
per  cent  per  annum    -.-------.  6,000,000    0   0 

14.000.000    0  J 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  Jr,  (hmptroikr, 
Comptrollcb's  OmoB,  January  6, 1796. 
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0  &  D— Continued. 

Statement  qf  one  ymt^i  interett  an  the  Fordgn  Loam  effected  on  a  ceount  <if  the  United  JStatee,  a$ 

due  on  the  81«t  qf  December,  1794. 

Ooilden.     Dolk.    CU. 
20,500,000  gnflders,  amoont  of  five  per  oent.  Loans  effected  at  Amsterdam  •  1,025,000 
2,050,000  guilders,  amount  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent  Loan  effected  at  Ant- 
werp   -------.       92,250 

7,950,000  gmlders,  amount  of  four  per  cent  Loans  effected  at  Amsterdam     -     818,000 

30,500,000  amount  at  interest 

467,500  guilders,  amount  of  premiums  and  gratifications  to  be  paid  on  a  Loan 
of  2,000,000  guildera. 

80,967,500  guilders,  amount  to  be  paid  for  Loans  effected  at  Amsterdam  and 
— —         Antwerp. 
Amount  of  onejears  interest  on  the  Dutch  and  Antwerp  Loans     -  1,485,250 

Which,  at  40  cents  per  guilder,  is       ...  -  -       574,100  00 

Lieree,     «.  d, 
12,188,040  12  2  balance  dfle  to  the  French  Qovemment,  a  4706  per  cent  per  annum, 

beins  an  average  of  interest  payable  on  the   French    Loan  when 
obtained  .....       Lhree,  578,569  8  9 

Which,  at  18.15  cents  per  livre,  is  -  -  •  .  -  ^      104,102  80 

Amount  of  one  year's  interest  on  the  foreign  Loans,  as  due  on  the  81st  of  Dec^  1794      $678,102  80 

*^=g™— —   -  ■— ■ 

Statement  of  Intereet  payable  on  the  Domeetic  Debk 

Ist  Interest  payable  by  the  existing  contracts  on  the  Debt,  as  it  stood  on  the  Ust  day  of 
December,  1794 : 
On  aiz  per  cent  stock  -  .  $29,046,780  62 

On  the  original  capital  of  the 
debt  to  foreign  officers       -       186,988  28 

$29,288,718  85,  a  6  per  ct  $1,754,028  18 

On  three  per  cent  stock         -   19,484,840  68 
On  the  interest  of  the  capitsl 
due  to  foreign  officers  to  De- 
cember 81,  1790    -  -  22,488  58 

'  On  the  unihnded  Debt,  per 

statement   -  -  -      1,184^828  40 

From  which  deduct  indents 
of  interest,  which  bear  no 
interest      •  -  -  88,805  00 

Unfunded  Debt  bearing  interest  -  -  1,100,518  40,  a  6  per  et        66,081  10 

Total  of  interest  payable  annually,  by  the  contract  existing  at  the  close 

of  the  year  1794 $2,405,272  60 

3d.  Interest  payable  after  the  year  1800,  on  the  principles  of  the  contract  existing  at  the 
end  of  1794: 
On  the  deferred  stock  existing  at  the  end  of 

1794,  being          ....  $14,528,865  45,  a  6  per  ct  $871,401  92 

On  the  six  per  cent  stock,  as  stated  above  -    29,288,718  85,  a  6  per  ct  1,754,028  18 

On  the  three  per  oent  stock,  as  stated  above    19,507,279  26,  a  8  per  ct  585,218  87 

On  the  unfunded  Debt,  as  sUted  above       -      1,100,518  40,  a  6  per  ct  66,081  10 

Total  of  interest  which  would  be  payable  after  the  year  1800,  on  the  whole  Domestic 
Debt,  on  the  principles  of  the  existing  contract,  at  the  end  of  1794  .  -  •  $8,276,674  52 


19,507,279  96,  a  8  per  ct    585,218  87 


8d.  Interest  which  would  be  payable  if  the  whole  Domestic  Debt  was  subseribed  to  the 

Loan: 
On  six  per  oent  stock        •  •  •  $29,967,897  80,  a  6  per  ct  $1,798,048  86 

On  three  per  oent  stock     -  -  -    19,967,986  00,  a  8  per  ct      599,088  08 
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Annual  interest  till  the  dose  of  the  year  1800    .••---  2,897/>81  H 
Interest  on  Deferred  Debt,  which  becomes 
six  per  cent  stock  after  the  jear  1800        $14,890^04  90,  a  6  per  ct  •  -     898,418  8» 


Total  interest  which  woald  be  payable  annually,  after  the  year  1800,  if  the  whole  Debt 


was  subscribed 


$8,290,494  88 


E. 
View  ^  Sinhing  Fund,  according  to  plan  proposed  in  the  EeperL 

Present  annual  amount  of  Sinking  Fund,  supposing  the  inrestment  of  the  residue  of  the  surplus  of  rere- 
nue  to  the  end  of  1790,  and  of  the  arrears  of  interest  on  the  debt  to  foreign  ofiSoers,  in  the  purchase 
of  six  per  cent  stock,  at  par,  and  exonerating  the  fund  from  the  charge  to  which  it  is  subjeoi  bj  the 
last  section  of  the  act  making  proYision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt^  tIs  : 

Interest  for  a  year  on  stock  actually  purchased  and  redeemed,  to  the  last  of  IJecember,  1794,  and  carried 

to  the  credit  of  the  fund $68,225  £5 

Interest  for  a  year  on  the  principal  and  arrears  of  interest,  to  the  end  of  1790,  on  the  debt 

to  foreign  officers          .........  11,893  44 

Interest  for  a  year  on  subsequent  arrears  of  interest,  not  included  in  the  abore  -           -  1,547  05 

Interest  for  a  year  on  $411,659  49,  being  tiie  unexpended  balance  of  surplus  to  the  end 

of  1790 -  24,699  56 

$106,364  60 
Interest  for  a  year  on  the  Loan  Office  certificates,  bearing  interest  on  the  nominal  princi- 
pal which  (those  certificates  being  paid  off  as  proposed)  would  accrue  to  this  fund        -         1,911  00 
Add  this  sum,  to  be  appropriated  out  of  the  rerenue  from  imports  and  tonnage,  for  the 
redemption  of  stock,  bearing  a  present  interest  of  nx  per  cent  according  to  the  fifth 
proposition  in  the  report  ........     408,1S4  61 

The  amount  of  two  per  cent  on  $25,820,512  20,  being  the  amount  of  stock  unredeemed, 
bearing  a  present  interest  of  six  per  oent  exclusiTe  of  State  balances   -  -  -    $516,410  ^ 

Dividends  on  Bank  stock,  deducting  interest  on  such  instalments  of  the  Loan  of  the  Bank 
as  had  not  accrued  in  the  year  1794      .......     $62,500  00 

Sum  to  be  paid  in  addition  thereto,  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1796,  out  of  the  revenues  from 
imports  and  tonnage,  for  reimbursement  of  the  4th  insUlment  of  the  above  Loan        -     187,500  00 

Amount  of  annual  instalments  of  $2,000,000  had  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pursu- 
ant to  the  11th  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation         .....   $200,000  00 

The  surplus  of  the  dividends  on  Bank  stock  will  increase  each  year  $12,000;  the  interest,  liberated 
by  payment  of  each  annual  instalment  of  principal,  and  the  sum  to  be  paid  out  of  the  revenue,  will  in- 
nually  decrease  in  the  same  ratio. 

It  will  be,  after  the  first  year — 

$125,500 

118,500 

101,500 

89,500 

77,500 

66,500 


On  the  1st  of  January,  1797  .  -  - 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1798  - 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1799  ... 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1800  ... 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1801  •  .  - 

On  tha  1st  of  January,  1802  ... 

The  yearly  averaee  of  the  sunw  snocesaivel v  payable  out  of  the  revenue  from  hnports  and 
tonnage,  towards  reimbursing  the  two  million  Loan,  will  be      .  -  .  . 

And  the  whole  Loan  being  dischareed  on  the  1st  of  January,  1808,  the  annual  dividend 
on  Bank  stock  will  be  nberated  from  the  fhture  payment  of  hiterest  on  the  Loan,  and 
win  thenceforth  yield  to  the  Sinking  Fund  an  annuity  liable  to  the  redemptkm  of  the 
deforredstock    .......... 

Two  per  centum  of  $12,478,887  98,  the  amount  of  unredeemed  stodt,  which  on  the  Isl  of 
January,  1801,  will  bear  interest  at  six  per  centum  per  annum,  exclusive  of  State  ba- 
lances, and  which  will  be  payable  on  the  1st  of  January,  1802,  is     f   - 


•  $101,500  00 


158,500  00 
849,576  75 
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Yearly  interest,  which,  on  the  Ut  of  January,  1801,  will  begfin  to  aoonie  to  the  Sinking 
Fund,  in  the  deferred  stoek  standing  to  its  credit,  is  962>3l9  97.  Further  sum  neoes- 
aary  for  payment  of  the  above  two  per  centam  .....     1974266  78 

•349,676  76 


This  sum  of  9197366  78  will,  in  the  years  1803, 1803,  be  payable  out  of  the  revenues  from  imports 
and  tonnage.  Bat  the  yearly  dividends  on  Bank  stock,  free  from  charge  after  the  Ist  of  January, 
1803,  being $162,600  00 

The  svm  thenceforth  payable  out  of  the  revenues  from  imports  and  tonnage,  for  pay. 

meat  of  said  two  per  centum,  will  be.  -  .  •  -  -  -       44,766  78 

Whieh,  together  with  the  yearly  interest  on  deferred  stock,  being  ...       62,319  97 

Is  eqmal  to  the  amount  of  redeeming  annuity  of  deferred  stock,  being      ...  $249,676  76 


Henee  the  permanent  appropriations  out  of  the  revenue  from  imports  and  tonnage,  for  the  re. 
demptioD  of  the  whole  of  the  unredeemed  funded  stock,  which  now  bears,  and  hereafter  will  bear,  an 
interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  exclusive  of  the  stock  standing  to  the  credit  of  certain  States, 
pursuant  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  is 

For  that  bearing  a  present  interest       •••...  $408,134  64 
For  that  bearing  a  future  interest        -  .  .  -  -  .       44,766  78 

Total  annual  extra  appropriation  to  Sinking  Fund,  out  of  the  revenues,  exclusive  of 

Bank  dividends  ..........  $462391  42 


The  whole  of  the  stock  bearing  a  present  rate  of  interest,  will,  by  this  fund,  be  re- 
deemed in  something  less  than  twenty-three  years,  and  the  interest  then  set  freOi  to 
wit,  in  the  year  1818,  will  be-  -  -  -  -  .  .  $1,681,269  72 

To  which  add  the  further  appropriation  towards  principal,  as  above  ...     408,134  64 

$2,039,394  36 


This  annuity,  applied  to  payments  or  purchases  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  on  a  calculation  of  five  per 
cent  interest,  would,  by  the  Ist  of  January,  1824,  extinguish  that  Debt,  and  yield  a 
surplus  of-.---.-  --^-  $122,602  29 

The  whole  of  the  stock  bearing  a  future  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  will,  by  the  fund  to  be  applied  to  it 
as  above,  be  also  redeemed  in  something'  less  than  twenty-three  years  f^om  the  time  of  com- 
mencing the  redemption,  that  is,  by  the  year  1824,  and  the  interest  then  set  free  on  that  stock, 

will  be $801,060  24 

The  sum  appropriated  towards  the  redemption,  then  also  set  free,  is  •  •  -     197|266  78 

To  which,  add  the  sum  liberated  by  the  redemption  of  the  present  six  per  cent^  stock       •  2,089,894  36 
And  the  interest  on  $13,746,379  86,  bemg  the  amount  of  the  Foreign  Debt  eztinguiahed 
as  above  ..........     638,480  68 

There  will,  therefore,  be  an  annuity  of  -  •  -  -  -  .  $8,676,181  96 

Thus  will  the  whole  of  the  Foreign  Debt  be  extinguished  by  the  year  1824,  and  the  Sinking  Fund  will 

then  possess  an  annuity  of         -.*-•--  $3,676,181  96 

And  a  sum,  in  gross,  of---*----.      122,602  29 

Together $3,798,684  26 

Which,  in  two  years,  would  more  than  pay  off  the  whole  of  the  balances  to  creditor  States,  and  the 
whole  of  the  unfunded  Debt,  if  not  sooner  discharged. 

So  that,  supposing  the  proceeds  of  the  Western  lands  to  be  sufficient,  by  the  same  time,  to  redeem 
the  three  per  cent  stock,  the  whole  of  the  nresent  Debt  of  the  United  States,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, funded  and  unfunded,  may  be  redeemed  bv  the  operation  of  the  provision  proposed  by  the 
fifth  proposition,  by  the  year  1826 ;  and  there  would  revert  to  the  United  States  a  yearly  revenue  of 
$4,436,320  89. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

TBcAauRT  Devartmbht,  January  17, 1796. 

Note. — ^The  calculations  in  this  statement  would  require,  to  assure  their  perfect  accuracy,  a  revision; 
bnt  it  is  certain,  that  any  errors  it  may  contain,  will  be  too  inconsiderable  to  affect  any  important 
result 
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"Nett  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  as  appertained  1793  per  account 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  tbat  year  -  -  $6,087,646  36 

Add  product  of  adaitional  duUea  on  imports  laid  by  the 
acts  of  the  5th  and  7th  of  June,  1794,  computed  on  the 
importations  of  1793     -  -  -  -  -    1,091,872  33 

Deduct  for  extra  drawbacks,  which  would  become  pay* 
able  after  the  year  1793,  in  consequence  of  extra  im- 
portations of  certain  articles  in  that  year,  which  were 
re-exported       ......    1,500,000  00 

Deduct  amount  of  temporary  duties  on  imports    -  -    1,479,626  91 


vtnne. 


$7,179,418  58 


3,979,626  91 


Permanent  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  ....  4,199,791  67 

Duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  upon  stills        -      400,000  00 
Nett  duties  on  postage  of  letters,  as  ascertained  in  1793,  -  -        29,722  16  * 

Patent  fees,  as  they  accrued  in  the  satne  year        ....  660  00 

Dividends  of  Bank  stock  beyond  the  mterest  payable  to 

Bank  in  1798 88,500  00 

Add  interest  of  two  instalments,  which,  being  paid  ofl^ 

will  increase  the  dividend  ....        24,000  00 


62,500  00 


Total  permanent  revenue    ......  $4,692,673  83 

TcmpomrfTO- 
▼eniie. 

Duties  on  imports,  as  stated  above  ....  $1,479,626  91 

Estimated  product  of  duties  on  snuff  manufactured,  and  sugar  refined 

within  the  United  States,  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons, 

.    licenses  for  selling  wines  and  spirits  at  retail,  sales  at  auction  -  -       380,000  00 

Tota^  temporary  revenue   .......    1,859,636  91 

Total  annual  current  revenue         .»•..•  $6,552,300  74 


CUBBSHT  EXFBRDXTUBB. 


Interest  on  Foreign  Debt  as  stated  -  -  •    $678,102  80 

Deduct  interest   on   instalments   of  Foreign  Debt  for 

1795,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  Foreign  Loans         39,623  23 


638,480  58 

Interost  on  fbnded  Domestks  Debt  .....  2,339,241  50 

Interest  on  unsubscribed  Debt^  computed  according  to  contraet    -  -        66,031,10 

$3,043,753  18 
Interest  on  temporary  Loans,  for  anticipatiog  the  revenue  -  -       100,000  00 


Expenses  of  the  Civil  Department,  including  foreign  intercourse  -  -      475,249  53 

Expenses  of  the  Militory  Department       -  -  -    1,311,975  29 

Incloding  pensions  to  invalict      ....        85,357  04 

1,397,332  33 

Expenses  of  the  Naval  Department  for  a  year      ....       411,50880 
Expenses  of  light-houses  and  other  establishments  for  the  benefit  of 
navigation        ........         24,000  00 

5,481,843  84 

Excess  of  revenue  beyond  the  expenditure  ......    1,070,45690 

$6,552,300  74 


»T. 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  TVmimn^ 
T&BASUBT  Defaetmsrt,  JonuoTy  17, 1796. 
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SwrhBtEKi  TO  SfAmmiT  F. 
Fiew  <if  the  probabU  produce  tfike  (Mitional  dutiet  on  impcrU  laid  lay  theaet  of  Juno  7, 1794. 


AztldM  on  wUoli  datioi  an  laid  bj 
th«actorJiuio7,lTM. 

Amount  imported 
inl79£ 

InlTW: 

Bitoi. 

AmoQot  of  datlM  oalealatod  on  im- 
portation of  the  two  yoan. 

Coffee,  pounds     ... 
Cocoa,  pounds      ... 
Refined  sugar       ... 
Clayed  sugar        ... 
IGsoellauj,     being    smaller 

enumerated  articles   - 
Articles  to  which  6  per  cent 

is  added,  value  .        -        - 
Articles  to  which  2)>  per  cent 

is  added,  yalue  .        .        - 

8^666,441 

520,169 

226,680 

91,287 

84,458,178 

1,455,408 

400,000 

8,789,775 

At  1  cent 
At  2  cents 
At  5  cents 
At  1  cent 

Various 

6  per  cent 

21  per  cent 

1792. 

$85,664  41 

10,408  88 

11,284  00 

912  87 

81,424  18 

241,605  92 

887,754  59 

1798. 
$844,581  78 
29,108  16 
20,000  00 
87,897  76 

81,424  18 

241,605  92 

887,754  69 

$4,882,118  61 
15,510,188  81 

$4,882,118  61 
15,510,188  81 

$769,048  85 

$1,091,872  82 

Difference  between  1792  and  1798,  is  $822^888  47,  which  may  be  justly  considered  as  an  extra  im- 
portation, depending  on  peculiar  and  known  circumstances  of  the  war  in  Europe,  and  which,  in  all 
probability,  wHl  b^  wholly  drawn  back  on  exportation. 

The  proceeds  of  these  duties  may  therefore  be  thus  stated : 

Amount  computed  on  the  importation  of  1792  -  ....     $769,048  85 

Deduct  for  usual  drawbacks  on  exportation  and  expenses  of  collection,  10  per  cent    -         76,904  88 


Probable  nett  annual  product  of  additional  duties 


$692,148  97 


^ It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  the  considerable  additions  made  upon  the  miscellaneous  arti- 
cles, and  upon  refined  sugar,  will  probably  have  prohibitory  effect,  and  that  the  items  relative  to  them 
cannot  be  much  counted  upon. 

A.  H. 


Bentlt,  in  the  year  1796,  aeeording  toJifth  propaiiion. 


Surplus  of  revenne  brought  forward       -  •  - 

Incroised  interest  on  Foreign  Debt         -  - 

Interest  on  new  emission  ...... 

Ten  per  cent  of  arrears  of  unfunded  interest,  including  indents 
Yearly  instalment  on  account  of  $1,000,000  Loan  for  foreign  inter- 
course ..-..--. 


$67,291  89 

4,628  70 

48,809  58 

200,000  00 


$1,070,456  90 


Appropriatume/ar  Sinking  Fujid,  eis ; 

Dividends  of  Bank  stock        .... 

Sum  payable  out  of  imports  and  tonnage  for  redemption 
of  six  per  cent  stock  .... 

Sum  pavable  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1796,  towards  reimburs- 
ing of  Bank  Loan      ..... 


-  $62,500  00 
.  408,184  64 
-  187,600  00 


608,184  64 


Balance,  bdng  excess  of  revenue  beyond  expenditure 


928,264  76 
$142,192  14 


It  appears  by  statement  E,  that  these  extra  appropriations  wUI,  in  the  progress  of  the  operation,  be 
reduced;  and  that,  including  a  provision  for  the  redemption  of  the  defeired  Debt,  the  permanent 
charge  on  the  revenue  (exclusive  of  Bank  dividends)  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  ?rill  be  no  more  than 
$452,891  42.  A.  H. 
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IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  REVENUE. 

[Oommumcated  to  the  House  of  Repreaentatires,  Fe- 
bruary %  1796.] 

Hie  Skgbrart  or  ths  Tbxabvbt  respectfully  makes  the 
folio ving  report  to  the  House  of  Represeotatires: 

AccordiDg  to  the  present  laws,  imposing  duties 
on  articles  imported  into  the  Unit^  States,  not 
much  short  of  one-third  of  the  whole  amount  of 
the  duties  is  deriyed  from  articles  rated  ad  va- 
lorem. 

In  other  nations,  where  this  branch  of  revenue, 
as  with  us,  is  of  principal  or  very  consider- 
able consequence,  and  where  no  peculiarity  of  situ- 
ation has  tended  to  keep  the  rates  of  duty  low,  ex- 
perience has  led  to  contract  more  and  more  the 
number  of  articles  rated  ad  valorem,  and  of  course 
to  extend  the  number  of  those  rated  specifically, 
that  is,  according  to  weight,  measure,  or  other 
rule  of  quantity. 

The  reason  of  this  is  obvious.  It  is  to  guard 
against  evasions  which  infallibly  happen,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  where  duties  are  high.  It 
is  impossible  for  the  merchants  of  any  country  to 
have  manifested  more  probity  than  those  of  the 
United  States,  on  this  subject;  and  it  is  firmly 
believed,  that  there  never  was  one  in  which  illicit 
practices,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  revenue,  have 
obtained  so  little  as  hitherto  in  this ;  yet,  it  would 
be  a  delusive  expectation,  that,  with  duties  so  con> 
siderable  as  those  which  now  exist,  a  disposition 
will  not  be  experienced,  in  some  individuals  who 
carry  on  our  import  trade,  to  evade  the  payment 
of  them,  and  this  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  make 
it  prudent  to  guard  with  circumspection,  and  by 
every  reasonable  precaution  against  the  success 
of  such  attempts.  It  is  needless  to  repeat,  that 
this  will  contribute  as  much  to  the  interest  of  the 
fair  trader  as  to  that  of  the  revenue. 

It  is  believed  that,  in  our  system,  the  method  of 
rating  ad  valorem  could,  with  convenience,  be 
brought  within  a  much  narrower  compass;  and 
it  is  evident  that,  to  do  so,  will  contribute  materi- 
ally to  the  security  of  the  revenue. 

The  Secretary  has  not  hitherto  had  leisure  to 
digest  the  details  of  a  plan  for  this  purpose ;  but, 
if  the  idea  is  approved,  it  can  be  carri^  with  due 
accuracy  into  effect,  at  a  future  session,  by  an  or- 
der upon  the  Head  of  this  Department  to  prepare, 
in  the  mean  time,  a  tariff  proportioned  to  the  ac- 
tual rates  of  duty. 

It  may  also  be  found  expedient,  with  a  nmilar 
view,  to  adjust  anew  the  proportional  rates  of 
duty,  of  difiuBrent  kinds  or  qualities,  of  certain  ar- 
ticles. This  observation  is  believed  to  apply,  with 
parUcular  force,  to  teas.  It  would  be,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Secretary,  advisable  to  throw  them  into 
three  classes ;  to  raise  somewhat  the  lowest  rate, 
and  to  diminish  considerably  the  higher  rates.  A 
persuasion  is  entertained,  founded  partly  upon  ob- 
servation of  the  course  of  importations,  that  a  re- 
filation  of  this  kind  would  benefit  the  revenue, 
he  same  thing  might  be  conveniently  extended 
to  some  other  articles. 


Advantages  will  also  accrue  from  a  readjost- 
ment  of  the  rates,  in  certain  cases,  by  combimog 
several  rates  on  the  same  articles,  established  by 
diflbrent  acts  into  one  rate,  and  by  dismissing  in- 
convenient  fractions,  which  serve  to  perplex  the 
calculation  of  the  duties.  Some  alteration^  in  the 
terms  of  credit  for  duties  may,  it  is  eonoeived,  be 
made  with  advantage.  Where  four  months  are 
allowed,  three  and  six  raonto  may  be  sabstitoted  ; 
and  three,  six,  nine,  and  twelve,  or  even  Uta^e^  six, 
nine,  twelve,  and  fifteen,  to  the  cases  of  six,  nine, 
and  twelve  montha  This  will  apportion  the 
course  of  receipts  more  according  to  the  course  of 
payments,  and  prevent  inconvenient  piesBures  at 
particular  junctures. 

The  compensations  to  inspectors,  especiallj  in 
the  ports  where  the  expense  of  living  is  great, 
and  to  collectors  and  surveyors  in  the  less  produc- 
tive ports,  urgently  demand  revision,  in  order  U> 
an  increase  of  them. 

The  security  of  the  revenue,  in  every  branch, 
turns  (it  will  not  be  too  strong  to  say)  principAlly 
upon  the  officers  of  the  lowest  grade.  Hence,  it  is 
a  policy  no  less  mistaken  than  oomraon,  to  leave 
those  officers  without  such  compensations  as  wiQ 
admit  of  a  proper  selection  of  character,  and  to 
prevent  the  temptation,  from  indigence,  to  abase 
the  trust  It  is  certain  that,  in  many  places,  th'e 
present  allowance  to  inspectors,  on  the  most  liberal 
application  of  it,  is  inadequate  to  those  important 
ends. 

A  similar  reasoning  will  apply  to  those  officers 
of  the  principal  grades,  who,  being  in  districts 
which  produce  little,  are  ill  compensated  by  the 
emoluments  to  which  they  are  at  present  entitled. 
It  cannot  escape,  that  the  safety  of  the  revenue 
must  depend  on  equal  fidelity  and  doe  vigilance 
in  dl  the  districts ;  else  it  may  become  in  many 
cases,  worth  the  while  to  resort  to  particular  dis- 
tricts, because  there  is  a  deficiency  of  the  one  or 
the  other.  Besides,  that  it  is  in  itself  just  and 
proper,  that  all  who  are  in  the  pubKc  service 
should  receive  adequate  mwurds  for  their  time^ 
attention,  and  trouble. 

The  aggregate  expense  of  conecting  the  duties 
on  impost  and  tonnage,  is  at  present  truly  mode- 
rate— a  circumstance  which  facilitates  the  exten- 
sion of  allowances  where  they  are  necessary.  The 
system  of  the  revenue  cutters  needs  revision.  The 
utility  of  every  institution  depends  on  the  compe- 
tency of  the  agents  who  are  to  execute  it.  The 
present  compensations  to  officers  and  men,  com- 
pared with  what  may  be  obteined  in  other  simiUr 
employment,  unaided  by  collateral  motives,  creates 
a  degree  of  embarrassment  which  very  much 
impairs  the  usefulness  of  the  thing.  It  woold 
have  been,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary,  a 
great  mean  of  rendering  it  competent  to  its  olject, 
H  as  was  early  suggested  by  him,  the  officers  of 
the  customs  had  hi^  rank  in  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

With  regard  to  that  branch  of  revenue  which 
is  constituted  by  the  duties  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  SUtes,  and  upon  stills,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  it  would  be  an  improvement,  and  one 
which  could  be  now  made  without   inoonveni- 
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ence,  to  abolish  the  option  to  pay  by  the  galloD,  of 
the  spirits  distilled,  in  the  esses  where  the  duties 
ire  charged  on  the  stilla  This  will  leave  the  alter- 
Dative  of  paying  by  the  year,  or  for  leas  periods, 
upon  licenses,  at  the  chdee  of  the  party ;  an  alter- 
siiiTe  which  a£fords  suflScient  accommodatioa  to 
the  difference  of  circumstances.  The  option  to  pay 
by  the  gallon,  of  the  spirits  distiUed,  according  to 
An  account  to  be  rendered  on  the  oath  of  the  piu-ty, 
though  expedient  in  the  first  experiment  of  the  law, 
is  objectionable,  as  a  permanent  regolation,  in  a 
double  Tiew. 

The  additional  discretionary  latitude  given  to 
compensations  to  the  oflScers  concerned  in  the  col- 
lection of  those  duties,  is  restricted  to  a  term 
which  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  Congres&  It  will  be  essential  to  extend  it,  or 
to  fix  the  compensations  which  shall  have  been 
allowed.  It  is  believed  that  further  experience 
will  still  be  useful  towards  a  definite  Legislative 
adjustment 

Embarrassments  are  experienced  fi*om  the  want 
of  a  concurrent  authority  in  these  officers,  similar 
to  that  of  the  officers  of  the  customs,  to  make  sei- 
xores  within  each  other's  surveys  and  divisions. 
On  the  borders  of  such  as  are  adjacent,  the  officers 
are  exposed  to  hazard  in  making  seizures,  and 
better  opportunities  are  afforded  of  escaping  de- 
tection. 

The  revenue  to  result  from  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  laying  duties  upon  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines  and  distilled  spirits,  may  be  improved,  fk- 
Torably  to  proportional  equality,  by  changing  the 
form. 

One  license,  for  selling  one  or  more  kinds  of 
wines,  puts  the  greatest  and  the  smallest  dealer 
upon  the  same  footing,  and  is  so  far  inequitable. 
To  class  wines  into  a  few  obvious  and  strongly 
marked  discriminations,  and  to  render  a  license  ne-^ 
cesaary  for  each  class,  with  a  duty  upon  each  li- 
cense, would  favor  a  iust  distribution  of  the  Ux 
among  great  and  small  dealers,  and  would,  at  the 
same  time,  benefit  the  revenue.  The  classes  may 
be  as  follows:  1st  Madeira  wine.  2d.  Sherry 
wine.    Sd.  Port  wine.    4th.  Other  wines. 

To  secure  the  effect  of  the  discrimination  in  fa- 
Tor  of  small  dealers,  who  msy  be  in  the  practice 
of  selling  and  sending  out  different  kinds  of  wines 
in  small  quantities,  it  may  be  provided  that  not 
more  than  one  license  shall  be  necessary  to  any 
dealer,  who  never  sells  or  sends  out  at  any  one 
time  more  than  three  gallons.  And  suitable  penal- 
ties may  be  annexed  to  guard  the  condition  of  the 
exemption. 

Similar  observations  are  applicable  to  licenses  to 
retailers  of  spirituous  liquors.  These  may  be 
^wn  into  three  classes:  1st  Spirits  distilled 
from  the  grape,  commonly  called  brandy.  2d. 
opirits  distuled  from  the  produce  of  the  sugar  cane, 
commonly  called  rum.  8d.  Other  distilled  spirits ; 
•nd  there  may  be  a  like  provision  in  fiivor  of  deal- 
en  who  never  sell  or  send  out  more  than  three  gal- 
lons at  one  time. 

Distillers  may  be  put,  in  this  respect,  as  to  the 
spirits  they  distil,  upon  the  same  footing  with 
uaporters;  that  is,  they  may  be  exempt  firom 


the  license  duty ;  but  it  would  seem  proper  to  an- 
nex these  conditions  to  the  exemption,  that  they 
shiJl  not  sell  and  send  out  a  less  quantity,  in  one 
caedE,  venel,  or  package,  than  ten  gallons ;  and  that 
they  shall  not  deal  in  the  selling  at  retail  of  any 
other  spirits  than  those  they  themselves  distil. 

Or,  another  mle  oMiy  be  adopted,  for  proportion- 
ing the  tax  to  the  extent  of  the  dealing ;  which  is, 
to  add  to  the  present  rate  of  the  license  certain 
supplemental  rates,  acoording  to  the  yearly  rent  or 
yearly  value,  by  appraisement,  of  the  house  or  bnild- 
mg  in  which  the  retailers  of  wines  or  spirituous 
liquors  shall  cany  on  the  bosiness. 

This  has  been  found,  in  practice,  a  convenient, 
and,  upon  the  whole,  an  equitable  rule  of  propor- 
tion ;  evidently  more  so  than  one  license  with  the 
same  duty  to  all  dealers  indiscriminately. 

It  is  a  general  and  a  wise  national  policy,  to 
make  these  articles  of  wine  and  spirits  as  contri- 
butory to  the  revenue  as  they  can  be  made ;  which 
can  only  be  effected  by  subdividing  the  duties 
upon  them  in  the  different  staces  of  their  passage 
to  the  consumer.  The  branch  under  consideia- 
tion  might  be  an  important  one.  As  it  is  now  re- 
gulated, it  is  feared  that  it  may  prove  of  inconsi- 
derable consequence.  The  confining  of  the  li- 
censes for  selling  spirituous  liquors  to  foreign  spi- 
rits, must  give  great  facility  to  evasions.  And  it 
has  an  unequal  operation  upon  different  portions  of 
the  community. 

It  would  promote  the  object  of  the  act,  which 
imposes  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  to  allow  two- 
and-a-half  per  centum  to  each  auctioneer,  in  lieu 
of  the  one  per  centum  allowed  by  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  that  act  It  is  believed  that  the  present 
allowance  is  insufficient  to  defray  the  expense  of 
clericship  incident  to-a  compliance  with  the  requi- 
sitions of  the  law,  which  cannot  be  rendered  less 
particular  or  exact  without  prejudice  to  the  re- 
venue. 

The  tax  upon  8no£^  according  to  a  rate  per 
pound,  will  be  liaUe  to  very  great  evasions,  with- 
out regulations  for  a  dose  inspection  of  the  course 
of  the  business.  Dispensing  with  these,  it  seems 
advisable  to  modify  the  tax  upon  a  different  plan. 
The  proposition  to  hiy  it  upon  the  mortar  is  as 
good  a  substitute  as  has  occurred.  It  appears, 
upon  evidence  which  is  credited,  that  a  snuff  mill 
usually  works  about  one  half  tiie  year ;  that  is, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six  working  days  in  a  year; 
and  yields,  per  mortar,  of  the  whole  numl)er  of 
mdrtars  contained  in  a  mill,  an  average  of  forty- 
five  pounds  of  snuff  per  day.  It  follows,  that  five 
hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents 
per  mortar,  per  annum,  is  the  equivalent  of  the 
present  duty  of  eight  cents  per  pound.  There  are 
objections  to  this  form  of  the  tax ;  but,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  be  generally  desired  by  the  manufiicturers, 
it  seems  advisable  to  forego  them;  especially  as 
the  present  plan  demands  &r  more  rigorous  pre- 
cautions for  the  effectual  collection  of  the  duty 
than  now  exist,  or  than  would  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient 

A  similar  difficulty  attends  the  tax  upon  refined 
sugar;  but  a  proper  substitute  for  tiie  present 
plim  is  not  perodved.    It  will  ibrtiff  the  revenue, 
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and  produce  no  undue  inconyenience  to  the  ma- 
nufiusturer,  if  be  be  required  to  annex  a  ticket  or 
tickets  to  each  loaf  of  sugar,  specifying  the  weight 
in  pounds ;  and  to  each  cask,  barrel,  keg,  box,  or 
other  package  of  refined  sugar,  specifying  the  con- 
tents and  weight  in  pounds^  corresponding  certifi- 
cates or  tickets  to  accompany  imported  refined 
sugar.  The  kinds  of  tickets  to  be  furnished  by  the 
respective  superyisors,  and  accounted  to  for  them. 
The  observance  of  this  reguUtion  to  be  secured  by 
proper  penalties. 

The  act  which  lays  a  duty  on  carriages  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons,  exempts  from  the  dufy  car- 
riages usually  and  chiefly  employed  in  husbandry, 
and  in  carrying  commoditiea  It  is  a  materud 
defect  in  this  ac^  as  has  been  ahready  experienced, 
that  it  provides  no  summary  mode  for  determining 
what  carriages  are  within  the  exempting  descrip- 
tion. Now,  every  disputed  case  must  be  the  sub- 
ject of  a  suit  in  aU  the  legal  forms,  which  is  equally 
objectionable  on  the  score  of  dciay  and  expense. 
It  is  not  perceived  that  any  insurmountable  diffi- 
culty lies  m  the  way  of  providing  a  remedy  consis- 
tently with  a  due  deference,  in  the  last  resort,  to 
the  Judidaiy  authority. 

In  revenue  laws,  too  much  is  as  great  a  foult  as 
too  little  simplicity.  It  leaves  them  unprovisional— 
incapable  of  execution  in  a  manner  convenient 
either  to  the  public  or  to  individuals.  The  actB 
imposing  duties  on  licenses  for  selling  wines  and 
spirituous  liquors  at  retul,  and  upon  sales  at  auc- 
tion, authorize  allowances  not  exceeding  two-and- 
»>half  per  cent  for  compensation  to  officers,  and 
for  incidental  expenses.  The  acts  laying  duties 
upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and 
upon  snuflf  and  refined  sugar,  make  no  provision 
for  such  compensations,  or  other  expenses  of  collec- 
tion. It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  that  the 
rate  of  two-and-a-half  percent  in  the  two  first- 
mentioned  acts  is  inadequate— Uiat  it  ought  to  be 
extended  to  five  per  cent,  and  that  an  equal  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  the  expense  of  collection 
under  the  two  last-mentioned  acts. 

The  restrictions  upon  officers  of  the  customs, 
and  upon  the  supervisors  and  other  officers  of 
inspection,  with  regard  to  the  Public  Funds,  appear 
to  the  Secretary  unnecessaiy  and  inconvenient — 
unnecessary,  because  those  officers,  having  no  con- 
cern whatever  with  any  branch  of  public  business 
that  respects  the  management  of  the  funds,  can 
have  no  official  influence  upon  the  policy  or  exe- 
cution of  the  measures  which  regard  them,  further 
than  by  a  punctual  collection  of  the  revenues— 
inconvenient  because  it  deprives  them  of  a  mean 
of  investing  any  littie  sums  they  may  save  or  ac- 
quire, in  a  mode  very  convenient  to  men  who,  from 
situation,  are  less  liable  to  avail  themselves  of  other 
opportunities.  If  the  being  stockholders  can  have 
any  influence  upon  them  as  officers,  it  must  be  of 
a  kind  fovorable  to  the  public  service,  by  increas- 
ing their  personal  interest  in  the  exact  collection 
of  the  revenue.  If  the  idea  which  dictated  the 
restrictions  was,  that  they  might  use  the  public 
money  in  ^peculations  in  stock,  the  answer  is,  that 
this  is  not  m  their  power,  6wn  the  rapidity  with 
which  it  ifl  traosfeired  to  the  TVessniy:  and  if  It 
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were  practicable  for  them  to  divert  the  pnbl 
money,  and  a  disposition  to  do  it  shoald  in  any 
case  exist,  it  might  operate  through  other  eha*' 
nels.  In  lieu  of  the  restrictions  concerning  tbt 
funds,  the  emplo3rment  of  public  money  for  privatsi 
purposes  may,  if  thought  necessary,  be  still  farther 
ffuarded  against  by  penalties.  Those  restrictioes 
m  reference  to  the  immediate  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department  and  the  Commissioners  of  Loans 
are  entirely  proper,  and  ought  to  be  maintained; 
but  it  is  believed  that  it  is  not  only  useless,  but  iiK 
jurious,  to  give  them  greater  extension.  The  mul- 
tiplication of  restrictions  on  the  public  officers  wCl 
render  greater  compensations  neoessaiy,  and  be  a 
source  of  expense  to  the  public 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  ef  the  TWomry. 

Tbsasurt  DiPARtMSNT,  January  81,  1795. 

Note. — Since  the  conclusion  of  this  Report,  the 
Secretarjr  has  learnt  that  a  bill  (the  progress  of 
which  his  peculiar  situation  had  prevented  his  ob- 
serving) has  actually  passed  the  two  Houses,  for 
changing  the  terms  of  six,  nine,  and  twelye  monthsi 
into  eight,  ten,  and  twelve.  This  bill,  bendes  in- 
terfering disadvantageously  with  arrangements  of 
the  Treasury,  founded  upon  the  existing  provisions 
of  the  laws,  will,  it  is  apprehended,  tend  to  increase 
an  inconvenience  which  the  above  suggestions  are 
meant  to  lessen — the  too  great  concentration  of 
mercantile  payments.  Any  accidental  derange- 
ment of  the  mercantile  body  from  overtrading  or 
other  cause  would,  in  this  situation,  enduiger 
consequences  to  the  Treasury  which  it  might  be 
difficult  to  meet  by  other  expedients;  whereas,  a 
subdivision  into  shorter  and  more  numerous  peri- 
ods, by  diminishing  the  effect,  would  admit,  in 
such  cases,  of  an  etisj  substitute.  The  merchants 
themselves  are  particulariy  interested  in  this  ques- 
tion; for  the  reaction  upon  them  of  any  embar- 
rassment of  the  Treasury  mifht  render  that  a 
general  and  lasting  mischief  which  might  other- 
wise have  been  only  a  partial  and  transient  dis- 
order. 


THE  NATIONAL  DBPENCR 


DsPABTMXNT  OF  War,  Deoemlfer  10,  1794. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  sobmit  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  a  statement  of  such 
difficulties  and  inconveniences  as  have  oocorred 
in  the  execution  of  the  act,  entitied  "  An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States.'' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yoor 
obedient  servant,    . 

H.  KNOX,  Secretary  ef  War, 

The  Spbaur  of  the  Hauee  qfBtpe.  ^  the  IT,  & 

The  SiORRABY  or  War,  in  obedience  to  the  orden  of 
the  Prettdent  of  the  United  SUtes,  rctpeetliiUy  sob* 
nits  the  following  statement  of  sndi  diffieoHies  sad 
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JDooDTenienoM  «•  have  oeeamd  id  th*  ezecatioa 
of  the  act,  eotitled  "  An  aet  more  effsctaally  to  pro- 
vide for  tlie  Datioiud  defenee  by  eetabUahiiig  an  urn- 
farm  militia  th|poaglM>oi  tlM  United  Btatei.* 

That  a  diffieolty  of  primary  importance  appears 
» oppose  the  ezecation  of  the  first  section  ^of  the 
efore-recited  act  The  militia  are  requested  to 
nn  and  equip  themselves  at  their  own  expense, 
at  there  is  no  penalty  to  enforce  the  injunction  of 
tt  law. 

The  subscriber  is  informed  that  several  States 
iTe  passed  auxiliary  laws  to  the  act  of  Congress. 
he  laws  of  the  following  States  upon  this  sub- 
ict  are  in  his  possession^  to  wit :  Massachusetts, 
few  Jersey,  Pennsylvaniai  Maryland,  and  North 
laroliniL 

The  penalties  by  these  for  non-equipment  and 
rmament  appear  to  be  according  to  the  following 
(tracts: 

ManatikmetH   pamed  June  22, 1798. 

"  And  he  it  fwrther  enacted  hy  the  authority 
foraaid,  That  every  non-commissioned  officer  or 
mate  of  the  infimtry  who  shall  neglect  to  keep 
imself  armed  and  equipped  as  aforesaid,  or  who 
hall  on  a  muster-day,  or  at  any  other  time  of  ex- 
minatton,  be  destitute  of,  or  appear  unprovided 
rith  the  arms  and  equipments  nerein  directed, 
except  as  before  excepted,)  shall  pay  a  fine  not 
xceediog  twenty  shilhngs,  in  proportion  to  the 
rticles  of  which  he  shall  be  deficient,  at  the  dis- 
retion  of  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  before  whom 
rial  shall  be  had  And  all  parents,  masters,  and 
[uardians,  shall  furnish  those  of  the  said  militia 
rho  shall  be  under  their  care  and  command,  with 
be  arms  and  equipments  before-mentioned,  under 
be  like  penalties  for  any  neglect  And  whenever 
he  Selectmen  of  any  town  shall  judge  any  inha- 
•ttant  thereof  belon^ng  to  the  militia  unable  to  arm 
nd  equip  himself  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  they 
hall,  at  the  expense  of  the  town,  provide  for  and 
omigh  such  inhabitant  with  the  aforesaid  arms 
nd  equipments,  which  shall  remain  the  property 
f  the  town  at  Uie  expense  of  which  they  shall  l>e 
TOTided.  And  if  any  soldier  shall  embezzle  or 
testroy  the  arms  and  equipments  with  which  he 
hall  be  furnished,  he  shall,  upon  conviction  before 
ome  Justice  of  the  Peace,  be  acljudged  to  replace 
he  article  or  articles  which  shall  by  him  be  so 
mbezzled  or  destroyed,  and  to  pay  the  cost  firom 
he  process  arising  against  him.  And  if  he  shall 
lot  perform  the  same  within  fourteen  days  after 
Qch  adjudication,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the 
lelectmen  of  the  town  to  which  he  shall  belong,  to 
•ind  him  out  to  service  or  labor  for  such  term  or 
ime  as  shall,  in  the  discretion  of  the  said  Justice, 
^  sufficient  to  procure  a  sum  of  money  equal  to 
he  value  of  the  article  or  articles  so  embezzled  or 
lestroyed,  and  pay  cost  arising  as  aforesaid.** 

^efo  Jeney—paesed  June  5, 1798. 

"And  if  any  such  militiaman  shall  appear, 
rhen  called  out  to  exercise  or  into  service,  with- 
Kit  a  musktt  or  rifie,  be  shall  forfeit  and  piay  the 


man  of  three  shillings  and  ninepenee,  and  for  want 
of  every  other  of  the  aforesaid  articdes,  six  penoe^ 
Each  and  every  man  so  enrolled  as  aforesaid,  and 
providing  himself  with  the  arms,  ammunition,  and 
accoutrements  required  as  aforesaid,  shall  hold  the 
same  exempted  from  all  suits,  distress,  executions 
or  sales  for  debt,  or  the  payment  of  taxes :  Pro* 
vidied  aiwa/ye^  That  whenever  the  maiors  of  any 
battalion  shall  judge  any  person  enrolled  therein 
unable  to  arm  and  equip  himself  as  aforesaid,  such 
person  shall  not  be  sulgect  to  any  fine  for  not  annr 
ing;  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstandmg.** 

Penntylcania--pa»»ed  April  11, 1793. 

"  Premded  aheenye^  That  whenever  the  fleld-offi* 
oers  of  any  regiment  shsll  judge  any  person  en<* 
rolled  therein  unable  to  arm  and  equip  himself  as 
aforesaid,  such  person  shall  not  be  subject  to  any 
fine  for  not  arming ;  anything  herein  contained  to 
the  contraiy  notwithstanding." 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  specified  penalty  is 
imposed  by  this  act  on  persons  neglecting  to  arm 
and  equip  themselves. 

Maryland—paeeed  at  Natemher  Seeeume^  1798. 

'*  And  anv  non-commissioned  officer  or  matross, 
in  the  artillery,  and  any  non-commissioned  officer 
or  dragoon,  who  shall  so  refuse  or  neglect  to  attend 
on  any  of  the  said  days,  armed  and  accoutred  as 
aforesaid,  (except  as  before  excepted,)  shall  forfeit 
a  sum  not  exceeding  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  day^ : 
and  all  other  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri* 
vates  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  attend,  armed 
and  accoutred  as  herein  before  directed,  (except 
as  before  excepted,)  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  cent 
per  day,  unless  excused,  for  appearing  without 
arms  and  accoutrements,  by  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  their  respective  companies  for  the  day.** 

North  CaroUnO'^paeied  July  16, 1794. 

"And  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  pri- 
vate who  shall  fiul  to  appear  on  the  said  occasions, 
shall  forfeit  for  every  such  failure  or  neglect,  ten 
shillings;  or  if  appearing,  he  be  not  armed  and 
provided  in  a  manner  as  directed  in  this  act,  shall, 
for  such  deficiency,  forfeit  and  pay  five  shillings. 
And  if  the  officers  of  a  company,  or  any  two  of 
them,  after  an  examination  upon  oath,  shall  ad* 
judge  any  person  or  persons  enrolled  as  aforesaid, 
to  be  incapable  of  providing  and  furnishing  him 
or  themselves  with'tne  arms,  ammunition,  and  ac- 
coutrements required  by  this  act,  they  shall  make 
report  tiiereof  to  the  next  battalion  court-martial, 
as  the  case  may  be,  who  may,  if  it  should  appear 
necessary,  exempt  such  person  or  persons  from  the 
fines  and  forfeitures  by  this  act  imposed,  until  such 
arms  and  accoutrements  shall  be  provided  and 
delivered  him  or  them  br  the  court  martial,  who 
shall  take  security  for  the  safe-keeping  of  such 
arms  and  aooootrements,  to  be  returned  when  re- 
quired.** 

But  it  is  certain  that,  were  the  penalties  greatly 
enhanoed»  an  insuperable  difficulty  would  occur 
m  obtaining  the  requisite  number  ef  arms  in  any 
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reasonable  period.  The  ntunbers  comprehended 
in  the  act,  from  eighteen  to  fortj-A?e  years  of  age, 
inclusively,  deducting  the  exempts  and  mariners, 
may  be  estimated  probably  at  about  four  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  men.  Of  these,  probably  not 
one  hundred  thousand  are  armed  as  the  act  re- 
quires, although  a  greater  number  might  be  found 
of  common  and  ordinary  muskets  without  bayo- 
nets. The  deficiency  cannot  be  supplied  from  Eu- 
rope, under  the  present  circumstances.  The  only 
solid  resource  to  obtain  a  supply,  is  the  establish- 
ment of  manufactories  in  each  State. 

The  deficiency  of  arms  cannot  be  more  forcibly 
exemplified  than  that,  to  arm  the  mililia  lately 
called  into  service,  estimated  at  fifteen  thousand, 
the  number  of  ten  thousand  arms  have  been  issued 
from  the  public  Arsenals.  Loss  and  injury  must 
be  expected  to  arise  upon  the  articles  issued. 

No  adequate  proriston  appears  to  be  established 
by  the  act  for  securing  the  obedience  of  the  militia 
to  the  call  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 

It  would  seem  essential  that  any  law  which  the 
Congress  should  pass  upon  the  subject  of  the  mili- 
tia should  contain  within  itself  all  the  necessary 
provisions  for  its  complete  execution. 

The  late  experiment  proves,  at  least  in  some 
parts,  that  the  Uws  were  ineflBcient ;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  voluntary  zeal  which  came  to  its  aid,  the 
community  might  have  experienced  great  evils. 

It  would  appear  to  be  essential,  that  when  the 
militia  are  in  actual  serrice,  they  ought  to  be  bound 
by  the  military  code  of  the  United  States. 

The  enrolment  of  men  of  the  ages  specified  in 
the  act,  notwithstanding  the  exemptions ;  holding 
them  responsible  for  imlitary  service,  and  enforc- 
ing the  same,  appears  to  be  a  circumstance  which 
may  operate  injuriously  to  the  industry  and  con- 
renienco  of  the  community. 

Of  the  returns  enjoined  by  the  tenth  section  of 
the  said  act,  the  following  only  have  been  received : 


•VATH. 

to  forty. 

Forty  to 

sixty. 

Total 

Uasaachasetta    - 
Connecticut 
Kew  Jeraoy 
Georgia - 

54,428 

22,819 

11M1 
16,861 
25,887 
10,120 

Whether  the  act  in  question  is  susceptible  of 
Buch  alterations  and  amendments,  on  its  present 
principles,  as  will  secure  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  weU-organLeed  miUtia,  or  whether 
a  limited,  but  a  select  and  ef3cient  corps  of  mUitia, 
formed  on  a  principle  of  rotation  or  otherwise,  and 
taken  from  the  classes  least  injurious  to  the  indus- 
try  of  the  community,  would  not  better  fulfil  that 
olject,  and,  at  the  same  time,  better  comport  with 
economy,  are  questions  which  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress alone  is  competent  to  decide. 

All  which  is  submitted. 

H.  KNOX,  Seeretary  cf  War. 
DvABfimiT  OF  Wak,  Deeemher  10, 17W. 


PRESERVATION  OF   FEAGB  WITH  THE 

INDIAKa 

Tlie  SiOEcrAET  or  Wae  respectfhily  rabmits  to  Um 
President  of  the  United  States  th0  IbUowii^  obia- 
vations  respecting  the  preservation  of  ibe  petn 
with  the  Indian  Tribes,  with  whom  the  United 
States  have  formed  Treaties. 

To  retrace  the  conduct  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  towards  the  Indian  tribes,  siooe 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  cannot  fail  to 
afford  satisfaction  to  every  philosophic  and  ha* 
mane  mind. 

A  constant  solicitude  appears  to  have  exif^ted 
in  the  Executive  and  Congress,  not  only  to  form 
treaties  of  peace  with  the  Indians  upon  principles 
of  justice,  but  to  impart  to  them  all  the  blessings 
of  civilised  life,  of  which  their  condition  is  sui- 
ceptible. 

That  a  perseverance  in  such  principles  sod 
conduct  will  refiect  permanent  honor  upon  the 
national  character,  cannot  be  doubted.  At  the 
same  time,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  good  intentions  of  the  public  is 
frequently  embarrassed  with  perplexing  cods- 
derations. 

The  desires  of  too  many  frontier  white  people, 
to  seize  by  force  or  fraud  upon  the  neigbboriDg 
Indian  lands,  has  been,  and  still  continues  to  be, 
an  unceasing  cause  of  jealousy  and  hatred  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians,  and  it  would  appear,  upon  t 
calm  investigation,  that,  until  the  Indians  can  be 
quieted  upon  this  point,  and  rely  with  confidence 
upon  the  protection  of  their  lands  by  the  United 
States,  no  well-grounded  hope  of  tnnquilitj  can  be 
entertained. 

The  encroachment  of  white  people  is  incessantly 
watched,  and,  in  unguarded  moments,  tbej  are 
murdered  by  the  Indians.  Revenge  is  sooghtf 
and  the  innocent  frontier  people  are  too  frequently 
involved  as  victims  in  the  cruel  contest  Thij 
appears  to  be  a  principal  cause  of  Indian  van. 
That  there  are  exceptions  will  not  be  denied.  The 
passion  of  a  young  savage  for  war  and  &me  is  too 
mighty  to  be  restrained  by  the  feeUe  adrioe  of  the 
old  men.  An  adequate  police  seems  to  be  wanting 
either  to  prevent  or  punish  the  depredations  of 
the  unruly.  It  would  afford  a  conscious  pleasure 
could  the  assertion  be  made  on  our  part,  that  «t 
have  considered  the  murders  of  Indians  the  saiM 
as  the  murders  of  whites,  and  have  punished  then 
accordingly.  This,  however,  is  not  the  case.  TU 
irritated  passions  on  account  of  savage  cruelty  uj 
generally  too  keen  in  the  places  where  trials  are  hsl 
to  convict  and  punish  for  the  killing  of  an  Indian.! 
It  is  considered  as  unnecessary  to  cite  instances^ 
although  multitudes  might  be  adduced  in  almon 
every  part  of  the  country^  from  its  first  acttlemd^ 
to  the  present  time.  j 

If  this  view  of  the  inability  of  both  parties  ^ 
keep  the  peace  be  correct,  it  would  seem  to  fol*' 
low,  as  a  iust  consequence,  that  adequate  reisedr 
ought  to  be  provided  for  an  evil  of  soch  magoi- 
tude. 

It  is  certainly  an  evil  to  be  involved  in  bostiH- 
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I  with  tribes  of  savages,  amounting  to  two  or 
ee  thoaaand,  aa  is  the  case  Northwest  of  the  Ohio. 
t  this  evil  would  be  greatly  increasedt  were  a 
neral  Indian  war  to  prevail  South  of  the  Ohio ; 
)  Indian  warriors  of  the  Four  Nations  in  that 
arter  not  being  much  short  of  fourteen  thousand^ 
t  to  advert  to  the  combinations  which  a  general 
lian   war  might   produce  with   the   European 
»wers,  with  whom  the  tribes  both  North  and 
iQth  of  the  Ohio  are  connected. 
It  seema  that  our  own  experience  would  de- 
ODstrate   the  propriety  of  endeavoring  to  pre- 
r?e  a  pacific  conduct  in  preference  to  a  hostile 
te  with  the  Indian  tribes*    The  United  States 
n  get  nothing  by  an  Indian  war,  but  they  risk 
en,  money,  and  reputation.    As  we  are  more  pow- 
fol  and  naore  enlightened  than  they  are,  there  is 
resDonsibility  of  national    character,  that    we 
lould  treat  them  with  kindness  and  even  liberal* 
f.    It  in  a  melancholy  reflection,  that  our  modes 
f  population  have  been  more  destructive  to  the 
idian  natives  than  the  conduct  of  the  conquerora 
r  Mexico  and  Pern.    The  evidence  of  this  is  the 
tter  extirpation  of  nearly  all  the  Indians  in  most 
opuloufl  parts  of  the  Union.    A  future  historian 
lay  mark   the  causes  of  this'  destruction  of  the 
uman  race  in  sable  colors.    Although  the  pre- 
eot  Government  of  the  United  States  cannot, 
rith  propriety,  be  involved  in  the  opprobrium, 
'et,  it  seems  necessary,  however,  in  oraer  to  ren- 
ter their  attention  upon  this  subject  stronglv  cha- 
acteriatie  of  their  justice,  that  some  powerful  ai- 
empts  should  be  made  to  tranquilhse  the  frontiers, 
urticularly  those  South  of  the  Ohio.    The  sitoa- 
ion  of  the  settlements  on  Cumberland  loudly  de- 
nand  the  interference  and  protection  of  Crovem- 
nent    It  is  true  some  unauthorized  offensive  ope- 
^tions  have  proceeded  from  thence  against  the 
ower  Cherokee  towns,  and  victims  were  sacrificed. 
SVhether  these  vktims  were  all  warriors,  or  whether 
vomen  and  children  were  not  involved  in  the  de- 
(traetiou,  seems  to  merit  inquiry. 

Upon  the  most  mature  reflection,  the  subscriber 
IAS  been  able  to  bestow  upon  this  subject,  arising 
from  the  experience  of  several  years*  observation 
thereof,  he  humbly  conceives  all  attempts  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes,  will  be  found 
inadequate,  short  of  an  arrangement  aomewhat  like 
the  following,  to  wit: 

1.  That  a  line  of  military  posts,  at  such  distancea 
n  shall  be  directed,  be  establiBhed  upon  the  fron- 
tiers within  the  Indian  boundary,  and  out  of  the  or- 
dinary jurisdiction  of  any  State,  provided  consent 
ean  be  obtained  for  the  purpose  from  the  Indian 
tribes ;  that  these  posts  be  garrisoned  with  regular 
troops  under  the  direction  of  the  Preaident  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

2.  That  if  any  murder  or  theft  be  committed 
npon  any  of  the  white  inhabitants,  by  an  Indian 
known  to  belong  to  any  Indian  nation  or  tribe, 
Bueh  nation  or  trihe  shall  be  bound  to  deliver  him 
or  them  up  to  the  nearest  military  post,  in  order  to 
»e  tried  and  punished  by  a  court-martial,  or  in  fidl-» 
ore  thereof  the  United  SUtea  will  take  satisfactioQ 
^pon  the  nearest  Indian  town  belonging  to  such 
»»tion  er  tribe.] 


3.  ''That  all  peraooa  who  shall  be  assembled 
or  embodied  in  arma  on  any  lands  belonging  to 
Indians  out  of  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  any 
State,  or  of  the  Territory  South  of  the  Ohio,  for 
the  purpose  of  warring  against  the  Indians,  or  of 
committing  depredations  upon  any  Indian  town, 
or  persons,  or  property,  shall  thereby  become  liable 
ana  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  which 
are  or  shall  be  established  for  the  government  of 
the  troops  of  the  United  States.**  This  was  a  see* 
tion  of  a  bill  which  the  Senate  passed  the  laat 
session,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  more  effectual 
protection  of  the  Southwestern  frontiers,"  but  it 
was  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

If,  to  this  arrangement  the  expense  should  be 
objected,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  law,  has  an* 
thorized  both  the  Governor  of  Georgia  and  the 
Governor  of  the  Southwestern  Territory  to  estab- 
lish a  defensive  protection,  which  amounts  to  a 
large  sum  annually. 

Posts,  therefore,  requiring  garrisons  amounting 
to  one  thousand  &Ye  hundred  non-commissioned 
officere  and  privatea,  for  the  whole  Southwestern 
frontiers,  from  the  St  Mary's  to  the  Ohio,  would 
probably  be  adequate  to  this  object 

If  the  posts  belonging  to  the  United  States  and 
now  occupied  bv  the  British,  North  of  the  Ohio, 
be  soon  delivered  up,  they,  with  a  post  at  the  Miami 
Villages,  and  posts  of  communication  down  the 
Wabash  on  the  South,  and  the  Miami  river  to 
Lake  Erie,  on  the  North,  together  with  a  post  at 
Presqu'Isle,  would  be  a  pretty  adequate  proteo* 
tion  to  the  frontier  North  of  the  Ohio,  and  a  curb 
to  any  Indian  tribea,  discontented  without  just 
cause,  which  it  is  presumed  will  never  be  afforded 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

If  to  these  vigorous  measures  should  be  com- 
bined the  arrangement  of  trade  recommended  to 
Congress  and  the  establishment  of  agents  to  re- 
side in  the  principal  Indian  towns,  with  adequate 
compensationa,  it  would  seem  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  then  have  made  the  fairest  experiment 
of  a  system  of  justice  and  humanity,  which  it  is 
presumed  could  not  possibly  fail  of  being  blessed 
with  its  proper  effects,  an  honorable  tranquility  of 
the  frontiera. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

H.  KNOX,  Secretary  qf  War. 

Department  of  Wab, 

December  39, 1794. 


THE  MINT. 

[Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives  Fe- 
bruary 9,  1796.] 

Mr.  BouDQiOT,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  on  the  state  of  the  Mint, 
and  what  farther  meaaorea  are  necessary  to 
render  the  institntioa  more  benefieial,  made  the 
following  report : 

That,  having  attended  at  the  eevenl  depart, 
menta  of  the  Mint  and  carefully  examined  into 
the  present  atate  of  the  iaatitation,  the  committee 
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beg  leave  to  make  a  statement  of  the  effect  of  their 
mquiries,  under  the  following  heads : 

1.  The  officers  of  the  institation,  and  their  actual 
duties. 

2.  The  present  state  and  progress  of  the  works. 
8.  The  expenses  attending  the  institution  to  this 

time. 

4.  The  improvements  yet  necessary  to  render 
the  institution  beneficial  to  the  United  States. 
•  6.  The  stock  now  on  hand. 

6.  The  quantity  of  coin  that  may  be  produced 
when  the  works  are  complete. 

7.  The  keeping  of  the  accounts,  with  the  checks 
necessary  to  prevent  peculation. 

1.  A$  to  th0  OffiewB  of  the  Mint,  and  their  aettiai 

dutiee. 

The  Director,  whose  duties,  besides  those  con- 
tained in  the  act  instituting  the  Mint,  are  the  ge- 
neral superintendence  of  uie  whole  business,  in 
all  its  various  departments,  the  making  or  approv- 
ing of  all  contracts  and  purchases  relative  to  the 
institution,  determining  on  the  expediency  of  all 
improvements,  buildings,  machines,  and  whatever 
may  be  thought  necessary  for  promoting  the  uti- 
lity of  the  Mint;  and,  lastly,  to  inspect  all  re- 
oeipts  and  issues  of  the  Mint,  with  the  accounts 
of  the  expenditure,  and  to  draw  warrants  for  the 


The  Asaayer. — ^He  assays  all  metals  brought  to 
the  Mint,  and  reports  their  respective  qualities  to 
the  Treasurer  for  his  direction.  He  attends  and  in- 
spects  the  Melter  and  Refiner,  and  has  charge  of 
the  bullion  jointly  with  the  Treasurer  and  Chief 
Coiner.  He  has,  hitherto,  also  had  the  care  of  the 
melting  and  refining  all  the  precious  metals  that 
have  come  to  the  Mmt 

The  Chief  Coiner  prepares  all  the  necessary 
machines  belonging  to  the  different  branches  of 
coining  the  sevcFal  metals  directed  by  law ;  works 
all  the  ingots  received  from  the  Melter  and  Refiner 
into  a  proper  state  for  coining,  and,  when  completed, 
delivers  them  over  to  the  Treasurer;  and,  lastly, 
oversees  all  the  diflbrent  workmen  employed  in  the 
coinage,  and  keeps  them  in  their  duty. 

The  Engraver,  whose  actual  duties  are  the  rais- 
ing and  furnishing  all  punches  that  are  requisite 
for  the  completion  of  the  dies,  the  engraving  and 
sinking  all  original  dies,  and  raising  all  hubbs  that 
are  struck  out  of  them.  He  has  an  assistant  occa- 
sionally, as  Uie  business  is  urgent 

The  Treasurer,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take  charge 
of  all  bullion  received  or  deposited  in  the  Mint 
for  coinage.  He  delivers  it  out  as  wanted  for 
working,  and  receives  in  return  all  the  coins  as 
they  are  completed  from  the  Chief  Coiner.  He 
registers  all  the  qualities  of  the  metals  as  reported 
by  the  Assayer,  and  pays  out  all  the  coins,  when 
completed,  on  the  warrants  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasuiy  and  Director,  makes  all  payments 
on  account  of  the  Mint,  and  renders  his  account 
every  three  months  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

The  Clerks.-^At  present  there  are  three  clerks  ; 
one  of  them  performs  all  writings  relative  to  the 
Minti  required  of  him  by  the  Direetor  and  Assay- 


er, makes  out  all  orders  of  the  Direetor,  and  keeps 
regular  entries  of  the  same.  He  keeos  an  aceoant 
of  all  bullion  received  and  delivered  by  the  Asbsj. 
er,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  refiner,  and  does  sodi 
out-of-door  business,  for  the  use  of  the  Mint,  as  a 
required  of  him  by  the  Director  or  Assayer.  He 
also  keeps  an  account  of  the  workmen  emplojei 
pays  them  their  wages,  and  procures  the  neccsiuy 
materials. 

One  other  is  clerk  to  the  Chief  Coioer,  iHmm 
duty  it  is  to  keep  an  account  how  much  and  wbit 
metal  is  received  by  the  Chief  Coiner  from  the 
Treasurer,  and  of  the  sum  returned  in  coin.  He 
weiffhs  out  daily,  the  several  metals  to  the  proper 
workmen,  and  receives  it  back  at  night,  bv  vreigh; 
of  which  he  keeps  the  proper  entries.  He  nulei 
out  the  pay  rolls  for  the  E^rector's  Inspection,  oo 
which  warrants  on  the  TVeasurer  are  iftsaed.  He 
is  present  at  the  payment  of  the  workmen,  aod 
takes  their  receipts.  He  alao  keeps  the  accoanto 
of  the  contingent  expenses  attending  the  wsja- 
tntion. 

The  remaining  clerk  belongs  to  the  Treasurer, 
and  keeps  all  accounts  relative  to  his  receipts,  is- 
sues, and  exnenditures,  whether  of  bullion,  coin,  or 
payments.  He  also  weighs  the  bullion  in  the  first 
instance,  registers  the  quantity  of  alloy,  and  eoontE 
the  coin  issued  from  the  Mint  Each  clerk  recedes 
a  sahiry  of  $500  per  annum,  except  the  Treasarer's, 
who  receives  from  the  Director,  out  of  his  omi 
salary,  an  addition  of  9^(iO  per  annum. 

2.  ne  pree&tU  etate  and  progreee  of  the  worh. 

The  houses  are  built  on  three  lots  of  ground,  in 
Seventh  street,  between  Market  and  Arch  streets, 
the  Tee  simple  of  which  is  vested  in  the  United 
States,  and  one  in  the  Northern  liberties,  taken  bj 
the  Director,  on  a  lease  of  five  years,  at  the  trifCng 
rent  of  5  shillings  per  annum. 

The  works  consist  of  two  rolling  machines,  one 
for  hot  and  the  other  for  cold  metal,  worked  by 
four  horses,  and  requiring  Gve  hands  constsoUJr 
to  attend  them  while  in  operation.  There  is  i 
third,  nearly  completed,  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
smaller  coinage.  A  drawing  machine,  for  the 
purpose  of  equalizing  the  strips  for  cutting  the 
planchettes,  and  are  worked  by  the  same  hands  as 
are  last  mentioned.  Three  cutting  presses  for  the 
planchettes  of  larger  and  smaller  coins,  whieh  are 
worked  by  one  man  each.  A  milling  machioe, 
which  is  intended  to  be  worked  by  the  horse  mill, 
but  at  present  re<}uires  one  hand.    Hiree  eoiniog 

Sresses,  with  the  improvement  for  supplying  aod 
ischarging  themselves  by  machinery.  Six  hands 
will  attend  three  if  in  one  room.  A  foorth,  for 
dollars  and  medals  in  particular,  will  be  finished 
in  about  three  months.  Two  turning  lathes  for 
dies,  and  a  boring  machine  for  m^inglioles  in  the 
large  frames,  screws  for  presses,  stakes,  rollers,  and 
an  infinite  variety  of  instruments  and  tools  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  coinage. 

There  are,  besides,  three  annealing  and  one  bo3- 
ing  furnace,  with  two  forges,  the  assay,  melting,  and 
refining  furnaces. 

The  nett  produce  of  these  works,  from  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Mint  to  thb  time,  eoosiats  of 
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)7,60O  ceots,  paid  into  the  Treuuiy  of  th« 
tod  SUteg,  equftl  to  |I0,876;  in  silyer  ooinB 
Tered,  $85,165.  The  future  prodooo,  it  is 
I,  will  be  about  two  hundred  thousand  cents  per 
Dth. 

nie  Trenarer  has  received,  in  gross  silver  bol- 
I,  from  depontorS)  116,788  ounces  18  penny- 
ghts,  containing  aHoj,  below  the  standard  of 
United  States,  of  24^578  oonoes,  7  penny- 
ight& 

foar  committee  have  made  a  strict  inquiry  into 
I  causes  why  the  product  has  not  been  greater  in 
long  a  time  as  two  years  and  a  half  from  its  in- 
ntion,  and  find  that»  in  general,  the  diiBculties 
ending  all  establishments  that  we,  in  their  for- 
^on  and  operation,  i  new  and  uncommon,  and 
lich,  therefore,  require  experiments  to  be  made 
every  at^  of  their  progress,  have  attended  this 
ititution.  No  works  of  this  kind,  requiring 
oal  force  and  equal  precision,  ever  having  been 
ide  in  this  oountnr,  workmen,  those  expected  to 
obtained  from  Europe,  by  some  means  having 
led  in  the  different  oranches,  were  hard  to  be 
)t,  and  many,  when  engaged,  were  not  masters 
their  business ;  the  materials  were  difficult  to 
)  obtained ;  and  often  proved  insufficient  for  the 
ree  required ;  even  har  iron,  from  the  large  site 
quired,  as  well  as  the  castings,  caused  great  do- 
y  before  they  could  be  had.  Oftentimes,  when 
le  machineiT  was  finished  and  set  to  work,  it 
ive  way,  and  all  was  to  be  done  over  acain.  All 
16  tools  neoessanr  to  mdce  the  machines  were 
rst  to  be  made  themselve&  Not  only  the  whole 
nchinery,  in  ail  its  parts,  but  all  the  tools  neces- 
iry  for  their  formation,  have  been  executed  at  the 
Got  This  could  not  be  eflbeted  bv  an  union  of 
U  the  proper  artisans,  each  a  complete  workman 
1  his  own  department  but,  from  necessity,  was 
onfined  to  the  prinopal  officer  of  the  coining  de- 
utment^  who  coold  only  proceed  from  theoretic 
rinciplea,  with  the  assistence  of  such  workmen 
9  could  be  procured,  to  whom  most  of  the  ma- 
rines, however  common  in  Europe,  were  entirely 
ew.  Add  to  this,  that  mere  theoretic  know- 
^ge  has  produced  greater  oomplexity  in  the  sys- 
^  and  of  course  greater  delay  and  expense, 
ma  full  practical  km>wledge  would  have  found 
•cesMry. 

The  Mints  in  Europe  have  been  gradual  in  their 

•provements,  and  have  been  of  many  years'  stand- 

ig.    This  has  had  every  difficulty  to  struggle  with, 

^  was  to  be  brought  to  perfection  at  once,  lest 

^  coins  should  not  bear  a  comparison  with  those 

■  other  nations.    Those  Uttely  executed  are  supe- 

"f  to  any  made  in  Europe. 

The  buildings  were  all  to  be  completed  before 

^  works  could  be  begun.    The  lots  on  which 

w  same  are  built^  from  a  principle  of  economy, 

>^  10  restricted  in  size  that  ihej  are  now  found 

obe  much  too  small,  and  so  insufficient  as  greatly 

0  hinder  the  several  Operations  and  delay  ue  bu- 

■ev.    It  was  also  a  considenble  time  before  an 

9jSnver  could  be   engaged,  during  which   the 

w  Coiner  was  obli^  to  make  the  dies  for 

■^  and  vet  the  cUes  are  subject  to  frequent 

"lores  by  breaking.     Qreat   dekys  havo  ftlso 


taken  place  for  want  of  a  Refiner  and  Ifelter,  pro- 
vision  for  such  an  office  havinc  been  wholly  omit* 
ted  in  the  law  instituting  the  Mint,  bv  which  the 
present  stock  of  copper  remains  useless  and  un- 
productive. 

Tour  committee  have  been  convinced  by  these 
foots,  ss  well  as  from  actual  observation,  that  there 
are  substantial  reasons  exculpatory  of  the  officers 
of  the  Mint  for  the  dday  attending  this  undertak- 
ing ;  but  they  are  happy  In  observing  that  most  of 
these  difficulties  are  now  surmounted,  and  the  fu- 
ture product  of  the  coinage  must  be  very  oonsider- 

8.  The  expenm  attending  the  imtitutum  ka$  been 
eery  gi^eat,  from  tks  neeemitiy  and  dijffleuUiei 
abau  alluded  te. 

It  amounted,  on  the  80th  day  of  September  last, 
to  the  followhig  sums,  including  the  standing  capi- 
tal, and  copper  to  be  coined  into  money — 


Lands  purchased 

Buildings,  apparatus,  machines,  Ac. 
I  Purchase  of  copper     .       •       • 
Salaries  to  officers      •       .       - 


14,866  66 
22,720  45 
15,816  51 
15,591  99 

$58,894  61 


4.  Theimpreeemenieyetneeeeeofry, 
It  would  be  a  very  important  saving  to  the  public, 
as  well  as  add  great  expedition  to  every  part  of 
the  machinery,  tf  they  could  be  put  in  motion  by 
water  or  steam,  instead  of  manual  labor  or  that  of 
horses.  At  present  water  is  out  of  the  question, 
without  removing  the  works  out  of  the  city,  to 
which  there  are  many  solid  objections;  but  in 
case  the  projected  canal  between  the  Schuylkill 
and  Dekware  should  be  accomplished,  the  heavy 
expense  of  this  institution  would  be  greatiy  re- 
duced. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  as'one  cause  of 
delay,  the  omission  in  the  law  of  provision  for  a  Re- 
finer and  Melter,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  take 
charge  of  all  metals  delivered  out  by  the  Treasurer, 
after  they  have  been  assayed  and  refined,  and  melt 
them  into  bars  and  ingots  fit  for  the  rolling  ma- 
chine, when  they  are  to  be  delivered  over  to  th^ 
Chief  Coiner.  This  is  a  necessary  and  essential  im- 
provement The  law  originally  contemplated  the 
Assayer  as  the  only  officer  necessary  in  this  part 
of  the  business. 

In  the  European  Mints,  all  metals  deposited  for 
coinage,  are  first  brought  to  the  proper  standard  at 
the  expense  of  the  owner,  and  by  private  profes- 
nonal  workmen  established  in  that  country,  inde- 
pendent of  the  Mint,  and  therefore  no  such  officer 
belongs  to  those  institntions ;  but,  in  this  country, 
for  want  of  such  a  private  establishment,  it  be- 
comes a  neoesssry  department  of  the  Mint  And 
although  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Assaver  might,  in  point  of  labor,  execute  this  office, 
his  tune  not  being  wholly  taken  up  in  bis  proper 
department,  vet  tiie  propriety  of  positive  checks 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  business  of  the  Mint, 
absdtttely  forbids  it  Such  an  officer  must,  there- 
fore, be  appointed,  or  the  former  delays  will  neces- 
suily  accrue;  Those  would  have  been  greater  than 
they  have  been  had  not  the  Director  employed  an 
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occasional  woriunan  to  assist  in  that  part  of  the 
operation. 

As  it  is  the  practice,  in  all  the  Mints  of  Europe, 
for  the  owners  of  bullion  to  have  it  refined  to  the 
legal  standard  at  their  Own  expense,  your  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  a  reasonable  sum  from  every 
deposite  should  be  retained  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Mint  as  a  compensation  for  refining  and  melt- 
ing. This  will  appear  the  more  reasonable  when 
it  IS  known  that  the  bullion  already  lodged  in  the 
Mint  has  cost  the  United  States  at  least  £500  for 
refining. 

Your  coproittee  further  find  that  the  standard 
fineness  or  silyer  directed  by  law,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  officers  of  the  Min^  contains  too  great  an  alloy, 
and  will  expose  the  coin  to  wear  black,  and,  there- 
fore, that  the  alloy  should  be  reduced. 

The  English  standard  of  sil?er  coin  is  11  ounces, 
2  pennyweights  of  pure  silver  in  the  pound  Troy. 

Spanish  coins  ought  to  contain  10  ounces,  16  pen- 
nyweighta 

French  crowns,  of  the  late  GK>yemment,  10  ounces 
17i  pennyweights. 
A  mean  of  both  is  10  ounces  16i>  pennyweights. 
One-tenth  part  alloy,  which  is  the  standi^  of 
the  present  Government  of  France,  established  as 
a  mean  between  both^  leaves  10  ounces  16  penny- 
weights. 

But  the  standard  of  the  United  States  is  10 
ounces  14  pennyweights,  and  19.104  parts.  This 
extreme  fractional  part  of  our  standard  for  silver 
produces  great  inoonvenienoe,  without  any  advan* 
tage,  that  your  committee  could  discover;  and 
they  are,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  the  mean 
of  10  ounces  16  pennyweights  should  be  adopted. 
It  has  also  appeared  to  your  committee  that  the 
price  of  copper  is  very  fluctuating,  and  may  so 
increase,  as,  in  some  degree,  it  has  done  since  the 
law  for  ascertaining  the  weight  of  cents,  that, 
when  coined  and  issued,  coppersmiths  may  work 
them  up  to  considerable  advantage*  To  prevent 
this  growing  evil  provision  should  be  made,  by 
law,  in  time  to  check  it  Great  complaints  are 
made  throughout  the  United  States  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  cents  when  coined.  The  prac- 
tice, hitherto,  in  pursuance  of  the  requisition  of 
the  law,  has  been  for  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint 
to  pay  them  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  who  distributes  them  among  the  Banks  in 
this  city.  This  will  produce  a  supply,  in  time, 
for  the  States  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Mint, 
but  will  not  give  satisiaction  to  the  distant  parts 
of  the  Union,  who  pay  their  equal  share  of  the 
expense. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  a  valuable  improvement  to  muuce  provision, 
by  law,  for  a  more  general  distribution  of  the  cents 
as  they  are  coined. 

6.  T%6  8ioeh  of  Metali^ 

Now  on  hand,  uncoined,  amounts  to  upwards  of 
fifteen  tons  of  copper,  most  of  which  requires  refin* 
ing,  and  the  whole  melting  into  ingots,  preparative 
to  rolling.  There  also  yet  remains  about  85,507 
ounces  of  silver  bullion  deposited  for  coining,  which 
must  also  go  through  the  bands  of  the  Beuier  and 


Melier  before  it  can  be  coined ;  and  largv  quantities 
are  ready  to  be  brought  when  the  Mint  is  ready  for 
the  receipt  of  it 

6.  The  produce  of  the  Wbrht  when  eompleU 

The  rolling  machines,  for  large  ooinB,  will  r»n 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  ounces  per  day; 
that  for  small  coin  about  half  that  quantity. 

The  drawing  machine,  for  strips,  can  execate, 
daihr  the  produce  of  one  rolling  machine. 

The  three  cutting  presses  wUl  each  cot  friNB  tt- 
teen  to  eighteen  thousand  phmchettes  per  day, 
and  the  iniiling  machine  will  also  pass  tbea 
through  at  the  same  time,  when  worked  by  horses; 
but,  in  the  present  state,  will  mill  about  ten  thou- 
sand. 

The  three  coining  presses,  when  complete,  will 
strike  fix>m  eight  to  twelve  thousand  of  the  smaller 
kinds  of  coin  per  day ;  so  that,  on  an  average,  tea 
thousand  cents,  equal  to  one  hundred  dollan,  miy 
be  coined  in  a  day  by  each  press,  if  all  are  worked. 

7.  The  AecaunU  of  the  Mine. 

These  are  kept  by  the  Treasurer,  acoording  to 
the  directions^  and  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  appear  to 
your  committee  to  be  fully  checked  for  the  bccq- 
rity  of  the  public  against  every  avenue  of  decep- 
tion. 

All  moneys  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Mint, 
and  advanced  by  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
are  granted  in  the  name  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Mint»  on  warrants  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  frooi 
him  in  &vor  of  the  Treasurer  of  Uie  Mint,  and  art 
dep<Mited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint,  in  a  separate 
account 

He  receives  all  claims  upon  the  Mint,  in  the  first 
instance,  and  gives  them  his  approbation  before 
they  can  pass.    These  are  under  the  heads  of 
Salaries  to  officers  and  clerks. 
Wages  of  laborers. 
Incidental  and  contingent  ezpenaea 
Copper  purchased  for  coinage. 
The  account  is  then  presented  to  the  Dweetor, 
who  examines  the  same,  and  issues  his  warrut 
on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint  for  payment    Hmso 
accounts  are  rendered  quarteriy  by  the  IVeasercr 
to  the  Treasury,  where  they  are  subject  to  their 
final  decision,  as  well  respecting  the  ordinary  ex-  | 
penses  of  the  Mint»  as  the  accounts  of  buUioa  and  i 
coinage.  I 

The  bullion  is  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  tiie  | 
Mint,  in  the    first  instance,   who  gives  receipts 
therefor,  dated  and  numbered,  progiasairely,  dis- 
tinguishing, by  a  different  series,  those  given  for 
silver  from  those  for  gold. 

These  receipts  are  entered  in  a  register  contun* 
ing  two  accounts,  one  for  each  of  the  prtcioas 
metals. 

All  bullion  is  inspected  by  the  A^saajer,  and  a 
few  grains  of  every  parcel  given  him  to  be  as- 
sayed, and  his  certificate  of  the  pure  gokl  or  A 
ver  in  each  deposite  is  returned,  to  be  entered  in 
the  register;    the  Treasurer  theu  oomputea  the 
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Talue  of  the  deposite  in  coin  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  entered  in  the  register. 

The  ballion  is  then  delirered  to  the  Chief  Coiner, 
on  the  warrant  of  the  Director,  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Mint,  who  takes  his  receipt  thereon. 
When  coined,  the  Chief  Coiner  pays  them  over,' 
on  a  like  warrant,  to  the  Treanarer  of  the  Mint, 
and  be  again  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  on  a  warrant  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

By  this  system,  established  by  the  Treaaury 
Department,  all  bullion  is  to  be  lodged  in  the 
Taulta  of  the  Mint,  and  secured  under  two  locks, 
the  keys  of  which  are  kept  by  the  Treasurer  and 
Assayer. 

When  bullion  is  in  the  custody  of  the  Chief 
Coiner,  it  is  to  be  constantly  subject  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  Assay er,  he  being  responsible  for  the 
standard  purity  of  the  respective  coins ;  and,  when 
the  bullion  is  not  in  use,  it  is  to  be  kept  under  two 
locks,  the  keys  of  which  are  to  be  kept  by  the  As* 
saver  and  Chief  Coiner. 

• 

From  every  mass  of  coins,  the  Treasurer  takes 
three  pieces,  in  the  presence  of  the  Assayer,  which 
are  secured  by  him  under  cover,  with  seal  of  the 
Assayer  thereon,  for  the  purpose  mentkmed  in  the 
law. 

All  coins  made  on  account  of  individuals  are 
paid  by  the  Treasurer,  on  the  warrant  of  the  Di- 
rector. 

In  addition  to  these  checks,  all  receipts  of  bul- 
lion  and  delivery  of  coins  are  entered  into  a  regu- 
lar set  of  books,  kept  for  that  purpose. 

All  the  forms  of  the  documents  requisite  for 
common  use  are  printed,  bound,  and  issued  under 
indented  checks,  for  the  greater  public  security. 

Your  committee  having  thus  given  a  concise 
state  of  the  Mint,  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

1.  Eeiohed^  That  provision  ought  to  be  made, 
by  law,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Refiner  and 
Melter  in  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  take  charge  of  all  copper,  and 
silver,  and  gold  bullion,  delivered  out  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Mint,  after  it  has  been  assayed,  and 
reduce  it  into  bars  or  ingots  for  the  rolling  mill% 
and  then  to  deliver  them  to  the  Coiner  or  Trea- 
surer, as  the  Director  shall  judge  expedient,  and 
to  do  and  perform  all  other  duties  belonging  to  the 
office  of  Refiner  and  Melter,  or  which  shall  be  or- 
dered by  the  Director  of  the  Mint 

2.  Buohedy  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  authorizing  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint  to  re- 
tain two  cents  per  ounce  from  every  deposite  of 
silver  bullion  below  standard,  and  four  cents  per 
ounce  for  every  deposite  of  gold  bullion  below  the 
standard,  unless  the  same  shall  require  the  opera- 
tion of  the  test,  then  six  cents  as  a  compensation 
for  refinine  and  melting  the  same. 

8.  Beiohed^  That  the  gross  bullion  brought  for 
deposite  and  coinage  to  the  Mint,  shall  not  be  re- 
ceived in  smaller  quantities  than  two  hundred 
ounces  of  silver,  and  twenty  ounces  of  gold. 

4.  Betohed^  That  the  standard  for  stiver  coin, 

u  now  established  by  law,  be  altered,  and  made  to 

eoQsist  of  nine  equal  ten  parts  of  pure  silver,  and 

8d  Coh. 


one-tenth  part  of  pure  copper,  being  equal  to  ten 
ounces  sixteen  pennyweights  of  pure  silver  in  one 
pound  Troy. 

6.  Betohed^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the 
copper  coin  at  his  discretion  :  Fttrndedy  Such  re- 
duction shall  not  exceed  two  pennyweights  in  each 
cent,  and  in  proportion  in  each  half  cent,  of  which 
he  shall  give  notice,  by  proclamation,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

6.  Betolvedy  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized,  by  law,  to  distribute,  at  the 
public  expense,  all  cents  received  from  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Mint,  by  sending  them  to  some  one 
Bank  in  each  State,  where  any  are  established, 
and,  where  not,  to  the  principal  Collector  of  such 
State,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants 
of  the  State,  to  be  by  them  paid  out,  for  cash,  to 
any  person  requesting  the  same,  in  sums  not  less 
than  ten  dollars  value. 

7.  Beiolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  enabling  the  Director  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Mint  to  give  a  preference  to  bullion  brought 
to  the  Mint,  already  of  or  above  the  standard  of 
the  United  States,  so  as  not  to  be  prevented  coin- 
ing and  issuing  the  same,  although  bullion  below 
the  standard,  and  not  yet  refined,  may  have  been 
deposited  for  coinage  before  it ;  any  thing  in  any 
law  heretofore  passed  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Br    THE    PRBSIDBNT    OF     TBB     UnITBD     StATBS     OF 

Amzrica, 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  I  have  received  information  that  cer- 
tain persons  in  violation  of  the  laws  have  pre- 
sumed, under  color  of  a  foreign  authority,  to  en- 
list citizens  of  the  United  States  and  others  within 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  have  there  assembled 
an  armed  force  for  the  purpose  of  invading  and 
plundering  the  Territories  of  a  nation  at  peace 
with  the  said  United  States :  And  whereas  such 
unwarrantable  measures,  being  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  nations  and  to  the  duties  incumbent  on 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  tend  to  disturb 
the  tranquility  of  the  same,  and  to  involve  them 
in  the  calamities  of  WHr :  And  whereas  it  Js  the 
duty  of  the  Executive  to  take  care  that  such  crimi- 
nal proceedings  should  be  suppressed,  the  offenders 
brought  to  justice,  and  all  g^Kxi  citizens  cautioned 
against  measures  likely  to  prove  so  pernicious  to 
their  country  and  themselves,  should  they  be  se- 
duced into  similar  infractions  of  the  laws ; 

I  have,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  issue  this 
Proclamation  hereby  solemnly  warning  every  per^ 
son  not  authorized  by  the  laws,  against  enlisting 
any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
levying  troops,  or  assembling  any  persons  within 
the  United  States,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  or 
proceeding  in  any  manner  to  the  execution  thereof, 
as  they  will  answer  the  same  at  their  peril ;  and 
I  do  also  admonish  and  require  all  citizens  to  re- 
frain from  enlisting,  enrolling,  or  assembling  them- 
selves for  such  unlawful  purposes,  and  from  being 
in  any  wise  ooooeraed,  aiding,  or  abetting  therein, 
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M  they  tender  their  own  welfare,  inasmuch  as  all 
lawful  means  wiU  be  strictly  put  in  execution  for 
securing  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  for  punishing 
such  dangerous  and  daring  violations  thereof; 

And  I  do  moreover  charge  and  require  all  Courts, 
magistrates,  and  other  officers,  whom  it  may  con- 
cern, according  to  their  respective  duties,  to  exert 
the  powers  in  them  severally  vested  to  prevent  and 
suppress  all  such  unlawful  assemblages  and  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  bring  to  condign  punishment  those 
who  may  have  been  guilty  thereof,  as  they  regard 
the  due  authority  of  Government,  and  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  United  State& 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to  these 
presents,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety.four,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  Aimerica,  the  eighteenth. 

a  WASHINGTON. 

By  the  IVesident :    Edk.  Rahdolph. 

Bt   tb£  Pbesidxnt  or  thb   United  States   or 

America, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  combinations  to  defeat  the  execution 
of  the  laws  laying  duties  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  upon  stills,  have 
from  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  those  laws 
existed  in  some  of  the  Western  parts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania: And  whereas  the  said  combinations,  pro- 
ceeding in  a  manner  subversive  equally  of  the 
just  authority  of  Government  and  of  the  rights  of 
individuals,  have  hitherto  effected  their  dangerous 
and  criminal  purpose ;  by  the  influence  of  certain 
irregular  meetings  whose  proceedings  have  tended 
to  encourage  and  uphold  the  spirit  of  opposition ; 
by  misrepresentations  of  the  laws  calculated  to 
render  them  odious ;  by  endeavors  to  deter  those 
who  might  be  so  disposed  from  accepting  offices 
under  them,  through  fear  of  public  resentment  and 
of  injury  to  person  and  property,  and  to  compel 
those  who  had  accepte^^-«lCl^vpffiGea,  by  actual 
violence  to  surrender  />r  forbear  the  ej^ecution  of 
them;>  by  drculatinff  vindictive  menues  against 
all  those  who  should  otherwise  dire^y  or  indi- 
rectly aid  in  the  execution  of/  the  said  laws,  or 
who,  yielding  to  the  dictates  of  conscience,  and  to 
a  sense  of  obligation,  should  themselves  comply 
therewith,  by  actually  injuring  and  destro3ring  the 
property  of  persons  who  were  understood  to  have 
so  complied;  by  inffioting  cruel  and  humUiating 
punishments  upon  private  citiiens,  for  no  other 
cause  than  that  of  appearing  to  be  the  friends  of 
the  laws ;  by  intercepting  the  public  officers  on  the 
highways,  abusing,  assaulting,  and  otherwise  ill 
treating  them ;  by  going  to  thehr  houses  in  the 
night,  gaining  admittance  by  force,  taking  away 
their  papers,  and  oommitting  other  outrages ;  em- 
ploying for  these  unwarrantable  purposes  the 
agency  of  armed  banditti  disguised  in  such  man- 
ner as  for  the  most  part  to  escape  discovery :  And 
whereas  the  endeavors  of  the  Legislature  to  ob- 
Tiate  obiections  to  the  said  kwfl|  by  lowering  the 


duties  and  by  other  alterations  conducive  to  the 
convenience  of  those  whom  they  immediaielj 
affect,  (though  they  have  given  satisfaction  in 
other  quartcars,)  and  the  endeavors  of  the  execa- 
tive  officers  to  conciliate  a  compliance  with  the 
laws,  by  explanations,  by  forbearance,  and  even  bj 
particular  accommodations,  founded  on  the  sug- 
gestions of  local  considerations,  have  been  disap- 
pointed of  their  effect  by  the  machinatioDS  of  pe^ 
sons  whose  industry  to  excite  resistance  has  in- 
creased with  every  appearance  of  a  disposition 
among  the  people  to  relax  in  their  opposition  and 
to  acquiesce  in  the  laws,  insomnch  that  many  per 
sons  in  the  said  Western  parts  of  Peonaylvaaia 
have  at  length  been  hardy  enough  to  perpetnte 
acts  which  I  am  advised  amount  to  treaaoo,  bei^ 
overt  acts  of  levying  war  against  the  United 
States ;  the  said  persons  having  on  the  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  of  July  last  past  proc^ded  in 
arms  (on  the  second  day,  amountii^  to  seven! 
hundreds)  to  the  house  of  John  NeviUe,  inqiectar 
of  the  revenue  for  the  fourth  survey  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  having  repeatedly  attadced 
the  said  house  with  the  persons  therein,  wound- 
ing some  of  them;  having  seized  David  Lenox, 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  who,  pre- 
vious thereto,  had  been  fired  upon  while  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,  by  a  party  of  armed  men, 
detaining  him  for  some  time  prisoner,  till,  for  the 
preservation  of  his  life  and  the  obtaining  of  his 
liberty,  he  found  it  neoessary  to  enter  into  stipula- 
tions to  forbear  the  execution  of  certain  offi- 
cial duties  touching  processes  issuing  out  of  a 
Court  of  the  Unit^  States;  and  having  fintlly 
obliged  the  said  inspector  of  the  revenue^  and  the 
said  marshal,  from  considerations  of  personal  safe- 
ty, to  fly  firom  that  part  of  the  country,  in  CNrder,  by 
a  circuitous  route,  to  proceed  to  the  seat  of  GoTem- 
ment ;  avowing  as  the  motives  for  these  oatrageoos 
proceedings  an  intention  to  prevent  by  Ibroa  of 
arms  the  execution  of  the  said  Uwa,  to  oblige  the 
said  inspector  of  the  revenue  to  renoance  his  said 
office,  to  withstand  by  open  violence  the  lawful 
authority  of  Gfovernment  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  compel  thereby  an  alteration  in  tiie  mea- 
sures of  the  L^slatuire  and  a  repeal  of  the  laws 
aforesaid. 

And  whereas,  by  a  law  of  the  United  Stales, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  mi- 
litia to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppresB 
insurrections,  and  repel  invasiooa,'*  it  ia  ensued 
**  that  whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  opposed  or  the  execution  thereof  obstnided 
in  any  State  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be 
suppressed  by  the  ordinary  oounw  of  indidal  pro- 
ceedings, or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  raarshaU 
by  that  Act,  the  same  being  notified  by  an  Associate 
Justice  or  District  Judge,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  of  the  United  SUtes  to  call  forth  the 
militia  of  such  State  to  suppress  soch  combina- 
tions, and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  didy  executed. 
And  if  the  militia  of  a  State  where  aueh  com- 
binations may  happen  shall  refuse^  or  be  insuffi- 
cient to  suppress  the  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President,  if  the  Legislature  of  the  United 
States  shall  not  be  io  session,  to  call  lortk  and 
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ploj  such  numbers  of  the  militia  of  any  other 
State  or  States,  most  conrenient  thereto,  as  may 
be  necessary ;  and  the  use  of  the  militia  so  to  be 
ealled  forth  may  be  continued,  if  necessary,  until 
the  expiration  of  thirty  days  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ensuing  session:  ProMsd,  always. 
That  wheneyer  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  President,  to  use  the  military  force 
hereby  directed  to  be  called  forth,  the  President 
shall  forthwith,  and  previous  thereto,  by  proclama- 
tion, command  such  insurgents  to  disperse  and  re- 
tire peaceably  to  their  respectiye  abodes  within  a 
limited  time.' 

And  whereas  James  Wilson,  an  Associate  Jus- 
tice, on  the  fourth  instant,  by  writing  under  his 
hand,  did,  from  evidence  which  had  l^en  laid  be- 
fore him,  notify  to  me  that  "in  the  counties  of 
Washington  and  Alleghany,  in  Pennsylyania,  laws 
of  the  United  States  are  opposed,  and  the  execu- 
tion thereof  obstructed  by  combinations  too  pow- 
erful to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of 
judicial  proceedmc%  or  by  the  powers  rested  in  the 
marshal  of  that  dutrict*^ 

And  whereas  it  Is,  in  my  judgment,  neoesssry, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  take  mea- 
sures for  calling  forth  the  militia,  in  order  to  sup* 
press  the  combinations  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  the 
laws  to  be  duly  executed,  and  I  have  accordingly 
determined  to  ao  so,  feeling  the  deepest  regret  for 
the  occasion,  but  withal  the  most  solemn  convic- 
tion that  the  essential  interests  of  the  Union  de- 
mand it — that  the  very  existence  of  Gtovemment, 
and  the  fundamental  principles  of  social  order,  are 
materially  involved  in  the  issue,  and  that  the 
patriotism  and  firmness  of  all  good  citizens  are  se- 
rioosly  called  upon,  as  occasion  may  require,  to  aid 
in  the  effectual  suppression  of  so  fatal  a  spirit 

Wherefore,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  proviso 
above  recited,  I,  Gboroi  Wasbwotoit,  PiWident 
of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  command  all  per- 
sons, being  insurgents  as  aforesaid,  and  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  September  next,  to  disperse  and  retire  peace- 
ably to  their  respective  abodes.  And  I  do  more- 
over warn  all  persons  whomsoever  against  aiding, 
abetting,  or  comforting  the  perpetrators  of  the 
aforesaid  treasonable  acts ;  and  do  require  all  ofB- 
cers  and  other  citizens,  according  to  their  respec- 
tive duties  and  the  laws  of  the  land,  to  exert  their 
utmost  endeavors  to  prevent  and  suppress  such 
dangerous  proceedings. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  be  aflSxed  to  these 
presents,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 
Bone  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  seventh  day 
of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America  the  nineteenth. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
By  the  President :    Eum.  Ranuolph. 

Bt  the  Pabsidbnt  of  the  United  States  of 

America, 
A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas,  from  a  hope  that  the  combinations 
against  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 


States,  in  certain  of  the  Western  counties  of 
Pennsylvania,  would  yield  to  time  and  reflection, 
I  thought  it  sufficient,  in  the  first  instance,  rather 
to  take  measures  for  calling  forth  the  militia  than 
immediately  to  embody  them;  but  the  moment 
is  now  come,  when  the  overtures  of  forgiveness, 
with  no  other  condition  than  a  submission  to  law, 
have  been  only  partially  accepted;  when  every 
form  of  conciliation  not  inconsistent  with  the  be- 
ing of  Government  has  been  adopted,  without 
effect ;  when  the  well-disposed  in  those  counties 
are  unable  by  their  influence  and  example  to  re- 
claim the  wicked  from  their  fury,  and  are  compell- 
ed to  associate  in  their  own  defence;  when  the 
proffered  lenity  has  been  perversely  misinterpreted 
into  an  apprehension  that  the  citizens  will  march 
with  reluctance ;  when  the  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing the  serious  consequences  of  a  treasonable  op- 
position has  been  employed  in  propagating  princi- 
ples of  anarchy,  endeavoring  through  emissaries  to 
alienate  the  friends  of  order  from  its  support,  and 
inviting  enemies  to  perpetrate  similar  acts  of  in- 
surrection; when  it  is  manifest  that  violence 
would  continue  to  be  exercised,  upon  every  at- 
tempt to  enforce  the  laws;  when,  therefore.  Go- 
vernment is  set  at  defiance,  the  contest  being 
whether  a  small  portion  of  the  United  States  shall 
dictate  to  the  whole  Union,  and,  at  the  expense 
of  those  who  desire  peace,  indulge  a  desperate 
ambition : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Gboroe  WASHOieTON,  Presi- 
dent.of  the  United  States,  in  obedience  to  that 
high  and  irresistible  duty,  consigned  to  me  by  the 
Constitution,  "  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed" — deploring  that  the  American 
name  should  be  sullied  by  the  outrages  of  citizens 
on  their  own  Government;  commiserating  such 
as  remain  obstinate  fVom  delusion ;  but  resolved, 
in  perfect  reliance  on  that  gracious  Providence 
which  so  signally  displays  ite  goodness  towards 
this  country,  to  reduce  the  refractory  to  a  due 
subordination  to  the  law — do  hereby  declare  and 
make  known,  that,  with  a  satisfaction  which  can 
be  equalled  only  by  the  merits  of  the  militia  sum- 
moned Into  service  from  the  States  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  I  have 
received  intelligence  of  their  patriotic  alacrity,  in 
obeying  the  call  of  the  present,  though  painfhl, 
yet  commanding  necessity;  that  a  force,  which, 
according  to  every  reasonable  expectation,  is  ade- 
quate to  the  exigency,  is  already  m  motion  to  the 
scene  of  disaffection;  that  those  who  have  con- 
fided, or  shall  confide  in  the  protection  of  Govern- 
ment, shall  meet  full  succor  under  the  standard 
and  from  the  arms  of  the  United  States ;  that  those 
who  having  offended  against  the  laws  have  since 
entitled  themselves  to  indemnity,  will  be  treated 
with  the  most  liberal  good  faith,  if  they  shall  not 
have  forfeited  their  daim  by  any  subsequent  con- 
duct, and  that  instructions  are  given  accordingly. 

And  I  do,  moreover,  exhort  all  individuals,  offi- 
cers, and  bodies  of  men,  to  contemplate  with  ab- 
horrence the  measures  leading  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  those  crimes,  which  produce  this  resort 
to  military  coercion ;  to  check,  in  their  respective 
spheres,  the  efforts  of  misguided  or  designing  men, 
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to  substitute  their  misrepresentation  in  the  place 
of  truth,  and  their  discontents  in  the  place  of 
stable  government;  and  to  call  to  mind,  that  as 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  been  permit- 
ted, under  the  Divine  favor,  in  perfect  freedom, 
after  solemn  deliberation,  and  in  an  enlightened 
age,  to  elect  their  own  Government,  so  will  their 
gratitude  for  this  inestimable  blessing  be  best  dis- 
tinguished by  firm  exertions  to  maintain  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws. 

And,  lastly,  I  again  warn  all  persons,  whomso- 
ever and  wheresoever,  not  to  abet,  aid,  or  comfort 
the  insurgents  aforesaid,  as  thej  will  answer  the 
contrary  at  their  peril ;  and  I  do  also  require  all 
ofiBcers  and  other  citizens,  according  to  their  seve- 
ral duties,  as  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to  bring 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  law  all  oflfenders  in 
the  premises. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to  these 
presents,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  the  25th  day 
of  September,  1794,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  nineteenth. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

By  the  President : 

£dm.  Rakdolpr. 


Bt  TBI  Pbbsidknt  or  tsB  United  States  op 

America, 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

When  we  review  the  calamities  which  afflict 
so  many  other  nations,  the  present  condition  of 
the  United  States  affords  much  matter  of  conso- 
lation and  satisfaction.  Our  exemption  hitherto 
firom  foreign  war,  an  increasing  prospect  of  the 
continuance  of  that  exemption,  the  great  degree  of 
internal  tranquility  we  have  enjoyed,  the  recent 
confirmation  of  that  tranquility  by  the  suppression 
of  an  insurrection  which  so  wantonly  threatened 
it,  the  happy  course  of  our  public  affairs  in  gene- 
ral, the  unexampled  prosperity  of  all  classes  of  our 
citizens — are  circumstances  which  peculiarly  mark 
our  situation  with  indications  of  the  Divine  benefi- 
cence towards  us.  In  such  a  state  of  things  it  is, 
in  an  especial  manner,  our  duty  as  a  people,  with 
devout  reverence  and  affectionate   gratitude,  to 


acknowledge  our  many  and  great  obligmtknis  to 
Almighty  God,  and  to  implore  him  to  oonttnue  and 
confirm  the  blessings  we  experience. 

Deeply  penetrated  with  this  sentiment,  I,  GBoaec 
Washington,  President  of  the  United  States,  do 
recommend  to  all  religious  societies  and  denomi- 
nations, and  to  all  persons  whomsoever,  within 
the  United  States,  to  set  apart  and  observe  Thurs- 
day, the  nineteenth  day  of  February  next,  as  a  D17 
of  Publip  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer :  and  on  that 
day  to  meet  together  and  render  tbdr  sincere 
and  hearty  thanks  to  the  Great  Ruler  of  Nations 
for  the  manifold  and  signal  mercies  which  distia- 
guish  our  lot  as  a  nation ;   particularly  for  the 
possession  of  Constitutions  of  Government  which 
unite,  and,  by  their  union,  establish  liberty  with 
order ;  for  the  preservation  of  our  peace,  foreign 
and  domestic;  for  the  seasonable  control  which 
has  been  given  to  a  spirit  of  disorder,  in  the  sup- 
pression of  the  late  insurrection ;  and  generaDr, 
for  the  prosperous  course  of  our  affiurs,  public  and 
private ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  humbly  and  fer- 
vently to  beseech  the  kind  Author  of  these  bless- 
ings graciously  to  prolong  them  to  us — ^to  imprint 
on  our  hearts  a  deep  and  solemn  sense  of  our  obli- 
gations to  him  for  them — to  teach  us  rightly  to 
estimate  their  immense  value — ^to  preserve  us  from 
the  arrogance  of  prosperity,  and  from  bazarding 
the  advantages  we  eiyoy  by  delusive  pursuits— to 
dispose  us  to  merit  the  continuance  of  his  ftvors, 
by  not  abusing  them,  by  our  gratitude  for  them, 
and  by  a  correspondent  conduct  as  citizens  and  u 
men — ^to  render  this  country  more  and  more  a  sale 
and  propitious  asylum  for  the  unfortunate  of  other 
countries— to  extend  among  us  true  and  useful 
knowledge— to  diffuse  and  establish  habits  of  so- 
briety, order,  morality,  and  piefy ;  and,  finally  to 
impart  all  the  blessings  we  possess,  or  ask  for  our- 
selves, to  the  whole  family  of  mankind. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to  these 
presents,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Phihulelphia,  the  first  day 
of  January,  1796,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  nineteenth. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

By  the  President : 

£oM.  Randolph. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  CONGRESS; 

PASSED  AT  THE  FIKOT  SESSION  OP  THE  THIRD  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT 

PHILADELPHIA,  ON  THE  SECOND  OF  DECEMBER.   1798. 


An  Act  making  an  alteration  io  the  Flag  of  the  United 

Statea. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  ike  Senate  and  Houee  ef  Jte- 
presentativee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in 
Congreee  aseembied.  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven 
liandred  and  ninety-five,  the  Flag  of  the  United 
States  be  fifteen  atripea  alternate  red  and  white. 
That  the  Union  be  fifteea  stara,  white,  in  a  bine 
field. 

FREDERICK  A.  MUHLENBERG, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Itepreaentatives. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
Viee  President  of  the  United  States, 

and  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved,  January  13,  1794. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON, 
President  qf  the  United  States. 


An  Aet  poridin^for  the  relief  of  tuch  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Saint  Domingo,  resident  within  the  United  States 
as  may  be  fbond  in  want  of  support. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
fifteea  thousand  dollars,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  which 
may  be  in  the  Treasury,  arising  from  foreign  Loans, 
for  the  support  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saint 
Domingo,  resident  within  the  United  States,  as  shall 
be  found  in  want  of  such  support 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  or- 
der to  secure  the  due  application  of  the  moneys 
'aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be  placed  under  the  oi- 
rection  of  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  draw  the  said  moneys, 
or  anv  part  thereof,  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  cause  the  distribution  there- 
of to  be  made,  for  the  relief  of  the  persons  afore- 
said, in  such  manner,  and  by  the  hands  of  such 
persons,  as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
appear  most  conducive  to  the  humane  purposes  of 
this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  regu- 
lar statement  and  account  be  kept  of  the  moneys 
BO  expended,  and  being  lodged  in  the  proper  office 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  the  amount  thereof 
•hall  be  provisionally  charged  to  the  debit  of  the 
French  Republic,  subject  to  such  fnture  arrange- 
ments as  shall  be  made  thereon  between  the  Go- 


vernment of  the  United  States  and  the  said  Repub- 
lic: Provided,  ?Mtoever,  That,  unless  the  French 
Republic  or  its  Minister,  or  other  authorized  agent, 
shall,  within  six  months  from  the  passing  of  this 
act,  expressly  authorize  a  charge  to  the  debit  of 
the  said  Republic  of  the  said  supplies  which  shall 
have  been,  or  may  be  made  under  this  act,  all  fur- 
ther supplies  noder  the  same  shall,  from  and  after 
the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  six  montha,  be 
discontinued. 
Approved,  February  13,  1794. 


An  Act  in  alteration  of  the  act  establishing  a  Mint  and 
regulating  the  Coins  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Mint  to  receive  and  give  receipts  for 
all  metals  which  may  lawfully  be  brought  to  the 
Mint  to  be  coined ;  and,  for  Uie  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining their  respective  qualities,  shall  deliver 
from  every  parcel  so  received,  a  sufficient  number 
of  grains  to  the  Aeaayer,  who  shall  assay  all  such 
of  them  as  may  require  it  And  the  said  Trea- 
surer shall,  from  time  to  time,  deliver  the  said 
metals  to  the  Chief  Coiner  to  be  coined  in  such 
quantities  as  the  Director  of  the  Blint  may  pre- 
scribe. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  As- 
sayer  and  Chief  Coiner  of  the  Mint,  previous  to 
entering  upon  the  execution  of  their  respective 
offices,  shall  each  become  bound  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  said  Assayer  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  the  said  Chief  Coiner,  in  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars,  with  condition  for  the  £ut1i- 
ful  and  diligent  performance  of  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  establishing  a  Mint  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,**  as 
comes  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  March  3,  1794. 

An  Act  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  arising  on  the 
tonnage  of  sundry  French  vessels  which  have  taken 
refuge  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas,  the  disastrous  situation  of  the  town  of 
Cape  Francois,  in  the  Island  of  Hispaniola,  com- 
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pelled  sundry  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
French  Republic,  in  the  monUi  of  June  last,  to 
taJce  refuge  within  the  ports  of  the  United  States : 
and  whereas,  they  are  liable  by  law  to  the  payment 
of  foreign  tonnage,  which,  considering  the  neces- 
sity of  their  case,  ought  equitably  to  be  remitted  to 
them:  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted^  ^e.^  That  the  duties  on  the  ton- 
nage, to  which  any  of  the  vessels  aforesaid  are, 
or  may  have  been  liable,  within  any  of  the  porta  of 
the  United  States,  be,  and  are  hereby  remitted: 
Provided^  nevertheless,  That  the  master,  owner, 
or  consignee  of  every  such  vessel,  shall  make  proof 
to  the  proper  officer  of  the  port  in  which  such 
vessel  may  be,  that  the  said  vessel  was  compelled 
to  leave  the  said  Island  of  Hispaniola,  and  to  take 
refuge  within  the  said  port,  by  reason  of  the  ca- 
lamity aforesaid. 

Approved,  March  7, 1794. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Oo- 
vemment,  for -toe  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four. 

Be  it  enactedf  ^e.,  That,  for  defraying  the  expen- 
diture of  the  Civil  List  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
together  with  the  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the '  several  departments  and  offices 
thereof;  and  for  making  good  deficiencies  for  the 
support  of  the  Civil  List  Establisiiment ;  for  aid- 
ing the  fund  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  courts,  jurors,  and  witnesses; 
for  the  support  of  light-houses,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, there  be  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and  twenty- 
four  cents ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
thirty  thousand  dollars : 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  their 
officers  and  attendants,  estimated  for  a  session  of 
six  months  continuance,  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  ninety  dollars: 

For  the  expenses  of  firewood,  stationery,  printing- 
work,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  ten  thousand  dollars : 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the 
Chief  Justice,  Associate  Judges,  District  Judges, 
and  Attorney  General,  forty-three  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars : 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  clerks  of  courts, 
jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  fund  arising 
from  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars : 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for 
offences  against  the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  prisoners,  four  thousand  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  six 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars : 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  omce  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  including  the  expense  which  will  attend 


the  publication  of  the  Laws  of  the  first  session  of 
the  Third  Congress,  and  for  printing  an  edition  of 
the  same,  to  be  distributed,  according  to  law,  two 
thousand  and  sixty-one  dollars,  and  sixty-seveo 
cents: 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  year  one  thoosand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  for  extra-services  of  clerks,  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  preparing  do- 
cuments for  Congress,  and  for  an  index  to  the 
Laws  of  the  Second  Congress,  eight  hundred 
dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretair  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  ofiioe  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  five  hundred  dolUtfs : 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  o^ 
fice,  ten  thousand  two  hundred  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationeir,  printing,  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Comptroller's  office, 
eight  hundred  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  derks^  and 
persons  employed  in  his  office,  four  thousand  ooe 
hundred  dollars : 

For  the  expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  other  contingencies  in  the  Treasurer's 
offiee,  four  hundred  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Tresffu- 
rv,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  ten 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars : 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Auditor's  office,  fire 
hundr^  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  hb  office, 
six  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars : 

For  the  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  offiee  of  the 
Commissioner,  three  hundred  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
fifteen  thousand  dollars : 

For  the  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  Regbt«r's  office, 
(including  books  for  the  public  stoclu)  two  thou- 
sand dollars: 

For  the  payment  of  rent  for  the  several  houses 
employed  in  the  Treasury  Department,  ooe  thoo- 
sand live  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  sixij- 
six  cents: 

For  wood  and  candles  in  the  several  offices  «f 
the  Treasury  Department  (except  the  Treasurer's 
office)  one  tnousand  two  hundred  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  several  Loan  Officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars: 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  several  Loan 
Offices,  for  stationery  and  clerk  hire,  between  the 
first  day  of  March,  and  the  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  inclusive,  the  sum  of  seventeen  thooifond 
three  hundred  and  sevety-sev'en  dollars  and  seven* 
ty-five  cents : 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of   Wu, 
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clerks^  mnd  persons  employed  in  his  oiBoe,  seven 
thousand  and  fifty  dollars: 

For  expenses  of  firewood,  stationery,  printing, 
&nd  other  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  eight  hundred  dollars : 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tioa  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  for  contingent  expenses  in  this  office, 
two  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  serenty^six  cents : 
For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  in  the  War 
Department,  and  clerks  in  his  office,  four  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars  : 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Ac- 
counUnt  to  the  War  Department,  four  hundred 
dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  following  officers  of  the 
Mint :  the  Director,  two  thousand  dollars ;  the  As- 
say er,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dolUrs ;  the  Chief 
Coiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred ;  the  Engraver, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars;  the  Treasurer, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars;  three  clerks,  at 
five  hundred  dollars  each,  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars: 

For  defraWng  the  expenses  of  workmen,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
three  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-five 
dollars: 

For  the  several  expenses  of  the  Mint,  including 
the  pay  of  a  Refiner,  when  employed,  for  gold,  sli- 
ver, and  copper,  and  for  the  completion  of  the 
melting  furnaces,  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollars: 

For  replacing  a  sum  of  money  advanced  at  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  an 
importation  of  copper,  to  be  coined  at  the  Mint,  ten 
thousand  dollars : 

For  defraying  t|ie  expenses  of  copper  purchased 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine> 
ty- three,  seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dtdlars: 

For  the  purchase  of  copper  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  seven  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars : 

For  compensations  to  the  Governors,  Secreta- 
ries, and  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest,  and 
the  Territory  South  of  the  River  Ohio,  ten  thou- 
sand three  hundred  dollars : 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  office  rent,  printing 
patents  for  lands,  and  other  contingent  expenses 
in  both  of  the  said  Territories,  seven  hundred 
dollars : 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
the  late  Government,  two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents: 

For  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  granted 
by  Congress  to  Baron  Steuben,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars: 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  widow  and  or- 
phan children  of  Colonel  John  Harding,  and  to  the 
orphan  children  of  Major  Alexander  Trueman,  by 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  Fe- 
bruary, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars : 

For  arrearages  of  pension  due  to  the  widow  and 
orphan  children  of  Colonel  John  Harding,  and  to 
the  orphan  children  of  M^or  Alexander  Trueman, 


to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  six  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five dollars : 

For  the  annual  allowance  for  the  education  of 
Hugh  Mercer,  son  of  the  late  Major  General  Mer- 
cer, four  hundred  dollars : 

For  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  light-houses, 
beacons,  piers,  stakes,  and  buoys,  twenty  thousand 
dollars : 

To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-two, for  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  piers,  stakes,  and  buoys,  four 
thousand  dollars : 

For  the  purchase  of  hydrometers,  for  the  use  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Customs,  and  Inspectors  of  the 
Revenue,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars : 

For  a  balance  stated  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  be  due  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Miyor  Gen- 
eral Greene,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress,  of 
the  twenty-seventh  of  February,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  to  indemnify  the 
said  estate  for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him, 
during  the  late  war,  in  which  is  included  interest 
due  on  the  bonds  from  their  dates,  to  the  twelfth 
of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety 
three,  thirty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents : 

For  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  stating 
and  printing  the  public  accounts,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  eight 
hundred  dollars : 

For  the  payment  of  such  demands,  not  other- 
wise provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  duly  allowed 
by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  five  thousand 
dolUrs. 

Sva  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  herein  before  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  funds  following,  to 
wit: 

First  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
reserved  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt 
of  the  United  SUtes. 

Secondly.  The  surplus  of  revenue  and  income 
beyond  the  appropriations  heretofore  charged 
thereupon,  to  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

Approved,  March  14,  1794. 

An  Act  making  further  proTision  for  the  expenses  at- 
tending the  ioteroourae  of  the  United  States  with 
foreign  nations ;  and  further  to  oontinae  in  force  the 
act,  entitled  **  An  act  providing  the  means  of  inter- 
oourM  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  na- 
tions." 

Be  it  enacted  Ac,^  That  a  sum  of  one  million 
of  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  provision  heretofore 
made,  be  appropriated,  to  defray  any  expenses 
which  may  be  incurred,  in  relation  to  the  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  foreign  na- 
tions, to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  which  may  be 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  and 
to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  who,  if  necessary,  is  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow  the  whole,  or  any  part^of 
the  said  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars ;  an  account 
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of  the  expenditure  whereof,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
sball  be  laid  before  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  the  mea^s  of  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations,*'  passed  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety,  together  with  the 
second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  con- 
tinue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing  the  means  of 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations,' "  passed  the  ninth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  shall  be 
continued  in  force  for  the  term  of  one  year  from 
the  passing  of  this  act,  and  from  thence  until  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter  hold- 
en,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  20,  1794. 


An  Act  auihoriziog  a  Loan  of  one  million  of  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted^  c^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  knd 
empowered  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  service  shall 
require  it,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  million  of  dol- 
lars, at  an  interest  not  exceeding  five  per  centum 
per  annum,  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  applied  to  such  public  pur- 
poses as  are  authorized  by  law,  and  to  be  repaid 
out  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  to  the 
end  of  the  present  year ;  and  that  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said 
Bank  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered,  to  make 
the  Loan  aforesaid. 

Approved,  March  20,  1794. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  certain  ports  and 
harbors  in  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted^  <fe..  That  the  following  ports  and 
harbors  be  fortified,  under  the  direction  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  at  such  time  or 
times  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  to  wit :  Port- 
land, in  the  District  of  Maine ;  Portsmouth,  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire;  Gloucester,  Salem, 
Marblehead,  and  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island ; 
New  London,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut;  New 
York ;  Philadelphia ;  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of 
Delaware;  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland; 
Norfolk  and  Alexandria,  in  the  State  of  Virginia ; 
Cape  Fear  River  and  Ocracocke  Inlet,  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina ;  Charleston  and  Georgetown, 
in  the  State  of  South  Carolina ;  and  Savannah  and 
St  Mary's  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  employ,  as  garrisons  in  the  said  fortifications, 
or  any  of  them,  such  of  the  troops  on  the  Military 
Eistablishment  of  the  United  States  as  he  may 
ycjd^  necessary ;  and  to  cause  to  be  provided  one 
hundred  cannon,  of  a  calibre  each  to  carry  a  ball 
of  thirty-two  pounds  weight,  and  one  hundred 
other  cannon,  of  a  calibre  each  to  carry  a  ball  of 
twenty-four  pounds  weight,  together  with  the  car- 


riages and  implements  necessary  for  the  saine,  and 
carriages  with  the  necessary  implements  for  one 
hundred  and  fifty  other  cannon,  with  two  hundred 
and  fifty  tons  of  cannon  shot 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Sut» 
to  receive  from  any  State  (in  behalf  of  the  United 
States)  a  cession  of  the  lands  on  which  any  of  the 
fortifications  aforesaid,  with  the  necessary  build- 
ings, may  be  erected,  or  intended  to  be  erected ;  or, 
where  such  cessions  shall  not  be  made,  to  pur- 
chase such  lands  on  behalf  of  the  United  States : 
Provided,  That  no  purehase  shall  be  made  where 
such  lands  are  the  property  of  a  State. 

Approved,  March  20,  1794. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  supfKirt  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States  for  ti«< 
year  one  thoosaod  seven  hundred  and  ninety -four. 

Be  it  enacted,  de,,  That,  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  Stat»,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four — for  repairs,  and  articles  directed  to  be  made 
and  purchased  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  for  invalid  pensioners ;  for  fortifying  cer- 
tain ports  and  harbors;  and  for  the  purchase  of 
cannon,  implements,  and  shot — there  be  appropri- 
ated a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  one  million 
six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thoosuid  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  dollars  and  one  cent,  that  b 
to  say : 

For  the  pay  of  the  Legion  of  the  United  States, 
three  hQn(fred  and  three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty-four  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  three  hundred  and  twelve  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents. 

For  forage,  thirty-one  tboasand  six  hundred  and 
thirty-two  dollars. 

For  clothing,  one  hundred  and  twelve  thousand 
dollars. 

For  equipments  for  the  cavalry,  seven  thoosuid 
three  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and  five  cents. 

For  horses  for  the  cavalry,  sixteen  tbonsand 
dollars. 

For  bounty  to  the  soldiers,  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  Hospital  Department,  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  Ordnance  Department,  six  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and  thirty-tvo 
cents.- 

For  defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers,  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Indian  Department,  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  the  War  Department,  thir- 
ty thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs,  and  articles  directed  to  be  made 
and  purchased  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  two  hundred  and  two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents. 
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For  invalid  pensioners,  eighty  thousand  two 
mdred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  filly -five  cents. 
For  fortifying  certain  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
Dited  States,  and  purchasing  the  lands  necessary 
r  the  erection  of  the  same,  seventy-six  thousand 
>llar8. 

For  the  purchase  of  cannon,  implements,  and 
tot,  ninety-six  thousand  dollars. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  itfuriher  enacted^  That  the  several 
>propriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be  paid  and 
^charged  out  of  the  funds  following,  to  wit :  first, 
te  surplus  of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand 
ollars,  reserved  by  the  act  '*  making  provision  for 
le  Debt  of  the  United  States,^*  and  which  will  ac- 
me during  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
ad  ninety-four ;  secondly,  the  surplus  of  revenue 
nd  income  beyond  the  appropriations  heretofore 
barged  thereupon,  to  the  end  of  the  year  one 
fiousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four ;  and, 
lirdly,  the  surplus  which  may  remain  unexpended 
f  the  moneys  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  War 
)epartment,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
ired  and  ninety- three. 
Approved,  March  21, 1794. 


U  Act  to  prohibit  the  carrying  on  the  slave  trade  from 
the  United  States  to  any  foreign  place  or  country. 

Be  it  enacted^  Sc,^  That  no  citizen  or  citizens 
>f  the  United  States,  or  foreigner,  or  any  other 
person,  coming  into,  or  residing  within,  the  same, 
shall,  for  himself,  or  any  other  person  whatsoever, 
iither  as  master,  factor,  or  owner,  build,  fit,  equip, 
load,  or  otherwise  prepare,  any  ship  or  vessel,  with- 
in any  port  or  place  of  the  said  United  States,  nor 
shall  cause  any  ship  or  vessel  to  sail  from  any  port 
or  place  within  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  any  trade  or  traffic  in  slaves  to  any  fo- 
reign country;  or  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
from  any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  the 
inhabitants  of  such  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  to 
be  transported  to  any  foreign  country,  port,  or 
place  whatever,  to  be  sold  or  disposed  of  as  slaves. 
And  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  so  fitted  out  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  said  purposes,  or  shall  be  caused 
to  sail,  so  as  aforesaid,  every  such  ship  or  vessel, 
her  tackle,  furniture,  apparel,  and  other  appurte- 
nances, shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  and 
shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and  con- 
demned, in  anv  of  the  Circuit  Courts  or  District 
Ooart  for  the  District  where  the  said  ship  or  ves- 
sel may  be  found  and  seized. 

Sec  2.  And  he  it  further  eTuteted,  That  all  and 
every  person,  so  building,  fitting  out,  equipping, 
loading,  or  otherwise  preparing,  or  sending  away, 
&ny  ship  or  vessel,  knowing  or  intending  that  the 
same  shall  be  employed  in  such  trade  or  business, 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
^  or  any  ways  aiding  or  abetting  therein,  shall 
severally  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars — one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  Unit- 
^  States,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use 
of  him  or  her  who  shdl  sue  for  and  prosecute  the 
same. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
ovner,  master,  or  hctor  of  each  and  every  foreign 


ship  or  vessel,  clearing  out  for  any  of  the  coasts  or 
Kingdoms  of  Africa,  or  suspected  to  be  intended 
for  the  slave  trade,  and  the  suspicion  being  de- 
clared to  the  officer  of  the  customs,  by  any  citizen, 
on  oath  or  affirmation,  and  such  information  being 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  officer,  shall  first 
give  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  that  none  of  the  natives  of 
Africa,  or  any  other  foreign  country  or  place, 
shall  be  taken  on  board  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  to 
be  transported  or  sold  as  slaves,  in  any  other  fo- 
reign port  or  place  whatever,  within  nine  months 
thereafter. 

Sec.  4  And  he  it  further  enacted^  Tliat,  if  any 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall,  con- 
trary to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act, 
take  on  board,  receive,  or  transport,  any  such  per- 
sons as  above  described  in  this  act,  for  the  purpose 
of  selling  them  as  slaves,  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they 
shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  each  and  every  person  so 
received  on  board,  transported,  or  sold,  as  afore- 
said, the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  reco- 
vered in  any  Court  of  the  United  States,  proper  to 
try  the  same — the  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the 
use  of  such  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for 
and  prosecute  the  same. 

Approved,  March  22,  1794. 


An  Act  to  provide  a  Naval  Armament 

Whereas,  the  depredations  committed  by  the 
Algerine  corsairs  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  render  it  necessaxy  that  a  Naval  Force 
should  be  provided  for  its  protection : 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  ihertfore  enacted^  Sc,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to 
provide  by  purchase,  or  otherwise  equip  and  em- 
ploy, four  snips  to  carry  forty-four  guns  each,  and 
two  ships  to  carry  thirty-six  guns  each. 

Ssa  2.  And>  he  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  employed  on  board  each  of  the  said  ships 
of  forty-four  guns,  one  captain,  four  lieutenants, 
one  lieutentant  of  marines,  one  chaplain,  one  sur- 
geon, and  two  surgeon's  mates;  .and  in  each  of 
the  ships  of  thirty-six  guns,  one  captain,  three 
lieutenants,  one  lieutenant  of  marines,  one  surgeon, 
and  one  surgeon's  mate,  who  shall  be  appointed 
and  commissioned  in  like  manner  as  other  officers 
of  the  United  States  are. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  employed  in  each  of  the  said  ships,  the 
following  warrant  officers,  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  wit :  one 
sailing-master,  one  purser,  one  boatswain,  one 
gunner,  one  sailmaker,  one  carpenter,  and  eight 
midshipmen ;  and  the  following  pettj^  officers, 
who  shall  be  appointed  bv  the  captains  of  the 
ships  respectively,  in  which  they  are  to  be  em- 
ployed, viz:  two  master's  mates,  one  captain's 
clerk,  two  boatswain's  mates,  one  coxswain,  one 
sail-nuiker's  mate,  two  ^ner^s  mates,  one  yeo- 
man of  the  gun  room,  nme  quarter  gunners  (and 
for  the  four  larger  ships)  two  additional  quarter- 
gunners,  two  carpenter's  mates,  one  armorer,  one 
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and  eighty-nine,  nor  of  final  settlement  certificates* 
destroyed  at  any  time,  unless  the  destruction  of  the 
same  was  so  far  made  public,  as  to  be  known  to,  at 
least,  two  credible  witnesses,  soon  after  it  hap- 
pened, and  shall  have  been  before  the  presentation 
of  the  claim,  as  hereinafter  provided,  advertised  for, 
at  least,  six  weeks  successively,  in  some  one  of  the 
newspapers  of  the  State  in  which  the  destruction 
happened ;  and  also  in  some  one  of  the  newspapers 
of  the  State  in  which  the  certificate  issued,  if  that 
was  another  State ;  the  advertisement  or  aavertise- 
ments,  in  such  case,  expressing,  with  as  much 
precision  as  possible,  the  number,  date,  and  amount, 
of  the  certificate  alleged  to  have  been  destroyed, 
and  the  name  of  the  person  to  whotn  the  same  was 
issued,  together  with  the  time  when,  the  place 
where,  and  the  means  by  which,  the  same  was 
destroyed. 

Sec.  Z.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
claims  for  the  renewal  of  destroyed  certificates,  of 
either  of  the  descriptions  aforesaid,  not  precluded 
by  this  act,  shall  be  receivable,  with  the  evidence  in 
support  of  the  same,  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, until  the  said  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninetv-five,  and  shall,  by  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury,  be  duly  examined ; 
and,  if  satisfactorily  supported,  the  claimants  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  certificates  of  registered  Debt, 
equal  to  the  specie  value  of  the  Loan  Office  or  final 
settlement  certificates  so  proved  to  have  been 
destroyed. 

Approved,  April  21,  1794. 


An  Act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
within  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted^  <fv..  That  the  following  be  es- 
tablished as  post  roads,  namely:  From  rassama- 
quoddy,  in  the  district  of  Maine,  to  St  MaryX 
in  Georgia,  by  the  following  route,  to  wit :  From 
Passamaquoddy,  through  Machias,  Gouldsborough, 
Sullivan,  Trenton,  Bluehill,  Penobscot,  Frankfort, 
Belfast,  Ducktrap,  Camden,  Thomaston,  Warren, 
Waldoborough,  Bristol,  Nobleborough,  Newcastle, 
Wiscassett,  Bath,  Brunswick,  North  Yarmouth, 
Portland,  Biddeford,  Wells,  York,  Portsmouth, 
Newburyport,  Ipswich,  Salem,  Boston,  Worcester, 
Brook  field,  Springfield,  Hartford,  Middletown, 
New  Haven,  Stratford,  Fairfield,  Norwalk,  Stam- 
ford, New  York,  Newark,  Elizabeth-Town,  Bridge- 
town, Woodbridge,  Brunswick,  Princeton,  Trenton, 
Bristol,  Philadelphia,  Chester,  Wilmington,  Chris- 
tiana, Elkton,  Charlestown,  Havre  de  Grace,  Hart- 
ford, Baltimore,  Bladensburg,  Washington,  George- 
town, Alexandria,  Colchester,  Dumfries,  Freder- 
icksburg, Bowlinff  Green,  Hanover  Court  House, 
Richmond,  Petersourg,  Goldson's,  Warren  ton,  Lew- 
isburg,  Raleigh,  Averysborough,  Fayetteville, 
Lumberton,  Cberaw  Court  House,  Camden,  Co- 
lumbia, Edgefield  Court  House,  Augusta  and 
Waynesborough,  to  Savannah,  and  thence  by 
Newport-bridge  and  Saint  Savilla,  to  the  town  of 
Saint  Mary's.  From  Portland,  by  New  Glouces- 
ter, Green,  Monmouth,  Winthrop,  and  Hallow- 
hill  Courthouse,  to  Pittstown,  on  the  river  Eenne- 
beck.    From    Portsmouth,    by    Exeter,    Chester, 


Amherst,  Keene,  and  Walpole,  to  Cbarlestown— 
From  Chester,  by  Concord,  and  Plymoulh,  u 
Haverhill.  From  Exeter  to  Hampton  Fallv— 
From  Salem  to  Gloucester.  From  Salem  to  Mv- 
blehead.  From  Boston  to  Plymouth,  Sandwich, 
and  Falmouth ;  and  from  Falmouth  to  Edgv- 
town,  on  Martha's  Vineyard.  From  Sandwich  to 
Barnstable  and  Yarmouth.  From  Boston  to  Taa&. 
ton  and  New  Bedford,  and  thence  to  Nantucieu 
From  Boston,  to  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  bj 
Dedham,  Mendon,  and  Pomfret  From  Boston  to 
Keene.  From  Boston,  through  Andover  and  Hir* 
erhill,  to  Chester.  From  Taunton  to  Provideixe; 
and  from  Taunton,  by  Dighton  and  Somerset,  lo 
Warren.  From  New  Bedford  to  Newport  From 
Boston,  by  Providence,  Norwich,  New  London, 
Say  brook,  and  Guilford,  to  New  Haven.  FrriQ 
Newport,  by  Bristol  and  Warren,  to  Providence. 
From  Newport,  by  East  Greenwich,  to  Provi- 
dence. From  Newport,  by  Westerly  and  StoR- 
ington  Point,  to  New  London.  From  Sprin^tfld, 
by  North  Hampton,  Greenfield,  Brattleboruagb. 
Westminister,  Charlestown,  Windsor,  Hanofer, 
and  Haverhill,  to  Newbury.  From  Sprin^ld, 
by  Stockbrid^e,  to  Kinderhook.  Fntm  Brook- 
field,  by  North  Hampton,  Pittsfield,  and  New  Leb- 
anon, to  Albany.  Prom  Hartford,  by  New  Ihrt- 
ford,  through  Norfolk,  Canaan,  Sheffield,  and  Hills- 
dale, to  the  city  of  Hudson.  From  Hartford  to 
Norwich.  From  Hartford,  by  Middletown,  to 
New  London.  From  Hartfora,  by  Farmin^or^ 
Harwinton,  Litchfield,  New  Milford,  Newtoo, 
Danbury,  Ridgefield,  Poundridn^e,  Salem,  North 
Castle,  and  White  Plains,  to  New  York.  ¥rm 
New  York,  by  Peekskill,  Fishkill,  Poo^hkeepsie, 
Rhinebeck,  Red  Hook,  Clermont,  Hud^^on,  and 
Kinderhook,  to  Albany.  From  Albany  by  Ltnv 
ingburg,  Bennington,  Manchester,  Rutland,  Mid- 
dlebury,  and  Vergennes,  to  Burlington,  od  Lake 
Champlain.  From  Rutland  to  Windsor,  in  the 
State  of  Vermont.  From  Albany,  by  Sclienectady, 
Johnston,  Connojoharrie,  and  Whitcstown,  to 
Canandorque;  and  from  some  convenient  point 
in  that  line,  through  Cherry  Valley,  to  the  Court 
House  in  Cooper's  town,  in  the  county  of  Otsego. 
From  the  city  of  New  York,  by  the  most  s^uil 
route,  to  Sagg  Harbor.  From  Newark  or  £li»- 
beth  town,  by  Morristown  and  Rockaway,  to  So*. 
sex  Court  i^ouse,  and  from  thence,  by  Hackelt's 
town  and  Morristown,  to  Elizabeth  town  or  New- 
ark. From  Woodbridge  to  Amboy.  From  Tren- 
ton, by  Allentown,  Monmouth  Court  Hoose, 
Shrewsbury  and  Spotswood,  to  Brunswick,  and 
from  Brunswick  by  Somerset  Court  House  New 
Germantown,  Pittston,  and  Flemington,  to  Tren- 
ton. From  Philadelphia,  by  Bethlehem,  Ea»too, 
Sussex  Court  House,  Goshen,  Wardsbrid^,  tnd 
Kingston,  to  Rhinebeck.  From  Bethlehem  to 
Reading.  From  Philadelphia,  by  Woodbnry, 
Sweed8t)orouffh,  and  Salem,  to  Bridgetown,  »Q 
West  New  Jersey.  From  Philadelphis,  by  Nor- 
ristown,  Pottsgrove,  Reading,  Lebanon,  and  ti^r- 
risburg,  to  Carlisle.  From  Reading  to  Lancaster. 
From  Philadelphia,  by  Lancaster,  Yorktown,  Car- 
lisle,  Shippensburg,  Chambersburg,  Bedford,  m 
Greensburg,  to  Pittsburg.     From  PiUsburg,  bj 
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Washington,  in   Pennsylvania,  West  Liberty,  in 
Irginia,  and  Wlieeling,  on  the  Ohio,  to  Limestone 
nd  Fort  Washington.    From  Limestone,  by  Bour- 
ontovTD,  Lexington,  Frankfort,  and  Harrodsburg, 
)  Danville,    in  Kentucky.     From  Danville,  by 
tardstown,   to  Louisville.     From    Yorktown,  in 
'ennsjlvania,  by  Hanover,  Petersburg,  and  Taw- 
7   town,  to    Fredericktown,    in    Maury  land,  and 
ience   to    Leesburg,    in    Virginia.     From  Wil- 
lington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  New  Castle, 
'ftntweirs  bridge,  and    Duck  Creek,  to  Dover; 
nd,  from  thence,  by  Frederica,  Millford,  Dagg^s- 
lorough,    Snowhill,    Horn  town,    and    Accomack 
!ourt  House,  to   Northampton  Courthouse,  and 
bence,  to  Norfolk,  Hampton,  or  Yorktown.    From 
Philadelphia,  by  Wilmington,   Middletown,  War- 
rick, George  town,  Cross  Roads,  Chester  town, 
Chester  Mills,  Easton,  Vienna  and  Salisbury,  to 
iaowhill;   and  from  Snowhill  to  Princess  Ann, 
nd  thence  to  Salisbury;  and  from  Chestertown 
9  Baltimore,  at  all  times,  when  a  stage  passes  be- 
ween  those  two  places.     From  Elkton  to  War- 
rick.    From  HarK>rd  to  Bel  Air.     From  Balti- 
nore  to  Annapolis,  Upper  Marlborough,  Piscat/i- 
ray,  Port  Tobacco,  Allen's  Fresh,  Newport,  and 
'haptico,  to  Leonard  town.     From  Baltimore  to 
forktown,    in    Pennsylvania.      From    Baltimore, 
•7  Frederick  town  and  Hager's  town,  to   Cham- 
•ersburg.    From  Hager's  town,   by  Sharpsburg, 
0  Shepherd's  town.     From  Frederick  town,  by 
'et^rstown,  and    Montgomery  Court    House,  to 
leorgetown,    on    the    Potomac     From    Hager's 
own,  by   Hancock,  Oldtown,  Cumberland,   Mor- 
;antown,  in  Virginia,  and  Uniontown,  in  Penn- 
yWania,  to  Brownsville,  on  the  Monongahela. — 
'rem  Alexandria,  bv  Salisbuiy,  Leesburg,  Shep- 
lerdstown,    Martinsburg,    Winchester,    Stevena- 
)urg,    Strasburg,  Woodstock,    and    Rockingham 
/ourt   House,   to    Staunton.     From   Fredericks- 
mrg,  by  Port  Royal,  to  Tappahannock ;  thence 
icross  the  Rappahannock,   to    Richmond  Court 
louse,  Westmoreland   Court  House,  Kinsale,  on 
ifeocomico,  and  Northumberland  Court  House,  to 
Lancaster    Court  House,   thence  re-crossing  the 
EUppahannock   to  Urbana,  and  from  Urbana  to 
iloucester  Court  House.     From  Fredericksburg, 
17  Culpepper  and  Orange  Court  Houses,  to  Char- 
ottesville.     From    Richmond,    by    New    Castle, 
WIett's  Warehouse,  and  Todd's  bridge,  to  Rap- 
>ahannock.     From  Richmond,  by  Williamsburg, 
fork    town    and    Hampton,    to    Norfolk.    From 
Richmond,   by  Columbia  and  Charlottesville,  to 
Staunton,  thence  to  Lexington,  Fincastle,  Mont- 
gomery Court  House,  Wythe  Court  House,  and 
ibingdon,  to  Jonesborough,  in  the  territory  south- 
rest  of  the  Ohio,  thence  by  Greensville,  and  Jef- 
erson  Court  House,  to  Knoxville.    From  Staun- 
on  to   Bath  Court  House,  thence  to  ^e  Sweet 
Springs,  and  thence  to  Greenbrier  Court  House. 
?rom    Richmond,    by    Powhatan    Court    House, 
Cumberland  Court  liouse.  Prince  Bdward  Court 
House,  Lynchburg,  New  London,  and  Liberty,  to 
Rneastle.     From  Prince  Edward  Court  House, 
by  Charlotte  Court  House,  Halifiuc  Court  House, 
ind  Pittsylvania  Court   House,  to  Martinsburg, 
lod  thenoe  to  Bethania.     From  Mutiosburg  to 


Liberty.    From  Osborne's  to  Bermuda  Hundred. 
From  Petersburg,  by  Cabin  Point,  Smithfield  nnd 
Suffolk,  to  Portsmouth  and  Norfolk.    From  Smith- 
field,  by  Southampton  Court  House  to  Grenville 
Court  House.     From  Petersburg  to  Halifax,  in 
North  Carolina.    From  Goldson's,  by  Saint  Tam- 
many's and   Mecklenburg  Court  House,  to  Hali- 
fax Court  House,  in  Virginia.    From  Suffolk,  by 
Edenton,  Plymouth,  Washington,   and  Newbern, 
to  Wilmington.     fVom  Plymouth  to  Windsor. — 
From  Edenton,  by  Hertford,  Nixonton,  Sawyer's 
Ferry,  in  Camden  county,  to  Indian  town,  in  Cur- 
rituck county.     From   Halifax  to  Princeton  and 
Murfreesborough,   on  Meherrin  river,   thence  to 
Winton,  on   Chowan  river,  and  thence  by  the 
bridge  on  Bennett's  creek,  to  R.  Mitchell's,  which 
is  on  the  post  road  from  Suffolk  to  Edenton.    From 
Halifax,  by  Blountsville,  Williamston  and  Dailey's, 
to  Plymouth.    From  Halifax,  by  Warrenton,  Ox- 
ford,   Hillsborough,   Martinville,    and    Salem,    to 
Salisbur}'.    From  Salisbury,   by   Cabarras  Court 
House,  to  Charlotte,  to  return  by  Iredell  Court 
House  to  Salisbury.     From  Salisbury  to  Fayette- 
ville,  to  go  and  return  by  the  following  route,  al- 
ternately:   by    Montgomery,   Anson,   and  Rich- 
mond Court  Houses,  to  Fayetteville,   thence  by 
Moore  and  Randolph  Court  Houses,  back  to  Sal- 
isbuiy.   From  Halifax,  by  Tarborough  and  Green- 
ville,   to  Washington,  and  from  Tarborough  to 
Lewisburg.    From  Newborn,  by  Kinston,  Waynes- 
borough  and  Smithfield,  to  Kaleigh.     From  Ra- 
leigh, by  Chapel  Hill,  to  Hillsborough,  and  from 
Chapel    Hill    to   Chatham   Court    House.    From 
Hillsborough,  by  Person  Court  House,  Caswell 
Court  House,  and   Rockingham  Court  House,  to 
Germantowu.    From  Fayetteville  to  Wilmington  ; 
the    mail    to   go   alternately    by    Elizabethtown 
and  return  by  South  Washington,  the  cross-roads 
near  Duplin   Court  House  and  Sampson  Court 
House.      From  Salem,   by  Bethania,   Huntsville, 
Rockford,  and  Wilkes,  to  Morgantown,  in  North 
Carolina,  and  from   Morgantown,  by  Lincolnton, 
to  Pinckney  Court  House,  in  South  Carolina.— 
From    Cheraw   Court    House  to   Georgetown. — 
From  Camden,   by  Statesburg,  to  Charleston. — 
From    Charleston,   by    Coosawatchy,   to  Sister's 
Ferry,  on  Savannah  river,  and  thence  to  the  post 
road  from  Augusta  to  Savannah,  and  from  Coosa- 
watchy to  Beaufort    From  Columbia,  by  Orange- 
burg, to  Charleston.     From  Columbia  to  New- 
bury Court  House  and  Laurens  Court  House,  to 
Greenville  Court  House.     From  Edgefield  Court 
House  to  Cambridge,  and  thence,  by  Abbeville 
Court  House,  to  Pendleton  Court  House.    From 
Columbia,    by    Winnsborough,    Pinckney  Court 
House,    Spartan    Court    House,    and    Grenville 
Court  House,  to  Washington  Court  House.    From 
Washington  Court  House,  by  Pendleton  Court 
House,  to  Hatton's  ford,  on  Tugeloo  river;  and 
thence  by  Franklin  Court  House,  Elberton  and 
Petersburg,   to  Washington,  in  Georgia.     From 
Augusta  to  Washington,  thence  to  Greenborough, 
and  thence  by  the  great  falls  of  Ogechee  and 
Geoxve  town,  to  Augusta.    Provided^  That,  until 
the  Postmaster  (General  shall  have  made  provision 
for  the  regular  transportation  of  the  mail  firom 
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Wheeling  to  Limestone,  the  t)re8ent  post-road  from 
Abingdon  to  Danville,  in  Kentucky,  shall  be  conti- 
nued ;  and  if  such  provision  cannot  be  made  within 
a  reasonable  time,  then  the  post-road  shall  be  ex- 
tended from  Danville  to  Frankfort,  and  Lexington, 
and  thence  to  Washington. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  provide, 
bj  contract,  for  the  carriage  of  a  mail  on  any  road 
on  which  a  stage-wagon,  or  other  stage-carriage, 
shall  be  established,  on  condition  that  the  ex- 
pense thereof  shall  not  exceed  the  revenue  thence 
arising. 

It  shall  also  be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  enter  into  contracts,  for.  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing eight  years,  for  extending  the  line  of  posts, 
and  to  authorize  the  persons,  so  contracting,  as  a 
compensation  for  their  expenses,  to  receive,  daring 
the  continuance  of  such  contracts,  at  rates  not  ex- 
ceeding those  for  like  distances  established  by  this 
act,  all  the  postage  which  shall  arise  on  letters, 
newspapers  magazines,  pamphlets,  and  packets, 
conveyed  by  any  such  post  And  the  roads  desig- 
nated in  such  contracts  shall,  during  the  continu- 
ance thereof,  be  deemed  and  considered  as  post- 
roads  within  the  provisions  of  this  act :  And  a  du- 
plicate of  every  such  contract,  shall,  within  sixty 
days  after  the  execution  thereof,  be  lodged  in  the 
omce  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasuxy  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

Sec.  8.  And  le  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  established,  at  the  Seat  of  Government  of 
the  United  States,  a  General  Post  Office ;  and  there 
shall  be  one  Postmaster  General,  who  shall  have 
authority  to  appoint  an  Assistant  and  Deputy  Post- 
masters at  all  such  places,  as  he  shall  find  neces- 
sary ;  and  he  shall  provide  for  carrying  the  mail 
of  the  United  States,  by  stage  carriages  or  horses, 
as  he  may  judge  most  expedient;  and  as  often  as 
be,  having  regard  to  the  productiveness  thereof, 
as  well  as  other  circumstances,  shall  think  proper, 
and  defray  the  expense  thereof,  with  all  other  ex- 
penses arising  on  the  collection  and  management 
of  the  revenue  of  the  Post  Office.  He  shall  also 
have  power  to  prescribe  such  regulations  to  the 
deputy  postmasters,  and  others  employed  under 
him,  as  may  be  found  necessary,  and  to  superin- 
tend the  business  of  the  Department,  in  all  the  du- 
ties that  are  or  may  be  assigned  to  it,  and  also  to 
direct  the  route  or  road,  where  there  are  more 
than  one,  between  the  places  above  established, 
which  route  or  road  shall  be  considered  as  the 
post-road. 

Sec  4.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  shall,  once  in  three  months, 
obtain  from  his  deputies  the  accounts  and  vouch- 
ers of  their  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  the  bal- 
ance due  thereon,  and  render  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  a  quarterly  account  of  all  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  in  the  said  Department,  to 
be  adjusted  and  settled,  as  other  public  accounts  ; 
and  shall  pay  quarterly  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  the  balance  in  his  hands ;  and  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  his  assistants,  the  Deputy 
Postmasters,  and  such  as  they  may  employ  in  their 
offices,  before  they  enter  upon  their  rinties,  or  be 


entitled  to  receive  the  emoluments  of  their  ofio^ 
and  the  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail,  and  their 
agents  or  servants,  and  all  oSiers  to  whom  the 
mail  shall  be  intrusted,  before  they  commence  th« 
execution  of  the  said  trust,  shall,  re^>ectivelj,take 
and  subscribe,  before  some  Justice  of  the  Petoe,  ^ 
following  oath  or  affirmation,  and  caoseacertifiate 
thereof  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Postnus^s 
General : — **  I  do  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  mij 
be,)  that  I  will  fiiithfully  perform  all  the  dades  r- 
quired  of  me,  and  abstain  from  eveiything  forbid- 
den by  the  law,  in  relatioQ  to  the  establishmeot 
of  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  within  the  Uoited 
States." 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enticted,  That  if  aoy 
person  should  obstruct  or  retard  the  passage  of  the 
mail,  or  of  any  horse  or  carriage  canyingtbe  ause, 
he  shall,  upon  conviction  for  every  audi  offeooe,  pty 
a  fine  of  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars;  and  if 
any  ferryman  shall,  by  wilful  negligeDce  or  refesal 
to  transport  the  mail  across  any  ferry,  deUj  the 
same,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  lor  each  half  hour 
that  the  same  shall  be  so  delayed,  a  sum  not  ex* 
ceeding  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shsia 
be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  gire 
public  notice,  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
published  at  the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  pflb> 
lished  in  the  State  or  States,  where  the  oootnet 
is  to  be  performed,  for  at  least  six  wedcs  befbit 
the  entering  into  any  contract  for  the  coDreytDce 
of  the  mail,  that  such  contract  is  intended  to  be 
made,  and  the  day  on  which  it  shall  be  condaddd, 
describing  the  places  frx>m,  and  to  which  sodi 
mail  is  to  be  conveved ;  the  time  at  which  it  is  to 
be  made  up ;  the  day  and  hour  at  which  it  is  to 
be  delivered,  and  the  penalty  or  penalties  for  dod- 
performance  of  the  stipulations;  he  shall,  dor- 
over,  within  thirty  days  after^the  making  of  loj 
contract,  lodge  the  same,  together  with  the  pro- 
posals, which  he  shall  have  received  respectiog  it, 
in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trmvij 
of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  do  cwtnct 
shall  be  entered  into  for  a  longer  term  than  four 
years. 

Sbc.  7.  Andheitfurtherenacted^ThMitJtej^ 
puty  Postmaster  shall  keep  an  office,  in  which  one 
or  more  persons  shall  attend,  at  such  hoan  as  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  direct,  for  the  purpose  of 
performing  the  duties  thereof;  and  all  letten, 
brought  to  any  Post  Office  half  an  boar  before  tlie 
time  of  making  up  the  mail  at  such  office,  shall  be 
forwarded  therein,  except  at  such  Post  Offic^ 
where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  Genenlt  it 
requires  more  time  for  making  up  the  mail,  ao^ 
which  he  shall  accordingly  prescribe ;  bat  tfaii shall 
in  no  case  exceed  one  hour. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  (tod 
and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  Postsitf' 
ter  General  shall  be  allowed,  for  his  services)  &^ 
the  rate  of  two  thousand  foar  hundred  dollars  ^ 
annum,  his  assistant,  at  the  rate  of  one  tboosawi 
two  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  the  Postmis* 
ter  General  shall  be  allowed  foar  clerks,  vhoK 
compensation  shall  be  regulated  in  such  maooer 
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not  to  exceed  five  handred  dollars  per  sanum 
each :  A)l  the  above  mentioned  compensationfr 
be  paid  quarterly  out  of  the  revenues  of 'the 
)st  Office ;  and  no  fees  or  perquisites  shall  be  re- 
ived by  any  person  employed  in  the  general 
)6t  Office,  on  account  of  the  duties  to  be  per- 
rmed,  in  virtue  of  his  appointment 
Sec.  9.  And  he  it/urther  enacted^  That  the  De- 
ity Postmasters,  and  persons  authorised  by  the 
>8tmaster  General,  shall  demand  and  receive  for 
e  conveyance  of  letters  and  packets,  except  such 
;  are  hereinafter  excepted,  the  following  rates  of 
Ktage :  For  every  single  letter  conveyed  by  land, 
>t  exceeding  thirty  miles,  six  cents ;  over  thirty 
iles,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  eight  cents ;  over 
zty,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  ten  cents ; 
rer  one  hundred  miles,  and  not  exceeding  one 
andred  and  fifty,  twelve  cents  and  a  half ;  over 
ne  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  not  exceeding 
ro  hundred,  fifteen  cents;  over  two  hundred 
liles,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty, 
sventeen  cents ;  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
od  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  fifty,  twenty 
eQts;  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  not 
xceeding  four  hundred  and  fifty,  twenty-two 
eats ;  and  more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
irenty.five  cents;  and  for  evexy  double  letter, 
buble  the  said  rates;  for  every  triple  letter, 
riple ;  and  for  every  packet,  weighing  one  ounce 
Lvoirdupoia,  at  the  rate  of  four  single  letters;  and 
Q  that  proportion  for  any  greater  weight 

Se&  10.  And  he  U  Jurther  enaetea^  That,  for 
dl  letters  and  packets  passing  by  sea  to  and  from 
kt  United  States,  or  from  one  port  to  another 
therein,  in  packet  boats  or  vessels,  the  property  of, 
w  provided  by  the  United  States,  postage  shall  be 
charged  as  follows :  For  every  single  letter,  eight 
cents ;  for  every  double  letter,  sixteen  cents ;  for 
BTery  triple  letter,  or  packet,  twenty-four  cents ; 
and  for  every  letter  or  packet  brought  into  the 
United  States,  or  carried  from  one  port  therein  to 
mother,  by  sea,  in  any  private  ship  or  vessel,  four 
cents,  if  delivered  at  the  place  where  the  same 
shall  arrive ;  and  if  directed  to  be  delivered  at  any 
other  place,  with  the  addition  of  like  postage,  as 
other  letters  are  made  subject  to  the  payment  of, 
by  this  act 

Sbc.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
Deputy  Postmaster,  or  other  person  authorized  by 
the  Postmaster  General  to  receive  the  postages  of 
letters,  shall  fraudulently  demand  or  receive  any 
r&te  of  postage,  or  any  gratuity  or  reward,  other 
than  is  provided  by  this  act,  for  the  postage  of 
letters  or  packets,  on  conviction  thereof,  he  shall 
forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  one  hundred  dollars, 
ui<l  shall  be  rendered  incapable  of  holding  any  of- 
fice or  appointment  under  the  United  States. 

Ssc.  12.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  no 
ship  or  vessel,  arriving  at  any  port  within  the 
Uaited  States,  where  a  Post  Office  is  established, 
shall  be  permitted  to  report,  make  entry,  or  break 
bulk,  until  the  master  or  commander  shall  have 
delirered  to  the  Postmaster,  all  letters  directed  to 
uy  person  or  persons,  within  the  United  States, 
*hich,  under  his  care,  or  within  his  power,  shall 
be  brought  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  except  such  as 


are  directed  to  the  owner  or  consignee  of  the  ship 
or  vessel,  and  except  also  such  as  are  directed  to 
be  delivered  at  the  port  of  delivery,  to  which 
such  ship  or  vessel  may  be  bound.  And  it  shaU 
be  the  duty  of  the  Collector,  or  other  officer  of  the 
port,  empowered  to  receive  entries  of  ships  or  ves- 
sels, to  require  from  every  master  or  commander 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  pur- 
porting that  he  has  delivered  all  such  letters,  ex- 
cept as  aforesaid. 

Sbo.  18.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Postmasters,  to  whom  such  letters  may  be  deliver- 
ed, shall  pay  to  the  master,  commander,  or  other 
person,  delivering  the  same,  except  the  commanders 
of  foreign  packets,  two  cents  for  each  letter  or 
packet,  and  shall  obtain  from  the  person  delivering 
the  same,  a  certificate,  specifying  the  number  of 
letters  and  packets,  with  the  name  of  the  ship  or 
vessel,  and  the  place  from  whence  she  last  sailed, 
which  certificate,  together  with  a  receipt  for  the 
money,  shall  be,  with  his  quarterly  accounts,  trans- 
mitted to  the  Postmaster  (xeneral,  who  shall  credit 
him  with  the  amount 

Sbo.  14.  And  he  it  fktrther  enacted,  That  if 
any  person,  other  than  the  Postmaster  General, 
or  his  deputies,  or  persons  by  them  employed, 
shall  be  concerned  in  setting  up  or  maintaining 
any  foot  or  horse  post,  stage  wagon,  or  other  stage 
carriage,  on  any  established  Post  Road,  or  any 
packet  boat  or  other  vessel,  to  ply  regularly  from 
one  place  to  another,  between  which  a  regular 
communication  by  water,  shall  be  established  by 
the  United  States,  and  shall  receive  any  letter  or 
packet,  other  than  newspapers,  magazines,  or  pam- 
phlets, and  carry  the  same,  by  such  foot  or  horse 
Cost,  stage  wagon,  or  other  stage  carriage,  packet 
oat  or  vessel,  (excepting  only  such  letter  or  let- 
ters, as  may  be  directed  to  the  owner  or  owners  of 
such  conveyance,  and  reUting  to  the  same,  or  to 
the  person  to  whom  any  package  or  bundle  in 
such  conveyance  is  intended  to  be  delivered,) 
every  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit,  for  every 
such  offence,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars :  Provided, 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  send  let- 
ters or  packets  by  a  special  messenger. 

Sia  15.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
Deputy  Postmasters  and  other  agents  of  the  Post- 
master (General,  shall  duly  account  and  answer  to 
him,  for  all  way-letters,  which  shall  come  to  their 
hands ;  and  for  this  purpose  the  post-riders,  and 
other  carriers  of  the  mail,  receiving  any  way-let- 
ter or  letters,  (and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  receive 
them,  if  presented  more  than  two  miles  from  a 
Post  Office,)  shall  deliver  the  same,  together  with 
the  postage,  if  paid,  at  the  first  Post  Office,  to 
which  they  shall  afterwards  arrive,  where  the 
Postmaster  shall  duly  enter  the  same,  and  specify 
the  number  and  rate  or  rates  in  the  post-bill,  add- 
ing to  the  rate  of  each  way-letter  one  cent, 
which  shall  be  paid  by  the  Deputy  Postmaster,  to 
the  mail  carrier  from  whom  such  way-letter  shall 
be  received ;  and  that  letters,  directed  to  persons 
living  between  Post  Offices,  may  be  delivered,  and 
the  postage  thereof  duly  collected,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  carriers  of  the  mail  to  take  charge  of^ 
and  deliver,  all  such  letters  as  shall,  for  that  pur- 
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pose,  be  committed  to  them,  by  any  Deputy  Post* 
master,  and  collect  the  postage  thereof,  which 
shall  be  paid  over  by  such  Deputy  Postmaster,  on 
demand,  and  for  every  letter  so  delivered,  the  mail 
carrier  delivering  the  same  shall  be  allowed  to  de- 
mand and  receive  two  cents,  to  his  own  use,  be- 
sides the  ordinary  postage ;  and  if  any  Deputy 
Postmaster,  or  other  agent  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, shall  neglect  so  to  account,  he  or  they,  so  of- 
fending, shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit,  for 
every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dol- 
lars :  Provided,  That  no  mail  carriers  shall  make 
such  deliveries  at  any  place  not  on  the  Post  Road : 
Provided  also,  That  the  receipts  and  delivery  of 
letters  on  the  way,  between  Post  Offices,  shall  not 
be  required  of  the  mail  carriers,  in  cases  where, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  the  time 
or  manner  of  carrying  the  mail,  or  the  speed  of 
conveyance,  is  incompatible  with  such  receipts  and 
deliveries. 

Sec.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  employed  in  any  of  the  departments  of  the 
General  Post  Office,  shall  unlawfully  detain,  delay, 
or  open,  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters, 
with  which  he  shall  be  intrusted,  or  which  sh&ll 
have  come  to  his  possession,  and  which  are  intend- 
ed to  be  conveyed  by  post ;  or  if  any  such  person 
shall  secrete,  embezzle,  or  destroy,  any^  letter  or 
packet,  intrusted  to  him,  as  aforesaid,  and  which 
shall  not  contain  any  security  for,  or  assurance  re- 
lating to,  money,  as  hereinafter  described,  every 
such  offender,  being  thereof  duly  convicted,  shall, 
for  every  such  ofrence,  be  fined,  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisoned,  not  exceed- 
ing six  months,  or  both,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances and  aggravations  of  the  offence.  And  if 
any  person,  emplo3'ed  as  aforesaid,  shall  secrete, 
embezzle,  or  destroy,  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or 
mail  of  letters,  with  which  he  shall  be  intrusted, 
or  which  shall  have  come  to  his  possession,  and 
are  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  post,  containing 
any  bank  note,  or  bank  post  bill,  bill  of  exchange, 
warrant  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  note 
of  assignment  of  stock  in  the  funds,  letters  of  at- 
torney for  receiving  annuities  or  dividends,  or  for 
selling  stock  in  the  funds,  or  for  receiving  the  in- 
terest thereof,  or  any  letter  of  credit,  or  note  for, 
or  relating  to  the  payment  of  money,  or  any  bond 
or  warrant,  draft,  bill,  or  promissory  note,  whatso- 
ever, for  the  payment  of  money ;  or  if  any  such 
person,  employed  as  aforesaid,  shall  steal  or  take 
any  of  the  same,  out  of  any  letter,  packet,  bag  or 
mail  of  letters,  that  shall  come  to  his  possession, 
he  shall,  on  conviction  for  any  such  offence,  suffer 
death.  And  if  any  person,  who  shall  have  taken 
charge  of  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  shall  quit 
or  desert  the  same,  before  his  arrival  at  the  next 
Post  Office,  evexy  such  person,  so  offending,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars,  for  every  such  offence.  And  if  any  per* 
son  concerned  in  carrying  the  mail  of  the  United 
States,  shall  collect,  receive,  or  carry,  any  letter 
or  packet,  or  shall  caose  or  procure  the  same  to 
be  done,  contrary  to  this  act,  every  such  offender 
shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  offence,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 


Sec.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  anj 
person  or  persons  shall  rob  any  carrier  of  the  mail 
of  the  United  States  of  such  mail,  or  any  part 
thereof,  such  offender  or  offenders  shftll,  on  con- 
viction thereof,  suffer  death.  And  if  any  person 
shall  steal  the  mail,  or  shall  steal  and  take  from 
or  out  of  the  mail,  or  from  or  out  of  any  Post  Office, 
any  letter  or  packet,  such  person  shall,  upon  con- 
viction,  for  every  such  offence,  be  fined,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisoned,  not 
exceeding  six  months,  or  both,  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances and  aggravations  of  the  offence. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  tb« 
Deputy  Postmasters  shall,  respectively,  publish,  it 
the  expiration  of  every  three  months,  or  oflener, 
when  the  Postmaster  General  shall  so  direct,  in 
one  of  the  newspapers  published  at  or  nearest  the 
place  of  his  residence,  for  three  successive  weeks, 
a  list  of  all  the  letters  remaining  in  their  respect- 
ive offices,  or,  instead  thereof,  shall  make  out  a 
number  of  such  lists,  and  cause  them  to  be  posted 
at  such  public  places  in  their  vicinity,  as  shall 
appear  to  them  best  adapted  for  the  information 
of  the  parties  concerned ;  and,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  next  three  months,  shall  send  such  of  the  said 
letters  as  then  remain  on  hand  as  dead  letters,  to 
the  General  Post  Office,  where  the  same  shall  be 
opened  and  inspected ;  and  if  any  valuable  papen 
or  matter  of  consequence,  shall  be  found  therein, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to 
cause  a  descriptive  list  thereof  to  be  in^ierted  in 
one  of  the  newspapers  published  at  the  place  most 
convenient  to  the  supposed  residence  of  theoirner, 
if  within  the  United  States ;  and  such  letter,  and 
the  contents,  shall  be  preserved,  to  be  delirereu 
to  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  addre^ 
ed,  upon  payment  of  the  postage,  and  the  expense 
of  publication.  And  if  such  letter,  with  its  con- 
tents, be  not  demanded  by  the  person  to  whom  it 
is  addressed,  or  the  owner  thereof^  or  his  lawfal 
agent,  within  two  years  after  the  advertisement 
thereof,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  contents  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  until  the 
same  shall  be  reclaimed  by  the  proprietor  thereof. 
The  manner  of  such  application  to  be  specially 
stated  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  19.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
following  letters  and  packets,  and  no  other,  shall 
be  received  and  conveyed  by  post,  free  of  postage, 
under  such  restrictions  as  are  hereinafter  pro- 
vided ;  that  is  to  say,  all  letters  and  packets  to  or 
from  the  President  or  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  all  letters  and  packets,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  ounces  in  weiefat,  to  or  fnm  any 
member  of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  or  Cleric  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  during  their  actoal  at* 
tendance  in  any  session  of  Congress,  and  twenty 
days  after  such  session ;  all  letters  to  and  ftwn  tlw 
Secretaxy  of  the  Treasury,  Comptroller,  Reg:is* 
ter,  and  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  the  Treasurer, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Semtarr  at  War, 
Commissioner  of  Uie  Revenoe,  the  Postmastv 
(General,  his  Assistant,  and  Deputies:  And  th« 
Deputy  Postmasters  shall  recdve,  besides  theiri 
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other  allowaa  :e«,  two  oentii  for  each  free  letter  or 
packet,  (rheir  own  ezoepted.)  which  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  person  addressed  out  of  their  re- 
i{)ective  offices.  Provided^  That  no  person  shall 
frank  or  enclose  any  letter  or  packet  other  than 
his  own ;  but  any  public  letter  or  packet  from  the 
Department  of  the  Ti-easury,  may  be  franked  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  ^rt'siury,  or  by  the  Com- 
mi-t<ioner  of  the  Revenue,  Comptroller,  Register, 
Auditor,  or  Treasurer :  And  that  each  person  be- 
fore named  shall  deliver  into  the  Post  Office  every 
letter  or  packet  enclosed  to  him,  which  may  be 
directed  to  any  other  person,  noting  the  place 
from  whence  it  came  by  post,  and  the  usual  pos*t- 
a;^e  shall  be  charged  thereon  :  And  provided,  also^ 
That  no  letter  to  or  from  a  Deputy  Postmaster 
shall  be  free  of  postage,  if  it  exceeds  half  an  ounce 
in  weight, 

Skc.  20.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That,  if  any 
person  ahall  counterfeit  the  haiidwritin;^  of  any 
other  person,  in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of 
po^tfage,  such  person  or  persons  so  offendipg,  and 
beinjf  thereof  duly  convicted,  shall  forfeit  and  pay. 
for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  one  hunared 
dullars. 

Sec.  21,  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
printer  of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  to  each 
and  everv  other  printer  of  newspapers  within  the 
United  States,  free  of  postage,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  the  Postmaster- General  shall  provide. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
neffspapers  conveyed  in  the  mail  shall  be  under 
cover,  open  at  one  end,  carried  in  separate  bugs  from 
the  letters,  and  charged  with  the  payment  of  one 
cent  each,  for  any  distance  not  more  than  one  hun- 
dred miles,  and  one  cent  and  a  half  for  any  greater 
distance :  Provided,  That  the  postage  of  a  single 
newapaper,  from  any  one  place  to  another,  in  the 
tame  State,  shall  not  exceed  one  cent :  And  that, 
▼here  the  mode  of  conveyance  and  the  size  of  the 
mails  will  admit  of  it,  magazines  and  pamphlets 
may  be  transported  in  the  mail,  at  one  cent  per 
sheet  for  con\*eyance,  any  distance  not  exceeding 
fifty  miles ;  one  and  a  half  cent  for  any  distance 
over  fifty  miles,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  ; 
and  two  cents  per  sheet,  for  any  greater  distance. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  Oew^i- 
tal  and  his  deputies,  to  keep  a  separate  account 
fur  the  newspapers,  magazines,  and  patnpiiUts ; 
tnd  the  Deputy  Postmasters  shall  receive  fifty 
per  cent  on  the  postage  thereof,  exclusively  of 
their  other  allowances :  And  if  any  letter,  memo- 
randum in  writing,  or  other  thing,  be  enclosed  in, 
or  placed  among  such  newspapers,  or  if  any  nace 
or  nemorandnm,  other  than  the  name  of  the  })er- 
ion  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  be  written  upon  any 
tach  newspaper,  the  letter,  memorandum,  or  other 
thing,  so  enclosed  or  placed,  and  the  newspa^ier 
<m  which  such  memorandum  shall  be  written, 
<^1  be  detained  b^  the  Deputy  Postmaster,  until 
ft  tarn  shall  be  patd  him  equal  to  the  post^)(e  of 
the  whole  packet  in  which  they  shall  be  tband, 
Mlcaiating  moh  postage  at  the  rat&4  established 
17  this  act  for  letters  and  packetn :  And  th.it  aiy 
prioter,  or  other  person,  who  shall  conceal  a  letter, 
tt  any  memoraaauoi  ia  writing,  in  a  newspaper 
ao  Gov.— 46 


or  among  any  package  of  newspapers,  shall  be  liai- 
ble,  on  conviction,  to  a  fine  for  each  offence,  not 
exceeding  five  dollars.  And  if  any  of  the  persona 
employed  in  any  department  of  the  Post  Office, 
shall  unlawfully  detain,  delay,  embezzle,  or  de- 
stroy any  newspaper,  magazine,  or  pamphlet,  with 
which  he  shall  be  intrusted,  such  oTOnders,  for 
every  such  offence,  shall  Torfeit  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing fifty  dollars :  Prodded,  That  the  Postmaster 
Oeneraf,  in  any  contract  he  may  enter  into  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  may  authorize  the 
person  with  whom  such  contract  is  made,  to  carry 
newspapers,  magazines,  and  pamphlets,  other  than 
those  carried  in  the  mail. 

Sbo.  23.  And  be  il  fuHher  enacted,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  allow  to  the  Deputy  Postmasters,  respect- 
ively, such  commissions  on  the  moneys  arising 
from  the  postage  of  letters  and  packets,  as  he  shaU 
think  adequate  to  their  respective  services  and 
expenses:  Provided,  The  said  commission  shall 
not  exceed  twenty  per  cent  to  any  one  deputy, 
except  the  Postmaster  at  the  port  where  the  Eu- 
ropean packets  do  or  shall  anive,  to  whom  such 
further  allowance,  in  addition  to  the  emoluments 
of  his  office,  shall  be  made,  as  the  Postmaster  Oene- 
ral  shall  deem  a  reasonable  compensation  for  bis 
extra  services,  in  the  receipt  i^nd  despatch  of  let- 
ters originally  received  into  his  office,  from  on 
board  such  packets,  and  by  him  forwarded  to 
other  offices :  And  except  the  Deputy  Postmaster 
at  Burlington,  on  Lake  Cham  plain,  whose  com- 
pensation the  Postmaster  General  is  hereby  aa- 
thorixed  to  augment,  on  account  of  his  extra 
trouble  in  receivini^  mails  passing  to^  and  from 
Canada,  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum :  And  except  certain  Deputy  Post- 
masters, who  are  obliged  to  rise  in  the  night  to 
receive  mails,  whose  compensations  the  Postmas- 
ter General  is  hereby  authorized  to  increase,  not 
exceeding  forty  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  mo- 
neys arisini^on  the  postage  of  letters  and  packets: 
Ani  provided,  niatp.  That  the  compensations  afore- 
said stiall  not  exceed  one  thousand  eight  huudred 
dollars  i>er  annum  to  any  one  Postmaster,  except- 
ing the  Deputy  Postmaster  of  Philadelphia,  who 
shall  be  allowed  a  compensation  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a 
year,  including  all  iier.|uisites  and  emoluments,  of 
which  a  regular  account  shall  be  rendered  to  the 
P  Mtmister  Geni*r il :  And  excepting  the  Deputy 
Postmaster  at  Ne^  Y>)rk,  who  shall  be  allowe;i  a 
com  lensation,  n^it  exceeding  two  thousand  seven 
huiidred  dollars  a  year,  including  all  perquisitee 
and  em  ilumeuts,  of  which  a  regular  account  shall 
bo  rendered,  as  aforesaid :  Provided,  ateo.  That 
the  reasonable  charges  of  the  Deputy  Post  mast  erf 
fir  stationer V,  for  cases  neuessarv  for  the  sale- 
keeping  and  convenient  distribution  of  letters,  aiid 
for  advertising  tie  liits  of  letters,  from  time  to 
time  rem  lining  in  tlieir  Oificea.  auc-xnpa  iit<l  with 
prip^r  voiioiiers,  sti.iU  bi  ad  niited  by  tiie  Pvsit- 
master  Gendml,  a  id  plajifd  to  their  credit :  And 
lhiM*e  shill  als.>  be  allo.vei  to  ttie  Djpury  PjU* 
master  of  Piiilaljlpliia,  for  his  extra»iiltiiary  ex- 
pijjMS,  iuoui'rei  i.i  ta^  exeoacioa  of  uis  o2fi4tf»  un* 
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der  the  eziBting  Iftw,  an  additional  compensation, 
at  the  rate  of  eight  hnndred  and  fifty  doUara  a 
jear,  to  be  computed  from  the  first  day*  of  July, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety*two,  to 
the  first  day  of  June  next 

SEa  24.  And  he  UJvrther  enacted,  That,  if  any 
Deputy  Postmaster,  or  other  person  authorized  to 
receive  the  postage  of  letters  and  packets,  shsJl 
neglect  or  refuse  to  render  his  accounts  and  pay 
over  to  the  Postmaster  General  the  balance  by 
him  due  at  the  end  of  every  three  months,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to 
cause  a  suit  to  be  commenced  against  the  person 
or  persons  so  neglecting  or  refuning;  and  if  the 
Postmaster  General  sluul  not  cause  such  suit  to 
be  commenced  within  six  months  from  the  end  of 
every  such  three  months,  the  balances  due  from 
every  such  delinquent 'shall  be  charged  to  and  re- 
coverable fr«m  the  Postmaster  General 

8bc.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  ne* 
enniary  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  under 
this  act,  iliall  be  one-half  for  the  use  of  the  per- 
son or  persons  informing  and  prosecuting  for  Uie 
same,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  UJurtker  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  make  pro- 
vision, where  it  may  be  necessary,  for  the  receipt  of 
all  letters  and  packets  intended  to  be  conveyed  by 
any  ddp  or  vessel  beyond  sea,  or  from  any  port  of 
the  United  States,  to  another  port  therein ;  and  the 
letters  so  received  shall  be  formed  into  a  mail, 
sealed  up,  and  directed  to  the  Postmaster  of  the 
port  to  which  such  ship  or- vessel  shall  be  bound. 
And  for  every  letter  or  packet  so  received  there 
shall  be  paid,  at  the  time  of  its  reception,  a  post- 
age of  one  cent,  which  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the 
Postmasters  respectively  receiving  the  same.  And 
the  Postmaster  General  may  maxe  arrangements 
with  the  Postmasters  in  any  foreign  country  for 
the  reciprocal  receipt  and  delivery  of  letters  and 
packets  through  the  post  offices. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  the 
Deputy  Postmasters  and  the  persons  employed  in 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  shall  be  exempt 
from  mihtia  duties,  or  any  fine  or  penalty  for  ne- 
glect thereof. 

Sec  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  letter- 
carriers  shall  be  employed  at  such  post  offices  as 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  direct  for  the  deli- 
veiT  of  letters  in  the  places  respectively  where 
such  post  offices  are  established ;  and,  for  the  de- 
livery of  each  such  letter,  the  letter  carrier  maj 
receive  of  the  person  to  whom  the  deliverr  u 
made  two  cents:  Provided,  That  no  letter  snail 
be  delivered  to  such  letter  carrier  for  distribution 
addressed  to  any  person  who  shall  have  lodged  at 
the  post  d9Boe  a  written  KQvest  that  his  letters 
shall  be  detained  in  the  office.  And,  for  every 
letter  lodged  at  any  post  office,  not  to  be  carried 
by  post,  but  to  be  Jehvered  to  the  place  where  it  is 
so  lodffed,  the  Deputy  Postmaster  shall  receive  one 
cent  of  the  person  to  whom  it  shall  be  delivered. 

Sec  29.  And  be  itfUrther  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  frt>m  the  first  day  of  June  next 
Approvedy  May  8, 17M. 


An  Act  providing  for  raising  and  oigsiiisiD^  s  Corpi 
of  ArtiUerists  and  Eqgioeerii 

Be  it  enatAed,  8^c,,  That  the  number  of  tern 
hundred  and  sixty-four  non-commissioned  officcn, 
privates,  and  artificers,  to  serve  as  priTsta  mi 
musicians,  shall  be  engaeed  for  the  tenn  of  time 
years,  by  voluntary  enlistments;  and  that  the 
proper  proportion  of  comiftissioned  offieerB  aHaH 
be  appoints  to  command  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  tbe 
aforesaid  commissioned  and  non-comminioncd  of- 
ficers, privates,  artificers,  and  musicians,  •hall  be 
incorporated  with  the  corps  of  artillery  now  io  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  denominated  tlie 
corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers,  and  that  tbe  ea- 
tiro  number  of  the  said  corps,  exdusiTeJy  of  tlie 
commissioned  officers,  shall  oe  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-twa 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  or- 
ganization of  the  said  corps  be  as  hemn  mea- 
tioned,  to  wit :  One  Lieutenant  Colonel  conunaod' 
ant,  one  Adjutant,  one  Surgeon — ^four  battaliooi, 
each  to  consist  of  one  Major,  one  Adjutant  and 
Paymaster,  and  one  Surgeon's  Mate;  sod  fov 
companies,  each  to  consist  of  one  Ckptain,  tvo 
lieutenants,  two  Cadets,  with  the  pay,  dotbiog; 
and  rations  of  a  sergeant,  four  sergeants,  four  oo^ 
porals,  forty-two  priTates,  sappers,  andmioen.aDd 
ten  artificers,  to  serve  as  privates,  and  two  mnadaoi 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ad- 
ditional  commisrioned  officers,  non-comxBiaaoQed 
officers,  privates,  artificers,  and  musicians,  bj  tliis 
act  directed  to  be  raised,  shall  receiTe  tbe  mat 
pay  and  allowances,  in  all  respects,  as  the  troopf 
already  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  aad 
they  shall  also  be  governed  by  the  same  rnka  aw 
articles  of  war,  which  have  been,  or  maj  be  bf 
law,  established. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Thatitswi 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secrotary  of  War  to  ypf^ 
at  the  public  expense,  under  such  regdatioos » 
shall  be  directed  by  the  President  of  the  lutn 
States,  the  necessary  books,  instrumenta,  a&d  ap- 
paratus, for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  aaid  eons' 

Sec.  6.Andheitfurtherena4^'nmXihtft^ 
sident  of  the  United  States  shall  caose  socbfia- 
portions  of  the  said  corps  to  serve  in  the  field," 
the  frontiers,  or  in  the  fortifications  of  the  9«n 
coast,  as  he  shall  deem  consistent  with  the  p«>^ 
service. 

Approved,  May  9, 1794. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  **  An  act  to  pfOTide  fv^ 
Defence  of  certain  Forts  and  Harbois  ia  the  Cii^ 
States." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c^  That  the  pot  and 
of  the  oity  of  Annapolis  be  rortified  is 
manner,  and  at  such  tune  or  times,  as  the 
dent  of  the  United  States  may  direct ;  and 
shall  be  lawM  for  the  Prendent  of  the  Uail 
States  to  employ  a  garrison  in  the  said  fo 
tion,  provide  cannon  and  equipments,  and 
from  the  State  of  Maryland  a  cession  of  tbe 
on  which  the  said  fortification,  and  its 
bnildinga,  may  be eraoted^  agneably  to  thei 


that 
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and  third  sectionfl  of  the  set  to  which  this  is  a 
aopplement 
Approyed,  May  9,  1794. 


An  Act  for  the  RemiMion  of  the  Duties  oo  eleven  hogt- 
beads  of  Coffee  which  hare  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

Whereas,  eleven  hogsheads  of  coffee  were  im- 
ported in  the  brig  Jason,  from  Cape  Francois,  by 
two  French  citizens  to  the  port  of  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth  in  November  last,  and  the  duties  there- 
on secured  to  be  paid  by  Messrs.  Elliott  and  Pur- 
?iance  of  the  same  port :  And  whereas,  the  said 
eleven  hogsheads  of  coffee  were  afterwards  on  ac- 
count of  the  same  importers  shipped  to  the  port  of 
Baltimore,  and  there,  in  the  night  of  the  seventh 
day  of  January  last,  destroyed  by  fire. 

Be  it  enactid^  dbe,^  That  the  duties  paid  or  pay- 
able  to  the  United  States  on  the  same  eleven  hogs- 
heads of  coffee  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  remit- 
ted ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Collector  of  the 
port  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  to  refund  the  same 
duties,  if  they  have  been  received. 

Approved,  May  9,  1794. 


An  Act  directing  a  Detachment  from  the  Militia  of  the 

United  States. 

Be  it  eruteted,  S:,,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
require  of  the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  to 
take  effectual  measures,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  or- 
ganize, arm,  and  equip,  according  to  law,  and  hold 
in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  the 
following  proportions,  respectively,  of  eighty  thou- 
sand effective  militia,  officers  included,  to  wit: 
From  the  State  of  Georgia,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  thirty-three ;  from  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty ; 
from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  seren  thousand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-one ;  from  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  ;  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  eleven  thousand 
three  hundred  and  seventy-seven ;  from  the  State 
of  Maryland,  five  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighteen ;  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fifty-six ;  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
silty-eight;  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  four 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighteen ;  from  the 
State  of  New  York,  seven  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  seventy -one ;  from  the  State  of  Vermont,  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine ;  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  five  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-one ;  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-seven ;  from 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  eleven  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-five;  and  from  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  three  thousand  five  hundred  and 
forty-four. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  fwrther  enacted,  That  the  de- 
tachments of  militia  aforesaid  shall  be  officered  out 
of  the  present  militia  officers,  or  others,  at  the  op- 
tion and  discretion  of  the  Constitutional  authority 
in  each  State  respectively. 

Sia  8.    And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 


President  may,  if  he  judges  expedient,  authorise 
the  Executives  of  the  several  States  to  accept  any 
independent  corps  of  cavalry,  artillery  or  infantry, 
as  part  of  the  detachments  aforesaid,  provided 
they  shall  voluntarily  engage  as  corps  in  the 
service. 

Ssa  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said 
militia  shall  not  be  compelled  to  serve  a  longer 
time,  in  any  one  tour,  than  three  months  after 
their  arrival  at  the  place  of  rendezvous ;  and  that, 
during  the  time  of  their  service,  besides  their  pay 
and  other  allowances,  which  shall  be  the  same  as 
the  troops  on  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  they  shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  one 
dollar  and  sixty-six  cents,  for  clothing,  per  montli. 

Ssc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  call  on 
the  Executives  of  the  Several  States,  to  take  the 
most  effectual  means,  that  the  whole  of  the  militia, 
not  comprised  within  the  foregoing  requisition,  be 
armed  and  equipped  according  to  law. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  this  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force,  for  the  space  of  one 
year  from  the  passing  thereof  and  from  thence  to 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no 
longer. 

ApproTed»  May  9, 1794. 

An  Act  to  erect  a  Ught-honae  on  the  Headland  of 
Cape  Hatteras;  and  a  Lighted  Beacon  on  Shell- 
Castle  Island,  in  the  Harbor  of  Ocracock,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sc,^  That,  as  soon  as  the  juris- 
diction of  so  liiuch  of  the  headland  of  Cape  Hat- 
teras,  in  the  Stato  of  North  Carolina,  as  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  shall  deem  sufficient 
and  most  proper  for  the  convenience  and  accom- 
modation of  a  light-house  shall  have  been  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide,  by  con- 
tract, which  shall  be  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  for  building  a  light-house  there- 
on, of  the  first  rate,  and  furnishing  the  same  with 
all  necessary  supplies,  and  also  to  agree  for  the 
salaries  or  wages  of  the  person  or  persons  who 
ipay  be  appointed  by  the  President  for  the  super- 
intendence and  care  of  building  said  light-house ; 
and  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to  make 
said  appointmente.  That  the  number  and  dispo- 
sition of  the  lights  in  the  said  light-house  shall  be 
such,  as  may  tend  to  distinguish  it  from  others, 
and,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  prevent  mistakes  in 
navigators. 

Sbc.  2.  Ar^  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  provide, 
by  contract,  which  shall  be  approved  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  for  building  on  an 
Island  in  the  harbor  of  Ocracock,  called  Shell  Cas- 
tle, a  liehted  beacon,  of  a  wooden  frame,  fifty-five 
feet  hjen,  to  be  twenty-two  feet  at  the  base,  and  to 
be  reduced  gradually  to  twelve  feet  at  the  top, 
exclusively  of  the  lantern,  which  shall  be  made  to 
contoin  one  large  lamp  with  four  wicks,  and  for 
furnishing  the  same  with  all  necessary  supplies: 
Pro>9ided,  That  no  such  lighted  beacon  shall  be 
erected,  until  a  cession  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
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land  on  the  said  Island  shall  be  made  to  the  United 
States  by  the  consent  ol  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina. 

Sbc.  3.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  suffi- 
cient moneys  be  appropriated  for  the  erecting  and 
completing  the  buildings  aforesaid,  out  of  any  mo- 
neys heretofore  appropriated  which  may  remain 
unexpended  after  satisfying  the  purposes  for  which 
the^  were  appropriated,  or  out  of  any  moneys 
which  may  be  in  the  Treasury  not  subject  to  any 
prior  appropriation. 

Approved,  May  18,  1794. 


Ab  Act  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  the  Island  of  8e- 
guin,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  and  for  erecting  a 
Beacon,  and  placing  three  Buoys  at  the  entrance  of 
Saint  Mary's  river,  m  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide,  by  con- 
tract, which  shall  be  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  for  building  a  light-house  on 
the  Island  of  Seguin,  near  the  entrance  of  the  river 
Kennebeck,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  (the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  having  ceded  to  the 
United  States  ten  acres  of  the  said  Island  for  that 
purpose,)  and  to  furnish  the  same  with  all  neces- 
sary supplies ;  and  also  to  agree  for  the  salaries  or 
wages  of  the  person  or  persons,  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  for  the  superintendence 
and  care  of  the  same ;  and  the  President  is  hereby 
authorized  to  make  the  said  appointments;  that 
the  number  or  disposition  of  the  light  or  lights  in 
the  said  light-house,  be  such  as  may  tend  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  others,  as  far  as  is  practicable. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  same,  out  of  any  moneys  heretofore 
appropriated,  which  may  remain  unexpended,  af- 
ter satisfying  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
appropriated,  or  out  of  any  other  moneys  which 
may  be  in  the  Treasury,  not  subject  to  any  prior 
appropriations 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  a  beacon  to  be  erected,  and  three  buoys  to 
be  placed,  at  the  entrance  of  Saint  Mary's  river,  in 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  that  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing three  hundred  dollars,  be  appropriated  in  like 
manner  as  the  sum  for  defraying  the  expenses  for 
erecting  a  light-house  on  the  island  of  Seguin,  is 
appropriated  by  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing the  charges  of  erecting  aad  placing  the  same. 

Approved,  May  19,  1794. 

An  Act  further  to  authorize  the  adjournment  of  Cir- 
cuit Courts. 

Be  it  enacted,  dc.  That  a  Circuit  Court  in  any 
district,  when  it  shall  happen  that  no  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  attends  within  four  days  after  the 
time  appointed  by  law  for  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  may  be  adjourned  to  the  next  stated 
term  by  the  Judge  of  the  district,  or,  in  case  of  his 
absence  also,  by  the  Marshal  of  the  district 

Approved,  May  19, 1794. 


An  Act  prohibiting  for  a  limited  time  the  ezpoitatiB 
of  Arms  and  AmmuDition,  and  eooouragiof  tbe  k 
portation  of  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  dx,.  That  it  shall  not  be  lavfol  t 
export  from  the  United  States  any  cannon,  ma 
kets,  pistols,  bayouecs,  swords,  cutbsMs,  mnskc 
balls,  lead,  bombs,  grenades,  gunpowder,  solphoi 
or  saltpetre ;  but  the  exportation  of  all  the  afon 
said  articles  are  hereby  prohibited  for  and  dorin 
the  term  of  one  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  iq] 
of  the  aforesaid  articles,  excepting  such  of  thea 
as  oiay  constitute  a  part  of  the  equipment  c 
any  vessel,  which,  during  the  continuance  of  thii 
prohibition,  shall  be  found  on  board  of  any  vesftl,  ii 
any  river,  port,  bay,  or  harbor,  within  the  territw] 
of  the  United  States,  with  an  intent  to  be  eiport* 
ed  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  coontrj 
shall  be  forfeited ;  and  in  case  the  value  ibemi 
shall  amount  to  four  hundred  dollarfs  tbe  itsd 
on  board  of  which  the  same  shall  be  seiied,  to- 
gether with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furnitare, 
shall  also  be  forfeited:  Provided,  netiertJu-m, 
That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to 
prohibit  the  removal  or  transportation  of  an;  of 
the  articles  aforesaid  from  one  port  to  another  port 
within  the  United  States,  in  any  vessel  baring  i 
license  as  a  coastine  vessel,  the  master,  agent,  or 
owner  of  which  shall  have  given  bond,  with  ooe 
or  more  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  Collector  of  the 
District  from  which  such  vessel  is  about  to  depart 
in  a  sum  double  the  value  of  such  vessel  and  cf 
such  of  the  said  articles  as  may  be  laden  on  boird 
her,  that  the  said  articles  shall  be  relanded  u^ 
delivered  in  some  port  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  as; 
of  the  articles  aforesaid  shall,  contrary  to  the  pith 
hibitions  of  this  act,  be  exported  to  anj  foreigD 
countxy,  the  vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  hif* 
been  exported,  together  with  her  tackle,  apparel 
and  furniture,  shall  be  liable  to  forfeiture,  and  tkai 
captain  or  master  of  such  ve£»el  shall  Mtit  ao', 
pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars    , 

Sbc.'4.  And  he  it  further  enacUd,  That  it  M 
be  the  duty  of  the  custom-house  officers,  and  dm 
persons  employed  in  the  collection  of  tbe  n^f^% 
to  attend  to  the  execution  of  this  lair ;  and  al)  m^ 
feitures  and  penalties  incurred  under  it  ^ball  m 
sued  for,  prosecuted,  adjudged,  and  distributed,  ill 
like  manner  as  is  provided  in  the  act,  entitled ' 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  tbe  colk 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wiret,  i 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  Stati^ 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels.'* 

Sec.  6.  And  he  ii  further  enacted,  That  all 
cannon,  muskets,  and  firelocks,   with  baj 
suited  to  the  same,  pistols,  swords,  cutlasses, 
ket  balls,  lead,  and  gunpowder,  which  sbiH 
imported  into  the  United  States  from  anj ' 
country,  within  tbe  term  of  one  year,  and  all 
phur  and  saltpetre  which  shall  be  so  im] 
within  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  afUr 
passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  free  of  doty,  aortbi 
in  any  former  law  to  the  contrary  notwitbstaodiif 

Approved,  May  82, 1794. 
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hA  Act  to  alter  tlM  time  for  the  next  annoal  meeting 

of  Gongreaa 

Bb  it  enacted  <§0.,  That,  after  the  a^ournment 
)f  the  present  session,  the  annual  meeting  of  Con- 
>;ress  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  November 
next 

ApproTed,  Haj  80,  1794. 


Aq  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons impriaoned  for  debt 

Be  it  enaeted^  <6e..  That  the  act  entitled  **  An 
let  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,*' 
be  continued,  and  that  the  same  be  in  force  for  the 
term  of  two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  and 
from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Gon- 
gresfl,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  May  80,  1794. 

An  Act  further  extending  the  time  for  receiving  on 
Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted^  ife;..  That  the  term  for  receiving  on 
Loan  that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United 
States  which  shall  not  have  been  subscribed  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  extending 
the  time  fur  receiving  on  Loan  that  part  of  the 
Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States  which  may  not 
be  subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,*'  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  further  extended  from  and  after 
the  last  day  of  June  ensuing,  until  the  last  day  of 
December  next,  inclusively,  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  |»  are  contained  in  the  act,  entitled  '*  An 
&ct  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United 
Sutes:"  Provided,  That  the  books  for  receiving 
the  said  subscriptions  shall  be  opened  only  at  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  SUtes. 

Ssa  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  such  of 
the  creditors  of  the  United  States  as  have  not 
subscribed  and  shall  not  subscribe  to  the  said  Loan, 
shall  nevertheless  receive,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  a  rate  per 
centum  on  the  amount  of  such  of  their  demands, 
ts  have  been  registered  or  as  shall  be  registered 
>t  the  Treasury,  conformably  to  the  directions  in 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  tiie 
]>ebt  of  the  United  States,"  equal  to  the  interest 
which  would  be  payable  to  them  as  subscribing 
creditors. 

Approved,  May  80,  1794. 

An  Act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  inte- 
rest on  the  balances  due  to  certain  States,  upon  a 
final  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  united 
States  and  the  individual  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  Se.,  That  interest  npon  the  baU 
snces  reported  to  be  due  to  certain  States,  by  the 
Commissioners  for  settling  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  individual  States,  be  allowed, 
from  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  to  be  computed 
to  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
liandred  and  ninety-four,  at  the  rate  of  four  per 
centum  per  annum ;  and  that  the  amount  of  such 
interest  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  State  to 
which  the  same  shall  be  found  due,  upon  the  books 


of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
bear  an  interest  of  three  per  centum  per  annum, 
from  and  after  the  said  last  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

Ssa  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
interest  on  the  said  balances,  reported  bv  the  said 
Commissioners  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  funded, 
agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  act,  entitled  **An 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the 
individual  States,**  together  with  the  interest  on 
the  amount  placed  to  the  credit  of  any  such  State, 
for  arrearages  of  interest  on  such  l>alances,  agree- 
ably to  the  terms  of  this  act,  be  paid  quarter-yearly, 
after  the  said  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four;  that  is  to  say: 
one-fourth  part  thereof  on  the  last  days  of  March, 
June,  September,  and  December,  respectively,  in 
each  year,  at  the  offices  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Loans,  within  such  States  as  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  same;  the  first  payment  to  l>e 
made  on  the  last  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-five :  And  for  the  payment  of 
the  said  interest,  so  much  of  the  duties  arising, 
yearly,  on  imports  and  tonnage,  from  and  after 
the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  as  may  be  necessary,  and 
not  heretofore  otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  pledged  and  appropriated ;  and 
that  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  pledged  to  provide  for  any  deficiency 
that  may  happen  by  such  additional  and  permanent 
funds  as  may  be  necessary  therefor. 

Approved,  May  31,  1794. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  lay,  regulate,  and  revoke  Embargoes. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
empowered,  whenever  in  his  opinion  the  public 
safety  shall  so  require,  to  lay  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
or  upon  the  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  ships  and  vessels  of  any  foreign  nation,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
may  require,  and  to  continue  or  revoke  the  same, 
whenever  he  shall  think  proper ;  and  the  President 
is  hereby  fully  authorized  to  give  all  such  orders  to 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  as  may  be  necessary 
to  carry  the  same  into  full  effect :  Provided,  The 
authority  aforesaid  shall  not  be  exercised  while 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  be  in  ses- 
sion. And  any  embargo  which  may  be  laid  by  the 
President,  as  aforesaid,  shall  cease  and  determine 
in  fifteen  days  from  the  actual  meeting  of  Congress 
next  after  laying  the  same. 

Sia  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  fifteen  days 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  4,  1794. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  second  instal- 
ment due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  the  President  of  the 
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United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorissed  and 
empowered  to  apply  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
of  the  proceeds  of  foreign  Loans,  heretofore  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  States,  in  payment  of  the 
second  instalment  due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  upon  a  Loan  of  the  said  Bank,  made  pur- 
suant to  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  for  incor- 
porating the  subscribers  to  the  said  Bank ;  and  that 
the  annual  period  for  the  payment  of  each  instal- 
ment of  the  said  Loan  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the 
last  day  of  December  in  each  year. 

Sbc.  2.  Andle  it  further  enacted^  That  a  sufficient 
sum  of  the  dividends  which  have  accrued,  or  which 
shall  hereafter  accrue,  on  the  stock  owned  by  the 
United  States,  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  which  has  or  shall  become  due 
on  the  Loans  obtained  as  aforesaid. 

Approved,  June  4, 1794. 

An  Act  for  extending  the  benefit  of  a  Drawback  and 
terms  of  Credit,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Be  it  enacted^  Ac,y  That  in  all  cases  where  the 
term  allowed  by  law  for  the  exportation  of  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  with  the  benefit  of  a  draw- 
back of  the  duties  thereupon,  shall  have  expired 
after  the  last  day  of  January  last  past,  and  previous 
to  the  last  djay  of  July  next,  there  shall  be  allowed 
further  time  for  the  exportation,  with  the  benefit 
aforesaid,  until  the  said  last  day  of  July  next 

Sec.  %  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  on  all 
bonds  which  may  have  been  given  for  duties  on 
cofiee,  sugar,  and  indigo,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  which  shall  be  unpaid  at  the  passing  of 
Uiis  act,  all  that  time  from  the  last  day  of  January 
last  past  to  the  last  day  of  May  instant,  shall  be 
considered  as  no  part  of  the  time  allowed  by  law  for 
the  payment  of  the  said  duties,  but  the  importer 
shall  enjoy  the  same  term  of  credit  as  if  the  said 
period  had  not  intervened :  Provided,  That  in  every 
case  where  the  extension  of  credit  is  claimed  and 
granted  under  this  act,  new  act  bonds  shall  be 
given  for  the  duties  on  which  such  credit  is  ex- 
tended, with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  collector  of  the  district 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  cases 
where  the  certificates  and  evidence  now  required 
by  law  for  authorizing  the  payment  of  any  draw- 
back or  allowance  on  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, exported  since  the  first  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  or  which 
may  be  hereafter  exported,  are  not  and  cannot  be 
obtained,  the  exporter  or  exporters  of  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  nevertheless  be  per- 
mitted to  offer  such  other  proof  as  to  the  delivery 
thereof,  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  as 
he  or  they  may  have,  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  who  shall,  if  the  same  proof  shall  be 
satisfactory  to  him,  direct  the  payment  of  the 
drawback  or  allowance:  Provided,  alwaye.  That 
in  no  case  shall  a  drawback  be  hereafter  paid  on 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  until  the  duties 
on  the  importation  thereof  shall  have  been  first  re- 
oeived. 

Approved,  Jane  4, 1704. 


An  Act  laying  duties  upon  Carriages  for  the  oooveyanee 

of  penoQi. 

*  Be  it  enacted,  ^,,  That  there  shall  be  levied, 
collected,  and  paid,  upon  all  carriages  for  the  ooo- 
veyance  of  persons,  which  shall  be  kept  bj  or  fbr 
any  person,  for  his  or  her  own  use,  or  to  be  let  out 
to  hire,  or  for  the  conveying  of  passengers,  the 
several  duties  and  rates  following,  to  wit :  For  and 
upon  every  coach,  the  yearly  sum  of  tea  dollars ; 
for  and  upon  evexy  chariot,  the  yearly  sum  of  eight 
dollars ;  for  and  upon  every  pb»ton  and  ooacfatc, 
six  dollars ;  for  and  upon  every  other  foar-wheelr 
and  every  two-wheel,  top-carriage,  two  dollars; 
and  upon  ^letj  other  two-wheel  carriage^  one 
dollar:  Provided,  aUoayet  That  nothing  bereia 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  charge  with  a  duty 
any  carriage  usually  and  chiefiy  employed  in  hus- 
bandry, or  for  the  transporting  or  carrying  of 
goods,  wares,  merchandise,  produce,  or  commodi- 
ties. 

Sia  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  du- 
ties aforesaid  shall  be  levied,  collected,  reeeived, 
and  accounted  for,  by  and  under  the  inomediate 
direction  of  the  supervisors  and  inspectors  of  the 
revenue,  and  other  officers  of  inspection,  subject 
to  the  superintendence,  control,  and  direction  of 
the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  according  to  the 
authorities  and  duties  of  the  respective  officers 
thereof. 

Sb&  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  having  or  keeping  a  carriage  or  carriages, 
which,  by  this  act,  is  or  are  made  subject  to  the 
payment  of  duty,  shall,  within  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, in  each  year,  make  entry  of  the  same 
with  the  officer  of  inspection  of  the  district,  in 
which  he  or  she  shall  reside,  and  pay  the  doty 
thereon ;  and  such  entry  shall  be  in  writing,  sub- 
scribed by  the  owner  of  such  carriage  or  carriaG:es, 
and  shall  describe  each  by  its  proper  denomioa- 
tion  and  number  of  wheela  And,  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  such  entry  and  payment,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  supervisor  of  the  district,  or  of 
some  ofBcer  of  inspection,  to  attend,  within  the 
month  of  September,  in  each  year,  at  one  of  the 
most  public  and  convenient  places  in  each  county, 
within  their  respective  districts,  and  to  give  public 
notice,  at  least  one  month  previous  to  such  day,  of 
the  time  and  place  of  such  attendance.  And  if  any 
person,  having  or  keeping  a  carriage,  or  carriages, 
charged  with  a  duty  or  duties  by  this  act,  shall 
neglect  or  omit  to  bring,  or  send,  and  deliver,  sneh 
list  thereof,  at  or  within  any  monthly  period 
aforesaid,  in  manner  above  mentioned,  or  to  pay  the 
duty  or  duties  thereupon  payable,  he  or  she  shall, 
for  every  such  neglect  or  omis«on,  forfeit  and  pay 
a  sum  equal  to  the  duty  or  duties  payable  upon  the 
said  carriage  or  carriages,  in  addition  to  the  said 
duty  or  duties. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
perRon  having  or  keeping  a  carriage  or  carriages 
chargeable  with  any  duty  by  this  act,  shall  prefer, 
to  the  mode  of  payment  herein  before  directed, 
that  of  paying  the  atnount  of  the  duties  by  him  or 
her  payable,  upon  demand  of  him  or  her  made  tt 
his  or  her  usual  place  of  habitation,  it  shall  be  at 
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Us  or  her  option  to  make  ptyment  in  manner  laat 
mentioned,  apon  the  eondition  following,  that  is 
to  say  :  that  he  or  ahe,  if  having  or  Iceepin?  a  car- 
riag^e  or  eafriages,  so  liable  to  dutv,  on  the  first 
day  of  September  next,  shall,  within  the  said 
month  of  September,  or,  if  beginning  to  ha?e  or 
keep  auch  carria^  or  carriages,  at  any  time  after 
the  said  first  day  of  September,  shall,  within 
thirty  days  after  he  or  she  shall  so  begin  to  have 
or  keep  such  carriage  or  carriages,  give  notice 
thereof  in  writing,  at  the  office  of  inspection,  near- 
est to  his  or  her  said  place  of  habitation,  by  trans- 
mitting a  list  thereof,  of  the  like  kind  and  descrip- 
tion with  that  directed  and  described  in  the  third 
section  of  this  act,  and  expressing  thereupon,  that 
he  or  ahe  doth  elect  to  pay  the  yearly  duty  or  du- 
ties payable  upon  the  carriage  or  carriages  therein 
mentioned,  upon  demand  of  him  or  her,  at  his  or 
her  snid  place  of  habitation,  and  upon  this  further 
condition,  that  he  or  she  shall  pay,  upon  such  de- 
mand, in  addition  to  the  said  duty  or  duties,  a  com- 
mission of  one  per  centum  upon  the  amount  there- 
of, for  the  benefit  of  the  officer  or  person  by  whom 
the  said  demand  shall  have  been  made. 

See.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  eveir 
person  who  shall  make  such  election,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid  yearly,  and  every 
year  after  the  month  of  September,  upon  the  call- 
ing for  that  purpose,  at  his  or  her  said  place  of 
habitation,' of  any  officer  of  inspection,  or  person 
thereunto  authorized,  the  amount  of  duty  or  duties 
by  him  or  her  payable,  upon  the  carriage  or  car- 
riages, whereof  he  or  she  shall  have  transmitted 
a  liiit,  as  aforesaid,  so  long  as  he  or  she  shall  con- 
tinue to  have  or  keep  the  same,  and  until  he  or  she 
shall  give  notice  in  writing,  at  the  office  of  inspection, 
to  which  the  said  list  shall  have  been  transmitted, 
that  he  or  she  hath  sold,  or  otherwise  assigned,  or 
alienated,  any  carriage  or  carriages  therein  men- 
tioned :  in  default  of  which  payment,  the  duty  or 
duties,  and  commission  thereupon,  in  respect  to 
which  any  such  default  shall  be  made,  shall  and 
may  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  any  Court  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  either  of  them,  or  shall  and 
may  be  levied,  together  with  reasonable  charges,  by 
distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chatties  of  the 
penson  making  such  default 

Sga  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  anv 
person,  by  whom  such  election  as  aforesaid  shall 
have  been  made,  shall  omit  to  notify,  in  manner 
herein  before  directed,  any  carriage  or  carriages 
liable  to  duty,  by  this  act,  which  he  or  she  shall, 
at  any  time,  have  or  keep,  he  or  she  shall,  in  re- 
spect to  such  carriage  or  carriages,  stand  and  be  in 
the  same  predicament  as  persons  by  whom  no  such 
election  shall  have  been  made,  and  shall  incur  the 
like  penalties  and  forfeitures,  as  such  persons  are 
by  this  act  made  liable  to,  for  neglecting  or  omitting 
to  bring,  or  send  and  deliver,  true  and  exact  lists  of 
the  carriages  by  them  respectively  had  or  kept,  and 
paying  the  duties  thereupon  in  manner  herein 
directed 

Sec.  7.  Provided  always^  and  be  it  further 
•nactedj  That  it  shall  be,  at  any  time,  lawful  for 
any  sach  person,  who  shall  have  made  any  such 
election,  aa  aforesaid,  by  notice  in  writing  under 


his  or  her  hand,  sent  to  and  delivered  at  the  same 
office  of  inspection,  where  the  notice  of  such  elec- 
tion shall  have  been  given,  to  revoke  the  said  elec- 
tion ;  after  which  revocation,  he  or  she  shall  stand, 
and  be,  as  to  all  matters  and  things  directed  and 
prescribed  by  this  act,  in  the  same  situation  as  if 
no  such  election  had  been  made. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  fUrther  enacted,  That  the  su- 
pervisors of  the  revenue  shall  have  power,  from 
time  to  time,  to  examine  upon  oath  or  affirmation 
anv  officers  or  persons  employed  under  them  in  the 
collection  and  receipts  of  the  duties  aforesaid. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  wilfully  swear  or  affirm  falsely,  touch- 
ing any  matter  herein  before  required  to  be  veri- 
fied by  oath  or  affirmation,  he  or  she  shall  suffisr 
the  pains  and  penalties  which  bv  law  are  pre- 
scribed for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury ;  and,  if  an 
officer,  shall  forfeit  his  office,  and  be  incapable  of 
afterwards  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  in- 
curred pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  be  divided  and 
distributed,  one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to  the 
use  of  the  person,  who,  if  an  officer  of  inspection, 
shall  first  discover,  if  not  an  officer  of  inspection, 
shall  first  give  information  of  the  cause,  matter, 
or  thing,  whereby  any  of  the  said  penalties  or  foi^ 
feitures  shall  have  been  incurred,  and  as  well  the 
duties  hereby  laid,  as  the  said  fines,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  all  or  any  of  them,  shall  and  may  be 
sued  for,  and  recovered,  in  any  Court  of  the  United 
States,  or  before  any  magistrate,  or  State  Court, 
having  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  and  during 
the  term  of  two  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  6,  1704. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  rece«8  of  the  present  Oongress,  to  cause 
to  be  purchased  or  built  a  number  of  vessels,  to  be 
equipped  as  galleys,  or  otherwise,  in  the  service  of 
the  United  Stotea 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized, 
during  the  recess  of  the  present  Congress,  if  the 
same  shall  appear  to  him  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  United  States,  to  cause  a  number  of 
vessels  not  exceeding  ten,  to  be  built  or  purchased, 
and  to  be  fitted  out,  manned,  armed,  and  equipped, 
as  galleys,  or  otherwise,  in  the  service  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  the  officers  and  men  to  be  on  the  same 
pay  and  to  receive  the  same  subsistence  as  officers 
of  the  same  rank  and  men  are  entitled  to  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
officers  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said 

lleys  or  vessels  be  stationed  in  such  parts  of  the 

nited  Sutes  as  he  maj  direct 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  ^fitriher  enacted,  That  there 
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be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  aforeaaid,  the  sam 
of  eighty  thooaand  dollans  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  any  revenues  of  the  United  States 
which  DOW  are,  or  hereafter,  daring  the  present 
session,  shall  be  provided,  not  being  otherwit^e  ap- 

gropriated.  And  that  the  President  of  tlie  United 
lates  be  authorized  to  tatce  on  loan  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  other  body  politic 
or  corporate,  person  or  persons,  the  ssid  sum  of 
eighty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  reinabursed,  princi- 
pal and  interest,  out  of  the  said  proceeds,  appro- 
priated, as  aforesaid,  according  to  such  contract  or 
contracta  which  shall  be  made  concerning  the 
same. 
Approved,  June  6,  1794. 


An  Act  aotborizinff  a  settlement  of  certain  expenses 
of  the  OommiasioDers  of  Loans. 

Se  it  enacted,  4*^.,  That  the  Commissioners  of 
Loans  in  the  several  States  shall  be  allowed,  in  the 
settlement  of  their  accounts,  such  sums  as  shall 
appear  to  hove  been  neoesaiirily  expended  by  them 
in  the  purchase  of  stationery  for  the  use  of  their 
several  uflBces,  and  also  for  the  hire  of  clerks  to 
assiHt  in  executing  the  duties  of  their  renpective 
offices,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetv-three,  until  the 
lac^t  day  of  the  year  one  thousana  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four,  inclusively. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a  suffi- 
cient sum  of  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  fifteen 
thousand  dallars,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated, to  the  payment  of  such  of  the  expenses 
Defore  mentioned  as  shall  accrue  during  the  pre- 
sent year  and  be  allowed  on  setllemeot  at  the 
Treasury. 

Approved,  June  6,  1794. 


An  Act  layioff  duties  on  licenses  for  selling  wines  and 
foreign  distilled  sph'itaous  liquors  by  retail 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  every  person  who  shall 
deal  in  the  selling  of  wines,  to  be  earned  or  sent 
out  of  the  bouse,  building,  or  place  of  his  or  her 
dwelling,  in  a  less  quantity,  or  in  less  quantities,  at 
one  time,  than  thirty  ffallons,  except  in  the  original 
cask,  case,  box,  or  package,  wherein  the  same  shall 
have  been  imported,  shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and 
hereby  is  declared  to  be,  a  retail  dealer  in  wines, 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act;  and  that  every 
person,  who  shall  deal  in  the  selling  of  any  foreign 
distilled  spirituous  liquors,  to  be  carried  or  sent  out 
of  the  bouse,  building,  or  place  of  his  or  her  dwell- 
ing, in  less  qusntities  than  twenty  gallons,  at  one 
time,  shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and  hereby  is  declared 
to  be  a  retail  dealer  in  foreign  distilled  spirituous 
liquors:  Provided  aJt^aya,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  persons, 
who,  as  keepers  of  taverns,  inns,  or  houses  of  en- 
tertainment, duly  licensed  or  authorized  under  any 
law  of  a  State,  shall  vend  or  sell  really  and  truly 
for  consumption,  within  the  houses,  buildings,  or 
premises,  only,  by  them  respectively  occupied  or 
kept,  aa  taverns,  Inns,  or  other  honaea  of  entertain- 


ment, wines  or  distilled  spiritaous  liquors,  io  vbt* 
soever  quantity,  nor  (o  physicians,  spothcesrieK,  ttt 
geons,  or  chemists,  as  to  any  wines  or  s|Hn!oviii 
liquoni,  which  they  may  use  in  the  preparation  tr 
making  up  of  medicines,  for  sick,  lame,  or  di«ea»d 
persons  only. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  fitrtker  enacted,  Thst  erery 
person,  who,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  SeptraiW 
next,  shall  be  a  retail  dealer  in  wines,  or  foreisi 
distilled  spirituous  liquors,  as  above  described  aR4 
defined,  both,  or  either  of  them,  shall,  beft^re  tbt 
ssid  d  ly,  and  every  person,  who,  after  t^ie  sAid  <br, 
shall  become  or  intend  to  become  saeh  ret^ 
dealer  in  wines  or  foreign  distilled  spiritaoih  li- 
quors, both  or  either  of  them  sball,  before  be  or 
she  shall  begin  to  vend  or  sell  by  retail,  any  wise 
or  wines,  or  foreign  distilled  apirituoos  liqaors  ap- 
ply for  and  obtain,  in  manner  hereinafter  dir«ft<;i 
a  license  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  retsilki^ 
wines  or  foreign  distilled  spirituous  liquons  »*  the 
case  may  be,  that  is  to  say ;  one  license  for  earn- 
ing on  the  buHinass  of  retailing  wines,  and  anniher 
license  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  rtrtsiiir^ 
foreign  distilled  Mpirituoua  liquors;  which  limt^ 
respectively,  shall  be  granted  for  the  term  of  tm 
year  upon  the  payment  of  five  dollars  for  esrn 
license;  and  shall  be  renewed,  yearly,  npoo  t^ 
payment  of  the  like  sum  of  five  dollars  for  ewii 
license.  And  if  any  person  shall,  after  the  »^ 
day,  deal  in  selling  of  wines  or  foreign  dkilU 
spirituous  liquors,  by  retail,  as  above  deseriiKd 
and  defined,  without  having  a  liiteose  therefor, n 
aforesaid,  continuing  in  force,  sneb  penon  siLill 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be  re- 
covered with  costs  of  suit  And  no  saeh  licetM 
shall  be  sufficient  for  the  selling  of  wines  or  fo- 
reign distilled  spirituous  liquors,  by  retail  at  mn 
than  one  place ;  but  any  person,  who  by  color  of 
such  license  shall  sell  any  wines  or  foreigD  dUiM 
spirituous  liquors,  at  more  than  one  plai^  »bi|l  ^ 
deemed  to  be,  in  respect  to  such  of  the  said  sititK 
as  he  or  she  shall  so  sell,  at  more  than  ooepbc«fi 
retail  dealer  therein  without  license,  and  shaH  for* 
fuit  and  pay  the  like  aum  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be  re- 
covered with  costs  of  suit 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  /urther  enacted,  That  itM 
be  the  duty  of  the  Supervisors  of  the  ReresBC 
within  their  respective  districts,  to  grant  Ikef^ 
for  carrying  on  the  said  bnainesaes,  resperUfrif» 
of  retailing  wines  and  foreign  distilled  ifiritiKMH 
liquors,  which  licences  shall  be  marked  or  stiop' 
ed  with  a  mark  or  stamp,  denoting  the  sao  of  tM 
duty  thereupon ;  and  shall  be  signed  by  tbe  Sope^ 
visor  of  the  Revenue,  who  shall  issue  thesioe-o' 
cause  the  same  to  be  issued,  and  shall  be  p^ 
to  any  person,  who  shall  desire  tbe  same  upoo  ap- 
plication made  at  any  office  of  inspection,  for  tiat 
purpose,  in  writing,  specifying  the  name  of  the 
person  for  whom  a  licenae  is  requested,  aod  tbe 
place  or  premises  where  the  business,  for  ^^ 
the  same  is  requested  to  be  carried  on,  and  t^ 
upon  payment  or  tender  to  the  officer  thereof  ^ 
the  sum  or  duty  payable  by  thia  act,  upon  eKo 
license  requested.  And  to  tbe  end  that  ail  P*'' 
sons  carrying  on  or  intending  to  carry  on,  both  or 
either  of  tbe  aaid  buaineaacay  may  obtain  «v 
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Be  and  despatch  the  licenses,  whereof  they  shall 
ipectirelj  stand  in  need,  it  is  hereby  made  the 
ty  of  the  respective  Superrisors  to  prepare  and 
mish  to  the  several  Officers  of  Inspection  acting 
ider  them,  licenses  signed  by  them  with  the  pro- 
r  marks  and  stamps  in  competent  namber,  and 
th  blanks  for  the  names  of  the  persons  for 
bom  they  shall  be  requested,  and  the  places  or 
emises  respectively  where  the  business  or  bnsi- 
sses  for  which  they  are  requested,  is  or  are  to 

carried  on.  And  the  Officer  of  Inspection  to 
!iom  such  application  and  payment,  or  tender  as 
>resaid,  shall  be  made,  shall  forthwith  issue  the 
«n6e  or  licenses  requested,  having  first  filled  the 
ftnks  therein,  and  countersigned  the  same :  Pro^ 
ied  alway*^  That  no  license  shall  be  granted  to 
ly  person  to  sell  wines  or  foreign  distilled  spiritu- 
ifl  liquors,  who  is  prohibited  to  sell  the  same  by 
e  laws  of  any  State. 

Sec  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  du- 
is  aforesaid,  shall  be  received,  collected,  account- 
I  for,  and  paid  under  and  subject  to  the  superin- 
ndence,  control,  and  direction  of  the  Department 

th^  Treasury,  according  to  the  authonties  and 
ities  of  the  respective  officers  thereof. 
Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  fines, 
malties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incurred 
f  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
covered,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
le  Supervisor  of  the  Revenue,  within  whose  dis- 
icC  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall 
ive  been  incurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information, 
le  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
ul  the  other  moiety  thereof,  to  the  use  of  the 
irson,  who,  if  an  Officer  of  Inspection,  shall  first 
scover,  if  other  than  an  Officer  of  Inspection, 
lail  first  inform  of  the  cause,  matter,  or  thing, 
hereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall 
ire  been  incurred,  and  where  the  cause  of  action 
r  complaint  shall  arise  or  accrue  more  than  fifty 
ijles  distant  from  the  nearest  place  by  law  esta- 
lished  for  the  holding  of  a  District  Court  within 
le  district  in  which  the  same  shall  arise  or  ac- 
'ue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may  be  had  before 
ny  Court  of  the  State  holden  within  the  said  dis- 
ict  having  jurisdiction  in  like  cases. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
e  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
id  he  is  hereby  empowered,  to  make  such  allow- 
Qces  for  compensation  to  the  Officers  of  Inspec- 
on  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  afore* 
kid,  and  for  incidental  expenses,  as  he  shidl  Judge 
i&sonable,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  two  and  a 
&lf  per  centum  of  the  total  amount  of  the  said 
ttties  collected. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
^11  continae  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  two 
ctrs,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
nsioD  of  Congress  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  «fune  5,  1794. 


^n  Act  making  farther  prorision  for  aecurioff  and 
collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and  domestic  diatill- 
ed  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas. 

&  it  enactdd,  de.,  That,  in  order  to  fiusilitate 


and  secure  the  collection  of  the  revenue  on  dis- 
tilled spirits,  and  stills,  in  such  States  as  have 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  erected,  and  in  the 
Territories  Northwest  and  South  of  the  river 
Ohio,  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorixed  and  empowered  to 
form  and  erect  such  new  districts  and  survi>y8| 
and  to  make  such  alterations  in  and  additions  to, 
the  several  districts,  and  in  and  to  the  several  sur- 
veys  thereof,  as,  from  time  to  time,  shall  appear 
in  his  judgment  expedient  and  necessary ;  and 
that  it  shall  also  be  lawful  for  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
appoint  such  and  so  many  supervisors,  inspectors 
of  surveys,  and  inspectors  of  ports,  therein  and 
therefor,  as  may  be  found  necessary ;  and  to  as- 
sign to  them  compensations  proportionate  to  those 
heretofore,  or  which  may  hereafter  be,  allowed  to 
the  officers  of  the  revenue:  Provided,  That  if 
the  appointment  of  such  supervisors  and  inspect- 
ors  cannot  be  made  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  the  President  may,  and  he  is  hereby 
empowered  to,  make  such  appointments,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  comroiHsions, 
which  will  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  spi- 
rits which  shall  be  distilled  in  the  United  States, 
in  stills  which  shall  not  have  been  previously  en- 
tered at  some  office  of  inspection,  shall  be  liable, 
together  -  with  the  stills  or  other  vessels  used  in 
the  distillation  thereof,  to  seizure  and  forfeiture. 

Ssa  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  draw- 
back of  the  duty  on  distilled  spirits,  which  shall 
be  exported  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  shall 
be  allowed  upon  any  quantity  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  gallons. 

Ssa  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  to  import  into  the  United  States,  in  the 
same  ship  or  vessel  in  which  they  were  exported, 
any  spirits  distilled  therein,  which  shall  have  been 
previously  exported  therefrom,  on  payment  of  the 
duties  on  spirits,  of  equal  proof,  distilled  in  the 
United  Stat^  and  of  a  sum  equivalent  to  the  du- 
ties established  by  law  upon  the  raw  materials,  from 
whence  they  shall  have  oeen  distilled ;  and  all  such 
importations  shall  be  made  under  the  same  regu- 
lations, and  in  such  manner  as  is  directed  by  law, 
in  regard  to  the  importation  of  foreign  distilled 
spirits. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  on  the  sale  of 
apy  emptied  cask,  vessel,  or  package,  which  has 
been,  or  shall  be,  lawfully  marked,  as  containing 
foreign  or  domestic  distilled  spirits,  wines,  or  teas, 
and  prior  to  the  removal  thereof,  and  to  the  de* 
livery  of  the  same  to  the  purchaser,  the  marks  or 
numbers  which  shall  or  may  have  been  made 
thereon,  by  any  officer  of  inspection,  or  by  any 
person  employed  or  authorized  by  any  such  offi- 
cer, shall  be  defaced,  cut  off;  or  obliterated;  and 
if  any  such  cask,  vessel,  or  package  shall  be  sold, 
removed,  delivered,  or  received,  prior  to  such  de- 
facing, cutting  off;  or  obliterating  being  made, 
every  person  concerned  in  the  purchase,  sale,  or 
delivery,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty 
^doUara. 
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be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  aforeMid,  the  boid 
of  eighty  thousand  doUans  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  any  revenues  of  the  United  States 
which  now  are,  or  hereafter,  during  the  present 
aesHion,  shall  be  provided,  not  being  otherwise  ap- 

Sropriated.  And  that  the  President  of  the  United 
tates  be  authorized  to  taice  on  loan  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  other  body  politic 
or  corporate,  person  or  persons,  the  said  sum  of 
eighty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  reimbursed,  princi- 
pal and  interest,  out  of  the  said  proceeds,  appro- 
priated, as  aforesaid,  according  to  such  contract  or 
contracts  which  shall  be  made  concerning  the 
■ame. 
Approved,  June  5, 1794. 


An  Act  autborizing  a  settlement  of  certain  expenses 
of  the  Commisaioners  of  Loans. 

Be  it  enacted,  j-c,  That  the  Coromiflsioners  of 
Loans  in  the  several  States  shall  be  allowed,  in  the 
settlement  of  their  accounts,  such  sums  as  shall 
appear  to  have  been  neoesaarily  expended  by  them 
in  the  purchase  of  stationery  for  the  use  of  their 
eeveral  ofBces,  and  also  for  the  hire  of  clerks  to 
assiHt  in  executing  the  duties  of  their  respective 
oflices,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetv-three,  until  the 
Wt  day  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four,  inclusively. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a  suffi- 
cient sum  of  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  fifteen 
thouMind  dollars,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated, to  the  payment  of  such  of  the  expenses 
Defore  mentioned  as  shall  accrue  during  the  pre- 
sent year  and  be  allowed  on  setllemeDt  at  the 
Treasury. 

Approved,  June  6,  1794. 


An  Act  laying  duties  on  licenses  for  selling  wines  and 
foreign  distilled  spiritoous  liquors  by  retail. 

Be  it  enacted^  4*^.,  That  every  person  who  shall 
deal  in  the  selling  of  wines,  to  be  carried  or  sent 
out  of  the  house,  building,  or  place  of  his  or  her 
dwelling,  in  a  less  quantity,  or  in  less  quantities,  at 
one  time,  than  thirty  gallons,  except  in  the  original 
cask,  case,  box,  or  package,  wherein  the  same  shall 
have  been  imported,  shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and 
hereby  is  declared  to  be,  a  retail  dealer  in  wines, 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act;  and  that  every 

Serson,  who  shall  deal  in  the  selling  of  any  foreign 
istilled  spirituous  liquors,  to  be  carried  or  sent  out 
of  the  bouse,  building,  or  place  of  his  or  her  dwell- 
ing, in  less  quantities  than  twenty  gallons,  at  one 
time,  shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and  hereby  is  declared 
to  be  a  retail  dealer  in  foreign  distilled  spirituous 
liquors:  Provided  alwaye^  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  persons, 
who,  as  keepers  of  taverns,  inns,  or  houses  of  en- 
tertainment, duly  licensed  or  authorized  under  any 
law  of  a  State,  shall  vend  or  sell  really  and  truly 
for  consumption,  within  the  houses,  buildings,  or 
premises,  only,  by  them  respectively  occupied  or 
kept,  aa  taverns,  inns,  or  other  hooaea  of  entertain- 


ment, wines  or  distilled  spirit  nous  liquors,  in  vitti- 
soever  quantity,  nor  (o  physicians,  apotheeirie>s  (w 
ffeons,  or  chemists,  as  to  any  wines  or  spirit oou 
uquors,  which  thev  may  use  in  the  preparation  «r 
making  up  of  meoicinea,  for  sick,  lame,  or  diseaied 
persons  onlv. 

Sac.  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacteS,  Thst  emy 
person,  who,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  SeptfioHdr 
next,  shall  be  a  retail  dealer  in  wines,  or  fitrnsi 
distilled  spirituous  liquors,  as  above  de(«crib<s)  a(4 
defined,  both,  or  eitiier  of  them,  ahall,  before  tW 
said  d  ly,  and  every  person,  who,  aAer  Uie  »aid  itj, 
shall  become  or  intend  to  become  soeti  nKafl 
dealer  in  wines  or  foreign  distilled  sptritoonH  li- 
quors, both  or  either  of  ibem  shall,  before  be  or 
she  shall  begin  to  vend  or  sell  by  retail,  anj  w'm 
or  wines,  or  foreign  distilled  spirituooa  liqaon.  ap- 
ply for  and  obtain,  in  manner  hereinafter  difwt^ 
a  license  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  ntailk^ 
wines  or  foreign  distilled  spirituous  liquors  as  tne 
case  may  be,  that  is  to  aay ;  one  lieense  for  esnr* 
ing  on  the  business  of  retailing  wines,  and  annthfr 
license  fur  carrying  on  the  busioeas  of  rvtailin» 
foreign  distilled  spirituous  liquors;  wfaicb  Ytftn^ 
respectively,  shall  be  granted  for  the  tenn  of  mm 
year  upon  the  payment  of  &ve  dollars  for  e^rh 
license;  and  shall  be  renewed,  yearly,  npoo  the 
payment  of  the  like  sum  of  five  dollars  for  eNh 
license.  And  if  any  person  ahall,  after  tbe  snA 
da^,  deal  in  selling  of  wines  or  foreign  di^ilU 
spirituous  liquors,  by  retail,  aa  above  deserib^i 
and  defined,  without  having  a  license  therefor, « 
aforesaid,  continuing  in  force,  aneh  person  Nbll 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be  re- 
covered with  costs  of  suit  And  no  such  \htr*^ 
ahall  be  su£Bcient  for  the  selling  of  wines  or  fo- 
reign distilled  spirituous  liquors,  by  retail  at  non 
than  one  place ;  but  any  person,  who  bjr  color  of 
auch  Ticense  shall  sell  any  winee  or  forsigo  d»4J}M 
spirituous  liquors,  at  more  than  one  pises,  sbMli  be 
deemed  to  be,  in  respect  to  such  of  the  said  aitielei, 
as  he  or  she  shall  so  sell,  at  more  than  one  ph€e,i 
retail  dealer  therein  without  license,  and  shall  f<K^ 
fuit  and  pay  the  like  sum  of  fifty  dollare,  to  be  »> 
covered  with  costs  of  suit 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furrier  enacted,  That  it  M 
be  the  duty  of  the  Supervisors  of  tbe  Rereaae, 
within  their  respective  districts,  to  grant  licen^a 
for  carrying  on  the  aaid  buainesaes,  respertivrK 
of  retailing  wines  and  foreign  diatilled  vpiniiMH 
liquors,  which  licenses  shall  be  marked  or  staap* 
ed  with  a  mark  or  stamp,  denoting  the  sqid  o(  i^ 
duty  thereupon ;  and  shall  be  signed  by  tbe  Sop^ 
visor  of  the  Revenue,  who  shall  isaae  the  saoe.  or 
cause  the  same  to  be  issued,  and  shall  be  gi*o(^ 
to  any  person,  who  ahall  desire  tbe  same  apoo  im- 
plication made  at  any  office  of  inapectioo^  for  thit 
purpose,  in  writing,  specifying  the  name  of  tbi 
person  for  whom  a  license  is  requested,  ^^ 
place  or  premises  where  the  business,  for  *^ 
the  same  is  requested  to  be  carried  ooi  and  il^o 
upon  payment  or  tender  to  the  officer  ^^^^ 
the  aum  or  duty  payable  by  this  act,  upon  ^ 
license  requested.  And  to  the  end  that  all  p^' 
sons  canning  on  or  intending  to  carry  on,  botb  or 
either  of  the  said  buainesaes,  may  obtaia  vv 
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se  and  despatch  the  licenses,  whereof  thej  shall 
spectiTely  stand  in  need,  it  is  hereby  made  the 
ity  of  the  respective  Supervisors  to  prepare  and 
mish  to  the  seTeral  Officers  of  Inspection  acting 
ider  them,  licenses  signed  by  them  with  the  pro- 
r  marks  and  stamps  in  competent  number,  and 
th  blanks  for  the  names  of  the  persons  for 
bom  they  shall  be  requested,  and  the  places  or 
emises  respectively  where  the  business  or  busi- 
isses  for  which  they  are  requested,  is  or  are  to 
t  carried  on.  And  the  Officer  of  Inspection  to 
tiom  such  application  and  payment,  or  tender  as 
>re8aid,  shall  be  made,  shall  forthwith  issue  the 
«nse  or  licenses  requested,  having  first  filled  the 
inks  therein,  and  countersigned  the  same  :  PrO' 
ded  alt0ay«,  That  no  license  shall  be  granted  to 
ly  person  to  sell  wines  or  foreign  distilled  spiritu- 
18  liquors,  who  is  prohibited  to  sell  the  same  by 
e  laws  of  any  State. 

Sec  4.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  du- 
!8  aforesaid,  shall  be  received,  collected,  account- 
t  for,  and  paid  under  and  subject  to  the  superin- 
ndence,  control,  and  direction  of  the  Department 
'  th^  Treasury,  according  to  the  authorities  and 
ities  of  the  respective  officers  thereof. 
Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  fines, 
malties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incurred 
f  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
icovered,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
16  Supervisor  of  the  Revenue,  within  whose  dis- 
ict  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall 
&ve  been  incurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information, 
le  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
Mi  the  other  moiety  thereof,  to  the  use  of  the 
erson,  who,  if  an  Officer  of  Inspection,  shall  first 
scover,  if  other  than  an  Officer  of  Inspection, 
lall  first  inform  of  the  cause,  matter,  or  thing, 
hereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall 
ftve  been  incurred,  and  where  the  cause  of  action 
r  complaint  shall  arise  or  accrue  more  than  fifty 
liles  distant  fh)m  the  nearest  place  by  law  esta- 
liflhed  for  the  holding  of  a  District  Court  within 
le  district  in  which  the  same  shall  arise  or  ac- 
'ae,  such  suit  and  recovery  may  be  had  before 
ny  Court  of  the  Stote  holden  within  the  said  dis- 
ict  having  jurisdiction  in  like  cases. 
Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
e  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
Qd  he  is  hereby  empowered,  to  make  such  allow- 
Dces  for  compensation  to  the  Officers  of  Inspec- 
on  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  afore- 
lid,  and  for  incidental  expenses,  as  he  shall  judge 
easonable,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  two  and  a 
&lf  per  centum  of  the  total  amount  of  the  said 
aties  collected. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
ball  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  two 
Mrs,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
^ion  of  Congress  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  June  5, 1794 


^  Act  making  further  provision  for  securing  and 
collecting  the  duties  on  roreign  and  domestic  distill- 
ed spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas. 

Be  it  enacted,  <£&,  That,  in  order  to  fiunlitate 


and  secure  the  collection  of  the  revenue  on  dis- 
tilled spirits,  and  stills,  in  such  States  as  have 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  erected,  and  in  the 
Territories  Northwest  and  South  of  the  river 
Ohio,  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
form  and  erect  such  new  districts  and  surveys, 
and  to  make  such  alterations  in  and  additions  to, 
the  several  districts,  and  in  and  to  the  several  sur* 
veys  thereof,  as,  from  time  to  time,  shall  appear 
in  his  judgment  expedient  and  necessary ;  and 
that  it  shall  akio  be  lawful  for  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
appoint  such  and  so  many  supervisors,  inspectors 
of  surveys,  and  inspectors  of  ports,  therein  and 
therefor,  as  may  be  found  necessary ;  and  to  as- 
sign to  them  compensations  proportionate  to  tho^ 
heretofore,  or  which  may  heroaher  be,  allowed  to 
the  officers  of  the  revenue:  Provided,  That  if 
the  appointment  of  such  supervisors  and  inspect- 
ors  cannot  be  made  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  the  President  may,  and  he  is  hereby 
empowered  to,  make  such  appointments,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  oommissions, 
which  will  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session. 

See.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  spi- 
rits which  shall  be  distilled  in  the  United  States, 
in  stills  which  shall  not  have  been  previously  en- 
tered at  some  office  of  inspection,  shall  be  liable, 
together  •  with  the  stills  or  other  vessels  used  in 
the  distillation  thereof,  to  seisure  and  forfeiture. 

Sxa  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  draw- 
back of  the  duty  on  distilled  spirits,  which  shall 
be  exported  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  shall 
be  allowed  upon  any  quantity  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  gallons. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  to  import  into  the  United  States,  in  the 
same  ship  or  vessel  in  which  they  were  exported, 
any  spirits  distilled  therein,  which  shall  have  been 
previously  exported  therefrom,  on  payment  of  the 
duties  on  spirits,  of  equal  proof,  distilled  in  the 
United  States,  and  of  a  sum  equivalent  to  the  du- 
ties established  by  law  upon  the  raw  materials,  from 
whence  they  shall  have  oeen  distilled ;  and  all  such 
importations  shall  be  made  under  the  same  regu- 
lations, and  in  such  manner  as  is  directed  by  law, 
in  regard  to  the  importation  of  foreign  distilled 
spirits. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  on  the  sale  of 
apy  emptied  cask,  vessel,  or  package,  which  has 
been,  or  shall  be,  lawfully  marked,  a<i  containing 
foreign  or  domestic  distilled  spirits,  wines,  or  teas, 
and  prior  to  the  removal  thereof,  and  to  the  de- 
livery of  the  same  to  the  purchaser,  the  marks  or 
numbers  which  shall  or  may  have  been  made 
thereon,  by  any  officer  of  inspection,  or  by  any 
person  employed  or  authorized  by  any  such  offi- 
cer, shall  be  defaced,  cut  ofi;  or  obliterated ;  and 
if  any  such  cask,  vessel,  or  package  shall  be  sold, 
removed,  delivered,  or  received,  prior  to  such  de- 
lacing,  cutting  off,  or  obliterating  being  made, 
every  person  concerned  in  the  purchase,  sale,  or 
delivery,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sam  of  fifty 
dollars. 
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Sbc.  6.  And  he  itfwrther  enacted^  That  all  stills 
without  heads,  or  other  vessels  that  shall  be  used 
as  stills  in  the  distillation  of  ardent  spirits,  shall 
be  duly  entered  by  the  owner  or  owners  thereof, 
in  the  manner  prescribed  in  and  by  the  second 
section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the 
duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
States,"  passed  on  the  eighth  day  of  Hay,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  un- 
der the  penalty  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
to  be  recovered  and  distributed  as  other  forfeit- 
ures under  this  act,  and  the  act  entitled  '^  An  act 
repealing,  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  du- 
ties heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imported 
from  abroad,  and  laying  others  in  their  stead,  and 
also  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
and  for  appropriating  the  same,"  to  which  this 
is  an  amendment 

Sbc.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  any 
person  or  persons,  who  shall  counterfeit  the  cer- 
tificates for,  or  the  marks  or  numbers  to  be  set 
upon,  any  cask,  vessel,  or  package,  containing 
wines,  teas,  or  foreign  or  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
or  upon  stills,  which  the  ofScers  of  inspection  are 
or  shall  be  authorized  to  make  thereon,  by  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  laws  concerning  the  same,  or 
who  shall  fraudulently  rub  out  or  deface,  prior  to 
drawing  off  or  emptying  the  contents,  any  marks 
or  numbers  set  upon  any  cask  or  package  of  wine 
or  tea,  in  pursuance  of  law,  shall,  for  every  such 
offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollara     * 

Sbc.  8.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  every 
owner  or  worker  of  a  licensed  still,  shall  be  re- 
quired to  make  oath  or  affirmation  previous  to 
any  renewal  of  his  license,  that  he  has  not  distilled 
therein  since  the  commencement  of  the  term 
specified  in  such  license,  excepting  only  during 
the  term  for  which  it  shall  have  been  granted. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the 
several  States,  and  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  South  of  the  river 
Ohio,  to  take  cognizance  of  all  and  trerj  suit  and 
suits,  action  and  actions,  cause  and  causes,  arising 
under  or  out  of  the  laws  for  collecting  a  revenue 
upon  spirits  distilled  in  the  United  States,  and 
upon  stills,  which  may  arise  or  accrue  at  a  greater 
distance  than  fifty  miles  from  the  nearest  place 
established  by  law  for  holding  a  District  Court 

Sbc.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  in 
case  of  the  non-existence  of  an  office  of  inspection 
in  any  county  of  the  United  States,  every  owner 
or  possessor  of  a  still  shall  make  entir  thereof  in 
the  manner  required  by  the  "  Act  (of  the  eighth 
of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two)  concerning  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,"  at  some  other  office  of 
inspection  comprehended  in  the  division  or  survey, 
iQ  which  the  said  still  shall  be ;  and  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  provide  offices  of  inspection  in  special 
cases,  provided  the  expense  thereof  shall  not  ex- 
ceed (en  thousand  dollars. 

Sbc.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  every 


rectifier  of  low  wines,  or  other  distilled  spirits,  lad 
every  distiller  of  cordials  and  strong  wateis  tbe»> 
from,  shall  enter  at  some  office  of  inspection,  al!  or 
any  such  low  wines,  or  other  distilled  spirits,  prior 
to  the  removal  of  them  to  his  distillery  or  recdfr- 
ing  house,  and  prior  to  his  beginning  the  rectify- 
ing, improving,  or  altering  the  quality,  flavor,  or 
proof  tnereof,  under  the  penalty  of  one  handred 
dollars  for  every  cask  of  one  hundred  gallons,  vA 
in  the  same  proportion  for  every  greater  or  les 
quantity. 

Sbc.  12.  And  he  it  further  enaOsd,  That  it  shafl 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  supervisors  and  inspect- 
ors of  the  revenue,  at  their  own  expense,  to  appoint 
deputies  to  aid  them  in  the  execution  of  their  da- 
ties,  in  cases  of  occasional  and  neoessuy  absence, 
or  of  sickness,  and  not  otherwise. 

Sbo.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  authorised  to 
make  such  additional  allowances  for  the  spice  of 
one  year,  and  from  thence  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  to  the  inspectors  and 
collectors  of  revenue  from  distilled  spirits,  for  their 
respective  services  subsequent  to  the  thirtieth  dar 
of  June  next,  as  he  shall  deem  reasonable  tod 
proper,  so  as  that  the  additions  to  be  made  to  the 
said  allowances  shall  not  exceed,  in  the  whoie, 
the  sums  heretofore  allowed,  by  more  than  oik- 
third. 

Sbc.  14.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  froa 
and  after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  no  super- 
visor  or  inspector  of-  the  revenue  of  the  Uoited 
States,  shall  be  concerned  or  interested  ia  toj 
foreign  trade  or  commerce,  in  the  goods  or  mer- 
chandise to  which  the  duties  of  his  office  relate,  or 
in  the  sale  of  any  wines,  distilled  spirits,  or  teas; 
and  if  any  such  supervisor  or  inspect  shall  b; » 
concerned  or  interested,  every  such  person  shall 
be  disqualified  from  holding  such  appointment  dx 
the  term  of  seven  years,  and  shall,  moreorer,  for- 
feit and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  haodred 
dollars,  for  every  month  which  he  or  they  shall  be 
so  interested  in  such  foreign  trade,  or  in  the  sale 
of  wines,  distilled  spirits,  or  teas. 

Sbc.  15.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  tor 
proprietor  of  a  still,  the  capacity  of  which  does  not 
exceed  one  hundred  gallons,  may  be  permitted  to 
enter  such  still,  for  any  term  of  time  less  than  ooe 
year,  and  not  less  than  one  month,  paying  at  the 
same  rate  as  per  month,  any  thing  in  vaj  former 
law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sbc.  16.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  a  per- 
sonal  demand  of  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  of 
any  still,  of  the  duties  due,  or  a  notice  in  writios 
of  the  amount  thereof  left  at  his  dwelling  br  the 
collector,  shall  have  all  the  effect  of  a  dentto^ 
made,  as  required  by  the  twenty-third  sectioo  « 
the  act,  entitied  '*  An  act  repealing  after  the  Itft 
day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  ap<n 
distilled  spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  \mj^ 
others  in  their  stead ;  and  also  upon  spirits  distill* 
ed  within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropnatiiiS 
the  same. 

Sbo.  it.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  j 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  btn 
been  incurred  by  force  of  any  present  or  futoit 
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av  of  the  United  States  for  the  laying,  leTjing, 
nd  collecting  of  any  duties  or  taxes,  other  than 
laties  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  imported, 
nd  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  shall  and 
aaj  be  mitigated  or  remitted  by  the  like  ways  and 
leans,  and  upon  and  under  the  like  conditions,  re- 
alations,  and  restrictions,  as  are  contained,  pre- 
cribed,  authorized,  and  directed,  in  and  by  the 
ct,  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or 
emitting  the  forfeitures  and  penalties  accruing 
(nder  the  revenue  laws  in  certain  cases  therein 
aentioned,"  touching  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
res  incurred  or  accruing  in  relation  to  the  cases 
herein  mentioned;  which  act,  and  every  clause, 
latter,  and  thing  therein  contained,  shall  be  of  like 
irce  and  effect,  for  the  mitigating  or  remitting  of 
ioes,  penaIties^  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  have 
leen  incurred  in  reference  to  said  other  duties  and 
axes,  as  if  the  same  were  repeated  and  re-enacted, 
El  the  several  and  respective  laws  for  laying, 
ivjing,  and  collecting  the  said  other  duties  and 
ues. 

Sec.  18.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
^Qdidal  Courts  of  the  several  States,  to  whom,  by 
his  act,  a  jurisdiction  is  given,  shall  and  may  exer- 
ise  all  and  every  power  in  the  cases  cognizable 
«fore  them,  for  the  purpose  of  obtuning  a  miti- 
lation  or  remission  of  any  fine,  penalty,  or  for- 
eitare  which  may  be  exercised  by  the  Judges  of 
be  District  Courts  in  cases  depending  before  them, 
rhe  said  State  Courts  first  causing  reasonable 
lotice  to  be  given  to  the  person  or  persons  daim- 
Qg  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  and  to  the  at- 
orney,  who  may,  under  warrant  from  the  attorney 
if  the  district,  prosecute  for  the  United  States,  in 
lach  Court,  that  each  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
ihowing  cause  against  the  mitigation  or  remission 
bereot 

Sbc.  19.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
«t,  entitled  "  An  act  repealing  after  the  last  day  of 
fuoe  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled 
ipiiits  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying  others  in 
heir  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits  distilled  within 
he  United  States,  and  for  appropriating  the  same,** 
nd  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  coucerning  duties  on 
pints  distilled  in  the  United  Stotes,'*  shall  extend 
0  and  be  in  full  force  for  the  recovery  and  distri- 
ration  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  herein  con- 
atned,  and  generally  for  the  execution  of  this  act,  as 
pUy  and  effectually,  as  if  every  regulation,  restric- 
ion,  penalty,  provision,  clause,  matter,  and  thing, 
herein  contained,  were  inserted  in  and  re-enacted 
>y  this  present  act,  subject  only  to  the  alterations 
lereby  made. 

Approved,  June  6, 1794. 


^  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States. 

Bb  it  enaetedf  Se,,  That  if  any  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall,  wiChin  the  territory  or  jurisdiction 
^  the  same,  accept  and  exercise  a  commission  to 
*fve  a  foreign  Prince  or  State,  in  war,  by  land  or 
^  the  person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
^  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined,  not  more 


than  two  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  be  imprisoned 
not  exceeding  three  years. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  itfkrther  enacted  and  declared^ 
That,  if  any  person  shall,  within  the  territory  or 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  enlist  or  enter 
himself,  or  hire  or  retain  another  person  to  enlist 
or  enter  himself,  or  to  go  beyond  the  limits  or  ju- 
risdiction of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  be 
enlisted  or  entered  in  the  service  of  any  foreign 
Prince  or  State,  as  a  soldier,  or  as  a  marine  or 
seaman  on  board  of  any  vessel  of  war,  letter  of 
marque,  or  privateer,  every  person  so  offending 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor, 
and  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dol* 
lars,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  three  years : 
Promded,  That  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  any  subject  or  citizen  of  a  foreign  Prince 
or  State  who  shall  transiently  be  within  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  shall,  on  board  of  any  vessel  of 
war,  letter  of  marque,  or  privateer,  which,  at  the 
time  of  its  arrival  within  the  United  States,  was 
fitted  and  equipped  as  such,  enlist  or  enter  himseli^ 
or  hire  or  retwn  another  subject  or  citizen  of  the 
same  foreign  Prince  or  State,  who  is  transiently 
within  the  United  States,  to  enlist  or  enter  him- 
self to  serve  such  Prince  or  State,  on  board  such 
vessel  of  war,  letter  of  marque,  or  privateer,  if  the 
United  States  shall  then  be  at  peace  with  such 
Prince  or  State :  And  provided  further.  That  if  any 
person  so  enlisted  shall  within  thirty  days  after 
such  enlistment,  voluntarily  discover  upon  oath, 
to  some  justice  of  the  peace  or  other  civil  magis- 
trate, the  person  or  persons  by  whom  he  was 
so  enlisted,  so  as  that  he  or  they  may  be  appre- 
hended and  convicted  of  the  said  offence,  such  per- 
son, so  discovering  the  offender  or  offenders,  shall 
be  indemnified  from  the  penalty  prescribed  by  this 
act 

Sec.  8.  And  he  itjurther  enacted  and  declaredy 
That,  if  any  person  shall,  within  any  of  the  ports 
harbors,  bays,  rivers,  or  other  waters  of  the  United 
States,  fit  out  and  arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and 
arm,  or  procure  to  be  fitted  out  and  armed,  or 
shall  knowingly  be  concerned  in  the  furnishing, 
fitting  out,  or  arming  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  with 
intent  that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed 
in  the  service  of  any  foreigpi  Prince  or  State,  to 
cruise  or  commit  hostilities  upon  the  subjects, 
citizens,  or  property  of  another  foreign  Prince  or 
State,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace, 
or  shall  issue  or  deliver  a  commission,  within  the 
territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for 
any  ship  or  vessel,  to  the  intent  that  she  may  be 
employed  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person  so  of- 
fending shall,  upon  conviction,  be  adjudged  guilty 
of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  and  im- 
prisoned at  the  discretion  of  the  Court  in  which 
the  conviction  shall  be  had,  so  as  the  fine  to  be 
imposed  shall  in  no  case  be  more  than  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  term  of  imprisonment  shall 
not  exceed  three  years;  and  every  such  ship  or 
vessel,  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  to- 
gether with  all  materials,  arms,  ammunition,  and 
stores,  which  may  have  been  procured  for  the 
building  or  equipment  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited, 
one-half  to  the  use  of  any  person  who  shall  give 
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information  of  the  offence,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
use  of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  4.  And  he  itjurthsr  enaeted  and  declared^ 
That,  if  anj  person  shall,  within  the  territory  or 
jarisdiction  of  the  United  States,  increase  or  aug- 
ment, or  procure  to  be  increased  or  augmented,  or 
shall  be  knowingly  concerned  in  increasing  or  aug- 
menting, the  force  of  any  ship  of  war,  cruiser,  or 
other  armed  vessel,  which,  at  the  time  of  her  arri- 
Tal  within  the  United  States,  was  a  ship  of  war, 
cruiser,  or  armed  vessel,  in  the  service  of  a  foreign 
Prince  or  State,  or  belonging  to  the  subjects  or 
citizens  of  such  Prince  or  State,  the  same  being 
at  war  with  another  foreign  Prince  or  State,  with 
whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  by  adding 
to  the  number  or  size  of  the  guns  of  such  vessel 
prepared  for  use,  or  by  the  addition  thereto  of  any 
equipment  solely  applicable  to  war,  every  such  per- 
son so  offending  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  and  im- 
prisoned, at  the  discretion  of  the  Court  in  which  the 
conviction  shall  be  had,  so  as  that  such  fine  shall  not 
exceed  one  thousand  dollars,  nor  the  term  of  im- 
prisonment be  more  than  one  year. 

See.  6  And  be  itfwrther  enacted  and  declared^ 
That,  if  any  person  shall,  within  the  territory  or 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  begin  or  set  on 
foot  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for  any  mili- 
tary expedition  or  enterprise,  to  be  carried  on  from 
thence  against  the  territory  or  dominions  of  any  fo- 
reign Prince  or  Sute  with  whom  the  United  States 
are  at  peace,  every  such  person  so  offending,  shall, 
upon  conviction,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  high  mis- 
demeanor, and  shall  suffer  fine  and  imprisonment, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Court  in  which  the  convic- 
tion shall  be  had,  so  as  that  such  fine  shall  not  ex- 
ceed three  thousand  dollars,  nor  the  term  of  im- 
prisonment be  more  than  three  years. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared^ 
That  the  District  Courts  shall  take  cognizance  of 
complaints,  by  whomsoever  instituted,  in  cases  of 
captures  made  within  the  waters  of  the  United 
States,  or  within  a  marine  league  of  the  coasts  or 
shores  thereof. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted  and  declared^ 
That,  in  every  case  in  which  a  vessel  shall  be  fit- 
ted out  and  armed,  or  attempted  so  to  be  fitted  out, 
or  armed,  or  in  which  the  force  of  any  vessel  of 
war,  cruiser,  or  other  armed  vessel,  shall  be  in- 
creased or  augmented,  or  in  which  any  military 
expedition  or  enterprise  shall  be  begun  or  set  on 
foot,  contrary  to  the  prohibitions  and  provisions  of 
this  act ;  and  in  every  case  of  the  capture  of  a 
ship  or  vessel  within  the  jurisdiction  or  protection 
of  the  United  States,  as  above  defined,  and  in  eierj 
case  in  which  any  process  issuing  out  of  any  Court 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  disobeyed  or  resisted 
by  any  person  or  persons  having  the  custody  of 
any  vessel  of  war,  cruiser,  or  other  armed  vessel,  of 
any  foreign  Prince  or  State,  or  of  the  subjects  or 
ottizens  of  such  Prince  or  State,  in  every  such 
case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall 
have  empowered  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  such 
part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United 
SUtes,  or  of  the  miUtia  thereof,  as  shall  be  judged 


necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  powcfvon  o( 
and  detaining  any  such  ship  or  veBsel,  with  ber  prize 
or  prizes,  if  any,  in  order  to  the  execution  of  the  pro- 
hibitions and  penalties  of  this  act,  and  to  the  restor- 
ing such  prize  or  prizes,  in  the  cases  in  which  re- 
storation shall  have  been  adjudged,  and  also  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  carrying  on  of  any  such 
expedition  or  enterprise  from  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  against  the  territories  or  domiaions 
of  a  foreign  Prince  or  State,  with  whom  the  United 
States  are  at  peace. 

Sao.  8.  Arid  be  it  farther  enaeUd  and  declared^ 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  have 
empowered  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  sach  part 
of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  the  militia  thereof,  as  shall  be  necessary,  to  com- 
pel any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  to  depart  the  United 
States,  in  all  cases  in  which,  by  the  laws  of  nations 
or  the  treaties  of  the  United  States,  they  ought  not 
to  remain  within  the  United  States. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing 
in  the  foregoing  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  prosecution  or  punishment  of  treason,  or  any 
piracy  defined  by  a  treaty  or  other  law  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Skc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  and  during  the 
term  of  two  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  6,  1794. 


An  Act  laying  certain  duties  upon  Sonff  and  Refined 

Sugar. 

Be  it  enacted  Se,,  That,  from  and  after  the  thn-- 
tieth  day  of  September  next,  there  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid,  upon  all  snufl^  which,  after  that 
day,  shall  be  manufactured  for  sale  within  tht 
United  States,  at  any  mani^actory,  for  every  pound 
of  snuff,  eight  cents. 

Sec.  2.  AfuL  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  September  next, 
there  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  upon  all  sugar 
which  shall  be  refined  within  the  United  States,  a 
duty  of  two  cents  per  pound. 

See.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  duties 
aforesaid  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  accounted 
for  by  the  same  officers  as  are  provided  by  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  repealing,  after  the  last  day  of 
June  next,  the  duUes  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled 
spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying  others  in 
their  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States,and  for  appropriating  the  same ;" 
subject  to  the  superintendence  and  control  of  the 
Department  of  the  Treasury,  according  to  the 
respective  authorities  and  duties  of  the  officers 
thereof. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  evety 
manufacturer  of  snuff,  who!  shall  be  such,  pre* 
vious  to,  and  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September 
next,  shall,  on  the  same  day,  end  eveiy  mana&c* 
turer  of  snuf^  who  shall  be,  and  become  such, 
after  the  said  day,  shall,  twenty  days,  at  the  least, 
previous  to  commencing  the  business  or  ttade  of 
manufacturing  snuff  tor  salci  make  true  and  ex* 
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et  entry  and  report  in  writing,  at  the  oflSee  of 
riftpection,  which  shall  be  nearest  to  the  house  or 
building  where  he  or  she  shall  carry  on,  or  intend 
o   carry  on  the  business  or  trade  aforesaid,  of 
•Tery  house  or  bailding  where  such  business  or 
rade    shall  be  by  him  or  her  carried  on,  or  in- 
ended  80  to  be,  and  of  every  mill,  specifying  the 
iuiub«r  of  mortars  to  each,  which  he  or  she  shall 
lave  or  keep  therein,  for  the  performing  of  any 
Kocesii,  operation,  matter,  or  thing,  in,  or  about 
he    manufacturing  of  snuff,  and  shall  also  give 
t>ond  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  with 
condition,  that  he  or  she  shall,  and  will,  from  day 
to  d:iy,  enter  in  a  book,  or  on  a  paper  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose,  all  snuff,  which  he  or  she  shall 
manufacture,  or  cause  to  be  manufactured,  and  of 
the   quantities,  from  day  to  day,  by  him  or  her 
sent  out,  or  caused  to  be  sent  out  of  the  house  or 
building,  where  the  same  shall  have  been  manu- 
factured ;  and  shall  and  will,  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  April,  July,  and  October,  in  each  year, 
render  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  the  snuff, 
which   he    or   she    shall    have    manufactured  or 
made,  and  sent  out,  or  caused  or  procured  to  be 
Dinnofuctured,  or  made  and   sent  out,  first  from 
the  time  of  his  or  her  entry  and  report  aforesaid, 
until  the  day  whicK  shall  first  ensue,  of  the  days 
above   mentioned  for  the  rendering  of  such  ac- 
count,   and    thenceforth,    succest>ively,   from    the 
time  when  such  account  ought  to  have  been,  and 
up  to  which,  it  shall  have  tMen  last  rendered,  un- 
til the   day  next  thereafter,  of  the  days  above- 
mentioned  for  the  rendering  of  such  account ;  pro- 
ducing   therewith   the    original    book    or    paper, 
whereon  the  entries,  from  day  to  day,  to  be  made, 
as  aforesaid,  have  been  maoe,  and  shall,  st  the 
time  of  rendering  each  account,  pay  or  secure  the 
duties,  which,  by  this  act,  ought  to  l>e  paid  upon  the 
snuff,  in  the  said  account  mentioned  and  stated : 
And  if  any  such  manufacturer  shall  omit  to  make 
any  snch  entry  or  report,  or  to  give  any  such  bond 
as  h  hereinbefore  directed,  he  or  she  shall  forfeit 
and  lose  every  mill,  together  with  the  mortars  and 
other  utensils  thereto  belonging,  which  he  or  she 
shall  have  or  keep,  for  the  performing  of  anv  pro- 
eesH,  matter,  or  thing,  in,  or  about  the  manuractur- 
ing  of  snuff,  and  shall  also  forfeit  and  py  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dolUrs,  to  be  recovered  with  costs 
of  Huit. 

Sec.  6.  And  b$  it  fwrilieT  enacted^  That  every 
refiner  of  sugar,  who  shall  be  such,  immediately 
before,  and  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September 
next,  shall,  on  the  said  day,  and  every  refiner  of 
sugar,  who  shall  be,  and  become  such,  after  the 
eaid  d.iy,  shall,  twenty  days,  at  the  least,  previous 
to  commencing  the  business  of  refining  sugar, 
make  true  and  exact  entry  and  report  in  writing, 
It  the  office  of  inspection,  which  shall  be  neareat 
to  the  bouse  or  building,  where  he  or  she  shall 
carry  on,  or  intend  to  carry  on,  the  said  business, 
of  every  house  or  building,  where  such  business 
shall  be  by  him  or  her  carried  on,  or  intended  so 
to  be,  and  of  every  pan  or  boiler,  together  with  the 
capacity  of  each,  which  he  or  she  shall  have,  or 
employ,  for  the  purpose  of  refining  sugar,  and  shall 
alao  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  five  thonaind  dol- 


lars, with  condition,  that  he  or  she  shall  and  will 
enter  or  cause  to  be  entered,  in  a  book  or  paper, 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  all  sugar,  which  he 
or  she  shall  refine,  or  cause  to  be  refined,  and  of 
the  quantities,  from  dtiy  to  day,  by  him  or  her 
sent  out,  or  caused  to  be  sent  out  of  the  houne  or 
building,  where  the  same  shall  have  been  refined, 
and  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  April,  July, 
and  October,  in  each  year,  render  a  just  and  true 
account  of  all  the  refined  sugar,  which  he  or  she 
shall  have  sent  out,  or  caused  or  procured  to  be 
eent  out,  from  the  first  time  of  his  or  her  entry, 
and  report  aforesaid,  until  the  doy,  which  shall 
first  ensue,  of  the  days  above  mentioned,  for  the 
rendering  of  such  account;  and  thenceforth,  suc- 
cessively, from  the  time  when  such  account  ought 
to  have  been,  and  up  to  which  it  shall  have  been 
last  rendered,  until  the  day  next  thereafter  of  the 
days  above  mentioned  for  the  rendering  of  such 
account,  producing  and  showing  therewith,  the 
original  book  or  paper,  whereon  the  entries,  from 
day  to  day,  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  have  been 
made ;  ana  he  or  she  shall,  at  the  time  of  rendering 
each  account,  pay  or  secure  the  duties,  which  by 
this  act  ought  to  be  paid  upon  the*  refined  sngar  in 
the  said  account  mentioned.  And  if  any  such  re* 
finer  shall  omit  to  make  any  such  entry  or  report, 
he  or  she  shall  forfeit,  and  lose  every  pan  or  boiler 
which  he  or  she  shall  have,  and  use,  for  the  purpose 
of  refining  sngar,  and  shall  also  forfeit  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of 
suit 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
such  manufacturer  of  snuff  shall,  yeorly,  being 
thereunto  required  by  an  oflScer  of  inspection, 
make  oath  or  aflSrmation,  according  to  the  best  of 
his  or  her  knowledge  and  belief,  that  the  accounts 
which  have  been  by  him  or  her  rendered,  of  the 
quantities  of  snuff  by  him  or  her  manufactured  or 
made,  and  sent  out,  or  caused  or  procured  to  be 
manufactured  or  made,  and  sent  out,  have  been,  and 
are,  just  and  true. 

Sec  1,  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
refiner  of  sugar  shall,  yearly,  being  thereunto  re- 
quired by  an  ofilcer  of  inspection,  make  oath  or 
affirmation,  according  to  the  best  of  his  or  her 
knowledge  and  belief,  that  the  accounts  which  have 
been  by  him  or  her  rendered,  of  the  quantities  of 
refined  sugar  by  him  or  her  sent  out  of  the  house 
or  building,  where  the  same  shall  have  been  manu- 
factured, or  procured,  or  caused  so  to  be  sent  out, 
have  been  just  and  true. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  knowingly,  and  with  design,  falsely 
swear  or  affirm,  tonching  any  of  the  matters  herein 
before  required  to  be  verified  by  oath  or  affirmation, 
he  or  she  shall  bo  deemed  guilty  of  wilful  and  cor- 
rupt peijury. 

Ssa  9.  And  be  it  fiurther  enacted,  That  every 
mannfiusturer  of  snuff  and  every  refiner  of  sugar, 
shall,  at  each  time  of  rendering  an  account,  as 
herein  before  required,  make  a  true  and  particular 
report  of  the  engines,  implements,  and  utensils,  of 
the  several  descriptions  herein  before  mentioned, 
which  he  or  she,  at  any  time  since  that  of  render- 
ing his  or  her  last  account,  hath  used  or  kept,  and 
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8b&ll  then  have,  use,  or  keep,  for  carrying  on  his  or 
her  trade  or  business,  on  pain  of  forfeiting,  for  each 
and  every  neglect  or  omission,  all  such  engines, 
implements,  and  utensils,  together  with  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  sosts  of 
suit 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  eruteted.  That  all 
■nuff  and  refined  sugar,  which  shall  have  been 
manufactured  or  made  within  the  United  States,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  after  the  said  thirtieth  dav  of 
September  next,  whereof  the  duties  aforesaid  have 
not  been  duly  paid  or  secured,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  shall,  upon  default 
being  made  in  the  paying  or  securing  of  the  said 
duties,  be  forfeited,  and  shall  and  may  be  seized,  as 
forfeited,  by  any  officer  of  the  inspection  or  of  the 
customs. 

Sbc.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  every  such  manufacturer  of 
•nuff,  or  refiner  of  sugar,  at  his  or  her  option, 
either  to  pay,  upon  the  rendering  of  his  or  her 
account,  as  aforesaid,  the  duties  which  shall  thereby 
appear  to  be  due  and  payable,  with  a  deduction  or 
abatement  of  six  per  cent  for  prompt  payment, 
or  to  give  bondi  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the 
aatisfaction  of  the  officer  of  inspection,  to  whom 
such  account  shall  be  rendered,  for  the  payment 
of  the  said  duties  at  the  expiration  of  nine  months 
thereafter :  Provided,  That  no  person,  whose 
bond  for  any  of  the  said  duties  shall  remain  un- 
paid, beyond  the  term  allowed  for  the  payment 
thereof,  shall  be  entitled  to  future  credit  for  any  of 
the  said  duUea,  so  long  as  such  bond  shall  remain 
unpaid. 

SBC.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  September 
next,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid  (in 
addition  to  the  duties  now  payable  thereupon) 
upon  all  manufactured  tobacco  or  snuff,  and  upon 
all  refined  sugar,  which,  after  the  said  day,  shall  be 
imported  into  the  United  States,  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place,  the  following  rates  and  duties,  to  wit : 

Upon  tobacco,  four  cents  per  pound. 

Upon  snuff,  twelve  cents  per  pound. 

Upon  refined  sugar,  four  cents  per  pound. 

Which  duties  shall  be  collected  in  the  same 
manner,  by  the  same  officers,  under  the  like  regu- 
lations, and  subject  to  the  like  pains,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  as  now  are  collected  the  duties  hereto- 
fore laid  upon  the  said  articles  respectively ;  'the  act 
and  acta  concerning  which  are  hereby  declared  to 
be,  and  shall  be  in  as  full  force,  for  the  collection  of 
the  additional  duties  hereby  paid,  as  if  the  said  act 
and  acta  were  herein  particularly  recited  and  re- 
peated. 

Ssa  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  next, 
no  refined  loaf  or  lump  sugar  shall  be  imported 
into  the  United  States,  from  any  foreign  port  or 
place,  except  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  burden  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  and  upwards,  and  in 
casks  or  packages  containing,  each,  not  less  than 
six  hundred  pounds,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  said 
ships  or  vessels,  ana  the  loaf  and  lump  sugar  im- 
ported therein,  except  in  such  casks  or  packages  as 
aforesaid. 


Sec.  14.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  froa 
and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next^  no 
drawback  of  the  duties  from  any  manuliictared 
tobacco,  or  snuQ  or  refined  sugar,  shall  hare  been 
imported  into  the  United  States  from  any  foreiga 
port  or  place,  shall  be  allowed,  bat  the  duties 
hereby  laid  upon  snuff  manufactured  withio  the 
United  States,  and  sugar  refined  within  the  ause, 
shall  and  may  be  drawn  back  upon  all  such  of  the 
said  snuff  manufactured  within  the  United  Stites 
and  upon  all  such  of  the  said  sugar  refined  vitfaia 
the  United  States,  after  the  said  thirtieth  dir  of 
September  next,  which,  after  the  said  dxy,  ^j  be 
exported  from  the  United  States  to  any  furei^ni  port 
or  place ;  and  adding  to  the  drawback  upon  Mgw 
so  exported,  three  cents  per  pound,  on  aecoont  of 
duties  paid  upon  the  importation  of  nw  togir. 
Provididi  That  no  drawback  shall  be  allowed  on  the 
exportation  of  either  of  the  said  articles  in  any  in- 
stance where  the  same  shall  amount  to  less  tbaa 
twelve  dollars. 

SEa  15.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Thtt,  io  or- 
der to  entitle  the  exporter  or  exporters  to  the 
benefit  of  the  said  allowances,  he,  she,  or  thcj 
shall,  previous  to  the  putting  or  lading  any  of  the 
said  snuff  or  refined  sugar  on  board  of  any  ship 
or  veswl  for  exportation,  give  six  hours*  notice  at 
the  least,  to  the  proper  officer  of  inspection  of  the 
port  from  which  the  said  snuff  or  sugar  shall  be 
intended  to  be  exported,  of  his,  her,  or  their  inten- 
tion to  export  tne  same,  and  of  the  number  of 
packages  containing  the  same,  and  the  respectire 
marks  thereof,  and  the  place  or  places  where  de- 
posited, and  of  the  place  to  which,  and  ship  or 
▼OHsel  in  which  they  or  either  of  them  shall  be 
so  intended  to  be  exported.  Whereupon,  it  shal! 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  officer  to  inspect,  by  hio- 
self  or  deputy,  the  packages  so  notified  for  export- 
ation,  ana  the  ssme,  after  such  iospeetion,  sbil 
be  laden  on  board  the  same  ship  or  vessel,  of  wrbick 
notice  shall  have  been  given,  and  in  the  preMoee 
of  the  same  officer  or  his  deputy,  who  siiall  bare 
inspected  the  same ;  which  officer,  after  the  same 
shall  have  been  so  laden  on  board,  shall  certify  te 
the  Collector  of  the  District^  the  qoantity  and 
particulars  of  the  article  or  articles  so  laden  for 
exportation. 

Sec.  16.  Provided  neoorthOm,  and  U  ^ 
further  enacted.  That  the  said  allowance  abill 
not  be  made,  unless  the  said  exporter  or  exporte^  j 
shall  make  oath  or  affirmation,  that  the  said  snaf 
or  sugar  so  noticed  for  exportation  and  laden  on 
board  such  ship  or  vessel,  are  truly  intended  to  be 
exported  to  the  place,  whereof  notice  shall  baft 
been  given,  and  are  not  intended  to  be  relaodtd 
within  the  United  States,  and  that  be  or  she 
doth  verily  believe  that  the  duties  thereopot 
charged  by  this  act,  have  been  duly  paid  or  se 
cured  to  be  paid ;  and  shall  also  give  bond  to  tbt 
Collector,  with  two  sureties,  one  of  whom  sbill 
be  the  master,  or  other  person  having  the  cobh 
mand  or  charge  of  the  ship  or  vessel  in  wbia 
the  said  snuff  or  sugar  shall  be  intended  to  be  ex- 
ported ;  the  other,  such  sufficient  person  as  shaD 
be  approved  by  the  said  Collector,  io  the  m 
valued  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  Colleelor, « 
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aet  entry  and  report  in  writing,  ftt  the  office  of 
inspection,  which  shall  be  nearest  to  the  hoase  or 
building  where  he  or  she  ahall  carry  on,  or  intend 
to   carry  on   the  basineas  or  trade  aforesaid,  of 
erery  hoase  or  bailding  where  such  business  or 
trade  shall  be  by  him  or  her  carried  on,  or  in- 
tended so  to  be,  and  of  every  mill,  specifying  the 
number  of  mortars  to  each,  which  he  or  she  shall 
have  or  keep  therein,  for  the  performing  of  any 
process,  operation,  matter,  or  thing,  in,  or  about 
the   manufacturing  of  snuff,  and  shall  also  give 
bond  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  with 
condition,  that  he  or  she  shall,  and  will,  from  day 
to  day,  enter  in  a  book,  or  on  a  paper  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose,  all  snuff,  which  ho  or  she  shall 
manufacture,  or  cause  to  be  manufactured,  and  of 
the  quantities,  from  day  to  day,  by  him  or  her 
sent  out,  or  caused  to  be  sent  out  of  the  house  or 
building,  where  the  same  shall  have  been  manu- 
factured ;  and  shall  and  will,  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  April,  July,  and  October,  in  each  year, 
render  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  the  snuff, 
which   he    or    she    shall    have    manufactured   or 
made,  and  sent  out,  or  caused  or  procured  to  be 
manafiictured,  or  made  and   sent  out,  first  from 
the  time  of  his  or  her  entry  and  report  aforesaid, 
until  the  da^  whicK  shall  first  ensue,  of  the  days 
abiive   mentioned  for  the  rendering  of  such  ac- 
count,   and    thenceforth,    successively,   from    the 
time  when  such  account  ought  to  have  been,  and 
up  to  which,  it  shall  have  Men  last  rendered,  un- 
til the  day  next  thereafter,  of  the  days  above- 
mentioned  for  the  rendering  of  such  account ;  pro- 
ducing   therewith   the    onsinal    book    or   paper, 
whereon  the  entries,  from  dav  to  day,  to  be  made, 
as  aforesaid,  have  been  made,  and  shall,  at  the 
time  of  rendering  each  account,  pay  or  secure  the 
duties,  which,  by  this  act,  ought  to  be  paid  upon  the 
snuff,  in  the  said  account  mentioned  and  stated : 
And  if  any  such  manufacturer  shall  omit  to  make 
any  such  entry  or  report,  or  to  give  any  such  bond 
as  i^  hereinbefore  directed,  he  or  she  shall  forfeit 
and  lose  every  mill,  together  with  the  mortars  and 
other  utensils  thereto  belonging,  which  he  or  she 
shall  have  or  keep,  for  the  performing  of  anv  pro- 
ceHis  matter,  or  thing,  in,  or  about  the  manuuustur- 
ing  of  snuff,  and  shall  also  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs 
of  Huit 

Sec.  h.  And  he  it  farther  enaetedj  That  every 
refiner  of  sugar,  who  shall  be  such,  immediately 
before,  and  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September 
next,  shall,  on  the  said  day,  and  every  refiner  of 
sngnr,  who  shall  be,  and  become  such,  after  the 
said  d:ty,  shall,  twenty  days,  at  the  least,  previous 
to  commencing  the  business  of  refining  sugar, 
m:ike  true  and  exact  entry  and  report  in  writing, 
at  the  office  of  inspection,  whWh  shall  be  nearest 
to  the  house  or  building,  where  he  or  she  shall 
carry  on,  or  intend  to  carry  on,  the  said  business, 
of  every  house  or  building,  where  such  business 
shalt  be  by  him  or  her  carried  on,  or  intended  so 
to  be,  and  of  every  pan  or  boiler,  together  with  the 
capacity  of  each,  which  he  or  she  shall  have,  or 
employ,  for  the  purpose  of  refining  sugar,  and  shall 
also  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  five  tbonaind  dol- 


lars, with  condition,  that  he  or  she  shall  and  will 
enter  or  cause  to  be  entered,  in  a  book  or  pnper, 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  all  sugar,  which  he 
or  she  shall  refine,  or  cause  to  be  refined,  and  of 
the  quantities,  from  day  to  day,  by  him  or  her 
sent  out,  or  caused  to  be  sent  out  of  the  house  or 
building,  where  the  same  shall  have  been  refined, 
and  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  April,  July, 
and  October,  in  each  year,  render  a  just  and  true 
account  of  all  the  refined  sugar,  which  he  or  she 
shall  have  sent  out,  or  caused  or  procured  to  be 
sent  out,  from  the  first  time  of  his  or  her  entry, 
and  report  aforesaid,  until  the  day,  which  shall 
first  ensue,  of  the  days  above  mentioned,  for  the 
rendering  of  such  account;  and  thenceforth,  suc- 
cessively, from  the  time  when  such  account  ought 
to  have  been,  and  up  to  which  it  shall  have  been 
last  rendered,  until  the  day  next  thercHfter  of  the 
days  above  mentioned  for  the  rendering  of  such 
account,  producing  and  showing  therewith,  the 
original  book  or  paper,  whereon  tlie  entries,  from 
day  to  day,  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  have  been 
made ;  and  he  or  she  shall,  at  the  time  of  rendering 
each  account,  pay  or  secure  the  duties,  which  by 
this  act  ought  to  be  paid  upon  the*  refined  sugar  in 
the  said  account  mentioned.  And  if  any  such  re- 
finer  shall  omit  to  make  any  such  entry  or  report, 
he  or  she  shall  forfeit,  and  lose  every  pan  or  builer 
which  he  or  she  shall  have,  and  use,  for  the  purpose 
of  refining  sugar,  and  shall  also  forfeit  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of 
suit. 

SEa  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
such  manufacturer  of  snuff  shall,  yearly,  being 
thereunto  required  by  an  oflScer  of  inspection, 
make  oath  or  affirmation,  according  to  the  best  of 
his  or  her  knowledge  and  belief,  that  the  accounts 
whKh  have  been  by  him  or  her  rendered,  of  the 
quantities  of  snuff  by  him  or  her  manufactured  or 
made,  and  sent  out,  or  caused  or  procured  to  be 
manufactured  or  made,  and  sent  out,  have  been,  and 
are,  just  and  true. 

Sec  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
refiner  of  sugar  shall,  yearly,  being  thereunto  re- 
quired by  an  officer  of  inspection,  make  oath  or 
affirmation,  according  to  the  best  of  his  or  her 
knowledge  and  belief,  that  the  accounts  wrhich  have 
been  by  him  or  her  rendered,  of  the  quantities  of 
refined  sugar  by  him  or  her  sent  out  of  the  house 
or  building,  where  the  same  shall  have  been  manu- 
factured, or  procured,  or  caused  so  to  be  sent  out, 
have  been  just  and  true. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  knowingly,  and  with  design,  fiilsely 
swear  or  affirm,  touching  any  of  the  matters  herein 
before  required  to  be  verified  by  oath  or  affirmation, 
he  or  she  shall  bo  deemed  guilty  of  wilful  and  cor- 
rupt peijury. 

Ssa  9.  And  he  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  every 
manufacturer  of  snuff  and  every  refiner  of  sugar, 
shall,  at  each  time  of  rendering  an  account,  as 
herein  before  required,  make  a  true  and  particular 
report  of  the  engines,  implements,  and  utensils,  of 
the  several  descriptions  herein  before  mentioned, 
which  he  or  she,  at  any  time  since  that  of  render- 
ing hia  or  her  Uist  aeeonnt,  hath  used  or  kept,  and 
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Sea  22.  And  h€  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
eet>8ion  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  5,  1794. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  "Act  for  making  further 
and  more  (Effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  Statea.'* 

Be  it  enacted,  Ae,,  That  if  any  commissioned 
ofBcer  in  the  troops  of  the  United  States  shall, 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  die,  by 
reason  of  wounds  received  in  actual  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  leave  a  widow,  or,  if  no 
widow,  shall  leave  a  child  or  children,  under  age, 
such  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  such  child  or  chil- 
dren, shall  be  entitled  to,  and  receive  the  half  of 
the  monthly  pay,  to  which  the  deceased  was  enti- 
tled, at  the  time  of  hiflitieath,  for  and  during  the 
term  of  five  years:  And  in  case  of  the  death  or 
intermarriage  of  sbch  widow,  before  the  expiration 
of  the  said  term  of  five  years,  the  half-pay,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  term,  shall  go  to  the  child  or 
children  of  such  deceased  officer,  while  under  the 
age  of  sixteen  years;  and,  in  like  manner,  the 
allowance  to  the  child  or  children  of  such  deceased, 
where  there  is  no  widow,  shall  be  paid  no  longer 
than  while  there  is  a  child  or  children  under  the 
age  aforesaid:  Provided,  That  no  greater  sum 
shall  be  allowed,  in  any  case,  to  the  widow,  or  to 
the  child  or  children  of  any  officer,  than  the  half 
pay  of  a  lieutenant-colonel. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Army  be  in  future  paid  in  such  manner  that  the 
arrears  shall  at  no  time  exceed  two  months. 

Skc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  to  such 
of  the  troops  as  are  or  may  be  employed  on  the 
frontiers,  and  under  such  special  circumstances  as, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  m:iy  require  an  augmentation  of  some  parts 
of  their  rations,  the  President  be  authorized  to 
direct  such  augmentation  as  he  may  judge  neces- 
sary, not  cxc^ing  four  ounces  of  bread,  two 
ounces  of  flour,  and  half  a  gill  of  rum  or  whiskey, 
in  addition  to  each  ration,  and  half  a  pint  of  salt  to 
one  hundred  rations. 

Approved,  June  7,  1794. 


An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  f<ir  the  es^tabliahment  and 
support  of  Ligbt-houaei,  Beacons,  Buoys,  and  Public 
Piers. 

Be  it  enacted,  Se ,  That  the  act,  entitled  '*  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  establishment 
and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoyit,  and 
public  pierrt,"  be,  and  the  same  U  hereby,  continued 
in  force,  until  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  so  far  as  the  same 
provides  for  defraying  the  necessary  expense  of 
supporting  light-honse<i,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public 
piers,  and  ttie  stakeage  of  channels  on  the  sea* 
coast 

Approved,  June  7,  1794. 


An  Act  laying  additional  Duties  oo  Gkx>da,  Wares,  and 

Merchaodifie,  imported  into  thfe  United  ScaIcsl 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,,  That,  from  and  after  the  last 
day  of  June,  instan^  there  shall  be  levied,  coUecfc- 
ed,  and  paid,  upon  the  following  articlea»  imported 
into  the  United  States,  in  ships  or  Tesaels  of  the 
United  States,  the  several  duties  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, over  and  above  the  duties  now  payable  by 
law,  viz: 

On  coffee,  clayed  or  lump  sugar,  per  pound,  one 
cent 

On  cocoa,  per  pound,  two  cents. 

On  cheese,  per  pound,  three  cents. 

On  boots,  per  pair,  twenty- five  centa 

On  shoes  and  slippers  for  men  and  wonnen,  and 
on  clogs  and  golosboes,  per  pair,  five  centa 

On  shoes  and  slippers  for  children,  per  pair, 
three  cents. 

On  coal,  per  bushel,  one  half  a  cent 

On  millinery,  ready  made,  artificial  flowers, 
feathers,  and  other  ornaments  for  women's  head- 
dresses, and  on  dolls,  dressed  and  undressed,  5  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

On  cast,  slit,  and  rolled  iron,  and  generally  oo 
all  manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  tin,  pewter,  copper, 
brass,  or  of  which  either  of  those  metals  is  the  ar- 
ticle of  chief  value,  not  being  otherwise  paitica- 
larly  enumerated,  (brass  and  iron  wire.  lock\ 
hinges,  hoea,  anvils,  and  vices^  excepted,)  5  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

On  carpets  and  carpeting,  6  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  leather,  tanned  or  tawed,  and  generally  all 
manufactures  of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  in  the 
article  of  chief  value,  not  otherwise  particolarly 
enumerated,  5  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  medicinal  drugs,  except  those  oommooly  iis«d 
in  dying,  5  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  mats  and  fioor  cloths,  5  per  cent  ad  valoren. 

On  hats,  caps,  and  bonnets,  of  every  sort,  5  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

On  gloves,  mittens,  stockings,  &na,  buttons,  and 
buckles,  of  ev&ry  kind,  6  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  sheathing  and  cartridge  paper,  6  per  cent 
ad  valorem. 

On  all  powders,  pastes,  ball,  balsama,  ointments, 
oils,  waters,  washes,  tinctures,  essences,  or  other 
preparations  or  compositions,  commonly  called 
sweet  scents,  or  odors,  perfumes,  or  cosmetics,  and 
on  all  dentifrice,  powders,  or  preparations,  lor  tiia 
teeth  or  gums,  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  gold,  silver,  or  plated  wares,  gold  and  silver 
lace,  jewelr}',  and  paste  work,  clocks  and  watchesi 
and  the  parts  of  either,  5  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  groceries,  to  wit:  cinnamon,  doves,  raaoe, 
nutmegs,  ginger,  aniseed,  currants,  dates;,  prunes, 
raisins,  sugar-candy,  oranges,  lemons,  liuiesi  and 
generally  all  fruits  and  comfits,  olives,  capers, 
pickles  of  every  sort,  oil,  and  mustard  io  flour,  6 
per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  all  marble,  slate,  or  other  stone,  on  bridc% 
tiles,  tables,  mortars,  and  other  stone,  and  gene- 
rally on  all  glass,  except  window  glass,  and  on  aD 
stone  and  earthen  ware,  6  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  cabinet  wares,  and  all  manutactaras  of  wood, 
or  of  which  wood  is  the  material  of  chief  valna,  ft 
per  cent  ad  valorem.   . 
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On  all  manufactures  of  cotton  or  linen,  or  of 
ntislins  of  cotton  and  linen,  or  of  which  cotton  or 
inen  is  the  material  of  chief  Talue,  heing  printed, 
itained,  or  colored,  6  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  carriages,  and  parts  of  carriages,  4i  per 
sent,  ad  valorem. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after 
the  said  last  day  of  June,  instant,  there  shall  he 
laid,  levied,  and  collected,  in  addition  to  the  pre- 
lent  duty  thereupon,  a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  ad  lalorem  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, which,  if  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  are  now  chargeahle,  hv  law, 
with  a  duty  of  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem. 

Sbc.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
foarth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ''  An  act  for  rais- 
ing a  farther  sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned,"  whereby  an  additional  duty  of  two  and  a 
half  per  cent.  fl[d  valorem,  was  laid  upon  certain 
eoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  be,  and  the  same 
IS  hereby,  continued  in  force,  until  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven. 

SEa  4.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  an 
addition  of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the 
several  rates  of  duties,  above  specified  and  im- 
posed, ni  respect  to  all  ^ods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, which,  after  the  said  last  day  of  June,  instant, 
shall  be  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the 
United  States. 

Sea  5.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  all 
duties  which  shall  be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid, 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  returned  or  dis- 
charged, in  respect  to  all  such  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  whereupon  they  shall  have  been  so 
paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  as  within  twelve  esX- 
endar  months  after  payment  made  or  security 
given,  shall  beexportea  to  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
except  one  per  centum  on  toe  amount  of  the  said 
duties,  whicn  shall  be  retained,  as  an  indemnifica- 
tion for  whatever  expense  may  have  accrued  con- 
cerning the  same. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  fkrther  enacted.  That  the  act, 
entitled  ''  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  bv  law  on 
ffoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  ves- 
•els,**  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  ftiU  force  for  the 
eolleetion  of  the  duties  specified  and  laid  in  and 
by  this  act,  and  generally  for  the  execution  there- 
of, as  fully  and  eflfectualljr  as  if  every  regulation, 
testriction,  penalty,  provision,  clause,  matter,  and 
thing,  therein  contained,  had  been  herein  re-in- 
•ertM  and  re-enacted. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to,  or  afiect 
the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  prohibiting  for  a  limited 
time  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  encouraging  the  importation  of  the  same." 

*  Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
ihall  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
lind  no  longer. 
Approved,  June  7, 1794. 

3d  Gov. 


An  Act  concerning  Invalida 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to 

6 lace  upon  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners  of  the 
nited  States  all  persons  who  have  been  returned 
as  such  by  the  Juages  of  the  several  Districts,  un- 
der the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty -eighth  of 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-three, entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  invalid  pensions,  and  who,  by  leeal  proofs,  are 
by  him  found  to  come  clearly  within  the  provi- 
sions of  the  said  act,  and  are  reported  as  having 
complete  evidence  of  their  claims  in  the  report  of 
the  said  Secretary  upon  that  subject,  made  to 
Congress  the  twenty-nfth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-four ;  and  all  per- 
sons placed,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  on  the  list  ot  in- 
valid pensioners,  shall  receive  such  sums  as  the 
returns  of  the  District  Judges  have  respectively 
specified,  and  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  in- 
valid pensioners  are  paid,  who  have  been  hereto- 
fore luaced  on  the  list:  Provided,  That  ever^ 
commissioned  officer  who  shall,  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  be  placed  on  the  pension  list  as  entitled  to  a 
sum  less  than  a  full  pension,  shall  receive  such 
pension  only  upon  compliance  with  the  same  rule 
respecting  a  return  of  tne  commutation  which  he 
may  have  received,  as  is  provided  for  in  the  case 
of  Captain  David  Cook,  oy  an  act  of  Congress, 
passea  December  the  sixteenth,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-one. 
Approved,  June  7,  1794. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  •^  An  act  to 
promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  all  suits,  actions,  pro- 
cess, and  proceedings,  heretofore  had  in  any  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  States,  under  an  act 
passed  the  tenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts," 
which  may  have  been  set  aside,  suspendedf  or 
abated,  by  reason  of  the  repeal  of  the  said  act, 
may  be  restored,  at  the  instance  of  the  plaintiff  or 
defendant,  within  one  year  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act^  in  the  said  Courts,  to  the  same 
situation  in  which  they  may  have  been  when 
they  were  so  set  aside,  suspended,  or  abated ;  and 
that  the  parties  to  the  saia  suits,  actions,  process, 
or  proceedings,  be,  and  are  hereby  entitled  to  pro- 
ceed in  such  cases  as  if  no  such  repeal  of  the  act 
aforesaid  had  taken  place : .  Provided  ahoaye, 
That,  before  any  order  or  proceeding,  other  than 
that  for  continuing  the  same  suits,  after  the  rein- 
stating thereof,  shall  be  entered  or  had,  the  de- 
fendant or  plaintiff,  as  the  case  may  be,  against 
whom  the  same  may  have  been  reinstated,  shall 
be  brought  into  Court  by  summons,  attachment, 
or  such  other  proceeding,  as  ib  used  in  other  cases 
for  oompellinff  the  appearance  of  a  party. 

Approved  June  7,  1794. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable 
the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Vtr^aia  Line  on 
Gontineatal  EsUblishment  to  obtain  titles  to  certain 
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lands  lyiojif  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  between 
the  Little  Miami  and  Sciota. 

Be  it  enacted^  &e.^  That  all  and  every  officer  and 
soldier  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Continental  Estab- 
lishment, his  or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  entitled  to 
bounty  lands  on  the  Northwest  side  of  the  river 
Ohio,  between  the  Sciota  and  Little  Miami  rivers, 
by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  included 
in  the  terms  of  cession  of  the  said  State  to  the 
United  States,  shall,  on  producing  the  warrant,  or 
a  certified  copy  thereof,  and  a  certificate,  under 
the  seal  of  the  office  where  the  said  warrants  are 
legally  kept,  that  the  same  or  a  part  thereof  re- 
mains unsatisfied,  and,  on  producing  the  survey, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  Virginia,  for  the  tract  or 
tiucts  to  which  he  or  they  may  be  entitled,  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War,  such  officer  and  soldier,  his  or  their  heirs  or 
assigns,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  a  patent 
for  the  same  from  the  President  of  the  united 
States ;  any  thing  in  any  former  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding :  Provided,  That  no  letters  patent 
shall  be  issued  for  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than 
shall  appear  to  remain  due  on  such  warrant ;  and 
that  be^re  the  seal  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
affixed  to  such  letters  patent,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  War  shall  have  endorsed  thereon 
that  the  grantee  therein  named,  or  the  person  under 
whom  he  claims,  was  originally  entitled  to  such 
bounty  lands;  and  every  such  letters  patent  shall 
be  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  a 
minute  of  the  date  thereof,  and  the  name  of  the 
grantee  shall  be  entered  of  record  in  his  office,  in 
a  book  to  be  specially  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Approved,  June  9,  1794. 

An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  o^ 
the  State  of  Maryland,  passed  the  twenty-eighth  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  fur  the  appointment  of  a  Health  Officer. 

Be  it  enacted^  dte,,  That  the  consent  of  Congress 
be,  and  is  hereby  granted  and  declared  to  the  ope- 
ration of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ma- 
ryland, passed  the  twenty-eighth  of  December, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  en- 
titled **  An  act  to  appoint  a  Health  Officer  for  the 
port  of  Baltimore,  in  Baltimore  county,^  so  far  as 
to  enable  the  State  aforesaid  to  collect  a  duty  of 
one  cent  per  ton  on  all  vessels  coming  into  the 
district  of  Baltimore  from  a  foreign  vcyage,  for 
the  purposes  in  the  said  act  intended. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  to  the  end  of  the  next 
Mssion  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  9,  1794. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  certain  purposes 

tnerein  expressed. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  there  be  appropriated 
for  the  several  purposes  herein  ait  er  specified,  the 
respective  sums  following,  to  wit :  To  defray  the 
expenses  which  shall  be  incurred  pursuant  to  the 
act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  a  naval  arma- 
ment,** six  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  eighty-two 


cents ;  in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  granted 
for  the  erection  of  fortifications  for  the  protectioQ 
of  ports  and  harbors,  thirty  thousand  duilan ;  for 
the  pavment  of  a  sum  granted  to  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel l^ousard,  in  lieu  of  his  pension  for  life,  three 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars ;  for  the  payment  of 
the  salary  allowed  to  the  officer  who  snail  be  ap- 
pointed to  superintend   the  receiving,  safe-keep- 
ing, and  distribution  of  the  military  stores  of  the 
United  States,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  second 
of  April  last,  eii^ht  hundred  and  seventy-five  dol- 
lars ;  for  the  sidary  of  an  additional  eierk  and  of- 
fice rent,  in  the  Department  of  State,  four  hund- 
red and    eighty-four    dollars  and   seventv-eight 
cents ;  for  the  payment  and  subsistence  of  Captain 
John  Inglis,  of  the  North  Carolina  line,  one  hund- 
red and  eight  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents;  to 
defray  the  further  contingent  expenses  of  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives,  authorized  during  the 
present  session,  one  thousand  dollars ;  iix  the  ser- 
vice of  the  War  Department,  in  addition  to  the 
sums  heretofore  appropriated,  the  sums  following 
to  wit :  to  defray  the  expense  of  a  corps  of  Artii- 
lerists  and  Engineers,  established  during  the  pre- 
sent session,  sixtv-six  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  dollars  and  eiffhty-seven  cents;  for 
the  further  protection  and  defence  of  the  South- 
western frontier,  two  hundred  thousand  dollan; 
for  the  purposes  of  the  act  directing  a  detachment 
from  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  two  hund- 
red thousand  dollars ;  for  the  equipment  of  gal- 
leys or  other  vessels,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  eighty  thousand  dollars ;  for  the  ex-  , 
pense  of  additional  clerk  hire  in  the  Department 
of  War,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollan ;  for  de- 
fraying the  contingent  expenses  of  Goverament,  ' 
to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  Presideot  i 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  regula:ioa»  | 
and  provisions   provided  in    respect  of  a  nun 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  heretofore  appropriated  for 
the  like  purpose,  twenty  thousand  dollars;  amount- 
ing, in  the  whole,  to  one  million  two  hundred  and 
ninety-two    thousand  one  hundred  and  thirtr- 
seven  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents ;  which  &e1^ 
ral  sums  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  tuch 
revenues  as  shall  have  been,  provided  daring  tiie 
present  session  of  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it/uYther  enacted.  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be  empowered  to  har- 
row, on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  of  the  Bmk 
of  the  United  States,  (which  is  hereby  authorized 
to  lend  the  same,)  or  of  any  other  body  or  bodie* 
politic,  person  or  persons,  any  sum  not  exoeedinf 
in  the  whole,  one  million  of  dollars,  to  be  app^inl 
to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  be  reimbursni,  ti 
well  interest  as  principal,  oat  of  the  proceedi  of, 
the  said  revenues. 

Sec.  3.  Provided  alwiye,  and  he  it  Jurthtrtn' 
acted,  That  there  shall  be  reserved  out  of  tbe< 
proceeds  of  the  said  revenues  a  sum  sufficient  t9 
pay  the  interest  of  whatever  moneys  may  be  lwr« 
rowed  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  makp 
ing  further  provision  for  the  expenses  attendisf 
the  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  forei^ 
nations  ;**  and  further  to  continue  in  fone  the  sf^ 
entitled  **  An  act  providing  the  means  of  intc^ 
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eourse  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations  ;*'  and  auch  8um  is  hereby  pledged  and  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpoae,  acconding  to  the  terms 
of  the  contract  or  contracts  which  shall  or  may 
be  made  concerning  the  said  money  &  And  the 
faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  to 
make  such  further  provision  therefor  as  may  be 
necessary.  • 

Approved,  Jane  9,  1794 


Ad  Art  making  certain  alterations  in  the  act  for  esfab 
H.«htng  the  Judicial  Ctiurts,  and  altering  the  tiiue 
and  place  of  holding  certain  Courta 

B6  it  enacted,  ^.,,  That  the  District  Judges  of  the 
United  States  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sioner or  commissioners,  before  whom  appraisers 
of  ships  or  vessels,  or  goodn,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, seized  for  breaches  of  any  law  of  the  United 
States,  may  be  sworn  or  affirmed ;  and  that  such 
quuliHcations  made  before  such  commissioner  or 
commissioners  shall  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  effectual  as  if  the  same  were  taken  before  the 
said  Judges  in  open  Court. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
stated  terms  of  the  District  Courts  of  Massachu- 
setts, Pennsylvania,  and  Georgia,  be  changed,  and 
that  in  future  the  said  Courts  in  Massachusetts 
shall  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  March,  the 
fourth  Tuesday  in  June,  the  second  Tuesday  in 
September,  and  the  tirst  Tuesday  in  December. 
In  Pennsylvania,  on  the  third  Mondays  in  Febru- 
ary, May,  August,  and  November.  And  in  Geor- 
gia, at  the  times  and  places  following :  In  the  City 
of  Savannah  on  the  second  Tuesdays  in  February, 
May,  and  August ;  and  in  Augusta  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  November.  And  that  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  District  of  Delaware  hereafter  com- 
mence on  the  second  Monday  in  June,  instead  of 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April — any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thtki  the  SUte 
of  North  Carolina  shall  be  divided  into  three  dis- 
trict<,  in  which  the  District  Court  of  the  said  State 
shall  be  held  at  such  times  and  places  as  are  al- 
ready ascertained  by  law,  that  is  to  say  :  the  Dis- 
trict of  Wilmington  to  include  all  the  counties  of 
the  Sute  districts  of  Morgan,  Salisbury,  Fayette- 
▼ille,  and  Wilmington  ;  the  district  of  Newbem  to 
include  all  the  counties  of  the  State  districts  of 
Hillsborottgh,  Halifax,  and  Newbern ;  and  Eden- 
ton  to  include  all  the  counties  of  the  district  of 
Edeaton :  and  that  all  process,  pleas,  actions,  suits, 
and  other  proceedings,  originating  in  the  districts, 
respectively,  shall  be  returnable  to  the  session  of 
said  Court  to  be  held  at  the  place  directed  by  law, 
within  the  same  district  where  the  cause  commen- 
ced, and  there  to  be  kept,  with  the  record  thereof, 
until  the  final  end  and  determination  of  the  same. 
And,  to  the  end  that  suitors,  witnesses,  and  all 
others  concerned,  may  have  notice  of  this  altera- 
tiim  in  the  said  Courts,  the  Marshal  of  the  said  dis- 
trict of  North  Carolina  is  hereby  required  to  make 
the  same  known,  by  proclamation,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  August  next. 

Sia  i.  And  be  it  further  enaeted^  That  any 


person  living  within  either  of  the  districts  afore^ 
said,  who  hereafter  shall  be  arrested  by  virtue  of 
process  issuing  out  of  the  Court  of  either  of  the 
said  districts  other  than  that  in  which  he  shall  so 
reside,  shall  be  discharged  therefrom,  on  his  enters 
ing  his  appearance  and  giving  bail  to  the  action 
in  the  Court  of  the  district  in  which  he  shall  so 
reside,  in  like  manner,  and  to  the  like  eflect,  as  if 
the  said  process  had  originally  been  issued  out  of 
the  Court  within  the  said  last-mentioned  district 

Sea  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pro- 
cess, actions,  pleas,  suits,  and  other  proceedings, 
which  have  been  commenced  and  returned  to  the 
separate  several  sessions  of  the  District  Court,  at 
such  places  appointed  by  law  for  holding  thereof, 
shall  be  tried  at  the  pltee  in  each  district  where 
the  same  were  first  made  returnable. 

Ssa  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Clerk 
of  the  said  District  Court  shall,  at  each  of  the 
places  aforesaid,  keep  a  distinct  docket  and  record 
of  such  business,  returnable  as  aforesaid,  or  which 
may  be  returned  to  the  session  to  be  held  at  the 
said  places,  respectively,  at  which  places  of  return 
the  said  business  shall  be  finally  heard  and  deter- 
mined as  aforesaid. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the 
United  States  as  is  or  may  be  construed  to  require 
the  attendance  of  the  Marshals  of  all  the  districts 
at  the  Supreme  Court,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed  ;  and  that  the  said  Court  shall  be 
attended  during  its  session  by  the  Marshal  of  the 
district  only  in  which  the  Court  shall  sit,  unless 
the  attendance  of  the  Marshals  of  other  districta 
shall  be  required  by  special  order  of  the  said  Courts 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  September  next,  the  Dis- 
trict Court  for  the  State  of  Kentucky  shall  be  held 
in  the  town  of  Frankfort — anything  in  any  former 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  June  9,  1794. 


An  Act  laying  Duties  on  property  sold  at  auction. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,,  That,  from  and  after  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  September  next,  there  shall  be  levied, 
collected,  and  paid,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  upon  all  sales  by  iray  of  auction,  as  herein- 
after described,  which  shall  be  made  within  the 
United  States,  the  respective  rates  and  duties  All- 
lowing,  to  wit:  The  sum  of  one-fourth  part  of  a 
dollar  for  every  hundred  dollars  of  the  purchase 
money  arising  by  sale  at  auction,  of  any  interest, 
right,  or  estate,  in  any  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments, and  of  any  utensils  in  husbandry  and 
farming  stock,  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  sum  of 
one-half  of  a  dollar,  for  everv  hundrer]  dollars  of 
the  purohase  money,  arising  by  sale  at  auction,  of 
all  other  goods,  cbatUes,  rights*  and  credit**  what- 
soever, and  at  the  same  r.ite  for  any  greater  or 
lesser  sum,  except  as  hereinafter  excepted :  The 
said  respective  rates  and  duties  to  bj  paid  by  the 
auctioneer  or  person  m^ikin-*  such  sales  at  auctiim, 
out  of  the  moneys  arising  from  each  and  t^ery 
such  sale :  Pro/tided,  oltO'tyM^  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  extend  to  any  sale  or  sales  bj 
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auction,  of  estates,  goods,  or  effects,  made  pursa- 
ant  to,  or  in  execution  of,  any  rale,  order,  aecree, 
sentence,  or  judgment,  of  any  Court  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  either  of  them ;  or  made  in  virtue,  or 
by  force  of  any  distress  for  rent,  or  other  cause,  for 
which  a  distress  is  allowed  by  law;  or  made  in 
consequence  of  any  bankruptcy,  or  insolvency, 
pursuant  to  any  law  concerning  bankruptcies  or 
insolvencies ;  or  made  in  consequence  of  any  gene- 
ral assignment  of  property  and  effects,  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors ;  or  made  by  or  on  behalf  of 
executors  or  administrators ;  or  made  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  land,  upon  the  land  where  such  pro- 
duce was  raised ;  or  made  of  any  farming  uten- 
sils, stock,  or  household  furniture,  by  persons  re- 
moving from  the  place  of  their  former  residence, 
where  the  amount  of  each  sale  of  such  farming 
utensils,  stock,  or  household  furniture,  shall  not 
exceed  two  hundred  dollars ;  or  made  pursuant  to 
the  directions  of  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  either  of  them,  touching  the  collection  of  any 
tax  or  duty ;  or  disposal  by  auction  of  public  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  State;  nor 
to  any  such  sale  or  sales  by  auction  of  ships,  their 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  or  the  cargoes 
thereof,  which  shall  be  wrecked  or  stranded  within 
the  United  States,  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
insurers  or  proprietors  thereo£ 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Thai  no  per- 
son, after  tbe  said  thirtieth  dav  of  September  next, 
shall  exercise  the  trade  or  business  of  an  auc- 
tioneer, by  the  selling  of  any  estates,  goods  or  ef- 
fbcts  whatsoever  by  auction,  or  any  other  mode  of 
sale,  whereby  the  best  or  highest  bidder  is  deemed 
to  be  the  purchaser,  unless  such  person  shall  have 
a  license,  or  other  special  authority,  continuing  in 
force  pursuant  to  some  law  of  a  State,  or  issued 
pursuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting,  for  every  such  sale  at  auction,  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  dollars,  together  with  the  sums  or 
duties  payable  by  this  act  upon  the  estates,  goods, 
or  effects  so  sold :  Provided^  hoteever.  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  require  a 
license  for  the  sale  at  auction  of  any  estate,  goods, 
chatties,  or  other  thing,  which  by  this  act  are  ex- 
•mpted  from  duty. 

Sio.  8.  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That  every 
person,  who,  before  (be  said  thirtieth  day  of  Sep- 
tember next,  shall  have  a  license  or  special  au- 
thority, pursuant  to  any  law  of  any  State,  for  ex- 
•rdsing  the  said  trade  or  business  of  an  auc* 
tiooeer,  shall,  before  or  upon  the  said  day,  and 
•very  person,  who,  after  the  said  day,  shall  have 
such  special  license  or  authority,  shall,  within 
thirty  days  after  the  obtaining  or  receiving  of  the 
same,  give  notice  thereof  in  writing,  under  his 
hand,  to  the  office  of  inspector  nearest  to  the  place 
where  he  shall  carry  on  or  intend  to  carry  on  the 
said  trade  or  business  of  an  auctioneer,  specifying 
in  such  notice  the  date  or  commencement  of  such 
license,  or  other  special  authority,  the  term  for 
which  the  seme  was  granted  or  given,  by  whom, 
and  by  what*  law  of  a  State,  the  same  was  granted 
or  given ;  and  shaU  also  give  bond  to  the  United 
StiStes,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
doUan,  to  be  taken  by  the  offioer,  at  whose  office 


the  notice  aforesaid  shall  be  given,  with  conditioa 
that  he  will,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  April, 
July,  and  October,  in  each  year,  while  be  shaU 
continue  to  exercise  the  said  trade  or  busineas, 
render  to  the  person  or  persons,  who,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  Stetes,  shall  be  authorized  to  receire 
the  same,  a  true  and  particular  account  in  writing, 
of  the  moneys  or  sums,  for  which  any  estates, 
goods,  or  effects,  have  been  sold,  at  every  sale  at 
auction  by  him  made,  and  of  the  several  articles, 
lots  and  parcels,  which  shall  have  been  sold,  the 
price  of  each  article,  lot,  or  parcel,  in  every  such 
sale,  by  whom  bought,  that  is  to  say:  first  from 
the  date  of  such  bond,  until  such  of  the  aforesaid 
days,  as  shall  accrue  next  thereafter,  and  thence- 
forth from  the  day  to  which  an  account  shaD 
have  been  last  rendered,  until  such  of  the  said 
days,  as  shall  next  thereafter  ensue,  and  so  on 
in  succession,  from  one  of  the  said  days  to  ano- 
ther, so  long  as  he  shall  continue  to  exercise  his 
said  trade  or  business,  and,  also,  shall  pay  eXi  such 
sums  of  money  as  shall  be  due  to  the  United  States, 
upon  the  said  sales,  accordine  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  act ;  which  sums  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  retain,  out  of  the  pro- 
duce of  each  sale  made  as  aforesaid.  And  a  Idee 
notice  and  bond  shall  be  given  in  like  manner,  as 
often  as  any  such  license,  or  special  authorities^ 
shall  have  expired  and  been  renewed.  And  if 
any  person  shall,  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of 
September  next,  by  virtue  or  color  of  any  such 
license,  or  special  authority,  as  aforesaid,  make 
any  sale  or  sales  at  auction,  without  having  givoi 
bond,  as  aforesaid,  within  the  time  for  tint  pur- 
pose prescribed,  or  without  renewing  such  bond 
upon  the  expiration  and  renewal  of  any  such 
license,  or  special  authority,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay,  for  every  such  sale  by  him  made,  Uie  sum  of 
four  hundred  dollars,  together  with  the  sums  or 
duties  payable  by  this  act,  upon  the  estates,  goods, 
or  effects,  so  sold. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Tliat  the 
several  superrisors  of  the  revenue  may,  withia 
their  respective  districts,  and  upon  request  of  any 
person  or  persons  desirous  thereof^  shall  gnat 
licenses,  without  fee  w  rewwd,  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding one  year,  at  one  time,  to  exerdae  the  trade 
or  business  of  an  auOtioneer ;  and  such  licenseB, 
upon  like  request,  nwy,  and  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  renew :  Provided,  That  no  such  license  shall 
be  granted  or  renewed  until  the  person  or  persoas 
requesting  the  same  shall  have  become  bound  to 
the  United  Stetes,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to 
the  satisfaotion  of  the  supervisor,  of  whom  such 
license  shall  be  requested,  in  the  sUm  of  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  with  like  condition  as 
is  hereinbefore  prescribed  for  persons  harinr 
licenses  by  virtue  of  some  law  of  a  State :  And 
provided  further^  That  no  such  license  slall  be 
granted  to  carry  on  the  said  trade  or  bosiness,  in 
any  city,  town,  or  oounty,  of  any  State,  in  respect 
to  which  provision  hath  been  made  by  any  law  of 
such  Stete,  for  the  allowing  and  regoiating  of  the 
said  trade  and  business  therein. 

Saa  6.  And  be  it  farther  enaeUd^  That  evciy 
person  who  shall  have  a  license  from  a  soperriaor 
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of  the  re  venae,  continuing  in  force,  ehall  and  may 
retnin,  in  order  to  the  payment  of  the  datiea  herebv 
impoHed,  all  auch  sum  and  aams  of  money  as  ahafl 
be  doe  and  payable  upon  any  eatatea,  goMs,  or  ef- 
fects, by  him  sold  at  aaction,  as  aforesaid,  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act 

SEa  6.  And  he  it  furiker  enacted^  That  the  ae- 
CO  ants  to  be  rendered,  and  the  duties  to  be  from 
time  to  time  paid  as  aforeaaid,  by  any  auctioneer, 
shall  be  rendered  and  paid  to  the  inspector  of  the 
revenue,  within  whose  survey  such  auctioneer 
shall  exercise  his  said  trade  or  buainess,  or  to  his 
deputy  duly  appointed  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
and  such  auctioneer  shall  make  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief,  to  the  truth  of  every  account  which  he 
shall  render  before  the  officer  or  person  to  whom 
such  account  shall  be  rendered,  and  who  is  hereby 
authorized  to  administer  the  aaid  oath  or  affirma- 
tion ;  in  default  of  which  such  account  shall  not 
be  deemed  to  be  duly  rendered,  according  to  the 
condition  of  the  bond  of  such  auctioneer.  And  to 
the  end  that  such  accounts  may  be  accurately 
kept  and  rendered,  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of 
every  auctioneer  to  enter,  from  day  to  day,  as  of- 
ten as  any  sale  shall  be  made,  in  a  book,  or  on  a 
paper  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  the 
amount  and  particulars  of  the  respective  sales  by 
him  made ;  which  book  or  paper  shall,  at  all  rea- 
sonable times,  upon  request  made,  be  submitted 
for  examination  to.the  officer  of  inspection,  within 
whose  survey  or  division  such  auctioneer  shall 
be,  on  pain  of  forfeiting,  for  every  refusal  to  com- 
ply with  such  request,  the  sum  of  Qve  hundred 
dollars. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  if  it 
shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  supervisor, 
within  whose  district  he  shall  be,  that  an  auc- 
tioneer hath  acted  agreeably  to  the  condition  of 
the  bond  which  he  shall  have  given,  and  to  the  di- 
rections of  this  act,  during  the  time  to  which  his 
said  bond  shall  relate,  the  same  having  expired, 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the  said  supervisor 
shall  cause  such  bond  to  be  delivered  up ;  but  in 
case  no  such  account  shall  be  delivered,  as  herein- 
before mentioned,  or  if  it  shall  appear,  that  any 
such  account  was  not  truly  made,  or  that  the  party 
hath  acted  in  any  other  respect  contrary  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  his  bond  and  of  this 
act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  supervisor  of  the 
revenue  to  cause  such  bond  to  be  prosecuted  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  in  case  of  a  verdict  or  judg- 
ment against  the  defendant,  he  shall,  afterwards, 
upon  every  sale  by  him  of  any  estates,  goods,  or 
effects,  at  aaction,  be  liable  to  all  the  penalties, 
which  may  be  incurred  by  this  act,  for  acting  as  an 
auctioneer  without  license. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
sale  at  aucUon  of  any  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments, shall  be,  or  become  void,  by  reason  of  de- 
fect of  title,  the  supervisor  of  the  revenue,  within 
whose  district  such  sale  shall  be,  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  required,  upon  due  and  sufficient  proof  of 
Buch  sale  being  or  becoming  void,  for  the  reason 
aforesaid,  to  cause  to  be  remitted  the  duty  or  duties 
thereupon  otherwise  payable  according  to  this  act 


Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  everv 
aactioneer,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  which 
he  shall  retain  and  pay  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  aU 
lowed  a  commission  of  one  per  centum,  upon  the 
amount  thereof,  for  his  trouble  in  and  about  the 
same. 

Sbc.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  he  is  hereby  empowered,  to  make  such  allow- 
ances for  compensations  to  the  officers  of  inspec- 
tion employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  afore- 
said, and  for  incidental  expenses,  as  he  shall  judge 
reasonable,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  two  and  a 
half  per  centum  of  the  total  amount  of  the  said 
duties  collected. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  wilfully  swear  or  affirm  falsely,  touch- 
ing any  matter  hereinbefore  required  to  be  verified 
by  oath  or  affirmation,  he  shall  suffer  the  pains  and 
penalties  which,  by  law,  are  prescribed  for  wilful 
and  corrupt  penury ;  and,  if  an  officer,  shall  forfeit 
his  office,  and  be  incapable  of  afterwards  holding 
any  office  under  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  13.  And  he  it  fiHher  enacted.  That  all 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  in« 
curred  by  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued 
for  and  recovered,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  supervisor  of  the  revenue,  within 
whose  district  any  such  6ne,  penalty,  or  forfeiture, 
shall  have  been  incarred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  in- 
formation ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  person,  who,  if  an  officer  of  inspec- 
tion, shall  first  discover,  if  other  than  an  officer  of 
inspection,  shall  first  inform  of  the  cause,  matter, 
or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  for- 
feiture, shall  have  been  incurred.  And  where  the 
cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall  arise  or  accrue 
more  than  fifty  miles  distant  from  the  nearest 
place  by  law  established  for  the  holding  of  a  Dis- 
trict Court,  within  the  district  in  which  the  same 
shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may 
be  had  before  any  Court  of  the  State,  holdi'n 
within  the  said  district,  having  jurisdiction  in  like 
cases. 

Sec.  18.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  Thai  this  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  9,  1794. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Iteeohed,  hy  the  Senate  and  JBouee  of  Reprc 
eentativee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con' 
grees  aesemhled.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  employ,  as  despatch-boats, 
such  of  the  revenue  cutters  of  the  United  States,  as 
the  public  exigencies  may  require. 

Approved,  March  20, 1794L 


JResolved,  ^c.  That  an  embargo  be  laid  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
whether  already  cleared  out,  or  not,  bound  to  any 
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foriegn  port  or  place,  for  che  term  of  thirty  dnya ; 
and  that  no  clearances  be  famished,  during  that 
time,  to  any  ship  or  vessel  bound  to  sach  foreign 
port  or  place,  except  ships  or  vessels  tinder  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States:  And  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  give  such  instructions  to 
the  revenue  officers  of  the  United  States,  as  shnll 
appear  best  adapted  for  carrying  the  said  resolution 
into  full  effect 
Approved,  March  26^  1794. 


Beaolved,  ^c,  That,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  embargo,  no  registered  vessel,  having 
on  board  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  depart  from  one  port  of  the  United  States 
to  any  other  port  within  the  same,  unless  the  mas- 
ter, owner,  consignee,  or  factor,  shall  first  give 
bond  with  one  or  more  soreties  to  the  Collector  of 
the  district  from  which  she  is  about  to  depart,  in  a 
sum  of  double  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo, 
that  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
be  relanded  in  some  port  of  the  United  States ; 
which  bond,  and  also  a  certificate  from  the  Col- 
lector of  the  district,  where  the  same  may  be  re* 
landed,  shall,  by  the  Collectors,  respectively,  be 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
That  the  several  Collectors  be  prohibited  from 
granting  a  clearance  to  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel, 
in  any  case  whatever,  during  th6  continuance  of  the 
present  embargo ;  and  all  armed  vessels,  possessing 
public  commissions  from  any  foreign  Power,  (let- 
ters of  marque  excepted,)  are  to    be  considered 

not  liable  to  the  embargo. 

Approved,  April  3,  1794. 


Beaolvedj  4*^.,  That  the  present  embargo  be  eon* 
tinned,  and  every  regulation  concerning  the  same^ 
shall  be  in  full  force  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
May  next. 

Approved,  April  18,  1794. 


Betolvedt  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  direct  clearances  to  be 
granted  to  any  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  which  are  now  loaded,  bound 
from  any  port  in  the  United  States,  for  any  port 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  any  thing  in  the 
resolution  for  laying  the  embargo,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding:  Provided^  That,  before  the  Col- 
lector of  either  of  the  districts  of  the  United  States, 
shall  grant  clearances,  or  any  such  vessel  shall  sail, 
the  owners  thereof  shall  give  sufficient  security,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  such  Collector,  that  she  shall 
not  nnlade  her  cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  any 

S>rt  or  place,  previous  to  her  arrival  at  the  Cape  of 
ood  Hope. 
Approved,  May  7, 1794. 


Me$ohed,  j-c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
make  out  an  exact  list  of  the  names  of  each  per. 
Kon  returned  to  him,  as  invalid  pensioners  by  the 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  Sutes 
(signing  themselves  as  Commissioners,)  ander  the 
act  of  Congress,  passed  the  twenty-third  of  March, 
one  thoosjind  seven  hundred  and  ntnetj-two,  enti- 
tled **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  eliimi 
of  widows  and  orphans,  barred  by  the  limitaiions 
heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  cbinis 
to  invalid  ponhions,**  and  return  to  the  Jad^e  of 
each  district  one  copy  of  such  list,  stating  p.irti. 
cularly  the  district  from  which  each  person  was 
returned,  and  that  all  are  by  Congress  directed  not 
to  be  entered  on  the  pension  list.  And  the  Kiid 
Secretary  is  further  directed  to  return  to  each 
District  Judge  a  list  of  tue  names  of  all  such  per- 
sons as  have  been  returned  as  invalid  pensioners 
by  the  District  Judges,  under  the  act  of  Congrp^^s, 
p.-iHsed  the  twenty-eighth  of  February,  one  ihon- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  antitled  "*  An 
act  to  regulate  claims  to  invalid  pensions  f  distin- 
guishing those  who  have  been  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion list,  and  those  who  have  not  been  plai-ed  on 
the  same,  by  reason  of  their  testimony  bein^  in. 
complete,  stating,  particularly,  the  legal  n'qui>i'e 
or  requi>iteR  wanting  in  the  evidence  of  e;>rh; 
and  naming  such  of  them  whose  evidence  of  l<*ar- 
ing  service  is  not  lodtred  in  his  ofivee.  And  the 
Judges  of  the  several  District  Courts,  upon  receipt 
of  the  above  described  li^ts  and  statements,  frotn 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War.  are 
hereby  directed  forthwith  to  publish  the  same,  in 
one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  published  in  their 
respective  districts,  adding  to  such  publication  :he 
time  when  the  act  regulating  the  claims  to  invalid 
pensions  expires. 

Approved,  June  9,  1794. 


Resolved^  ^d  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
respective  Clerks  of  the  several  District  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  to  return  true  copies  of  thd 
tables  of  fees  payable  in  the  Supreme  or  Soperior 
Courts  of  the  Stiite  in  which  such  Clerk  rehkles, 
to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  oa 
or  before  the  fifth  day  of  December  next. 

Approved,  June  9,  1794. 

Meaolved^  ^c,  That  the  following  article  be  pro- 
posed to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  Stites  a' 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni-ed 
States;  which  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the 
said  Legislatures  shall  be  valid  as  a  part  of  the  said 
Constitution,  viz: 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall 
not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or 
equity,  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the 
United  States  by  citizens  of  another  State,  or  by 
citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign  State. 
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AOTB  PASSED  AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION. 


An  Act  to  Butborize  the  President  to  call  out  and  sta- 
tion a  corps  of  Militia  in  the  foar  Western  counties 
of  PennsyWania  for  a  limited  time. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Bouse  ofBepre- 
tentatices  of  the  United  States  ofAmeriea  in  Con- 
gress assembled^  That  a  force  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  five  hundred  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicianR,  and  privates,  to  be  composed  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United  States,  be  called  forth  and  sta- 
tioned in  the  four  Western  counties  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  the  same 
shall  be  deemed  necessary  to  suppress  unlawful 
combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly 
executed :  Provided^  That  the  term  of  service  of 
any  one  quota  of  the  militia  to  be  called  into  ac- 
tual service,  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  not  exceed 
three  months  after  they  shall  have  arrived  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  if,  in  hiis  judgment,  it  should  be 
deemed  expedient,  to  direct  voluntary  enlistments 
of  any  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  in  lieu 
of  all  or  any  part  of  the  force  herein  authorized  to 
be  called  forth,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  for  a 
term  of  service  not  exceeding  thirty  days  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

FREDERICK  A.  MUHLENBERG, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States^ 

and  President  ofJLhe  Senate, 
Approved,  November  9,  1794. 

G.  WASHINGTON, 
Prendent  of  the  United  States, 

An  Act  extending  the  privilege  of  franking  to  James 
White,  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  making  pro- 
vision for  bjs  compensation. 

Be  it  enacted^  tte.,  That  James  White,  the  Del- 
egate to  Congress  from  the  Territory  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  Bouth  of  the  river  Ohio,  be  entitled  to 
the  privilege  of  sending  and  receiving  letters  free 
of  postage,  on  the  same  terms  and  under  the  same 
restrictions  as  are  provided  for  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  estab- 
blish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States.*' 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  James  White  shall  receive  for  his  traveling 
expenses  and  attendance  in  Congress  the  same 
compensation  as  is  or  may  be  allowed  by  law  to 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  certified  and  paid  in  like 
manner. 

Approved,  December  8,  1794. 


An  Act  to  amend  and  explain  the  twenty-second  sec- 
tion of  **  the  Act  establishing  the  Judicial  Courts  of 
the  United  States." 

Whereas,  by  the  twenty-second  section  of  the 
act,  entitled  *'  An  Act  to  establish  the  Judicial 
Courts  of  the  United  States,''  it  is  provided  that 
'*  Every  Justice  or  Judge  signing  a  citation  on  any 
writ  of  error,  shall  take  good  and  sufficient  seou* 
rity  that  the  plaintiff  in  error  shall  prosecute  his 
writ  to  effect,  and  answer  all  damages  and  costs, 
if  he  fail  to  make  his  plea  good."  And  whereas 
doubts  have  arisen  as  to  the  extent  of  the  security 
to  be  required  in  certain  cases : 

Be  it  enacted^  <£<;.,  That  the  security  to  be  re- 
quired and  taken  on  the  signing  of  a  citation  on 
any  writ  of  error,  which  shall  not  be  a  supersedeas 
and  stay  execution,  shall  be  only  to  such  an 
amount,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Justice  or  Judge 
taking  the  same,  shall  be  sufficient  to  answer  sdl 
such  costs,  as,  upon  an  affirmance  of  the  judgment 
or  decree,  may  be  adjudged  or  decreed  to  the  re- 
spondent in  error. 

Approved,  December  12,  1794. 

An  act  authorizing  a  Loan  of  two  millions  of  dollara 

Be  it  enacted^  Ac,^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  empowered  to  borrow,  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  any  sum  not  exceeding  two 
million  of  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  five 
per  cent  per  annum,  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  applied  to  such  public 
purposes  as  are  authorized  by  law,  and  to  be  re- 
paid out  of  the  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage,  to 
the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-five. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  said  Bank  hereby  is  authorized  and  empower- 
ed to  loan  the  said  sum,  or  any  part  thereofl 

Approved,  December  18,  1794. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety  five,  and  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Militia  lately  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  <£<;.,  That  there  be  appropriated 
for  the  pay,  subsistence,  forage,  and  other  expenses 
attending  the  militia  in  their  late  expedition  to  the 
Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  million  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars 
and  one  cent ;  that  is  to  say— For  the  pay,  sub- 
sistence, and  forage  of  the  general  staff,  eighteen 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and 
thirty-four  cents :  For  the  pay,  subsistence,  and 
forage  of  the  militia  of  New  Jersey,  eighty-eight 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents:  For  the  pay,  subsistence,  and 
forage  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  two  hundred 
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foriegn  port  or  place,  for  the  term  of  thirty  days ; 
and  that  no  clearances  be  furnished,  during;  that 
time,  to  any  ship  or  vessel  bound  to  such  foreij^n 
port  or  place,  except  ships  or  vessels  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States:  And  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  give  such  instructions  to 
the  revenue  officers  of  the  United  States,  as  shall 
appear  best  adapted  for  carrying  the  said  resolution 
into  full  effect 
Approved,  March  26^  1794. 


Beaolvedf  ^c.^  That,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  embargo,  no  registered  vessel,  having 
on  board  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  depart  from  one  port  of  the  United  States 
to  any  other  port  within  the  same,  unless  the  mas- 
ter, owner,  consignee,  or  factor,  shall  first  give 
bond  with  one  or  more  sureties  to  the  ColltHstor  of 
the  district  from  which  she  is  about  to  depart,  in  a 
sum  of  double  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo, 
that  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
be  relanded  in  some  port  of  the  United  States ; 
which  bond,  and  also  a  certificate  from  the  Col- 
lector of  the  district,  where  the  same  may  be  re- 
landed,  shall,  by  the  Collectors,  respectively,  be 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
That  the  several  Collectors  be  prohibited  from 
granting  a  clearance  to  any  fbreign  ship  or  vesnel, 
in  any  case  whatever, during  thd  continuance  of  the 
present  embargo;  and  all  armed  vessels,  possessing 
public  commissions  from  any  foreign  Power,  (let- 
ters of  marque  excepted,)  are  to    be  considered 

not  liable  to  the  embargo. 

Approved,  April  3,  1794. 


Itesolvedf  ^e.^  That  the  present  embargo  be  eon' 
tinned,  and  every  regulation  concerning  the  same^ 
shall  be  in  full  force  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
May  next 

Approved,  April  18,  1794. 


Resolved,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  direct  clearances  to  be 
granted  to  any  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  which  are  now  loaded,  bound 
from  any  port  in  the  United  States,  for  any  port 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  any  thing  in  the 
resolution  for  laying  the  embargo,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding:  Provided,  That,  before  the  Col- 
lector of  either  of  the  districts  of  the  United  States, 
shall  grant  clearances,  or  any  such  vessel  shall  sail, 
the  owners  thereof  shall  give  sufficient  security,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  such  Collector,  that  she  shall 
not  unlade  her  cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  any 
port  or  place,  previous  to  her  arrival  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope. 

Approved,  May  7, 1794. 


Beeolved,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
make  out  an  exact  list  of  the  names  of  each  per- 
son  returned  to  him,  as  invalid  pensioners,  bv  the 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States 
(signing  themselves  as  Commissioners,)  under  the 
act  of  Congress,  passed  the  twenty-third  of  Marth, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  cL-iimi 
of  widows  and  orphans,  barred  by  the  limit.itions 
heretofore  eHtablished,  and  to  regulate  the  cUini9 
to  invalid  pensions,**  and  return  to  the  Judge  of 
each  district  one  copy  of  MUch  list,  stating  parti- 
cularly the  district  from  which  each  penion  was 
returned,  and  that  all  are  by  Congress  directed  not 
to  be  entered  on  the  pension  list  And  the  Kiid 
Secretary  is  further  directed  to  return  to  each 
DiHtrict  Judge  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  such  per- 
soim  as  have  been  returned  as  invalid  pensioners 
by  the  DiMtrict  Judges,  under  the  act  of  Congress, 
p^Hfted  the  twenty-eighth  of  February,  one  ih«.n- 
Msnd  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  antitled  *^An 
act  to  regulate  claims  to  invalid  pensions;"  dijitin- 
guishing  those  who  have  been  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion UhI,  and  those  who  have  not  been  plarnl  on 
the  s;inie,  by  reason  of  their  testimony  b^'ing  in- 
complete, stating;,  particularly,  the  legal  n-qai^ite 
or  requi^tes  wanting  in  the  evidence  of  e<icfa; 
and  naming  such  of  them  who(«e  evidence  of  lear- 
ing  service  is  not  lodtred  in  his  office.  And  the 
Judges  of  the  several  District  Courts,  upon  receipt 
of  the  above  described  li»ts  and  statements,  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  are 
hereby  directed  forthwith  to  publish  the  same,  in 
one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  published  in  their 
respective  districts,  adding  to  such  publication  ihe 
time  when  the  act  regulating  the  claims  to  invalid 
peuKitins  expires. 

Approved,  June  9,  1794. 


Meeolved,  Sfc,  That  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the 
respective  Clerks  of  the  several  District  Coorts  of 
the  United  States,  to  return  true  copies  of  the 
tables  of  fees  payable  in  the  Supreme  or  Superior 
Courts  of  the  SUite  in  which  such  Clerk  resides, 
to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  oa 
or  before  the  fifth  day  of  December  next 

Approved,  June  9,  1794. 


Resolved^  ^c,  That  the  following  article  be  pro- 
posed to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  St.'ites  as 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Untied 
States;  which  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the 
said  Legislatures  shall  be  valid  as  a  part  of  the  said 
Constitution,  viz: 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall 
not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or 
equity,  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the 
United  States  by  citizens  of  another  State,  or  bj 
citizens  or  subjeets  of  any  foreign  State. 


1485 


APPENDIX. 


1486 


Aett  of  Congreu, 


AOTB  PASSED  AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION. 


An  Act  to  autborize  the  President  to  call  out  and  sta- 
tion a  corps  of  Militia  in  the  foar  Western  counties 
of  PennsyWania  for  a  limited  time. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Bbtue  o/Bepre- 
9entative9  of  the  Ifnited  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress asjtemhled^  That  a  force  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  five  hundred  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicianR,  and  privates,  to  be  composed  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United  States,  be  called  forth  and  sta- 
tioned in  the  four  Western  counties  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  the  same 
shall  be  deemed  necessary  to  suppress  unlawful 
combinations^  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly 
executed :  Provided,  That  the  term  of  service  of 
any  one  quota  of  the  militia  to  be  called  into  ac 
tual  service,  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  not  exceed 
three  months  after  they  shall  have  arrived  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  if,  in  his  judgment,  it  should  be 
deemed  expedient,  to  direct  voluntary  enlistments 
of  any  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  in  lieu 
of  all  or  any  part  of  the  force  herein  authorized  to 
be  called  forth,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  for  a 
term  of  service  not  exceeding  thirty  days  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

FREDERICK  A.  MUHLENBERG, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  President  of  ike  Senate. 
Approved,  November  9,  1794. 

G.  WASHINGTON, 
Preside9it  of  the  United  States, 

An  Act  extending  the  privilege  of  franking  to  James 
White,  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  making  pro- 
vision for  his  compensation. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  James  White,  the  Del- 
egate to  Congress  from  the  Territory  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  Bouth  of  the  river  Ohio,  be  entitled  to 
the  privilege  of  sending  and  receiving  letters  free 
of  postage,  on  the  same  terms  and  under  the  same 
restrictions  as  are  provided  for  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  by  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  estab- 
blish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States." 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Sftid  James  White  shall  receive  for  his  traveling 
expenses  and  attendance  in  Congress  the  same 
compensation  as  is  or  may  be  allowed  by  law  to 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  certified  and  paid  in  like 
manner. 

Approved,  December  8,  1794. 


An  Act  to  amend  and  explain  the  twenty-second  sec- 
tion of  "  the  Act  eatabUshing  the  Judicial  Courts  of 
the  United  States." 

Whereas,  by  the  twenty-second  section  of  the 
act,  entitled  '*  An  Act  to  establish  the  Judicial 
Courts  of  the  United  States,"  it  is  provided  that 
'*  Every  Justice  or  Judge  signing  a  citation  on  any 
writ  of  error,  shall  take  good  and  sufficient  secu- 
rity that  the  plaintiff  in  error  shall  prosecute  his 
writ  to  effect,  and  answer  all  damages  and  costs, 
if  he  fail  to  make  his  plea  good."  And  whereas 
doubts  have  arisen  as  to  the  extent  of  the  security 
to  be  required  in  certain  cases: 

Be  it  enacted^  Sc.,  That  the  security  to  be  re- 
quired and  taken  on  the  signing  of  a  citation  on 
any  writ  of  error,  which  shall  not  be  a  supersedeas 
and  stay  execution,  shall  be  only  to  such  an 
amount,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Justice  or  Judge 
taking  the  same,  shall  be  sufficient  to  answer  sdl 
such  costs,  as,  upon  an  affirmance  of  the  judgment 
or  decree,  may  be  adjudged  or  decreed  to  the  re- 
spondent in  error. 

Approved,  December  12,  1794. 

An  act  authorizing  a  Loan  of  two  millions  of  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  empowered  to  borrow,  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  any  sum  not  exceeding  two 
million  of  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  five 
per  cent  per  annum,  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  applied  to  such  public 
purposes  as  are  authorized  by  law,  and  to  be  re- 
paid out  of  the  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage,  to 
the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-five. 

Sza  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  said  Bank  hereby  is  authorized  and  empower- 
ed to  loan  the  said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof! 

Approved,  December  18,  1794. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety  five,  and  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Militia  lately  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  dtc..  That  there  be  appropriated 
for  the  pay,  subsistence,  forage,  and  other  expenses 
attending  the  militia  in  their  late  expedition  to  the 
Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  million  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars 
and  one  cent ;  that  is  to  say— For  the  pay,  sub- 
sistence, and  forage  of  the  general  staff,  eighteen 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and 
thirty-four  cents :  For  the  pay,  subsistence,  and 
forage  of  the  militia  of  New  Jersey,  eighty-eight 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents:  For  the  pay,  subsistence,  and 
forage  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  two  hundred 
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and  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventj-iiTe 
dollars  and  thirty  cents :  For  the  pay,  subsistence, 
and  forage  of  the  militia  of  Maryland,  fifty-eight 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  and  ninety- 
one  cents :  For  the  pay,  subsistence,  and  forage  of 
the  militia  of  Virginia,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  and  seven  dollars  and  five  cents: 
For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  artificers  and  dri- 
vers of  ordnance,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-four  dollars:  For  the  pay  and  subsistence 
of  the  cavalry  of  Virginia,  twenty-two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  ntnety-seven  dollars  and  six- 
teen cents :  For  clothing,  eighty-three  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty  dollars :  For  camp  equipage, 
twenty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
teen dollars:  For  hospital  stores,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  dollars :  For  military 
store^a,  thirty-four  thousand  one  hundred  dollars : 
For  the  quartermaster's  and  paymaster's  depart- 
ments, three  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars:  For  forage  for  the  cavalry, 
thirty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  be 
appropriated  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  the 
Military  Establishment,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  se- 
veral sums  of  money  aforesaid  shall  be  paid  and 
discharged  out  of  the  funds  following,  to  wit: 
First  The  balance  which  may  remain  unexpended 
of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  reserv- 
ed by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States,  after  satisfying  the  appropriations 
made  in  the  present  session  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment Secondly.  The  surplus  of  revenue  and 
income  beyond  the  appropriations  heretofore 
charged  thereupon,  to  the  end  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

Approved,  December  81,  1794. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-five. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^.,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penditure  of  the  Civil  List  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five,  together  with  the  incidental  and  contingent 
expenses  of  the  several  Departments  and  offices 
thereof,  there  be  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  not 
exceeding  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  fifty- 
three  cents ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  compensation  granted '  by  law  to  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  their 
officers  and  attendants,  estimated  for  a  session  of 
six  months'  continuance,  one  hundred  and  etghty- 
five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  firewood,  stationery,  print- 
ing work,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  nine  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 


For  the  compensation  granted  by  law  to  tbe 
Chief  Justice,  Associate  Judges,  District  Judges, 
and  Attorney  General,  forty-three  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  clerks  of  courts, 
jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  tbe  fund  arising 
from  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  prosecation  for 
offences  against  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
safe-keeping  of  prisoners,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  that  Department, 
seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  in  the 
said  Department,  three  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  seventy-one  dollars,  and  seventy-nine  cenU. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and  aD 
other  contingent  expenses  in  tbe  office  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  ten  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  Comptroller's 
office,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and 
persons  employed  in  his  office,  four  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  printing, 
rent,  and  other  contingencies  in  the  Treasurer's 
office,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Auditor's  office,  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commtssiooer  of  the 
Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  of- 
fice, six  thousand  one  hundred  and  nfly  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  tbe  Commis- 
sioner, four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Register's  office,  (in- 
cluding books  for  the  public  stocks,)  two  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  rent  for  the  several  houses 
employed  in  the  Treasury  Department,  (except  the 
Treasurer's  office,)  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
and  forty-six  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents. 

For  expense  of  firewood  and  candles  in  the  sev- 
eral offices  of  the  Treasury  Department,  (except 
the  Treasurer's  office,)  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  stat- 
ing and  printing  the  public  accounts  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 
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For  compensatioBg  to  the  several  Loan  Offi- 
cers, thirteen  thoasand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollara 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  eight 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  printing, 
rent,  and  other  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three  cent& 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department,  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  six  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  * 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  offioe  of  the  Ac- 
countant of  the  War  Department,  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  following  officere  of 
the  Mint:  The  Director,  two  thousand  dollars; 
the  Treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars ; 
the  Assay er,  one  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars ; 
the  Chief  Coiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars; the  Engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  four  clerks,  at  five  hundred  dollars  each,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  laborers  in  the 
different  branches  of  the  'refinery,  melting,  and 
coining,  at  the  Mint,  five  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  mechanics  employed  in  making 
and  repairing  machinery  for  the  Mint,  two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  new  coining  press,  iron- 
mongery, lead,  wood,  coals,  stationery,  office  fur- 
niture, and  for  other  contingencies  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Mint,  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  house  and  lot  for  the 
Mint,  and  of  lumber,  bricks,  and  other  materials  for 
buildings  to  be  erected,  and  other  necessary  im- 
provements to  be  made,  including  mason'ft  and  car- 
pen  ter^s  work,  cartage  and  laborers,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Qovemors,  Secretaries, 
and  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest  and  the 
Territory  South  of  th^  river  Ohio,  ten  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  office  rent,  printing 
patents  for  lands,  and  other  contingent  expenses  in 
both  the  said  Territories,  seven  hundred  aoUars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
the  late  Government,  two  thousand  and  seven  dol- 
lars and  seventy-three  cents. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  widow  and 
orphan  children  of  Colonel  John  Harding,  and  to 
the  orphan  children  of  Major  Alexander  Trueman, 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-seventh 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety - 
three,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  annual  allowance  for  the  education  of 
Hu;^h  Mercer,  son  of  the  late  Major  Qeneral  Mer- 
cer, by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  second  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  four 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  civil  department, 
oot  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  as- 


certained and  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement 
at  the  Treasury,  and  which  are  of  a  nature,  accord- 
ing to  the  usage  thereof,  to  require  payment  in 
specie,  three  thousand  dollars. 

Ssa  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  for  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  public  piers,  and  stakeage  of  channels,  ban, 
and  shoals,  there  shall  be  appropriated  a  sum  of 
money  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars; 
and  for  making  good  a  deficiency  of  appropriation 
for  building  a  light-house  at  Baldhead,  there  shall 
be  appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  thousand 
dollars. 

Ssa  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  for  dis- 
charging certain  miscellaneous  claims  upon  the 
United  States,  there  Bhall  be  appropriated  a  sum 
of  money  not  exceeding  eight  thousand  and  four 
dollars  and  thirteen  cents,  that  is  to  say :  For  mak- 
ing good  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  loss 
and  insurance  on  shipments  of  money  for,  and  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  and  for  loss  on  sil- 
ver and  gold  received  from  the  collectora  at  Wil- 
mington and  Edenton,  one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  twelve  dollara  and  ninety-three  cents;  for 
paying  Joseph  Stretch,  sole  administrator  of  Jo- 
seph Wright,  deceased,  for  modelling  a  likeness 
and  cutting  two  dies,  in  conformity  to  a  resola- 
tion  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -nine, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollara  and  thirty- 
three  cents ;  for  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  to 
Arthur  St.  Clair,  purauant  to  an  act  of  Congress 
of  the  thirty-first  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four,  one  thousand  and  fifty-seven 
dollara  and  eighty-seven  cents ;  for  an  allowance 
to  the  widow  and  orphan  children  of  Robert  For- 
syth, late  marehal  of  the  district  of  Georgia,  pur- 
suant to  an  act  of  June  the  seventh,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  two  thousand  dol- 
lara ;  for  defraying  the  expense  of  publishing  lists 
of  invalid  pensioners,  in  compliance  with  the  re- 
solution of  Congress  of  the  ninth  of  June,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  eight 
hundred  dollara ;  for  defitiying  the  expense  of  sun- 
dry exprasses  to  and  from  the  collectora  of  the  re- 
venue, in  relation  to  the  embargo,  five  hundred 
dollara;  for  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  . 
demands  against  the  United  States,  other  than 
those  on  account  of  the  civil  department,  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  have  been 
ascertained  and  admitted  in  d;:e  course  of  settle- 
ment at  the  Treasury,  and  which  are  of  a  nature, 
according  to  the  usage  thereof,  to  require  payment 
in  specie,  two  thousand  dollars. 

SKa  4.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollara  referred  by  the  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  January  2, 1795. 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  pa^  of  the  noD-commiMioned 
officers,  muaicians,  and  privates  of  the  Militia  of  the 
United  States,  when  called  into  actual  service^  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  d^.,  That|  from  and  after  the  pass- 
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ing  of  this  act,  the  allowance  of  bounty,  clothing, 
and  pay,  to  the  non-commissioned  ofiScers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates  of  the  infantry,  artillery,  and 
cavalry  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  when 
called  into  actual  service,  shall  be  at  the  rate  per 
month  as  follows:  £ach  sergeant-major  and  quar- 
termaster-sergeant, nine  dollars;  each  drum  and 
fife  major,  eight  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents; 
each  sergeant,  eight  dollars ;  each  corporal,  drum- 
mer, fifer,  and  trumpeter,  seven  dollars  and  thirty- 
three  cents;  each  farrier,  saddler,  and  artificer, 
(included  as  a  private,)  eight  dollars;  each  gunner, 
bombardier,  and  private,  six  dollars  and  sixty-six 
cents. 

Sec.  2.  Arid  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  monthly  pay,  there  shall  be  allowed 
to  each  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician, 
and  private  of  the  cavalry,  for  the  use  of  his  horse, 
arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  for  the  risk  thereof, 
except  of  horses  killed  in  action,  forty  cents  per 
day ;  and  to  each  non-commissioned  officer,  musi- 
cian, and  private,  twenty-five  cents  per  day,  in  lieu 
of  rations  and  forage,  when  they  shall  provide  the 
name. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  furiher  enacted^  That,  when- 
ever the  militia  shall  be  called  into  the  actual  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  their  pay  shall  be  deemed 
to  commence  from  the  day  of  their  appearing  at  the 
places  of  battalion,  regimental,  or  brigade  rendez- 
vous— allowing  to  each  non-commissioned  officer, 
musician,  and  private  soldier,  a  day's  pay  and 
rations  for  every  fifteen  miles  from  his  home  to 
such  place  of  rendezvous,  and  the  same  allowance 
for  traveling  home  from  the  place  of  discharge. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  pay  heretofore  authorized  by  law, 
there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  the 
militia  lately  called  forth  into  the  actual  service 
of  the  United  States,  on  an  expedition  to  Fort  Pitt, 
such  sums  as  shall,  with  the  pay  heretofore  by  law 
established,  be  equal  to  the  allowance  respectively 
mrovided  in  the  first  and  second  sections  of  this  act : 
jPravided^  nevertheless^  That  the  compensations 
made  by  any  State  to  the  militia  called  forth  from 
such  State,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  included  in  the 
additional  allowance  authorized  by  this  act ;  and 
such  State  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  such  sums  as  they 
shall  have  paid  or  allowed  to  the  non-commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  over  and  above 
the  pay  heretofore  allowed  by  law,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding the  additional  allowance  granted  by  this 
lict 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the 
completing  and  better  supporting  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,  as  provided  by 
the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  further  and  more 
effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,"  there  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  to 
each  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  and  pri- 
vate now  in  service,  or  hereafter  to  be  enlisted, 
the  additional  pay  of  one  dollar  per  month,  during 
the  terms  of  toeu:  respective  enlistments ;  and  to 


each  soldier  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
or  discharged  therefrom  subsequent  to  the  third 
day  of  March  last,  who  shall  re-enlist  after  the  fir^ 
day  of  January  next,  an  additional  bounty  of  ei^t 
dollars — making  the  entire  bounty  sixteen  dollars; 
and  to  each  person  not  now  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  or  discharged,  as  above,  who  shall 
enlist  after  the  said  first  day  of  January  next,  an 
additional  bounty  of  six  dollars — ^making  the  en- 
tire bounty  fourteen  dollars:  but  the  payment  of 
four  dollars  of  each  additional  bounty  hereby  grant- 
ed, shall  be  deferred  until  the  soldier  enKsttng  shall 
join  the  regiment  or  corps  in  which  he  is  to  serve. 

Sec  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  to  those 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  who 
are  or  shall  be  employed  on  the  Western  frontiers; 
there  shall  be  allowed,  during  the  time  of  their 
being  so  employed,  two  ounces  of  flour  or  bread, 
and  two  ounces  of  beef  or  pork,  in  addition  to  each 
of  their  rations,  and  half  a  pint  of  salt  in  addition 
to  every  hundred  of  their  rations. 

Approved,  January  2,  1795. 

An  Act  authorizing  the  transfer  of  the  stock  staodiog 
to  the  credit  of  certain  States. 

Be  it  enacted  &c.^  That  at  any  time  within  tvo 
years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  transfers  sfa&ll 
and  may  be  authorized,  of  so  much  of  the  stixk 
standing  to  the  credit  of  any  State,  pursuant  t) 
the  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  settlin.;  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  individual 
States ;  and  the  act  passed  thereon,  entitled  *'  An 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  inte- 
rest on  the  balances  due  to  certain  States,  upon  a 
final  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  States,'*  to  creditors  of 
such  State  who  were  such  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  their  respect- 
ive demands:  Provided^  That  no  such  transfer 
shall  be  made  but  with  the  consent  of  the  said 
State  and  its  creditors. 

Approved,  January  2,  1795. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  payment  of  certain  instal- 
ments of  Foreign  Debts,  and  of  the  third  iostalmeni 
due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Su:ei. 

Be  it  encteted,  Ae.^  That,  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  lod 
empowered  to  cause  any  instalments  of  the  Foreign 
Debts  which  may  fall  due  in  the  yejir  one  thoa- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  and  also  the 
third  instalment  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  eleventh 
section  of  the  act  for  incorporating  the  subscribers 
to  the  said  Bank,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
any  Foreign  Loans  heretofore  made. 

Approved,  January  8,  1796. 

An  Act  for  reviving  certain  suits  and  process  ▼hicli 
have  been  discontinued  in  the  District  Court  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Be  it  enacted^  de..  That  all  suits  and  process 
which  were  pending  in  the  District  Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania, which,  by  law,  ought  to  have  been  holden 
on  the  third  Monday  in  November  last,  and  which 
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^ere  discontinued  by  the  failure  to  h'^ld  the  same; 
and  all  suits  and  process  which  were  commenced  for 
the  said  Court,  or  returnable  thereto;  and,  also,  all 
suits  and  process  which  were  pending  in  any  spe- 
cial Court  of  the  said  district,  and  discontinued  by 
failure  to  hold  the  adjournment  thereof,  on  the  day 
appointed,  at  any  time  since  the  last  day  of  July 
last,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  revived ;  and  hereby 
day  is  eiven  to  all  the  suits  and  process  aforesaid, 
in  the  District  Court  next  by  law  to  be  holden  in 
the  sarne  district ;  and  the  saihe  proceedings  may 
be  had  at  the  same  last  mentioned  Court,  in  all  the 
salts  and  process  aforesaid,  as  by  law  might  have 
been  had  at  the  Courts,  respectively,  in  which  the 
sarue  vrere  pending,  or  to  which  the  same  were  re- 
turnable. 
Approved,  January  28,  1795. 

Ad  Act  farther  extending  the  time  for  receiving  on 
Loan  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enaeUd^  Ac ,  That  the  term  for  receiving 
on  loan  that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United 
States  which  has  not  been  subscribed  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  provisions  heretofore  made  by  law  for 
that  purpose,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  further 
extended  until  the  thirty-first  day  of  December 
next,  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  are  con- 
tained in  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  provi- 
sion for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States ;"  Provided, 
That  the  books  for  receiving  the  said  subscriptions 
shall  be  opened  only  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  such  of 
the  creditors  of  the  United  States  as  have  not  sub- 
scribed and  shall  not  subscribe  to  the  said  loan, 
shall  nevertheless  receive  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seTen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  a  rate  per  cen- 
tum on  the  amount  of  such  of  their  demands  as 
have  been  registered  or  as  shall  be  registered  at 
the  Treasury  conformable  to  the  directions  in  the 
act,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  provision  for  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States,"  equal  to  the  interest 
which  would  be  payable  to  them  as  subscribing 
creditors. 

Approved,  Januar;  28,  1795. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  tlie  several  acts  imposing  du- 
ties on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States. 

VTh  reas  difficulties  have  arisen  in  ascertaining 
the  duties  on  certain  articl&s  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  further  provisions  for  securing 
the  collection  of  the  impost  duties  are  found  neces- 
sary : 

Be  it  enacts,  Sc,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  present 
duties,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid 
upon  all  printing  types,  which  after  the  last  day 
of  March  next,  shall  be  imported  into  the  United 
States,  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  rate  of  ten  per  centum,  and  upon  all  girandoles, 
at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem ;  that, 
after  the  said  last  day  of  March  next,  the  present 
duties  payable  upon  clayed  sugars  shall  cease,  and 
there  shall  be  paid  upon  all  white  clayed  or  white 
powdered  sugars,  three  cents  per  pound,  and  upon 
all  other  clayed  or  powderel  sugars,  one  and  a  half 


cent  per  pound ;  upon  Malaga  wine,  twenty  cents ; 
upon  Burgundy  and  Champagne,  forty  cents  per 
gallon. 

Skc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  after 
the  said  last  day  of  March,  teas,  commonly  called 
imperial,  gunpowder,  or  gomee,  shall  pay  the  same 
duties  a<  hyson  teas;  and  where  any  entire  article 
is,  by  any  law  of  the  United  States,  made  subject 
to  the  payment  of  duties,  the  parts  thereof,  when 
imported  separately,  shall  be  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same  rate  of  duties. 

Sbo.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  after 
the  said  last  day  of  March,  the  valuation  of  all 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  ad  valorem,  shall  be  made  upon 
the  actual  cost  at  the  place  of  exportation,  in- 
cluding all  charges,  (commissions,  outside  pack- 
ages and  insurance  only  excepted,)  that  the  duty 
on  any  wines  imported  into  the  United  States  shall 
not  be  less  than  ten  cents  per  gallon,  and  that  bot- 
les  in  which  any  liquor  is  imported,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  payment  of  the  like  duty  as  empty 
bottles. 

See.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  du- 
ties upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  mere  andise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  after  the  said  last 
day  of  March,  (where  the  sum  payable  by  one 
person  or  copartnership  shall  amo'^nt  to  more  than 
fifty  dollars,)  shall  be  payable  upon  all  articles, 
the  produce  of  the  West  Indies,  (salt  excepted,) 
the  one-half  in  three,  and  the  other  half  in  six  ca- 
lendar months ;  and  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  from  £urope,  (wines,  salt  and 
teas  exc  pted,)  one-third  in  eight  months,  and  one- 
third  in  ten  months,  and  the  remaining  third  in 
twelve  months  from  the  time  of  each  respective 
importation. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  re- 
spect to  the  aforesaid  duties,  and  the  duties  hereto- 
fore imposed  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  an 
addition  of  ten  per  centum  to  the  several  vates  of 
duties  when  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the 
United  States,  except  in  cases  where  such  addi- 
tional duty  has  been  before  specialty  laid  on  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,imported  in  such  ships 
or  vessels. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  du- 
ties aforesaid  shall  be  collected  in  like  manner,  and 
under  the  same  regulations,  restrictions,  and  provi- 
sions, and  subject  to  the  like  appropriations  as 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  ^he 
United  States,  are  now  subject  to. 

Approved,  January  29,  1795. 

An  Act  making  further  provision  in  cases  of  draw- 
backs. 

Whereas  the  allowance  of  drawbacks  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Unite  i 
States,  is  now  limited  to  such  as  are  exported 
from  districts  into  which  the  same  are  imported, 
and  great  loss  and  inconvenience  are  experienced 
from  such  limitation  and  further  provision,  in  re- 
spect to  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  entitled  to 
drawback,  is  deemed  necessary :   . 

Be  it  enacted^  Ae,^  That  after  the  last  day  of 
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March  next,  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  may  be  exported 
from  any  of  the  ports  at  which  ships  and  vessels 
from  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from  any  place  be- 
yond the  same,  are  admitted  to  make  entry,  and  en- 
titled to  the  same  drawback  of  the  duties  as  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  exported  from  the  districts 
into  which  they  are  imported,  are  now  entitled  to : 
Provided^  n^ertheitas,  That  such  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  such  draw- 
back, unless  they  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  certi- 
ficate from  the  collector  of  the  district  into  which 
they  were  imported,  specifying  the  marks,  num- 
bers, and  descriptions,  of  the  casks  or  packa^s, 
with  the  names  of  the  master  and  vessel  m  which, 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  from  whence,  they 
were  imported ;  and  where  the  articles  pay  duties 
by  weight  or  measure,  the  quantity  in  each ;  and  in 
all  cases  the  amount  of  the  duties  paid  or  secured 
thereon. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it/urther  enacted.  That  in  order 
to  entitle  any  person  to  such  certificate,  he  or  they 
shall  make  out  an  entry  of  all  such  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  specifying  the  marks,  numbers, 
and  descriptions,  of  the  casks,  or  packages,  and 
their  contents,  the  names  of  the  xpaster  and  vessel 
in  which,  the  time  when,  and  the  place  from  which 
they  were  imported ;  the  names  of  the  master  and 
vessel  in  which  they  are  intended  to  be  laden,  and 
the  district  in  the  United  States  to  which  thcv  are 
destined  ;  and  shall  moreover  make  oath  or  affirma- 
tion to  the  truth  of  such  entry ;  which  requisites 
being  complied  with,  and  the  collector  satisfied 
with  the  truth  thereof,  he  shall  grant  such  certifi- 
cate, and  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
shall  be  entered  with  the  collector  of  the  district 
into  which  they  shall  be  brought  from  the  place  of 
their  importation,  previous  to  the  landing  or  unlad- 
ing thereof. 

Sec  8.  And  he  it  fwrtlwr  enacted.  That,  after 
the  last  day  of  March  next,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  importer,  or  exporter,  of  any  liquors  in  casks, 
ooflfee  in  casks,  or  other  packages,  or  any  unrefined 
sugars,  to  fill  up  the  casks  or  packages  out  of  other 
cauiks  or  packages  included  in  the  original  importa- 
tion, into  new  casks  or  packages,  in  case  the  orig- 
inal cask  or  package  shall  be  so  injured  as  to  be 
rendered  unfit  for  exportation,  and  under  the  in- 
spection of  the  inspector  of  the  port  from  which 
such  liquors,  cofiee,  or  unrefined  sugars,  are  intend- 
ed to  be  exported. 

Sbo.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  entitled  to 
drawback,  shall  be  entered  for  exportation  from 
any  other  district  than  the  one  into  which  they 
were  imported,  the  person  intending  to  export  the 
same,  besides  producing  the  certificate  hereinbe- 
fore directed,  shall  make  an  entry  in  like  manner, 
and  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  therein 
expressed,  shall  undergo  the  same  examination  as 
is  by  law  required  relative  to  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  entitled  to  drawback,  and  intended 
to  be  exported  from  tlie  place  of  original  importa- 
tion. 

Sic.  6.  And  he,  itfwrther  enacted,  That  for  all 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  entitled  to  draw- 


back, which,  after  the  last  day  of  March  next, 
shall  be  exported  from  the  district  into  which 
they  were  originally  imported,  the  exporter  or  ex- 

f sorters  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  oo!- 
ector  of  such  district  a  debenture  or  debentores 
for  the  amount  of  the  drawback  to  which  s^ch 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  are  entitled,  payable 
at  the  same  time  or  times  respectively  on  which 
the  duties  on  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchai> 
dise,  shall  become  due,  except  the  same  or  anj 
part  thereof  has  been  paid,  or  shall  become  payaKe 
in  less  than  three  months;  in  which  case  such 
debenture  shall  be  payable  in  three  months; :  AqJ 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  collectors  to  dis- 
charge such  debentures,  at  the  time  they  become 
due,  out  of  any  public  money  in  their  hands.  Aad 
where  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  are  exporwd 
from  any  other  district  than  the  one  into  which 
they  were  imported,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
collector  of  such  district  to  grant  to  the  exporter 
a  certificate  expressing  that  such  goods,  ware;, 
and  merchandise,  were  exported  from  his  district, 
with  the  marks,  numbers,  and  description,  of  the 
packages  and  their  contents,  the  name  of  the  ref- 
sel  on  which  they  were  laden,  the  name  of  the 
commander,  and  the  port  for  which  they  were 
cleared  out,  and  the  amount  of  the  drawback  to 
which  they  are  entitled.  And  such  certificate 
shall  entitle  the  possessor  thereof  to  receive  frora 
the  collector  of  the  said  district,  with  whom  th<: 
duties  on  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandiie, 
were  paid,  or  secured,  a  debenture  or  debentures  for 
the  drawback  expressed  in  the  said  certificate^  par- 
able at  the  same  time,  and  in  like  manner,  as  is  here- 
in directed  for  debentures  on  goods,  wares,  ani  mer- 
chandise, exported  from  'the  place  of  their  first  in- 
portation :  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  the  collec- 
tor aforesaid  may  refuse  to  grant  such  debentT? 
or  debentures, 'in  case  it  shall  appear  to  him  thst 
any  error  has  arisen,  or  any  fraud  has  been  com- 
mitted ;  and  in  case  of  such  refusal,  if  the  dtrbes- 
ture  or  debentures  claimed  shall  exceed  one  hao- 
^red  dollars,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  represent  th: 
case  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  who  shall 
determine  whether  such  debenture  or  debentores 
shall  be  granted  or  not:  And  provided  alv-jyt, 
That  in  no  case  of  an  exportation  by  the  original 
importer  shall  a  drawback  be  paid  until  the  duties 
on  the  importation  thereof  shall  have  been  fir^t 
received. 

Skc.  6.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  Uf<x^ 
the  receipt  of  any  such  debenture,  in  case  of  ex- 
portation from  the  district  of  original  importatioo, 
and  in  case  of  exportation  from  any  other  district, 
before  the  receipt  of  any  such  certificate,  the  per- 
son applying  for  the  same 'shall  give  bond  vith 
one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
collector  who  is  to  grant  the  debenture,  or  the  cer- 
tificate, as  the  case  may  be,  in  a  sum  equal  to 
double  the  amount  of  the  sum  for  which  such  de- 
benture or  certificate  is  granted,  oonditiooed  to 
produce  *to  such  collector,  like  proof  and  certificates 
of  the  delivery  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchao- 
dise,  at  some  place  without  the  United  States,  as 
are  now  required  by  law  for  obtaining  the  dnv- 
b«ck  on  exportation,  within  one  year,  in  case  such 
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goods  have  been  shipped  to  any  part  of  Earope  or 
America,  and  within  two  yeara,  if  to  any  part  of 
Asia  or  Africa :  Provided^  Tiecerthelesi^  That  when 
It  shall  be  made  to  app^r  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
collector,  to  whom  sach  certificates  are  directed  to 
be  retaraed,  that  such  certificates  eoald  not  be  ob- 
tained, the  exporter  or  exporters  shall  be  permitted 
to  offer  each  other  testimony,  as  to  the  landing  or 
loss  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as  he 
may  have;  which  proof  shall  be  referred  to  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  who  shall  have  power 
and  authority  to  admit  the  same  if  he  shall  deem  it 
latisfaclory,  and  to  direct  the  collector  to  cancel  the 
bond  accordingly. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  il  jurther  enacted,  That  so 
DDch  of  the  act.  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide 
more  efTectually  ror  the  collection  of  the  duties 
Imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels,"  as  extends  the  credits 
on  bonds  given  for  duties  on  account  of  the  draw- 
back oQ  goods  exported,  shall,  after  the  said  last 
day  of  March  next,  be  repealed ;  Provided,  That 
notbiog  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  any  allowance  made  upon  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  before  the  said  Ust  day 
of  March  next 

Approved,  January  29, 1795. 

in  Act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
gulate the  pay  of  the  noa-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
Biciana,  and  privates,  of  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States,  wheo  called  into  actual  service,  and  for  other 

puTpoaea." 

Be  U  enacted,  <fc.y  That  the  augmentation  of 
bonnty  authorized  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  non- 
eommiasioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of 
Ibe  Militia  of  the  United  States,  when  called  into 
Ktaal  service,  and  for  other  purposes,**  shall  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  such  recruits  as  shall  have  en- 
jilted  after  the  passing  of  the  said  act,  or  as  shall 
hereafter  enlist,  in  like  manner  as  is  by  the  said  act 
provided  in  eases  of  enlistment  after  the  first  day  of 
J»nttary  next. 

Approved,  January  29,  1795. 


^  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  Natnraliaatioo, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  passed. 

For  carrying  into  complete  effect  the  power 
given  by  the  Constitution  to  establish  an  uniform 
^le  of    naturalization    throughout    the    United 

States : 

Be  it  enacted,  tf^.,  That  ^ny  alien,  being  a  free 
vbite  person,  may  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen 
pi  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  on  the  follow- 
^"S  conditions,  and  not  otherwise : 

First  He  shall  have  declared,  on  oath  or  affirm- 
Jl^OQ,  before  the  Supreme,  Superior,  District,  or 
Jjjucuit  Court  of  some  one  of  the  States,  or  of  the 
fcrritories  Northwest  or  South  of  the  river  Ohio, 
^l  A  Circuit  or  District  Court  of  the  United  States, 
^^  years,  at  least,  before  his  admission,  that  it 
^^  hojui  fide,  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen 
<^'  the  United  States,  and  to  reaoaoce  forever  all 


allegiance  and  fidelity  to  any  foreign  prince,  poten* 
tate.  State,  or  sovereignty  whatever,  and  ptirticu- 
larly  by  name,  the  prince,  potenutc,  State,  or 
sovereignty  whereof  such  alien  may,  at  the  time, 
be  a  citizen  or  subject 

Secondly.  He  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  applica- 
tion to  be  admitted,  declare,,  on  oath  or  affirmation, 
before  some  one  of  the  Courts  aforesaid,  that  he 
has  resided  within  the  United  States  five  years  at 
least,  and  within  the  State  or  Territory  where 
such  Court  is  at  the  time  held,  one  year  at  least, 
that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  he  doth  absolutely  and  entirely 
renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to 
every  foreign  prince,  potentate,  State,  or  sovereign- 
ty whatever,  and  particularly,  by  name,  the  prince, 
potentate.  State,  or  sovereignty,  whereof  lie  was 
oefore  a  citizen  or  subject ;  which  proceedings  shall 
be  recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the  Court. 

ThirdW.  The  Court  admitting  such  alien  shall 
be  satisfied  that  he  has  resided  within  the  limits 
and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slates,  five 
years ;  and  it  shall  further  appear  to  their  satisfac- 
tion that,  during  that  time,  he  has  behaved  as  a 
man  of  a  good  moral  character,  attached  to  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  well  disposed  to  the  good  order  and  happiness 
of  the  same. 

Fourthly.  In  case  the  alien  applying  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  citizenship  shall  have  oorne  any  heredi- 
tary titie,  or  been  of  any  of  the  orders  of  nobility, 
in  the  Kingdom  or  State  from  which  he  came,  he 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  above  requisites,  make  an 
express  renunciation  of  his  title  or  order  of  nobil- 
ity, in  the  Court  to  which  his  application  shall  be 
made ;  which  renunciation  shall  be  recorded  in  the 
said  Court. 

SEa  2.  Provided  alwaye,  and  le  it  fartker 
enacted.  That  any  alien,  now  residing  within  the 
limits  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  may  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen,  on 
his  declaring,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  in  some  one 
of  the  Courts  aforesaid,  that  he  has  resided  two 
years,  at  least,  within  and  under  the  jurisKiiction 
of  the  same,  and  one  year,  at  least,  within  the 
State  or  Territory  where  such  Court  is  at  the 
time  held:  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States;. and  that  he  doth  absolutely 
and  entirely  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance 
and  fidelity  to  any  foreign  prince,  potentate.  State, 
or  sovereignty,  whatever,  and  particularly,  by 
name,  the  prince,  potentate,  State,  or  sovereignty, 
whereof  he  was  before  a  citizen  or  aubiect ;  and 
moreover,  on  its  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Court,  that,  during  the  said  term  of  two  years, 
he  has  behaved  as  a  man  of  good  moral  character, 
attached  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  well  disposed  to  the  good  order  and  happiness 
of  the  same ;  and,  when  the  alien  applying  for  admis- 
sion to  citizenship  shall  have  borne  any  hereditary 
titie,  or  been  of  any  of  the  orders  of  nobility  in  the 
Kingdom  or  State  from  which  he  came,  on  his, 
moreover,  making  in  the  Court  an  express  renun- 
ciation of  his  title  or  order  of  nobility,  before  he 
shall  be  entitled  to  such  admission ;  all  of  which 
proceedings,  required  in  thia  proviao  to  be  per- 
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formed  in  the  Court,  shall  be  recorded  by  the  clerk 
thereof. 

Src.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Thnt  the 
children  of  perHons  duly  nntunilized,  dwelling 
within  the  United  States,  and  being  under  the 
age  of  twenty'One  yenrn,  at  the  time  of  snch  nntu- 
rnlizaiinn,  and  the  children  of  citizenB  of  the  Unit- 
ed 8tnteM,  born  out  of  the  limits  nnd  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  nhall  be  considered  as  citizens 
of  tl)e  United  States :  Provided,  That  the  right 
of  citizenMliip  shall  not  descend  to  per^tons  whose 
fathers  have  never  been  re^iident  in  the  United 
States :  Procided,  alto,  That  no  person  heretofore 
proscribed  by  any  Slate,  or  who  has  been  legally 
convicted  of  having  joined  the  nrmy  of  Great 
Britain,  during  the  late  war,  shall  be  admitted  a 
citizen  as  aforesaid,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Slate  in  which  such  person  was 
prtjwribed. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  act 
entitled  *' An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization,"  passed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  be, 
and  the  siime  is  hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  January  29,  1795. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Act,  entitled  **  An  Act  making 
alteratioud  in  the  Treasury  and  War  Departments. 
Be  it  enacieed,  <J<.,  That  in  cjise  at'  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  SecreUiry  of  State,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Departliienl 
of  War,  or  of  any  officer  of  either  of  the  said  De- 
partments, whose  appointment  is  not  in  the  Head 
thereof,  whereby  they  cannot  perform  the  duties 
of  their  ssiid  respective  offices,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  {States,  in  case  he  slialt 
think  it  iiecessjiry,  to  authorize  any  person  or  per- 
sons, at  his  discretion,  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
s;iid  respective  offices,  until  a  successor  ite  appoin- 
ted, or  such  vacancy  be  tilled :  Prodded^  Ttiat  no 
one  vacancy  shall  be  supplied,  in  manner  aforesaid, 
for  a  longer  term  than  six  months. 
Approved,  February  13,  1795. 


An  Act  relative  to  the  compenoation  of  certain  officers 
enjployt'd  in  the  cuUectiun  of  the  duties  of  impost 
aad  tonnage. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f^.,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  commis- 
sions heretofore  by  law  established,  there  shall  be 
allowed  to  the  collectors  of  the  duties  of  impost 
and  tonnage,  on  all  moneys  by  them  re>«peciively 
received  on  accunt  of  the  duties  atbresjiid  arising 
on  tonnage,  and  on  goods,  Wiires,  and  merchandine, 
imported  after  the  last  day  of  March  next,  as  fol- 
lows, to  wii : 

To  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York,  three-tenths  of  one  per  cent; 

To  Uie  collector  of  the  di<(trict  of  Boston  and 
Charlestown,  and  to  the  collector  of  the  district  of 
Baltimore,  five-eighths  of  one  per  cent ; 

To  the  collectors  uf  the  districts  of  Salem  and 
Norfolk,  seven-eighths  of  one  per  cent; 

To  the  coltectora  of  the  districts  of  Alexandria, 
Charleston,  and  Savannah,  one  per  cent ; 

To  the  collector  of  the  district  of  Newbnryport, 
one  and  a  quarter  per  cent ; 


To  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Portsmouth, 
Portland,  Newport,  Providence,  New  Haven,  and 
Tappahannock,  one  and  a  half  per  cent: 

And  to  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Ver- 
mont, Champlain,  Gloucester,  Marblehead,  Ply- 
mouth, Barnstable,  Nantncket,  E^gartown,  V« 
Bedford,  Dighton,  York,  Biddeford,  Bath,  Wis- 
cssset,  Penobscot,  Frenchman's  Bay,  Machbn. 
Passaroaquoddy,  New  London,  Fairfield,  Sa^f 
Harbor,  Perth-Amboy,  Burlington,  Bridgetown, 
Great  Egg  Harbor,  Wilmington  in  Deiaw.irp. 
Chester,  Oxford,  Viennn,  Snowhill,  Ann.npi«li% 
Nottingham,  Cedar  Point,  Georgetown  in  Muj. 
land,  Bermuda  Hundred|  Hampton,  Yorktovn, 
Yeocomico,  Dumfries,  Foley  Landing,  Chcrn- 
stone.  South  Quay,  Kentucky,  Wilmington  in  NortQ 
Carolina,  Newbern,  Washington,  Edenton,  Camder, 
Georgetown  in  South  Carolina,  Bestafon,  Sanbnir, 
Brunswick,  St.  Mary's,  and  Hardwich,  two  per 
cent. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  fn)m 
and  after  the  last  day  of  March  next,  in  lien  of  the 
annual  allowances  heretofore  established  by  lav, 
there  shall  be  yearly  allowed  to  the  folluirir^ 
officers,  the  sums  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Aonapnit*, 
Chester,  South  Quay,  Yeocomico,  Wilmington  in 
North  Carolina,  Cedar  Point,  and  Washington,  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  each  ; 

To  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  York,  Pa.*'*- 
maquoddy,  Oxford,  Vienna,  Nottingham,  H.-^mp- 
ton,  Yorktown,  Dumfries,  Foley  l^ndin?.  Cher- 
rystone, Beaufort,  St.  Mary's,  Brunswii^k,  sad 
Hardwich,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  duU 
lars  each ; 

To  the  collector  of  the  district  of  Perth-Ambor, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars; 

To  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Portsmooth, 
Vermont,  Champlain,  Gloucester,  Plymoari, 
Birnstable,  Nantucket,  Edgartown,  New  Bedfunl, 
Biddeford,  Penobscot,  Frenchman's  Bay,  Machia.^ 
Ne\\port,  Fairfield,  Burlington,  Bridgetown,  Grt^t 
Egg  Harbor,  Wilmington  in  Delaware,  Snowljill, 
Kentucky,  Bermuda  Eluitdred,  Camden,  Georgtr- 
lown  in  South  Caroliita,  and  Sunbury,  the  som  uf 
one  hundred  dollars  each; 

To  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Marbleliea^ 
Bath,  WihC.tsset,  New  Haven,  nnd  Georgetown  ia 
Maryland,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  each; 

To  the  naval  officer  of  the  district  of  Portsmooth, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars: 

To  the  naval  officers  of  the  districts  of  Newbory- 
port,  Salem,  Newport,  Providence,  Wilmingion  is 
North  Carolina,  and  Savannah,  the  soio  vf  ooe 
hundred  dollars  each ;  . 

To  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Salem,  two  bon- 
dred  dollars; 

To  the  surveyors  of  Portsmouth,  Newbarvpoit, 
Bristol,  Warren,  East  Greenwich,  St.  M-iryX 
Suffolk,  Smithfleld,  Richmond,  Petersburg,  Fred- 
ericksburg, Wiiminirton,  Beaufort,  and  Swans- 
borough,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
each; 

To  the  surveyors  of  Newport  and  Prondeaee» 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  each; 

To  the  surveyors  of  Gloucester,  Bererly,  New 
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\iaven,  Middletown,  Albany,  Hudson,  LiUle  E^g 
Elarbor,  and  Lewellensburg,  one  hundred  and 
;wentj  dollura  each; 

And  to  the  sarveyora  of  Ipswich,  Portland, 
Korth  Kingston,  Pawhatock,  Putuxet,  New  Lon- 
ion,  Stoniiigton,  Town  Creek,  Bermuda  Hundred, 
West  Point,  Urhanna,  Port  Royal,  Alexandria, 
Windsor,  Hertford,  Plymouth,  Skewarky,  Mur- 
freenborough,  Bennet'it  Creek,  Winton,  Nixonton, 
Newbi^gen  Oeek,  Pasquotank  River,  Indian  Town, 
Currituck  Inlet,  Savannah,  and  New  Brunswick, 
in  New  Jersey,  the  ^sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  March  next,  in  lieu  of  the 
sum  heret«)fore  established  by  law,  there  shall  be 
pciid  to  each  inspector,  for  every  day  he  shall  be  ac- 
tually employed  in  aid  of  the  customs,  a  sum  not 
exceed  in  or  one  dollar  and  sixty-six  cents ;  apd  that, 
instead  of  the  sum  heretofore  established  by  law, 
to  be  paid  for  the  weighing  of  every  one  hundred 
and  twelve  pounds,  in  the  districts  of  Pennsylvania, 
New  York,  Boston,  Baltimore,  and  Norfolk,  there 
shall  be  p.iid  one  cent  and  a  half. 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  March  next,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  several  collectors,  naval  officers, 
and  surveyors,  to  keep  accunite  accounts  of  their 
official  emoluments  and  expenditures,  and  the 
same  to  transmit,  annual ly>  on  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember, to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  who 
shall  annually  lay  an  abstract  of  the  same  before 
Congress. 
Approved,  February  14, 1795. 


An  Act  for  the  reimbursement  of  a  Loan  authorized  by 
an  Act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Be  it  enacted,  j-c.  That  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
lend  to  the  United  States,  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dullar.H,  (re- 
maining unappli^,)  in  purMuance  of  the  authority 
granted  to  borrow  one  million  of  dollars,  by  the 
act,  entitled  **  An  act  making  further  provision  for 
the  expenses  attending  the  intercourse  of  the 
United  Suites  with  foreign  nations;  and  further  to 
continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  *  An  aci  providing 
the  means  of  intercourse  between  the  United 
Suites  and  foreign  nationn.'  ^ 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That,  after 
rcKerving  such  sums  as  may  be  sufficient  to  satisfy 
prior  appropriations,  there  be  further  appropriated, 
in  aid  of  the  provision  heretofore  made,  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  duties  which  have  arisen,  or  may 
arise,  upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons, 
upon  licenses  for  selling  wines  and  foreign  disttilled 
spirituous  liquors  by  retail,  upon  snuff  and  refined 
sugar,  and  upon  property  sold  at  auction;  which 
Were  imposed  by  acts  passed  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  which  may  be  further  continued  the 
present  session  of  Congress ;  or  from  the  proceeds 
of  such  duties  or  revenues  as  may  be  established 
in  lieu  thereof,  a  sum  sufficient  to  the  reimburse- 
ment, before  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  one,  of  any  Loan  or  Loans,  which  have  been, 


or  which  may  hereafter  be  made,  in  virtue  nf  the 
act  aforesaid :  and   that   the   faith  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  the  'same  is  hereby,  pledged  to  make 
good  any  deficiency  of  the  said  duties. 
Approved,  February  21,  1795. 

An  Act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  light-house  near 
the  entrance  of  Georgetown  Harbor,  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina. 

Be  it  enacted,  j-c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  t<»  cause  to 
be  erected,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  light-houMc,  near 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Georgetown,  in  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  at  such  place,  when 
ceded  to  the  United  Slates,  as  shall  be  most  con- 
venient for  the  navigation  thereof;  and  that  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  be  appro- 
priated for  the  same,  out  of  any  moneys  not  other- 
wise appropriated :  And  that  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing one  thousand  dollars,  be  appropriated,  for 
placing  buoys  on  certain  shoals  in  Ciipe  Fear  river, 
below  tlie  town  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina. 

Approved,  February  21,  1795. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  Act  concerning  InvalidSb 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  right  any  person 
now  has,  or  may  hereaAer  acquire,  to  receive  a 
pension,  by  virtue  of  the  act  passed  on  the  28th 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  Heven  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  invalid  pensions,**  bo  considered  to  com- 
mence* at  the  time  of  completing  his  testimony 
before  the  District  Judge  or  Commissioners,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  act :  And  nothintf  shnll  be  allow- 
ed to  any  invalid,  of  the  description  aforesiiid,  by 
way  of  arrear  of  pension,  antecedent  to  the  date  of 
his  completing  his  testimony  as  aforesaid:  And 
the  pensions  allowed  under  the  said  act  shall  be 
continued  to  the  respective  pensioners,  during  the 
continuance  of  their  disability. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  com- 
missioned officer,  who  has  received  commutation  of 
half-pay,  shall  be  paid  a  pension  as  an  invalid,  until 
he  shall  return  his  commutation  into  ihe  Treasury  of 
the  United  States;  except  where  special  provision 
has  been  made,  in  particular  eases,  for  allowing 
pensions  on  the  return  only  of  certain  portions  of 
the  commutation. 

Approved,  February  21, 1795. 


Ad  Act  to  establish  the  office  of  Purveyor  of  Public 

Supplies. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  there  shnll  be  in  the 
Department  of  the  Treasury,  an  officer  to  be  de- 
nominated, *'  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies,**  whose 
duty  shall  be,  under  the  direction  and  supervision 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  conduct  the 
procuring  and  providing  of  all  arms,  military  and 
naval  stores,  provisions,  clothing,  Indian  goods, 
and  generally  all  articles  of  supply,  requisite  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  whose  com- 
pen8:ition  shall  be,  a  salarv  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum.    And  all  letters  to  and  from  the 
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said  officer  shall  be  received  and  conveyed  by  poat 
free  of  postage. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  JUrther  enacted.  That  the 
said  officer  nhaU  not  directly  or  indirectly  be  con- 
cerned, or  interested,  in  carrying  on  the  business 
of  trade  or  commerce,  or  be  oivner  in  whole  or  in 
part,  of  any  sea  vessel,  or  purchase  by  himself,  or 
another,  in  trust  for  him,  public  lands,  or  any 
other  public  property,  or  be  concerned  in  the  pur- 
chase or  disposal  of  any  public  securities  of  any 
State,  or  of  the  United  States,  or  take,  or  apply 
to  his  own  use,  any  emolument  or  gain  for  nego- 
tiating or  transacting  any  business  in  the  said 
Department  other  than  what  shall  be  allowed  by 
law ;  and  if  ho  shall  offend  against  any  of  the 
prohibitions  of  this  act,  he  shall,  upon  conviction, 
forfeit  to  the  United  States  the  penalty  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  and  may  be  imprisoned  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  five  years,  and  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office,  and  be  forever  thereafter  inca- 
pable of  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  3,  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  officer  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of 
his  office,  give  bond  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  be 
appoved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
Comptroller,  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, payable  to  the  United  States,  with  condition 
tor  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his 
said  office;  which  bond  shall  be  lodged  in  the 
office  of  the  Comptroller. 

Approved,  February  23, 1795. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  "  for  ascertaining 
the  Fees  in  Admiraltv  proceedings  in  the  District 
Oourts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  the  act,  entitled  ^  An 
act  to  ascertain  the  Fees  in  Admiraltv  proceedings 
in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States  and  for 
other  purposes,"  be,  and  is  hereby  continued  in 
force,  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  passing  of 
this  act,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  February  25,  1795. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  "An  act  to  estab- 
lish the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States. 

JBe  it  enacted,  j-c,  That  the  following  be, 
and  are  hereby  established,  as  Post  Roads, 
namely:  From  Pittstown  in  the  District  of 
Maine,  to  Wiscasaett;  and  from  Hallowell  in 
the  said  district,  to  Norridgeworth :  From  Dover 
in  New  Hampshire,  through  Berwick,  to  Water- 
borough  Courthouse,  and  from  thence  to  Kenne- 
bunk:  From  Portsmouth,  through  Dover,  Ro- 
ehester,  and  Moulton borough,  to  Plymouth ;  and 
from  Plymouth  to  Portsmouth,  by  New  Hampton, 
Meredith,  Gilmantown,  Nottingham  and  Dur- 
ham ;  the  post  to  go  and  return  on  the  said  route 
alternately :  from  Fishkill,  by  Newbnrg  and  New 
Windsor,  to  Goshen:  from  Coopers  Town,  by 
Butternut  Creek  and  Oxford  Academy  to  Union 
Town :  From  Pipers  on  the  post-road  from  Phila« 
delphia  to  Bethlehem,  by  Alexandria,  to  Pittston 


in  New  Jersey:  From  Brownsville  in  Pennsylvs- 
nia,  to  the  town  of  Washington :  From  Readiof, 
by  Sunbury,  and  the  town  of  Northumberland,  to 
Lewisburg,  commonly  called  Derstown,  on  the 
Susquehanna:  From  Bethlehem  to  Wilksbnr^ 
in  the  county  of  Luzerne:  From  York  Towa. 
through  Abbottstown  and  Gettysburg,  to  Hager^- 
town  in  Maryland ;  and  from  Hagerstown,  throogh 
Williamsport,  to  Martensbur?,  in  VirginU:  From 
Annapolis,  by  Lower  Marlborough,  to  Calvert 
Courthouse,  and  from  tbence  to  Saint  Leonard's 
Creek :  From  Bladensburg  In  Maryland,  throagh 
Upper  Marlborough,  to  Nottingham,  and  from 
thence  to  the  town  of  Benedict:  From  Belle-Air 
in  Harford  county,  Maryland,  to  the  Black  Horse, 
on  the  York  and  Baltimore  road:  From Glooees- 
ter  Courthouse,  in  Virginia,  to  York  Town: 
From  Powhattan  Courthouse,  to  Cartersviile: 
From  Charlottesville,  by  Warren,  Warminstca, 
Newmarket,  Amherst  Courthouse,  CabelUbar^ 
and  Madison  to  Lynchburg:  From  Winchester, 
through  Romnev,  to  MoorSelds:  From  Charlotte 
in  North  Carolma,  by  Lancaster  Courthoose*  to 
Camden,  in  South  Carolina;  and  from  Charlotte 
to  Lincolnton:  From  Beardstown,  in  Kentucky, 
to  Nashville,  in  the  territory  South  of  the  rirer 
Ohio. 

Sec.  2,  And  be  itfUrther  enacted^  That,  instead 
of  the  .road  from  Fayette ville,  by  Lumberton  to 
Cheraw  Courthouse,  the  route  of  the  po«t  shaO 
hereafter  be  on  the  most  direct  road  from  Fayetie- 
ville  to  Cheraw  Courthouse:  and  that  the  Post- 
master General  ahall  have  authority  to  discon- 
tinue the  post-road  from  Lumberton  to  Cheraw 
Courthouse,  and  from  Hagerstown  to  Sharps- 
burg,  in  Maryland.  That  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  an  alteration  in  the  post- 
road  from  Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  to  Morgan* 
town,  in  Virginia,  and  from  thence,  by  Unioo 
Town,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  Brownsville,  on  the 
Monongahela,  could  be  made  more  conducive  to  the 
public  interest  than  the  present  route,  yet  so  as  to 
afford  the  same  accommodation  to  the  said  pbees, 
he  shall  be  authorized,  with*  the  consent  of  the 
present  contractor,  for  cariying  the  mail,  to  make 
such  alteration. 

Approved,  February  25,  1705. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  ad  to 
provide  more  effectually  for  the  coUeetion  of  the  du- 
ties on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ihiiM 
or  vessels." 

Be  it  enacted,  <$t;..  That  if  the  master  or  coo- 
mander  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  eoming  into^  or  tr* 
riving  at  any  port  or  plaoe  within  the  United 
SUtes,  shall  obstruct  or  hinder,  or  shall  cause  toy 
obstruction  or  hindrance  with  such  an  intent,  lo 
any  oflker  of  the  revenue,  in  going  on  board  aiieh 
ship  or  vessel,  for  the  purpose  of  earrying  mto 
effect  any  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred,  nor  less  than  fifty  dollars. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That,  io 
all  actions,  suits,  or  informations  to  be  hroogfat 
where  any  seizure  shall  be  made  for  any  brMch 
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of  the  reTenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  bur- 
deaof  proof  shall  lie  on  the  claimant  only,  where 
probable  cause  is  shown  for  such  prosecution,  to  be 
judged  of  by  the  Court,  before  whom  the  prosecu* 
tion  is  had. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  all 
cues  in  which  suits  or  prosecutions  shall  be  com- 
menced for  the  recoTery  of  pecuniary  penalties  pre- 
scribed by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  person 
or  persons,  against  whom  process  may  be  issued, 
shftil  be  held  to  special  bail,  subject  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  which  prevail  in  civil  suits,  in  which 
i^)ecial  bail  is  reouired. 

Skc  4.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That,  from 
ud  after  the  last  day  of  May  next,  there  shall  be 
established  the  following  new  districts  and  ports 
of  delivery,  to  wit :  In  the  State  of  New  Tork,  a 
district  to  be  called  the  District  of  Hudson, 
which  shall  include  the  city  of  Hudson,  and  all 
the  waters  and  shores  northward  of  the  said  city 
on  Hudson  river,  and  the  town  of  Gatskill  below 
the  said  city;  and  the  said  city  of  Hudson 
shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  for  the  said 
district:  to  which  shall  be  annexed  the  towns 
or  landing  places  of  Gatskill,  Kinderhook,  and 
Albany,  as  ports  of  delivery  only;  and  the  col- 
lector for  the  said  district  shall  reside  at  Hud- 
son; and  a  surveyor,  to  reside  at  Hudson,  and 
another,  at  Albany,  as  is  now  by  Uw  established : 
In  the  State  of  Connecticut,  a  district,  to  be 
called  the  district  of  Middletown ;  which  shall  in- 
clude the  several  towns  and  landing  places  of 
Ljme,  Saybrook,  Killingsworth,  Haddam,  East 
Haddam,  Middletown,  Chatham,  Weathersfield, 
Glastenbury,  Hartfor4  East  Hartford,  Windsor, 
tnd  East  Windsor;  of  which  Middletown  shall 
be  the  sole  port  of  entry,  and  the  other  towns  and 
hnding  places  before  named  shall  be  ports  of  de- 
finery  only :  and  the  collector  shall  reside  at  Mid- 
dletown, and  there  shall  be  two  other  surveyors 
Appointed  within  the  said  district,  one  to  reside  at 
Hartford,  and  the  other  at  Saybrook:  In  the 
SUte  of  Massachusetts,  a  district  to  be  called  the 
District  of  Waldoborough ;  and  a  collector  for 
the  district  shall  reside  at  Waldoborough,  which 
shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry ;  and  to  which  dis- 
trict shall  be  annexed  the  towns  of  Bristol,  No- 
bleborough,  Warren,  Thomaston,  Cushtng,  and 
Camden;  also,  a  place  called  Dudctrap,  as  ports 
of  delivery  only ;  and  there  shall  be  a  surveyor  to 
feside  at  Thomaston ;  and  all  the  shores  and  wa- 
ters, from  the  middle  of  Damarasootty  river  to 
Ducktrap,  shall  he  comprehended  within  the  said 
district  of  Waldoborough.  And  in  the  district  of 
Portland  and  Fklmouth,  Freeport  and  Harps- 
veil;  and  also,  in  the  District  of  Bath,  the  towns 
of  Gteorgetown  and  Brunswick  shall  be  ports  of 
deli?ery  only :  And  tJie  collectors,  to  be  appointed 
in  conformity  with  this  act,  shall  tech  become 
bound  in  the  sum  of  four  Uiousand  dollars,  and 
etch  surveyor,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
Isn^  in  manner,  as  is  by  law  provided  in  like 
cases.  And  the  same  duties,  authorities  and  fees 
of  office,  with  a  similar  distrihution  thereof,  shall 
appertain  to  those  appointments,  as  are  now,  in 
bse  cases,  authorised  by  law*  And  the  collectors 
3o  Con. 


aforesaid  shall  each  receive  the  same  per  centage 
on  the  amount  of  all  moneys  by  them  respective- 
ly received  for  duties,  together  with  the  same 
{rearly  allowance,  as  is  allowed  by  law  to  the  Col- 
ector  of  the  District  of  Fairfield;  and  each  of 
the  surveyors  in  the  district  aforesaid  shall  re- 
ceive the  same  yearly  allowance  as  is,  or  may  he 
allowed  by  law  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  District  of 
New  Haven. 

Saa  ff.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  the 
master   or  commander   of  any  ship  or  vessel, 
bound  from  a  foreign  port  or  place,  to  the  District 
of  Hudson,  or  to  the  District  of  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred and  City  Point,  shall,  if  bound  to  the  former, 
first  come  to,  with  his  ship  or  vessel,  at  the  city  of 
New  York ;  and  if  to  the  latter,  aftw  the  last  day 
of  September  next,  at  Hampton  Road  or  Sewell^ 
Point,  and  there  make  report  to  the  Collector  of 
New  York,  or  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  or  to 
the  Collector  of  the  port  of  Hampton,  as   the 
ease  may  be,  and  take  on  board  an  inspector  of 
the  customs,  before  he  shall  proceed  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Hudson,  or  to  the  District  of  Bermuda 
Hundred  and  City  Point :    And  if  bound  to  any 
port  on  Connecticut  river,  shall  take  an  inspector 
on  board  at  Saybrook,  before  proceeding  to  such 
port*    And  if  any  master  or  commander  shall  ne- 
glect or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  duty  hereby 
enjoined,  or  which  is  enjoined  in  the  third  section 
of  the  act^  entitled  "An  act  to   provide  more 
effectually  for   the  collection  of  the  duties  im- 
posed by  law  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels,''  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum 
not  more  than  five  hundred,  and  not  less  than 
fifty  dollars-:  Prewded  howeioer^  That  from  and 
after  the  last  day  of  May  nex^  the  restrictions 
contained  m  the  said  third  section  shall  not  extend 
tO(.  and  be  considered  as  affecting  the  several  ports 
or  places  included  within  the  District  of  Middle- 
town  ;.  also,  the  ports  of  North  Yarmouth,  Freeport, 
and  Harpswell,  in  the  District  of  Portland  and  Fal- 
moutl^  or  the  ports  of  Gborge  Town  and  Bruns- 
wick, in  the  District  of  Bath. 

Sia  6.  And  be  ii  farther  enaoted,  That  the 
District  of  Hampton  for  James  River  shall  only 
extend  up  to  the  east  side  of  Chickahomony  river, 
and  firom  thence  upwards  to  Richmond  on  the 
north  side,  shall  be  annexed  to  the  District  of  Ber- 
muda Hundred  and  City  Point;  which  district 
shall  extend  down  James  River  on  the  south  side 
to  Hood's. 

Ssa  7.  And  be  it  father  enacted,  That  when- 
ever a  seizure,  condemnation,  and  nle  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  hereafter  ti^e  place, 
in  the  United  States,  and  the  value  thereof  shall 
be  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  that  part  of  the 
forfeiture  which  accrues  to  the  United  States,  or 
so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  necessary,  shall  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  tiie  costs  of  prosecu- 
tion. 

Sec.  &  And  he  ii  further  enaeied.  That  firom 
and  after  the  last  day  of  May  next,  whenever  an 
entry  shall  be  made  with  the  collector  of  any  dis- 
trict of  any  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States,  subject  to  duties^  by  any  agent,  iaotor  or 
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person,  other  than  the  bona  fide  owner  or  consig- 
nee of  such  merchandise,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  collector  to  increase  the  penalty  of  the  bond 
to  be  given  for  the  duties,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  to  make  it  a  part  of  the  condition  of 
the  said  bond,  that  the  bona  fide  owner  or  consig- 
nee of  such  merchandise  shall,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  payment  stipulated  in  said  bond,  deliv- 
er to  said  collector  a  full  and  correct  account  of  the 
said  merchandise  imported  for  him,  or  on  his  ac- 
count, or  consigned  to  his  care,  in  manner  and  form, 
as  is  now  required  by  law  in  respect  to  an  entry, 
previous  to  the  landing  of  any  merchandise; 
which  account  shall  be  verified,  as  in  the  case  of 
an  entry,  and  by  a  like  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be 
taken  and  subscribed  before  any  judge  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  the  judge  of  any  court  of  record  of  a 
State,  or  before  a  collector  of  the  customs  of  some 
other  district.  And  in  case  of  the  payment  of  the 
duties,  at  the  time  of  entry,  by  any  factor  or  agent, 
on  the  goods  entered  by  him,  the  collector  shall 
take  bis  bond  with  security,  in  the  penalty  of  one 
thousand  dollars,'  with  condition,  that  the  account, 
verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  bona  fide 
owner  or  consignee,  in  manner  as  before  directed, 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  collector  within  ninety 
days. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
bonds  which  may  be  given  for  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise  exported  from  the  United  States 
after  the  last  day  of  vMay  next,  and  on  which  any 
drawback  oi  duties,  or  allowance,  shall  be  paya- 
ble in  yirtne  of  such  exportation,  shall  and  may 
be  discharged,  and  not  otherwise,  by  producing, 
within  one  year  from  the  date  thereof,  if  the  ex- 
portation be  made  to  any  part  of  Europe  or 
America,  or  within  two  years,  if  made  to  any  part 
of  Asia  or  Afnca,  a  certificate  under  the  hand  of 
the  consignee  at  the  foreign  port  or  place,  to 
whom  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
shall  have  been  addressed,  therein  particularly 
setting  forth  and  describing  the  articles  so  ex- 
ported, with  their  quantities  or  amount,  and  de- 
claring that  the  same  have  been  delivered  from  on 
board  the  vessel,  in  which  they  were  exported,  at 
the  said  place;  as  also,  a  certificate  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  the  consul  or  agent  of  the  United 
States  residing  at  the  said  place,  declaring,  either 
that  the  fiicts  stated  in  such  consignee's  certificate 
are,  to  his  knowledge,  true,  or  that  the  certificate 
of  such  consignee  is,  in  his  opinion,  deserving  of 
full  credit ;  which  certificate  of  the  consignee  and 
consul,  or  agent,  shall,  in  all  cases,  as  respects  the 
landing  or  delivery  of  the  said  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  be  confirmed  by  the  oath  of  the  mas- 
ter and  mate,  if  living,  or  in  case  of  their  death, 
by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  two  principal 
surviving  officers  of  the  vessel,  in  which  the  ex- 
portation shall  be  made.  And  in  cases  where 
there  shall  be  no  consul  or  agent  of  the  United 
States  residing  at  the  said  place  of  delivery,  the 
certificate  of  the  consignee  before  required  shall 
be  confirmed  by  the  certificate  of  two  reputable 
American  merchants  residing  at  the  said  place ;  or 
if  there  be  no  such  American  merchants,  then  by 
the   certificate  of  two   reputable    foreign   mer- 


chants, testifying  that  the  ftcts  stated  in  such  oon- 
signee*8  certificate,  are,  to  their  knowledgte,  troe, 
or  that  such  consignee's  certificate  isi,  in  their  opin- 
ion, worthy  of  full  credit;  which  certificate  sliall 
be  supported  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  mas- 
ter and  mate,  or  other  principal  officers  of  the  ves- 
sel, in  the  manner  before  prescribed.  And  in  caas 
of  loss  at  sea,  or  by  capture,  or  other  unavoidable 
accident,  or  when,  from  the  nature  of  the  trade,  the 
proofs  and  certificates  before  mentioned  are  not, 
and  cannot  be  produced,  the  exporter  or  exporters 
shall  be  allowed  to  adduce,  to  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  exportation,  such  other  proofii  as  they  may 
have,  and  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit ; 
which  proofs  shall,  with  a  stating  of  all  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  transaction,  within  the  knowl- 
edge of  such  collector,  be  transmitted  to  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  who  shall,  if  he  be  satisfied 
with  the  truth  and  validity  thereof^  have  power  to 
direct  the  bonds  of  such  exporter  or  exporters  to 
be  cancelled. 
Approved,  February  26,  1796. 


An  Act  for  allowing  an  additional  oompenaatioQ  to 
Judges  of  the  Districts  of  Rhode  laiand  and  C 


Use 
Dela- 


ware. 


Be  it  enactedy  Se,^  That  there  shall  be  allowed 
to  the  Judges  of  the  Districts  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Delaware,  each,  two  hundred  dollars  yearly,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  compensation  heretofore  allowed,  to 
commence  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  year,  and 
to  be  paid  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in 
quarteriy  payments. 

Approved,  February  27, 1795. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  IGlitia  to  exe- 
cute the  Laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  inaiurectioos 
and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in 
force  for  those  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ae,,  That  whenever  the  United 
States  shall  be  invaded,  or  be  in  imminent  danger 
of  invasion,  from  any  foreign  nation  or  Indun 
tribe,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  call  forth  such  number  of  the 
militia  of  the  State  or  States  most  convenient  to 
the  place  of  danger  or  scene  of  action,  as  be  may 
judge  necessary  to  repel  such  invasion,  and  to  is- 
sue bis  orders  for  that  purpose  to  such  officer  or 
officers  of  the  militia  as  he  shall  think  pvoper. 
And,  in  case  of  an  insurrection  in  any  State 
against  the  Oovemment  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  appli- 
cation of  the  Legislature  of  such  State,  or  of  the 
Executive,  (when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  con- 
vened,) to  call  forth  such  number  of  the  mOitia 
of  any  other  State  or  States  as  may  be  i4>i^ied 
for,  as  he  may  judge  sufficient  to  sui^ireas  soch 
insurrection. 

Se&  2.  And  he  U  fitriher  enacted.  That  when- 
ever the  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  be  op- 
posed, or  the  execution  thereof  obstmcted  in  any 
State,  by  combinations  too  powerftd  to  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  ordinary  course  of  jodidal  pro- 
ceedings, or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  llarahalt 
by  this  act^  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  call  forth  tiie  militia  of  auck 


1509 


APPENDIX. 


1510 


Act$  of  Congrt99. 


State,  or  of  any  other  Sttte  or  States,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  suppress  such  combinations,  and  to 
cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed ;  and  the  use 
of  militia  so  to  be  called  forth,  may  be  continued,  if 
necessary,  until  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  after 
the  commencement  of  the  then  next  session  of 
Oon^^resa 

Sbc.  8.  Prmnded  ahoays,  and  be  it  further  «i»- 
aeted.  That  whenerer  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  President,  to  use  the  military 
force  hereby  directed  to  be  called  forth,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  forthwith,  by  proclamation,  command 
such  insurgents  to  disperse,  and  retire  peaceably  to 
their  respective  abodes  within  a  limited  time. 

Skc  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
militia  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  shall  he  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  ar- 
ticles of  war  as  the  troops  of  the  United  States ; 
and  that  no  ofBcer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or 
private  of  the  militia,  shall  be  compelled  to  serve 
more  than  three  months  after  his  arrival  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  in  any  one  year,  nor  more 
than  in  due  rotation  with  every  other  able-bodied 
man  of  the  same  rank  in  the  battalion  to  which  he 
belongs. 

Sea  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  private  of  the 
militia,  who  shall  (ail  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the 
cases  before  recited,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  year's  pay,  and  not  less  than  one 
month's  pay,  to  be  determined  and  adjudged  by  a 
court-martial;  and  such  officers  shall  moreover  be 
liable  to  be  cashiered,  by  sentence  of  a  court-mar- 
tial, and  be  incapacitated  from  holding  a  commis- 
sion in  the  militia  for  a  term  not  exceeding  twelve 
months,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  court ;  and 
such  noB-oommissioned  officers  and  privates  shall 
be  liable  to  be  imprisoned,  by  a  like  sentence,  on 
failure  of  payment  of  the  fines  adjudged  against 
them,  for  one  calendar  month  for  every  five  dollars 
of  such  fine. 

Sbc.  6.  And  he  it  fitrther  enacted^  That  courts- 
martial  for  the  trial  of  militia  shall  be  composed  of 
militia  officers  only. 

Sbc.  7.  And  he  it  further  enaeted^  That  all 
fines  to  be  assessed^  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  certified 
by  the  presiding  officer  of  the  court-martial,  be- 
fore whom  the  same  shall  be  assessed,  to  the  Mar- 
shal of  the  District  in  which  the  delinquent  shall 
reside,  or  to  one  of  his  deputies,  and  also  to  the 
Supervisor  of  the  Revenue  of  the  same  District, 
who  shall  record  the  said  certificate  in  a  book,  to 
be  kept  for  that  purpose.  The  said  Marshal  or 
his  deputy  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  levy  the 
said  fines,  with  costs,  bv  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  delinquent;  which 
costs  and  the  manner  of  proceeding,  with  respect 
to  the  sale  of  the  goods  distrained,  shall  be  agree- 
able to  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  the  same 
shall  be  in  other  cases  of  distress.  And  where 
any  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  shall  be 
adjudged  to  soflbr  imprisonment,  there  being  no 
goods  or  chattels  to  be  found,  whereof  to  levy  the 
said  fines,  the  Marshal  of  the  District  or  his  depu- 
ty may  commit  such  delinquent  to  jail  during  the 


term  for  which  he  shall  be  so  adjudged  to  impri- 
sonment, or  until  the  fine  shall  be  paid,  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  persons  condemned  to  fine 
and  imprisonment  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States 
may  be  committed 

Sbc.  8.  And  he  it  further  enaeted^  That  the 
Marshals  and  their  deputies  shall  pay  all  such  fines 
by  them  levied  to  the  Supervisor  of  the  Revenue 
in  the  District  in  which  they  are  collected  within 
two  months  after  they  shall  have  received  the  same, 
deducting  therefrom  five  per  centum  as  a  compen- 
sation for  their  trouble ;  and,  in  case  of  failure,  the 
same  shall  be  recoverable  by  action  of  debt  or  in- 
formation in  any  Court  of  the  United  States  of  the 
district  in  which  such  fines  shall  be  levied,  having 
cognizance  thereof,  to  be  sued  for,  prosecuted,  and 
recovered,  in  the  name  of  the  Supervisor  of  the 
District,  with  interest  and  costs. 

Sec  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Marshals  of  the  several  Districts  and  their  deputies 
shall  have  the  same  powers,  in  executing  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  as  Sherifis  and  their  deputies  in 
the  several  States  have,  by  law,  in  executing  the 
laws  of  the  respective  States. 

Sec  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  Invasions,**  passed 
the  second  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
by repealed. 

Approved,  February  28,  1796. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force*  for  a  limited  time,  the  acts 

therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  dfee.,  That  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  passed  the  twenty-eighth  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-three, for  the  appointment  of  a  Health  Offi- 
cer ;*'  and  also  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  for  the  establishment  and  sup- 
port of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public 
piers,*'  so  far  as  the  same  provides  for  defhiying 
the  necessary  expense  of  supporting  light-houses, 
beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  and  the  stakeage 
of  channels  on  the  sesrooast ;  and  also  so  much 
of  the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  miti- 
gating or  remitting  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
accruing  under  the  revenue  laws  in  certain  cases, 
and  to  make  further  provision  for  the  payment  of 
pensions  to  invalids,'*  as  relates  to  the  mitigating 
or  remitting  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  accruing 
under  the  revenue  laws  in  certain  cases,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  are  continued  in  force  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  OongresSi  and  no 
longer. 

Approved,  March  2,  1795. 

An  Aet  relative  to  oeasioas  of  jurifdtctioo  ia  places 
where  light-hoosea,  beaoooB,  buoys,  and  public  piers 
have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  erected  and  fixed. 

Be  it  enacted,  dc..  That  where  cessions  have 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be  made,  bv  any  State  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  places  where  ligbt-hooimi,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  or  public  piers,  have  been  erootod  and 
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fixed,  or  may,  by  Uw,  be  provided  to  be  erected  or 
fixed,  with  reserratioii,  that  process,  civil  and  cri- 
minal, issuing  under  the  authority  of  such  State, 
may  be  executed  and  served  therein,  such  cessions 
shall  be  deemed  sufficient,  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  providing  for  the  supporting  or 
erecting  of  light-houses.  Deacons,  buoys,  and  pub- 
lic piers. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where 
any  State  hath  made  or  shall  make  a  cession  of 
jurisdiction,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  without 
reservation,  all  process,  civil  and  criminal,  issuing 
under  the  authority  of  such  State  or  the  United 
States,  may  be  served  and  executed  within  the 
places,  the  jurisdiction  of  which  has  been  so 
ceded,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  such  cession 
had  been  made. 

Approved,  March  2, 1795. 


An  Act  relative  to  the  paannff  of  eoasting  veMels  be- 
tween Long  laland  and  Rhode  Island. 

Be  it  enacted^  de..  That  coasting  vessels  going 
from  Long  Island,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  to 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  or  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  to  the  said  Long  Island,  shall  have 
the  same  privileges  as  are  allowed  to  vessels  un- 
der the  like  circumstances  going  from  a  district  in 
one  State  to  a  district  in  Uie  same  or  an  adjoin- 
ing State. 

Approved,  March  2, 1795. 

An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  refined  sugar." 

Be  it  enacted^  d^.  That  the  duty  of  eight  cents 
per  pound  on  snuf^  laid  by  the  act  of  last  session, 
entitled  "  An  act  layine  certain  duties  upon  snuff 
and  refined  sugar,*'  shall  cease  on  the  Uwt  day  of 
March,  in  the  present  year,  and  shall  not  thence- 
forth be  collected ;  but,  in  lieu  thereof^  there  shall 
be  levied  and  collected  upon  all  mills,  employed 
in  the  manu&cture  of  snuff  within  the  United 
States,  the  following  yearly  rates  and  duties,  to 
wit :  For  and  upon  each  and  every  mortar,  con- 
tained in  any  mill  worked  by  water,  and  for  every 
pair  of  millstones,  employea  in  the  manufacture  of 
snufi^  five  hundred  and  sixty  dollars ;  upon  every 
pei^e  in  any  mill,  other  than  mills  worked  by 
hand,  one  hundred  and  forhr  dollars;  upon  every 
pestle,  in  any  mill  worked  by  hand,  one  hundred 
and  twelve  dollars ;  and  upon  every  mill  in  which 
snuff  is  manufactured,  by  stampers  and  grinders, 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  doliara  per 
annum. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fitriher  enacUd^  That  the  da- 
ties  aforesaid  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  ac- 
counted for,  by  the  same  officers  as  are  provided 
by  the  act,  entitled,  **An  act  repeaUng^  after  the 
last  day  of  June  nex^  the  duties  heretofore  laid 
upon  cnstilled  spirits,  imported  from  abroad,  and 
laying  others  in  their  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  for  anpro- 
priating  the  same;''  sulgect  to  the  superintenaenoe 
and  control  of  Xbe  Department  of  the  Treasury, 
liooording  to  the  respective  authorities  and  duties 
of  the  offloers  thereoC 


Sac.  8.  And  he  it  further  enaet^d^  That  every 
person,  who  shall  be  a  manufiMstorer  of  snoil^  oa 
the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  present  jesr,  shaH, 
within  thirty  days  thereafter,  and  in  each  succeed- 
ing  year,  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  first  day 
of  April,  make  a  true  and  exact  entry  or  entries, 
in  writing,  at  the  office  of  inspection,  which  shin 
be  nearest  to  the  house  or  building,  where  he  shall 
carry  on  the  business  or  trade  of  manafactorinf 
snuff,  therein  specifying,  truly  and  partkniariv, 
every  house  or  building  in  which  the  said  manu- 
facture shaU  be  carried  on,  with  the  number  of 
mortars  in  every  mill  by  him  owned,  occapied,  or 
used,  and  worked  by  water,  and  every  pair  of 
millstones,  used  or  employed  in  the  maoQ&ctare 
of  snuff,  and  every  pestle,  in  every  mill,  as  albn- 
said,  distinctly  specifying  such  pestlea  as  are  work- 
ed by  other  means  than  by  hand,  and,  also,  every 
pestle  worked  by  hand,  as  also  every  mfll  in  which 
snuff  is  manufactured  by  stampers  and  grindcn: 
And  every  person,  who  shall  commence  the  boa- 
ness  or  trade  of  manufacturing  snufi^  after  the  said 
first  day  of  April,  shall,  at  least  thirty  days  before 
conunencing  such  manufacture,  make  like  entrv 
or  entries  yearly,  in  manner  as  is  before  directed, 
and  in  failure  thereof^  every  such  manufiurtonr 
shall  forfeit  and  lose  every  mill,  in  re^>ect  to 
which  such  entry  shall  not  be  made,  with  the 
utensils  thereto  belonging,  and  shall  also  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recover 
ed  with  costs  of  suit 

Ssa  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
person,  who  shall  be,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  in 
the  present  year,  or  at  any  time  thereafter,  a  man- 
ufiicturer  of  snuf^  within  the  United  States,  and 
who  shall  have  made  the  entry  or  entries  hereiD- 
before  directed,  shall  be  entitled  on  applicatioD 
therefor,  in  writing,  by  himself^  or  his  agent,  or 
attorney,  to  the  officer  of  inspection  with  whom 
entry  shall  have  been  made,  to  reoeiTe  a  license 
for  each  and  eveiy  mill  by  him  owned,  occupied, 
or  used,  in  carrying  on  Uie  said  manufacture  of 
snuf^  for  the  term  of  one  year,  which  license  shall 
be  granted  without  fee  or  charge,  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  giving  a  bond  or  bonds,  with  one  or  more 
sufficient  sureties,  for  the  amount  of  the  duty  or 
duties,  for  one  year,  which,  according  to  this  act, 
ought  to  be  paid  for  and  upon  the  mul,  in  respect 
to  which  the  said  license  is  requested,  with  condi- 
tion to  pay  the  same  in  three  equal  parts:  one- 
third  part  at  the  expiration  of  nine  months,  anotiur 
third  part  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months,  and 
the  remaining  third  part  at  the  exptimtion  of  fifteen 
months*  ftom  tiie  date  of  such  license :  PreMei, 
That  in  lieu  of  the  said  bond  or  bonds*  it  shall  be 
at  the  option  of  the  manufacturer  to  pay^  the  sud 
amount  <^  the  said  duty  imme^ately,  with  a  de- 
duction or  abatement  of  six  per  cent 

S£a  6.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  the  li- 
censesi  herein  directed  to  be  granted,  shall  be 
prepared  by  the  supervisors  of  the  revenue,  re- 
spectively, pursuant  to  such  forms  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Treasury  Department;  and,  when 
issued,  such  licenses  sludl,  in  respect  to  all  penoos 
who  shall  be  manufacturers  of  snuf^  on  the  first 
I  day  of  April*  in  the  present  year,  hew  date  on  the 
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nid  day ;  and  in  respect  to  all  persons  who  shall 
thereafter  commence  the  said  manufiicture,  such 
license  shall  bear  date  on  the  first  day  of  the  quar- 
ter of  the  year  in  which  the  said  licenses  shall  be 
issued,  and  the  said  qaarters  of  the  year  shall  be 
deemed  and  are  hereby  declared  to  commence  on 
the  first  days  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October, 
in  each  year. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  tenaeted^  That  every 
manufacturer  of  snuff,  to  whom  a  license  shall 
haye  been  granted,  so  long  as  he,  or  she,  shall  in- 
tend to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing 
snuff;  shall  yearly,  and  eyery  year  within  the 
thirty  days  immediately  preceding  the  expiration 
of  each  license,  apply  for  a  now  license  for  the 
next  succeeding  year,  in  manner  heretofore  di- 
rected, and,  in  like  manner,  shall  pay  or  secure 
the  payment  of  the  duties  for  such  year. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  fuHher  enacted^  That  if,  af- 
ter  the  first  day  of  April  next,  any  person  shall 
carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing  snuff, 
without  a  license  for  that  purpose,  according  to 
this  act,  or  shall  carry  on  the  same  at  or  with  any 
mill,  other  than  that  mentioned  in  such  license, 
such  manufacturer,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay,  upon  every  conviction  of  such  offence,  treble 
the  yearly  amount  of  the  duty  hereby  charged 
fipon  the  mill  or  mills,  wherein  or  whereby  the 
said  business  shall  be  so  carried  on.  And  all  du- 
ties and  penalties  imposed  by  this  act,  shall  attach 
to,  and  remain  as  a  lien  upon,  each  and  every 
mill,  in  respect  to  which  such  duty  or  penalty  shall 
have  accrued,  until  the  same  be  fully  satisfied  and 
paid. 

Sac.  8.  And  he  it  furthgr  enaetedy  That  upon 
all  snufi^  which,  after  the  last  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five, 
shall  be  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  and 
shall  be  exported  therefrom,  under  the  limitations 
and  provisions  hereinafter  prescribed,  the  exporter 
or  exporters  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  a  draw- 
back of  six  cents  per  pound :  Provided,  That  the 
quantity  exported,  at  any  one  time,  by  the  same 
person,  shall  amount  to  three  hundred  pounds. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  in  order 
to  entitle  the  exporter  or  exporters  of  any  snuff,  to 
a  drawback  thereon,  every  such  person  shall,  pre- 
yious  to  the  removal  thereof  from  the  mill  or 
warehouse,  where  the  same  may  be,  make  out,  in 
writing,  an  exact  entry,  in  which  shall  be  speci- 
fied the  outward  packages,  in  which  the  same  is 
intended  to  be  exported,  the  name  of  the  manu- 
facturer, and  the  marks  and  numbers  of  each,  the 
quantity  of  snuff  in  each  package,  and  the  number 
of  bottles,  canisters,  bladders,  or  other  packages, 
containing  the  same,  the  name  of  the  vessel  and 
commander,  in  which  such  snuff  is  intended  to  be 
exported;  and  shall  make  oath  or  afBrmation  to 
the  truth  of  such  entry,  that  the  snuff  therein  spe- 
cified was  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  af- 
ter the  last  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five,  and  the  name  or  names  of 
the  person  by  whom,  and  the  mill  where,  it  was 
manufactured,  and  that  the  same  is  truly  and  bona 
fide  intended  to  be  exported  out  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  no  part  thereof  is  intended  to  be 


relanded  therein.  And  upon  such  entry  being  so 
made  and  certified,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  col- 
lector to  whom  such  entry  is  tendered  to  cause 
the  said  packages  to  be  examined,  and  to  permit 
the  same  to  be  exported,  under  the  inspection  of 
an  officer  of  the  customs,  in  like  manner  as  is  pro- 
vided for  the  exportation  of  other  eoods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  entitled  to  drawbacK :  Provided^ 
That  no  drawback  shall  be  allowed  on  any  snuff, 
except  the  same  shall  be  exported  from  any  of  the 
ports,  at  which  ships  or  vessels  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  or  from  any  place  beyond  the  same, 
are  admitted  to  make  entry. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  every 
exporter  of  snuff  entitled  to  drawback,  shall  enter 
into  bonds,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  in  an 
amount  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  draw- 
back, conditioned  that  the  same  shall  not  be  re- 
landed  within  the  United  States ;  and  the  master 
or  commander  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  in  which  such 
snuff  is  reported  to  be  shipped,  shall  make  oath  or 
affirmation,  that  the  packages  specified  in  the  out- 
ward entry,  are  actually  laden  on  board  his  ship 
or  vessel,  and  that  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
shall  not  be  relanded  in  the  United  States;  and 
upon  such  oath  or  affirmation  being  made,  and  the 
other  provisions  of  the  act  being  complied  with, 
the  collector,  with  whom  such  entry  is  made, 
shall  grant  a  debenture  or  debentures,  for  the 
amount  of  the  drawback  to  which  such  snuff  is 
entitled,  payable  in  twelve  months  from  the  time 
of  granting  the  same ;  and  such  debenture  or  de- 
bentures shall  be  discharged  by  the  collector  grant- 
ing the  sflme,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  out  of 
any  public  money  in  his  hands. 

Sec  11.  Provided  always,  and  he  it  further 
enacted.  That  before  the  payment  of  any  deben- 
ture, the  person  demanding  such  payment  shall 
produce  to  the  collector  the  oath  or  affirmation 
of  the  master  and  mate  of  the  vessel,  (in  which 
the  snufl^  for  which  such  debenture  was  granted,) 
declaring  that  the  same  was  actually  landed  in 
some  foreign  port  or  place,  and  was  not,  or  any 
part  thereof,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, relanded  or  brought  back  to  the  United  States ; 
and  the  person  demanding  such  payment  shall 
likewise  make  oath  or  affirmation,  in  like  manner, 
that  the  snuff  for  which  such  debenture  was 
granted,  was  not,  according  to  his  best  knowledge 
and  belief,  relanded  in,  or  brought  back  to,  the 
United  States:  Provided,  aUo,  That  in  cases  of 
loss  at  sea,  or  other  unavoidable  accident,  where- 
by the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  captain  or  mate 
of  the  ship  or  vessel  cannot  be  obtained,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
to  admit  such  other  proof  as  to  him  shall  appear 
satisfactory,  under  the  special  circumstances  of  the 
case. 

Sec  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
snuff  entered  for  exportation,  with  intention  to  ob- 
tain a  drawback  thereon,  shall  be  reUnded  or  at- 
tempted to  be  relanded  within  the  United  States, 
it  shall  be  subject  to  seizure  and  forfeiture,  togeth- 
er with  the  ship  or  vessel  from  which  it  shall  be 
unladen,  and  the  vessel  or  boat  in  which  it  shall 
be  put ;  and  the  master  or  commander  of  the  ship 
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or  vessel  from  which  the  same  is  unladen,  shall, 
moreover,  forfeit  and  pay  five  hundred  dollars:* 
Provided^  That  every  prosecution  for  any  such 
offence  shall  be  commenced  within  twelve  months 
from  the  time  when  the  same  was  committed,  and 
that  the  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  from  which  any 
such  snuff  shall  be  unladen  or  landed,  shall  con- 
tinue subject  to  such  seizure  and  forfeiture  for 
twelve  months  from  the  time  the  offence  was 
committed,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  granting  debentures 
for  snuff  exported,  to  keep  a  separate  account 
thereof,  and  to  specify  the  mill  or  mills  in  which 
each  parcel  exported,  was  manufactured.  And 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  cause  an  ac- 
count to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature,  annually,  of 
the  produce  of  the  revenue,  arising  from  snuff, 
and  of  the  amount  of  the  drawbacks  for  which  de- 
bentures have  been  granted  in  each  year. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  which  shall  be  incurred  pur- 
suant to  this  act,  shall  be  divided  and  distributed, 
one  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person, 
who,  if  an  officer  of  inspection,  shall  first  discover, 
or  if  not  an  ofScer  of  inspection,  shall  first  give  in- 
formation of  the  cause,  matter,  or  thing,  whereby 
any  of  the  said  penalties  and  forfeitures  shall  have 
been  incurred. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  is  hereby  empowered  to  make  such  compensa- 
tion to  the  officers  of  inspection,  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  duties  aforesaid,  and  on  refined 
sugar,  and  on  the  duties  upon  carriages  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons,  and  for  incidental  expenses, 
as  he  shall  judge  reasonable,  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  five  per  centum  of  the  total  amount  of  the 
said  duties  collected. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  March,  in  the  present 
year,  the  several  clauses  and  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  **An  act,  laying  certain  duties  upon 
snuff  and  refined  sugar,"  so  far  as  the  same  shall 
relate  to  the  laying  and  collecting  of  duties  on 
snuff  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed ;  except  as  to 
the  recovery  and  receipt  of  such  duties  on  snuff 
as  shall  then  have  accrued,  and  the  payment  of 
drawbacks  on  snuff  exported,  and  as  to  the  reco- 
very of  any  penalties  and  forfeitures,  which  shall 
have  been  incurred  before  and  on  the  said  day, 
but  the  revenue  to  arise  from  the  duty  on  snuff 
manufactured  within  the  United  States  shall  re- 
main charged  with  the  same  appropriations  as  if 
this  act  had  not  passed ;  and  that  this  act  shall 
continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  one. 

Approved,  March  3,  1796. 

An  Act  for  continuing  and  regulating  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,  and  for  repealing 
sundiy  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject 

Be  it  enacted,  (i^.^hat  the  present  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  united  States,  composed  of  a 


corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers,  to  consist  of 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-two  non-commisBioned 
officers,  privates,  and  musicians;  and  of  m  legion, 
to  consist  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred  non- 
commissioned officers,  privates,  and  musiciaiu^  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  continued. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enadfd.  That  the 
said  corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers  be  coo- 
pleted,  conformably  to  the  act  of  the  eighth  of 
May  last,  establishing  the  same,  and  prescribing 
the  number  and  term  of  enlistments,  and  the  ine> 
thod  of  organization. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  le- 
gion of  the  United  States  be  also  completed,  to 
the  number  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred  non- 
commissioned officers,  privates,  and  musiciaQs,  by 
voluntary  enlistments  for  the  term  of  three  years ; 
and  that  the  sub-legions  composing  the  same,  be 
organized  in  such  manner  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  direct:  Provided,  nettrihelen. 
That  no  such  enlistment  shall  be  made  after  three 
years  from  the  passing  of  this  act 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  stipulated  as  a  condition  in  the  enlistments  for 
cavalry,  that  they  shall  serve  as  disokounled  dra- 
goons, when  ordered  so  to  do;  and  that,  in  all 
cases  of  enlistments  of  the  troops  of  ew^irj  descrip- 
tion, there  be  expressly  reserved  to  the  Govern- 
ment a  right  to  discharge  the  whole  or  any  part 
thereof,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  proportions,  as 
may  be  deemed  expedient 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
commissioned  officers  who  shall  be  employed  in 
the  recruiting  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive, 
for  every  able  bodied  recruit  duly  enlisted  and 
mustered,  of  at  least  five  feet  six  inches  in  height, 
and  not  under  the  age  of  eighteen,  nor  above  the 
age  of  forty-six  years,  the  sum  of  two  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  soldier  now  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  discharged 
therefrom  subsequent  to  the  third  day  of  March 
last,  who  shall  re-enlist,  a  bounty  of  sixteen  dol- 
lars ;  and  to  each  person  not  now  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  or  discharged  as  above,  who 
shall  hereafter  enlist,  a  bounty  of  fourteen  dollars; 
but  the  payment  of  four  dollars  of  the  bounty  of 
each  and  every  man  so  enlisting,  shall  be  deferred 
until  he  shi^ll  have  joined  the  corps  in  which  he  is 
to  serve. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  everr 
non-commissioned  officer,  private,  and  musician, 
of  the  artillery  and  infantry,  shall  receive,  anna- 
ally,  the  following  articles  of  uniform  clothing,  to 
wit :  one  hat,  or  helmet  one  coat,  one  vest  two 
pair  of  woollen  and  two  pair  of  linen  overalls,  four 
pair  of  shoes,  four  shirts,  two  pair  of  socks,  one 
blanket,  one  stock  and  clasp,  and  one  pair  of 
buckles ;  and  that  there  be  furnished  to  the  caviU 
ry  and  riflemen,  such  clothing  as  shall  be  the  most 
suitable  and  best  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the 
service,  having  regard  therein,  as  nearly  as  may 
be  to  the  value  of  the  clothing  allowed  as  above,  to 
the  infantry  and  artillery. 

SEa  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
non-commissioned  officer,  private,  and  musiciaii, 
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shall  receiTe,  cUu]y,  the  following  rations  ^f  pro- 
vision, to  wit:  one  poand  of  beef,  or  three-quar- 
ters of  a  pound  of  pork,  one  pound  of  bread  or 
flour,  half  a  gill  of  rum,  brandy,  or  whiskey,  and 
at  the  rate  of  one  quart  of  salt,  two  quarts  of 
vinegar,  two  pounds  of  soap,  and  one  pound  of 
candles,  to  every  hundred  rations,  or  the  value 
thereof,  at  the  contract  price,  where  the  same  shall 
become  due :  and  if,  at  such  post,  supplies  are  not 
furnished  by  contract,  then  such  allowance  as 
shall  be  deemed  equitable,  having  reference  to 
former  contracts,  and  the  position  of  the  place  in 
question. 

SEa  9.  Promded  akoayiy  and  he  it  Jurther  eiu 
acted^  That  to  those  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  who  are,  or  shall  be  employed  on  the 
Western  Frontiers,  there  shall  be  allowed,  during 
the  time  of  their  being  so  employed,  two  ounces 
of  flour  or  bread,  and  two  ounces  of  beef  or  pork, 
in  addition  to  each  of  their  rations,  and  half  a 
pint  of  salt,  in  addition  to  every  hundred  of  their 
rations. 

See.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
monthly  pay  of   the  officers,   non-commissioned 
ofBcers,  musicians,  and  privates  on  the  Military 
Establishment  of  the  United  States,  be  as  follows, 
to   wit: — General    Staff— -a    Major    General,   one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars ;  a  Brigadier  Gene- 
ra], one  hundred  and  four  dollars ;  a  Quartermas- 
ter General,  one  hundred  dollars ;  Adjutant  Gene- 
ral, to  do  also  the  duty  of  Inspector,  seventy- 
five  dollars;  Chaplain,  fifty  dollars;  Surgeon,  se- 
venty dollars;  Deputy  Quartermaster,  fifty  dollars; 
Aid-de-Oamp,  in  addition  to  his  pay  in  the  line, 
twenty-four  dollars ;  Brigade  Major,  to  act  also  as 
Deputy  Inspector,  in  addition  to  his  pay  in  the 
line,  twenty-four  dollars :  Principal  Artificer,  for- 
ty dollars ;  Second  Artificer,  twenty-six  dollars. — 
fiegimental.  —  Lieutenant    Colonel    commandant, 
%eventy-five  dollars;   Major  of  artillery  and  Ma- 
jr  of  dragoons,  fifly-five  dollars ;  Major  of  infantry, 
^.y  dollars ;  Paymaster  Adjutant,  and  Quartermas- 
ter in  addition  to  their  pay  in  the  line,  ten  dollars ; 
Caitains,   forty  dollars;   Lieutenants,  twenty-six 
dollars ;  Ensigns  and  Cornets,  twenty  dollars ;  Sur- 
geons forty-five  dollars;   Surgeon V mates,  thirty 
dollars*    Sergeant-majors  and  Quartermaster-ser- 
geants, eight  dollars ;  senior  musicians,  seven  dol- 
lars: sergeants,  seven  dollars;  corporals,  six  dol- 
lars ;  musicians,  five  dollars ;  privates,  four  dollars ; 
artificers  allowed  to  the  infantry,  light  dragoons, 
and  arfilery,  nine  dollars ;  matrons  and  nurses  in 
the  hosjitei,  eight  dollars. 

Skc.  t.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
commissioned  officers  aforesaid  shall   be  entitled 
to  receive  <br  their  daily  subsistence,  the  follow- 
ing number  \f  rations  of  provisions,  to  wit :  a  Ma- 
or  General  Ifteen  rations;  a  Brigadier  General, 
:welve  rations ;  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  commandant, 
.nd  Quartermaster-General,  each  six  rations ;  a  Ma- 
n  four  rations ;  brigade  Major  and  Aid-de-Camp, 
>or  rations;  a  Caj^ain  three  rations;  a  Lieutenant, 
nsign,  or  comet,  tvo  rations;  a  Surgeon,  as  well 
ospiul  as  regiment*!,  three  rations ;  a  Surgeon's 
ate,  two  rations;  a  Deputy  Quartermaster,  two 
tjons ;  a  principal  and  second  artificer,  each,  two 


rations ;  a  Chaplain,  two  rations,  or  money  in  lieu 
thereof,  at  the  option  of  the  said  officers,  at  the 
contract  price,  at  the  posts,  respectively,  where  the 
rations  shall  become  due. 

Sbo.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
officers  hereinafter  described  shall,  whenever  fo- 
rage shall  not  be  furnished  by  the  public,  receive 
at  the  rate  of  the  following  enumerated  sums,  per 
month,  instead  thereof,  to  wit :  the  Major  General, 
twenty  dollars;  the  Brigadier  General,  sixteen 
dollars ;  Lieutenant  Colonel,  twelve  dollars ;  Quar- 
termaster General,  Adjutant  Greneral,  and  Surgeon 
General,  each,  twelve  dollars ;  Major,  ten  dollars ; 
Aid-de*Camp,  Brigade  Major,  and  Surgeon,  each, 
ten  dollars;  Captain  of  cavalry,  eight  dollars; 
Chaplain  and  Surgeon's  Mate,  each,  six  dollars; 
Deputy  Quartermaster  and  subalterns  of  cavalry, 
each,  six  dollars;  Principal  Artificer,  Paymaster, 
Adjutant,  and  regimental  Quartermaster,  each,  six 
dollars. 

Sbc.  18.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  private  or  mu- 
sician aforesaid,  shall  be  wounded  or  disabled, 
while  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  in  public  service,  he 
shall  be  placed  on  the  list  of  the  invalids  of  the 
United  States,  at  such  rate  of  pay,  and  under  such 
regulations,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  the  time  being :  Provided, 
ahoaye.  That  the  rate  of  compensation  to  be  al- 
lowed for  such  wounds  or  disabilities  to  a  commis- 
sioned officer  shall  never  exceed,  for  the  highest 
disability,  half  the  monthly  pay  of  such  officer,  at 
the  time  of  his  being  so  disabled  or  wounded ;  and 
that  the  rate  of  compensation  to  non-commissioned 
officers,  privates,  and  musicians,  shall  never  exceed 
five  dollars  per  month  :  And  provided,  alio.  That 
all  inferior  disabilities  shall  entitle  the  person  so 
disabled  to  receive  an  allowance  proportionate  to 
the  highest  disability. 

Sbo.  14.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  privates,  and  mu- 
sicians, aforesaid,  shall  be  governed  by  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war  which  have  been  established  by 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  as  far  as 
the  same  may  be  applicable  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  or  by  such  rules  and  articles  as 
may  hereafter  by  law  be  established. 

Sec.  15.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  private,  and  mu- 
sician aforesaid,  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  follow- 
ing oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit :  ^*  I,  A  B,  do  solemn- 
ly swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be,)  to  bear 
true  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
to  serve  them  honestly  and  faithfully,  against  all 
their  enemies  or  opposers,  whomsoever,  and  to  ob- 
serve and  obey  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  orders  of  the  officers  ap- 
pointed over  me,  according  to  the  rules  and  arti- 
cles of  war." 

Sbo.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  arm  the  troops  aforesaid,  whether  riflemen,  ar- 
tillerists, dragoons,  or  infantry,  as  he  shall  think 
proper ;  and  that  it  be  also  lawful  for  him  to  for- 
bear to  raise,  or  to  discharge,  after  they  shall  be 
raised,  any  part  thereof,  in  case  events  shall,  in  his 
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I'udgment,  render  his  so  doing  consistent  with  pub- 
ic safety,  and  general  convenience  and  economy. 

Sic.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
person  who  shall  procure  or  entice  a  soldier  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  to  desert,  or  who 
shall  conceal  such  soldier,  knowing  him  to  have 
deserted,  or  who  shall  purchase  from  such  soldier 
his  arms,  or  his  uniform  clothing,  or  any  part 
thereof:  and  every  Captain  or  commanding  offi- 
cer of  any  ship  or  vessel,  who  shall  enter  on  board 
such  ship  or  vessel,  as  one  of  his  crew,  knowing 
him  to  have  deserted,  or  otherwise  carry  away 
such  soldier,  or  shall  refuse  to  deliver  him  up  to  the 
orders  of  his  commanding  officer,  shall,  upon  legal 
conviction,  be  fined,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court, 
in  any  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars, 
or  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  one 
year. 

Sec.  18.  And  he  it  further  emxeted,  That  the 
several  acts,  entitled  **An  act  for  regulating  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States;*' 
**  An  act  for  raising  and  adding  another  regiment 
to  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  making  further  provision  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontiers ;"  **  An  act  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provison  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby  repealed ;  and,  also,  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts  of  the  present  session,  as  comes  within  the 
purview  of  this  act:  Provided,  altoaye,  That 
nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued, as  to  vacate  the  commissions  which  have 
been  issued,  or  any  appointments  or  enlistments 
which  have  been  made  in  pursuance  of  the  acts 
herein  repealed. 

Approved,  March  S,  1795. 


An  Act  making  further  proviaion  for  the  support  of 
Public  Credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  Public 
Debt. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  they 
are  hereby  empowered,  with  the  approbation  of 
thd  President  of  the  United  States,  to  borrow, 
or  cause  to  be  borrowed  from  time  to  time,  such 
sums,  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  appropriated, 
not  exceeding,  in  one  year,  one  million  of  dollars, 
to  be  reimbursed  within  a  year  from  the  time  of 
each  loan,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  which  shall  annually  accrue  on  the  pub- 
lie  debt ;  and  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  any 
such  temporary  loan,  which  shall  not  exceed  six 
per  centum  per  annum,  so  much  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  duties  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  import- 
ed, on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,  and  upon 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  sUUs, 
as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  ap- 
propriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  a  loan 
be  opened  at  the  Treasury,  to  the  full  amount  of 
the  present  foreign  debt,  to  continue  open  until  the 
last  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  that  the  sums 
which  may  be  subscribed  to  the  said  loan  shall  be 
payable  and  receivable,  by  way  of  exchange,  in 


equal  sums  of  the  principal  of  the  said 
debt ;  and  that  any  sum  so  subscribed  and  paid 
shall  bear  an  interest  equal  to  the  rate  of  interest 
which  is  now  payable  on  the  principal  of  sock 
part  of  the  foreign  debt  as  shidl  be  paid  or  ex- 
changed therefor,  together  with  an  addition  of  one- 
half  per  centum  per  annum ;  the  said  interest  to 
commence  on  the  first  day  of  Jannaiy  next  suc- 
ceeding the  time  of  each  subscription,  and  to  be 
paid  quarterly,  at  the  same  periods  at  which  inte- 
rest is  now  payable  and  paid  upon  the  donkesdc 
funded  debt :  Provided,  That  the  principal  of  the 
said  loan  may  be  reimbursed  at  any  time,  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  credits 
to  the  respective  subscribers  for  the  sums  by  them 
respectively  subscribed  to  the  said  loan,  ^all  be 
entered  and  given  on  the  books  of  the  Treasmy 
in  like  manner  as  for  the  present  domestic  funded 
debt ;  and  that  certificates  therefor,  of  a  tenor  coo- 
formable  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  signed  by 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  shall  issue  to  the 
several  subscribers,  and  that  the  said  credits,  or 
stock  standing  in  the  names  of  the  said  subscri- 
bers, respectively,  shall  bo  transferable,  in  like 
manner,  and  by  the  like  ways  and  oieans,  as  are 
provided  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  afore> 
said,  entitled  **An  act  making  provinon  for  the 
debt  of  the  United  States,"  touching  the  credits  or 
stock  therein  mentioned ;  and  that  the  interest  to 
be  paid  upon  the  stock  which  shall  be  constituted 
by  virtue  of  the  said  loan  shall  be  paid  at  the  of- 
fices or  places  where  the  credits  for  the  same 
shall  from  time  to  time  stand  or  be,  subject  to  the 
like  conditions  and  restrictions  as  are  prescribed 
in  and  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  last  afore- 
said. 

Sac.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  in- 
terest and  principal  of  all  loans  aothorixed  by  this 
act  shall  be  made  payable  at  the  Treasury  of  tb 
United  States  only,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  pa - 
ment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  dome^ 
debt 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  so  vsch 
of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
imported,  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vesseK  ^^^ 
upon  spirits   distilled  within  the  United  States, 
and  stills,  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  ioterest 
of  the  foreign  debt,  as  may  be  liberated  or  set  free,' 
by  subscriptions  to  the  said  loan,  together  with 
such  further  sums  of  the  proceeds  of  the  simI  da- 
ties  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be,  and  t^^y  ve 
hereby,  pledged  and  appropriated,  for  theP*ymcnt 
of  the  interest  which  shall  be  payable  «pon  the 
sums  subscribed  to  the  said  loan,  and  shall  con- 
tinue so  pledged  and  appropriated  ur^l  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  said  loan  shall  be  fully  reinbursed  and 
redeemed :  Provided,  always.  That  nothing  here- 
in  contained  shall  be  construed  «>  alter,  change, 
or  in  any  manner  aflfect  the  pro^aons  heret^ore 
made  concerning  the  said  fore^  debt,  according 
to  contract,  either  during  the  pendency  of  the  said 
loan  or  after  the  closing  thereof;  but  every  thing 
shall  proceed,  touching  the  said  debt,  and  every 
part  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had 
I  never  been  passed,  except  as  to  such  holders  there- 
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of  as  may  sabficribe  to  the  said  loan,  and  from  the 
time  of  the  commencement  thereof  in  each  case, 
that  is,  when  interest  on  any  sum  subscribed  shall 
begin  to  accrue. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  se- 
reral  and  respectiTe  duties  laid  and  contained  in 
and  by  the  adt,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  additional 
duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  import- 
ed into  the  united  States,"  passed  Uie  seventh  day 
of  Jane,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
foar,  shall,  together  with  tiie  other  duties  hereto- 
fore charged  with  the  payment  of  interest  on  the 
pubb'c  debt,  continue  to  be  levied,  collected,  and 
paid,  until  the  whole  of  the  capital  or  principal  of 
the  present  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  future 
loans  which  mav  be  made  pursuant  to  law,  for  the 
exchange,  reimbursement,  or  redemption  thereof, 
or  of  any  part  thereof  shall  be  reimbursed  or  re- 
deemed, and  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  pledged  and 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  interest  upon  the 
said  debt  and  loans,  until  the  same  shall  be  so  re- 
imbarsed  or  redeemed. 

Sic.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  re- 
senration  made  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  afore- 
said act,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for 
the  reduction  of  the  public  debt,*'  be  annulled,  and, 
in  lieu  thereof^  that  so  much  of  the  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported,  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  or  vessels,  and  upon  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States,  and  stills,  as  may  be  necessary, 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  substituted,  pledged, 
and  appropriated  for  satisfying  the  purpose  of  the 
said  reservation. 

Sbc.  8.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  fol- 
lowing appropriations,  in  addition  to  those  hereto- 
fore made  be  made,  to  the  fund  constituted  by  the 
seventh  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  debt  of 
the  United  States,"  passed  the  eighth  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  to  be 
hereafter  denominated  ''The  Sinking  Fund,*'  to 
wit :  First  So  much  of  the  proceeds  of  the  du- 
ties on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported, 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,  and  on  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  stills,  as, 
together  with  the  moneys  which  now  constitute 
the  said  fund,  and  shall  accrue  to  it,  by  virtue  of 
the  provisions  hereinbefore  made,  and  by  the  in- 
terest upon  each  instalment,  or  part  of  principal 
which  shall  be  reimbursed,  will  be  sufficient, 
yearly  and  every  year,  commencing  the  first  day 
of  January  next,  to  reimburse  and  pay  so  much  as 
^^7  rightfuUv  be  reimbursed  and  paid,  of  the 
principal  of  that  part  of  the  debt  or  stock  which, 
on  the  said  first  day  of  January  next,  shall  bear 
^  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  redeem- 
able by  payments  on  account  both  of  principal 
and  interest,  not  exceeding,  in  one  year,  eight 
per  centum,  excluding  that  which  shaJl  stand  to 
u^e  credit  of  the  Ck>mmissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fuod^  and  that  which  shall  stand  to  the  credit  of 
certain  States,  in  consequence  of  the  balances  re- 
ported in  their  &vor  by  the  Commissioners  for 
settling  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
mdJTidual  States:  Secondly.  The  dividends 
which  shall  be  from  time  to  time  declared  on 


so  much  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  as  belongs  to  the  United  States,  (deduct- 
ing thereout  such  sums  as  will  be  requisite  to  pay 
interest  on  any  part  remaining  unpaid  of  the  loan 
of  two  million  of  dollars  had  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  pursuant  to  the  eleventh  section  of 
the  act  by  which  the  said  Bank  is  incorporated :) 
Thirdly.  So  much  of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  imported,  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
or  vessels,  and  on  spirits  distilled  wittiin  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  stills,  as,  with  the  said  dividends, 
after  such  deduction,  will  be  sufficient,  yearly  and 
every  year,  to  pay  the  remaining  instalments  of 
the  principal  of  the  said  loan  as  they  shall  become 
due,  and  as,  together  with  any  moneys  which,  by 
virtue  of  provisions  in  former  acts,  and  herein- 
before made,  shaU,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  be- 
long to  the  said  Sinking  Fund,  not  otherwise  spe- 
cially appropriated ;  and  with  the  interest  on  each 
instalment,  or  part  of  principal,  which  shaJl  from 
time  to  time  be  reimbursed  or  paid  of  that  part  of 
the  debt  or  stock,  which,  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one, 
shall  begin  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  will  be  sufficient,  yearly  and  every 
year,  commencing  on  the  first  dav  of  January,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  to 
reimburse  and  pay  so  much  as  may  rightfully  be 
reimbursed  and  paid  of  the  said  principal  of  the 
said  debt  or  stock  which  shall  so  begin  to  bear  an 
interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  on  the  said 
first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  one,  excluding  that  which  shall  stand 
to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  and  that  which  shall  stand  to  the  credit  of 
certain  States,  as  aforesaid:  Fourthly.  The  nett 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  belonging,  or  which 
shall  hereafter  belong  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
Western  Territory  thereof:  Fiflhhr.  All  moneys 
which  shall  be  received  into  the  Ireasury  on  ac- 
count of  debts  due  to  the  United  States  by  reason 
of  any  matter  prior  to  their  present  Constitution  : 
And,  lastly.  All  surplusses  of  the  revenues  of  the 
United  States  which  shall  remain,  at  the  end  of  any 
calendar  year,  beyond  the  amount  of  the  appropri- 
ations charged  upon  the  said  revenues,  and  which, 
during  the  session  of  Congress  next  thereafter, 
shall  not  be  otherwise  specially  appropriated  or  re- 
served by  law. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  as  well 
the  moneys  which  shall  accrue  to  the  said  Sinking 
Fund,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  as 
those  which  shall  have  accrued  to  the  same  by 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  any  former  act  or  acts, 
shall  be  under  the  direction  and  management  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  or  the 
officers  designated  in  and  by  the  second  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debv*  passed  the 
twelfth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety,  and  their  successors  in  office ; 
and  shall  be  and  continue  appropriated  to  the 
said  fund  until  the  whole  of  the  present  debt  of 
the  United  States,  foreign  and  domestic,  fond- 
ed  and  unfunded,  including  future  loans,  which 
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may  be  made  for  reimbursing  or  redeeming  any 
instalments  or  parts  of  principal  of  the  said  debt, 
shall  be  reimbursed  and  redeemed;  and  shall  be, 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  rested  in  the  said 
Commissioners,  in  trust,  to  be  applied  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  eighth 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two,  and  of  this  act,  to  the  reim- 
bursement and  redemption  of  the  said  debt,  in- 
cluding the  loans  aforesaid,  until  the  same  shall 
be  fully  reimbursed  and  redeemed.  And  the  faith 
of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  that  the 
moneys  or  funds  aforesaid  shall  inviolably  remain 
and  be  appropriated  and  vested,  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
applied  to  the  said  reimbursement  and  redemp- 
tion, in  manner  aforesaid,  until  the  same  shall  be 
fully  and  completely  effected. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  re- 
imbursements of  the  capital  or  principal  of  the 
Public  Debt,  foreign  and  domestic,  shall  be  made 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Sinking  Fund,  who  are  hereby  em- 
powered and  required,  if  necessary,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
as  any  instalments  or  parts  of  the  said  capi- 
tal or  principal  become  due,  to  borrow,  on  the 
credit  of  the  United  States,  the  sums  requisite  for 
the  payment  of  the  said  instalments  or  parts  of 
principal :  Provided^  That  any  loan  which  may 
be  made  to  the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  reimbursement  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Unit- 
ed States ;  and  that  the  rate  of  interest  thereupon 
shall  not  exceed  six  per  centum  per  annum ;  and, 
for  greater  caution,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  it 
shall  be  deemed  a  good  execution  of  the  said 
power  to  borrow,  for  the  said  Commissioners, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President,  to  cause  to 
be  constituted  certificates  of  stock,  signed  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  sums  to  ble  re- 
spectively borrowed,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
centum  per  annum,  and  r^eemable  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  United  States ;  and  to  cause  the  said 
cert;|ficates  of  stock  to  be  sold  in  the  market  of  the 
United  States,  or  elsewhere:  Provided^  That  no 
such  stock  be  sold  under  par.  And  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  any  sum  or  sums  which  may 
be  so  borrowed,  either  by  direct  loans  or  by  the 
sale  of  certificates  of  stock,  the  interest  on  the 
sum  or  sums  which  shall  be  reimbursed  by  the 
proceeds  thereof,  (except  that  upon  the  funded 
stock,  bearing  and  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  per 
centum,  redeemable  by  payments,  not  exceeding 
in  one  year  ei^ht  per  centum  on  account  both  of 
principal  and  mterest,)  and  so  much  of  the  duties 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported,  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,  and  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  upon  stills, 
as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are, 
pledged  and  appropriated. 

Sko.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid,  out  of  the 
said  fund,  yearly  and  every  year,  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  the  several  and  respective 
sums  following,  to  wit:  First-*Such  sum  and 
sums  as^  according  to  the  right  for  that  purpose 


reserved,  may  rightfully  be  paid  for,  and  towirds 
the  reimbursement  or  redemption  of  such  DeU 
or  stock  of  the  United  States,  as,  on  the  first  (kr 
of  January  next,  shall  bear  an  interest  of  six  per 
centum  per  annum,  redeemable  by  payments,  not 
exceeding  in  one  year  eight  per  centum,  on  l^ 
count  both  of  principal  and  interest,  exdudin* 
that  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  OommissioQen 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  standing  to  the 
credit  of  certain  States,  as  aforesaid,  oommencinf 
the  said  reimbursement  or  redemption  on  the  said 
first  day  of  January  next.  Secondly — Sudi  Sam 
and  sums  as,  according  to  the  conditions  of  the 
aforesaid  Loan,  had  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  henceforth  payable  towards  the 
reimbursement  thereof,  as  the  same  shall  respect- 
ively accrue.  Thirdly — Such  sum  and  som^s  >s 
according  to  the  right  for  that  purpose  reserrcd, 
may  rightfully  be  paid  for  and  towards  the  reim- 
bursement or  redemption  of  such  Debt  or  stod 
of  the  United  States  as,  on  the  first  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  one,  shall  begin  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  per 
centum  per  annum,  redeemable  by  payments,  not 
exceeding  in  one  year  eight  per  centum,  on  ac- 
count both  of  principal  and  interest,  excludiag 
that  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Gommissiooers 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  standing  to  the 
credit  of  certain  States,  as  aforesaid,  oommencii^ 
the  said  reimbursement  or  redemption,  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eiirht 
hundred  and  two ;  and  also  to  cause  to  be  applied 
all  such  surplus  of  the  said  fund  as  may  at  any 
time  exist,  after  satisfying  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
towards  the  further  and  final  redempdon  of  the 
present  Debt  of  the  United  States,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, funded  and  unfunded,  including  Umds  for 
the  reimbursement  thereof,  by  payment  or  par- 
chase,  until  the  said  Debt  shidl  be  completely  re- 
imbursed or  redeemed. 

Sec.  13.  Provided  altoaya,  and  be  it  further  fli- 
acted.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  ooostroed 
to  vest  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
a  right  to  pay,  in  the  purchase  or  discharge  of  the 
unfunded  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States,  a 
higher  rate  than  the  market  price  or  value  of  the 
Funded  Debt  of  the  United  States :  And,  pmided 
aleo,  That  if,  after  all  the  debts  and  loans  aforesaid, 
now  due,  and  that  shall  arise  under  this  act,  except- 
ing the  said  Debt  or  stock  bearing  an  interest  of 
three  per  cent,  shall  be  fully  paid  and  discharged, 
any  part  of  the  principal  of  the  said  Debt  or  stock 
bearing  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  unredeemed,  the  Qovemment  shall  hare 
liberty,  if  they/  think  proper,  to  make  other  and 
different  appropriations  of  the  said  funds. 

Sac.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pri- 
orities heretofore  established  in  the  appropriations 
by  law,  for  the  interest  on  the  Debt  of  the  United 
States,  as  between  the  different  parts  of  the  said 
Debt,  shall,  after  the  year  one  thousand  seres 
hundred  and  ninety-six,  cease,  with  regard  to  aO 
creditors  of  the  United  States  who  do  not,  befoie 
the  expiration  of  the  said  period,  signify,  in  writ- 
ing, to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  theff 
dissent  therefVom ;  and  that  thenceforth,  with  the 
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exceptioD  only  of  the  debts  of  nuch  creditors  who 
alul)  40  sigoify  their  dissent,  the  funds  or  revenues 
eharged  with  the  said  appropriations  shall,  together, 
constitute  a  eommon  or  eonsolidated  fund,  charge- 
able indiscriminately,  and  without  priority,  with  the 
p&yment  of  the  said  interest 

8ec.  14.  And  he  it  further  enaeted.  That  all  cer- 
ti6cate8,  commonly  called  Loan  Office  certificates, 
final  settlements,  and  indents  of  interest,  which,  at 
the  lime  of  passing  this  act,  shall  be  outstanding, 
shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the 
Tear  one  thoasand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
be  presented  at  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  exchanged  for  other  certificates  of  equivalent 
value  and  tenor,  or,  at  the  option  of  the  holders 
thereof,  respectively,  to  be  registered  at  the  said 
office,  and  returned ;  in  which  case  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  Auditor  to  cause  some  durable 
mark  or  marks  to  be  set  on  each  certificate,  which 
shall  ascertain  and  fix  its  identity,  and  whether 
genuine,  or  counterfeit,  or  forged ;  and  every  of  the 
«aid  certificaDlBs  which  shall  not  be  presented  at  the 
said  office  within  the  stud  time,  shall  be  forever 
after  barred  or  precluded  from  settlement  of  allow- 
aiH*e. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
tnnsfer  of  stock  standing  to  the  credit  of  a  State 
shall  be  made  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  **An 
actuathorizing  the  transfer  of  the  stock  standing  to 
the  credit  of  certain  States,'*  passed  the  second  day 
of  Jmaary,  in  this  present  year,  after  the  last  da^ 
of  December  next,  the  same  shall  be  upon  condi* 
tion,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  reimburse,  at  a  sub- 
sequent period  of  reimbursement,  so  much  of  the 
principal  of  the  stock  so  transferred  as  will  make 
the  reimbursement  thereof  equal  in  proportion  and 
degree  to  that  of  the  same  stock  transferred  previous 
to  the  said  day. 

Sec.  16.  And  he  it  further  tfnoc^,  That,  in  re- 
g*rd  to  any  sum  which  shall  have  remained  unex- 
pended upon  any  appropriation  other  than  for  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  Funded  Debt ;  for  the 
payment  of  interest  upon,  and  reimbursement,  ac- 
cording to  contract,  of  any  loan  or  loans  made  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purposes  of 
t^e  Sinking  Fund,  or  for  a  purpose  in  respect  to 
which  a  longer  duration  is  specially  assigned  by 
Iw,  for  more  than  two  years  alter  the  expiration  of 
the  calendar  year  in  which  the  act  of  appropriation 
&hail  Imve  been  passed,  such  appropriation  shall  be 
ueemed  to  have  ceased  and  been  determined ;  and 
^e  bum  so  unexpended  shall  be  carried  to  an  ac- 
count on  the  books  of  the  Trea&ury,  to  be  de- 
nominated "  The  Surplus  Fund."  But  no  appro- 
Pi^ation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  so  ceased  and 
l^n  determined  until  after  the  year  one  thousand 
^ven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  unless  it  shall  appear 
^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  object 
l^ereof  hath  been  fully  satisfied ;  in  whkh  case  it 
wall  be  lawful  for  him  to  cause  to  be  carried  the 
^oexpended  residue  thereof  to  the  said  account  of 
"ihe  Surplus  Fund." 

Sec.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  De- 
P»rtiiiejii  of  the  Treasury,  according  to  the  re- 
spective duties  of  the  several  officers  thereof,  shall 


establish  such  forms  and  rules  of  proceeding  for 
and  touching  the  execution  of  this  act  as  shall  be 
conformable  with  the  provisions  thereof. 

Sec.  18.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  the 
restrictions  and  regulations  heretofore  establiKhed 
by  law  for  regulating  the  execution  of  the  duties 
enjoined  upon  the  Commisnioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  shall  apply  to  and  be  in  as  full  force  for  the 
execution  of  tlie  analogous  duties  enjoined  by  this 
act  as  if  they  were  herein  particularly  repeated  and 
re-enacted :  and  a  particular  account  of  all  sales  of 
stock,  or  of  loans  by  them  made,  shall  be  laid  before 
Congress  within  fourteen  days  after  their  meeting 
next  after  the  making  of  any  such  loan  or  sale  of 
stock. 

Sec.  19.  And  heit further  enaetedj  That  in  every 
case  in  which  power  is  given  by  this  act  to  make 
a  loan,  it  shall  oe  lawful  for  such  loan  to  be  made 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  although  the 
same  may  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Sxa  20.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  so 
much  of  the  act  laying  duties  upon  carriages 
for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  of  the  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  licenses  for  selling  wines  and  fo« 
reign  distilled  spirituous  liquors  by  retail,  and  of 
the  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  refined 
sugar,  and  of  the  act  laying  duties  on  property 
sold  at  auction,  as  limits  the  duration  of  the  said 
several  acts,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  ; 
and  that  all  the  said  several  acts  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  continbed  in  force  until  the  first 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
one. 

Approved,  March  3,  1796. 

An  Act  making  further  appropriations  for  the  Military 
and  Naval  Establishments,  and  for  the  support  of 
Government. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,,  That,  including  the  appropria- 
tion of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  made  for 
the  Military  Establishment  fur  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  by  an  act  of 
the  present  session,  there  be  appropriated  for  the 
said  Military  Establishment  a  bum  not  exceeding 
one  million  four  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand 
four  hundred  aiid  thirty-nine  dollars  and  twenty- 
nine  cents — that  is  to  say:  For  the  pay  of  the 
legion  of  the  United  States,  three  hundred  and 
four  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  dol- 
lars. For  the  pay  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  fifty- 
six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dol- 
lars. For  subsistence  of  the  legion  and  artillery, 
three  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  dollars  and  thirty  cents.  For 
forage  and  cavalry,  thirty-three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  For  clothing,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  four  hundred  and 
forty  dollars.  For  equipments  for  the  cavalry, 
seven  thoasand  three  hundred  and  fourteen  doU 
lars.  For  horses  for  the  cavalry,  twenty-four 
thousand  dollars.  For  bounty,  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. For  the  hospital  department,  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars.  For  the  ordnance  department,  ele- 
ven thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars 
and  ninety-nine  cents.    For   the   Indian  depart- 
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ment,  eighty  thouaaod  dollars.  For  the  quarter- 
master*^  department,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  For  contin<rencies  of  the  War  De- 
partment, thirty  thousand  dollars.  For  the  de- 
fensive protection  of  the  frontiers,  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  dollars.  For  the  completion 
of  the  fortifications,  fifty  thousand  dollars.  For 
additional  pay  and  bounty  to  the  legion  and  ar- 
tillery, pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  present  session, 
seventy-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-four 
dollars. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  six  months*  pay  and  subsist- 
ence of  a  detachment  of  militia  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  General  Morgan,  pursuant  to  an 
act  of  the  present  session,  there  oe  appropriated 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eighty-two  dollars — that  is  to  say:  For  the 
general  stafi^,  four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four  dollars.  For  Major  Brooke's  battalion, 
nineteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight 
dollars.  For  Major  iLinn's  battalion,  twenty-one 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars.  For  cavalry, 
twenty-three  thousand  four  hundred  dollars.  For 
subsistence,  twenty-four  thousand  dollars.  For 
forage  for  officers  and  cavalry,  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  surplus 
which  may  remain  unexpended  of  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents, 
which  was  appropriated  fait'  the  use  of  the  Naval 
Department,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four,  by  an  act  passed  the  ninth 
day  of  June  last,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  said  Naval  Depart- 
ment, for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-five. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be 
appropriated  the  several  sums  following,  to  wit : 
For  the  payment  of  military  pensions,  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  eighty- 
five  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars 
and  four  cents ;  and  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  contingent  purposes  of  Govern- 
ment, subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  seve- 
ral appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be  paid 
and  discharged  out  of  the  funds  following,  to  wit : 
First — The  surplus  of  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  the  ''Act  makinc[ 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  and 
which  will  accrue  during  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five;  Secondly — ^The 
surplus  of  revenue  and  income  beyond  the  appro- 
priations heretofore  charged  thereupon,  to  the  end 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
Dinety-flve;  and,  Thirdly— The  surplus  which 
shall  remain  unexpended  of  the  moneys  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  the  War  Department  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be  empowered  to 
borrow,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  of  the 


Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  is  hereby  lo* 
thorized  to  lend  the  same,  or  of  any  other  body  or 
bodies  politic,  person  or  persons,  any  som  or  saan 
not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sums  herein  appm- 
priated,  and  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  aforesaii 
and  to  be  reimbursed,  as  well  interest  as  priocipd* 
out  of  the  funds  aforesaid. 
Approved,  March  3,  1796. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  set  »• 
tabliahing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coinfl  of  the 
United  States." 

Be  it  enacted,  cf^..  That,  for  the  better  condacu 
ing  of  the  business  of  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,  there  shall  be  an  additionaJ  officer  ap- 
pointed therein,  by  the  name  of  the  Melter  and 
Refiner,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  take  durge 
of  all  copper,  and  silver  or  gold  bullion,  delivered 
out  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint,  after  it  bis 
been  assayed,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  customs 
of  the  Mint  already  directed  and  established,  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  directed  and  establisiMd, 
by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  and  to 
reduce  the  same  into  bars  or  ingots,  fit  for  the 
rolling  mills,  and  then  to  deliver  tbem  to  tbe 
Coiner  or  Treasurer,  as  the  Director  shall  jod^ 
expedient;  and  to  do  and  perform  all  other  da- 
ties  belonging  to  the  office  of  a  Melter  and  Refiner. 
or  which  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Director  of  tbe 
Mint 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  tbe 
Melter  and  Refiner  of  the  said  Mint  shall,  before 
he  enters  upon  the  execution  of  hb  said  office, 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  some  Judge  of 
the  United  States,  faithfully  and  diligently  to  per^ 
form  the  duties  thereof.  And,  also,  shall  become 
bound  to  the  United  States  of  America,  with  one 
or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  Uie  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  the  sum  of  six  thoosand 
dollars,  with  condition  for  the  faithful  and  dili- 
gent performance  of  the  several  duties  of  his 
office. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  said  Melter  and 
Refiner  of  the  Mint,  as  a  compensation  for 
his  services,  the  yearly  salary  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tbe 
Director  of  the  Mint  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  employ  such  person  as  he  roaj  jodve 
suitable  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Melter  and 
Refiner,  until  a  Melter  and  Refiner  shall  be  a^ 
pointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  Senate. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
Treasurer  of  the  Mint  shall  be,  and  he  is  berebr, 
directed  to  retain  two  cents  per  ounce  from  ereif 
deposite  of  silver  bullion,  below  the  standard  of 
the  United  States,  which  hereafter  shall  be  made 
for  the  purpose  of  refining  and  coining ;  and  foof 
cents  per  ounce  from  every  deposite  of  gold  bul- 
lion made  as  aforesaid,  below  the  standari  of  tb« 
United  States,  unless  the  same  shall  be  so  far  b9- 
low  the  standard  as  to  require  the  operation  d 
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the  test,  in  which  case  the  Treasurer  shall  retain  six 
eents  per  oance,  which  sum  so  retained  shall  be  ac- 
counted for  bv  the  said  Treasurer  with  the  Trea- 
Miry  of  the  united  States,  as  a  compensation  for 
melting  and  refining  the  same. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Mint  shall  not  be  obliged  to  re- 
ceive from  any  person,  for  the  purpose  of  refining 
and  coining,  any  deposits  of  silver  bullion,  below 
the  standard  of  the  United  States,  in  a  smaller 
qoantity  than  two  hundred  ounces ;  nor  a  like  de- 
poiite  of  gold  bullion  below  the  said  standard,  in  a 
sffiBJIer  quantity  than  twenty  ounces. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  passii^g  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  officers  of  the  Mint  to  give  a 
preference  to  silver  or  gold -bullion,  deposited  for 
eoioage,  which  shall  be  of  the  standard  of  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  respects  the  coining  of 
the  same,  although  bullion  below  the  standard,  and 
not  yet  refined,  may  have  been  deposited  for  coin- 
a^,  previous  thereto,  any  law  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding :  Provided^  That  nothing  herein  shall 
justify  the  ofScers  of  the  Mint,  or  any  one  of  them, 
in  onoeceasarily  delaying  the  refining  any  silver  or 
gold  bullion  below  standard,  that  may  be  deposited 
as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, aothorized,  whenever  be  shall  think  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  to  reduce  the  weight 
of  the  copper  coin  of  the  United  States :  Prcciaed, 
Sneh  redaction  shall  not,  in  the  whole,  exceed  two 
pennjfweights  in  each  cent,  and  in  the  like  propor- 
tion in  a  half  cent ;  of  which  he  shall  give  notice 
bj  Proclamation,  and  communicate  the  same  to  the 
then  next  session  of  Congress. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  ftirther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  he  shall  receive 
eopper  cents  and  half  cents  from  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Mint,  to  send  them  to  the  Bank  or  Branch 
Banks  of  the  United  States,  in  each  of  the  States 
where  such  Bank  is  established ;  and  where  there 
i>  no  Bank  established,  then  to  the  Collector  of 
the  principal  town  in  such  State,  (in  the  propor- 
tion of  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  such  State,) 
to  be  by  such  Bank  or  Collector  paid  out  to  the 
dtizens  of  the  State  for  oash,  in  sums  not  less 
than  ten  dollars  value :  and  that  the  same  be  done 
At  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  United  States,  un- 
der sQch  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
I^partment  of  the  Treasunr. 

Approved,  March  3,  1795. 


An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  recovery  of  debts  due 
from  individualB  to  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  be^  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  issue  a 
notification  to  any  person  who  has  received 
moneys  for  which  he  is  accountable  to  the  United 
States,  or  to  the  executor  or  administrator  of  such 
person,  if  he  be  deceased,  requuing  him  to  render 
to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury»  at  such  time  as  he 
fibail  thinkj  reasonable*  aeeording  to  the  circum- 


stances of  the  case,  within  twelve  months  from  the 
date  of  such  notification,  all  his  accounts  and  vouch- 
ers, for  the  expenditare  of  the  said  moneys,  and  in 
default  thereof,  suits  shall,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be  commenced  for  the 
same,  without  further  notice.  And  the  party  sued 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  subject  to  the  costs  and 
charges  of  such  suits,  whether  the  ultimate  decision 
shall  be  in  his  favor  or  against  him. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
Marshals  of  the  respective  districts  be,  and  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  serve  the  said 
notifications  on  the  parties  ther  ein  named,  by  leav- 
in  copies  thereof  at  their  respective  dwellings,  or 
usual  places  of  abode,  at  least  four  months  before 
the  time  fixed  in  such  notification  for  rendering 
their  accounts,  as  aforesaid,  and  that  the  return  of 
the  said  notifications  to  the  Comptroller's  ofiice» 
with  the  Marshars  certificate  thereon,  that  such  ser- 
vice has  been  made,  be  deemed  legal  evidence  in 
the  District  or  Circuit  Courts,  of  the  proceedings, 
and  for  the  recovery  of  costs  and  charges.  And 
that  in  cases  where  accounts  shall  be  rendered  to 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  within  the  time 
limited  in  the  notifications  aforesaid,  he  shall  im« 
mediately  proceed  to  liquidate  the  credits  to  be 
passed  for  the  said  accounts,  and  report  the  same 
to  the  Comptroller,  with  a  particular  list  of  any 
claims  which  shall  have  been  disallowed  by  him. 
And  that  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  imme- 
diately proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  credits 
allowed  by  the  Auditor,  and  if  the  same  be  approv- 
ed by  him,  that  he  cause  credit  therefor  to  be 
passed  on  the  public  books.  And  the  Comptroller 
shall  also  appoint  a  dav  for  hearing  the  claimant 
on  the  claims  so  disallowed  by  the  Auditor,  as 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  list 
of  all  such  credits  aforesaid,  as  shall  have  been 
claimed,  and  not  admitted  by  the  Comptroller,  be 
made  out  and  transmitted  to  the  Marshal  of  the 
district,  where  the  claimant  resides;  and  that  a 
copy  thereof  be  served  on  the  claimant,  or  left  at  his 
dwelling  or  last  usual  place  of  abode,  with  notice 
of  the  time  assigned  by  the  Comptroller,  for  the 
final  hearing,  as  aforesaid,  at  least  four  months  be- 
fore such  hearing ;  of  which  proceedings,  the  Mar- 
shal is  hereby  directed  to  transmit  an  official  re- 
turn to  the  Comptroller.  And  in  case  of  omisuon 
or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  claimant  to  assign  in 
writing,  or  otherwise,  his  reasons  to  the  Comp* 
troller,  within  the  time  limited,  as  aforesaid,  why 
the  suspended  credits  should  be  admitted,  all  fu* 
ture  claims  therefor  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  for- 
ever barred.  But  in  case  the  claimant  shall,  within 
the  time  aforesaid,  assign  in  writing,  or  otherwise, 
hia  reasons  why  the  suspended  cr^ts  should  be 
admitted,  the  Comptroller  shall  immediately  con- 
sider the  same,  and  decide  thereon  according  to  the 
principles  of  equity,  and  the  usages  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department 

Ssa  4.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted.  That  in  all 
cases  where  the  final  deciaion  of  the  Comptroller 
shall  be  against  the  claimant,  such  determinatioa 
shall  be  final  and  conclusive  to  all  concerned. 

Approved,  March  3, 1796. 
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An  Act  to  autboriie  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  French  in- 
habitants of  Galliopolisy  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  anthor- 
ized  and  empowered  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  in  the 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  a  tmct  of  land 
situated  on  the  northerly  bank  of  the  river  Ohio, 
beginning  one  mile  and  a  half  on  a  straight  line 
above  the  mouth  of  Little  Sandy,  thence  down  the 
said  river  Ohio,  along  the  courses  thereof  eight 
miles  when  reduced  to  a  straight  line,  thence  at 
right  angles  'from  each  extremity  of  the  said  line, 
so  as  to  include  the  quantity  of  twenty-four  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  to  bo  disposed  as  hereinafter 
directed. 

Sec.  a.  And  he  it  Jkirther  enacted.  That  the  Pre- 
sident be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  ascertained  the 
number  of  French  inhabitants  and  actual  settlers 
of  the  town  or  settlement  of  Gailiopolis,  being 
males  above  eighteen  years  of  age,  or  widows  who 
are  or  shall  be  within  the  said  town  or  settlement  of 
Gailiopolis  on  the  first  day  of  November  next. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  issue  letters 
patent  in  the  name  and  under  the  seal  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  thereby  granting  to  John  Gabriel  Ger- 
vais  and  his  heirs,  four  thousand  acres  of  land,  part 
of  the  said  twenty-four  thousand  acres  to  be  located 
on  the  Northwest  bank  of  the  river  Ohio  opposite 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Sandy  with  conditions 
in  the  said  letters  patent  that  if  the  said  John  Ga- 
briel Gervais  or  his  heirs,  shall  not  personally  with- 
in three  years  from  the  date  of  the  same  patent, 
settle  on  the  same  tract  of  land,  and  continue 
settled  for  three  years  hext  thereafter,  the  same 
letters  patent  shall  be  void  and  determine,  and  the 
title  thereof  revest  in  the  United  States,  as  if  this 
law  had  not  passed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U/Urther  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  cause  to  be 
surveyed,  laid  off,  and  divided,  the  remaining 
twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  residue  of  the 
twenty-four  thousand  acres,  into  as  many  lots  or 
parts  as  the  actual  settlers  of  Gailiopolis  shall,  on 
the  ascertainment  aforesaid,  amount  to,  and  the 
same  to  be  designated,  marked,  and  numbered,  on  a 
plat  thereof,  to  be  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
sold  Territory,  together  with  a  certificate  of  the 
eourses  of  the  said  lots,  the  said  lots,  or  parts  of 
the  aforesaid  traet,  to  be  assigned  to  the  settlers 
aforesaid  by  lot  And  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to 
issue  letters  patent  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said  actual 
settlers  and  their  heirs,  for  the  said  twenty  thou- 
sand acres  to  be  held  by  them  in  severalty  in  lots 
to  be  designated  and  described  hj  their  numbers 
on  the  plat  aforesaid,  with  condition  In  the  same 
letters  patent,  that  if  one  or  more  of  the  said  ^n- 
tees,  his  or  her  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  not,  within 
five  years  from  the  date  of  the  same  letters,  make 
or  cause  and  procure  to  be  made  an  aetual  settle- 
ment on  the  lot  or  lots  assigned  to  him,  her  or 
them,  and  the  same  continue  for  five  years  there- 


after, that  then  the  said  letters  patent,  so  far  as 
concerns  the  said  lot  or  lots  not  settled  and  con- 
tinued to  be  settled  as  aforesaid,  shall  cease  and 
determine,  and  the  title  thereof  shall  revest  in  the 
United  States  in  the  same  manner  aa  if  this  law 
had  not  passed. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  oothio; 
in  this  act  shall  be  taken  or  considered  in  any 
manner  to  impair  or  affect  the  claima  of  the  said 
settlers  against  any  person  or  persona,  for  or 
by  reason  of  any  contracts  heretofore  made  by 
them,  but  that  the  same  eontraeta  shall  be  and  re- 
main in  the  same  state  as  if  tliia  law  had  not 
passed. 

Approved,  March  3, 1795. 


An  Act  for  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  Lavi 

of  the  United  States. 

JBe  it  enacted,  ^v.,  That  for  the  more  general 
promulgation  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States, 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State  shall, 
after  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
cause  to  be  printed  and  collated,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, a  complete  edition  of  the  Laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  comprising  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  the  Puolic  Acts  then  in  force,  and 
the  Treaties,  together  with  an  index  to  the  same. 

Sec.  a.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  four 
thousand  five  hundred  copies  of  the  said  edition, 
shall  be  divided  by  the  aaid  Secretary,  among  the 
respective  States  and  the  Territories  North  we^ 
and  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  according  to  the  rule 
for  apportioning  representatives;  and  that  the 
proportion  of  each  State  or  Territory,  shall  be 
transmitted  by  the  said  Secretary  to  the  Governor 
or  Supreme  Executive  Magistrate  thereof,  to  be  de- 
posited in  such  fixed  and  convenient  place  in  each 
county,  or  other  subordinate  civil  division  of  such 
State  or  Territory,  as  the  Executive  or  Legislature 
thereof  ahall  deem  most  conducive  to  the  general 
information  of  the  people ;  and  that  five  hundred 
copies  of  the  said  edition  be  reserved  for  the  futors 
disposition  of  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  acts 
passed  at  each  succeding  session  of  Congress,  io* 
eluding  future  Treaties,  shall  be  printed  and  dis- 
tributed in  like  manner  and  proportion. 

Approved,  March  3, 1796. 


An  Act  maldog  'provision  for  the  purposes  of  trade 

with  the  Indians. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
fifty  thousand  dollara  be  appropriated  to  the  punshose 
of  goods  for  supplying  the  Indiana  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thon- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five ;  and  the  sale 
of  such  goods  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  March  3,  1796. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  compensatioii  of  Clerka. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  Seeretary  of  tie 
Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
State,  ;aiid  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 


1533 


APPENDIX. 


1534 


Acti  of  Congreu. 


War,  be  aathorized  to  vary,  for  the  present  year, 
the  compensation  heretofore  established  for  clerks 
in  their  respective  Departments,  in  such  manner 
as  the  seryices  to  be  performed  shall  in  their  judg- 
ment require ;  so,  however,  that  no  principal 
clerk  shall  receive  more  than  at  the  rate  of  one 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  that  the  aggre- 
gate  of  the  compensations  for  clerks  in  either  of 
the  said  Departments  shall  not  for  the  said  year 
exceed  the  aggregate  of  the  compensations  allowed 
for  clerks  in  the  same  Department  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-foar ;  and  that 
an  additional  compensation  not  exceeding  the  rate 
of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum  be  allowed  for 
one  clerk  employed  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
during  the  present  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enaeted^  That  there 
be  allowed  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hund- 
red  and  ninety-five,  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Loans  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
York,  respectively,  not  exceeding  five  clerks  at  the 
rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  each ;  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Loans  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  not 
exceeding  two  clerks  at  the  rate  of  four  hundred 
dollars  each ;  and  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans 
in  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  South 
Carolina  respectively,  not  exceeding  two  clerks  at 


the  rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  each.  The  ag- 
gregate of  the  compensations  for  clerks  employ^ 
by  either  of  the  said  Commissioners  to  be  appor- 
tioned among  them  at  his  discretion.  That  there 
be  allowed  for  the  year  aforesaid,  in  lieu  of  clerk 
hire,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  three  hundred  and. fifty  dol- 
lars ;  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  four  hundred  dollars;  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Lo  ans  in  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, three  hundred  dollars ;  and  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Loans  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
Approved,  March  8, 1796. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  exportation  of  arms,  cannont 
and  military  stores,  in  certain  oases. 

Be  ii  enacted,  <l^..  That  in  oases  connected  with 
the  security  of  the  commercial  interest  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  public  purposes  only,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  permit  the  exportation  of  arms,  can- 
non, and  military  stores,  the  law  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  the  same  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Approved,  March  8, 1795, 
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in  the,  presented  and  passed        -  -      23 

concurrence  of  the  House     -  -  -      27 

Foreign  nations,  a  bill  making  provision  for  ex- 
penses attending  intercourse  with,  and  to 
continue  in  force  the  act  heretofore  made, 
received  for  concurrence   -  -  -      69 

ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  -  -      70 

passed  with  amendment       -  -  -70 

Forsyth,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 

and  orphans  of,  introduced  •  -      76 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -      70 
bill  passed    -  -  •  -  -79 

a  bill  making  further  compensation  for  the 

services  of,  received  for  coacurrenoe        -    120 
amended  and  passed  .     121 


France,  translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Committee 
of  Public  Safety,  in,  received 

consideration  of  the  letter  .  •  • 

French  Republic,  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment 

of  a  sum  of  money  due  the,  received  for 

concurrence  .        -  .  -  - 

referred  to  committee 

reported       -  .  -  .  - 

read  and  adopted     .... 

bill  rejected  .  .  .  - 

French  vessels,  a  bill  for  the  remission  of  dnties 

arising  on  the  tonnage  of,  sundry,  received 

for  concurrence    .  .  -  - 

referred  to  a  committee        ... 

reported  and  passed  .  .  . 

Frontiers,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  defence  of,  introduced,  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  eo- 
gros^^ed     .  -  -  -  - 

bill  passed    -  -  -  -  - 

amendments  by  the  House  -  .  - 

Concurred  in  .  .  .  - 

SECOND  SESSION. 

Foreign  Debts,  a  bill  in  relation  to  received  for 
concurrence  .  .  .  - 

read  second  and  third  times,  and  passed 

Fowke,  Chandler  Dinwiddie,  the  petition  of,  laid 
on  the  table  .... 

French  Republic,  copies  of  communications  from 
the  Minister  of  the,  ordered  to  be  printed 

O. 

mST  BE88I0N. 

Gallatin,  Albert,  (Pa.,)  is  qualified,  and  takes  his 
seat  -  -  -  -  . 

a  petition  in  relation  to  the  appointment  oC 
laid  on  the  table    .... 

committee  appointed  on  the  petition 

report  of  the  committee       ... 

consideration  of  the  report  -  .  - 

report  referred  to  Committee  on  Elections  - 

resolution  to  open  the  doors  of  the  Senate 
during  the  discussion  on  the  election  of  - 

resolution  adopted  -  •  .  . 

consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 

consideration  resumed 

he  commences  his  defence    - 

the  election  declared  void    • 

report  of  the  Committee  of  ElectioDs  oa  the 
case  of      - 

statement  of  facts  exhibited  by       - 
Galleys,  a  bill  introduced  authorizing  a  number 
of  vessels  to  be  equipped  as         - 

referred  to  a  committee 

amendments  reported  ... 

orflered  to  a  third  reading  - 

bill  passed   -  .  -  .  . 

amendments  by  the  House  - 
Galliopolis,  the  Attorney  General's  report  on  the 
petition  of  the  French  inhabitants  of,  refer- 
red to  a  committee 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  French  inhabitants 
of  introduced         .  .  .  . 

referred  to  a  committee  .  .  . 

reported        .  .  .  •  . 

consideration  of  the  report    .  .  . 

Goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  a  bill   to  sus- 
pend the  importation  of,  received  for  con- 
currence  -  -  .  .  . 
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Goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  a  bill  to  sua* 
pend  the  importation  of,  noa  concurred 
m  .  .  .  .  -      90 

a  bill  laying  additional  duties  on,  received 
for  ooncoirenoe     ....    loi 

BSOOND  BE9BIOX. 

Galliopolis,  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of,  pre- 
sented and  referred  to  a  committee  •    810 
a  bill  reported  to  authorize  a  grant  of  land 

to  the  French  inliabitants  of         -  •     82*7 

further  consideration  of  the  bill  postponed  -    834 
consideration  resumed  •  -  -835 

amendments  reported  -  -  •    837 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -  -    841 

Georgia,  two  acts  of  the  State   of,  respecting 
unlocated  territory,  laid  before  the  Se- 
nate -  -  -  -  -    838 
resolution  reported  respecting  certain  laws 
of  the  State  of      -            -  '          -  -    841 
Gervais,  Jean  Gabriel,  a  committee  appointed  to 

report  on  the  memorial  of  •  •    810 

Gibbs^  George,  a  bill  in  favor  of,  received  for  con- 
currence -  -  .  -    827 
referred  to  committee           -            -            -     829 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -  -    830 
Government,  a  bill  fur  the  support  o^  received 

for  concurrence      -  .  -  -    799 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  committee     800 
bill  passed  with  amendments  -  -    804 

H. 

nasT  SESSION. 

Heads  of  Departments,  reports  from,  to  be  printed 

in  octavo   -  -  -  -  -      86 

Higginson,  Nathaniel  0.,  the  testimony  of,  in  re- 
lation to  Mr.  Gallatin        •  -  -      58 

Hoi  ton,  Jonathan,  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War      -  -  -  -      40 
the  Secretary's  report  laid  on  the  table        -      67 

I. 

FiaST   SESSION. 

Invalids,  a  bill  concerning,  received  for  concur- 
rence        -  -  -  -  -     120 
bill  passed    -----     127 

Invalid  Pensioners  resolution  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  make  out  and  return  to 
District  Judges  certain  lists  in  cases  of, 
received  for  concurrence  -  -     123 

passed  with  amendments     -  -  -     128 

Izard,  Ralph,  elected  President  ^0  tern,  of  the 

Senate       -  -  -  -  -     114 

BBOOKD   SESSION. 

Indians,  a  bill  reported  to  prevent  depredations 

on  the,  South  of  the  Ohio  river     -  -    881 

bill  passed    -----     837 
a  supplementary  bill  to  regulate  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the,  received  for  concur- 
rence        -----     848 
read  the  second  time,  and  a  motion  to  read 

objected  to  -  -  -  -     862 

bill  making  provisions  for  treaty  and  trade 

with,  received  for  concurrence      -  -    848 

ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  -  •    860 

passed  with  amendments     -  -  .    867 
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FlaST  SESSION. 

Johns,  Eensey,  (DeL,)  credentials  of,  referred  to 
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Johns,  Kensey,  Com.  of  Elections,  report  pre- 
sented      -  -  -  -  -      76 
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President  of  the  Senate  directed  to  transmit 
to  the  Executive  of  Delaware  the  resolution 
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Journals  and  reports  from  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
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Judicial  Courts,  a  bill  making  certain  alterations 
in  the  act  establishing,  received  for  concur- 
rence        -           ...           -    120 
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bill  passed    -            -            -            •            -     127 
some  of  the  Senate  amendments  disagreed 
to  by  the  House,  and  others  amended  and 
agreed  to  -            -            -            -            -     180 
the  Senate  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the 
House,  and  recede  from  their  own           -     181 

SECOND  SESSION. 

Jones,  Epaphras,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  received  for  concurrence  •  -    812 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •    814 
passed  .....     816 

Judiciary,  a  bill  to  amend  and  explain  part  of  the 
act  for  establishing  the  Judicial  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  reported  and  read  the 
fifdt  time  -  -  -     ^     .  -    798 

read  the  second  and  third  times,  and  passed    798 
a   committee    appointed    to    examine  and 

amend  the  provisions  of  the  -  *    806 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported  -    807 

the  fmther  consideration  thereof  postponed     807 

K. 

FiaST   SESSION. 

Kammerer,  Henry,  testimony  of,  in  relation  to 

Mr.  Gallatin  -  -  -  -      68 

Kimberly,  Ephraim,  a  bill  to  authorise,  to  locate 

a  land  warrant,  received  for  concurrence        81 

.  referred  to  a  committee       -  -  -82 

reported  and  passed  -  •  -      88 


riEST  SESSION. 

Lafayette,  Major  General,  a  bill  to  authorise  a 

settlement  of  his  accounts,  reported         -      48 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration        -  -44 

bill  passed    -  -  -  •  -      69 

La  Rocque,  Mr.,  memoir  of,  on  the  politics  of 

the  United  States,  laid  before  the  Senate       80 
Laub,  Conrad,  and  others,  a  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of,  in  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Gallatin  -  -19 
report  made             -           •            •            -      24 
consideration  of  the  report   •           •  "28 
report  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions        -           -           -           -           -      29 
report  of  the  committee       -            •            -      42 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  in  the  matter  of  their  petitions    •      44 
Lefferts,  Leffert,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  received  for  concurrence         -  -      81 

ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  •  -      82 

bill  passed  ,  -  -  -  -  -      88 

Legaux,  P.,  the  petition  oi,  praying  patronage  of 

bis  vineyard  •  -  -  -     101 

Lewis,  Mr.,  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  against 

the  appointment  of  Mr.  Gallatin  -  -      48 

remarks  of,  in  the  trial  of  the  contested  elec- 
tion -  -  -  -  .49 
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force  for  a  limited  time,  the  act  supple- 
mentary  to  the  act  for  the  establishment 
of,  received  for  concurrence  -  -125 

bill  passed 127 
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of 104 

bill  reported  -  -  •  -    106 

passed  .....    108 
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Latimer,  Henrj,  takes  his  seat    -  -  -    840 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  for  the  pro- 
mulgation   of  the,  received  for  concur- 
rence        -  -  .  -  .    827 
'  referred  to  a  committee       ...    829 
amendments  reported          ...    846 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  •    849 
Light  houses,  a  bill  in  relation  to  cessions  of  juris- 
diction in  places  where  light  houses,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  public  piers,  have  been, 
or  may  be.  erected,  received  for  concur- 
rence        .....    884 
amendments  reported          ...    337 
bill  passed   -            -            -            .            .    889 
Loan,  a  bill  authorising  a,  of  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, received  for  concurrence       -            -    799 
referred  to  committee          ...    300 
reported       -            -            -            .            .    800 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed                    -    801 
a  bill  for  the  reimbursement  of  a,  authorized 
by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
received  for  concurrence  ...    823 
reported  and  passed             -                        -    826 
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Martin,  Alexander  (N.  C.)  takes  his  seat 
Maryland,  a  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, to  a  certain  act  of  the  State  of,  re- 
ceived for  concurrence,  referred,  reported 
with  amendments,  and  passed 
Merchant,  Henry,  the  petition  of,  prayine  an  in- 
crease of  his  salary  as  District  Judge 
Message,  President's,  on  the  state  of  affitirs  in 
Europe     -  .  -  .  - 

on  the  subject  of  our  relations  with  Spain  - 

communicating  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  reganl  to  our  relations  with 
Morocco  and  Algiers 

communicating  additional  papers  in  regard 
to  affiiirs  with  Spain  and  AJlgiers 

enclosing  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  relation  to  the  coinage  of  the  precious 
metals       ..... 

enclosing  a  letter  from  the  same  officer  with 
his  account  of  the  expenditure  of  money 
appropriated  for  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations     -  -  -24 

communicatiog  the  translation  of  a  letter 
from  the  Spanish  minister  24 
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Message,  President's,  recommending  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  officer  charged  with  the 
safe  keeping  and  distribution  of  public 
supplies    .  -  -  -  - 

enelosmg  a  statement  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  Contingent  Fund 

communicating  information  of  the  disappror- 
al  of  the  conduct  of  the  French  Minister 

in  relation  to  the  revenue  from  distilled 
spirits^  and  respecting  the  cession  of  light 
house  establishments,  and  transmitting^ 
copies  of  the  Laws  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory  .  .  .  . 

in  relation  to  the  state  of  af&irs  on  the 
Southwestern  frontier      ... 

transmitting  a  statement  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  m  relation  to  complaints  against 
spoliations  on  our  commerce 

respecting  the  Embargo  Law 

transmit tmg  copies  of  correspondence  bo- 
tween  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
British  Minister,  and  enclosing  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  - 

in  relation  to  a  projected  enterprise  against 
the  Spanish  Territories    ... 

in  relation  to  an  encroachment  upon  Ameri- 
can territory  by  a  party  of  Bntish  tr<iopa 

on  the  probability  of  a  war  with  the  Creek 
Indians     ..... 
Military  Establishment,  a  bill  for  completing  the, 
received  for  concurrence  - 

referred  to  a  committee        ... 

reported  with  amendnpients,  and  non-con- 
curred in  ...  - 

a  bill  making  appropriations  fcx*  the  support 
of,  received  for  ocmcurrence 

referred  to  committee 

reported  without  amendment 

bill  passed    ..... 
Militia,  a  bill  directing  a  detachment  from  the, 
received  for  concurrence    - 

referred  to  a  committee 

amendments  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

'    reading     ..... 
^  bill  passed    ..... 
Military  force,  a  bill  for  the  increase  of.  reported 

motion  to  expunge  the  first  section  - 

motion  for  an  additional  section  negatived 

bill  passed    .  .  .  .  - 

Mint,  a  bill  in  alteration  of  the  act  for  establiih- 

ing  the,  reported  .... 

bill  passed    ..... 

Mississippi  river,  a  report  relative  to  the  naviga- 

gation  of  the         .... 

Mitchell,  Stephen  Mix,  takes  his  seat 

Morgan,  Jacoh.'a  letter  from,  dismissed  as  disre- 

spectful  to  the  Senate 

Morris,  Robert,  testimony  of^  in  relation  to  Mr. 

Gallatin    ..... 

Muhlenburg,  Frederick  A,  the  Senate  informed 

of  his  election  as  Speaker  of  the  House  - 

SSOOVD  SXSSIOM. 

Mann,  Spencer,  and  Frantz  Jacob  Foltx,  a  bill 
for  the  relief  o^  received  for  concurrence 
referred  to  committee  ... 

reported  without  amendment 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Matliers,  James,  the  petition  of,  presented 

an  additional  sum  to  his  salary  as  door- 
keeper allowed    .  .  -  . 
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Matherv,  James,  the  Secretarj  of  the  Senate 
directed  to  paj  him  a  certaio  sum  for  ex- 
tra serTioes 
McLean.  Angus,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  ordered  to  a  seoood  reading  - 
read  the  second  and  third  time,  and  passed 
Herdiant,  Henry,  the  petition  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  salary  as  Jadge  of  the  District 
of  Rhode  Island  -  -  .  . 

a  bill  in  his  behalf  presented 
bill  amended  .... 

passed  as  amended  .... 
Message,  containing  sundry  communications 
▼ith  official  communications  in  relation  to 

the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
enclosing  a  statement  respecting  the  Military 

service      -         .  -  -  -  -    796 

transmitting  an  official  statement  of  expen- 
diture      -  -  -    798 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  Purreyor 

of  Supplies  ....    800 

in  relation  to  disorders  on  the  frontiers        -    807 
transmitting  copies  of  the  ratificatipn  of 
certain  States  to  the  amendment  proposed 
to  the  Constitution,  and  containing  other 
matters    -----    809 
transmitting  copy  of  the  ratification  of  New 
Hamp»hire  to  the  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution -----    826 
in  relation  to  lands  -  .  -  •    826 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  for  the  support  of 

the,  received  for  concurrence  -  -    808 

reported  without  amendment  -  804 

read  the  third  time  and  passed         -  -    804 

a  bill  in  relation  to  the,  received  for  concur- 
rence       -  -  -  -  -    826 
referred  to  committee          •  *    828 
reported  with  amendments  -  887 
ordered  to  a  third  reading    -                        •    844 
bill  passed   -            -            -  ^         -            •     847 
a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the 
Military  and  Naval  Establishments,  re- 
ceived for  concurrence     -            -           -    887 
amendments  reported           .            -           .    848 

biU  passed 849 

Military  Stores,  a  resolution  laid  before  the  Se- 
nate, authorising  the  exportation  of  arms, 
cannon,  and  military  stores  -  -    886 

ameuded  and  passed  -  .  -     888 

amendments  of  the  House  disagreed  to  -  847 
adherence  of  the  House  to  their  amendments  848 
consideration  thereon  ...    849 

Militia,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the,  received 

for  concurrence     .  -  -  -    800 

ordered  to  a  third  reading    .  -  -    802 

passed  with  amendments     -  -  -    808 

amendments  by  the  House  received  for  con- 
currence   -----    804 
Senate  disagree  to  the  amendment  by  the 

House,  and  desire  a  conference    •  -    806 

the  bill  amended      .  -  •  -    806 

the  amended  bill  read  the  first  time  -    810 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -  -    811 

a  bill  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the,  received 

for  concurrence     -  -  -  827 

referred  to  committee  ...    829 

passed  with  amendments  -  -    882 

Mint^  a  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  establish- 
ing a,  received  for  concurrence    -  -    840 
amendments  reported  -    848 
bill  passed    -----    860 


N. 


riBST  snsioif. 


Nation,  a  day  assigned  for  taking  into  eooaidera- 
tion  toe  state  of  the         .  -  - 

consideration  postponed       -  .  - 

Naval  Armament,  a  bill  to  provide  a,  received  for 

concurrence  .  -  .  - 

referred  to  committee 

passed  with  amendments     • 
New  Hampshire,  remoostiance  from  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  against  the  determination  of  tha 
Circuit  Court  of  that  District,  referred  to 
a  committee         .... 

report  of  committee  ... 

'    papers  in  the  case  withdrawn 

a  bill  transferring,  for  a  limited  time,  the  ju- 
risdiction of  suits  and  offences  from  the 
District  to  the  Circuit  Ooart  ot,  received 
for  concurrence     .  .  .  • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading   - 

passed  .  .  -  .  - 

New  London,  a  bill  to  provide  for  placing  buoys 
on  certain  mcks  off  the  harbor  of,  received 
for  concurrence     •  -       ■     - 

referred  to  committee  ... 

reported  with  amendments  -  -  - 

bill  passed   .  -  -  -  • 

8B00ND  Bneimr. 

Natnraliiation,  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
rule  of,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore 
passed,  received  for  concurrence  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading    • 
read  the  third  time  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
biU  passed   -  -  -  -  - 

New  Hamsphire,  remonstrance  of  the  State  of,  in 
relation  to  the  sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence of  said  State 
New  Tork,  her  ratification  of  the  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  laid  before  the  Senate  - 
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FiasT  snaioif. 

Ocraoock  Island,  a  bill  for  erecting  a  lighted  bea- 
con on,  reported   -  -  -  - 
bill  passed    .           -           -           -  - 
concurrence  of  the  House    -           -  • 
Octavo,  the  Journals,  bills.  reporU  and<  all  eom- 
munications  printea  by  order  of  the  Se* 
nate,  to  be  in  octavo         ... 
Offences,  appointment  of  a  committee  on  that 
part  of  the  President's  Speech  recommend- 
ing a  further  provision  against    - 
bill  reported            .           -           .           - 
Olive,  M.,  the  plan  of,  for  a  forty-gun  ship 
Oliver  and  Thompson,  the  petition  of     • 

SXOOND  SZ88ION. 

Officer^  a  bill  of  a  certain  descriptioD  o(  re- 
ceived for  concurrence      -  -  -    820 
biU  passed    -                                   -  -    822 
Outlawry,  a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a 

bill  respecting     -  -  -  -    800 

biU  reported  -  -     .      -  .-821 

on  a  second  reading  ordered  to  lie  for  oonsi- 
deratioo    .  -  -  -  -    825 
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Paranque,  Stephen,  bill  for  the  relief  oi^  received 
for  concurrence     -  -  .  - 

referred  to  committee      -  -  - 

reported  and  passed    -        - 
ParBons,  Ebenezer,  and  others,  the  petition  of, 
praying    that    certain    yesaeU    may  be 
exempted  from  the  embargo 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  petition 
Perkins,  William,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
on  the  petition  of  -  -  - 

Person,  lliomas,  and  others,  the  petition  of 
Philadelphia,  proceedings  on  certain  resolutions 

from  a  meeting  of  manufocturers  of 
Politics  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  La  Koqae's 

memoir  on  the,  laid  before  the  Senate 
Ports  and  harbors,  a  bill  to  provide  fur  the  de- 
fence of  certain,  received  for  concurrence 
referred  to  a  committee 
amendments  reported  ... 

bill  passed    -  -  -  -  - 

a  supplementary  act  to  provide  for,  received 
for  concurrence    -  -  -  - 

amended  and  passed  ... 

Poet  Office,  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  the,  re- 
ceived for  concurrence      -  -  - 
referred  to  committee          ... 
amendments  reported,  and  bill  ordered  to  a 
third  reading        .... 
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disagreement  of  the  House  to  some  of  the 
amendments  .  .  .  . 

committee  of  conference  appointed  - 

report  of  the  committee       .  .  . 

further  amendments 
Precious  metals,  a  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration,  and  to  report  on,  cer- 
tain impediments  to  the  coinage  of 
President  United  States,  committee  appointed 
to  notify  him  of  the  presence  of  a  quo- 
rum -  -  -  .  - 

his  Address  at  the  opening  of  the  session    - 

called  upon  for  copies  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Republic  of  France,  and  between 
said  Minister  and  the  Secretary  of  State  - 

resolution  requesting  him  to  transmit  to 
the  Executives  of  the  several  States 
copies  of  the  amendment  proposed  to 
the  .Constitution,  respecting  the  Judicial 
power       -  - 

resolution  requesting  him  to  cause  to  be  pre- 
pared a  suitable  answer  to  the  letter  from 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  in  France 

committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  him,  and 
inform  him  of  the  proposed  recess 

report  of  committee .  .  .  - 

Messages.     [See  Message.] 

President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate  elected 

Providence  river,  a  bill  to  provide  for  placing 

buoys  on  certain  rocks  in,  received  for 

concurrence  -  .  .  - 

referred  to  committee 

amendments  reported 

ordered  to  a  third  reading    -.  -  - 

bill  passed  .  -  -  -  - 

BEOOITD  6I88IOK. 

Park,  James,  and  others,  the  petition  of  - 
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Pennsylvania,  a  bill  aathortzing  militia  to  be  sta- 
tioned in  the  Western  counties  of^  received 
for  concurrence,  read  the  first,  seoood,  aod 
third  times,  and  passed    ... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  by  insurgents 
in  the  Western -counties  of,  received  for 
concurrence  and  referred  to  committee     - 

amendments  reported 

read  the  third  time  and  passed 

a  bill  revising  certain  suits  and  process  in  the 
District  Court  of,  received  for  concurrence 

read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading     -  -  .  -  - 

read  third  time  and  passed  -  -  . 

Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  an  amendatory  bill 
to  establish,  referred  to  committee 

reported  and  amended        ... 

read  thisd  time  and  passed      -        - 

amended  by  the  House         ... 

Senate  disagree  to  amendment  by  the  Hou»e 

committee  of  conference  appointed 

Senate  recede  from  their  amendment 
Prentice,  Elkanah,  the  petition  of  -  - 

President  of  the  United  States,  his  Speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  session      ... 

read  third  time  and  passed  .  -  . 

an  answer  reported .  -  -  - 

report  adopted         -  .  -  - 

his  reply  to  the  answer  of  the  Senate 

his  Messages.     [jSm  Meuage.'] 
President,  Vice,  excused  from  attendance 
Prioleau,  Samuel,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claim  of^  reported 

read  the  third  time  and  i).issed 

amendment  by  the  House  received  for  cqd- 
currence    .  -  -  -  - 

concurred  in  -  •  -  - 

Q. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

Quakers,  a  memorial  from  the,  in  relation  to  the 
slave  trade  .... 

Quorum,  the  President  notified  of  the  presence 
of  a  - 

FIRST  RESSION. 

Read,  George,  (Del.,)  resignation  of        - 
Recruiting  service,  a  bill  to  encourage   the,  re- 
ceived for  concurrence      -  -  - 

referred  to  committee  ... 

reported  and  passed  ... 

committee  of  conference  on  the  amendment 
appointed  -  .  .  - 

report  of  committee  rejected  by  the  House, 
and  bill  lost  -  .  .  - 

another  bill  for  the  encouragement  of,  re- 
ported      .  .  .  -  - 

motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section 

bill  passed    -  -  -  .  - 

Reib,  Nicholas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  received 

for  concurrence     .... 

bill  passed    -  -  -  -  - 

Reply,  the  President's,  to  the  Address  of  the  Se- 
nate -  .  -  .  - 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  settling  aceonnts 
with  the  individual  States 

the  Vice  President's,  of  purchases  of  the 
Public  Debt  .  -  -  . 

of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  against 
the  election  of  Mr.  Qallatin 
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Resolations,  Mr.  Martin's,  for  openiof^  the  doors 

of  the  Senate        •  •  -      38 

laid  over      -  -  -  -  -      81 

ocmsideration  of  the  resolutions       -  -      45 

Revenue  cuttera,  resolution  authorising  the  Pre- 
sident to  employ,  as  despatch  boats,  con- 
curred in  -  -  '         -  -  •71 
Bobbe,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  received  for 

concurrence  •  -  •  -     116 

bill  passed    -  -  -  -  -     119 

Ro88,  Jaiues,  certificate  of  the  election  of,  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate    -  - '  -  -      80 
takes  his  seat                       -           -           -      87 

BIOOWD  BKSSIOir. 

Rhode  Island,  memorial  from  certain  inhabitants 
of,  praying  for  the  erection  of  a  light 
house  -  -  •  816 

bill  allowing  additional  compensation  to  the 

Judge  of  the  District  of^  presented         -    880 
bill  passed    -  -  -  -  -    882 

memorial  of  certain  merchants  of,  respecting 
duties,  laid  on  the  table  ...    861 
Rules,  committee  appointed  to  report,  to  compel 

the  attendance  of  Senators  -    796 

Rutledge,  John,  the  petition  of  -  -  -    828 


rmsT  snsxow. 

Saint  Domingo,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of,  resident  in  the  United  States,  re- 
ceived fur  concurrence     -  •  •40 
amended  and  passed            -  *         •  -41 
concurrence  of  the  House  in  the  amend-      42 
ment         -            -            -            -            -42 
Schmy  ser,  Mr.,  manager  of  the  prosecution  in  the 

contested  election  of  Mr.  Oallatin  •      48 

Secrecy,  injunction  of,  in  respect  to  the  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  laying  an  embargo 
on  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  Uuiteid 
States       -  -  -  -      76 

Secretary  of  State,  called  upon  for  a  translation 

of  the  French  Navigation  act       -  -      82 

answered      -  -  -  •  -      89 

called  upon  for  an  abstract  of  the  spoliations 
committed  upon  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States        -  -  -  »      69 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  called  upon  for  state- 
ments in  relation  to  exports  and  imports, 
and  the  tonnage  of  foreign  and  domestic 
vessels      -  -  -  -  -      29 

called  upon  for  statements  of  Public  Debt  -      86 
Seguin,  a  bill  fur  erecting  a  light  house  on  the 

island  of,  received  for  concurrence  •      81 

bill  read  tlie  first  and  second  time  and  refer- 
red to  committee  -  -  -      82 
reported  with  amendments  and  passed  99 
Senate  Chamber,  resolutions  to  open  the  doori^ 

laid  over  for  consideration  -  -      84 

resolution  to  open  the  doors  during  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  election  of  Mr.  Gallatin    •      42 
adopted        -  -  -  -      43 

resolution  to  open  the  doors  while  in  Legis- 
lative session.pofltponed  to  the  next  session      45 
resolution  re-considered        •  >  -      46 

resolution  to  open  the  doors  adopted  -      47 

resolution  authorising  the  doors  and  galleries 
dosed  on  the  discussion  of  businese  re- 
quiring secrecy     •  '  •  -      47 
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Senate,  commencement  of  the  session     -  -        9 

a4joumment  -  -    .        -  -188 

Senators,  names  of  the,  present  at  the  opening 

of  the  session        ....        9 

Session,  committee  appointed  to  report  a  time 

of  closing  the        ....    100 
report       ...  -  -    loi 

Ships,  of  forty-four  guns,  motion  to  provide  tim- 
ber for  buil&ig  twenty,  introduced  and 
postponed  -      92 

motion  taken  up  and  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee -----      94 

Skipwith,  Fulwar,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  expenses  incnrred  by,  received 
for  concurrence    -  -  -  -      97 

referred  to  a  committee       ...      «6. 

reported  and  passed  -  •  -      99 

Slave-trade,  petition  of  the  Quakers  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the,  laid  on  table        •  -      86 
petition  from  a  convention  of  abolition  so- 
cieties presented              •                        -      88 
a  bill  to  prohibit  the,  Arom  the  United  States 
to  foreign  countries  received  fur  concur- 
rence        -            -           -            -  -      64 
motion  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  next  ses- 
sion negatived      -           -            -            -70 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •            -           -      71 
read  third  time  and  passed  -            •  -      72 
Smith,  James  and  William,  the  petition  of         -      23 
Smith,  Reuben,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  received 

fur  concurrence  and  concurred  in  •      99 

Snow  Freelove,  a  bill  to  permit  export  of  goods 
saved  from  the  wreck  of  the,  receiv<Hi  for 
concurrence  •  •  -  •    116 

bill  passed   .  -  .  -  .    119 

Snuff^  memorial  from  certain  manufacturers  of    •     110 
South  Carolina,  memorial  from  citizens  of,  com- 
plaining of  the  capture,  detention,  and  con- 
demnation of  American  vessels  in  British 
ports        -  -  -  -  -      74 

Southwestern  frontier  settlers,  a  bill  for  the 
more  effectual  protection  of  the,  received 
for  concurrence    -  •  -  -112 

referred  to  committee  -  •  -    114 

reported  unfavorably  ...      t6. 

recommitted  -  -  -  -    118 

amendments  reported  -  •  -122 

bill  ordered  to  third  reading  -  -     126 

further  amended  and  passed  -  -126 

disagreement  of  the  House  to  the  amend- 
ments       -  -  -  -  -    128 
committee  of  conference  appointed  -    129 
biU  lost        -            -            -            -            .    131 
a  new  bill  introduced  and  read  first  and  se- 
cond time             -           -           -           •    1 81 
a  motion  for  the  third  reading  disagreed  to    132 
St  Clair,  Arthur,  bill  for  the  compensation  of,  re- 
ceived for  concurrence      ...    108 
referred  to  committee          •           -  -104 
bill  passed    -            -            -           -            -    111 
Stewart  and  Plnnket,  the  petition  of     -  -      85 
report  on      -            -            •            -           -      91 
bill  passed    -           •           -           -           -      92 
Stokeley,  Thomas,  testimony  of,  in  relation  to  Mr. 

Gallatin    -  -  -  -  -60 

St  rong,  Nathan,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  concurred  in      99 
Supreme  Court,  representation  of  the  Judges  of 
the,  rebtive  to  a  defect  in  the  Judiciary 
system,  referred  to  a  committee  -  45 

consideration  thereof  poetponed  to  the  next 
session      .  .  .  »  .    ]j}9 
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Senate  elect  a  President  pro  tern,           -           •  828 
Seoalora,  names  of  the,  present  at  the  opening  of 

the  session            ....  795 
Seymour,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  o(  received 

for  concurrence    ....  827 

bill  passed 889 

Silra,  Jose  Roiz,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  received  for 

concurrence          -           -            -        r   -  884 
bill  rejected              ....  g4e 
Sonth  Carolina,  bill  for  the  erection  of  a  light 
house  near  the  entrance  of  Qeorgetown 
harbor      .....  822 
reported  without  amendments         -           -  822 
bill  passed   .....  828 
Southwestern  parts  of  the  United  States,  resolu- 
tion respecting  the            ...  861 
amendment  of  the  House  concurred  in        -  862 
States,  a  bill  authorixini(  a  transfer  of  atock  of 

certain,  received  for  ooncurrenceji           *  ^^ 

ordered  to  third  reading     -                        -  806 

bill  passed    •           -           •           -           -  ift* 
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FIBBT  BI8SI0N. 

Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  report  on  certain  laws  passed 
m  the        • 

report  of  the  committee      .  .  . 

South  of  the  Ohio,  ordinances  of  the,  refer- 
red to  a  ooounittee 

report  of  a  committee         ... 

Tonsard,  Lieut  Got,  bill  allowinn^  all  equivalent 

for  his  pension,  received  for  oonctirrenoe  • 

referred  to  a  committee  -  • 

reported  with  amendment  and  passed 

concurrence  of  the  House  in  the  amendment 

Trade  of  the  United  States,  motion  for  a  com. 

mittee  to  report  what  parts  of,  may  be 

released  from  the  present  embargo,  laid 

over  for  consideration 

referred  to  a  committee 

reported       ..... 
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88 


98 

96 
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TaieweU,  Henry,  takes  his  seat  .  806 

Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  a  resolution  res- 
pecting  certain  laws  of  the,  received  for 
concurrence  ....    926 

resolution  not  concurred  in  >  >  •    88U 

lYansfer  of  stock,  bill  authorixing  a,  received  for 

concurrence         ....    904 
bill  passed   .....    805 
IVeasury  Department,  bill  reported  on  the  expe- 
diency of  constituting  the  office  of  a  Pur- 
veyor of  Supplies  -  801 
amendments  reported          -           -            *   808 
bill  passed    -           -           .           .           •    go4 
communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the^ 
respecting  a  plan  for  the  further  support  of 

PubUc  Credit        -  .  .  .812 

communications  fipom  the  Secretary  with  re- 

turns  of  exports  ....    833 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  making  alterations 
in  the  Treasury  and  War  Departments, 
received  for  concurrence  .  .  *    322 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  •    828 


U. 
mar  aimoK. 


Useful  Arts,  a  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  to 
promote  the  progress  of,  received  for  con- 
currence   .....     190 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -    121 
passed  with  amendments    ...     127 

V. 

raar  sxsnoir. 

Van  Aken,  Frances  Joachim,  a  letter  froos,  res- 
pecting his  discovery  of  an  art  for  the  ex- 
tingui»hment  of  fires        -  -  -     116 

YatteVs  Iaw  of  Nations,  order  for  the  purdiaao 

of,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate        -  -65 

Vessels,  resolution  laying  an  embargo  on,  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States^  received  &ir 
concurrence  *  -  -  -      76 

amended  and  conieurred  in  -  -  -      76 

injtmction  of  secrecy  in  respect  to  the  amend- 
ment       -  -  .  •      tk 
a  bill  authorixing  the  purchase  of  a  number 

of,  introduced        ....    102 
referred  to  a  committee       -  •  -    lOS 

reported       -  -  -  -  -    104 

ordered  to  a  third  reading   •  .  .    106 

bill  passed 108 

Vice  President,  oath  of  office  adminiatered  to    -        9 

excused  from  attendance      ...    107 

Vining,  John,  takes  bis  seat        •  -  -        9 

Virginia  Line,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  enable 

officers  and  soldiers  of  tlie,  to  obtain  titles 

to  certain  lands,  received  for  eoncomnoe    110 

referred  to  committee  -  -  -    111 

reported  with  amendments  -  -    122 

bill  passed  with  amendments  •  -    127 

axooNB  axnioK* 

Vessels,  a  supplementary  bill  fur  lieeosng,  Ivr 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries^  received 
for  concurrence     -  -  •    816 

referred  to  a  committee        •  -  -    816 

amendments  reported  •  •  -    818 

read  third  time  and  postponed  -819 

postponed  to  next  session    ...    824 
a  bill  relative  to  vessels  in  the  eoastinff  trsde 
between  Lone  Island  and  Rhode  IslaBd, 
presented  and  read  .886 

read  third  time  and  passed  •  •    888 

Virginia,  a  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress 
to  an  act  of  the  State  of,  for  the  sappoK 
of  a  Marine  Hospital,  introdnced  -    819 

read  second  time  and  refsried  to  eommittee    820 

W. 

FIBST  BX88IOK. 

Webster,  Pelatiah,  testimony  of,  in  reUtiaQ  to 

Mr.  Gallatin  -  -  -69 

White,  Right  Rev.  Bishop^  appointed  dmplain  •     14 

BBcowD  axsaiOK. 

White,  James,  bill  in  favor  of  extending  the  frank- 
ing privilege  to,  received  for  concurrence 
and  passed  -  -    797 


T. 


lov. 


Teaa  and  Nays  on  a  resolution  to  propose 
amendment  to  the  Constitntioa  r 
the  Judicial  power 
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Teas  aDd  Nays,  on  mntions  relative  to  the  amend- 
ment inhibiting  holders  of  stock  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  State^  from  a  seat  in 
Congress   -  -  -  -  - 

on  tlie  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  amend  the  act  to  incurporale  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  tne  United 
States        -  -  -  < 

on  the  resolution  calling  npoa  the  President 
for  the  correspondence  between  the  Minis- 
ter of  the  United  Sutes  and  the  French 
Republic  and  between  said  Minister  and 
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bill  for  the  relief  of,  passed  -  -    968 

Crabb,  Robert,  the  petition  of    •  -  1027 

Crawford,  James,  memorial  from  -    888 

D. 


184 


256 


•    469 

585 
690 


721 
722 


Dally,  Oifford,  appointed  Doorkeeper   - 
Dayton,  Mr,  remarks  o(  on  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States 
on  the  resolution  laying  additional  duty  on 
certain  articles  to  defray  the  expense  of 
Naval  Armament - 
on  his  resolutions  respecting  the  sequestra- 
tion of  British  DeUs        - 
on  indemnity  for  Spoliations 
Debt,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persoos  imprisoned 
for,  received  for  eoneunence 
read  the  third  time  aod  pMied 


Pagr. 

Debt,  a  bill  for  further  extending  the  time  for 
receiving  on  Loan  the  Domestic,  received 
fur  concurrence    •  •  •  .721 

bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed  -  -    722 

Delaware    Contested   £lection.^[See    PaiUm, 

JohnA 
Destroyed  Certificates,  committee  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  making  provision  fur  renew- 
al of         142 

bill  presented  ....    149 

amen<led  and  laid  on  the  table  -    166 

recommitted  -  -  -         ->►    167 

amendatory  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and 
committed  ....    466 

bill  passed 488 

amended  by  the  Senate  -    681 

amendments  agreed  to        -  -  -    566 

Dexter,  Mr.,  remarks  on  Mr.  Madison's  resolu- 
tions respecting  commerce  -  -272 
on  restrictions  on  commerce           •           •    508 
on  non-intercourse  with  Oreat  Britain         -    585 
Distilkid  Spirits,  committee  appointed  to  report 
what  further  legislation  is  necessary  for  se- 
curing and  collecting  duties  on  foreign  and 
domestic  stills,  wines,  and  teas    -  -487 
bill  presented,  read  twice,  and  committed    -    560 
ordered  to  be  engrossed       ...    715 
biU  passed    •           -            •           -  -    720 
District  Courts^  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a 

bill  in  relation  to— presented  and  passed  •    768 
resolutk>n  respectii^  tne  duties  of  Clerks  of  •    7  80 
Domestic  Debt— [See  J9e&<.] 

Doorkeeper  and  his  assistant  appointed  -  -    184 

Dry  paints,  petititm  praying  reduction  of  duties 

on,  laid  on  the  table         ...    256 
Duties,  a  bill  for  the  remission  of  certain,  rejected 
bill  for  the  remission  of  certain,  received  for 

concurrence  ....    526 

bill  laying  additional  duties  on  importations 

presented-  ....    688 

bill  under  consideration       ...    697 
read  third  time  and  passed  .  .  *    700 

bill  laying  duties  on  carriages  laid  on  the  table    736 
bill  debated  and  passed  -  -    780 

an  engrossed  bill  laying,  on  licenses  for  sell- 
ing distilled  liquors  and  wines,  passed     -    740 
amendments  by  tne  Senate  agreed  to  768 

bill  Uyin^,  on  property  sold  at  auction,  passed    741 
Senate  bill  for  the  remission  of,  on  certain 
distilled  spirits  destroyed  by  fire,  reported 
and  passed  ...  -    767 

Dtmn,  Thomas,  tlie  petition  of    -  •  -    780 

Duvall,  GabricX  elected  a  member  of  the  House 

in  the  place  of  John  F.  Mercer    -  •    742 

sxcoHD  snsioir. 

Dannery ,  Thomas,  Consul  of  the  French  Republic, 
memorial  in  behalf  of  certain  French  citi- 
zens .  .  .  .  •  1058 
petition  ot  granted  .           -           -  -  1088 
Debts  due  the  ifntted  States,  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  reonverv  of     -            -  •  1206 
bill  for  more  effiwtuaf  recovery  oi;  presented  1208 

bill  debated 1224 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  •  1226 

bUl  passed 1227 

Senate  amendments  agreed  to  -  1275 

Delegate  South  of  the  Ohio,  debate  upon  admit- 
ting  the,  to  a  seat  in  the  House ;  and,  if 
admitted,  his  right  to  vote  on  all  subjects 
before  the  House  •  •  •  -    884 
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Delaware,   the  asyent  of  the  State  of,  to  the 

araendment  to  the  Constitution   -  -  1275 

Dennittton.  Jame9,  petition  of,  presented  •  1060 

Dewees,  William,  petition  of,  rejected    -  -    U76 

Dexter,  Mr^  remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Madi- 
son's speech  on  the  Pre^iident's  Address  -     935 
District   Courts,  resolution   in   relation   to   the 

District  Court  of  Pennsylvania    •  -  1093 

a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  ascer- 
tain the  fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in 
the,  presented      ....  1227 
read  third  time  and  passed  -  -  •  1229 

Domestic  Debt,  a  bill  in  relation  to  the,  read 

twice  and  committed        ...  1059 
read  tliird  time  and  passed  -  -  -  1121 

Drawbacks,  an  engrossed  bill  making  proyision 

in  cases  of,  passed  ...  1060 

amendments  by  thu  Senate  •  -  -1122 

amendments  agreed  to         ...  1126 
an  engrossed  bill  relatiye  to,  on  certain  mil« 
itary  stores  passed  ...  1256 

Duties^  a  repeal  of  the  act  laying,  on  sugar,  re- 
quested by  the  sugar  i*efiners  of  Philadel- 
phia .  .  -  -  .  1060 
a  supplementary  bill  respecting  the,on  goods, 

wares,  Ac^  reported  with  amendments  •  1061 
bill  passed  .....  1063 
amendments  bv  the  Senate  agreed  to  •  1182 
a  bill  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  col- 
lection of,  on  goods,  wares,  ^,  presented  -1119 
amended  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed         *  1182 

bill  passed 1184 

amended  by  the  Senate       ...  1241 
amendments  agreed  to         •  -  •  1242 

Duvall,  Gabriel,  his  admission  to  a  seat  in  the 

House  discussed   .  .  •  •    874 

is  qualilied  and  takes  his  seat         -  -    875 

E. 

FIBST  SESSION. 

Embargo,  resolution  to  prohibit  trade,  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  from  the  United  btates  to  the 
American  Territories  or  dependencies  of 
any  European  nation        ...    509 
committed,  amended,  and  sent  to*  the  Sen- 
ate fur  Concurrence  ...     530 
Senate  amendment  agreed  to  -  -    531 
resolution  for  carrying  into  more  complete 
effect  the  precednig  resolution,  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence    ...    556 
committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 

continuing  and  regulating  embargoes      -     581 
resolution  to  continue  the  present  -  -    576 

considered    .....     597 
agreed  to      -  •  -  -  -     598 

Senate  amendment  agreed  to  -  •     60U 

a  bill  authorising  the  President  to  lay,  re- 
gulate, and  revoke  embargoes,  read  twice 
and  committed  ....  682 
read  third  time  and  passed  ...  735 
bill  em  (towering  the  President  to  lay  an  em- 
bargo, if  necessary,  during  the  recess  of 
Congress,  considered  and  amended  -    731 

ordered  to  be  engrossed      ...    734 
resolution  for  taking  off  the  present,  deba- 
ted and  deferred  -  -  -  •     658 
Estimates  of  Appropriations,  debate  on  -  -    168 

SXOOND  SESSION. 

Edwards,  Benjamin,  a  letter  stating  bis  election 

as  member  of  the  House,  read  and  refenred  1082 


Edwards,  Benjamin,  takes  his  seat 
Egron,  Pierre,  petition  of.  praying  the  patronage 
of  Congress  in   aid  of  a  literary  work 
which  be  is  now  prosecuting 
referred       -  -  -  .  - 

Emery,  Samuel,  the  petition  of  • 

referred        .  .  -  -  - 

Enterprise,  a  bill  antborixing  the  allowance  of 
drawback  on  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship, 
reported  without  amendments,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed      .  .  . 
bill  passed    -            - '          - 
Executive  Officers,  reflolatiC>n  respecting  the  sal- 
aries of     - 
reduction  of  their  salaries  under  eonaidcra- 
tion          .... 


Pace. 
1041 


894 
875 


1165 
1173 

1128 


-  1135 


motion  to  reduce  their  salaries  negatived    -  114^ 


F. 


nasT  SXS810N. 


Findley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  commerce  of  the 

"United  States    -  -  -  232, 

Flag  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  making  an  al- 
teration in  the^  received  for  ooncurrenoe  - 

debate  on  the  bill    - 

motion  to  recommit  negatived,and  bill  passed 
Forrest,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Madisno'a  reso- 
lutions relative  to  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  .... 
Forsyth,  Robert,  a  bill  making  provision  for  his  wi- 
dow and  orphans,  received  for  concur- 
rence        ..... 

read  first  and  second  time  ... 

bill  rejected .  -  .  -  - 

new  bill,  allowing  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices, presented,  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  committee 

read  third  time  and  passed  ... 

amendments  by  the  Senate  agreed  to 
Fortifications,  debate  on  the  subject  of  - 

estimate  of  expenses  necessary  fur  - 

resolutions  respecting  .  .  - 

debate  on  the  subject  of      - 
Foster,  Mr.,  remarks  on  the  C«)mraeroe  of  the 
United  States       .... 
Fraunces,  Andrew  O.,  resolutions  on  the  report 

of  tlie  Committee  on  the  memorial  of 
French  Republic  address  from  the  Commictee  of 
Public  Safety  of,  transmitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent, with  a  requect  to  him  to  have  a 
suitable  answer  prepared 

debate  in  relation  to  an  advance  of  waooty 
to  the       ..... 

bill  for  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  of  mo- 
ney to  the,  passed  ... 
French  Emigrants  from  St  Domingo,  debate  on 
the  subject  of  relief  to      -  -         169, 

committee  appomted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  support  of      - 

bill  reported  .... 

passed  .       • 
French  Vessels^  committee  appointed  to  report 
on  the  propriety  of  remitting  the  foreign 
tonnage  on  sundry,  which  have  taken  re- 
fuge in  the  ports  of  the  United  State*     - 

report  on     - 

consideration  of  the  report  resumed,  and 
eommittee  ordered  to  bring  in  a  bill  re- 
mitting duties  OQ  - 

bill  presented,  read  twice,  and 
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Pige. 
Freneh  'VeMeI^  bill  reported  with  amendmeDt, 

and  recommitted 451 

an  amendatory  bill  reported,  and  passed     -  466 
Frontiers,  a  bill  for  the  better  proteotion  of  the, 

received  for  concurrence  •        •        .        •  674 

read  twice  and  committed  ....  688 

read  third  time  and  passed  ....  764 
Furs,  a  petition  prajing  for  a  duty  on  the  ezpor- 

tatioii  of  Deader  and  other       ...  479 

SaOOND  SEBSION. 

Field,  John,  and  others,  merchants  of  Philadelphia^ 
memorial  o(^  Pi^yi*^  that  the  ezportatioa 
of  lead  from  tne  Uoited  States  mav  be  per- 
mitted  in  all  Tessels  engaged  in  the  ladia 

or  China  trade 1061 

report  on 1067 

reaolatton  in  relation  to      ....  106I 
Fierer,  Cfamrles,  resolution  placing  him  on  the  list 
of  pensioners,  and  allowing  him  the  half- 
pay  of  Captain       966 

Finley,  John,  late  Captain  in  the  Continental 

Army,  petition  of 1067 

Findley,  Mr.,  remarks  oi;  on  the  Militaiy  Artab- 

liahment 1166 

speech  on  Public  Debt        ....  1199 
Foreign  Loans,  bill  proriding  for  the  payment  o( 

presented 1021 

read  third  time  and  passed-  -1027 

Fortificationi^  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

reapeoting       •  •        -       -       -  1129 

Resolotions  in  regard  to^  snlnnitted  and  die- 

cueeed 1180 

report  referred  to  a  select  eommittBe  •       -  1181 
resolution  appropriating  a  sum  for  the  oom- 

pletion  of  certain 1246 

Fk'ench  Vessel^  a  bill  for  the  remission  of  tonnage 
Alntiet  on  certain,  reported  and  ordered  to 

be  engrossed 1126 

hiU  passed 1128 

Frontiers^  a  Message  from  the  Bresident,  and 
Letter  from  me  Secretary  of  War,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  defence  of  the,  received,  and 
their  propriety  discussed  ...  I072 
the  protection  of  the,  under  consideration  -  1122 
committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
cient,  to  oDtain  information  respecting 
the 1126 

mar  sasatoir. 

QaUerles,  a  debate  on  the  subjeef  of  clearing  the  -    150 
amendment  to  the  rule  for  closing  the,  on  the 

discussion  of  confidential  business   -        -    161 
resolution  authoriaiog  the  Speaker  to  order 
them  to  be  cleared  in  case  of  disorder      -    622 
Qaranger,  Lewis»  memorial  o(  praying  the  aid  of 
Congress  in  the  completion  of  certain  exp^ 
riment%  referred  to  committee  •    624 

Oaogcrsi  petition  from  sundry,  for  New  York  Dis- 
trict, praying  increase  of  compensation    -    622 

Gibbon,  John,  |»t>uon  of 665 

OUbert,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  remarica  o(  on  the 

Oommeice  of  the  United  States  -    828 

Gile%  Mr.,  remarks  on  Mr.  MadisonTs  resolutiooB    274 
on  his  resolutions  respecting  the  IVeaaniy 

Department 468 

en  the  bill  to  provide  a  Varal  Armament   -    486 

cnOommeroe 506 

on  Mr.  Dayton's  resolutions  respecting  the 
sequestration  of  British  DebU  •    512 

8d  Gov.— 60 


Page. 
Gillon,  Mr.,  remarks  against  additional  Uaur 

tion 662 

in  favor  of  an  Embargo      ....    781 
Glass,  petition  praying  additional  duty  on  the  im- 
portation o^  or  encouragement  in,  the 

manufacture  of 468 

Goodhue,  Mr^  remarks  on  Commerce  •    248 

Qoods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  committee  ap- 
pointed to  report  what  alterations  are  neces- 
sary in  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on,  imported  into  the  United  States    487 
a  bill  to  suspend  the  importation  of  certain, 

presented 608 

amended  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  604 

biU  passed 606 

Graydon,  Andrew,  report  on  the  petition  of       -    626 
Green,  Rev.  Ashbel,  appointed  Chaplain    -        -    186 

aaoovD  anaioir. 

Galliopolis,  a  bill  to  authorixe  grants  of  lands  to 

the  people  o(  received  mr^concnrrenee    -  1262 

bill  passed 1276 

Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  resolution  to  erect  a 

light  house  near  the  harbor  of  -  1186 

bill  presented,  read  twice,  and  committed   -  1148 

bUl  passed 1190 

(Georgia,  resolution  respecting  the  reimbursement 
to  the  State  of,  of  the  amount  of  a  suit  of 
the  executors  of  Robert  Farquhar  against 

said  State 1182 

acts  of  the  LegisUtnre  o(  hud  before  the  Con- 
gress        1281 

consideration  of  the  House  on  the  bill  author- 
iaing  the  President  to  obtain  cessions  of 
certain  lands  in  the  State  of    -  •  1278 

amended  and  ordered  to  be  engroaaed       -  1280 
Germans,  petition  of  a  number  ol^  in  the  State  of 

Virginia M5 

referred »61 

Gibbs,  George,  petition  of 91 A 

bill  for  the  reUef  o(  presented    -  -  1280 

bill  passed 1284 

Giles,  Mr^  remarks  o(  on  the  President's  Speech, 

and  the  draft  of  an  answer  to  it      -        -    899 
speech  on  the  same  subject  .        .        -        •    916 
Gillespie,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  in  regard  to  individual 
daims  on  the  lands  in  the  State  of  North 

Carolina 1149 

Grasse,  Count  de^  a  memorial  of  the  daughters 

of,  presented  and  referred  -  1220 

resolutions  making  aj^propriations  for  them  -  1286 
bid  presented  aumoriaing  the  payment  of  a 

certain  sum  to  them       ...       -  1241 
bill  passed 1242 


Hartley,  Mr.,  remarks  on  restriction  to  the  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States     -    291,  298,  606 

Hats^  fMtitions  prayiqg  additional  duties  on  the 

importation  of 478 

reporton 628 

Health  Officer,  biU  to  provide  a,  for  the  town  of 

Baltimore,  pwaented      ....    712 
bill  passed 770 

Hillhonse,  Mr.,  on  Commerce     -       .       -       .    814 

Hosiery,  petition  praying  for  an  additional  duty 

on  the  importMon  of  foreign  ...    622 

Hooae  or  hand-beUows^  petition  praying  an  addfr- 

tiooal  duty  on 417 
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Harper,  Robert  Qoodloe,  reMdniion  entitliDg  Idm 

to  a  aeat  in  the  Honae    ...        -  1824 

takes  hia  seat 1206 

Hartle7,  Mr.,  remarlu  ot,  on  the  Iobms  caused  by 

the  Pennsylyania  Insurgents  ...  995 
Heems,  (Carles,  the  petition  of  -  -  •  1066 
Hemp^  a  petition  finom  sundry  manufaeturers  ot 

in  Massachusetts 1181 

memorial  from  manulacturen  oi,  in  Rhode 

Island 1162 

Henderson,  Richard,  A  Co,  memorial  of  -  -  1060 
Hillhouse,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Public  Debt  and 

Public  Credit 1287 

Hoffan,  Edmund,  petition  ot  presented  -  1242 

Hufi,  Joseph,  memorial  of  -       *       -    966 


I. 


Indemnity  for  Spoliations^  motion  of  Mr.  Goodhue 

respecting 614 

motion  withdrawn 615 

another  motion  of  Mr.  Goodhue  respecting, 

and  amendment  debated  ....  689 

motion  committed  as  amended    .       .       -  696 

Indians,  protectiTe  measures  against  hostile      •  697 
Intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  resolution  for 
appropriating  a  sum  of  money  to  defray 

the  expenses  o(  committed     1        -        .  475 

bill  for  that  puipose  presented  -        -        .  481 

amended  ana  laid  on  the  table   ...  488 

amendments  agreed  to,  and  bUl  passed       •  499 

Senate  amendments  apeed  to    •        -       -  528 
Inralid  Pensioners,  an  adjudication  of  the  Supreme 

Court  relatire  to  the  claims  of  certain     •  469 
committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  altera- 
tions necessary  to  the  act  to  regulate 

claims  to 468 

report  of  the  committee     ....  527 

a  bill  relative  |o,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  •  784 

a  resolution  in  rward  to     -       •       •       •  766 
resolution  agreed  to  by  the  Senate^  with 

amendments 779 

amendments  ag^reed  to        -       -       -        •  780 
Iron  Works,  memorial  from  proprietors  o(  pray- 
ing encouragement  of^ their  manufiustories  528 


aaooim  nauoa. 

Indians,  bill  to  prerent  depredations  on  certain, 

rejected 1256 

a  bill  to  regulate  trade  with,  passed  -  -1278 
amendments  hj  the  Senate  asreed  to  -  -  1882 
a  bill  Ibr  estabushing  trading  houses  for  sup- 

^ving  the,  debated  and  thrown  out  -  -  1268 
abdi  miudng  proTiaions  for  the  expenses  of  a 

Treaty  with  certain  tribci^  read  twice 

and  committed 1258 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  ....  1874 
resolutions  proposed  in  relation  to  Indian*) 

lands  in  GeoiqB^ia 1868 

other  resolutions 1266 

report  of  the  select  committee  in  relation  to 

Indian  lands  debated  and  amended  -       -  1269 

ftarther  consideration 1264 

resolutions  committed  ....  1870 
Ihteroonrse  with  foreign  nations,  a  confidential 

Messajge  from  the  President  in  relation  to  1272 
Invalid  Pensioners,  resolution  reUtiye  to    •       -  1120 


IhTalid  Pensioners,  a  supplementary  biU  to  tlie 
act  concerning,  amended  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed        ...        -       -        -  1188 
biU  passed      .....        -  1184 
amendments  by  the  Senate  reoeiTed  Imr  eoo- 

currence 1214 

concurred  in        -        ...       -        -  1290 
Iron,  petition  of  sundry  iron  masten^  paying  aa 

additional  duty  on  all  imported      -        -  1146 

J. 

FiBST  snsioir. 

Jenkins,  Thomas^  and  Sons,  bill  ibr  the  relief  oC 

presented        -----        -    427 

amended  and  ordered  to  be  eqgroesed         -    448 

bill  passed 451 

Jones,  Gnffith,  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a 

bill  for  settling  the  accounts  of       -        -    770 
bill  presented  and  passed   -  -        -    771 

Journal,  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine that  of  the  last  seasion,  laid  on  tiM 

table       -        - 141 

Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,  commifctoe 
appointed  to  report  what  alterationa  or 
amendments  are  necessary  to  the  act  ea- 
tabUshing  the  -        •        -        -       -        -    141 
report  of  committee    -----    828 
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Vessels,  an  act  relative  to  the  passing  of  coasting, 

between  Long  Island  and  Bhode  Island  -  1611 

W. 

War,  a  statement  from  the  Secretary  in  relation 
to  the  difficulties  oocarring  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  act  for  the  national  defence    -  1896 
on  the  presenration  of  peace  with  the  Indians^  1400 
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